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PART  II 


HISTORY    OF    ANCIENT    BRIDGEWATER. 


BY    BRADFORD    KINGMAN. 


AXCEENT    BKTDGEWATKR.  •      I 

Grant  of  Briilj^cwutcr  Plautution — Purchase  of  Indians— Copy  | 

ot'    Imli:in    Deed- — CuiitirmiLtory    Deed    fi'um     Poiiipunulio —  i 

Deed  tVoiti  Go%'crnor  Tlioiiuid  Hinckley  for  the  Governijient  j 
— Confiiiuatory  Deed  froiu  Josiah  Wauipatuck  to  Inhabitauta 

of  Brid;^ewater.  ' 

To  give  a  clear  account  of  the  early  settlement  of  | 
the  ancient  town  of  Brldgewatcr  it  will  be  intcrcstin<;  I 
to  ^'ive  some  account  of  the  origin  of  tlie  town,  its  ! 
connection  with  and  its  idcutity  with  the  parent  town  I 
of  Dusbury,  and  a  brief  account  of  its  liuviui:  been  ' 
set  off  irom  Duxbury,  and  the  purchase  from  the  ' 
IndiuDS.  The  ancient  town  of  Brid^ewater — then  ! 
cumprLsini;  what  was  Xortli,  East,  Wcdt,  and  the  , 
present  town  of  Brid^^ewater — was  formerly  a  planta-  I 
lion  granted  to  Duxbury  in  1645,  as  a  compeusatiou  ; 
for  tiie  loss  of  territory  they  Iiad  sustained  in  the  I 
settinii  apart  of  iMai-shtield  from  tliem^iti  the  year  I 
1640.     The  grant  was  in  tlie  followini;  lan<»uaj:c: 


'*Tlie  inhabitanta  of  the  town  of  Duxbury  uro  granted  a 
competent  proportion  of  hinddaboutSauj^htuchiiuclt  (Sutucket), 
townnU  the  west,  lor  a  plantation  for  tbeiu,  and  tu  havo  It  four 
uiilc:*  every  way  from  the  phicu  where  tliey  bhnll  set  up  their 
centre;  provided  it  intrench  not  upon  Winnytuckquett,  for- 
merly j^r;iuted  to  Plymouth.  And  we  have  nominated  Cupt. 
Miles  Stiindish,  Mr.  John  Aldcn,  George  Suule,  Coucitaat  South- 
worth,  John  Rogers,  and  Williiim  Brett  to  be  feofeea  in  trust 
for  the  c^ual  diviiling  and  lading  forth  the  aaid  lands  to  the 
inliahitunt:i." 

How  these  lands  were  divided,  or  what  should  en- 
title any  one  to  a  share,  no  record  appears  to  show. 
Governor  Hinckley,  in  his  confirmatory  deed,  nays 
that  the  *'  inhabitants  ai,'reed  among  themselves." 
There  were  fifty-four  proprietors,  each  of  wl»om  held 
one  share,  the  names  of  wliom  arc  a.-^  follows  : 


Nichohia  Robbing, 
Thomas  Hayward. 
Ralph  Partridge. 
Nathaniel  Willie. 
John  Willis. 
Thomas  Bonney. 
Mite^i  Standidb. 
Love  Brewtiter. 
John  Paybody. 
Willium  Paybody. 
Francis  Sprague. 
William  Bassett. 
John  Washburn. 
John  Washburn,  Jr. 
John  Ames. 
Tboiuatt  Gannett. 
William  Brett, 


Philip  Dclnno. 
Arthur  Harris. 
John  Aldcn. 
John  Forbes. 
Samuel  Nash. 
Abraham  Sauipson. 
George  Soule. 
Experience  Mitchell. 
llenr}-  Ilowhtud. 
Henry  Sampson. 
John  Brown. 
John  Howard. 
Frnncia  West. 
William  Tubbs. 
James  Lendull. 
Samuel  Eaton. 
Suluuion  Leonard. 


William  Bradford. 
William  Slerriek. 
John  Bradford. 
Abraham  Pierce. 
John  Rogers. 
George  Partridge. 
John  Starr. 
William  Collier. 
Chiistupher  Wadsworth. 
Edward  Hall. 


Edmund  Hunt. 
William  Clarke. 
William  Ford. 
Constant  SuuthwortU. 
John  Gary. 
Edmund  Weston. 
Samuel  Tompkins. 
Edmund  Chandler, 
Moses  Simmons. 
John  Irish. 


To  these  shares  were  afterward  added  two  more 
shares, — one  to  Rev.  James  Keith,  of  Scotland,  their 
first  minister,  and  the  other  to  Deacon  Samuel  Ed.son, 
of  Salem,  who  erected  the  first  mill  iu  the  town, — 
making  fii'ty-six  shares. 

This  <;rant  was  considered  ilh  little  more  than  nn 
autliority  or  right  to  purchase  it  of  the  natives.  For 
this  purpose  Capt.  Miles  Standish,  Samuel  N;ish,  and 
Constant  Southworth  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
make  the  purchase,  which  they  did,  as  appears  by  the 
following  instruments  : 

*' WiTNKSS  THKSK  PRESENTS,  that  I,  Ousamequin,  Sacliem  of 
the  Country  of  Poconuokot,  have  given,  granted,  eufeufcd,  and 
sold  unto  Miles  Standish,  of  Duxbury,  Sumuul  Na:>)i,  and  Cua- 
stant  Southworth,  of  Duxbury  aforesaid,  in  behalf  o(  all  tho 
townsmen  of  Duxbury  aforesaid,  a  tniet  of  land  usually  called 
Satucket,  extending  in  the  length  and  breadth  thereof  as  fol- 
loweth  :  that  is  to  say,  from  the  wear  at  Satucket  seven  milci 
due  cast,  and  from  the  said  wear  seven  miles  due  wc^t,  and  from 
the  siiid  wear  seven  miles  due  north,  and  froui  the  said  wear 
seven  miles  due  south  ;  the  which  tract  the  said  Ou^ami-quin 
huth  given,  granted,  eufcofcd,  and  i^old  unto  the  said  .Milus 
Standish,  Samuel  Nosh,  and  ConstuntSoutbworth,  in  the  behalf 
of  all  the  townsmen  of  Duxbury,  aa  aforesaid,  with  all  the  im- 
munities, privileges,  and  profits  whatsoever  belonging  tu  the  said 
tract  of  land,  with  ull  and  singular  all  woods,  underwoods^ 
lands,  meadows,  rivers,  brooks,  rivulets,  ttc,  to  huve  and  to 
hold,  to  the  said  Miles  Standish,  Samuel  Nash,  and  Constant 
Southworth,  in  behalf  of  all  the  townsmen  of  the  town  of  Dux- 
bury, to  them  and  their  heirs  forever.     In  witness  \vhercuf,  I, 
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the  said  Ousauiequin,  have  horeunto  set  uiy  h.iiiil  this  2'i'^  of 

.Miircli,   lliJU.  ^ 

"  \\*itntb3  the  mark  ol"  p    Oi'Samkquin. 

"  In  cnDsiJerntinn  of  the  aforesaid  bargain  and  sale,  wo,  the 
said  Miles  Standish.  ?^amuel  Nash,  and  Cuiistaut  Soutiiworth,  do 
bind  oiirsflves  to  pay  unto  the  said  Ou>aMK-<|uin.  for  aud  iu  con- 
sideration of  the  said  tract  of  laud,  ;id  foMowetb  : 
"  7  coats,  a  yard  and  a  half  in  a  coat. 
"  'J  hatchets. 
**  S  liocs. 
*'  2U  knives. 
"  4  luiioae-skins. 
"  10  yards  and  a  half  of  cotton. 

"  MiLts  Sta.vtiisii. 

".S.iMLi;i.  Nash. 

**  Co.NsTANT  South  woiiTH." 

This  contract  i.s  said  to  have  been  uiado  on  wliat 
was  called  "  Sachenj'a  Rock"  (called  by  the  luJians 
"  Woonnocooto" ),  in  East  Biid^cwatcr,  a  little  south 
of  Wbiiniaii's  Mill.s(  now  known  as  ti)e  Carver  Cotton- 
Gin  Coinpaiiyj,  aud  near  the  house  of  the  late  Uavid 
Kingman. 

This  Ousamef|uin,  soiuctinies  called  Ossaiuequin, 
was  no  other  than  Maasasoit  himself,  who,  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  had  adopted  that  name.  The 
deed  written  by  Capt.  Miles  Staudisli,  one  of  the 
orijiiual  planters  of  the  colony,  and  signed  with  the 
mark  of  the  sachem,  is  still  in  existence.  When  the 
old  sachem  was  called  upon  to  execute  his  deed,  he 
endeavored  to  make  it  as  sure  as  possible.  For  that 
purpose  he  alE.Ked  a  mtirk  in  the  shape  of  a  ^. 

Thus  we  have  seen  that  the  original  town  of  Bridf;e- 
water,  comprising  the  territory  now  known  as  Brock- 
ton, East  Bridj;cwater,  West  Bridgowater,  and  Bridge- 
water,  including-  a  portion  of  '  Titicut  Parish,"  was 
purcliased  by  Capt.  Miles  Standish  and  others  for  the 
trifling  sum  of  seven  coats,  nine  hatchets,  eight  hoes, 
twenty  knives,  four  moose-skins,  and  ten  and  a  half 
yards  of  cotton,  the  whole  tiot  amounting  to  thirty 
dollars  in  value. 

The  original  town  of  Brldgiewater  was  the  first  in- 
terior settlement  in  the  Old  Colony.  The  grant  of  the 
plantation,  as  we  have  seen,  was  iu  1045,  and  the 
settlement  made  in  lUSO.  The  first  settlers  had  a 
house-lot  of  six  acres  each  on  the  Town  River,  aud  the 
place  was  called  Nuckatest,  or  Nuncketetest.  The 
first  lots  were  taken  up  at  West  Brid^ewater,  along 
the  Town  River,  first  houses  built  and  the  first  im- 
provements made  there.  The  settlement  was  com- 
pact,—  the  house-lots  being  contiguous, — with  a  view 
for  mutual  protection  and  aid  against  the  Indians, 
and,  as  a  furtiier  protection  from  the  natives,  they 
erected  a  stockade  or  garrison  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  and  fortified  many  of  their  dwellings.  It  is  said 
that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  original  fifty-six 


proprietors  ever  became  inhabitants  of  their  new  set- 
tlement. From  this  original  homo  the  settlers  scat- 
tered into  other  portions  of  the  town,  extetiding  their 
dwellings  first  into  the  southwest  part  of  the  town, 
toward  Nippenicket  Pond,  a  locality  known  as  Scut- 
land,  on  the  road  to  Taunton,  and  Titicut,  oti  the  road 
leading  to  Middlcboro',  whither  they  were  in  the  habit 
of  going  either  to  mill  or  to  trade,  and  we  are  tuM  they 
frequently  went  to  that  place  on  liiot,  with  the  grists 
on  their  backs,  a  distance  of  several  miles. 

The  last  settled  part  of  the  town  was  the  North 
Parish  (now  Brockton),  which  was  not  till  after  ITUU, 
no  pernianeDt  settlement  being  made  in  what  was 
called  the  North  Parish  till  after  that  time,  and  the 
settlers  were  mostly  from  the  West  Parish  (now  West 
Bridgewater). 

The  plantation  remained  to  Duxbury  until  June, 
IGaU,  wheti  it  was  incorporated  into  a  distinct  and 
separate  town  in  the  following  concise  language: 

"  OKDt:ut:D,  That  henceforth  Du.xhorrow  New  I'luntatiun  bee 
allowed  to  bee  a  tounshipoof  yiselfe,  destinct  troui  Duxborrow, 
and  to  bee  called  by  the  name  of  Bridgetvatcr.  PmvUltd  that 
all  publicke  rates  bee  borne  by  thotu  with  Duxburrow  upon 
ei^ually  proportions." 

The  court  settled  the  rates  to  be  paid  by  the  pro- 
prietors as  follows : 

"The  town  of  Bridgewater  is  to  bear  one  part  ot'  three  with 
Duxbury,  of  their  proportion  of  the  country  rates  for  the  oth- 
cers*  wages  and  other  public  charges. 

Previous  to  the  incorporation  of  the  town  the  plan- 
tation had  been  called  Bridgewater,  but  of  the  origin 
of  the  name  we  have  nothing  authentic  except  a  mat- 

i  ter  of  fancy  for  a  town  in  England  of  tliLit  name. 
From    the   time  of  its  first  settlement   the  town    has 

[  maintained  a  strong  position  in  the  history  ut  the 
country,  and  for  a  long  time  continued  a  united  and 
harmonious  whole  until  1715,  when  a  petition  was 
sent  to  General  Court  to  be  set  off  into  a  separate 
parish  or  precinct,  the  petitioners  representing  them- 
selves as  inhabitants  of  the  easterly  part  of  Bridge- 
water.  A  committee  of  two  in  the  Council  and  three 
of  the  House  was  appointed  to  c^amiiie  into  the  mat- 
ter, who  attended  to  their  duties,  and  reported  in  favor 
of  granting  their  request,  which  was  accepted,  and  au 
act  of  incorporation  passed  June  1,  1710,  with  this 
condition  : 

"That  the  whole  town  stand  obliged  to  an  honorable  main- 
tenance of  the  Itev.  Jaincs  Keith,  their  |>rescnt  aged  minister, 
if  ho  should  outlive  his  powers  and  capacities  of  diachargiog 
the  otlice  and  duty  of  their  minister." 

The  new  parish  was  called  the  South,  and  the  old 
one  the  North  Precinct,  which  then  included  the  West 
and  what  was  afterwards  known  as  North  Brid;:cwater 
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(now  Brockton).  In  1723  that  part  of  the  old  North 
Precinct  now  known  as  East  Bridgewater  (then  known 
as  the  West  Parish)  waa  set  off,  and  constituted  a  pre- 
cinct called  the  East  Parish,  Dec.  14,  1723. 

'Titicut  Parisii  was  formed  Crora  the  southwest  part 
of  the  South  Parish,  with  a  part  of  Middleboro',  Feb. 
4,  174a.  This  place  consisted  of  forty-eight  families, 
forty-one  houses,  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  inhabit- 
ants ill  1764,  and  in  ISIO  it  iiad  a  population  of 
three  hundred  and  eighteen. 

As  some  disputes  arose  in  regard  to  the  original 
purchase  of  Ousamequin,  confirmatory  deeds  were 
given  by  Pomponuho,  an  Indian,  at  Titicut,  and  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  Hinckley,  in  behalf  of  the  government, 
and  another  from  Josiah  Wampatuck,  another  Indian, 
thus  making  a  perfect  title  to  all  the  land  comprising 
Ancient  Bridgewater.  Here  follows  copies  of  the 
above-named  deeds : 

CONFIRMATOKY    DEED    FROM    POMPONOUO. 

"This  deed,   made  November  20th,  A.D.   1672,  witnesselh, 
that  I,  Poinponoho,  aliaa  Peler,  an   iDdian,  living  at  Titicut,  in 
the  colony  of  New  Plyuioulh,  in  New  Eiig.,  have  sold  for  the 
Bum  of  sixteen  ]>ound3, — ri'z.,  six  pounds  of  current  money  of 
New  England,  and  ten  pounds  in  good  merchantable  corn,  as 
by  bill  appeareth, — all  the  lands  lying  on  the  north  side  of  Tit- 
icut Kiver,  within  tho  bounds  of  Bridgewater,  what  lands  were 
mine,  or  were  either  my  father's  or  grandfather's  or  any  other- 
wise conferred  un  me,  excepting  those  lands  expressed  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  :  oue  hundred  acres  of  lund  lying  up  the  river  to  the 
eastward  of  a  small  brook,  given  to  an  Indian  called  Charles, 
my  brother-in-law,  and  a  certain  parcel  of  land  lying  against 
the  wear   and  bounded  by   the   lunding-place,  running  to  the 
head  of  uiy  tield,  containing  about  ten  acres  at  the  utmost,  I  say 
I,  the  above-said  Pomponoho,  alias  Peter,  have  bargained,  sold, 
and  by  these  presents  do  bargain  and  sell  fur  myself,  my  huirs, 
end  assigns  forever,  unto  Nicholas  Dyram,  sen.,  Samuel  Edsou, 
sen.,  and  William   Brett,  sen.,  in  and  for  the  use  uf  the  towns- 
men of  Bridgewater,  joint  purchasers  with  them,  which  persons 
above  mentioned  were  ordered  by  the  court  to  make  purchase  of 
those   lands,  as  by  court  record  appears,  I  say  I  have  sold  all 
these  lands,  with  every  part  thereof,  and  all  the  immuuiiies 
and  privileges  belonging  thereunto,  to  them,  their  heirs,  and 
assigns  forever,  the  same  quietly  and  peaceably  to  possess,  with- 
out the  lawful  let,  interruption,  or  molestation  of  me,  the  above- 
said  Pomponoho,  alias  Peter,  or  other  persons  whatjoovor,  law- 
fully  claiming  by,  from,  or  under  me,  them,  or  any   of  them. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  to  my  hand  and  seal. 

Ills 
"  Read,  sealed,  and  delivered         POMPONOHO  (Pi  :; 

,■  uiurk. 

in  presence  ol  us. 

"JoSKlMI    Il.lVWillD. 

"John  Cauv,  Sen. 
"Acknowledged    before   JosiAii    Win.slow,    Gov.,    Feb.    20, 
1071). 

"Recorded  by  Nathaniel  CLAitK,  Secreliiri/,  March,  lOSi." 

The  two  reserved  lots  in  the  above  grant  were 
afterwards  purchased  by  individuals  in  the  town. 
Thus  all  the  lands  within  the  most  extensive  limits  of 
the  town  appear  to  have  been  justly  and   I'airly  pur- 


chased of  the  Indians,  and  we  have  the  above-named 
Governor  Winslow'a  attestation  on  record  that  this 
was  the  case  in  all  the  towns  in  the  Old  Colony  of 
Plymouth. 

In  the  year  1685  the  Court  of  Assistants  were  em- 
powered to  examine,  allow,  and  confirm  from  time  to 
time  all  claims  and  titles  to  land  formerly  granted 
either  to  towns  or  individuals  by  the  General  Court, 
and,  when  allowed,  they  were  to  "  pass  the  seal  of  the 
government  for  confirmation."  In  pursuance  uf  this 
order,  all  the  grants  made  to  Bridgewater,  as  above 
stated  and  described,  were  confirmed  by  the  following 
deed  under  the  hand  of  Governor  Hinckley  and  the 
seal  of  the  government : 

CONFIRMATORY    DEED    FROM    QOVERNOll   TIIO.MAS 
HINCKLEY   TO    THE   TOWN   OF   BUIDtiEWATEU. 

"At  his  Majesty's  Court  of  Assistants,  held  at  Plymouth  the 
6">  of  March,  A.D.  16S5-86. 

"  To  oft  to  whom  these  prenenlt  ihatl  come,  Thomas  Hinckley, 
Esq.,  Governor  of  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  New  Plymouth,  in 
New  England,  sendeth  greeting. 

"  WHErtEAS,  At  his  Majesty's  general  court,  held  at  Plym- 
outh the  i"'  of  June,  1685,  it  was  ordered  and  enacted  that  the 
court  of  assistants  be  from  time  to  lime  a  committee  empowered 
to  examine,  allow,  and  confirm  all  such  claims  and  titles  to 
lands  which  were  formerly  granted  or  allowed  by  the  general 
court,  either  to  townships  or  particular  person.-,  which,  being 
allowed  by  the  said  committee,  shall  pass  the  seal  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  further  confirmation  thereof;  and  forosuiuch  as  it  hath 
been  made  to  appear  to  the  said  court  of  aasL-iiants,  now  sitting 
at  Plymouth,  the  first  Tuesday  in  March,  lG85-b().  that  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  was  granted  by  W""  Bradford,  Esq.,  and  his 
associates,  assembled  in  court,  in   the  year  of  our  Lord  1646, 
unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Duxbury  (a  cuuipetcnt  pro- 
portion of  lands),  about  a  place  called  by  the  Indians  M'tnixi- 
•jHutucketf  for  a  plantation  for  them,  the  inhal'itauts  uf  L)u.\bury, 
and  that  they  shall   have  it  four   miles  every   way   from   the 
centre;  tho  inhabitants  of  Duxbury  being  lilty-six  in  number, 
by  agreement  among  themselves,  every  otic  were  tu  have  equal 
shares,    who,    by    the   approbation    and    appointmeut    of    his 
Majesty's  honored  court  in  New  Plymouth,  U>4o,  did  employ 
Mr.  Constant  Soutbworth,  with  some  others,  to  purchase  the 
above-mentioned  tract  of  lund  of  Ossamequin,  chief  .Sachem  of 
tho  Poconocket  country,  which  being  done,  anil  now  inhabiteil 
by  many  of  the  proprietors,  is  now  called  BfiUtjctnilti\  and  all 
such  privileges  allowed  to  them  as  the  court  alluws  or  gl■ant^ 
toother  townships;  and  having  set  up  their  centre,  his  .Majcaiy's 
court  held  at  Plymouth,   lUliS,  did  giant  to   Ji,  nlijuLniti-  six 
miles  from    ibe  centre  on  all   four  sides,  where  furiucr  grants 
made  by  the  court  bindereth  not,  as  appears  in  court  records, 
and  is  bounded  out  by  the  agents  of  each  re-^peciive  town  ad- 
joining, as  appears  by  their  hands  to  their   agreeiiiellt,  and   as- 
sented to  and  acknowledged  before  the  Governor  and  his  asso- 
ciates, sitting  in  his  Majesty's  cuuit  held  at  Plyiiiuuth,  the  L'ud 
of  March,  1685/6,  the  bounds  of  the  whole  town>liip  being  set- 
tled between  them  and  other  towns  adjoining,  are  as  tolluwctli  : 
The  bounds  betwixt  Bridgewater  and  Tauntun   being  a  heap  of 
stones  lying  four  miles  west  from  thu  centre,  and  running  north 
from  station  to  sUtion  lUl  it  meet  with  tho  line  of  the  culniiies ; 
and  from  said  heap  of  stones  south  to  a  heap  of  stones  lying  to 
thu  west  uf  Unkete«t  Pond,  and  from  thence  southeast   into  a 
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greiit  wliile  oak  beinj;  umrked  witb  a  T  for  Taunton,  and  on  the 
Durtli  side  witb  &  li  fur  Itridgcwaier,  iiud  60  fiuQi  ?t:ition  to 
citation  till  it  cunie  to  the  gre;it  river  on  the  westward  sidu  uf  a 
spot  uf  ineuduw,  according;  to  the  a>;reeiucnt  uf  the  u^entd  of 
botli  towns.  And  the  buunds  between  MIddlcliorough  and 
Brid-^uwater  is  the  great  river,  until  it  come  to  tlie  north  sido 
of  Mr.  StaDdi.-h's  land,  lying  un  the  mouth  uf  Winnetuxit  rivur, 
and  so  from  the  norlh  side  of  said  Slundish's  lund  until  it  meet 
with  the  easternmost  line  of  BritJgewiLter,  being  a  liciip  of 
stuuc^,  t'uur  miles  from  the  centre,  which  is  the  bounds  between 
tbem  and  the  Major's  purchase,  runutiig  from  ;^aid  hca[>  uf 
stones  «outh  and  by  west  half  a  jiuint  wc.-lerly  until  it  uicet  with 
said  StiinJish's  land,  »te.,  and  from  the  afi)resaid  heap  uf  stones 
running  north-ni»rtliPU!-t  from  station  to  station  tu  fuur  white- 
oaks,  the  easternmost  marked  on  all  four  sides,  and  sO  fiom 
station  to  station  until  it  meet  with  the  north  line.  The  north 
bounds  being  six  miles  Horn  the  centre  to  a  cuuipany  uf  small 
trees  marked,  being  to  the  northwiird  of  a  great  roeli,  and  frum 
the  aforesaid  marked  trees  running  ea^^t  until  it  meet  with  the 
above  said  northeast  line,  and  from  the  afuremeutiuncd  marked 
trees  running  west  until  it  meet  with  ibe  line  of  the  colonies, 
und  with  the  line  of  the  colonies  till  it  meet  with  the  westerly 
line  and  Taunton  (now  Ea^ton)  bounds.  AM  which  lands,  both 
upland  and  meadow,  swamps,  cedar  swamp:*,  ponds,  rivers, 
brnoks,  springs,  wood,  underwood,  and  all  herbage,  ieedings, 
minerals,  with  all  riglits,  liherties,  privileges,  and  appurtenances 
tiicreto  belonging,  unto  the  appropriated  inhaliilants  and  uilier 
proprietors,  though  not  iuhabitants  uf  the  said  town  of  Bridge- 
water,  according  to  each  person's  several  and  respective  title  or 
interest  therein,  excepting  two-tilth  parts  of  the  royal  mine, 
one-fifth  part  to  his  royal  majesty,  and  the  other  one-hftb  part 
to  the  president  and  cuuneil.  To  have  and  tu  hold  unto  the 
said  town  and  proprietors  respectively,  to  their  and  every  uf 
tlieir  heirs  and  assigns  furever,  according  to  the  tenor  of  our 
eharter  or  letters  patent  granted  by  tho  honorablu  council  at 
Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  fur  tho  planting,  ordering, 
and  governing  of  New  England,  derivatury  frum  his  Majesty 
King  James  the  First,  of  happy  memory;  and  in  testimony 
hcrcuf  duth  allow  the  public  seal  of  the  Government  to  beathxud 
thereunto  for  the  further  cuntirmution  thereut. 

"TuuMAS  lliNLKLtv,    Uovenoi.  :.. 
•'Attest,     Nathaniel  Clauk,  S'ecrttatt/." 

A  confirmatiou  uf  the  original  purcliaso  luaJti  uf 
Os^uiuequiu  wus  also  obtuiuod  about  tl;e  saiiiC  time, 
as  follows : 

CONFIRMATORY  DEED  FROM   JOSlAH   WAMPATUCK 
TO    DKIDGEWATEK. 

*'  Til    all    Chrialiitii   people   t>i    idnnn    (hem:   prtaentu    tlitill  cuuie, 

Juaiiih    W'liuipttliivic  ttuiirth  ijrtethiif. 

"  Knuio  i/e,  that  X,  Josiah  aforesaid,  for  and  in  con:*ideration 
of  ten  pounds  in  monoy  to  uie  in  hand  paid,  and  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  lying  on  the  upper  und  uf  Poor  Me;idow,  on  the 
lower  side  of  a  foot-path  thiit  goeth  to  Scituate,  lying  on  buth 
sides  of  the  river,  doth  cuufirm,  establish,  und  ratify  untu  Sam- 
uel Eiison,  sen.,  Eosign  Julin  Ilaward,  and  John  Willis,  sen.,  in 
behalf  uf  tho  purchasers  and  town  of  Bridge  water,  in  New  Plyui- 
outh  Colony,  in  New  England,  and  to  their  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns  furever,  all  that  whole  tract  of  litnd 
lying  northward  of  the  south  four-mile  line  of  Bridgewater, 
which  0?samequin,  Suchein  of  the  Pueonocket  country,  by  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  his  Majesty's  General  Court  hehl  at 
Plyuiuuth,  in  New  England,  in  the  year  1G45,  sold  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Duxbury,  as  appears  by  deed,  under  Ossameq^uin's 
bund,  to  Capt.  Miles  St:indish,  Mr.  Constant  Southworth,  and 


Samuel  Nuub.  as  agents  for  tho  town  of  Duxbury.  I,  the  above 
said  Josiah,  do  ratify  and  cuntlrm  the  above  said  sale  of  Ossa- 
me<iuin's,  and  bargain  of  lands  belonging  tu  liiidgewater,  as 
uplands,  swamps,  meadows,  brooks,  rivers,  punils,  timber,  un- 
derwood, herbage,  mines,  witb  all  cotnmuditien,  buneliis,  privi- 
leges, immunities,  and  appurtenances  whatever  tlieruin  con- 
tained. 

"  I,  the  above  said  Josiah,  also  do  ratify,  establish,  and  cun- 
firm,  aud  forever  make  over  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest  in 
the  above-mentioned  land  from  me,  my  heirs,  exccuturs,  and 
assigns,  unto  the  above  said  Samuel  Edsun,  John  Haward,  and 
Juhn  Willis,  agents  for  the  town  of  liridgewater,  their  iieiis, 
executors,  admini.-trators,  and  assigns  forever,  to  have,  and  to 
hold,  occupy,  and  enjoy  as  their  proper  right  forever,  witliout 
any  claim,  title,  interest,  or  molestation  to  be  made  by  me,  my 
heirf,  executors,  or  as^signs,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to 
any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  in,  by,  or  under  me  any  way  apper- 
taining;  and  do  by  these  presents   bind  myself,  and  heirs,  and 

;  executors,  and  assigns  tu  maintain  and  dcl'end  the  altuve-men- 
tioned  sale  of  lands  against  other  Indian  ur  Indians  tliat  shall 
make  any  claim  or  title  to  any  part  or  parcel  thereof." 

I        "Id   witness  whereof  l  have  set  to   my   haml  and  seal   this 

I    twenty-third  day  of  December,  and   in   tho  second  year  of  the 

;    reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  James  If.  a.o.  one  thou.-;iiid 

I  six  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

[  "  The  mark  of  Josi  \  ii  \V  \  m  i-.\  i  i'ck. 

'        "  Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of  u.-s. 

I       "  John  SouLt. 

1       "JoHi;pii   Caiistow. 

I       "Samuel  Tinslev. 

j       "  December  2;^d,  1G86. 

I        •*  Recorded,  p.  425,  in  the  Great  Cook  of  Ptceords. 

'*  Pr.  SA-MrKt.  Si'ii.vfii'K. 

"Acknowledged  before 

"  AViI.M  AM    Lilt  Ahl-Oltl), 

"  D'putij   a.aurnov." 

The  o(ie  hundred  acre.s  uieiitiiiucd  in  tiie  abuve 
confirniation  were  afterwards  repurciiufted  by  indi- 
viduals in  the  town.  From  this  deed  it  appeals  the 
•greatest  part  of  the  town  was  twiec  puiclia.-icd  of  the 
Endiaos, — ouee  of  tlie  Massasoit,  and  auaiii  of  Waui- 
patuek, — and  a  valuable  consideration  paid  each  liiue. 
By  the  boundaries  of  the  town,  a.s  described  in  Gov- 
ernor Hinckley's  deed  of  cunlirniation,  it  is  evidunt 
a  j;ore  of  land  was  still  left  un  the  ntirth  between 
Bridj^ewater  (now  Brockton)  and  tlie  lint?  of  ihe 
colonies,  commencing  at  tlie  point  where  the  six-mile 
line  met  the  colony  line  towards  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  town,  and  thence  extendinj^  easteily  to  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  town,  where  the  distance  to 
the  county  line  is  considerable.  The  westerly  und 
narrow  end  of  this  j^ore  having  been  purchased  of  the 
government  after  the  union  of  the  colonies  by  Daniel 
Howard  and  Robert  Howard,  was,  on  the  petition  of 
the  selectmen  of  the  town,  annexed  to  Bridgewater, 
Oct.  15,  1730.  These  several  grunts  aud  additions 
constituted  all  the  territory  ever  belonging  to  Bridge- 
water  in  its  greatest  extent.  Tlie  greatest  part  ol 
Abingtou    and   what  is   now   Hanson    at  that  period 
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belonged  to  Bridgewater,  which  must  then  have  con- 
taioed  abuut  ninety-six  square  miles.  In  this  situation, 
and  with  these  extensive  territorial  dimensions,  the 
town  remained  without  change  or  diminution  till 
June  10,  1712,  when  Abington  was  incorporated. 

When  ihe  Abington  petitioners  first  applied  for  an 
act  of  incorporation,  July  4,  1706,  they  denominated 
themselves  "  certain  inhabitants  of  the  east  part  of 
the  town  of  Bridgewater,  and  proprietors  of  a  certain 
tract  of  land  between  the  towns  of  Weymouth,  Hing- 
ham,  Scituate,  and  Bridgewater,"  and  when  the  act 
was  finally  passed,  in  1712,  the  boundaries  were  thus 
described  : 

"  On  the  north  with  tlie  line  of  the  colonics  of  the  Massuchu- 
settd  Biiy  and  Plymoth,  on  tlio  eadt  upon  the  town  of  SciCuate, 
on  the  ijouih  with  the  line  thiit  is  the  southerly  bounds  of  lund 
of  John  Gushing,  Esq.,  and  of  John  Gushing,  Jr.,  Esq.,  thence 
on  the  southwesterly  side  by  certaio  bounds  which  the  town  of 
Bridjjewaicr  have  set  and  prefixed  to  Beaver  Brook,  and  on  the 
west  with  the  said  brook  until  it  comes  to  the  extent  of  Bridge- 
water  noithward,  together  with  a  small  gore  of  land  lying  be- 
tween the  siiid  town  of  Bridgewater  and  the  said  line  of  the 
colonies,  the  town  of  Bridgewater  having  signified  their  consent 
thereto." 

By  tiie  plain  and  express  language  of  the  statute, 
the  whole  gore  is  included  in  Abington  ;  but  for  some 
reasons  now  unknown,  the  '•  Howard  Farms"  aecm, 
as  the  seluctiueu  of  Bridgewater  in  their  petition 
stated,  to  have  been  considered  as  "  belonging  to  no 
town,"  till  they  were  annexed  to  Bridgewater  iu  1730. 
Another  considerable  tract  on   the  east  part  of   the 


town  was  annexed  to  Pembroke,  June  7,  1754,  and 
now  constitutes  the  greater  part  of  Hanson.  The  old 
Bridgewater  line  was  as  far  east  as  the  west  line  of 
the  farm  formerly  owned  and  occupied  by  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  Hitchcock.  These  two  are  the  only  in- 
stances in  which  any  considerable  portions  of  the 
town  have  been  annexed  to  other  corporations. 
Questions  and  disputes  as  to  boundaries  were  for- 
merly frequently  arising  between  this  and  neighbor- 
ing towns.  The  latest  occurred  with  Middleboro', 
which  was  finally  settled  by  court  June  8,  17 IG, 
when  the  great  river  was  constituted  the  boundary 
between  them.  This  seems  to  have  been  done  in 
pursuance  of  the  express  power  which  the  court 
had  reserved  to  itself  in  the  "two-mile  additional 
grant."  The  boundaries  of  the  town,  as  finally 
settled,  may  be  thiLS  described :  On  the  east  it  is 
bounded  by  Halifax  and  Hanson  ;  on  the  north  by 
Abington,  Randolph,  and  Stoughton  ;  on  the  west  by 
Easton  and  Raynham  ;  and  on  the  south  by  Middle- 
boro', Titicut  River  there  constituting  the  boundary. 
It  is  the  northwest  town  in  the  county  of  Plymouth, 
adjoining  the  county  of  Norfolk,  or  Old  Colony  line, 
on  the  north  and  the  county  of  Bristol  on  the  west. 
Its  dimeosioDS  may  be  estimated  at  about  twelve  miles 
by  six,  and  as  containing  at  least  seventy  square  miles. 
The  centre  of  the  town  is  about  twenty-six  miles 
from  Boston,  twenty  from  Plymouth,  and  ten  from 
Taunton. 
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CHAPTER      I. 

Petition  of  tbe  Nortli  Precinct  to  be  set  otF  into  a  separate 
Town — Charter  for  ii  Precinct — First  Meeting  of  tlio  Satue — 
Selectmen — Clerks — Treuuurers — Parish  Committee — Moder- 
ators of  Precinct  Meeiings— Parish  Tax  for  1744— Poll  Tax 
List  fur  177U— Unilod  States  Land  Tax,  1798. 

North  Parish  of  Bridgewater. — On  account  of 
the  labor  of  attending  ou  church  worship  at  "so 
remote  a  distance"  from  home,  fifty-five  individuals 
belonging  in  the  old  North  Parish  sent  a  petition  to 
the  General  Court,  xsking  to  be  set  off  into  a  separate 
township,  which  petition  was  so  far  granted  as  to 
allow  them  the  powers  and  privileges  usually  allowed 
to  parishes. 

Tlie  following  is  a  copy  of  petition  and  the  act  of 
incorporation : 

"To  His  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq"".,  Ciipt*°  General 
and  Guvernuur  in  Chief  in  and  over  bis  Majesties  Province  of 
the  Mastiuchu.<ctt^  Bay,  in  New  England,  and  to  the  llunuur- 
oblc  hid  ^Majesties  Cuuueil  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Generil  Court  Assembled  at  Boston,  on  the  31"*'  of  Alay,  173S, 
the  Petition  of  us,  the  Subscribers,  Inhnbitants  of  the  Town 
of  Bridgewaler,  Consisting  Chiedy  of  tbe  North  part  of  the 
west  precinct,  and  two  Familys  of  the  East  Precinct,  in  s** 
Town, — 

"  Humbly  Sheweth : 
"That,  when  the  meeting-house  was  lately  bult  In  the  West 
precinct,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North  part  of  a<^  Wedt  preeinrt 
Cheerfully  C»UAented  to,  and  Did  their  proportionable  part  In, 
building  of  b"^  meeting  House  where  it  Now  stand;;,  tho  very 
Remote  from  the  Pclitioni-rs,  and  at  sucU  a  Diatnncc  iiom  them 
so  as  but  few  of  their  Fjiiuilies  Ever  Cuuld,  without  Great  DitH- 
culty,  attend  tlie  Publick  Worship  of  God  there;   but,  Notwith- 
standing, thay   were  Willing  to  Do  the  utmost  of  their  power 
and  ability  to  l*rumt>ie  tlie  Worship  ot  God  their.  In  hopes  when 
they  were  able  to  have  it  Nearer  to  them;    and,  by  tho   Piovi- 
denci:  of  God.  tiiay  are  Greatly  Increased  In  Numbers  and  Some- 
thing In  Estates,  So  that  tbay  look  upon  themselves  Capable  of  ! 
Buldiuga  Mt  L•ting-Hou^c,  and  Sittling  a  Minister,aud  uphold-  | 
ing  the  PuhlicU  Worship  of  Guil  amuug  themcelves,  aud  are  lu    j 
ho[>es  that  the  Best  part  ol'  the  Town  and  \Vcst  preeinet  have   ! 
no  Just  Cause  to  ol'jeel  uguinst  it,  Since  we  have  been  5o  help-    I 
ful,  aud    Done  to  the  utmo.-t  of  our  power  in  SittUng  the  uiiu-    ; 
i?ter  ami  Uulding  the  New  Meeting  House,  In  s**  We?t  preeiiiuts   i 
and  we  are  willing  aud  Desirous  that  what  we  then  Did  should 
be  left  to  that  precinct,  who  are  now  able  of  themselvei,  under  I 
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their  priesent  good  and  Growing  Circumstance-'^,  to  maintain  tlio 
Publick  Worship  of  God  there  without  us,  us  will  appear  by  the 
Valuation  of  their  E^tates  herewith  exhibited,  which  the  more 
Eruboldens  us  to  petition  this  Honourable  Court  to  Set  us  oil'  a 
Distinct  and  Separate  Township,  by  the  following  metes  and 
Bounds,  which  Includes  not  only  the  North  part  of  Bridgewatcr, 
but  a  small  Tract  of  land  and  a  few  of  tbe  Inhaliitants  of  the 
town  of  Stoughton,  which  suitable  accomoditea  them  as  well  as 
ufl,  viz.:  Beginning  at  a  white-oak  tree  standing  on  the  North 
west  part  of  Jonalhun  Packard's  field,  on  the  Easrerly  side  of 
Countrey  Road,  and  from  thence  East  and  West  till  It  meets 
with  EastoQ  Line,  and  East  till  it  meets  with  the  East 
precinct  Line,  and  (hen  North  on  s*^  Line  Half  one  uiile,  and 
then  North  East  till  it  meet  with  Beaver  Brook;  then  by  ^aid 
Brook  to  tbe  Colony  Line,  So  called;  then  Westerly  by  s^ 
Lino  to  a  Beacb-tree  which  is  the  Easterly  Corner  Bountls  of 
Stoughton  ;  then  on  the  Line  between  Brantrey  and  Stoughton 
to  Capt.  Curtis'  Land;  then  Westerly  to  Salisbery  plain  River; 
then  Southerly  by  a**  Rover  to  the  Colony  Line;  then  Westerly 
by  a**  Line  to  Easton  Lino;  and  then  South  By  a*^  Line  lii.-t 
mentioned.  We,  having  in  tinie  pa;<t  once  aud  again  petitioned 
this  Honourable  Court  for  Relief  in  the  prouiises,  hut  it  i^o  hap- 
pened that  this  Honoured  Court  Did  not  then  Grant  the  prayer 
of  our  petition  in  full,  But  Nevertheleas,  according  to  oui'  De- 
nier, Sent  a  Committee  to  view  aud  Consider  our  Cireumrtam.es, 
whoso  report  (we  bumblcy  Coucove)  was  something  DiUerent 
from  What  wo  prayed  for  in  our  petition,  and  the  uialier  falling 
through,  in  as  much  as  it  happeucd  that  his  Excellenoy  tho 
Governour  Did  not  then  sign  what  the  Honoured  Court  atled 
on  »aid  report,  and  we  remaining  under  oui'  Dillicultles  and  un- 
relieved, But  yet  taking  encouragement  t'runi  what  wa>  acted  ou 
s^  report  by  the  Honoured  Court,  and  also  from  what  was  acted 
by  our  town  in  general,  at  a  Town-meeting  Legally  Callid  and 
Notified  to  that  purpose,  on  the  lo^i^of  February  T^aaf,  In  which 
Wo  had  tbe  major  vote  for  our  being  set  oil' a  Di>tinrt  Toun- 
Bhip,  and,  that  we  might  not  be  under  Ditllculties  In  Bulding 
an  Uouso  and  Settling  a  Minister  all  iit  once,  have  ereeleil  ami 
Incloaed  a  good  House  lor  the  publicke  Wor.--hip  of  tJod  Wliere 
it  may  Best  accomodate  us  all.  AVe  Do  therfoic  think  it  uiir 
duty  oueo  mure  humbly  to  Renew  our  Petition  thai  We  may  bo 
set  ort' a  Township  as  Before  herein  [irayeil  for,  and  we  Iltnnblo 
beg  leave  here  to  say,  that  what  we  uow  oiler  in  Ite-peel  ol  our 
being  So  Set  otf  is  Sincerity  for  the  promoting  the  Wurahip  of 
God  and  Religion  In  the  Puriety  uf  it  among  u:-. 

"  Wherefore  we  pray  your  Excellency  and  lluuouis  would  be 
pleased  to  here  our  Ret^uest  and  Grant  our  pL-tiiion,  aud  ar  we 
in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  pray. 

*'  Robert  Howard.  Charles  Snell. 

John  Johnson.  Charles  Cu-^hiuan. 

John  Kinsman  (2^).  Nathaniel  llamuiund. 

David  Packard.  Theoplis  Curtis. 
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William  Curtis. 

Ashley  Curlis. 

KdwurJ  Curtis. 

Duvid  Hill. 

William  Frinch,  Jr. 

James  Hewett. 

Daniel  Howard. 

Hugh  McCormiek. 

Nathan  Keith. 
SolumuQ  Packard. 

William  Frinch. 
Henry  Ivin;^man. 
John  Wornmll. 
Jaijies  Paciiard. 
John  Kingman  (.3'*). 
Waller  Downie. 
Davi.l  Packard,  Jr. 
.James  Berret. 
Benjamin  Edsou. 
Charles  Bestwiek. 
John   Packard. 
Michael  Langt'orJ. 
Kphrim  Willis. 


Joseph  Pcttongall. 

Abiel  Packard. 

Akerman  Pettingall. 

Zacliriah  Carj. 
John  Pratt. 
Timothy  Keith. 
Joshua  Warren. 
Constant  Southworth. 
Seth  Packard. 
Samuel  Brett. 
John  Allen. 
John  Dixon. 
William  Packard. 
Abiah  Keith. 
Tsaac  Fuller. 
Joseph  Richards. 
Thomas  Buck. 
Isaac  Kingman. 
Zacheus  Packard. 
Abijah  Hill. 
Dauiel  Field,  Jr. 
Timothy  Keith,  Jr. 
Zachry  Snelt. 


Jacob  .Vllcn. 

•'  Iv  Tin:  HousK  of  UKiMiEsiCNT.VTn-Ks,  June  U,  IT.'iS. 
"  Kcail  anil  ordi-re.l  that  lliu  petitioners  .«aivo  the  We;^t  Pre- 
cinct in  the  town  of  l!i  idgoivalcr,  and  also  the  town  ul'  Stongh- 
tou,  with  a  Copy  of  the  peiition,  that  Ihay  show  Cause  (Ifany 
they  havej,  on  the  lir.-t  Thursday  of  the  jetting  of  the  Couit, 
why  the  prayor  thereof  .-hould  not  be  granted;  and  Ihe  peti- 
tion is  referred,  the  njcautime,  fur  Consideration. 
"Sent  lip  for  Concurancc. 

"J.  Qli.ncv,  Sjj/:r. 
"In  CouvciL,  June  15,  173S. 


"  Bead  and  coueurrid. 
"16"'  Consented  to. 


"J.  WlLLAUD,   ^eCltllin, 


'J.  BKLCIIF.n." 


■'In  Council,  Dec.  I,  1738. 

"  lle.id  again,  togather  with  the  answer  of  the  West  Precinct, 
In  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  and  otiier  papers  In  the  Case ;  and, 
the  parties  bciug  admitted  before  the  Bord.  were  fully  Heard, 
in  their  picas  and  allegations,  thereon  ;  all  which  being  consid- 
ered,— 

"  Or.Df;i:i:u,  That  Ihe  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far  granted 
as  that  all  the  land,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon  living,  half  a 
mile  to  Ihe  northward  of  an  east  and  wett  line,  from  the  whito- 
ouk  at  Jonathan  Packard's  corner,  together  with  David  Pack- 
ard, .Solomon  Packard,  and  Jacob  Allen,  inhabitants  of  the  east 
aide  of  the  river,  their  families  and  esuies,  bo  set  ott'  and  con- 
stituted a  distinct  and  separate  parish,  and  be  invented  with  the 
poures,  privileges,  and  imniunitys  that  all  other  precincU  or 
parishes  wetliin  this  Province  do  or  by  law  ought  to  Injoy. 

"  Scut  down  for  concurrence. 

"Simon    FuoST,   llejiuly  Seaelurij. 

"  In  the  Housk  of  REPntsENTiTivEs,  Dec.  2,  1738. 
"  Read  and  Concurrid. 

"J.  QuiNCV,  Sjjkr. 
"  Juiiiiiiii/  3. — Consented  to. 

"J.  Bklcher. 
"  A  true  copy.     Examined. 

"SuiON   FliosT,  Bepnii/  Secreluri/. 
"  This  is  a  true  Copy  of  an  etisted  copy  examined  By  me. 
"  RoiiEnx   HoWAUD,  Puii,h  Clerk." 
6o 


NOTIFICATION    OF    FIRST    MEETIXfi. 

"Pursuant  to  a  warrant  directed  to  me  from  Samuel  Pool, 

one  of  His  Majiistise  Justices  of  the  Pees  for  the  County  of 

I    Plymouth,  these  are  therfore  to  notify  the  freelioldcrs  and  other 

I    inhabitants  of  the  North  Preoinot,  in  Bridgewater,  to  assemble 

and  meet  together  at  the  meeting-house  in  said  Xorth  Precinct, 

I   in  Bridgewater,  on  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  February  Next,  at 

one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  then  and  there  to  Elect  and 

chouse  all  precinct  olhcers  that  shall  be  needful   for  the  present 

year  to  be  chosen.     Dated  at  Bridgewater,  Jan.  the  I'J'",  173S-9. 

".\UIEI.    Packahii." 

The  first  meetiDg;  held  in   the  North  Parish  after 

j  the  grant  of  the  petition  to  become  a  separate  parisli 

was  held  Feb.  5,  1739,  for  the  purpose  of  organization 

and  choosing  the  necessary  officers,  as  appears  hy  tlie 

following  record : 

"feb.  the  5th  year,  1738-9. 

"The  North  Precinct,  In  Bridgewater,  Being  Legally  Noti- 
fyed,  meet  to  (iather  at  the  place  and  time  of  Day  Spesselied  In 
the  Notilication,  and  the  meeting  was  settelcd  by  Iho  Chose  of 
Timothy  Keith,  ilodorator  of  a^  meeting,  i  Robert  llawaril  was 
chosen  Clark  of  s''  meeting,  and  the  Moderator,  by  the  voice  of 
the  precinct,  ajorned  the  meeting  Half  one  Houre  to  the  house 
of  John  Johnson,  :ind  Robert  Haward  was  precinct  L'lark  for 
the  present  year,  and  sworn  to  the  faithfull  Discharge  of  his 
Ollise,  anil  Timothy  Keith,  David  Packard,  ,v  Daniel  llmvaid 
ware  Chosen  precinct  Commettec,  and  it  was  further  put  to 
vote  whether  the  precinct  would  Ch use  any  more  precinct  Ollisers, 
and  it  was  voted  In  the  Negetive, 

"  ROBtlUT    HaWAIII),   I    I't"-'nirt 

"Timothy  Keith,  )     tV.ii/.-. 

"  Mutlcriitur.  17311." 

Official  History  of  the  North  Parish  of  Bridg-e- 
water  (now  Brockton). — Previous  to  17uo  the  imui- 
ber  of  selectmen  in  the  old  town  of  Bridgewater  was 
three,  and  they  were  chosen  by  nomination,  which 
cu.stom  was  continued  till  1757,  when  the  number 
chosen  yearly  was  five, — one  from  each  parish, — till 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  North  BriiJ;.;ewatLT. 
The  following  are  those  chosen  for  the  North  Pari.^h 
of  Bridgewater : 

SELECTMEN. 


Shepard  Fiske,  1757-74. 
Col.  Simeon  Cary,  1770-75. 
Nathaniel  Reynolds,  1776, '77. 
Col.  Josiah  Uayden,  1770-SU. 
Lieut.  John  Howard,  17S1. 
Col.  Josiah  llayden,  I7S2. 
Capt.  Jesse  Perkins,  1783-85, 


Issochar  Snell,  Esq.,  17Sti-SS. 
Capt.  Jesse  Perkins,  17SU-'J5. 
Maj.  Daniel  Cary,  17'J(l-Ib()l. 
Capt.  Abel  Kingman,  1S02-17, 

'ia-21. 
Eliphalet     Kingman,    Esq., 

1818. 


CLERKS. 
List  of  clerks  in  the  North  Parish  of  Bridgewater, 
and  the  years  each  has  served : 


Robert  Howard,  1739-71. 
John  Howard,  1772-81. 
Daniel  Howard,  1782-85. 
Capt.  Jesse  Perkins,  1786-91. 
Daniel  Cary,  1792-1802. 


Capt.  Jesse  Perkins,  1802-15. 
Jesse  Perkins,  Jr.,  1816-18. 
Adin  Packard,  I8IU. 
Lemuel  French,  isju,  '21, 
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TREASURERS. 
Treasurers  of  the    North  Parish  of   Bridgewater 
from  1738  to  1821  : 


Abiel  Packard,  1738—13. 
Doacon  Samuel  Wc.-t,  1744, '45. 
Samuel  lliett,  1746-48. 
Constant  Souihworlh,  1747. 
Daniel  llowaiU,  174'J-51. 
Isaac  Packard,  1752-54. 
Abia  ICeitb,  1755,  '5'J-61, 
Tliuuias  Torrcy,  175G,  '5S. 
Jabci  Field,  1757. 
Abel  Packard,  17U2. 
Dr.  Jolin  Staples  Cral't3,  1763, 

'lU. 
Zacliariab  Cary,  1765. 
liarnubas  Packard,  1766-71. 
Natbaniel    Southworth,    1772, 

'76,  '77. 


Capt.  Jease  Perkins,  1773,  '81, 

'82. 
Ititiacliar  Snell,  1774. 
Reuben  Packard,  1775. 
Simeon  Packard,  1778,  '79. 
Simeon  Cary,  1780. 
Capt.  David  Packard,  1783. 
Lieut.  Daniel  Cary,  1784-92. 
Jonutban  Perkins,  17'J3,  '94. 
Abel  Kinijman,  I795-1S0O. 
Caleb  Howard,  ISOl. 
Cajit.  Howard  Cary,  1802-9. 
Perez  Crocker,  1810. 
Jonathan  Duals,  1811,  '12. 
Ichabod  Howard,  1813. 
Edward  Southworth,  1814-21. 

PARISH    COMMITTEE. 
Couiiiiittce   of  the   North    Parish   of  Bridj;;ewator 
from  173S  to  18-l,sliowing  tlie  years  each  has  .'served : 

Timothy  Keith,  1738-40,  '49. 

David  Packard,  1738-45. 

Daniel  Howard,  17.iS,  '39,  '41-43,  '52-55. 

Samuel  Kiuguian,  1739-40. 

James  Packard,  1741,  '42,  "51,  '52. 

Z.icbariah  Snell,  1743,  '46,  '47,  '54. 

Samuel  West,  1714,  '45. 

Abiol  Packard,  1746-48,  '50,  '52,  '54,  '56-53,  '60,  '61,  '63-69. 

iMose»  Curtis,  1748,  '49. 

Solomon  Packard,  1749. 

Robert  Howard,  1750,  '51,  '50,  '70,  'SI. 

Henry  Kinsman,  1750,  '51,  '55,  '67,  '68. 

Sbepard  Fiske,  1753,  '55-58. 

Simeon  Cary,  1759,  '61,  '77,  '79,  '91. 

Nathaniel  Reynolds,  1759,  '60,  "70,  '72,  '74,  '75. 

Constant  Southworth,  1760,  '62,  '64. 

Ebencwr  Packard,  1762,  '63,  '68,  '69,  '73,  '74. 

Isaac  Packard,  1765,  '72. 

Abia  Keith,  1770. 

Barnabas  Howard,  1771,  '72,  '74,  '76,  '78. 

Dr.  Philip  Bryant,  1771,  '75,  '76,  '79,  '95,  '97. 

Jacob  Packard,  1772. 

Simeon  Ilrett,  1777. 

Deacon  David  Edson,  1776. 

Josiah  Hayden,  1778, 

Jesse  Perkins,  1780,  'S3,  '91,  '93,  '96,  '98-1800. 

Jonathan  Cary,  1780,  '84,  '85,  '87-90. 

Capt.  Zebedce  Snell,  1780,  '86,  '94,  '95. 

Zechariab  Gurncy,  1781,  1812,  '21. 

Ichabod  Edson,  1781. 

Issachar  Snell,  1782,  '84-93. 

Matthew  Kini-man,  1782-93,  '98. 

Reuben  Packard,  1782. 

William  Shaw,  1783. 

Ichabod  Howard,  1794,  1802, '04-06. 

Dr.  Elisha  Tillaou,  1794,  '95,  '97. 

Capt.  Lemuel  Packard,  1796,  '99,  1803,  '07,  '08. 

'i'imolby  Ames,  1790. 

Dr.  John  S.  Crafts,  1797. 

Col.  Caleb  Howard,  1798,  1801,  '03,  '11-13,  '15-21. 

Joseph  Silvester,  Esq.,  1799,  1800. 

Jonathan  Perkins,  Jr.,  18110,  'lu,  '15,  '19,  '20. 


Issachar  Snell,  Jr.,  1801. 

Daniel  Cnry,  1801. 

Perez  Southworth,  1802,  '04-10,  '12-14,  '21. 

Howard  Cary,  1803. 

Capt.  Gideon  Howard,  1804-10. 

MoaesCary,  1807-09. 

Axa  Jones,  1809. 

Col.  Edward  Southworth,  1816. 

Abel  Kingman,  Esq.,  131 1,  '13,  '14. 

Thomas  Packard,  1811. 

Capt.  Robert  Packard,  1817,  '18. 

MODERATORS   OF    PRECINCT    MEETINGS. 
Moderators  of  the  yearly  precinct  meetings  for  tlie 
choice  of  officers  from   1738  to  the  incurjiurution  of 
the  town  of  North  Bridgewater  in  1821,  also  the  date 
of  annual  meetings  : 

Timothy  Keith,  Fob.  5,  1739.  |  Simoon  Cary,  M.irch  17,  1779. 
Timothy  Kciib,  Mar.  12,  1739.  |  Thomas  Thompson,  March  27, 
Jaa.  Packard,  March  26,  1739.  j       1780. 

John  Kingman,  Mar.  24,  1740.  |  Simeon  Brett,  JIarcli  19,  17S1. 
Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  23,  1741.  '  Capt.  Jc.-se  I'crUins,  .March  19, 
Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  23,  1742.  i        1782. 

Abicl  Packard,  Mar.  28,  1743.  j  Col.  Josiah  Hayden,  .M.irch  13, 
Daniel  Howard,  iVIar.  28,  1744.  I       1783. 

Sbepard  Fiske,  Jlar.  25,  1745.  |  Issachar    Suell,    E^q.,    March 
Daniel  Howard,  .Mar.  26, 1746.  j       11,  1781. 
Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  25,  1747.  I  Matthew    Kingman,  .Mar.    17, 
Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  28, 1748.  '       1785. 

Abiel  Packard,  Mar.  27,  1749.  j  Barnabas  Howard,  .March   29, 

1786. 
Dr.  Philip   Bryant,  .March  21, 

1787. 
Capt.  Zebedcc  Sucll,  .March  18, 

1788. 
Issachar    Snell,    Kstj.,    March 

19,  1789. 
Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  18,  1790. 
Issachar  Snell,  Mar.  22,  1791. 
Issachar  Snell,  .M.ir.  19,  1792. 
Issachar  Snell,  Mar.  19,  1793. 
Matthew    Kiuyman,    .Mar.   17, 

1794. 
Dr.  Elisha  TilUon,  .March   16, 

1795. 
Dr.  Philip  Bryant,  March  21, 

1796. 
Lemuel  Packard,  Mar.  9,  1797. 


Abiol  Packard,  Mar.  29,  1750. 
Ahiel  Packard,  Mar.  25,  1751. 
Sbepard  Fiske,  Mar.  25,  1752. 
Constant    Southworth,    March 

28,  1753. 
Sbepard  Fiske,  Mar.  28,  1754. 
Daaiul  Howard,  Mar.  26,  1755. 
Sbepard  Kiske,  Mar.  29,  1756. 
Sbepard  Fiske,  Mar.  28,  1757. 
Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  28,  1758. 
Zachariah  Snell,  Mar.  20,  1759. 
Simeon  Cary,  March  19,  1760. 
Constant  Southworth,    March 

16,  1761. 
Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  22,  1762. 
Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  25,  1763. 
Shepard  Fiske,  Mar.  19,  1764. 
Simeon  Brett,  March  27,  1765. 
Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  19,  1706.  ;  Daniel   Howard,  Jlar.  8,  1798. 


Daniel  Howard,  Mar.  18,  1767. 
Constant   Southworth,    March 
22,  1768. 


Caleb  Howard,  .March  7,  1799. 
JMatthew     Kingman,    Mar.    6, 
1800. 


Simeon  Cary,  March  20,  1769.  i  Joseph    Sylvester,  Jr.,   .March 

Simeon  Cary,  March  20,  1770,  j       2,  1801. 

Nathaniel    Reynolds,    March  |  Daniel  Howanl,  Jr.,  .Majch  4, 

20,  1771.  I       1802. 

Nathaniel     ReynoKla,     March  i  Daniel  Howard,  Jr.,  March  28, 

12,  1772.  I       1803. 

Simeon  Cary,  March  22,  1773.  '  Moses  Cary,  March  27,  1804, 
Simeon  Brett,  March  28,  1774.     Abel  Kingman,  Mar.  11,  1805. 


Nathaniel     Reynolds,    March 

20,  1775. 
Simeon  Cary,  March  14,  1776. 
Simeon  Cary,  Jlarch   17,  1777. 
Simeon  Cary,  March  25,  1778. 


Caleb  Howard,  .Mar.  27,  KSliO. 
Jona.  Pel  kins,  .Mar.  30,  18117. 
Howard  Cary,  .March  24,  lS(/8. 
Dr.  Xatlun  Perry,  .March  20, 
ISii'j. 


HISTORY   OF    BROCKTON. 


547 


Jona.  Perkins,  Mar.  19,  ISIO.    i  Joseph   Sylvester,  Jr.,  Maroh 

Gideon  Ilowurd,  Miir.  IS,  1811.  |  24,  1817. 

Caleb  Uowiird,  Mar.  23,  1812.  I  Joseph  Sylvester,  Jr.,  April  3, 

Jona.  I'crkins,  Mar.  15,  1813.    1  ISIS. 

Joa.     Sylvester,     March     24,  '■  Howard  Cary,  ^^({-t  March  25, 

18U.                                           i  ISlit. 

Joa.     Sylvester,     .March      13,  j  Caleb  Howard,  Mar.  10,  1820. 

1815.                                           j  Dr.  John  S.  Crafts,  March  10, 

Caleb  Howard,  March  4,  181G.  ,  1S21. 

PARISH  TAX,  17-14. 
Tlie  following  is  a  list  of  rates  as  made  out  by  the 
assessors  in  the  North  Parish  of  Bridgewator  (now 
Brockton)  for  the  payment  of  Rev.  John  Porter's 
salary  for  the  year  1744,  as  made  out  by  Daniel 
Howard  and  Robert  Howard,  assessors  of  the  pre- 
cinct, September  ye  14th,  1744,  and  committed  to 
Joshua  Warren,  constable,  for  collection,  and  is  in- 
serted to  show  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  parish  at  that 
date: 


Names. 


Polls.  Ta.x. 
£    I.  d. 


Nauiea. 


Polla.  Tax. 


Timothy  Keith 

Duvid    Packard 

Solomon  Packard.. 

Jacob  Allen 

John  IvLu^tiian  (2d) 
Belljatuin  Edaon... 
John  KiM;^iiiau  (3d) 
Henry  Uiri^tuun  .. 
Dcucon  Packard... 
Zeehariali  Packard 

James  Turrey 

Joshua  Warren 

Jaiucs  Hewett 

Micah  Lanj^lord..., 

Daniel  Kiekard 

Abiel  Packard 

C.  Suullnvuith 

AVidow  L.  Pack.ird 

Caleb  Phillips 

John  Julin-on 

Zachariah  Cary 

.Tohn  Prait 

Zeellariah   Sliell.... 

William  Kreneh 

Klish-t  buiihar 

Abiah  Kcitli 

Daniel  Field,  Jr.... 

Ebenezer  Hill 

John  li.ittles 

Jo..iepli  Pliinney.... 

Nmh'l   Ue.MloldH.... 

Thomas  Key  no  Ids.. 
Samuel    I'ettingill.. 

Asa  Pettinj;ill 

Isaac  Allen  

Helij.   llayward 

Zechari.ili  Cary 

Edward  While 

Joiin  R.iialall 

"William  Kicuch 

David  Kicuch 


3     3 


7 
11 

7 

3 

3 
11 

3 

3 

7  6 

7  6 

3  U 

7   6 


0  U 

7  6 

3  y 

7  0 

0  0 

3  9 

3  'J 


3  'J 

3  y 

3  U 

7  6 

3  'J 

3  y 


'   Issac  Fuller I 

I  Jacob  Packard 1 

Ale.xiinder  Wilson.   1 

David  iirown 1 

Daniel  Auu-s 1 

j  Daniel  Howard I 

I  Kobert  Howard 2 

Samuel  West 1 

Petatiah  Pbinney..   1 

Seth  Packard 1 

David  Packard,  Jr.   1 
William  Packard...  2 

Mark  Perkins 3 

Samuel  Brett 1 

A.Thompson 2 

Jabez  Field 2 

Walter  Downie 2 

Benj.  P.  ttin^'ill 1 

Joseph  Pcttingill...  1 

Peter  Edson I 

Benjamin  Worrick.  1 

John  Buck 1 

Simeon  Cary 1 

Jonathan  Cary I 

Thomas  Ten-ill 1 

.John  Coley 1 

Zepio  (colored) 1 

Thomas  Henry 1 

Matthew  Buck 1 

Abiah  Keitli 1 

Widow   Keith 0 

Ames 0 

Jiiphet  Bickard....  U 

Ephraiin  Willis U 

John  Urctt 1 

Thomas  Buck 1 

Benj,  Kd.'.on,  Jr....  1 

John  Diiiley 0 

Charles  .Sncll 1 

Ed w'd  Sotithworth.  2 
Shepard  Fiske U 


£ 

«.  d. 

3  y 

3  y 

;;  y 

3  y 

3  y 

3  y 

7  « 

3  y 

3  y 

3  9 

3   9 

■» 

7  6 

3 

11    3 

1 

3  y 

9 

7  fi 

2 

7  6 

2 

7  6 

3  y 

3  y 

3  y 

3  9 

3  y 

3  y 

3  y 

3  y 

3   9 

3  9 

3  9 

3  9 

3  9 

0  0 

3  9 

3  9 

0  0 

3  9 

3   9 

3   II 

0 

0  9 

1 

3  9 

0 

7  li 

0 

0  0 

Poll-Tax  List  for  1770.— The  followin<:  list  is  in- 
serted tu  bliuw  the  rcMdents  of  the  North  Purisli  of 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  in  1770,  with  the  num- 
ber of  polls  against  each  householder  : 


Nuiiiea.  Pulls. 

Jo:jeph   Allen 1 

Siimucl    Urett 1 

Situeon  iirctt 3 

Mattlicw  Buck 3 


Numea.  Pulls. 

Dr.  Philip   Bryant I 

Sclh   Bryiint 1 

Job  Br>ant 1 

Juremiali  Bual 2 


Numea.  Polls. 

Japbet  Beal I 

Zeclmriuh  Cur/ 1 

Jucej'b  Cule 1 

Siiiuuol  Cote 2 

Zacbariuh  Guroey 1 

Lieut.  Klishii  Gurnoy 1 

Micali   Gurney 1 

Daniel    iiovviini,  Esq 1 

Capt.  Burnabad  Howard 1 

Capt.  Robert  Howard 2 

Robert  Howard,  Jr 1 

Elisliii  llayward 1 

Jostfpb  llayward 1 

Jonathan  Haydca 1 

Jobiah  Hayden 2 

Abiali  Keith 2 

Nathan  Kcitb 2 

Jacob  Keith 

Daniel  Alanly 

John   Brett 

Capt.  AbicI    Packard 

Tliomaa  Packard, 

Tiiut'thy   l^aukard 

David   Packard 

Daviii  Packard,  Jr 

Abiezer  Packard. 

William  Packard 

AVillium   Packard,  Jr 

Lemuel    Packard 

Capt.  IsniiC  Packard 

Abia  Packard  

Knst^^n  Abel  Paokard 

John  Piurkard 

Nalliau    l*ackard,  Jr 

Barnabas    Prait , 

Thuma3   Pratt 

JonarhiiQ  Perkins 

Daniel  Pel  tin  gill 

Stephen  Pettingill 

Cakb  Philips 

Capt.  Eliphalet  Phillips 

Nathaniel    Ueynulds 

Philip  rioynoKU 

Jonas  Ueynold.^.. 

Tiui4)tliy    Ue\  nulds 

Thoiua.-^   Iteynolda 

Jacob  Kiekard  

Charles  Uichard:^on 

Ens.  Idsaehar  Soell 

Zdiedee  Sncll 

Nelicitiiab  Lincoln 

I'Jbcnc/cr   Packard 

Jacob  Packard 

Nathan   Packard 

Siuicou  Packard 

Juuifs  Packard 

Kcuben  Packard 

Selli    Packard 

Lieut.  Jo:jiab  Packard 

Jii::thua  Packard 

Daniel    Packard 

Eliab  Packard 

Barnabas  Packard 

Gcurj^e   I'aekard 

Jo^iiah  Perkins 

Samuel    PcttuiKill 

Edmund    Petti n;;i II 

Joseph  Pettiugill 2 

Daniel    Uichards 2 

John  Bichards 0 

Con.-t;int  and    Nath.  South- 
worth 1 

EJwanl  SouLhworth 2 

Epiiraim  Colu 1 

Jo>cph  Cole,  Jr 1 

Ephraiui  Churchill 2 


Naoiea.  Polld. 

Aabley  Curtis,  Jr I 

Elisba  Dunbar 0 

EliHha  Dunbar,  Jr 

Setb  Dunbar , 

Silas   Dunbar 

Jesse  Dunbar 

Ens.  John  Dailey 

Jabcz  FiL-ld 

Levi  French 

Ebenezer  Snell 

Cornet  Charles  Snell 

Eieazer  Snow,  Jr 

Samuel  Hturievanf 

Ezekiel  Southwortli 

Kdiuund  So  pur 

Jacob   Thaver 

Enoch  Thayer 

Zfchaiiali   Watkiu^,  Jr 

Eieazer  Cole 

Ephraim  AVillis 

Demetrius  Rickard 

Fobea  Field 

Samuel   Brett,  J 

Ezra  Cary 

Abrani  Packard  

Knos  'I'hayer 

Barnabas  Curtis 

Eieazer  Cole 

Daniel  Ames 

Timothy  Amrs 

Noah  A  UK'S 

Benjamin  Auie? 

Simeon  Alden 

Isaac  Brett 

Simeon  Cary 

Jonathan  Cary 

Dr.  John  Staples  Crafts 

Deacon  David  Edson 

James  Kdson 

Benjairiin  Kdsun 

Jacob  Edson 

AVilliam  Kdson 

Ichabod  Ed.xtu 

Ebenezer   Edson  

Isaac  Kulli;r 

Mark  Ford 

Tboiuas  Hendry,  chtnte. 

Lieut.  Jolin  UowanI 2 

Ailani  Howard 0 

Lieut.  Hcniy  Kin^^mau 2 

I^Litthew  Kiii;.;uian 1 

Henry  Kin;^iiian.  Jr I 

John  an<l  Adam  Kinsman...   1 

Juliti   Kin^^mau,  Jr 1 

Levi  Keith  2 

Lemuel  South  worth 1 

Benjamin  Southwortli 1 

Williaui  Shaw 3 

Joseph  Sylvester 1 

Thomas  Thompson 2 

Scth  Thaver 2 

Joshua   Warren I 

Ebenezer   Warren  1 

Kzrii  Warren 1 

Thomas  West 1 

AVilliam  French I 

I    Lsaiali    Fuller 1 

I   Lieut.  Daniel  Noyei 0 

I  Jacub  Noyes 0 

I  Samuel  Noyes. 0 

\  David   Porter 0 

Joseph  Porter 

Samuel  Dike 

Jessu  Perkins 

Jacob  Packard,  Jr 

Muses  Cary 


United  States  Land  Tax. — **  General  list  of  all 
Dwcllinj;  Huuiies  which,  with  the  Out- [louses  appur- 
tenant thereto  and  the  Lots  on  which  the  Same  are 
erected,  not  exceeding  two  Acres  in  any  C;ise,  were 
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owned,  possessed,  or  occupied,  on  the  1st  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1798,  witliin  the  Assessment  District  No.  10, 
in  the  Sixth  Division  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
exceeding  in  value  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  :" 


Valu- 

Nunies  of  reputed  oWQen*.     anon. 

Danifl    .Al.lcil $2U0 

Timotliy   .\mes 2iJU 

Nu;ili  Ames 22i 

Job  Aiucs 225 

JosepU  AM.'ti no 

Daniel  aMlii 2:;u 

IMiilip   liryuiit Olid 

Aiiiii  ilrctt IIU 

.Tub  lirjiint 2UU 

Suiuuul  aud  Win.  BrcU..  27i 

JapbL-t  liciil 2JU 

E[ibrnim  Cuic 500 

•Joiiatlmii      and      Jiiiutrs 

Caiy :!25 

Joiiatban  C'ary,  Jr 200 

Siuiuuu      aud       Iluwat'U 

Cary :;25 

Jacob  antlKbenezcr  L'un- 

bai- 22u 

Jacob  L>iinliar,  Jr loll 

.Siiinucl  bike,  Jr 120 

Maua^Acit     and     :Sauiucl 

DlLdiCi mall  32.T 

l.b.ib..d  Kd^ou 2ii) 

Sclb  ];d.-"n lllj 

W'iliiaui      aud      William 

K.lM.n  1211 

Ilavid    Ediiou 2:iO 

J.iine:<  and  .Tosiah  Edifon.  120 

Jusinb  and  Kli:^ilaEuull.■s.  200 

Jaine:*  Eaten 105 

Fobe.<,  Jabcz,  anil  Daniul 

I'icid 50U 

William  Field I7J 

Asa  Ford 175 

Marl;  and  Samuel  Ford..  15U 
Dezaleel      aud      Bcthuel 

Field 200 

Zecbariab  (iiiruey           )  .    . 

Zeeiiariab  Gurney  Jr,  J  '^ 

t'ilas  StiirtevanL  I  oi,,, 
Eidnailu  Giuve,-s  J 

faleb  Jlavward 12.') 

lolial.ud    Howard G2.'. 

J. dm  Howard 5110 

Alfred  Howard 2J0 

Kobert  aud  Uobort  How- 
ard, Jr 400 

Mary  Howard  [ juu 

.«olonion  Hill    I 

Wablo   Howard 110 

Aaapb  Howard 200 

A>a|dl    Hayward 275 

Josepb    Hayward 175 

ljarnaba;j      and       Jona:j 

Hayward 500 

Daniel  Howard  (2d) .'lOO 

.lobii  Hunt ISO 

Oliver  Howard ;1d0 

Uideon  Howard .JOO 

\Villiaiu  Jameson 

Aja  Junc:j 175 

K|diraim  Jaeksun 2:10 

Jonatban  Keith 2:!0 

Levi  KuitI 350 

Luko  Perkina  and  liaac 

PorttT 

Josiab  l"erkiu3 120 

Uenjauiin  I'liekard .450 

Jo.«e|)li  Packard 105 

Widow  t'imlelit  Packard.  150 

Mark  Perkins 175 

Levi  I'ackard .•i25 

Willow  Dorothy  Packard.  275 

Cyrus  Packard 175 


Name3  of  reputed  owners. 

Thomas  aud  Elijah  Pack- 
ard  

Abiab  and  Howard 
Packard 

Josiab    Pratt 

J(»nas  Ucynolda 

Widow  Elizabeth  Uoy- 
nolds 

Seth  Snow 

E|diraim  Sturtcvant 

Jonalbun  .Snow 

Silas  and  Widow  Snow.. 

Zechariali  and  Oliver 
Snow 

.Icrciniab    Beal 

Isaac  nnd  Joseph  Brett.. 

Saiiiuel  IJictt 

Uulus  Brett 

Daniel  Cary 

'I'boma.-.  C'lalt 

I  Kphraim  Churchill 

Barnaba..^   Cu.tis 

Joseph  and  B.  Crosswcll. 
j  Mo.-es  Cary 

.■^aiiiuel  Cbi-xnaii  

!  Benjamin  Keith 


Valu- 
atioQ. 


$175 
250 


150 

150 
105 
275 
200 
550 

275 
175 
020 
150 

no 
:;5o 

550 
105 
120 
lui 
I  10 
17.1 


Sllepaid  Keitli 

150 

Setb    Kin-^mau 

500 

Maltbeu  Kingman 

275 

JIalt.    Kingman     (guar- 

dian of  Isaac  Packard). 

.".25 

1  .-Vbfi  Kingman 

150 

120 

Henry   Kingman 

150 

1  Nchi-miab   Lineola 

175 

1  Nathan    Leach 

l:!0 

j  Nathaniel  llanlcy 

2;io 

Daniel  Alanlev 

2:i0 

Daniel  .Mauley.  Jr 

110 

'I'liomas  Macomber 

200 

Hayw.iid  ^Mar-ihuU 

175 

,  ICpbraim   Noyis 

500 

Jtisiah  i'liekard  

500 

Elipbalet  Packard 

150 

Natbaliiel    and     Leonard 

t       Urciilt 

i:i5 

625 

Jonathan  Perkins,  Jr.... 

150 

.\mes   Packard 

110 

Ebene/.er,  Lot,  and  Rob- 

ert   P.ickard 

.'.fiO 

•Jonas  Packard 

150 

Jaincs    Porter 

r'o 

Josiab  Packard 

200 

Lemuel  Packard 

(150 

Jonatban  Perkins 

no 

Nathan  Packard 

325 

Jes>c  and  Zadoc  Perkins. 

1125 

Bebeeeii  Perkins 

120 

Noah  Packard          

fiOO 

Thomas   Paekaril 

130 

Luko   I*eikins 

''00 

.Sbepard  Porkius 

275 

\Vidow  Abigail  Porkina 

Zebc-due  Snell 

175 
400 

Issaehar  Snell 

Joseph  Snoll 

no 

120 

Joseph  Sylvester 

Joseph   -iylveslcr,  Jr 

350 

Benjamin  Southworth... 

105 

Sbepard  Suill 

150 
300 

William  and  .Mieab  Shaw 

Nathaniel  Snell 

27.1 

Valu- 
Names  of  reputed  owoen*.      atiuu. 

Perez  Southworth S2I0 

John  Tilden 275 

Thomas      and      Thomad 

Tbompsou,  Jr 460 

James  Thompson 

Seth  Thayer 110 


Valu- 
Namea  of  reputed  owners,      utiun. 

Jeiemiah  Thayer Silo 

Eno3  Thayer 230 

John   Wales 130 

Thomas  Willis 500 

Epbraim  Willis 250 

N.VIIUM    MiTCUKLL,   .Useiaor. 


JOUN    WuiTMA.-J, 

SoLoiio.s   HAVw.vni), 
Da.MIEL   Caiiy, 
JONATltAN    CofKLAND, 
Danitl   FoiiKS, 
Bkidoewatek,  March  5,  1799. 


atttnt   jitottsor 


CHAPTEll    II. 

Precinct  Controversy  and  Incoiporation  of  the  Town — Indian 
History— Petition  of  the  North  Pari.-h  lA.-a  Howard  and 
otliers)  to  be  IncoipuratcJ  into  a  Town — Bcmon.-.tranee  of 
Gideon  Howard  and  others — Remonstrance  of  Eliab  Wliil- 
raan  and  others — Petition  in  aid  of  Asa  Howard  and  others 
for  an  Act  of  Incorporalion — itemoustrance  of  Daniel  How- 
ard, Esq.,  a.s  .\gent  for  the  Town  of  Bridgewater — \'oie  of 
tho  Town — Petition  of  Jesse  Packard  and  otlicrs  in  aid  of 
Asa  Howard's  Petition — The  .\ct  of  Incorporation  .is  pastel 
Juno  15,  1821— First  Town-Meeting. 

Precinct  Controversy  and  Incorporation  of  the 
Town. — Tlie  people  of  tiie  Nortli  Parish  luiiiaiiioii 
contented  with  their  connection  with  the  otiier  portions 
of  the  town  for  a  lonj^  time  ;  but,  as  the  iiuinher  uf 
iuluibitants  increased,  they  coniuieuced  tu  di.scu=s  the 
propriety  of  becoming;  a  town  by  tlieinsclvL-.s.  The 
first  step  taken  in  that  direction  was  in  IT'Jo.  In  a 
warrant  fur  a  pari.sh  meetiiii;',  dated  Jiuu!  1:'),  ITLl."!, 
we  find  the  following  : 

"  To  see  if  tiie  Parish  will  petition  to  the  town  to 
bo  set  off  into  a.  town  by  themselves,  or  petition  the 
West  Parioli  to  join  with  them  into  a  town  if  they 
should  get  voted  off  by  said  town."  At  a  meeting 
held  June  26,  1793,  agreeably  to  notification,  "  tlie 
above  article  was  negatived,  and  the  nieeting  was 
dissolved  by  the  moderator." 

Things  remained  quiet  in  reference  to  the  sulijeet 
of  division  of  the  town  till  Nov.  25,  1814,  at  wliicii 
time  a  meeting  was  held  "  to  see  if  tho  parish  will 
petition  the  town  of  Bridgewater  to  vote  tiicm  off 
into  a  separate  town  by  themselves."  •'  Vutcd  nut  tu 
do  so." 

Another  measure  was  then  proposed  ;  namily,  •'  To 
see  if  tlie  parish  will  petition  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  incorporate  them  into  a  town  by 
the  name  of  North  Bridgewater,  or  such  other  name 
as  the  parish  may  think  proper,  with  all  the  rights 
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aud  privile;res  of  otiier  iocorporated  towns."  Upon 
tills  aitic.lL'  "  no  action  was  taken,  and  the  meeting 
was  di.'j.stilvcd."  Ai:ain  we  find,  jMurch  4,  1816,  a 
coiuajlttec  of  sovou  were  chosen  "  to  consider  the 
subject  of  requesting  the  town  to  .set  them  off  into  a 
town  hy  themselves',  and  to  report  at  a  future  meeting." 
Col.  Calub  Howard,  Daniel  Howard,  Esq.,  Abel  King- 
man, E.S(|.,  Gideon  Howard,  Esq.,  Howard  Gary.  Esq., 
Joseph  Sylvester,  Esq.,  and  John  Wales  were  the 
coniuiittoo.  The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to 
April  8,  181 G,  at  which  time  the  parish  came  to- 
gether, and,  after  hearing  a  verbal  report  from  their 
commitice,  '•  Voted  to  take  measures  to  have  the 
pari.-ili  separated  from  the  town  and  incorporated 
with  tile  privileges  of  a  town."  Also  "  voted  the 
.same  cuiumittee  petition  the  town  to  vote  that  the 
parisli  be  incorporated."  What  this  committee  did 
towards  forwarding  the  wishes  of  the  town  does  not 
appear  ou  record.  Again,  November  11th  of  the 
same  year,  the  parish  "  voted  to  take  measures  to 
have  this  parish  separated  from  the  town  aud  incor- 
porated with  the  privileges  of  a  town."  Thirty-nine 
in  favor,  nineteen  opposed  to  tlie  measure.  We 
should  judge  by  the  records  that  nothing  was  done 
for  a  few  days,  aa  we  find  auotlier  meeting  was  held 
ten  days  after  the  above  vote  was  passed,  at  which  a 
committee  of  four  was  chosen,  with  full  instructions 
to  petition  the  Legislature  to  incorporate  the  parish 
witli  the  privileges  of  a  town.  Sixty-two  were  in 
favor,  aud  thirty-six  opposed  to  the  same.  Abel 
Kingman,  Esq.,  Joseph  Sylvester,  Esq.,  Col.  Edward 
Southworth,  aud  Col.  Caleb  Howard  were  the  com- 
mittee to  carry  the  above  vote  into  effect. 

At  a  meeting  held  May  5,  1818,  to  uscertaia  the 
yeas  aud  nays  on  the  question  of  a  division  of  the 
town,  the  yeas  were  one  hundred  and  twelve;  the 
nays,  nineteen. 

Indian  History. — The  war  of  the  colonists  with 
King  Philip  proved  very  disastrous  to  the  Indian 
race.  Many  obstacles  were  thrown  in  their  way, 
which  so  far  discouraged  them  that  they  were  forced 
to  give  up  their  possessions  and  seek  other  localities 
away  from  the  new-comers,  who  were  gradually 
extending  their  territory  westward. 

**  Tlici-e  Wi»g  a  tiuio  wlicn  red  men  climbed  these  hills, 
And  wandered  by  tlioso  pliiins  tiiid  rilln, 
Or  ruwed  the  light  canoo  alung  yon  river, 
Or  ru:jhcd  to  conflict  armed  with  huw  and  quiver, 
Or,  'ncath  the  forest  leaves  that  o'er  tiiem  hung, 
They  council  held,  ur  loud  their  war-notea  sung." 

To  what  extent  Indians  occupied  the  North  Parish 
(now  Brockton)  we  are  unable  to  learn.  We  have  no 
doi^t,  however,  that    they  were  quite   numerous,  as 


the  plow  frequently  brings  to  light  some  relic  of  past 
days  and  of  an  uncivilized  people.  Spear-points, 
arrow-heads,  mortars,  pestles,  gouges,  and  stone 
hatchets  are  often  found  in  different  sections  of  the 
town. 

In  the  north  part  of  the  town  are  found  hearth- 
stones of  ancient  Indian  wigwams.  There  was  one 
directly  under  the  house  of  the  late  Oliver  Howard, 
which  was  taken  down  a  few  years  since.  Judging 
from  the  number  of  relics  found  in  the  noitherly 
section  of  the  town,  we  should  judge  they  fre- 
quented that  part  of  the  parish  to  a  consideiable 
extent. 

The  writer  has  a  clay  pipe  found  by  Mr.  Willard 
Howard  near  his  residence;  also  specimens  of  arrow- 
heads of  stone  found  by  Bela  Keith,  Esq.,  on  his 
land  at  Gampello,  which  are  splendid  specimens  of 
natives'  work,  besides  many  other  relics  of  barbarous 
days. 

There  is  another  evidence  of  the  town  having  been 
the  residence  of  the  red  man.  In  the  west  part  of 
tlic  town,  on  what  is  called  "  Stone  House  Hill,"  a 
natural  cave  is  found  in  the  solid  stone,  from  which 
the  hill  derives  its  name,  which  is  said  to  have  been 
the  dwelling  of  some  tribe  of  Indians.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  or  near  the  old  road  leading  from  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  to  Easton,  and  near  the 
residence  of  Timothy  Remick. 

It  is  also  traditionary  that  Indians  had  their  huts 
in  the  valley  of  Salisbury  River,  opposite  Gampello, 
and  so  on  north  as  far  as  the  bridge  at  "  Sprague's 
Factory."  There  was  an  Indian  family  named  Ham- 
mond, who  lived  on  the  land  recently  owned  by  the 
late  Benjamin  Kingman,  Esq.,  west  of  hi.s  larni-barn, 
in  a  lot  formerly  known  as  the  "  Old  Pasture,"  and 
nearly  opposite  the  residence  of  Lucius  Keith,  or  the 
Seth  Kingman  place.  The  native  Indian  tribe.s  living 
upon  maize  and  fish  principally,  as  well  as  game,  we 
are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  they  generally  sought 
for  dwelling-spots  near  some  stream,  where  fish  could 
be  found,  as  it  made  no  difference  about  their  game, 
that  they  could  find  all  over  the  forests. 

It  is  impossible  at  the  present  time  for  us  to  realize 
to  ourselves  the  situation  of  the  first  white  settlers  of 
the  town.  They  lived  in  constant  fear  of  a  sudden 
attack.  Exposed  at  all  times,  they  were  haunted  in 
their  imaginations  by  death  with  torture,  or  of  a  hope- 
less captivity.  The  principal  companion  of  the  white 
man,  whether  in  the  field  or  at  his  dwelling,  was  his 
gun.  While  at  his  daily  labor  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  lands,  if  he  had  not  bis  gun,  he  was  likely  at  any 
time  to  be  carried  away. 

Even  down  to  a  late  period,  when  people  assembled 


550 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


for  public  worship,  u  guard  was  the  first  thiug  to  es- 
tablish, ia  Older  that  they  might  not  be  suddeuly 
captured. 

We  do  not  learn  that  the  people  of  the  North 
Parish  were  so  ujuch  molested  as  in  some  other  por- 
tions of  the  ancient  town,  for  the  reason  the  white 
people  did  not  settle  that  portion  to  an}'  extent  till 
after  ITUO. 

Mitchell,  in  his  excellent  '*  History  of  Bridge- 
water,"  says  "  that  the  people  displayed  ^rcut  courage 
and  intrepidity  during  Philip's  war,  and  were  often 
advised  to  desert  tlicir  dwellings  and  repair  to  the  sea- 
shore tuwiis."  They,  however,  resolutely  kept  their 
ground,  and  helped  other  towns  to  do  the  same. 
Whatever  others  may  think,  there  In  something  sad 
in  the  reflection  that  the  natives  of  these  hills  and 
valleys  have  disappeared,  and  at  the  same  time  we 
cannot  regret  tiiat  a  Christian  and  enlightened  people 
have  taken  the  places  of  a  barbarous  and  heathen 
race.  The  last  vestige  of  the  tribe  that  once  traveled 
over  the  soil  of  Bridgewater  has  long  ago  disappeared. 

"  Alaa  for  them  !   their  Jay  13  o'er ; 
Tlieir  fires  are  out  oq  hill  and  ahoro," 

Petition  of  Asa  Howard  and  others. — March 
25,  1810,  the  parish  *'  voted  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture the  next  session  for  a  division  of  the  town." 
Abel  Kingman,  Esq.,  Col.  Caleb  Howard,  Josepli 
Sylvester,  Esq.,  and  Col.  Edward  Soutliworth  were 
cliosen  a  committee  to  draft  a  petition  and  get  peti- 
tioners. The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  same  as  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Court: 

**  Tu  the  Honorable  Senate   and   f/onurab/e  I/oiiHe  of  liepreaett' 

tativen   of    (he    Ctmunontcenith    of    Muaaticliunettt    in    Ueueial 

Cuurt  aHHe.nbUd,  A.D.,  ISIO: 

"The  petition  of  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  tho  north 
preciuet  of  Bridjjewutor,  humbly  showi  that  the  town  of 
BriJgowater  is  largo  an<l  extensive  in  territory,  and  furnishea 
about  cluvun  or  twulve  hundred  votert^,  of  which  number  nearly 
three  hundred  bolon;;  to  the  north  preoinot^  and  have  to  travel 
IVoiii  nve  to  seven  miles  on  an  average  to  attend  town-meetings, 
over  a  piece  of  way  which  is  generally  vcr)-  bad  in  the  montiis 
of  March  and  April ;  and  in  having  (o  transact  our  town  busi- 
ne.'^^j  such  a  distance  from  home,  it  subji-uts  us  to  a  great  ex- 
pense of  timo  and  travel,  which  might  be  saved  if  wc  wuro  set 
oil'  into  a  suparute  town,  as  we  then  could  transact  alt  our  town 
and  [latish  buaineas  on  the  same  days.  \Vu  would  further  rcp- 
reseut  that  it  is  very  ditlicult  in  full  meetings  doing  tlic  busi- 
ness of  the  tiiwn  in  llieir  piesenl  huu^e  un  account  of  It  being 
out  of  repair  and  not  of  suU'icieiit  size.  Several  atteiupts  havu 
been  made  to  repair  and  make  the  house  suitable  for  the  whole 
town  to  meet  and  transact  thuir  buaiiiess  in,  but  liave  failed. 

"Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray  that  the  lionor- 
able  Legislaturu  will  take  into  their  wiae  consideration  tho 
grievances  above  slated,  and  set  oil"  and  incorporate  said  pre- 
cinct into  a  separute  town,  by  the  name  of  North  Uriilgewater, 
and  b>  >he  liiicfi  nnd  estates  that  it  was  incorporated  by,  and 


has  been  improved  to,  as  it  relates  to  the  town  of  Bridgewater. 
And  in  duty  will  over  pray. 


"Asa  Howard. 
Jeremiah  Deals,  Jr. 
Azel  Gurnoy, 
Jeremiah  Beuls. 
Asa  Ford. 
Caleb  Phillips. 
Juhn  Packard  (2d). 
Oliver  Snell,  Jr. 
Oliver  Snell. 
Jeremiah  Snell. 
Thomas  Reynolds. 
Daniel  Ames. 
Guatavus  Sylvester. 
Arza  Keith. 
Caleb  Jackson. 
Jonathan  Snow. 
Zachariah  Gurney. 
John  Burrill. 
Benjamio  Ames. 
Isaac  Ilorton. 
Jonathan  Porter. 
James  Hatch. 
Orren  Faxon. 
Lemuel  French. 
Isaac  Clapp. 
Ambrose  Packard  (2d). 
Joseph  AVliiting. 
Juseph  Wild. 
Zonas  Packard,  Jr. 
Barnabas  Edson. 
Simeon  Dunbar. 
Zenas  Packard. 
Oliver  Dike. 
Abel  Kingman. 
William  Tribou. 
Jonas  Howard,  Jr. 
Jonatlmn  Gary. 
Perez  docker. 
Bela  Keith. 
Kliphalet  Brett. 
Ambrose  Packard. 
Zophar  Field. 
Ichabod  Howland. 
Elijah  Drake. 
Cyrus  Warren. 
Parmenus  Brett. 
ApoltiLS  Howard. 
John  Porter. 
Etisha  Tillson. 
Martin  Drake. 
Joseph  Iloynolds. 
Simeon  Dunbar. 
Apollas  Packard. 
John  Battles. 
Asa  Pratt. 
Israel  Packard. 
Barzillai  Field. 
Thomas  Wales,  Jr. 
Micah  Faxon. 
Mark  Faxon. 
Perez  Southwortb. 
iSIatthew  Snell. 
Cyrus  B.  Phillips. 


Daniel  Alden. 
Akerman  Pettingill. 
Caleb  Howard. 
Arza  Le<maril. 
William  Kimh;iII. 
pLCubcn  Drake. 
Oman  Culc. 
James  Willis. 
Gideon  Packard. 
Jona^  Keith. 
Joshua  Jenkins. 
Daniel  Bryant. 
Ephraiiii  Stiirfevant. 
Nclieuiiah  Lincoln. 
Cyrus  Packard. 
Sulliviiu  Paui;aid. 
New  ti»n  Shaw. 
Joel  Ames. 
Galen  Packard. 
Wclcume  Howard. 
Juhu  Burrill,  Jr. 
Benjamin  Cro2Swell. 
Samuel  Snell. 
Zacbariah  Thayer. 
Nathan  Jones. 
Joseph  Brett. 
Zebedee  Snell. 
Nathan  Bryant. 
Silas  Howard. 
Cyrus  Snell. 
Levi  French. 
Ezekiel  Uccd. 
Fobes  Field. 
Simeon  Ucynolds. 
Alfred  IJollnn. 
Harvey  Jlavves. 
Daniel  H.  Cary. 
Beitjamiu  Suuthworth. 
Zenas  Itrett. 
Hczekiah  Paukaid. 
Thoiuiia  White. 
Lemuel  Tirrill. 
Isaac  Whiting;. 
Junatlian  Edfon. 
Asa  Battles. 
Jame:3  Loring. 
William  Brett. 
Levi  Packard. 
Waldo  Field. 
Martin  Soutliworth. 
Duvid  Ames. 
Samuel  Bi  ett. 
Samuel  Brett,  Jr. 
James  Poitcr. 
Kbenezer  Warren. 
Ahiezer  Ilubart. 
Silas  Snow. 
Daniel  Field. 
John  Field. 
William  Badger. 
James  Churchill. 
Oliver  Bryant. 
Lemuel  Packard. 
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Jostah  Ames. 
Uethucl  Field. 
Hubert  ilotvard. 
Nathiin  Leucb,  Jr 
EJwiird  Pratt. 
Nathan  ITayward, 
Benjaiiiiu  F.  Dickerman. 
ParnicDad  Packard. 
Utisactor  Juntd. 
Jo>iah  lireU. 
Martin  Gary. 
David  Furd. 
David  Ford,  Jr. 
Abijub  Knapp,  Jr. 
David  Puckuid  (id). 
CbailcB  Liucoln. 
John  Packard. 
Beitjaniin  Kingman. 
Jabez   KiD;;iaau. 
Siuicon  Packard. 
JosepU  Faxon. 
Nathaniel  Ames. 
Miciih  Packard. 
David  Packard. 
Bernard  Jacksoo. 
Joseph  Silvester. 
John  Cobb. 
Samuel  Dike,  Jr. 
Jnnad  Packord. 
Samuel  Furd. 
Atlin  Packard,  Jr. 
Tbomai  Wales. 
Noah  Chcsiuun. 
Howard  Gary. 
Isaac  Keith  {'M). 
Sylvanus  French, 
Zibcon  Brett. 
Ozun  Guruey. 
Edward  Southwortb. 
Am  Junes. 
Zibc'Mi  Packard. 
Abtel  Kingman. 
Zibeun  Gole. 
Jo:jeph  Reynolds,  Jr. 


Calvin  Bryant. 
Jonas  Heyoolds. 
Samuel  Cbesinan. 
Sprague  Snow. 
Mark  Ford. 
Enuft  Thayer. 
Eliphalet  Thayer. 
Alexander  Thayer. 
Alexander  Thayer,  Jr. 
Williiim  Aldcn,  Jr. 
AVtUiam  Packard. 
Isaac  Packard. 
Ju^eph    D.  Suell. 
Isaac  Brett. 
Alpheu:?  Triliou. 
Isaac  Reynolds. 
Elipbaz  .sprague. 
Adin  Packard. 
Je:<so  Perkins, 
Stillman  Willis. 
Ziba  Keith. 
David  Edson,  Jr. 
Samuel  Harris. 
Galen  Warren. 
John  May. 
Nathaniel  Manley. 
Perez  Suutbworth,  Jr. 
William  Brown,  Jr. 
Ichubud  Howard. 
Alvah  Warren. 
Oliver  Leuch. 
Joaiah  Edaon. 
Micab  Shaw, 
Samuel  Dike. 
John  Humphrey. 
Lewis  Dailic. 
James  Humphrey, 
Joseph  Haywan). 
Nathaniel  Hobart. 
Nathan  Leach. 
Howard  Packard. 
Daniel  J.  Dickerman. 
Nathaniel  Wales. 


A]>hia  Alden. 
'•  ly  Sknatk,  June  3,  1S19. 
"  Rend  ;ind  committed  to  the  Committee  on  tho  Ineorporution 
of  Towns. 

"Sent  down  for  conourrence. 

"John  Piiillim,  Premdent," 

"  HocsE  OF  Represknt.vtives,  June  3,  1819. 
"  Read  and  concurred. 

"TiuoTiir   hiGELow,  Sptaker." 

Here  follows  the  action  of  the  General  Court  upon 
the  petition  : 

"GoJfMONWEALTH    OP    MASSACHUSETTS. 

"  In  SENATt,  June  4,  1819. 

"  On  a  petition  aforesaid,  Ordered,  That  the  petitioners  c;iuse 
an  attested  cupy  of  their  petition,  with  this  order  thereon,  to 
be  served  on  the  Town  Clerk  of  said  town  of  Bridgewater, 
thirty  days  at  least  before  the  second  Wednesday  of  thu  second 
Session  of  the  present  General  Court,  that  all  persons  interested 
may  then  appear  and  show  cause  (if  any  they  have)  why  the 
prayer  of  said  petiliua  should  not  be  granted. 

''Sent  down  fur  concurrence. 

"John   Phillips,  President.'* 


"I.v  HoDSE  OF  Representatives,  June  4,  1819, 
"  Read  and  concurred. 

•'TlilOTHY    BiGELOW,  Speaker. 

"  A  true  copy.     Attest : 

"  S.   F.   McClEARY,   Clerk  of  the  Senate." 
"  Bridgewateu,  September  27,  1819. 
"This  order  of  notice,  with  a  copy  thereof,  was  left  with  me 
by  Abel  Kingman,  Esq. 

"Eliakim  HowAnD.  Tuton  CUik.'* 

At  the  second  session  of  the  General  Court,  the 
town  of  Bridgewater  was  represented  by  Daniel  How- 
ard, who  hud  been  chosen  as  the  agent  of  the  town  to 
oppose  the  petition  of  Asa  Howard  and  others  fur  an 
act  of  incorporation.  Remonstrances  against  the  pe- 
tition were  also  presented  from  Gideon  Howard  and 
ninety-eight  others,  and  Eliab  Whitman,  Esq.,  and 
fifty-eight  others,  also  residents  of  the  North  Parish, 
and  a  petition  of  Bela  C.  Dike  and  nineteen  others, 
whicli  we  publish  in  full,  to  show  the  feeling  of  tlie 
parish  at  that  time: 

Remonstrance  of  Gideon  Howard  and  others. 
— The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  Gideon  Howard's 
remonstrance : 

'*  To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Jiepretien  tat  ices  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Masaachiiaetts  m  General  C<*nrt  amtembUd, 
Januari/  Term,  IS20: 

'*  The  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  North  Parish  uf  the  town 
of  Bridgewater,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  remonstrate  against 
the  petition  of  Asa  Howard  and  others  praying  the  General 
Court  of  Maaaachusotta  to  set  off  and  incorporate  tiic  Nurth 
Parish  of  the  town  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid  witii  all  the  privi- 
leges uf  a  town.  Your  remonstrants  feel  inipcMiously  urged  by 
a  sense  of  duty  to  again  come  forward,  the  steady  and  decided 
supporters  of  the  union  of  the  town  of  Bridgewiitcr.  The 
preservation  of  the  uuioo,  resources,  indueuce,  ropeetabiliiy, 
and  friendly  intercourse  which  subpii*ts  between  ihc  sectiima  of 
so  large  a  town  is  with  them  an  object  truly  desiriible;  ;iDd, 
upon  must  caudid  examination,  they  ate  at  a  loss  ou  what  to 
bottom  this  eager  desire  to  loosen  the  bauds  of  its  uniou  and 
degrade  its  importance.  It  is  a  fact  well  known  that  but  few 
towns  in  the  county  of  this  Commonwealth  havo  uiaiiagcd  their 
publio  business  more  correctly  for  fifty  years  past  th^in  the  town 
of  Bridgewater;  and  it  is  believed  that,  at  the  prc.-cnt  moment, 
did  not  the  question  about  division  agitate  and,  imleed,  irritate 
the  feelings  of  its  inhabitants,  the  business  of  the  town  might 
bo  performed  understandingly,  decently,  and  in  order.  We  feel 
assured  your  Honors  will  search  in  vain  for  re:iaons  to  support 
au  opinion  that  the  lasting  and  substantial  interests  of  the  town 
will  be  promoted  by  division;  and  we  feel  equally  assured  that 
tho  Bepanitioo  of  the  section  prayed  for  in  the  petitiuii  aforesaid 
will  immediately  result  in  a  complete  division  of  the  whole  town. 
Your  remonstrants  would  not  attempt  a  display  of  arguments 
or  objectioaa  on  this  subject,  but  cheerfully  submit  their  interest 
and  wishes  to  your  wise  consideration.  A  former  decree,  on  a 
petition  to  divide  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  inspires  your  re- 
monstrants with  ooDfidcnce  in  renewing  their  opposition  to  an 
impolitio  measure.  They  are  further  encouraged  by  a  recent 
vote  of  the  town,  which,  by  a  majority  of  sixty-live  votes,  de- 
clared that  the  North  Pariah  should  continue  a  part  of  the  town 
of  Bridgewater.  The  town  has  at  all  times  been  uniform  in  its 
oj)po8ition  to  division,  and  an  application  being  mad«  to  the 
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Gonerul  Court  for  division  h;Ld  invariably  voted  by  liaadsoiue 
luajority  to  preserve  ltd  union.  Your  remonstrants,  boivever, 
conlidt'Dt  of  .success  in  tlieir  oppositiun,  may  be  diiuppuinted. 
■\Vitb  all  due  deference  to  tbe  decision  wbicli  tlio  General  Cuurt 
may  make  on  ih'is  important  subject,  anxious  fur  ibe  fate  of 
Bridgewater  us  a  town,  they  will  early  search  for  tbe  evidence 
uf  a  final  result.  And  the  first  ui.iuicnt  of  doubt  will  intlueo 
them  to  petition  your  Honors  to  belonj^  with  the  projicrty  which 
tbey  respectfully  hold  to  the  town  of  Bridgewater. 


*  Gideon  Howard. 
Luke  Packard. 
Asa  Battles. 
Shepard  Packard. 
James  Cary. 
Tlieron  Ame3. 
Job  Ames. 
L>arius  Howard. 
Lewis  Howard. 
Sidney  Howard. 
Moses  Gary. 
John  Craft. 
Sihis  Packard. 
Joiiatlian  P.  Crafts. 
Jesse  Perkinii,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  Edson. 
Seth  Snow. 
John  Smith. 
Ktiphalct  Kingman. 
Josiah  Perkiu:s. 
Nahum  Perkins. 
Thoiuas  Thompaon. 
John  Tbumpii^ou. 
Josiab  Iluubar. 
Silas  Dunbar. 
Waldo  Hayward. 
Enus  Thayer  (2d). 
Setb  Ldsou. 
William  Edson. 
Otis  Howard. 
Gideon  Howard,  Jr. 
Oliver  Howard. 
Lutt  Bluucliurd. 
William  French. 
Kzekiel  Mcrritt. 
M.  H.  Perkins. 
Amos  Whiting. 
Turner  Torroy. 
IssaeharSnell. 
Shepard  Keith. 
Jusepli  Snell. 
Henry  Kingman. 
Jacob  Fuller. 
Isaac  Curtis. 
Charlfs  Packard. 
Preston  Packard. 
Caleb  Copeland,  Jr. 
Oliver  Jackson. 
Charles  Dunbar. 
Jacob  Dunbar. 


Ebene/er  Dunbar. 
Samuel  Wood. 
Isaac  Hartwell,  Jr. 
James  Willis. 
Abijab  Knapp. 
Martin  Dunbar. 
John  Tilden, 
John  Tilden,  Jr. 
Daniel  Manluy. 
Howard  Marsliall. 
Gilbert  Snell. 
Enos  Thnyer. 
Ephruim  Cole. 
John  Ames. 

Kcv.  Tliuiu;uj  Bercaford. 
Samuel  Packard. 
Isaac  Fames. 
Otis  Alden. 
Alvin  Suell. 
Shepurd  Snell. 
Loring  Brett. 
Cyrus  Howard. 
Nathan  Packard. 
Samuel  Bryant. 
Sotb  Kingman. 
Galen  Manluy. 
Benjamin  Marshall. 
John  Wales,  Jr. 
Ephrnim  Noyes. 
Merritt  Noyes. 
Oliver  Howard,  Jr. 
Barnabas  Curtis. 
David  Noyes. 
Moses  Noyes. 
John  Ritchie. 
Ansel  Perkins. 
Robert  Packard. 
Perez  Uohinson. 
Ortho  Hayward. 
A'zur  Packard. 
Zina  Hayward. 
Daniel  Howard,  Jr. 
David  Buttles. 
Saliiiuu  Manley. 
Austin  Howard. 
John  Wales. 
Fliab  Whitman. 
Samuel  Holmes. 
Jonathan  Perkins. 


**  In   Hou3k  ok  RKpntSESTATivKs,  January  15,  1820. 
"  Read  and  committed  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Incorporation 
of  Towns. 

"Sent  up  for  concurrence.      TuiOTiiv  Bigllow,  Speaker.*' 

*'  In  Senatk,  January  IS,  1820. 

"  Read  and  concurred.  John    Puillii'S,  J^reaident," 


Remonstrance  of  Eliab  Whitman  and  others. 
— The  followinj^  is  a  copy  of  the  reMioM>Lraiice  of 
Eliab  Whitman  and  othurs  of  the  Nurth  Paii.sh  : 

"  7o  Ihe  Honorable  the  Senate  and  the  JIononiLlc  the  Ifuime  of 
UeurtventatioeH  of  the  CumnionioeHlth  uf  Mii-.iiarhnaetta  hi  Gen- 
eral Court  anaeniLled,  Anno  Dom.  18'_'U. 

"We,  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  North  Paiish  in 
Bridgewater,  understanding  that  an  onler  of  notice  frutn  your 
honorable  body  has  been  served  un  said  town  of  Bridgewater, 
purporting  that  Asa  Howard  and  2FJ  others  have  pttitioued 
the  General  Court  praying  that  said  North  Pari=h  may  be  set 
otr  from  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  and  incorporated  into  a  sep- 
arate town  by  the  name  of  North  Bridgewater,  do  most  respect- 
fully represent  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  propu^ed  diaiuenibcr- 
ment  of  the  town  of  Bridgewater  cannot  he  suppui  ted  by  such 
reasons  and  arguments  as  will  justify  a  mc:i^ure  mi  re[uignant 
to  the  interest  and  happiness  uf  the  aaid  North  Parish,  as  well 
as  to  the  town  at  large.  Wo  cannot  conceive  wliat  new  reasons 
or  arguments  can  be  offered  for  dividing  the  town.  It  is  a  fact 
that  the  population  of  said  town  has  been  nearly  .-tationary  for 
forty  years  past,  and  the  distance  from  the  centre  has  not  in- 
creased, but  in  several  instances  has  been  considerably  shortened, 
and  the  roads  very  much  improved  in  that  time.  It  is  also  a 
fact  that  there  are  sections  of  the  i^uuth,  east,  and  Titieut 
parishes  nearly  us  remote  from  the  centre  of  the  town  as  the 
most  remote  section  of  the  North  Parish,  and  they  cannot  be 
much  relieved  by  the  proposed  division.  Tlie  town-house  is  a 
substantial  building,  and  ample  in  it3  size,  and  with  a  very 
small  expense  might  be  made  a  convenient  accommodation  for 
our  most  numerous  town-meetings.  Nevertheless,  should  your 
Honors,  in  your  great  wisdom,  think  it  expedient  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  said  petition,  and  incorporate  the  said  North  Parish 
into  a  distinct  and  separate  town, 

"  We,  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  said  Nortli  Parish,  being 
deeply  impressed  with  the  belief  that  such  n  measure  will  be 
pregnant  with  many  great  and  serious  evils  to  said  North  Parish, 
do  most  earnestly  wish,  and  humbly  pray  your  Honor:?,  that  we, 
the  said  undersigned,  may,  with  our  estates,  be  exempted  from 
said  Act  of  Incorporation,  and  still  retain  our  connection  and 
relation  to  the  town  of  Bridgewater  ;  and,  as  in  duty  hound,  will 
over  pray. 


*  Eliab  Whitman. 
Lott  Blanohard. 
Gideon  Howard,  Jr. 
Lewis  Howard. 
Darius  Howard. 
Theron  Ame?. 
Martin  Dunbar. 
Shepard  Keith. 
Jonatbau  Perkins. 
M.  H.  Perkins. 
Jacob  Dunbar. 
Ebeuezer  Duubar. 
Charles  Packard. 
Shepard  Snell. 
Sidney  Howard. 
Samuel  Packard. 
Ephraim  Noyes. 
Moi^es  Noyes. 
Ortho  Hayward. 
Austin  Howard. 
Rev.  Thomas  Beresford. 
John  Tilden. 
Abijah  Kna]ip. 


Silas  Dunbar,  Jr. 
Thomas  Thompson. 
David  Buttles. 
Job  Ames. 
Asa  Battles. 
Ansel  Perkins. 
Turner  Torrey. 
Hayward  Mur:ihull. 
James  W^illis. 
Benjamin  Marshall. 
Kzekiel  Merritt. 
Josiah  Perkins. 
Silus  Packard. 
Jacob  Fuller. 
John  Crafts. 
Josiah  Dunbar. 
Williaui  French. 
John  Wales,  Jr. 
Moses  Cary. 
Seth  Snow. 

E.  Edson,  his  X  mark. 
Jonathan  1*.  Crafts. 
John  Tilden,  Jr. 
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"  Ile;ul  and  concurrcJ. 


Seth  Edson.  Enos  Thayer  (2d). 

Nubum  Perkins.  Natbaii  Packurd. 

.lesio  Packurd.  Joseph  .''ncll. 

laiiae  Curtis.  Oliver  Jackdun. 

Oliver  Howard.  Isaac  Eamc.f. 

Waldo  llaywurd.  Willlnm  Edaon. 
.lolui  Wales. 

"  I.\  riiK  IlausG  or  Rkpkkskntativks,  January  I'J,  1S20. 
'■  Keud  anil  referred  to  the  Coiumittee  on  Incorporation  of 
Towns. 

"TlMOTllv  BlUKLOW,  Speaker." 

'  In  Sknatk,  January  19,  1S20. 
"John  Phillii'S,  Preaiilem." 

Petition  in  aid  of  Asa  Howard  and  others. 

— The  followiiijr  is  a  copy  of  a  petition  iu  aid  of  Asa 
Howard  and  others  : 

"  To  the  iloiioraUe  Seittite  unit  the  Ilonuiable  Uoime  of  Kepre- 
HcuUilnet  111  Geiicrul  Coitrl  aaaeiubUll,  A.l).  1SI9: 
"The  petition  of  the  underai;^iieil  inhabitants  of  the  North 
Pariah  of  liridgewaier  humbly  shows  that  whereiLs  there  is  now 
pcndiu;;  before  tlic  honorable  legislative  body  the  petition  of 
Asa  iluwaril  and  two  hundred  and  thirteen  others  praying  for 
said  Xoitli  Parish  to  bo  set  oft'  into  a  town  for  various  reasons 
dill  not  sign  said  petition,  but  have  .'iincc  taken  into  con:>idera. 
tion  the  subject- matter  of  said  petition,  and  are  of  an  opinion 
that  it  will  be  very  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants  of  said 
parish  to  be  set  olf  iis  aforesaid,  aud  cannot  see  any  disad- 
vantage that  will  arise  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  town  by 
granting  the  prayer  of  said  petitioners.  For  the  foregoing 
reiison  your  petitioners  wish  to  have  their  names  anne.\ed  to 
said  petition,  and,  iij  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray, 
"liela  C.  Dike.  Abijah  Pitcher. 

Ebenezcr  Warren  Jr.  Ephraiia  CretL 

William  Cary.  Luke  P.  Lincoln. 

Epliraiin  Howard.  Joseph  S.  Packard. 

Job  liryant.  Oriu  Packard. 

Elisha  13olcher.  Shubael  Clark. 

John  Marshall.  John  B.  Harris. 

iMoses  Packard.  Martin  Snow. 

Joel  Packard.  Charles  Gurney. 

Algernon  S.  Silvester.  Issachur  Snell." 

'•  Iv   House  or  Kkpresentatives,  January  IS,  1820. 
"  Read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Incorpuratioo 
of  Towns. 

"  Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

"TiMOTHV  BiGKLOW,  Speaker." 


'  Read  and  concurred. 


"In  Senate,  January  IS,  1S20. 

"JOUN    PuiLLlfS,  Preaidenl." 


Remonstrance  of  the  Town  of  Bridgewater. 

— The  foihiwinn  is  a  copy  of  reinoiistrance  from  the 
town  of  Bridgewater,  by  Daniel  Howard,  Esq.,  as 
agent : 

"  To  the  lioiiorahU  Semite  and  Himne  of  Repreieutativea  in 
General  Court  annembled. 
"  The  subscriber,  an  agent  for  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  duly 
appointed  for  this  purpose,  begs  leave,  in  behalf  of  said  town, 
respectfully  to  remonstrate  against  the  petition  of  Aaa  Howard 
and  others,  praying  that  the  North  Parish  of  said  Bridgewater 


may  be  set  ofi°  and  incorporated  into  a  separate  town,  by  the 

namo  of  North  Bridgewater. 

I       "This  renewed  attempt  to  divide  the  town  of  Bridgewater 

has  been  witnessed  by  a  large  majority  of  its  inhabitants  with 

feeliugs  of  regret  and  surprise.     It  was  hoped  aud  believed  that 

the  petitioners  would  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  the  last  (Jen- 

eral  Court,  whose  attention  was  called  to  the  subject  by  a  ]ieli- 

tion,   botb   in   substance  and  in   form   like    the   present.     The 

petitioners,  however,  having  seen   fit  to  renew  the  controversy, 

renders   it  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  town  again  to  protest 

I   against  the  adoption  of  a  measure  whitih  no  exigence  or  neccs- 

i   sity  requires,  and  which,  it  is  believed,  would  allect  very  inju- 

!   riously  the  best  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  liridgeiiaicr. 

j       "The  evils  which  the  petitioners  sutler  from  their  connection 

!   with  the  town  are,  as  they  allege,  the  distance  which  thcv  have 

to  travel  to  attend  town-meetings,  the  badness  of  the  roads  at  a 

1  certain  season  of  the  year,  and  the  want  of  a  house  couveiiient 

I   for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  town. 

"There  is  no  town   in  the  Commonwealth  the  inhabitants  of 
which,  if  so  disposed,  cannot  complain  of  some  inconveniences 
to  which  they  are  subjected  in  the  transaction  of  their  muni- 
cipal concerns.     The  inconveniences  experienccil  in  this  respect 
I   by  the  town  of  Bridgewater  are  not  more  numerous  than  what 
j   are  sulTered  by  the  greater  part  of  the  towns  in  the  State.     The 
I  distuuce  traveled  by  the  petitioners  to  attend  town  meetings, 
I  and  the  badness  of  the  roads,  may  bo  inconveniences,  but  they 
are  not  more  so  now  than  they  have  ever  been  since  the  town 
was  incorporated.     They  are  inconveniences  to  which  the  in- 
habitants of  every  country  town  must,  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, submit,  and  to  which  the  people  of  the  North  Parish,  iu 
their  more  unambitious  days,  quietly  submitted,  in  the  full  per- 
suasion,  no  doubt,   that  they  could   not  be  remedied  withtiut 
subjecting  themselves  and  the  town  to  others  of  a  much  more 
serious  and  formidable  nature. 

"  It  may  be  asserted,  however,  with  truth,  that  the  roads  in 
Bridgewater  are,  generally  speaking,  uncommonly  good.  They 
have  been  much  improved,  and,  within  a  few  years,  new  oucs 
have  been  opened,  lessoning  the  distance  of  travel  I'roni  various 
parts  of  the  town  (particularly  tho  North  Parish)  to  the  centre. 
"The  numerous  population  of  Bridgewater,  to  which  the 
petitioners  have  alluded,  constitutes  no  impediment  to  the  cor- 
rect and  orderly  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  town. 

"  Their  system  of  town  government,  practiced  upon  lor  many 
years,  very  much  facilitates  the  management  of  their  municipal 
concerns.  Each  parish  has  the  nomination,  and,  in  fact,  the 
appointment  of  its  proportion  of  town  oQicers,  and  thus  the 
interests  of  uil  arc  equally  consulted. 

"  If  the  town  house  is  out  of  repair,  as  stated  in  the  petition, 
it  can  be  eiuily  fitted  so  as  to  accommodate  all  the  inhabitants, 
aud  nothing  ban  prevented  this  but  the  fear  of  a  division,  which 
the  petitioners  have  contributed  so  much  to  e.xcitc  aud  keep 
alive. 

"The  whole  amount,  then,  of  what  the  petitioners  would 
gain  by  a  separation  would  be  barely  saving  to  themselves  of  a 
few  miles'  travel,  an  advantage  too  inconsiderable  to  balance 
the  many  disadvantages  to  the  town  at  large,  of  which  such  a 
measuro  must  ho  productive. 

"The  separation  of  the  North  would  douhlless  be  followed 
by  a  total  dismemberment  of  the  ancient  and  respectable  town. 
A  short  time  would  see  us  divided  into  four  or  five  petty  towns, 
with  an  increase  of  expense  to  each,  involved  iu  perpetual  liti- 
gations with  each  other,  and  vexed  with  internal  broils.  Tho 
seeds  of  dissension  are  already  sown  among  us,  and  wait  only 
the  favorable  moment  of  a  separation  to  spring  up  and  yield  a 
plentiful  harvest. 

"  It  is   unnecessary  to  pursue   this  subject  further,  and  set 
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down  in  order  all  tliiit  can  bo  said  against  granting  tho  request 
of  llio  petitioners.  Enough  has  been  said  in  this  bi  ief  stuto- 
ment,  it  is  apprehended,  to  convince  every  candid  and  reflecting 
mind  that  u  separation  of  tlie  North  Parish  would,  to  itself,  be 
productive  of  no  real  advantage,  but  to  the  town  of  great  and 
lusting  injury. 

"January  15,  1820."  "Daniel  IIowahd." 

"  In  StN.^TE,  January  IS,  1S2U. 

"  Read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Ineoriioraliou  of 

Towns. 

"  Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

"Jons   Phillips,  Prt.^UUtii." 

"In  IIousk  or  UiU'Resentatives,  January  IS,  1S2U. 

"  Read  and  concurred. 

"Timothy  Bioklow,  Sjieukcr." 

"  The  Coiuuiittee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  consider  ap- 
plications for  the  Incorporation  of  Towns,  to  whom  was  referred 
tho  petition  of  Asa  Howard  and  others,  inhubitauts  of  tho  north 
precinct  of  Bridgewater,  praying  that  said  precinct  may  bo  in- 
corporated into  a  separate  town,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  ask  leave  to  report,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition be  so  far  granted  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

"  Which  is  re^peetlully  submitted,  by  order  of  Committee. 

"  EuKN  Gay,  Chulnium." 

"  In  StNA-rK,  February  2,  1S2U. 
"Read  and  accepted. 
"Sent  down  for'concurrcnee. 

"John-  PuiLLIfS,  I'letiJent." 

"House  of  Rt;i'UESLNTATivES,  Feb.  11,  1820. 

"  Read  and  concurred. 

"  E.   U.   MlLhS,  SjttiiLef  pro  teiii." 

Vote  of  the  Town. — The  vote  on  tlie  acceptaueo 
of  tlie  report  was  seventy-eight  in  favor,  and  sixty- 
eight  opijosctl.  An  effort  was  made  to  reconsider  the 
above  vote,  which  was  rejected. 

In  tlie  first  session  held  in  June,  1820,  tiie  petition 
was  again  presented,  and  the  following  action  taken  : 

"Is  Sesatt,  June  10,  IS'JO. 

"On  the  petition  aforcAaid,  Urdcreil,  That  the  petilioilers 
cause  an  attested  copy  of  their  petition,  with  this  order  thereon, 
to  be  served  on  the  Town  Clerk  of  Bridgewater,  thirty  Jays  at 
least  before  the  lirst  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  pres- 
ent General  Court,  that  all  persons  interested  may  then  and 
there  appear  and  show  cause  (if  any  they  have)  why  the  prayer 
of  said  petition  should  not  be  granted. 

"Sent  down  for  concurrence.] 

"John   Phillii-s,  Piesident." 

"  Is  House  ok  RicrUKSENTATivps,  June  10,  1820. 
"Read  and  concurred. 

"  E.   H.  Mills,  .S/je«/.cr. 
"  A  true  copy.     Attest : 

".S.    F.    MuCi.EAIlV,   Clerk  v/  ihe  Senate." 

"  Rcueived  this  order  of  notice  by  hand  of  Abel  Kingman, 
Esq.,  the  Boventb  day  of  August,  1S20. 

"  EliaKIM    HowaHD,   Town  Clerk  o/ Briili/eiculer." 

Tlie  town,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  above  order  of 
notice,  lield  a  meeting  Nov.  G,  1820,  "  to  see  whether 
the  town  would  vote  to  be  divided."  One  iiundred 
and  forty-four  voted  in  favor  of  division,  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  against  the  same. 


The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  the  24tli  of  No- 
vetuber,  at  which  time  the  vote  was  put  to  see 
whether  they  would  choose  an  agent  to  oppose  a  di- 
vision of  the  town.  Two  hundred  and  six  voted  to 
choose  an  agent,  and  three  hundred  and  twenty-one 
voted  against  the  same.  This  is  the  last  attempt  of 
the  town  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  North  Parish  into  a  town. 

Petition  of  Jesse  Packard  and  others  in  aid  of 
Asa  Howard. — At  the  next  session  of  the  G^'iieml 
Court,  held  in  Boston,  January,  182 1,  the  subject  of 
division  was  again  brouglit  to  their  notice,  as  appears 
of  record.  The  petition  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Incorporation  of  Towns,  Jan.  18,  1821, 
together  with  the  following  petition  : 

"  Tu  the  lloiiorublc  Leyitlatiire  of  the  CoininomceiiUh  of  Mut- 
itichiiitettti : 

"Tho  undersigned  humbly  represent  that  we  did,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year,  sign  a  paper  remonstrating  against  the  peti- 
tion of  -■Vsa  Howard  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  Xorth  Parish 
of  Bridgewater,  praying  for  said  parish  to  be  incorporated  into 
a  town,  and  was  at  that  time  fully  of  an  opinion  that  it  would 
be  best  for  tho  town  to  keep  together;  but,  taking  into  consid- 
eration the  petition  of  tho  West  Parish  to  become  a  town,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  town  at  a  late  meeting  on  the  subject  of 
said  petition,  do  not  think  it  proper  to  oppose  any  further;  but 
if  the  honorable  Legislature  should  think  proper  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  said  Asu  Howard  and  others,  we  wish  to  he  incor- 
porated with  them,  notwithstanding  any  petition  to  the  con- 
trary. 

"  NouTii   Parish,  Jan.  10,  1821. 


'Jesse  Packard. 
Oliver  Jackson. 
Jacob  Dunbar. 
Ebenezer  Dunbar. 
Ezekiel  Merritt. 
Turner  Torrey. 
Abijali  Knapp. 
Isaac  Ilartwell,  Jr. 


Hayward  Marshall 
Nathan  Packard. 
Ansel  Perkins. 
Samuel  Bryant. 
Job  Ames. 
Theron  Ames. 
Shepard  Shell." 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  above 
petitions  reported  as  follows,  nitmely  : 

" Couuonwkaltii   op    Massachusetts. 

"The  committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Asa  Howard  and  others,  praying  that  the  North 
Precinct,  in  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  county  of  Plym- 
outh, may  be  set  off  from  Bridgewater,  aud  incorporated  into  a 
separate  town,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  aak 
leave  to  report  that  tho  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far  gratited 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

"  Which  is  respeetfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  committee. 
"  Makk    DooLITTLE,  Chair  mult." 


"  Read  and  accepted. 
"Sent  down  for  concurrence. 


'Im  Senate,  June  U,  1821. 


'  JonN  PniLLirs,  Prenitlent.* 


"  Ih  House  of  RErnESENTATivES,  June  11,  1821. 
'  Read  and  concurred. 

"JosiAH  QuiNCY,  Speaker." 
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Act  of  Incorporation. — The  following  is  a  copy 
of  cliu  bill  as  pa:>£ed  by  both  Houses,  assembled  June 
15,  1821: 

"  An  Act  to  eatablinh  the  tuicn  of  Sortk  Bn'dijewater. 
*'  Section  I.   Be  if  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hnnne  of  llepreiten- 

tatifee  in    General   Conrt  unaeuibled,  and   htf   anthuriti/   nj   the 

tame  : 

"  Tli-.a  all  tliat  part  of  tho  North  Parish  of  Bridgewatcr  which 
lies  within  tiie  suid  town  of'BriJjjcwaler,  ueuording  to  the  pres- 
ent territuiiiil  limits  thereof,  be  mid  hereby  is  estiiblir^hed  aa  a 
separate  town,  by  the  uaiue  of  North  Uridyewater ;  and  the  in- 
habitiinu-i  nf  tiie  ^aid  town  td'  North  Uridyewatcr  aie  iierulty 
vested  wirh  all  the  poweis  and  privileges,  and  shall  uL-o  be  sub- 
ject to  ail  the  duties  and  requisitions  of  other  corporate  towns, 
accordiuL;  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

"StcTlo.M  2.  Le  ,t  farther  eiiavleU,  'iha.1  tho  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  North  Ujidgewater  shall  bo  holden  to  pay  tho 
arrears  of  all  State,  county,  and  town  ta.\es  whicli  have  been 
legally  a:-scssed  upon  them,  together  with  their  proportion  of 
all  debts  line  front  tlte  said  town  of  Bridgewater  prior  to  the 
date  of  this  act;  and  the  said  town  of  North  Bridgewater  shall 
ho  entitled  to  receive  their  proportion  of  the  said  debts  and 
t4LXes  due  to  tlie  said  town  of  Bridgewutcr.  when  collected  and 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  said  town  ;  and  the  said  town  of  North 
Bridgevv;ttcr  shall  be  entitled  to  hold  their  propoitioD,  accord-  ] 
ing  to  the  present  valuation  of  all  the  real  and  personal  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  town  of  Bridgewater  before  the  passing  of 
this  aet,  I 

".Skction  3.  Be  it  further  eimclej.  That  the  Haid  town  of  i 
North  Briilgewater  shall  bo  holden  to  support  their  proptn'tion 
of  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Bridgewater  which  are  now  charge- 
able to  said  town,  which  proportion  shall  be  ascerUiincd  by  tho 
present  valuatiou  of  the  town;  and  all  persons  who  may  here- 
after become  chargeable  as  paupers  to  the  said  towns  of  Bridge- 
wutcr or  North  Bridgewater  shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to 
that  town  on  tho  territory  of  which  they  had  their  settlement  at 
the  lime  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  shall  in  future  beclmrgc- 
able  to  that  town  only. 

"Slctiox  4.  Be  it  farther  enaeted,  That  all  future  State  and 
County  ta.\cs  which  may  be  levied  on  tlie  said  towns  of  Bridge- 
water  and  North  Bridgewater,  jirevious  to  a  new  valuation, 
shall  be  assessed  and  paid  in  the  same  ]iroportion  ad  tliey  now 
arc  accoiding  to  the  present  valuation. 

"Skltiox  5.  lie  it  further  enacted,  Tb^t  iiny  Justice  ij{  the 
Peace  for  tho  County  of  Plymouth  is  hereby  empowered,  upon 
application  therefor,  to  issue  a  warrant,  directed  to  a  freehold 
inhabitant  ot'  the  said  town  of  North  Bridgewater,  retjuiring 
him  to  nolify  and  warn  tho  inhabitants  thereof  qualilicd  to  vote 
in  town  aH'airs  to  meet  at  sueh  convenient  time  and  place  as 
shall  he  appointed  in  tho  said  warrant,  for  the  choice  of  such 
otBeers  as  towns  are  by  law  required  to  choose  and  appoint  at 
their  annual  town-meetings." 

"  In  IIousi:  ok  Reimiksentativks,  June  H,  1821. 
**This  bill   having  had  three  several  readings,  pa&sed  to  he 
enacted. 

"JosiAlI  QuiNcr,  Speaker. 

"  In  Senate,  June  15,  1821. 
"This  bill  having  had  three  several  readings,  passed  to  bo 
enacted. 

"John  PuiLLifa,  Preaident. 
"June  IJ,  1821. 

"  Approved. 

"J.  Brooks." 

The  fit.'-t  town-nieetini;  held  after  the  incorporatioD 


of  the  same  waa  July  4,  1821.  The  meeting  wa.s 
opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  tiiu 
pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  Joseph 
Sylvester,  Esq.,  waa  chosen  moderator,  and  Col.  Ed- 
ward Southworth  town  clerk.  Abel  Kingman,  Esq., 
Howard  Cary,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  Zechariah  Guriiey 
were  chosen  selectmen,  after  which  the  other  town 
oflBcers  were  chosen.  The  number  of  voters  present 
at  the  first  town-meeting  was  about  two  hundred. 


CHAPTER    III. 

SITUATION  AND  TOPOGKAPIIY. 

Situation  and  Extent — Topography — Centre  Village — Cam- 
pello — "  Sprague'a"  or  Factory  Village — .Salisbury  Heights — 
Northwest  Bridgewater — Rivers,  Brooks,  Hills — Natural 
History — Birds,  Fish,  Wild  Animals — Geological  Formation 
— OtEcial  History — Selectmen — Assessors— -Town  Clerks — 
Treasurers — Moderators — Dates  of  Annual  Meetings — Engi- 
neers of  tho  Fire  Department — Councillors — Senators — Ue])- 
rcsentatives  to  the  (jeneral  Court — Coroners — Notaries  Public 
—  Deputy  Sherills — Justices  of  the  Peace — Ti  ial  Justices — 
Votes  for  Governor  in  Brockton — List  of  Governois. 

Brockton  is  a  city  in  the  northwest  part  of  Plym- 
outh County, — bordering  on  Bristol  County  on  the 
west,  and  Norfolk  County  on  the  north, — and  is  sit- 
uated between  42°  03'  and  42°  OS'  north  latitude, 
and  between  70°  57'  and  71°  04'  west  longitude; 
and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Randolph  and 
Stoughton,  on  the  east  by  Abington  and  E;ist  Bridge- 
water,  on  the  south  by  West  Bridgewater,  on  the  west 
by  Easton.  It  is  twenty  miles  south  from  Bo.ston, 
thirty  miles  northeast  from  Providence,  twenty-four 
miles  northwest  from  Plymouth,  the  shire-towii  of 
Plymouth  County,  sixteen  miles  southeast  from  Ded- 
ham,  the  shire-town  of  Norfolk  County,  fifteen  miles 
northetist  from  Taunton,  a  half  shire-town  of  Bristol 
County,  thirty-five  miles  northerly  from  New  Bed- 
ford, thirty  and  one-quarter  miles  northeast  from  Fall 
River,  forty-nine  and  one-quarter  miles  northeast  from 
Newport,  R.  I.,  one  hundred  miles  from  Provincetown, 
two  hundred  and  ten  miles  from  New  York  by  rail 
and  steamer.  The  city  is  five  and  a  half  miles  in 
length  from  east  to  west,  and  five  miles  in  width  from 
north  to  south,  and  contains  about  thirteen  thousand 
acres,  and  is  about  four  and  a  half  miles  square, — 
has  a  total  length  of  nearly  one  hundred  miles  of  pub- 
lic streets,  and  it  may  truly  be  called  a  "  live"  place. 

Campello. — The  next  in  importance  is  a  neat  and 
.pleasant  locality,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  south 
from  the  centre  of  the  city,  formerly  known  as  "  Plain 
Village,"  now   Campello.     This  name  was  first  sug- 
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gested  to  the  citizens  of  Plain  Village  at  the  time  of 
the  establishment  of  the  post-office,  in  February,  1850, 
on  account  of  the  name  of  Plain  Village  being  often 
confounded  with  other  places  spelled  nearly  the  same. 
It  was  proposed  by  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  and 
uiKinimoubly  adopted  by  the  people  as  a  proper  otie, 
it  signifying  a  small  plain.  It  has  always  been  noted 
for  its  extensive  manufacturing  establishments  of 
boots,  shoL-s,  cabinet  furniture,  and  musical  instru- 
ments; and  the  thrift  and  industry  of  her  citizens 
may  be  clearly  seen  in  the  neat  and  tidy  uppearauco 
of  the  small  cottages  scattered  throughout  the  limits 
of  the  same.  The  growth  of  this  place  was  mate- 
ritilly  checked.  May  23,  1853,  by  one  of  the  most  de- 
structive fires  that  ever  occurred  in  the  city,  if  uot  in 
the  county.  It  is  now  growing  rapidly,  and  bids 
fair  to  be  aunnig  the  best  localities  for  business. 
Here  there  is  a  large  amount  of  business  done  in 
the  shoe  trade,  several  large  establishments  being 
engaged  in  manufacturing  goods  for  foreign  mar- 
kets, the  owners  or  proprietors  of  which  have  stores 
I'ur  the  sale  of  goods  in  Boston,  one  manufactory 
of  musical  instruments,  several  variety  stores,  gro- 
cery stores,  post-office,  railroad  depot  near  by,  ren- 
dering it  a  de.-iirablo  place  for  trade  or  for  a  private 
residence.  The  main  street  runs  the  entire  length  of 
tiie  city,  north  and  south,  with  graceful  elms  on 
either  side.  There  are  schools  in  the  place  and  live 
churches. 

Salisbury  Square. — Sprague's  Factory  Village, 
or  Salisbury  Srjuare,  is  another  small  and  beautifully- 
located  cluster  of  houses  and  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  east  of  the  main 
street  of  the  city,  on  the  road  leading  to  Abington. 
There  is  a  large  manufactory  of  last  and  boot-trees 
in  this  place,  with  water-  and  steam-power,  formerly 
owned  and  conducted  by  the  late  Chandler  Sprague, 
Esq.,  to  whom  the  citizens  of  that  portion  of  the  city 
owe  their  success  for  the  enterprising  manner  in  which 
he  rendered  the  place  attractive.  Several  years  since 
he  erected  a  large  and  convenient  building  for  his 
use,  in  which  were  couducced  several  branches  of 
manufacturing;  also  a  beautiful  residence  now  owned 
by  Dr.  S.  J.  Gruver,  situated  but  a  short  distance 
from  the  factory  ;  also  a  .store.  In  this  vicinity  is  a 
neat  and  roomy  school-house,  having  a  tower,  with  a 
bell ;  a  saw-mill,  and  several  shoe  manufactories, 
besides  other  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
shoe  tools. 

Brockton  Heights. — The  next  is  the  "  West 
Shares,  or  "Northwest  Bridgewater"  (now  known 
as  ■'  Brockton  Heights"),  a  prominent  height  of  land 
from  which  magnificent  views  may  be  had.     It  is  the 


highest  portion  of  land  to  be  found  in  all  the  four 
Bridgewaters.  On  the  north  we  have  a  view  of  the 
Blue  Hills  of  Milton,  and  on  the  west  we  have  a  jiic- 
turesque  view  of  the  Western  Hills  ;  and  no  place  can 
excel  it  for  its  lovely  scenery  and  its  healtlil'ul  local- 
ity. The  land  is  of  a  good  (|Uality,  and  the  jieople  in 
this  portion  of  the  town  arc  mostly  finucrs.  In  im- 
mediate proximity  to  this  place  is  one  MethuJist 
Church,  school,  post-office,  and  store,  and  is  situated 
at  about  equal  distance  from  Stoughton  and  Centre  of 
Brockton. 

Rivers  and  Brooks. — This  town  is  well  watered 
by  brooks  and  streams,  only  one  large  enough  to  he 
called  a  river,  and  that  of  small  size.  Most  of  these 
have  had  mills  erected  upon  them.  The  most  prom- 
inent of  these  is  the  Salisbury  River,  which  rises  in 
the  town  of  Stoughton,  running  southerly  one-half 
mile  west  of  the  Centre  Village,  till  it  crosses  Bel- 
mont Street,  a  short  distance  below  the  mill  known  as 
the  Caleb  Howard  Mill,  when  it  turns  and  runs  east 
till  it  meets  Trout  Brook. 

This  brook  also  rises  in  the  southerly  part  of 
Stoughton,  and  runs  south  about  a  half-mile  east  of 
the  middle  of  the  town  till  it  meets  Salisbury  Brook, 
near  Sprague's  works.  At  this  point  the  two  are 
joined,  and  run  in  a  southerly  direction,  a  short  dis- 
tance east  of  Campello  village,  into  the  town  of  East 
Bridgewater. 

Beaver  Brook  is  another  stream,  rising  iu  Wey- 
mouth ;  runs  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  forming  a 
boundary-line  between  Abington  and  North  Biidge- 
water,  till  it  enters  East  Bridgewater.  Another  river 
rises  in  Easton,  and  runs  through  the  southwest  part 
of  the  town  into  West  Bridgewater,  and  is  called 
Cowesett  Brook. 

Mike's  Brook  rises  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
town,  and  runs  southwesterly,  and  empties  iuto  Trout 
Brook,  and  is  a  very  small  stream. 

West  Meadow  Brook  rises  north  of  the  residence 
of  Caleb  Phillips,  near  Pleasant  Street,  and  runs  in 
a  southerly  direction  into  West  Bridgewater,  near 
Henry  Jackson's. 

Another  small  stream  rises  in  the  south  part  of 
Stoughton  and  north  part  of  Brockton,  near  George 
W.  Hunt's;  running  southeasterly  it  empties  into 
Salisbury  Brook,  near  Galen  Packard's  mill. 

Also,  a  small  stream  rises  near  the  residence  of  the 
late  Deacon  Silvanus  French,  and,  running  south, 
enters  West  Bridgewater  east  of  the  late  residence  of 
Nahum  Hayward,  and  empties  into  Salisbury  River. 

Although  the  streams  in  this  town  are  small,  there 
has  been,  at  various  times,  considerable  manufacturing 
done  by  water-power.     There  are  no  ponds  in  town  of 
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any  size,  excepting  those  made  by  flowins;  meadows 
for  mill  privileges,  ihe  largest  in  town  being  that  at 
Sprague's  works,  next  at  Howard's  mills,  and  one  at 
Tilden's  Corner.  There  is  about  a  thousand  acres 
in  the  town  covered  by  water,  the  balance  is  well 
divided  into  woodland,  pasturing,  and  mowing,  and 
there  is  do  city  or  town  in  the  county  where  there  is 
less  unproductive  or  unimproved  land  than  in  this 
town.  There  are  over  four  thousund  acres  of  good 
woodland,  and  over  eleven  hundred  acres  of  land 
tilled,  uxclusive  of  orcharding  ;  over  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  good  upland  mowing  land,  about  eighty  acres 
of  orcliardiug,  about  six  hundred  acres  of  fresh 
meadow,  about  three  thousand  acres  of  pasture  land. 

Hills Of  the  town  of  Brockton,  we  may  say  that 

its  surface  is  comparatively  level,  with  but  a  few  hills. 
Besides  those  already  mentioned,  there  are  some  ele- 
vated spots  liere  and  there,  prominent  among  which 
is  Gary  Hill,  situated  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
town,  overlooking  the  village  on  the  south,  gently 
sloping  in  either  direction,  from  the  top  of  which  we 
may  get  pure  air  and  tine  views  in  an  autumn  day. 
When  the  leaves  are  turned  into  rich  drapery,  it  is 
worth  while  to  ride  to  this  place  for  the  prospect  that 
may  be  hail.  It  is  of  very  easy  access  by  good  road.s, 
and  the  wonder  is  that  it  is  not  more  generally  selected 
as  a  place  of  residence  by  those  wishing  a  healthy  and 
retired  lut-ality.  The  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
is  good,  well  adapted  to  tillage,  produces  fine  crops 
with  little  labor. 

Prospect  EI  ill  is  another  high  and  pleasant  spot  of 
land,  very  desirable  for  building  purposes,  and  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  village  in  a  northwest  direc- 
tion, west  of  the  late  Capt.  A.sa  Jones'  residence.  On 
this  heiglit  are  many  tine  residences. 

Ridge  Hill  is  a  rough  and  rocky  pasture,  running 
from  near  the  residence  of  Freeman  Holmes,  in  the 
south  part  of  the  town,  northerly  for  about  one  mile, 
and  lias  been  much  celebrated  for  its  plentiful  crops 
of  huckleberries  and  blackberries. 

Stone-House  Hill  is  situated  on  the  boundary-line 
between  Brockton  and  Easton,  a  short  distance  west 
of  the  shoe  manufactory  of  Jonas  Reynolds  at  Tilden's 
Corner.  At  this  place  is  an  old  cave,  made  in  the 
solid  stone  ledge,  and  is  said  to  have  been  used  by 
the  Indians  as  a  dwelling.  The  cave  may  now  be 
seen  as  formerly  used.  It  is  situated  on  the  old  road 
leading  from  Brockton  to  Easton.  A  pastoral  poem 
was  written  by  George  H.  FuUerton,  Esq.,  the  late 
postmaster  of  Brockton.  This  work  is  worthy  of  a 
perusal. 

Natural  History. — To  the  true  votary  of  science 
everything  in  nature  presents  a  lovely  aspect.     "To 


him  there  are  books  in  the  running  streams,  sermons 
in  stones,  good  in  everrything." 

'*  There's  a  pleasure  in  the  pathless  vvooJ;f ; 
There  u  society  where  DODe  iDtrudcs." 

Every  town  has  its  natural  history,  and  every  mile 
of  its  surface,  with  its  hills  and  plains,  its  rivers, 
ponds,  rocks,  and  trees, — all  have  a  charm  that  clus- 
ters around  the  home  of  childhood.  The  forests  of 
Brockton  consist  of  red-,  white-,  and  sugar-maple 
(although  the  latter  is  scarce,  it  is  occasionally  fuund), 
white-,  red-,  and  black-ash,  the  tremulous  poplar  and 
verdant  hemlock,  the  tall  spruce,  much  used  in  build- 
ing, white-ash,  used  for  carriage- work,  scjthes,  and 
rake-handles,  for  hoops,  sieve  rims,  and  boxes,  and  u 
superior  wood  for  oars.  Sa.ssafras  was  in  early  times 
quite  plenty,  valuable  only  for  medicinal  purposes. 
Chestnut  is  not  abundant.  White-oak  is  used  fur  car- 
riages, red-oak  for  casks,  the  bark  of  which  is  used 
for  tanning;  hickory  afibrding  plenty  of  good  shell- 
barks  ;  butternut  is  not  common, — here  and  there  a 
j  tree  ;  white-pine  is  tolerably  plenty,  although  it  h;is 
been  of  late  much  cut  for  fuel  and  building  purposo ; 
I  pitch-pine  is  quite  plenty, — good  only  for  fuel,  being 
'  knotty  and  pitchy  ;  red  cedar,  used  for  rail-fences  and 
;  pencil-woods,  also  very  useful  for  linings  to  che.sts,  :i.s 
'  a  protection  from  moths  ;  red-beech,  used  for  plane, 
woods,  last,  and  boot-tree  forms.  Tall  and  graceful 
elms  rejoice  the  eye  in  every  direction.  In  the  early 
settlement  of  the  town  large  quantities  of  ship-timber 
of  oak  and  chestnut  were  carried  I'rom  the  town  to 
the  sea-shore  towns  of  Weymouth,  Scituate,  and  Du.x- 
bury.  Among  those  who  did  a  large  trade  in  that 
line  were  Messrs.  Abel  and  Eliphaiet  Kingman,  and, 
later,  Edwin  H.  Kingman.  Of  late  years  a  ready 
market  is  found  at  home  for  all  the  wood  cut,  where 
formerly  large  lots  were  either  carried  to  Boston  and 
the  seaport  towns,  or  made  into  charcoal,  and  then 
sent  to  Boston.  Since  the  railroads  have  been  built 
wood  has  been  mucli  used  on  the  locomotives,  and  has 
made  it  scarce  at  times,  but  if  we  take  a  look  about 
the  town  we  shall  find  "  a  few  more  left  of  the  same 
sort." 

Fruit-Trees. — Of  tliis  kind  of  tree  not  so  great  a 
variety  is  found  as  in  many  places,  although  the 
writer  is  happy  in  believing  that  there  is  an  increas- 
ing interest  being  felt  in  this  most  important  of  agri- 
cultural pursuits, — that  of  raising  fruit.  The  must 
commou  fruit  is  the  apple.  There  is  a  fair  assort- 
ment of  them  in  the  town,  and  the  now  orchards  con- 
tain choice  varieties,  while  the  old  and  wild  orchards 
have  given  way  to  the  woodman's  axe.  Now  the 
apple  is  a  staple  article  of  consumption,  the  consumers 
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being  more  numerous  than  the  producers,  and  people 
are  looking  more  to  tlie  cultivation  of  all  kinds  than 
ever  before.  Choice  varieties  are  engrafted  upon  the 
stumps  of  old  trees,  and  were  it  not  for  the  borers 
that  eat  the  roots,  canker-worms  and  caterpillars  that 
cat  the  leaves  and  branches,  we  might  look  witii  du- 
ligiit  upon  as  fine  orchards  as  could  be  found  in  any 
place.  These  pests  have  destroyed  the  orchards,  as 
grasshoppers  have  the  nice  fields  of  gra.ss,  and  the 
ways  and  means  of  ridding  the  orchards  of  these 
plagues  is  not  yet  fully  understood.  Next  to  the 
apple  comes  the  pear-tree,  which  does  not  appear  to 
thrive  as  well  in  this  town  as  in  many  others,  the 
land  not  being  well  adapted  for  this  kind  of  fruit, 
tliough  of  late  many  have  been  successful,  and  raised 
choice  kinds. 

Peaches  are  rai.sed  to  a  very  limited  extent,  the 
climate  not  being  adapted  for  the  successful  cultiva- 
tion of  this  variety.  The  trees  are  said  to  be  short- 
lived, and  do  not  flouri.ih. 

Cherries  do  very  well,  and  much  is  being  done  in 
this  kind  of  small  fruit,  many  varieties  being  culti- 
vated. Of  the  native  shrubs,  we  find  the  town  has 
the  usual  variety, — such  as  the  blueberry  and  huckle- 
berry,— that  affords  employment  for  the  boys  and  girls 
in  a  pleasant  afternoon,  and  a  source  of  pleasure  to 
older  persons,  furnishing  an  agreeable  repast  when 
eaten  with  milk.  Then  we  find  the  raspberry,  goose- 
berry, and  tliimbleberry.  Of  the  raspberries,  there 
are  the  red  and  white,  that  grow  wild,  and  are  culti- 
vated in  gardens.  Gooseberries  of  late  years  have 
become  an  article  of  much  use,  many  new  varieties 
having  been  introduced,  the  best  of  which  is  the 
English  Variety,  that  grow  aa  large  as  shcllbarks. 
Then  we  have  the  currant,  an  exceedingly  useful 
article  of  culture,  and  easily  raised,  valuable  for  wine 
or  table  use.  Of  these  we  have  also  several  varieties, 
— red,  white,  and  black.  Then  comes  that  highly- 
esteemed  and  valuable  luxury, — "  a  dish  of  ripe 
strawberries,  smothered  in  cream."  These  are  found 
in  many  places  growing  wild  in  the  piLStures,  and, 
although  tliey  are  sweet  and  deliciou.s,  they  are  found 
so  scarce  that  not  much  account  is  made  of  them. 
The  cultivated  fruit  of  this  kind  is  a  tavorite  dish,  of 
which  there  is  a  great  variety,  among  which  are  the 
"  Huvcy's  Seedlings,"  "  Early  Virginia,"  and  "  Bos- 
ton Pine."  These  are  fast  becoming  an  article  of  cul- 
tivation as  much  as  the  potato  or  corn,  and  large 
amounts  are  cultivated  in  the  gardens  and  fields  of 
this  town.  The  first  that  were  raised  for  market  to 
any  extent  were  those  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Lawton,  of  the 
West  Shares.  Since  then  several  have  raised  them 
with  profit  and  sent  them   to  market,  among  whom 


are   C.    H.    Packard,    at    Campello,    and    Ira    Cope- 
land. 

"  Wife,  into  the  gardeu,  and  set  me  a  plot 
With  stra wherry-root-s  of  thu  best  to  be  j^ot; 
Such  growing  abroad  amont^  thorn.-j  in  the  wood, 
Well  cbu:ieD  and  picked,  prove  excellent  :ind  good." 

Tusstit. 

Birds. — The  birds  common  in  this  locality  are  the 
quail,  partridge,  snipe,  woodpecker,  woodcock,  spar- 
row, thrush,  robin,  blue-bird,  bobolink,  wren,  pewee, 
lark,  king-bird,  blue  jay,  black-bird,  chickadee,  marten, 
barn-  and  bank-swallow,  cat-bird,  cuckoo,  huiuming- 
bird,  kingfisher,  whip-poor-will,  owl,  hawk,  crow,  bats. 
Wild  geese  occasionally  alight  on  the  siuall  ponds  in 
the  outskirts  of  the  town. 

'*  What  songs  with  those  of  birds  can  vie, 
From  the  goldtinch  that  on  higli 
Swings  its  wee  bamiuoclL  in  the  sky  ?" 

Canxing. 

Fish. — Among  the  difierent  kinds  of  fish  that 
abound  in  our  streams  may  be  found  the  trout,  pick- 
erel, sucker,  shiner,  minnow,  hornpout,  eels,  perch. 
Herrings  in  early  days  used  to  run  up  the  rivers, 
but  of  late  are  seldom  found. 

Wild  Aaimals. — The  early  forests  in  town  had 
their  share  of  vexatious  animals  that  were  common 
in  this  part  of  the  country, — as  wolves,  wild-cat. 
Poxes  have  become  shy  of  company.  Skunk,  mus- 
quash, and  mink  have  been  severely  hunted.  Wood- 
chucks,  rabbits,  and  squirrels  of  difierent  kinds. 
Raccoons,  that  damaged  the  cornfields,  have  almost 
disappeared.  Moles  and  meadow-mice  are  found  in 
the  fields,  and  often  do  much  damage,  gnawing  bark 
off  of  trees  in  winter. 

But  the  worst  enemy  the  early  settlors  had  to  con- 
tend with  among  the  beast  kind  was  the  wulf,  which 
troubled  the  infant  settlements  exceedingly, — so  much 
that  shepherds  were  appointed  over  the  tiocks  by  da}', 
and  they  were  put  in  folds  at  night  and  securely 
guarded, — and  even  after  the  town  became  quite 
thickly  settled  these  pests  would  make  night  hideous 
by  their  howling  around  the  farms.  Rewards  were 
offered  by  the  town  for  their  heads,  and  wolf-traps  were 
common  in  all  parts  of  the  town. 

Geology. — The  geological  formation  of  Brockton 
is  similar  to  many  other  towns  in  Plymouth  County. 
The  hills,  meadows,  large  plains  and  intervales,  deep 
swamps  and  rocky  pastures  furnish  food  for  almo.st 
all  kinds  of  grass,  trees,  and  shrubs.  Of  the  rocky 
portions  of  the  town  we  find  sienite,  or  compusition 
of  feldspar,  quartz,  and  hornblende.  Saj's  Dr.  Hitch- 
cock, in  his  survey  through  the  State, — 

'*Tho  most  elegant  variety  of  porphyritic  sienite  that  I  have 
met  with  in  the  State  occurs  in  North  Bridgewater  and  Abing- 
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ton,  and  in  other  parts  of  Plymouth  County.  Its  btue  consista 
of  quartz  and  feldspar,  with  an  abundance  of  epidote,  di^seuii* 
Dated  and  in  veins.  This  rock,  if  poliiihed,  would  form,  it 
seems  to  me,  the  most  oroainentat  stone  in  the  State.  The  feld- 
spar, crystal,  that  conititutts  it  a  porphyry,  are  of  a  flesh  color. 
There  is  a  dark-colored  mineral  ditfused  throughout  the  mass, 
which  may  be  hornblende  or  mica." 

In  some  sections  of  the  town  sluty  formations  exist 
to  a  slight  extent,  but  of  vei'y  little  account. 

Wheie  mica  is  found  plenty  in  the  composition  it 
is  sometimes  calleii  sienite  granite. 

Large  quantities  of  peat  have  been  cut  in  the 
meadows  of  the  town  in  pa.st  times,  and  it  is  now 
being  used  as  a  fuel,  which  is  of  an  excellent  quality. 

Large  quantities  of  iron  ore  have  been  found  iu  tlie 
western  aud  other  sections  of  the  town,  and  some  has 
been  manufactured  into  iron.  It  is  not,  however, 
plenty  now,  aud  the  business  of  making  it  into  iron 
ceased  several  years  since. 

Official  History. — There  are  many  who  like  to 
know  who  have  liad  the  management  of  public  affairs 
both  iu  town  and  State.  To  see  a  list  of  those  hav- 
ing lield  positions  of  trust  and  confidence  can  hardly 
fail  to  be  of  interest  to  us  as  showing  the  estimate  in 
which  they  were  held  by  their  follow  citizens.  To  be 
a  selectman,  or  "  townsman,"  as  they  were  sometimes 
called,  was  cotisidered  as  being  one  of  the  ■'  fathers  of 
the  town."  The  selectmen  have  nearly  the  control  of 
the  affairs  of  a  town,  and  it  is  very  common,  even  to 
this  day,  in  town-meetings,  "  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  selectmen,  with  full  powers,"  or  to  leave  business 
at  the  discretion  of  the  selectmen,  with  suggestions 
from  the  towti.  Hence  the  value  that  should  be 
placed  upoti  such  officers,  and  the  reason  why  none 
but  men  of  good  judgment  and  integrity  should  be 
selected.  Anytliing  and  everything,  not  otherwise 
provided  by  law,  in  regard  to  town  affairs,  I'alls  by 
custom  to  the  care  of  the  selectmen,  and  generally 
such  men  have  been  chosen. 

SELECTMEN. 
List  of  selectmen  from  the  incorporation   of   the 
town  of   North   Bridgewater,  now    Brockton,   to    its 
incorporation  as  a  city  : 

Uoward  Gary,  1821,  '22,  '23,  '2J. 

Zaehariah  tiurney,  1821,  '22,  '2.i. 

Abel  Kin|,'man,  I.S21,  '22,  '23. 

Eliphalct  Kiu;,'mau,  1S24,  '25,  '20,  '27,  '28. 

Ephraini  Cole,  Jr.,  1824, '25,  '26,  '27,  '28. 

John  Packard,  1S24,  '25. 

Robert  Packard,  1824. 

Caleb  Ilotvard,  1824. 

Jesse  Perkins,  1S26,  '27,  '28. 

Benjauiiu  Kingman,  1829,  "M,  '31,  '32,  '33. 

Uarius  Howard,  ls29,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '34,  -.',5. 

N.ihum  Perkins,  1829,  '30,  '31,  '.'12,  '33,  '39,  '40,  '45. 

Linus  Howard,  1834,  '35. 


Lucius  Kingman,  1334,  '35, 
Albert  Smith,  1836,  '37,  "33. 
Lorenzo  Wade,  1836. 
Nathaniel  H.  Cross,  1836,  '37. 
Isaac  Eames,  1837,  '39,  '40,  '50. 
Newton  Shaw,  1840,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44. 
Caleb  Copeland,  1836,  '40,  '41,  '42,  '45. 

Josiah  W.  Kingman,  1838,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '58,  '00,  'Gl,  '62,  '63. 
Perez  .Marshall,  1842,  '43,  '43. 
Col.  Nathan  Jones,  1S43,  '44. 

George  Clark,  1840,  '47,  '48,  '49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '53,  '51,  '72. 
Bela  Keitb,  1845,  '46,  '47,  '48,  '51,  '52,  '53,  '54. 
Frederick  Howard,  1849. 
John  Field,  1849. 
Marcus  Packard,  1851,  '52,  '53. 
Ellis  Packard,  1855,  '59,  '60,  '61. 
William  H.  Cooper,  1855. 
Vinal  Lyon,  1855. 

Franklin  Amee,  1856,  '57,  '58,  '59,  '60,  '61,  '62,  '63. 
I    Edwin  H.  Kingman,  1846,  '47,  '48,  '56,  '57. 
Franklin  Keith,  1856,  '57,  '53. 

Nelson  J.  Foss,  1859,  '64,  '65,  '86,  '67,  '68,  '69,  '70,  '72. 
Isaae  Kingman,  1850,  '65,  '66,  '67,  'OS,  '69,  '70,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '74, 
■77. 

Iluel  Richmond,  1854. 

Nathan  Packard  (2d),  1862,  '63. 
Jonas  r...  Perkins,  1864. 

Uufus  L.  Thatcher,  1864,  '65,  '66,  '67. 
tjeorge  Stevens,  1866. 
Jonathan  White,  1868. 

Elbridge  0.  Ames,  1869. 

Ucnry  A.  Ford,  1870,  '71,  '73,  '74,  '75,  '76,  '79,  '30,  '81. 

Albert  Keith,  1871. 

Welcome  II.  Wales,  1873,  '74,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '78. 

Davis  S.  Packard,  1875,  '76,  '78. 

Simeon  F.  Packard,  1877. 

llcnry  Southworth,  1877. 

Sanford  Winter,  1877. 

Henry  B.  Packard,  1878. 

Daniel  Dunbar,  1878, '81. 

John  J.  Whipple,  1878. 

Henry  H.  Packard,  1879,  '80,  '81. 

William  W.  Cross,  1879,  '80. 

Ziba  C.  Keith,  1879. 

Walter  F.  Cloavoland,  1879. 

William  S.  Qreen,  1880. 

Henry  E.  Lincoln,  1880,  '81. 

Rufus  P.  Kingman,  1881. 

ASSESSORS. 
List  of  assessors'  of  the  town  of  North   Bridge- 
water  and  Brockton  from   1875  to  the  date  of  its 
becoming  a  city,  March  28,  1874: 

Edward  Crocker,  1875. 

Henry  A.  Fuid,  1871,  '75,  76. 

David  S.  Packard,  1875,  '78,  '78. 

Henry  Southworth,  1876,  '77.^ 

Isaac  Kingman,  1877. 

Simeon  F.  Packard,  1877,  '79,  '81. 

Frederic  Howard,  1870. 


1  'i'he  selectmen  have  performed  the  duties  of  assessors  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  from  the  incorporation  of  the  town  to 
1875,  at  which  date  they  became  a  distinct  board  of  olficers. 

-  Three  assessors  previous  to  1877,  then  Bve  were  chosen. 
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Elisha  II.  Joslyn,  1877,  '70. 

Henry  E.  Lincuin,  1S78,  '79,  '80. 

L.  F.  Severance,  1878. 

Bamubus  Snow,  1880. 

Albert  Keith,  ISSO. 

William  Rankin  iu  1880,  '81.' 

Rufu3  C.  Kimball,  ISSl. 

TOWN    CLERKS. 

List  of  towu  clerks  of  North  Bridgewater,  now 
Brockton,  from  its  incorporation  to  its  incorporation 
as  a  city,  with  the  years  each  has  served  : 

Col.  Edward  Suuthworth,   1821,  '22,  '23,  '24,  '25,  '2fi,  '27,  '28, 

'2y. 
Jcsic  Perkins,  1830,  '31,  ■32,  '33,  '31,  '35,  '3U,  '37,  '38. 
Fn.nUlin  Ames,  IS3'J,  '40,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '4i,  '40,  '17,  '48,  '4'J, 

'50,  '51,  '52,  '53,  '54. 
Horatio  E.  Payne,  1855,  '56,  '37,  '58,  '59,  '00,  '61. 
Welcome  H.  Wales,  1802,  '63,  '64,  '65,  '06,  '67,  '68,  '09,  '70,  '71, 

'72,  '73,  '74,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '78. 
Henry  A.  Ford,  1S79,  'SO,  'SI. 

TllEA.SUKERS. 
Jjjst  of  trea.sururs  of  tiie  tovfu  of  North   Bridge- 
water,  now   Brockton,   from    it.s   iticorpuration    to  it.s 
incorporation  into  a  city  : 

Col.  Edward  .Soiitliwortli,  1S21-2'J. 
Je^.ie  I'erkins,  1,S30-3S. 
Franklin  Ames,  1839-54. 
Fi'aneis  M.  Freueli,  1855. 
Kui'ii.s  P.  Kiii;;man,  1850-04. 
Oakes  tf.  Soulu,  1865-81. 

MODERATORS. 
Date  of  tlie  annual  town-meetings,  and  list  of  mod- 
erators from    the   incorporation   of  the    town   to   the 
piesent  time : 

July  4,  1821.  Joseph  Sylvester. 
March  18,  1822.  Jo.^u|>h  Sylvester. 

"   22,  1823. 

"   15,  1824. 

"   14,  1825.    " 

"   13,  1S20. 

"       12,  1827.  Abel  Kinsjnian. 

"       10,  1828,  Joseph  Sylvester. 

"        9,  1829.         " 

*'        8,  lh30.  Abel  Kinj^man. 

"        7,  1831.      " 

"        5,  1832.  Joseph  Sylvester. 

"       18,  1833.         •'  " 

"       17,  1834.  "  " 

"         2,  1835.         "  " 

"        7,  1S30.  Nathan  Jones. 

"        0,  1837. 

"        5,  1S3S.  Joseph  Sylvester. 

'•        4,  1839.  Nathan  Jones. 
2,  1840. 
8,  IS41.         ■'  " 

"       14,  1842. 

"      20,  1843.  Jesse  Perkins. 

"       18,  1844.      " 

"      17,  1845.      "  " 


March  16,  1846.  Jesse  Perkina. 

"      15,  1847.      " 

"      20,  1848.       " 

"       19,  1849.       " 

"      11,  1850.       " 

'<      24,  1851.      " 

"         1,  1852.      " 

"         7,  1853.       " 

"        6,  1854.      " 
April  2,  1855.   W.  H.  Cooper. 
March  24,  1856.  George  Clark. 

"      30,  1857.         "  " 

"      22,  1S5S.         "  " 

'•      29,  1859.         "  " 

"       12,  1800.  W.  H.  Cooper. 

"        4,  1861.  llodolphus  11.  Wi 

"       10,   1862. 


Ilial 


9, 

1803. 

li, 

1864. 

7, 

1805. 

5, 

1866. 

4, 

1867. 

9> 

1868. 

s, 

1869. 

7, 

1S70. 

1, 

1871. 

11, 

1872. 

3, 

1S73. 

9, 

1874. 

1, 

1875. 

6, 

J  870. 

'■>, 

1877. 

4, 

1S7S. 

•i. 

1879. 

1, 

1.880. 

7, 

1881. 

'  Chosen  to  take  the  place  of  H.  E.  Lincoln. 


ENUINEEKS    OF   THE 

List  of  engineers  of  the 
organization,  in  184G  : 

Beujaiuiu  ICiujjnian,  1846, '47, 

'48. 
Edward  Southworth,  1840, '47, 

'58. 
Josiah  W.  Kingman,  1840,  '47, 

'48, '49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '54. 
Charles  Lincoln,  1846, '47,  '48, 

'49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '55,  '50,  '57, 

'58,  '59. 
Ruel  Richmond,  1840,  '47,  '48, 

'49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '54. 
Chandler  Sprague,   1346,  '47, 

'48,  '49,  '50,  '51,  '53. 
William  S.  Gay,  1846, '47, '48. 
Bela  Keith,  1849, '50,  '51, '52. 
Benjamin  G.  Stoddard,    1849, 

'50,  '51,  '52. 
Charles  Howard,  1852,  '55,  '50, 

'57,  '58,  '59. 
Lorenzo  D.  Hervey,  1853,  '54. 
Francis  W.  French,  1853,  '55, 

'50,  '57. 
Aaron  B.  Drake,  1853,  '54,  '55, 

'56,  '57. 
Edwin  H.  Kingman,  1854. 


FiRK  di:pai;t.mi;nt. 
fire   department   since  its 

Darius  Iluwaid,  1851,  '55,  "50, 

'57,  '00,  '01. 
Lewis  Fisher,   1855,    '00,   '57, 

'58,  '59. 
Nelson  J.  Foss,  1857,  '58,  '60, 

'61. 
Barnabas  II.  (jray,  185s,  '59. 
Chas.  L.  Hathaway,  185.>,  '59. 
Daniel  Dunbar,  1859. 
Atphtius  K.  llaruinn,  1^00. 
Benjamin    P.  Lucas,  iMil,  '(i2, 

'63,  '64,  '05,  '06,  '07,  '08,  'OW, 

'70,  '71. 
George  Sawyei-,  1^64,  '65. 
Samuel  McLaughlin,  1804,  '05, 

'66,  '67,  '68,  '69,  '70,  '71. 
Isaac  II.  Hiirtwell,    1804,  '65, 

'66,  '67,  '68,  '69,  '70,  '71. 
William  Stevens,  1S60,  '67,  'OS, 

'09, '70. 
II.  I).  Kendrick,  1371. 
E.  L.  Stevens,  1871. 
Nehemiah  S.  Holmes,  1872,  '73, 

'74,  '75,  '70,  '78, '80,  '81. 
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Benjamin  S.  Clark,  1S72,  '73, 

•7-). 
David    U.    EMieil,    1872,   '7.), 

'71,  '75,  76,  77, '78, '79, '80, 

•81. 
Elisha  Hoilis,  1S72. 
Charles  E.  Tiibou,  1872. 
Josiah  S.  LJDcuIn,  187:!,  '74. 
Samuel  Wutenuan,  1S73,  '7-1, 

'75,  '70,  '77. 
J.  K.  Hollis,  1873,  '74. 
J.  Lowell  French,  1S76,  '77. 
Kenneth    .McLeoJ,    1S7G,    '77, 

'78,  7'J. 


78, 


William  H.  Jacobs,  I87G,  '77, 

■78,  '79,  'SO. 
Henry  A.  Willis,  187C,  77,  78, 

'79,  '80,  '81. 
Zeoas    L.  Marston,  1877, 

'79,  '80,  81. 
Charles  Eaton,  18SI. 
SoluDion  Leii;hton,  1375. 
R.  B.  Grover,  1875. 
Francis  Goodwin,  1375. 
Uriah  Macoy,  1875. 
William  S.  Green,  1873. 


COUNCILLORS. 
Executive  councilor  from  District  No.  8 : 

llun.  FraiiiiliD  Ames,  1859. 


SENATORS. 

from     North 


Bridgewater    and 


State    senators 
Brockton  : 

Hon.  Abel  Kingman,  1S3G,  '37.  |    Hon.  Edward  Crocker,  186S. 


Hon.  Je==o  Perkins,  ISIl,  "43. 
Rev.  Azariah  B.  Wljeelcr,  1S57. 
Hon.  Edward  Suuthworth,  Jr., 
1S61. 


llun.   Jonathan  White,    1SC9, 

'77,  '78. 
lion.     Henry     W.     KobinsoD, 

1375,  7G. 


REPRESENTATIVES   TO   THE   GENERAL    COURT. 

List  of  representatives  to  the  General  Court  from 
the  town  of  North  Brid"rewater  and  Brockton  from 
its  incorporation  to  tlie  time  of  its  incorporation  into 
a  city: 

Caleb  Howard,  1822. 
Howard  Cary,  1823,  '24. 
Ca|>t.  John  Packard,  1825. 
Abel  Kin-man,  1828,  '29,  '30, 

'36,  '37. 
E(jhraiin  Cole,  1829,  '30. 
Kev.  John  Goldsbury,  1831. 
Elifjbulet  Kinsman,  1831. 
Lucius  Kingman,  1834,  '35. 
Albert  Smith,  1838,  '39. 
Eliab  Whitman,  1340,  '41. 
Benjamin  Kingman,  1842, '43. 
Daniel  Huntington,  1844. 
Henry  French,  1845,  '46. 
Jusiah  W.  ICingnmn,  1847,  '48. 
Jesso  Perkins,   1S31,  ':I3,  '34, 

'35,  '.'IG,  •■.:•,  '39, '10. '19, '51, 

•52. 
No  choice  1850. 
Nabum  Perkins,  1853. 
No  choice  1854. 
Lewis  Fifher,  1855. 


Rev.  A.  B.  Wheeler,  1856. 
Rev.  Paul  Couch,  1857,  '58. 
Edward  Southwortb,  Jr.,  1859, 

•00. 
Lorenzo  l).  Hervey,  ISGl,  '62. 
George  B.  Dunbar,  18G3. 
Jonaihan  White,  1865. 
Nelsun  J    Foss,  1864. 
Uriah  Macoy,  1866. 
C.  C.  Biiby,  1867. 
Welcome  II.  Wales,  1868,  '70. 
I.  C.  Lewis,  1869. 
Loring  Thayer,  1371,  '72. 
Edward  0.  Noyes,  1872,  '73. 
T.  M.  House,  1873. 
Zlba  C.  Keith,  1874,  75. 
Alfred  Laws,  1875. 
Henry  B.  Packard,  1877. 
Baalis  Sanfort,  Jr.,  1877. 
Alfred  C.  Monroe,  1878,  '79. 
Albert  Keith,  1879,  '80. 
Davis  S.  Packard,  1880,  '81. 


CORONERS. 

Coroners  in  the  town  of  North  Bridgewater,  now 
Brockton  : 

Thomas  Packard,  Deo.  17,  1811. 
Thomas  Wales,  Jr.,  July  3,  1821. 
Benjamin  A.  Packard,  Feb.  11,  1858. 
30 


NOTARIES    PUBLIC. 
Notaries  public  in  the  town  of  North  Bridgewater, 
now  iirockton  : 

Jonas    R.     Perkins,    Dec.    6,  <    Hamilton  L.  Gibhs,  June   14, 

1853.  j       1878. 

George  W.    Bryant,   Moy    10,  •   John  J.  Whipple,  March    IG, 

1854.  '        1881. 

Charles  W.  Sumner,  June  27,  '  Loring    W.    Puffer,    Jan.    20, 

1874.  I  1882. 

Charles  D.  Fullerton,  May  9,  j  Ira  A.  Leach,  April  2S,  1S82. 

1876.  1 

DEPUTIES   AND   SHERIFF. 

Deputies  sheriff  re.sident   in   the  town   of  North 

Bridgewater,  now  Brockton  : 

Darius  Howard,  1806-12.  Sumner  A.  Hayward,  1852,  '53, 

Benjamin  Kingman,  1819-51, 

'54,  '55. 
Fisko  Ames,  1315-22. 
Aliira  S.  Porter. 
George  A.  Wheeler. 


•57,  ^59. 
Charles  J.F.  Packard,  1856-59. 
Otis  Hayward,  18G2-65. 
Henry  S.  Porter. 


JUSTICES    OF   THE   PEACE.' 
List  of  justices  of  the  peace,  with  the  date  of  their 
commission,  in   tlie  town  of  North    Bridgewater,  now 
Brockton  : 

Nathaniel  Reynolds,  June  14,  1776. 
Barnabas  Howard,  March  14,  1782. 
Daniel  Howard,*  May  17,  1787. 
Daniel  Howard  (2d),  June  19.  1790. 
IssaehurSnell,  March  II,  1791. 
Gideon  Howard,  July  4,  1803. 
Issachar  Snell,  Jr.,  March  5,  1804, 
Caleb  Howard,  Jan.  25,  1SU6. 
Howard  Cary,  July  10,  1807. 
Simeon  Dunbar,  Feb.  17,  1810. 
Abel  Kingman,  Feb.  22,  1811. 
Lemuel  Packard,  Feb.  25,  1812. 
Joseph  Sylvesler,  Feb.  25,  1812. 
Eliab  Whitman, »t  J"ly  3,  1810. 
Silas  Packard,  July  3,  1813. 
Edward  Southwortb,  Feb.  1,  1819. 
Micah  Packard,  Aug.  20,  1823. 
Jonathan  Snow,  Jan.  7,  1824. 
Eliphulet  Kingman,  March  1,  1827. 
Linus  Howard,  Aug.  27,  1829. 
George  Clark,  June  25,  1830. 
Jesse  Perkin8,-t  Ju"8  l«i  1831. 
Austin  Packard.tt  Sept.  29,  1835. 
BelaKeilh,  July  7,  1837. 
Franklin  Ames,»t?  March  31,  1842. 
Isaac  Eames,  June  20,  1843. 
Perez  Crocker,  June  20,  1843. 
George  W.  Bryant,tt  March  31,  1846. 
Isaac  Kingman,  Oct.  13,  1847. 
Jonathan  White,  *§  March  19,  1851. 
Edwin  H.  Kingman,  March  26,  1851. 
Perez  Marshall,  April  25,  1851. 
Jonas  R.  Perkin8,tt  Nov.  20,  1852. 

1  Those  marked  with  *  are  of  the  Quorum  ;  those  marked 
with  t  are  to  qualify  civil  officers;  those  marked  with  I  are 
trial  justices;  those  marked  with  ^  are  justices  throughout 
the  commonwealth.     All  others  are  county  appointments. 
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Charles  Lincoln,  Feb.  9,  1865. 
Francis  M.  French,  Feb.  9,  1855. 
Ilirum  Jernegnn,  Oct.  1,  1855. 
Dennis  Snow,  Feb.  11,  1856. 
Kufus  L.  Tli:itchcr,i  Feb.  9,  1857. 
■M;iuley  Packard,  March  24.  1857. 
Nathan  Jones,  March  24,  1857. 
Ellis  PackarJ,  March  24,  1857. 
Cornelius  H.  Dunham,  March  24,  1857. 
WillaiJ  Keith,  Oct.  29,  1857. 
Franklin  Keith,  Feb.  15,  1858. 
William  II.  Cooper,  March  10,  1858. 
Horatio  E.  Payne,  Jan.  26,  1858. 
Loring  W.  Puffer,  Feb.  8,  1859. 
Algernon  S.  Sylvester,  Feb.  15,  1859. 
EJwaril  .Soulhworth,  Jr.,  March  29,  1859. 
Chandler  Ppraguo,  Nov.  2.'!,  1859. 
Galen  E.  Pratt,  Jan.  2,  1860. 
Daniel  Crocker,  April  ?,t),  I  SCO. 
SuioDcr  A,  llayward,  Nov.  27,  1860, 
Isaac  E.  Snell,  Feb.  6,  1861. 
Arza  It.  Keith,  Feb.  19,  1801. 
Charles  Gurney,  Feb.  26,  IS61. 
Nelson  J.  Foss,  May  17,  18(11. 
Ellis  W.  Slorton,  Jan.  13,  1862, 
David  L.  Cowcll,  Dec.  .11,  1862. 
William  Perry,  Jan.  30,  lSi;;i. 
Jo^iiah  W.  ICiuguian,  Jan.  14,  1864. 
iiiadlbrd  Kingiuan,^  Jan.  22,  1864. 
A.  T.  Jones,  July  .il,  ISO". 
F.  C.  Ulanchard,  Mar.  4,  1S70. 
John  Lc  Roy  .Morgan,  Sept.  23,  1871. 
Charles  C.  liixby,  Feb.  I,  1771. 
K.  P.  Kingman.  Feb.  27,  1873. 

A.  C.  Moni'oe,  .\iu-il  22,  1873. 
W.  W.  WilUins,  April  23,  1873. 
J.  J.  \i'liipplc,  July  I,  1873. 
Albert  Keith.  Feb.  13,  1874. 
William  M.  Thompson,  Dec.  18,  1874. 
F.  Howard,  Fob.  16,  1875. 

C.  D.  Fullerton,  Jan.  29,  1875. 

II.  A.  Ford,  March  19,  1875. 

De  Witt  Clinton  Packard,  May  14,  1875. 

II.  L.  Gilibs,  Dec.  27,  1875. 

F.  M.  Wilkins,  June  22,  1876. 

S.  F.  Packard,  July  29,  1876. 

George  Farwell,  July  14,  1877. 

Alfred  Laws,  Oct.  18,  1877. 

Loved  E.  Chauilierlain,  Nov.  12,  1877. 

Eliot  L.  Packard,  Jan.  9,  1877. 

John  Cronin,  Nov.  16,  1878. 

C.  W.  Turner,  Marcli  15,  1879. 

Ira  A.  Leuch,  April  I,  1879. 

Daniel  Dunbar,  June  14,  1879. 

P.  li.  Keith,  Jan.  20,  1879. 

John  D.  Fiskc,  Sept.  3,  18SU. 

T.  E.  Gilford,  Nov.  10,  1880. 

David  II.  Gibbs,  Jan.  20,  IS81. 

F.  B.  Washburn,  Mar.  10,  1881. 

II.  II.  Packard,  Mar.  28,  1K81. 

B.  Sanford,  Jr.,  Dec.  27,  18.81. 

C.  D.  Fullerton,  Jan.  28,  1882. 
S.  P.  Howard,  March  25,  1882. 
ZiliaO.  Keith,  May  5,  1882. 

F.  E.  White,  Dec.  13,  1882. 
F.  D.  Gardner,  Feb.  15,  1882. 


E.  C.  Packard,  April  1,  1884. 

F.  M.  Uiiby,  April  21,  1384. 

NUMBER   OP   VOTES   POLLED    FOR   GOVERNOR. 

Votes  for  Governor  since  tlie  incorporation  of  the 
town  of  North  Bridgewater,  now  Brockton,  in  June, 
1821: 


1822.  William  Eustis 165      1848. 

John  Brooks 38 

1823.  William  Eustis 211 

Harrison  G.  Otis....     28      1849. 

1824.  William  Eustis 220 

Samuel  Lothrop 34 

1825.  Levi  Lincoln 184     1850. 

Marcus  Morton 3 

1826.  Levi  Lincoln 213 

Samuel    Hubbard...  2      1851. 

1827.  Levi  Lincoln 124 

William  C.  Jarvis...        3 

1828.  Levi  Lincoln 140      1852. 

Marcus  Morton 3 

1829.  Levi  Lincoln 190 

Marcus  Morton 4     1853. 

1830.  Levi  Lincoln 169 

Marcus  Morton 6 

1831.  Levi  Lincoln 245 

Marcus  Morton 7      1854. 

1831.' Levi  Lincoln 125 

Samuel  Lothrop  ....  06 

Marcus  Morton 6 

1832.  Levi  Lincoln 121      1855. 

Samuel   Lothrop 100 

Marcus  Morton 15 

1833.  John  Q.  Adams 2119      1856. 

John   Davis 61 

Marcus  Morton 29 

1834.  John  Bailey 128 

John  Davis 1118      1857. 

Marcus  Morton 29 

1835.  Edward  Everett 214 

Marcus  Morton 77      1858. 

1836.  Marcus  Morton 157 

Edward  Everett 144 

1837.  Edward  Everett 280     1859. 

Marcus  Morton 151 

1838.  Edward  Everett 228 

Marcus  Morton 149     I860. 

1839.  Edward  Everett 293 

Marcus  Morton 179 

1840.  John  Davis 4110     1861. 

Marcus  Morton 180 

1841.  John  Davis 383     1862 

Marcu."  Morton 178 

1842.  John  Davis 358     1863 

Marcus  .Morton 184 

Samuel  E.  Sewall...  31      1864. 

1843.  Georgo  N.  liriggs...  323 

Marcus  Morton  187      1865. 

Samuel  E.  Sewall...  37 

1844.  George  N.BriggB...  385 

George  Bancroft 140 

Samuel  E.  Sewall...  SU  j   lbC6. 

1845.  George  N.  Bnggi...  325 

Isaac  Davis 138  '  1867. 

Samuel  E.  Sewall...  68  I 

1846.  George  N.  Briggs...  293  '.  1863. 

Isaac  Davis 121 

Samuel  E.  Sewall...  66      1869 

1847.  George  N.  Briggs...  290 

Caleb  Gushing 136 

John  M.  Brewster..  64     1870. 


George  N.  Briggs...  315 
Stephen  C.  PhillilJs.   298 

Caleb  Cashing  67 

George  N.  Briggs...  328 
.Stephen  C.  Phillips.  226 
George  S.  IJoutwell.  98 
Geoige  N.  Iln;r-s...  324 
Stephen  C.  Phillips.  3llU 
Geitrge  S.  LJoulv\ell.  84 
Robt.  (,'.  Winihrop.  381 

John  G.  Palfrey 315 

George  .S.  Bootwell.    123 

Horace  Mann 374 

John  li.  Clillord 355 

Henry  W.  Bishop...  93 
Emery  Warhburn...  347 

Henry  Wil-on 305 

Henry  W.  Bishop...  90 
Bradiord  L.  Wales..  50 
Henry  J.  Gardner..  5.'I7 
I'^mery  Washburn...      97 

llenrv  \Vi|.„n  62 

Henry  W.  Bishop...      51 

Julius  llocUwell 270 

Henry  J.  G.iidlicr..  2i;.j 
Eru.'tus  D.  Beach...  207 
Henry  .1.  Gardner..  668 
George  W.  Gorilon..  36 
Erastus  D.  Beach...  217 

Luther  V.    Bell 43 

N.  1'.  Banks 363 

Henry  J.  Gardner..  197 
Kiasius  D.  Beach...   182 

X.  P.  Bank= 431 

K.  |i.  Beaeh Ihl 

.\mos  A.  Lawrence.     27 

\.  P.  Banks 325 

li.  F.  Butler  156 

George  N.  Briggs...  40 
John  A.  .Andrew...  677 
Erastu-  D.  Ihach...  193 
Aiooa  A.  Lawrence.  Itl3 
John  A.  .Andrew....  ;i5S 

Isaac  Davis 162 

John  A.  Auiliew 596 

Charles  Dcvens,  Jr.  230 

John  A.  .Andrew 579 

Henry  W.  I'aine....  56 
John  .\.  Andrew....  733 
Henry  W.  Paine....  193 
Alex.   H.  Bulh.ek...    60S 

Diirius  N.  Couch 94 

Benj.  F.  Ilolh-r 1 

George  X.  Brigg>...  1 
Alex.  II.  Bullock...  811 
Tlieo.  H.  .->ui  et/.cr..  146 
Alex.  11.  Bullock...  7.>2 

John  IJ.  A.hiliis 398 

Willi.im  Clallin  869 

John  Q.  Adams 259 

William  ClaUin 519 

E.  .M.Chaml.erhiin.  284 

Jtdiu  (j.  Adams I.'i9 

WiUnim  Clallin 607 


*  Owing  to  an  amendmeut  in  the  Constitution  there  were  two 
elections  in  1831,  which  required  the  Governor  to  be  choaen  in 
November  instead  of  April,  and  to  take  his  seat  on  the  hrst 
Wednesday  of  January  instead  of  the  hist  of  May.  The  reader 
will  therefore  understand  that,  from  1832  those  who  wercoleetej 
in  November  aie  chosen  for  the  following  year. 
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1870. 
1S71. 

1S72. 
1873. 
1374. 
1875. 

1876. 


Wemlell  Phillips.... 

John  Q.  Adaiii:j 

W.u.  U.  Washburn.. 

Juhn  12-  Adiiaia 

Uobirt  C.  PitmMi... 
E.  M.  ChauiberluiD. 
Will.  B.  Wiu-hburn. 
Friiucis  W.  BirU.... 

AVilliuiu  Jitnes 

Wiu.  B.  Washburn.. 

William  <jiu<tun 

Bi-nj.  F    Butler 

Thomas  T;ilbot 

William  Glutton 

Israel  W.  .Andrews. 
.\le\auder  II.  Rice. 

William   GiiftoD 

John  I.  Bakor 

Cliariea  F.  Adauis,. 
Wcndull  Phillipa.... 
AIe.\nnder  11.  Rice. 
Charled  F.  Adauis... 


240 

162 

576 

226 

95 

21 

1067 

276 

13 

778 

184 

4 

6fi:i 

463 

6 

561 

493 

123 

S 

8 

1117 

606 


1.S76.  John  I.  Baker 249 

1877.  Alexander  11.  Rice.  663 

Witliaui  Gaston 36ji 

Rubort  C.  Pitman...  162 
Wendell  Phillips....       1 

1878.  Thomas  Talbot 1167 

Cenj.  F.  Butler 888 

John  O.  Abbott 24 

Aloiizo  A.  .Miner....     24 

1879.  John  D.  Long 11194 

Benj.  F.  Butler 944 

John  Q.  Adams 68 

Daniel  C.  Eddy 45 

1880.  John  1).  Long 15,S9 

Chas.  P.  Thompson.  9J6 

Charles   Aliiiy 18 

Horace  B.  Sar'jent..     28 

1881.  John  D.  Long 6IS 

Chas.  P.  Thomp.ion.  208 

Charles  Aliny 69 

Israel  W.  Andrews.  148 


]'uleii /or  Goeenior  in  the  City  of  Brockton. 

1882.  Benj.  F.  Butler 146.S  ,  1883.  Geo.  D.  Robinson.  1370 

Robert  R.  Bisbop..   1263  Benj.  F.  Butler 1797 

Charles  Almy 38  I  Charles  Almy 47 

The  fullowiDg  list  of  Goveniors  of  the  State  will 
show  when  Nortli  Bridgewnter  (now  Brockton)  acted 
with  a  luajority  of  the  people  of  the  couimonwcalth  : 


John  Crooks,  1S16-22. 
William  Eustis,  IS23-24. 
Levi  Lincoln,  I825-;;3. 
John  Daiis,  1834-35. 
Edward  Everett,  1836-39. 
Marcus  Moi  ton,  184U. 
John  Davis,  1841-42. 
Marcus  .Morton,  1843. 
George  N.  Briggs,  1844-50. 
George  S.  Boutwell,  1851-52. 
John  II.  Clirtord,  1853. 
Emery  Washburn,  1854. 
Henry  J.  Gardnor,  1855-57. 


Nntbauiel   P.  Bunks,  1858-60. 
John  A.  Andrew,  1861-65. 
Ale.vauder  It.  Builook,    1866- 

69. 
William  Clallin,  1869-72. 
William  B.  Washburn,   1872- 

74. 
William  Gaston,  1875-76. 
Alexander  U.  Rice,  1876-79. 
Thomas  Talbot,  1879-80. 
John  D.  Long,  1380-82. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  1883. 
George  0.  Robinson,  1834. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

First  .Mceting-llouse  in  the  North  Parish — Its  Appearance — 
Second  llousi. — Description — Sale  of  I'ows — First  Bell — 
Seating  of  Colored  People — Third  Meeting-House— Pow- 
Holdcra — Clock — First  Stoves — Erection  of  the  Fourth  Meet- 
ing-llousc  in  1354 — Dedication — Description  of  the  Same — 
Sale  of  Pt'ws. 

Meeting-Houses  of  the  First  Congregational 
Parish. — Tlie  tirst  uieetiug- house  io  the  North 
Parish  was  built  in  1737,  ou  or  near  the  spot  where 
the  present  edifice  now  .xtands.  The  dedication  ser- 
mon was  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Dutibar,  of  Stou^'h- 
ton,  from  Solomon's  Song  viii.  8  :  "  We  have  a  little 
sister,  and  she  hath  no  breasts  :  what  shall  we  do  for 
our  sister  in  the  day  when  she  shall  be  spoken  for?" 

From  the  best  information'  gained,  it  was  a  small, 
plain  structure,  in  keeping  with  the  times,  facing 
south,  without  steeple,  bell,  or  chimney  ;  the  windows 


had    diamond-shaped   glass,  walls    plastered,  but   not 
warmed  by  stove  or  furnace. 

"Our  meeting-house, — our  meeting-house, — 

It  stood  upon  a  hill. 
Where  autumn  galea  and  wintry  blasts 

Piped  round  it  loud  and  shrill. 
No  maple-tree  with  leafy  shade. 

Nor  tall,  protecting  oak, 
Stood  near  to  guard  the  ancient  house 

When  tempest  round  it  broke. 
"  No  steeple  graced  its  homely  roof 

With  upward-pointing  spire, — 
Our  villagers  were  much  too  meek 

A  steeple  to  desire, — 
And  never  did  the  welcome  tones 

Of  Sabbath-morning  bell 
Our  humble  village  worshipers 

The  hour  of  worship  tell." 

To  this  place  the  people  of  the  parish  gathered 
from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  with  cumiucndablc  regular- 
ity, on  horseback  or  on  foot.  Thoy  '•  kept  the  Sab- 
bath and  reverenced  the  Sanctuai-y." 

At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  parish  the 
house  was  '•  Erected  and  Inclosed,"  but  not  finished. 
At  a  meeting  held  iMarch  12,  1739,  '•  Timoiliy  Keith, 
Benjamin  Edson,  David  Packard,  Daniel  Howard, 
Edward  Curtis,  were  cho.sen  a  committee  for  the 
finishing  of  the  meeting-house  in  s''  Precinct;"  also 
"  voted  to  raise  two  Hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  the 
finishing  of  the  same,  to  be  paid  by  the  last  of  Au- 
gust ;"  chose  Abiel  Packard  "  Recover  of  .stuf  and 
meterels."     March  26,  1739  : 

"The  committee  appointed  to  tinisb  the  ineeting-housc  made 
demand  of  the  several  inhabitants  how  they  would  pay  their 
Keats,  or  what  they  would  percure  tords  the  proseculii<n  of  the 
work  of  hnishing  the  meeting-house.  In  order  to  pay  their 
Raits  Whare  upon  a  number  subscribed  what  they  would  per- 
cure, as  Krst  ; 

"James  Packard  to  do  the  Glazing  of  tlio  House,  and  what 
it  amounts  to  more  than  his  Reals  Come  to,  to  take  his  pay  at 
the  forge.  In  Iron  ore  or  Cole  next  fall  Insewing.  Juhn  John- 
son and  John  Kingman  to  do  the  uiasing  work  and  nails,  and 
to  take  his  pay  over  and  Abuv  his  Ruits  at  the  fornes  or  forge, 
In  Labour,  or  Cole,  or  Iron  ore  the  next  fall  Iii.-cwing.  David 
Packard,  Solomon  Packard,  and  Jacob  Allen  to  tiiid  Lime. 

"  Robert  Hawanl,  to  6nd  one  thousand  of  pine  llords. 

"  Zacheus  Packard,  to  tind  one  thousand  of  oak  Bords. 

"Solomon  Packard,  to  find  one  thousand  of  pine  Bords. 

"  Benjamin  Edson,  to  find  one  thousand  of  pine  Bords. 

'■  Abiel  Packard,  to  tind  one  thousand  of  )iiiie  Bords. 

"  Timothy  Keith,  to  find  one  thousand  of  oak  Lords. 

"  Daniel  llaward,  to  find  one  tbnu.'<aiid  of  pine  Lords. 

"Theohlus  Curtis,  to  find  five  hundred  of  pine  Lords. 

"  Edward  Curtis,  to  find  five  hundred  of  pine  Lords. 

"  James  Barret,  to  find  one  thousand  of  pine  Burils. 

"Joshua  Warren,  to  find  llenges;  Timothy  Keith,  David 
Packard,  Solomon  Packard,  Jacob  Allen,  Benjamin  Edson, 
Daniel  llaward,  to  find  all  the  sheet  work." 

The  above  oifers  were  accepted,  by  vote  of  the 
meeting,  in  "  lue  of  money  so  far  as  shall   pay  their 
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Iluit3."  Oci.  8,  1739,  "Voted  to  sell  roooie  for  pews 
in  the  rneetiDg-liouse."  Dec.  10, 1739,  "Voted  to  sell 
room  for  pews  ia  order  to  Ruise  money  to  buy  a  Gush- 
ing."' Jan.  15,  1740,  "Voted  to  chuse  three  men  to 
set  a  prise  upon  the  pews  to  be  Gin  to  Bid  at,  so  that  no 
man  should  Beed  below  the  prise  thay  should  set,  maid 
chuise  of  James  Packard,  Abicl  Packard,  and  Isaac 
Kingman  for  the  same."  Jan.  21,  17-tO,  "  Meeting 
■was  held  to-day,"  and  "  voted  to  sell  the  pews  to  the 
highest  bidder."  "  John  Kingman,  veiidue-master, 
who  sest  up  the  first  pew  on  the  west  aide  of  the 
pulpit  to  be  sold  to  the  highest  Beder,  and  so  all  the 
Rest    Sucksesevely   Round    the  meetin-hou^re  to  the 

Number  of  13  pews." 

£    •.  d. 

"  Voted,  that  Jobn  KingiimD  sliulJ  hiive  the  Brst  pew, 
It  being  five  feet  Two  iDcbe^  front  and  five  fuet 
Tbree  incbcd  deep,  lor  (be  being  the  highest 
UcJer)  17  05  U 

Voted,  that  Daniel  Havvurd  should  huve  thu  .Se'd,-itud 
pew,  It  being  6  ft.  2  iuclies  iVulit  :ind  D  feet  '2 
iuelies  Jeep,  fur U  00  0 

V"leil,  thut  Cburk-5  .Snell  ahuulil  liave  the  Thiird  pew, 
It  being  7  It.  ."^  inellfd  Irout  ;iud  t  It.  0  inuhti 
.Icep,  f.M- 14    10   U 

Vottil,  that  Jotiu  Juhlisou  should  have  the  Forth  pew, 
It  being  0  It.  10  iuubes  front  and  +  ft.  0  indies 
deep,  lor 13  OU   0 

Voted,  tliat  Jubtz  Field  should  have  the  F!Jth  pew, 
It  being  7  ft.  U  iuehea  front  and  4  ft.  and  0  inehe:^ 
deep,  for 12  10  0 

Voted,  that  Walter  L>owne  should  have  the  sixth  pew, 
It  being  0  ft.  and  lu  inches  front  and  4  ft.  7  inches 
deep,  for 5  00  0 

Voted,  that  Jaiucs  Packard  siiould  have  the  Seventh 
)»ew,  It  being  7  ft.  3  inches  iront  and  4  It.  7 
iuclies  deep,  lor 23  00   0 

Voted,  tliat  Nathan  Kciih  should  have  the  Kigbtli 
pew,  It  being  7  ft.  3  inches  front  and  4  ft.  7 
inches  deep,  lor 2S  15  0 

Vi'ted,  that  W'cddow  Ledah  Packarii  .'•hould  have  the 
ninth  pew.  It  being  6  ft.  10  inches  frout  and  4  ft. 
7  inches  deep,  for (Nu  amount  given.) 

Voted,  thiit  Zachriah  Snell  should  have  the  tenth  pciv, 
It  being  7  ft.  9  inches  front  and  4  ft.  ti  inclies 
deep,  for 16  15  0 

Voted,  I  hat  Abiel  Packard  should  have  the  Eleventh 
pew.  It  being  7  ft.  9  inches  front  and  4  ft.  8 
inches  deep,  for 15   00   0 

Vuled,  that  David  Packard  should  have  the  twelfth 
pew,  It  being  7  ft.  10  inches  front  and  4  ft.  (J 
inches  deep,  for 23  05  0 

Voted,  that  Kobert  Ilawurd  ahould  have  the  thirteenth 
pew,  It  being  C  ft.  9  incliea  front  and  5  ft.  C 
inches  deep,  for 27  00  0" 

Robert    ITaward    was    chosen     "  receiver    of    the 

Bunds,"  given  for  the  pews. 


Lilt  of  ehartjea  tjtuen  in  to  the  preciitetj' 
meetiuij-hoiiee. 
£    H.  d.   \ 

John  Packard 55    19   0 

Abiol   Packard 24   15   0 

Wedduw  Ledah  Pack- 
ard    15   09   6 

Zucheua  Packard 11   09  0 

Jacob  Allen 10   01    0 

Joshua  Warren 07    16   0 

James  Barrel 08   02  6 

John  Jtdinson 39    15   9 

Daniel    Howard II    00   6 

Robert  Howard 8   00  0 

Elezer  Washburn 74  17  0 


'  huildiiij  the  new 


£    «.  d. 

Theulilus  Curtis 05   13  8 

Solomon    Packard 12  00  0 

Ueujaiuin   Ed.-on 04   1  I  0 

Timothy  Keith 07   00  0 

David  Packard 63  12  0 

John   Kingman 05  00  5 

Josiah  Snell 10    00  0 

Mr.  Uarnabna   Pratt..  08  02  0 

Zachariah  Snell 00   15  0 

John  Colly OC  uil  0 


Total 3SU   11   4 


•  Probably  this  was  for  the  pulpit. 


"January  12,  1741.  'Voted  that  John  Colly  should  have 
Thirty-five  shillings  for  sweeping  the  meeting-house  the  year 
lusuing.'  March  23,  1742,  Abiel  Packard  to  swee))  the  meet- 
ing-house the  present  year  fur  35  shillings. 

"  March  28,  1743.  John  Coly  to  liave  40  shillings  for  sweep- 
ing tho  meeting-house  this  year  coming. 

"June  6,  1743.  A  meeting  was  held  *  to  see  whetlicr  the 
precinct  would  vote  to  Buld  Seat^  In  the  Galiryes,  and  it  was 
voted  in  the  negative.'  It  was  then  put  to  vote  to  see  whether 
the  precinct  would  '  sell  Roouie  over  the  stairs  and  behind  tlie 
front  Galiry  next  to  the  wall  for  pews  and  it  was  voteil  in  the 
Affirmative." 

From  the  above  it  appears  that  the  house  iiad  j:al- 
leries  put  up,  but  not  finished.  The  usual  practice 
in  building  churches  in  early  times  was  to  finish  the 
inside  and  sell  "  pew-room"  or  sections,  whicii  each 
purchaser  would  finish  to  suit  himself  Hence  we 
frequently  find  votes  in  the  records  as  follows: 

June  20,  1743.  '*  It  was  put  to  vote  by  the  nioderatoi-  of 
the  meeting  to  see  wiietlier  the  precinct  would  vote  to  sell  fore 
pews  Uehind  the  front  Galary,  and  over  the  Stayers  at  a  pub- 
lick  vandue  to  the  highest  licder.  The  Demctishions  of  s'*  Pews 
are  as  followotb  :  'over  the  woim-n's  Stairs  0  feet  front  and  live 
feet  and  half  deep,  liehiiid  wmuen'.-i  front  Lialary,  S  feet  front 
and  five  feet  deep.  Behind  men's  front  Galary  si.x  feet  and  a  half 
front,  and  five  feet  deep,  over  the  men's  stairs  >i.\  feet  front,  and 
five  and  a  half  deep,  alowing  Convenunt  Pto(»mc  to  pasc  up  and 
down  the  stairs.'     Voted  in  the  affirmative." 

"  The  pew  over  the  men's  stairs  was  sect  up  by  the 
moderator  to  sail  and  Timothy  Keith  Budiiig  two 
pounds  and  ten  shillings  upon  s''  pew.  It  was  struck 
of  to  him,  he  being  the  highest  Beder." 

"  The  pew  over  the  women's  staiis  was  bid  off  by 
Daniel  Howard,  he  Beding  two  pounds  and  ten  shil- 
lings on  s''  pew." 

"The  pew  Behind  the  men's  front  galary  was  sect 
up,  and  Simeon  Brett  Beding  twenty-seven  pounds 
upon  s''  pew,  It  was  struck  oft'  to  him." 

"  The  pew  behind  the  women's  front  galary  was  set 
up  by  the  moderator  to  sail,  and  Constant  Suuihworth 
Beding  twenty  pounds  and  five  shillings  upon  s''  pow. 
It  was  struck  ofi"  to  him,  he  being  the  highest  Beder." 

Abiel  Packard,  Robert  Haward,  and  Zachariah 
Snell  were  a  committee  to  give  confirmation  to  the 
above  "  sail  of  pews." 

Sept.  3,  174-1.  "  Voted  to  buld  two  seats  in  each 
side  Gallery." 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  after  building  a  church 
in  early  times  was  to  "  seet  the  peopel"  and  provide  a 
pew  for  the  minister. 

Sept.  3,  1744.  We  find  "  Jabez  Field  &  charge 
voted  for  Building  Mr.  Porter's  pew,  £3  10  shillings." 

June  28,  1746.  It  was  put  to  vote  "  to  see  If  the 
Precinct  would  vote  to'finish  the  meeting-house  this 
year,  and  it  was  voted  in  the  affirmative." 

"  Voted,  that   James    Packard,    Henry  Kingman, 
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aud  Jubez   Field  be  a  committee  to  8ee  the  meeting- 
house be  tiiiiblied.'' 

What  tlie  effect  of  the  above  vote  was  we  find  no 
record,  and  are  left  to  judge  that  it  was  never  carried 
into  effect,  as  appears  by  the  following  record,  uimiug 
at  the  same  thing,  namely, — to  have  the  "  meeting- 
House"  Completed. 

Aug.  15,  1748.  "Voted  that  Abiel  Packard,  Con- 
stant Sdiuhworth,  and  Samuel  Brett  be  a  committee 
to  finish  the  meeting-house  the  pi'csent  year." 

The  following  persons  were  supposed  to  have  worked  . 
upon  the  house  in  the  completion  of  the  same,  as  it 
appears  March  27,  1749.  The  following  sums  were 
voted  lo  be  paid:  To  Samuel  Brett,  for  work  "  Don 
In  the  uieecing- House,"  £6  7s.  To  Luke  Perkins, 
£1  10s.  March  29,  1750,  "money  voted  to  Simeon 
Cary  for  Labour  Don  abought  the  Meeting-House,  to 
be  Drawed  out  of  the  Treasury,  £8  1  4."  "  Voted 
to  Archabiel  Rob.son  for  Bannisters  for  the  Meeting- 
House  £4  10  shillings  Lasvfull  Money." 

At  a  meeting  held  Sept.  27,  175G,  it  was  "  voted 
that  the  Petition  between  the  men  and  women's  frount 
Gallery  Slmld  be  bult  up  a  gain  where  it  fir.'st  stood. 
Also  Voted  that  the  Rumc  on  the  women's  side  of  tlie 
Petition  should  be  for  the  women." 

By  the  above  votes  we  see  the  custom  prevailed  of 
keeping  the  men  and  women  in  separate  pews,  aud 
have  no  doubt  the  work  was  completed,  and  that  they 
were  kept  in  their  proper  places,  for  we  find  Barnabas 
Pratt  was  allowed  £3  8«.  for  putting  up  a  "  petition" 
between  the  "  Gallereyes  and  the  Hind  Sects." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  precinct  held  Dec.  4,  1758, 
"  voted  that  the  committee  provide  an  Iron  Latch  and 
Bolt  for  the  South  Dorc  of  the  Uieeting-house." 

Second  Meeting-House. — The  subject  of  building 
a  new  church,  or  of  enlarging  the  old  one,  was  talked 
of  in  17U0,  and  a  meeting  called  to  see  what  the 
precinct  would  do,  which  was  held  Dec.  1,  1760: 

"  To  dee  if  the  Preuinct  will  vote  to  enlarge  the  Moeting- 
Housu  by  splittioguf  It  In  tow,  or  making  ua  addition  to  it,  or 
botii,  unJ  al:io  to  Seo  if  any  person  ur  perdona  will  under. take 
the  Doin;^  of  it  for  the  Uuine  In  the  addition  that  shall  be  maid 
to  the  uieetiug-house,  and  in  case  the  Precinct  should  not  vote 
to  Inlargu  the  meeting-house,  then  to  see  if  the  Precinct  will 
vote  to  Iluld  a  new  Meeting-House,  and  when  and  where  it  shall 
be  set,  and  uf  what  Bigness  it  shall  be  bult."  The  vote  was  first 
put  '*  to  see  if  the  Preeinot  would  build  a  new  House,  which  was 
voted  iu  the  negative."  **  Then  lo  see  if  the  Precinct  would 
rote  to  Inlarge  the  Meeting-House  by  splitting  of  it.  Voted 
in  the  negative." 

Thus  things  remained  for  over  a  year,  when  the 
subject  was  again  brought  up  at  a  meeting  held  Dec. 
29,  17G1,  at  ten  o'clock  a.m.,  "  To  see  what  sum  of 
money  can  be  raised  towards  the  Bulding  a  new 
Mectiuir-Hou.se.     In  the  North  Precinct  of  Brid^re- 


water,  by   selling   the   pew    Rome    to  the    Highest 

Beders.     In  a  Meeting-House  of  the  .same  Demcii- 

shons  of  the  South   Meeting-House,  in  Bridgewatcr, 

the  number  of  them  and  the  Setuation  and  Bcgncss 

may  be  seen  by  a  plan  that  will  be  Provided  iu  said 

meeting  on  said  day."     "  Voted  that  Capt.  Simeou 

Cary  should   be    marster  of   the  vandue   to  sell   the 

pews  to  the  Hiest  Beders;"  and  also  "  voted  that  the 

pew  on  the  Right  Hand  of  the  pulpet-stairs  shuld  be 

for  the  use  of  the  menestry  In  said  Precinct ;  "   aud  it 

was  further  "  voted   that  Every  person  that  had  a 

pew  struck  of  to  him  by  the  vandue-master  shulJ  pay 

Down  a  Dolor,  as  Enerst  for  his  pew." 

'■  The  master  of  the  vandue  chose  by  the  precinct 

then  proseded  to  the  sail  of  the  Pews  to  the  Number 

of  47,  on   the  flore  of  the  Meeting-House."     The 

number,  names,  and  price  of  each  being  as  follows : 

£  •.  d. 

Pew  No.  1.  Ebenezer  Snell 18  16  U 

"         2.  Ebenezer  Packard IC  18  8 

"         :i.  Nehemiah  Lincoln 15  U  4 

"         4.  Zachariuh  Gurney,  Jr 10  10  8 

"         5.  Is-achar  Snell ...14  2  8 

"         6.  Daniel  Mauley  and  Epliraim  Cole 17  17  4 

"         7.   Elisha  (Jurney 17  12  0 

"         8.  Josiah  Packard 18  0  0 

"         9.  Matthew  Kingman IS  10  3 

"       10.  Simoon  Itiett i:i  12  0 

'*       11.  Abiezer  Packard 17  6  8 

"       12.  Thomas  Thompson 16  0  0 

"       n.  Isaac   Packard 21  12  0 

■'       14.  Barnabas  Howard IS  13  4 

"       15.  Alexander  Kingiuun 17  6  8 

"       16.  Adam  Howard  and  Zebedee  Snell 22  0  0 

"       17.  Nathaniel  Southworth 14  8  0 

"       18.  Josiah  Hayden 13  13  4 

"       ly.  Abia  Keith  22  5  4 

"       20.  Daniel  Ames 16  16  U 

"       21.  William  Packard 14  13  4 

"       22.  Abia  Packard 14  2  8 

"       23.  Simeon  Cary 15  'J  4 

"       24.  Jonathan  Cary 15  1  4 

"       25.  Thomas  Packard 14  18  8 

"       2fi.  John  Howard 14  16  0 

"       27.  Jacob  Packard no  account 

"       28.  Barnabas  Pratt 13  6  S 

"       2a.   Robert  Howard 13  16  0 

"       30.  Charles  Snell 18  16  0 

"       31.  Thomas  Reynolds 20  13  4 

"       32.  Zachariah  Gary 16  0  0 

"       33.  Samuel  Brett 14  16  0 

"  34.  Benjamin  Ames  and  Nathaniel  Linlield  14  18  8 

"       35.  Reuben   Packard 14  13  4 

"       36.  lasaohur  Snell 32  2  S 

"       37.  Joseph   Richards IS  13  4 

"       38.  Daniel  Uiclnirds 24  16  0 

"       3'J.  Robert  Thompson 15  14  8 

"       40.  Barnabas  Packard 16  2  8 

"       41.  Abel  Packard 23  12  U 

"       42.  David  Packard 18  16  0 

"       43.  En<-ign   Henry  Kingman 14  IS  8 

"       44.  Capt.  Lemuel  Dunbar 14  16  0 

"       45.  Jahez  Field 13  6  8 

"       46.  Seth  Harris 14  16  0 

"       47.  Eliphalet  Philips 16  U  0 

After  the  sale  of  the  above  pews  "  the  Precinct 
aGorned  the  meeting  to  Monday  the  forth  Day  of 
Jenuary,  at  twelve  o'ck,  M."  "Agreeably  to  agorn- 
ment  the  precinct  gathered  together,  and  the  vandue- 
master,  chosen   by  the    precinct  for  the  sail  of   the 


sec 
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pows,  proseded  and  made  sail  of  sixteen   pews  In  the 

front   Gallery,"   the    number,   names,  and    prices    of 

which  were  as  follows,  namely  : 

f     ..    d. 

Pew  No.  1.  Isuac  Fuller 20  13  '4 

2.  Issucbar  Snell 20  8  0 

"         3.  Luke  Perkins 26  13  4 

"         4.  IfSiichar  Sncll 21  2  6 

"         5.  Issachiir  Sncll 24  5  4 

"         6.  Jiinalliun  Hayilcn 14  S  0 

"          7.  William  Erfjon 14  5  4 

"          8.  Uainabua  llowiua  aud  Jiibez  Field 18  S  0 

"          9.  Josbuii  Paekiird 13  17  -I 

"       10.  Jac^ob  Pia-kanI 29  17  4 

"       11.  Nulban  Packard  and  Simeon  Packard...  10  0  U 

12.  William  Sh;iw 10  10  0 

13.  Joaiab  Perkins 9  9  4 

"        14.  Depenilenee     French     and     Thcopbilus 

Curtis,  Jr 12     13     4 

"        15.  Levi  French  and  Isaac  lirelt 12       8     0 

"       16.  Dr.  Phillip  Bryaut  and  .Scth  Bryant 12       2     S 

Description  of  the  New  House. — Jan.  5,  1762. 
"  Voted  to  Buld  a  meeting  house  of  the  same  de- 
menslions  of  the  South  meetin<,'-liouse  In  Bridge- 
water,  excepting  two  side  Gallary  to  be  bult  in  sects  ;" 
also  "  voted  to  Buld  the  meeting-House  the  next 
summer,  within  twelve  month  Irom  the  aforsaid 
Date  hereof;"  and  "  voted  that  ail  the  posts  of  the 
Body  of  the  meeting- House  shuld  be  sawed  and  the 
house  faced  South."  Robert  Eaward,  Capt.  Simeon 
Gary,  and  Mr.  Abia  Keith  were  chosen  a  committee 
for  "  prosicuting  the  Buldiug  the  meeting-House  in 
the  North  Precinct."  "  Voted  that  the  house  shuld 
be  Shilingled  with  sedar  shingles." 

Monday,  Nov.  8,  17tJ2.  "  A  meeting  was  called  to 
sec  if  the  precinct  will  vote  to  Buld  a  Bclfree  to  the 
nioetiug-house,"  and  it  was  voted  to  "  Build  one  over 
the  East  Dore,"  also  "  voted  to  Buld  a  porch  over 
the  west  Dore,  and  to  sell  the  stairways  for  pews  to 
the  highest  Bcder."  it  seems  nothing  had  been 
■  done  towards  I'orwarding  the  building  of  the  "  Bel- 
free"  in  January,  as  another  meeting  was  called  to 
meet  January  17th,  "  to  see  if  the  precinct  will  vote 
to  buld  the  Belfree,  and  spire,  already  voted  to  be 
built,  provided  it  can  be  don  by  subscription,  and 
without  taxing  the  precinct,"  which  was  voted  iu  the 
afErmative;  also  "voted  that  the  Belfry  should  be 
twelve  feet  square,  and  eighty-five  feet  high  from  the 
grown."  Capt.  Simeon  Gary,  Isaac  Packard,  and 
Barnabas  Howard  were  chosen  a  committee  to  •'  Buld" 
the  same.  In  the  spriug  of  17G2  the  building  was 
commenced.  The  frame  was  raised  iu  June,  1763, 
and  in  December  of  the  same  year  the  house  was 
completed  and  dedicated  to  the  woi-ship  of  God  the 
lust  week  of  that  month.  Rev.  Mr.  Dunbar  preached 
tlie  sermon  in  the  forenoon  of  the  day  of  dedication, 
from  the  text,  Isaiah  Ix.  7  :  "  I  will  glorify  the  house 
of  my  glory."  Rev.  John  Angier,  of  the  East 
Parish,  preaclied  a  sermon  in  the  afternoon  from  the 


text.  Psalms  cxxii.  1  :  "  I  was  glad  when  they  said 
unto  me,  let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord."  The 
first  sermon  preached  in  the  new  raeeting-house  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Porter  was  from  text,  Haggui  ii.  9  :  "  The 
glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  the 
former."  The  carpenters  that  performed  the  car- 
penter-work upon  this  house  were  Deacon  Jonathan 
Gary,  Benjamiu  Packard,  Micuh  Packard,  Sclli  Pack- 
ard, Barnabas  Pratt,  Thomas  Pratt,  Job  Biyant, 
Gamaliel  Bryant,  Samuel  Hayden,  PhiiiLhas  Paiiic-, 
Jeremiah  Beals.  Col.  Josiali  Hayden  was  the  mas- 
ter-workman of  the  inside  of  the  hou.-,e.  Cul.  Simeon 
Gary,  who  was  one  of  the  building  cuinniiltee,  was 
master  of  the  outside  of  the  house.  Col.  Hayden 
also  built  the  pulpit  and  sounding-board.  All  uf  the 
above  mechanics  belonged  in  the  town. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  precinct  voted  to 
have  a  steeple  built  by  subscription,  but  for  some 
reason  which  does  not  appear  on  record  it  was  not  all 
paid  in.  For  this  purpose  the  pew  back  of  the 
"  Deckon  seet"  was  put  up  for  "  sail"  to  liul[i  pay  the 
committee  that  built  it  what  expense  had  been  in- 
curred. May  17,  1764,  "  Voted  to  sell  the  old  meet- 
ing-house for  the  use  of  the  precinct  in  jcnerail." 

*•  Alas  !  there  came  a  luckless  day, 

Our  uieeting-bouae  grew  old, — 
The  paint  whs  worn,  the  shingles  loose; 

Id  winter  it  was  too  cold. 
"  Tbey  called  it  an  old-fashioned  tliin;^, 

And  said  it  must  bo  sobl." 

First  Bell. — Also  voted  the  same  day  to  "  Gect  a 
Bell  for  the  New  Meeting  House,  not  exceeding  six 
hundred  Wale."  Daniel  Howard,  E.sq.,  Ca|)t.  Abiel 
Packard,  and  Lieut.  Henry  Kingmau  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  purchase  the  same.  Oct.  '1\,  176"), 
"  Voted  to  Build  stairs  to  the  BellVee."  It  aeeiiis  ilie 
bell  of  the  new  meeting-house  became  broken  from 
some  cause,  and  at  a  meeting  held  Oct.  lU,  1768,  to 
see  if  the  precinct  would  vote  to  mend  the  bell,  voted 
in  the  afifirmative,  also  "  voted  that  Lieut.  Henry  King- 
man should  gect  it  mended."  We  presume  that  the 
bell  was  past  mending,  aa  we  afterwards  find,  Dec.  11, 
1769,  a  vote  "  to  geet  a  new  Bell  of  Seven  hundred 
wate.  Lieut.  Henry  Kingman,  Col.  Simeon  Gary, 
and  Capt.  Isaac  Packard  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  go  and  agree  with  Mr.  Hubbard,  for  the  making 
and  taking  down  of  the  old  Bell  and  hanging  the  new 
one."  Jan.  11,  1770,  "  Voted  to  Imploy  Mr.  Aaron 
Iluburd  and  Mr.  Gellomer  to  new  Run  the  Bell,  and 
that  it  shall  bo  of  Seven  hundred  wate."  In  the 
early  part  of  1772,  a  number  of  persons  became 
"  larned"  in  the  rules  of  "  musick"  under  Mr.  Bil- 
lings, and  asked  that  seats  might  be  as^iigued  to  them 
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iu  tliL'  south  part  of  the  women's  pallery.  This  re- 
quest WU.1  complied  with  as  follows:  Nov.  30,  1772, 
"  Voted  to  the  singers  the  South  part  of  the  women's 
Galiary  During  pleasure."  We  find  this  produced 
some  dia.-iatisraction,  and  efforts  were  made  to  restore 
the  seats  back  to  the  women.  Various  meetings  were 
called  until,  April  8.  1778,  a  special  meeting  being 
called,  the  (|uestion  was  put  by  the  moderator  to  see 
if  the  precinct  will  vote  to  restore  the  Southerly  part 
of  the  womens  galiary  to  the  womens  use  again." 
It  wa.s  "  voted  in  the  negative."  April  3,  1775, 
The  above  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  a  vote  passed 
"  allowing  the  north  part  of  the  womens  seets  During 
the  pleasure  of  the  Parish,"  also  "  voted  to  build  a 
pair  of  stairs  in  the  Belfree."  Dec.  11,  1788, 
"  Voted  to  sell  the  Deef  Seet."  Also  "  voted  to  sell 
the  two  hind  seets  each  side  of  the  Broad  alley." 
Now  the  parish  begin  to  think  that  some  jepairs  are 
needed,  and  a  committee  of  three  were  chosen  to  re- 
port what  repairs  were  necessary.  Job  Bryant,  Moses 
Cary,  and  Jeremiah  Beals  were  that  committee,  who 
reported  the  following  to  be  done :  •'  new  .sett  the 
Glass  in  putty,  paint  the  Door,  windows,  and  walls, 
and  the  platform  of  the  Belfree  be  covered  with  Led." 
Voted  '•  that  the  window  frames  and  sa.shes  be  painted 
white." 

Seats  for  Colored  People.— March  19,  1789. 
"  Voted  to  build  a  porch  provided  it  can  be  Don 
without  expense  to  the  parish,  and  also  to  put  seats 
in  the  porch  and  Belfree  for  the  negroes,  and  sell  the 
room  where  the  .stairs  and  negro  pew  now  are."  Thus 
we  see  that  in  this  year  the  negroes  were  to  sit  in  the 
loft  provided  on  purpose,  which  created  no  little  feel- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  colored  population. 

March  4,  1795.  "  Voted  to  shingel  the  Meeting 
House  the  front  side,  to  be  completed  by  the  15  of 
Sept." 

In  the  year  1800  we  again  find  a  disagreement 
between  the  colored  people  attending  worship  and  sit- 
ting in  the  same  seat  with  the  white  people,  which 
very  much  annoyed  some  of  them,  and  to  remedy  this 
trouble  a  meeting  was  held  August  4th,  "  To  see  what 
measures  the  Parish  will  take  to  prevent  the  bluc/cs 
from  occupying  the  seats  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  white  people,  so  as  to  prevent  any  disturbance  in 
time  of  Public  woi'shipe,"  at  which  time  it  was  "  Voted 
that  the  side  galleries  and  the  seats  in  the  Body  of 
the  meeting  house  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
white  people,  and  the  seals  in  the  porch  above  to  the 
use  of  the  blacks." 

Jan.  19,  1801,  "Voted  to  erect  seats  in  the  front 
gallery  for  the  singers,  in  front  of  the  front  pews," 
and  "  voted  that  they  be  erected  in  a  surkerler  forme." 


April  30,  1801,  "  Voted  to  paint  the  inside  work  that 
ha.s  heretofore  been  painted,  to  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  Parbh  Committee."  Early  in  the  year  1805, 
the  people  of  the  parish,  wishing  to  improve  the  looks 
of  their  house  of  worship,  called  a  meeting,  which 
was  held  March  11,  1805,  "To  see  if  the  Parish  will 
repair  the  meeting  Hous,  and  what  repairs  they  will 
make  the  year  in.suing."  At  this  meeting  a  commit- 
tee of  nine  was  chosen  to  view  the  house  and  report 
at  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting.  This  committee 
consisted  of  the  following  persons  :  Capt.  Abel  King- 
man, Capt.  Howard  Cary,  Maj.  Caleb  Howard,  Jere- 
miah Beal,  Jesse  Perkins,  Gideon  Howard,  Esq., 
Perez  Southworth,  Silas  Packard,  Daniel  Packard. 
This  committee  report  "  that  it  wa.s  necessary  to  make 
new  the  wast  bords  and  water  table  from  the  north 
east  corner  of  the  meeting  hous,  and  on  the  South 
side,  to  the  South  side  of  the  Porch  door,  that  as 
many  of  the  sashes  as  are  defective  should  be  made 
new,  and  such  repairs  on  the  doors  as  shall  be  found 
necessary;  that  the  bell  fraim,  banisters,  &c.,  be  made 
new,  and  all  the  trimmings  together  with  the  spire  be 
painted,  that  the  body  of  the  house  together  with  the 
rouff  be  painted."  A  committee  of  five  were  ap- 
pointed to  select  a  color  for  painting,  who  reported 
"  white,  one  shade  on  the  yallow."  Moses  Cary, 
Jonathan  Beals,  and  John  Wales  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  carry  the  above  repairs  into  execution.  Aug. 
30,  1805,  "  Voted  to  Polish  the  Vain." 

Dec.  5,  1816.  We  again  find  a  vote  respecting  the 
seating  of  the  colored  people,  as  follows :  Voted 
"  that  the  People  of  color  may  occupy  the  two  Back 
seats  in  the  west  gallery  of  our  meeting  house  &  no 
other  seats,  or  that  they  may  have  ground  for  one  pew 
in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Gallery,  and  ground  for 
another  pew  in  the  North  East  corner  of  the  Gallery 
as  they  Choose,  and  that  the  Parish  clerk  serve  the 
people  of  color  with  a  copy  of  this  vote." 

In  1818  the  subject  of  warming  the  meeting-liouse 
came  up  in  the  following  manner:  Some  of  the  churches 
in  the  neighboring  towns  having  fouud  it  a  luxury  to 
have  the  house  of  God  warmed  and  made  comfortable, 
thought  it  would  not  be  too  much  of  a  sin  to  enjoy 
the  same  comfort.  The  idea  at  first  met  with  .serious 
opposition  ;  for  the  first  article  in  a  warrant  concern- 
ing the  purchasing  of  a  cast-iron  stove  was  negatived, 
which  move  was  made  Dec.  10,  1818,  as  follows  : 
"  Voted  to  have  the  article  of  getting  a  stove  in- 
serted in  a  warrant  for  the  next  spring  meeting,"  and 
in  the  following  spring,  March  25,  1819,  "  voted  the 
stove  or  stoves  to  a  committee  of  five,"  consisting  of 
Col.  Caleb  Howard,  Daniel  Howard,  Esq.,  Abel 
Kingman,  Esq.,   Capt.  Zachariah   Gurney,  Eliphalet 
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KiDgmaD.  Dec.  13,  1819.  This  committee  reported 
it  "  iuexpedient  to  p;et  a  Stove."  March  7,  1S22. 
"  Voted  the  South  part  of  the  East  Gallery  for  the 
use  of  the  youu<^  womeu."  Previous  to  Februaiy, 
1823,  this  Parish  had  beeu  known  by  the  name  of 
the  "  North  Parish  iu  Bridj;e\vater."  Dec.  22, 
1S22,  The  pari.sh  "  voted  to  take  measures  to  alter  the 
name  of  the  North  Parish  of  Bridpewater.  aud  that 
it  be  called  the  '  First  Parish  iu  North  liridgewater ;' 
also  voted  that  the  Parish  take  measures  to  petition 
the  Legislature  to  carry  tiie  above  into  eS'ect."  Caleb 
Howard,  Esq.,  Perez  Crocker,  and  Perez  Southworth 
Were  appointed  to  petition  the  Legislature  in  behalf 
of  said  parish  ;  so  that  from  that  time  forward  it  was 
known  as  the  "  First  Parish  iu  North  Bridgwater." 
Li  the  early  part  of  1824  the  bell  of  this  parish  was 
found  broken,  aud  Abel  Kingman,  Esq.,  Caleb  How- 
ard, Esq.,  and  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  purchase  a  new  one,  JMarch  2,  1824, 
with  discretionary  power  to  "  gitt  a  Bell  of  the  wate 
of  from  10  to  12  cwt."  A  bell  was  purchased  of 
George  H.  Holbrook,  of  West  Medway,  Ma.ss.,  April 
17,  1824,  which  was  warranted  for  one  year  with  fair 
common  usage,  and  weighing  twelve  hundred  and 
forty-two  pounds,  at  an  expense  of  $465.75.  An 
article  was  inserted  in  a  warrant  for  parish  meeting, 
March  2,  1824,  "To  see  if  the  Parish  will  agree  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  form  or  shape  of  the 
Meeting  House,  either  inside  or  out,  or  to  make  any 
repairs  to  either."  This  was  the  first  movement  to- 
ward rebuilding  or  repairing  the  old  house.  At  this 
meeting  it  wa.s  voted  to  make  some  alteration,  pro- 
viding that  they  can  agree  witli  the  pew-holders  on 
reasonable  terms.  For  this  purpose  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  see  upon  what  terms  the  pew-holders 
would  consent  to  "  give  up  thare  pews."  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Howard  Gary,  Silas  Packard, 
Capt.  David  Ames,  Nathaniel  Littlefield,  Bela  Keith, 
Eliphalet  Kingman,  Capt.  John  Packard,  Capt.  Asa 
Jones,  Col.  E.  Southworth,  Israel  Packard,  Capt. 
Jeremiah  Beals,  who  were  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting,  which  report  was  as  follows  :  "  25  were  wil- 
ling to  have  their  pews  appraised,  24  willing  to  sell, 
13  willing  to  exchange  their  old  for  new  ones." 
"  Voted  not  to  accept  of  the  committee's  report," 
and  also  "  Voted  they  wouldn't  make  any  alteration  iu 
the  Meeting-House."  Feb.  25,  1S25.  "  Voted  to 
dismiss  the  article  concerning  alteration  of  the  Meet- 
ing House."  Sept.  4,  1820,  the  subject  was  again 
brought  before  the  parish,  '•  To  see  if  the  Parish  will 
agree  to  alter,  repair,  or  rebuild  their  Meeting-House." 
Third  Meeting-House. — A  committee  of  fil'teen 
were  chosen  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  who 


reported  in  favor  of  building  a  new  house.  Oct.  23, 
182(j.  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  five  out  of  town 
to  appraise  the  pews  in  said  meeting-house.  Col.  Royal 
Turner,  of  Randolph  ;  Ezra  Forbes,  of  Bridgowater  ; 
Wade  Daley,  of  Easton,  John  Belcher,  Micah  Nash, 
of  Abington,  were  appointed  said  committee,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  their  duty  Nov.  7,  182(),  and  appraised  the 
whole,  amounting  to  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  Feb.  Ifi,  1827.  Chose  a  committee  of 
eleven  to  nominate  three  as  building  committee,  au  J  six 
iis  advising.  Abel  Kingman,  Lieut.  Isaac  Packard, 
aud  Benjamin  Kingman  were  appointed  as  the  build- 
ing committee,  and  the  two  first  named  rcsiLiiiing,  B. 
Kingman  was  chosen  as  agent  to  build  the  house,  aud 
Belah  Keith,  Esq.,  Asa  Jones,  Daniel  II.  Gary,  Col. 
Isaac  Littlefield,  Lieut.  Ephraim  Cole,  and  John  Til- 
den,  Jr.,  were  chosen  as  advising  committee.  A  com- 
mittee of. five  were  appointed  to  locate  the  house, 
consisting  of  the  following  persons:  Slla.s  Packard, 
Jesse  Perkins,  Esq.,  Col.  Edward  Southworth,  Col. 
Cyrus  Porter,  Abel  Kingman,  lisq  ,  who  reported  in 
favor  of  setting  the  house  its  width  south,  and  half 
its  length  west.     Report  accepted  Jlarch  16,  1S27. 

The  old  house  was  taken  down  in  -Vpril  of  this 
year.  On  the  first  day  of  the  week  in  which  this  was 
to  be  done,  and  the  ground  cleared  for  another  house, 
a  sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev.  D.  Huntington,  the 
pastor  of  the  church,  from  Zachariah  xii.  U  :  '■  And 
Jerusalem  shall  be  inhabited  again  iu  her  own  place, 
even  in  Jerusalem."  Aud  as  many  of  the  society 
could  not  go  abroad  to  worship  while  the  new  house 
was  in  process  of  building,  it  was  thought  best  to 
provide  temporary  accommodations.  For  this  purpo.-c 
an  addition  was  made  to  the  sheds  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  green,  in  which  seats  were  provided  I'ur 
the  congregation,  and  to  which  the  pulpit  of  the  old 
house  was  removed.  And  the  author  has  often  been 
told  that  in  that  humble  place  there  were  many 
precious  hours  spent,  and  some  of  the  most  interest- 
ing seasons  of  religious  exercise  enjoyed  there  that 
ever  they  experienced.  The  new  house  of  worship 
was  completed  iu  November,  so  that  the  sheds  were 
occupied  by  them  during  the  interval  of  time  between 
those  dates.  The  house  was  dedicated  Nov.  27,  1827, 
with  highly  appropriate  aud  iuteresting  exercises. 

Nov.  15,  1827.  At  a  meeting  of  the  parish  the 
following  persons  were  chosen  a  commitiee  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  dedication  of  the  new  hou.se,  namely, 
Benjamin  Kingman,  Capt.  David  Ames,  Col.  Nathan 
Jones,  Col.  Isaac  Littlefield,  Lieut.  Ephraim  Cole ; 
also  Silas  Packard  and  Benjamin  Kingman  were  ap- 
pointed and  authorized  to  convey  the  pews  to  those 
that  purchased.     Voted   that  the  sale  of  pews  take 
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place  WtJuesday,  Nov.  28,  1827,  to  conimeDce  at 

nine  o'clock  a.m. 

The   Ibllowiai;  shows   a   list  of  tlie  pews  sold,  the 

Dumber,  uanies  of  owners,  and  price  for  which  they 

were    sold.     Zeuas   Freuch,    of    Randolph,    vendue- 

uiaster : 

I'EW-IIOLDEUS. 


6 

.  .\zel  (jiirney 

j;ioi.50 

06 

Turner  Torrey... 

$202.00 

6 

.   Uubcrf  IIuivai«l... 

101. un 

67 

Jofiah    Amos 

203.110 

7 

.  Jiiuiu-  (.';iiy 

IIU.JO 

OS 

llositer  Jouc? 

196.00 

8 

.   David  Kilson,  Jr.. 
.•^iiiu'nn    Packaril.. 

lUli.UII 

lo:i.oo 

09 
70 

.A.'a  Jones 

1 97.50 

u 

S.  Packard,  Estj. 

195.50 

lu 

lltzi.k'1,  Paukui.l. 

9S.J0 

71 

Micuh  Fa.\on 

173.50 

n 

Eli|.lK.lut     Kii.;;- 

73 

Nathaniel  Ames. 

123.50 

Ulall  

9S.00 

74 

llow.'iril  Packard 

127.0U 

12 

.l(iL-l    .\lnc3 

100. .HI 

75 

.Valium   Perkins. 

135.50 

i.-i 

Oman  ("olo 

85.50 
94.00 

70 
77 

D.  I,lttle6eld 

Siliu?  Packard.... 

l.'IO.OO 

11 

l-'raiic-iH  Ciiry 

133.50 

1  j 

.Mo^^.•^    I'ackard... 

93  50 

78 

Jabez  Kingman. 

128.50 

16 

Kzekiol  Merritt... 

86.110 

79 

IJenj.     .Ames     .& 

17 

Zibci.u   French.... 

75.00 

Ualeu   Pratt... 

125.00 

IS 

Col.    KUw.  .Suutli- 

1     80. 

Isaac  I.iltielield.. 

122.50 

w«irtli 

72.00 

'     81. 

Alva  Noyes 

<jalcn    AV'arren... 

1I7..50 
112.50 

19 

A.a  I'onl 

56.110 

82. 

;;o 

Apiillav  I'ackiiiil.. 

3S00 

83. 

Marlin  Cary 

1117.00 

21 

,'\iiiliiu3f  Packard 

21.110 

84. 

L.  Howard 

102.50 

22 

Ucia  Kcilli 

40.00 

85. 

Daniel  Forvi 

94.00 

23 

Josiait  Fuller 

49.50 

80. 

.Samuel   Allen 

71.00 

24 

Jii.-iiili  Packard... 

69.50 

87. 

Elipbalet   King- 

20. 

Ziba  Keith  

UubciX     Packard, 

94.1)0 

88. 

man  

53.50 
4S.50 

21;. 

BeDJ.  Packard... 

./r 

91.50 

89. 

.Setll  Copelaml... 

31.50 

**? 

SiiiiuDU  I.c.ich 

102.00 

90. 

Zenas  Thayer.... 

30.50 

2S. 

Ahcl  KiDi^iiiiin.... 

103.00 

91. 

William  Luvvia... 

37.25 

29. 

l)avid  Ames 

108.50 

92. 

Zenas  Brett 

42.50 

3(1. 

Luke  Packard 

117.00 

93. 

AI.  Copeland 

47.00 

31. 

Bcnj.  Ivingiitau... 

115.00 

94. 

K.  Kinginun 

57.00 

32. 

Jo.-^iah   lirctt 

123.0" 

95. 

Alva  Noyes 

60.00 

:!3. 

Micall  Faxuo 

127.00 

96. 

Daniel  H.  Carey 

73.50 

34. 

l:jaac      St.     Joims 

98. 

Jesse  Perkins 

60.50 

Kcitb 

128.50 

99. 

Jesse  Perkins.... 

70.00 

35. 

Silvantis  French.. 

127.50 

100. 

11.    Packard 

103.00 

36. 

r?aai'  Turtis 

134.10 

101. 

I.ieut.  E.  Cole.... 

105.25 

37. 

Micah  .Shaw 

125.110 

102. 

Alark    Perkins... 

107.00 

3,S. 

Arza  Keith 

128.00 

103. 

Isaac  Packard... 

89.00 

39. 

Cul.   E.lw.  Soutb- 

104. 

Burzilla  Cary 

90.00 

wurth 

140.00 

105. 

Oliver  Leach 

77.00 

40. 

Tlioiim.s  Wales 

17.!.00 

100. 

Jon;L3  Reynolds. 

85.00 

41. 

Lieut.   Eph.  Cole. 

195.00 

107. 

Barzillu  Field  ... 

111.00 

42. 

Jarnc."  Littlefield. 

200  00 

108. 

J.  Dunbar  (half 

54.25 

43. 

Jucub  Fuller 

204.00 

M.  Perkins  (half)  54.25 

44. 

I:<aac   Packard..., 

205.00 

109. 

Albert  .Smith 

97.00 

46. 

Jeremiah  Beals... 

200.011 

110. 

0.  Dike  (half) 

.■58.75 

4ti. 

Arza  Packard 

19(1.00 

H.AIden(balf) 

38.75 

47 

Theron  Auje^ 

KSO.OO 

III. 

N.  Lincoln 

42.50 

48. 

Abel  Kingman 

175.50 

IIJ. 

Benj.     Ames     ,fc 

49. 

Joiiah   W.  King- 

Galen Pralt... 

47.00 

man  

155.00 

Isaac      Curtis 

5U. 

Juhn     W.     King- 

115. 

(half) 

43.00 

man  

140.50 
132.50 

Luke  Packard 
(half) 

43.00 

51. 

Charles-   Keith 

52. 

A.  French  iSun.. 

124.00 

119. 

Bela  Keith 

20.00 

53. 

Lysander  Howard 

95.50 

121. 

John   Wales 

20.00 

54. 

Joel  Packard 

50.00 

124. 

Simon  and  Ileze- 

24.50 

55. 

David   Ames 

32.25 

kiah  Packard... 

24.50 

50. 

Abel      Kingman, 

126. 

J.  Brett  (half)... 

18.75 

E»,, 

30.00 

120. 

Moses  and  David 

57. 

Samuel  Tribou 

54.00 

Packard  (half). 

18.75 

5.S. 

Mar(it)  Cary 

Sli.OO 

127. 

Bela  Keiih _ 

30.00 

59. 

Noah  Ford 

120.50 

I2J. 

.lohii  Shanklaud 

20.00 

60. 

Col.  C\  ru3  Porter 

133.50 

132. 

S4las  Packard 

13.75 

61. 

Elipbalet     King- 

134. 

Isaac    Keith 

23.00 

Ulan 

140.00 

135. 

John  Wales 

33.50 

62. 

Bela  Keith 

155.00 

137. 

Elipbalet   King- 

63. 

John  Thouipaon... 
Col.  .Nathan  Jones 

1 69.50 

178.50 

140. 

man 

43.50 
44.00 

64. 

Lemuel  French.. 

65. 

I.'aac  LittlcUeld... 

182.00 

141. 

Abul  Kingman... 

40.50 

Nov.   28,  1827. 

Voted 

that   the    three  easterly 

pews  ill   the  tionli 

side  of 

the  gallery  be  reserved  for 

young  woiuen.  And  again  the  subject  of  seating  the 
colored  people  comes  up,  and  it  was  "  Voted  that  the 
South  west  and  North  west  pews  be  reserved  for  the 
people  of  Colour."  Jan.  14,  1828.  At  a  meeting 
held  this  day,  "  To  see  if  the  parish  will  vote  to  pro- 
cure a  timepiece,''  it  was  "  voted  to  defer  the  subject 
of  getting  a  timepiece  to  a  future  meeting."  Jan- 
uary 2Sth,  the  same  subject  was  brought  Itefore  the 
parish  for  action,  when  it  was  "  voted  not  to  do  any 
thing  re.specting  getting  a  timepiece." 

The  report  of  the  agent  in  building  the  new  house 
was  iLS  follows,  Jan.  14,  1828  : 

•'  The  total  cost  of  the  new  house,  including  the 
furniture,  as  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  parish, 
was  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and 
seventeen  cents.  The  old  house  sold  for  four  hun- 
dred and  three  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents,  which, 
deducted  from  the  cost  of  the  new  building,  leaves 
the  nett  cost  seven  thousaud  and  nincty-tive  dollars 
and  eighty  cents." 

Also  at  the  same  time  "  voted  that  the  Parish  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  build  Horse  sheds  for  those 
that  want  them  at  cost.  Benjamin  Kingman  cho.seu 
as  agent  to  build  them."  March  24,  1828.  Jes.se 
Perkins,  Col.  Edward  Southworth,  and  Benjamin 
Kingman  were  appointed  to  view  the  ground  in  i'ront 
of  the  meeting-house  with  reference  to  erecting  a 
fence,  who  reported  in  favor  of  erecting  one,  "  to 
extend  40  feet  front  of  the  house  of  a  circular  form, 
of  20  Stone  Posts,  and  Iron  rods  or  chains."  Jan. 
24,  1832,  a  new  bell  was  procured.  Thomas  Gur- 
ney  and  Abel  Kingman,  Esq.,  were  the  purchasing 
coniuiittee.  The  bell  was  manufactured  by  George 
Holbrook,  of  Medway,  Mass.  Also,  in  April  of  the 
same  year,  a  clock  was  procured  by  subscription, 
which  was  made  by  George  Holbrook  above  named, 
costing  three  hundred  dollars,  placed  upon  the  church 
April  11,  1832.  The  proprietors  of  the  clock  offered 
it  to  the  parish  upon  their  paying  what  outstanding 
accounts  were  unpaid,  which  offer  was  accepted,  and 
862.88  paid  for  the  same  Monday,  Jan.  21,  1833. 
The  subject  of  warming  the  house  was  brought  before 
the  .society  again,  "  To  see  if  the  Parish  will  procure 
a  stove  or  any  other  apparatus  for  warming  their 
meeting  house."  A  committee  of  five  were  chosen 
"  to  get  information  respecting  the  best  mode  of 
warming  their  Meeting  House,  and  to  what  course  is 
pursued  in  other  Societies,  and  report  at  the  next 
March  meeting."  Turner  Torrey,  Lysander  Howard, 
Darius  Littlefield,  Elipbalet  Kingman,  and  Ephraim 
Cole  committee  for  the  above.  After  report  of  com- 
mittee, Dec.  30,  1833,  "  Voted  that  they  would  uot 
consent  to  have  a  stove  in  our  meeting  house  provid- 
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injr  it  was  done  free  of  expense  to  the  Parish."  Mon- 
day, Au^.  10,  1835.  Chose  a  buildin";  cotuinittee  of 
five  persons  to  build  a  parsonage-house, —  Edward 
Soutliworth,  Abel  Kingman,  Beojumio  Kingman, 
Bela  Keith,  and  Rositer  Jones,  committee.  At  last 
tlie  parish  concluded  to  warm  tlie  house,  which  ap- 
pears by  a  vote  passed  Nov.  28,  1835.  Ileman 
Packard,  Col.  E.  Soutliworth,  and  Ephraini  Cole 
wore  chosen  a  committee  to  provide  stoves  for  the 
meeting-house, — truly  a  moat  remarkable  innovation 
when  compared  with  the  former  custonj  of  sitting 
during  long  sormons  shivering  and  shaking,  us  though 
it  were  wicked  to  be  made  comfortable.  Judging  by 
the  records  this  people,  like  most  other  societies,  were 
occasionally  troubled  with  naughty  boys,  a.-*  April  13, 
1844,  "  Voted  to  choose  a  number  of  persons  to  take 
care  of  the  boys  in  the  gallery."  March  8,  1852 
All  article  was  inserted  in  the  warrant,  calling  a  inuet- 
iiig  of  the  parish,  "To  .see  if  tlie  Parish  will  make  a 
general  repair  and  revision  of  their  meeting  hou.se, 
and  take  meiisures  that  may  be  proper  to  settle  with 
the  pew  holders."  "  Voted  unanimously  to  make  u 
general  repair  and  revision  of  their  meeting  house." 
"  Also  made  choice  of  Benjamin  Kingman,  Cakes  S. 
Soule,  and  Marcus  Packard  a  committee  to  procure, 
plans  for  reseating  and  repairing  the  meeting  house, 
and  report  at  a  future  meeting."  March  22,  1852. 
The  committee  appointed  to  get  a  plan  for  reseating 
and  repairing  "  reported  in  favor  of  building  a  new 
house,  and  recommended  that  the  Paris^h  thoroughly 
review  the  whole  subject  deliberately."  This  report 
was  accepted,  .ind  the  same  committee  were  appointed 
to  ■'  investigate  and  get  such  information  in  relation 
to  the  whole  matter  of  building  and  repairing  their 
house  as  they  may  think  best  calculated  to  enable 
the  parish  to  judge  correctly  as  to  what  is  best  to 
be  done,  to  examine  modern  built  hou.ses  at  their 
discretion." 

The  same  day  "  voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  re- 
pair and  reseat  the  Meeting-House." 

Fourth  Meetings-House. — The  above-named  per- 
sons were  chosen  as  building  committee.  April  26, 
1852,  Benjamin  Kingman,  Ozen  Gurney,  and  Marcus 
Packard  were  appointed  to  settle  with  pew-holders,  sell 
the  old  house,  and  provide  another  place  of  worship. 
Dec.  27,  1852,  "  Voted  to  instruct  the  building  com- 
mittee to  proceed  in  building  a  house  when  the  sum 
of  Eight  Thousand  Dollars  is  subscribed."  March 
17,  1853,  made  choice  of  three  persons  to  appraise 
the  old  pews, — namely,  John  W.  Loud,  of  Wey- 
mouth ;  Joseph  Lewis,  of  Duxbury  ;  Nathan  Randall, 
of  Duxbury,  were  chosen. 

The  ladies  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  and 


society  held  a  levee  for  social  intercourse  and  fellow- 
ship at  the  Satucket  Hall,  Feb.  15,  1833.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  meeting  was  to  increase  the  fund  for  fur- 
nishing the  new  meeting-house  which  was  then  talked 
of  building.  The  meeting  was  largely  attended,  the 
weather  mild,  the  traveling  good,  with  a  bright 
mooD.  The  meeting  made  choice  of  William  P. 
Howard  as  president.  The  North  Bridgewater 
Brass  Band  was  present,  and  made  the  first  impres- 
sion ;  then  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Paul  Couch  ; 
then  a  musical  treat  by  Isaac  T.  Packard  ;  remarks 
appropriate  to  the  occasion  by  Rev.  Paul  Couch ; 
amusements  ;  refreshments  for  five  hundred  persons  ; 
and  a  little  later  in  the  evening  the  following  song 
was  sung  by  Isaac  T.  Packard,  the  organist  of  the 
church  : 

"THE   OLD   VILLAGE   CHURCH. 

"  A  song  for  the  uhuicli,  tlio  old  vilUigu  uliurcli, 
Wbicl)  luis  stouii  full  uiauy  :i  yuur. 
We'll  sing  to  its  prniso  in  tiie  loftiest  lays; 
For  we  love  its  portals  ilear. 

"  The  storms  they  li;ive  beat  on  that  sacred  icticut, 
AVhile  its  inmates  have  bowed  in  prayer; 
The  lii^btnings  have  Hashed  and  the  deep  thunder  crabbed 
With  the  notes  of  the  chanting  choir. 

"Memory  now  can  look  back  through  time's  beaten  track 
And  remember  the  joyful  day 
When  its  frame  was  reared,  while  the  workuien  cheered, — 
To  them  it  was  sport  and  play. 

"They  saw  the  tower  rise,  pointing  up  to  the  skies, 
AVhile  within  the  duep-toiied  bell 
Gave  forth  the  glad  sound  to  Iho  people  around 
That  the  building  was  iinishcd  well. 

"Then  a  song  for  the  church,  the  old  village  chmcli, 
Which  has  stood  full  many  a  year. 
NVe'Il  sing  to  its  praise  in  the  loftiest  lays. 
For  we  love  its  portals  dear. 

"  But  old  Father  Time,  he  thinks  it  uo  crime 
To  crumble  the  stateliest  towers; 
In  silence  he's  spaced,  and  the  beauty  defaced 
That  was  onco  in  this  temple  of  ours. 

"And  progression  appears  in  these  later  ycais 
To  make  it  our  duty  clear 
That  we  must  in  our  might,  while  contending  for  right, 
A  fine  new  structure  rear. 

"Then  a  song  for  the  church,  for  the  new  village  church 
Which  we  hope  we  then  shall  see. 
In  which  wo  may  raise  glad  notes  of  praise 
To  thee,  Great  One  in  Three. 

"The  work  has  begun,  and  the  ladies  have  done, 
And  are  doing  from  day  to  day. 
An  honorable  part  to  encourage  each  heart 
To  labor  without  delay. 

"They  have  invited  us  here,  and  with  right  good  cheer 
We  respond  to  titeir  festive  call; 
And  we'll  do  nothing  worse  than  to  till  their  purse, 
To  discount  in  the  fall, 
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In  deckiug  the  church,  the  new  village  church 

"  Uere  may  affliction  dry  the  tear, 

Which  we  hupe  we  then  ahull  see, 

And  learn  to  trust  in  tiud, 

Id  whicli  we  may  raise  gluJ  notes  of  praise 

Convinced  it  is  a  Father  smites, 

To  Ihee,  Grcjit  One  in  Three." 

And  love  that  guides  the  rod. 

Tli« 

frame  of  the  new  liouse  was  raised  Aug.  25, 

"  Peace  bo  within  these  sacred  wails. 

1853,  in  the  afternoon,  wlieu  the  following  ceremony 
took  pluee :  1,  hviun,  sunf;  by  the  children;  '1, 
prayer,  hy  Rov.  Charles  L.  Mills,  of  the  Porter 
Church  ;  M,  prayer,  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Wiiceler,  of  the 
Second  Methodist  Kiii.scopul  Church;  4,  hymn, 
written  by  I.-<;iae  'I'.  Packard,  the  oryaui.st  ot  the 
church  : 

"  Praise  to  thy  name,  eternal  King. 
In  grateful  numbers  here  we  bring; 
Oh,  now  behold  us  from  above. 
And  smile  upon  us  in  thy  love. 

'*  Here  on  this  hallowed  ground  we  meet, 
And  now  thy  blessing  we  entreat; 
Oh,  may  these  walls  in  order  rise, 
Through  help  that  cometh  from  the  skiea. 

''  Oh,  build  this  house,  this  house  of  prayer ! 
Make  it  the  object  of  thy  care  ; 
Here  with  thy  })euple  ever  dwell ; 
Here  may  thy  saints  thy  glories  tell. 

"  .\nd  from  this  earthly  house  below 
May  multitudes  redeemed  go 
To  that  prepared  by  thee  above. 
There  join  to  sing  redeeming  love." 

The  old  iiieetinii-house  was  sold  to  Messrs.  Win- 
throp  S.  Baker  and  Rufus  P.  Kingman  for  $1226.00, 
who  took  a  lease  of  the  land  upoD  which  the  building 
stood,  a  few  feet  south  of  where  the  present  building 
DOW  stands,  for  the  term  of  fifty  years  from  March  21 , 

1854,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  year. 
The  building  was  reniodeled  and  used  as  a  hall  for 
public  nieetings  until  destroyed  by  fire  Nov.  7,  1860. 

Dedication. — The  present  new  and  splendid  edifice 
was  opened  to  the  public  at  two  o'clock  on  Thursday, 
July  27,  1854.  There  were  present  from  fifteen  hun- 
dred to  two  thousand  persons,  and  the  exercises  were 
in  the  following  order:  1,  voluntary  on  the  organ  ;  2. 
chant, — "  Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God  of  hosts  ;"  3, 
invocation  and  reading  of  the  Scriptures;  4,  anthem, 
— "  Let  all  the  nutioiis  fear  ;"  5,  prayer;  6,  hymn, — 

"  To  thee  this  temple  we  devote, 
Our  Father  and  our  God  ; 
Accept  it  thine,  uud  seal  it  now, 
Thy  Spirit's  blest  abode. 

**  Here  may  the  prayer  of  faith  aficend, 
The  voice  of  praise  arise; 
Oh,  uiay  each  lowly  service  prove 
Accepted  ^acrihce. 

"  Here  luay  the  sinner  learn  his  guilt, 
Ami  weep  before  his  Lord  ; 
Here,  pardoned,  sing  a  Saviour's  love, 
And  here  his  vows  record. 


Prosperity  be  here; 
Long  smile  upon  tby  people,  Lord, 
And  evermore  be  near;" 

7,  Sermon  by  Rev.  Paul  Couch,  text,  Isaiah  ii.  2-5, 
showing  that  the  house  of  God  is  to  be  a  central  and 
controlling  power  in  the  world's  reformation  ;  S,  hymn, 
anthem, — "  Peace  be  to  this  habitation  ;"  9,  dcdic;itury 
prayer;  10,  anthem, — "  Hark  !  the  song  of  jubilee  ;" 
11,  closing  prayer;  12,  hymn  and  doxology  by  the 
congregation. — "  From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies  ;" 
doxology, — "  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
flow;"   13,  benediciion. 

The  sermon  is  spoken  of  as  having  been  of  the  high- 
est order.  Many  a  golden  thought  was  presented  to  the 
people,  and  will  be  treasured  by  them.  The  singing 
also  was  of  the  most  excellent  kind,  and  entitled  to 
great  praise.  The  last  liymn  was  sung  to  the  tune  of 
"Old  Hundred,"  iu  wliich  the  congregation  joined, 
and  seldom  has  that  tuue  been  sung  with  such  great 
power  and  in  such  correct  time  as  on  that  occasion. 
The  organ  poured  forth  a  flood  of  harmony  from 
which  no  deviation  could  be  made,  and  every  one 
present  seemed  pleased  with  the  arrangements  and 
detail  of  the  exercises.  The  day  was  pleasant  and 
the  attendance  very  large. 

Description  of  the  Church. — Few  hou.^^es  are 
to  be  found  in  the  country  that  will  eomj)are  favor- 
ably with  this.  Its  exterior  is  rendered  attractive 
and  pleasing  to  the  eye  by  its  beauliful  propor- 
tions, which,  while  they  present  and  possess  unusual 
strength,  are  so  arranged  that  the  whole  appear- 
ance is  not  only  satisfactory,  but  very  graceful  and 
imposing.  The  length  of  the  building  is  ninety- 
six  feet,  width  sixty-four  feet,  with  a  spire  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  feet  in  height,  and  contains  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  pews  on  the  floor  and  twenty- 
eight  in  the  gallery.  It  is  built  in  the  Romanesque 
style  of  architecture,  designed  by  Messrs.  Towle  & 
Foster,  of  Boston  ;  was  built  by  Samuel  Vaughn,  of 
Boston.  The  pews  are  all  neatly  carpeted,  cushioned, 
and  upholstered,  both  in  the  gallery  and  below.  The 
gallery  contains  a  large  and  beauliful  organ,  built  by 
W.  B.  D.  Simmons,  of  Cambridge  Street,  Boston,  which 
was  finished  iMay  17, 1854.  On  entering  the  building 
we  find  on  the  first  floor  a  vestry  of  good  size  and  a 
large  room,  carpeted  and  well  furnished,  for  the  use  of 
the  Ladies'  Association  connected  with  the  society. 
In  tiie  rear  of  these  rooms  are  two  convenient  and 
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well-;HTaiij;L'd  tenements,  which  are  rented.  Aseend- 
ini;  fioiu  the  luuin  entrance  on  either  side  stairs  of 
Very  easy  grade  we  find  ourselves  in  the  vestibule, 
truin  which  wo  enter  the  auditory  or  ascend  to  the 
i^;cllcries.  The  interior  effect  is  exceedingly  fine. 
The  spacious  floor,  well-arranged  pews  (all  uuilorm 
and  somewhat  richly  upholstered),  the  ample  L'al- 
lerics  (not  pri^jectiiig  from  the  sides  with  huge  over- 
shadowing effect,  but  rather  relieving  the  height  and 
presenting  a  corresponding  finish  j,  the  chaste  and 
elegant  pulpit,  finely-frescoed  walls  and  ceiling  are  in 
perfect  harmony  with  each  other  and  their  desigu 
and  uses,  and  beautifully  wroULiht  without  glaring 
effect.  Upon  the  west  end  of  the  building,  on  the 
ceiling  to  the  left  of  the  pulpit,  is  the  following 
inscription  :  "  Ye  shall  keep  my  Sabbaths  and  rever- 
ence my  sanctuary.  I  am  the  Lord."  To  tlie  right 
of  the  pulpit  is  the  following :  "  The  Lord  hath 
chosen  Ziou.  He  hath  desired  it  for  his  habitation." 
The  outlay  in  erecting  this  house,  including  the 
organ,  was  about  twenty-four  thousand  dollars.  The 
fir.-t  sale  of  pews  took  place  on  Monday  following  the 
dedication,  at  which  seventy-three  pews  were  sold  for 
the  sum  of  $22,282.50.  The  choice-money  paid 
Was  S17-ll).50.  After  the  sale  there  were  forty- 
three  pews  remaining  unsold  on  the  floor  of  the 
auditory,  many  of  which  were  very  desirable,  and 
several  in  the  galleries,  all  of  which  were  carpeted 
and  furnished  as  below. 

The  bell  that  belonged  on  the  old  church,  when 
sold,  was  transferred  to  the  new  house  above  de- 
scribed in  June,  1854.  The  following  legend  was 
upon  the  same : 

"  I  to  tbe  churcli  the  living  call, 
Ami  to  tiie  griiveyaid  :iuuimon  ull." 

This  bell,  after  having  done  many  years  of  faithful 
service,  gave  out  but  a  short  time  after  it  was  re- 
moved ;  for  we  find,  Sept.  5,  1855,  a  new  bell  was 
purchased  of  Messrs.  Henry  N.  Hooper  &  Co.,  of 
Boston,  weighing  two  thousand  and  thirty-five 
pounds. 


CHAPTER    V. 

Ministry  of  Rov.  JuUn   Porter— Uev.  .Van  iloech— Kov.  Diinitl 

lluiitinytiin— Uev.  William  Tlioinpaon— Ilev.  Paul  Coucli 

Ucv.  NatUitnid  11.  lilancliard — Uev.  Eaward  L.  Clark — Kov. 
Henry  A.  StuveuB — Kuv.  ElbriJgo  P.  MoKlroy— Ucv.  llonry 
L.  ICelacy — Rov.  Ucurgo  E.  Murtiu. 

First  Congregational  Church.— In  nearly  all 
the  early  New  England  towns  the  history  of  the 
church  is  a  history  of  the  town,  and  among  the  first 
things    souglit   after    was   the    establishment   of   the 


gospel  mini.stry  among  them.  The  prayer  (jf  the 
petitioners  having  been  granted  so  far  as  to  set  them 
off  into  a  separate  parish,  the  next  thing  was  to  see 
whom  they  could  get  to  preach  to  them.  Fur  this 
purpose  a  meeting  was  held  Oct.  S,  1730,  "  to  see  if 
the  precinct  would  vote  to  have  preaching  three 
months  this  winter  .season."  It  being  voted  in  the 
aflirmative,  David  Packard,  John  Kingman,  and  Abiel 
Packard  were  chosen  a  committee  "  to  Geat  a  minis- 
ter to  preach  to  us  three  months  tlii.i  winter  -.csuii." 
And  the  couimittee  were  also  rc(|uested  "  to  apply  to 
Mr.  Porter,  Jlr.  Howard,  or  Ephrim  Keith,"  to  supply 
the  pulpit  lor  three  months. 

Monday,  March  24,  1740,  '•  it  was  put  tu  vote  to 
see  whether  the  precinct  would  vote  to  have  Mr. 
Porter  preach  to  them  three  months."  ''  Voted  in 
affirmative."  "  Samuel  Kingman,  David  Packard, 
and  Timotliy  Keith  were  chosen  a  couimittee  to  go 
to  Mr.  Porter  to  see  whether  he  wuuld  suply  the 
pulpet  for  the  three  months."  What  the  result  of 
their  interview  was  with  him  does  not  appear  on 
record.  We  judge,  however,  that  an  invitation  to 
settle  as  a  permanent  preacher  was  mure  agreeable,  as 
a  meeting  was  called  soon  after,  on  the  21st  of  April, 
by  the  same  committee,  "  to  see  if  the  sd  precinct  can 
agree  to  give  Mr.  John  Porter  a  Call  to  be  an  or- 
dained minister  of  the  gospel  fur  sd  precinct  ;  also 
to  see  what  Grattess  the  precinct  will  agree  to  give 
said  Mr.  Porter,  for  Incouragement  for  to  Settell 
among  us;  also  what  we  can  agree  to  pay  unto  JMr. 
Porter  as  a  yearly  salary." 

Ministry  op  Rev.  John  Poiiteu. —  At  this 
meeting  it  was  "  voted  to  Give  Mr.  John  Porter  a 
Call  to  be  their  minister;"  also,  ''  voted  to  Give  hini 
two  hundred  pounds  as  a  Grattess  fur  Incuragement 
to  settell  among  us,  and  give  him  one  Hundred  and 
ten  pounds  per  year,  as  a  yearly  salary.  During  the 
time  he  shall  be  our  minister." 

The  committee  appointed  "  to  diseorse  with  Mr. 
Porter  upon  the  above-mentioned  premises"  were 
Samuel  Kingman,  David  Packard,  Timothy  Keith, 
Daniel  Howard,  and  Samuel  West. 

Aug.  4,  1740,  "voted  one  Hundred  pounds  addi- 
tional money  aa  Grattess,  making  Three  Hundred 
pounds,  besides  an  addition  of  five  jiounds  per  year  for 
four  years,  and  then  ten  pounds  per  year  fur  five  years, 
and  then  to  stand  at  one  Hundred  and  Eighty  pounds 
per  year  ;  to  be  paid  in  yearly,  in  any  passable  money, 
at  the  Heat  of  silver  at  Twenty-Juglit  Shillings  per 
ounce ;  and  su  his  salary  to  Rise  and  fall,  as  the  price 
of  silver  Doth,  During  the  time  that  he  shall  be  our 
minister." 

Aug.  25,   1740,  "  voted    to   chuse   Samuel    King- 
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man,  David  Packard,  and  James  Packard  a  commit- 
tee to  Give  Mr.  Porter  a  Call  in  behalf  of  the  pre- 
cinct ;"  also  voted  that  the  18th  of  September  should 
be  kept  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  before  the 
ordaining  of  Mr.  John  Porter, 

The  call,  as  presented  to  Mr.  Porter,  is  as  follows, 
together  with  his  acceptance  of  the  same: 

"Mit.  PoitTF.ft, — Since  it  hatli  pleased  God  to  fuvor  ua  with 
your  labors  aiuongtt  ua  for  several  months  past,  it  has  been  to 
our  genertl  acceptance;  and  we  have  unauiuiously  agreed  to 
give  you  a  call  to  lake  the  pastoral  charge  of  u:i,  and  hope  that 
the  saioe  God  who  lias  made  your  labors  so  antisfaclovy  to  us 
will  incliue  your  heart  to  accept,  convincing  you  that  it  is 
a  call  from  him  as  well  as  us;  and,  withall,  we  promise  to 
make  It  our  prayer  to  the  Great  God  for  you  that  he  should 
furni::h  you  with  all  ministerial  gifts  and  graces  fur  the  work 
of  the  ministry  and  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ  among  u^, 
and  that  we  will  ever  honor  and  obey  you  when  you  shall  be- 
come ours  in  the  Luid.  Tbe;:;e  are  therefore  to  certify  you  that 
at  a  meeting  legally  warned  the  precinct  did,  by  a  full  and  clear 
vale,  give  you  a  call  to  tlio  ministry  among  us;  and  for  your 
further  encouragement  did  vote  :iUO  Pounds  for  a  settlement; 
and  for  the  pkirsuant  year,  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  for 
your  salary,  and  then  to  advance  five  pounds  pr.  year,  four 
years,  anrl  then  ten  pounds  pr.  year,  live  years,  and  then  to 
stand  yearly  at  one  hundred  and  Eighty  pounds  per  year,  to  be 
paid  in  yearly,  in  any  passablo  money,  at  the  rate  of  silver  at 
23  shillings  pr.  ounce;  and  so  your  salary  to  rise  and  fall,  :id 
the  price  of  silver  doth,  during  the  time  you  s<hall  be  our  min- 
ister. 

"Dated  at  Bridgewater,  "Samuel  Kingman, 

••  North  Precinct,  "  David  Kkith, 

"Aug.  the  25tli,  1740.  "Jamks  Packakd, 

"  Precinct  Cuinim'ttee  to   fjive   Mi;   Poiler  a  call   In   heUalf  of 
the  piectuct." 


"  To  be  cummunieated  to  the   North   Preoinct  in   Dridgewater, 

given  the  25ih  of  Aug.,  1740. 

"CitKTiiKEN  AM>  I'^iiiENDs, — loasmuch  as  it  has  pleased  the 
Sovereign  Gud,  who  has  all  hearts  in  his  hand,  and  can  turn 
them  as  the  rivers  uf  water  are  turned,  so  to  incline  and  Unite 
you  of  this  Place  as  to  give  me  an  invitation  to  settle  among 
you  in  tlie  work  of  the  gospel  ministry,  though  unworthy,  yet, 
Apprehending  it  to  be  the  call  of  Christ,  whose  £  am,  and  whom 
I  ought  to  serve,  I  accept  your  call,  and  I  trust  I  do  it  with  due 
and  becoming  reverence  and  cheerfulness. 

"lireihren  and  Friends:  Further  I  desire  to  express  all  due 
gratitude  to  you  for  your  love  and  respect  shown  me  in  the 
various  instances  of  it,  and  I  pray  to  God  to  continue  it;  and 
you  yet  to  manifest  it  in  every  regard,  and  as  the  gospel  re- 
quires and  acknowledge  thatthose  that  preach  the  gospel,  should 
live  of  the  gospel,  so  1  shall  expect  an  handsome  and  honorable 
maintenuuce  from  you  so  long  as  I  shall  sojourn  among  yoa  as 
your  pai^tor.  But,  above  all,  I  shall  expect  and  request  you  to 
be  constant,  earnest,  and  incessant  at  the  throne  of  grace  for  me, 
that  God  would  give  me  grace  to  servo  him  cheerfully  and  faith- 
fully in  the  great  and  diOloult  work  I  ant  now  about  to  engage 
in,  that  so  I  may  finish  my  course  with  joy,  and,  in  the  day  of 
Christ's  appearing  and  kingdom,  may  have  many  of  you  of  my 
charge  as  a  seal  of  my  ministry,  that  ao  then  together  we  may 
receive  a  crown  of  glory  which  :ihail  never  fade  away. 

"  X  subscribe  myself  yours  to  serve  in  the  Lord, 

"John  Porter." 


Ap;reeable  to  the  above  call  and  acceptance,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Porter  waa  ordained  as  pa.stor  of  the  Fourth 
Church  in  Biidgewater,  Oct.  15,  1740.* 

The  following  is  the  covenaut  whicli  the  church 
adopted  ad  the  baaia  of  their  union  : 

"  We,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  the  moat  of  whom  have 
been  members  of  the  first  church  of  Christ  in  Bridgcwatcr,  hav- 
ing now,  as  we  conceive,  a  call  from   God  to  embody  a  distinct 
church  by  ourselves,  according  to  gospel  order,  and  as  our  par- 
ticular circumstances  require,  do,  upon   this  solemn  occasion, 
think  it  our  duty,  and  therefore  agree,  to  renew  the  covenant 
which  our  fathers  tnade,  both  with  God  and  with  one  another, 
under   a  humbling   sense  of  our   violations  of  pai^c  covenant 
engagements,  adding  hearty  prayers  that  our  past  sins  may  bo 
forgiven,  and  that  we  may  have  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
enable  us  to  keep  that  covenant  with  God,  wherein  we  aolcuinly 
engage,  as  follows:  1st.  That  we  will  take  the  Lord  Jehovali  to 
he  our  God,  by  a  free  choice  of  him,  and  tirm  dependence  on 
him,  and  satisfaction  in  him,  as  our  chief  good,  renouncing  all 
other  interest  whatever.     2d.  That  we  will  cleave  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures  as  our  only  rule  of  faith  and  obudiencc.     3d.  That 
we  will  acknowledge  our  Lord    Jesus  Christ  in  his  threcfutd 
oftice,  as  our  Prophet,    Priest,  and    King,  particulirly  in    liis 
kingly  government ;  that  all  his  law^  and  ordinances   may  be 
upheld  by  us  in   the  purity  and  power  of  them;  that  an  able 
and  faithful  ministry  be  encouraged  and  continued  among  u^  ; 
that  in   all   the   administrations  of  the  hou:^c  of  God,   we   will 
have  a  due  regard  to  the  power  of  office  belonging  to  the  min- 
istry, and  the  privileges  belonging  to  the  brethren  as  to  judg- 
ment and  consent.     That  we  will  endeavor  faithfully  to  observe 
the  rules  of  purity,  in    respect  to   the  risible   qualiticatiuns  of 
those  we  admit  to  communion  with  us,  that  the  table  of  the 
Lord  be  not  polluted, — that  they  be  such  as  have  a  competent 
understanding  of  the   mysteries  of  Godliness,  and  of  a   well- 
ordered  conversation,  and  who,  upon  examination,  hold  forth 
repentance  from  dead  works,  and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
We  will   conscientiously  observe  the  rules  of  discipline  wliich 
Christ  hath  prescribed,  that  the   temple  of  Gud   be  nut  defiled  ; 
will  sou  that  church  censure  ho  faithfully  dispensed   to  sueli  as 
aru  full    communicants,  and  to  the  children  of  the  covenant. 
The  adult  in  church  relation  (though  not  yet  admitted  to  full 
communion),  walking  orderly,  and.  waiting   upon   God  to  pre- 
pare them  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  him   in   all   his  ordinances, 
shall  (at  their  desire)  have  the  initiating  seal  of  hapti.^m  ad- 
ministered to  their  children,  and  they  themselves  shall   be  en- 
couraged and  excited  to  follow  the  Lord   in  all  the  ways  of  his 
appointment,  and  when  they  offer  themselves  to  join  with  the 
church,  shall  be  examined  respecting  their  proliciency,  under 
the  means,  and  bold  forth  such  evidences  of  the  grace  of  God 
as    may   be   required    to  make  their  communion  comfortable. 
4th.  We  will  walk  in   Love  one  toward  another,  endeavoring 
to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  Peace,  that  there 
be  no  schism  or  rent  in  the  body  of  Christ.     6th.   In  all  dithcult 
cases  we  will  apply  to  neighboring  ministers  and  churche?^  of 
Christ  for  counsel.     6th.  We  will  walk  with  God  in  our  houses 
with  a  perfect  heart,   duly   attending  on   family    worship  and 
government  in   the   faithful  dii<ohurgo  of  relative   duties,   en- 
deavoring that  true  religion  may  be  propagated  to  j)Osterity, 
that  our  God  may  be  our  ohildren's  God  after  us.     7th.  We  will 
bear  our  testimony  against  the  growing  sins  of  the  times  and 
of  this  place,  and  it  shall  be  our  endeavor  that  the  work  of  re- 
formation in  all  parts  of  it  be  carried  on  among  us.     8th.  As 

^  David  Packard  provided  for  the  ordination,  for  which  he 
had  £29  10«. 
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we  have  opportuDity,  we  will  seek  the  good  of  one  another,  and 
so  the  good  of  all  men,  both  with  re^iptct  to  spirituals  and  tem- 
pural3.  ath.  It  shall  be  our  endeavor  to  stand  complete  in  all 
the  will  of  God,  to  cleave  to  the  Lord  and  one  another  through 
all  adversity.  All  this  we  do  sincerely  and  solemnly  engage  in 
the  sight  uf  God,  men,  and  angels,  in  a  humble  dependence  of 
faith  upon  the  merits  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  our  accept- 
ance with  God,  and  on  the  power  of  his  spirit  and  grace  to 
work  all  our  works  in  us  and  for  us  ;  and,  finally,  tu  perfect  all 
that  concerns  us  to  the  praise  of  bia  glory.  Adopted  Sept.  I  Sth, 
174(1. 


••  1.  Timothy  Keith. 

2.  David  Packard. 

3.  James  Packard. 

4.  Zacbeus  Packard. 

5.  Samuel  West. 

6.  Abiel  Packard. 

7.  Johu  Kingman. 
S.  Joshua  AVarren. 
9.  Seth  Packard. 

111.  Caleb  Phillips. 

IT.  Isaac  Fuller. 

12.  Zachariab  Carey. 

13.  John  Jolinson. 


14.  Nathaniel  Hammond. 

15.  Hannah  Keith. 

16.  Hannah  Packard. 

17.  Jemiuia  Packard. 

18.  Mercy  Packard. 

19.  Lydia  Packard. 

20.  Sarah  Packard. 

21.  Rebecca  Kingman. 

22.  Jane  Warren. 

23.  Mercy  Packard. 

24.  Hannah  Phillips. 

25.  Sarah  Fuller." 


Rev.  Mr.  Porter  was  a  man  of  very  respectable 
talent,  distinguished  for  his  prudence,  fidelity,  exem- 
plary life,  and  holy  conversation.  The  great  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel  were  prominent  in  all  liis  preach- 
ing ;  and  a  crucified  Redeemer  was  a  theme  on  which 
he  delighted  to  dwell  with  peculiar  earnestness,  in- 
terest, and  satisfaction.  He  continued  to  preach  to 
this  society  for  sixty  years,  when,  feeling  weary  with 
many  years  of  service  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord, 
and  feeling  tiic  infirmities  of  age  creeping  upon  him, 
he  called  for  aid  to  assist  him  in  his  ministerial  labors. 
To  tliis  claim  the  church  aud  society  readily  assented, 
as  appears  by  the  following  vote:  April  21,  ISOO, 
"  Voted,  To  chuse  a  committee  of  seven  to  look  up 
sum  suitable  Person  or  Persons  to  assist  Rev.  Mr. 
Porter."  Capt.  Jesse  Perkins,  Deacon  David  Edsou, 
Daniel  Gary,  Moses  Gary,  Daniel  Howard,  Esq., 
Deacon  Eliphalet  Packard,  Lieut.  Caleb  Howard 
were  chosen  as  said  committee.  This  committee 
found  a  man  in  the  person  of  Asa  Mcech,  who 
preached  to  them  as  a  candidate  until,  at  a  meeting 
held  Aug.  18,  1800,  "Voted,  that  thursday  the 
twenty-Eighth  day  of  August  be  held  as  a  day  of 
Fasting  and  prayer  for  directions  in  settling  a  col- 
league with  Mr.  Porter,  and  alao  to  apply  to  Mr.  \V. 
Reed,  aud  Mr.  Guruey  to  preach  on  that  occasion." 

Also,  "  Voted  that  the  pariah  committee  request 
Mr.  Meech  to  supply  the  pulpit  further." 

The  publication  of  Rcv.  John  Porter  is  "  Evan- 
gelical Plan  ;  or,  an  Attempt  to  form  Right  Notions 
in  the  Minds  of  the  Commou  People,  and  to  Estab- 
lish them  in  the  Minds  of  the  People."  Republished 
by  Dr.  E.  Aldeu,  of  Randolph. 


Rev.  John  Porter  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  Porter,  of  Abington,  ^L1ss.  ;  born  in  1710  ; 
Taduated  at  Harvard  CoUeixe  in  IToG  ;  commenced 
preaching  as  a  candidate  for  the  Fuurili  Church  in 
Bridgewater  (uow  the  First  Church  of  Brockton)  iu 
December,  1739.  Soon  after  the  incorporation  of 
the  North  Parish  he  received  a  call  to  settle  with 
them  as  pastor  Aug.  25,  1740,  which  call  he  accepted, 
and  was  ordained  Oct.  15,  1740.  Mr.  Puitcr  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office  with  all  the  advantages 
which  a  faithful  church  and  atfectioiiate  society  cuuld 
afford.  Their  hearts  were  deservedly  united  in  him, 
and  seldom  has  any  minister  of  the  gospel  been  en- 
abled to  exert  u  more  general  and  salutaiy  iiifiuence 
over  the  people  of  his  charge.  His  r|ualifications, 
both  natural  and  acquired,  were  peculiarly  re.-peclablc. 
He  was  taught  not  only  of  men,  but  of  God.  Much 
of  what  was  estimable  iu  his  Christian  and  ministerial 
character  he  gratefully  ascribed  to  the  labors  of  that 
justly  celebrated  aud  eminently  useful  servant  of 
Christ,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wliitcficld,  under  whose  min- 
istry of  the  word  he  received  the  most  deep  and  salu- 
tary impressions  a  little  before  his  entrance  upon  the 
duties  of  the  sacred  office.  With  that  great  and  good 
man  he  formed  an  intimate  acquaintance,  invited  him 
to  his  pulpit,  and,  with  his  beloved  fluck,  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  his  evangelical  instructions.  This  circum- 
stance undoubtedly  contributed  to  increase  that  zealous 
spirit  of  reformation  by  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Porter's 
long  and  faithful  ministry  was  so  happily  charac- 
terized. He  clearly  exhibited  and  ably  defended  the 
great  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and,  thuugh  not  fond 
of  controversy,  wielded  the  swoid  of  the  Spirit  with 
uucommoii  skill,  vigor,  and  success  against  all  the 
assailants  of  evangelical  truth.  His  labors  among  his 
people  iu  the  sanctuary  and  from  house  to  house  were 
greatly  blessed.  Mr.  Porter  continued  to  labor  with 
this  people  uutil  Sept.  1,  1800,  when,  Qiidiug  the  in- 
firmities of  age  creeping  upon  hiiu,  aud  a  frame  worn 
out  in  the  service  of  his  Master,  he  asked  for  assist- 
ance in  his  labors.  His  soninlaw.  Rev.  Thomas 
Crafts,  and  Rev.  Asa  Meech,  then  a  candid.ite  lor  the 
ministry,  I'rom  Connecticut,  came  to  his  help,  aud  Mr. 
Meech  received  a  call  to  become  a  colleague  pastor 
with  him,  which  call  he  accepted,  and  was  ordained 
Oct.  15,  1800. 

Rev.  Mr.  Porter  continued  to  perform  pastoral 
labor,  preaching,  occasionally,  till  his  decease.  The 
last  sermon  he  preached  was  from  John  ix.  4  :  "  I 
must  work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  lue  while  it  is 
day:  the  night  comcth  when  no  man  can  work." 
This  sermon  is  often  spoken  of  as  having  been  pecu- 
liarly and  prophetically  appropriate,  and  most  tenderly 
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afFectinf:  to  those  who  were  listeninp;  to  the  last  raes- 
sage  of  truth  aud  love  from  the  lips  of  oue  whom 
very  mauy  regarded  as  a  spirilual  /atlier,  and  all  as 
aa  affectionate  and  faithful  friend.  He  departed 
this  life  March  12,  1802,  in  the  eighty-seventh  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  the  sixty-second  year  of  his  minis- 
try. His  sickness  was  of  three  weeks'  duration, 
which  commenced  about  one  week  after  the  delivery 
of  the  above-named  discourse.  His  wife,  with  whom 
he  had  so  long  and  so  happily  lived  for  more  than 
one-half  a  century,  died  about  four  months  previous 
to  his  death.  This  circumstance  seemed  to  render 
his  death  more  welcome  to  him  than  otherwise.  She 
was  a  woman  of  very  exemplary  habits,  and  a  de- 
voted mother  in  Israel.  His  funeral  was  attended  by 
Rev.  Zcdekiah  Sanger,  D.D.,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass. 
His  remains  lie  buried  in  the  graveyard  near  the  resi- 
dence of  the  late  William  Tribou,  at  Campello.  On 
the  gravestone  may  be  found  the  following  inscrip- 
tion :  "  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament ;  and  they  that  turn  mauy  to 
righteousness,  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever."  To  the 
virtues  of  Rev.  Mr.  Porter's  private  life,  and  the  use- 
fulness of  his  ministerial  qualifications  and  labors,  the 
afiection  aud  respect  with  which  he  was  viewed  by 
his  family  and  acquaintances,  the  love  and  veneration 
of  the  large  and  respectable  religious  society  with 
which  he  so  long  lived  in  harmony  and  labored  with 
success,  the  manner  in  which  his  services  were  accepted 
in  other  societies  where  he  oc-casionally  preached,  and 
the  lasting  reputation  he  uaiotained  in  the  church, 
are  the  most  unequivocal  and  honorable  testimonies. 
To  the  influence  of  this  good  man,  more  than  any 
other  thing,  is  the  community  indebted  for  the  love 
of  order,  industry,  economy,  enterprise,  aud  religious 
character  of  many  of  the  descendants  of  that  society. 
His  iuflueuce  liad  very  much  to  do  with  formation  of 
the  character  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
North  Bridgewater,  now  Brockton. 

MiNisruY  OP  Rev.  Asa  Meech. — Sept.  1, 1800, 
"  Voted  to  give  Rev.  A.sa  Meech  a  call."  Also, 
"  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  seven  to  Report  a 
plan  for  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Meech,  which  con- 
sisted of  the  fullowing  persons:  Capt.  Jc-se  Perkins, 
Matthew  Kingman,  Deacon  E.  Packard,  Capt.  Abel 
Kingman,  Capt.  William  French,  Ichabod  Howard, 
Lieut.  Caleb  Howard,"  who  subsequently  reported  a 
planus  lullows,  namely  :  "That  he  be  our  minister 
until  two  thirds  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  parish  arc 
dissaiir^fiod  with  him,  and  then  to  be  dismissed  by 
giving  him  a  year's  notice.  Also  he  having  the  same 
privilege  to  leave  the  people  when  he  thinks  proper, 
he  giving  them  a  year's   notice."      Also,   "  that   the 


Said  parish  pay  him  four  Hundred  Dollars  for  the 
first  five  years ;  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  five 
first  years,  Three  Hundred  and  thirty  four  dollars  a 
year,  so  long  aa  he  continues  our  minister."  The 
above  Report  was  accepted,  and  it  was  "  Voted  the 
above  committee  present  Mr.  A.  Meech  with  the  call 
of  the  parish  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,"  which  is 
as  follows : 

*'  To   Mr.  Ana   Meech,  Candidute  for  the  Sacred  niiiiiatrt/,  mow 

residiiitj  in  thi»  place. 

"Sill, — Whoread  our  aged  and  beloved  pastor  has  rei^uusLed 
the  :tetlletueat  of  uo  ussistaot  witti  liitii  io  tbu  work  uf  the 
Saci'ud  Ministry.  And  aa  we  are  very  desirous  ut'  a  continu- 
ance of  thu  regular  Administration  of  Gospel  ordinances  auioog 
us — And  having  experience  of  your  good  abilities  as  a  Gospel 
Preacher  and  such  good  evidence  of  your  good  moral  character 
as  gives  us  great  satisfaction,  Therefore  wc,  the  members  of  the 
fourth  church  and  congregation  of  the  Christian  Society  in 
Bridgewater,  do  hereby  invite  you,  with  a  Solemn  call,  to  Settle 
with  us  as  a  colleague  pastor  with  the  liev.  John  Porter.  That 
you  may  be  more  particularly  informed  of  the  doings  of  the 
Parish  in  this,  a  committee,  consisting  of  the  ftillowing-nained 
gentlemen,  viz.:  Captain  Jesse  Perkins,  Matthew  Ivingman, 
Lieut.  Caleb  Howard,  Dea.  E.  Packard,  Capt.  Abel  Kinguian, 
Capt.  \Vm.  French,  Ichabod  Howard,  will  wait  on  you  with  tbu 
vote  of  the  parish  respecting  the  epcoura^eiucnt  tbey  olK-r  you, 
as  au  iuducement  to  Settle  with  us  in  the  Sacred  Ministry,  and 
give  you  such  other  inlbrmation  us  you  may  desire.  Your 
answer  is  requested  as  soon  as  may  be  cunsisteot  with  a  full  de- 
liberation on  so  solemn  and  such  un  important  subject. 

"D.V.SIEI,   Cvliv,  Pur,„h  Clerk. 

"  The  North  Church  in  Bridgewater  met  this  day  [Sept.  ;!9, 
ISUO],  and  proceeded  to  hear  the  answer  ot    Uev.  A>a  Mccch. 

'*  BiiiDGKWATKit,  Sept.  i;:j,  ISUU. 

'*  To  the  futirth  church  and  coilfjretjulioti  of  the  Chiittinn  Society 

in  liridijetoaler. 

'*  Whereas  you  have  given  me  an  invitation  and  .Solemn  call 
to  settle  with  you  in  the  Gospel  Ministry  as  a  Colleague  Pa:5tor 
with  the  Rev.  John  Porter,  Ilaving  looked  to  Got!  by  prayer 
for  his  most  gracious  direction,  and  having  consulted  my  friends 
and  lathers  in  the  ministry,  And  after  mature  deliberation  on 
the  Subject,  I  trust  and  hope  that  a  door  is  opened  in  divine 
providence  for  my  usefulness  in  this  place.  This  is  therct'oie 
to  uianifest  my  acceptuncu  of  your  call,  aud  my  willingness  to 
be  employed  in  performing  the  important  oltice  and  duties  of 
the  Christian  ministry  among  you  so  long  us  (jod  shall  open  tliu 
way  by  harmonizing  our  minds,  and  give  me  grace,  wi>doin, 
aud  strength.  Aud  while  I  coiumit  all  to  the  great  head  of  tho 
Church  may  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  multiplied  to  us  abun- 
dantly from  God  our  father  and  the  Lord  JeaUa  Cbi  ist. 

'*  .Asa   Ait;t:cii." 

Sept.  29,  1800,  "  Voted  that  the  oidinatiuii  of 
Rev.  Asa  Meech  be  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October 
next." 

At  this  meeting  a  committee  of  three  were  chosen 
to  make  provision  for  the  council,  namely,  C.ipi. 
Jesse  Perkins,  Daniel  Gary,  aud  Capt.  Howard  Cary, 
who  were  provided  for  by  Mr.  Daniel  Cary,  at  an 
expense  of  $165.58. 

Mr.  Meech  w:ia  ordained  as  a  uullrauue  pastor  with 
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Mr.  Porter,  Oct.  15,  1800,  and  coDtinued  to  preach 
till  the  death  of  Mr.  Porter,  wiiich  took  place  March 
12,  1802,  in  the  eij;hty-seventh  year  of  his  age  and 
sixty-second  of  hia  luiiiistry.  He  continued  his  labors 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Porter  until,  early  in  1811, 
he  was  requested  to  resii;n,  and  was  dismissed  by  an 
ecclesiastical  council  for  that  purpose.  His  farewell 
sermon  was  preached  Dec.  1,  ISll. 

His  ordination  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Lem- 
uel Tyler,  A.M.,  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Preston, 
Mu.ss.,  from  text,  Titus  i.  9 :  "  Huldins;  fust  the  faith- 
ful word,  as  he  hath  been  taujjht,  that  he  may  be 
able  by  sound  doctrine  both  to  exhort  and  to  con- 
vince the  j;ainsayers,"  which  was  a  very  able  dis- 
course upon  the  necessity  of  j;ospel  niini.strations,  the 
quali6cations  of  ministers,  or  what  gospel  ministers 
should  do  to  promote,  and  must  do  to  secure,  peace 
and  promote  good  order  in  the  church  ;  also  on  the 
doctrine  of  election,  justification,  and  revelation,  and 
the  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  then  goes  on, 
giving  a  sliort  exhortation  to  the  pastor,  and  then  to 
the  people.  Both  of  the  above  sermons  were  printed 
and  circulated. 

Rev.  Asa  Meech  was  son  of  Tiiomas  Meech,  born 
in  Boston,  April  20,  1775.  lie  was  not  a  college- 
educated  man,  but  in  1807  received  an  honorary 
degree  from  Brown  University.  He  was  approved 
as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  by  the  New  London 
County  Association,  in  May,  1799,  was  ordained  at 
Nortli  Bridgowater,  Oct.  15,  1800,  and  dismis.sed  in 
ISll  ;  from  thence  he  removed  to  Canterbury,  Conn., 
and  w;is  installed  Oct.  28,  1S12,  where  lie  remained 
till  the  spring  of  1822,  preaching  his  farewell  ser- 
mon May  5th.  Here  his  ministry  was  not  only  use- 
ful in  increasing  the  number  of  the  church,  but  by 
establishing  its  faith  and  order.  Towards  the  close 
of  his  pastorate,  however,  a  feeling  of  jiersonal  oppo- 
sition arose  which  rendered  his  removal  expedient. 
He  emigrated  to  Canada,  where  he  purcluused  a  farm 
near  Hull,  and  employed  liimself  thenceforth  in  its 
cultivation,  preaching  at  times,  as  opportunity  was 
ofi'ered.  He  died  Feb.  22,  1849,  at  the  age  seventy- 
four.  He  had  published  three  sermons,  one  of  which 
Was  that  on  leaving  Canterbury. 

He  nianied  (first)  Mary  DeWitt,  of  Norwich, 
April  29,1802;  (second)  Maria  DcWitt,  November, 
18(»9;  (third)  Margaret  Dockstader,  Nov.  7,  1822, 
and  had  by  the  tiiree  wives  twenty-one  children, 
many  of  whom  now  reside  in  Canada. 

Publications  of  Rev.  Asa  Meech  : 

Ordination  Sermon,  delivered  by  Rev.  Lemuel 
Tyler,  A.M.,  Oct.  15,  1800.  Colleague  pastor  with 
Rev.  John  Porter. 


Oration  by  Rev.  Asa  Meech,  delivered  iu  North 
Bridgewater,  July  4,  1805,  in  commemoration  of  the 
Anniversary  of  American  Independence. 

Valedictory  Sermon.  By  Rev.  Asa  Meech,  A.M., 
Dec.  1,  1811.  Preached  at  the  North  Church,  iu 
Bridgewater. 

Ministry  op  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington. — For 
a  third  time  this  society  were  called  to  settle  a  pastor. 
Their  next  minister  was  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington, 
who  came  from  New  London,  Conn.,  to  North 
Bridgewater  early  in  the  spring  of  1812,  and,  after 
preaching  a  few  weeks,  received  a  unanimous  call  to 
become  their  pastor.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
votes  which  were  passed  at  the  legal  meetings  of  the 
society : 

At  a  meeting  held  Dec.  23,  1811,  it  was  "voted 
that  thursday  the  19th  day  of  December  be  kept  a 
Day  of  fasting  and  prayer  for  Divine  Direction  to  a 
parson  to  settle  with  us — iu  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try, and  that  the  parish  committee  apply  to  Dr  John 
Reed,  Rev  Mr  Strong,  and  Rev  Mr  Sheldon  to  assist, 
and  that  the  committee  provide  for  them." 

March  23,  1812,  "  Voted  to  choose  a  Cunimitteo 
of  Seven  men  to  procure  a  candidate  or  candidates 
to  supply  the  pulpit,  and  made  choice  of  Gideon 
Howard  Esq,  Howard  Cary  Es<(,  Dea  Ichabod  How- 
ard, Abel  Kingman  E>q,  Dea  David  Edson,  Caleb 
Howard  Esq,  and  Capt  Zachariah  Guruey." 

A  meeting  was  held  July  13,  1S12,  •'  To  see  if  the 
Parish  are  united  in  Mr  Daniel  Huntington  as  a 
preacher  of  the  Gospell,"  it  was  "voted  unanimously 
in  favor  of  Mr  Daniel  Huntington,"  "  and  to  use 
means  to  procure  him  to  sujiply  the  pulpit  prepara- 
tory to  a  settlement."  "  Voted  that  the  Cominittce 
already  chosen  to  perform  that  Duty  use  their  dis- 
cretion either  to  apply  personally  or  by  letter." 

Aug.  17,  1812,  "Voted  to  Join  with  the  church 
to  give  Mr.  Huntington  a  Call  to  settle  with  us  in 
the  work  of  the  Sacred  Ministry;"  also  "voted  to 
oflfer  him  Seven  Hundred  Dollars  as  settlement  and 
Seven  Hundred  dollars  as  an  annual  salary,  or  Seven 
Hundred  and  fifty  Dollars,  to  be  paid  annually  so 
long  as  be  remain  our  minister."  Capt.  Jesse  Per- 
kins, Deacon  David  Edson,  Deacon  Ichabod  Iluward, 
Caleb  Howard,  E.^q.,  Howard  Cary,  Esi|.,  Joseph 
Silvester,  Esq.,  Abel  Kingman,  E.-sq.,  were  choacu  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Huntington  and  make 
him  the  above  offer,  which  was  in  the  following 
words : 

"  To  Mi:  Daniel   Huntiuytun,  Caiidiiiale  fnr   the   S\(creil  Atiii- 

"Siu,— Whereas  tho  Grate  head  of  the  Cliurch  in  liia  wise 
and  Itigliteoua  I'rovideDce  has    seen  lit  that  Ihin  church  und 
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Society  should  be  Destitute  of  a  pastor,  we  are  desirous  to  have 
the  regular  admiDistration  of  j^ospel  ordinaaces  restored  to  us, 
and  having  had  so  much  Expvrieoco  of  your  good  abilities  us 
a  gospel  preacher,  am  induced  to  hope  that  your  labors  may  be 
blest  auiong  us.  We,  therefore,  members  of  the  fourth  church 
and  congregation  in  Bridgewater,  do  hereby  give  you  solemu 
call  to  settle  with  us,  and  take  upon  you  the  sacred  office  of 
pastor  aceuriliug  to  the  regular  mode  practised  in  our  churches. 
That  you  may  be  mure  particularly  informed  of  the  doings  of 
the  pariah,  a  committee  couai^ting  uf  the  following  gcntleuien, 
viz.:  Capt.  Jesse  I'erkins,  Dea.  David  Edson,  Dea.  Ich.ibod 
Howard,  Caleb  Howard,  E:^q.,  Howard  Cary,  Esq.,  Joseph  Syl- 
vester, Em[.,  Abel  Kingman,  Esq.,  will  wait  upon  you  with  the 
votes- of  the  parish  relative  to  the  encouragement  they  offer 
you  as  an  iuduccmeut  to  settle  with  us  io  the  sacred  ministry, 
and  give  you  such  other  information  as  you  may  desire.  Your 
answer  is  requested  as  soon  as  may  be  consistent  with  a  full 
deliberation  on  so  solemn  and  important  a  Subject. 

"Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  said  Parish. 

"  Most:s  Cauy,  iluderator. 
"  Jessk  Perkins,  Pariah  Clerk. 

"BiiiDr.EWATER,  Aug.  17,  1812." 

Anuwer. 

"  To  the   Huiitbera  of  the  fourth    Church   and  Societif  in  Bridtje- 
toater : 

"Sept.  ^4,  1812. 

"BuETnuEN  ,VND  FiiiENDs:  Plaving  taken  into  serious  an<l 
prayerful  consideration  the  invitation  \Vliicl»  you  have  "-ivcn 
me  to  settle  among  you  in  the  (io.^pel  ministry,  together  with 
the  offer  which  accompanies  it,  viewing  almost  unanimous  ex- 
pression of  your  wish  and  the  pecuniary  provision  which  evinces 
its  sincerity,  as  indicative  of  the  will  of  our  divine  Master,  who 
in  his  providence  has  brought  us  together,  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  accede  to  your  proposal,  and  hold  myself  in  readi- 
ness to  Uikc  upon  mo  tho  sacred  otliccs  of  your  pastor  accordio"- 
to  the  regular  oriler  of  church  whenever  it  shall  please  the  great 
head  of  the  church  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  Presby- 
tery to  put  mo  in  trust  with  the  Gospel.  With  Regard  to  choice 
of  comjicnsatiou  which  was  left  mo  by  your  note,  I  would  in- 
form you  that  the  first  offer,  viz.:  Seven  Hundred  as  a  settle- 
ment, and  Seven  Hundred  as  an  annual  salary  is  preferred  and 
accepted. 

'■  Yet  before  the  question  of  my  settlement  among  you  is  fully 
concludc.l,  suffer  me  to  present  to  you  a  few  requests.  Which  I 
believe  it  cannot  be  incompatible  with  your  interest  to  grant, 
and,  Fiml.  It  is  my  wish  that  for  the  words  '  until  it  is  meilful 
to  procure  another  minister  in  his  room,'  which  is  annexed  as 
a  limitatiou  to  your  offer  of  a  s.ilary,  the  following  may  be  sub- 
stituted: '  During  his  ministry  among  us,'  as  tho  latter  expres- 
sion, it  is  thought  will  more  safely  guard  against  future 
misunderstanding.  .Si'ixo.k/.  I  hai  o  to  request,  for  thesame  pur- 
pose, that  my  letter  addressed  through  the  bands  of  Sihis  Pack- 
ard, Esq.,  to  the  Church  and  Society,  on  subjects  connected  with 
my  propose.l  setllemeut,  may  be  put  on  record,  that  I  may  not 
be  excluded  from  the  society  of  my  friends  and  relatives,  who 
reside  at  s-uiue  distance,  nor  be  debarred  such  recreations  as  is 
necessary  to  health.  I  luust  request  the  privilege  of  exemption 
from  pariicliial  duty  for  three  weeks  annually.  Shall  these 
requests  bo  granted  ? 

"  Brethren  and  Friends,  I  shall  cheerfully  give  myself  to  tho 
work  of  the  ministry  among  you,  confidently  hoping  that  you 
will  receive  me  in  brotherly  love,  and  constantly  exercise 
towards  me  that  christian  tenderness  and  candor,  for  which 
delicacy  and  responsibility  of  my  situation  will  so  loudly  call 
above  all,  trusting  that  you  will  notecase  to  supplicate  the  God 
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I  of  all  grace  and  consolation  that  he  would  bless  our  connection 
I   and  make  it  a  source  of  our  mutual  and  everhisting  joy. 
'  "Your  Brother  and  Servant  in  Christ, 

"  Daniel   Huntington." 

North  Parish,  Sept.  14,  1812.  "Voted  that  the 
ordiuation  be  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  October. 
Accordingly  the  Council  met  on  the  Twcnty-Eij;lith 
Day  of  October,  consisting  of  Rev.  Zedekiali  Sanj^or, 
D.D.,  of  South  Bridgewater;  Rev.  John  Reed,  D.D., 
of  West  Bridgewater;  Rev.  James  Flint,  D.D.,  of 
East  Bridgewater;  Rev.  Daniel  Tiiomaa,  of  Abinj^- 
ton ;  Rev.  Jacob  Norton,  of  Weymouth ;  Rev. 
Thomas  T.  Richmond,  of  Stougiiton  ;  Rev.  Lutiier 
Sheldon,  D.D.,  of  Easton ;  Rev.  Jonathan  Strong, 
D.D.,  of  Randolph;  Rev.  Edward  D.  Griffin,  D.D., 
of  Boston ;  Rev.  Joshua  Huntington,  of  Boston  ; 
Rev.  Abel  McEwen,  of  New  London,  Conn. ;  to- 
gether with  their  delegates,"  and  he  was  duly  in- 
stalled as  pastor  of  the  "  Fourth  Church  in  Bridge- 
water."  Rev.  Mr.  McEwen  preached  the  sermon 
from  the  text,  Nehemiah  vi.  3  :  '■  I  am  doing  a  great 
work,  so  that  I  cannot  come  down  ;  why  should  the 
work  cease  wliilst  1  leave  it,  and  come  down  to  you?" 
Rev.  Dr.  Griffin  offered  the  ordaining  prayer.  Rev. 
Dr.  Sanger  gave  the  charge.  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington, 
of  Boston,  a  brother  of  tlie  pastor-elect,  then  pa.stor 
of  the  Old  South  Church  in  Boston,  extended  the 
riglit  hand  of  fellowship. 

Of  the  success  of  Rev.  D.  Huntington's  labors 
among  this  church  and  society,  we  may  auy  that,  at 
the  time  of  his  settlement,  the  parish  was  just  reetjv- 
ering  from  the  effects  of  an  unhappy  divL-iiun.  This 
recovery,  of  course,  was  gradual ;  and  the  tiist  three 
years  may  be  considered  as  occupied  in  wearing  out 
the  prejudices  and  jealousiia  thus  excited,  so  that 
the  ordinary  means  of  grace  could  be  profitably  used. 
During  this  period  of  time  tile  ways  of  Zioii  mourned. 
In  1812  .but  one  was  received  into  the  church  on  pro- 
fession, and  one  in  1813;  in  1814,  three;  in  1815, 
one  ;  and  then  came  one  of  God's  times  to  favor  Zion. 
In  181tJ  Seventy  eight  were  added  to  the  church  (a 
full  and  interesting  account  of  this  revival  was  pub- 
lished by  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington  in  the  Boston,  Re- 
corder, June  10,  1817),  and  in  1817  ten  more  were 
added  as  the  fruits  of  the  same  harvest.  During  tiie 
whole  time  he  remained  with  this  people,  a  period  of 
twenty-one  years,  there  were  received  into  ilie  eliurch 
two  hundred  and  fifty-three  members ;  previous  to 
1820  there  were  one  hundred  and  six  members  ad- 
mitted. The  years  1830,  1831,  and  1832  were  dis- 
tinguished by  an  unusual  interest  in  this  church  and 
neighboring  churches.  During  those  years  eii;hty  .lix 
were  added. 
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As  a  consequence  of  too  frequent  services  in  his 
own  aud  neij;liboriup:  churches  llie  health  of  the 
pastor  gradually  failed,  and  he  was  obliged  to  resign 
liis  pastoral  labors,  which  he  did  by  a  letter,  which 
was  read  to  the  congregation  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hitclicock, 
of  Randolph,  March  10,  1831^,  and  calling  a  meeting 
on  tiie  19tii  of  the  sauje  month  to  act  upon  the  request. 
Agreeably  to  the  notiQcatiou  the  church  met,  and 
Kliphiilet  Kingman  ciioscn  to  preside.  After  prayer 
by  Rev.  Mr,  Huntinnton,  the  subject  of  tiic  re(|Utst 
of  the  pastor  was  considered,  and  after  careful  inquiry 
concerning  the  necessity  of  the  measure  proposed,  it 
was  "voted,  unanimously,  that  althougii  we  most  sin- 
cerely regret  the  necessity  of  the  Measure  proposed, 
yet  we  feel  con.strained  by  a  sense  of  Duty  to  our 
pastor,  and  to  tlie  cause  which  both  he  aud  we  profess 
to  love,  to  comply  with  liis  re(|uest;"  also  made  choice 
of  Deacon  Silvanus  French,  Dr.  Nathan  Perry,  and 
Heman  Packard  a  committee  to  represent  the  church 
before  the  council,  which  consisted  of  Rev.  Luther 
Sheldon,  D.D.,  First  Church  in  Easton;  Rev.  Richard 
S.  Storrs,  First  Churcii  in  Braintree  ;  Rev.  Melaiie- 
thoii  G.  Wheeler,  First  Church  iu  Abingtou  ;  Rev. 
Calvin  Hitchcock,  First  Church  in  Randolph. 

Tills  council  eouveued  at  the  house  of  the  pastor, 
March  27,  1S33,  Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs  moderator,  Rev. 
Calvin  Hitchcock  scribe.  Afterward  adjourned  to 
Col.  Edward  Soutliworth's  hall,  where  a  communica- 
tion was  read,  presented  from  the  church  and  society, 
in  which  it  was  declared  that  it  was  with  great  reluct- 
ance they  consented  to  his  dismission,  and  as  an  ex- 
pression for  tiie  pastor's  ill  health,  "Voted  that  he  be 
requested  to  accept  of  a  liberal  donation." 

The  council,  after  mature  deliberation,  voted  "that 
in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  before 
them  they  are  constrained,  with  much  reluctance,  to 
express  liieir  concurrence  with  the  parties  in  refercucc 
to  the  dismission  of  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  and  do 
consider  his  pastoral  and  ministerial  Relation  as  regu- 
larly dissolved  according  to  Ecclesiastical  order,"  and 
State  that, — 

"  Tlio  providence  of  Gud,  that  bus  so  clcailj-  iDdicuted  this 
result,  is  deeply  mysterious.  Whou  wc  rcUeot  on  tlio  un- 
iiitoiTupted  haruiony  of  feeling,  and  tlie  entire  cordiality 
of  the  iiitercour--e  and  c<»-opcration  of  the  pastor  and  the  HocU 
fur  more  than  twenty  years,  and  add  to  this  tho  fact  of  a  con- 
stantly stren;;tliel»ing  attachment,  down  lo  the  pre^e^t  time, 
and  al.-o  the  reuiembrance  of  tlie  unusual  amount  of  blc^sin;^ 
with  which  the  relation  n-tw  dissolved  has  been  attended,  we 
are  eon.-trained  to  pause  in  silent  wonder,  and  then  exclaim, 
'  Even  so,  Kather,  for  so  it  seemeth  good  in  thy  sight.'  In  pro- 
nouncing the  relation  dissolved,  we  feel  we  are  hut  declariug 
the  will  of  Heaven;  and  most  deeply  do  we  sympathize  wiih  | 
Eiieb  of  the  parties  in  this  mutual  trial.  To  the  dearly  beloved 
brother,  with  whom  we  have  so  long  walked  lo  the  house  of  , 
Ciod   in  company,  and  so  often  taken  sweet  council,  we  gi\e  a   ' 


parting  hand,  with  emotious  that  cannot  be  uttered.  We  know 
him, — we  love  him  ;  we  shall  never  forget  him  nor  hi.■^  toils,  nor 
his  sorrows,  nor  his  joys,  nor  his  paternal  sympathies,  nor  his 
rich  success  in  the  cause  of  the  Redeeiuer  ;  and  most  afi'cctiun- 
ately  do  we  commend  liiiu  as  a  faithful  brother,  and  able  min- 
ister of  the  new  testament,  a  strenuous  defender  ol  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  Saints,  and  an  iiidef itigable  laborer  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord.  Our  prayers  will  go  up  to  God  without 
ceasing,  that  he  may  be  fully  restored  to  the  services  of  the 
.Sanctuary,  and  become  tho  .Spiritual  father  and  guide  of  other 
hundreds  in  some  other  portions  of  our  Zion  ;  and  that  lie  uiay 
long  live,  and  everywhere  enjoy  tlie  .>aiiie  halloui-d  euiitidence, 
and  full  cstceiu  of  his  brethren,  which  h:ive  been  inspired  by 
his  uniform  course  of  conduct,  in  the  sphere  ut  aetioa  from 
which  he  now  departs  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  Heaven.  The 
brethren  ot  the  church  and  the  members  of  this  society  will  ac- 
cept the  assurance  of  strong  sympathy  and  unimpaired  alfcction 
on  the  part  of  tliir"  council.  There  is  no  root  of  bitterness  that 
has  sprung  up  in  an  evil  hour;  it  is  no  diniiiiiuion  of  your  love  ; 
it  is  no  spirit  of  envy  or  covetousiiess  that  has  brought  }  uu  into 
your  present  state  of  trial.  Tho  hand  of  tlie  Almighty  atlliets 
you  ;  aud  will  you  not  say,  shall  we  receive  good  at  the  baud  of 
the  Lord,  and  shall  we  not  receive  evil?  We  know,  beloved 
brethren,  that  hearts  are  ready  to  break,  and  that  }  ou  sorrow 
most  of  all,  lest  you  should  see  the  face  lif  your  beloved  pastor 
no  more.  But  while  we  cannot  chide  your  tears,  nor  wonder 
that  you  are  ready  to  inquire,  \Vhy,  Lord?  we  are  bound 
to  say  to  you,  fear  not.  The  same  God  who  gave  you  the 
treasure  iu  which  you  have  so  long  rejoiced  ;till  lives,  and 
listens  to  the  sighs  and  prayers  of  his  people;  go  to  him,  and 
he  will  sustain  and  direct  and  bless  you  still.  The  friends  of 
your  pastor  will  be  your  friends;  bis  brethren  will  be  your 
brethren;  bis  God  will  be  your  God.  Live  in  Love,  cherish 
unity  of  spirit,  and  preserve  it  ever  in  the  bonds  of  peace.  As 
your  sorrows  are  mutual,  so  shall  be  your  eunsolalioiis.  As 
your  day  is,  your  strength  shall  he.  And  hereafter,  when  the 
Sod  of  man  shall  appear  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  may  you, 
with  your  beloved  aud  faithful  pastor,  and  your  children  of 
many  generations,  stand  before  bim,  and  he.ir  from  his  lips  the 
blessing,  *  Weil  done,  good  and   faithlul  servant;  enter  ye  into 

the  joy  of  your  Lord.' 

"  UlcnAiiD  S.  Sroaiis,  iloileruioi-. 

"Calvis    IllrCill'UCK,  .ScriV-e. 

**  A  true  copy  : 

"  HkUA.'<    P.ICKARD,   CUrk." 

Rev.  Mr.  Huntington  was  afterwards  settled  fur 
several  years  over  the  South  Congregational  Church 
and  Society  at  Campello. 

Rev.  Daniel  Huntington  removed  to  New  London, 
Coun.,  and  engaged  in  teacliiug  a  private  school  of 
young  ladies,  preaching  only  occasionally,  where  he 
remained  till  called  to  settle  at  Campillo,  Ma.v-;.,  Jan. 
1,  1840. 

Ministry  OF  Rev.  William  Tuo.\irso.\. — Ag;iin, 
after  the  lapse  of  twenty-one  yeais,  is  this  society 
called  upon  to  till  a  vacancy  in  their  pulpit,  causi  d 
by  the  dismission  of  Rev.  D.  Huntington.  March 
19,  1833,  "  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  five  to 
supply  with  preaching,"  and  Darius  Liitleliild,  He- 
man  Packard,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Bcals,  Lieut,  h^plir.iiin 
Cule,  and  Deacon  Sylvanus  French  were  cliosi.n  said 
committee. 
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June  13,  1833.  At  a  meeting:  of  the  parish,  held 
this  day,  "  Voted  to  give  Rev.  William  Thompson  a 
call  to  settle  with  theui  as  their  pastor."  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, however,  wishinp;  for  time  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter, E;ave  liis  deci.sion  July  24th,  accepting'  the  iiivi- 
tatiun  of  the  society,  and  tiiey  "voted  to  have  the 
ordination  Sept.  IS,  1833."  (Afterwards  eiiangcd  to 
the  17th.) 

Acciiidingly,  an  ecclesiastical  council  was  held  at 
the  house  of  Silas  Packard,  E>f|  ,  September  17tli, 
at  nine  o'clock  a.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  ordaining  Mr. 
Thompsiin,  which  consisted  of  the  followinn-: 

Rev.  Joel  H.  Lindsoy,  of  Park  Street  Church, 
Boston  ;   Zacharial)  Gurney,  delegate. 

Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock,  D.D.,  West  Randolph; 
Ezekiel  French,  delegate. 

Rev.  David  Brigham,  East  Randolph ;  Ezra 
Thayer,  delegate. 

Rev.  Baalis  Sanford,  Union  Church,  East  and  West 
Bridgewater  ;   Samuel  Rider,  delegate. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  Trinitarian  Church,  Bridge- 
water  ;   I=aac  Fobes,  delegate. 

Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  Eastuu  ;  Giles  Randall,  del- 
egate. 

Rev.  Jolin  Codman,  Dorchester ;  Deacon  Charles 
Howe,  delegate. 

Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  New  London,  Conn, 
(former  pastor). 

The  council  proceeded  to  examine  the  papers  as 
laid  before  them,  and  receiving  testimonials  of  Mr. 
Thompson's  churcii-standiug  and  theological  studies, 
with  his  approbation  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  ex- 
amining him  as  to  his  views  and  acquaintance  with 
experimental  religion,  and  becoming  fully  satisfied 
wiih  them,  it  was  "  voted  unanimously  to  proceed  to 
ordain  him." 

The  fullowing  was  the  order  of  exercises : 

1,  voluntary,  by  the  choir;  2,  anthem;  3,  intro- 
ductory jirayer,  by  Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  of  Bridge- 
water;  4,  hymn, — "There  is  a  stream,  whose  gentle 
flow  ;"  .'),  -ermon,  by  Rev.  Joel  H.  Lindsey,  of  Park 
Street  Church,  Button,  text,  2  Cor.  ii.  lU,  "  And 
who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?"  6,  ordaining 
prayer,  by  Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock.  D.D.,of  Randolph  ; 
7,  hymn,  tune  "Old  Hundred," — 

"  Ureiit  Lorii  of  nnguls,  wc  oiloro 

Tho  jjriiee  iliiit  builjs  thy  courts  below; 
.-Villi  tbrough  ten  tbnusiind  sons  of  light, 
Stojis  to  legiirj  wbiit  iiiortiila  Jo. 

"  AiiiiJ.-t  tlic  wii^tcs  of  tiiiio  aiiJ  ili;;ith, 
SuL•^;l.•^'^i^•o  |):iatori  thou  ilost  riiiai!, 
Thy  i:ha.ri;e  to  ket-p,  thy  hiiuso  to  guide, 
Aud  form  II  pLoiilu  lor  thy  praiao. 


"At  length,  dismiased  from  fouble  clay, 
Thy  aervunts  join  th'  angeliu  bund; 
With  ihem,  through  distant  worlda  they  Hy  ; 
With  tbcin  before  thy  presence  stand. 

"Oh,  glorious  hope!  oh,  blest  employ  ! 
Swtct  lenitive  of  grief  and  care! 
When  shall  wo  reach  those  radiant  courts, 
And  all  their  joy  and  honor  share? 

"  Yet  while  these  labora  we  pursue, 

Thus  distant  from  thy  lieiivenly  throne, 
Give  us  a  zeal  and  love  like  theirs. 

And  half  their  heaven  shall  here  be  known." 

8,  charge  to  pastor,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington;  9, 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  Baalis  Sanford,  of 
East  Bridgewater;  10,  address  to  the  church  and 
society,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington;  11,  anthem, — 
"  Let  us,  with  the  joyful  mind ;"  12,  concluding 
prayer,  by  Rev.  David  Brigham,  of  East  Randolph  ; 
13,  doxology, — "  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings 
flow ;"  14,  benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

The  day  was  unusually  pleasant,  and  the  exercises 
very  interesting  and  satisfactory  to  all  present. 

Mr.  Thompson  continued  with  this  people  but  a 
shoit  time,  owing  to  a  pressing  call  from  a  new  theo- 
logical seminary  at  East  Wind.sor,  Conn.,  which  he 
received  in  September,  1834,  and  which,  after  one 
refusal  and  another  urgent  call,  he  was  led  to  accept, 
and  where  he  now  labors  as  "  Professor  of  Biblical 
Literature,"  at  East  Windsor,  Conn.  The  council 
called  for  advice  in  relation  to  the  request  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Tliompsun  for  dismission,  convened  at  the  house 
of  Silas  Packard,  Esq.,  Sept.  4,  1834,  and  consisted 
of  the  following  persons: 

Those  chosen  by  the  pastor  were, — 

Rev.  John  Codman,  D.D.,  of  Dorchester;  Rev. 
Daniel  Dana,  D  D.,  of  Newbury  port,  Mass.;  Rev. 
George  W.  Blagden,  D.D.,  of  Salem  Street  Church, 
Boston ;  Rev.  Elisha  Fisk,  of  Wrentham,  Mass. ; 
Rev.  Lyman  Matthews,  of  Braintree. 

Those  appointed  by  the  church  and  society  were  as 
follows  : 

Rev.  Warren  Fay,  D.D.,  of  Charlostowu,  JIass. ; 
Rev.  S.  Gile,  of  Milton  ;  Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  of  Medway, 
Mass. ;  Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes,  of  New  Bedford, 
Ma.'-s. ;   Rev.  Erastus  Maltby,  of  Taunton,  Mass. 

The  claims  of  the  seminary  were  strongly  urired  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Tyler,  president  of  the  institution,  in  behalf 
of  the  tru.-tees,  and  the  claims  of  the  bociety  and 
church  were  represented  by  Rev.  Calvin  Ililchcoek, 
D.l).,  of  Randolph,  in  a  very  able  manner.  The 
council,  after  coui-iderable  discussion  and  delibera- 
tion, "  voted  that  the  relation  between  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Thomp.son  and  the  Church  be  dissolved."     The 
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society  held  a  meetiog  Sept.  5,  1834,  and  "voted  to 
accept  of  tlie  report  of  the  Cuuocil,"  wliich  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  The  removal  of  settlod  pastors  from  tbeir  chivrgcs  cndunijera 
ID  a  high  de^^ree  the  best  interests  of  the  churches,  and  is  not 
to  be  encourage"!  except  wliere  circumstances  seem  clearly  and 
imperiously  lo  demand  it.  Such  circumstances  in  the  pre.tent 
iuteresting  state  uf  the  world,  when  so  much  is  duing  for  the 
cause  of  Christ,  must  be  expected  to  occur.  And  when  they  do, 
are  to  be  met  with  a  spirit  uf  expanded  Ijcncvulunce,  buth  by 
ciiurches  and  their  pastors.  Especially  shuuld  this  be  the  case 
when  the  Theological  .Seminaries  of  our  land  call  upon  us  for 
those  who,  by  talent,  experience,  iict|Uisitiuns,  ;iud,  more  than 
J.II,  by  pructical  piety,  are  needed  to  instruct  those  who  are  to 
be  under  shepherds  of  the  flocks  of  tlie  Redeemer.  In  yield- 
ing up  their  pastors  to  such  claims,  when  clearly  and  affection- 
ately presented,  the  churches  emphatically  give,  and  have  given, 
to  them  again  iu  full  measure,  pressed  down  and  running 
over. 

"  When  other  pustors  sent  forth  by  the  instrumentality  of  him 
who  was  onco  their  own,  becoming  willing  aud  ctlicient  work- 
men in  many  i)arts  of  the  Lord's  vineyard,  such  is  the  call  now 
made  upon  this  beloved  church  by  one  of  these  institutions, 
and  the  council  would  affectionately  suggest  that  in  cousidoriiig 
this  call  it  is  important  that  the  church  should  contemplate  tho 
relations  to  the  vital  interests  of  the  whole  of  Zion  sustained  by 
such  seminaries,  and  reflect  also  upon  the  fact  that  us  they  are 
dependent  in  a  great  measure  on  such  institutions  for  faithful 
workmeu.  who  shall  go  forth  and  roup  the  harvest  of  the  world 
now  white  for  their  entrance,  it  becomes  them  to  cherish  toward 
them  no  common  interest,  but  to  be  ready  to  sii^ftain  them  by 
tbeir  most  earnest  endeavors.  Especially  should  this  be  the  cade 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  instructors  in  these  seminaries, 
since  they  are  to  teach  those  who  are  to  ho  future  pastors,  should 
be  previously  taught  themselves  in  tho  held  of  practical  hibor, 
mid  mu>t  therefore  geiieially  come  from  our  chuichcs.  Im- 
pres:-ed  with  such  ^-entinients,  this  council  do  advise  this  church 
to  acriuicsce  in  the  late  decision  uf  their  beloved  pastor,  and 
resign  him  to  what  he  believes  to  be  the  call  of  the  great  Head 
of  the  church. 

**Sume  of  the  council  dcHiru  it  to  be  stated  that  they  have 
notnc  to  this  decision  without  deciding  on  the  merits  of 
the  Theological  Institute  of  Connecticut,  but  solely  on  tho 
ground  of  Mr.  Thompson's  strong  conviction  of  duty,  and 
would  express  their  opiuion  that  but  for  such  a  conviction  now 
putiliciy  and  clearly  expresncd,  he  might  still  bo  more  useful 
ill  ihis  present  sphere  of  labor.  Tlio  council  recommend  tliat 
the  adoption  of  this  result  should  be  understood  by  the  church 
and  society  as  dissolving  thu  connection  bctwetm  them  and 
their  beloved  pa.->tur ;  aud  in  announcing  this  result  they 
wi^li  to  express  their  strong  sympathy  in  the  self-denial  tho 
eontemplaled  aeparatiun  must  cost  them,  and  to  ;usnru  tlieui  of 
tlu'ir  fervent  prayers  in  their  behalf.  To  this  people  it  may  bu 
dillicult  to  resign  a  pastor  to  whom  ihuir  attachment  is  so 
.'^troDg,  and  iu  whom  conlideucu  is  so  entire.  This  trial  Deems 
to  be  aggravatetl  by  dis.-'olving  this  happy  relation  so  soon  after 
it  liad  been  formed.  All  this  thu  council  most  deeply  fuel,  yut 
we  contidc  in  find  to  sustain  and  guide  you  in  this  day  of  your 
alMiction.  And  here  our  conlidenco  in  your  future  course  a,nd 
prospects  is  greatly  strengthened  by  a  recolleotion  of  your  una- 
uiiuily  in  tho  changes  through  which  you  have  passed,  while 
we  commend  you  to  the  great  Head  uf  thu  church,  we  fer- 
vently pray  that  you  may  remain  of  one  mind,  and  soon  be 
perfectly  united  in   another  pastor,  who   shall    guide  you  aud 


your  children  to  that  rest  where  the  pain  of  separation  shall  bo 
known  no  more. 

'•JoBN    CooMAN,  MuiUratur. 

"  EUASTL'S  Maltbv,  .Vcz-iie. 
"  A  true  copy  of  the  original  result. 

*'  ERAaTua  Maltby,  Scribe. 

Ministry  of  Rev.  Paul  Coucu. — At  a  lueeting 
of  the  society  held  July  20,  1835,  it  was  ^^  voted  to 
unite  with  the  Church  in  i^iviiig  Rev.  Paul  Coucli  a 
Call  to  settle  with  us  iu  the  ministry,  not  one  dis- 
senting vote."  Also,  "  Voted  that  we  otl'cr  the  llev. 
Mr.  Couch  an  annual  Salary  of  Seveu  Hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  aud  also  a  Gift  of  One  Hundred  and 
fifty  dollars." 

August  9th.  "  Chose  a  committee  of  five  to  con- 
fer with  Mr.  Couch  and  agree  upon  a  council.  Capt. 
Jeremiah  Beala,  Eliphalet  Kingman,  Esti-,  Jesse  Per- 
kina,  Esq.,  Nahum  Perkins,  and  Deacon  Sylvauus 
French  were  selected  for  that  purpose,  who  agreed 
upun  the  following  persons  : 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  Trinitarian  Cliurch,  Bridge- 
water;   Cornelius  Ilohues,  delegate. 

Rev.  Baalis  Sanford,  Union  Church,  East  and 
West  Bridgewater;   Deacon  John  Soule,  delegare. 

Rev.  James  W.  Ward,  First  Cliurch  in  Abington  ; 
Richard  Vining,  delegate. 

Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock,  West  Randolph  ;  Ezekiel 
French,  delegate. 

Rev.  David  Brigham,  East  Ptundolph  ;  Tliaddens 
French,  delegate. 

Rev.  Erastus  Maltby,  Trinitarian,  Taunton  ;  George 
B.  Atwood,  delegate. 

Rev.  John  Codman,  Second  Congregational  Ciiurch, 
Dorchester;   Deacon  Charles   Howe,  delegate. 

Rev.  David  Sanford,  Ditrchester. 

Rev.  Samuel  Gile,  D.D.,  Milton. 

Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  D.D.,  Braintrce. 

Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  New  London,  Conn, 
(former  pastor). 

Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  D.D.,  First  Church,  Easton  ; 
Caleb  Pratt,  delegate. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  7,  1835,  being  the  day  agreed 
upon  for  his  installation,  Col.  Nathan  Jones,  Capt. 
Jeremiah  Beais,  and  Jesse  Perkins  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  make  arrangements  for  that  day. 

The  following  waa  the  order  of  exercises: 

1,  voluntary,  by  the  choir  ;  2,  anthem,  by  Haydn, — 
"  Wake  the  Song  of  Jubilee  ;"  !>,  introductory  prayer, 
by  Rev.  Erastu.s  Maltby;  4,  original  hyiun,  by  their 
former  pastor.  Rev.  D.  Huntington  : 

*'  Herald  of  our  Saviour  God, 

Woloome,  welcome,  in  his  numo  ! 

Sound  hifl  wondi'ous  grace  ahroad ; 

All  hia  boundtcas  love  proclaim. 
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"Sinnera  renewed — lost — defiled, 
Sliali  the  joyful  news  receive: 
Cleansed,  restored,  and  reconciled, 
Bless  his  holy  name,  und  live. 

"  To  each  bruised  and  bleeding  heart, 
Gileiid'6  healing  balm  apply; 
Hope  to  trembling  souU  impart; 
Wipe  the  tear  from  sorrow's  eye. 

'*  Through  Emanuel'a  favored  land, 
Sound  ttie  trump  of  Jubilee! 
Bid  the  prisoD-doors  expand; 

Hail  the  ransomed  captives  free;*' 

5,  sermon,  by  Rev.  John  Codman,  D.D. ;  6,  conse- 
cratiog  prayer,  by  Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  D.D. ;  7, 
original  bymn,  by  Rev.  D.  Huntington  : 

"Asoended  Saviour,  thee  we  praise, 

For  all  thy  truth  and  kindness  shown, 
Accept  the  lionors  that  we  raise, 

And  smile  upon  us  from  thy  throne. 

"Yea,  from  that  glorious  throne  come  down; 
Here  with  thy  church  vouchsafe  to  stay, 
And  let  thy  constant  presence  crown 
The  joys  of  this  auspicious  day  ! 

"Still  let  our  faith  expect  and  prove 

Th'  exhaustless  bounty  of  thy  hand; 
And  while  wo  taste  thy  richest  love, 
Our  heart  with  gratitude  expand. 

"A  double  portion  of  thy  grace 
On  this  thy  messenger  bestow; 
And  'neath  the  siiioing  of  thy  face, 
Let  his  with  heavenly  lustre  glow. 

*' Grant  him  these  num'ruus  souls  to  bear, 

As  trophies  of  his  faithful  love,— 

Seals  of  his  high  commissiun  hero, — 

Gema  in  his  crown  of  joy  above. 

"  Then  to  thy  great  and  holy  name, 

Pastor  and  Hock,  through  endless  days, 
Thy  truth  and  mercy  shall  proclaim, 
lu  rapt'rous  songs  of  grateful  praise." 

8,  charge  to  tlie  pastor,  by  Rev.  Samuel  Gile,  of 
Milton;  9,  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  Baalis 
Sanford ;  10,  address  to  the  church  and  society,  by 
Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock;  11,  anthem,  by  Mozart, — 
"Hallelujah,  Amen  ;"  ^  12,  concluding  prayer,  by 
Rev.  Ebenczer  Gay  ;  13,  benediction,  by  Rev.  Paul 
Couch. 

Rev.  Mr.  Couch  continued  to  preach  the  gospel 
to  this  people  in  all  its  simplicity,  and  with  marked 
ability,  freedom,  and  candor, — ^uch  as  had  its  de^iircd 
eifcut  upon  tliu  community  in  which  he  moved, — till 
May  8,  1859,  when  he  asked  to  be  relieved  from  his 
pastoral  labors,  which  request  was  granted  July  1, 
1859,  and  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 

*  The  music  on  that  occasion  was  conducted  by  Thomas  J. 
Gurncy,  and  was  of  the  highest  order,  and  the  other  exercises 
were  highly  gratifying  to  a  large  and  attentive  audience. 


people  may  be  seen  iu  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  passed  by  the  church  at  a  meeting  held  on  that 
day : 

"  Heaolvtd,  That  while  in  view  of  the  circumstances  set  forth 
by  our  pastor  in  his  oommuoication  as  the  reasons  which,  in  his 
opinion,  render  it  expedient  that  he  go  away,  and  which  have 
induced  him  to  request  his  release  from  his  pastoral  charge  over 
this  church  and  society  and  people,  we  have  at  a  previous 
meeting,  reluctantly  recorded  our  assent  to  his  request.  And 
we  esteem  it  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves,  and  to  him,  to 
say  that  in  taking  this  step  we  defer  to  his  judgment,  and  con- 
sult his  express  wishes,  and  are  not  led  to  it  by  any  disattection 
on  our  part. 

**  We  still  appreciate  those  traits  in  his  character  which,  mani- 
fested among  us,  woo  fur  him  our  affection  and  regard,  and  we 
will  cheerfully  bear  testimony,  unitedly,  to  that  high  mental 
culture,  that  maturity  of  judgment,  that  siocertty,  earnestness, 
and  fearlessness,  in  declaring  from  the  pulpit  the  counsels  of 
God  ;  that  ready  sympathy  with  the  alHicted  and  sorrowful 
among  his  people,  and  that  love  and  known  consistency  of  his 
daily  life  with  his  office  oa  minister  of  Christ,  which  have  con- 
strained us  always  to  esteem  with  respect  and  reverence  bis 
teachings,  and  to  submit  with  love  and  confidence  to  his  guid- 
ance ;  and  when  in  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  separation  all  these 
things  are  vividly  brought  to  mind  concerning  our  beloved  pas- 
tor, it  is  not  without  painful  misgivings  that  we  consent  to  the 
sundering  of  those  ties  which,  for  the  period  of  twenty-four 
years,  bound  him  to  this  church  and  people. 

"  JienulveUf  If  such  separation  takes  place,  we  tender  our 
pastor  assurances  of  our  wishes  and  our  prayers  for  his  welfare, 
wherever  be  may  be  called  to  labor,  and  express  the  liope  that 
his  labors  here  may  prove  to  him  as  he  goes,  and  to  us  who 
remain,  nut  only  a  present  memory,  but,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
a  means  and  a  pledge  of  a  happy  reunion  of  church  aud  pastor 
in  a  better  world." 

With  a  view  to  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Couch,  an 
ecclesiastical  council  was  called  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  and  acting  upon  the  request  of  their  pastor 
for  a  dissolution  of  his  connection  with  the  church 
and  society,  which  meeting  was  held  July  19,  1S59. 
The  council  was  as  follows  : 

Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D,,  of  Braintrec  ;  Eliaha 
French,  delegate. 

Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  D.D.,  of  Braiutree;  Levi  W. 
Hobart,  delegate. 

Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood,  of  Campello  ;  Josiah  W. 
Kingman,  delegate. 

Rev.  Ezekiel  Russell,  D.D.,  of  East  Randolph ; 
John  Adams,  delegate. 

After  liearing  the  statement  of  the  pascor  request- 
ing his  dismission,  and  the  statements  of  the  church 
and  society,  who  very  reluctantly  yielded  their  as.sent. 
the  council  voted  : 

**  That  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  .strong  convic- 
tions and  preference  of  the  pastor,  and  the  assent,  though  re- 
luctant, of  the  church  and  society^  it  is  expedient  tliat  tho 
ministerial  and  pastoral  relation  of  the  Uev.  Paul  Couch  to  the 
First  Church  and  Society  in  North  Bridgewater  be  di.ssolved, 
tho  dissolution  to  take  etfect,  or  the  relation  tu  terminate,  the 
first  day  of  August,  1359. 
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**Id  Cuming  to  this  result  the  council  cunnot  wilbbuld  the 
expressiuQ  of  tbetr  deep  re^^ret  that  a  connectiuo  tbat  bas  so 
long  existed,  been  so  ausfiicious  tu  bulb  pastor  and  people, 
scaled  by  utfusions  of  tbe  Eternal  Spirit,  ceiueoted  by  mutual 
affection  and  esteem,  and  so  productive  of  permanent  good  to 
tbe  cause  of  truth  and  tbe  honor  of  Christ  in  the  world,  should 
be  thus  sundered.  Deeming  themselves  incoui])eteot  to  judge 
of  tbe  validity  of  all  tbe  reasons  fur  tbe  cuurse  pursued,  and 
trusting  much  to  tbu  sound  discretion  and  judgment  of  tbe 
paitics  themselves,  this  cuuncil  still,  in  view  of  all  tbe  circum- 
stances, seem  constrained  to  acfjuiesce  in  what  seems  to  be  tbe 
leadings  uf  rrovideuce.  'Ibis  cuuncil  deeply  i-egret  tbe  se(jara- 
tion  frum  one  whoso  ui-banity,  large  experience,  and  Cbristiaii 
kindness  and  wisdom  have  ever  done  so  much  to  enlighten  and 
cheer  ministerial  intercourse  in  all  its  connections.  'Ibey 
tberef()re  commend  tbe  Uev.  Paul  Couch  to  the  churches  of 
Christ,  as  one  rich  in  ministerial  experience,  able,  gifted,  faith- 
ful, and  beloved,  with  no  blemish  on  either  bis  Christian  or 
ministerial  reputation.  This  cuuncil  alsu  commend  this  dear 
church  fur  tbe  aacrilice  they  have  uiade  for  the  cause  of  truth, 
and  tbe  prosperity  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  tliis  place. 
They  commund  them  for  the  aflection  and  kindness  they  have 
shown  to  their  pastor,  their  defereneo  to  bis  wislies,  their  pro- 
vision for  his  wants.  They  would  urge  them  also  to  a  settle- 
ment of  the  gospel  ministry  among  themselves  as  soon  as  cir- 
cumstances will  allow  it,  and  to  a  persevei'ance  in  the  cause 
hitherto  pursued. 

"  They,  finally,  deeply  sympathize  with  them  in  their  separa- 
tion fi-om  a  pastor  that  has  been  so  long  and  so  justly  respected 
anil  bebu'cd,  and  commend  them  in  their  disappointment  to  the 
care  of  the  Shepherd  of  Israel. 

"  lliCHAito  S.  Stohus,  Modenitur. 
"EZKKIKI.   RUSSKLL,  Scribe. 
"  A  true  copy  of  the  doings  of  tbe  council. 

"  E.  RiTSSELL,  Scribe. 

"  NoitTii   Bmor.EWATKii,  July  19,  1859." 

Rev.  Mr.  CouL-li  pruuclieil  liis  farewell  discourse 
July  31,  1859. 

Oil  Monday  eveiiiiii;  fullowiug  a  large  uutuber  of 
the  society  and  friends  came  toj^etlier  iu  tlie  vesti- 
bule of  the  church  fur  the  purpose  of  presentincj  him 
and  his  family  tokens  of  their  regard  to  tlieui.  A 
gold  watch  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  money  were 
presented  to  Mr.  Couch,  a  silver  goblet  and  a  set  of 
spoons  to  Mrs.  Couch,  and  a  .splendid  guitar  to  their 
daiiL'hter,  Miss  Harriet  K.  Couch,  who  had  sung  in 
their  choir  for  many  years. 

From  North  Briilgewater,  Rev.  Mr.  Couch  re- 
moved to  North  Cambridge,  Mass.,  wiieie  he  received 
an  invitation  to  preach.  Here  also  the  people  had 
taken  po.-iscssioii  of  tiie  house  he  was  to  occupy  by 
stoi-kiii^  it  Well  with  a  year's  sujiply  of  provisions. 

llev.  i'aul  Couch  was  born  in  Ncwburyport, 
Juni:  21,  ISOo;  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  till  the  age  of  si.vtcen  years,  attending 
one  year  in  a  private  academy  ;  entered  the  Fresh- 
man cla.ss  in  Dartmouth  College,  N.  II.,  1820;  grad- 
uated in  1823  ;  studied  three  years  iu  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Aiidovcr,  Mass.  ;  commenced  preacliiug 
in  tlie  fall  of  1S2(J  ;   first  ordained  at  West  Newbury, 


Mass.,  in  March,  1827  ;  married  Miss  Harriette 
Tyler,  of  Griswold,  Conn.,  May  28,  1827  ;  settled  at 
Bethlehem,  Conn.,  in  1829  ;  left  there  in  1834,  and  was 
installed  in  North  Bridgewater  in  October,  1835,  and 
dismissed  at  his  own  request,  after  a  service  of  twenty- 
four  years,  in  1859.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
preaching  in  North  Cambridge  one  year,  and  in  vari- 
ous places,  and  now,  iu  1805,  has  been  preaching  at 
Stooington,  Conn.,  for  upwards  of  a  year.  They  have 
had  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living, — 
the  oldest  son  living  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ;  second  .sou 
is  in  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island  ;  third  i.s  in  the 
Eighteenth  Regiment  of  Connecticut  Volunteers ; 
fourth  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1801  ; 
his  daughter  is  married,  and  resides  in  Jcwctt  City, 
Conn. 

Publications  of  Rev.  Paul  Couch  : 

Two  sermons,  preached  Dec.  23,  1849.  Publi.-ihcd 
by  Damrell  &  Moore,  Boston,  1849. 

Temperance  sermons  on  difl'crent  occasions. 

Sermon  preached  at  the  funeral  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Thomas,  former  pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  in  Abington,  on  Friday,  J;in.  8,  1847.  Pub- 
lished by  T.  R.  Marvin,  1847. 

Sermon  preached  in  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Stonington,  Conn..  Aug.  G,  1803,  on  na- 
tional thanksgiving. 

MiNiSTiiY  OP  Rev.  Nathaniel  B.  Bl.\ncii.\iii>. 
— Immediately  after  tho  dismission  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Couch,  an  invitation  was  given  to  Rev.  N.  B.  Blanch- 
ard,  a  native  of  Abington,  Mass.,  who  had  been 
preaching  for  three  years  at  Plymouth,  to  supply 
their  pulpit  i'or  one  year,  commencing  the  liist  Sab- 
bath in  August,  1859.  After  this  term  had  expired 
they  had  become  so  attached  to  him  as  a  preaclier, 
and  finding  him  to  be  a  man  of  ability,  he  received  a 
call  June  12,  1801,  to  settle  with  them  as  their 
pastor;  which  call  he  accepted  Aug.  4,  ISOl,  and 
was  installed  Sept.  IS,  1801.  The  council  consisted 
of  Rev.  T.  Stowe,  of  New  Bedford  ;  Rev.  Ilcniy  IJ. 
Ilooker,  D.D.,  of  Boston;  Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  D.D., 
of  Braintree ;  Rev.  H.  D.  Walker,  of  Abiiij;ton  ; 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Mills,  of  the  Porter  Church  in  North 
Bridgewater;  and  Rev.  Stephen  G.  Dodd,  of  East 
Randolph  ;  Rev.  James  P.  Terry,  of  South  Wey- 
mouth. 

After  the  business  meeting  and  examintitioii  of  the 
papers  of  the  p;istor-elect,  the  council  proceeded  to 
the  services  of  installation,  commencing  ai  one  and  a 
half  o'clock  P.M.,  with  the  following  order  of  e^ier- 
ciscs :  1,  voluntary;  2,  reading  of  the  Scriptures 
'  and  prayer,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Stowe  ;  3,  hymn;  4,  ser- 
'  moil,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hooker,  D.D. ;  5,  installing  prayer, 
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by  Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  D.D. ;  6,  anthem  ;  7.  cliaij;e  | 
to  the  pastor,  hy  Rev.  H.  D.  Walker;   8,  right  hand  j 
of  fellow>hip,  by  Rev.  Charles  L.   Mills  ;  9,  charge 
to  the  people,  by  Rev.  S.   G.   Dodd  ;   10,  prayer,  by 
R.  J.   P.  Terry;   11,  hymn;   12,  benediction   by  the 
pastor. 

The  sermon  on  this  occasion  is  said  to  have  been 
an  able  and  interesting  exposition  of  the  relations 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  the  human  conscience,  and 
the  other  services  were  of  an  interesting  nature.  Mr. 
Blanchard  continued  his  labors  of  love  to  this  people 
until  the  month  of  August,  1862,  when,  his  health 
failing,  he  relinquished  his  labors  for  a  season  to 
travel,  that  he  might  recover.  He  was  on  his  way  to 
Plymouth,  N.  H.,  stopping  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  became 
worse,  and  there  died,  Aug.  7,  1862.  His  remains 
were  brought  to  his  church,  where  funeral  services 
Were  attended  by  Rev.  H.  D.  Walker,  of  East  Abing- 
tOD,  August  9th  ;  and  afterwards  his  body  was  taken 
to  Kdgariown  for  burial. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church,  held  soon  after  the 
funeral,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed,  ex- 
pressive of  their  feelings  at  his  decease : 

"  WiiKUK.vs,  Almighty  Qod,  by  his  inscrutable  Providence, 
has  removed  from  us  our  beloved  pastor,  Uev.  Nuthaniu)  B. 
Biiinch»rd,  by  deiith, — 

*'  litHolvil^  That  we  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  great  loss  we 
have  su:^laitied  by  beiug  deprived  of  his  instructive,  fuitliful, 
earnest,  and  zealous  ministrations;  that  we  received  him  as  a 
man  after  God's  own  heart;  that  we  loved  bim  as  uur  pastor 
and  our  friend;  and  we  would  honor  his  memory  as  that  of  one 
endeared  lo  us  by  the  most  holy  iis.-^ociations. 

"  Itenolffil,  That  in  all  the  civil  and  social  relations,  while  he 
sustained  the  ilignity  of  bis  profession  and  sacred  otlico,  Mr. 
R.,  by  the  gntce  and  urbanity  of  his  demeanor,  won  the  respect 
and  ulTeetionate  regard  of  all  the  members  of  the  community  in 
which  be  moved. 

"  lietolofd.  That  we  heartily  sympathize  with  his  family  in 
this  the  sad  hour  of  their  bereavement. 

'*  Jii-8oliefl,  That  the  loregoing  resolutions  be  published  in 
the  Xin  tli  fii  iU'jciottlcf  GiizKtte,  and  also  that  a  copy  of  the  same 
be  sent  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased. 

"  llKNIlY    IIOWAHD,   Clerk." 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Bailey  Blanchard  was  born  in  Ab- 
ington,  Ma.ss.,  July  16,  1827.  In  1848  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Congregatiotial  Church  in  East  Ab- 
ingtoii ;  in  1S53  graduated  at  Amherst  College ;  in 
18or>  he  completed  his  theological  course  at  Bangor, 
Me. ;  July  15,  1856,  he  was  ordaitied  to  the  Christiau 
ministry  of  Edgarlown,  Mass.  While  at  this  place 
he  was  married.  Ho  became  a  pastor  of  the  Pilgrim 
Church  in  Plymouth,  Mas.s.,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  On  Sept.  IS,  1861,  he  was  installed  as  pastor 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  North  Bridge- 
water.  While  preaching  at  that  place  his  health 
failed  him,  and  he  became  unable  to  perform  the  ser- 


vices incumbent  upon  a  pastor.  He  started  on  a 
journey  for  his  health,  and,  on  his  way  to  Plymouth, 
N.  H.,  stopping  at  Concord,  grew  worse,  and  died 
Aug,  7,  1862,  aged  thirty-five  years.  He  was  a  man 
universally  loved  and  respected  wherever  he  went, 
and  from  his  youth  was  a  thoughtful  boy,  with  high 
aims  and  noble  purposes,  faithful  in  all  the  minor 
duties,  and  true  in  all  the  social  and  fraternal  rela- 
tions. He  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  enter- 
ing with  a  heart  full  of  zeal  and  love  upon  his  work, 
— his  joy  of  preaching  Christ.  Sincerity,  kindness, 
and  the  constraining  love  of  Christ  shone  forth  in  all 
his  walk. 

MiNisTEY  OP  Rev.  Edwakd  L.  Clark. — After 
the  decease  of  Rev.  Mr.  Blanchard,  the  pulpit  was 
supplied  by  various  ministers,  among  whom  was  Mr. 
Clark.  At  a  meeting  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  held  April  11,  1863,  it  was  unanimously 
voted  to  give  Mr.  Edward  L.  Clark  a  call  to  become 
their  pastor;  which  call  he  accepted,  and  was  installed 
Sept.  22,  1863. 

The  following  churches  were  invited  to  the  installa- 
tion of  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  viz. : 

Porter  Evangelical  Church,  Brockton  :  Rev.  Sam- 
uel H.  Lee,  pastor ;  David  Howard,  delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church,  Campello :  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Wood,  pastor ;  George  Sawyer,  delegate. 

Trinitarian  Church  of  Bridgewater  :  Rev.  E. 
Douglas,  pastor. 

Union  Church  of  East  Bridgewater :  Rev.  N.  H. 
Broughton,  pastor ;  Galen  R.  Richards,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Stoughton  :  Ebenezer  Drake,  dele- 
gate. 

First  Church  of  Randolph :  Ebenezer  Aldeu, 
M.D.,  delegate. 

Second  Church  of  Randolph  :  Rev.  S.  G.  Dodd, 
pastor;  Deacon  T.  W.  Whititig,  delegate. 

Winthrop  Church  of  Holbrook :  Rev.  Ezekiel 
Russell,  pastor ;   Deacon  Moses  French,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Abington :  Rev.  Frederick  R. 
Abbe,  pastor ;  Deacon  John  A.  King,  delegate. 

Second  Church  of  Abington  :  William  P.  Cottrell, 
delegate. 

Third  Church  of  Abington :  Rev.  Horace  D. 
Walker,  pastor ;  Levi  Reed,  delegate. 

Second  Church  of  Weytnouth  :  Rev.  J.  P.  Terry, 
pastor  ;  William  Dyer,  delegate. 

Uuiou  Church  of  Weymouth  :  Rev.  S.  H.  Hayes, 
pa:jtor ;   Betijamin  Ells,  delegate. 

South  Church  of  Braiutree :  Rev.  L.  R.  Eastman, 
pastor  ;  Paul  Wild,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Braintree  :  Deacon  Elias  Hayward, 
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Harvard  Congregatioual  Cliurch  of  Biooklini; : 
Rev.  J.  Lewis  Dimau,  pastor;  Deacon  Joho  N. 
Turner,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Somerville  :  Rev. 
David  Temple  Packard,  pastor  ;  Deacon  Jesse  Lovett, 
delegate. 

Park  Street  Church  of  Boston  :  Rev.  Andrew  L. 
Stone,  pastor  ;   Jlartin  L.  Keith,  delegate. 

Second  Church  of  Dorchester :  Rev.  James  H. 
Means,  pastor ;  Stephen  Wales,  delegate. 

The  following  ministers  were  present  by  special 
invitation  : 

Rev.  Paul  Couch,  of  Jcwett  City,  Conn. 
Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  D.D.,  of  Easton,  Mass. 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  of  Bridgewater,  Mas.s. 
Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  of  Braintree,  Mass. 
Rev.  David  Brigham,  of  Fall  River,  Mass. 
After  a  careful  examination  of  the  papers  that  had 
passed   between    Mr.  Clark   and  the  church   and  so- 
ciety, and  finding  them  satisfactory,  the  council   pro- 
ceeded   to    examine    the    candidate,  closely    interro- 
gating him  in  regard  to  his  religious  experience,  and 
becoming   fully  satisfied,   "  voted   to  proceed  to  the 
services  of  installation,"  which  were  in  the  following 
order  ; 

1,  introductory  prayer,  by  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood, 
of  Campello;  2,  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Douglas,  Bridgewater;  3,  singing  518th 
hymn  of  the  Psalmist;  4,  sermon,  Rev.  A.  L.  Stone, 
of  Park  Street  Church,  Boston  ;  5,  anthem,  by  the 
choir;  6,  installing  prayer,  by  Rev.  Jonas  Perkins, 
D.D.,  of  Braintree;  7,  jharge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev. 
J.  Lewis  Diman,  of  Brookline,  Mass. ;  8,  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Lee,  of  the  Porter 
Church;  9,  address  to  the  people,  by  Rev.  Paul 
Couch,  of  Jewett  City,  Conn,  (their  former  pastor)  ; 
10,  concluding  prayer,  by  Rev.  D.  Temple  Packard, 
of  Somerville,  Mass. ;  11,  singing  117th  Psalm;  12, 
benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

Rev.  Edward  L  Clark  was  born  in  Nashua,  N.  H., 
Feb.  3,  1838  ;  fitted  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover,  Mass.;  graduated  at  Brown  University, 
Providence,  R.  L,  1858 ;  spent  one  year  traveling 
through  Egypt,  Palestine,  and  other  ancient  places 
in  the  Holy  Land ;  studied  theology  at  Andover 
Theological  Seminary ;  graduated  18G2  ;  was  or- 
dained as  chaplain  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  Jlassa- 
chusctts  Volunteers,  with  whom  he  remained  one 
year ;  afterwards  settled  as  pastor  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  in  North  Bridgewater,  Sept.  22, 
1SU3. 

Mr.  Clark  continued  to  preach  to  this  people  with 
faithfulness  and   fidelity  for  nearly  three  years,  when 


his  impaired  health  caused  him  to  send  to  the  church 
and  society  the  following  letter  of  resignation  ; 

"North  Buidgewateu,  June  17,  1S66. 
"  Tu  the  First  Coiifjregatiojitti  Church. 

"Deau  BnETHRES, — Believing  tbat  the  piovidenco  of  God 
had  ioiiicated  by  my  health  that  the  time  has  come  for  me  to 
reaign  the  care  of  the  society,  I  deaire  you  to  unite  with  me 
\n  calling  a  council  during  the  fiist  week  in  July  to  advi>e  ia 
this  matter. 

"  With  the  most  fervent  prayer  for  your  continued  prosperity, 
I  remain  your  atfectionatc  pastor, 

"  Edwaud  L.  Clajik." 

The  council  called  to  dismiss  the  Rev.  Edward  L. 
Clark  were  as  follows  : 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello  :  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Wood,  pastor;  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  dele- 
gate. 

Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  Brockton :  Rev.  J. 
V.  Hilton,  pastor;  Abel  W.  Kingman,  M.D.,  dele- 
gate. 

Third  Church  of  Abington :  Rev.  Horace  D.  Walker, 
pastor;   Zenas  Holbrook,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Randolph :  Rev.  J.  C.  Larrabee, 
pastor ;  Ebenezer  Alden,  M.D.,  delegate. 

First  Cliurch  of  Abington :  John  Newton  Noyes, 
delegate. 

Second  Church  of  Abington:  Rev.  H.  L.  Edwards, 
pastor;  Dean  Spencer  Vining,  delegate. 

Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  of  Braintree,  Ma.ss. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  position  of  pastor 
and  people,  the  council  came  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

"While  the  Council  deem  it  advisable  that  the  cuuueciiun 
which  has  so  happily  subsisted  between  the  parties  who  called 
U3  should  be  dissolved,  they  come  tu  this  eouclusiou  with  sen- 
timents of  deep  regret.  It  appears  that  the  services  of  the 
Pastor,  both  in  the  pulpit  and  in  every  other  department  i.f 
Piutoral  duty,  have  been  incre^isingly  satisfying  to  the  people 
of  his  charge  from  the  beginning,  and  that  to  mauy  of  them  he 
has  become  especially  beloved  by  reason  of  the  success  with 
which,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  ministry,  the  Holy  Spirit 
has  attended  his  preaching.  The  council  recommend  hiui  to 
the  fellowship  of  the  churches,  and  tender  him  their  devout 
wishes  that  his  health  may  be  restored,  and  that  he  may  be  per- 
mitted for  many  years  to  labor  successfully  in  the  Lord's  Vino- 
yard.  Also  sympathizing  with  this  beloved  lIiuicIi  and  people, 
the  council  commend  them  to  the  Divine  .Shejiherd  that  he  pro- 
servo  their  uoily  and  peace,  and  in  duo  time  give  tbem  a  I'astor 
after  his  own  heart. 

"  Jo.VAS   PejiKI.VS,  Mudcrillor. 

"  II.  L.  Edwards,  Scribe. 

"NonTH  liuiuuEWATEH,  July  2,  ISCiC." 

The  church  was  uow  without  a  pastor,  and  the  Rev. 
James  Wilson  Ward,  Jr.,  was  engaged  to  supply  the 
pulpit  for  one  year,  from  Dec.  9,  18G6,  at  a  salary 
of  fourteen  hundred  dollars  per  year.  Mr.  Ward 
preached  to  this  people  during  the  term  above  named, 
and  became  much  endeared  to  them,  and  on  the  Gth 


HISTORY   OF   BROCKTON. 


585 


of  December,  1SG7,  it  was  voted  by  the  parish  to 
exteod  a  call  to  him  to  become  their  pastor,  which 
was  declined. 

On  the  5lh  of  December  the  following  resolutions 
were  placed  on  record  as  a  token  of  the  regard  in 
which  he  was  held  by  them  as  a  preacher,  viz. : 

"  Retulced,  That  Rev.  James  Vf.  Ward..  Jr  ,  who  has  filled 
the  ottioe  of  pastor  to  this  church  for  the  past  year,  has  shown 
himself  a  m;Ln  of  superior  ability,  arJeol  piety,  udJ  unquestion- 
able Christian  character,  and  worthy  of  the  unlimited  confi- 
dence and  regard  of  this  church,  and  we  sincerely  regret  and 
deplore  the  necessity  of  a  separation." 

Various  preachers  were  heard  during  the  year,  and 
on  the  3d  of  January,  1868,  the  society  extended  a 
call  to  Rev.  Edson  Rogers,  who  had  supplied  the 
pulpit  for  four  Sabbaths,  to  become  their  pastor. 
This  cull  was  declined,  and  after  hearing  other  candi- 
dates the  church  and  society  united  in  giving  a  call 
to  Rev.  Henry  A.  Stevens. 

Ministry  of  Rev.  Henry  A.  Stevens. — Mr. 
Stevens  was  called  to  settle  with  them  as  their  pastor, 
with  a  Salary  of  two  thousand  dollars,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, May  14,  1868,  and  Deacon  John  W.  King- 
man, Jonas  R.  Perkins,  Esq.,  and  John  T.  Burke 
wore  chosen  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  church, 
and  Edward  Southwonh,  Jr.,  Deacon  Joel  T.  Pack- 
ard, and  Samuel  McLaughlin  were  chosen  on  the 
part  of  the  society,  to  make  arrangements  for  a 
council. 

\  mutual  council  was  held  June  24,  18G8,  the 
following  churches  having  been  invited  to  participate 
in  the  installation  services  on  that  occasion,  viz. : 

Old  South  Church  of  Boston:  Rev.  J.  M.  Man- 
ning, D.D.,  piistor ;  F.  D.  Allen,  delegate. 

First  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Med- 
ford  :  Rev.  J.  T.  McCollom,  pastor;  Deacon  Samuel 
Train,  delegate. 

Old  South  Church  of  Reading,  Mass. :  Ambrose 
Kingman,  delegate. 

Central  Square  Church  of  Bridgewater,  Mass. : 
Rev.  Horace  D.  Walker,  pastor ;  Deacon  George  W. 
Holmes,  delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater: 
Daniel  Reed,  delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello:  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Wood,  pastor ;  Adelbcrt  F.  Keith,  dele- 
gate. 

Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  Brockton  :  Deacon 
Simeon  Packard,  delegate. 

Waquoit  Congregational  Church  of  Falmouth, 
Mass. :   Rev.  David  Brigham,  acting  pastor. 

Winthrop  Church  of  Holbrook,  Mass.:  Rev.  Eze- 
kiel  Russell,  pastor;  E.  E.  Holbrook,  delegate. 


First  Church  of  Randolph,  Mass. :  Rev.  J.  C. 
Larrabee,  pastor;  Ebeuezer  Alden,  M.D.,  delegate. 

Also  present  by  invitation  : 

Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  of  Braintree. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  of  Bridgewater. 

Rev.  Baalis  Sanford,  of  East  Bridgewater. 

The  usual  proceedings  of  councils  in  the  examina- 
tion of  the  candidate,  the  call,  etc.,  having  been  con- 
eluded,  they  were  deemed  highly  satisfactory,  and  the 
following  programme  for  the  services  of  installation 
was  made,  viz. : 

1,  reading  of  Scriptures  and  prayer.  Rev.  J.  C. 
Larrabee;  2,  sermon.  Rev.  J.  M.  Manning,  D.D. ; 
3,  installing  prayer.  Rev.  David  Brigham  ;  4,  charge 
to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Horace  D.  Walker;  5,  right 
hand  of  fellowship,  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood ;  6,  ad- 
dress to  the  people,  Rev.  J.  T.  McCollom  ;  7,  con- 
cluding prayer.  Rev.  Jonas  Perkins ;  8,  benediction 
by  the  pastor. 

Charles  W.  Wood,  moderator ;  J.  C.  Larrabee,  scribe. 

March  13,  1874.  Previous  to  this  date  the  church 
had  been  called  the  "  First  Congregational  Church, 
North  Bridgewater."  At  a  meeting  held  this  day  it 
was  voted  to  petition  for  a  change  of  name  to 
"  Brockton." 

The  committee  of  the  church  calling  a  council  were 
J.  T.  Packard,  Joseph  Smith,  F.  B.  Gardner,  April 
27,  1874. 

May  8,  1874.  A  meeting  of  the  council  was  held 
in  the  vestry  to  advise  about  the  dismission  of  Rev. 
H.  A.  Stevens. 

The  following  churches  were  invited  and  repre- 
sented, viz. : 

Stoughtou  :  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson,  pastor;  Deacon 
E.  Drake,  delegate. 

Porter  Evangelical  Church :  Rev.  R.  G.  S. 
McNeille,  pastor;  Deacon  Simeon  Packard,  delegate. 

South  Church,  Campello :  Rev.  C.  W.  Wood,  dole- 
gate. 

First  Church,  Abington :  Rev.  S.  E.  Freeman, 
pastor ;  Deacon  J.  A.  King,  delegate. 

Central,  Bridgewater  :  Rev.  H.  D.  Walker,  pastor  ; 
A.  AL  Hayward,  delegate. 

Church  in  Randolph  :  Rev.  John  C.  Larrabee,  pas- 
tor ;   Deacon  Joseph  Graham,  delegate. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Wood,  moderator;  R.  G.  S.  McNeille, 
scribe. 

After  the  usual  hearing  before  councils  on  both 
sides,  they  retired,  and  reported  their  decision  as 
follows : 

"  lUtuloed,  That  we  accede  to  the  request  of  Rev.  II.  A. 
Stevens  for  dismission  from  the  pastorate  of  the  First  Congre- 
sational  Church." 
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Rev.  C.  W.  Wood,  Rev.  R.  G.  S.  McNeille,  aod 
Rev.  H.  D.  Walker  were  requested  to  put  ia  form  the 
re:sult  of  the  council,  as  follows  : 

"In  coming  to  this  concluaion  (to  wit,  aJviainj;  the  iliamis- 
sion  ol'  Bio.  .Stevens)  we  desire  to  cxpiesa  our  Jeep  rejjrct  iit 
the  neecssity  whicli  exists  for  dissolvini,'  Ihe  relation  with  the 
First  Churcli  in  Bioeiiton.  Wo  recognize  his  imstojute  us  hiiving 
been  eminently  sueeesatul,  und  iiro  happy  to  know  of  the  hi^h 
respect  and  deep  liO'eetion  felt  towards  hiiii  on  the  part  of  the 
church  and  parish,  as  has  hcen  expressed  by  their  representa- 
tives iu  their  behalf.  We  coinmenU  Bro.  Stevens  to  the 
churches  of  Christ  as  an  eminently  faithful,  earnest,  and  suc- 
cessful minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  trust  Providence  may  pre- 
pare for  him  in  the  future  even  a  larger  held  for  suceesslul 
ministration.  We  are  compelled  to  express  our  regret  that  his 
health  has  hcen  put  in  jeopardy  hy  parochial  work  outaidc  ut 
his  parish,  and  while  we  commend  his  large-hearted  kindness 
and  sympathy  in  ministering  to  the  sick  and  alHicted,  we  recog- 
nize the  labor  which  has  exhausted  his  strength  has  been  largely 
in  behalf  of  those  who  are  not  ultcndanls  upon  church,  nor  rc- 
speetora  of  God's  ordinances.  Jle  has  been  at  once  a  pastor  to 
Ills  large  church  and  a  mission.iry  without  compensation  to  this 
town,  and  on  the  part  of  ourselves,  bis  associates  in  labor,  of 
our  neighboring  churches,  we  regret  exceedingly  that  so  kind  a 
friend  and  faithful  co-worker  should  feel  obliged  to  remove 
from  our  neighborhooil. 

"  We  sympathize  with  the  church  in  the  loss  of  one  so  deeply 
endeared  to  their  hearts,  and  trust  that  Providence  will  enable 
them  speedily  to  unite  in  the  choice  of  another  husbandman  of 
Christ  who  shall  sueecssfully  enter  into  his  labors. 

"Cii.ticLES  W.  Wood,  Mvderuiur. 
"  U.  0.  S.  Mc'Neillk,  Scribe." 

Various  iiiiuibtei-s  were  heard  after  the  pulpit  be- 
came vacaut  for  over  one  year.  On  the  17th  ot 
i\Iarch,  1875,  a  cidl  was  exteuded  to  Rev.  V.  A.  War- 
field,  then  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  to  become  their  pastor, 
with  a  salary  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
yearly.  To  this  invitation  to  settle  Mr.  Warfield 
returned  a  negative  reply. 

Ministry  of  Rkv.  Elbridge  P.  McElroy. — 
July  23,  1S75,  the  parish  voted  to  unite  with  the 
church  in  extending;  a  call  to  Rev.  Elbridge  P.  Mc- 
Elroy to  become  their  pastor.  This  call  was  accepted, 
and  Mr.  McElroy  was  installed  on  the  15th  day  of 
October,  1875,  by  a  mutual  council  met  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  following  churches  composed  the  council, 
viz. : 

Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  Brockton  :  Rev,  R. 
S.  G.  McNeille,  pastor;  Henry  W.  Robinson,  dele- 
gate. 

First  Church  of  Randolph;  Rev.  J.  C.  Larrabee, 
pastor. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  South  Wey- 
mouth: Rev.  George  F.  Stanton,  pastor;  Deacon 
Jasou  Ilolbrook,  delegate. 

Central  Square  Congregational  Church  of  Bridge- 
water:  Rev.  Horace  D.  Walker,  pastor;  H.  D.  San- 
forii,  delegate. 


First  Congregational  Church  of  Stoughtun  ;  Rev. 
Thomas  Wilson,  pastor;  Deacon  Nathaniel  Cray, 
delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Abingtoo  :  Rev. 
George  E.  Freeman,  pastor ;  Deacon  H.  A.  Noycs, 
delegate. 

Union  Church  of  Weymouth  and  Braintree  :  Rev. 
L.  H.  Frary,  pastor;  Josiah  Perkins,  delegate. 

Evangelical  Church  of  Brighton  :  Rev.  Henry  A. 
Stevens,  pastor ;  George  S.  Conner,  delegate. 

Winthop  Congregational  Church  of  Ilolbrook  : 
Deacon  Newtou  White,  delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello:  Rev. 
L.  S.  Woodsworth,  pastor  ;  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  E.sq., 
delegate. 

Village  Church  of  Dorchester:  Rev.  Philander 
Thurston,  pastor;  T.  F.  Clary,  delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  East  Weymouth  :  Dea- 
con Edwin  Howard,  delegate;  and  Rev.  David  Brig- 
ham  and  Rev.  Baalis  Sanford. 

The  council  met  agreeable  to  the  call,  and  the 
usual  examination  of  the  pastor,  and  the  council 
finding  everything  satisfactory,  the  following  order  of 
exercises  were  agreed  upon,  viz. :  1,  reading  of  the 
doings  of  the  council  by  the  scribe;  2,  invocation, 
by  Rev.  Philander  Thurston;  3,  anthem,— "  And 
many  people  shall  go  and  say  ;"  4,  Scripture  lesson, 
by  Rev.  L.  S.  Woodworth  ;  5,  hymn  985,  sung  by 
congregation ;  C,  prayer  of  installation,  by  Rev. 
David  Brigham  ;  7,  fellowship  of  the  churches,  by 
Rev.  R.  S.  G.  McNeille;  8,  anthem,— '•  Great  and 
marvelous;"  9,  charge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev.  II.  D. 
Walker;  10,  address  to  the  peo[ile,  Rcv.  Henry  A. 
Stevens;  11,  hymn  1151,  by  the  choir;  12,  con- 
cluding prayer,  by  Rev.  George  F.  Stanton  ;  13,  dox- 
ology,  by  the  congregation  ;  14,  benediction,  by  the 
pastor. 

J.  C.  Larrabee,  moderator ;  George  E.  Freeman, 
scribe. 

Mr.  JIcElroy  preached  to  this  church  lor  two 
years,  till  Oct.  7,  1877,  at  which  time  he  sent  his 
resignation  to  the  church  and  society,  to  take  effect 
December  31st  following.  The  estimation  in  which 
he  was  held  by  the  people  of  his  charge,  both  in 
church  and  society,  may  be  best  seen  iti  the  following 
testimonials  : 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  First  Church,  held  Oet.  IS,  ls77,  it  waa 
voted  to  accept  the  resignation  of  Kev.  Iv  P.  JIcKlroy. 

"In  accepting  the  resignation  of  our  Pastor,  the  Itev.  L.  P. 
MeElroy,  wo  desire  to  place  on  record  our  appreciation  ol  his 
consistent  and  persisteut  labors  of  the  past  two  years  to  advance 
the  spiritual  interests  of  this  church.  Wo  also  recognize  in  his 
earnest  endeavors  to  interest  the  children  and  direct  their  steps 
to  the  Saviour  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master,  and  in  all   his  labors 
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for  tlid  uppre^jseil  and  the  fullen  we  feel  tliat  be  iniij  followed 
closely  in  llie  footsteps  of  the  Master,  and  wherever  lie  may  be 
called  to  labor,  we  pledge  biin  our  sympathies  and  our  prayers. 

''  F.  B.  Gardner,  t'Urk." 

Nov.  5,  1877.  At  a  meeting  of  the  First  Coui^re- 
gutiuiial  Pji-isii  in  Brockton,  held  this  day,  tlie  fol- 
lowin;.;  appoafs  ou  record  : 

"Our  belovcil  Pastor,  Rev.  Ulbridge  P.  McElroy,  having 
tendered  his  resignation,  and  tiiu  ^anle  having  been  accepted 
by  the  Parish, 

"  AVwo/i  (.-(/,  That  while  we  unwillingly  ncknowledge  the  neces- 
sity, and  ri'luetautly  admit  the  e.\pediency  of  dissolving  this 
conneeti"n,  this  pariah  recognizes  with  pleasure  the  indefatigable 
industry  anil  zealous  activity  of  Air.  McHli'oy  in  every  move- 
ment for  promoting  the  morality  and  well-being  of  this  com- 
muDtty,  and  that  it  entertains  unlimited  contidciice  in  his  in- 
tegrity and  pure  Caristian  character. 

**  Jiciuiied,  That  Mr.  McElroy  has  been  an  earnest  and  elfi- 
oient  preacher  of  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  will  be  followed 
wherever  Providence  may  lead  him  with  grateful  inteiest,  and 
our  hearts'  desire  that  he  may  find  a  wide,  congenial  field, 
where  he  may  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labors,  and  the  unalloyed 
satisfaction  of  reaping  the  harvest  of  a  successful  ministry. 

"  Jo.VAS  U.  Pkukins, 
"William  A.  SA.vtonn, 
"Francis  B.  Gaudnku, 

"  Comtuittee," 

Pursuant  to  letters  missive  from  the  First  Congre- 
gational Cliurch,  Brocktou,  an  ecclesiastical  council 
convened  in  the  vestry  of  the  church  December  31st, 
at  two  and  a  half  o'clock  p.m. 

The  Council  was  coiupo.sed  of  the  following 
churches  represented  by  pastors  and  delegates,  viz.  : 

Central  Square  Church,  Bridgewater:  Rev.  H.  D. 
Walker,  pastor;   Zebulon  Pratt,  delegate. 

First  Church,  Abington  :  Rev.  George  E,  Free- 
man, pa.sior;   Philip  Trufant,  delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church,  Camoello  :  Rov.  L. 
S.  Woodworth,  pastor;  N.  H.  Washburn,  delegate. 

Porter  Evangelical  Church  :  George  C.  Cary,  dele- 
gate. 

First  Church,  Randolph :  Rev.  J.  C.  Larabee, 
pastor;  John  Wales,  delegate. 

H.  D.  Walker  was  chosen  moderator,  and  J.  C. 
Larrabee,  scribe. 

Alter  the  letters  of  resignation  and  recommenda- 
tion were  read  the  council  retired,  and 

"  ViiIl'I,  to  advise  tlio  dissolution  of  the  Pastoral  Uclation 
exi.''tiDg  between  the  Ucv.  K.  P.  McKlroy  and  the  First  Church 
and  >So<'ieiy  in  Broctitoa.  In  coming  to  this  conclusion  we 
yield  reluctantly  to  the  pressure  of  circumstances  and  exceed- 
ingly regret  the  necessity  for  a  separation  so  shortly  after  the 
union  ^it'  pastor  and  people  was  foi-incd.  We  very  heartily  com- 
mend our  llru.  McElroy  to  the  churches  of  our  order  oc,  one  pos- 
sessing many  o.vcelleat  i^ualilications  for  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
We  believe  Ilia  p.isturalo  in  lirockton  has  been  marked  by  great 
earncstncs.^,  enthuaiasta,  and  felf-denying  ettorts,  warm  sym- 
pathies, anil  fidelity  in  preaching  the  (iospcl  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  Kesoluiiuns  on  the  records  of  both  church  and  parish  show 


such  a  high  estimate  of  Bro.  McElroy  in  every  relation  that  our 
sorrow  at  the  separation  is  mingled  with  wonder  that  there 
should  be  the  necessity  which  bulb  parties  seem  to  Icel.  Wc 
sympathize  the  more  deeply  with  both,  and  commend  llro. 
McElroy  to  our  churches  as  a  minister  worthy  of  all  regard. 
We  express,  also,  our  hope  that  this  church  and  people  may 
soon  have  in  his  place  one  who  will  as  faitlitully,  eaincstly,  and 

;    to  their  acceptance  fulfill  here  his  ministry. 

j  "II.  D.  Walker,  M,„Urulu,: 

"  J.  C.  Laukadke,  Svribe." 

The  church  did  not  remain  long  without  a  pastor, 
as  we  find  by  the  following  record : 

Feb.  19,  1S78.  "Voted,  that  the  parish  unite  with 
the  church  in  extending  a  call  to  Rev.  II.  L.  Keisey 
to  become  their  Pastor." 

To  tlii.s  call  an  affirmative  reply  was  made  to  the 
church,  dated  Hollis,  N.  H.,  March  7,  187S,  and  a 
council  wa.s  invited  to  install  Mr.  Keisey  on  the  od 
day  of  April,  1878. 

Pursuant  to  letters  missive  from  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Brockton,  convening  an  ecclesias- 
tical council  to  review  their  proceedings  in  calling  the 
Rev.  H.  L.  Keisey  to  become  their  pastor,  the  coun- 
cil convened  at  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
April  3,  1878,  at  10.15  a.m. 

Rev.  H.  D.  Walker  chosen  moderator,  and  Rev. 
John  Herbert,  of  Stoughton,  scribe. 

Rev.  H.  D.  Walker,  pastor;  C.  D.  Copeland,  dele- 
gate, Bridgewater. 

Rev.  John  Herbert,  pastor  ;  Ebcnczer  Drake,  dele- 
gate, Stoughton. 

Rev.  L.  S.  Woodworth,  pastor;  George  Sawyer, 
delejjate,  Campcllo. 

Rev.  George  F.  Stautun,  pastor ;  Norton  Pratt, 
delegate,  South  Weymouth. 

Rov.  J.  C.  Larrabee,  pastor ;  Warren  Belcher,  dele- 
gate, Randolph. 

Rev.  George  E.  Freemau,  pastor;  Elijah  Faunee, 
delegate,  Abington. 

Rev.  D.  W.  Richardson,  pastor;  Stephen  Harlow, 
delegate,  East  Bridgewater. 

Simeon  Packard,  delegate.  Porter  Church,  Brock- 
ton. 

Rev.  Rcuen  Thomas,  Ph.D.,  pastor;  Martin  King- 
man, delegate,  Brookline. 

After  the  usual  examination  and  the  stateiuetits  of 
Mr.  Keisey,  the  council  retired,  and  voted  the  same 
was  satisfactory,  and  the  following  were  the  order  of 
exercises  at  the  service  in  the  afternoon  at  two  o'clock, 
viz. : 

1,  prayer  and  Scripture  lesson,  Rev.  J.  C.  Larrabee  ; 
2,  .sermon,  by  Rev.  Reuen  Thomas,  Ph.D.,  of  Biook- 
line  ;  3,  prayer  of  installation,  Rev.  George  F.  Stan- 
ton ;  4,  charge   to  the  pastor,   Rev.   H.   D.  Walker; 


588 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH   COUNTY. 


5,  fellowship  of  the  churches,  Rev.  L.  S.  Woodworth  ; 
G,  address  to  the  people,  Rev.  George  E.  Freeman  ; 
7,  beueJiciion,  by  tlie  pastor. 

By  vote  of  the  parish  passed  Sept.  2,  1878,  sooo 
after  the  settlement  of  and  during  tiie  pastorate  of 
Mr.  Kelsey.  they  erected  a  parsonage  house  on  Pros- 
pect Street,  at  a  cost  of  about  five  tliousand  dollars. 

On  the  13th  of  Juue,  1882,  Rev.  Mr.  Kelsey  ten- 
dered his  resiirnatiou. 

In  accordance  with  letters  mis.iive  from  the  First 
Cuui;regatioiial  Church  in  this  city  to  the  Poller  and 
South  Congregational  Churches  of  Brockton,  the  Cen- 
tral Square  Church  of  Bridgewater,  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Randolph,  and  Congregational 
Churches  in  Braintree  and  South  Braintree,  the  pas- 
tors and  delegates  froui  the  above  list  of  churches  con- 
vened in  mutual  council,  Tuesday,  Sept.  5,  1882,  to 
consider  and  confirm  the  action  of  the  First  Church 
and  Parish  in  accepting  the  resignation  of  Rev.  H.  L. 
Kelsey  as  their  pastor.  The  council  was  organized 
by  the  choice  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Bodwell,  of  Bridgewater, 
as  moderator,  and  Rev.  Edwin  Smith,  of  Soutli  Brain- 
tree, scribe.  After  prayer  by  the  moderator,  the  pas- 
tor's letter  of  resignation  and  the  records  of  the  votes 
of  church  and  parish  accepting  tiie  same  were  read 
by  Hon.  J.  R.  Perkins,  chairman  of  the  church  com- 
mittee. A  brief  verbal  statement  was  added  by  Rev. 
H.  L.  Kelsey,  giving  some  of  the  reasons  that  have 
induced  him  to  ask  a  release  from  his  charge,  after 
which  the  council  retired  for  deliberation.  The  oflScial 
'■  result"  of  their  doinijs  is  embodied  in  the  followintr 
resolutions : 

'*  Jicnnli)i:(l,  That  in  the  jud<;mcDt  of  this  council  tbe  aaid  pod- 
toral  rclaliuD  between  Rev.  II.  L.  Kclsoy  and  the  Firat  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  Society  of  BrocliLoo  should  bo  diiiaolved,  the 
eaiiie  to  end  Siipt.  3U,  I^.S2. 

"  RtmulueU,  That  while  we  deeply  regret  the  necessity  laid 
upon  ud  to  concur  in  the  action  of  paytor  and  people,  it  ia  at  the 
eunio  time  the  source  of  great  satit>faction  to  u3  that  tlio  reasons 
for  this  action  are  such  us  in  no  way  Uiilitate  agiiinst  the  Chris- 
tian character  or  ministerial  faitlifulncss  of  the  pastor. 

**  lUbvUed,  That  we  fully  and  heartily  rocouiiuend  the  Rev. 
II.  L.  Kelsuy  to  the  churches  as  a  brother  beloved,  who  holds 
our  entire  confidence,  and  as  an  able  and  devoted  uiiuistcr  of 
the  gospel. 

"  JUaoU'ed,  That  the  action  of  the  council  is  takeu  with  the 
hope  that  the  ]iarish  will  deal  generously  with  the  retiring 
pastor,  allowing  him  the  uso  of  the  parsouagc  at  loiut  till  No- 
vember Ist. 

"  lieHohed,  That  we  also  express  our  interest  in  and  sympathy 
for  this  ancient  ghurch  and  society,  and  earnestly  hope  and 
pray  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  may  not  leave  them 
long  without  an  under-shcphcrd.  To  this  end  wo  moat  alTcc- 
tiotiately  recommend  that  this  church  study  earnestly  the  ways 
of  peace  and  hartnouy  among  themselves,  and  that  they  he  pre- 
pared to  enter  with  unity  of  purpose  and  to  oo-operate  faith- 
fully with  the  pastor  whom  Uod  shall  send." 


Rev.  Mr.  Kelsey  soon  after  removed  to  Suffield, 
Conn. 

Ministry  of  Rev.  George  E.  Martin. — On 
the  12th  of  July,  1883,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev. 
George  E.  Martin,  of  Brattleboro',  Vt.,  to  settle  with 
them  in  the  gospel  ministry.  Tu  this  invitation  a 
favorable  response  was  received,  and  arrangements 
for  a  council  for  the  purpose  of  installation  were 
made,  and,  pursuant  to  letters  missive,  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal council  was  called  to  meet  Oct.  11,  1SS3. 

On  that  day  the  following  churches  were  repre- 
sented, viz. : 

Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  Brockton  :  Deacon 
Simeon  Packard,  delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello  :  Rev. 
John  T.  Blades,  pastor  ;  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  Esq., 
delegate. 

Central  Church  of  Worcester  :  Rev.  Daniel  Merri- 
man,  D.D.,  pastor;  Deacon  E.  H.  Sanford,  dele- 
gate. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev. 
B.  M.  Frink,  pastor  ;   Horace  Reed,  delegate. 

Trinitarian  Church  of  Taunton  :  Rev.  Heman 
Packard  DeForest,  pastor  ;   E.  E.  Richards,  delegate. 

Central  Square  Church  of  Bridgewater  :  Rev.  J.  C. 
Bodwell,  pastor ;  Albert  G.  Boydeu,  delegate. 

Winthrop  Church  of  Holbrook  :  Edmund  White, 
delegate. 

After  the  usual  hearing  and  examinations  the  fol- 
lowing order  of  exercises  were  made:  1,  reading  of 
minutes,  by  scribe  ;  2,  introductory  reading  uf  Scrip- 
tures, by  Rev.  B.  M.  Frink ;  3,  sermori,  by  Rev. 
John  E.  Todd,  D.D.  ;  4,  charge  to  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Daniel  Merrimau,  D.D.  ;  5,  right  hand  of 
fellowship.  Rev.  F.  A.  Warfield ;  6,  charge  to  peo- 
ple. Rev.  J.  C.  Larrubee ;  7,  prayer,  by  Rev.  Julin  T. 
Blades;   8,  benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

Rev.  Daniel  Merrimun,  moderator;  II.  P.  De- 
Forest,  scribe. 

A  meeting  of  the  church  was  held  July  24,  1884, 
to  consider  the  letter  of  resignation  from  Rev.  George 
E.  Martin,  Deacon  Joel  T.  Packard  presiding.  After 
a  brief  discission  the  church  chose  Dr.  S.  J.  Gruver, 
W.  A.  Sanford,  and  Jonas  R.  Perkins  a  committee 
to  join  with  the  parish  in  calling  a  council  for  the 
purpose  of  dismissing  Mr.  Martin,  and  a  vote  passed 
unanimously  that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  following  resolutions,  presented  by  Dr.  Gruver, 
were  unanimously  accepted  : 

"  Reaolvedt  Although  we  regret  sincerely,  for  the  church's  in- 
terest, Brother  Martin's  decision  to  assume  work  in  another 
field,  and  believe  that  such  action  will,  for  a  while  at  least,  ho 
a  serious    detriment  to  our  church,  yet  we   believe    that  Mr. 
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Martin  conscieotioualy  sees  a  larger  duty  in  the  church  which 
calls  hiu)  froiQ  us,  with  pniyer  that  the  [lead  of  the  Church 
may  blc^s  hiui  aud  us  and  ttic  church  to  which  he  goes.  Id 
this  decision  we  herewith,  and  in  this  9|>irit,  accept  his  resigna- 
tion. 

"  Renuhed,  That  Rev.  G.  E.  Martin  is  a  man  of  Christian 
principles  sustained  by  Christian  life,  a  studious  and  able 
preacher  of  the  word." 

The  council  met  agreeably  to  notification,  Monday 
afternoon,  July  30,  1884. 

The  following  are  the  churches  represented  in  the 
council  for  his  dismission,  viz. : 

Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  Brockton  :  Rev.  F. 
A.  Warfield,  pastor. 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello  :  Rev. 
John  T.  Blades,  pastor. 

First  Church  of  Randolph  :  Rev.  J.  C.  Larrabee, 
pa.stor. 

Central  Square  Church  of  Bridgewater :    Rev.  J. 

C.  Bodwell,  pastor. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Middleboro' :  Rev. 

D.  T.  Prentice,  pastor. 

A  presentation  to  the  council  of  Mr.  Martin's  let- 
ter of  resignation  and  the  records  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  church  in  relation  thereto  having  been  made, 
Mr.  Martin  siave  a  somewhat  detailed  statement  of 
the  circumstances  attending  the  call  from  St.  Louis 
and  of  the  reasons  which  finally  led  him  to  accept 
the  same.  This  statement  made  it  so  apparent  to  the 
council  that  Mr.  Martin  was  following  marked  Provi- 
dential leadings  in  deciding  to  remove  to  St.  Louis, 
that  no  room  was  left  for  argument,  and  the  council 
unanimously 

"  Voted  to  ratify  the  course  pursued  by  him  and 
the  church,  and  to  grant  the  letter  of  dismission."' 

They  also  adopted  the  following  minute : 

"In  coming  to  this  conclusion  we  desire  toe.vpress  our  sincere 
convictiuu  that  the  circuuistances  which  have  led  to  the  resigna- 
tion of  brother  Martin  have  been  entirely  unsought  by  him,  and 
have  burn  urged  ujinn  bis  consideration  by  very  marked  Provi- 
dences to  which  we  feci  compelled  to  yield  our  judgment  in 
the  ca.-e. 

**  \V'e  desire  here  to  record  our  warm  appreciation  of  the 
Christian  spirit  our  brother  has  manifested  in  the  trying  posi- 
tion in  uhicbhelias  been  placed.  We  further  express  our  uiust 
thorough  endorsement  of  the  good  work  Brother  Martin  lius 
been  permitted  to  accomplish  during  bis  brief  pastorate  in  this 
eburcl).  As  an  attractive  preacher,  a  devoted  pastor,  a  warm- 
hearted workman  in  the  Lord's  vineyard,  we  most  heartily  com- 
mend him  to  the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Cbri.-^t.  We  give 
bim  our  best  wi.<hes  and  earnest  prayers  for  abundant  success 
in  his  new  tield  of  labor. 

*' To  this  church  in  their  unexpected  trial  we  extend  our  most 
sincere  sympathy,  rejoicing  in  the  spirit  of  love  with  which  they 
have  met  this  trying  event,  praying  that  the  Lord  may  comfort 
them  in  this  experience,  sanctify  them  by  it,  and  speedily  unite 
them  in  the  choice  of  another  pastor." 

**  J.  C.   Larrabee,  MuUei-alor, 

"D.  T.  Put.NTicE,  iSVr/itc." 


The  church  is  now  without  a  pastor,  in  September, 
1884. 

Rev.  George  E.  Martin,  son  of  George  Henry  and 
Sarah  (Hopkins)  Martin,  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn., 
Jan.  27,  1851  ;  fitted  for  college  at  the  Norwich  Free 
Academy;  graduated  at  Yale  College,  187'-;  taught 
school  from  1872  to  1875  ;  studied  in  Yale  Theological 
Seminary  from  1875  to  1878,  graduating  in  1878. 
In  July,  the  same  year,  he  received  a  call  from  the 
Central  Congregational  Church  of  Brattlebom',  Vt., 
and  was  settled  July  9, 1879;  also  chaplain  of  the  Brat- 
tleboro'  Insane  Asylum;  remained  till  Oct.  1,  1883. 
In  September,  1883,  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Brockton,  Mass.,  gave  him  a'  call  to  become  their 
pastor,  and  he  was  duly  installed  Oct.  11,  1883  ;  dis- 
missed Sept.  1,  1884  ;  received  a  call  from  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  June,  1884, 
to  which  place  he  removed  the  1st  of  September  fol- 
lowing. 

DEACONS   AND   CLERKS   OF   THE   FIRST   CONGRE- 
GATIONAL CHURCU. 

The  deacons  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
have  been  as  ft)llows : 

Jacob  Fuller,  March  24,  1826;  Sylvaous  French, 
March  24,  1826;  Zenas  Packard,  Jan.  22,  1834; 
Ilemao  Packard,  Jan.  22,  1834 ;  Jeremiah  Beals. 
Feb.  1,  1837;  Simeon  Packard,  Feb.  1,  1837;  Ozeu 
Gurney,  Feb.  1,  1837;  Heman  Packard,  Feb.  1,  1837; 
John  W.  Kingman,  Feb.  8,  1862;  John  W.  Hunt, 
Feb.  8,  1862  ;  Henry  Howard,  Nov.  3,  1858  ;  Joseph 
Hawett,  April  23,  1868;  Joel  T.  Packard,  April  23, 
1868;  Henry  M.  Littlefield,  June  3,  1872,  resigned 
March  4,  1880;  Joseph  S.  Smith,  March  9.  1S75, 
resigned  Aug.  25,  1881  ;  Charles  D.  Brigham,  March 
4,  1880;  John  Barbour,  Sept.  8,  ISSO;  Juhn  T. 
Burke,  May  4,  1882;  William  A.  Sanford,  June  15, 
1882. 

Following  is  a  list  of  clerks  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  : ' 

Nov.  15, 1812,  Daniel  Huntington  ;  April  17,  1833, 
Heman  Packard;  Sept.  17,  1833,  William  Thom]i>on; 
June  11,  1834,  Heman  Packard;  Feb.  7,  1841,  David 
Howard;  Jan.  16,  1850  (P.  Couch's  handwriting); 
Aug.  10,  1859,  Henry  Howard;  April  3,  1862,  vutcd 
that  the  pa.stor  act  hereafter  as  clerk  ;'  April  11,  1863, 
to  April  21,  1864,  Henry  Howard;  April  23,  ISOC, 
L.  C.  Bliss;  April  18,  1867,  to  April  3,  18'73,  Charles 
D.  Brigham,  resigned  Nov.  3,  1873;  Nov.  3,  1873, 


*  In  the  early  history  of  this  church  the  pastor  pci  fornu-d  the 
duties  of  clerk. 

2  Mr.  Blanohard,  the  pastor,  died  Aug.  7,  1862,  and,  Septem- 
ber 7th,  Henry  Howard  was  elected  clerk  ;<ro  (em. 
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Francis  B.  GixrJiier,  to  fill  vacancy  ;  Jan.  12,  1882, 
Henry  M.  LktlcfielJ;  EJwiu  BracllbrJ  Jones,  the 
present  clerk,  188-1. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

Second  Congrej^ational  Society — Rev.  Jobn  Goldsbary — New 
Jurusiileui  Cliurcb — -Act  of  Incorporation — Descii|»tion  of  tbo 
New  Cliureb  Teiuijle — Kcv.  Warren  (.ioildaril,  Rev  Henry  E. 
(juddurd — Or^^anization  for  IS.Sl — Quakeri  or  Frieiida — St. 
I'atrieli'a  Uuaian  Caihidic  Church — Bethcsda  Swedish  I,u- 
tlieian  Cfmreh,  Cauipeilo — Swedish  livanj^eiical  Independent 
(Jburch,  Cauipcllo — Kirst  Univursaliat  Churcli  and  Society — 
l''ir?t  liaplist  Church — First  IMethodidt  Episcopal  So.;iety — 
Central  Jleiliodi.-it  Episcopal  Society — Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliurch  at  Cauipello. 

Second  Congregational  Society. — During  the 
year  1821  luauy  of  the  njcnihers  of  the  First  Con- 
;:rej;uticinal  Church,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev. 
Daniel  Huntington,  becoming  disaatisfied  with  the 
views  of  their  pastor,  and  entertaining  different  views 
of  Christian  doctrines,  especially  on  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity,  the  native  character  of  man,  divinity  and 
atonement  of  Christ,  regeneration,  and  other  kindred 
views  of  the  go.spel,  petitioned  the  General  Court  to 
be  incorporated  into  a  separate  society,  which  petition 
was  granted  in  the  following  words,  which  we  copy 
verbatim : 

*' i?e  /(  enavUd  hi/  the  Seiuile  and  I/oule  of  liepreHentutiveu  in 
General  Citurt  AnneniLUd  and  bi/  the  authority  ff  the  Same. 
"  Tliat  .Abiel  Kinsman,  Micah  Paeluird,  David  Colib,  Jr., 
Nathan  Ilayward,  (iideon  Howard,  David  Packard,  Marcus 
Sliuw,  Jesso  Packard,  Joliu  Battle:*,  Hiram  Atherton,  Nabum 
J.  Smith,  Newton  Sliaw,  Anthony  S.  Allen,  Edwin  Keitb,  W'aah- 
burn  Packard,  Asa  liiett.  Hervey  Hersey,  Sauiuel  Thu^'Cr,  Sam- 
uel Howard,  EIi])balet  Tbjiycr,  Oliver  Sncll,  Jr.,  Zeba  Thayer, 
Sihun  Packard,  Jr.,  ApoUas  Howard,  Welcome  Howard,  Caleb 
Howard,  Jr.,  A:£or  Packard,  Siuieun  Dunbar,  Nathaniel  II. 
Cross,  Jo>epli  S.  I'ackard,  Joseph  D.  Snell,  Zcnas  Packard,  Jr., 
Stilltnan  Willis.Silas  ."^now,  Silas  Snow,  Jr.,  John  Curtis,  Ilosca 
Packard,  .^sa  Shaw,  Samuel  Packard,  William  Curtii,  Jr.,  Isajic 
Packard,  Isaac  Uichards,  John  Field,  Zophar  Field,  Austin 
Ilowaid,  Jo.siah  W.Cuitis,  Itichmoiid  Carr,  Otis  Howard,  David 
Edson  (:id),  Luke  P.  Lincoln,  Tbomus  Iloynolds,  Aid  Ucyuolds, 
Oliver  Sncll.  Isaac  Snell,  Jeremiah  Snell,  James  J.. 'zanders, 
Daniel  Itryant,  Ala  Battles,  .Vliijah  Childs,  Thomas  White, 
Thomas  White,  Jr.,  Arza  Leonard,  .luhn  White,  with  tlieirfatii- 
ilies  and  estates,  lo^ilber  with  such  others  as  may  hereafter 
a.>.^ociatc  with  them  and  their  successors,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  incurpmatcd  into  a  Society  by  the  name  of  tlic  'Second 
O"n;;regational  Society'  in  the  town  of  North  Iirid;,'ewatcr,  with 
all  tile  Powers,  piivilcj^es,  and  iiiiuiiinilies  which  cither  reli"- 
ious  societies  in  this  Commouwealth  are  by  law  entitled  to,  and 
may  purchase,  receive  by  gilt,  or  otberwiae  real  estate  to  the 
value  of  which.  Shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  Eight  Thou^^und 
Dollars. 

'•  Pas.-cd  Juno  IS,  1825." 


About  this  time  land  was  purchased  of  Micah 
Faxon  for  a  church.  This  was  located  on  a  rising 
spot  of  ground,  south  of  the  present  pubiic-liouse, 
and  near  "  Kingman's  Brick  Block."  A  house  was 
erected,  which  was  dedicated  Aug.  9,  1S2G,  with  ap- 
propriate services,  as  follows:  Ititroductory  prayer 
and  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  John  Pierpoiit, 
of  Boston  ;  dedicatory  prayer,  by  Rev.  lilliphalet  Put- 
ter, D.D.,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.  ;  sermon,  by  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Iluiitoon,  of  Providence,  11.  I.,  from  the  text. 
Acts  xxiv.  14;  "But  this  I  confess  unto  thee,  that 
after  the  way  which  they  cull  heresy,  so  worship  I  tlio 
God  of  my  fathers,  believing  all  things  which  are 
written  in  the  law,  and  in  the  prophets;"  concluding 
prayer,  by  Rev.  James  Kendall,  D.D..  of  Plymouth  ; 
benediction,  by  Rev.  Richard  M.  Hodges,  of  Bridgtr- 
water. 

Rev.  John  Gold.sbury,  of  Warwick,  Mass.,  received 
an  invitation  to  become  their  ptistor,  and,  accept- 
ing of  the  same,  he  was  ordained  Wednesday,  June 
6,  1827,  with  the  following  services:  1,  introductory 
prayer  and  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  J.  P.  B. 
Storer,  of  Walpole,  Mass. ;  2,  sermoo,  by  Rev.  Luther 
Hamilton,  of  Taunton,  Mass.  ;  3,  ordaining  prayer, 
by  Rev.  John  Reed,  D.D.,  of  West  Bridgewater, 
Mass. ;  4,  charge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev.  Eliphalet 
Porter,  D.D.,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.;  5,  right  hand  of 
fellowship,  by  Rev.  Ezra  S.  Gannett,  D.D.,  of  Boston  ; 
6,  address  to  the  people,  by  Rev.  John  Pierpont,  of 
Boston  ;  7,  concluding  prayer,  by  Rev.  Hetiry  Edes, 
D.D.,  of  Providence,  R.I.  The  pleasaiitiie.ss  of  the 
day,  and  the  deep  interest  in  the  occa.siun,  caused  the 
house  to  be  thronged.  The  sermon  was  from  text, 
John  xviii.  37  :  "  To  this  end  was  I  born,  and  fur  this 
cau.se  came  I  into  the  world,  that  I  should  bear  wit- 
ness unto  the  truth." 

The  sermon  oo  that  occasion  was  exceedingly  iii- 
teresiiug  and  very  judicious,  dwelling  at  some  letigth 
on  the  simplicity  of  the  truth  which  the  Christiati 
teacher  is  required  to  inculcate.  Among  the  many 
things  noticed  were  the  difficulties  of  a  Christian 
uiinistry, — the  indifference  to  truth  prevalent  in  the 
world,  the  prejudices  of  opinion  that  hinder  the  re- 
ception of  truth,  and  the  disposition  among  men  to 
mystify  and  obscure  the  plainest  princi|ileb.  The 
charge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev.  Dr  Porter,  was  listened 
to  with  peculiar  interest,  from  his  filial  allusion  to  one 
under  whose  ministry  many  of  this  society  had  for- 
merly sat, — Rev.  John  Porter,  father  of  Rev.  Elipha- 
let  Porter.  D.D  ,  of  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Rev.  John  Goldbbury  was  born  in  Warwick,  Mass.. 
Feb.  11,  1795  ;  fitted  for  college  at  different  .schools 
and  academies,  and  under  private  instiuetiou  ;  gradu- 
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ated  at  Brown  University  in  1820;  cummenced  tlie 
study  of  divioity  at  Harvard  Collesje  in  1821,  under 
Professors  Ware,  Norton,  and  Willard ;  taught  in 
Taunton  Acadeujy  several  years;  was  ordained  in 
North  Bridgewater  Wednesday,  June  6,  1827,  where 
he  remained  till  Sept.  4,  1831  ;  and  resided  in  War- 
wick, Mass.,  where  lie  died. 

New  Jerusalem  Church. — The  knowicdp:e  of  the 
"New  Church"  doctrines  was  introduced  into  this 
part  oi'  the  country  by  the  Rev.  Holland  Weeks,  of 
Abinmon,  Mass.,  who  was  distuissed  from  his  society 
in  that  town  about  the  year  1820  for  having  become 
a  believer  in  them,  which  circumstance  created  no 
little  excitement  uc  the  time,  and  was  the  means  of 
inducin^i  some  others  to  look  into  the  subject,  and  to 
become  believers  themselves.  The  first  society  of 
receivers  of  the  doctrines  in  this  place  was  formed  in 
1827,  and  consisted  of  ten  members,  namely,  Sidney 
Perkins,  Nathaniel  B.  Harlow,  William  French,  Mar- 
tin Beal,  Jubez  Field,  John  Field,  of  North  Bridge- 
water,  Isaiah  Noyes,  Daniel  Noyes,  Elisha  Faxon,  and 
Austin  Cobb,  of  Abington.  In  1828  the  number 
had  inoieased  to  twenty.  During  that  year  a  hall 
was  Btted  up  in  the  house  of  Jabez  Field,  to  hold 
public  meetings.  Rev.  Eleazer  Smith  preached  for 
them  once  a  month,  from  1827  to  1831,  and  after- 
wards every  Sabbath,  till  183-1.  In  1831  the  hall 
owned  by  Maj.  Nathan  Hayward  was  occupied  by  the 
society  for  meetings,  and,  still  later,  the  building  pre- 
viously used  by  the  Second  Congregational  Society, 
or  better  known  as  the  "  Unitarian  meeting-house." 
Also  the  hall  over  the  hotel,  then  kept  by  Edward  E. 
Bennett.  In  1832  the  society  petitioned  the  Legis- 
lature for  an  act  of  incorporation  as  a  religious 
society,  which  was  granted,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
following  act,  dated  March  3,  1832,  and  styled, — 

"TUE    KinST    SOCIETY  OF  TH  K  .NKW  JEltUSALKM    CUUIICU  IN  NORTH 
DIllDGKWATEll. 

"  Be  it  enacted  bi/  the  Senrite  and  Huiine  of  liepreBentativevy  in 
O'encnil  Court  uHtieiitblcd,  ami  bi/  iiuthufitj  uf  the  .!>'(i/ne, 

"Tli:it  Jubei  KielJ,  Lucius  Fic'lJ,  Juiik-s  A.  Tulmiin,  Ruel 
RichuiuKil,  Uoliert  Stixi'lard,  Nahuui  Suiitli,  llufus  Dorr,  Or- 
villc  ILiiiJv,  Win.-luiv  U.  Cu^jbmuu,  Juuu  lluuiplircy,  William 
Frcncli,  Ephr.iiui  Howard,  Jusiah  Paukard,  Cbarlt^s  Howard, 
Natlianiul  B.  Harlow,  Ljiuan  Chirk,  Sidney  Perkins,  Eleazer 
Suiih.  John  Field,  Sunfurd  Brett,  Samuel  Howard,  Marcus 
Shaw,  William  l''u.\ou,  Jtdin  Ide,  and  Arnold  Hunt,  together 
with  thu^e  wlio  have  associated,  or  luay  herealter  u.ssuciate  with 
Iht-m,  oi  their  .Successors,  lur  the  purpose  uC  public  ivoriihip,  he, 
and  tlicy  hereby  are,  incorporated  intu  a  reli;^ious  Society  Uoown 
by  the  name  of  the  '  Fii-nt  Sucitlii  of  the  New  Jei  uHulem  Church,' 
in  the  tuwn  of  North  lirid;;ewater,  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
legei",  and  subject  to  all  the  dulii'S  and  liabilities  of  Parishes, 
according  to  the  CoM^titution  and  Laws  of  this  Cumiuunweultb. 

'*  Itv  it  j'urlher  tiitu-letl,  That  I  he  Said  Society  shall  be  capable 
ID  Law  to  puichasc,  hold,  and  dispose  of  any  estate,  either  real 


or  personal,  not  e.\ceodiDg  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Thousand  Dol- 
lars, for  the  Support  of  public  Worship,  and  for  other  lawful 
Parochial  purposes." 

The  first  meeting  held  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  acts  was  held  April  5,  1832,  at  the  house  of 
Jabez  Field,  at  which  William  French  was  chosen 
moderator;  Lyman  Clark,  clerk  and  treasurer;  .Jubez 
Field,  collector;  John  Field,  Nathaniel  B.  Harlow, 
and  Marcus  Shaw,  prudential  committee.     In  August, 

1834,  Rev.  Haskell  M.  Carll  was  invited  to  pieach  to 
the  society,  which  be  continued  to  do  about  three 
years.  On  the  7th  of  December.  1834,  he  organized 
a  church   in  the  society.     Soon  alter,  in  September, 

1835,  the  building  of  the  first  house  of  wor.-hip  in 
the  town  of  that  denomination  was  commenced,  and 
was  dedicated  on  Saturday,  Jan.  IG,  1831!.  There 
were  present  at  the  dedication  Rev.  H.  M.  Carll,  the 
pastor  of  the  society ;  Rev.  Thomas  Worcester,  of 
Boston  ;  Rev.  Adonis  Howard,  of  East  Bridgewater. 
The  dedicatory  service  was  read  by  Rev.  Mr.  Carll ; 
sermon,  by  Rev.  T.  Worcester ;  reading  of  the  Word, 
by  Rev.  Adonis  Howard.  Mr.  Carll  left  the  society 
in  the  fall  of  1837,  and  Rev.  Warren  Goddard,  the 
late  pastor,  commenced  preaching  for  them  Oct.  14, 
1838;  and  January  of  the  next  year  (1839),  an  in- 
vitation was  extended  to  him  to  settle  with  them  as 
their  pastor.  This  call  was  accepted,  and  he  was  or- 
dained the  19th  of  September,  1839.  The  following 
are  the  doctrines  of  Charity  and  Faith  : 

"1.  That  God  ia  one  in  essence  and  in  person,  that  from 
love  towards  meil  he  assumed  humanity  and  j;lorilied  it,  and 
that  he  thus  became  God  with  as,  the  Saviour  and  P^cdcemer, 
Jesus  Christ. 

"2.  That  the  word  is  divine  Truth  proceeding  from  the 
Lord;  that  it  vtoa  written  by  inspiration,  and  is  adapted  to  all 
the  various  states  of  Angels  and  men,  and  that  thus  it  is  the 
divine  Medium  by  which  men  are  con.sociated  with  .\n;jelaanil 
by  which  men  and  Angels  are  conjoined  with  the  Lonl. 

"  A.  That  the  Lord  alone  is  the  Source  of  Genuine  life,  the 
precepts  of  which  are  the  ten  Commandments;  that  these  pre- 
cepts are  to  be  obeyed  by  man  as  of  himself,  with  the  acknowl- 
edgment that  the  will  and  power  to  do  them  are  of  the  Lord 
alone.  And  thus  that  men  are  regenerated  and  Saved  by  the 
Lord,  by  means  of  a  life  according  to  his  precepts." 

The  first  house  of  worship  was  fifty-eight  feet  in 
length,  forty  feet  in  width,  and  twenty  feet  hi'_'h ; 
spire,  sixty-five  feet  high,  painted  white,  with  green 
blinds.  The  interior  contained  fifty-two  pews,  be.-.ides 
a  neat,  plain  pulpit  and  a  small  choir-gallery.  The 
building  was  situated  on  land  purchased  of  Sidney 
Perkins,  the  building  and  land  costing  about  three 
thousand  dollars. 

This  society  worshiped  in  the  old  house  abc.ve  de- 
scribed until  the  dedication  of  another  house,  which 
had  been   built  to  suit  the  wants  of  the  "ic/wiii;;  so- 
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ciety,  aod  which  took  place  Jau.  22,  1857.  The  ser- 
vices commenced  about  ten  o'clock  in  tlie  forenoon, 
and  were  conducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Goddard, 
and  were  of  a  deeply  impressive  character,  well  fitted 
to  bring  the  hearer  into  a  state  receptive  of  his  love 
who  desires  our  ofieriuf^s,  "  to  the  end  that  he  may 
more  abundantly  enrich  us  with  spiritual  blessings." 
The  weather  was  such  on  that  day,  so  very  severe,  that 
but  few,  comparatively,  were  present,  and  those  mostly 
from  the  people  pf  the  town.  The  services  were  read- 
ing of  the  Psalm  cxxii.,  followed  by  a  chanting  from 
an  appropriate  selection  (No.  80,  Psalm  Ixssiv.). 
After  which  Psalm  cxxxii.  and  others  were  read  respon- 
sively  by  both  pastor  and  people,  the  people  of  the 
society  standing,  mostly  in  front  of  the  desk,  and  re- 
sponding as  an  act  on  their  part  of  offering  up  the 
house  to  the  worship  and  service  of  the  Lord.  The 
music  was  not  only  appropriate,  but  well  performed. 
After  the  exercises  were  over,  a  collation  was  partaken 
of  in  the  hall  below  by  nearly  all  who  had  been  pres- 
ent, including  many  from  tlie  neighboring  societies, 
and  a  very  pleasant  season  of  social  interview  closed 
the  exercises  of  the  day. 

Desaiption  of  tlie  Neiu  Churoli,  T<;niple. — This 
church  is  situated  on  a  spacious  lot  of  ground,  bor- 
dered with  trees  of  considerable  size,  fronting  the 
west.  The  dimensions  of  the  main  building  are  sev- 
enty-nine by  filty-six  feet.  It  is  built  in  the  Italian 
style,  with  a  plain  square  tower  at  the  west  (front) 
end,  eighty-eight  feet  in  height,  and  twenty-two  feet 
square,  projecting  ten  and  a  half  feet  forward  from 
the  main  building.  The  entrance  in  front  is  by  a 
wide  double  door  into  the  vestibule,  from  which  there 
is  an  ascent  by  eleven  easy  steps  into  side  entries,  or 
lobbies,  from  which  one  enters  the  body  of  the  church. 
'I'his  measures  sixty-one  by  forty-five  feet,  and  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  two  pews,  all  on  the  main  floor, 
there  being  no  side  galleries.  They  are  arranged  In 
.semi-circular  order,  without  doors,  cushioned,  and  cov- 
ered with  crimson  damask.  The  floor  is  handsomely 
carpeted,  and  walls  and  ceiling  elegantly  painted  in 
fresco.  On  the  east  side  is  a  projection  of  four  I'uet  deep 
by  thirty-two  wide,  a  space  for  the  tabernacle,  a  reposi- 
tory for  the  Word  in  the  centre,  and  for  a  small  piivate 
room"each  side  of  it.  The  tabernacle  consists  of  an  ark 
of  fine  cabinet-work,  overhung  with  crimson  cuitains. 
Over  it  is  the  inscription  in  large  letters,  "  Heboid 
the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  man."  To  the  right  of 
it,  but  standing  out  in  front,  on  the  edge  of  the  plat- 
form, is  the  pulpit,  which  is  of  octagonal  form  and, 
like  the  tabernacle,  of  black  walnut.  The  commu- 
nion-table stands  at  the  left  side.  The  organ-loft  is 
within   the   body   of  the   tower,  opposite   the   pulpit. 


having  in  front  a  small  gallery  for  the  singers,  ele- 
vated about  eight  feet  above  the  pew-floor.  There  is 
a  basement  of  brick,  affording  space  for  a  hall  under 
the  whole  main  building,  to  which  there  is  an  en- 
trance from  the  vestibule  within,  and  also  by  doors 
from  without,  at  the  northwest  and  southwest  cor- 
ners. The  superstructure  is  of  wood,  colored  in  imi- 
tation of  freestone.  The  house  is  provided  with  a 
good-toned  organ,  of  suitable  size  and  capacity,  manu- 
factured by  George  Stevens,  Esq. 

Martin  Wales,  Esq.,  of  Stoughtou,  piesentcd  the 
society  with  two  thousand  dollars  towards  paying  the 
expense  of  building  the  new  house.  Chandler  Sprague, 
Lyman  Clark,  and  George  W.  Bryant  were  building 
committee;  Jason  Perkins,  contractor. 

Rev.  Warren  Goddard  was  the  son  of  the  late 
Dr.  John  Goddard,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  whure  be 
was  born  Sept.  12,  1800.  He  fitted  for  college  at  the 
Portsmouth  Academy,  and  entered  Harvard  Univer- 
sity September,  1815,  one  year  in  advance;  grad- 
uated at  that  institution  August,  1S18.  In  the 
spring  of  1819  he  became  fully  satisfied  of  the  truths 
of  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  writings  of  Eman- 
uel Swedenborg,  and  entered  as  a  stiulont  of  theology 
in  the  family  of  Rev.  Thaddeus  M.  Harris,  D.D.,  of 
Dorchester,  Mass.  At  the  completion  of  his  studies, 
there  being  only  one  society  of  the  New  Church  in  all 
Now  England, — namely,  that  in  Boston,  consisting 
of  less  than  a  score  of  members,  and  already  provided 
with  a  piistor-elect, — and  the  few  societies  in  the 
United  States  being  also  provided  with  ujinisters,  he 
was  obliged  to  postpone  his  former  purpo.se  of  enter- 
ing the  ministry  until  there  should  be  some  society 
needing  ministerial  services.  At  this  time  an  open- 
ing presented  itself  in  the  academy  at  Sandwich, 
Mass.  He  therefore  accepted  the  office  of  princi- 
pal, and  was  very  successful,  commencing  with  twelvu 
pupils,  all  belonging  in  that  town.  Si.on  aftur  this, 
applications  for  admission  conlinucd  to  iiierL-ase,  first 
from  the  adjoining  towns,  then  IVum  mole  di.-tant 
places,  even  as  far  as  South  Carolina.  At  the  end  of 
two  years  he  commenced  and  pursued  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Lieutenant-Governor  John 
Reed,  of  Yarmouth,  Mass.,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Barnstable  County;  practiced  law  two  years  in 
Barnstable,  and  nearly  a  year  in  Boston,  in  (•oniieclion 
with  Professor  Parsons,  when,  becoming  dissatisfied 
with  the  practice,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  manage- 
ment before  juries,  he  relinquished  the  practice  of 
law,  and  accepted  an  appointment  as  principal  of  the 
English  and  classical  school  at  l^riiiceton,  Mass., 
where  he  labored  two  or  three  years  with  signal  suc- 
cess.    Several  societies  having  during  this  time  been 
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fortued,  and  DeediD<;  ministerial  services,  Mr.  Goddard 
returned  to  the  profession  of  his  first  choice,  and  after 
preaciiiii!;  and  receivin;.;  several  culU  to  settle  in  Abing- 
ton,  Portland,  and  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton), 
he  at  len<;th  settled  at  the  latter  place,  where  he  was 
iustaik'd  Sept.  19,  1839,  and  where  he  has  continued 
to  labor  in  the  ministry  until  18G5,  when  he  resigned. 
He  was  one  of  tlie  most  acceptable  and  useful  New 
Cliuroli  ministers  to  be  found  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Goddard  married,  first,  Mary  Crowell  Tobey, 
of  Sandwich,  Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  sisc  children. 
He  married,  second,  Sarah  Eldridi;e,  of  Yarmouth, 
Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  fuur  children, —  Warren,  a 
New  Jerusalem  preacher,  who  was  for  a  time  settled 
in  Broukliue,  Mass.,  now  in  Providence,  R.  I. ; 
Henry  Edward,  a  preacher  in  Brockton ;  also  an- 
other sou,  Jolin,  a  New  Jerusalem  preacher,  settled 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  Asa  Eldridge,  a  teacher  in 
Washim,'ton  University,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Although 
the  fatliL-r  has  retired  from  active  duty  as  a  preacher, 
he  is  still  a  resident  of  Brockton,  enjoying  a  ripe  old 
age,  surrounded  by  pleasant  associations. 

Rev.  Henry  Edward  Goddard,  the  present  pastor, 
is  the  son  of  Rev.  Warren  and  Sarah  (Eldridge) 
Goddard ;  was  born  in  Brockton,  May  20,  1852 ; 
graduated  at  the  high  school  in  his  native  town  in 
1871;  Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I.,  1875. 
After  a  three  years'  course  of  study  in  the  New  Jeru- 
salem Theological  School,  at  Waltham,  Mass.,  and  one 
year  at  Cornell  University,  he  became  assistant  pastor 
of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He 
was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  in  Brockton,  Sept. 
24,  187(J.  Rev.  Joseph  Pettee,  of  Abington,  Mass., 
preaching  the  sermon  on  that  occasion.  Mr.  Goddard 
has  served  the  town  on  the  school  committee  three 
years. 

In  1884  the  society  have  added  to  the  church  a 
room  on  the  south  side  of  their  church  for  a  ladies' 
parlor,  and  other  purposes. 

The  following  is  the  organization  for  1884: 
Rev.  Henry  E.  Goddard,  pastor ;  Thomas  H.  West, 
J.  Willard  Packard,  B.  Ellis  Eaton,  Rufus  C.  Kim- 
ball, B.  F.  Battles,  church  committee  ;  Rufus  C.  Kim- 
ball, treasurer;  Rev.  Henry  E.  Goddard,  superintend- 
ent of  Sabbath-school ;   Flushing  Cornwall,  sexton. 

Quakers  or  Friends. — There  was  an  a.ssociation 
or  society  of  Friends,  in  North  Bridgewater,  formed 
April  2G,  1838,  and  consisted  of  twenty-five  mem- 
bers, as  appears  by  record,  which  is  as  follows : 

"We,  the  underaij^'ned,  hereby  become  members  of  a  Society 
formioj;  of  this  sect,  called   Quakers,  and  do  liereby  iigree  to 
subject  ourselves  to  the  rules  nnd  rej^uhaioDS  which  shull   be 
uJoptcd  by  said  Society,  iu  the  town  of  North  Bridgewater. 
38 


Michael  0.  Neil. 
Nahum  J.  Smith. 
Cyrus  Packard. 
Jacob  W.  Crosby. 
Edwurd  .Souihworth,  Jr. 
DaoicI  Guild. 
Charles  L.  Hathaway. 
Rosweli  Richardson. 
John  Leonard. 
John  R.  Morrill. 
M.  a.  Peirce. 
Jahez  D.  Lauison. 
Ambrose  Packard. 


Josiah  Fuller. 
Jolin  L.  Skinner. 
ApolIo5  0.  Howard. 
Reuben  S.  Wt-bstcr. 
William  Uipley. 
Charles  S.  .Jolin=ou. 
Jarvis  D.  Smith. 
Thomas  Batchelder. 
Edwin  \V.  ]i<iswonh. 
Noah  Blodgctt. 
Nathan  Packard. 
Jeremiali  Stctaou,  Jr. 


At  the  request  of  Nahum  J.  Smith  and  twenty- 
four  other  members  a  meeting  was  called  by  Hon. 
Jesse  Perkins,  Esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  wliicli 
met  at  the  hall  of  Col.  Edward  Southworth,  April 
30,  1838,  at  seven  o'clock  p.m.,  for  the  purpo.se  of 
organization,  at  which  time  Edward  Southworth,  Jr., 
was  chosen  clerk,  who  took  the  oath  of  affirmation  in 
the  usual  form  ;  Jacob  W.  Crosby,  Nahum  J.  Smith, 
John  L.  Skinner  were  chosen  overseers;  Cyrus 
Packard,  treasurer  and  collector,  besides  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  constitution  and  by-laws  ;  meeting  then 
adjourned  to  May  8,  1838.  The  "  meeting  met 
according  to  adjournment,  and,  after  discussing  vari- 
ous matters  connected  with  the  society,  adjourned  to 
June  7th,"  when  they  again  came  together  for  friendly 
conversation  and  again  adjourned  sine  die. 

The  above  is  the  latest  record  to  be  found  concern- 
ing this  society  ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  society 
did  not  flourish  for  any  length  of  time. 

St.  Patrick's  Eoman  Catholic  Church. — Previ- 
ous to  the  year  1856  the  members  of  this  church  were 
attendant  on  church  worship  in  private  houses  and 
in  the  various  halls  in  the  village,  and  were  supplied  by 
transient  clergymen.  During  that  year  Rev.  Thomas 
B.  McNulty  came  to  the  town  as  a  stated  pastor,  in 
connection  with  some  others  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
the  care  of  which  devolved  upon  him. 

Rev.  Thomas  B.  McNulty  was  born  in  London- 
derry, Ireland ;  fitted  for  college  at  Londonderry 
Academy  ;  graduated  at  Foyle  College  ;  studied  phi- 
losophy and  tlicology  at  Irish  College,  Paris ;  was 
ordained  June  6,  1846,  at  the  parisli  church  of  Sul- 
pice,  by  Monsieur  Affr6,  Archbiahop  of  Paris;  came 
to  America  in  1853,  and  after  preaching  at  Lowell, 
Salem,  and  other  places,  was  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Brockton  and  vicinity. 

Here  he  soon  succeeded  in  gathering  a  large  number 
of  regular  church  worshipers,  and  during  the  same 
year  purchased  a  parcel  of  land  for  the  sum  of  live 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  situated 
on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street,  near  Wales'  Corner, 
in  the  south  part  of  the  village,  and  containing  about 
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tliree-fourths  of  an  acre,  upon  which  he  has  caused  a 
large  and  splendid  church  edifice  to  he  erected,  one 
hundred  and  ten  feet  louf;,  fifty  feet  wide,  built  in  the 
Komanesque  style  of  architecture.  The  basemeut  is 
built  of  Quincy  granite.  The  principal  story  is  of 
brick,  triniujcd  with  freestone.  The  tower  and  steeple 
Is  one  hundred  and  eighty  feel  iu  heigiit.  The  audi- 
tory is  furnished  with  one  hundred  and  forty-six  slips, 
capable  of  holding  seven  hundred  persons.  The  altar 
is  at  the  west  end  of  the  building,  and  at  the  east  or 
front,  end  is  the  choir-gallery.  The  chancel- window 
is  made  of  stained  glass,  with  emblematic  panes  rep- 
resenting the  four  evangelists, — Matthew,  Mark,  Luke, 
and  John.  The  house  is  furnished  with  a  magnificent 
organ,  from  the  manul'actory  of  E.  &  G.  G.  Hook,  of 
Boston.  Upon  the  side  walls  are  displayed  fourteen 
pictures,  representing  different  scenes  in  the  Lord's 
Pa.ssiou,  painted  at  great  expense  in  Italy.  The  cost 
of  the  church  was  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  which, 
together  with  the  land,  cost  about  thirty  thou.sand 
dollars.  The  architects  were  Messrs.  Fuller  &  Ryder, 
of  Boston.  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Nashua,  N.  II.,  was  the 
contractor.  The  preacher's  pulpit,  also  the  railing 
around  the  altar,  was  manufactured  by  Messrs.  How- 
ard, Clark  &  Co.  la  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
house  is  the  sacristy,  and  in  the  northeast  corner  is  a 
private  room,  out  of  which  is  the  entrance  to  the  base- 
ment story.  In  point  of  durability  and  style  of 
architecture,  when  built,  this  house  was  not  sur- 
passed by  any  in  the  town.  Its  position  is  prominent, 
and  makes  a  bold  appearance  upon  the  principal  thor- 
oughfare in  town. 

This  church  was  dedicated  Sunday,  May  22,  1859, 
and,  although  the  weather  was  quite  rainy,  there  was 
a  large  assembly  present.     The  services  were  as  follows : 

Bishop  Fitzpalrick,  of  Boston,  delivered  the  sermon; 
high  mass  wa.s  celebrated  by  Rev.  Mr.  Roach,  of  Ran- 
dolph ;  Rev.  Mr.  Shahen,  of  Salem,  officiated  as  deacon ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Tallon,  of  New  Bedford,  as  sub-deacou;  Rev. 
Mr.  Haley,  of  Boston,  was  master  of  ceremonies,  a 
number  of  other  priests  assisting ;  Rev.  Mr.  McElroy, 
of  Boston,  preached  at  vespers;  singing  was  performed 
by  a  choir  from  Salem. 

The  number  of  attendants  on  church  worship  at 
this  place  is  about  two  thousand. 

The  following  is  the  organization  of  this  church  for 
188-i: 

Rev.  Thomas  B.  McNulty,  pastor;  Rev.  Francis 
J  Glynn  and  Rev.  Michael  Doherty,  assistant  priests; 
Patrick  Gilmore,3uperinteudentof  the  Sabbath-school ; 
Arthur  Dimond,  organist. 

Bethesda  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  Campello. 
— About  the  year  1854  there  were  a  few  Swedes  who 


came  to  the  town,  finding  employment  iu  the  various 
shoe  manufactories.  Since  that  time,  and  up  to  the 
present,  they  have  increased  iu  numbers,  till  at  length 
it  was  deemed  advisable  among  the  new-comers  to  have 
religious  services  in  their  native  language.  After 
preaching  in  a  hall  for  a  time,  a  new  house  of  worship 
was  erected  on  the  east  side  of  Main  Street,  in  Cam- 
pello, in  1867.  The  building  is  about  thirty  by  sixty 
feet,  with  a  steeple  seventy-five  feet  high.  The  audi- 
ence-room contains  sittings  for  about  three  huudrud 
persons.  It  has  a  neat  pulpit,  painted  while,  with  gilt 
trimmings,  with  a  railing  around  the  same  The  main 
building  has  stained-glass  windows, rendering  the  whole 
very  pleasing.  This  church  has  been  quite  flourishing, 
and  now  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Communi- 
cants, 150  members. 

The  pastors  have  been  as  follows: 

Rev.  Henry  0.  Lindeblad,  July,  1869-72;  Rev. 
John  G.  Princell,  1872-73  ;  Rev.  A.  Hull,  1873-80  ; 
Rev.  Michael  U.  Norberg,  1880,  the  present  pastor. 

Madame  Christine  Nilsson,  the  famous  songstress, 
when  visiting  this  country,  sang  at  a  coiiceri  held  in 
this  church,  November,  1870,  the  proceeds  of  which 
she  kindly  donated  to  this  society  to  free  them  from 
debt.  The  amount  received  as  the  benefit  of  that 
concert  was  about  two  thousand  dollars.  A  street  has 
since  been  named  by  the  town  in  honor  of  her  benefi- 
cent gift  to  this  people. 

This  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  Swedish  Church 
built  in  New  England,  and  is  now  fully  established 
under  the  New  York  Conference  of  Swedish  Churches. 
The  society  have  recently  raised  their  church  edifice, 
and  placed  a  brick  basement,  for  religious  meetings, 
under  the  same,  thus  furnishing  them  with  a  large 
vestry  for  evening  services.  Sabbath-schools,  etc. 
The  entire  cost  of  the  building  is  about  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

List  of  officers  in  this  church  in  1884  : 

Rev.  Michall  U.  Norberg,  pastor;  C.  A.  Nilson, 
Gustavus  Lundberg,  Andrew  Swanson,  Gustavo  Carl- 
son, Martin  Moberg,  trustees;  Swan  T.  Johnson, 
Charles  Anderson,  John  A.  Slaf,  Paul  N.  Cuok,  dea- 
cons;  Andrew  Swanson,  clerk. 

Swedish  Evangelical  Independent  Church, 
Campello. — The  church  was  the  outgruwlli  of  the 
Bolhcsda  Swedish  Church  in  Campello,  and  origin- 
ated with  a  few  members  who  withdrew  from  the 
above-named  church  and  organized  themselves  into 
an  independent  body,  and  commenced  services  in 
Drake's  Hall,  where  they  worshiped  about  uue  year, 
when  they  erected  a  church  of  their  own,  on  Nilsson 
Street,  but  a  short  distance  from  the  oiiginal  Swedish 
Church.     It  has  about  one  hundred  communicants. 
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A  lot  of  land   was   purchased  of  Jonaa   R.    Perkius,  ' 
Esq.,  in  18S0,  ou  which  tliey  erected  a  buildinj;  fifty  i 
by   thirty,   which    was   completed   aud    dedicated    in 
1881,  on  the  same  day  of  the  assa.>^siiiation  of  Presi- 
dent Garfield.     The  buildini:  is  a  neat,  plain  building, 
without  any  tower,  with  a  choice  lot  of  land  around  | 
the  same,  neatly  kept,  with  a  gross  lawn.  ; 

The  interior  aspect  Is  pleasant,  and  contains  sittings  I 
for  about  two  hundred  persons.  The  seats  are  of  ash, 
in  keeping  with  the  entire  building.  They  have  a 
neat  pulpit,  a  divan  presented  by  Lyman  Carlson,  and 
a  "Smith  cabinet  organ."  The  cost  of  the  church 
is  about  twenty-five  hundred  dollars. 

In  the  recess  back  of  the  pulpit  is  a  cross  made 
of  native  cedar,  standing  ou  the  floor,  on  the  arms  of 
which  is  a  representation  of  the  nails ;  on  the  cen- 
tre of  tiie  cross  is  a  crown  of  thorns  made  from  the 
thorn-tree,  Euphorbia  spleadeiis,  which  was  imported 
from  Palestine  and  presented  to  the  church.  Over 
and  above  this  are  the  words,  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  and 
Latin  : 

*'  Jt'nun  of  Nnzurtthj  Kimj  of  the  Jewi," 

Directly  over  the  pulpit  is  the  followiug  inscription  : 
ETT  BARN  AROSS  FODTENSON,  AROSS  QIVEN.i 
The  first   pastor  was  Rev.  Andirs  Gustaf  Nilson ; 
the  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Emil  Holmblad. 
List  of  officers  of  this  church  for  1884 : 
Rev.  Emil   Holmblad,  pastor;   Gustave  Smith,  sec- 
retary ;    John   Peterson,   treasurer ;    Augustus  Dean, 
superintendent  of  Sabbath-school ;    Alfred   Johnson, 
as.slstaiit  pastor. 

First  TJniversalist  Church  and  Society.— This 
society  was  organized  Aug.  31,  1857,  at  which  time 
Josiuh  V.  Bisbee  was  chosen  clerk  ;  David  E.  Studley, 
treasurer  ;  Ellis  Packard,  O.  0.  Patten,  Lorenzo  D. 
Hervey,  F.  0.  Howard,  William  H.  Cooper,  executive 
committee  ;  Thaddeus  E.  Gifford,  collector. 

Previous  to  this  time  this  denomination  had  no 
regular  preaching,  and  since  its  organization  it  has 
had  transient  preachers  until  the  settlement  of  Rev. 
William  A.  Start. 

The  following  persons  compo.sed  the  society  at  its 
formation  :  Otis  llayward,  Lorenzo  D.  Hervey,  Ellis 
Packard,  David  Hall,  David  F.  Studley,  F.  O.  Howard, 
Amasa  O.  Glover,  Marcus  Holmes,  Oren  Burtlett, 
Thomas  Swift,  E.  L.  Thayer,  Jerome  Thomas,  F.  A, 
Thayer,  Luther  Tower,  Martin  Packard,  Isaac  Harris, 
Waldo  Field,  Thaddeus  E.  Gifford,  Edwin  E.  Pollard, 
John  W.  Hayward,  A.   B.   Marstou,   Seth   Leonard, 


'  Translated  reads,  "  Unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  ua  a  sod 
is  given." 


Joseph  E.  Estes,  Josiah  V.  Bisbee,  O.  O.  Patten, 
Charles  E.  Tribou,  Samuel  F.  Tribou,  Elijah  Tolman, 
C.  G.  Swift. 

The  society  erected  a  ueat  and  commodious  house 
of  worship  on  Elm  Street  in  the  month  of  May,  18(33. 
Its  dimensions  are  sixty  feet  in  length,  thirty-eight  in 
width,  and  contains  sixty  pews,  capable  of  seating 
three  hundred  persons  comfortably.  The  pews  are  of 
a  circular  form,  with  the  seats  nicely  cushioned,  floor 
carpeted,  and  in  all  respects  the  house  i.>i  complete. 
In  the  rear  of  the  pulpit  is  the  following  inscription 
upon  the  wall,  which  is  nicely  frescoed  :  "  Behold.  I 
bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be 
unto  all  people."  Underneath  this  house  is  a  capa- 
cious and  convenient  vestry. 

The  house  was  dedicated,  with  appropriate  exer- 
cises, on  Wednesday,  May  20,  1863,  commencing  at 
10  o'clock  A.M.,  aa  follows:  1,  voluntary,  by  the 
choir;  2,  prayer  of  invocation,  by  Rev.  E.   Hewitt; 

3,  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  B.  Heath  ; 

4,  anthem,  by  the  choir ;  5,  consecrating  prayer,  by 
Rev  A.  P.  Cleverly  ;  6,  hymn  ;  7,  sermon,  by  Uev. 
A.  A.  Miner,  of  Boston  ;  8,  anthem ;  9,  prayer,  by 
Rev.  H.Jewell;  10,  hymn;  11,  benediction.  The 
sermon  was  from  the  text  in  Psalm  xxii.  27,  28  : 
"  For  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's :  and  he  is  the  gov- 
ernor among  the  nations."  At  the  cuuclusion  of  these 
services  the  friends  were  invited  to  a  most  generous 
repast  in  the  vestry,  and  the  society  spared  no  pains 
or  expense  to  secure  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual 
comfort  to  their  visitors.  After  a  short  intermission 
the  services  of  installing  Rev.  William  A.  Start  as 
pastor  of  the  church  were  commenced  in  the  following 
order  of  e;iercises :  1,  anthem,  by  the  choir  ;  2,  invo- 
cation, by  Rev.  J.  Eastwood,  of  Brighton  ;  3,  reading 
of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  M.  R.  Leonard,  of  South 
Dedham  ;  4,  hymn  ;  5,  sermon,  by  Rev.  J.  Crehoro, 
of  Abington,  text,  Eph.  iv.  12,  13:  "For  the  per- 
fecting of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for 
the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ :  till  we  all  come 
in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  tiie  measure  of 
the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ."  The  .sermon 
was  very  timely  and  effective,  as  well  as  practical, 
showing  fully  the  needs  of  a  minister,  his  dependence 
ou  the  people  for  support,  the  minister's  relation  to 
the  sorrowing,  the  various  relations  of  the  peo]>le, 
and  the  sources  of  inspiration  to  his  labor,  and  the 
awards  as  fruits  of  his  toil.  5,  hymn  ;  (J,  installing 
prayer,  by  Rev.  G.  11.  Emerson,  of  Somerville ;  7, 
charge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Miner,  of  Boston  ; 
8,  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  James  East- 
wood, of  Brighton  ;  9,  charge  to  the  people,  by  llev. 
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A.  P.  Cleverly,  of  Bostuu  ;   10,  prayer;   11,  authem  ; 
12,  beneJiclioD,  by  the  pastor. 

Tliis  soeiety  owe  much  of  tiieir  success  to  the  active, 
zealou.s,  auJ  persevering  eflForts  of  Rev.  A.  P.  Cleverly 
anil  Rev.  J.   Crehore. 

First  Baptist  Church.. — This  church  was  coiisti- 
tutuJ  Jan.  10,  1850,  ami  consisted  of  seventeen  mem- 
bers, tiie  names  of  which  are  as  follows  :  Rev.  James 
An  Jem  (pastor),  Emma  A.  Audem,  Williams  AlJen, 
Persia  Packard,  Nathaniel  Shepardsou,  Alplieus  Al- 
deii,  Priscilla  C.  Alden,  Edmund  R.  Wade,  Julia  Ann 
Wade,  Harriet  Thayer,  Joanna  Packard,  Olive  T. 
Packard,  Caroline  F.  Packard,  Sally  Hall,  A.  Amanda 
Frencli,  Frederick  L.  Trow,  Jonas  P.  Jameson.  Offi- 
cers of  the  church:  Rev.  James  Audeui,  pastor; 
Edward  S.  Packard,  George  F.  Parish,  deacons;  Al- 
pheus  Alden,  clerk;  Edmund  R.  Wade,  treasurer; 
Deacou  Edward  S.  Packard,  Deacon  George  F.  Parish, 
Nathaniel  Shepardsou,  F.  L.  Trow,  slandiug  com- 
mittee. 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  this  church,  in  1S50, 
those  members  belonging  in  the  town  had  met  in  a 
hall,  where  they  had  preaching  from  February,  1849, 
Rev.  Isaac  Woodbury,  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  being  the 
first  preacher,  who  preached  for  four  successive  Sab- 
baths. The  people  were  next  supplied  with  transient 
miniaters,  mostly  from  the  Newton  Tiieolugical  Insti- 
tute, among  whom  was  Rev.  S.  A.  Thomits,  of  Digh- 
ton,  who  spent  one  of  his  vacations  with  tiiem.  Rev. 
James  Audem,  of  Brookliue,  commenced  to  sup|)ly 
their  pulpit  for  one  year,  from  October,  1849.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1850  the  church  had  great  encourage- 
ment to  erect  a  house  of  worship,  the  numbers  having 
already  increased  from  seventeen  members  to  fifty- 
seven  in  the  short  space  of  one  year.  Its  members 
consisted  mostly  of  young  persons,  and  not  belonging 
to  the  most  wealthy  class,  their  perseverance  in  erect- 
ing and  sustaining  a  church  is  all  the  more  creditable. 

A  small  hut  neat  liouse  of  worship  was  ereuted  by 
this  society  in  September,  1850,  fifty  feet  lung,  thirty- 
five  feet  wide,  twenty  feet  high,  without  steeple  or 
bell,  costing  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
which  was  dedicated  Jan.  22,  1851,  with  the  follow- 
ing exercises:  1,  chant;  2,  invocation;  3,  hymn, 
written  by  the  pastor,  RfV.  James  Andem  (music,  by 
Isaac  T.  Packard), — 

"Praise  dwell  on  every  tongue, 
Wiiile  Zion's  citurts  \vu  throng, — 

Au^|iiciou8  ilay  ! 
Lot  every  beurt  unitu 
To  bail  tby  cbecriug  light, 
Chading  dark  ^h.ide:^  with  bright 

And  heavenly  ray. 


"The  grace  thy  love  bestows 
Like  streams  in  fullness  flows, 

Anuieat  of  days ! 
Tbou  who  on  earth  once  dwelt, 
Make  thy  pure  presence  felt 
Where  humbly  we  bavo  koett 
In  prayer  and  praise. 

*'  In  this  thy  dwelling-place, 
Let  wisdom,  truth,  and  gi-ace 

In  worship  blend. 
These  courts  thy  glory  till, 
As  dew  on  llcrmun's  hill, 
Thy  purer  love  distill, 

And  here  descend." 

7,  reading  of  the  Scriptures  ;  5,  introductory  prayer  ; 

6,  hymn,  written  by  Rev.  James  Andem, — 

"Great  God,  our  Father  and  our  Friend, 
Before  thy  throne  thy  children  bend; 
Let  songs  of  praise  before  thee  swell, 
AVhile  in  thy  courts  tby  children  dwell. 

"  Great  Source  of  truth,  to  thee,  in  prayer, 
We  give  this  house; — mako  it  thy  earo. 
Here  let  thy  saint.s,  a  goodly  vino, 
Nurtured  by  grace,  be  lolnAhj  thine. 

"  Be  thou  their  shield  ami  tbou  their  rock, — 
Be  Christ  the  shepherd  of  his  lluck, — 
And  hoary  age  and  blooming  youth 
Uero  drink  of  living  wells  of  trutli. 

*'  From  year  to  year  loud  anthcuis  rise 
In  saored  numbci's  to  the  skies, 
And  prayer  ascend  from  Zion's  hill, 
That  heavenly  grace  may  here  distill. 

"Praise  to  thy  name,  through  Christ  thy  Son, 
Great  God,  for  what  thy  love  has  done; 
When  praise  on  earth  is  still  in  death. 
We'll  praise  thy  uumo  with  nobler  breath." 

7,  sermon,  by  Rev.  Pharcellus  Church,  D.D.  ;  8, 
dedicatory  prayer;  9,  anthem;  10,  benediction,  by 
the  pastor. 

The  land  on  which  their  building  stood  is  on  the 
west  side  of  Montello  Street,  and  was  purchased  of 
Mr.  Sidney  Perkins  for  the  sum  oi'  three  hundred 
dollars. 

The  second  minister  ordained  was  Rev.  Richard 
K.  Ashley.  The  ordination  was  Sept.  29,  1S52,  and 
consisted  of  the  following : 

1,  voluntary,  by  the  choir;  2,  reading  of  doings  of 
council ;  3,  reading  of  Scriptures  and  introductory 
prayer;  4,  the  Lord  hath  cho.seu  Zion  ;  5,  ordination 
sermon  on  that  occasion  was  by  Rev.  J.  Aldrich,  of 
AHddleboro',  Mass.; — t),  antlium,  "How  Bcautilul 
upon  the  Mountains  ;"  7,  ordaining  prayer,  by  Rev.  I. 
Smith,  of  East  Stoughton  ;  8,  charge  to  the  pa.^tor, 
by  Rev.  N.  Colver,  of  South  Abington  ;  9,  right  hand 
of  fellow.ship,  by  Rev.  A.  E.  Battulle,  of  iMaialiticld  ; 
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10,  address  to  tlie  people,  by  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Keely, 
of  Kingston,  Mass. ;  11,  hyuin, — ■'  We  bid  Thee  Wel- 
come in  the  Name;"  12,  concluding;  prayer;  13,  dox- 
olo^y, — "  Praise  God  from  whom  ail  blessings  flow  ;" 
14,  benediction,  by  tiie  pastor. 

Their  buildinfi  was  sold  at  auction,  July  13,  1854, 
to  Samuel  S.  Brett  and  Fearins  W.  Bent,  and  was 
used  as  an  armory  for  the  North  Bridj;ewater  Dragoons. 

For  many  years  the  society  had  no  regular  church 
services,  until  at  length  new  life  was  infused  into  the 
Baptist  brethren,  and  a  new  tire  was  kindled  from  the 
remaining  embers  of  the  old  society  with  gratifying 
results. 

Here  follows  the  record  of  the  now  enterprise: 

"The  Fikst  Baptist  Ciiurcu. — TUe  movement  which  had 
been  in  proj^resu  suverul  weekd,  under  the  direction  of  Uev.  G. 

11.  Perry,  of  Middleburo',  resulted  in  the  formatiun  of  a  Daptidt 
Churcli  under  the  above  mime,  and  iitarted  with  a  membership 
of  thii-ty-five.  The  meetinj^  for  organization  tooi£  place  on 
Tuesiluy  evening,  April  17,  1877,  the  venerable  Father  Fitz 
bciii;^  present  and  taking  part  in  the  devotional  exerci»e:i.  It 
was  voted  lh.it  tlie  now  church  meet  the  council  culled  for  thu 
purpose  of  cxtendiug  recognition  iind  present  the  articles  of 
faith  adopted. 

"On  Wednesday  afternoon,  April  25,  1S77,  a  council  assem- 
bled in  the  First  Congregational  Church  for  the  purpose  of  for- 
mally recognizing  the  new  organization.  It  was  composed  of 
pastors  unil  delegates  from  the  following  churches: 

"  Middlcboro* :  Rev.  G.  G.  Fairbanks,  pastor;  Stephen  B. 
Giblis,  J.  T.  Wood,  delegates. 

"South  Abingtou  :  Rev.  L.  B.  Hatch,  pastor;  D.  B.  Gurney, 
J.  L,  Corthcll,  delegates. 

"South  Hanson:  Rev.  J.  B.  Reed,  pastor, 

"Plymouth:  Rev.  B.  P.  IJynim,  pastor;  A.  J.  Whiting,  E. 
C.  Turner,  delegates. 

"New  BeJford:  Rev.  C.  A.  Snow,  pastor;  G.  H.  Perry, 
George  Matthews,  <lclcgutes. 

"Cochesett:  Rev.  H.  II.  Beaman,  pastor;  G.  W.  Hill,  H. 
Merritt,  delegates. 

"Carver:  Rev.  G.  N.  Fullerlon,  pastor;  H.  A.  Lucas,  H.  C. 
Corvill,  delegates. 

"Boston:  Rev.  A.  Pollard,  D  D. 

"Middleboro':  Rev.  H.  Fitz. 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Fairbanks  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Rev.  B.  P. 
Byram  clerk.  Prayer  was  olfored  by  Rev.  Dr,  Pollard.  Slate- 
menis  were  presented  showing  the  action  which  had  been  taken 
in  the  organization  of  the  church,  and  it  was  unanimously 
voted  that  the  proceedings  be  approved,  and  that  the  public 
3ervice<)f  recognition  take  place.  The  order  was  arranged  and 
carried  through  as  follows: 

"  Invoc:ition,  llcv.  J.  C.  Reed,  of  Hanson;  hymn,  Rev.  II. 
II.  Beaman,  of  Cochesett;  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  Rev.  B. 
P.  Byram,  of  Plymouth;  hymn,  Rev.  R.  G.  S.  McNeille,  of  thu 
Porter  Church,  lirocktcm ;  prayer,  Rev.  G.  G.  Fairbanks,  of 
Middleboro*;  sermon,  Rev.  C.  A.  Snow,  of  New  Bedford; 
prayer  of  recognition,  Rev,  Dr.  A.  Pollard,  of  Boston;  hand  of 
fellowship.  Rev.  L.  B.  Hatch,  of  South  Abington  ;  charge,  Rev. 
H.  Fitz,  of  .Middleboro';  benediction.  Rev.  G.  N.  Fullerlon,  of 
Carver. 

"The  services  were  all  of  deep  interest,  the  sermon  being  an 
able  elueiihition  of  the  te.\t,  '  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in 
him,  the  same  biingeth  forth  much  fruit.'" 


The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  Joshua  Tillsoii,  of  Hing- 
ham,  Mass.,  a  preacher  of  the  Massachusetts  Baptist 
Convention. 

Mr.  Tillson  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Oscar  Dwight 
Thomas,  of  Springfield,  Mass. 

The  public  services  attending  the  recognition  of 
Mr.  Thomas  as  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Cliureh  in 
Brockton  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening.  Doc.  18, 
1878,  in  Perkins'  Hall,  Main  Street.  The  apartment 
w;is  neatly  and  tastefully  trimmed  with  festoons,  mot- 
toes, etc.,  and  presented  a  very  attractive  appearance. 
A  large  audience  was  present  to  witness  the  services, 
which  were  of  deep  interest  throughout.  The  exer- 
cises took  place  in  the  following  order : 

Invocation,  by  Rev.  D.  A.  Jordan,  of  the  Central 
Methodist  Church,  Brockton  ;  anthem,  by  the  choir, 
utider  the  direction  of  T.  G.  Nye ;  reading  of  the 
Scriptures,  by  Rev.  Z.  T.  Sullivan,  of  the  Porter 
Church,  Brockton  ;  prayer,  by  Rev.  C.  D.  Sweet,  of 
Middleboro' ;  singing,  hymn  read  by  Rev.  H.  I.  Kel- 
soy,  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Brockton; 
sermon,  by  Rev.  H.  K.  Potter,  of  Springfield  ;  prayer 
of  recognition,  by  Rev.  L.  G.  Barrett,  of  South 
Abington  ;  singing ;  welcome  address  to  the  pastor, 
by  Rev.  G.  G.  Fairbanks,  of  Middleboro'  ;  address  to 
the  churcii,  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Bosworth,  D.D.,  of  Hav- 
erhill ;  doxology,  by  the  congregation  ;  benediction, 
by  the  pastor. 

Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  is  from  Springfield,  where  he 
has  held  the  pastorate  of  a  young  Baptist  Church  for 
three  or  four  years.  His  success  in  the  field  he  left, 
and  the  exceedingly  favorable  impres.sion  he  h;is  made, 
both  among  the  people  to  whom  he  comes  as  a  min- 
ister and  others  in  the  place  whom  he  has  met,  en- 
courage great  hope  that  his  labors  here  may  nut  only 
strengthen  and  establish  the  ecclesiastical  organiza- 
tion of  which  he  has  now  become  the  head,  but  may 
also  add  largely  to  the  Christian  forces  in  operation 
here  for  the  diffusion  of  religious  truth  and  light 
among  the  people.  Our  friends  of  the  Baptist  Churcli 
are  to  be  warmly  congratulated  on  the  consummation 
of  their  relations. 

This  church  has  a  neat  edifice  for  church  worship, 
occupying  a  commanding  position,  at  the  corner  of 
Belmont  and  Pond  Streets,  seventy-four  by  forty-one 
feet  floor,  with  a  bell-tower  and  spire,  one  hundred 
feet  high,  on  the  prominent  corner,  through  which, 
as  well  as  at  the  otiicr  front  corner,  are  the  entrances 
to  the  building.  The  audience-room  presents  ;in  ex- 
ceedingly attractive  appearance,  the  ceiling  being  car- 
ried up  under  the  roof,  stained  Gothic  witidows  admit- 
ting light,  and  handsome  pews  of  ash  furnishing  the 
sitting  accommodations  for  the  congregation.     At  the 
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southerly  end  is  ihe  preaclior's  platform,  which  has 
been  furniahed  with  a  neat  and  tasteful  deak,  chairs, 
etc.,  aud  underneatli  the  floor  is  arranged  a  large  tank 
or  baptistery.  At  the  riglit  of  tlie  platform  and  under 
an  arehed  alcove  are  the  seats  for  the  choir,  while  on 
the  opposite  side  is  a  retiring-room  for  the  pastor  and 
stairway  to  the  vestry,  and  over  the  entrance-ways  is 
located  a  commodious  gallery.  A  pretty  carpet  covers 
the  floor,  comfortable  cushions  are  provided  for  the 
pews,  while  harmonizing  with  both  is  the  neat  and 
pleasing  fresco  that  covers  walls  and  ceiling.  In  the 
rece.ss,  in  the  rear  of  the  pulpit,  is  the  cabinet  organ, 
and  ou  the  wall  is  the  following: 

"The  lord  is  in  uis  Uoi.v  Tlmple." 

The  lot  on  which  the  building  stands  cost  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars.  The  house 
was  built  by  James  Beal,  master  builder,  at  a  cost  of 
about  eleven  thousand  dollars,  and  has  sittings  in  the 
main  audience- room  for  about  four  hundred  and  fifty 
people.  The  vestry  will  seal  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  persun.s.  The  new  edifice  was  dedicated  to  the 
Worship  of  God  on  Thursday,  March  17,  ISSl,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  and  deeply-interested  congregation, 
who  came  from  towns  adjoining  aud  from  places  more 
remote.  The  services  were  in  charge  of  the  pastor, 
Kev.  0.  D.  Thomas,  and  were  arranged  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Voluntary;  invocation,  by  Rev.  N.  N. 
Glazier,  of  South  Abington  ;  reading  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, by  Rev.  J.  C.  Foster,  of  Randolph  ;  singing,  by 
the  choir;  prayer,  by  Rev.  G.  G.  Fairbanks,  of  Mid- 
dleboro' ;  hymn,  sung  by  the  congregation  ;  report  of 
the  building  committee  ;  sermon,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Gordon, 
of  Boston  ;  hymn  ;  dedicatory  prayer,  by  Rev.  G.  W. 
Bosworth,  D.D.,  of  Boston;  singing;   benediction. 

The  musical  part  of  the  services  was  under  the 
direction  of  Loyed  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  with  Miss 
Minnie  Chamberlain  at  the  organ,  and  a  well-drilled 
choir,  reinforced  for  the  occasion  by  some  of  our  well- 
known  singers. 

The  report  of  the  building  committee  was  read  by 
the  pastor,  showing  the  eliurch  as  substantially  free  of 
debt,  and  thanking  the  many  who  have  aided  iu  the 
enterprise. 

The  sermon  by  Dr.  Gordon  w;is  founded  on  the 
text  in  John  xv.  24  :  "  If  I  had  not  done  among 
tliem  the  works  which  none  other  man  did,  they  had 
not  had  sin,"  from  which  the  preacher  developed  the 
twofold  theme, — the  approving  and  reproving  char- 
acter of  Christ's  works.  It  was  an  able  presentation 
of  the  subject,  and  was  listened  to  with  deep  atten- 
tion. 

This  society  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and   the 


uumbers  are  increasing  rapidly, — so  iliat  the  work  of 
the  church  is  not  confined  to  this  locality,  but  it  is 
proposed  to  branch  out  in  the  good  work  of  the  gos- 
pel ministry.  The  present  active  and  clfieient  pa.^tor 
has  already  the  elements  of  strength  for  a  new  church 
in  the  northerly  portion  of  the  city,  where  he  has 
a  mission  church,  which  originated  in  the  starting 
of  preaching  in  what  is  known  at  "Snell's  Grove,"  ou 
North  Main  Street,  June  14-,  1883.  Iu  SeptL-mber 
of  that  year  a  Sabbath-school  class  held  services  in  a 
vacant  store  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Oak  Streets. 
In  March,  1884,  they  moved  to  the  shop  of  Bradford 
Snell. 

Plans  have  been  matured  by  the  (jfficeis  of  this 
church  for  the  building  of  a  chapel,  to  be  located  on 
Snell  Street,  which  will  be  a  neat  edifice,  witii  sittiiig.s 
for  three  hundred  people.  On  the  same  floor  with 
the  auditorium  will  be  a  smaller  room  for  chapel 
purposes,  and  on  either  side  of  the  pulpit  will  lead  to 
anterooms  to  be  used  for  committee  meetings.  The 
finish  of  the  interior  will  be  of  ash.  The  windows  to 
be  in  cathedral  style  of  stained  glass.  The  out.-ide  of 
the  building  will  be  surmounted  with  a  tower  one 
hundred  feet  high. 

Charles  Jameson  is  the  present  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  scholars. 

The  organization  of  oflBcers  of  this  church  (or  1884 
is  as  follows: 

Rev.  Oscar  D.  Thomas,  pastor;  Josiah  R.  Gnriiey, 
Harvey  Merritt,  deacons ;  James  W.  Straehan,  Fred. 
S.  Thomas,  Trueman  Huntress,  finance  committee ; 
]']ugene  Remington,  clerk  ;  William  D.  Wilder,  treas- 
urer; Melvin  Hollis,  superintcjjdent  of  Sabbath  school ; 
James  Easton,  sexton. 

First  Methodist  Episcopal  Society. — Previous 
to  1830  there  was  no  regular  organized  society  of  this 
denomination  in  the  town.  Ou  the  0th  day  of  March 
iu  that  year  Nathaniel  Manley  and  one  huudred  and 
ten  others  formed  themselves  into  an  association,  with 
the  following  articles  of  agreement : 

"  Wheukas,  We  the  subscribers,  beiag  tlis[»oijeJ  to  eiicouraj^e 
and  priiLQOto  the  public  worship  of  Lioil  in  a  way  uj^rceuble  to 
the  dictates  of  uur  own  conscieneea,  do  hereby  a;^rec  to  form 
ourselves  into  a  retijjious  society  by  the  naiuo  of  the  '  First 
Episcopal  iMethodist  Society  in  North  Biid;,'ewater,'  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting,  carrying  on,  and  supporting  the  public 
worship  of  God  in  confortuity  to  uu  Act  passed  Feb.  Itj,  ISJf." 

Ou  the  12th  day  of  April  of  the  saiue  year  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Isaac  Packard,  John  Tilden,  and 
Galen  Mauley,  were  chosen  to  procure  land  and  erect 
a  church.  They  purchased  a  lot  of  land  of  Micah 
Packard  for  the  sum  of  §41.20,  it  being  the  lot  where 
the  house  now  stands.  A  house  was  erected,  fifty- 
four  feet  loug,  twenty-one  feet  wide,  twenty-two  feet 
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hijrh,  witli  a  sjjire  eif;lity  fout  hi-jh,  and  a  boll  wtigh- 
iui;  one  tliuusand  and  sixty  pounds,  made  by  George 
Holbruok,  of  Medway,  Mass.  Tlie  exterior  appear- 
ance of  llie  house  ia  neat,  painted  white,  with  nine 
windows  and  i;reeu  blinds.  The  interior  of  the  house 
is  well  furnished,  containing  fifty-eight  pews,  choir- 
gallery,  with  seats  tor  fifty  persons.  The  floor  is 
neatly  carpeted,  walls  arched  overhead.  In  1855  a 
clock  was  put  up,  and  in  18.")7  a  new  and  comiuodious 
pulpit  was  placed  in  the  house.  The  instrumental 
music  is  a  seraphine. 

The  house  was  built  under  the  direction  of  Messrs. 
Isaac  Hartwell,  John  Tilden,  and  Galen  Mauley,  as 
buildin;:  committee,  and  cost  three  thousand  dollars. 
Mr.  John  Peterson  was  master  carpenter.  A  parson- 
age-house was  built  in,  18(10. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  clergymen  who  have 
supplied  the  pulpit  of  this  society,  and  the  yeai-s  each 
has  served : 

Revs.  P.  Crandall,  1834-35;  E.  Bradley,  1835-30; 
D.  Kilburn,  1836-37  ;  Sanford  Benton,  1837-38 ; 
C.  Noble,  1838-39;  L.  Bates,  1840-41;  Anthony 
Palmer,  1841-43;  Henry  Mayo,  1843;  Lemuel  Har- 
low, 1844;  B.  M.Walker,  1845;  Dixon  Stebbins, 
1846-47;  T.  Spilsted,  1847-48;  G.  W.  Rogers, 
1848-49;  John  Livesey,  1849-50;  John  D.  King, 
1850-51  ;  Ebenezer  Blake,  1852-53  ;  Theophilus  B. 
Gurncy,  1853-54;  Azariah  B.  Wheeler,  1855  ;  J.  B. 
Weeks,   1860-61  ;   Israel  Washburn,   1861  ;   Charles 

A.  Carter,  18G2-C3;  W.  A.  Clapp,  1863-64;  Alex- 
ander  Anderson,  1865-66;   F.   Ryder,   1866-68;  J. 

B.  Wa.shburn,  1868-70;  Samuel  M.  Beal,  1870-73; 
Edward  L.  Hyde,  1873-74;  J.  W.  Wood,  1874-75; 
H.  Faville,  1875-76;  W.  G.  Wilson,  1876-78;  R. 
E.  Buckcy,  1878. 

Briducwater  Circuit  was  set  apart  from  Stoughtou 
and  Easton  July,  1832,  at  a  conference  held  in 
Providence,  R.  I. 

This  is  the  only  meeting-hou.se  in  this  section  of 
country  that  retained  the  corner-seats  especially  for  the 
colored  people,  which  were  in  the  corners  of  the  gallery. 
This  was  removed  at  the  time  of  the  remodeling  of  the 
church,  in  1873. 

From  1866  to  1870  this  church  worshiped  with  the 
cliurch  in  Easton,  holding  services  on  alternate  Sun- 
days. In  1870  the  plan  was  adopted  of  the  Boston 
University,  sending  students  to  supply  the  pulpit. 
That  arrangement  continued  for  several  years. 

In  1873  extensive  repairs  were  made  upon  this 
meeting-house  by  the  labors  of  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Beal, 
who  had  been  preaching  to  this  people  for  some  time. 
The  pulpit  was  transferred  to  the  opposite  end  of  the 
house,  the  pews  rearranged,  the  gallery  lowered,  pulpit 


platform  remodeled,  an  arched  recess  constructed  at  its 
rear,  a  new  black-walnut  railing  and  furniture  to  cor- 
respond was  furnished ;  new  lighting  fixtures,  new 
heating  apparatus ;  new  carpets  were  placed  on  the 
platform  and  aisles  ;  the  walls  freshly  colored  in  deli- 
cate tints ;  a  new  centre-piece  placed  on  the  ceiling, 
thus  rendering  the  audience-room  very  attractive. 

The  services  at  the  rededication  of  this  edifice  were 
held  March  13,  1873.  Rev.  Mr.  Dunham,  of  Easton, 
oifered  prayer  and  read  the  Scriptures.  Sermon 
preached  by  Rev.  G.  E.  Reed,  of  Fall  River. 

Preaching  services  are  held  at  1.30  p.m.  The 
Sunday-school  convening  at  noon.  The  salary  of  the 
pastor  is  paid  by  subscription. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  ufBcers  of  the  First  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  Brockton  Heights  : 

Rev.  A.  Hagerty,  pastor  ;  Samuel  Clark,  Bradford 
Packard,  George  Smith,  parish  committee  ;  Bradford 
Packard,  Samuel  Clark,  George  A.  Packard,  Mrs. 
Bradford  Packard,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Clark,  Jlrs.  M.  L. 
Reynolds,  Jlrs.  Charles  Phillips,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Snow, 
stewards ;  Seth  M.  Hall,  parish  clerk  ;  Bradford 
Packard,  treasurer  and  superintendent  of  Sunday- 
school. 

Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — This 
church  was  formed  March  2,  1842,  consisting  of  about 
thirty  members,  among  whom  were  the  following 
persons : 

Sanford  Alden,  Eliza  G.  Alden,  Liberty  Packard, 
Mary  A.  Packard,  Israel  Packard,  Jr.,  Jane  W.  Pack- 
ard, Cornelius  H.  Dunham,  Lucia  Dunham,  Thaddeus 
I  Gilford,   Abigail   Gifford,   Mary    Edson,   Fearing   W. 
!  Bent,  Mehitabel   W.  Bent,  Jarvis   D.  Smith,  Martha 
Smith. 

The  society  first  held  meetings  in  Hayward's  Hall, 
commencing  March  2,  1842;  afterwards  occupied  the 
Unitarian  Church  till  July  23,  1843,  when  they  re- 
moved to  the  hall  of  Tyler  Cobb. 

Rev.  0.  G.  Smith  was  their  first  pastor,  who 
preached  to  them  from  the  organization  of  the  church 
till  1844.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Addison 
Childes,  of  the  Providence  Conference,  who  .soon 
after  closed  his  earthly  labors,  and  the  society  em- 
ployed Rev.  H.  C.  Atwater,  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  at  that  time  a  teacher  of  the  Adeliiliiaa 
Academy,  till  the  close  of  the  Conference  year,  when 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Conference,  and  stationed  there 
in  1845.  During  the  same  year,  a  plain  but  substan- 
tial house  of  worship  was  erected,  costing  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars,  built  by  Messrs.  Dunbar  & 
Soule,  and  dedicated  Jan.  8,  1846,  Rev.  Edward  T. 
Taylor  preaching  the  dedication  sermon.  Sanford 
Alden,  Fearing  W.  Bent,  Thomas  Hathaway,  Liberiy 
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Packard,  Israel  PackurJ,  Jr.,  Cornelius  II.  Dunliam, 
and  Oliver  D.  Sliupardson  were  appoiuted  tru.itce.-s. 

Rev.  Henry  Sniitli  was  located  for  this  church  in 
1846,  and  remained  two  years;  Rev.  Lemuel  Harlow 
in  1S4S,  but  was  udt  received. 

Here  follows  a  full  list  of  the  pastors  of  the  Second 
IMethodist  Epi.scopal  Chuich  : 

Revs.  Edward  Otherman,  1848;  John  B,  Ilusted, 
1S49;  John  Live.sey,  Jr.,  1850;  Azariah  B.  Wheeler, 
1851-52;  Eruslus  Benton,  1853;  Andrew  McKeoun, 
1854;  Robert  MeGonej;ul,  185G;  John  Cooper,  1857- 
58;  N.  Bemis,  1851);  Merritt  P.  Alderman,  18G0-G1 ; 
Thomas  Ely,  18f.2-C:i;  Frederic  A.  Crafts,  1864-66; 
John  How.son,  1867-68;  Joseph  H.  James,  1869-71 ; 
T.  M.  Hou.'ie,  1872-73  ;  S.  B.  Sweetzer,  1874  ;  Wil- 
liam T.  Harlow,  1875;  Dwight  A.  Jordan,  1876-78; 
George  A.  Morse,  187t)-80 ;  John  Ellis  Hawkins, 
1881-82;  Albert  P.  Palmer.  1883-84. 

During  the  year  1853  this  society  erected  a  new 
and  splendid  uhurch  edifice  at  an  expense  of  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars.  Barnab;is  Snow  was  the  con- 
tractor and  master-builder,  Isaiah  B.  Young,  of  Boston, 
architect.  The  building  is  ninety-four  feet  long  by 
sixty  feet  wide,  with  a  tower  one  hundred  and  ten  feet 
high,  containing  a  bell  weighing  eighteen  hundred  and 
tweuty-seveu  pounds,  iiom  the  foundry  of  Henry  N. 
Hooper,  of  Boston,  costing  six  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars.  The  interior  of  the  house  is  furnished  with 
one  hundred  and  ten  pews  and  an  elegant  organ, 
manufactured  by  Mr.  George  Stevens,  of  Cambridge, 
iNlass.  A  baptismal  font  of  marble  was  presented  to 
the  society  by  S.  S.  Green;  uLso  a  beautiful  Bible  aud 
hymn-book  presented  by  the  Young  Gentlemen's 
Charitable  As.-ioeiatiun  conuecied  with  the  church. 

The  corner-stone  of  this  church  was  laid  July  25, 
1853,  with  appropriate  ceremony,  as  follows:  1,  re- 
marks, by  Rev.  A.  B.  Wheeler;  2,  reading  of  the 
Word,  by  Rev.  Paul  Couch  ;  3,  singing  ;  4,  prayer,  by 
Rev.  T.  B.  Gurney  ;  5,  benediction. 

Previous  to  the  benediction  occurred  the  ceremony 
of  depositing  a  tin  box  in  one  of  the  corner  founda- 
tions of  the  tower,  which  contained  the  following: 

Records  of  the  Second  Methodist  Churcii  in  North 
Bridgewatcr;  names  of  original  aud  present  members 
of  the  Second  Conference  ;  officers  of  the  Sabbath- 
school  ;  trustees  of  the  chureli ;  building  committee  ; 
architect  aud  master-builder  ;  pastors  of  the  various 
churches  in  town  ;  copies  of  order  of  exercises  on  the 
occusiuu  ;  minutes  of  the  Providence  Annual  Confer- 
ence; mis.iionary  report  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  Sabbath-school  report;  discipliue  of  ihe 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  copies  of  Zion's  IleralJ, 
Chinch  Ailvocdte  and  Journal,  Missionari/  Advucule, 


Siibhath- School  Advocate,   North   Bridz/ewatcr  Gn- 
zette. 

This  house  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God 
June  1,  1854,  with  the  following  order  of  exercises, 
commencing  at  ten  and  a  half  o'clock  : 

1,  voluntary,  on  the  organ;  2,  reading  of  the  S4th 
Psalm,  by  Rev.  George  W.  Stearns;  3,  voluntary,  by 
the  choir;  4,  reading  of  the  y64th  hymn  of  the  .Meth- 
odist Collection,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Gould;  5,  reading  of 
Solomon's  prayer  at  the  dedication  of  the  tenjple  (1 
Kings  viii.),  by  Rev.  J.  Mather;  6,  dedicatory  ]jrayer, 
by  Rev.  F.  Upham  ;  7,  voluntary,  by  the  choir  ;  S, 
sermon,  by  Rev.  Miner  Raymond  (principal  of  Wil- 
braham  Academy),  text,  1  Tim.  i.  15, — "  This  !;■  a 
faithful  saying,  aud  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  wprld  to  save  sinners;" 
9,  concluding  prayer,  by  Rev.  I.  J.  P.  CoUyer;  lu, 
reading  of  the  970th  hymn,  by  Rev.  W.  T.  Ilarlow. 

The  sermon  was  spoken  of  as  a  masterly  exposition 
and  defense  of  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  the  gospel  as 
taught  by  that  denomination. 

Pews  were  sold  to  the  amount  of  sixteen  thuusand 
dollars  a  short  time  after  the  dedication,  and  every- 
thing bade  fair  for  a  prosperous  and  useful  society. 

This  church  was  blessed  with  a  great  revival  in 
Jauuary,  1843,  the  result  of  which  was,  large  num- 
bers were  added  to  the  church,  and  a  flourishing  Sab- 
bath-school organized  March  2,  1842. 

Superintendents  of  the  Sunday-school  have  been 
as  follows:  Liberty  Packard,  Arba  Pratt,  L.  I''.  C. 
Loomis,  Richard  P.  Thurston,  Israel  Packard,  Mciiry 
Baylies,  Charles  Worth,  Philip  Reynolds,  Rul'u-  L. 
Thacher^John  Filoons,  George  M.  Copeland,  Uriah 
Macoy,  Edwin  Sawtell,  J.  B.  Wiswell,  Cyrus  F.  Cope- 
land,  E.  T.  Sampson. 

The  church  organization  for  1884  is  as  follows : 
Rev.  A.  P.  Palmer,  pastor;  C.  F.  Copeland,  Apolas 
Eaton,  C.  Barney  Rounds,  George  M.  Cupjland,  F. 
S.  Reynolds,  W.  E.  Real,  WiMiam  A.  Pannentor, 
Charles  Hartwell,  Jr.,  J.  II.  Dickin.-son,  .-.tewards; 
Sauford  Wiuter,  president;  D.  B.  Lovell,  secretary; 
Philip  Reynolds,  treasurer  ;  N.  S.  Holmes,  Edwin  Saw- 
tell,  Asa  Snow,  Uriah  Maeoy,  C.  F.  Copeland,  Henry 
L.  Thompson,  trustees;  N.  S.  Holmes,  Philip  Rey- 
nolds, W.  H.  Gray,  J.  W.  Jameson,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Pal- 
mer, E.  T.  Sampson,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrcli  of  Campello. — In 
1870  the  number  of  attendants  upon  the  .Methodist 
Cliurch  worship  in  the  central  village  of  Brockton 
had  become  so  numerous,  and  the  many  inconveni- 
ences of  attendance  on  all  the  meetings  were  such, 
that  a   few  members  thouirht   the    lime    had    arrived 
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when  this  denomination  should  liave  a  church  of  their 
own  in  Cauipello.  Accordin^lj-,  Rev.  John  Livesey, 
a  preaclier,  who  iiad  formerly  supplied  in  tlie  First 
Church  at  the  "  West  Shares,"  was  appointed  to 
preach  to  the  people  of  Campelio  hy  the  New  England 
Southern  Conference  of  Methodist  Churclies,  formerly 
known  as  the  Providence  Conference.  Services  were 
comuienced  by  preaching  in  "  Huntington  Hall,"  on 
Main  Street,  in  the  early  part  of  1879.  On  the  ISth 
day  of  May  of  that  year  John  Montgomery,  a  well- 
known  and  active  member  of  the  Second  Chnreh  in 
the  village,  was  appointed  clas.sleader.  The  first 
year  the  church  numbered  fifty-fuur  members,  which 
has  incre;L->ed  to  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
members,  and  is  rapidly  increasing  with  the  growth 
of  the  city. 

In  18S0  a  lot  of  land  was  purchased  on  the  south 
side  of  South  Street,  sufficiently  large  for  a  church 
and  parsonage  buildings.  William  S.  Green  and 
George  R.  Pierce  were  building  committee.  A  neat 
wooden  building,  forty-five  by  sixty  feet,  with  au  ad- 
dition of  twelve  by  twenty,  was  erected,  surmounted 
with  a  small  tower,  in  which  is  a  bell. 

Philip  Reynolds,  of  Brockton,  contributed  one 
thousand  dollars  to  the  general  building  fund. 

The  interior  is  furnished  with  a  good  cabinet  organ, 
manufactured  by  George  Woods  &  Co.,  a  neat  black- 
walnut  pulpit,  presented  by  George  M.  Copeland,  of 
Brockton,  and  chairs  inclosed  within  a  rail,  of  the 
.same  material.  It  contains  sittings  for  three  hundred 
persons,  in  fifty-eight  pews.  In  1883  the  society 
added  a  two-story  parsonage  at  an  expense  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars.  The  church  cost  about  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  besides  the  improvements  now  being 
made  in  the  raising  of  the  church  building  and  adding 
a  vestry. 

Since  the  organization  was  started  it  has  had  the 
kind  assi.-taiice,  co-operation,  and  good  wishes  of  all 
the  other  churches,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
bidding  fair  to  become  a  large  .society. 

The  Ibllowing  persons  have  been  their  pastors  from 
the  comuieucemeut : 

Rev.  John  Livesey,  April,  1879,  to  April,  1881  ; 
Rev.  S.  F.  Chase,  April,  1881,  to  April,  1883  ;  Rev. 
Augustus  W.  Kingsley,  April,  1883, — is  the  present 
pastor. 

The  following  persons  were  officers  the  first  year  of 
the  organization  : 

Trustees,  L.  B.  Pratt,  Charles  Peterson,  John  Mont- 
gomery, George  A.  Haven,  George  R.  Pierce,  Willard 
Howard,  William  S.  Green,  Charles  H.  Eldridge, 
Howard  P.  Keith  ;  Stewards,  George  A.  Haven, 
George    R.    Pierce,  James   L.    Robinson,  Arthur   P. 


Alden,  John  Montgomery;  Superintendents  of  Sun- 
day-schools, George  R.  Pierce,  George  S.  Cobb. 

Rev.  Augustus  W.  Kingsley  was  born  in  Mont- 
ville.  Conn.,  Oct.  2,  1840,  son  of  Charles  and  Evelina 
(Spalding)  Kingsley;  graduated  at  Middletown  Uni- 
versity, Conn.,  1863;  joined  the  Providence  Confer- 
ence, 18U8 ;  settled  in  South  Manchester,  Conn., 
1868-70;  in  Burnside,  Conn.,  1873-75;  with  Hope 
Street  Methodist  Church,  Providence,  R.  I.,  1876- 
78;  Middleboro',  Mass.,  1879-81;  in  Burnside, 
Conn.,  1882  ;  in  Campelio,  Mass.,  1883-84. 


CHAPTER    VII. 

SOOTH    CONGREGATIONAL    SOCIETY    AND    CHURCH. 

Suutb  CoDgregutional  Society — First  Meeting-House — Dedii;a- 
tioD  of  the  Second  Meetiug-House — MoJer.iturs  of  Society 
^leetinga — Committee  of  the  Society — Clerks — Treasurers — 
List  of  Society  OIKcera  for  the  year  188-4 — South  Congrcgu- 
tiunal  Church — Church  Faith  and  Covenant — Ministry  of 
Uuv.  John  Dwight — Ministry  of  Rev.  Daniel  Ilumington — 
Ministry  of  Itev.  David  Temple  Pacl<ard — Mitiistry  of  Ilev. 
Cliarlea  W.  Wood — Ministry  of  Rev.  Leverett  S.  Woodworth 
—  Ministry  of  Rev.  John  T.  Blades — Deacons  of  the  South 
Congregational  Church. 

South  Congregational  Society. — This  society 
was  composed  of  members  who  belonged  to  the  First 
Congregational  Society,  in  the  Centre  Village,  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Paul  Couch.  The  people 
in  the  southerly  portion  of  the  town  having  become 
quite  numerous,  and  the  inconvenience  of  attending 
constantly  upon  public  worship  at  such  a  distance 
(one  and  a  half  miles)  was  such  that  a  new  and  more 
convenient  means  was  thought  of.  Hence,  after  much 
consultation  and  many  meetings,  thirty-four  persons 
petitioned  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  call  a  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  them  into  a  new  society. 
The  following  persona  were  the  original  members : 


Josiab  W.  Kingman. 
Beta  Keith. 
Ziba  Keith. 
Benjamin  Keith. 
Azor  Packard. 
Thomas  Packard. 
Charles  Keith. 
Jason  Keith. 
Vinal  Lyon. 
Isaac  K.  French. 
Gary  Howard. 
Oliver  Jackson. 
Nahum  llayward. 
Pardon  Keith. 
Jonathan  Sncll. 
Abijah  Holmes. 
Calvin  Hatch. 


John  W.  Snell. 
Albert  Hunt. 
Sylvanus  French. 
Davis  Kingman. 
Charles  A\'itliauis. 
John  Millctt. 
StatTord  Drake. 
Robert  Packard,  Jr. 
Aaron  U.  Drake. 
Stephen  D.  .Soulc 
Ephraim  Jackson. 
Abijah  Thuyer. 
Josiah  Dunbar. 
Freeman  iloliucs. 
Fearing  W.  Bent. 
Jonas  Keith. 
Zina  Uayward. 


002 


HISTORY    OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


Agreeable  to  the  petition  above  referred  to,  Hun. 
Jesse  Perkins,  Esq.,  issued  u  warrant  calliuj;  a  meet- 
injr,  to  be  held  at  tlie  house  of  Bela  Keith.  Esq., 
Dec.  3,  1836,  at  one  o'clock  p.m.,  when  the  fullowinj; 
officers  were  cho.scn  :  Josiah  W.  Kinj^nian,  Es([.,  niod- 
erati)r  ;  Jasou  Keith,  clerk  ;  Charles  Keith,  treasurer ; 
Azor  Packard,  Ziba  Keith,  Charles  Keith,  parish 
coniuiiitee. 

First  Meetings-House. — The  first  step  taken  to- 
ward erectlii;j:  a  Ijouse  uf  worship  was  to  obtain  a  spot 
oflaud  upon  which  to  build.  For  this  purpose,  Isaac 
Keith  irave  the  society  the  lot  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  them,  on  the  corner  of  South  and  Main  Streets, 
Cauipello,  on  condition  that  they  pay  him  the  interest 
on  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  annually, 
until  the  decease  of  Mr.  Keith  and  wife,  then  it  was 
to  become  the  property  of  the  society. 

The  first  house  of  worship  was  built  by  subscription, 
and  cost  §4307. 37,  of  which  sum  three  thousand  dol- 
lars only  was  subscribed.  The  house  was  built  under 
the  direction  of  Bela  Keith,  Esq.,  as  master-builder,  in 
1S3G,  who  paid  the  balance  (S1307.37)  over  the  sub- 
scription. The  frame  was  raised  July  4,  1836,  wa-s  a 
plaio,  substantial  buildin;:,  sixty  feet  in  length,  forty- 
three  feet  in  width,  and  twenty-one  feet  posts,  with  a 
spire  eighty-five  feet  in  height,  and  a  bell  weighing 
one  thousand  and  thirty-two  pounds,  manufactured  by 
George  Holbrook,  of  East  Medway,  Ma.ss.  The  house 
had  sixty  pews,  besides  the  choir  gallery.  The  base- 
ment was  used  as  a  vestry  for  evening  meetings. 

Dedication  of  the  Second  Meeting-House. — On 
the  23d  day  of  May,  1853,  the  people  of  Cam- 
pello  were  visited  by  one  of  the  most  disastrous  fires 
that  ever  occurred  in  the  county,  destroying  several 
buildings,  among  which  was  their  house  of  worship. 
The  time  had  come,  something  must  be  done, — no 
pastor,  no  house  in  which  to  liold  their  meetings. 
The  people  of  that  place,  always  enterprising,  did  not 
long  remain  thus.  A  meeting  of  the  parish  was 
called  June  1st.  At  this  meeting  a  committee  of  five 
were  choseu  to  proceed  at  once  in  the  erection  of  a 
house,  namely,  Bela  Keith,  Martin  L.  Keith,  Gary 
Howard,  Aaron  B.  Drake,  Vinal  Lyou,  with  Josiah 
W.  Kingman,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  Horatio  Bryant  as  an 
advisory  couiwittec.  This  committee  set  themselves 
immediately  at  work,  the  result  of  which  was  the 
erection  of  the  present  edifice,  which  is  of  wood, 
painted  in  imitation  of  freestone,  eighty-four  feet 
long,  fifty  six  feet  wide,  with  posts  forty  feet  high, 
and  a  spire  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  feet  high. 

The  spire  of  the  church,  as  first  erected,  was  blown 
down  in  the  great  snow-storm  of  January,  1857. 
The  present  spire  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet 


hi^h.     Rebuilt  by  W.  II.  Penniruan,  of  South  Brain- 
tree. 

On  entering  the  building,  we  find  on  the  first  floor 
oue  large  vestry,  one  small  vestry,  aud  a  large,  car- 
peted, well-furnished  room  for  the  use  of  (he  •'  Ladies' 
Benevolent  Society."  Ascending  Irom  the  main  en- 
trance, on  either  side,  a  very  easy  flight  of  steps,  we 
find  ourselves  in  a  vestibule,  from  which  we  ascend 
to  the  choir-gallery  or  enter  the  auditory.  The  in- 
terior aspect  of  this  house  is  fine.  The  spacious 
floor,  well-arranged  slips,  neatly  carpeted  and  up- 
holstered, the  chaste  and  elegant  pulpit,  manufac- 
tured by  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  Esq.,  was  of  rosewood, 
of  an  elegant  design,  and  polished  in  the  highest  style, 
and  the  finely  frescoed  walls,  gave  the  place  an  air  of 
pleasantness  quite  in  contrast  with  the  churches  of 
earlier  days. 

The  original  outlay  in  the  constructiua  of  this 
house  was  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  It  is  built  iu 
the  Romanesque  style  of  architecture,  from  plans 
drawn  by  Messrs.  Towle  &  Foster,  of  Boston.  The 
builder  was  Jlr.  William  Drake,  of  Stoughton.  The 
bell  was  cast  at  the  foundry  of  Mr.  George  Holbrook, 
of  East  Medway,  Mass.,  and  weighs  thirty-two  hun- 
dred pounds.  A  murble-faced  clock  was  ]jreseiited 
to  the  society  by  Henry  K.  Keith,  in  1854,  which 
was  placed  in  front  of  the  choir-gallery.  Berijaiuiii 
Franklin  Ilayward,  Freeman  Ilowland  Shiveriek,  and 
Samuel  French  were  a  committee  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  ordination  and  dedication,  which 
took  place  on  Thursday,  Sejit.  21,  1854,  with  the 
following  appropriate  exercises : 

Music;  invocation  and  reading  the  Scriptures,  by 
Rev.  S.  L.  Ruekwood,  of  Hanson  ;  [irayer,  by  Rev. 
James  W.  Ward,  of  Abiiigtuu  ;  hymn,  read  by  Rev. 
Isaac  C.  White,  of  Abiiigton. 

"  Here,  in  tiiy  uaiiie,  cteruul  Gud, 

AVo  build  ibid  earthly  liuuye  lor  tbee ; 
Oh  !  choose  it  lor  thy  ii,xod  abode, 
And  guard  it  long  from  error  free. 

"  Hero,  when  thy  people  aeek  thy  faeo, 
And  dying  dinnory  pray  to  live. 
Hoar,  thou,  in  heaven,  thy  d\velling-])lacc, 
And  when  thou  hcarest.  Lord,  forgivo. 

*'  Hero,  when  thy  uieasengers  proclaim 
The  blcseod  gospel  of  thy  .Son, 
Still  by  the  power  of  his  great  name, 
Be  mighty  :jigu8  and  wonders  done. 

"When  ehildroo'a  voices  raise  the  song, 
Hosannal   to  their  heavenly  King, 
Let  heaven  with  earth  the  straiu  prolong, 
Hosanna!  let  the  angels  sing. 

"  Dut  will,  indeed,  Jehovah  deign 

Here  to  abide,  no  trausieut  guest? 
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Here  will  our  great  Redeemer  reiijn, 
And  here  the  Holy  Spirit  rest ! 

"  Tliy  glory  never  hence  depiivt! 

Yet  choose  not,  Lord,  this  house  iilone; 
Thy  kingdom  como  to  every  hciirf, 
In  every  bosom  hx  thy  throne." 

Soiiuoii,  by  Rev.  Ezekiel  Russell,  D.D.,  East  Ran- 
dolph ;  aiitliom  ;  dedicatory  prayer,  by  Rev.  Richard 
S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of  Braintreo  ;  aiilheiu  ;  clohiii^  prayer, 
by  Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of  Brairitree ;  an- 
tlieiu  ;  benediction. 

Since  the  above  dedication  the  society  has  increased 
rapidly.  rei|uiring  more  pew  aecomiuodations,  and  the 
few  publie-spiritx'd  individuals  of  the  church,  of  which 
there  is  no  lack  in  Cumpello,  contributed  enough  to 
add  to  the  length  on  the  west  end  of  the  building,  in 
which  w;is  placed  the  organ,  in  tlie  rear  of  the  pulpit. 
A  new  pulpit  and  furnishings  were  introduced,  to- 
gether will)  utlier  impruveiuents  inside,  such  as  fresco- 
ing the  walls  and  ceiling,  piping  the  house  for  gas- 
lights, etc.,  rendering  the  house  more  attractive  and 
rooiuy  than  it  Was  originally.  The  grounds  around 
the  building  have  been  newly  graded,  a  new  fence  sur- 
rounding the  lot,  which  has  granite  curbstones  and  con- 
crete walks.  In  fine,  the  ehureli  and  society  has  been 
pro.sperous,  and  are  in  good  standing,  financially  and 
otherwise,  in  the  denomination  to  which  they  belong. 

MOD  ERATO  US. 

Annual  meetings  and  moderators  of  the  South 
Congregational  Society,  Campello : 

Dec.        '.'',  1S3C.  Josiah  W.  Ivingiuun. 
March    7,  1S37.  "  ** 

.\[n\l      y,  1S3S.  Lemuel  B.  Hatch. 

1,  1S3'J.   Davis  Kingman. 
March  j;,  1340.        " 

April     12,  1841.  Jo.-iah  W.  Kingman. 

"        Is,  1S42.  Davis  Kingman. 

"  1,  1S43.  Charles  Keith. 

8,  1844.        ••  •'      . 

March  :il,  1845. 
April      ti,  ISjti.  Benjamin  Keith. 

"  7,  1S47.  Charles  Keith. 

"        17,  1848. 

"        IB,  1S4'J.  Bcla  Keith. 

"  8,  1S5U.      "         " 

May      I'J,  ISol.      " 
April     12,  1852.      " 

"        11,  1853.      "         " 

14,  1854.  Aaron  B.  Drake. 

•'  y,  1855.       ••         " 

7,  lS5fl.       " 

"        13,  1857.  Josiah  W.  Kingman. 

2,  1858.  "  " 
"        II,  1854).  Russell  Alden. 

"  0,  ISUO.  li.  II.  Gray. 

"        15,  1861.  Bela  Keith. 

14,  1862.  Josiah  W.  Kingman. 

"        20,  ISfl3.  Daniel  Dunbar. 


April     11.  1864. 
"  8,  1865. 

23,  1866. 

15,  1867. 
"  27,  1868. 
"  26,  1869. 
•'  18,  1870. 
"        24,  1871. 

24,  1872. 
4,  1873. 

"        13,  1874. 

March  31,  1875. 

"       29,  1876. 

2,  1877. 

9,  1B7S. 

'7,  1879. 

16,  IS30. 

15,  1881. 
4,  1882. 

16,  1883. 
18,  1884. 


April 


Nelson  J.  Foas. 
Daniel  Dunbar. 
Aaron  B.  Drake. 
Daniel  Dunbar. 


Galen  Pratt. 
Daniel  Dunbar. 


Dr.  William  Richards. 

tf  it 

S.  Franklin  Packard. 
Dr.  William  Richards. 
S.  Franklin  Packard. 

Warren  T.  Copeland. 


COMMITTEES. 

Committee  of  the  South  Congregational   Society, 

Campello  : 

Azor  Packard,  1836,  '37,  '44. 

Ziba  Keith,  I83C,  '38,  '44,  '47,  '60. 

Charles  Keith,  1836,  '37,  '40,  '48,  '49. 

Capt.  Robert  Packard,  1837,  '39,  '45,  '51,  '60,  '76. 

Zina  Ilayward,  1838,  '43,  '45,  '46,  '49,  '60,  '68,  '74. 

Davis  Kingman,  1838,  '42,  '44. 

Josiah  W.  Kingman,  1339,  '45,  '46,  '47,  '48,  '52,  '54,  '63,  '69. 

Lemuel  B.  Hatch,  1839. 

Cary  Howard,  1840,  '48,  '59. 

Franklin  Keith,  1840,  '55,  '74. 

Bela  Keith,  1841,  '51,  '62. 

Pardon  Keith,  1841,  '43,  'U. 

Benjamin  Keith,  1841,  '50,  '51. 

Calvin  Uatch,  1842. 

Samuel  French,  1842,  '62. 

Abijah  Holmes,  1843,  '50. 

Nelson  J.  Foss,  1847,  '52,  '56,  '63,  '69. 

Sylvanus  Keith,  1849,  '58,  '63,  '78. 

Martin  L.  Keith,  1850,  '53. 

Russell  Alden,  1852,  '56,  '59. 

Anson  iMorse,  1853. 

Albert  Keith,  185.3,  '71. 

Freeman  H.  Shiverick,  1854. 

Arza  B.  Keith,  1854,  '57,  '65,  '87,  '69,  '70. 

Bradford  Kingumn,  1855. 

Samuel  D.  Keith,  1855,  '66,  '70. 

Sidney  Packard,  1856,  '61. 

Daniel  Dunbar,  1857,  '72,  '77. 

Benjamin  F.  Uayward,  1857. 

Barnabas  H.  Gray,  1858,  '73. 

Robert  H.  Packard,  1858. 

Harrison  Bryant,  1859. 

Charles  P.  Keith,  1861. 

Henry  Jackson,  1861. 

Jonathan  C.  Keith,  1862,  '63,  '68. 

Voted  to  elect  four  committee  this  year  (1863). 

Otis  Cobb,  1864,  '81,  '82,  '83. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Richards,  1864. 

George  Sawyer,  1864,  '67,  '79. 

Caleb  H.  Paokard,  1865,  '81,  '82. 

Uenry  S.  Keith,  1865. 
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Williiim  S.  SdoH,  1866. 

Charles  H.  Cole,  18G6,  '80. 

S.  Franklin  Packard,  1867, '70. 

Ziba  C.  Keith,  18B8,  '71,  '77,  '83. 

Natlmo  H.  Washburn,  1871,  '78. 

George  Churchill,  1872,  '80. 

Daniel  N.  Keith,  1872,  '79. 

A.  B.  MaratoD,  1S7:1. 

John  M.  Wentworth,  187.'!. 

Charles  W.  Baeon,  1874. 

Preaton  B.  Keith,  1875. 

EJmund  B.  FunniDg,  1875,  '73,  '84. 

Lucaa  W.  AlJcn,  1875. 

Edwin  Keith,  1876,  '84. 

Ueorge  E.  Keith,  187B,  '81,  '82. 

Rufua  P.  Keith,  1877. 

Austiu  C.  I'aekard,  1878. 

Flavel  B.  Keith,  1879. 

Warren  T.  Copeland,  1880. 

Jo.shua  Ueed,  1884. 

CLERKS. 

Clerks  of  the  South  Congregational  Society,  Cam- 
pello : 

Jason  Keith,  1836,  '.",7,  '38,  '39,  '40. 

Cary  Howard,  1841,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '45,  '46,  '47,  '43,  '49,  '50. 

Dr.  Horatio  Bryant,  1801,  '52,  '53. 

Albert  Keilh,  1854,  '55,  '56,  '57,  '58,  '59,  '60,  '61,  '02,  '63,  '64, 

'65,  '66,  '67,  '6S,  '69,  '70,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '78, 

'79,  '80,  '81,  '82,  '83.' 
Myron  L.  Keith,  1884. 

TREASURERS. 
Treasurers  of  the  South  Congregational  Society, 
Campello: 

Charles  Keith,  1836. 
Jason  Keith,  1S37. 
Lemuel  B.  Hateh,  1839. 
Cary  Howard,  1S40,  '41. 

Joiiah  W.  Kingman,  1842,  '43,  '44,  '45,  '46,  '47,  '48,  '49,  '50. 
Spencer  W.  Noyes,  1351. 
Benjamin  Keith,  1352,  '53. 
Samuel  French,  1854,  '55,  '56,  '57. 
Freeman  II.  Shiverick,  1858. 
Mary  K.  Keith  (?). 
Nelson  J.  Fosa,  I  SCO. 
Azra  B.  Keith,  1862. 
Daniel  Dunbar,  I86.J,  '64. 

tleorgo  Sawyer,  1865,  '66,  '67,  '68.     {'60,  '70  no  record.) 
S.  Franklin  Packard,  1S71,  '75,  '78,  '79,  '80,  '81,  '82,  'S3,  '84. 
Franklin  Keith,  1872. 
Preston  B.  Keith,  1872. 
George  E.  Keith,  1873. 
William  S.  Green,  1874. 
Austin  C.  Packard,  1876,  '77. 

George  W.  Packard,  1877.     (A.  C.  Packard  elected  to  fill  his 
place.) 

LIST  OF  SOCIETY  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1384. 
Rev.  Joh.n  T.  Blades,  pastor;  KUniuiid  B.  Fanning, 
Edwin  Keith,  Jo.shua  Reed,  pari.-ih  committee  ;  Myron 
L.  Keith,  clerk  ;  S.  Fraiikiiu  Packard,  treasurer  and 
Collector;  Preston  B.  Keith,  superintendent  of  Sun- 
day-school ;  Alvin  Howe,  sexton. 

'  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Keith  was  passed  April  18,  1384, 
fur  thirty  years  of  faithful  service  as  clerk  of  the  society. — B.  K. 


South  Congregational  Churcli  (Campello). — 
The  society  having  been  duly  organized,  and  a  liouae 
of  worship  erected,  it  was  thought  host  to  form  a 
new  church  among  themselves.  For  this  purpose 
the  following  persons  made  application  to  be  dis- 
missed from  the  First  Church,  with  suitable  testi- 
monials, to  be  formed  ioto  another  church,  and  to 
use  a  similar  creed  as  the  one  which  they  leave: 
Sylvanus  French,  Mercy  E.  Keith,  Abigail  Keith, 
Olive  Jackson,  Martha  Keith,  Charles  Keith,  Meliit- 
abel  Keith,  Ziba  Keith,  Polly  Keilh,  Mary  Keith, 
Sylvia  Howard,  Huldah  Howard,  Keziali  Ilaywaid, 
Charles  Williams,  Zilpha  Hatch,  Josiah  \V.  Kingman, 
Joanna  Packard,  Robert  Packard,  Sarah  Packard, 
Mary  Packard,  Josiah  Dunbar,  Sybil  Dunbar,  Anna 
Dunbar.  This  request  was  granted.  A  council  was 
next  called,  for  the  purpose  of  organization,  which 
met  at  the  house  of  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  Esq.,  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  3,  1837,  at  one  o'clock  p.m.,  at  which 
time  and  place  it  took  the  name  of  the  "  South  Con- 
gregational Church,"  of  North  Bridgewater. 

The  members  of  the  council  present  at  the  organi- 
zation of  the  church  in  Campello,  Jan.  3,  1837,  were 
as  follows : 

First  Church  in  Randolph :  Rev.  Calvin  Hitch- 
cock, pastor ;   W.  Thayer,  delegate. 

Church  in  East  Bridgewater:   A.  Shaw,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  North  Bridgewater:  Kev.  Paul 
Couch,  pastor;  Dr.  Abel  \V.  Kingman,  delegate. 

Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock  was  moderator. 

Rev.  Paul  Couch,  scribe. 

The  following  Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant  were 
adopted  by  them  at  that  time : 

AuTicLES  OF  P.vnn   .v.sii  Covk.na.nt. 

"  Confetmion  uf  Faith  and  Ouvenuiil  n/  the  Sttiilh  Cuit-jtvfjdtioiuil 

Church,  Xorth  Jiridijeiouter,  Muhh, 

"  Wo  solemnly  profess  our  unfeigned  belief  of  the  Holy  Sci  ip- 
turos  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaiiients,  as  given  by  divine  inspi- 
ration ;  our  acceptance  of  all  the  doctrines  contained  in  lliem, 
and  our  submission  to  the  whole  will  of  God,  therein  revealed. 
Particularly,  we  profess  to  believe  that  the  Lord  Jehovah,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  the  one  li\  iiig  and  true 
God;  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  essentially 
equal  with  the  Father,  and  the  only  Saviour  of  nu-n  ;  that  tho 
Holy  Ghost  is  also  God,  and  that  he  is  the  only  S.tnctilier  of 
those  who  believe  in  Christ  to  the  salvatiou  of  their  souls. 

"  We  believe  that,  in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  man  from  his 
primitive  state  of  innocence,  all  the  huumn  race,  while  unregcn- 
eratc,  urc  destitute  of  holiness,  and  therefore  that  a  renovation 
of  heart,  during  the  present  life,  through  saiictilicatiuu  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  is  necessary  to  lit  mankind  fur  union  and  com- 
munioQ  with  the  visible  Church  of  Christ  on  earth,  and  for 
admittance  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

*'  We  believe  that,  in  order  to  etfcet  our  delivcriinco  from  tho 
bondage  of  corruption  and  from  the  curse  of  tho  law,  under 
which  we  all  have  fallen  by  transgression,  the  Eternal  Word, 
who  in   the  beginning  was  with  God,  and  was  God,  was  made 
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flesh,  iiad  ilwelt  uuioo*;  men  od  earth,  uniting  with  hit)  divinity 
the  whule  iiuinuii  nuturu  (yet  without  ain)  in  ttie  por:iuu  uf  tlio 
Lord  Jeau>  Christ.  Thiit  this  uiysterious  and  adorublu  person- 
age, having  magaihed  and  liunuied  the  divine  law  by  his  doc- 
trine and  example,  at  length  died  (►n  the  cross,  the  just  tor  the 
unjust,  tliat  bu  might  bring  us  to  God,  and  ttiat  it  is  through 
the  etlicaey  of  his  propitiatory  sacrifice  atone  bis  people  obtuiu 
the  divine  favor  and  blessing. 

"We  believe  that,  having  thus  laid  down  bis  life,  be  took  it 
again,  being  deelarcii  the  Son  of  God  with  power  by  the  rcsur- 
reetiou  from  the  dead,  and  that  he  is  now  at  the  right  band  of 
the  Father,  a  prince  and  a  Saviour,  bestowing  repentance  and 
remission  uf  sins,  through  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit  attend- 
ing tlio  ministry  of  his  word,  on  those  whom  the  Father  biitli 
given  him,  in  the  everlasting  covenant  of  redemption,  as  a  seed 
to  serve  liiiu. 

*'  Wii  believe  that,  whosoever  will  may  come  and  partake  the 
blessings  of  this  great  salvation,  as  they  are  freely  and  sincerely 
oflered  in  tbo  Gospel,  yet  that  none  of  our  apostate  raeo  are,  of 
themselves,  disposed  to  forsalie  sin  and  devote  themselves  to 
Qod,  iu  heart  anil  life,  so  thiLt  it  rests  with  him,  in  the  exercise 
of  bis  sovereign  wisdom  and  goodness,  to  have  mercy  on  whom 
be  will  have  mercy;  making  bis  Gospel  eQ'ectuul  to  their  con- 
viction and  conversion,  by  tiie  attendant  energy  of  his  Holy 
Spirit. 

**  We  believe  that  none  who  are  thus  made  partakers  of  the 
heavenly  calling  shall  be  finally  deprived  of  tbo  grace  which 
wafi  given  them  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  began,  but 
that  they  sliall  all  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith 
unto  salvation. 

'*  We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  appear  again 
at  the  last  day  to  judge  the  quick  and  dead;  that  he  will  then 
receive  to  uiansious  of  eternal  rest  all  who  have  truly  believed 
and  obeyed  bis  Gospel,  and  sentence  to  everlasting  destruction 
from  bis  presence,  and  from  the  glory  of  bis  power,  all  who 
have  dieil,  or  who  shall  then  be  found  living  in  impenitence 
and  unbelief. 

**  Covtimnt. 

"Humbly  hoping  that  these  truths  have  come,  not  only  to 
our  understanding  but  to  our  hearts,  '  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  in  much  assurance,*  and  that  we  have  been  enabled 
to  receive  them  witii  that  faith  which  purities  the  heart  and 
works  by  love,  and  in  the  exercise  of  that  repentance  which  is 
unto  life.  We  do  now  solemnly  avouch  the  Lord  Jehovah  to  be 
our  God,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Sou  of  God,  to  be  our  Redeemer,  uud 
tbe  Holy  Spirit  to  be  our  Sanctitier. 

"  Deiiending  on  divine  grace  for  spiritual  strength  and  com- 
fort, we  take  the  word  of  God  lis  our  only  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  avowing  it  to  be  our  supreme  desire  and  solemn  deter- 
mination to  seek  his  glory  and  his  favor  in  obedience  to  all  bis 
holy  will.  Accordingly,  we  engage  to  unite  in  maintaining  and 
attending  on  the  ministry  of  his  word  and  ordinances,  as  he 
shall  give  us  ability  and  opportunity,  to  be  thereby  edified  in 
our  holy  faith.  We  submit  ourselves,  individually,  to  the  broth- 
erly watch  and  discipline  of  tbe  community  which  we  hereby 
form,  and  mutually  engage  to  watch  over,  to  exhort,  tu  assist, 
comfort,  and  admouiah  each  other  in  brotherly  love,  as  our  rela- 
tion and  eircuiiistances  may  require." 

The  auxt  thiog  doue,  after  the  formucioo  of  the 
churcli,  was  to  find  a  mao  to  preuuh  to  tlicni.  After 
heariu^  mauy  caudidates,  at  a  meeting  held  Jan.  9, 
1837,  the  church  and  society  "  voted  to  j^ive  Rev. 
Thomas  Kidder,  of  Waterbury,  Vt.,  a  call  to  settle 
with  them  in  tlie  ministry,  and  to  give  him  a  salary 


of  Five  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars  per  year."     Thia 
call  was  not  accepted. 

Ministry  op  Rev.  John  Dwiqut. — Rev.  John 
Dwight,  of  Medway,  Mass.,  was  then  invited  to  be- 
come their  pastor  by  a  vote  passed  March  7,  1S37,  to 
whom  the  society  offered  six  hundred  dolhirs  as  a 
yearly  .salary.  This  was  accepted,  and  Josiah  W. 
Kingman,  Esq.,  Ziba  Keith,  Deacon  Jacob  Fullur, 
and  Bela  Keith,  Esq.,  were  chosen  a  committee 
to  make  arrangements  for  his  installation.  The 
day  being  fixed  for  the  ordination,  a  council  was 
called,  who  met  at  the  house  of  Josiah  W.  Kiiigmun, 
Esq.,  consisting  of  the  following  persons,  April  \'l, 
1837,  namely:  Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  of  West  Medway, 
Mass. ;  Rev.  Joseph  Bennett,  of  Woburn  ;  Rev. 
Paul  Couch,  of  North  Biidgewater ;  Rev.  Luther 
Sheldon,  of  Easton  ;  Rev.  Bualis  Sanford,  of  Eu.st 
Bridgewater ;  Rev.  James  W.  Ward,  of  Abiii;;ton  ; 
Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  of  Braintrce  ;  Rev.  Calvin  Hitch- 
cock, of  Randolph  ;  Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  of  Bridge- 
water;  Rev.  Calvin  E.  Park,  of  Stoughton  ;  and  Rev. 
John  Dwight  was  duly  ordained  as  their  pastor. 

Rev.  John  Dwight  was  born  in  Shirley,  Mass.,  Jan. 
2, 1810  ;  fitted  for  college  at  Woburn  Academy;  taught 
school  in  Woburn  two  terms;  graduated  at  Amherst 
College  in  1835;  studied  theology  with  Rev.  Jacob 
Ide,  D  D.,  of  West  Medway,  Mass.  ;  licensed  to 
preach  by  the  Mendon  Association  in  the  early  part 
of  1837  ;  received  a  call  to  settle  over  the  South 
Church  in  Campello,  Mass.,  in  1837 ;  was  ordained 
April  VI,  1837;  dismissed  in  March,  1839;  installed 
over  the  Second  Church  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  July 
18,  1841  ;  dismissed  iu  March,  1846;  installed  pastor 
of  the  church  in  North  Wrentham,  Mass.,  June  23, 
1853;  dismissed  April  1,  185G.  He  married  Saiuli 
Ann  Hastings,  of  Boston,  April  14,  1837,  and  has 
six  children,  all  of  whom  reside  at  Ma.ssacliusetts. 

Mr.  Dwight  labored  with  his  people  until  Jan.  2, 
1839,  when  a  council  was  called,  as  follows: 

Agreeable  to  letters  missive  from  the  South  Church 
in  North  Bridgewater  (Campello),  au  ecclesiastical 
council  was  held  at  the  house  of  Josiah  W.  King- 
man, Esq.,  on  Wednesday,  the  second  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 183&,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  request 
of  Mr.  Dwight  for  a  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  rela- 
tions between  the  church  and  people.  The  churches 
composing  thia  council  were  aa  follows : 

Church  of  Stoughton  :  Rev.  Calvin  Park,  pastor  ; 
Deacon  Fisher  Gay,  delegate. 

Church  of  Easton:  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  pastor; 
Deacon  Harrison  Mitchell,  delegate. 

Church  of  West  Randolph  :  Rev.  Calvin  Hitch- 
cock, pastor ;   Horatio  B.  Aldeu,  delegate. 
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Church  of  Bridgewater :  Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  pas- 
tor ;  DeacoD  Morton  Eddy,  delegate. 

UoioD  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater : 
Rev.  Baalia  Sauford,  pastor ;  John  Richards,  dele- 
gate. 

Church  of  East  Randolph  :  Rev.  Dennis  Powers, 
pastor;   Abner  Derby,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Abiugtoii :  Rev.  J.  W.  Ward, 
pastor;   Zibeon  Packard,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  North  Bridgewater:  Eliphalct 
Kingman,  delegate. 

Rev.  Dr.  Park  was  chosen  moderator ;  Rev.  J.  \V. 
Ward,  scribe. 

The  council,  after  mature  deliberation,  voted, 

"  unaniuiouBly,  That  under  the  exii^tin^  circuiiistiinccs  they 
deem  it  expedient  that  the  pastoral  relation  between  Mr.  John 
DiTight  and  the  South  Church  in  North  Bridgewater  be  dis- 
solved. 

Voted,  "  unanimously,  that  this  council  give  the  Rev.  John 
Dwight  a  full  and  cordial  recommendation  to  the  churches  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  a  pious,  able,  and  devoted  embassador 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

Voted,  "That  the  council  deeply  regret  the  practice  frequent 
at  the  present  day  of  the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relations 
on  trivial  grounds  as  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  pastor  and  church,  and  the  cause  of  Zion,  and  do,  therefore, 
record  their  decided  and  unanimous  disapprobation  of  the 
practice, 

"The  council  tender  to  the  Rev.  John  Dwight  their  cordial 
sympathies,  now  vacating  this  portion  of  his  M^ister's  vineyard, 
and  pray  that  he  may  soon  be  stationed  on  some  part  of  the 
walls  of  Zion,  and  where  ho  may  meet  with  distinguished  suc- 
cess, employ  his  time  and  talents  in  advancing  the  host  inter- 
ests of  the  church  of  God. 

"They  would  also  tender  their    cordial  sympathies  to  this 
Church  and  Society,  now  left  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  and 
devoutly  pray  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church  may  continue 
to  prosper  and  bless  them  and  soon  send   them  an  under-shep 
hej'd,  who  may  break  to  them  the  bread  of  life. 

"  Calvin   Paiik,  Muderutur. 
"  J.  W.  Waud,  Svribe. 

"  A  true  Copy. 

"Attest:  Jason  Keith,  CUrk." 

Ministry  op  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington. — 
Various  preachers  were  heard  from  that  time  until 
November,  when,  at  a  meeting  of  the  society,  held 
Nov.  19,  1839,  it  was  "  voted  to  unite  with  the 
church  in  giving  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  of  New 
Loudon,  Conn.,  a  call  to  become  their  pastor."  Josiah 
W.  Kingman,  Charles  Keith,  and  Deacon  Sylvanus 
French  were  chosen  a  committee  to  confer  with  Rev. 
Mr.  Huntington,  and  offer  him  six  hundred  dollars 
salary,  which  offer  being  accepted,  a  council,  consist- 
ing of  Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of  Braintrce; 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  of  Bridgewater ;  Rev.  Luther 
Sheldon,  of  Easton  ;  Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock,  of  Ran- 
dolph ;  Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  of  Braintree ;  Rev. 
Baalis   Sanford,   of    East    Bridgewater;    Rev.    Paul 


Couch,  of  North  Bridgewater,  was  called  fur  the  pur- 
pose of  installing  him  as  their  pastor,  Jan.  1,  1840. 
He  continued  to  preach  to  this  people  till  May,  1851, 
when  Mr.  Huntington,  thinking  the  time  had  come 
for  him  to  relinquish  his  labors,  "  that  some  one  might 
fill  his  place  whose  influence  might  the  more  effectu- 
ally call  forth  its  resources,  and  more  ei|ualize  the 
pecuniary  liabilities,"  asked  that  a  council  be  called 
to  consider  the  question  of  his  dismission,  wliicli  was 
granted.  A  meeting  of  the  church  and  society  was 
held,  and  a  strong  opposition  to  his  dismission  being 
manifested,  the  council  unanimously  declared  them- 
selves "  happy  to  find,  in  the  light  of  all  the  docu- 
ments before  them,  and  the  verbal  assurances  given 
them  by  the  pastor  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  com- 
mittee of  the  church  and  society  on  the  other,  that 
there  is  no  suflBcient  ground  for  such  action  a.s  is  indi- 
cated, by  the  letter  missive,  in  the-  existing  circum- 
stances of  the  parties  concerned;"  and  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton finally  withdrew  his  resignation,  and  continued  to 
supply  the  pulpit  as  before  u.',til  the  regular  yearly 
meeting,  April  18,  1853,  when  he  was  requested  to 
resign  his  position.  He  therefore  tendered  his  resig- 
nation to  the  church  at  a  meeting  held  iMay  2,  1853, 
and  asked  for  a  council  to  be  convened  foi'  the  purpose 
of  his  dismission.  The  following  persons  composed 
the  council,  viz. : 

First  Church  in  Braintree:  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D., 
pastor;  Jonathan  Wild,  M.D.,  delegate. 

Union  Church  of  Weymouth  and  Braintree:  Rev. 
Jonas  Perkins,  pastor. 

Trinity  Church  of  Bridgewater  :  Rev.  David  Brig- 
ham,  pastor  ;   Oliver  Allen,  delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater :  Rev. 
Baalis  Sanford,  pastor;  Deacon  Nathan  Whitman, 
delegate. 

First  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev.  James  W.  Ward, 
pastor;  Joshua  Whitmarsh,  delegate. 

The  council  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Richard  S.  Storrs  as  moderator,  and  Rev.  James 
W.  Ward  as  scribe. 

This  council  met  at  nine  o'clock  am.  May  11, 
1853,  when  the  relation  between  pa.^tor  and  people 
was  dissolved.  Alter  due  deliberation  the  cuuneil 
came  to  the  following  result : 

"  Doubtless  sufficient  reasons  may  exist  for  the  dissolution  of 
the  pastoral  relation,  independently  of  Providential  calls  to  sta- 
tions of  increajied  responsibility,  and  i>f  the  suiiiinuns  to  give  ac- 
count of  one's  stewardship  ut  the  tribunal  of  God.  The  failure  of 
health,  the  loss  of  intellectual  vigor  or  moral  character  on  the  part 
of  the  pastor;  the  unfriendliness  of  intluential  individuals,  the 
e.\hausted  resources  of  church  and  congregation,  or  tlic  long 
and  total  suspension  of  divine  intlucnces,  ruay  indicate  the  ex- 
pediency, not  to  say  the  nooessity,  of  terminating  tliu  connec- 
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tion  between  the  pastur  and  his  flock.  Even  in  ciiaes  like  these, 
it  is  more  th;iu  probable  thut,  had  patience  its  perfect  work,  and 
were  a  more  liuuible  reliunee  on  liod  uiaiiitainetl,  the  j)leaof  ex- 
pediency or  necessity  wouM  be  nullified  by  the  onward  progress 
of  time.  But  in  the  case  before  the  council  to-day,  neither  fail- 
ure of  health,  loss  of  intellectual  vi^or  nor  moral  character, — 
neither  individual  unfriendliness,  exhausted  resources,  nor  want 
of  success  in  the  ministry,  is  or  can  be  urj^ed  as  the  ground 
cither  of  the  tender  or  accei>tance  of  the  pastor's  resignation; 
his  health  never  was  better:  his  character,  in  whatever  aspect 
viewed,  bus  never  stood  higher,  nor  has  he  an  acknowledged 
cneuiy  within  the  church  or  outside  of  it,  and  the  congregation 
has  been  growing  in  wealth  ever  since  he  cniue  to  it,  while  the 
church  has  doubled  it^  numbers;  he  loves  his  people  wai-ioly, 
and  with  one  consent  they  profess  to  reciprocate  bis  love.  Sucli 
ia  the  testimony,  both  of  those  who  wish  the  pastoral  relation 
dissolved,  and  those  who  deprecate  tlie  means;  and  yet,  at  their 
mutual  request,  this  council  is  assembled  to  'advise  and  assist' 
in  the  questiCin  of  his  dismission. 

"After  previous  advice,  kindly  given  and  received  two  years 
ago,  but  now  overlooked,  and  witliout  any  important  change  in 
tile  cireuiiistunces  of  the  paities,  nothing  remains  to  the  coun- 
cil but,  agreeably  to  the  earnest  request  of  the  pastor  and  the 
corresponding  action  of  the  church  without  the  assignment  of 
any  satisfactory  reasons  on  the  part  of  the  church,  to  declare 
the  pastoral  relation  hitherto  subsisting  between  Uev.  D.  Hunt- 
ington and  r  he  South  Church  in  North  Bridgewuter  to  be  dis- 
solved by  their  mutual  agreement.  While  making  this  decla- 
ration, the  council  feel  bound,  by  regard  to  the  honor  of  tho 
ministry  and  the  sacredness  of  truth,  to  affirm  of  the  pastor,  in 
accordance  with  the  statements  m.ade  to  them,  that  for  no  fault 
of  bis  own  is  this  dissolution  accomplished.  That  having  been 
long  tried  and  well  known  to  all  Ibe  jiostors  and  churches  of  the 
region  round  about,  as  a  luan  of  unblemished  character,  u  Chris- 
tian of  deep  experience, a  minister  of  uncommon  talent,  fidelity, 
and  atfectionatcness,  and  a  model  of  meekness,  self-deniul,  and 
devotedncss  to  the  interests  of  Zion,  ho  possesses  our  entire  con- 
fidence and  warmest  love;  and  he  is  hereby  most  cordially  and 
unreservedly  commended  to  tho  fraternal  regards  of  all  minis- 
ters and  uburchcs  among  whom  his  future  lot  shall  be  cast,  aa 
well  as  to  the  safe  conduct  of '  lliiu  who  dwelt  in  the  busb,'  and 
led  his  people  of  old  into  the  promised  land. 

•*  And  most  cordially  do  the  council  sympathize  with  those 
specially  atUictcd  by  tho  bereaving  event  of  tliis  day.  Most 
deeply  do  they  lament  existing  trials,  whether  real  or  imagin- 
ary; and  most  attectionately  advise  to  a  more  patient  waiting 
on  Ood  in  the  future,  and  a  firmer  reliance  on  his  almighty 
arm  in  support  of  the  ministry  of  his  appointment.  And 
if  he  shall  give  you  another  pastor  hereafter,  as  we  fervently 
hope  and  pray,  may  be  be  equally  a  man  of  Qud's  own  heart  as 
the  man  you  lose  to-day,  and  a  man  whose  instructions  shall 
be  as  pure,  whoae  life  shall  be  as  exemplary,  whose  spirit  shall 
be  as  aflfectioniite,  whose  tiilelity  shall  be  as  clear  to  all  men,  and 
whose  success  shall  be  far  more  abundant  in  eradicating  the  love 
of  money,  which  is  the  root  of  all  ovil,  in  winning  souls  to  Christ 
and  filling  heaven  with  hallelujahs  to  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  ; 
and  for  this,  may  your  faith  and  love  grow  exceedingly,  and 
your  labors  abound  more  and  more,  till  you  shall  be  called  to 
join  tho  general  assembly  and  church  of  tbc  first-born,  whose 
names  are  written  in  heaven. 

"  R.  S.  STOiins,  Modertitor. 
".I.  W.  Winn,  Scribe. 

"  A  True  Copy. 

"Attest:  .Iames  W.  Waud." 

Rev.    Daniel    HuntiugtOD    was    the    son    of   Gen. 


Jedediah,  and  grandson  of  Gen.  Jabez  Huntington, 
of  Norwich,  Conn.,  both  of  whom  were  generals  in  the 
army  of  the  Revolution  (1775),  also  brother  of  the 
late  Rev.  Jo.shua  Huntington,  of  the  Old  South 
Church,  Boston.  He  was  born  at  Norwich,  Conn., 
Oct.  17,  1788;  graduated  at  Yale  College,  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  in  1807  ;  studied  theology  ;  and  was 
first  ordained  at  North  Bridgewater,  Oct.  28,  1812, 
where  he  remained  as  pastor  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  until  prostrating  disease  compelled  him 
to  retire  from  that  field  of  labor,  greatly  to  hi-t  own 
grief  and  that  of  a  devoted  church  and  society,  in 
March,  1833,  being  dismissed  by  council  March  27, 
1833.  In  May  following,  he  removed  his  family  to 
New  London.  After  a  brief  respite  from  pastoral 
labors,  he  gained  sufficient  strength  to  gratify  his  fine 
literary  taste  in  the  instruction  of  successive  classes  of 
young  ladies  in  the  higher  branches  of  an  educational 
course  while  a  resident  of  New  London,  the  city  of 
his  birth  and  death.  In  this  employment,  combined 
with  occasional  preaching  as  returning  health  per- 
mitted, seven  years  passed  away  usefully  and  pleas- 
antly. At  the  end  of  this  period  his  heart  yearned  for 
a  return  to  the  labors  of  his  love ;  and  receiving  an 
earnest  call  from  a  portion  of  his  original  church  and 
congregation  to  take  charge  of  them  iu  the  Lord,  he 
cheerfully  consented  to  the  arrangement,  and  was  re- 
ceived not  only  by  them,  but  by  the  original  church, 
and  all  the  churches  and  pastors  who  had  known  his 
going  out  and  coming  in  in  former  years  with  open 
arms.  His  installation  took  place  Jan.  1,  1840,  where 
he  continued  to  labor  for  thirteen  years  as  a  gospel 
preaclier,  winning  souls  to  Christ,  and  making  glad 
the  hearts  of  all  by  his  tender  love  and  faithfulness. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  tendered  his  resignation. 
May  2,  1853,  which  was  accepted,  and  he  was  per- 
mitted to  retire  to  the  home  of  his  youth,  and  pass  the 
evening  of  his  days  amid  the  scenes  of  his  earliest  a.s- 
pirations.  From  that  day,  for  about  six  years,  till  near 
the  time  of  his  departure,  he  continued  to  preach  the 
gospel  "  in  season  and  out  of  season"  as  "  the  open 
door  was  set  before  him,"  all  the  while  setting  his 
house  in  order.  At  the  moment  when  his  Master 
called  him  he  was  diligent  in  business,  fervent  in 
spirit,  serving  the  Lord,  preaching  his  last  scrinun  to 
the  mission  church  at  Mohegan,  just  four  weeks  be- 
fore the  messenger  of  death  met  him. 

The  physical  sufferings  of  his  last  days  were  very 
great,  owing  to  the  complicated  diseases  which,  with 
fierce  strength,  assailed  his  delicate  frame,  but  his 
patience  and  faith  failed  not, — no  coniplaining  or 
murmuring  word  fell  from  his  lips, — his  mind  was 
clear  and  unclouded  to  the  last.     To  the  affectionate 
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daughter  who  waa  tryiug  to  arrange  the  pillows  for 
his  aching  head  he  said,  "  Let  me  go,  for  the  day 
breaketh,"  and  to  another,  wiio  asked  if  he  would  not 
lie  down,  he  answered,  "  Lay  uie  down  in  Jesus' 
arms:  'other  refuge  have  I  none.'"  To  a  brotiier 
according  to  the  flesh,  who  said  to  him,  '•  I  hope  you 
can  say,  with  the  apostle,  '  I  know  in  wiiom  I  have 
believed,'  "  he  replied,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "  I  am 
persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  to  him  against  that  day."  Thus  closed  a 
life  eminently  devoted  in  its  progress  to  tlie  happi- 
ness of  his  family  and  friends,  to  the  honor  of  his 
Redeemer,  and  the  salvation  of  men,  in  peace,  and 
the  joyful  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality.  Mr. 
Huntington  was  a  man  of  refined  sensibilities,  gen- 
erous sympathies,  unfeigned  humility,  and  extreme 
modesty  (that  imposed  a  restraint  on  the  putting  forth 
of  his  native  genius),  of  pleasant  aspect,  voice,  and 
manner,  of  genial  humor,  and  gifted  with  good  judg- 
ment. He  .sought  to  make  home  agreeable  to  chil- 
dren and  guests  ;  as  a  man  and  compauiou,  affable, 
courteous,  and  true ;  a  zealous  defender  of  the  faith, 
a  clear,  logical,  earnest  minister  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. As  a  pastor  he  had  few  equals,  being  emi- 
nently kind,  sympathizing,  prudent,  and  studious. 
As  a  husband,  father,  brother,  son,  he  was  affection- 
ate and  faithful,  and  greatly  beloved  in  his  domestic 
and  social  relations, — distinguished  above  most  others 
in  consolation  to  the  afflicted  and  bereaved.  His 
preaching  was  such  as  might  convince  any  one  of  his 
sincerity  and  belief  in  those  truths  which  he  pro- 
fessed to  believe.  He  sought  not  for  abstruse  mat- 
ters, hard  to  be  understood,  neither  did  he  aim  at 
beauty  of  style  nor  pomp  of  display,  either  in  lan- 
guage or  person,  but  was  simple,  earnest,  .scriptural, 
practical.  Many  must  have  felt,  upon  learning  of 
his  death,  that  they  had  lost  a  friend.  All  who 
knew  him  will  acknowledge  that  a  good  man  has  gone. 
Thus  has  ended  the  life  of  one  who,  when  he  first  en- 
tered the  ministry,  declared  his  intention  to  continue 
in  thai  profession,  God  permitting,  to  his  death, 
which  took  place  at  New  London,  Conn.,  May  21, 
1858. 

"  Rest  here,  blest  saint,  till  from  bis  tbrone 
Tbe  mornin{^  break  and  pierce  tbe  sbude." 

Publications  of  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington  : 
Sermon  at  the   Funeral  of  Alpheus    Packard,  de- 
livered in   the   North  Meetiug-Hou.se  in  Bridgewater 
May  12,  1812. 

Discourse  delivered  in  the  North  iMeeting-House  in 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  Dec.  22,  1820.  Being 
the  Second  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Landing 


of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  Published  by  ]']zra 
Liucoln,  Boston. 

Sermon  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Death  of  Rev.  R. 
S.  Storrs'  Wife,  April  9,  1818. 

Discourse  delivered  before  the  Society  for  Promot- 
ing Christian  Knowledge,  May  20,  1824. 

A  Memoir  of  Mary  Hallam  Hutitinglon,  his 
Daughter.  Published  by  the  American  Sunday- 
School  Union,  Philadelphia. 

A  full  Account  of  the  Great  Revival  in  1S16  was 
published  by  him  in  the  Boston  Reconlcr  of  June 
10,  1818. 

Address  before  the  Pilgrim  Society  at  Plymouth, 
Mass. 

Discourse  delivered  in  the  South  Cliurch  in  Cain- 
pello,  Oct.  31,  1852,  it  being  the  Fnrtioth  Anniver- 
sary of  his  Ordination. 

A  Poem  on  the  Pleasures  and  Advantages  of  True 
Religion,  delivered  before  the  United  Brothers'  Soci- 
ety in  Brown  University  on   their  Anniversary,  Aug. 

31,  isiy. 

3I1NISTRY  OF  Rev.  David  Temple  Packard. — 
Rev.  David  Temple  Packard,  a  native  of  the  town, 
and  who  had  just  completed  his  theological  course  of 
study,  was  the  first  minister  settled  in  the  new  house. 
He  was  invited  to  supply  them  during  the  building 
of  the  new  church  by  a  vote  passed  April  18,  1854. 
This  he  continued  to  do  in  Salisbury  Hall  till  the 
new  vestry  was  finished,  when  services  were  laid 
there  on  the  Sabbath,  and  Ma}'  22,  1854,  the  society 
"  voted  to  give  Rev.  David  Temple  Packard  a  call  to 
settle  with  them  in  the  ministry,  and  oiler  him  SdO 
Dollars  as  his  Salary."  This  call  he  accepted,  and  he 
was  ordained  as  their  pastor  Thursday,  Sept.  21, 
1854. 

The  churches  represented  in  the  council  were  as 
follows,  viz. : 

First  Church  of  Braintree  :  Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs, 
D.D.,  pastor  ;   Elias  Hayward,  delegate. 

Evangelical  Congregational  Church  of  Euston  :  ReV. 
Luther  Sheldon,  pastor;  Deacon  N.  T.  Mitchell, 
delegate. 

Union  Church  of  Weymouth  and  Braintree  :  Rev. 
Jonas  Perkins,  pastor;  Deacuu  E.  H.  Richards, 
delegate. 

Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  Bridgewater : 
Martin  Wentworth,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  North  Bridge- 
water  :  Rev.  Paul  Couch,  pastor ;  David  Packard, 
delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  Hanson :  Rev.  S.  L. 
Rockwood,  pastor;  Deacon  G.  F.  Stetson,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Falmouth  :  John  Butler,  delegate. 
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Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  North  Bridgewater : 
Deacon  Simeon  Packard,  delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater: 
Deacon  Charles  Churchill,  delegate. 

Fourth  Church  of  Abington  :  R'ev.  Isaac  C.  White, 
pastor  ;  Elbridge  G.  Ford,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Yarmouth  :  Rev.  Abel  K.  Pack- 
ard, pa.stfjr  ;   Oliver  iMathews,  delegate. 

Mystic  Church  of  Modford  :  Rev.  Jacob  M.  Man-, 
ning,  pastor;   J.  W.  Washburn,  delegate. 

Central  Church  of  Middleboro' :  Rev.  W.  C.  Dick- 
inson, pastor ;  Abiel  Wood,  delegate. 

The  following  clergymen  were  also  present  by 
invitation,  viz. : 

Rev,  Kbenezer  Gay,  of  Bridgewater. 

Rev.  Charles  Livingston,  of  Plyniptoa. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurney,  of  St.  Jolinsbury,  Vt. 

Rev.  Mr.  White,  of  Orleans. 

Rev.  Josiah  L.  Arracs,  of  Mason,  N.  H. 

The  council  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Ricliard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  moderator,  and  Rev.  W.  C. 
Dickin.-^on  as  scribe.  The  services  on  that  occasion 
were  as  follows  : 

1,  reading  of  the  Scriptures  and  invocation,  by 
Rev.  Abel  K.  Packard,  of  Yarmouth,  Mass. ;  2,  in- 
troductory prayer,  by  Rev.  S.  L.  Rockwood,  of  Han- 
son ;  3,  sermon,  by  Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of 
Braintree  ;  4,  ordaining  prayer,  by  Rev.  Jonas  Per- 
kins, of  Braintree;  5,  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by 
Rev.  Jacob  M.  Manning,  of  Medford,  Mass  ;  6, 
charge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev.  Paul  Couch,  of  the 
First  Church  in  Bridgewater ;  7,  address  to  the 
People,  by  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  D.D.,  of  Eaaton  ; 
8,  concluding  prayer,  by  Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  of 
Bridgewater  ;  9,  benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

The  following  hymn  was  sung  on  that  occasion  : 

*'  We  bid  tliee  welcome  in  the  Duine 
Of  Jesus,  our  uxiblted  Iloud; 
Come  wi  a  tjurvuut;  au  he  uuuie, 
And  wo  reueivu  thco  in  bis  stead. 

*'  Come  as  a  shepherd  :  guard  and  lieep 
This  fold  from  bell  and  earlh  and  sin; 
Nourisli  the  lambs,  and  feed  the  sheep  ; 
The  wounded  heal,  the  lost  brio;;  in. 

"Come  aa  a  watch mao  :  take  thy  staud 
Upon  thy  tower  amidst  the  sky ; 
Aud  wheu  the  sword  comes  on  Lho  land, 
Call  us  to  ligbt,  or  warn  to  Uy. 

"  Come  as  an  anj^el;  hence  to  guide 
A  bund  of  pilgrims  on  thoir  way  ; 
That  safely  walking  at  thy  side, 

We  fail  not,  faint  not,  turn,  nor  stray. 

**  Come  us  a  teacher  sent  from  God, 

Charged  bis  whole  counsel  to  declare; 
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Lift  o'er  our  ranks  the  prophet's  rod, 
While  we  uphold  thy  hands  with  prayer. 

"  Come  as  a  messenger  of  peace, 

Filled  with  the  Spirit,  tired  with  love; 
Live  to  behold  our  large  increase, 
And  die  to  meet  us  all  auove." 

Mr.  Packard  continued  to  preach  to  this  jieople 
with  ability,  earnestness,  and  eminent  success,  having 
large  audiences,  till  Sept.  25,  185G,  when  he  tendered 
his  resignation.  A  council  was  called  at  his  rcf|UL-.-t, 
which  was  held  Oct.  1,  185G,  and  the  relation  butiveeu 
pastor  and  people  was  dissolved,  very  much  to  the  re- 
gret of  the  community. 

The  following  were  members  of  the  council  called 
in  the  dismi.ssion  of  Rev.  David  T.  Packard  : 

First  Congregational  Church  of  North  Bridgewater  : 
Rev.  Paul  Couch,  pastor;   Azel  Gurney,  delegate. 

Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  North  Bridgewater : 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Mills,  pastor;  Jonathan  Keith,  dele- 
gate. 

Congregational  Church  of  Easton  :  J.  W.  Morse, 
delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater: 
Deacon  John  Soule,  delegate. 

Trinitarian  Church  of  East  Bridgewater:  Rev. 
Baalis  Sanford,  pastor;  Deacon  Francis  Packard, 
delegate. 

Church  of  Holbrook  :  Rev.  Ezekiel  Russell,  pastor  ; 
Erastus  Wales,  delegate. 

The  council  having  organized,  Rev.  Baalis  Sanford 
was  chosen   moderator  ;   Rev.  Ezekiel   Russell,  scribe. 

After  a  hearing  of  all  the  facts  presented,  it  was 

"  Voted,  That  the  Pastoral  relation  hitherto  subsisting  so 
happily  between  the  Kov.  David  T.  Packard  and  this  church 
aud  jjeoplu  be  and  is  hereby  dissolved. 

•'  The  Council  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  their  deep 
regret  that  a  connection  formed  some  two  years  since,  under 
circuiiiatances  so  auspicious  both  for  pastor  and  people,  sealed 
by  lho  effusioDs  of  the  Spirit,  and  coutiiiued  to  the  prc-ent  hour 
strengthened  and  cemenlod  by  mutual  att'cctiun  iiiiJ  ustecm, 
should  be  so  soon  sundered. 

"  iJeeming  themselves  incompetent  to  decide  upon  the  validity, 
of  the  reasons  assigned,  and  avoiding  the  assumption  of  that 
responsibility,  they  still,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  feel  constrained  to  acquiesce  in  this  result. 

"The  impaired  health  of  the  Pastor's  faiiiily,  they  trust,  will 
soon  be  restored,  and  his  usefulness  continued  in  some  other 
sphere.  And  they  therefore  commend  him  to  the  churches  of 
Christ  as  an  able,  faithful,  beloved,  and  without  a  blemish  in 
his  christian  or  ministerial  repululion.  They  also  coniiiieud  the 
church  and  the  people  for  the  alfection  and  kindness  they  have 
shown  to  their  pastor,  and  commit  them  in  their  dis^ippoint- 
ment  and  destitution  to  the  care  of  the  Great  Shepherd. 

"  E.    Uusst:LL,  Scribe* 

"A  true  copy  of  minutes  of  Council. 

"  NoiiTH  Bridgewatkr,  Oct.  1,  1856." 

Rev.  David  Temple  Packard  was  born  in  North 
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Bridgewater,  Miiss.,  Aug.  24,  1824  ;  received  a  com- 
mon-school education  in  his  native  town  ;  fitted  lor 
college  under  the  tutorship  of  Rev.  Paul  Couch,  at 
tlie  Adelphian  Academy,  North  Bridjiewater,  and 
Phillips  Academy,  Aiidover,  Jlass. ;  graduated  at 
Amherst  College,  August,  1850  ;  taught  high  school 
at  East  Braiiitree,  Mass.,  one  year;  entered  Bangor 
Theological  Seminary,  October,  1851,  and  graduated 
Aug.  oO,  1854.  After  receiving  two  other  calls,  he 
accepted  the  call  of  the  South  Church,  where  he  was 
ordained  Sept.  21,  1854;  dismissed  Oct.  1,  1850; 
from  thence  he  removed  to  the  West,  preaching  at 
Rock  Island,  III.,  and  Davenport,  Iowa;  returned  to 
Massachusetts  in  1858,  and  in  June  of  that  year 
commenced  preaching  for  the  First  Congregational 
Society  in  Somerville,  Mass. ;  installed  as  pastor  of 
that  church  and  society  Sept.  21,  1860;  afterwards 
settled  in  Brighton,  Mass.,  and  Stockton,  Cal.,  where 
he  died  from  the  effects  of  an  accident.  Mr.  Packard 
married  Abbie  C.  Mayhew,  of  Chesterfield,  Me.,  July 
24, 1855.  Children,  Abbie  Elizabeth,  March  8,  1857 ; 
Chester  Mayhew,  Sept,  2,  1860  ;  died  Aug.  26,  1862. 

Publications  of  Rev.  D.  Temple  Packard  :  Sermon 
preached  at  Somerville,  Massachusetts,  on  the  national 
fast,  entitled  ''  The  Dawn  of  the  Morning,"  Dec.  28, 
1862 ;  published  by  Rand  &  Avery. 

The  society  were  without  a  pastor  from  Oct.  1, 
1856,  to  Feb.  3,  1858,  during  which  time  various 
preachers  were  heard,  and  March  23,  1857,  Rev. 
Samuel  Fiske  was  invited  to  become  their  pastor,  but 
declined.  Again,  July  13,  1857,  an  invitation  was 
extended  to  Rev.  C.  D.  Lothrop  to  settle  witli  them 
as  their  gospel  minister,  nothing  further  having  been 
done  about  this  call. 

Ministry  op  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood. — On  the 
9th  day  of  December,  1857,  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood, 
of  Ashby,  Mass.,  was  invited  to  become  their  spiritual 
leader  and  pastor.  This  invitation  was  accepted,  and 
on  the  3d  of  February,  1858,  Mr.  Wood  was  duly 
installed  as  pastor  by  a  council  called  for  that  purpose. 
Jan.  11,  1858,  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  Esq.,  Barnabas 
H.  Gray,  and  Russell  Alden,  were  chosen  a  committee 
of  arrangements  in  relation  to  the  installation  of 
Mr.  Wood. 

Pursuant  to  letters  missive  from  the  South  Congre- 
gational Church  in  North  Bridgewater,  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal council  convened  in  the  vestry  of  said  church  Feb. 
3,  1858,  consisting  of  the  i'ullowiug  members: 

Church  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary;  Rev. 
Austin  Phelps. 

Church  of  South  Braintrce :  Rev.  Dennis  Powers, 
pastor;   I.  Davidson,  delegate. 

Porter    Evangelical  Church,   North    Bridgewater : 


Rev.  Charles  L.   Mills,  pastor;  Simeon   Leach,  dele- 
gate. 

Central  Church  of  Middleboro' :  Rev.  Isaiah  C. 
Thacher,  pastor ;  I.  M.  Pickens,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Abington :  Rev.  Frederick  11. 
Abbe,  pastor ;  J.  L.  Nash,  delegate. 

Second  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev.  Henry  L.  Ed- 
wards, pastor  ;  0.  6.  Healey,  delegate. 

Third  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev.  Horace  D. 
Walker,  pastor;   Deacon  Z.  L.  Whitney,  delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  Bridgewater:  Kev.  Pliilo  B. 
Wilcox,  pastor ;  Sidney  Allen,  delegate. 

Winthrop  Church  of  Holbrook :  Stephen  Chess- 
man, delegate. 

The  council  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev. 
Austin  Phelps,  moderator;  and  Rev.  H.  D.  Walker, 
scribe. 

After  the  usual  examination  of  the  candidate,  the 
following  services  were  arranged,  viz  :  Invocation  and 
reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  Frederick  R.  .\bbe, 
of  Abington  ;  prayer,  by  Rev.  Henry  L.  Edwards,  of 
South  Abington ;  sermon,  by  Professor  Plielps,  of 
Andover  Theological  Seminary  ;  installing  prayer,  by 
Rev.  P.  B.  Wilcox  ;  charge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev. 
Charles  L.  Mills,  of  the  Porter  Church,  North 
Bridgewater;  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Ruv. 
Isaiah  C.  Thacher,  of  Middleboro'  ;  address  to  the 
people,  by  Rev.  Horace  D.  Walker,  of  Abington. 
The  day  was  exceedingly  pleasant,  and  the  exercises 
of  a  very  pleasing  kind.  The  sernuin  was  an  clo([uent 
production,  and  the  choir  performed  their  part  in  an 
admirable  manner. 

Mr.  Wood  was  a  successful  preacher  and  pastor  of 
this  church  for  fourteen  years,  till  May  'J,  1872,  at 
which  time  he  tendered  his  resignation,  and  asked  for 
a  council  to  dismiss  him  from  his  pastoral  charge. 

Pursuant  to  letters  missive  from  the  South  Con- 
gregationalist  Church  of  Campello,  an  ecclesiastical 
council  was  convened  in  the  vestry  of  said  church  on 
Wednesday,  at  two  o'clock  p.m.,  June  5,  1872,  which 
was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev.  II.  D.  Walker, 
moderator ;  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Larraboe,  scribe.  The 
following  persons  comprised  the  council : 

Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  Brockton  :  Deacon 
Simeon  Packard,  delegate. 

Trinity  Church  of  Bridgewater:  Rev.  H.  D. 
Walker,  pastor  ;  LewLs  Hopkins,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Randolph  :  Rev.  J.  C.  Larrabee, 
pastor;   A.  Wales,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brockton  :  Rev. 
H.  A.  Stevens,  pastor. 

'I'he  council  having  heard  the  case  as  presented 
to  them  by  pastor  and  people, — 
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"  Voted,  Tbut  with  great  reluotinee  we  advise  the  dissulution 
of  the  relutiun  existing  between  Rev.  Mr.  Wood  and  the  church 
and  piiri:'b.'* 

"  Votrd,  That  the  following  should  bo  ailopteil  : 

"The  council,  having:  libtened  to  tlio  case  ae  presented  tc) 
them,  are  C'<nitraincd  to  advi:ie  the  dissolution  of  the  pastorale 
of  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood  over  the  church  and  society  in  Cam- 
pello.  They  arrive  at  this  conclusion  most  rcluctautly,  for 
thus  is  severed  a  connection  that  has  liad  upon  it  the  smile  of 
the  Great  Spirit  of  the  church  for  fourteen  years,  and  one  that 
has  retained  in  the  circle  of  churches  a  minister  of  Christ, 
uhose  character  uud  ability  made  his  presence  and  ministra- 
tion a  most  welcome  benediction. 

"  Rarely  does  any  man  live  so  long  in  any  region  and  autong 
any  people,  giving  less  occasion  to  gainsayers,  and  so  univer- 
sally and  deeply  respected  and  beloved.  We  do  most  cordially 
and  fully  commend  him  to  the  churches  of  Christ  as  an  able 
and  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel,  wise  to  win  souls,  as  a  man 
and  citizen  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  of  great  wisdom  and  abil- 
ity, who>e  kindness  of  Iteurt  and  rectitude  of  conduct  have  been 
a  perpetual  testimony  for  his  master. 

"J.  C.  Larrabiie,  Scribe. 

"CAMfEi.Lo,  June  5,  1872." 

Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood  was  the  son  of  WilkeiS 
Wood  ;  married,  first,  Eliza  Ann,  daujrhter  of  llev. 
Jonathan  Bigelow,  of  Rochester,  September,  1841  ; 
second,  Mrs.  Catherine  S.  Leuiist,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Clark,  of  Gilraanton,  N.  H.  He  had  four  chil- 
dren,—Charles  H.  W,,  Edward  Clark,  Emily  Cath- 
erine, and  Caroline  Melville. 

Mr.  Wood  remained  with  this  people  fourteen 
years,  havini;  been  dismissed  at  his  request  June  5, 
1872,  and  removed  to  Scotland,  Bridf^ewater.  He 
was  born  in  Middleboro',  Mass.,  June  30,  1814  ;  fitted 
for  colle;_'e  at  Plainfield  Academy,  Connecticut,  and 
Pierce  Academy,  Middleboro',  Mass. ;  graduated  at 
Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1834  ;  gradu- 
ated at  Aiidover  Theological  Seminary  in  1838;  or- 
dained at  Ashby,  Mass.,  October,  1839  ;  at  Campello, 
February,  1858;  at  Scotland,  Bridgewater,  where  he 
now  resides. 

MiNiaTiiY  OF  Rev.  Levehett  S.  Woodwouth. 
— On  the  19th  day  of  January,  1874,  it  was  "  voted, 
That  this  church  extend  to  Mr.  Leverett  S.  Wood- 
worth  a  call  to  become  our  p:istor,"  which  was  ac- 
cepted, and  S.  F.  Packard,  B.  H.  Gray,  and  Preston 
B.  Keith  were  chosen  a  committee  to  make  arrange- 
ments lor  the  installation.  The  following  persons 
were  members  of  the  council : 

Beneficent  Church  of  Providence,  R.  I. :  Rev. 
James  G.  Vose,  D.D.,  pastor;  Deacon  E.  R.  Holdeu, 
delegate. 

Central  Square  Church  of  Bridgewater:  Rev.  H. 
D.  Walker,  pastor ;  Rev.  Isaac  Dunham,  dele- 
gate. 

First  Church  of  Brockton  :  Deacon  John  W. 
KiD<'man. 


Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  Biuckton  :   Rev.  R. 
G.  S.  McNeille,  pastor;   Isaac  Kingman,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Stoughton  :  Rcv. 
Thomas  Wilson,  pastor. 

Congregational  Church  of  Lakeville  :  Rev.  Charles 
W.  Wood,  pastor  ;  Deacon  Myrick  Hasting.s,  delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  Eastou  :  Rev.  A.  S. 
Hudson,  pastor ;    Albert  Drake,  delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  Brighton  :  Rev.  H.  A. 
Stevens,  pastor. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Randolph  :  Rev. 
J.  C.  Larrabee,  pastor ;    A.  Wales,  delegate. 

The  council  met  agreeably  to  notice  at  1 .30  o'clock 
P.M.,  Oct.  29,  1874,  and  organized  by  the  choice  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Wilson,  moderator,  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Lar- 
rabee, scribe. 

The  following  was  the  order  of  exercises : 

1,  voluntary;  2,  reading  the  minutes  of  council; 
3,  invocation,  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Hudson;  4,  reading  of 
the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  H.  D.  Walker;  5,  anthem; 
6,  sermon,  by  J.  G.  Vose,  D.D. ;  7,  ordaining  prayer, 
by  Rev.  H.  A.  Stevens;  8,  hymn;  9,  right  hand  of 
fellowship,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  S.  McNeille;  10,  chaige  to 
the  pastor,  by  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood  ;   11,  anthem  ; 

12,  address  to   the  people,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson  ; 

13,  prayer,  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Larrabee;  14,  hymn  ;   15, 
benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

Mr.  Woodworth  continued  to  preach  to  this  church 
until  Nov.  11,  1879,  at  which  time  lie  resigned,  and 
a  council  was  called  to  advise  in  the  matter  of  his  dis- 
mission. Deacon  George  Sawyer,  N.  H.  Washburn, 
and  George  E.  Keith  were  chosen  a  committee  of 
arrangements. 

Pursuant  to  letters  missive,  the  following  churches 
were  represented  on  the  council : 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Abington :  Rev. 
George  E.  Freeman,  pastor;  Alvin  Vaughn,  delegate. 

Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  Brockton  :  Rev.  Z. 
T.  Sullivan,  pastor;  Deacon  Simeon  Packard,  dele- 
gate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brockton  :  llev.  H. 
L.  Kelscy,  pa.stor;   0.  F.  Lcacb,  delegate. 

The  result  of  the  council  is  as  follows : 

"  Voted  HHanimouHti/,  That  the  action  of  the  church  and 
Parish  be  accepted  and  sanctioned,  and  that  we  declare  the 
pastoral  relations  between  the  Roy.  L.  S.  Woodworth  and  this 
church  and  Parish  terminated. 

"In  reaching  Ibis  conclusion  wo  deeply  regret  the  circum- 
stances that  have  led  Brother  Woodworth  to  be  willing  ti>  leave 
this  lield  where  for  live  years  he  bos  labored  as  a  fairhful,  zeal- 
ous and  cllicient  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Wu  express 
our  hearty  regrets  at  his  departure  from  our  uiidst,  and  com- 
mend him  most  earnestly  to  the  confidence  and  felloushii*  of 
the  brethren  among  whom  his  lot  is  cast.  Wishing  him  great 
prosperity  in  his  new  held,  and  praying  that  the  gixat  Head  of 
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the  Cburch  to  over  keep  him  and  his  family  UDtler  bis  loving 
care.  We  extend  our  warme:jt  sympuCbie^  to  the  church  thus 
bereft  of  an  earnest  and  faithful  pastor.  Wishing  likewise  the 
gracious  guidance  of  the  Chief  Shepherd  as  they  shall  seek  an- 
other to  till  his  place. 

"Rev.  Qkoiige  E.  Fubema.-), 

"  Muderalot: 
"  Rky.  H.  L.  KiiLSEy,  Scribe." 

Ministry  of  Rev.  Joun  T.  Blades. — The  uext 
pastor  settled  was  Rev.  John  T.  Blades,  of  Saco,  Me., 
who  wa.>i  invited  by  vote  of  tlie  ohuroli  ou  July  19, 
1880.  This  call  was  accepted  Aug.  18,  1880.  Jo=iah 
W.  Kingiuau,  K^q.,  N.  H.  VVashburii,  and  Deacon  S. 
Franklin  Packard  were  cho.seii  a  committee  of  the 
church  to  make  arrangements  for  the  installation.  On 
the  14th  of  September,  1880,  a  council  was  called  at 
two  o'clock  P.M.,  composed  of  the  followiua;  members : 

South  Church  of  Salem:  Rev.  E.  S.  Atwood,  pastor. 

Central  Church  of  Lynn :  Rev.  A.  H.  Curwin, 
pastor;   Henry  Howard,  delegate. 

Second  Church  of .  Dorchester :  Rev.  E.  N.  Pack- 
ard, pa.stor;   B.  C.  Hardwick,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brockton:  Rev.  H. 
L.  Kelsey,  pastor. 

Central  Square  Church  of  Bridgewater :  Levi 
Walker,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Biaiutree  :  Rev.  T.  A.  Emerson, 
pastor ;  Arza  B.  Keith,  delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  South  Braintree :  Rev. 
Edwin  Smith,  acting  pastor. 

Congregational  Church  of  Scotlaud :  Rev.  Charles 
W.  Wood,  acting  pastor. 

Congregational  Church  of  Rockland  :  Rev.  L.  C. 
Ferris,  pastor ;  Charles  W.  Howland,  delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  South  Abington  :  Rev. 
F.  P.  Tompkins,  acting  pastor. 

Winthrop  Church  of  Holbrook  :  Elisha  Holbrook, 
delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater: 
Walter  Severance,  delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  East  Providence,  R.  1. : 
Rev.  Leverett  S.  Woodworth,  pastor;  George  Curtis, 
delegate. 

After  a  hearing  before  the  council,  and  an  examina- 
tion of  the  doings  by  church  and  society  and  of  the 
candidate,  everything  having  been  found  satisfactory, 
it  was  voted  "  that  the  couticil  proceed  to  the  services 
of  installation  in  the  evening  of  that  day,"  which  were 
in  the  following  order: 

1,  voluntary  on  organ  ;  2,  reading  of  the  minutes  of 
the  council ;  3,  unthcm, — "  How  Beautiful  Upon  the 
Mountains,"  etc. ;  4,  invocation  and  reading  of  the 
Scriptures;  5,  sermon,  by  Rev.  A.  IL  Curwin  ;  6,  7, 
installing  prayer,  by  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood ;  8,  re- 


sponse ;  9,  charge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev.  E.  N.  Pack- 
ard ;  10,  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  H.  L. 
Kelsey;  11,  hymn;  12,  address,  by  Rev.  E.  S.  At- 
wood;  13,  prayer;   14,  anthem;   15,  benediction. 

Rev.  T.  A.  Emerson,  moderator ;  Leverett  S. 
Woodworth,  scribe. 

Deacons  of  tlie  South  Congregatiuiud  Church 
{CampcUo). — Jacob  Fuller,  April  20,  18:-;7;  Sylva- 
nus  French,  April  26,  1837  ;  Gary  Howard,  April 
22,  1845;  Galen  Pratt,  Apiil  22,  1845;  S.  Franklin 
Packard,  Dec.  4, 1865  ;  George  Sawyer,  Dec.  4,  1865. 


CHAPTER    VIIL 

PORTER   EVANGELICAL   CHURCH    AND   SOCIETY. 

Original  Organization  —  Ministry  of  Rev.  Jolin  F.  Norton  — 
Ministry  of  Rev.  Charles  L.  ilills — Mini.-^try  of  Rev.  .Saiiiuol 
H.  Lee — Ministry  of  Rev.  John  V.  Hilton — Ministry  of  Rev. 
Robert  G.  S.  McNeille — Ministry  of  Rev.  Z.  T.  Sullivan- 
Ministry  of  Rev.  F.  A.  Warlield — Dedication  of  the  Fust 
Meeting-Housc — Rededication  of  thu  Enlarged  ilccting- 
House — Organization  of  thu  Society,  ISJ^I. 

Porter  Evangelical  Church. — This  church  was 
formed  of  members  who  withdrew  from  the  First 
Congregational  Church  in  North  Bridgewater  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  another  church,  it  bf  ing  deemed 
advisable  that  something  should  be  done  to  awaken  a 
new  interest  in  the  cause  of  truth,  and  to  induce 
union  of  feeling  and  action  in  the  support  of  the  or- 
dinances of  the  gospel,  according  to  orthodox  Congre- 
gational u.sages  and  principles.  The  first  meeting  of  a 
series  held,  which  resulted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Porter  Evangelical  Church,  was  at  the  house  of  Hez- 
ekiah  Packard,  Tuesday,  Jan.  8,  1850. 

Other  meetings  soon  followed,  and  on  Thursday 
evening,  Feb.  7,  1850,  at  the  same  place,  Davis  King- 
man was  chosen  moderator,  when  it  was  "  Voted, 
unanimously,  '  that  we  will  take  measures  to  form  an- 
other orthodox  Congregational  Church  in  this  place, 
as  soon  as  it  may  be  deemed  expedient.'" 

A  committee  of  five  were  cho.sen,  viz.  :  Deacon 
Simeon  Packard,  Simeon  Leach,  Abel  W.  Kingman, 
M.D.,  Robert  Holbrook,  and  Lsaac  Kingman,  to  see 
how  many  would  unite  in  the  movement.  This  com- 
mittee reported  Feb.  12,  1850,  the  names  of  seventy 
persons  who  were  in  favor  of  immediate  action,  and 
who  were  prepared  to  unite  in  the  formation  of  an- 
other church.  At  this  meeting  it  was  agreed  to  lay 
the  subject  before  the  church  at  tlieir  next  meet  ing, 
and  take  means  to  call  a  council  ininiediatcl)  for  the 
purpose  of  formation,  if   they   deemed   it  e.Kpedient. 
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This  was  done  at  a  niceciug  of  the  churcli  held  the  day 
followiiiii  (February  Kith),  and  a  couimittee  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  cliureh  to  call  a  council  for  that  pur- 
pose. At  a  meeting  of  the  church,  held  February 
19th,  it  was  voted  that  they  adopt  the  same  articles 
ot"  faith  and  covenant  as  those  used  by  the  First 
Church.  Also  voted,  that  the  uaaie  of  the  new 
church  shall  bo  the  Porter  EvaD!j;elical  Church.  A 
council  was  accordinsily  called,  which  met  on  the  6th 
day  of  Jlarch,  1850,  the  following  churches  com- 
posing the  council : 

Congregational  Church  of  Easton :  Rev.  Luther 
Sheldon,  D.D.,  pastor;   Jolin  R.  Drake,  delegate. 

Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Bridgcwater: 
Rev.  David  Brigham,  pastor;  E.  Hathaway,  dele- 
gate. 

First  Church  of  Abington :  Rev.  J.  W.  Ward, 
pastor  ;  Zibeou  Packard,  delegate. 

Trinitaiian  Congregational  Church  of  Taunton : 
Rev.  Erustus  Maltby,  pastor;  H.  G.  O.  White,  dele- 
gate. 

Village  Church  of  Dorchester :  Rev.  David  Dyer, 
pastor  ;  Shadrach  Jenkins,  delegate. 

Central  Congregational  Church  of  Boston :  Rev. 
George  Richards,  pastor ;   I.  C.  Proctor,  delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  South  Weymouth :  J. 
P.  Terry,  pastor;  Deacon  I.  Loud,  delegate. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  Dorchester : 
Rev.  J.  H.  Means,  pastor;  Deacon  C.  Howe,  dele- 
gate. 

Evan;.;elical  Congregational  Church  of  Hiugham : 
Rev.  E.  Porter  Dyer,  pastor ;  Deacon  Asa  H.  Holden, 
delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  Middleboro' :  Rev.  L 
W.  Putnam,  pastor ;  S.  Harlow,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  North  Weymouth  : 
D.  Pratt  (3d),  delegate. 

The  council  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev. 
Luther  Sheldon,  D.D.,  moderator;  Rev.  Erastus 
Maltby,  scribe. 

After  hearing  statements  and  facts  regarding  the 
rea.sons  for  a  new  organization,  and  a  thorough  exam- 
ination into  all  matters  pertaining  thereto,  the  coun- 
cil "  voted,  unanimously,  that  under  existing  circum- 
stances in  this  church  it  is  expedient,  agreeably  to 
the  request  of  the  members  calling  this  council,  that 
another  '  Orthodox  Congregational  Church'  be  organ- 
ized in  this  place  to  be  called  the  'Porter  Evangelical 
Church.'  It  being  understood  that  they  are  to  adopt 
the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant  now  adopted  by 
the  church  they  leave."  The  public  services  of  or- 
ganization were  assigned  for  seven  o'clock  iu  the 
evening,   which    were     as    follows:      1,  introductory 
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prayer  and  reading  of  the  Articles  of  Faith  and 
Covenant,  by  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  D.D.,  of  Eastou ; 
i,  consecrating  prayer,  by  Rev.  David  Brigham,  of 
Bridgcwater;  3,  fellowship  of  the  churches,  by  Rev. 
E.  Porter  Dyer,  of  Hingham  ;  4,  address  to  the 
church,  by  Rev.  David  Dyer,  of  Dorchester ;  5,  con- 
cluding prayer,  by  Rev.  Erastus  Maltby,  of  Taunton. 
The  church  met  Friday,  March  8th,  and  "  voted  to 
establish  public  worship  forthwith,"  and  various  com- 
mittees were  chosen  to  make  such  arrangements  as 
seemed  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

The  first  meeting  for  public  worship  was  held  in 
the  hall  of  Tyler  Cobb,  on  Sunday,  March  10,  1820. 
Rev.  Joseph  Merrill,  of  Dracut,  Mass.,  preached  on 
that  day  and  the  two  succeeding  Sabbaths. 

Ministry  of  Rev.  Joun  F.  Norton. — The  next 
minister  was  Rev.  John  F.  Norton,  who  came  to  the 
town  April  6,  1850,  and  preached  five  Sabbaths, 
when  the  church  and  society  united  in  giving  him  a 
call  to  become  their  pastor.  May  7th,  which  he  ac- 
cepted May  10,  1850  ;  and  immediate  measures  were 
taken  in  calling  a  council  to  install  him  as  their 
pastor.  The  following  churches  were  represented  in 
the  council : 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello :  Rev. 
Daniel  Huntington,  pastor;   Charles  Keith,  delegate. 

First  Churcli  of  Easton:  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon, 
D.D.,  pastor;  Deacon  H.  T.  Mitchell,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Randolph  :  Rev. 
Calvin  Hitchcock,  D.D.,  pastor;  Deacon  Wales 
Thayer,  delegate. 

Trinitarian  Church  of  Bridgcwater :  Rev.  David 
Brigham,  pastor ;  Levi  Walker,  delegate. 

Trinitarian  Church  of  Taunton  :  Rev.  Erastus 
Maltby,  pastor;  James  M.  Williams,  delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Dcdliam:  Rev. 
Calvin  Durfee,  pastor ;   C.  Talbot,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  North  Bridge- 
water:  Rev.  Paul  Couch,  pastor;  Henry  Howard, 
delegate. 

Village  Church  of  Dorchester:  Rev.  David  Dyer, 
pastor ;  Deacon  James  Tolman,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev.  James  W.  Ward, 
pastor  ;  John  Hunt,  delegate 

Congregational  Church  of  South  Weymouth  :  Rev. 
J.  P.  Terry,  pastor;   A.  W.  Pain,  delegate. 

Evangelical  Church  of  Hiiigham :  Rev.  E.  P. 
Dyer,  pastor  ;   A.  Kilby,  delegate. 

Eliot  Church  of  Roxbury  :  Rev.  A.  C.  Thompson, 
pastor. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  Dorchester : 
Rev.  J.  H.  Means,  pastor;  Deacon  Edward  Sharp, 
delegate. 
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First  CoDgregatiouul   Church   of  Falmouth  ;   John- 
Jenkins,  delegate. 

Winthrop  Church  of  East  Randolph  :  Elisha  Bel- 
cher, delegate. 

The  council  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev. 
Daniel  Huntington  as  moderator,  and  Rev.  James 
W.  Ward,  scribe,  who  convened  in  the  vestry  of  the 
JNIethodist  Cliuich,  by  invitation  of  that  church. 

His  installation  took  place  in  the  meeting-house  of 
the  First  Church,  June  5,  1S50,  at  1;!  o'clock  P.M., 
with  the  following  order  of  services  on  that  occasion  : 

1,  voluntary,  by  the  choir;  2,  reading  minutes  of 
the  ecclesiastical  council  ;  3,  invocation  and  reading 
of  the  Scriptures  ;  i,  anthem  ;  5,  introductory  prayer  ; 
6,  hymn, — words  and  music  composed  for  a  similar 
occasion  by  Rev.  D.  Huntington, — "  Herald  of  our 
Saviour  God  ;"  7,  sermon,  by  Rev.  A.  C.  Thompson, 
of  Roxbury,  Mass.  ;  8,  chant, — "  I  will  give  you  pas- 
tors according  to  mine  own  heart ;"  9,  installing 
prayer,  by  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  D.D.,  of  Eastou  ; 
10,  charge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock, 
D.D.,  of  Randolph;  11,  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by 
Rev.  J.  P.  Terry,  of  South  Weymouth;  12,  hymn, 
— •'  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  ;"  13,  address 
to  the  people,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  of  the 
South  Congregational  Church,  Campello ;  1-1,  con- 
cluding prayer,  by  Rev.  David  Dyer  ;  15,  hymn,  by 
the  congregation,  tune,  "  Hamburg:" 

**  'Tia  done, — the  importaDtuct  ia  done  ; 

Heaven,  earth,  itd  solemn  purport  know  ; 
Ita  [Vuita,  wlicn  time  its  race  has  run, 
Shalt  through  utcrnal  a^cs  Huw. 

"  The  covenants  of  this  sacred  hour, 
Great  Shepherd  of  thy  people,  seal ; 
Spirit  of  grace  diUuse  thy  power, 
Our  vowa  accept,  thy  ujiglit  reveal. 

*'  Behold  our  guide,  and  deign  to  crown 
His  toils,  0  Lauih  of  (iod,  with  love  ; 
His  lips  inspire  ;  each  ellort  own  ; 

Breathe,  dwell  witliiu  hiui,  heavenly  Dove. 

"  Behold  his  charge  :   what  wealth  shall  dare 

With  its  most  priceless  worth  to  vie? 

Suns,  systems,  worlds,  how  mean  they  are, 

Compared  with  souls  tliat  cannot  die  ! 

**  Tlie  sun  may  set  in  eudlcss  gloom. 
The  planets  from  their  stations  Hce, 
Crcatiuu  tilt  ohlivion's  tomb  ; 
Jtut  souls  can  never  cease  to  he. 

*'  Oh,  wlicn  before  the  judguient-aoat 
The  wicked  quake  in  tlread  despair, 
May  vte,  all  reverent  jit  Ihy  feet. 
Pastor  and  flock,  tind  mercy  there." 

IG,  benediction. 

BIr.  Norton  continued  with   this  people  until   Deo. 
4,  1851,  when  he  wiis  dismissed  at  his  request. 


The  council  represented  in  the  di-^mi^r^al  of  llev. 
John  F.  Norton  was  as  follows  : 

Evangelical  Church  of  Easton  :  Rev.  Luther  Shel- 
don. D.D.,  pastor. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  Randolph  :  Rev. 
Ezekiel  Russell,  pastor  ;  E.  Wales,  delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church  at  Campello :  Zibu 
Keith,  delegate. 

Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Rridgewater  : 
Rev.  David  Brigham,  pastor ;  Deacon  Abiel  Bassett, 
delegate. 

Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  D.D.,  moderator  ;  Rev. 
David  Brigham,  scribe. 

Rev.  JoiiD  F.  Norton  was  born  in  Goshen,  Litch- 
field Co.,  Conn.,  Sept.  8,  1809  ;  entered  Yale  College 
in  1829  ;  but  his  health  failing,  he  left  college  during 
his  junior  year.  He  received  the  degree  of  A.M. 
from  that  institution  in  1848  ;  studied  theology  at 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  lOast  Windsor,  Conn., 
where  he  graduated  in  1837  ;  traveled  nearly  a  year 
in  Northern  and  Western  Europe  ;  was  principal  of 
academies  in  Goshen,  Brooklyn,  and  Norfolk,  Conn., 
for  eight  years;  was  ordained  pastor  of  church  in 
Milton  Parish,  Litchfield,  Conn.,  Oct.  23,  1S14;  in- 
stalled pastor  of  Porter  Evangelical  Church  in  North 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  June  5,  1850;  dismissed  at  his 
request,  Dec.  4,  1851  ;  installed  pastor  of  the  ]']van- 
gelical  Church  in  Athol,  Mass.,  March  17,  1852; 
married,  first,  Harriet  Frances  Jenkins,  of  Falmouth, 
Mass.,  Aug.  19,  1839,  who  died  Feb.  3,  1.S49;  sec- 
ond marriage  to  Sophia  W.  Elliot,  of  Bridgepoit, 
Conn.,  Dec.  31,  1850  ;  she  died  June  G,  1S52.  He 
then  married  Ann  Maria  Mann,  of  Stoiigliton,  Ma.s.s.. 
Sept.  2G,  1853;  has  one  child  living,  Lewis  Mills 
Norton,  born  Dee.  2G,  1855. 

Ministry  op  Rkv.  Charles  L.  Mill.s. — Vari- 
ous ministers  supplied  the  pulpit,  among  whom 
were  Rev.  Hubburd  Becbe,  of  South  Wilbrahaiu, 
Mass.,  and  Rev.  Edwin  P.  Wright,  of  Ackworth, 
N.  H.,  after  which  the  church  and  society  united  in 
giving  Rev.  Charles  L.  Mills  a  call,  in  July,  1852,  to 
settle  with  them  as  their  pastor. 

A  council,  composed  of  the  following  churches, 
convened  at  the  meeting-house  of  the  Porter  Evan- 
gelical Church,  on  the  lltli  day  of  August,  1852,  at 
nine  o'clock  a.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  installing  Rev. 
Mr.  Mills,  viz.  : 

First  Church  of  Braintree  :  Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs, 
D.D.,  pastor ;  Charles  French,  delegate. 

Church  of  Easton  :  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  D.D., 
pastor;  John  B.  Drake,  delegate. 

Winuisimet  Church  of  Chelsea  :  Rev.  I.  P.  Lang- 
worthy,  pastor;  Charles  B.  Wilder,  delegate. 
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First  Con^'rejiational  Church  of  Brockton :  Rev. 
Paul  Couch,  pastor  ;  Deacon  Ozen  Gurney,  delegate.  | 

First  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev.  James  W.  Ward, 
pastor;   Zibcon  Packard,  delegate. 

Cougregatiorial  Church  of  Athol :  Rev.  John  F. 
Norton,  pastor. 

First  Church  of  Randolph  :  Rev.  C.  M.  Cordley, 
pastor. 

Wintlirop  Congregational  Church  of  Holbrook  : 
Elisha  N.  Holbrook,  delegate. 

Congregational  Church  of  Stoughton  :  Rev.  Albert 
Perry,  pa.stor  ;  E.  Dickerman,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Yarmouth  ;  Rev. 
Abel  K.  Packard,  pastor ;  F.  Dunbar,  delegate. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  Weymouth : 
Rev.  J.  P.  Terry,  pastor;   A.  Vitiing,  delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater : 
Otis  Grover,  delegate. 

Rev.  Daniel  Butler,  of  Westboro',  Mass. 

The  council  was  organized  by  choice  of  Rev. 
Luther  Sheldon,  moderator ;  Rev.  J.  P.  Terry, 
scribe. 

After  a  satisfactory  hearing  as  to  the  qualifications 
and  belief  of  the  pastor-elect,  the  council  voted  unani- 
mously that  they  would  proceed  to  the  services  of 
installation  in  the  following  order: 

1 ,  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  council,  by  the 
scribe ;  2,  invocation  and  reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
by  Rev.  Abel  K.  Packard,  of  Yarmouth,  Mass.  (now 
of  Anoka,  Minn.)  ;  3,  introductory  prayer,  by  Rev. 
J.  P.  Terry,  of  South  Weymouth ;  4,  sermon,  by 
Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of  Braintree  ;  5,  in- 
stalling [iraycr,  by  Rev  James  W.  Ward,  of  Abing- 
ton  ;  G,  charge  to  the  pastor,  by  Rev.  Luther  Shel- 
don, D.D.,  of  Kaston;  7,  right  hand  of  fellowship, 
by  Rev.  Daniel  Butler,  of  Westboro',  Mass.  ;  8, 
hymn, — 

"  He  tbut  goetli  forth  with  weeping, 
Bearing  still  the  precious  seed, 
Never  tirin;;,  never  sleeping, 
All  his  labor  .^hall  succeed. 

"Then  will  fall  the  ruin  of  heaven. 
Then  the  dun  of  uicroy  shine; 
Precious  fruits  will  then  be  given, 
Through  an  inlluenco  all  divine. 

"Sow  thy  seed,  be  never  weary, 
Nor  let  fears  thy  mind  cni|)loy  ; 
Be  the  prospect  ne'er  so  dreary, 
Thou  nmyst  reap  the  fruits  of  joy. 

**  Lo,  the  scene  of  verdure  bright'ning. 
See  thti  rising  gr.iin  appear; 
Look  again!  the  tielda  are  whit'ning; 
Sure  the  harvest  time  is  near." 

9,  address  to  the  people,  by  Rev.  L  P.  Langworthy, 


of  Chelsea;  10,  concluding  prayer,  by  Rev.  John 
F.  Norton,  of  Athol  (their  former  pastor);  11, 
benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

Rev.  Mr.  Mills  preached  to  this  people  until  Feb. 
18,  18G2,  when  he  was  dismissed. 

Rev.  Charles  L.  Mills  was  born  in  Morristowo, 
N.  J.,  Aug.  11,  1812;  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
1835  ;  studied  theology  at  the  Theological  Seminary, 
Princeton,  N.  J.  Mr.  Mills  preached  in  various  places 
iu  the  West  and  about  New  England  for  twelve  years 
or  more,  and  in  1852  was  called  to  settle  as  pastor  of 
the  Porter  Evangelical  Church  of  North  Bridgewater, 
where  he  remained  till  February,  1862.  After  a  brief 
respite  from  pastoral  labor,  he  received  a  call  to  settle 
at  Wrentham,  Mass.,  where  he  was  ordained  as  pastor 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  10,  1803. 
He  married,  first,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Deacon  Wil- 
liam Lyman,  of  Middletown,  Conn.  ;  second,  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Peter  Smith,  of  Andover,  Mass. 

Ministry  op  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Lee. — The 
church  was  without  a  pastor  but  a  short  time,  as  we 
find  by  record,  the  church  "  voted,  June  16,1862, 
unanimously,  to  give  a  call  to  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Lee 
to  settle  with  them  in  the  ministry."  This  call  was 
accepted. 

A  council,  consisting  of  the  following  churches, 
was  called  to  advise  in  reference  to  the  ordination  of 
Rev.  Samuel  H.  Lee,  Sept.  17,  1862  : 

First  Church,  Braintree :  Rev.  Richard  S  Storrs, 
D.D.,  pastor  ;  R.  H.  Allen,  delegate. 

First  Church,  Stoughton :  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson, 
pastor  ;   Deacon  Eben  Drake,  delegate. 

First  Church,  Somerville  :  Rev.  David  T.  Packard, 
p;istor. 

First  Church,  Randolph  :  Ebenezer  Alden,  delegate. 

Second  Church,  Randolph:  Rev.  S.  G.  Dodd,  pas- 
tor ;  Simeon  L.  Whitcoinb,  delegate. 

Winthrop  Church,  Holbrook :  Rev.  E.  Russell, 
D.D.,  pastor  ;   Levi  Whitcomb,  delegate. 

First  Church,  Abington  :  Rev.  F.  R.  Abbe,  pa.stor ; 
Henry  A.  Noyes,  delegate. 

Second  Church,  Abington  :  Rev.  Henry  L.  Ed- 
wards, pastor  ;   William  R.  Vining,  delegate. 

Second  Church,  Weymouth :  Rev.  J.  P.  Terry, 
pastor  ;   William  Dyer,  delegate. 

Union  Church,  South  Weymouth  :  Rev.  P.  N. 
Hayes,  pastor ;   C.  S.  Fogg,  delegate. 

Union  Church,  Weymouth  and  Braintree  :  Rev. 
Lysander  Dickerson,  pastor  ;  J.  W.  Loud,  delegate. 

First  Church,  North  Bridgewater:  John  W.King- 
man, delegate. 

Third  Church,  Abington:  Rev.  H.  D.  Walker, 
pastor  ;  H.  H.  Burrill,  delegate. 
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Union  Church,  East  Bridgewater :  Rev.  N.  H. 
Bioughton,  pastor. 

Evangelical  Church,  Hinghaiu  :  Rev.  E.  Porter 
Dyer,  pastor;   Caleb  S.  Hunt,  delegate. 

Congregational  Church,  Houston  :  Rev.  Benjacnin 
Southworth,  pastor. 

South    Congregational    Church,   Caiupcllo  :     Rev. 
Charles  W.  Wood,  pastor;   George  Sawyer,  delegate. 
The  council  organized  by  the  choice  of  Richard  S. 
Storrs,  moderator ;   Charles  W.  Wood,  scribe. 

After  an  examination  of  the  candidate  and  his  cre- 
dentials, and  finding  them  satisfactory,  the  order  of 
exercises  at  the  installation  wa.s  as  follows;  1,  in- 
vocation and  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  E. 
Porter  Dyer,  of  Hingham  ;  2,  introductory  prayer, 
by  Rev.  E.  Douglas ;  3,  sermon,  by  Rev.  Edward 
N.  Kirk,  D.D.,  of  Boston  ;  4,  ordaining  prayer,  by 
Rev.  S.  G.  Dodd,  of  East  Randolph  ;  5,  charge  to 
the  pastor,  by  Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of  Brain- 
tree  ;  6,  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  Charles 
W.  Wood,  of  Campello ;  7,  address  to  the  people, 
by  Rev.  David  Temple  Packard,  of  Somerville ;  8, 
concluding  prayer,  by  Rev.  F.  R.  Abbe,  of  Abington  ; 
9,  benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  18G6,  Mr.  Lee  sent  in 
his  resignation  to  the  church,  who  united  with  him 
in  calling  a  council  for  the  purpose  of  dismissal, 
which  was  held  on  the  20th  of  the  same  montli. 
The  churches  present  were: 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brockton :  Rev. 
Edward  L.  Clark,  pastor;  Deacon  John  W.  King- 
man, delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello:  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Wood,  pastor;  Deacon  S.  Franklin  Pack- 
ard, delegate. 

Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Bridgewater  : 
Rev.  E.  Douglas,  pastor ;  Deacon  Abiel  Bassett,  del- 
egate. 

First  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev.  F.  R.  Abbe, 
pastor;  Deacon  John  A.  King,  delegate. 

Second  Church  of  South  Weymouth  :  Rev.  J.  P. 
Terry,  pastor;   Deacon  B.  F.  White,  delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater  :  Rev. 
N.  H.  Broughton,  pastor. 

Union  Church,  South  Weymouth :  Rev.  S.  H. 
Hayes,  pastor;   L  S.  Cobb,  delegate. 

Rev.  J,  P.  Terry,  moderator,  and  Rev.  Edward  L. 
Clark,  scribe. 

The  couucil,  after  a  full  hearing,  "  voltd,  that  in 
their  judgment  it  is  expedient,  and  they  accordingly 
advise  that  this  relation  terminate." 

Rev.  Samuel  H.  Lee  waa  born  in  Sprague,  Conn., 
Dec.  21,  1832;  fitted  lor  college  at  Williston   Semi- 


nary, East  Hampton,  Mass. ;  entered  Yale  College, 
1854;  graduated  in  1858;  graduated  at  the  Normal 
School,  New  Britain,  Conn.,  1852  ;  was  a  teacher  in 
the  Normal  School  three  years;  studied  theology  at 
Yale  Theological  Seminary  two  years;  received  an 
invitation  to  settle  as  pastor  of  the  Porter  E\'angelical 
Church  in  North  Bridgewater  in  1802,  where  he 
was  ordained  Sept.  17,  18G2. 

MiNisTEY  or  Rev.  John  V.  Hilton. — Jan. 
31,  1867,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  John  V.  Hil- 
ton to  settle  as  their  pastor,  which  was  declined. 
Various  ministers  were  heard  till  March  22,  18G9, 
at  which  date  Rev.  Charles  M.  Lauisoii  was  in- 
vited to  settle  with  them  in  the  gospel  ministry,  the 
call  being  unanimous.  This  call  was  accepted  and 
Mr.  Lamson  was  duly  installed.  Pursuant  to  letters 
missive  from  the  Porter  Evangelical  Church,  an  ec- 
clesiastical council  was  convened  iu  the  meetinghouse 
of  said  church  on  Thursday,  Aug.  5,  18U9,  at  9.30 
o'clock  A.M.,  as  follows: 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brockton  :  Rev. 
H.  A.  Stevens,  pastor;  Deacon  Joel  T.  Packard, 
delegate. 

South  Congregational  Chuich  of  Campello :  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Wood,  pastor;  Deacon  S.  Frauklin  Pack- 
ard, delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater : 
Rev.  J.  P.  Aldrich,  pastor  ;  Luther  Uicliards,  dele- 
gate. 

Trinitarian  Church  of  Bridgewater  :  Lewis  S.  Hop- 
kins, delegate. 

Second  Church  of  Abington :  Rev.  W.  F.  Obcr, 
A.  P.  ;  Samuel  Blake,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Randolph  :  Ebeuezer  Aldeu,  M.D., 
delegate. 

Wiuthrop  Church  of  Holbrook:  Rev.  l^zekiel 
Russell,  pastor  ;   Elisha  N.  Holbrook,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Stoughton:  Rev.  Thomas  WiUou, 
pastor  ;   Deacon  Ebenezer  Draker,  delegate. 

Evangelical  Congregational  Church  of  Brighton  : 
Rev.  David  Temple  Packard,  pastor. 

Village  Church  of  Dorchester  :  Rev.  H.  ^l.  Ten- 
ney,  pastor ;  John  A.  Tucker,  delegate. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  Hadley  :  Rev. 
W.  H.  Bemau,  pastor;   Benjamin  Adams,  delegate. 

North  Congregational  Church  of  New  Bedford : 
Rev.  AloQZo  H.  Quint,  pastor;  Deacon  John  Bryant, 
delegate. 

Highland  Church  of  Boston  :  Rev.  Charles  L. 
Mills,  pastor;   Deacon  Samuel  W.  Hall,  delegate. 

Rev.  Abel  Kingman  Packard,  of  Anoka,  Minn. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Tyler,  D.D.,of  Amher.st,  Mass. 

The    couucil    organized    with    Rev.    Charles    W. 
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Wood  muderutor,  and  Ruv.  H.  M.  Tenucy  us  seribe, 
aad  till;  t'ollowiii';  order  of  exercises  were  arran;;ed, 
viz.:  1,  voluntary;  2,  iiitroduutory  exercises,  Rev. 
H.  M.  Teiiiiey  ;  3,  antheiu  ;  4,  senuoii,  by  Rev.  W. 
S.  Tyler,  D.D. ;  5,  antheiu;  G,  ordainio;;  prayer,  by 
Rev.  W.  H.  Beman  ;  7,  ehiirire  to  tlie  pastor,  by  Rev. 
Aloiizo  n.  Quiut,  D.D.  ;  8,  Iiyiiin  ;  9,  rii;lit  hand  of 
fellowship,  by  Rev.  FTenry  A.  Stevens;  10,  address 
to  the  people,  by  Rev.  Charles  L.  Jlills;  11,  anthem; 
12,  benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

Ministry  ov  Rev.  Robert  G.  S.  McNeille. — 
Several  ministers  were  heard  till  April  1,  1872,  at 
which  time  it  was  voted  "  that  wc  extend  a  call  to 
Rev.  Robert  G.  S.  McNeille,  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
to  become  our  pastor."  This  call  was  accepted,  and  a 
council  was  culled  April  25, 1872,  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 

The  roll  of  the  council  consisted  of  the  following 
churches  represented  : 

Shawmut  Church  of  Boston  :  Rev.  E.  B.  Webb, 
D.D.,  pastor ;  Alvah  White,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brooklyn  :  Rev. 
H.  A.  Stevens,  pastor  ;  Jonathan  White,  delegate. 

First  Church  of  Sioughton  :  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson, 
pasliir  ;   Samuel  Clapp,  delegate. 

Second  Church  of  Weymouth :  Rev.  George  F. 
Stanton,  pastor. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater : 
Rev.  Au.itin  Dodge,  pastor. 

First  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev.  George  E.  Free- 
man, pastor ;  Deacon  H.  A.  Noyes,  delegate. 

Central  Si|uare  Church  of  Bridgewater:  Rev.  Hor- 
ace D.  Walker,  pastor;   H.  D.  Sanford,  delegate. 

North  Church  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  :  Rev.  Edward 
L.  Clark,  pastor. 

East  Church  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  :  Charles  Wil- 
son, delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello  :  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Wood,  pastor ;  Ziba  C.  Keith,  delegate. 

After  the  usual  examination  of  the  candidate,  and 
everything  found  satisfactory,  the  following  order  of 
exercises  were  arranged,  viz. : 

1,  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  Heman 
Packard  DeForest ;  2,  prayer,  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Wilson  ;  3,  sermou,  by  Rev.  Edward  L.  Clark  ;  4, 
installing  prayer,  by  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood  ;  5, 
charge  to  pastor,  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Webb,  D.D. ;  6, 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.    H.   A.   Stevens; 

7,  address  to  the  people,  by  Rev.  Horace  D.  Walker ; 

8,  benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

Rev.  Edwin  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  moderator;  Rev. 
George  E.  Freeman,  scribe. 

Nov.  15,  1877,  Mr.  McNeille  tendered  his  resig- 
nation as  pastor  of  the  church,  and  a  mutual   council 


was  held  to  advise  in  the  matter  of  dismisaal,  con.-isl- 
ing  of  the  following  persons  : 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brockton  :  Rev.  E. 
P.  McElroy,  pastor  ;  Deacon  Joseph  S.Smith,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Stoughton  :  Rev. 
John  Herbert,  pastor  ;  Deacon  Ebeuezer  Drake,  dele- 
gate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Abington :  Rev. 
George  E.  Freeman,  pastor. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Randolph  :  Rev.  J. 
C.  Larrubee,  pastor;   Deacon  O.  H.  Leach,  delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello  :  Rev. 
L.  S.  Woodworth,  pastor. 

The  council  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev. 
George  E.  Freeman  moderator,  and  Rev.  L.  S. 
Woodworth  as  scribe.  The  resignation  was  read, 
and  all  parties  interested  were  heard,  and  the  council 
advised  "  that  the  pastoral  relation  to  this  church 
cease,"  as  follows : 

"  Uaving  beard  Rev.  R.  G.  S.  MuNeille's  letter  of  resi^jna- 
tioD  read,  nod  abo  the  action  of  tlie  church  and  pari^li  accept- 
ing the  same,  we  hereby  as  a  council  adjudge  the  action  tu  bo 
orilerly,  and  advi.-e  that  Bro.  McNeille's  pastoral  relation  to 
this  church  hereby  cea^e.  And  in  coming  to  this  conclusion, 
we  with  pleasure  bear  witness  to  Bro.  McXeillc's  high  abilities 
us  ft  preacher,  to  bis  genial  social  qualities,  which  have  secured 
for  him  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  hia  friends  and  u:-sociates 
in  the  ministry,  and  have  given  bim  a  strung  hold  upon  this 
church  and  community,  and  also  to  the  peace  and  iiros[>urity 
which  have  attended  bis  ministry  here. 

"  We  heartily  commend  hitu  to  the  held  of  his  future  labors, 
and  trust  that  there  he  will  prove  himself  a  good  minister  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  be  eminently  successful  in  tbe  edifying  of  the 
church  and  in  tbe  salvation  of  souls. 

*'  We  tender  our  sympathies  to  the  church  in  tbe  dissolution 
of  the  pastoral  relation,  and  pruy  that  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church  may  soon  till  this  vacant  place  with  a  teacher  and  guide 
who  will  lead  this  people  on  to  future  peace  and  prosperity,  and 
to  great  success  in  advancing  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  this 
place." 

The  council  then  dissolved. 

Ministry  op  Rev.  Z.  T.  Sullivan. — On  the 
1st  day  of  April,  1878,  the  following  vote  was  passed 
by  the  church :  "  Voted,  unanimously,  that  we  ex- 
tend a  call  to  Rev.  Z.  T.  Sullivan,  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  to  become  pastor  of  this  church." 

The  call  was  accepted  April  15th,  and  a  council  met 
on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1878,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
stalling Mr.  Sullivan.  The  churches  represented 
were  as  follows : 

First  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev.  George  E.  Free- 
man, pastor  ;   Deacon  J.  L.  Nash,  delegate. 

Maverick  Church  of  Boston  :  Rev.  John  V.  Hilton, 
pastor;   F.  E.  Dimmock,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Eastou  :  Rev.  L. 
H.  Sheldon,  pastor;  Luke  S.  Greeuleaf,  delegate. 
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South  Congregational  Church  of  Caiupellu :  Rev. 
L.  S.  Wood  worth,  pastor;  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  dele- 
gate. 

Trinitarian  Church  of  New  Bedford:  Rev.  M.  C. 
Julien,  pastor. 

North  Church  of  New  Bedford:  Rev.  A.  H. 
Heath,  pa.stor;  Deacon  Zachariah  Sturtevant,  dele- 
gate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brockton  :  Rev. 
H.  L.  Kelscy,  pastor;  Jonathan  White,  delegate. 

Winthrop  Church  of  Holbrook  :  Deacon  Newton 
White,  delegate. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  South  Abing- 
ton:  Rev.  Frank  I.  Tompkins,  pastor;  Martin  S. 
Stetson,  delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater: 
Rev.  D.  W.  Richardson,  pastor;  James  S.  Allen, 
delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Stoughton  :  Rev. 
John  Herbert,  pastor;  Deacon  Nathaniel  Gay,  dele- 
gate. 

First  Congregational   Church  of   Randolph  :   Rev. 
J.  C.  Larrabee,  pastor;  George  H.  Wilkina,  delegate. 
Second    Congregational    Church    of    South   Wey- 
mouth :    Rev.  George    F.  Stanton,   pastor;    William 
Dyer,  delegate. 

Central  Square  Church  of  Bridgewater:  Rev. 
Horace  D.  Walker,  pastor;  Deacon  H.  D.  Sanfurd, 
delegate. 

Salem  Square  Church  of  Worcester :  Rev.  Charles 
M.  Lamson,  pastor;  Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D. 

The  council  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev. 
George  H.  Freeman,  moderator ;  Rev.  Horace  D. 
Walker,  scribe.  After  the  usual  examination  of  the 
candidate,  and  his  reasons  for  changing  his  pastoral 
relations,  the  council  advised  his  settlement,  and 
assigned  the  various  parts  of  the  installation  services, 
■  as  follows : 

1,  invocation  and  Scripture  lesson,  by  Rev.  John 
Herbert ;  2,  sermon,  by  Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.D. ; 
3,  installing  prayer,  by  Rev.  M.  C.  Julien  ;  4,  charge 
to  the  pastor,  hy  Rev.  A.  H.  Heath  ;  5,  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  H.  L.  Kelsey  ;  tj,  address  to 
the  people,  by  Rev.  Charles  M.  Lamson  ;  7,  conclud- 
ing prayer,  by  Rev.  L.  S.  Woodworth. 

May  28,  1881,  Rev.  Mr.  Sullivan  sent  his  resigna- 
tion to  the  church,  with  a  request  that  the  pastoral 
relation  between  him  and  the  church  should  terminate 
July  1,  1881.  Accordingly  a  council  was  called  to 
take  action  in  the  matter  of  his  dismission,  repre- 
sented by  the  following  churches,  viz.  : 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brockton  :  J.  R. 
Perkins,  delegate. 


South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello  :  Deacon 
George  Sawyer,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Randolph  :  Deacon 
Joseph  Graham,  delegate. 

Central  Square  Church  of  Bridgewater:  Rev.  J.  C. 
Bodwell,  pastor;  Deacon  Abiel  Bassett,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Stoughton  :  Rev. 
D.  O.  Clark,  pastor;   Deacon  E.  M.  Morton,  delegate. 

The  above  persons  convened  in  the  Porter  Church 
on  the  28th  day  of  June,  1881,  agreeably  to  the 
request  of  pastor  and  church,  and  organized  by  the 
choice  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Bodwell  moderator,  and  Rev.  D. 
0  Clark  as  scribe. 

The  council,  after  listening  to  the  above  represen- 
tations, voted  unanimously  to  confirm  the  doings  of 
the  church  and  society,  and  agreed  to  the  following 
resolution  : 

"  WiiEntAs,  in  the  pruvidcnce  of  God  it  lias  bcuoino  neces- 
sary, on  aucount  of  loss  of  health,  for  Kev.  Z.  T.  .-^ullivan,  pas- 
tor of  the  Porter  Evangelical  Church  and  society  of  Drockton, 
to  discontinue  hiu  iniuisterial  labors,  and  to  tender  hi.-,  resigna- 
tion of  tlio  pastomle;  and  whereas,  the  I'orter  Church  and  soci- 
ety have  accepted  bis  resignation  ; 

"  ItenohcJ,  That  this  council  hereby  approves  of  the  action 
taken  by  pastor  and  ehurch,  and  advises  the  di^solution  of  the 
existing  pastoral  relation.  We  desire  to  say  further  that  wo 
accede  to  the  termination  of  this  relation  witli  ileep  regret.  We 
deeply  sympathize  with  Bro.  Sullivan  in  the  allliction  tiiat  baa 
befallen  him,  and  praying  that  he  may  be  rc.-toied  to  healtli  by 
a  change  of  residence,  commend  him  to  the  churches  us  a  faith- 
ful and  able  minister  of  our  Lord  Jesua  Christ.  We  e.Mend 
also  to  the  I'orter  Church  and  people  our  sympathy'in  tlie  loss 
of  the  pastor  for  whom  they  have  tesliiied  so  much  love,  and 
trust  (hat  in  His  own  good  time  the  Lord  may  send  them  an- 
other to  ho  their  spiritual  guide. 

"J.  C.  l!on\vi;i.L,  iMwIcrittoi: 
I       •'  D.  0.  Claiik,  Sciile." 

Ministry  of  Rev.  F.  A.  Waui-'ield. — On  the 
31st  day  of  January,  1882,  the  ehurch  "  voleil,  that 
we  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  F.  A.  Warfield,  of  Boston, 
to  become  Pastor  of  this  church."  This  call  was  ac- 
cepted by  letter  from  Mr.  WartielJ,  March  7,  1882. 
A  council  was  held  in  the  Porter  Evangelical  Church 
of  Brockton  on  Tuesday,  March  28th,  at  three  o'clock 
P.M.,  for  the  purpose  of  installing  the  pastor-elect. 
The  following  ohurches  were  represented,  viz  : 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Brockton  :  Rev. 
H.  L.  Kelsey,  pastor;  Dr.  S.  J.  Gruver,  delegate. 

South  Congregational  Church  of  Campello  :  Rev. 
John  T.  Blades,  pastor. 

Central  Square  Church  of  15ridgewater :  Deacon 
Levi  Walker,  delegate. 

Union  Church  of  East  and  We.st  Bridgewater: 
Rev.  P.  M.  Griffin,  pastor;   John   C.  Gates,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Randolph  :  Rev. 
J.  C.  Larrabee,  pastor;   A.  W.  Wliiteomb,  delegate. 
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Wintlirop  Church  of  Holbrook :  Rev.  H.  A.  Lor- 
ing,  pastor  ;  E.  Everett  Holbrook,  clele;.'ate. 

First  Congregational  Church,  Stoughton  :  Rev.  D. 
0.  Clark,  pastor:    H.  W.  Darling,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Abington  :  Rev. 
R.  W.  Haskins,  pastor;  Deacon  John  A.  King,  del- 
egate. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  South  Abington  : 
Rev.  B.  M.  Frink,  pastor;  Deacon  Luke  Noyes,  dele- 
gate. 

Congregational  Church  of  Rockland :  Rev.  L.  Z. 
Ferris,  pastor ;  J.  S.  Smith,  delegate. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Easton  :  Rev.  W. 
H.  Dowden,  pastor;  A.  C.  Heath,  delegate. 

Phillip's  Congregational  Church  of  Boston  :  Rev. 
R.  R.  Meredith,  pastor ;  William  Gallagher,  Jr., 
delegate. 

Union  Church  of  Boston :  Deacon  W.  W.  Whit- 
comb,  delegate. 

Trinitarian  Church  of  Taunton :  Rev.  Heman 
Packard  DcForest,  pastor ;  Elijah  E.  Richards,  del- 
egate. 

Congregational  Church  of  Aasonet:  Rev.  George 
F.  Walker,  pa.stor  ;  Deacon  Thomas  G.  Nichols,  del- 
egate. 

Prospect  Hill  Church  of  Somerville:  Rev.  A.  E. 
Winship,  pastor;  Alvin  L.  Lovejoy,  delegate. 

Second  Congregational  Church  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.:  Ruv.  R  G.  S.  McNeillc,  pastor;  Frederick 
Truber,  delegate. 

Rev.  H.  L.  Kelsey  was  chosen  moderator  of  the 
council,  and  William  Gallagher,  Jr.,  aa  scribe. 

The  examination  of  the  pastor-elect  having  been 
declared  satisfactory,  the  council  assigned  the  follow- 
ing as  the  order  of  services  at  the  installation  held  at 
seven  o'clock  p.m.,  March  28th,  viz. :  1,  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  the  council,  by  the  scribe ;  2,  invocation 
and  Scripture  lesson,  by  Rev.  H.  L.  Kcl.sey ;  3,  ser- 
mon, by  Rev.  R.  R.  Meredith  ;  4,  installing  prayer, 
by  Rev.  J.  C.  Larrabee  ;  5,  charge  to  the  pastor,  by 
Rev.  Heroan  Packard  DeForest ;  G,  right  hand  of 
fellowship,  by  Rev.  John  T.  Blades;  7,  address  to 
the  people,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  S.  McNeille  ;  8,  concluding 
prayer,  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Loring. 

Number  of  members  at  the  time  of  organization  of 
the  church  was  ninety-five. 

The  deacons  of  the  Porter  Evangefical  Church 
from  its  organization  have  been  as  follows  :  Simeon 
Packard,  March  19,  1850;  Elbridge  H.  Packard, 
March  19,  1850;  Henry  W.  Robinson,  April  29, 
1864;  Augustus  T.  Jones,  April  29,  1864  (resigned 
Jan.  18,  1866);  George  H.  Cushman,  March  1,  18GG 
(resigned  Jan.   29,   1869);  Samuel   W.S.Howard, 


Jan.  19,  1865;  George  C.  Cary,  Jan.  21,  1869; 
Huram  Wade,  Jan.  29,  1874  ;  Edmund  W.  Holmes, 
Jan.  29,  1874;  Joseph  L.  Smith,  Feb.  15,  1883. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  clerks  of  Porter 
Evangelical  Church  from  its  organization  :  David 
Howard,  March  19,  1850;  Samuel  W.  S.  Howard, 
Jan.  16,  1862;  George  C.  Cary,  Jan.  15,  1874,  who 
is  the  present  incumbent. 

Porter  Evangelical  Society. — This  ecclesiastical 
society  was  legally  organized  March  20,  1850,  and  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Simeon  Leach,  David  How- 
ard, and  Edwin  H.  Kingman  were  chosen  to  select  a 
lot  of  land,  and  procure  plans  for  a  house,  who  were 
subsequently  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  and  proceed 
with  the  building.  The  lot  on  which  the  edifice  now 
stands  was  purcliased  of  the  late  Silas  Packard,  Esq., 
for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  contains 
about  eighty-four  square  rods,  having  a  front  on  Main 
Street  of  seven  rods,  with  a  depth  of  twelve  rods. 
The  house  is  situated  between  the  residence  of  the 
late  Silas  Packard,  Esq.,  and  that  of  Franklin  Ames, 
Esq.,  and  but  a  short  distance  north  of  the  First 
Church.  The  plans  of  this  building  were  drawn  by 
Messrs.  Melvin  and  Young,  of  Boston,  and  the  build- 
ing is  sixty  feet  wide,  eighty-eight  feet  in  length,  with 
twenty  feet  posts,  with  a  spire  une  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five feet  in  height.  The  house  has  ninety  pews 
on  the  main  floor,  besides  the  front  seat,  which  is 
held  free;  has  twenty-four  pews  in  the  side- galleries, 
with  seats  for  sixty  persons  in  the  choir-gallery,  in 
front  of  the  organ.  There  is  a  large  and  commodious 
basement,  finished  into  three  rooms,  the  largest  being 
used  as  a  chapel,  which  is  forty-three  feet  by  fifty- 
eight,  and  eleven  feet  high.  Mr.  Joseph  Sanger,  of 
Watertown,  was  the  contractor,  who  furnished  all  the 
material  (excepting  foundation  and  brick  work  for  the 
basement),  for  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  dollars.  The  house  was  raised 
about  the  1st  of  August,  1850,  and  so  far  completed 
that  the  chapel  was  first  used  for  public  worship  Sun- 
day, Oct.  13,  1850. 

Dedication  op  tbe  First  Meeting- House. — 
The  house  was  completed  and  dedicated  Jan.  9, 1851, 
with  the  following  order  of  exercises:  1,  voluntary; 
2,  invocation  ;  3,  chant, — "  I  was  glad,"  etc.  ;  4,  intro- 
ductory prayer ;  5,  hymn,  by  a  member  of  the  Porter 
Church, — 

"  From  thy  high  throne,  Eternul  King, 
Oh  lititeD,  while  thy  children  sing ; 
And  tuoe  our  hearts  to  lol'ty  praise, 
As  we  tbe  joyful  anthem  raise. 

"  But  will  the  great  Jehovah  hear 
Our  humble  song,  our  fervent  prayer  'f 
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Will  be  vTitliio  hid  tetu])lc  meet 
IJii  ehildrco,  bowing  al  ha  feet? 

*' Yes,  io  thia  bouae,  *  Thus  aaith  the  Lord,' 
I'll  luugnify  my  boly  word; 
And  siiiDera,  humbled  io  the  dust, 
Sliall  learn  my  boly  name  to  trust. 

"  Within  this  house  shall  mortal  tongues 
Bcj^iu  to  chant  immortal  songs; 
Whilst  listening  angels,  hov'ring  round. 
Join  to  prolong  the  sacred  sound. 

"  Then  let  us  lift  our  vuiues  high, 
Let  shouts  of  praise  ascend  the  sky  ; 
Loud  let  the  solemn  organ  peal, 
Whilst  we  express  the  joys  we  feel. 

"Great  God  of  sov'reign  power  and  grace, 
Ob,  with  thy  presence  till  this  place  ; 
This  temple  make  (in  mercy  given) 
'  Tlie  house  of  God,  the  gate  of  Heaven.'  *' 

6,  sermon,  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  John  F.  Norton,  from 
tlie  text,  Psalm  xi.  3,  '■  If  the  foundation  be  de- 
stroyed what  can  the  rigliteous  do"?"  7,  anthem; 
S,  dedicatory  prayer,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington, 
of  Campello ;  9,  dedication  ciiant;  10,  concluding 
prayer;  11,  hymn,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  of 
tlie  South  Congregational  Church,  Campello,  tune, 
"  Old  Hundred,"  by  the  congregation, — 

"  To  Thee,  Most  Holy  and  Most  High, 
AVhoni  all  the  hosts  of  Heaven  adore. 
Again  we  I'aise  our  earnest  cry. 
Thy  gracious  presence  to  implore. 

"Within  these  walls,  oh,  deign  to  dwell 
And  hero  thy  suppliant  people  meet, 
Oft  iis  they  come  their  wants  to  tell, 
Or  lay  their  offerings  at  thy  feet, 

"  Here  let  Imniunuel's  glory  shiue. 

And  songs  of  grateful  praise  ascend  ; 
While  souls  subdued  by  love  divine, 
Beneath  his  golden  sceptre  bend. 

"  Nor  here  alone  thia  grace  be  given  ; 
Let  all  around  thy  glory  see; 
Each  house  becuiuu  a  '  gate  of  Heaven  ;* 
Each  heart  a  living  temple  bo." 

Z)oj:ul„i/i/. 

"  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow  ; 
Praise  hiui,  all  creatures  here  below  ; 
Praise  him  above,  ye  heavenly  boat; 
Praise  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost." 

12,  benediction. 

The  total  cost  of  house,  land,  furniture,  and  organ, 
including  iutcrest  on  borrowed  money,  up  to  the  time 
of  selling  the  pews  (Jan.  10,  1851),  was  fourteen 
thousand  nine  hundretJ  and  thirty-tive  dollars.  The 
amount  obtained  from  the  sale  of  pews  was  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  beside  other  pews 
taken  soon  after  the  adjourumeut  of  the  sale,  making 


nearly  enough  to  cover  the  entire  cost  to  the  society. 
Various  donations  were  made  to  the  society  toward 
furnishiug  the  house,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and 
thirty-five  dollars,  frotu  different  individuuk.  The 
church  and  society  paid  two  hundred  dollais  for  a  new 
collection  of  hymn-books  for  church  and  cliapel  use, 
making  about  sixteen  thousand  two  Imndred  dollars 
paid  and  pledged  for  future  payment  during  the  first 
year  of  ita  existence. 

In  1866,  extensive  repairs  and  inipioveiiients  were 
made,  particularly  in  the  audience-rouiu  ;  the  ceiling 
and  walls  were  neatly  frescoed,  the  sinning  gallery  was 
lowered,  new  windows  were  put  in,  and  the  original 
pulpit  replaced  by  platform  furnishings  of  a  more 
modern  pattern.  More  than  all,  the  pews  on  the 
maiu  floor  were  rearranged,  and  iwenty-fuur  uuw  ones 
were  added,  iticreasing  the  number  of  sittings  to  about 
seven  hundred.  The  expetise  attending  these  im- 
provements was  not  far  from  seven  thousand  dollars. 

RededicatION.  —  The  congregation  worshiping 
with  the  Porter  Evangelical  Church  had  so  increased 
during  the  past  seventeen  years  since  the  la^t  repairs 
were  made,  in  1866,  that  there  was  u  long-felt  need 
of  enlarged  accommodations.  The  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  was  subscribed  for  providing  the  same, 
and  plans  were  elaborated  and  completed  by  the  well- 
known  churcli  architect,  T.  M.  Silluway,  of  Bo.-ton. 

A  new  section  was  added  in  rear  of  the  original 
edifice,  forty  by  sixty-eight  feet  in  size,  the  transept 
projecting  eight  feet  outward  from  the  main  building 
on  eitiier  side,  chiefly  for  aichilectural  effect.  The 
new  section,  which  in  itself  contains  mure  than  half 
as  many  square  feet  as  the  original  stiuelure,  not  only 
affords  space  for  the  introduetitm  of  over  sixty  addi- 
tional pews,  but  an  opportunity  of  cariying  (jut  an 
improvement  for  a  long  time  desired  by  many,  viz  , 
the  transfer  of  the  choir  gallery  to  a  position  in  the 
rear  of  the  pulpit.  Other  improvements  embraced  in 
the  plan  were  the  topping  out  of  the  spire,  which, 
since  tiie  day  it  had  been  so  rudely  assailed  by  the 
winds,  had  remained  an  ill-proportioned  and  unsightly 
stump,  suggestive  of  amputated  strength  as  well  as 
of  departed  beauty.  Enlarged  and  convenient  ve.stry 
accommodations  were  also  features  provided  for  in 
the  plans,  and  these,  as  they  have  been  realized,  :ire 
proving  to  be  among  the  most  valuable  and  most 
thoroughly  appreciated  of  the  acriuisiiioii.-.  gained  by 
tlie  enlargement.  To  note  in  brief  the  results  of  the 
work  which  has  been  brought  to  completiun,  it  may 
be  said  that  sittings  in  the  audience-room  of  the 
chuich  will  comfortably  accommodate  eleven  hundred 
people ;  the  choir  and  organ  liave  been  moved  to  a 
better  location,  steam-heatiuLC  throughout  tlie  building 
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lias  been  provided,  the  iiiain  uudience-rooiu  lias  been 
furiiisliej  lliroughout  with  ouw  pews,  pulpit  furuish- 
ings,  cuniiiuiis,  and  carpets,  and  duw  and  ioipruvud 
liglicing  fixtures  have  been  introduced,  while  below 
there  is  a  main  vestry  or  lecture-rooiu  fifty-two  by 
fifty-six  feet  in  size,  occupied  also  by  the  upper  de- 
partment of  the  Sunday-school,  newly  furnished,  and 
with  sittiuics  for  sis  hundred.  Openinj;  out  of  this 
room,  and  connected  with  it  by  larf;e  sliding  sashes, 
are  two  smaller  rooms,  one  of  which  has  been  fur- 
nished as  a  ladies'  parlor  and  the  other  fitted  for  the 
use  of  the  primary  department  of  the  Sunday-school, 
for  social  purposes,  and  for  the  weekly  prayer-meetings 
of  the  church.  Contiguous  to  the  above  are  other 
apailmonts  used  as  kitchen,  committee-room,  etc.  All 
are  convunicut  and  pleasant,  and  well  adapted  for  use 
as  work-rooms  of  the  church. 

The  entire  expense  incurred  to  bring  the  work  to 
completion,  including  the  outlay  for  the  new  carpet, 
paid  for  entirely  by  the  ladies,  in  addition  to  the  one 
thousand  dollars  subscribed  by  them  to  the  genoral 
fund,  is,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  about  seventeen 
thousand  dollars.  This  is  some  six  thousand  dollars 
in  excess  of  the  amount  pledged  at  the  outset. 

The  house  was  rededicated  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Dec.  2ci,  1883,  marking  a  notable  event  in  the  history 
of  the  society.  The  exercises  were  witnessed  by  over 
one  thousand  persons. 

The  musical  selections  were  prepared  with  special 
care,  and  were  rendered  in  a  way  to  indicate  in  an 
even  more  than  usual  degree  the  musical  intelligence 
and  skill  of  the  choir,  and  the  results  of  the  careful 
training  of  Organist  and  Director  Burrell.  Perhaps 
these  points  were  best  shown  on  this  occasion  in  the 
singing  of  Rundeggcr's  anthem,  "  Praise  God,"  which 
was  not  only  artistically  sung,  but  was  to  the  congre- 
gation the  most  impressive  of  the  musical  numbers  in 
the  order  of  services. 

After  the  opening  exercises,  including  the  organ 
voluntary,  the  anthem  "  Come  all  ye  Faithful,"  the 
reading  of  Scripture  by  Rev.  John  T.  Blades,  of  the 
South  Congregational  Church,  Campello,  prayer  by 
Rev.  George  E.  Martin,  of  the  First  Church,  and  a 
fine  rendering  of  Buck's  paraphrase  of  the  4tith  Psalm 
by  the  quartette,  a  statement  of  the  building  com- 
mittee Was  read  by  A.  T.  Jones,  Esq.,  giving  a  brief 
history  of  the  church  from  its  organization  to  the 
present  time.  Rev.  Dr.  Ueuen  Thomas,  of  Bruokline, 
Mass.,  after  a  few  congratulatory  remarks  to  the  peo- 
ple, preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  from  the  text, 
Mattiiew  xxiv.  35.  ''  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass 
away,  but  my  words  shall  not  pass  away,"  which  was 
au  elocjueut  and  forcible  discourse. 


The  exercises  of  the  evening  closed  with  an  anthem 
by  ilie  choir,  the  dedicatory  prajer  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Lab- 
arce,  of  Randolph,  a  hymu  by  the  congregation,  and 
the  benediction  by  the  pastor.  The  services  were  in 
all  respects  impressive  and  pleasing,  and  the  very 
many  friends  of  the  Porter  Society  from  other  churches 
who  came  to  participate  in  them  joined  in  rejoicing 
and  congratulations  at  an  event  which  makes  progress 
and  growth  in  the  work  in  which  all  are  interested  in 
common. 

Organization  of  the  church  for  1884 ;  Rev.  F. 
A.  Warfield,  pastor ;  Simeon  Packard,  Elbridge  II. 
Packard,  George  C.  Cary,  Edmund  W.  Holmes,  Jo- 
seph S.  Smith,  and  Huram  Wade,  deacons  ;  George 
C.  Gary,  clerk;  Edmund  W.  Holmes,  superiutendeot 
of  Sunday-school. 

Organization  of  the  parish  for  1884 :  Augustus 
T.  Jones,  Lucius  F.  Alden,  George  A.  Perkins,  parish 
committee ;  Charles  A.  Noyes,  clerk ;  George  II. 
Jameson,  treasurer;  Joseph  D.  Parish,  sexton. 

There  are  367  members  of  the  church,  3U(j  fami- 
lies, and  586  members  of  the  Sunday-school  connected 
with  this  church. 


CHAPTER    IX. 

Capture  of  Loiiisburg — Treaty  at  Aix-Ia-Cliapcllc — War  re- 
newed in  175-1 — Attack  on  Nova  Scotiu  by  the  Colonies — 
Crown  Point — Niagara — List  of  Men  in  tlio  Crown  Point 
Expedition — Cajjt.  Simeon  Cary'i  Cuiii|iany — Capt.  Jubiali 
Dunbar's  Company  —  Expedition  against  Canada — Capt. 
Lemuel  Dunbar's  Company — At  Crown  Point — Controversy 
between  England  and  America — Acta  of  Trade — Sugar  Act 
— Stamp  Act — Tea  Destroyed  in  Boston  Harbor — Boston 
Port  Bill — Preparations  for  War — Minutc-.\lcn — Company 
marched  on  Lexington  Alarm — List  of  persons  iu  the  vai-iuus 
Companies  in  the  Service  during  the  War — Shay's  Rebellion 
— List  of  Soldiers  called  into  the  Service  to  quell  the  ^ame  at 
Taunton — War  of  1812 — Impressment  of  Seamen — Embargo 
— War  declared  by  the  President — Calls  for  Troops  from 
Militia — Pay-UoU  of  Company  from  North  Bridgewater, 
stationed  at  Plymouth. 

The  Old  French  War. — By  a  treaty  made  be- 
tween the  English  and  French  at  Utrecht  in  1713, 
the  French  had  ceded  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  Newfoundland  to  Great  Britain.  The  French, 
finding  need  of  a  fortress  in  that  region,  had  built 
Louisburg  on  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  at  a  cost  of 
thirty  thousand  livres  and  twenty-five  years  of  labor. 

When  the  war  of  1744  broke  out  between  France, 
Spain,  and  Great  Britain  the  New  England  colonies 
soon  found  the  French  made  use  of  this  fortress  as  a 
hiding-place   for   the   privateers   that   annoyed    their 
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vessels.  A  n:ival  force  was  ^ot  ready  for  sea.  Four 
thousand  three  Imadred  unJ  sixty-six  men  were  raised 
from  the  various  colonies,  properly  equipped,  and 
placed  under  the  coaiuiand  of  Governor  Shirley, 
assisted  by  Commodore  Warren,  a  British  officer 
from  the  West  Indies,  who  succeeded  in  the  capture 
of  the  fortress  after  a  siege  of  forty-nine  days.  Tlie 
town  and  island  surrendered  June  17,  1745.  Noth- 
ing; now  occurred  of  importance  till  the  treaty  made 
between  England  and  France  in  October,  1748,  at 
Aix-La-Chapclle.  This  war  has  been  called,  by  way 
of  Jislinctiou  from  a  later  one,  the  "  Old  French 
War,"  or  otherwise  known  as  "  King  George's  War." 

Owing  to  the  irregularity  and  torn  condition  of 
the  rolls,  and  no  record  of  the  names  of  those  who 
took  part  in  this  expedition  being  on  the  old  town 
records,  we  are  unable  to  present  their  names. 

French  and  Indian  War. — By  the  treaty  at  Aix- 
La-Chapelle  between  the  French  and  English,  hostili- 
ties had  ceased  for  a  few  years,  although  occasional 
depredations  and  incursions  were  made  into  the  bor- 
der towns,  rendering  it  necessary  to  keep  up  some  of 
the  garrisons ;  and  in  many  places  people  were  obliged 
to  go  armed  to  their  fields  to  work,  for  fear  of  Indian 
massacre  and  assault.  The  war  was  renewed  in  1754, 
although  it  was  not  formally  declared  till  1756. 

Early  in  the  year  1755  the  colonies  proceeded  to 
attack  the  French  at  four  different  points, — Nova 
Scotia,  Crown  Point,  Niagara,  and  Ohio  River. 

In  these  expeditions  Massachusetts  bore  a  promi- 
nent part,  and  contributed  both  men  and  means  to 
carry  on  the  war.  We  find  among  the  namesof  those 
that  went  from  the  North  Parish  of  Bridgewater  the 
following  list.  In  a  return  of  sick  in  Col.  Pomeroy's 
regiment,  at  Lake  George,  Nov.  25,  1755,  is  the 
name  of 

Nuthiin  Packiird. 

In  the  muster-roll  of  Capt.  Joseph  Washburn's 
company,  on  the  Crown  Point  expedition,  from  Sept. 
11  to  Dec.  22,  1755  : 

Lemuel  Dunbar,  aergt.  Idnac  Perkins,  corji. 

Joseph  Culu,  uurp. 

Also  in  Capt.  Samuel  Clark's  company,  on  the 
Crown  Point  expedition,  from  Sept.  15  to  Dec.  IG, 
1775: 

Zechuriah  Gurney. 

In  the  muster-roll  of  Capt.  John  Clapp,  in  Col. 
Dwight's  regiment,  we  tiiid 

Lemuel  Duubiir,  enst{;n.  Beuj.  Souttiwortb,  corp. 

Joseph  Cole,  scrgt.  Elisha  Guruey,  corp. 

In  camp  at  Fort  Edward,  July  2G,  175(),  in  service 
from  Feb.  18  to  Nov.  15,  1756. 


In  the  muster-roll  of  Capt.  Simeon  Gary's  company, 
in  Col.  Thomas  Doty's  regiment,  in  service  from  March 
13  to  Dec.  11,  1758: 

Simeon  Gary,  cupt.  James  Packard,  Jr.,  scrgt. 
Lemuel  Dunbar,  Ist  lieut. 

Privatts 

Edmund  PetLingill.  Adam  Ivingiuiin. 

Isaac  Packard,  Jr.  James  Luring. 

Isaac  Fuller,  Jr.  Jonathan  Suovy. 

Archibald  Thompson,  Jr.  .John  Packard. 

Abijuh  Hill.  Ephraim  Jackson. 

John  McBriJe.  Lemuel  Kingman. 
Henry  Kingman,  Jr. 

In  the  roll  of  Capt.  Josiah  Dunbar's  company,  in 
service  from  Feb.  14,  1759,  to  Dec.  28,  1760: 

Elisha  Qurney,  Isl  lieut. 
J^rivuleti, 
Ephraim  Colo,  Abijah  Hill. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  men  in  Capt.  Simeon 
Gary's  company,  in  an  expedition  auaiiiat  Canada,  in 
service  from  May  14,  1759,  to  Jan.  2,  1760  : 

Simeon  Gary,  capt.  Jonathan  Snow,  <ergt. 

Privalen, 
Samuel  Cole.  Joseph  Pctiingiil. 

Jesse  Perkins.  Joshua  Packard. 

In  the  muster-roll  of  Capt.  Lemuel  Dunbar's  com- 
pany, stationed  at  Halifax,  N.  S.,  in  service  from 
March  31,  1759,  to  Nov.  1,  1760,  are 

Lemuel  Dunbar,  oapt.  Klea^er  Packard,  drummer. 

Prit^atea, 
Isaac  Fuller.  Seth  Packard. 

James  Loricg.  Jonathan  Perkins. 

Lemuel  Kingman. 

In  Capt.  Lemuel  Dunbar's  company,  in  .service  from 
April  18,  1761,  to  Jan.  14,  1762,  we  find  the 
names  of 

Lemuel  Dunbar,  capt.  Peter  Dunbar,  corp. 

Prtvttles. 
Lemuel  Fuller.  Lemuel  Kingman. 

Adam  Kingman.  Stephen  Pcitingill. 

Also  in  the  muster-rolls  of  Capt.  Lemuel  Dunbar's 
company,  enlisted  for  an  expedition  to  Ciown  I'oiut, 
in  service  from  March  4,  1762,  to  Dec.  5,  1762: 

Lemuel  Dunbar,  capt. 
Privatts, 
Hugh  Ci»r.  Abij.ih  Hill. 

Thomas  Carr.  John  Pratt 

Lemuel  Fuller.  Philip  Keynold.i. 

Ephraim  Uruves. 

We  have  thus  far  endeavored  to  present  the  names 
of  all  those  who  did  service  during  the  French  wars. 
Doubtless  many  have  served  in  these  expeditions  that 
are  not  on  the  rolls,  or  have  entered  other  companies 
not  belonging  in  the  Bridgewater  rolls. 
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We  cun  see,  however,  by  the  foregoiug  lista  that 
the  North  P;iii.sli  of  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  did 
her  part  Id  the  service  in  which  Massachusetts  took 
the  lead. 

The  Revolutionary  War.— No  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  is  more  interesting,  or  more  full  of 
moral  and  political  instruction,  than  that  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution.  The  controversy  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  American  colonies  arose  in  regard  to 
the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  the  colonies  while  they 
were  not  allowed  the  privilege  of  representation  in 
that  body.  Parliament  determined  to  make  the  ex- 
periment, whicli  it  did,  and  the  result  of  which  is 
familiar  to  all  readers  of  history.  The  first  of  a  series 
of  oppressive  acts  was  that  known  as  the  "  Acts  of 
Trade,"  that  tended  to  destroy  all  trade  with  the  col- 
onies. The  second  act  required  a  duty  to  be  paid  into 
the  English  treasury  on  all  sugar,  molasses,  indigo, 
coffee,  wiues,»etc.,  that  came  into  the  colonies.  This 
act  passed  April  5,  1764,  and  was  called  the  "  Sugar 
Act." ' 

At  the  time  of  tlie  passage  of  this  act,  it  was  re- 
solved to  quarter  ten  thousand  soldiers  somewhere  in 
America.  Both  of  these  acts  were  strongly  opposed 
by  the  colonies,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a  still 
greater  breach  in  the  trade  between  the  two  countries. 
Trade  iu  the  colonies  was  principally  confined  to  home 
productions,  and  the  people  determined  not  to  import 
anything  that  it  was  possible  to  do  without.  Parlia- 
ment finding  the  source  of  income  very  small,  sought 
for  another  way  to  raise  funds. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  1765,  the  famous  Stamp 
Act  was  passed,  to  go  into  effect  on  the  Ist  of  No- 
vember following.  This  act  required  all  colonial  doc- 
uments, as  bonds,  notes,  and  deeds,  to  be  written  on 
stamped  paper,  and  to  bear  the  royal  seal,  or  to  be  of 
no  value. 

A  general  burst  of  indignation  followed  the  passage 
of  this  act.  Legislative  bodies  passed  resolves,  and 
protested  against  the  measure.  Societies  in  great 
uuuibers  were  formed,  called  '"Sons  of  Liberty,"  who 
determined  to  resist  parliamentary  oppression.  People 
began  to  wear  cloth  of  their  own  manufacture,  and 
denied  them.selves  of  foreign  luxuries.  Economy  be- 
came the  order  of  the  day,  the  excess  of  which  was 
soon  felt  in  England,  as  many  manufacturers  were  idle 
for  want  of  a  market  for  their  goods,  and  laborers 
began  to  feel  the  consequences  of  her  folly. 

The  king  and  Parliament  soon  saw  their  error,  and 
repealed  this  act  March  18,  1TG6,  at  the  same  time 
declaring  they  had  a  right  to  tax  the  colonies  when- 

^  The  Uix  OD  rum  was  niaejience  ;  molassed,  sixpence  per  gal- 
lon ;  and  :iugar,  five  ^billing!!  per  buodred. 


ever  they  "  deemed  it  expedient,"  thereby  intending 
not  to  give  up  their  right  to  taxation,  but  only  to 
change  the  form  ;  for  the  next  year  they  passed  an 
act  levying  a  duty  on  glass,  paper,  paint,  tea,  etc. 
This  only  created  continued  opposition,  which  was 
such  that  Parliament  thought  proper  to  repeal  all 
former  resolves  in  regard  to  taxation,  reserving  a 
small  tax  of  threepence  a  pound  on  tea.  The  strong 
resolutions  passed  by  the  colonies  not  to  import  or 
consume  tea  finally  deprived  the  English  goverumeut 
of  a  revenue  from  that  source,  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  import  it  through  the  agency  of  the  East 
India  Company,  who  had  a  right  to  export  teas  to  all 
ports  free  of  duty.  Several  ships  were  sent  to  the 
large  cities  in  America.  Those  sent  to  Boston  were 
consigned  to  some  of  Governor  Hutchinson's  relatives. 
The  inhabitants  were  determined  it  should  not  be 
landed,  and  it  was  not.  It  was  thrown  into  the  sea 
by  a  body  of  men  disguised  as  Indians.  As  soon  us 
the  news  of  the  destruction  of  the  tea  arrived  in 
England,  Parliament  resolved  to  punish  the  devoted 
town  of  Boston.  Next  came  the  Boston  Port  Bill, 
forbidding  the  landing  or  loading  of  goods  iu  the 
harbor,  passed  March  25,  1774. 

All  these  measures  that  were  passed  by  Parliament 
did  not  intimidate  the  Americans,  but  served  to 
strengthen  their  firm  purpose  not  to  submit  to  their 
oppression  iu  any  form. 

When    the   Legislature  of   Massachu.-ietts   met    at 

Salem  iu  June,  1774,  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  all 

the  colonies  was  proposed,  which  soon  after  met  at 

I  Philadelphia,  Sept.  4,   1774,  when   a  declaration    of 

rights  was  agreed  upon. 

At  this  time  everything  assumed  the  appearance  of 
opposition  by  force.  Fortifications  were  thrown  up 
in  Boston  by  Gen.  Gage,  who  had  been  appointed 
Governor  by  Parliament.  The  Provincial  Congress 
met  at  Concord,  Oct.  11,  1774,  where  measures  were 
taken  for  arming  the  whole  province.  Twelve  thou- 
sand men  were  ordered  to  be  raised,  and  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  at  a  moment's  wuriiitig,  and 
were  called  "  minute-men."  Companies  were  formed 
through  all  parts  of  the  country.  Provisions  and 
military  stores  were  collected  at  various  places,  par- 
ticularly at  Concord.  Gen.  Gage,  wishing  to  destroy 
the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  by  the  provincials, 
detached  Lieut.-Col.  Smith  and  Maj.  Pitcairn,  April 
18,  1775,  to  proceed  to  Concord  for  the  purpose  uf 
destroying  the  military  stores  which  he  had  learned 
had  been  stored  there.  luformation  having  been  seut 
in  advance  to  Concord  of  their  movements,  the  people 
flew  to  arms,  and  marched  in  small  squads  to  where 
they  were  needed. 
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When  the  Buitish  troops  arrived  at  Lexington, 
about  five  o'clock  on  the  morniu;;  of  tlie  19th,  they 
were  met  by  a  small  band  of  militia,  paraded  in  front 
of  the  village  church.  Maj.  Pitcairn  rode  up  to  them 
and  bade  them  dispei-se,  wl>ich  command  was  followed 
by  a  scattering  fire,  and  a  general  skirmish  ensued,  in 
which  eight  men  were  killed  and  several  wounded. 
The  main  body  of  the  troops  passed  on  to  Concord, 
where  they  arrived  soon  after  sunrise,  and  a  fight 
known  as  the  "  Concord  Fight"  took  place.  At  Lex- 
ington was  the  first  blood  shed  in  defense  of  the  lib- 
erty of  the  people,  and  immediately  on  the  departure 
of  the  troops  from  that  place,  by  an  arrangement  pre- 
viously made,  the  committees  of  safety  througiiout 
the  wiiole  country  dispatched  messengers  on  horse  in 
every  direction,  so  that  by  evening  every  town  within 
one  hundred  miles  was  informed  that  the  war  had 
commenced.  The  news  was  scattered  throughout  the 
towns  by  guns  being  fired,  and  other  signals  being 
given,  so  tiiat  people  in  the  remote  sections  of  a  town 
were  soon  aware  that  they  were  needed.  The  news 
of  this  battle  arrived  in  Bridgewater  early  in  the  day, 
and  before  sunset  tlie  company  had  collected  and 
were  ready  for  a  march. 

After  a  long  and  laborious  search  among  the  Revo- 
lutionary rolls,  we  have  found  the  following  names  of 
those  who  have  taken  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
from  Nortli  Bridgewater.  The  first  we  find  is  tlie 
company  of  minute-men  that  marched  on  the  19ih  of 
April,  1775,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Lexington  alarm. 

List  of  Capt.  Josiah  Haydeu's  company  in  Col. 
Bailey's  regiment  of  miuute-meu,  April  19,  1775: 


Ebenezer  Warren. 
Job  Bryant. 
MaQuiuyeb  Uickerman. 


Jacob  EJsoD. 
Tlioiiiaa  Pratt. 


Josiah  liiiydeo,  ca[)t. 
Nathan  Paci;ard,  lit  Ueut. 
Zacburiah  (jurnoy,  2d  iiuuC. 
Uuubon  Packard,  &ur^t. 
Joseph  Culc,  dcrj^t. 
Henry  Kingiuan,  aurgt. 

Simeon  AldeD. 
Noah  Ames. 
Daniel  Ainea. 
Japhet  Beal. 
Siiueou  Brett, 
Samuel  Brett. 
Seth  Bryant. 
William  Colo. 
Kphraim  Cole. 
Jonathan  Cary. 
Daniel  Diekcrman. 
Natlian  Kd&on. 
Bai'nabaa  EdsoQ. 
Fobes  Field. 
Mark  Ford. 
Richard  Field. 
Ephruiin  Uruves. 
John  Gurney. 


William  Packard,  eorp. 
Timothy  Ames,  corp. 
Jeroiniah  BeaU,  corp. 
Eleazer  Cole,  drummer. 
Silvanuu  Packard,  drumiuer. 


PrivattH, 


Micah  Gurney. 
Anthony  Dike. 
Robert  Howard. 
Daniel  Howard. 
Oliver  Howard. 
Bula  Howard. 
Simeon  Keith. 
Lemuel  Packard. 
Jonathan  Packard. 
Jonathan  Perkins,  Jr. 
Jonas  Reynolds. 
Joseph  Reyuolds. 
Joseph  Sylvester. 
Charles  Suell. 
Uriah  South  worth. 
John  Thompson. 
Enos  Thayer. 
Ezekiel  Washburn. 


Also  Capt.  Robert  Orr's  company.  Col.  John 
Bailey's  regiment,  who  marched  from  Bridgewater  in 
consequence  of  the  Lexington  alarm  : 

Daniel  Cary,  one  month  and  one  djiy  in  service. 
Luke  Packard,  uoe  month  and  one  day  in  .-ervice. 

Capt.  Robert  Webster's  company,  Gen.  Pomeroy's 
regiment : 

Asa  Packard,  lifer,  in  service  three  months  and  twelve  days 
from  April  27,  1775. 

We  find  in  the  roll  of  Capt.  Nathan  Mitchell's 
company,  that  marched  from  Bridgewater  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Lexington  alarm,  the  19th  of  April, 
1775,  the  name  of 

Jonathan  Cary,  in  service  eleven  days. 

Again  on  the  2iW  of  April,  1775,  the  Provincial 
Congress  resolved  to  raise  thirteen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men  from  Ma.ssachusetts  immediately,  the  teim 
of  service  to  be  eight  months.  Among  those  we  find 
the  following  companies  : 

A  muster-roll  of  Capt.  John  Porter's  company  in 
Col.  Paul  D.  Sargent's  regiment : 

Term  of  service. 

John   Porter,  captain June  2'J  to  .Vu^ust,  1775. 

Isaac  Fuller,  sergeant luly     7  '*  " 

Uriah  Suuthworth,  corporal. .June  2'J  "  " 

Ezekiel  Washburn,  corporal. .June  2y  "  '* 

Samuel   Cole,  drummer July     7  "  " 

Luther  Cary,  fifer June  2'J  *'  '* 

Daniel  Ames,  private July     7  *'  '• 

Ebenezer  Edson,  private June  .'111  "  " 

Benjamin  Fuller,    -  **      June  30  '*  *' 

William  Shaw,  "     June  27  "  " 

No  man  of  this  company  received  any  guns,  bay- 
oueti,  cartridge-boxes,  or  clothing,  excepting  what  he 
provided  himself  with. 

A  complete  list  of  men  in  Capt.  Jo.iiuh  Haydeu's 
company,  in  Col.  John  Thomas'  regiment,  to  Aug. 
1,  1775: 


John  Hnyden,  captain 

Zeehariah  Gurney,  tirsc  lieutenant.. 

Joseph  Cob',  ensign 

Eleazer  Cole,  sergeant 

Ephraim  Groves,  sergeant 

Job  Bryant,  corporal 

Uiehard  Field,  corporal., 


M.  W.  D. 

;i  1 

:;  1 

:i  1 

:;  1 

z  1 

■i  1 

.'i  1 


Sylviinus  Packard,  drumiuer '.'>      1 

Simeon  Brett,  private 

Luther  Cary,         *'       , 

Soul  hwoi  th  Cole,  "       , , 

Thomas  Crafts,     "       

Daniel  Dicker  man,  private 

Anthony  Dike,  '*       

William  French,  **       

Alieali  Gurney,  '*       

Jonathan  Packard,        "       

Olner  Packard,  "       

Thaddeus  Pratt,  "       

Joseph  Snell,  "       


■i  I 

■i  U 

2  U 

:i  I 

:i  1 
Armore 

U  a 

3  1 
3  1 
3  I 
3  I 
2  1 
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III  C;ipt.  DjDiel  Lothrop's  compaoy,  in  Col.  John 
Bailey's  regiment,  for  eifiht  mouths'  service,  from 
May  3,  1775,  were  tlie  following: 

Term  of  Service. 

E|ilir:iiiD  Jack.->on Tiiree  nioiubs. 

Ebcnezer  l)unb:ir One  uiunth. 

Ad:iui  llowarii Three  iiiontba  nnd  nix  days. 

N.iilian   Lcacli One  niuntb  ;ind  two  day^. 

D:inii--I    Pat;kard One  luuatU  and  two  day:i. 

M.iltliew  Puttingill One  luuntb  and  two  days. 

A  muster  roll  of  Capt.  Frederick  Pope's  company 
(eight  iiinnths'  service)  to  Aug.  1,  1775: 

Eleuzcr  Snow,  eul.  JmiL-  26,  1775. 
M.iniiaj!3i.-b  Dickeruian,  enl.  .luue  24,  1775. 
Kleaiur  Suow,  eol.  June  27,  1775. 

Names  of  men  enlisted  in  Capt.  Thomas  Pierce's 
company  of  artillery,  iu  Col.  Knox's  regiment,  for 
service  at  Rosbury,  Dec.  16,  1775: 

Elijah  Puckard.  Jonathan  Packard. 

An  exact  roll  of  Capt.  Elisha  Mitchell's  company, 
in  Col.  Simeon  Cary's  regiment,  that  marched  April 
2,1775: 

Joroiili  Coic,  lieut.  Samuel  Cole,  drummer. 

Joae[fli  Snell,  Corp. 

PrivittcH. 
Daniel  Ames.  Ichabod  Packard. 

Jonathan  Cary.  Daniel  Cary. 

Ju^iah  Packard.  Simeon  Keith, 

Thoniai  Craft.  Luke  Packard. 

Jonathan  Keith. 

Capt.  Eliakim  Howard's  company,  in  Col.  Edward 
Mitchell's  regiment,  that  was  ordered  to  march  to  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  March  4,  1776  : 

Daniel  Howard.  Jeremiah  Thayer,  Jr. 

Simeon  Keith. 

Capt.  Henry  Prentiss'  company,  in  Col.  Marshall's 
regiment,  raised  for  the  defense  of  Boston,  July  5, 
1776: 

Zechariah  Gurney,  lieut.  Joseph  Cole,  lieut. 

List  of  Abiel  Pierce's  company,  in  Col.  Nicholas 
Dike's  regiment,  from  Aug.  3, 1776,  to  Nov.  29, 1776 : 

Barzillai  Field.  Ichabod  Packard. 

Stephen  Pettingill. 

The  following  persons  were  in  the  service  under 
Cupt.  Henry  Prentiss,  in  Col.  Thomas  Marshall's 
regiment,  to  Aug.  1,  1776: 

Zechariah  Gurney,  enl.  May  4th. 
John  Thompson,  enl.  June  8th. 
Ezekiel  Waabburn,  enl.  June  Sth. 
Zechariah  Gurney,  enl.  June  Sth. 
Gideun  Lincoln,  enl.  June  Sth. 
Mark  Ford,  enl.  June  Sth. 
Enos  Thayer,  eol.  July  Sth. 
Joseph  Reynolds,  enl.  July  12th. 
Daviil  Haynolds,  enl.  July  12th. 
40 


This  company  was  also  in  service  from  Au;_'ust  to 
Nov.  1,  1776,  at  the  expiration  of  which  lime  ihey 
enlisted  for  one  month  additional  service. 

A  muster-roll  of  Capt.  Suell's  company,  in  Col. 
Mitchell's  regiment  of  militia,  wiio  marched  on  tlie 
alarm  to  Rhode  Island,  Dec.  8,  1776,  and  were  in 
service  two  weeks  and  two  days  : 


David  Packard,  Ist  lieut. 
John  Paekaid,  2d  lieut. 
AVilliam  Packard,  sergt. 


Privutea, 


Timothy  Ames. 
Daniel  Amas. 
Joiius  Packard. 
Jonathan  Hayden. 
Fobes  Field. 
Joshua  Amea. 


Jeremiah  Ileal,  script. 
Ezra  Cary,  der;^t. 
Samuel  lirett,  curp. 

Charles  Sncll. 
Eleazer  Snuw, 
Ephraim   P.ickurd. 
Simeon  Aldcn. 
Henry  Thayer. 


The  following  are  those  having  served  in  the  artil- 
lery companies  : 

A  roll  of  officers  and  men  in  Capt.  Daniel  Lothrop's 
company,  in  Col.  Thomas  Crafts  regiment  of  artillery, 
in  the  service  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  up  to  the  first; 
day  of  August,  1776  : 

Joseph  Cole,  Ist  lieut.,  enl.  May  9,  17711. 
Richard  Field,  sergt.,  enl.  May  13,  1776. 
Samuel  Cole,  drummer,  enl.  May  16,  1776. 
Jeremiah  Thayer,  matroiis,  enl.  May  20,  1776. 

This  company  was  also  in  service  from  Aug.  1  to 
Nov.  1,  1776;  also  from  Nov.  1,  1776,  to  Feb.  1, 
1777: 

Eleazer  Snow  enlisted  in  this  company  November 
1st,  and  was  in  service  with  the  above-named  men 
from  Feb.  1,  1776,  to  the  7th  of  May  of  the  same 
year. 

Jan.  26,  1777,  a  resolve  was  passed  by  the  Assem- 
bly, making  u  requisition  on  Massachusetts  for  every 
seventh  man  of  sixteen  years  old  and  upward,  with- 
out any  exception  (save  the  people  called  Quakers), 
to  fill  up  the  filteen  battalions  called  for  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  to  serve  three  years  or  during  the 
War.  The  following  are  those  enlisted  from  Bridge- 
water  : 

Ebenezer  Edsun,  Crane's  regiment;  three  yeors ;  Frothing- 
hnm  Co. 

Micab  Gurney,  Thirteenth  Regiment;  three  years;  Light  In- 
fantry Co. 

Joshua  Cushman,  Ninth  Regiment:    three  years;  Capt.  Miiler. 

Ephraim  Groves,  Crane's  regiment;  three  years;  Frothing- 
ham  Co. 

Nebemiab  Packard,  Thirteenth  Regiment ;  during  war;  Light 
Infantry  Co. 

Benjamin  Paekard,  Thirteenth  Regiment;  during  war;  Capt. 
Allen. 

Daniel  Packard,  Fourteenth  Regiment;  three  years;  Sth  Co. 

The  following  persons  marched  on  a  secret  expcdi- 
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tion  to  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  and  were  in  service  from  Sept. 
25th  to  Oct.  80,  1777  : 

Nathaniel   Packard,    l3t  lieut. ;  Jonathan  Packard,   2d   lieut. ; 
Nathaniel  Mauley,  sergt. 

Privates. 
Seth  EJson.  Elijah  Packard. 

Caleb  Howard.  John  Pratt. 

Simeon  Packard.  John  Pratl  (2d). 

Shepard  Packard.  John  Packard. 

Each  of  this  company  received  a  bounty  of  twenty 
dollars  per  month. 

Capt.  Edward  Cobb's  company  that  marched  from 
Bridgewater  to  Bristol,  R.  I.,  April  21,  1777,  for 
two  months'  service  : 

Time  in  Service. 

M.  W.     D. 

Daniel  Howard,  1st  lieut 2  4     U 

Hezekiah   Packard,  Bfer 2  0     4* 

Bariillai  Field 2  U     4k 

Zecliariah  Gurney 2  U     4^ 

Oliver  Packard 2  0     4* 

Jonathan  Snow 2  0     4 

Hugh  Carr 2  0     4 

We  also  find  in  Capt.  Stetson's  company,  Col.  Mar- 
shall's regiment,  the  name  of 

Daniel  Packard,  cnl.  April  9,  1777. 

Joshua  Warren  was  in  Capt.  Bartlett'a  company, 
in  Col.  Wesson's  regiment,  May  7,  1777. 

Solomon  Packard  was  in  service  in  Capt.  Benjamin 
Edgell's  company,  Col.  John  Jacob's  regiment,  five 
months  and  sixteen  days,  1777. 

A  diaft  was  made  for  men  to  reinforce  the  northern 
army  Jan.  1,  1778.  For  this  service,  in  Capt.  Jacob 
Allen's  company,  Col.  John  Bailey's  regiment,  from 
Massachusetts,  in  the  camp  at  Valley  Forge,  Jan.  24, 
1778,  is  the  name  of 

Caleb  Howard,  corp. 

A  pay-roll  of  Capt.  Nathan  Packard's  company,  in 
Col.  Thomas  Carpenter's  regiment  of  militia,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  from  July  25  to  September  9, 
1778,  in  service  in  llliode  Island  : 

Nathan  Packard,  capt.  Joseph  Reynolds,  corp. 

Jeseu  Pttrkinti,  l:jt  lieut.  Ebcnezer  Dunbur,  corp. 

Nathaniel  Orcutt,  '.*d  lieut. 

J'rivalen. 

Mannassoh  Dickorman.  John  Pratt. 

Simeon  Keith.  Daniel  Pettingill. 

David  Packard.  Siuiuon  Packard. 

Auizi  Brett.  David  Ueynolda. 

Samuel  Craft.  .John  Thompson. 
Mark  Ford. 

Capt.  John  Ames'  company  of  militia,  who  marched 
to  Rhode  Island  and  joined  Col.  Nathaniel  Wade's 
regiment  on  the  27tli  of  June,  1778,  for  a  term  of 
twenty  days,  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court : 


Daniel  Howard,  1st  lieut. 

PHvaten. 
Daniel  Cary. 
Seth  Edson. 
Asa  Keith. 
Joshua  Warren. 
Thomas  Packard. 


Lemuel  Gurucy,  fifcr. 

Oliver  Packard. 
Thomas  Pratt. 
Barzillai  Field. 
Micah  Pratt. 


"  A  return  of  men  mustered  for  Col.  Robinson's 
regiment,  by  James  Hatch,  muster-master  for  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  to  serve  in  ye  New  England 
States  until  January,  1778  :" 


Uriah  Southworth. 
Alpheus  Gary. 
Peter  Edson. 
Simeon  Dunbar. 
Eleuzer  Snow. 


Daniel  Howard. 
Southworth  Cole. 
Oliver  Packard. 
Luther  Cary. 
Abiah    Southworth,    July 


2B,  177S. 

In  Capt.  Joseph  Cole's  company.  Col.  Jnhn  Jacob's 
regiment,  in  the  Continental  service  one  year  from 
Jan.  1,  1778,  we  find  the  following  names  : 

Joseph  Cole,  capt.  Hozekiah  Packard,  fifcr. 

Isaiah  Fuller,  1st  lieut. 

Prifutea. 

Alpheus  Cary.  Joshua  Warren. 

Peter  Edson.  Luther  Cary. 

Ephraim  Cburobill. 

lu  September,  1778,  the  following  persons  were 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  States,  to  serve  till 
Jan.  1,  1779: 


Ilezekiab  Packard. 
Jeremiah  Thayer. 


Zechariah  (Jurney. 
Oliver  Packard. 


Isaiah  Fuller  was  a  lieutenant  in  ('apt  Joseph 
Cole's  company,  in  Col.  John  Jacobs'  rogiuient,  from 
April  1,  1778,  to  January,  1779,  for  nine  months' 
service. 

In  Capt.  Calvin  Partridge's  company  of  militia,  in 
Col.  Samuel  Pierce's  regiment,  stationed  at  Little 
Compton,  R.  I.,  April  30,  1779 : 

Zechariah  Watkins,  lieut. 
Lemuel  Gurney,  piivatc. 


Zecb.  Gurney,  1st  lieut. 
James  Packard,  sergt. 


Pi-}i)alt». 


Solomon  Hill. 
Daniel  Brett. 


Shepard  Packard. 


Were  in  Col.  Ezra  Wood's  regiment  for  one  month  ; 
enlisted  for  service  at  Ticonderoga  in  May  and  part 
of  June,  1778. 

Shepard  Packard  also  enlisted  in  Capt.  Edward 
Sparrow's  company.  Col.  Nathan  Tyler's  regiment,  in 
June,  1779. 

Joseph  Sylvester  enlisted  in  Col.  Bailey's  regiment, 
for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  Oct.  24,  1779. 

The  pay-roll  for  six-months  men  raised  in  the  town 
of  Bridgewater,  in   July,  1780,   for   Continental  ser- 
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vice,  coQtuius  the  foIlowiDg  Duaiea  iroDi  (he  North 
Pariali : 


Hugh  Carr. 
Solumon  Puckard. 


Jacob  Packard,  priv:Lte, 


AkcniiaD  Pettingill. 
ZecburitLb  Gurney. 

Also 

Siuieun  Keitli,  scrgt., 
Jereiuiah  Tbayer,  Corp., 

that  murched  oa  the  alarm  to  Rhode  Isihind,  by 
order  of  Council,  July  22,  1780,  in  service  from  July 
30th  to  August  9th. 

Capt.  David  Packard's  compauy,  in  Col.  Eliphalet 
Gary's  regimeut,  who  marched  on  the  alarm  to  Rhode 
Island,  July  22,  1780,  in  service  from  July  23d  to 
Aug.  9,  1780: 

David  Packard,  capt.  Eleazer  Sdow,  2d  lieut. 

^erfjeantt, 
Daniel  IIoHard.  Ephraim  Packard. 

William  Packard.  Samuel  Brett. 

Coi'jiorala, 

Luther  Gary,  fife  major. 


company  in  Maj.  Eliphalet  Gary's  re^ime^t,  that 
marched  on  account  of  the  alarm  iti  llliode  Island, 
July  22,  1780,  by  order  of  Council,  from  North 
Brid'icwater : 


Fobes  Field. 
Epbraim  Cole. 
JonatbaD  Gary. 

Philip  Packard. 
Daniel  Howard. 
Bela  Howard. 
William  Drelt. 
Joshua  Auie:^. 
Alphcu^j  Gary. 
Timothy  Aiuca. 
Howard  Gary. 
Lciuuel  Packard. 
Barnabas  Pratt,  Jr. 
Thomits  Packard. 
Gharles  Haydea. 
David  Gurney. 
Uicliard  Field. 
Ephraiiu  Field. 
Zecliariab  Howard. 
Jonathan  Reynolds. 
James  Perkins. 
Daniel  Dickermun. 
Dauiel  Ames. 


Micah  Gurney,  drummer. 


Privates, 


Soloruon  Hill. 
Adin  Packard. 
Levi  Packard. 
AbiaU  Packard. 
Joshua  Cusbman. 
Icbabod  Howard. 
Barnabas  Pratt. 
Nathaniel  Snell. 
Joseph  Reynolds. 
Enoa  Thayer. 
Eleazer  Golo. 
Timothy  Reynolds. 
Jeremiah  Bcal. 
Samuel  Ghesman. 
Eleazer  Snow,  Jr. 
Mannasseb  Dickerman. 
Job  Ames. 
Noah  Ames. 
John  Gurney. 


An  order  was  passed  by  the  Assembly  to  raise  two 
thousand  men  to  reinforce  northern  armies  in  1780. 

In  this  service  we  find  from  the  North  Parish,  in 
Brid"ewater, 


Hugh  Carr, 


Akermau  Pettinjrill 


in  Capt.  Hancock's  company,  who  marched  from 
Sprin-iticld  July  4,  1780,  for  six  months. 

Zechiiriah  Gurney  was  in  the  Eleventh  Division, 
and  marched  from  Springfield  under  command  of  En- 
sign Bancroft  for  six  months,  July  11,  1780. 

Solomon  Packard  was  in  the  seventh  division  of 
six-montlis  men  who  marched  from  Springfield  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Dix,  July  7,  1780. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Capt.  Nathan  Packard's 


Nathan  P.ackard,  capt. 
Jesso  Perkins,  1st  licut. 


John  Thompson,  sergt. 


Privates, 


Mark  Packard. 
Josmh  Packard. 
Anthony  Dike. 
Mark  Perkins. 
Barnabas  Edson. 
Seth  Edson. 
Ebenezer  Edson. 
Benjamin  Keith. 
Seth  Kingman. 
Daniel  Manley. 
Shepard  Packard. 
Jonathan  Perkins. 


Caleb  PaekuriJ. 
Simeon  Packard,  Jr. 
Jacob  Packard. 
William  Shaw,  Jr. 
Daniel  Shaw. 
Naphtali  Shaw. 
Gilbert  Snell. 
John  Tilden. 
Rufus  lirett. 
Asa  Packard. 
Josiah  Edson. 
Josiah  Perkins,  Jr. 


Again  we  find  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Luke  Bick- 
nell,  in  Col.  Putnam's  regiment  at  West  Point,  N.  Y., 
1781,  several  persons  from  North  Bridgewater: 


Joshua  Gushman. 
.Simeon  Packard. 
Thomas  Packard. 


Marlboro  Packard. 
Isaiah  Packard. 
Daniel  Aldcn. 


The  following  persons  enlisted  in  Col.  John  Bailey's 
regiment,  Jan.  25,  1782,  to  reinforce  the  Continental 


army : 


Joseph  Sylvester. 
Benjamin  Kingman. 
Daniel  Packard. 


Noah  Pratt. 
John  Thompson. 


We  have  now  given  the  reader  an  account  of  those 
who  took  part  in  the  war  that  resulted  in  our  national 
independence.  Imperfect  as  this  list  may  be,  owing 
to  the  unconnected  tattered  rolls  at  the  State-house, 
we  have  endeavored  to  get  the  names  of  all  who  did 
military  duty  during  the  eight  years'  strife  between 
England  and  America,  and  place  them  in  readable 
form.  We  have  brought  the  account  down  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  or  to  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the 
treaty  at  Paris,  in  November,  1782.  The  war  had 
grown  exceedingly  unpopular  after  the  surrender  of 
Cornwallis  at  Yorktown,  in  October,  1781,  although 
nothing  definite  was  done  till  March,  1782,  when  the 
House  of  Commons  voted  not  to  prosecute  the  war 
any  further.  At  the  close  of  that  year  comiui.'ssioners 
were  chosen  on  both  sides,  who  met  at  Paris,  and  after 
a  long  consultation,  they  agreed  upon  the  articles  of 
peace.  These  were  signed  November  30th  of  tiiat 
year,  and  on  the  20th  of  January,  1783,  hostilities 
ceased  between  the  two  countries. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  just  eight  years  after  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  Washington  issued  his  proclama- 
tion of  peace.  Thus  ended  a  war  of  nearly  eii^ht 
years'  duration,  in   which   a  hundred   thousand   lives 
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were  lost,  and  millions  of  property  destroyiid.  It  was 
the  decision  of  this  war  that  establisiied  the  United 
States  aiuonc;  the  powers  of  the  earth.  In  lookinj^ 
over  the  list  of  pcrHons  that  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  our  country,  we  should  not  for;^ct  those  who  were 
left  at  home  to  provide  for  the  families  of  absent 
ones.  In  many  instances  the  women  of  the  town 
hud  to  till  the  soil  to  obtain  what  food  was  actually 
needed  for  subsistence ;  in  short,  every  nerve  was 
brought  into  requisition  to  provide  honie-niude  eluch, 
stockiniis,  shirts,  and  blankets,  that  were  called  for  by 
the  fiovernment  in  la^^e  quantities;  and  althouiih  the 
women,  wives,  and  mothers  of  those  who  fought  the 
battles  could  not  djrht  in  the  lace  of  the  foe  with 
muskets,  they  did  their  part  in  aiding  and  abetting; 
and  their  deeds  were  as  heroic  in  many  iu.itaiiees  as 
those  we  record  ;  may  their  memory  ever  be  cheri.ihed 
with  gratitude,  and  stimulate  us  all  to  act  well  our  part, 
and  thus  be  mutual  helpers  to  each  other  through  life, 
that  at  its  close  we  may  have  the  satisfaction  of  feel- 
ing that  we  have  done  our  whole  duty,  and  done  it 
well. 

Shay's  Rebellion. — At  the  conclusion  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  peace  and  independence  having  been 
established,  the  attention  of  the  people  was  directed 
to  the  finances  of  the  country.  The  English  mer- 
chants flooded  the  countr}'  with  foreign  goods,  and 
thereby  drained  us  of  specie,  and  ruined  tiie. manu- 
facturers. This  involved  merchants  and  others  in 
debt. 

The  masses  of  the  people,  finding  themselves  bur- 
dened under  the  weight  of  taxes  and  loss  of  employ- 
ment, became  quite  disheartened  and  uneasy,  and 
hence  could  easily  be  led  into  almost  any  kind  of  a 
scheme  to  relieve  their  burdens.  Debts  could  not  be 
collected,  and  the  heavy  taxes  were  the  ruin  of  a  great 
many.  During  this  state  of  feeling,  a  few  persons, 
taking  advantage  of  that  condition  of  affairs,  called  a 
public  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Hatfield,  Ma.ss.,  in 
August,  1786,  to  see  what  they  could  do  to  better 
themselves.  This  meeting  so  inflamed  the  people 
that  a  mob  of  fifteen  hutidred  persons  assembled  at 
Northampton,  to  prevent  the  sitting  of  the  courts. 
From  thence  the  insurrection  fire  continued  to  burn 
and  spread  throughout  the  State.  One  Daniel  Shay, 
of  Pelham,  Mass.,  was  one  of  the  principal  movers  in 
the  scheme.  A  similar  company  was  collected  at 
Springfield,  in  September  following.  Here  they  found 
a  military  force  suSicient  to  atop  their  proceedings. 
Similar  satherings  were  had  in  the  towns  where  the 
county  courts  were  held,  in  other  parts  of  the  State, 
the  object  being  to  stop  all  means  of  collecting  debts 
by  the  usual  process  of  law.     Such  a  gathering  was 


had  at  the  court-house  in  Taunton,  Bristol  Co.,  in 
September,  1786. 

At  this  place,  as  before,  the  insurgents  found  that 
preparations  had  been  made  for  a  grand  reception  ; 
and  after  a  delay  of  a  day  or  two,  in  frightening  the 
people  in  that  vicinity,  the  mob  dispersed. 

Among  those  called  to  suppress  this  rebellion  at 
Taunton  were  the  following  companies  from  Bridge- 
water.  The  list  below  gives  the  names  of  those  from 
the  North  Parish  of  Bridgewater : 

"  A  muster  and  pay  role  of  ye  7th  company  of  militia  in  the 
3d  regiment,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  and  commanded  by 
Lieulenant-Colouel  Orr, — 


Lemuel  Packard,  capt. 
Daniel  Cary,  \H  lieut. 
Samuel  Brett,  2d  lieut. 
Parmenas  Packard,  sergt. 


Pi'ivuttn. 


Oliver  Howard. 
Robert  Howard. 
John  Howard. 
Jonau  Howard. 
William  Ueynolda. 
Barzillai  Field. 


Howard  Cary,  aergt. 
Kjihraiui  Fild,  eoip. 
Judiab  Reynolds,  drulu'r. 
Ephraiiu  Sturtevant,  tifer. 

Gideon  Howard. 
iSeth  Ed^on. 
Jained  Caiy. 
Daniel  Aiiieb'. 
Thomas   Packard. 
John  Craft:*. 


*'  The  above-named  persons   were  in  service  from  Septem- 
ber 9ih  to  the  l:ith,  1786. 
*'  Sworn  to  before 

"Justice  Howahd. 
"Lemuel  P.vck.hcd,  Cupuiin," 

"  A  muster  and  pay  role  of  Captain  John  Thompson's  com- 
pany of  militia,  in  service  from  September  U  lo  September  1.3, 
1786: 

John  Thompson,  captain. 

PricaUti, 


Levi  Washburn. 
Jeremiah  Thayer. 
Mark  Perkins. 
Josiah  Perkins. 
Amasa  Brett. 
Leonard  Orcutt. 
Oliver  Packard. 
Obadiah  West. 
Nathan  Packard. 
Nathan  Packard,  Jr. 
David  Edson,  Jr. 
Thomas  Thumpson,  Jr. 
Jonathan  Keith. 
Josiah  Packard, 
Jonathan  Perkins,  Jr. 
Elijah  Packard. 
Peter  Bruyint. 

'  Sworn  to  before 


Ichabod  Bruyint. 
Calvin  Bruyint. 
Job  Bruyint. 
Job  Bruyint,  Jr. 
Daniel  Perkins. 
Nathan  Keith. 
Duniet  Bruyint. 
Seth  Kingm;in. 
Calvin  Brett. 
William  Shaw. 
Henry  Kingman. 
Ichabod  Edson. 
Epliraini  (troves. 
Japhet  Beals. 
Jonas  Howaid. 
Beza  Bruyint. 


"Justice  Howakd. 
"John  Tnoiii'SO.v,  Captain. 
"  Bridoewater,  September  ye  Uth,  1786." 

War  of  1812. — The  war  of  1812  was  memorable 
as  the  opening  of  a  second  war  with  England.  The 
diflSculty  existing  between  the  two  nations  consisted 
in  the  English  government  impressing  our  seamen  on 
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board  their  sliips,  and  by  a  series  of  depredations  upon 
our  conituerce,  even  upon  our  own  coasts,  together 
with  iusuhs  to  the  American  flag  in  various  ways. 

On  the  4th  of  April  an  embargo  was  placed  upon  all 
vessels  within  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
for  ninety  days,  atid  on  tiie  18th  of  June  war  was 
formally  declared  by  the  President  between  England 
and  the  United  States.  Various  incidents  and  many 
interesting  events  occurred  both  on  land  and  sea 
during  the  years  1812,  1813,  and  1814,  which  we 
have  not  space  to  publish.  The  skirmishing  on  the 
sea  was  spirited,  and  resulted  in  many  victories  to  our 
forces,  and  on  land  was  as  favorable  as  could  be  ex- 
pected, and  in  the  end  secured  to  us  our  rights  us 
Americans. 

The  plan  of  operations  at  first  was  to  guard  our 
sea-coasts,  sending  troops  to  man  them  by  calls  on  the 
militia  at  various  times,  the  whole  under  the  direction 
of  the  regular  army.  The  spring  of  1814  opened  with 
tlie  loss  of  the  ship  "  Essex,'*  of  tlie  navy,  at  Valpa- 
raiso, which  served  to  stimulate  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  renewed  activity,  although  the  war 
was  considered  by  many  as  uncalled  for.  Fortunately, 
there  were  those  who  thought  it  best  to  maintain 
their  dignity,  and  not  allow  any  injustice  to  be  done 
to  our  seamen.  During  the  year  1814  the  militia 
along  the  seaboard  towns  were  called  upon  to  guard 
the  forts.  Among  those  who  responded  to  the  call 
from  North  Bridgewater  was  the  following  company: 

'*  Puy-roll  of  u  coiopiiny  of  infuntry,  under  couimnnd  of  Ciipt- 
Nubcmiuh  Lincoln,  lietuched  from  the  Third  Regiment,  First 
Brij^idc,  in  the  Fifth  Division,  stationed  at  Plymouth,  under 
the  commund  uf  Lieut.-Co).  Caleb  Howard,  commandant." 


Nehcmiuh  Lincoln,  capt. 
Epbraim  Cole,  Jr.,  Heul. 


Silas  Dunbar,  ensign. 


Serffeauta. 


Gustavua  Sylvester. 
Jusiiili  Dunbar. 

Jabcz  Kingman. 
Galen  Manlcy. 


Martin  Kingman. 


CorporaU. 


Daniel  Packard. 
Nathan  Jones. 


Mttaic 


Robert  S.  llolbrook. 


John  Ames. 
Benjamin   Amc<<. 
Oliver  Bryant. 
John  Burrill,  Jr. 
Samuel  Hrctt. 
Zibeon  Urett. 
Zenus  Brett. 
John  Ijattles. 
Wiltiatii  Battles. 
ChestLT  Cooley. 
Zcnaa  Gary. 
Luther  Gary. 


Piivatea. 


George  W.  Burt. 

Martin  Gary. 
Simeon  Dunbar. 
Samuel  Dike,  Jr. 
Bela  C,  Dike. 
Samuel  Diekerman. 
Jolin  Delano. 
Isaac  Fames. 
Jubu  Field. 
Asa  Howard. 
Cyrus  Howard. 
Lewis  Howard. 
Oliver  Howard,  Jr. 


Otis  Howard. 
Gideon  Howard. 
Austin  Huward. 
Oliver  Howard. 
Ira  Haywfird. 
Mauley  Hayward. 
James  Hatch. 
Bernard  .fackeon. 
Isaac  Whiting. 
Benjamin  Kingman. 
Jame?  Loring. 
John  May. 
Ambrose  Packard. 
Luke  Packard. 
Jesse  Packard. 
.Sullivan  Packard. 
Arzn.  Packard. 
Zibeon  Packard. 
Thomas  Reynolds. 
Matthew  Snell. 
Oliver  Saoll. 
Jeromiab  SoeU. 
John  Smith. 
Newton  Shaw. 
Simeon  Warren. 
Cyrus  Warron. 
Epbraim  Willis,  Jr. 
James  Willis. 
Ebenezer  Crocker. 


Jason  Packard. 
David  Packard  (2d). 
Loring  White. 
Nathaniel  Ames. 
Theron  Ames. 
Joseph   Packard. 
Gyrus  ]i.  Phillips. 
Waldo  Hayward. 
Martin  Drake. 
Isaac  Packard. 
Lemuel  Sumner. 
David  Packard. 
Silvanus  French. 
Simeon  Gary. 
Enos  Thayer. 
Galen  Packard. 
Charles  Clapp. 
Hezekiah  Packard. 
Cbarles  Lincoln. 
Siduey  Howard. 
Sprague  Snow. 
Galen  Warren, 
Jonathan  Edson. 
Nathaniel  Ames. 
Howard  Manlcy. 
John  Thompson. 
Waldo  Field. 
Salmon  Manley. 
Ozen  Gurney. 


**  Plymouth,  Oct.  12,  1814. 

**Tbi8  may  certify  that  the  above  ia  a  true  and  correct  roll  of 
the  company  under  my  command,  from  tbe  2Uth  of  September 
to  tbe  12th  of  October,  1814. 

"Neqeuiah  Lincol.v,  Captain" 

The  following  persons  were  also  iu  service  three 
days,  from  the  12th  to  the  15th  of  October,  1814, 
under  the  coimnand  of  Capt.  Nehemiah  Lincoln,  and 
not  included  in  the  above  list : 


Nabum  Leonard,  Ueut. 
Seth  Keith,  sergt. 
Ansel  Alger,  sergt. 


Simeon  Taylor,  corp. 
Jona.  Gujtehind,  3d^corp. 


Privatea, 


David  Ames. 
Charles  Copeland. 
Ebenezer  Caldwell,  Jr. 
Perez  Robinson. 
Daniel  Hartwell,  Jr. 
Asa  Briggs. 
Perez  Williams,  Jr. 
Seba  Howard. 
Kleazer  Churobill,  Jr. 
John  Colwell. 


Charles  Ames. 
Bezer  Lathrop. 
Gorsbom  Orcutt. 
Howard  Alger. 
Kingman  Cook. 
Benjamin  Uandall. 
Asa  Packard. 
Edward  C.  Howard. 
Samuel  Packard. 
Cbarles  Dunbar. 
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CHAPTER   X. 

The  Rebellion  of  ISCl— Election  of  1860— State  of  tlie  Coun- 
try at  the  Commencement  of  the  Rebellion — Stenuier  "  Star 
of  the  West" — Secession  of  South  Carolina— Firing  upon 
Fort  Sumter — Call  for  Sevcnty-Bve  Thousand  Voluntiers  for 
Three  Months— Company  F,  Twelfth  JIassuchusctts  Ueijiineut 
— CuBualties  and  Changes  in  the  Twelfth  Rcgiuicnt— Nar- 
Jliirtlands  Brass  Band— ralive  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment — 
Call  for  more  Troops — Company  I,  First  Massachusetts  Cav- 
alry—  List  of  Changes  and  Casualties  in  the  Same— Compa- 
nies and  Regiments  in  which  Soldiers  have  been  in  the  Ser- 
vice-One Hundred  Days'  Men— List  of  Changes,  Prisoners, 
Promotions,  Deaths,  etc.,  during  the  Rebellion. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  had  existed  for  a  long 
time  a  bitter  antagonism  between  the  Northern  auj 
Southern  portions  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
great  subject  of  slavery.  Fierce  party  contentions 
had  long  existed,  and  ever  will  continue  under  a  free 
elective  government. 

Till  the  election  of  November,  18C0,  however, 
there  never  was  a  Southern  Presidential  candidate 
that  did  not  receive  electoral  votes  at  the  North,  nor 
a  Northern  candidate  who  did  not  receive  electoral 
votes  at  the  South.  The  country  at  this  time  was  in 
a  state  of  unexampled  prosperity.  Agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures — East,  West,  North,  and 
South — had  just  recovered  from  the  great  financial 
crisis  of  1857,  and  our  country  was  spoken  of  and 
regarded  by  the  rest  of  the  civilized  world  as  among 
the  most  prosperous  nations  of  the  world.  We  had 
been  chusscd  (with  England,  France,  and  Russia)  as 
one  of  tlie  four  leading  powers  of  the  age.  No 
sooner  had  the  results  of  the  election  of  November 
6th  been  made  known  than  it  appeared  on  the  part 
of  one  of  the  Southern  States — and  whose  example 
was  soon  after  followed  by  others — that  it  had  been 
the  firm  intention  of  those  States  not  to  abide  the 
result  of  the  election  unless  it  resulted  in  giving 
them  their  candidate.  They  were  not  satisfied  with 
having  had  their  own  choice  for  sixty  years,  and  now 
they  had  agreed  not  to  abide  by  the  decisions  of  the 
majority,  in  the  event  of  the  election  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  in  consequence  of  this  the  greatest 
conspiracy  of  tlie  nineteenth  century  came  to  light, 
and  the  nation  at  once  became  involved  in  a  civil 
war. 

The  first  overt  act  of  war  committed  in  pursuance 
of  this  treasonable  conspiracy,  alter  the  formal  act  of 
South  Carolina  passing  its  secession  ordinance,  was 
the  firing  upon  a  national  transport,  laden  with  men 
and  supplies  for  the  garrison  in  Charleston  harbor. 
The  date  of  the  ordinance  was  Dec.  20,  18G0.  The 
firing  upon  the  steamer  "  Star  of  the  \V  est"  was  Jan. 


9,  1861.  The  commencement  of  the  Rebellion  is 
dated  from  April  12,  1861,  when  the  rebels,  who 
numbered  by  hundreds,  commenced  firing  upon  Fort 
Sumter  from  every  direction. 

It  was  then  the  intention  of  the  rebels  to  follow  up 
this  first  blow  by  seizing  the  capital  at  Washington. 
In  this  they  were  frustrated ;  for  on  the  15th  of 
April  the  War  Department  called  for  seventy-five 
thousand  troops  from  the  militia  of  the  several  States 
for  three  months'  service,  who  hastened  to  Washing- 
ton, and  thus  saved  the  capital  of  the  nation.  In  no 
portion  of  the  world  was  ever  an  army  gathered  so 
quickly  ;  in  less  than  two  months  over  two  hundred 
thousand  men  were  in  the  army,  ready  for  action. 
The  response  to  the  President's  calls  was  truly  won- 
derful, both  in  men  and  money. 

On  the  16th  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment 
was  on  its  way  to  the  seat  of  government  by  railroad, 
and  the  Third  and  Fourth  Regiments  moved  by 
steamers;  on  the  18th  the  Eighth  Regiment  marched 
under  Gen.  Butler;  on  the  20tli  the  Third  Battalion 
of  Rifles,  under  Maj.  Devens  ;  and  the  Fifth  Infan- 
try, with  Cook's  battery  of  light  artillery,  on  the 
morning  of  the  21st.  The  number  of  troops  fur- 
nished by  Massachusetts  under  these  calls  for  three 
months'  service  were  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-six. 

Tlie  call  for  volunteers  in  the  month  of  April, 
1861,  was  met  io  the  spirit  of  '76.  Frequent  meet- 
ings were  held,  patriotic  speeches  were  made,  and 
Volunteers  came  up  uobly  to  fill  the  ranks. 

On  Saturday  evening,  April  20,  1861,  a  large  and 
enthusiastic  meeting  was  held  in  the  vestry  of  the 
New  Jerusalem  Church  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  new  military  company.  Dr.  Alexander  Hichboin 
was  chairman  of  the  meeting,  Jonas  R.  Perkins,  Esq., 
secretary.  There  were  about  one  thousand  persons 
present.  Spirited  and  patriotic  addresses  were  made, 
and  over  one  hundred  came  forward  and  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  their  country. 

Twelfth  Massachusetts  Regiment.— The  follow- 
ing company  enlisted  as  volunteers  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war : 

Roll  of  Company  F,  Twelfth  Regiment,  Capt. 
Alexander  Plichborn,  as  corrected  at  Fort  Warren, 
July  13,  1861,  under  command  of  Col.  Fletcher 
Webster : 

Aloxttndar  Uichborn,  39,  capt.,  North  Bridgcwater,  physician, 

married. 
Alpheus  IC.  Harmon,  34,  Ist  lieut.,  North  Bridgcwater,  painter, 

married. 
Hiram  W.  Copoland,  2C,  2d  lieut.,  North    Bridgewator,  clerk, 

single. 
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Jobo    S,  Stoildiird,  31,    1st   aergt..  North    Bridge  water,  brudh 

mitnufucturer,  married. 
Katban    H.   Crosby,    2'J,   2d    aergt.,    Bridgewater,    awl-forger, 

married. 
Charles  L.  Sproul,  23,  3d  aergt.,  North  Bridgewater,  stitcher, 

married. 
Francis   P.  Ilolmea,   31,   4th   sergt.,    North    Bridgewater,  awl- 
forger,  married. 
Jame:j  B.  Sampson,  24,   5th  sergt.,  North    Bridgewater,   mer- 

chaut,  single. 
James  S.  Tennet,  30,  corp.,  North  Bridgewater,  wood-turner, 

uiari'icd. 
Uriiili   Macoy,  35,  corp.,  North  Bridgewater,  trader. 
Roswell  C.  Amsdcn,  33,  corp.,  North  Bridgewater,  boot-cutter, 

married. 
Galen    Edsou,    33,    corp.,  North    Bridgewater,   cabinet-maker, 

married. 
Charles  U.  Rcinbart,  39,  corp..  North  Bridgewater,  carpenter, 

married. 
Frederick  C.  Packard,  18,  corp.,  North  Bridgewater,  melodeon 

manufacturer,  fingle. 
Walter  D.  Packard,  2U,  corp.,  North  Bridgewater,  clerk,  single. 
Edwin    T.    Cowell,    I'J,    corp.,    North    Bridgewater,    baggage- 
muster,  siugle. 
James  Sullivan,  12,  musician,  Boston,  single. 
Joseph  Lynch,  22,  wagoner,  East  Stoughton,  teamster,  single. 
James   A.   Allen,  23,  private,  North    Bridgewater,    machinist, 

single. 
Luther  E.  Alden,  30,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  boot-cutter, 

married. 
James  F.  Andrews,  35,  private,   North   Bridgewater,  cabinet- 
maker, married. 
Leander  B.  Andrews,  30,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  painter, 

married. 
Lawrence  Burke,  I'J,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  cooper,  single. 
John  Barry,  19,  private.  North  Andover,  machinist,  single. 
Isa.ic  W.  Blancburd,  25,  private.   North  Bridgewater,  butcher, 

married. 
Henry    Burns,    28,    private.    North    Bridgewater,    shoemaker, 

sin>;le. 
Eli  Bunker,  20,  private,  North  Bridgewater.  shoemaker,  single. 
Henry  L.  Bunker,  18,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

single. 
William    H.    Benney,    22,   private.   North    Bridgewater,   boot- 
maker, single. 
John  L.  Colter,   21,   private,   North   Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

single. 
Henry  H.  Coots,  40,  private,  Chelaeu,  shoemaker,  married. 
George  W.  Chllds,  21,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

iiingte. 
Joliu  Croighton,  21,  private,  Boston,  laborer,  single. 
Malcolm   D.    Ilalberg,    30,  private,    North   Bridgewater,  shoe- 

maker,  single. 
Thomas    Doyle,    30,   private,   North   Bridgewater,   shoemaker, 

single. 
Albert   S.   Dean,   27,   private,   North   Bridgewater,   machinist, 

married. 
Aaron  B.  Dodge,  22,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  bootmaker, 

single. 
Joseph    P.    Davis,    23,    private,     East    Randolph,    shoemaker, 

married. 
Sargent  Daniels,  37,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  butcher. 
Soth  Edsun,  33,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  carpenter,  married. 
Aaron  B.  Frost,  23,  private,  Lowell,  shoemaker,  single. 
Joseph  W.  Freumun,  22,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  needle- 
maker,  single. 


Henry   W.   Freeman,    33,   private.    North    Bridgewater,   shoe- 
maker, married. 
Robert  F.  Fuller,  29,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  shoe-cutter, 

married. 
John  E.  Ford,  25,  private,  Boston,  barber,  single. 
Andrew  J.  Frost,  31,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  bootmaker, 

single. 
John  C.  Greeley,  33,  private,   North   Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

married. 
Warren  A.  Holmes,  20,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  sboemuker, 

single. 
Linus  P.  Howard,  24,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  shoe-cutter, 

single. 
Uufus  F.  Hull,  23,  private,  Georgetown,  manufacturer,  married. 
Albert  P.  Hovey,  32,  private.  Boxford,  wheelwright,  married. 
Nathaniel    H.  Hall,   30,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  stitcher, 

married. 
Christopher  T.  Harris,  21,  private,  Plymouth,  tin-worker,  single. 
Volney  Howard,  21,  private,  Randolph,  bootmaker,  single. 
Clarence   E.   Hartwell,   25,  private,   North   Bridgewater,  boot- 
maker, married. 
John  S.  Hamilton,  25,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  bootmaker, 

single. 
John  Hallihan,  24,  private,  Lowell,  shoemaker,  married. 
Charles     Howard,    20,    private,    North    Bridgewater,    farmer, 

single. 
William    W.  Hayden,    17,  private,  South   Bridgewater,   clerk, 

dingle. 
Andrew    Jackson,  22,  private,  West  Bridgewater,  shoe-cutter, 

single. 
Laban  Jackson,  20,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  farmer,  single. 
Thoddeus    Keith,     28,    private,    North    Bridgewater,    farmer, 

single. 
Dexter  D.  Keith,  29,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

married. 
Benjamin  J.  Keith,  19,  private,  South  Bridgewater,  blacksmith, 

single. 
Martin  M.  Keith,  22,  private,  South  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

single. 
Carl  A.  Linstead,  27,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

married. 
Timothy    Leary,    18,   private,    West  Bridgewater,   shoemaker, 

single. 
F.  A.  Manchester,  33,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  shoe-cutter, 

married. 
Francis  N.  Maroni,  20,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

single. 
Henry  E.  Morley,  22,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

single. 
William  W.  Newaon,  28,  private,  Boston,  mechanic,  single. 
Arthur  J.  F.  O'Koefe,  18,  private,  Boston,  printer,  single. 
Isaac  S.  Porter,  19,  private,  Stoughton,  farmer,  single. 
James  A.  Packard,  25,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  shoe-cutter, 

married. 
Samuel  N.  Packard,  37,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 

married. 
Anthony   P.  Phillips,   19,  private,    North    Bridgewater,   shoe- 
maker, single. 
Herbert  A.  Phillips,  24,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  bootmaker, 

single. 
George  A.  Perkins,  23,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  bootmaker, 

single. 
Gilman    B.    Parker,  21,    private.    West    Boxford,    shoemaker, 

single. 
Henry  C.  Richardson,   18,  private.  West  Boxford,   mechanic, 

single. 
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William  H.  Rugg,  21,  private,  BoxforJ,  sboemaker,  single. 

AVilliaiu  F.  Robinaon,  27,  private.  North   Bridgew;iti-r,  farmer, 
married. 

Osgood  Ring,  40,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  hoot-trees,  single. 

Charles    Reed,    20,    private,    North    Bridgewater,    shoemaker, 
single. 

Uenry    Rogers,  27,  private,    South    Bridgewater,    shoemaker,   ' 
single. 

Frederiek  S.   Symond.s,  33,  private.  North   Bridgewater,  awl- 
forger,  single. 

Frank   M.  Stoddard,   19,  private.  East  Stoughton,  shoe-cutter, 
iingle. 

Francis  A.  Sanford,  21,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 
single. 

George  0.  Smith,  22,  priv;ito,  Eaaton,  shooinakcr,  single. 

Luther  T.  Snell,   18,  private,   North   Bridgewater,   machinist, 
single. 

Harrison  Stevens,  18,  private,  Boston,  clerk,  single. 

George   F.  Tinkhaiu,    24,    private.    North    Bridgewater,  shoe- 
maker, single. 

Ephraim  Tinkham,  28,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 
single. 

Nathan  M.  Tripp,  25,  private,   North  Bridgewater,  carpenter, 
marriod. 

Ira  Temple,  23,  private,  Boston,  teamster,  single. 

Joseph  J.  Vincent,  21,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  shoe-cutter, 
single. 

George  B.  Walker,  22,  private,  Weymouth,  bootmaker,  single. 

George  F.  Whituomb,  19,  private,  Randolph,  lastmaker,  single. 

Thomas   W.   Wall,  21,    private.    East   Stoughton,    shoemaker, 
single. 

Lewis  B.  Wade,  19,  private,  Northwest  Bridgewater,  bootmaker, 
single. 

Herbert  0.  Morse,  21,  private,  Boxford,  shoemaker,  single. 

Webster  Howard,  24,  private,  North  Bridgewater,  shoemaker, 
married. 

Jerome  R.  Hodge,  27,  private.  Canton,   Me.,  shoemaker,  mar- 
ried. 

Franklin  M,  Godfrey,  23,  private,  Ea.^ton,  carpenter,  single, 

Richard  Packard,  20,  private.  North  Bridgewater,  ahoo-striper, 
single. 

Samuel  E.  Chandler,  24,  private,  Charlestown,  clerk,  single. 

Freeman  Ranney,  44,  private,  Bo.ston,  merchant,  married. 

John  Howard,  private.  East  Bridgewater,  school-teacher,  single. 

William  Woods,  21,  private,  Boston,  medical  student,  single. 

The  Twelfth  llegiuient,  of  which  Coiupany  F,  of 
North  Bridgewater,  formed  a  part,  was  orgaoized  at 
Fort  Warren  by  Col.  Fletcher  Webster  (son  of  the 
late  lamented  and  illustrious  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  of 
Marshtield,  Mass.),  "  a  brave  and  generous  gentle- 
man," who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Ilun  Aujr.  30, 
1SG2.  The  regiment,  when  mustered  into  service  on 
the  "^Gth  day  of  June,  1S61,  numbered  one  thousand 
and  fortj'  men.  Company  F  was  recruited  at  North 
Bridgewater,  and  left  that  town  April  29,  18G1,  at  nine 
o'clock  A.il.  The  event  of  leaving  the  town  was  the 
occasion  of  a  grand  demonstration  by  the  people  of 
the  town,  thousands  of  whom  had  turned  out  to  bid 
them  farewell.  The  company  assembled  in  their 
armory,  which  they  left  under  the  escort  of  the 
North    Bridgewater    Light    Dragoons,    Capt.    Lucius  i 


Bichmond,  with  the  engine  companies  Nos.  2,  3,  5, 
and  C,  and  a  large  body  of  citizens,  marching  to  the 
music  of  the  North  Bridgewater  braas  band,  through 
the  village  to  the  railroad  depot.  The  gathering  was 
very  numerous,  probably  never  exceeded  upon  any 
occasion  in  that  town.  A  sober  feeling  pervaded  tlie 
concourse  in  view  of  the  peril  to  be  ericuuutered  by 
our  townsmen,  and  sympathy  for  those  who  were  part- 
ing with  husbands,  brothers,  and  sons,  and  perhaps 
forever.  A  large  company  of  citizens  with  tlie  band 
accompanied  the  soldiers  in  the  train  to  Boston,  and 
when  arriving  in  Boston,  marched  in  proeessiuii  to 
Faneuil  Hall,  and  from  thence  to  their  temporary 
quarters,  at  71  Clinton  Street.  The  company  num- 
bered eighty,  rank  and  tile,  when  they  left  the  town 
for  Boston,  to  which  there  were  large  additions  made 
soon  after. 

Martland's  Band. — Roll  of  North  Bridgewater 
brass  band  attached  to  the  Twelfth  Massacliusetts 
Regiment  of  volunteers : 

Band-Maater, 

William  J.  Martland. 

Musiciaits. 
Amasa  S.  Glover. 
Thaddeus  M.  Packard. 
George  E.  Sturtevant. 
Samuel  C.  Perkins. 
Isaac  C.  Dunham. 
John  B.  Emmes. 
Robert  S.  White. 
Lucius  H.  Packard. 
Henry  C.  Packard. 
Joseph  Kenueily. 

This  band  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  May  8, 
1862. 

Deaths,  Casualties,  etc. — An  account  of  cas- 
ualties, deaths,  desertions,  promotions,  and  changes 
in  Company  F,  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Regiment: 

Alexander  Uichborn,  oapt.,  com.  June  20,  ISOl  ;  diacli.  May 
13,  1862. 

Alphous  K.  Harmon,  Ist  lieut.  Juno  2ll,  ISIil  ;  capt.  May  10, 
1862;  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run;  diich.  July  8, 
18C4,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years'  service  ;  ])ro.  acting 
provost-marshal  of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  l>ialrict  June, 
1864. 

Hiram  W.  Copeland,  2d  licut.,  com.  June  26,  ISOl  ;  disch.  Jan. 
8,  1862. 

John  S.  Stoddard,  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  of  the  12th  Itugt.  uf  .Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteers  as  a  private,  and  iuimediately  upon 
the  organization  of  the  company  was  appointed  orderly 
sergeant;  afterwards  commissioned  as  second  lieutenant 
May  13,  1862;  promoted  first  lieutenant  i)cc.  14,  1862. 
He  was  iu  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  narrowly  iscaped 
being  taken  prisoner;  but  by  his  native  shiewdness  and 
strategy  he  succeeded  in  getting  back  to  bis  regiment; 
iuimediately  after  Ibis  he  received  a  captain's  commission, 
dated  July  23,  1862;  be  fell,  while  leading  lii=  men  on  in 
the  very   face  of  the  enemy,   pierced   by  a  bullet,  killing 


Fernando  De  Argome. 
Minot  Thayer. 
Richard  B.  Atkinsori. 
William  Dubois. 
George  A.  Bates. 
James  S.  Bean. 
Louis  A.  Beaumont. 
Charles  M.  Capin. 
Nathaniel  Carver. 
John  Calnan. 
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him  iii:^(uutly,  May  10,  13C4,  in  the  battle  of  Spottsyl- 
vuiiia.  Vu.  In  all  iho  positions  that  bo  wus  callcii  to  bll  be 
proveii  biuiaell'  ruitbful,  un<l  anotbcerof  unusual  eapucity, 
while  bis  kind  and  considerate  regard  for  hia  men,  and  bis 
ever  genial  disposition,  made  hiin  a  favorite  with  all, 
wherever  he  wa^i  known,  and  the  couimunity  in  which  he 
liveii  have  ruason  todeplurc  the  loss  of  one  whose  soldierly 
(jualiiies  couiiaanded  the  respect  of  his  associates,  lie  wua 
buried  on  the  battle-Held  by  his  tuen. 

Nathan  II.  Crosby,  1st  sergt.,  discb.  for  disability  October, 
J  862. 

Charles  L.  Sproul,  ser^^t.,  disch.  by  order  from  War  Depart- 
ment Aui;.  I»  1863;  afterwards  attached  to  the  navy  on 
the  Mi:-sis:)ippi  River;  com.  as  l^it  lieut.  in  Co.  C,  60tb 
Massachusetts  Regt.  for  one  hundred  days'  service,  July 
11,  ISIU:  capl.  July  :1U. 

Francis  P.  Uoluics,  seryt.,  discb.  Sept.  1,  1S6I  ;  afterwards  re- 
enli^ted,  :ind  was  killed. 

James  B.  Sampson,  sergt.,  pro.  2d  lieut.  Sept.  IS,  1862,  and 
assigned  to  Co.  A  Jan.  1H,  1863;  takeu  prisoner  at  the 
battle  of  (leltysburg,  Pa,  and  was  an  inmate  of  Libby 
Prison,  Riubmoud,  Va. ;  was  a  prisoner  at  Columbia,  S.  C, 
where  he  ran  past  the  guard  with  two  other  fellow-captives, 
and  reached  the  Union  lines  in  safety,  after  a  perilous 
journey  of  tlirce  hundred  miles. 

James  S.  T:innctt,  corp.,  afterwards  sergt.,  died  July  13,  1862, 
of  typhoid  fever,  at  Manassas. 

Uriali  Macoy,  corp.,  afterwanls  lat  sergt.,  taken  prisoner  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  was  a  resident  of  Belle  Isle  Prison, 
Richmond,  Va.,  till  Mitrcb,  1864;  com.  as  capC.  of  Co.  C, 
GOth  Massachusetts  Regt.,  in  one  hundred  days*  service, 
July  1  Ich  ;  pro.  maj.  July  30,  1864  ;  must,  out  of  service 
Nov.  ;iU,  1864. 

Roswell  C.  Amsden,  corp.,  disch.  for  disability  Aug.  18,  1862. 

Galen  Edson,  corp.,  pro.  sergt.;  died  Feb.  20,  1S64,  at  Cul- 
pejier  Court-House,  Va.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battles  at 
Cedar  Mountain,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Second  Bull  Run, 
Fredericksburg,  Antietam,  and  Gettysburg.  He  was 
spoken  of  by  his  superior  officers  as  a  brave  and  faithful 
soldier,  always  at  bis  post,  never  shrinking  from  duty  or 
dangei'. 

Charles  11.  Reinhardt,  Corp.,  disch.  for  disability  May  30,  1862. 

Frederic  C.  Packard,  corp.,  trans,  to  Co.  D  Nov.  18,  1861,  and 
disch.  tor  disability  Oct.  17.  1862. 

Walter  D.  Packard,  corp.,  detached  as  hospital  clerk  at  Fred- 
erick, Md.,  and  hon.  discb.  July  8,  1864. 

Edwin  T.  Cuwell,  corp.,  trans,  to  the  United  States  Signal  Corps 
Jan.  13,  1864. 

James  Sullivan,  musician,  disch.  for  disability  Jan.  26,  1864. 

Joseph  11.  Lyncli,  wagoner,  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 

James  A.  Allen,  sergt.,  pro.  to  1st  lieut.  July  23,  1863  ;  sergt. - 
maj.  Jan.  25,  1S63. 

Luther  E.  Aldcn,  corp.,  trons.  to  Invalid  Corps  March  13,  1862, 
and  afterwards  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps ;  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run. 

James  P.  .Vudrcws,  private,  must,  out  at  the  expiration  of  ser- 
vice July  8,  1864  ;  wounded  at  battle  of  Bull  Run  ;  released 
fri)m  Libby  Prison,  January,  1884. 

Leander  It.  Andrews,  private,  must,  out  at  exp.  of  service,  July 
8,  1864. 

John  Barry,  private,  slightly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam, September,  1862  ;  must,  uut  at  the  e.xp.  of  service, 
Julys,  I.H64. 

Henry  Bums,  private,  slightly  wounded  at  the  buttle  of  An- 
tietam .September,  ISU2  ;  uiust.  out  at  the  cxp.  of  survico, 
July  S,  1864. 


Eli  Bunker,  private,  slightly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Antietam 
September,  1862;  trans,  to  the  Invalid  Corps  Jan.  IG,  1^6-1. 
Henry  L.  Bunker,  private,  slightly  wounded   at  the   battle  of 
Antietam,  September,    1862;  must,  out  of  service  July  8, 
1864. 
William   H.  Bennie.  private,   disob.  on  account  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Bull  Run  Feb.  12,  1864. 
George  W.  Childs,  corp.,  killed  in  action  at  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.,  Dec.  18,  1862. 
John   D.  Creighton,  private,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds    re- 
ceived at  Bull  Run,  June  11,  1863. 
Malcolm  F.  Dbalberg,  private,  severely  wounded    at   the  battle 

of  Antietam;  died  Dec.  17,  1862. 
Thomas  Doyle,  private,  severely  wounded  at  tlte  battle  of  Bull 

Hun  ;  discb.  on  account  of  wouuds  Dec.  15,  1862. 
Albert  S.  Dean,  private,  disch.  for  disability  June  4,  1S62. 
Aaron  B.  Dodge,  private,  discb.  for  disability  Jan.  U,  1803. 
Joseph  P.  Davis,  private,  must,  out  of  service  .Fuly  8,  1S64. 
Sargent  Daniels,  private,  trans,  to  the  U.S.  Cav.  Oct.  13,  1861. 
Setb  Edson,  private,  diech.  for  disability  Dec.  19,  1862. 
Aaron  B.  Frost,  private,  died  in  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30, 1862. 
Joseph  W.  Freeman,  private,  disch.  for  disability  Deo.  12,  1862. 
Henry  W.  Freeman,  private,  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
Robert  F.  Fuller,  private,  trans,  to  the  Vet.  Res.  Corps  Jan.  16, 

1864. 
Andrew  J.Frost,  private,  died  at  Fairfax  Courl-House  Aug.  28, 

1862. 

John    C.    Greeley,    private,    trans,    to    brigade    headquiirters; 

wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run;   must,  out  of  service 

July  8,  1864. 

Warren  A.  Holmes,  private,  disch.  for  disability  March  14, 1863. 

Linus  P.  Howard,  private,  killed  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull 

Run  Aug.  30,  1862. 
Ilufus  F.  Hull,  private,  disch.  for  disability  October,  1862. 
Albert  P.  Hovey,  private,  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
Nathaniel   H.  Hall,    private,  trans,    to   division    headquarters; 

must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
Christopher  T.  Harris,   private,  disch.  for  disability  Sept.  26, 

lft62. 
Volney  Howard,  sergt.,  pro.  to  brig.  com. -sergt.  July  12,  1863. 
Clarence  E,  Hartwult,  private,  trans,  to  the  U.  S.  Cav.  Oct.  13, 

1861. 
John  S.  Hamilton,  private,  died  of  smallpox  near  Washington, 

December,  1862. 
John  Hallihau,  private,  disch.  for  disability  Juno  II,  1863. 
Charles  Howard  (2d),  private,  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bull 
Hun;  di&>ah.  for  disability  on  account  of  wounds  Oct.  10, 
1862. 
William  W.  Hayden,  minor,  private,  discb.  June  28,  1862. 
Andrew  Jackson,  sergt.,  slightly  wounded    in    tbo  eye  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness ;  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
Laban  Jackson,  private,  wounded  in  the  sido  at  the  battle  of 

the  Wilderness;  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
Thaddeus  Keith,  Ist  sergt.,  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness May  6,  1864.      At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  at  the 
fore-front  of  the  battle,  where  he  gallantly  and  bravely  re- 
sisted several  onsets  of  the  enemy.      His  frank  aud  generous 
nature  made  bim  a  favorito  in  the  company. 
Benjamin  J.  Keith,  private,  disch.  for  disability  Dec.  28,  1361. 
Dexter  D.  Keith,  )>rivate,  disch.  for  disability  Jan.  2'J,  IH63; 
afterwards  re-enlisted;  lost  his  right  hand  in  the  battle  of 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  April,  1864,  and  taken  prisoner. 
Martin  M.   Keith,  private,  severely  woundcil  at  the  battle  of 

Bull  Run. 
Carl  A.  Lindstedt,  private,  slightly  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg;  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
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Timothy  O'Leary,  private,  trans,  to  New  York  Buttery;   must. 

out  of  service  July  8,  18G4. 
Francis  A.  Jluncliester,  private,  slightly  wounded  at  Antictam. 
Francia  N.  Maruni,  corp.,  l<illcd  in  action  at  second  battle  of 

Bull  Run,  Aug.  3il,  1SG2. 
Henry   E.   Moriey,  private,  slightly  wounded  at  the  battle  of 

Antietam  ;   must,  out  of  service  July  8,  18fi4. 
Isaac  S.  I'orter,  private,  trans,  to  the  Vet.   lies.   Corps  July  1, 

1S03. 
Jauie:!  A.  Packard,  corp.,  detached  for  hospital  duty  ;  must,  out 

of  service  July  8,  1364. 
Samuel  N.  I'ackard,  private,  discb.  for  disability  July  3,  18G3. 
Antliuuy   1*.  I'liillips,  private,  disch.   March  4,  1803;  trans,  to 

the  Seventy-third  Ohio  Regiment. 
George  A.   Perkins,  private,  killed  in  the  battle  of  Antietam, 

Sept.  17,  1862. 
Oilman  B.  Parker,  private,  slightly  wounded  at  the  battle  of 

Bull  Run. 
Henry  C.  Kichardaon,  private,  trans,  to  the  39th  Mass.  Regt. 

June  25,  1SG4. 
William  H.  Rugg,  corp.,  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
Herbert  Phillips,  private,  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
William    F.  Robinson,  private,  must,  out  of  service  July   8, 

1864. 
Osgood  King,  private,  trans,  to  the  Vet.  Res.  Corps  Sept.  18, 

1S63. 
Henry  Rogers,  private,  disch.  for  disability  March  4,  1863. 
Frederick  S.  Siwonds,  private,  severely  wounded  at  the  battle 

of  Bull  Run;  disch.  for  disability  March  13,  1S63. 
Frank   M.    Stoddard,   sergt.,   wounded  at   the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg; killed    at    the   battle   of    Spottsylvania,    Va., 

May  10,  1864. 
Francis   A.  Sanford,   private,   killed    at    tho   second    battle    of 

Bull  Run  Aug.  30,  1862. 
George  S.  Smith,  jirivate,  trans,  to  the  Vet.   Res.   Corps  Feb. 

20,  1864. 
Luther  T.  Snell,  private,  severely  wounded   at   the   battle  of 

Antietam  ;  disch.  for  disability  March  3,  1863. 
Harrison  Stevens,  private,  severely   wounded  at  the   battle  of 

AntieUini;  disch.  fur  disability  Dec.  2j,  1862. 
George  F.  Tinkhnm,  private,  severely  wounded  at  the  battle 

of  Antietam;  disch.  on  account  of  wounds  March  4,  1863. 
Epbniim  Tiukhum,  private,  wounded  at  Fredericksburg;   trans. 

to  tho  Vet.  Res.  Corps  March  15,  1862. 
Nathan  M.  Tripp,   private,  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
Joseph  J.  Vincent,  private,  pro.  hosp.  steward  March  20,  1863. 
George  B.   \V'alker,  private,  severely  wounded  ut  the  second 

battle  of  Bull  Run;  died  at  Washington  of  wounds  Sept. 

24,  1862. 
George  F.  Wliitcomb,  private,  diseh.  for  disability  Sept.  1,  ISGl. 
Thomas  W.  Wall,  private,  wuumled  at  the  battle  of  Antietam; 

disch.  for  disability  November,  1862. 
Lewis  B.  Wade,  private,  wounded  at  Fredericksburg;  detached 

as  provost-marshal;  must,  out  of  service  July  8,  1864. 
Herbert  0.  Moore,  jirivatc;   no  report. 
Webster   Ilovvard,  private,  detached  to  provost-guard;    disch. 

April  20,  1803. 
Jerome  R.  Hodge,  private,  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg 

Dec.  13,  1862. 
Franklin   JI.  Godfrey,  mu.^ieian,  disch.  from   the  12th  Rcgt. ; 

re-enl.  in  the  33d  Regt. ;  must,  out  of  servioo  July  8,  1864. 
Richard  Packard,  private,  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg Dec.  13,  1862. 
Samuel  E.  Chandler,  private,  pro.  to  4. m. -sergt.  Jan.  25,  1863. 
Freeman  R.  Ranney,  private,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  Sept.  17, 

1803. 


John  Howard,  private,  disch.  for  di<ability  Dee.  27,  1862. 

William  AVoods,  private,  diseh.  for  disability  .Jan.  1 1,  1863, 

Lyman  Allen,  private,  was  drafted  in  North  Bridgewater  July 
15,  1803,  and  was  detailed  to  do  guard  duty  at  Lung  [aland, 
where,  by  strict  integrity  of  character,  ho  won  the  conlidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  had  to  do.  With  others  be  was  sent 
to  the  front  and  attached  to  the  12th  Regt.,  and  wiis  killed 
in  the  first  battle  that  ho  was  engaged  in,  near  Spottsyl- 
vania, May  10,  1864. 

Rodney  M.  Leach,  private,  was  drafted  July  1j,  18ri3;  trans,  to 
the  39tb  Mass.  Regt.  June  25,  1S64  ;    wounded. 

Henry  L.  Winter,  private,  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
May  5,  1864. 

Names  of  those  having  deserted  from  Company  F, 
Twelfth  Regiment,  after  being  regu!;irly  enlisted  : 

John  L.  Colter,  private,  Aug.  30,  1862,  at  the  second  battle  of 

Bull  Run. 
Charles  E.  Reed,  private,  March  16,  1803,  at  Winchester,  Va. 
John  E.  Ford,  private,  July  22,  ISOl,  from   Fort  Warren,  Bos- 

tuu  harbor. 
Arthur  J.  O'Koefe,  private,  Aug.  30,  1802,  at  the  second  battle 

of  Bull  Run. 
Lawrence  Uurke,  private,  July  I,  1862,  at  Manassas  Junction. 

NAnnATivE  OF  THE  Twelfth  MissAcitusETTs  Recime.nt. — 
"On  the  23d  of  July,  1861,  this  regiment  left  Boston,  and 
arrived  at  Sandy  Hook,  ^Id.,  on  the  27tb  inst.,  and  ^vcnt  into 
camp.  They  marched  twenty-one  miles  to  the  Monoeaey  River, 
and  encamped,  remaining  there  several  days;  from  that  place 
they  marched  to  Hyattstown,  adistanee  of  six  miles;  10  Dames- 
town,  eighteen  miles;  to  Muddy  Branch,  seven  miles;  to  Ed- 
ward's P>rry,  fifteen  miles;  and  to  Seneca  Mills,  by  the  way  of 
Poolesville,  fifteen  miles.  They  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Frederick,  Md.,  having  arrived  through  Darnestown  Jnd 
Barncstown,  a  disUmce  of  thirty  miles.  Upon  tho  27th  of 
February,  1862,  they  broke  camp  at  Frederick,  and  wout  into 
camp  at  Shenandoah  City,  Va.,  distant  twenty-live  miles  from 
Frederick.  March  1st  they  went  to  Charkstown,  Va.,  by  the 
way  of  Bolivar  Heights,  a  distance  of  seven  miles;  tliey  left 
Cbarlestown,  March  10th,  for  Winchester,  Va.,  by  the  way  of 
Berryville,  twenty-four  miles;  marched  from  AVineliester  to 
Snicker's  <Jap,  by  the  way  of  Berryville,  ou  the  21st  of  March, 
eighteen  miles;  March  23d  went  to  Aldle,  distant  eiglitccn 
miles;  they  returned  to  Snicker's  Gap  on  the  2Uli,  from  whence 
they  marched  to  Goose  Creek,  distant  eleven  miles;  on  the  2Stli 
they  left  for  Cub  Run,  and  on  the  2ytb  marched  to  Bull  Run,  live 
miles.  They  were  uluiost  continually  on  tho  march  from  place 
to  place  through  the  Sbenunduah  Valley  between  the  1st  of 
April  and  August  lat,  seldom  remaining  long  in  ono  camp; 
August  Uth  they  were  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
in  which  they  lost  Capt.  N.  B.  Sliurtleff,  Jr.,  and  ten  men 
wounded  ;  after  this  they  made  several  marches  and  counter- 
marches, and  on  the  20th  of  August  were  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  tho  Rappahannock,  in  which  they  ."utleied  no  loss;  fioiu 
this  to  tho  30th  they  were  almost  constantly  on  the  march,  and 
on  the  day  last  mentioned,  in  an  engagement  at  (liovctown, 
near  Bull  Run,  Col.  Webster,  Cupt.  Kimball,  and  ten  men  were 
killed,  and  ono  hundred  and  tliirty-livo  men  were  wounded  and 
missing.  After  this  battle,  the  regiment  retreated  to  Cenlrc- 
ville,  arriving  there  the  next  day;  on  tho  14th  of  September, 
they  marched  to  South  Mountain,  and  were  engaged  in  that 
battle,  in  which  one  man  was  killed  and  live  wounded;  from 
that  place  tbey  went  to  Keedysville,  and  on  the  afternoon  of 
tho  lOtli,  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  bivouacked  for  the  night: 
they  engaged  the  enemy  at  live  o'clock  in  the  morning,  but 


HISTORY   OF   BROCKTON. 


G35 


were  ordered  to  leu7e  the  field  at  nine  a.u.,  and  withdrew  in 
good  order.  They  went  iuto  this  tight  with  three  liundrcd  aod 
twent>-tive  men,  and  loot  I'orty-sovcn  killed  and  une  liundred 
iLud  aixty-six  wnunded,  aeverul  uf  wbuiii  Hub^equently  died  of 
their  wuuiidd.  On  leaving  the  lield,  bringing  ort  their  regi- 
mental colors,  four  officers,  and  thirty-two  men,  they  volun- 
teured  to  support  a  battery;  after  which  they  rejoined  their 
brigade,  and  participated  in  ttie  pursuit  of  the  tlyiog  enemy, 
who  witbdievv  acrois  the  river. 

"  The  regiment  wad  at  thi:i  time  under  the  commuod  of  Capt. 
B.  F.  Cook,  of  Company  E.  On  the  2lld  of  Soplembor,  Col, 
James  L.  Uates  took  command  of  this  regiment.  From  this 
time  until  November  lOth  they  were  mostly  on  the  march  in 
Maryland  and  \'^irgiuta,  and  arrived  at  the  Rappahannock 
Station  November  Sth,  near  which  they  encamped. 

"At  the  battle  of  Fredericki^burg,  fouglit  on  iho  I3th  of  De- 
cember, lSt>2,  the  Twelfth  Regiment  was  in  Gen.  Gibbons' 
diviijion.  The  division  wa^  formed  in  three  brigade  lines,  and 
the  third,  commanded  by  Qen.  Taylor,  had  the  advunce,  tiie 
Thirteenth  Massachu:)etts  Regimeut  acting  ad  ^kirmi.ihers  for 
the  division.  Col.  Lyiu's  brigade,  composed  of  tho  Twelfth 
Massachusetts,  the  Twenty-sixth  New  York,  and  the  Nineteenth 
and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  Regiments  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  formed  the  second  liuc,  this  regiment  having  the 
right.  The  third  Hue  was  Col.  Root's  brigade,  the  Sixteenth 
Maine  Regimeot  having  the  right.  The  position  of  the  Twelfth 
Regiment  wad  taken  at  nine  o'clock  a.m.  ;  the  enemy  were  hidden 
from  view  by  a  thick  wood.  Our  men  remained  lying  down 
until  one  o'clock  p.m.  under  ii  brisk  tire  of  shot  and  ^hell,  the 
skirmi.sbers  being  hotly  engaged,  and  the  balls  of  the  enemy 
passing  over  us.  During  these  four  liours  there  was  but  one 
man  of  this  regiment  injured.  At  one  o'clock  the  signal  to  ad- 
vance was  given  to  the  whole  division  and  immediately  obeyed. 
A  heavy  tire  of  musketry  broke  from  the  whole  line  of  woods 
in  our  front.  Gen.  Tuylor'a  brigade  stootl  the  tiresome  thirty 
minutes,  when  the  brigade  in  which  was  this  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  relieve  them.  As  they  advanced  they  became  sepa- 
rated from  the  brigade  by  the  retiring  regiments  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  and  continued  to  advance  independently,  taking  a  posi- 
tion and  tiring  until  their  ammunition  began  to  fail.  Their 
brigade  bad  fallen  to  the  rear,  and  they  were  alone  until  the 
third  line  came  forward;  their  solid  ranks  broke  the  right  of 
this  line,  which  openeil  to  the  right  and  left  to  get  to  the  front, 
where  it  waa  quickly  formed.  The  Twelfth  P».cgimcnt  followed 
the  one  in  their  frtmt,  the  Sixteenth  Maine,  a  short  distance, 
aitd  being  out  of  ammunition,  wore  about  to  join  their  brigade 
in  the  rear,  wlien  they  were  ordered  by  Gen.  Taylor  to  pre- 
pare for  a  charge.  Tho  colonel  thereupon  gave  the  command 
to  fi-\  bayonets,  and  filed  to  the  right  of  the  brigade  and  charged 
with  them  into  the  woods  in  their  front.  About  two  hundred 
of  the  enemy  rushed  through  our  lines  and  gave  themselves  up 
aa  prisoner^  of  war.  We  carried  the  position  and  remained 
some  twenty  minutes  expecting  support,  hut  none  waji  in  sight 
and  the  men  were  constantly  falling  before  the  fatal  lire  of  an 
unseen  encn»y.  Captains  Ripley,  Reed,  Packard,  and  Clark, 
and  a  hundred  uf  the  men  had  fallen.  After  consulting  with 
the  olficers  the  colonel  gave  orders  to  about  face,  and  they  fell 
back  slowly  and  reluctantly  and  in  very  good  order,  bearing 
their  tattered  banners  witii  them  to  their  brigade.  After  reach- 
ing the  place,  they  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  where  they  were 
supplied  with  ammunition  and  rations.  They  remained  under 
arms  all  night,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  I4th  they 
were  ordered  to  another  position,  where  they  remained  till  the 
night  of  the  loth,  when  they  rccrosaed  the  river  to  Falmouth 
with  their  corps.  During  the  battle  the  Twelfth  was  under  tire 
six  hours,  and  their  loss  was  chietly  sustained  during  the  last 


two  hours.  During  that  time  they  had  6ve  officers  wounded 
and  lifteen  men  killed,  eighty-seven  wounded,  and  three  miss- 
ing, making  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and  Bve  out  of  two 
hundred  and  tifly-eight,  with  which   they  wont  into  tho  tight." 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1861,  the  President  called  for 
forty-two  thousand  und  thirty-four  volunteers  to  serve 
for  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  to  be  mus- 
tered into  infantry  and  cavalry  service;  also  for  an 
increase  of  the  regular  army  of  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fourteen,  making  nearly  sixty-tive 
thousand. 

The  number  required  of  Massachusetts  was  three 
regiments;  this  number  was  afterwards  increased  to 
six,  and  again,  by  the  persuasion  of  Col.  Fletcher 
Webster,  to  seven  regiments. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  Massachusetts  offered  ten 
more  regiments  to  the  United  States  for  three  years, 
which  were  accepted.  Under  these  calls  regimeuta 
were  filled  and  sent  to  camp  or  to  the  field  to  til!  up 
old  regiments,  as  they  were  needed. 

The  foliowiog  lists  will  show  the  regiments  in 
wliiuh  the  men  from  North  Bridgewuter  have 
served : 

First  Massachusetts  Cavalry. — List  of  Com- 
pany I,  First  Regiment  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Capt. 
Lucius  Richmond,  under  Col.  Robert  Williams : 

Nathaniel  Merchant,  1st  liout.,  disob.  Dec.  2C,  IStil. 

Freeman  H.  Shiverick,  1st  lieut. ;  pro.  from  2d  licut. 

Lewis  Cabot,  2d  licut. 

George  B,   Mussey,  com.-sergt. ;   Francis  A.  Richardson,  q.m.- 

sergt, 

Sert^eants, 

Robert  S.  Capeo.  Joseph  E.  Cole. 

William  S.  Uuntington.  (ieorge  N.  Holmes. 

George  W.  Leach. 


Corporals. 


Benjuuiin  Knight,  Jr. 
Jobeph  T.  Stevens. 
Augustine  A.  Colburn. 
Matthew  W.  Lincoln. 


Henry  T.  Daggett. 
A.  J.  Bailey. 

Richard  Adams. 
Giles  U.  Alexander. 
Martin  Argan. 
Caleb  Badger. 
Andrew  W.  Bartlett. 
Joseph  Bisbee. 
Franoia  A.  Blias. 
Jamed  Bayncs. 
Ezukiel  N.  Brown. 
Virgil  F.  BlaisdeU. 
Isaac  W.  Cox. 
Samuel  A.  Chandler. 


Itutjlert, 


Far 


Joshua  Turnhull. 
Koaeoc  Tucker. 
John  H.  Walker. 
Samuel  C.  Lovell. 


John  D.  Darlin" 


Alfred  Worthington. 


Privates. 


Richard  Cunningliam. 
Thomas  F.  C.  Dean. 
Joel  D.  Dudley. 
Edward  Drury. 
George  A.  Edson. 
Elihu  T.  Ellis. 
Joseph  C.  Estes. 
William  H.  French. 
Ebenezer  R.  Faxon. 
James  Fitzpatrick. 
Tolman  French. 
Charles  P.  Farnsworth. 
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Edward  T.  George, 
laauc  P.  Guynor. 
FruQcis  0.  Uurlow. 
Henry  P.  Hulmes. 
Ilir:im  F.  Howe. 
George  W.  IIuDt. 
Jamea  H.  Howlund. 
Freeruan  P.  llowlaod. 
Daniel  \V.  Jacobs. 
John  Jewett. 
Edward  T.  Jordiia. 
Caleb  H.  Joalyn. 
Andrew  J.  Keene. 
Nuiib  M.  Knight. 
Thomas  D.  Knight. 
William  II.  S.  Kimball. 
John  II.  Letinanl. 
Ellis  V.  Lyon. 
Kdward  A.  Lunt. 
Jeremiah  Leavitt. 
Daniot  Linnehan. 
Stephen  C.  Moulton. 
Andrew  Morse. 
Wilson  Orr. 


Uorace  F.  Pool. 
Isaac  R.  Porter. 
John  T.  Peterson. 
Cliarles  M.  Packard. 
Samuel  Patterson. 
Amaiidus  Uictiardson. 
Gilbert  G.  Richardson. 
William  W.  Itobinson. 
George  W.  Reed. 
John  A.  Stmllcy. 
Moody  K.  Stacy. 
Joseph  S.  Stone. 
William  A.  Smith. 
John  Sylvester. 
Edward  Tilden. 
James  II.  Tucker. 
William  A.  Vining. 
Rufua  II.  Willis. 
Henry  M.  Wheeler. 
Joseph  Ware. 
Nalhau  C.  Wood. 
Frederick  M.  AVurtman. 
Eugene  W.  Whitebouse. 


This  company  was  recruited  iu  North  Brid^ewater 
by  Capt.  Lucius  Iliciimond.  Iu  1853  a  drat;oun  com- 
pany was  chartered  in  the  town,  and  when  the  call 
was  made  for  men,  he  enlisted  aa  many  of  that  com- 
pany as  he  could,  and  offered  their  services  to  the 
y;overument,  and  was  accepted. 

The  company  left  North  Bridgewater  in  the  morn- 
ing train  for  Camp  Brigham,  Readville,  on  the  11th 
of  September,  1861.  Before  leaving  the  town  the 
company  partook  of  a  collation  at  their  armory,  and 
then  marched  tlirough  the  principal  streets  in  the  vil- 
lage to  the  music  of  drum  and  fife,  escorted  by  a 
large  concourse  of  citizens,  with  Engine  Companies 
Nos.  2,  3,  and  5.  Tiie  streets  were  filled  with  an 
eager  crowd  to  witness  their  departure  and  bid  them 
farewell. 

The  regiment  left  the  State  in  battalions.  The 
First  Battalion  left  on  the  25th,  the  Second  on  the 
27th,  the  Third  on  the  29th  of  December,  1861. 
The  Third  Battalion — consisting  of  Company  I,  of 
North  Bridgewater,  Capt.  Lucius  Richmond;  Com- 
pany K,  Capt.  James  H.  Case,  of  Middleboro'  ;  Com- 
pany L,  Capt.  William  Gibbs,  of  Waltliaiu  ;  Company 
M,  Capt.  Jlarcus  A.  Moore,  of  VValtham — left  Camp 
Brigham  Dec.  29,  1861,  by  the  way  of  the  "Shore 
Route"  to  New  Haven  and  New  York. 

Upon  their  arrival  in  New  York  lliey  had  a  colla- 
tion [iruvided  for  tiiem  at  Park  Barracks,  where  they 
remained  for  fourteen  days.  Left  New  York  for  Port 
Royal  in  steamer  "Marion,"  Jan.  11,  1862,  where 
they  arrived  after  a  passage  of  seventy -two  hours. 
Camped  at  Hilton  Head  till  about  the  1st  of  August. 
From    thence   removed   to   Beaufort,  S.  C. ;  was  en- 


gaged iu  the  battle  of  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  during  which 
three  men  were  slightly  wounded  in  Company  I. 
Afterwards  remained  in  camp  till  April  1,  1863,  when 
twenty-five  men  were  detached  for  courier  duty  on 
Morris  and  Folly  Islands.  On  the  last  of  May  the 
remainder  of  the  company  was  ordered  from  Beaufort 
to  Hilton  Head,  and  again,  on  the  7th  of  June,  fifteeu 
were  ordered  to  James  Island,  under  Gen.  Terry. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  Capt.  Richmond  was  placed 
in  command  of  fourteen  infantry  companies,  forming 
the  picket-line  from  Hilton  Head  to  Cariboque  Sound, 
near  Fort  Pulaski;  removed  to  headijuarters  at  Hil- 
ton Head,  Jan.  4,  1864.  Ordered  to  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  February  5th,  whore  tliey  arrived  on  the  Stli  of 
February.  Here  they  joined  Capt.  Elder's  First 
United  States  Battery  of  four  guns,  and  the  Fortieth 
Massachusetts  Regiment  Mounted  Infantry,  under 
command  of  Col.  Guy  V.  Henry.  These  companies 
were  brigaded  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Henry,  as  acting  brigadier-geueral. 

These  forces  started  on  an  expedition  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  into  the  country  on  the  day  of  their 
arrival,  and  duriug  the  first  night  surprised  and  cap- 
tured four  picket-posts  of  five  men  each,  and  capiured 
an  artillery  camp  of  eight  guns,  called  Camp  Fin- 
negan,  after  which  they  proceeded  on  to  Baldwin 
Station,  on  the  Jacksonville  and  Tallahassee  R.iil- 
road,  where  they  arrived  at  sunrise,  Feb.  9,  1S64, 
and  captured  four  cars  loaded  with  ammunition, 
cannon,  and  forage,  and  also  a  C|uantity  of  turpen- 
tine, rosin,  and  cotton.  On  the  10th,  uriived  at 
Barber's  Ford,  on  the  South  Fork  of  St.  Mary's 
River.  Here  the  forces  engaged  in  tight  about  noon. 
During  this  engagement,  Thomas  F.  C.  Dean,  of 
Stoughton,  was  killed.  He  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany I,  from  North  Bridgewater.  Four  men  were 
slightly  wounded.  The  Union  forces  captured  forty- 
five  prisoners.  The  next  night  they  biv(maLked  at 
Sandersonville,  alter  driving  Finnegan's  forces  from 
there,  which  was  his  headquarters  at  that  time. 

After  destroying  distillerie.s,  corn,  etc.,  started  for 
Lake  City,  and  arrived  within  one  and  a  half  miles 
of  tbat  place,  when  they  engaged  Gen.  Finncgtin's 
force,  in  sight  of  the  city.  After  a  .severe  fight  of 
about  two  hours,  ammunition  becoming  short,  and 
having  no  supply-traiu,  they  fell  back  to  Barber's 
Ford,  by  order  of  Gen.  Seymour. 

On  the  15lh  of  February,  went  to  Callihaii  Station, 
on  the  Gainesville  and  Fernandina  Railroad.  At  St. 
Mary's  River,  destroyed  three  ferries,  and  returned  to 
Barber's  Ford  on  the  19th  of  Feljruary.  On  the 
tbilowing  day,  Gen.  Seymour  engaged  the  rebels  at 
Olustee  with   five  thousand   men,   the  enciuy  having 
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thirteen  tliousiiiid  men.  After  a  severe  fight,  both 
siJes  fell  hack.  On  their  retreat,  the  Union  forees 
de.stroyeJ  Baldwin  village.  Fou;.'lit  at  Camp  Finnc- 
gan  February  2Hd,  Mile  Run,  February  liTuh. 

On  the  3(ltli  of  March  the  battalion  was  ordered 
to  Pilatk.i,  Fla.,  where  they  remained  fourteen  days. 
While  there  they  lu^t  four  men  while  on  picket  duty, 
—  Matthew  Lincoln,  of  Abiii<;ton  ;  H.  F.  Poole,  of 
Eastun  ;  John  Sylvester,  of  East  Bridy;ewater ;  Ros- 
coe  Tucker, — who  were  carried  to  Audersonville 
Prison;  the  last  three  have  since  died.  On  the  14th 
of  iMarch  the  battalion  evacuated  Pilatka.  At  this 
time,  part  of  the  company  having  re-enlisted  and 
gone  on  a  furlough  to  the  North,  Capt.  Richmond 
was  ordered  to  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  company  ;  stopped  there  three  days;  from 
thence  removed  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.  On  the  22d  of 
April  was  ordered  to  Viiginia;  embarked  for  Hilton 
Head,  and  arrived  there  next  day.  May  1st,  started 
for  Yorktown,  Va.  ;  arrived  May  3d;  joined  Gen. 
Gillmore,  May  8th,  at  Bermuda  Hundred.  The 
company  was  engaged  in  fights  on  the  8th  and  9th 
of  May  at  Swift  Creek  ;  was  engaged  in  front  of  Fort 
Darling  from  the  11th  to  the  16th  of  May,  and  fell 
back  to  Bermuda  Hundred  the  same  day.  On  the 
9th  of  June  was  engaged  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va. ; 
on  the  2Stli  of  September  was  in  front  of  Richmond, 
and  froiu  that  time  to  the  middle  of  November  was 
in  several  fights.  About  the  15th  of  November,  was 
ordered  to  the  headf|uarters  of  the  Army  of  the 
James,  under  Gen.  Butler,  and  was  employed  on  es- 
cort and  courier  duty.  Capt.  Richmond  was  honor- 
ably discharged  Dec.  17,  1864,  after  thirty-nine 
months'  service,  in  which  he  proved  himself  a  brave 
and  good  officer.  In  the  advance  from  Jacksonville 
to  Lake  City  it  was  Capt.  Richmond's  company  that 
led  the  advance,  capturing  and  first  engaging  the 
forces  of  the  enemy  in  front,  and  was  in  almost  every 
instance  successful. 

In  18U4  this  company  was  consolidated  into  the 
Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  so  that  the  history  of 
those  from  North  Bridgewater,  or  belonging  to  Com- 
pany I,  may  be  found  in  that  regiment. 

List  of  men  from  North  Bridgewater  in  Company 
K,  First  Ma.-<sachusetts  Cavalry,  Capt.  James  11. 
Case,  of  Bridgewater : 


EJuiiinil  Cruckett. 
Jur^t-fill  Ditiu. 
WnlJu  Field. 
John  SiiDODda. 


Austin  II.  Siiuw. 
liiruiit  Thii,ver. 
William  Welsh. 


Deaths,   Casualties,   etc. — List    of   changes, 
casualties,  deaths,  etc.,  that  have  occurred  in   Com- 


pany  I,  of  the  First  Massachusetts   Cavalry,   under 
Capt.  Lucius  Richmond : 

FreeuiuD  H.  Shiverick,  Ist  lieut.,  resigneil  July  23,  IS62. 

Lewi^  Cabot,  2ii  lieut.,  traos.  to  the  4(b  Ma.^8.  Cav. 

B.  Knif^ht,  Jr.,  Corp.,  didch.  for  disability  at  Beaufort,  Jtay  12, 

18G:<.     He  was  engaged  in  the  battle  uf  Pucutali^o,  Out.  22, 

lS(i2. 
George  N.  Holmes,  sergt.,  disch.  for  disability  April  23,  18(U. 
Jojepli  T.  Stevens,  oorp.,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  March  a  I,  1S62. 
A.  J.  Kccne,  private,  discb.  for  disability  at  lieaufoit,  April  22, 

1SG3. 
Joshua  Turnbull,  Corp.,  discb.  for  disability  Jan.  I'J,  18G3. 
A.  W.  Ijartlctt,  private,  died  at  Beaufort,  from  wounds  received 

at  Barber's  Ford,  Fla.,  Feb.  in,  1864. 
Joseph  C.  Stone,  private,  discb.  for  disability  at  Bedlue's  Island, 

New  York  Harbor,  Aug.  29,  1862. 
Henry  T.  Daggett,  bugler,  pro.  to  chief  bugler  of  the  regiment 

May  7,  1804. 
Uicbard  Adauis,  private,  diseh.  for  disability  April  2U,  1862. 
Virgil  S.  BlaisUell,  private,  discb.  for  disability  April  S,  1864. 
Caleb  Badger,   private,  disoh.  for  disability   July  U,  1863,   al 

Beaufort,  S.  C. 
Josejib  B.  Bisbee,  private,  died  July  14,  1862  ;  was  in  action  at 

Pucotaligo. 
Thomas  F.  C.  Dean,  private,  killed  at   Barber's  Ford  Feb.  12, 

1864.      He  was  in   action    on   James  and    Morris    Islands 

during  the  siege  of  Fort  Wagner  and  Pocutaligo,  S.  C. 
Tolman  French,  private,  discb.  for  ilisability  May  4,  1864. 
James  Fitzpatrick,  private,  trans,  to  the  Invalid  Corps  July  9, 

1863. 
Eben  H.  Faxon,  private,  disoh,  for  disability  at  Beaufort  April 

22,  1863. 
James  H.  Ilowland,  private,  discb.  for  disability  at  Hilton  Head 

April  8,  1862. 
John  Jewett,  private,  trans,  to  Co.  K  Dec.  23,  1861. 
Jeremiah  Leavitt,  private,  pro.  to  hospital  steward  1862. 
Edward  A.  Lunt,  discb.  for  disability  at  Beaufort  July  'J,  1863. 
(icorgo  B.    Mussey,   com. -sergt.,  trans,   to   the    non-com,    stutf 

April  9,  1862;  discb.  Deo.  10,  1862. 
Francis  A.  Kiubardson,  q.m. -sergt.,  discli.  for  disability  at  Hil- 
ton Head  December,  1863. 
Gilbert  R.  Uicbardson,  private,  discb.  Feb.  7,  1862. 
W.  A.  Smith,  private,  disch.  for  disability  at  Hilton  Head  April 

8,  1862. 
Frederic   M.   Wortman,  private,  fell  overboard   from  steamer 

"  Itebecca  Clyde,"  in  Port  Royal  harbor,  Feb.  0,  lb64,  in 

action  at  Pocotaligo. 
Hiram  M.  Wheeler,  private,  discb.  for  disability  at  Boston,  No- 
vember, 1862. 
R.  S.  Capcu,  private,  pro.  to  sergt. -maj.  in  the  4tb  Mass.  Cav. 
S.  C.  Lovell,  Corp.,  trans,  to  Co.  K  ;  pro.  to  ord. -sergt.  Aug.  23, 

1864. 
F.  A.  Bliss,  Corp.,  trans,  to  Co.  F;  pro.  to  q.m.-f.ergt.  Aug.  12, 

18B4. 
J.  E.  Colo,  private,    trans,  to  the  non-com.  stuff  as  saddler's 

sergt.  Sept.  lU,  1804. 
John  11.  Walker,  Corp.,  pro.  to  q. m. -sergt. ;  discb.  at  the  exp. 

of  service,  Sept.  24,  1864. 
Augustine  A.  Colburn,  corp.,  pro.  to  com. -sergt. ;  discb.  Sept. 

24,  1864. 
J.  H.  Leonard,  Corp.,  hon.  discb.  Sept.  24,  1864. 
Isaac  Cox,  private,  discb.  Sept.  24,  1864. 
William  S.  Huntington,  sergt.,  discb.  Sept.  24,  1864. 
George  N.  Hunt,  fergl.,  disch.  Sept.  24,  1864. 
F.  0.  Harlow,  sergt.,  disch.  Sept.  24,  1804. 
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D.  W.  Jacobs,  sergt.,  disch.  Sept.  2J,  186-t. 
John  T.  I'eterson,  scrgt. ;  disch.  Sept.  24,  ISG-t. 
J.  n.  Porter,  ser^t.,  diaeli.  Sept.  24,  18114. 

J.  D.  Darling,  buglor,  pro.  to  the  non-cuin.  st;itf  Sept.  25,  1864. 
H.  P.  Uoluics,  private,  diich.  Oct.  8,  1364. 
George  S.  Kichurds,  privLite,  disch.  Oct.  14,  1864. 
11.  F.  llowiird,  private,  dijch.  Oct.  3U,  1S64. 
A.  J.  Bailey,  farrier,  disch.  Oct.  3U,  1864. 

E.  W.  Whitehouse,  private,  disch.  Nov.  13,  1864. 

John  Sylvester,  private,  died  at  AndersonviUo  December,  1S64. 

lloacoe  Tucker,  private,  died  at  Florence,  S.  C,  Jan.  29,  1866. 

Horace  F.  Poole,  private,  died  on  the  passage  home  from  Flor- 
ence, where  lie  had  been  confined  iia  a  prisoner  of  war, 
March  9,  1865. 

Matthew  W.  Lincoln,  private,  was  a  prisoner  at  Florence;  ex- 
changed Aug.  9,  1865. 

U.  11.  Willis,  private,  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  January,  1865. 

Ueorge  W.  Leach,  private,  pro.  January,  1865. 

H.  S.  Kimball,  private,  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  in  colored  infantry  De- 
cember, 1864. 

Joel  D.  Dudley,  corp.,  killed  at  High  Bridge,  Va.,  April  6, 
1S65. 

Samuel  Patterson,  private,  captured  in  front  of  Jacksonville 
March  16,  1864. 

Ellis  V.  Lyon,  private,  died  Sept.  24,  1864;  funeral  Oct.  2, 
1S64. 

First,  Massachusetts  Regiment : 

Co.  E,  Capt.  Clark  B.  Baldwin,  John  Donahue. 

List  of  men  in  Ciipt.  Francis  H.  Tucicer's  company, 
Company  H,  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Massachu- 
setts Volunteei-s,  uodur  command  of  Col.  Georp;e  H. 
Gordon,  for  three  years'  service,  as  mustered  May  25, 
1861,  from  North  Bridgewater : 


.James  P.  Bell. 
John  Cullen. 
Richard  Casey. 
Benjamin  N.  Gardner. 
Charles  M.  Hall. 
Maurice  Keating. 


Patrick  Keeoan. 
Patrick  Murray. 
Linus  B.  Thomas. 
Jeremiah  Merca. 
Hugh  0.  Donald. 


List  of  men  in  Capt.  Ward  L.  Foster's  company. 
Company  G,  of  tlie  Seventh  Regiment  of  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Darius 
N.  Couch,  as  mustered  into  three  years'  service  June 
11,  1861,  from  North  Bridgewater : 


Charles  W.  George,  corp. 
James  S.  Newman,  corp. 
George  1..  Horr. 
Samuel  V.  Howard. 
Alonzo  S.  Uamillon. 
Kufsell  S.  Higgins. 
Oliver  llorton. 
Morgan  Jones. 
John  B.  Deun. 


Albert  D.  Hunt. 
Edward  B.  Leach. 
Francis  S.  Packard. 
Joseph  Iteynuliis,  Jr. 
Horace  M.  Clark. 
Jacob  Rotcli. 
Alfred  H.  Tilden. 
David  Thompson,  Jr. 
John  Griffin. 


We  also  find  the  following  names  iu-the  same  regi- 
ment as  follows : 

Co.  A,  Capt.  David  H.  Dyer,  John  B.  Cobb. 

Co.  IC,  Capt.  Franklin  P.  llorlow,  Walter  C.  Churchill. 

Co.  E,  Capt.  Horace  F.  Fox,  William  Douglas. 

List  of  men  in  Company  K,  Capt.  George  W.  Dut- 


ton's  company,  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  JLissachu- 
setts  Voluutcers,  Col.  Thomas  Cass,  as  mustered  into 
three  years'  service  June  15,  1861,  IVom  North 
Bridgewater : 


John  Lanagan. 
William  Linnehan. 
David  Maguire. 
William  Mitchell. 
Michael  Cunnell. 
Charles  0.  Collins. 
Michael  Clark. 
Patrick  Cunningham. 


John  Sweeny. 
John  Scannell. 
Dennis  Wheelan. 
James  Webb. 
Roger  Cunningham. 
William  Furrell. 
James  Gilbridgc. 
James  Harris. 


Also  in  Company  B,  Capt.  Cliristophcr  Piuiikett, 
June  15,  1861  : 

Thomas  Hogan.  Michael  Kelly. 

James  Riley.  John  Russell. 

John  Horan.  Patrick  Sheridan. 

Co.  E,  Capt.  John  R.  Tcague,  Michael  Horan. 
Co.  I,  Capt.  James  E.  McCalTerty,  Jr.,  Owen  Sweeney. 

A  list  of  men  from  North  Bridgewater  in  the 
Eleventh  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers  for 
three  years,  as  mustered  June  12,  1861  : 

Co.  B,  Capt.  John  H.  Davis,  Thomas  Donahue.  William  WaUh. 
Co.  C,  Capt.  Porter  D.  Tripp,  George  W.  Wood. 
Co.  E,  Capt.  James  R.  Bigelow,  Dennis  Downey,  Aliletu.'  Luther, 
Patrick  O'Brien,  Perley  A.  Doyle. 

In  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  of  Massacliu.setts  Vol- 
unteers, Company  K,  Capt.  William  P.  Blackmer,  is 

Charles  Drayton,  must.  June  26,  1 861. 

The  muster-rolls  of  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  Col.  James  Barnes,  contain  the  following 
names,  mustered  in  July  and  August,  1861  : 

Co.  A,  Capt.  Lewis  N.  Tucker,  James  Matbison. 

Co.  B,  Capt.  George  C.  Ruby,  William  Flanuagan. 

Co.  E,  Capt.  Thomas  Weston,  Samuel  Kimball,  Ferdinand  Rob- 
inson, David  Sanford,  Thomas  W.  Childs,  Huw.ird  P. 
Keith. 

Co.  F,  Capt.  Henry  Onion,  Thomas  P.  Loyden. 

Co.  H,  Capt.  Joseph  W.  Cullingwooil,  Jamos  F.  Willis. 

C(f.  I,  Capt.  Frederic  D.  Forrest,  Ira  Uoleher. 

Twentieth  Regiment,  Col.  W.  Raymond  Lee  : 

Co.  H,  Capt.  George  M.  Macy,  George  H.  llowanl. 
Co.  I,  Capt.  A.  W.  Beckwitli,  James  Baincy. 

Twenty-second  Regiment,  under  couini.iiid  nf  Col. 
Henry  Wilson  and  Col.  Jesse  Gove: 

Co.  D,  Capt.  John  F.  Dunning,  Francis  E.  Allen,  IMward 
Lathrop. 

Twenty-third  Regiment,  Col.  Joliii  Kartz  : 
Co.  K,  Capt.  Carlos  A.  Hart,  Moses  Paron. 

Twenty-fourth  Regiment,  Col.  Thumas  G.  Steven- 
son : 

Co.  G,  Capt.  Robert  F.  Clark,  George  A.  Howard,  Jo.ilin  How- 
ard, Paul  W.  Jackson. 
Co.  F,  Capt.  George  F.  Austin,  llemau  E.  Packard. 
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List  uf  iiieu  in  the  Twenty-eighiii  Regiment  of 
M;vsjsaeliusetts  Volunteers  : 

Co.  By  Capt.  Lawrence  P.  Burrett,  Philip  Donubue. 

Co.  C,  Capt.  Jubn   BreoDan,  Tiiuotb;  Cunnully,  Michael  Casy, 

Eitward  Duyer,  John   Doberty,  Edward  Magrane,  Thomas 

Maloney,  Thoniaj  Sullivan,  Uriah   Phillips,  John  Flanna- 

gan. 
Co.  I,  Capt.  G.  F.  McDonald,  Timothy    Regan,   Hugh   Riley, 

John  Cauara. 

Tweiity-nintii  Massachusetts  Regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  E.  W.  Peirce,  three  years'  service, 
18G1  : 

Co.  B,  Cupt.  Israel  N.  Wilson,  Anthony  La  Rochelle. 

Co.  C,  Capt.  Lebbeua  Leach,   Edward   F.  Droban,   David  W. 

Harden,  John  S.  Howard,  William  Keith. 
Co.  6,  Cnpt.  Charles  D.  Richardson,  George  W.  Pope. 

Thirtieth  Regiment,  Col.  N.  A.  M.  Dudley  : 

Co.  D,  Capt.  Marsh  A.  Ferris,  D.  M.  Rochester. 

Thirty-second  Regiment,  Col.  Francis  J.  Parker : 

Co.  B,  Capt.  George  L.  Prescott,  Charles  Augustus. 
Co.  G,  Capt.  Charles  Bowers,  Julius  R.  Churchill. 
Co.   H,   Cupt.    Henry   \V.   Moulton,  Sylvester  Ru3sell,   Daniel 
Shannahan. 

Again  the  President,  at  the  request  of  the  various 
Governor.s  of  the  loyal  States,  issued  a  proclamation 
July  1,  1862,  calling  for  three  hundred  thousand 
more  volunteers  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during 
tlie  war.  The  number  of  regiments  sent  from  the 
State  up  to  this  date  was  twenty-seven,  besides  thir- 
teen unattached  companies,  making  in  all  thirty-one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  men. 

The  quota  for  Massachusetts  was  fifteen  thousand  ; 
the  nuiiiber  called  for  from  North  Bridgewater  was 
fifty-two.  In  response  to  the  above  call,  a  legal  meet- 
ing of  the  town  was  held  at  the  new  church  vestry 
July  19,  1862,  at  which  it  was  "  voted  to  borrow  five 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  for  a  term  of  years  ;  and 
to  pay  one  hundred  dollars  each  to  any  person  that 
should  volunteer  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  lute  call  of  the  President." 

After  remarks  by  several  gentlemen  present,  the 
following  resolutions  were  offered  by  D.  C.  Cowell, 
and  adopted : 

"  lienolnetl.  That  earth  has  never  seen  a  holier  war  than  that 
now  wajjcd  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  put 
down  rebellion;  and  that  we  should  be  derelict  and  criminal 
in  the  bijjheit  degree,  if  we  failed  to  make  every  needful  sacri- 
fice, in  order  to  transmit  to  our  posterity  the  glorious  heritage 
of  popular  government. 

"  lieiulceil,  That  we  hail  with  satisfaction  the  recent  legisla- 
tion in  Congress,  as  an  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  government 
that  treason  and  rebellion  shall  be  promptly  and  effectually 
crushed. 

"  Regulveil,  That  there  shall  be  paid  from  the  town  treasury 
to  each  volunteer  from  this  town,  who  shall  enlist  on  or  before 


the  30tb  inat.,  until  our  quota  is  complete,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

'*  HeHotvett,  Thot  while  the  citizens  of  this  town  will  endeavor 
to  do,  and  will  do,  their  duty,  and  their  whole  duty,  they  have 
a  right  to  expect  that  those  in  authority,  whether  in  Congress, 
the  c.-Lbiuet,  or  the  field,  will  pursue  a  vigorous  policy,  and  make 
war  in  earnest,  until  the  last  rebel  has  laid  down  his  arms,  and 
acknowledge  paramount  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

"  litholued,  That  justice,  which  is  the  only  sound  policy  and 
the  best  economy,  demands  that  the  government  should  call 
upon  every  loyal  person  without  distinction  of  complexion  or 
race,  within  the  rebel  States,  to  rally  around  the  Uag  of  the 
Union,  and  should  give  freedom  and  protection  to  all  who  obey 
the  call,  and  that  the  neglect  in  the  future  so  to  do  wilt  be  a 
stupendous  blunder,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world." 

Immediately  after  the  above  meeting,  the  business 
of  recruiting  and  filling  the  town's  quota  was  brisk, 
resulting  in  the  following  persons  enlisting  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war. 

In  the  Thirty-third  Regiment  of  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  for  three  years'  service,  Col.  Albert  C. 
Maggi  commander,  we  find, — 

EtUUted  in  Juij  and  Auyuvt,  1862. 
Co.    B,    Capt.    James    Brown,    Andrew    Anderson,    Alexander 

Turner. 
Co.  H,  Cupt.  Edward  B.  Blasland,  Thomas  Droban,  Charles  0. 

Flannagan,    Arthur    Molntee,    Peter    Donahue,     Patrick 

MeKstee. 
Co.  I,  Capt.  Elisha  Doane,  Caleb  Atbearns,  Albert  B.  Dunbar, 

Matthew  Grady,  Gustavus  Arfridson,  Daniel  Feeley,  Oliver 

M.  Holmborg,  Joseph  Beats,  John  Finnegan,  John  Maguirc, 

Charles  Strounuec. 
Co.  M,  Capt.  B.  Frank  Rogers,  William   O'Brien,  John   H.  T. 

Sanford,   John  Mason,  Harrison    L,  Higgins,  Charles  F. 

Swanstrom. 

List  of  men  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteers  for  three  years'  service.  Col. 
Edward  A.  Wild  commander: 

Enlisted  in  July  and  Aufjuat,  1862. 

Co.  A,  Capt.  Stephen  H.  Andrews,  Thomas  P.  Barnfield,  Albert 
G.  Drake,  Marcus  £.  Packard,  Aldeu  Cusbing,  Charles  X. 
Packard,  Edwin  L.  Snow,  Dudley  Wade,  Hcpry  C.  Ames. 

Co.  C,  Capt.  Tracy  P.  Cbeever,  Preston  Hulbrook,  Davis  B. 
Reynolds,  William  P.  Roberts,  Elmer  W.  Holmes,  llemun 
F.  Stranger,  John  Kendall,  James  Ide,  Horatio  D.  Snow, 
Edward  F.  Snow,  George  L.  Robinson,  Elisba  A.  Cashing, 
Henry  A.  Willis,  William  Deane. 

List  of  men  in  Company  K,  Thirty-eighth  Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  Timothy 
lugrahum  : 

Capt.  James  H.  Slade. 
George  A.  Jenks.  John  Kendall. 

Edmund  A.  Landers.  William  A.  W.  Averill. 

Gibbon  Sharp,  Jr.  Thonms  It.  Broudburst. 

Samuel  H.  Sanford,  Jr. 

Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Col.  P. 
Stearns  Davis  : 

Co.  A,  Capt.  George  S.  Nelson,  Sylvanus  E.  Packard,  George 
W.  Cole,  Samuel  Dean. 
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NcIsuD  Cudliiiian. 
Juhn  D.  Stiiifuril. 
A.  G.  Tiokiiaui. 


Co.  F,  Capt.  Joseph  J.  Cooper,  Fernando  C.  Skinner. 
Co.  II,  Capt.  Cliarlcs  N.  Hunt,  Francis  J.  Cliilds,   Epliraim  F. 
Howard. 

List  of  men  in  Company  A,  Capt.  James  T.  Lurvey, 
Fortieth  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Cul. 
Burr  Porter : 

John  L.  Mii.^on. 
Luciud  ri.  I'erlvins. 
Albert  \V.  llaydun. 

The  followiiii;  men  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Massa- 
chusetts Liglit  Battery  in  July  and  Aujiust,  18U2,  for 
three  years'  service,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Achille  De  Vecchi : 

David  Brett.  Ilinry  Packard. 

Jiartlett  C.  Edson.  Eieazer  Cole. 

Henry  Feun.  H.  A.  Packard. 

Richard  Holhind.  Uouben  L.  Willis. 

John  H.  Kclley.  Austin  Packard. 
Ucnry  F.  Nasli. 

List  of  men  in  Tenth  Massacliusetts  Battery,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  J.  Henry  Sleeper,  for  three 
years'  service,  mustered  Sept.  9,  186- : 

John  P.  Apthorp.  Charles  N.  Packard. 

Franklin  Ward. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  18G2,  permission  was 
given  to  raise  a  company  of  heavy  anillery  fur  gar- 
rison duty  at  Fort  Warren,  Bostim  harbor.  This 
company  was  raised  by  Stephen  Cabot,  of  Boston. 

For  this  service  we  find  the  name  of 

John  (Jcary,  luuat.  March  ti,  I80-. 

Again  in  August  came  a  call  for  three  hundred 
thousand  more  troops,  as  follows : 

'*  Ordered,  First,  that  a  draft  of  three  hundred  thousand  mi- 
litia he  imuiediiitcly  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
to  servo  nine  months,  unless  sooner  discharged, 

*'  Ordtied,  Second,  that  if  any  State  shall  not,  hy  the  1 5th  of 
August,  furnish  its  quota  of  the  tulditiunal  three  hundred  thou- 
sand authorized  by  law,  the  delicieucy  of  volunteers  for  that 
State  shall  be  made  up  by  a  special  draft  from  the  militia. 

"  Edwin   M.  Stanton,  Sevreturt/  of  War." 

The  quota  for  Massachusetts,  under  this  call,  was 
nineteen  thousand  and  eighty.  In  response  to  this 
call  the  people  were,  as  in  the  previous  calls,  "  wide 
awake."  Early  on  Thursday  morning,  Aug.  21, 
1862,  a  large  handbill  was  circulated,  with  the  fol- 
lowing announcement;  "  War  vieeting !  G-rdud 
Tully  !  Volunteering  vs.  drafting .'  Rally  to  your 
coxuitry's  call!"  etc.  The  meeting  whicli  this  bill 
called  together  was  held  on  the  afternoon  of  Thurs- 
day, the  21st,  at  two  o'clock,  in  the  new  church  ves- 
try. Patriotic  speeches  were  made  by  Hon.  B.  W. 
Harris,  of  East  Bridgewater,  J.  C.  Cluer,  of  Boston, 
and  others  of  the  town,  the  sentiment  of  the  meeting 
being  decidedly  iu   favor  of  crushing  the   Rebellion. 


This  meeting  closed  at  five  o'clock  p.m.,  to  give  way 
for  a  legal  town-meeting  to  be  held  iu  the  same  place. 
At  the  close  of  this  meeting,  which  had  been  ad- 
journed to  the  Saturday  following,  after  remarks  by 
several  persons  present,  the  following  resolutimis  were 
offered  by  David  L.  Cowell,  whiuh  were  adupted  by 
the  meeting  : 

"  Jietoti'edf  That  the  citizens  of  North  Bridguwatci-,  in  I'ur- 
nisiiing  their  quota  of  the  three  hundred  thou-and  volunteers 
for  three  i/eiim,  and  the  additional  quota  fitr  innr  imtutli-i,  have 
neither  e.vhausted  their  means  nor  their  patrioii>m,  but  tlitit 
they  are  ready  to  respond  to  another  call,  and  still  another,  if 
necessary,  to  put  down  Ireueun  and  rthtUit-n. 

*^  ReHutut'd,  That  the  present  rebellion  is  an  insurrection  nf 
political  slaveholders  against  republiciin  iu.^titutions.  and  iherc- 
fore  the  power  of  slavery  should  henceforth  be  turned  to  the  use 
of  freedom  ;  that  the  slaves  of  rebels  should  be  tiberaleil,  and  as 
many  of  them  as  are  willing  armed;  and,  while  we  have  uti^va- 
vering  eonlidenco  iu  the  honesty  and  patriotism  of  the  Presi- 
dent, we  earnestly  implore  him  to  have  faith  in  the  people,  and 
yu  utiead. 

"  JieHulved,  That,  without  detracting  from  the  inciit  of  those 
who  have  gone  before,  the  alacrity  with  which  our  young  men 
come  forward  in  response  to  the  call  fur  nine  months'  men  em- 
inently entitles  them,  under  the  peculiar  circutn^lauces  of  the 
case,  to  be  called  volunteers." 

The  number  that  had  enlisted  up  to  the  close  of 
the  meeting  was  seventy,  each  of  whom  generously 
offered  to  relinquish  fifty  dollars  of  their  bounty  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  its  voted  by  the  town 
to  be  paid  to  each  volunteer. 

From  Aug.  25  to  Dec.  9,  18G2,  the  following  per- 
sons enlisted  in  the  nine  months'  service,  as  appears 
on  the  rolls  of  the  various  companies  from  North 
Bridgewater: 

List  of  men  in  Company  K,  from  North  Bridge- 
water,  in  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiimnt  of  Vol- 
unteers, for  nine  months'  service,  under  Cul.  Silas  P. 
Richmond,  from  Sept.  23,  1862  : 


Samuel  Bales,  capt. 
Augustus  Davenport, 
N.  M.  Davenport,  Jr. 
Luther  M.  Morse. 
Albert  L.  Marshall. 
Isaac  P.  Osborne. 


James  H.  Packard. 
Shepard  U.  Wili.ur. 
Nathan  F.  Packard. 
George  Plielau. 
Henry  L.  .Manly. 
Elisha  Reynolds. 


The  above  regiment  served  iu  the  cummencement 
of  the  war  as  three  months'  volunteers  from  the  old 
militia  organization.  After  their  term  of  service  at 
Fortress  Monroe  had  expired  it  returned  to  its  old 
place  in  the  militia  of  Massachusetts.  When  the 
call  was  made  for  a  draft  of  nine  months'  men,  the 
Third  Regiment,  Col.  Silas  P.  Richmond,  volunteered 
at  once,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Joe  Hooker,  at  Lake- 
ville,  where  it  filled  up  its  ranks  to  the  full  reijuire- 
mcnt.  The  above  company  embarked  on  board  the 
steamers  "  Merrimac"  and  "  Mississippi, "  at  Boston, 
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Albert  S.  Peck. 
Muttbow  T.  PiokarJ. 


Oct.  Ii2,  1862,  and  sailed  for  Beaufort,  N.  C,  the 
same  evening.' 

List  of  men  in  Company  E,  Fourtii  Regiment  of 
Massacliusetts  Volunteers,  Col.  Henry  Walker,  for 
nine  uionths'  service,  from  Sept.  26,  1862: 

Lewis  .Soule,  capt. 
Henry  F.  Dourborn. 

TIlis  regiment  went  into  Camp  Joe  Hooker,  at 
Lakeville  ;  afterwards  in  service,  under  Gen.  Banks, 
at  New  Orleans. 

List  of  men  in  Company  C,  Forty-second  Regiment 
of  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  Col.  Isaac  S. 
Burrill,  fur  nine  months'  service,  mustered  in  October, 
1862: 

Orvillc  W.  Leonard,  capt.  Albert  Tbooipson. 

Frederick  C.  lilaochard.  Tboiuiui  M.  Furrell. 

Augustus  Bowloy.  Hiram  A.  Freeman. 

Cbrintupber  Corcoran.  Volney  H.  Dunbar. 

Swiin  P.  Colberg.  Cornelius  Dully. 

Josiab  Edsun.  Frank  Langren. 

Leruy  S.  Hamilton.  Hugh  llclntire. 

James  Ivenyon.  Robert  Owens. 

David  Murpby.  George  F.  Parker. 

William  MoQrane.  jMicbael  RearJon. 

Patrick  McGrane.  Thomas  Kelly. 

Andrew  P.  Olaon.  James  Corcoran. 
Willard   F.  Packard. 

This  regiment  was  recruited  at  Camp  Meigs,  Read- 
ville,  the  nucleus  of  which  was  the  Second  Regiment, 
afterwards  changed  to  the  Forty-second.  It  was  or- 
dered to  Gen.  Banks'  department,  in  the  Gulf,  and 
was  on  duty  at  New  Orleans,  Galveston,  and  Carroll- 
ton,  La. 

List  of  men  in  Company  K,  Forty-third  Regiment 
of  Massacliusetts  Volunteers,  under  Col.  Charles  L. 
Holbrook,  mustered  Sept.  16,  1862,  for  nine  months' 
service : 


J.  Emory  Rounds,  capt. 
Cyrus  F.  Copeland. 
Aaron  S.  Harlow. 
Jobn  S.  Perry. 
Martin  V,  B.  Dunham. 


Daniel  B.  Lovell. 
Qeorge  H.  Fullerton. 
Sherman  T.  Merea. 
Charles  Tillson. 


This  regiment  was  recruited  through  the  influence 
of  the  Second  Battalion,  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia,  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  otherwise  known 
as  the  "  Tiger  Regiment ;"  was  in  camp  at  Readville  ; 
left  camp,  and  embarked  on  board  transport,  Oct.  24, 
1862,  and  sailed  for  Newberne,  N.  C,  where  it  was  in 
service  in  Gen.  Foster's  division. 

In  the  Forty- fourth  Regiment  of  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  Col.  Francis  L.  Lee,  nine  months'  service  : 

Co.  D,  Capt.  Henry  D.  Sullivan,  Howard  Davis. 

This  regiment,  otherwise  known  as  the  "  New  Eng- 

1  See  Col.  Riohmond's  "  Report"  for  further  items  conoeroiDg 
their  service. 
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land  Guard  Regiment,"  encamped  at  Camp  Meigs, 
Readville,  embarked  on  board  steamer  "  Merriinac," 
for  Newberne,  N.  C,  Oct.  22,  1863. 

List  of  men  in  the  Forty-fifth  Regiment  of  Volun- 
teers, for  nine  months'  service,  under  Col.  Charles  R. 
Codman,  Company  G,  Capt.  Jo.seph  Murdoek : 


George  E.  Allen. 
William  S.  lirett. 
Sydney  Chandler. 
Andrew  C.  (jibbs. 
Augustus  B.  Loriog. 
Richard  Field. 
Robert  S.  Maguiro. 
Moses  A.  Packard. 


Warren  Shaw. 
Qeorge  Thacher. 
Marcus  II    Reynolds. 
Cburles  E.  Tribou. 
William  U.  Voso. 
Charles  A.  Crocker. 
William  E.  Bryant. 
Davis  H.  Packard. 


This  regiment  was  well  known  as  the  "  Cadet 
Regiment,"  from  the  fact  that  many  of  the  ofBcers 
belong  to  that  organization ;  embarked  on  board 
steamer  for  Newberne,  N.  C,  Oct.  24,  1862,  where  it 
joined  Gen.  Foster's  forces.  They  were  engaged  in 
the  battles  of  Whitehall  and  Kinston. 

In  the  Forty-eighth  Regiment  of  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  for  nine  months'  service.  Col.  Ebeu  F. 
Stone,  Company  K,  Capt.  J.  S.  Todd,  we  find, — 

Charles  B.  Shaw,  must.  Deo.  9,  1862- 

This  regiment  was  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

This  completes  the  lists  of  those  who  were  from 
North  Bridgewater  in  the  nine  months'  service.  The 
foregoing  exhibits  all  the  regular  enlistments  in  the 
various  companies  in  Massachusetts  regiments.  We 
next  find  the  scattering  enlistments  as  follows : 

Men  in  the  Rhode  Island  contingent,  belonging  in 
North  Bridgewater,  previous  to  January,  1863 : 

George  B.  Bunker,  Albert  Matbison,  Thomas  0.  Mera,  Patrick 

Casey,  in  the  Third  Regiment. 
John  W.  Curtis,  in  the  Fourth  Regiment. 


Ninth  Rhode  Island  Battery  : 


Benjamin  Packard. 
Franklin  Reynolds. 
John  Pike. 


Edmund  Reynolds. 
Eben  Luther. 
William  H.  Wade. 


List  of  men  in  the  New  York  contingent,  from 
North  Bridgewater,  previous  to  January,  1863  : 

Terranoe  Connell,  Co.  K,  4tb  Re^. 
William  Fitzgerald,  Sickles'  brigade. 
Rufus  E.  Matthews,  mounted  rifles. 
Philip  MoDouald,  SUth  Regt. 
Hugh  Riley,  99lh  Regt.,  Co.  K. 

The  following  men  from   North  Bridgewater  were 
in  the  naval  service  previous  to  1863: 

William  W.  Paokard,  enl.  Feb.  10,  1861  (3  years),  on  "  King- 
fisher ;"  pro.  to  capt.  steward. 

Charles  H.  Packard,  enl.  Sept.  12,  1862  (1  year),  on  "  Dacotah  ;" 
discb.  Sept.  12,  1863. 

Walter  L.  French,  enl.  Aug.  11,  1862  (1  year),  on  "  Ilonoh- 
baok  ;"  diseb.  Aug.  15,  1863. 
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George  F.  Packard,  enl.  Aug  12,  18G2  ( 1  yeur),  on  "  Daylight ;" 

discb.  JuDe  6,  1863. 
Samuel  J.  Wade,  enl.  Aug.  11,   1S62  (1  year),  on  "Miami;" 

disch.  Sept.  U,  1S63. 
Lorenzo  J.  Duin,  uul.  Aug.  11,  1862  (1   year),  on  "Miami;" 

disch.  Sept.  6,  1S63. 
Elijah   Smith,  enl.   Aug.    11,  1802   (1   year),   on   "Colorado;" 

disch.  September,  1863. 
S.  S.  Cburcbill,  enl.  Aug.  12,  1862  (1  year),  on  "  Housatonic;" 

diioh.  Sept.  17,  1863. 

Names  of  persons  drafted  in  North  Bridgewater, 
Sub-District  No.  27,  July,  1863  : 

Rufua  E.  Howard.  Leonard  C.  Stetson. 

Rufus  Copcland.  Francis  Crctt. 

Ellison  Hawes.  Henry  .M.  Jackson. 

Charles  H.  Gary.  Charles  H.  Phillips. 

Levi  Le:icli.  Perez  McFarland. 

John  D.  Thayer.  Nathaniel  B.  Blackstone. 

Michael  McSweeney.  John  W.  Hay  ward. 

Josiah  E.  Packard.  Samuel  A.  Holbruok. 

Uenry  Cross.  James  McGuire. 

Lorenzo  D.  Bates.  Sylvanus  C.  Stetson. 

(The  abovo  persons  paid  a  commutation  fee  of  three 

hundred  dollars  each.) 

Simeon  W.  Edson.  George  M.  Nash. 

George  W.  Andrews.  Lyman  Allen. 

William  H.  Scarle.  Rodney  M.  Leach. 
Luther  H.  Hollis. 

{The  last  named  were  sent  to  rendezvous.) 

Warren  A.  Howard.  Simeon  D.  Carr. 

John  P.  Bertman.  Lysander  F.  Gurney. 

Joseph  Bullard.  Francis  L.  Wilder. 

George  E.  Sturtevant.  Pelham  Jones. 

Zina  Hayward  (2d).  Lyman  E.  Tribou. 
Edwin  Howard. 

(Each  furnished  substitutes.) 

A  proclamation  w;i3  issued  Oct.  17,  1863,  calling 
for  three  hundred  thousand  more  soldiers  for  three 
years  or  during  tiie  war,  and  "  in  all  places  where  the 
quotas  are  not  filled  on  or  before  Jan.  5,  1864,  on 
that  day  a  draft  will  be  enforced."  In  the  enlist- 
ments under  this  call,  they  were  for  one,  two,  or 
tltree  years,  and  in  any  company  that  was  not  full, 
and  hailing  from  the  same  State  that  the  recruit 
resided  in. 

In  the  First  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillery  from 

Massachusetts,  mustered  in  November  and  December, 

1863,  lor  three  years,  are  the  following  : 

David  W.  Graves.  Daniel  B.  Eames. 

Luther  Shcpardson.  John  E.  Hollis. 

Prank  E.  Drake.  Charles  E.  Jernegan. 

List  of  persons  from  North  Bridgewater  in  the 
Second  Heavy  Artillery,  mustered  into  three  years' 
service  in  August,  October,  and  December,  1863: 


William  E.  Bryant. 
William  Kerrigan. 
Christopher  Brannagau. 
William  Murphy. 
Jonathan  W.  Shaw. 
Philip  Saxton. 


John  M.  Weiitworth. 
George  T.  Whitcomb. 
James  ColTee. 
Joesph  Hurley. 
Dexter  D.  Keith. 
Sumuer  A.  Smith. 


Veteran  Reserve  Corps : 

Nebemiafa  C.  Ivers,  three  years ;  must.  Oct.  21,  186.1. 
Patrick  Powers,  one  year ;  must,  Nov.  11,  1^63. 
Morris  Glaucy,  three  years;  must.  Nov.  24,  1863. 

Fifty-sixth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  : 

Co.  A,  Capt.  George  A.  Fletcher,  Warren  S.  Gurney,  must,  for 

three  years,  Dec.  26,  1863. 
Co.  G,  Samuel  T.  Packard,  must.  Jan.  13,  1804. 

Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  three  years'  service: 

Fisher  Copcland,  must.  Dec.  2y,  1863. 
George  H.  Matthows,  must.  Jan.  1,  1864. 
Patrick  Donahue,  must.  Oct.  30,  1863. 

March  14,  1864,  an  order  was  given  to  the  various 
provost-marshals  throughout  the  State,  by  order  of 
President  Lincoln,  to  draft  two  iiundied  thousand 
men  as  a  reserve  force,  in  addition  to  the  Cve  hundred 
thousand  called  for  in  February,  1864,  to  be  used  in 
the  army,  navy,  and  marine  corps  of  the  United 
States. 

The  different  towns  were  allowed  till  April  loth  to 
fill  their  quota  under  this  call  by  volunteering. 

Under  this  call  the  following  persons  were  in  ser- 
vice in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  of  the  United 
States : 


Patrick  Powers. 
Daniel  Delaney. 
Simeon  Dowling. 
Caleb  Badger. 
Edward  Creedan. 
Thomas  Havy. 
El  bridge  L.  Leach. 


James  Faddcn. 
Turner  T'orrcy. 
Dauicl  Donahue. 
Patrick  Lynch. 
Edward  P.  P^akard. 
Cyrus  L.  Williaius. 


First   Brigade,  First    Division,  Twentieth    Corps, 
United  States  troops : 


Orlando  Dow. 
Alden  B.  Winns. 
John  L.  lUhhard. 
A.  M.  Robinson. 
George  A.  Stone. 


William  Kearney. 
Otis  H.  Hamilton. 
George  H.  Stearns. 
Nathaniel  McKiuslcy. 


The  following  persons  were  obtained  to  fill  up  the 
town's  quota  under  call  of  March  14,  1SG4  : 

Three   Yearn'  Jiecruile  obtainetl  nt    li'ttbliinyton, 
James  Wilson,  Alay  2,  1864,  1st  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
James  Rexss,  May  2,  1S64,  1st  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
Gertbref  Wentgel,  May  2,  1864,  1st  Uegt.,  Uc^e^ve  Cjrps. 
Charles  Hammond,  May  2,  1864,  Ist  Kegt.,  Reserve  Curps. 
Uenry  A.  Levick,  May  2,  1864.  Ist  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
Lyman  A.  Root,  May  2,  1864,  Ist  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
William  Hunt,  May  2,  1864,  1st  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
George  J.  Miller,  May  2,  1864,  1st  Regt.,  Reaoivc  Corps. 
George  Jordan,  May  3,  1864,  1st  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
James  R.  Brown,  May  3,  1864,  1st  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
Michael  F.  Kolley,  May  3,  1864,  lat  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
James  D.  Cole,  May  3,  1864,  Ist  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
Baptist  Sawyer,  May  3,  1864,  1st  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
Adolpbus  Richards,  May  2,  1804,  1st  Regt.,  Reserve  Corps. 
James  S.  Badger,  April  30,  1804,  Ist  Battery. 
Nathaniel  Colman,  May  1,  1864,  22d  Regt.,  Co.  H. 
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Robert  Eokhart,  May  I,  186+,  22d  Regt.,  Co.  H. 
Ileury  Hughes,  May  1,  lSii4,  22d  Regt.,  Co.  11. 
Michael  Ry;in,  .May  1,  1864,  22J  Ke;;!.,  Co.  H. 
Andrew  J.  Covell,  .Miiy  3,  1864,  24th  Regt.,  Co.  B. 
Nicholas  Paul,  May  3,  1864,  24tii  Regt.,  Co.  B. 
Michael  Stanton,  May  3,  1864,  24th  Regt.,  Co.  B. 
Christian  .-^Ison,  May  3,  1864,  24th  Regt.,  Co.  B. 
John  F.  Cunningham,  May  3,  1864,  2d  Batt.,  Ullst  Co. 
David  .Martin,  May  3,  1864,  2d  Batt.,  101st  Co. 
Michael  F..ny.  -May  3,  18114,  2d  Batt.,  123d  Co. 
Charles  Gall,  .May  3,  1864,  2d  Batt.,  1 23d  Co. 
Charles  R.  Goodwin,  .May  3,  1864,  2d  Batt.,  123d  Co. 
James  Miller,  May  3,  1864,  2d  liatt.,  123d  Co. 
David  P.  .■shaiv.  May  3,  1864,  2d  Batt.,  123d  Co. 
Theodore  Sliultz,  May  3,  IS64,  2d  Bait.,  123d  Co. 
Jolin  Lyons,  May  3,  1864,  2d  Batt.,  39th  Cu.,  V.  R.  S. 
Thomas  Ilillman,  May  3,  1864,  Ist  Butt.,  2U5th  Co.,  V.  R.  S. 
John  Darling,  May  3,  1884,  1st  Batt.,  205th  Co.,  V.  R.  S. 
Alhert  Maniuis,  May  3,  1864,  1st  Batt.,  205th  Co.,  V.  R.  S. 
James  II.  Grew,  May  3,  1864,  1st  Batt.,  205th  Co.,  V.  R.  S. 
Lewis  Artenuos,  May  3,  1864,  1st  Batt.,  205th  Co.,  V.  R.  S. 
David  Wliite,  May  3,  1864,  1st  Batt,  205th  Co.,  V.  R.  S. 
NatUaaiol  Brown,  May  C,  1864. 
Jacob  Greely. 

One  Hundred  Days'  Men. — Again  in  July, 
186-t,  the  enemy  having  marched  to  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  capital,  and  the  Governors  of  several 
States  feeling  desirous  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the 
same,  at  their  earnest  solicitation,  they  were  per- 
mitted to  call  for  troops  to  serve  for  one  hundred 
days.  An  order  was  issued  by  Gen.  William  Schou- 
ler,  from  the  headquarters  at  Boston,  July  8,  1864, 
calling  for  four  thousand  men  to  do  garrison  duty 
in  the  forts  in  and  around  Washington,  to  be  raised 
immediately.  In  response  to  the  above  call,  forty- 
two  companies  were  in  camp  at  Readville  in  less 
than  ten  days  after  the  order  was  issued.  Again  did 
North  Bridgewater  come  up  nobly  to  the  work  of  fill- 
ing up  tlie  ranks.  A  company  of  a  hundred  and  one, 
rank  and  file,  was  recruited,  and  left  the  town  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Uriah  Macoy,  July  13,  1864. 
The  company  left  town  in  the  morning  train  of  cars 
for  Readville.  A  large  concourse  of  the  friends  of 
the  company  assembled  at  the  depot  to  witness  their 
departure,  and  to  bestow  their  parting  good  wishes. 

The  following  i.s  a  list  of  the  company,  which  was 
mustered  in  July  14,  1SG4,  and  mustered  out  Nov. 
30,  1864: 

Uriah  Macoy,  appt.  capt.  July  llth  ;  pro.  maj.  July  30th. 
Charles   L.   S])rouI,  pro.  1st  iieut.  July   llth;  pro.  capt.  July 

30th. 
Thomas  P.  Barnfield,  pro.  2d  Iieut.  July  llth;   pro.  1st    Uaut. 

July  3»th. 
Boriah  T.  Ilillman,  pro.  2d  Iieut.  July  30th. 
D.  Perltins  Reynolds,  pro.  Ist  sergt.  July  3Ut. 
John  Ryan,  pro.  2d  sergt.  July  3lst. 
Daniel  L.  Weymouth,  pro.  3d  sergt.  July  3l3t. 
Peter  Daltou,  pro.  5th  sergt.  July  Slst. 
llurun  Wadu,  pro.  3d  corp.  July  31st. 


Emory  Z.  Stevens,  pro.  5th  oorp.  July  31st. 
Alfred  W.  Jones,  pro.  6tb  corp.  July  31st. 
Amos  S.  Porkiss,  pro.  7th  corp.  July  Slst. 
Scth  L.  French,  pro.  8th  oorp.  July  Slst. 


F.  D.  Millet,  mua. 
George  F.  Hay  ward,  mus. 
Kthan  Allen. 
Elijah  Bates. 
Willard  Bryant. 
Ezekiel  K.  Bartlett. 
Charles  R.  Beala. 
George  W.  Barnfield. 
James  E.  Ball. 
George  W.  Barnard. 
Herbert  C.  Blood.' 
Frederick  N.  Bigelow. 
Nathan  B.  Blood. 
John  A.  Belcher. 
James  Corcoran. 
Benjamin  F.  Lewis. 
Beujamin  E.  Mitchell. 
Frederick  Mitchell. 
Timothy  McCarty. 
Austin  S.  Macoy. 
Albert  W.  Mowry. 
William  McGonnigle. 
Augustus  Melburg. 
Joshua  Morse. 
Timothy  Mullens. 
Anthony  Phillips. 
Harrison  Phillips. 
Charles  D.  Packard. 
John  W.  Porter. 
Rcuel  W.  Dunbar. 
Frederick  M.  Hathaway. 
Samuel  W.  Holbrook. 
Seth  M.  Hall. 
Bela  B.  Hayward. 
Frederick  Hanson. 
Roland  Harris. 
Edwin  Holmes. 
David  Perkins. 
Cyrus  Reed. 
Gardner  W.  Reynolds. 
Howard  W.  Reynolds. 
Jusiab  E.  Reynolds. 
Henry  A.  Soule. 


Lewis  D.  Stincbtield. 
George  B.  Smith. 
John  II.  Colo. 
George  Churchill. 
Charles  R.  Curtis. 
Benjamin  B.  Curtis. 
James  Dwyer. 
Willard  Huwar.I. 
Andrew  Johu:ion, 
Flavel  B.  Keith. 
Thomas  Kenney. 
Justin  V.  KuitU. 
Avory  F.  Keith. 
Edward  Luney. 
Daniel  Lawson. 
Barzillai  Field. 
Seth  L.  French. 
Leonard  Faunce. 
Varanea  Filoon. 
Michael  Fitzgerald. 
Thomas  Fitzpatrick. 
William  H.  Foster. 
Henry  Gardner. 
Charles   K.  Graves. 
Spencer  B.  Glass. 
Charles  W.  Gardner. 
George  A.  Haven. 
Robert  Henderson. 
William  Stevens,  clerk. 
James  Sullivan. 
Alexander  Thrasher, 
Charles  II.  Thompson. 
David  L.  Tinkhaui. 
Asa  W.  Tiiikham. 
John  Towle. 
Herbert  M.  Thompson. 
Albert  E.  Wiud=hip. 
Edward   M.  Willis. 
Dexter  E.  Wilbor. 
Samuel  J.  Wade. 
John  Westgate. 
George  H.  French. 


This  company  was  located  at  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
and,  although  not  actively  engaged  in  any  battle,  did 
valuable  service  in  doing  guard  duty,  and  received 
the  thanks  of  the  commanding  general. 

The  following  persons  enlisted  in  the  service  in 
August  and  September,  1864,  for  one  year,  mostly  in 
heavy  artillery  companies  : 

Charles  W.  Bacon.  Jacob  Peacock. 

Joshua  R.  Bartlett.  John  Keegan. 

John  Gartland.  Charles  H.  Crosby. 

Thomas  Moran.  Volney  U.  Dunbar. 

Galen  E.  Pratt.  Lucas  W.  Aldcn. 

Patrick  Diamond.  Stephen  Davis. 

Ira  0.  Severance.  George  W.  Stephens. 

John  Fury.  James  Hoyt. 

1  Died  October  25tb,  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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Joliu  Diamond. 
Williuui  Emerson. 
Otis  Cobb. 
Thomas  Shean. 
James  Herrod. 
Julin  DoDohuo  (2d). 
Franivliu  M.  Sturtevant. 
James  Faneil. 


Wilson  Morse. 
D:illiel  D.  Sanford. 
Edward  W.  Spencer. 
George  E.  Peck. 
St.  Clair  McLeod. 
JUrcus  W.  Wheeler. 
Alexander  D.  Washburn. 
James  II.  Kecuan. 


List  of  men  in  Company  B,  Cupt.  Robert  Cross- 
man  ('id),  Fifty-eighth  MaiisachusL'tt.s  Regiment, 
under  commuud  of  Col.  John  C.  Whitou,  fur  three 
years'  .service  : 

William  A.  Start,  chaplain.  Charles  Bond. 

Joseph  Skiuner. 

Company  D,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Churchill  : 


Charles  D.  Hunt. 
Osman  J.  Perkins. 
Charles  W.  Reynolds. 
Joseph  G.  Warren. 
Daniel  Y.  Sopcr. 
Daniel  W.  Willis. 
Joseph  L.  Bunker. 


Francis  I.  Suoir. 
Isaac  A.  Reynolds. 
John  K.  Mills. 
Clarence  Caulkins. 
Samuel  J.  Caulkins. 
William  F.  Willis. 
Bradford  Snell. 


Company  F,  Capt.  Charles  D.  Copehind : 


George  E.  Holmes. 
George  H.  Thompson. 
William  Mackay. 
Albert  G.  Thompson. 
Levi  B.  Holbrook. 
Neliemiah  Thompson. 
Jerrie  C.  Vaughn. 


John  B.  Parker. 
George  M.  Skinner. 
Henry  11.  Bartlett. 
Daniel  C.  Bird. 
Thomas  Eagan. 
Hirum  A.  Freeman. 
Henry  D.  Peirce. 


Company  G,  Capt.  Samuel  B.  Hinckley  : 
Anthony  P.  Faunoe. 

Company  H,  Capt.  William  H.  Harley: 

James  A.  Smith.  Dennis  Higgins. 

Company  I,  Capt.  Nathan  S.  Oakman  : 


Elijah  Gay. 
George  B.  Stevens. 


Henry  L.  Thompson. 
James  F.  Williams. 


Company  K,  Capt.  Albion  M.  Dudley : 

William  S.  Brett.  Frank  Benson. 

John  S.  Perry.  Peter  Johnson. 

Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Capt.  James 
Gibson : 


Harrison  A.  Hunt. 


John  E.  Hunt. 


United  States  Signal  Corps : 


James  M.  Kimball. 
Edwin  T.  Cowell. 


Jeremiah  S.  Young. 


Second  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Moreland,  for  one  year's  service  : 


Henry  J.  White. 
Ziba  U.  Bryant. 


Jeffrey  A.  Potter. 
James  Cotfee. 


Fourth  Massachusetts  Light  Battery,  Capt.  George 
G.  Trull,  three  years'  service : 

William  Geary. 


Fifth  Massachusetts  Li^'ht  Battery,  Capt.  Ciiarles 
A.  Phillips,  one  year's  service  : 

James  Sheerin.  Francis  E.  Baxter. 

Seventh  Massachusetts  Light  Battery,  Cupt.  New- 
man W.  Storer,  three  years'  service  : 
Patrick  McCullough. 

Tenth  Massachusetts  Light  Battery,  Capt.  J.  Webb 
Adams,  one  year's  service: 

Cornelius  MoAuliffe. 

Eleventh  Massachusetts  Light  Battery,  Capt.  Ed- 
ward J.  Jones,  three  years'  service  : 
Josiah  H.  Foye. 

Sixteenth    Massachusetts    Light    Battery,    Capt. 
Henry  D.  Scott,  three  years'  service : 

Rut'us  C.  Bean. 

Fourth  United  States  Artillery,  Co.  L : 

Nathaniel  J.  Huntress.  Willis  F.  H.  Fisher. 

Fortieth  United  States  Regiment  Colored  Troops, 
three  years'  service  : 

George  Bussey. 

Third  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  three  years'  service: 
Thomaa  P.  Williams. 

Fourth   Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Capt.  Joseph  W. 
Morton,  three  years'  service  : 

Charles  ti.  Hathaway.  Philip  Ilochester. 

Edward  E.  Holden. 

For  one  year's  service  in  same  regiment : 
Lawrence  Hogan. 


Philip  H.  King. 
John  Farrell,  Jr. 


Allen  F.  Williamg. 
James  Donahue. 
Cornuliu:?  Birmingham. 


In  the  call  of  July,  1864,  for  five  hundred  thou- 
sand troops  a  draft  was  to  be  made  in  all  districts  that 
were  not  filled  within  sixty  days.  To  avoid  a  draft 
and  the  liability  of  serving,  the  following  persons  fur- 
nished substitutes : 

James  Davis,  Aug.  29,  1864,  three  years,  for  George  E.  Bryant. 

John  Brown,  Sept.  .S,  1864,  three  years,  for  Charles  H.  Curtis. 

James  Collins,  Sept.  5, 1K64,  three  years,  for  Horatio  B.  Thayer. 

Emill  Thompson,  Sept.  1,  1864,  three  years,  for  William  A. 
Osboru. 

John  U.  Stevens,  Sept.  1,  1864,  three  years,  for  Elmer  L. 
Keith. 

Peter  Keenan,  Aug.  15,1864,  three  years,  for  Charles  P.  Keith. 

John  Dobbins,  Aug.  26,  1864,  four  years,  for  Charles  H.  Cole. 

John  James,  Aug.  14,  1864,  three  years,  for  Nelson  J.  Foss. 

John  Roach,  Sept.  1,  1864,  three  years,  for  Francis  A.  Thayer. 

Ambrose  Dube,  Sept.  2,  1864,  three  years,  for  George  U. 
Thompson. 

John  Fitz  Gibbons,  Sept.  7,  1864,  three  years,  for  Luther  Stud- 
ley. 

Alfred  Grey,  Sept.  9,  1864,  three  years,  for  Henry  L.  Bryant. 

John  Allen,  Aug.  29,  1864,  three  years,  for  Charles  K.  Ford. 

Martin  Hawkins,  Aug.  27,  1864,  three  years,  for  George  Saw- 
yer. 
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Charles  Auringer,  Aug.  24,  1804,  three  jeiirs,  for  Simeon    F. 
P:ick.uJ. 

John   Nelligan,  Aug.  24,    1864,   four   years,   for  Barnabaa   H. 
Gray. 

John  Dyer,  Aug.  30,  1864,  four  years,  for  Augustus  T.  Jones. 

Jeremiah    Maloney,  Aug.  23,  1864,  three  years,  for  Sylvanus 
Keitb. 

Charles  Feluiau,  Sept.  14,  1864,  three  years,  for  Henry  E.  Lin- 
coln. 

Michael  Martin,  Sept.  14,  1SG4,  three  years,  for  Arza  B.  Keith. 

Jonathan  J.  Thompson,  Sept.  15,  1864,  three  years,  for  Charles 
Ilouarii,  Jr. 

John  Pointon,  Sept.  17,  1884,  three  years,  for  Jonas  Reynolds. 

Edivin  R.  Sice,  Sept.  21,  1864,  three  years,  for  Kben  G.  Rhodes. 

Benagah  C.  Boston,  Sept.  13,  1864|  three  years,  fur  L.  Bradford 
Howard. 

Charles  Werner,  Sept.  22,  1864,  three  years,  for  Elhridga  W. 
Morse. 

James  Edwin,  Sept.  19,  1864,  three  years,  for  Mitchell  Willis. 

Thoma:i  McManus,  Aug.  1,  1864,  one  year,  for  Jonud  R.  Per- 
kins. 

James    Brown,   Oct.   10,  1864,    three   years,    for   Cyrenus    W. 
Blanchard. 

Atone    Kobero,   Oct.   25,    1864,   three  years,   for   Eliphalet   L. 
Thayer. 

Navy  Recruits, 

Alvan  Howe,  Sept.  6,  1864,  one  year. 

Stillioan  Billings,  Sept.  7,  1864,  one  year. 

AVilliam  C.  N.  Sanford,  acting  master's  mate. 

List  uf  casualties,  promotions,  chauges,  deaths,  etc., 
in  the  foregoing  companies  : 

David  W.  Graves,  1st  Heavy  Art. ;  wounded  in  the  foot  at  the 

battle  uf  Spottsylvania  .May  1»,  1864. 
George  W.  Pope,  enl.  Oct.  28,  1861,  in  Co.  Q,  29th  Mass.  Regt. 

for  three  years'  service  :  pro.  to  2d  lieui.  Dec.  6,  1862  ;   1st 

licut.  July  29,  1864;  died  Aug.  5,  1864,  at  the  Seminary 

Hospital,  Georgetown,  D.  C,  from  the  effects  of  a  wound 

received  in  one  of  the  battles  before  Petersburg,  Va.,  June 

15,  18U4. 
John  B.  (_'obb,  Co.  A,  7th  Mass.  Regt. ;  died  of  yellow  fever  at 

Mausfield,  N.  C,  Oct.  20,  1864.     At  the  timu  of  his  death 

he  was  q.m.-sergt.  of  Co.  B,  2d  Mass.  Heavy  Art. 
Preston  Holbrook,  Co.  C,  35th   Mass.  Regt. :  taken  prisoner  in 

the   battlo    at    Poplar   Spiiug  Church,    carried    to    Libby 

Prison,  and  there  remained   one    night;    from   thence  to 

Salisbury,  N.  C,  where  he  remained  live  months;   released 

IVoiii  prison  in  March,  1866. 
George  E.  Holmes,  Co.  F,  58th  Moss.  Regt.;  was  taken  prisoner 

while  on  pickot-duty  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  June  7,  1864; 

was  carried  to  Andersonville  Prison;  releii^ed  in   March, 

1865  ;  hu  died  at  Camp  Parole  Hospital,  Annapolis,  Md., 

May  2>,  1865. 
John  E.  Hunt,  Co.  B,  59th  Moss.  Regt.,  musician. 
Harrison   A.  Hunt;  taken   prisoner  at  Petersburg;  died  Nov. 

22,  IS6I,  at  Danville,  Va. 
Alfred  H.  Tilden,  Co.  G,  7th  .Mass.  Regt.;  wounded  in  one  of 

the  battles  in  the  Shouaudoah  Valley,  3d  and  4th  of  Juue, 

1864. 
Samuel  T.  Packard,  Co.  G,  56th  Mais.  Regt.;  severely  wounded 

iu  the  face;  died  at  his  residence  Oct.  lU,  1SG4. 
Sjlvunus  <'.  Packard,  Co.  A,  .".'Jth  Mass.  Regt. ;  taken  prisoner 

in  one  of  the  battles  on  the  Weldon  Railroad  ;  released  in 

March,  1865. 
Charles  T.  Packard,  cul.  in  Co.  F,  12tb  Mass.  Regt. ;  pro.  to  2d 

lieut.  June  26,  I80I  ;  capt.  Aug.  20,  1862  ;  he  was  wounded 


in  the  severe  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  13,  1862, 

losing  one  eye. 
Frank  E.  Drake,  Co.  I,  Ist  Mass.  Heavy  Art.;  taken  prisoner, 

and  died  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  Nov.  18,  1864. 
Daniel  W.  Willis,  Co.  D,  58th  Moss.  Regt.;  killed  in  battle. 
John  R.  Mills,  Co.  D,  58th  Mass.  Regt. ;  killed  in  battle. 
Simeon  W.  Edsun,  22d  Mass.  Regt. ;  lost  a  leg  in  the  battle  of 

Spottsylvania  May  10,  1864. 
Daniel  W.  Edson,  22d  Mass.  Regt.;  lost  a  leg  in  the  battle  of 

Spottsylvania  May  10,  1864. 
Walter  D.  Allen,  3d  Maes.  Cav. ;  died  at  the  Philadctphia  Hos- 
pital Oct.  29,  1864,  from  the  effect  of  wounds  received  in 

Sheridan's  army  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
Richard  F.  Johnson,  Battery  C,  3d  R.  I.  Heavy  Art. ;  wounded 

July  18,  1862,  at  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 
John  D.  Sanford,  Co.  K,  40th  Mass.  Regt. ;  died  a  prisoner  at 

Andersonville,  Ga.,  July  16,  1864. 
Heman  F.  Stenger,  Co.  C,  35th  Mass.  Regt. ;  wounded  at  the 

battle  of  Antietam. 
AlonzoS.  Hamilton,  Co.  F,  7th  Mass.  Regt.,  also  of  Co.  C,  33d 

Me.  Regt. ;  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  June 

17,  1863. 
George  M.  Nash  was  drafted  and  sent  to  join  the  32d  Mass. 

Regt.  ;   was  severely  wounded  at  Spottsylvania,  and  died 

in  an  ambulance  on  the  way  to  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
Jerrie  C.  Vaughn,  enl.  March   12,  1864,  in  Co.  F,  5Sth  Mass. 

Regt.;  pro.  to  2d  licut.  March  25,  1864  ;  wounded  near  one 

of  his  eyes,  a  bullet  lodging  behind  one  of  tbcm  ;   he  was 

formerly  maj.  of  the  87th  N.  Y.  Regt. 
Horace  Baker,  lost  an  arm  in  one  of  the  battles  of  May  12,  1864. 
John  A.  Holmes,  29th  Mass.  Regt.;  severely  wounded  in  both 

kneen. 
John  B.  Parker,  Co.  F,  58tb  Mass.  Regt.;  wounded  in  the  leg 

in  battle  June  3,  1364. 
Andrew  C.  Gibbs,  wounded  in  leg  June  1,  1864. 
Daniel  C.  Bird,  stunned  by  a  shell  in  the  head  May  12,  1864. 
Frederic  C.  Blanchard,  Co.  C,  42d  Moss.  Regt.;  appointed  one 

of  the  Louisiana  engineers;  also  ordered  on  tho  staff  of 

Gen.  Couch  as  chief  engineer  of   the   Department  of  the 

Susquehanna. 
Uenry  L.  Thompson,  Co.  I,  58tb  Mass.  Regt.  ;  taken  prisoner 

near  Petersburg  July  30,  1364;  sent  to  prison  at  Danvillo, 

where  he  remained  one  month  ;  paroled,  and  arrived   at 
Annapolis,  Md.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 
Samuel  F.  Howard,  Co.  G,  7th  Mass.  Regt.;  was  shot  in  the 

foot  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  during  an  assault  on 

St.  Mary's  Hill. 
Charles  W.  Reynolds,  enl.  April  2,  1864,  in  Co.  D,  5Sth   Mass, 

Regt.;   fell  in  the  battle  of  Petersburg  a  day  or  two  before 

the  hoal  surrender. 
John  W.  Burns,  bugler  in  Co.  U,  12th  Mutts.  Regt. ;  taken  pris- 
oner Oct.  11,  1803,  and  sent  to  Libljy   Prison,  Richmond, 

Va.,  where  he  died  Feb.  24,  1804. 
Caleb  T.  Athcarn,  Co.  F,  33d  Moss.  Regt.;  wounded  in  the  leg. 
Dr.  Charles  II.  Mason,  surg.  on  board  tho  gunboat  "  Virginia," 

died  at  a  station  near  New  Orleans  of  yellow  fever  Thurs- 
day, Oct.  13,  1804  J  was  medical  oxarniner  of  recruits  at 

New  Orleans. 
George  W.  Packard,  11th  Mass.  Battery;  wounded  by  a  bullet 

in  the  neck. 
William  Mackey,  Albert  Fisher,  D.  Y.  Fisher,   B.  C.  Allen,  of 

North  Bridgawatcr,  were  removed  from  prison  at  Salisbury, 

N.  C,  Deo.  15,  1804. 
Daniel  P.  Sherman,  Co.  B,  Ist  Mass.  Cav.;  killed  at  the  battle 

of  Aldio  June  17,  1863. 
Enos  W.  Thayer,  enl.  in  the  volunteer  service  Sept.  10,  1S61 ; 
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com.  as  capt.  of  Co.  C,  26tli  Regt.  Mass.  Vols,,  Si'pt.  25, 
ISfil;  he  sailed  with  the  regiiucut  from  Boston,  Nov.  21, 
1861,  on  the  steamer  "Constitution,"  and  arrived  at  Ship 
Island  Decemher  3d,  where  tliey  remained  till  May  JO,  1S62 ; 
was  in  the  attack  on  Sabine  Pass  ;  also  in  the  battle  of 
Wiucbester,  where  he  fell,  wounded  in  a  eharge  upon  the 
rebels  September  lUtU  ;  he  was  a  prisoner  within  the  rebel 
lines  five  hours,  when  the  Union  cavalry  made  a  charge 
and  rescued  hiiu.  Ho  died  October  10th,  at  Winchester 
hospital  ;  his  remains  were  buried  at  Manslicid,  Mass., 
with  military  honors  Nov.  11,  1S04.  He  was  much  re- 
spected as  an  oliicer  by  his  superiors,  and  w;ib  a  brave, 
noble,  and  ;;eoerous  man. 
Albert  M.  Smith,  son  of  Albert  Smith,  of  Charlestown,  Mass., 
formerly  uf  North  Bridgowater,  was  a  member  of  Co.  C, 
42d  Mass.  Ke^t. ;  was  in  the  "  Banks  Expedition"  at  New 
Orleans,  La.,  1SG2-C3.  At  the  e.xpiration  of  that  service  re- 
enlisted,  and  was  eugajjcd  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor, 
siuce  clerk  in  the  hospital  department. 
Joseph  Scott  Packard,  Jr.,  formerly  of  North  Bridgewater,  was 
color-bearer  in  the  2d  Mass.  Regt. ;  wounded  at  Gettys- 
burg, Pa. 
Acting  Master  Frederic  Crocker,  pro.  to  lieut.  for  bravery  at 
Sabine  Pass;  afterwards  commanded  an  uxpedition  that 
captured  ono  thousand  prisoners,  with  their  arms  and  am- 
munition ;  he  was  attached  to  the  gunboat  "  Kensington," 
on  the  Florida  coast,  uuder  the  command  of  Commodore 
Farragut;  his  promotion  is  said  to  have  been  richly  de- 
served. 
Lucius  F.  Kingman,  son  of  Davis  Kinguian,  formerly  of  North 
Bridgewater,  lately  of  Northboro',  Mass.,  was  killed  in 
battle,  1.S6:J. 
George  H.  Thompson,  Co.  F,  5Sth  Mass.  Regt.,  taken  prisoner 

June  7,  18t>4;  died  at  .\ndcrsonville,  Ga. 
Sumner  A.  Smith,  Co.  H,  2d  Mass.  Heavy  Artillery,  died  on  tho 

Mississippi  River. 
Edwin  K.  Faunce  was  in  the  75th  Illinois  Regt. 
Ambrose  Henry  llayward  was  in  Co.  D,  2Sth  Peuna.  Regt.  of 
Veterans;   he  enlisted   May  21,  ISGIl,  and  died  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Chattanooga,  Tenu.,  Juno  15,  lSG4,from  the  cQ'ccts 
of  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Pine  Knob,  Ga.     He 
was  a  noble,  true-hearted  soldier.    At  the  time  of  his  being 
wounded   bo  was  in  command  of  bis  company,  and  had 
been  in  several  engagements.     He  was  endeared  to  all  his 
companions  by  his  courteous  and  manly  deportment. 
Charles  N.  P;iekard,  eorp.,  was  in  the  35th  Mass.   Regt.     Mr. 
Packurd  was  one  of  the  one  thousand  that  wero  inspected 
by  the  regimenLil,  brigade,  and  division  commanders,  and 
pronounced  in  every  respect  the  most  etUcient  soldier.     He 
has  participated  in  no  less  than  hfteen  battles;  was  at  the 
siege  of  \'ickshurg,  and  umrehed  through  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,   and    Mississippi,  with  great   credit  to 
himself,  and  uiucb  respected  by  his  comrades. 
Austin    Packard,   enl.   July,    ISI>2,    in    the  9th    Mass.    Batt.; 
wounded  in  tbe  arm  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg;  he  was 
conveyed  to  Philadelphia  in  tho  cars,  where  his  arm  was 
amputated.     A  prontrating  fever  was  caused  by  the  opera- 
tion,  in    consequence  of   which    he   died    Sept.  21,   1S64. 
Funeral  hunoi-s  were  paid  to  his  remains  at  the  grave  by  a 
detachment  under  Capt.  A.  K.  llanuon. 
Qcorgo  W.  Colo,  William  Mackoy,  Fernando  Skinner,  .and  Ellis 
Howard,  were  rclexsed  from  rebel  prisons  in  March,  lStJ5. 
Samuel  Kimball,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  ISlh  Moss.  Regt.,  Aug.  26,  1801, 

and  was  killed  at  the  b.atle  of  Bull  Run  Aug.  30,  1862. 
William  Fluunagan,  enl.  June  26,  IbOl ;  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run  Aug.  30,  1S61. 


Ferdinand  Robinson,  enl.  Aug.  2G,  ISfil  ;  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run. 

Joseph  Beals,  enl.  .luly  30,  1862  ;  died  July  30,  1SG3,  uf  wounds 
received  at  Gettysburg. 

Edward  F.  Drohan,  Co.  C,  2ath  Mass.  Regt. ;  eul.  M.iy22,  18G1; 
died  Jan.  12,  1SG2. 

Charles  F.  Swanstrom,  33d  Mass.  Regt.,  died  Dec.  23,  1SG2. 

Henry  Fenn,  9th  Mass.  Batt. ;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Andrew  P.  Olsen,  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  42d  Mass.  Regt. ;  died  at 
the  Massachusetts  Hospital,  New  York  City. 

Orrin  D.  Holmes,  son  of  Nathan  Holmes,  of  North  Bridge- 
water,  eul.  from  Plymouth  ;  fell  in  the  battle  before  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  March  25,  1864. 

We  have  now  brought  the  chapter  of  the  great  Re- 
bellion of  1861  down  to  the  clo.se  of  enlistment  of 
troopa  in  September,  1864.  From  this  time  to  the 
close  of  the  war  there  was  one  continuous  line  of 
successful  victories  over  the  Confederates. 

The  year  1865  opened  with  bright  prospects  before 
us,  by  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  January  15th  ;  of 
Columbia,  S.  C,  February  17th  ;  Charleston,  S.  C, 
February  18th;  Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  21st; 
of  Richmond,  April  3d ;  flight  of  the  ConfeJcrato 
officers  of  State  from  Richmond,  April  -Ith  ;  sur- 
render of  Lee's  army  April  9th  ;  surrender  of 
Johnston's  army,  April  26th;  capture  of  Jefi'.  Davis, 
May  10th.  But  that  which  gave  the  greatest  joy  to 
the  Union  people  was  the  surrender  of  Lee.  Then 
we  began  to  see  through  the  clouds  that  had  been  so 
long  over  us,  and  in  the  middle  of  May,  1SU5,  the 
greatest  armed  rebellion  of  the  world  was  at  an  end, 
so  far  as  fighting  was  concerned,  and  the  nation  now 
appears  to  be  as  prosperous  as  ever.  Business  is  good, 
mechanics  have  returned  to  tiieir  occupations,  the 
farmers  to  their  long-neglected  fields,  and  eveiything 
wears  the  appearance  of  a  peaceful  and  prosperous 
hereafter.  We  are,  as  a  people,  stronger  than  before 
the  war.  We  have  stood  up  against  everything  that 
any  people  has  ever  been  called  to  boar,  and  now  the  . 
"  star-spangled  banner  in  triumph  still  \v;ives  over  the 
land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 


CHAPTER   XL 

Militia  History — First  Militia  Company — Ollicers — Alilitary 
Division  of  the  Parish — North  and  South  Companies— Plym- 
outh County  Brigade — First  Cavalry  Company,  1787 — North 
Bridgewater  Dragoon  Company,  1853 — Militia  Districts — Ac- 
tive and  Reserve  Companies — District  Number  Siity — Dis- 
trict Number  Sixty-one — Cunningham  Rilles. 

The  first  military  company  formed  in  the  ancient 
town  of  Bridgewater  was  formed  Oct.  2,  1GS9. 
Thomas  Hayward  was  chosen  first  captain,  John 
Hayward    lieutenant,  and    Samuel    Packard    ensign. 
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At  that  time  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Barnstable, 
Plymouth,  and  Bristol  constituted  one  regiment,  and 
Josiah  Winslow,  of  Marsiifield,  was  the  eoioDcl. 

In  1TC2  the  population  of  the  town  had  become 
numerous  enough  to  increase  the  number  of  com- 
panies to  six.  The  one  in  the  North  Parish  of 
Brid^ewuter  (now  Brockton)  was  called  the  Sixth 
Cuiupauj.  Daniel  Howard  was  first  captain  iu  the 
parish,  Robert  Howard  lieutenant,  and  Abiel  Pack- 
ard ensi;_'n.  These  were  succeeded  by  Robert  How- 
ard, promoted  to  captain,  Abiel  Packard,  promoted  to 
lieutenant,  and  Henry  Kingman  eusign.  Afterwards 
Lieut.  Abiel  Packard  was  promoted  to  captain,  and 
Ensign  Henry  Kingman  promoted  to  lieutenant,  and 
Constant  Southworth  ensign. 

These  continued  in  oiEce  till  about  1765,  at  which 
time  the  Sixth  Company  in  the  town  was  divided  into 
two  distinct  and  separate  companies,  known  as  the 
North  and  South.  The  line  of  division  was  across 
the  parish  from  east  to  west,  near  the  Centre  Village. 
The  officers  of  the  North  Company  were  Barnabas 
Howard  captain,  John  Howard  lieutenant,  and  Abiel 
Packard  ensign.  The  officei-s  of  the  South  Company 
were  Isaac  Packard  captain,  Josiah  Packard  lieuten- 
ant, and  Issachar  Snell  ensign.  These  officers  held 
their  commissions  till  the  Revolutionary  war. 

In  1773  the  military  companies  of  ancient  Bridge- 
water  had  been  increased  to  nine,  and  these,  with  two 
companies  from  Abington,  constituted  the  Third 
Regiment,  of  which  Josiah  Edson  was  colonel.  This 
re;.;iment  was  honored  with  a  review  by  Governor 
Hutchinson  on  the  13th  of  October  of  that  year.  Jo- 
siah Hayden  was  appointed  Colonel  of  this  regiment, 
July  1,  1781  ;   Dauiel  Cary,  major,  Sept.  6,  1792. 

In  ISIO  the  Plymouth  County  brigade  was  placed 
under  tiie  command  of  Col.  Sylvanus  Lazell,  promoted 
to  brigadier-general.  The  brigade  then  consisted  of 
four  regiments  of  infantry,  a  battalion  of'cavalry,  and 
a  battalion  of  artillery.  Among  the  field  and  statf 
officers  of  the  Third  Regiment  were : 

Culeb  Howard,  lieut.-col.,  appointed  April  19,  1817. 
N;ith:iD  JoDes,  lieut.-col.,  uppointud  Oct.  3,  IS29. 
Murtin  Ciiry,  lieut.-cul.,  appointed  Oct.  1,  1S:12. 
Benjiiiuiii  KcitL,  Uout.-cul.,  uppotiitcd  Nov,  IT,  1833. 
Edwiird  Suulhwoitli,  uiaj.,  iippointed  Aug.  22,  1S15. 
Martin  Cary,  luaj.,  appointed  Sept.  22,  1S31. 

This  regiment  disbanded  April  24,  1840. 

April  7,  1787,  a  cavalry  company  waa  organized  in 
the  town,  and  Isaac  Lazell  was  appointed  first  cap- 
tain. The  following  are  the  names  of  commanders 
from  the  North  Parish  : 

Gideon  Howard,  capt.,  appointed  May  25,  18U3. 
Noali  Che^jiuan,  capt.,  appointed  Sept.  23,  1811. 


Jereuiiali  lieala,  Jr.,  capt.,  appointed  Sept.  9,  1SI9. 
Nathan  llayward,  capt.,  appointed  Sept.  20,  1823. 

This  company  was  disbanded  April_10,  1828. 

Ill  June,  1853,  a  charter  was  granted  to  Nuhum 
Reynolds  and  fifty  others,  to  form  a  cavalry  company, 
which  was  organized  June  27,  1853,  under  the  name 
of  "  North  Bridgewater  Dragoon  Company."  The 
first  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers  was  held  in 
Tyler  Cobb's  Hall,  Gen.  Eliab  Ward  presiding  over 
the  meeting,  at  which  time  the  following  officers  were 
chosen  : 

Naiium  Reynolds,  capt.  11.  A.  Raymond,  3d  lieut. 

Robert  A.  Stoddard,  1st  lieut.  Jonua  R.  Perkins,  4th  lieut. 
J.  Freeman  Ellis,  2d  lieut. 

SergeaiUt, 

Freeman  fiicknell,  1st.  E.  C.  Mayhew,  -Ith. 

Charles  T.  Packard,  2d.  James  II.  Cose,  5lh. 
Samuel  S.  Brett,  3d. 


Lucius  Richmond. 
George  N.  Uolmes. 


CorporaU, 

Welcome  White. 
Daniel  llayward. 


Musicians. 

J.  H.  Smith.  Henry  Kitmnn. 

Sauiuel  Parsons.  William  Uptou. 

Privates, 

Cyrus  B.  Kingman.  Shubael  P.  Meara. 

Ephrnim  Noyes.  Edward  B.  Packard. 

James  E.  Lyon.  Horatio  G.  Macouiber. 

Peter  Dulton.  George  W.  Leach. 

E.  A.  Packard.  Charles  Woodward. 

George  L.  Howard.  Frederic  Perkins. 

Richard  M.  FuUerton.  Julius  Thompsun. 

Willar.l  Packard.  Bela  T.  Brown. 

Oliver  Jackson.  Charles  J.  F.  Packard. 

David  F.  Tribou.  Ilufus  S.  Noyes. 

E.  M.  Dunbar.  Leunder  Waterman. 
James  C.  Suell.  Charles  E.  .Smith. 
Manly  Packard.  Isaac  Kirigmuu. 

F.  i:  Ilartwell.  William  Poole. 
Mitchell  Willis.  H.  T.  Saiiford. 
Horace  Bryant.  Harrison  Packard. 
James  S.  Sherman. 

List  of  military  officers   with   the  dates  of  their 
commission  : 


Simeon  Cary,  1758. 
Josiah  Hayden. 


Colonels. 

I   Nahum  Reynolds. 

L  ieutenaut-  Colonels. 


Caleb  Howard,  May  21,  1810. 
Edward  Southword,  April  29, 
1817. 


Nathan  Jones,  Oct.  3,  IS29. 
Martin  Cary,  Oct.  1,  1832. 


Majors. 


John  Porter,  May  30,  1777. 
Josiah  Hayden. 
Daniel  Cary,  Sept.  6,  1792. 
Caleb  Howard,  June  15,  1802. 
Edward  Southworth,  Aug.  22, 

1815. 
Nathan  Hayward,   March  23, 

1824. 


Moses  Noyes,  July  22,  1S24. 
Nathan  Jones,  Sept.  15,  ls23, 
Martin  Cary,  Sept.  22,  1831. 
Nahum     Reynolds,    Aug.    28, 

1837. 
Uriah  Macoy,  July  30,  18G4. 
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Daniel  Uoward. 

Hubert  Uoward. 

Abibl  Packard. 

Barnabas  Howard. 

Isaac  Packard. 

Jeremiah  Beats. 

John  Porter,  Dec.  9,  1774. 

Simeon  Cary,  Dec.  9,  1774. 

Nathan  Packard,  July  25,1778. 

Lemuel  Dunbar,  July  25, 1778. 

Joseph  Cole,  July  25,  1778. 

David  Packard,  July  23,  17SU. 

Leni'l  Packard,  Mar.  10,  1785. 

Anthony  Dike,  July  10,  17'J2. 

Paruienas  Packard,  March  2S, 

17U5. 
Leavitt  Thayer,  May  2,  1796. 
Robert  Packard,  May  2!),  1796. 
Abel  Kingman,  May  3,  1799. 
Howard  Cary,  May  14,  1799. 
Zachariab  Guroey  (3d),    May 

25,  1802. 
Gideon  Howard,  May  25,  1803. 
Oliver  Jackson,  June  17,  1804. 
Jonathan  Snow,  May  6,  1806. 
Thos.  Thompson,  May  G,  1806. 
Asa  Jones,  Sept.  16,  1SU9. 
Noah  Chessman,  Sept.  23,1811. 
Nehemiuh  Lincoln  (2d),  May 

25,  1814. 
Adin  Packard,  May  31,  1815. 
Silas  Dunbar,  May  26,  1SI6. 
Adin   Packard,  Jr.,  April    12, 

1817. 
Abiel  Packard,  Nov.  27,  1819. 
Luke  Packard,  July  4,  1820. 


Moses  Noycfl,  March  19,  1822. 
David  Auies,  May  7,  1822. 
Ziba  Keith,  Sept.  5,  1822. 
Nathan    Hayward,    Sept.    20, 

1823. 
Jabez  KiDi;maD,  May  4,  1824. 
John  Battles,  July  15,  1825. 
Nathan  Jones,  May  30,  1827. 
John    AV.    Kingman,    July    4, 

1828. 
Oman  Cole,  Oct.  7,  1828. 
Alvah  Noycs,  Aug.  10,  1829. 
Augustus  Jones,  Aug.  10,  1831. 
Martin  Cary,  Aug.  10,  1831. 
Charles  Guruey,  Dec.  3,  1831. 
Thos.  Hathaway,  Oct.  27,  1832. 
Gary  Uoward,  Nov.  1,  1834. 
Nahum  Reynolds,  May  3, 1836. 
Nabum     Reynolds,    June    27, 

1853. 
Robert  A.  Stoddard,  Sept.  28, 

1853. 
J.    Freeman    Ellis,    April    25, 

1854. 
H.  A.  Raymond,  May  8,  1856. 
J.  R.  Perkins,  July  11, 1857. 
Lucius    Richmond,  Aug.    27, 

1860. 
Alex.Uichborn,  June26, 1861. 
Charles  T.  Packard,  Aug.  20, 

1862. 
J.  S.  Stoddard,  July  23, 1862. 
Alpheus  K.  Uurmon,  May  10, 

1862. 
0riah  Macoy,  July  11,  1864. 


Chas.  L.  Sproul,  July  30, 1804. 

Afiucetlaneoun   Offtcerti. 
Elisha  Tillson,  surgeon's  mate,  Sept.  30,  1794. 
Daniel  Harlwell,  adjutant,  Sept.  6,  1792. 
Caleb  Uoward,  adjutant,  Aug.  27,  1795. 
Issachar  Snoll,  surgeon's  mate,  Dec.  13,  1800. 
Rov.  Daniel  Huntington,  chaplain,  May  C,  1816. 
John  Tildon,  Jr.,  adjutant,  Jan.  1,  1827. 
Rev.  Edward  L.  Clark,  chaplain,  June  26,  1861. 
Rev.  Israol  Washburn,  chaplain,  Sept.  1,  1SU2. 
Rev.  W.  A.  Start,  chaplain,  April  18,  1864. 

lu  consequence  of  the  various  calls  upon  the  coni- 
uionwealth  for  troops  for  the  United  States  service, 
during  the  Kehellion  of  1861,  the  volunteer  militia  of 
Massachusetts,  as  it  existed  previous  to  the  beijiuning 
of  the  war,  was  nearly  broken  up,  by  the  enlistment 
of  its  members  individually,  and  as  companies  and 
rcj^iments,  for  three  months',  nine  months',  one  years', 
three  years',  and  one  hundred  days'  service;  and  the 
law  establishing  the  volunteer  militia  bein^  no  longer 
in  conformity  with  the  system  of  organization  pre- 
scribed by  the  laws  of  tiie  United  States,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  recruit  this  militia  as  the  law  then 
stood.  To  remedy  this  evil,  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts   passed  a  law  in  18U-t  for  the  reon'ani- 


zatioD  of  the  entire  militia  of  the  commonwealth. 
This  act  was  approved  May  14,  18G4,  and  all  laws  ia 
existence  previous  to  that  date  for  the  regulation  of 
the  militia  were  repealed.  The  new  law  provided 
for  a  new  enrollment,  to  be  made  by  the  .several  as- 
sessors of  the  towns  throughout  the  State,  of  all  per- 
sons between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  the 
same  to  be  returned  to  the  adj'utant-geueral. 

The  commander-in-chief  then  proceeded  to  divide 
the  commonwealth  into  military  districts  of  companies. 
Under  this  arrangement  there  were  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  districts  established.  North  Bridgewater 
(now  Brockton)  and  West  Bridgewater  coiisiiluted 
two  districts,  and  was  divided  as  follows : 

District  Number  Sixty  includes  the  whole  of  North 
Bridgewater  except  the  school  districts  four,  five,  six, 
and  seven,  otherwise  known  as  Marshall,  Ames,  Cam- 
pello,  and  Copeland  Districts. 

District  Number  Sixty-one  comprised  the  southerly- 
school  districts,  numbered  four,  five,  six,  and  seven, 
in  Brockton,  and  the  whole  of  West  Bridgewater. 

An  order  was  next  issued  to  some  justice  of  the 
peace  within  the  district,  to  call  a  meeting  for  the 
election  of  captains  of  the  several  companies.  After 
the  election  of  the  captain,  it  became  his  duty  to 
enroll  all  persona  liable  to  enrollment  within  their  re- 
spective limits.  "  And  all  persons  under  the  aj;e  uf 
twenty-four  years,  liable  to  do  military  duty,  shall  be 
enrolled  in  one  roll,  and  constitute  the  'active  militia.' 
And  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  above  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years,  together  with  all  persons  that  shall 
be  exempt  from  duty,  excepting  in  cases  of  ridt,  in- 
vasion, insurrection,  war,  etc.,  shall  be  enrullLd  in 
another  roll,  and  constitute  the  '  reserve  militia.'  " 

The  active  militia  was  to  have  been  formed  into 
regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  by  the  commander- 
in-chief,  and  organized  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  subject  to  such  changes  as  the 
commander-in-chief  might  make  from  time  to  time. 

The  reserve  militia  was  to  have  been  organized  into 
companies,  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions,  and  at- 
tached to  such  brigades  in  the  active  militia  a.s  the 
commander-in-chief  should  deem  expedient,  when 
ordered  out  for  actual  service. 

Orders  were  received  by  George  W.  Bryant.  K.-m(., 
to  notify  a  meeting  to  be  held  Jan.  oO,  IStlf),  for  the 
choice  of  a  captain  for  District  Sixty.  The  ineetiiig 
was  held  at  the  armory  on  Cliapel  Street,  at  one 
o'clock  P.M.,  when  Samuel  F.  Howaid  was  elected 
captain,  who  was  commissioned  Jan.  30,  18Ur>.  A 
meeting  was  subsequently  held  for  the  choice  of  lieu- 
tenants April  1,  18G5,  when  George  Southworth  was 
elected    firat    lieutenant,  and    Bradi'ord   Wild   .-second 
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lieutenant.,  both  of  svhom  were  coramissioDed  April  1, 
1865. 

The  choice  of  captaius  for  District  Sixty-one  wus 
made  at  a  meeting  held  at  West  Bridgowuter,  on 
Friday,  Jan.  27,  1865,  at  which  Austin  Packard, 
Esq.,  was  called  to  preside.  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Ripley 
was  elected  captain,  and  received  a  commission  dated 
JaD.  27,  1865. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  company  soon  after,  in  April, 
Nathaniel  M.  Davenport,  Jr.,  was  elected  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  Zibu  C.  Keith,  second  lieutenant,  both  of 
Campellii. 

Agreeably  to  instructions  from  headquarters  an 
enrollment  was  made  by  the  captains  of  the  above- 
named  districts,  and  placed  in  the  adjutant-general's 
office,  in  which  we  find  the  number  of  persons  en- 
rolled in  District  Number  Sixty,  Capt.  Samuel  F. 
Howard,  for  active  service  waa  one  hundred  and 
thirty  men ;  reserve  militia,  five  hundred  and  nine- 
teen men.  The  number  of  persons  in  District  Num- 
ber Si.xty-one,  Capt.  Thomas  P.  Ripley,  for  active 
service,  was  seven ty-eij;ht  men ;  reserve  militia,  three 
hundred  aud  nine  men. 

We  have  given  the  foregoing  account  of  the  militia 
organization  up  to  May,  1865.  The  companies  had 
hardly  been  formed,  and  officers  chosen,  when  the 
Legislature  passed  a  law,  approved  May  16,  1865, 
disbanding  the  "  active  militia,"  allowing  them  to 
volunteer  in  the  service  for  five  years.  "  All  com- 
panies that  do  not  volunteer  within  sixty  days  from 
May  IG,  1865,  shall  be  discharged,"  thus  leaving  a 
militia  force  of  volunteers  only,  of  which  there  are 
but  few  old  companies. 

Cuimingham  Rifles. — Among  the  present  militia 
organizations  of  Ma.-isachusctts  is  the  Cunningham 
Rifles.  Co.  I,  which  is  a  part  of  Massachusetts'  regi- 
ment volunteer  militia,  with  the  following  officers  and 
membeis  in  July,  1884  : 

Captu  ill, 
James  N.  Keith. 

Fii-iit  Lieutenant, 
N.itbuD  E.  Leuch. 

Second  Lieutenant, 
Andrew  M.  liuwden. 

Sergeantu, 
Winifricil  S.  ilfttbaway.  Oliver  B.  Battles. 

E.  Frauds  Fuller.  S.  Oscar  Murtlaud. 

CorjjoraU. 
Edward  E.  llerrod.  Fruak  L.  Emerson.  - 

Edwin  \V .  BIiinkiDsbip.  Charles  WiUiauisou. 

Luring  M.  UuCes. 

Piiialca. 
Walter  C.  Audrewa.  Aruna  S.  Chase. 

Feli  Blancbard.  Frank  Carr. 


Iluratio  Corbett. 
Williiiin  M.  Carr. 
BunjuiniD  F.  Cbubbuok. 
George  E.  Eliot. 
Carlton  L.  Eldrodge. 
Frank  Foye. 
Nelson  Goodwin. 
William  J.  Howard. 
George  E.  Horton. 
William   B.  Uill. 
Frank  N.  Hall. 
George  F.  Hart. 
Walter  T.  Howard. 
Robert  P.  MeKendrick. 
Wallace  Martland. 
James  E.  A.  MatEt. 
Fred  U.  Moore. 
Ewen  MeKendrick. 
Frelou  U.  Marshal. 
Charles  W.  Potter. 


Phillip  E.  Pierce. 
Meivin  F.  Packard. 
Williaio  .S.  Packard. 
Daniel  W.  Packard. 
William  T.  Pierce. 
Frank  II.  Ruynolds. 
E.  Frank  Swift. 
Charles  A.  iSturtevant. 
Forrest  W.  Swift. 
George  E.  Sargent. 
Samuel  H.  Taylor. 
Edward  E.  Tiltun. 
Kufus  E.Tikon. 
Herbert  Tribou. 
John  A.  Tribou. 
William  R.  Tilden. 
J.  Frank  Winslow. 
Lewis  E.  Williaiiis. 
Fred  M.  Wado. 


CHAPTER    XII. 
PCBLIC-HODSES  AND   TRADERS. 

Fublic-Houses. — The  city  of  Brockton  is  situated 
on  the  direct  route  from  New  Bedford  to  Boston,  and 
previous  to  the  building  of  the  railroads  that  connect 
the  two  cities  it  was  a  stopping-place  for  travelers 
needing  refreshment.  At  one  time  there  were  three 
public-houses  in  the  village,  beside  one  on  the  turnpike 
south  of  "  Tilden's  Corner." 

One  of  the  most  prominent  public-houses  in  early 
days  was  one  kept  by  Maj.  Daniel  Cary,  on  the  site  where 
Rufus  P.  Kingman,  Esq.,  now  resides,  formerly  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  late  John  Wales.  Next  in  order 
was  a  house  kept  by  Barnabas  Howard,  at  the  north 
end  of  the  town,  where  entertainment  was  provided 
for  man  and  beast.  Silas  Packard  kept  public-hou.se 
ou  the  corner  of  Main  and  Court  iSireets,  formerly 
occupied  by  the  late  Capt.  Benjamin  Clark.  Col. 
Edward  Southworth  also  kept  public-house  at  his  resi- 
dence, on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  ■'  City  Block," 
and  later  Maj.  Nathan  Hay  ward  kept  near  the  corner 
of  Main  aud  Ea^it  Elm  Streets,  the  site  now  occupied 
by  "Mercantile  Building."  Nathan  Hayward,  New- 
ton Shaw,  Nathaniel  H.  Cross,  Capt.  John  Packard, 
and  Edward  J.  Snow  have  each  kept  public-house  near 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Crescent  Streets,  aud  opposite 
the  residence  of  Rufus  P.  Kingman,  Esq. 

In  the  early  part  of  1833  preparations  were  made 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  and  more  commodious  house 
than  was  then  in  the  town.  July  4th  of  that  year  a 
house  waa  raised  by  Messrs.  Bela  Keith,  Esq.,  aud 
Benjamin  Kingman,  who  were  the  owners  till  1856, 
when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Tyler  Cobb,  who  was 
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proprietor  of  the  house  t'oi-  a  short  time.  Mr.  Bonja- 
luin  Kingman  icept  the  house  three  yeiirs.      Edward 

E.  Beunett  occupied  it  froiu  that  time  about  ten  years, 
and  the  house  has  since  changed  liauds  a.«  follows: 
0.  G.  Tinkham,  Joslyn  &  Keitii,  Elhid-e  Cohh,  Har- 
rison RoL'ers,  Mr.  Alstrom,  Cupt.  Swasey,  Tyler  Cobb, 
and  F.  B.  Wasliburn,  and  is  known  as  tlie  Satucket 
House,  now  occupied  by  "  Satucket  Block,"  owned  by 

F.  B.  Washburn. 

A  few  years  since  Aaron  B.  Drake  opened  a  public- 
house  at  Campellu,  by  the  uauie  of -'Salisbury  House," 
which  was  kept  for  a  few  years  only.  Tliere  are  four- 
teen public-houses  in  the  city  at  the  present  time, — 
eleven  at  the  Centre  and  three  at  Campello. 

A  short  time  siuce  Sauford  Winter,  Esq.,  erected 
an  elej;aut  brick  block  at  the  corner  of  Belmont  and 
Main  Streets,  formerly  known  as  the  "  Old  Corner 
Store"  lot,  at  an  expense  of  nearly  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  is  now  u,sed  as  a  public-house.  It 
was  first  named  "  Hotel  Palmer,"  now  "  Hotel  Bel- 
liiont,"  and  is  the  leadini:  hotel  of  the  city.  F.  B. 
Smith  is  the  proprietor. 

Traders. — It  is  very  difiBcult  to  give  the  dates 
when  the  ditferent  traders  in  the  city  began  bu.siness, 
although  we  find  the  names  of  all.  We  liere  give  the 
names  of  those  who  have  been  in  the  trade,  keeping 
variety  store,  as  follows:  Deacon  Ichabod  Howard 
kept  store  at  the  north  part  of  tlie  town,  on  the  road 
to  Boston,  in  the  house  recently  occupied  b}'  the  late 
Deacon  Ozeu  Gurney.  Silas  Packard  and  Col.  Edward 
Soutliworth  had  a  store  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Court  Streets,  where  the  late  David  Cobb's  store  now 
stands,  now  occupied  by  his  son,  David  11.  Cobb. 
Col.  Edward  Southwortli  kept  store  in  181G  nearly 
opposite  the  First  Congregational  Church,  now  known 
as  the  "  Gazette  Building."  Maj.  Daniel  Cary  kept 
in  the  north  part  of  the  old  building  that  was  .several 
years  ago  removed  from  the  corner  of  Main  and  Bel- 
mont Streets,  and  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the 
elegant  residence  of  Rufas  P.  Kingman,  ]<>q.  Mr. 
Cary  wa.1  succeeded  by  John  Wales.  Jonathan  Keith 
kept  a  grocery  store  where  the  South  Congregational 
Church  now  stands,  at  the  corner  of  South  and  Main 
Streets,  Campello.  Isaac  Keith  kept  groceries  in  the 
south  part  of  his  house,  at  the  north  corner  of  Main 
and  South  Streets,  a  short  distance  uorth  of  the  church. 
Benjamin  Kingman  succeeded  him  in  trade  a  year  or 
two,  wlien  he  removed  to  the  Centre.  Silas  Packard 
ifc  Co.  were  succeeded  in  trade  by  David  Cobb,  who 
came  from  Mansfield,  Mass.,  in  1823,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  Mr.  Packard.  A  few  years  since  Mr.  Cobb 
erected  a  new  and  commodious  building  in  place  of  the 
old  store,  where  he  continued  a  successful  business  as  a 


variety  store,  till  he  was  succeeded  by  his  •-on,  David 
H.  Cobb.  Capt.  John  Packard  erected  the  store, 
corner  of  Main  and  Belmont  Streets,  oppo^ite  Rufu.'? 
P.  Kingman's  house,  several  years  since,  and  was  asso- 
ciated with  Joseph  Packard  in  trade.  At  a  little  later 
period  Matthew  Kingman  and  Nathaniel  Snow  pur- 
chased the  stock  and  goodwill  of  the  store  and  traded 
for  a  short  time.  The  store  was  afterwards  purchased 
by  David  Cobb  about  1836,  and  was  kept  by  Tyler 
Cobb  for  several  years.  About  18-10,  William  P. 
Howard,  of  Easton,  purchased  the  stock,  and  con- 
ducted a  successful  business  for  several  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Messrs.  Howard,  Clark  A:  Co.'s 
building,  where  stands  the  "Clark  Block."  In  1S36, 
Frederick  Parker  came  from  Barnstable,  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  Ambrose  Hayward,  under  the 
firm-name  of  Hayward  &  Parker,  in  the  dry -goods  trade, 
in  William  Ryder's  building  on  Main  Street,  and  con- 
tinued but  a  short  time.  John  Ritchie  opened  a  store 
at  the  Factory  Village,  near  "  Sprague's,"  which  has 
since  been  occupied  by  Daniel  Eames,  Ephraim  Noyes, 
Ira  Copeland,  William  H.  Brett,  Chandler  Sprague, 
and  others.  Ira  Copeland  erected  a  grocery  store  a 
short  distance  east  from  "  Sprague's,"  on  the  road 
leading  to  Abington. 

Lemuel  B.  Hatch  opened  the  first  store  in  Campello 
about  forty  years  since,  which  he  kept  but  a  fi'.vi  years. 
The  business  has  been  conducted  in  the  same  building 
by  Messrs.  Tyler  Cobb,  Samuel  Carter.  John  \\ .  Sncll. 
Varanes  Wales,  and  Sidney  Packard.  A  few  years 
since  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  IC^q.,  erected  a  large  and 
commodious  building  for  a  store  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Market  Streets,  which  lias  been  in  u.->e 
by  Sidney  Packard,  Messrs.  llnwaid  &  Kiilli,  and 
Mrs.  William  H.  Williams,  the  prc.ienl  occn[iant,  who 
keep  a  variety  store.  A  lew  years  since  W.  U.  Alger, 
of  West  Bridgewater,  erected  a  building  corner  of 
Montello  and  Depot  Streets,  at  Campello,  near  the  rail- 
road station,  and  kept  a  grocery  store  a  short  time. 
This  building  was  afterwards  purclia>ed  by  Mr.  Nels(jn 
J.  Foss,  who  occupied  it  as  a  flour  and  grain  store 
and  post-otEce.  Henry  Dyer  had  a  small  store  on 
Montello  Street,  near  the  depot,  and  Benjamin  Swain 
on  Main  Street,  Campello.  Several  years  since  Aaron 
B.  Drake  &  Brother  were  in  trade  wlurc  the " Salisbury 
House"  now  stands.  Newton  Shaw  kept  a  store  in 
the  easterly  part  of  the  town,  at  "  Shaw's  Corner,"  a 
few  years  since.  Perez  Marshall  kept  a  grocery  store 
near  "  Tilden's  Corner ;"  Lorenzo  Wade  and  George 
A.  Packard  in  the  West  Shares  (now  "  Brockton 
Heights").  George  Clark  kept  a  store  a  short  time 
near  the  same  place.  Isaac  Packard  kept  store  in  the 
West  Shares  (now  "  Brockton  Heights"),  in  the  build- 
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injr  occupied  by  Williiiui  Packard.  Beojuniiu  Kel- 
loLiii  kc])t  .store  io  town  in  1835.  Cyrus  Porter,  Jr., 
had  a  store  near  Zopliar  Field's  Corner,  on  Nortli 
Main  Street,  in  1835.  A  few  years  since  J.  F.  Hale 
opened  a  'Jirocery  store  in  Central  Block,  on  Main 
Street.  L.  C.  Bliss  became  his  succe.ssor  in  that  busi- 
ness. Newton  Siiaw  had  a  grocery  store  near  the 
railroad,  on  Centre  Street,  some  years  since.  Mr. 
William  H.  Pierce  succeeded  him  in  business.  Lyman 
E.  Cobb  erected  a  new  store  near  the  same  locality, 
and  continues  to  do  a  successful  business  in  that  line. 
Daniel  Lovell  purchased  the  store  recently  occupied 
by  the  "  Union  Store  No.  Gil),  "  on  School  Street. 
Henry  W.  Robinson  commenced  trade  in  1844  Id 
the  store  now  occupied  by  him  at  the  Centre.  He 
was  the  successor  of  William  White.  In  1850,  Wil- 
liam B.  Barry  became  associated  witli  him  in  the  busi- 
ness, under  the  tirm-uame  of  Robinson  &  Barry,  which 
copartnership  existed  five  years,  Mr.  Barry  then 
removing  to  Boston.  This  wa.s  u  variety  store  till 
185D,  when  it  was  changed  to  dry  goods  exclusively. 

In  1834,  Charles  Alhertou  and  Albert  Smith  became 
associated  in  business  in  the  hotel  building,  under 
the  fiim-uame  of  Smith  &,  Atherton.  This  firm  con- 
tinued for  about  two  years,  when  they  dissolved  part- 
nership, and  William  F.  Brett  became  a  partner  with 
Mr.  Smith,  under  the  firm-name  of  Smith  &  Brett,  in 
1836.  This  firm  continued  till  1839,  when  Mr.  Smith 
withdrew  from  the  firm,  leaving  Mr.  Brett  alone  in 
business  till  184G,  at  which  time  Rufas  P.  Kingman, 
Esq.,  became  a  partner,  under  the  firm  of  Brett  & 
Kingm;m,  which  copartnership  continued  till  1854, 
they  doing  a  dry-goods,  grocery,  hardware,  and  mer- 
chant-tailoring business.  A  new  firm  was  then  formed, 
consi.'-tiiig  of  William  F.  Brett,  J.  Freeman  Ellis,  S- 
B.  Ripley,  and  Edward  O'Neil,  who  continued  in  the 
same  business.  In  ISGO,  Henry  A.  Brett  came  from 
Warehani  and  purchased  the  stock  and  business,  and 
conducted  the  same  one  year,  when  he  sold  to  William 
H.  Brett  and  Rufus  E.  Brett,  who  continued  in  busi- 
ness under  the  style  of  William  F.  Brett's  Sons.  This 
firm  was  dissolved  in  1865,  Rufus  E.  Brett  and  Fred- 
erick L.  Brett  continuing  the  business  under  the  firm- 
name  of  Brett  Brothers. 

In  1SG2,  Mr.  B.  C.  Benner  &  Co.  opened  a  dry- 
goods  store  opposite  Kingman's  block.  Charles 
Curtis,  Jr.,  succeeded  William  P.  Howard  in  the 
dry-goods  trade  in  Howard  &  Clark's  building,  on 
Main  Street,  for  several  years.  He  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Taunton.  B.  P.  Davis  had  a  shoe  store  in 
1850,  opposite  Kingman's  brick  block,  on  Main 
Street.  Charles  D.  Brigliam  had  a  shoe  store  at  423 
Main  Street  (Tyler  Cobb's  building).     Ambrose  Hay- 


ward  opened  a  grocery  store  in  Howard,  Clark  &  Co.'s 
building,  July  4,  1864.  A.  N.  Farrar  had  a  grocery 
store  in  John  Tilden's  building  a  few  years  since.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Simeon  Mitchell  in  1861,  and  the 
store  was  afterwards  occupied  by  John  Tildon. 

James  Hall  and  William  H.  H.  Hebard  have 
since  occupied  that  store  for  a  short  time  each. 
The  building  is  now  used  as  a  residence.  Henry 
Howard  kept  a  store  in  his  building,  formerly 
occupied  as  a  shoe  manufactory,  now  occupied  by 
William  F.  Field.  E.  Capen  French  had  a  grocery 
store  near  Stoddard's  brush-factory,  in  the  north 
part  of  the  village  ;  store  afterwards  occupied  for 
the  same  purpose  by  Joel  T.  Packard.  B.  R.  Clapp 
has  a  variety  store  in  the  building,  near  the  new 
post-office,  on  Main  Street.  Southworth  &  Noyes 
had  a  grocery  and  hardware  store  nearly  opposite 
Kingman's  brick  block,  now  Edward  0.  Noyes; 
Daniel  Hayward  one  on  School  Street,  near  the  rail- 
road. John  W.  Snell  kept  a  small  grocery  store 
opposite  the  residence  of  Freeman  Holmes  several 
years  since.  S.  Francis  Dearborue  had  a  grocery 
store  in  Drayton's  building,  now  occupied  by  Col. 
John  J.  Whipple  as  a  grocery  and  drug  store,  oppo- 
site the  First  Congregational  Church,  formerly  occu- 
pied by  N.  C.  &  G.  W.  Fisher  as  a  grocery  store. 
Nathan  Jones  kept  a  grocery  store  in  Col.  South- 
worth's  building  many  years.  E.  H.  Woodbridge 
kept  paints,  oils,  etc.,  on  School  near  JIain  Street. 
William  Field  also  kept  a  grocery  store  in  Capt.  John 
Battles'  house.  Lot  Packard  kept  a  store  in  the  house 
afterwards  occupied  by  Capt.  Robert  Packard.  F.  & 
H.  Baylies  kept  a  dry-goods  store  in  "  Wheeler's 
Block,"  corner  of  Main  and  School  Streets,  a  few 
years  since.  The  building  was  afterwards  owned  and 
known  as  "Bixby's  Building."  Francis  0.  Hall  kept 
a  grocery  store  on  Turnpike  Street,  in  the  West 
Shares,  for  a  short  time,  several  years  since.  Johu 
W.  Snell  kept  a  grocery  store  at  Campello  for  a  short 
time,  in  a  building  owned  by  Bela  Keith,  Esq.  Rufus 
L.  Thacher  kept  a  flour  and  grain  store  in  Central 
Block,  on  Centre  Street,  a  few  years  since.  C.  C. 
Bixby  &  Co.  kept  a  large  assortment  of  drugs,  medi- 
cines, fancy  goods,  books,  stationery,  etc.,  in  Bixby's 
block,  where  the  present  brick  block  knowu  as 
"  Bixby's"  now  is,  adjoining  the  "  Home  Bank  Build- 
ing." Isaac  Washburn  came  from  Kingston,  and 
kept  store  in  the  old  tavern  building,  opposite  Rufas 
P.  Kingman's  residence,  for  a  short  time  only. 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

Free  Schools — Old  School  Districts — School  Committee  of  the 
North  Parish — School  Committee  of  North  BriJgewaler  (now 
Brockton) — Annuul  Appropriations  for  Schools — New  School 
Districts — Attendance  on  the  Schools — Valuation  of  School 
Property  in  1882 — Adelphian  Academy — North  Bridgcwatcr 
Academy — Private  Schools — Normal  School  Scholars — Gradu- 
ates of  Colleges — Press  of  Brockton — Town  Maps — United 
States  Pensions. 

Schools. — For  the  past  two  centuries  our  country 
has  enjoyed  a  system  of  education  that  has  had  no 
parallel.  The  progress  of  our  country,  witli  all  its 
Varied  interests,  luay  be  attributed  to  tlie  education 
of  her  people.  There  is  no  one  thing  in  which  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  society  is  so  mucli  in- 
volved as  in  the  proper  education,  the  moral  traiuiiifr, 
and  discipline  of  youth,  and  the  many  advantages 
arisiuj;  from  the  same  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated 
or  overstated.  The  boldness  of  the  measure  aiming 
at  universal  education  through  the  medium  of  free 
schools  has  no  precedent  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
Every  nation  abroad,  as  well  aa  States  at  home,  are 
imitating  our  example.  The  credit  of  originating 
these  free  institutions  is  due  to  our  Pilgrim  Fathers. 
It  was  in  the  cabin  of  the  "  Mayflower"  that  they 
agreed  among  themselves  to  a  written  constitution  of 
government  which  was  the  nucleus  of  all  the  free 
governments  of  the  earth.  At  the  time  they  landed 
on  our  shores  two  grand  ideas  pervaded  their  minds, 
namely  :  religion,  or  the  spiritual  interest  of  their 
people,  and  knowledge,  or  the  education  of  the  young. 

Free  Schools. — The  fisheries  of  Cape  Cod  were  early 
laid  under  contributions  for  the  support  of  free  schools 
in  1671.  At  a  public  festival  a  few  years  since  the  fol- 
lowing sentiments  were  offered  :  "  Mackerel  Schools 
and  Free  Schools,  the  one  the  support  of  the  other  ;" 
another,  "  The  Fishermen  of  Cape  Cod,  they  get  their 
learning  on  their  own  Hook."  These  institutions 
have  long  been  under  the  control  of  the  government, 
by  them  supported  and  controlled,  sanctioned  and 
protected  by  law  as  much  as  the  right  of  a  person  to 
their  own  mode  of  worship  ;  and  the  distinguishing 
feature  of  the  system  is  in  the  advantage  of  common- 
school  instruction,  which  is  free  to  all,  without  dis- 
tinction of  race,  color,  or  position,  and  is  secured  to 
every  child  in  the  State,  that  the  property  of  the 
commonwealth  shall  be  subservient  to  eijual  and  ade- 
(|uate  instruction.  The  mass  of  the  people  have 
been  educated,  and  we  have  enjoyed  what  no  other 
nation  has  been  permitted  to  enjoy, — we  have  learned 
for  ourselves  how  to  conduct  a  free  government,  and 
the  success  of  the  same  may  be  seen  in  the  progress 


that  has  been  and  is  now  being  made  in  all  that  ton- 
tributes  to  make  a  nation  prosperous  and  happy. 

From  earliest  time  the  policy  of  Massachusetts  has 
been  to  develop  the  minds  of  her  people  and  to  imbue 
them  with  the  principles  of  duty.  In  doing  this  she  has 
had  the  aid  of  the  many  towns  within  her  limits,  and 
has  a  system  which  is  destined  to  greater  and  mure 
elevated  usefulness  than  has  ever  before  been  :-een. 

The  town  of  Brockton  has  ever  been  ready  to  con- 
tribute of  her  public  funds  for  educational  purposes. 
Previous  to  the  incorporation  of  the  old  North  Parish 
the  parish  paid  their  proportional  part  of  school  ex- 
penses of  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  and  received  a 
share  of  the  benefits  of  the  same.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  town  of  Bridgewater,  held  Nov.  2-t,  17-lG,  a  com- 
mittee of  twelve  were  chosen  '■  To  consult  what 
method  may  be  most  beneficial  to  the  Town  in  im- 
proving of  ye  school  for  the  futer."  Robert  Howard, 
Abiel  Packard  were  chosen  on  the  part  of  the  North 
Parish.  The  committee  made  the  following  report : 
Dec.  1,  1746.  "  Voted  that  the  sum  of  £25u,  old 
Tenor,  to  support  schooling  in  the  town  one  year 
next  following,  and  that  the  grammar-.school  has  been 
kept  longer  in  a  precinct  than  htis  been  useful  when 
it  comes  to  their  turn,  and  that  the  west  precinct 
shall  have  the  improvement  of  ye  grammar-school  the 
first  year,  and  then  the  other  precincts  in  order  shall 
have  the  grammar-school  according  to  their  propor- 
tion of  ye  Tax."  We  next  find  a  record  in  the 
parish  books  as  follows:  March  21,  17-17.  'At  a 
meeting  held  this  day  To  chtise  a  committee  to  take 
care  of  the  money,  and  gat  a  scole  masture,  or  a  scoole 
dame,  and  to  see  if  the  precinct  can  agree  whare  the 
scoole  shall  be  keept  this  year,"  it  was  voted  "  That 
Timothy  Keith,  Robert  Howard,  and  Abiel  Packard 
should  be  a  committee  to  take  care  of  the  scoole  the 
year  Insewing."  Also,  "  Voted  by  the  jneciiict,  that 
the  precinct  should  budevided  into  three  scoulc  Ricks, 
to  begin  at  Elisha  Dunbar's,  and  frtiiu  thence  to  Abia 
Keith's,  and  from  thence  to  Hencry  Kingman's  all  to 
the  South  of  that  line  to  be  the  South  Rick,  And  the 
meedal  Rick  to  extend  North  as  far  as  the  north  side 
of  Abiel  Packard's  field  that  Joy  ties  Zachariah  Gur- 
iiey's,  by  an  east  and  west  Line  from  said  place. 

"  Eiich  peart  having  Equal  parte  In  the  town 
treasury  for  draft  of  money  belonging  to  the  precinct 
for  the  use  of  the  scoole  to  be  drawcd  by  the  com- 
mittee for  the  scoole  or  their  order."  For  a  long 
time  after  the  establishment  of  the  North  Parish,  or 
Precinct,  there  were  but  three  school  districts,  which 
were  divided  as  above.  "  The  subject  of  new  school- 
Houses  was  brot  to  the  attention  of  the  parish,  Au- 
gust 15,  1748,  To  chuse   a   man   or  men   to    receive 
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the  money  due  from  the  town  to  maintain  a  scoole 
and  to  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  best  method ; 
Alsow,  To  see  if  the  precinct  will  build  one  or  more 
scool-houses  for  the  use  of  the  Parisli  scool,  and  to 
act  anything  proper  for  accomplishing  the  same.  The 
meeting  was  setteled  by  the  choise  of  Daniel  Howard, 
moderator. 

Old  School  Districts. — "  Voted  that  Timothy  j 
Keith,  Abiel  Packard,  and  Robert  Howard  should  bee 
a  committee  to  draw  the  money  out  of  the  town  treas- 
ury this  present  year,  their  perporsionabel  part  for  the 
use  of  the  Parash  Scools,  and  to  dispose  of  the  same  in 
the  way  and  manner  voted  by  the  precinct  last  year 
past."  Dec.  9,  1751,  a  meeting  was  held  "  To  agree 
How  and  whare  the  scoole  shall  be  keept  the  Insueing 
year.  Voted  that  the  scool  shuld  be  keept  in  three 
places  in  the  precinct ;  also.  Voted  that  the  meddal 
part  shuld  have  the  scool  the  first  fore  months,  and  the 
south  part  should  have  it  the  nest  two  months,  and 
the  north  part,  which  extends  from  the  north  line  of 
the  middle  rick  as  far  north  as  the  town  extends, 
should  have  it  the  next  three  months."  A^ain, 
March  2S,  175:-1,  the  laying  out  of  the  money  and 
"  settcUing  of  the  scool"  was  left  to  the  precinct  com- 
mittee. The  people  of  the  precinct,  feeling  dissatis- 
fied with  the  division,  called  a  meeting,  which  was 
held  March  11,  1784,  "To  take  the  minds  of  the 
precinct  respecting  the  grammar  school  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  act  what  may  be  thought  proper  concerning 
the  same,"  at  which  it  was  ''  Voted  to  divide  the 
precinct  into  four  Ricks  for  the  Grammar-School ; 
also,  Voted  that  Barnabas  Howard,  Dea.  Jonathan 
Gary,  Mr.  Matthew  Kingman,  and  Ensign  Issachar 
Snell  be  a  committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and 
make  report  at  the  fall  meeting."  Sept.  6,  1784, 
the  committee  for  dividing  the  district  into  four  ricks 
for  the  grammar-school  gave  in  the  following  report : 

"  We,  the  subsoribors,'  being  chosen  a  committee  by  the  North 
Precinct,  in  Bridgewater,  in  order  to  divide  said  precinct  into 
four  parts  for  the  better  accommodutioD  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  precinct  to  improve  the  Orramoiar  School,  and  having  con- 
sidered the  same,  do  report  as  followeth,  namely :  That  a  line 
be  drawn  from  Mr.  Zachariah  Cary's  westerly  to  Ephraim 
Churchill's,  and  from  thence  to  Eoston  Line,  and  those  families 
on  the  south  side  of  said  line  to  be  the  South  Riuk,  and  those 
on  the  north  side  of  said  line  to  be  the  North  Rick,  and  from 
said  Cary'a  easterly  to  William  Shaw's,  and  from  thence  to 
Abington  line,  to  divide  the  easterly  part  of  said  precinct,  those 
families  on  the  south  side  of  said  Road  to  be  the  South  Rick, 
the  before-mentioned  Ricks  to  be  divided  North  and  South  by 
the  Country  Road. 

"  Issachar  Snell. 

"  Barnaba.s  IIoward. 

"  Matthew  Kinoiian. 

"JONATHA.V    CABy." 

The  above  report  being  read,  it  was  accepted,  and 


the  meeting  voted  "  that  the  Grammar  School  be 
keept  six  weeks  in  each  Rick."  "  Voted  that  the 
two  Ricks  on  the  west  side  of  the  Country  Road  have 
the  Grammar  School  this  year." 

After  the  above  division  of  the  parish  into  dis- 
tricts, or  ricks,  the  precinct  committee  had  cliarge  of 
the  division  of  the  school  fund  as  it  was  drawn  (Vom 
the  town  treasury,  and  upon  them  devolved  the  duties 
that  afterward  were  assigned  to  the  committee  chosen 
for  each  district. 

March  4,  1794.  The  parish  "voted  to  rai=e  £15, 
to  be  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  puri.sh,  for  the 
purpose  of  English  schooling."  March  17,  1794. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  parish  it  was  "  voted  to  chose  a 
Committy  in  Each  English  School  District  to  take 
care  of  the  school  money,  and  see  that  it  is  well  laid 
out  for  the  benefit  of  each  Destrict."  The  duties  of 
this  committee  were  to  procure  rooms,  teachers,  fuel, 
etc.,  for  the  schools  in  their  several  districts. 

School  Committee  of  the  North  Parish. — The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  school  committee  cliosen  by 
the  town  for  the  several  districts  from  1794  to  182G 
inclusive : 


Lieut.  Nathaniel  Orcutt,  1794. 
Ensign    Howard    Gary,    17y-t, 

'95,  1802,  '04,  '06,  '11,  '16, 

'17. 
Daniel  Cary,  1794,  '95,  1801. 
Perei   Southworth,  1794,  '95, 

1S05. 
Issachar  Snell,  Esq.,  1794,  '95, 

'96,  '97,  '98. 
Ichabod  Howard,  1794,  '95,  '98, 

'99,  1800,  '01,  '02,  '07,  '19. 
Levi  Keith,  1794,  '95. 
Benjamin  Howard,  1794. 
Purmenas  Packard,  1794,  '95, 

'99,  1802. 
Capt.  Lemuel   Packard,  1794i 

'96,  1802,  '08. 
Barnabas  Curtis,  1794,  '95. 
Lieut.   Robert  Packard,  1795, 

•98,  '97,  '98,  '99,  1800,  '01, 

'14, '21. 
Daniel  Manley,  1795,  1800. 
Ephraim  Cole,  1795, 1801,  '10, 

'14,  '18. 
Capt.  Jesse  Perkins,  1796,  '99, 

1800. 
Lieut.  Eleazer  Snow,  1796. 
Job  Ames,  1796. 
Oliver    Howard,    1796,    1803, 

'05. 
Waldo  Hayward,  1796. 
John  Wales,  1796,  1804. 
Samuel  Dike,  1796,  1803,  '07. 
Joseph  Hayward,  1796,  1805. 
Eliphalet  Packard,  1797. 
Moses  Cary,  1797,  1814,  '16. 
William  Brett,  1797. 


Jonathan    Perkins,  Jr.,   1797, 

1800,  '07,  "11,  '13,  'IB,  '19. 
Jeremiah  Beuls,  1797. 
Rufus  Brett,  1797. 
Capt.  Zebedee  Snell,  1797,  '98. 
William  Shaw,  Jr.,  1797. 
Nathaniel  Manley,  1797. 
Deacon  James  Perkins,  1798. 
Ensign    Mark    Perkins,   1798, 

1804,  '06,  '08. '11,  '17,  '19. 
Samuel  Choesman,  1798. 
Timothy  Amos,  I7US,  1805. 
Ebenezer  Warren,  1798. 
Seth  ICingman,  1"'J8,  1815. 
Jonathan    Keith,    1798,   1301, 

'02, 'U3. 
Thomas  Thompson,  17'JU,  ISI.'i, 

'19,  '22. 
Nathaniel  Leach,  1799. 
Zachariah  Gurney,  Jr.,   1799, 

1804,  '09,  '14,  'IS. 
Benjamin    Keith,  1799,   1S05, 

'06,  '07,  '08,  '09. 
Asaph  Hayward,  1799. 
Japhet  Beals,  1799. 
Noah  Ames,  1709. 
Josioh  Perkins,  1300,  '05. 
Amzi  Brett,  1800. 
Abiah  Packard,  1800. 
Jonathan  Cury,  1800. 
Deacon  David  Edson,  1300, '08. 
Dr.  Philip  Bryant,   1800,  '08, 

'09. 
Ensign  Jonathan  Snow,  1300, 

'26. 
Miciih    Shaw,    1801,    'Ofi,    '13, 

'22. 
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lluyward  Murahull,  ISOl,  '10, 

'14,  '24. 
Biirzilliii  Field,  ISIIl,  'Oo,  '09, 

'23. 
Epbraiiu  Jackson,  ISUI,  '04. 
SiiDJuc'l  Brett,  Jr.,  1801. 
Ciileb  Ilowiud,  IS02. 
John    Tildeii,    1802,    '07,    '09, 

'12   '22. 
Lieut.  Ephraim  Nuyes,   1802, 

'04,  '11,  '14,  '17. 
Isaiali  I'acltard,  1802,  'OS. 
Eiisij^n   Asa  Jones,  1S02,  '09, 

'IS. 
Job  Bryant,  1S03. 
Asa  Ford,  1803. 
Cyrus  Packurd,  1803,  '06,  '15, 

■21. 
Tlioinas    Packard,   Jr.,    1803, 

'10. 
Josejjb  Aldon,  1803. 
Capt.    Abel    Kia^uian,    1804, 

'22,  '26. 
Jolin  Howard,  1804. 
Dauicl  Packard,  1804. 
Sbepard     Perkins,    1804,    '09, 

'17. 
Setii  .Snow,  1S06. 
Zacliariab  Snell,  1805. 
Abijali  Knapp,  1806. 
I'erez  Crocker,  1800,  '17. 
Gideon    Howard,   Esq.,    1806, 

■12,  '13,  '15,  '16. 
Oliver  Suell,  1806,  '10. 
AV'illiam  Edson,  1806. 
Ensign     Nehemiab     LincolD, 

1807,  'Oil,  '12. 
Setb  Edson,  1807, '11. 
Noah  Cheesman,  1807. 
Samuel  Alden,  Jr.,  1807. 
Joseph  Brett,  1807,  '14. 


Isaac  Eaines,  1812. 

Sbepard  Snell,  1812. 

Galen  Packar.l,  1812,  '21. 

.•VIpha  Brett,  1813. 

Luke  Packard,  1813,  '21. 

Jusiah  Dunbar,  1813,  '18. 

Mioah  Packard,  1813, '17,  '23. 

Manley    Ilayward,    1813,   '16, 
'21. 

Asa  Howard,  1815,  '22. 

Capt.  John  Packaid,  1815, '10, 
'I'J,  '20. 

Jeremiah  Beals,  Jr.,  1815,  '19. 

Lewis  Dailey,  1815. 

Capt.    Oli^'cr    Jackson,    1815, 
'21,  '26. 

James  Cary,  1815. 

Howard  Packard,  1815,  '17. 

Isaac  Koitb,  1816,  '26. 

Enos  Thayer,  1816. 

Apollas  Packard,  1816. 

Darius  Howard,  1S17,  '26. 

Ziba  Keith,  1817,  '21. 

ThouKis  Walos,  1818. 

Howard  Mauley,  1813,  '23. 
Jacob  Dunbar,  1818. 

Eiekiel  Merritt,  1818. 
Samuel  Packard,  1818. 
Josiah  Ames,  1818. 
John  Smith,  1818,  '24. 
John  Cralts,  1819. 
Pariueuaa  Brett,  1819. 
Jabcz  Kingman,  1819,  '26. 
David  Ford,  1820. 
Azor  Packard,  1820,  '24. 
Oliver  Leach,  1320. 
Theron  Ames,  1820. 
Zenas  Brett,  1820. 
Isaac  Packard,  1820. 
Nathan  P.ackard,  1820. 
Isaac  Hartwell,  Jr.,  1820,  '22. 


Joseph    Sylvester,  Jr.,    1808,  |  Nathaniel  Wales,  1821. 
'14.  j  David  Battles,  1821. 

A;£el  Gurney,  1821. 
Barnabas  Edson,  1821. 
David  Ames,  1822. 
Josiah  Brett,  1822. 
William  Tribou,  1822. 


Daniel    Howard,    Esq.,    1808, 

•09, '11. 
John  Ames,  1308. 
Levi  Packard,  1808,  '13. 
John  Burrill,  1809. 
Benjamin  Amos,  1809,  '14,  '19,  ,  Jonas  Ueynolds,  1822. 

'23.  i  Zibeon  Brett,  1822,  '23. 

Adin  Packard,  Jr.,  1810. 
Eliphalet  Kingman,  1810,  '17, 

'20. 


Barnabas  Curtis,  1810. 
Ebenezer  Dunbar,  1810. 
Jonathan  Beal,  1811. 
Zebcdee  Suell,  Jr.,  1811. 
Caleb  Jackson,  1811,  '15. 
Joseph  Ueynolda,  Jr.,  1811. 
Silas  Snow,  1812, 
Turner  Torrey,   1812,  '14,  '17, 

'24. 
Sylvanus    French,   1812,    '19, 

'23. 
Jacob  Fuller,  1812,  '20. 


Simeon  Dunbar,  1823. 
Jesse  Perkins,  Jr.,  1823,  '20. 
Williams  Allien,  1823. 
Uezekiah  Packard,  1823. 
Martin  Southworth,  1823. 
Martin  Dunbar,  1823. 
Isaac  Curtis,  1S23. 
Sullivan  Packard,  1824. 
Charles  Packard,  1821. 
Samuel  Dike,  Jr.,  1821. 
Caleb  Copeland,  Jr.,  1824. 
Zophar  Field,  1824. 
Nalium  Perkins,  1826. 
Joel  Ames,  1826. 


Tliis  was  the  con\mencenioiu  of  the  practice  of 


cboobing  a  comojiitee-maii   in   tlie  several  districts  to 
mauage  the  affairs  iadepciideutiy  of  tiie  town. 

iNIarch  16,  1795.  The  parisii  came  toyetlier  "  to 
hear  tiie  Report  of  a  committee  clio.sen  to  sec  il'  tliuy 
can  fix  upon  any  plan  tlial  siiall  operate  more  equally 
in  the  division  of  the  Grammar-Schuol  District." 

"  The  committee  appointed  by  the  North  Parish  of  Bridge- 
water  at  their  meeting  in  November  hu-t  to  consider  whether 
any  alterations  can  be  made  in  the  Grammar  School  wricks  in 
said  Parish  wich  will  be  of  more  general  advantiige  to  the  in- 
habitants thereof.  Beg  leave  to  make  the  folluwiug  repoite, 
namely  : 

"  Flint,  your  committee  are  of  ojiinion   that  the  South  west 
and  South  east  wricks,  ns  to  their  extent  and  bounds,  remain  as 
they  now  are.     Secondly,  your  committee  are  of  opinion   that 
it  will  be  for  the  general  advantage  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
North  west  and    North    East  wricks  to  be  divided  into  three 
wricks,  in  the  following  luaniicr  and  form,  to  wit;  The  first,  or 
north   west  wrick   to  be   bounded   Northerly  and   Westerly  on 
Stoughton  and  Eastou,  Southerly  on  the  South  west  wrick,  and 
easterly  on    tho   river  wbaieon   Ucyuolds'  saw-mill  stands,  in- 
cluding also   Lieut.  Parinenas  Packard  and  Bcnjaiiiin  Silves- 
ter's familys.    The  S*'voiiti,or  north  wrick  to  be  botiinlcd  north- 
erly on  Stoughton,  westerly  on  Reynolds'  mill   Itiver  aforesaid. 
Southerly  on  the  Southern  wrick,  and  easterly  on  trout   Brook, 
excluding  the  heforc-nientioned   fauiilies  of   Lieut.   Parinenas 
Packard   and   Benjamin    Silvester,  including   Daniel    Howard, 
Esq.,  Gideon   Howard,  and  Thomas  "White,  and  their  families 
before    mentioned.     Tho    Third,  or    North    East   wrick    to    bo 
bounded   easterly  and   northerly  on   Abington  and   Itandolpli, 
westerly  on  Trout  Brook,  and  southerly  on  the  .South  cast  wrick, 
excluding  Daniel  Howard,  Esq.,  Gideon    Howard,  and  Thomas 
White's  families,  before  mentioned.      Thlidlj,  your  coniiiiitiea 
are  also  of  opinion  that  the  Gramiiiar-School  ought  to  be  kept 
in  tbe  two  southern  wricks  every  other  year, — one-half  in  tho 
South  west  wrick,  and  the  other  half  in   the  S'juth  east  wrick. 
\Pe  are  also  of  opinion  that  said  Grauiniar-Scliool  ought  to  bo 
kept  in  the  three  northern  wricks  nvi^ry  other  year  in  the  fol- 
lowing proportion,  namely  :  one-Third  pa.-t  of  tbe  time  in  tho 
north  west  wrick,  one-third  part  in  the  middle  or  north  wrick, 
and    one-third    part   of    the    time    in    the    North    East   ivrick. 
Foiirthlij,  your  committee  are  furthermore  of  the  opinion   that 
tbe  school  in  the  north  or  middle  wrick  ought  to  be  kept  alter- 
nately at    the  achool-House    near    Nathaniel    Snell's    and    tho 
school-House  near  the  Meeting- House,  and  that  the  schoid  in 
the  South  east  wrick  ought  to  be  kept  at  or  between  Selh  King- 
man's, Abel  Kingman's,  and    Eliab  Packard's,  and    that    tho 
School  in  the  North  east  wricks  ought  to  be  kept  alternately  at 
the  school-house  near  Deacon  Jonathan  Cary's  and  the  ."School- 
house  near  William  Shaw's,  unless  the  inhabitants  of  said  wrick 
can  agree  on  a  more  central  place,  which  wo  judge  to  be  at  or 
between  Ames  Packard's,  Josiah  Packard's,  Jusiah  Karnes',  and 
Perez  Southworth's. 

**  All  wich  is  submitted  to  Said  jjarish  for  consedeiation  and 
acceptance. 

'*  IssACll.lU    S.NKLL, 

'*  Eli^a/ku  S.n'ow, 
"  Daniel  Howauu, 
"Jesse   Perkins, 
"  Lemuel  Packauh, 

'•  Cuiiiiniltee. 
"  A  true  record. 

"Da.nIEL   CauV,  Piecincl    Clerk." 
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Again,  the  graiumar-school  did  not  suit  all  the  peo- 
ple ill  tliL'  parish  :  for,  Nov.  14,  179(!,  we  find  a  meet- 
ing cuiieii  •'  To  see  if  some  more  advantageous  method 
cannot  be  devised  for  the  improvement  of  the  Gram- 
mar-School,"  at  which  it  wits  "  voted  to  postpone  the 
subject  to  the  next  March  meeting." 

March  9,  1797.  "  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of 
one  from  each  school  District,  to  make  some  alteration 
in  the  Grammar-School  Districts,  and  report  at  next 
fall  meeting."  Daniel  Howard,  Esq.,  Issachar  SncU, 
Esq.,  Waldo  Hayward,  Capt  Lemuel  Packard,  Moses 
Gary,  Capt.  Zebedee  Suell,  Capt.  Je.sse  Perkins,  Jere- 
miah Thayer,  Jr.,  Barnabas  Curtis,  Daniel  Mauley, 
Jr.,  were  the  committee  who  made  the  following  re- 
port, Nov.  13,  1797 : 

*' The  committee  aitpotntcd  to  report  a  plan  for  keeping  the 
Grammur-School  haveiigreeU  upon  the  fullowing  mode,  namely  : 

"  Firal,  Th;it  Suid  School  shall  not  he  kept  in  a  dwelling- 
bouse.  Stcniid,  That  Said  School  be  kept  in  each  En<;Iish 
district  through  the  parish,  provided  they  Shall  build  School- 
Houses  and  tit  them  with  seats  in  the  same  manner  the  School- 
house  ne;ir  the  meeting-house  is,  and  otherwise  convenient  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Selectmen  for  the  time  being,  and  fiiid 
sufficiency  ut'  Fire  wood.  Thinl,  In  case  any  district  shall  not 
comply  with  the  foregoing  conditions,  the  school  is  to  be  keept 
in  the  ne.\t  Distreot  according  to  their  turn.  The  school  shall 
be  keept  tirst  in  Issachar  Snell's,  2d  in  Jesse  Perkins',  ;id  Jona- 
than Cary's,  4th  Amzi  Brett's,  5th  William  Shaw's,  6th  Ichahod 
Edaon's,  7th  Charles  Snell's,  8th  Ephraim  Cole's,  9th  Daniel 
Manly's,  loth  Capt.  Zebedee  Snell's, — all  of  which  ie  Submitted 
to  the  parish  for  consideration  and  acceptance. 

"The  above  report  was  accepted  and  agreed  to  by  the  Parish. 

"  A  trew  record. 

"Daniel  Cary,  ParM  Clerk." 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  town,  in  1821, 
the  North  Pariah  bad  the  charge  of  tlie  school  funds 
which  were  set  apart  by  the  town  to  them,  and  the 
precinct  committee  were  the  committee  when  no  others 
were  chosen  especially  for  that  purpose.  The  amount 
was  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  according  to  their 
valuation.  We  find  no  systematic  account  of  the 
amount  appropriated  yearly  or  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  spent,  but  presume  it  was  well  expended.  The 
schools  were  usually  from  six  to  eight  weeks  in  a  year, 
and  we  should  judge  the  people  would  make  the  most 
of  their  time.  We  have  found  occasionally  separate 
amounts  additional  to  that  voted  by  the  town  to  be 
assessed  by  the  parish,  as,  March  IG,  1795,  "Voted 
£15  for  English  Schooling."  Also,  Feb.  27,  1798, 
"  Voted  to  raise  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  use  of 
schooling."  This  above  vote  was  reconsidered  Aug. 
19,  1798.  The  precinct  voted  sums  only  when  an 
extra  outlay  had  been  made  or  a  school-house  built. 
The  fii-st  appropriations  are  from  1821  to  1825,  inclu- 
sive, when  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  was  voted.     Early  the  next  year  (182G)  the 


State  passed  a  general  law  placing  the  entire  care  and 
su})erintendence  of  the  public  schools  in  a  town  iu 
the  hands  of  a  committee,  which  consisted  of  three, 
five,  or  seven  persons,  whose  duty  it  was  to  examine 
into  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  and  to  visit  the 
several  schools  at  the  commencement  and  closing  of 
them.  Their  duty  was  to  provide  books  for  those 
that  fail  to  provide  for  themselves,  under  certain  rules, 
and  also  to  determine  what  books  should  be  used  in 
the  schools. 

School  Committee  of  the  Town. — The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  school  committee  from  1827  to  18G4, 
inclusive,  together  with  the  years  of  their  election  : 

Eliab  Whitman,  1827,  'JO,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '46,  "47. 
Linus  Howard,  1827,  '29,  '30,  '31. 
Dr.  Nathan  Perry,  1827. 

Uev.  D.  Huntingdon,  1828,  '40,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '45,  '46,  '47. 
Dr.  John  S.  Crafts,  1828,  '29,  '30. 
Rev.  John  Goldsbury,  1828. 
Heman  Packard,  1829,  '30,  '31,  '31,  '33,  '34. 
Albert  Smith,  1829,  '35,  '38,  '39. 
Jesse  Perkins,  1829,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '36,  '37,  39. 
Jahcz  ICingmao,  1830. 
Era>tus  Wales,  1832,  '33. 
Lucius  Kingman,  1834,  '35. 
Zibeou  Shaw,  1834,  '35,  '38,  '37. 
Joseph  A.  Rainsford,  1836,  '37. 
Isaac  Eames,  1838. 
I   Josiah  W.  Kingman,  1838. 
Rev.  John  Dwight,  1838. 
Rev.  Paul  Couch,  1838,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '45,  '46,  '47, 

'48,  '49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '53,  '54,  '55,  '56,  '57,  '58. 
Rev.  A.  S.  Dudley,  1845. 
Adoniram  Bisbee,  1848,  '49,  '50,  '51,  52. 
Rev.  William  Whiting,  1848,  '49,  '50. 
Henry  A.  Ford,  1851,  '52,  '56,  '57,  '58,  '59,  'CO,  '61. 
Rev.  Henry  Baylies,  1853,  '54. 
Rev.  A.  B.  Wheeler,  1854,  '55. 
Rev.  Warren  Goddard,  1853. 
George  T.  Ryder,  1855. 
Charles  C.  Bixhy,  1855. 

Rev.  Charles  L.  Mills,  1856,  '57,  '58,  '59,  '60. 
Elbridgo  G.  Ames,  1859,  '60,  '61,  '62,  '63. 
Galen  E.  Pratt,  1860,  '61,  '62,  '63. 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood,  1862,  '83.  '84,  '65,  '66,  '07,  '68,  '69, '70, 

'71,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75,  '76,  '77. 
Augustus  T.  Jones,  1864,  '65,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '78, 

'79,  '80. 
Rev.  F.  A.  Crafts,  1864,  '65,  '66,  '67. 
Rev.  J.  L.  Stone,  1866,  '67,  '68. 
Jonathan  W  bite,  1867,  '68,  '69,  '76,  '77,  '78,  '79,  '80,  '81,  '82,  '83, 

■84. 
Jonas  R.  Perkins,  1867,  '68. 
Rev.  E.  C.  Mitchell,  1868. 
Rev.  I.  M.  Atwood,  1869,  '70,  '71. 
Henry  A.  Ford,  1870,  '71,  "72. 
Darius  Howard,  1870,  '71,  '72. 
Ira  Copeland,  1870,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75. 
Charles  R.  Ford,  1870,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '74. 
Charles  D.  Brigham,  1870,  '71. 
Ellis  Packard,  1870,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75. 
Albert  Keith,  1870,  '71,  '72. 
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Loring  W.  Puffer,  1874. 

Enoa  H.  Reyoolda,  1874,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '73. 

S.  Franklin    Packard,  1874,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '78,  '79,  '80,  '81,  '82, 

'83,  '84. 
AlfrtU  Laws,  1874,  '75,  '76. 
Cyru8  F.  Copeland,  1874,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '78,  '79,  '80,  '81,  '82,  '33, 

'84. 
Baalia  Sanford,  Jr.,  1375,  '76,  '77, '78, '79, 'SO,  '81,  '82,  '83,  '84. 
John  J.  Whipple,  1875,  '76,  '77,  '78,  '79,  '80,  '31,  '82,  'S3. 
Edward  Crocker,  1876,  '77,  '78. 
H.N.  P.  Hubbard,  1877,   78,  '79. 
Uev.  Henry  E.  Goddard,  1877,  '78,  '79. 
CIkuIcs  \V.  Suiuncr,  1875,  '76,  '77,  '78,  '79,  '80,  '81. 
De  Witt  Clinton  Packard,  1879,  '80,  '81,  '32. 
Patrick  Liiliuorc,  ISSO,  'SI,  '82. 
Liizie  A.  Kingman,  elected  iu  joint  oonvontion  lor  three  years, 

but  declined  serving. 
Martha  J.  Farwell,  1882,  '83,  '84. 
Samuel  L.  Ceals,  1882. 
David  S.  Cowell,  1882,  '83,  '84. 
Arthur  K.  Kenrick,  1882,  '33,  '84. 
Hon.  Ziba  C.  Keith,  ex  officio,  1882,  '34  (mayor). 
Hiiu.  Henry  H.  Packard,  ex  officio,  1S83  (mayor). 
William  A.  Sanford,  1883,  '84. 
William  Uankin,  1883,  '84. 

Annual  Appropriations  for  Schools. — This  com- 
wittee  was  also  required  to  make  au  aouual  report  of 
tlie  number  of  schools,  scholars,  amouut  appropriated, 
and  such  other  details  as  was  deemed  of  interest  to  the 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth.  From  these  reports 
(now  on  file  iu  his  office)  from  North  Bridgewater  we 
fiud  the  following  reports,  which  we  publisii  to  exhibit 
at  a  glance  the  condition  of  the  schools  at  difi'erent 
dates : 

—  Number  Amount  Number 

'  of  Scliulura.      appropriated.       of  Scliouls. 

1827 425  S800  U 

1828 425  800  11 

1829 550  800  11 

1830 580  800  11 

1831 593  800  11 

1832 509  800  11 

1833 669  800  11 

1834 650  1000  11 

1835 057  1000  11 

1836 676  1000  11 

We  see  by  the  above  returns  that  prior  to  the  year 
1837  the  amount  annually  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  public  schools  in  the  town  did  not  increase 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  schol- 
ars. During  this  year  a  change  was  made  in  the 
laws  regulating  the  schools  throughout  the  common- 
wealth by  the  organization  of  the  Board  of  Education 
in  June,  1837,  and  by  which  all  the  school  committees 
in  the  several  towns  were  required  to  make  a  detailed 
report  to  them  annually  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  their  respective  towns,  which  report  was 
either  to  be  read  in  open  town-meeting  or  printed  for 
circulation  among  the  inhabitants.  The  effect  of 
these  reports  has  been  of  universal  advantage  to  the 
commonwealth,  as  by   this   system  the  experience  of 


each  town  is  laid  open  to  the  others,  so  that  they  may 
be  benefited  by  another's  experience.  By  it  the  sev- 
eral portions  of  the  State  are  brouirht  nearer  each 
other,  causing  a  spirit  of  emulation  to  pervade  the 
community.  It  is  this  that  has  given  the  Old  Bay 
State  a  name  wortliy  of  being  handed  down  to  future 
generations,  and  has  made  her  so  celebrated  for  her 
educational  advantages. 

The  returns  above  named  were  u.-.uallv  made  iu 
March  or  April,  and  presented  to  the  town  fur  their 
approval.  Below  we  present  the  reader  witli  a  copy 
of  the  returns  from  1838,  the  year  I'olluwiug  the  or- 
ganization of  the  board,  to   the  year  1882,  iiielusivo: 

Amount  iippro-      Nniuber  of 
Year.  No.  Schools.        pri.iieii  by  s^itulnra  be- 

Tuxiitiun.        I  ween  4  ami  16. 

1838 11  jlUllO.nu  7U4 

1839 13  1I8S.8.-;  717 

1840 11  1200. Uil  701 

1841 11  1500. UU  678 

1842 11  IJOU.liu  713 

1843 U  1500.110  739 

1844 11  1761.511  7'J9 

1845 13  1926.20  Siio 

1846 13  1920.20  bUO 

1847 13  llilio.iio  7'JU 

1848 13  1630.(111  Sl- 

1849 15  2000.00  891 

No.  Scliolnn 
between  5  auJ  16. 

1850 16  $2000.00  802 

1851 16              2,000.00  867 

1852 16              2,600.011  905 

1853 16              2,600.00  U79 

1854 16              3,000.00  1UI3 

1855 18              3,000.00  1124 

1856 19              3,500.00  1135 

1857 IS              3,500.00  1135 

1858 19              3,500.00  1191 

1859 19               3,500.110  1174 

1860 19              3,500.ou  1177 

1861 20              3,500.00  1263 

1862 21               3,500.00  1271 

1863 21              3,500. ou  1343 

1864 21              4,500.00  1302 

1865 25              7,UOO.uo  152,') 

1866 26              7,900.00  1525 

1867 26              8,000.00  1530 

1868 27  10,000.00  1537 

1869 27  10,000.00  1416 

1870 29  14,250.00  1589 

1871 33  15,250.00  1710 

1872 35  16,500.00  1647 

1873 34  17,500.00  1820 

1874 38  21,500.00  1918 

1875 38  21,590.00  1970 

1876 37  22,975.00  loll 

1877 38  25,821.00  2140 

1878 40  26,025.00  2045 

1879 41  24,740.uO  2107 

1880 43  22,700.00  2267 

1881 49  23,750.00  2  157 

1882 50  27,023.00  2504 

Note. — The  reports  in  the  several  town^  being  made  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  the  figures  opposite  the  dated  above  arc, 
in  fact,  the  record  of  the  preeeding  year,  as,  iu  1833,  the  ruluru 
being  for  the  year  ending  in  March,  it  would  bo  the  record  tor 
1837,  and  so  on  to  the  eud  of  the  list. 

For  eight  years  previous  to  1864  the  town  of  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  did  not  expend  as  much 
money  per  scholar  as  most  of  the  towns  in  the  State. 
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In  that  year  the  people,  witli  a  commendable  spirit, 
added  one  thousand  dollars  to  their  appropriation, 
making  it  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which 
sum  was  divided  among  the  several  districts  through 
the  town  ;  also  another  appropriation  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  for  high-school  purposes,  making  a  total 
of  five  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  for  schools. 
To  show  how  the  town  has  been  in  past  times,  we  will 
present  to  the  reader  a  few  figures  for  1863,  with  an 
appropriation  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
There  were  in  the  commonwealth  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  towns.  Of  this  number,  three  hundred 
and  six  towns  paid  more  for  each  scholar  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  fifteen  than  this  town,  while  there 
are  but  twenty-sis  towns  that  did  not  pay  as  much. 
There  were 

Four  that  paid  one  dollar  and  over. 

Fifty-one  thiit  paid  two  dollare  and  over. 

Ninety-nine  that  paid  three  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

Ninety-two  that  paid  four  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

Thirty-^ix  ttiat  paid  live  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

Nineteen  that  paid  sLv  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

Ten  that  paid  ^even  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

Eleven  that  paid  eight  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

Four  that  jmid  nine  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

One  that  paid  ten  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

One  that  paid  twelve  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

Two  that  paid  fourteen  dollars  and  a  fraction. 

One  that  paid  nineteen  dollars  and  a  fraction,  the  highest  town 

in  the  State. 
North  Bridgowater  paid  $2,606  per  scholar. 
East  Bridgewater  paid  $3.3Uy  per  scholar. 
West  Bridgewater  paid  $3,513  per  scholar. 
Bridgewater  paid  $3,597  per  scholar. 

In  comparison  with  the  other  towns  in  Plymouth 
County,  while  this  town  stood  second  in  point  of  pop- 
ulation, fifth  in  valuation,  fourth  in  the  number  of 
her  schools,  yet  she  paid  the  smallest  sum  per  scholar 
of  any  town  in  the  county.  At  that  time  the  public 
sentiment  began  to  change  in  regard  to  the  import- 
ance of  keeping  up  the  schools,  and  the  additional 
sum  appropriated  in  1864  gave  a  new  impul.se  to  the 
cause  of  popular  education.  Sept.  5,  18G4,  a  new 
high  school  was  opened  in  the  building  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  S.  D.  Hunt  for  school  purposes.  The 
school  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  gave  promise  of 
success. 

During  the  first  settlement  of  the  North  Parish 
there  was  but  one  school  district,  and  that  included 
the  entire  parish.  Only  one  teacher  was  required, 
and  that  was  usually  the  minister  of  the  parish,  or 
some  person  suflBciently  "  larned"  to  teach  the  young 
to  "  Read,  Wright,  and  Sifer,"  which  at  that  time 
was  all  that  was  deemed  necessary  for  common  busi- 
ness pursuits,  except  those  intending  to  enter  some 
professional  calling. 
42 


As  the  different  portions  of  the  precinct  became 
settled,  movable  schools  were  held  in  private  dwellings, 
mechanic  shops,  and  corn-houses,  or  such  places  as 
could  be  best  and  most  easily  procured.  The  minds 
of  the  people  were  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
clearing  land,  and  providing  for  the  support  of  their 
families,  and  such  other  matters  as  were  necessary  for 
subsistence.  They  were  like  all  people  in  new  places  : 
they  had  not  an  abundance  of  money  or  means  to  do 
with,  as  at  the  present  day,  and  he  was  lucky  who 
could  be  spared  from  labor  long  enough  to  get  even 
six  weeks'  schooling  in  a  year. 

New  School  Districts. — In  1751  the  people  saw 
the  necessity  of  a  division  of  the  school  funds,  and,  for 
the  purpose  of  dividing  the  time  equally  and  accommo- 
dating all  portions  of  the  precinct,  voted  to  divide  the 
parish  into  three  school  districts,  or  "  Ricks."  Again, 
in  1784,  the  parish  was  divided  into  four  districts,  or 
"  Ricks,"  and  the  school  was  kept  in  the  two  westerly 
districts,  which  were  west  of  the  present  Main  Street, 
the  first  year,  and  the  two  easterly  districts  to  have  it 
the  next  year.  Again,  in  1795,  the  two  northerly  dis- 
tricts were  divided  into  three  districts,  making  five  in 
the  parish.  In  1794  a  system  of  choosing  a  district 
"  committee  man"  to  look  after  the  schools  in  the 
several  districts  was  adopted,  which  served  to  give 
new  interest  in  school  matters.  In  1797  a  committee 
of  one  from  each  district  were  appointed  to  rearrange 
the  "keeping  of  the  School."  This  committee  re- 
ported against  keeping  schools  in  private  houses,  and 
in  favor  of  having  schools  kept  in  order  around  the 
town,  provided  each  district  would  furnish  a  school- 
house  and  find  fuel.  Various  changes  were  made  in 
the  division  of  the  territory  till  1865,  when  there 
were  fourteen  school  districts  in  the  town. 

No.  1,  or  ^^  Centre." — The  first  house  erected  in  this 
district  was  near  the  old  church  ;  the  next  was  situ- 
ated just  south  of  the  present  hotel  and  on  the  spot 
where  Kingman's  brick  block  now  stands.  The 
third  was  located  on  School  Street,  east  of  the  hotel 
and  near  the  present  new  house.  The  present  build- 
ing was  erected  in  1847,  and  is  a  neat,  roomy  build- 
ing, two  stories  in  height,  with  a  cupola  and  bell,  and 
is  painted  white,  with  green  blinds,  and  inclosed  with 
a  substantial  fence.     Now  used  for  a  high  school. 

No.  2,  or  "  Howard." — This  district  comprised  the 
northerly  portion  of  the  town,  near  Stougliton  line. 
The  first  house  erected  in  this  part  of  the  town  was 
built  previous  to  1795,  and  was  removed  in  1860  to 
give  place  for  a  new  and  larger  edifice.  The  next 
building  was  erected  during  the  years  1860  and 
1861,  under  the  direction  of  Lucien  B.  Keith, 
Charles   S.  Johnson,  Nahum   Battles,  Willard    II uw- 
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aid,  and  Henry  Howard  as  building  committee,  and 
who  were  tlie  trustees  in  behalf  of  the  district.  The 
building  wad  fifty  by  thirty-three  feet,  with  twenty- 
three  feet  posts.  The  contractor  and  master-builder 
was  John  F.  Beal,  of  Stoughton,  who  performed  his 
part  in  a  faithful  and  workmanlike  manner.  The 
school-room  is  thirty-five  by  forty-two  feet,  with  seats 
for  eighty  scholars,  which  are  of  the  modern  style, 
furnished  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Shattuck,  of  Boston. 
Around  the  outside  of  the  room  were  seats  for  sixty 
scholars  more.  The  rooms  were  well  furnished  with 
blackboards.  There  was  a  large  room  in  the  second 
story,  well  adapted  for  public  gatherings  of  any  kind, 
furnished  with  settees.  There  was  also  a  retiring- 
room  iu  the  house,  fifteen  feet  square,  with  seats  for 
those  wishinir  to  remain  during  intermission.  In  the 
entry  was  a  large  amount  of  wardrobe  hooka  and  iron 
sinks  for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  The  arrangement  of 
the  house  was  excellent,  and  the  interior,  as  well  as 
exterior,  appearance  reflects  great  credit  upon  the 
building  committee.  The  house  was  dedicated  March 
20,  1861,  wiih  the  following  exercises:  Voluntary; 
invocation,  by  Rev.  N.  B.  Blanchard  ;  singing,  by  the 
children  ;  remarks,  by  Galen  E.  Pratt,  of  the  school 
committee  ;  address,  by  Mr.  Farwell,  the  teacher  at 
at  that  time ;  finale,  singing,  under  the  direction  of 
Robert  Sumner,  of  Stoughton. 

No.  3,  "  West  Shares  or  Northwest  Bridgewater" 
(now"  Brockton  Heights"). — This  district  was  pro- 
vided with  a  small,  neat  .school- house,  situated  upon 
the  road  leading  from  the  Centre  Village  to  Stoughton. 
It  consisted  of  a  one-story  building,  painted  white, 
with  green  blinds. 

No.  4,  "  Tllden." — This  building  was  situated  on 
the  Boston  and  Taunton  Turnpike,  and  near  the  road 
leading  from  Easton  to  North  Bridgewater  Village, 
and  near  to  the  shoe  manufactory  of  H.  T.  Marshall ; 
it  was  a  small  building,  simiJar  to  that  at  the  West 
Shares. 

No.  5,  the  "  Anies"  District. — Situated  on  the  road 
leading  to  Easton  from  the  Centre  Village,  and  near 
the  residence  of  the  late  Dr.  Fiske  Ames. 

No.  (),  or  "  Campello"  District. — The  first  school- 
house  in  this  village  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  town  ; 
was  erected  previous  to  178-i.  This  was  sold  at 
auction,  and  removed  by  Maj.  Nathan  Hayward  to 
the  north  part  of  the  town  in  1842,  and  a  new  one 
erected  by  Bela  Keith,  twenty-eight  by  eighteen  feet, 
at  an  expense  of  about  five  hundred  dollars,  one  story 
iu  height,  painted  white.  In  1854  this  house  was 
raised,  and  one  story  added,  and  in  18G2  a  new  house 
was  built  by  Otis  Cobb,  co.sting  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  situated   south  of  the   old   building.     These 


two  buildings  have  long  since  given  place  to  one  large 
and  more  commodious  building. 

No.  7,  or  "  Copeland." — There  have  been  three 
houses  in  this  district.  The  first  was  built  about 
1800.  A  neat  and  tidy  house  was  erected  iu  1852: 
one-story  building,  painted  and  blinded,  and  was  an 
ornament  to  that  portion  of  the  town,  when  compared 
to  the  old  red  school-house  of  ancient  days.  Tliis 
district  is  situated  about  one  mile  east  from  the  village 
of  Campello,  on  the  east  side  of  Salisbury  River,  and 
the  bounds  of  which  extend  to  the  West  Bridgewater 
line. 

No.  8,  or  "  Shaw's." — This  district  was  one  of  the 
early  formed,  the  old  house  being  built  previous  to 
1794.  The  next  house  was  erected  in  1843,  costing 
about  five  hundred  dollars,  one  story  high  and  painted  ; 
located  on  or  near  the  same  spot  that  the  old  house 
stood,  which  is  near  to  what  is  called  "  Shaw's  Cor- 
ner." 

No.  9,  or  "Cary  Hill."— This  is  one  of  the  oldest 
districts  in  town,  a  house  having  been  built  previous 
to  1794.  It  was  situated  in  the  northeast  part  of 
the  town,  upon  a  high  spot  of  land  called  "  Cary  Hill." 
First  house  burned  in  March,  1840  ;  rebuilt  by  Mar- 
cus Packard,  in  July,  same  year,  costing  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars. 

No.  10,  the  "  Field  District." — The  school  in  this 
was  situated  on  a  prominent  height  of  land,  on  the 
south  side  of  Prospect  Street,  between  the  houses  of 
John  Field  and  the  late  Joseph  Brett.  They  have  a 
new  house  erected  within  a  short  time. 

No.  11,  or  "  Sprague's." — This  portion  of  the  town 
has  had  two  school-houses.  The  first  was  built  about 
1800;  the  second  was  built  iu  1852,  under  the  care 
of  Chandler  Sprague,  Esq.,  and  was  a  neat,  twu-story 
building,  with  a  cupola  containing  a  bell,  the  whole 
painted  white,  with  green  blinds,  and  was  located  iu 
a  very  sightly  position  on  a  prominent  street. 

No.  12,  or  "  North  Winy." — This  is  a  compara- 
tively new  district.  It  was  formed  of  a  portion  of  the 
Centre  District,  being  set  apart  from  them  in  184C. 
At  first  a  large,  two-story  house  was  erected,  but  of 
late  it  has  increased  in  numbers  to  such  an  extent 
that  in  a  few  years  a  second  house  was  erected  for 
the  primary  department,  and  both  became  well  filled 
with  pupils. 

No.  13,  or  "  South  Wing." — This,  like  the  North 
Wing  District,  is  also  a  new  district,  they  having  been 
setoff'  by  themselves  at  the  same  time  the  Centre  was 
divided,  and  the  North  Wing  taken  from  them  in 
1846.  A  new  school-house  was  erected  near  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Sumner  A.  Ilayward,  un  the  cast 
side  of  Main  Street,  and  has  quite  a  large  school. 
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N^o.  14,  or  "  Snow's." — This  district  comprises  the 
territory  between  West  Shares  and  Tilden  Districts. 
The  house  was  situated  near  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  on  the  turnpike,  and  has  been  erected  but  a 
few  years. 

This  brings  the  subject  of  schools  down  to  the  year 
1866,  when,  by  vote  of  the  town,  held  May  5,  1866, 


they  "  voted  to  abolish  the  District  System."  Since 
that  time  the  schools  have  been  under  the  immediate 
control  and  direction  of  the  school  committee  chosen 
by  the  town  and  city.  The  several  committec-uien  are 
selected  as  special  for  particular  schools. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  attendance  on  the  dif- 
ferent schools  for  the  year  1883: 


TABLE    OF    ATTENDANCE. 


E.  Parker,  Jr.,  priocipttl"! 

W.  E.  Perry,  sub-muster  | 

S.  J.  Pettee,  Ist  iisst.        (  ' 

M.  E.  Poure,  2d  uaat.       j 

W.  T.  Copclaod 

J.  V.  Lewis 

L.  F.  Elliott 

M.  S.  Dunaldsun 

G.  C.   Howard 

M.  A.  GoodricU 

E.  F.  UovB 

E.  A.  Parker 

H.  F.  Greenleuf. 

G.  Ciilef 

L.  A.  KiDgmua 

A.  L.  Burke 

H.  M.  Packard 

R.  A.  Brett 

A.  N.  Tlioiupson 

A.  A.  Averill 

L.  A.  Upbatn • 

E.  F.  Wilkes 

I.  M.  Kogurs 

G.  A.  Rogers 

E.  Wood 

G.  P.  Wilder 

J.  A.  Barry , 

P.  A.  Brown 

J.  F.  Otis 

E.  A.   Porter 

L.  E.  Prescott « 

M.  B.  Pratt , 

L.  n.  Fuller 

E.  C.  Blanehard„ , 

K.  Beainan 

A.  L.  Keudall 

L.  W.  ICin'^tuaa 

M.  M.Allen 

A.  F.  Law^iun 

J.  A.  Wiswell 

J.  A.  Mann 

M.  A.  Biisjbam 

E.  M.  Kendall , 

A.  M.  Poyutz 

E.  Manlcy , 

M.  E.  llannigan 

S.  G.  Thouias 

I  A.  F.  Paekard 

I  E.  R.  Packard 

I  M.  Pratt 

W.  H.  Crocker) 

S.  Rankin  {  

E.  M.  Elliott 

M.  I.  E.stes 

E.  A.  Perry 


Gbade. 


High  School. 

1st  Grammar. 
1st  Grammar. 
1st  Grammar. 
1st  ijrammar. 
1st  Grammar. 
1st  Grammar. 
1st  Grammar. 
2d  Gnimmar. 
2d  Grammar. 
2d  Grammar. 
2d  Grammar. 
2d  Grammar, 
ltd  Grammar. 
3d  Grammar. 
.3d  Grammar. 
Intermediate. 
Intermediate. 
Intermediate. 
Intermediate. 
Intermediate. 
Intermediate. 
Intermediate. 
Intermediate. 
Intermediate. 
Intermediate, 
lat  Primary. 
Ist  Primary. 
Ist  Primary, 
lat  Primary. 
Ist  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary, 
2d  Primary. 
2d  Primary, 
2d  Primary, 

Ungraded. 

Ungraded. 
Ungraded. 
Ungraded. 


SraiNo  TfciBU. 


B 

9 

2; 


106 

40 
5a 
57 
16 
2+ 
32 
45 
38 
33 
34 
4H 
55 
56 
61 
45 
60 
58 
59 
5y 
63 
56 
64 
51 
45 
56 
60 
57 
60 
38 
57 
69 
56 
80 
6S 
67 
54 
66 
62 
60 
62 
69 
58 
92 
74 
56 
57 

70 

50 
40 
23 


i 

•  s 

f 

•«1 

■9 
g 

I" 
1 

01 

.95 

33,7 

.92 

53 

.97 

54.33 

.92 

14.5 

.93 

20 

.94 

31 

,97 

42 

,93 

32.6 

.90 

34 

.92 

32 

.94 

48 

.87 

44 

.89 

46.8 

.90 

51.8 

.93 

41 

.97 

47.3 

.88 

50 

.92 

50.r 

.92 

56 

.95 

51.4 

90.8 

43.5 

.79 

54 

.83 

40.6 

.89 

37 

.90 

51 

.91 

52 

.86 

48.6 

.92 

49 

.97 

34 

.90 

49 

.88 

60 

.91 

50.6 

.90 

65 

.92 

49.8 

.85 

61 

.91 

47.1 

.87 

52.2 

,79 

45.5 

.84 

41 

.68 

51,8 

.83 

54,1 

.86 

53 

.91 

61,5 

.79 

51 

.87 

43 

,81 

44 

.88 

56 

,83 

38.3 

.56 

34 

.91 

21 

.84 

41 
28 

1 
25 

5 

7 
25 

2 
27 
11 
11 
12 
31 
17 
31 
72 
32 

8 
43 
15 
62 
48 
54 
83 
14 
12 
52 

6 
11 
43 
26 
13 
18 
23 
25 
12 
37 
17 
17 

3 
55 

3 

134 

36 

12 

63 

HI 

49 
16 
53 


A-9 


Se- 


•3s 
=  1 


2 
12 
9 
1 
3 
7 
3 
6 
5 
6 
5 
1 
1 
9 
5 
1 
7 
4 
7 


4 
3 
6 
3 

13 
9 
3 
4 
3 
8 
8 
6 
I 
4 
5 
2 
4 

14 
1 

16 
1 
1 
6 
1 


SuHULa  Teuu. 


149 

44 
56 
49 
27 
25 
42 
65 
43 
41 
34 
56 
59 
58 
62 
55 
58 
61 
56 
41 
59 
62 
58 
58 
59 
74 
64 
59 
70 
53 
56 
72 
59 
72 
72 
63 
54 
70 
60 
60 
59 
72 
45 
92 
68 
57 
57 

63 

46 
36 
37 


146 

36.7 

52 

51 

24 

23 

39 

53 

40.2 

35 

30 

52 

50 

50.1 

51.3 

50.4 

50.6 

51 

50.4 

38.7 

50.6 

51 

45 

47.5 

48 

59 

57 

50.9 

62.5 

49 

47 

60 

55.3 

60 

53 

59 

44,5 

56.6 

39 

49 

49.9 

57 

42 

56 

50 

39 

50 

52.9 

33 

32.7 

27.6 


98.1 

.93 
,93 
.95 
.93 
,95 
,95 
.81 
.95 
.94 
.88 
.92 
.94 
.93 
.91 
.94 
.93 
.89 
.93 
.95 
93.4 
.82 
.83 
.93 
.92 
.91 
.92 
.94 
.88 
.93 
.84 
.91 
.94 
.92 
.89 
.93 
.82 
.80 
.86 
.81 
.84 
.91 
.92 


a 

'A 


25 

23 

2 

16 
9 
6 
20 
17 
19 
33 
9 
22 
17 
24 
10 
40 
22 
15 
21 
23 
36 
46 
74 
17 
21 
8 
46 
5 
16 
46 
27 
15 
13 
65 
21 
j6 
42 
44 
15 
.s 


9 

14 

10 

6 

5 

12 

7 

3 

4 

8 

15 

5 

5 

12 

11 

3 

10 

10 

6 

10 

5 

4 

6 

11 

8 
16 
12 

12 
*> 

4 
3 
3 
4 
2 
5 
5 
3 
5 
9 


.73 

218 

.90 

35 

.76 

49 

.87 

95 

.39 

62 

.56 

71 

.96 

17 

.91 

94 

660 


HISTORY    OF    PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


ESTIMATED   VALUE   OF   SCHOOL   PROPERTY,  JANU- 
ARY  1,   1882. 

Schools.           School  Lot.  Buildiu^.  Furniture,    Apparututi. 

Cary $100  ¥500  §100  SIB 

Sbu.w 100  1,500  lUi)  16 

Howard 500  L',000  300  16 

Prospect 50(1  2,000  400  10 

Hancock 150  1,200  225  16 

Marshall 100  500  75  16 

Ames 50  .iOO  50  l:{ 

Bclluoill 500  1,800  350  30 

Park  Street 1,000  1,800  375  20 

Copelund 200  800  200  13 

Sylvester..  200  500  50  10 

Ashland 250  500  50  10 

Spring  Street 1,000  1,800  375  20 

Centre   Primary 1,000  1,900  375  20 

Sprague 1,000  7,500  SOO  30 

Wbituian 4,000  14,000  1,300  30 

Huntington 1,500  14,000  1,300  30 

Perkins 1,500  12,000  1,300  30 

High  School 5,000  8,000  500  200 

Union 500  9,500  800 

Packard 500  2,300  475 

$19,650         $84,400         $9,500  $542 

Adelphian  Academy. — About  the  luiddle  of  Au- 
gust, 1844,  two  young  men,  brotliors,  wlio  liad  ju.■^t 
finished  their  collegiate  studies,  came  into  town,  entire 
strangers,  without  letters  of  introduction  or  money, 
and  opened  a  school  in  a  building  owned  by  Maj.  Na- 
than Hayward,  south  of  the  hotel  and  quite  near  the 
"  Old  Unitarian  Church."  Tliey  comnieiiced  with 
thirty  students,  Sept.  4,  1844,  and  steadily  iucrutLsed 
in  numbers  as  follows :  the  first  term  they  had  forty- 
six  students ;  second  term,  fifty;  third  term,  ninety- 
six,  fourth  terra,  sixty-nine ;  fifth  term,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one.  The  second  year  the  building  proved 
inadequate  to  their  wants,  and  the  church  above  named 
was  procured  for  tlie  same  purpose.  The  school  con- 
tinued in  favor  and  was  doing  well,  when  a  meeting 
was  held  to  consider  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  suit- 
able building  for  the  permanent  establishing  of  the 
academy.  Three  thousand  dollars  was  agreed  upon 
as  the  amount  needed  to  accomplish  the  object.  Fail- 
ing to  get  enough  subscribed,  the  project  was  aban- 
doned for  a  time.  Struggling  against  adverse  circum- 
stances, and  after  much  thought  and  many  solicitations 
to  go  elsewhere,  they  concluded  to  remain  at  North 
Bridgewator,  and  to  make  that  town  a  permanent 
home.  A  small  hillock  of  about  lour  acres,  a  short 
distance  north  of  the  railroad  depot,  was  purchased, 
which  they  called  Montello,  upon  which  they  erected 
buildings  suitable  for  their  purpo.se,  involving  an  ex- 
penditure of  nearly  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  friends 
of  the  enterprise  made  them  a  dedicatory  visit  soon 
after  the  completion  of  the  buildings,  and  presented 
them  with  a  valuable  bell  for  the  academy  building. 
In  the  spring  of  1847,  an  act  of  incorporation  was 
granted  to  the  proprietors  with  corporate  powers. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  act : 


''  Bo  it  enacted  by  the  Seaate  and  House  of  Kepreaentativea^ 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  .\utliority  of  the  Suuie  us 
follows: 

"Silaa  L.  Loomis,  L.  F.  C.  Lootnis,  Nathan  Jones,  and  their 
associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  Adelphian  Academy,  to  be  ealablished  lo  the  town 
of  North  Bridgewater,  in  the  county  of  Plyiuoutb,  with  all  ilic 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  tUuiey,  rcitrietiuns, 
and  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  ehaipterof  the  Revised 
Statutes." 

This  corporation  had  permission  to  hold  real  estate 
to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  exclusively  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  education. 

Approved  March  11,  1347. 

The  following  were  elected  officers  of  the  institu- 
tion :  Joseph  Sylvester,  president;  L.  C.  Lnoniis,  sec- 
retary ;  S.  L.  Loomis,  treasurer  ;  Hon.  Jesse  Perkins, 
L.  C.  Loomis,  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  Edwin  H.  King- 
man, David  Cobb,  Newton  Shaw,  Silas  L.  Loomis, 
George  Clark,  Caleb  Copeland,  Franklin  Ames,  Isaac 
Eames,  trustees. 

This  institution  continued  to  increase  in  numbers 
until  a  high  school  was  thought  of  being  established 
in  the  town,  which  the  Messrs.  Loomis  suppo.sed  might 
injure  their  school,  when  they  concluded  to  close  it  as 
soon  as  it  might  be  done  without  too  great  a  sacrifice. 
Thus  the  academy  was  brought  to  a  close  in  1854, 
after  a  term  of  ten  years  from  its  conimencenient. 
During  this  time  they  had  gathered  a  library  of  over 
one  thousand  volumes  and  a  cabinet  of  over  ten  thou- 
sand specimens.  The  following  are  among  those  that 
had  taught  in  that  institution  : 

Professor  Silas  L.  Loomis,  A.M.,  M.D.,  now  surgeon 
in  the  United  States  army  ;  Professor  L.  C.  Loomis, 
A.M.,  M.D.,  now  president  of  the  Wosleyan  Female 
College,  Wilmington,  Del.;  J.  E.  Marsh,  A.M.,  M.D., 
now  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Army  ;  Kev.  Horace 
C.  Atwater,  A.M.,  Hon.  Isaac  Atwater,  A.M.,  chief 
justice  of  Iowa  ;  Rev.  J.  H.  Burr,  A.M.,  Kev.  Daniel 
Steele,  A.M.,  J.  Mason  Everett,  E.  A.  Kingsbury, 
Maximilian  Hall,  B.  A.Tidd,  Miss  Emiua  L.  Loomis, 
Miss  Susan  T.  Howard,  Otis  S.  Moullon,  Annie  E. 
Belcher,  S.  M.  Saunders,  Emery  Seaman,  0.  W.  Win- 
chester, A.B. ;   Mrs.  Mary  A.  Winchester. 

The  building  formerly  used  as  an  academy  ha.-i  since 
been  removed  to  the  corner  of  Centre  and  Montello 
Streets,  near  the  railroad  depot,  and  is  used  ;is  a  manu- 
factory. It  was  a  three-story  building,  painted  white, 
with  green  bliods,  and  crowned  with  a  cupi>lu  fur  a 
bell. 

North  Bridgewater  Academy. — This  in.->titution 
was  founded  by  Mr.  Sereiio  D.  Hunt,  who  was  assisted 
at  different   tiroes   by  the   following   teachers:    Mrs. 
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Hunt,  wife  of  tlie  principal;  Miss  Mary  FI.  Clough, 
3Iiss  Clara  Kiiiiictiian,  Miss  Sarah  B.  Fiske,  Misa 
E.  Marion  Hurlbut,  Miss  Helen  Eveleth,  Edwin 
Hunt,  A.B.,  Miss  Hattie  F.  Stacy,  and  Misa  Julia  M. 
Howard. 

Private  Schools. — Among  the  most  prominent  of 
those  institutions  in  the  town  is  Mrs.  Nathan  Jones' 
school.  We  take  pleasure  in  recording  the  fact  that 
for  more  than  thirty  years  Mrs.  Jones  has  kept  a 
private  boarding-school  for  children  of  both  sexes  at 
her  residence  ;  and  few  there  are  to  be  found  of  the 
young  jKTsons,  natives  of  the  town,  who  have  not 
attended  '  Mrs.  Jones'  School"  at  least  for  one  term. 

Deacon  Hemau  Packard  kept  a  select  school  at  the 
north  end  of  the  town,  on  Prospect  Hill,  for  several 
years  previous  to  his  leaving  town  for  New  Orleans, 
which  had  a  good  reputation. 

Rev.  E.  Porter  Dyer  kept  a  select  school  in  the 
town  in  1835  and  1836. 

Normal  School. — List  of  persona  having  attended 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Bridgewater,  with  the  years 
of  their  attendance,  most  of  whom  are  graduates : 


Air.  Luciu:s  Gurney 1S41 

-Miss  .Melinchi  A.Carey,..  1841 

Miss  Ve^t:i   Uolbrook 1841 

Mr.  Chiiuney  Cuimut 1842 

Mr.  Nutlmuiel   Wules 1842 


Miss  Almira  KingiiiaD...  1853 

Miss  Ambellik  Ames 1869 

Mr.  Henry  Manley 1859 

Miss  Lizzie  A.  Kiagman  IS60 

Mr.  Isotto  K.  Harris IStiU 


.Mr.  Elbriilj;e  (i.  Ames...  1»43  ;  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Kingmun   1861 

Mr.  Lysandi-rDickermau  IS43     Miss  Mury  E.   Huglics...   1863 

Mr.  FreJeric-k  Perkins...  1843     Miss  Juliu  A.  Puckiird...   1863 

Jlr.  JoHi;ih  V.  Bisbee 1853  '  Miss  Mury  A.  Hollis 1363 

Mr.  Augustus  Remick....  1857  i  Miss  Mnrthu  J.  Packard   1863 

Misa  Harriet  N. Kingman  1857'  Miss  Estber  M.  Simmons  1863 

Mr.  Ellis  V.  Lyou 1858  I  Mr.  Charles  H.  W.  Wood   1S63 

Mr.  Junus  Reynolds 1858  '  Miss  Lucia  A.  Kingman   1864 

College  Graduates. — Li.^t  of  graduates  from  dif- 
ferent colleges  of  persons  from  North  Bridgewater,  so 
far  as  can  be  ascertained,  to  1865  : 

James  'riiumpson,  1761,  Princeton,  N.  J.,  clergyman  and  pre- 
ceptor. 
John  Porter,  Jr.,  1770,  Harvard,  clergyman. 
Huntinglou  Porter,  1777,  Harvard,  clergyman. 
Jonathan  Porter,  1777,  Harvard,  physician. 
Eliphulet  Porter,  1777,  Harvard,  clergyman. 
Thomas  Crafts,  1783,  Harvard,  clergyman. 
Asa  Packard,  1783,  Harvard,  clergyman. 
Zechariah  Howard,  1784,  Harvard,  clergyman. 
Henekiab  Packard,  1787,  Harvard,  clergyman. 
Joshua  Cushman,  1787,  Harvard,  clergyman  and  statesman. 
Naphtali  Shaw,  1790,  Dartmouth,  clergyman. 
Tbeophilus  Packard,  1796,  Dartmouth,  clergyman. 
Daniel  Howard,  1797,  Harvard,  attoruey-at-law. 
Issacbar  .Siicll,  1797,  Harvard,  physician. 
Lucius  Cary,  1798,  Brown  University,  attorney-at-law. 
Daniel  Noyes,  1813,  Yale,  murcbant. 
Jonas  Perkins,  1813,  Brown  University,  clergyman, 
Frederick  Crafts,  1816,  Brown  University,  preceptor. 
Jonathan  P.  Crafts,  1317,  Brown  University. 
Austin  Packard,  1821,  Drown  University,  attorney-at-law. 
Levi  Packard,  1821,  Brown  University,  elergyumn. 
Elipbalct  P.  Crafts,  1821,  Brown  University,  clergyman. 
Thomas  JeH'erson  Snow,  1823,  BrowD  University,  preceptor. 


Lucius  Kingman,  1830,  Brown  University,  nttorney-at-law. 

Abel  W.  Kingman,  1830,  Amherst,  physician. 

Austin  Gary,  1337,  Amherst,  clergyman. 

Samuel  Dike,  1S33,  Brown  University,  clergyman. 

Abel  Kingman  Packard,  1345,  Amherst,  ciergyuiun. 

David  Temple  Packard,  1850,  Amherst,  clergyman. 

Lysander  Diekcrman,  1851,  Brown  University,  clergyman. 

Augustus  T.  Junes,  1856,  Yale,  editor  and  publisher. 

John  P.  Apthrop,  1361,  Amherst. 

Ilcman  Packard  DoForest,  1862,  Yale. 

Ebenezcr  Couch,  1864,  Harvard. 

Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Packard,  M.D.,  graduated  at  New  England 

Fcuiale  Medical  College. 
John  Goddard  entered  at  Amherst,  1858,  but  owing  to  ill  health 

did  not  graduate. 
Henry  T.  Eddy  is  now  in  Yale  College. 

LIST    OF    GRADUATES    OP    THE    BROCKTON    HIGH 
SCHOOL. 

1867. 

N.  Woldo  Bradford.  Edward  C.  Wood. 

Eldridge  L.  Brown.  R.  Augusta  Brett. 

William  P.  Burden.  Alice  M.  Keith. 

Warren  Goddard.  Mary  W.  Lyou. 

Edward  D.  Hall.  Alice  M.  Packard. 

Ezra  T.  Kimball.  Sarah  F.  Packard. 

Charles  (j.  Mauley.  Alice  A.  White. 

Charles  F.  Reynolds.  Emma  White. 
Granville  W.  Tinkham. 

1868. 

David  W.  Battles.  M,  Addie  Hall. 

Ellis  F.  Copeland.  Florilla  M.  Hall. 

Henry  L.  French.  Cynthia  Hamilton. 

Charles  A.  Leach.  Julia  B.  Hayward. 

John  F.  Muir.  Isabella  A.  Howard. 

Herman  W.  Perkins.  Rosa  E.  Kingman. 
Waller  L.  Sawyer. 

1869. 

Charles  H.  Bates.  Addie  F.  Field. 

Charles  E.  Field.  S.  Nellie  Foss. 

George  Clarence  Holmes.  Mary  E.  Kingman. 

Chester  V.  Keith.  Abbie  Leach. 

Joseph  C.  Snow.  Annie  Leach. 

Hugh  H.  Smith.  Ella  D.  Packard. 

Fannie  B.  Bradford.  Florence  L,  B.  Peterson. 

Lizzie  M.  Clapp.  Emily  C.  Wood. 
Mattie  A.  Copeland, 

1870. 

Henry  M.  Dunham.  Alice  Gary. 

Uorvey  Dunham.  Eliza  S.  Eaton. 

Frank.  A.  Dunham.  Jennie  Hollywood. 

Henry  E.  Goddard.  Ella  Holmes. 

Edwin  D.  Hathaway.  Fannie  S.  Kimball. 

Elmer  C.  Packard.  Ida  F.  Kingman. 

Lyman  Shuw.  Hattie  Sawyer, 
Maroia  L.  Alden. 

1871. 

William  F.  Field.  Battle  P.  Heal. 

Forrest  F.  French.  Helen  A.  Cary. 

Emery  Qill.  Clara  B.  Cobb. 

Rufas  Henry  Kimball.  Louise  J.  Crocker. 

Patrick  Oilmore.  E.  Jennie  Goldthwalt. 

Florns  C.  Reynolds.  Addie  B.  Loiivitt. 

E.  Bradford  Southworth.  Grace  A.  Murray. 

Lyman  C.  Tilden.  Franklin  S.  Reynolds. 
Louisa  R.  Bailey. 
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1872. 


Ida  E.  Andrewa. 
AoDa  L.  liarry. 
Addie  L.  Crocker. 
Louisa  F.  Howard. 
Isabel  Keith. 
Georj^ianna  F.  Peterson. 
Laura  D.  Pierce. 
Asa  E.  Goddard. 
UelcD  Custiuian. 
Joseiiliine  M.  Hall. 

Mary  C.  Copelaud. 
Abbie  M.  Holiue:^. 
Minoie  C.  Joboaon. 
Elhv  M.  Kimball. 
Lillian  F.  Packard. 
Idella  JVI.  Stevens. 
Lizzie  F.  Trow. 
Walter  S.  Huyward. 
Edwin  W.  Reynolds. 
Fred.  P.  Richmond. 
Alice  M.  Field. 


1873. 


1874. 


Louise  G.  Allen. 
Annie  M.  Howard. 
Edith  M.  Howard. 
Fred.  U.  French. 
Frank  E.  Packard. 
Annie  L.  Kendall. 
Fannie  E.  Howard. 
Jessie  B.  F.  Little. 
Hattie  E.  McLauthlia. 
Eliza  T.  WUdQT. 


E.  Mabel  Moroy. 
Anna  M.  Trow. 
Benjamin  W.  Cobb. 
Wallaeu  C.  Keith. 
Arthur  E.  Kendriok. 
Mary  E.  Pinkham. 


1875. 


1876. 


Lizzie  F.  E^Ues. 
Minnie  Ida  Estes. 
Mary  A.  Hall. 
Nellie  Packurd. 
Henry  C.  Gurney. 
J.  Emil  C.  Lajjergreen. 
Frank.  A.  McLauthlin. 
Lizzie  F.  Cushman. 


1877. 


Annie  T.  Churchill. 
H.  Maria  Holmberg. 
Edith  Leach. 
Anna  M.  Ponitz. 
Nellie  D.  Sewall. 
Louise  Carr. 
Lillie  E.  Blanchard, 
Laura  D.  Gilt. 
L.  Etta  Prescott. 
Elber  C.  Bryant. 
Oliver  L.  Con^'don. 


Rosaletta  M.  Hall. 
Lizzie  J.  Jones. 
Marian  U.  Packard. 
Mary  A.  Sawyer. 
Henry  F.  Burrill. 
Charles  Eaton. 
Lucius  M.  Leach. 
L.  Eliot  Packard. 
Mary  E.  Hayward. 


Louisa  Cary. 
Mary  A.  Colo. 
Abbie  A.  Dunham. 
Inez  M.  Rogers. 
Annie  P.  White. 
J.  William  Baxendale 
William  H.  Bryant. 
D.  Frank  Coolcy. 
Austin  M.  White. 
Gardner  F.  Packard. 


Clara  E.  Gill. 
Charles  0.  Emerson. 
Elmer  K.  Gorbam. 
Joseph  M.  Hollywood. 
C.  Wesley  McCoy. 
William  S.  Packard. 
John  G.  Parrott. 
Joseph  H.  Perkins. 
Loyed  E.  Chamberlain. 


Edgar  B.  Stevens. 
Anna  W.  Howard. 
Helen  M.Packard. 
Selh  E.  Foss. 
William  H.  Porter. 
James  E.  Pointz. 


Ellen  Manley. 
Mary  C.  Puffer. 
Henry  L.  Emerson. 
John  Gilmore. 
Austin  Keith. 
Albert  Manley. 
Harry  C.  Severance. 


James  Dorgan. 
Edwin  L.  Emerson. 
D.  Everett  Hall. 
Nathan  Hayward. 
C.  Herbert  Kingman. 
J.  Robert  McCarty. 
Harry  L.  .Marstou, 
Dennis  Murphy. 
John  Kent. 
John  J.  Saxtuu. 
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Mattie  M.  Allen. 
L.  Ella  Holmes. 
Jennie  H.  Packard. 
Mattie  H.  Studley. 
Winifred  S.  Bennett. 
Edward  T.  Ford. 
Charles  F.  Jenny. 
Charles  W.  Packard. 

Mary  L.  Bullard. 
Susan  E.  Manley. 
Lucy  H.  Fuller. 
Ellen  M.  Kingman. 
Nellie  W.  Packard. 
Belle  Rankin. 
Horace  Richmond. 
Minetta  E.  Snow. 
Annie  N.  Thompson. 
Sophia  G.  Thomas. 
George  II.  Bryant. 
L.  Jennie  Clark. 
M.  Etta  Eliot. 
Herbert  L.  Hayden. 

Eunice  C.  Blanchard. 
M.  Agnes  Brigham. 
Adam  Capen  Gill. 
Lillian  M.  Gurney. 
Marion  H.  Harris. 
Kitty  P.  Jones. 
Julia  A.  Mann. 

Cora  F.  Battles. 
Robert  E.  Brayton. 
Charles  A.  Briggs. 
Annio  L.  Burke. 
Fannie  B.  Clark. 
Nellie  D.  Hayward. 
Mary  S.  Howard. 
Ellen  M.  Kendall. 
Louie  H.  Kidgway. 
Marian  F.  Smith. 
Annio  B.  Clark. 
Emily  B.  Crowell. 

Susie  L.  Bowen. 
Emma  W.  Hall. 
Carrie  L.  Hawkins. 
Lucy  C.  Holbrook. 
Jennie  H.  Richmond. 
S.  Emma  Thompson. 
Florence  E.  Jones. 
Edward  F.  Barry. 
Lucy  E.  Beneon. 
Maria  C.  Coots. 
George  W.  Emerson. 
Charles  C.  Fitzgerald. 
Patrick  II.  Gegan. 

Allen  F.  Brett. 
Arthur  L.  Copeland. 
Hattie  M.  Dunbar. 
Lottie  R.  Keith. 
Francis  C.  Kinsman. 


1870. 


1880. 


1881. 


1882. 


1883. 


Fannie  E.  Abbntt. 
Ttjrrie  L.  Brownell. 
Carrie  E.  Perkins. 
Emma  F.  Strattin. 
Mary  A.  Tighc. 
Walter  J.  Kcitb. 
Bernard  Saxtuu. 
Walter  H.  Cleveland. 

Juhn  Kelliher. 
Ada  F.  Law?on. 
Herbert  I.  Mltehell. 
Jennie  A.  Packard. 
Liz/.ie  J.  Pack.trd. 
Julia  \V.  Peckhaui. 
Xellic  M.  Poole. 
Huttie  E.  Porter. 
Williaru  H.  Sanford. 
Annie  K.  Severance. 
John  E.  Tighe. 
Arthur  E.  Southworth, 
Sarah  R.  Tbomj)3on. 
Ida  B.  Wheeler. 

Berlhia   I\laiiley. 
Kattie  F.  Parker. 
Jennie  M.  Sewall. 
William  F.  Brooks. 
M.  Francis   Buckley. 
Maggie  E.  llunnigan. 
Norman  B.  Shaw. 

Fred.  M.  Bixby. 
Mertun  F.  Citpclaud. 
Helen  M.  Duanc. 
Ida  E.  Fraicr. 
William  Gihnore. 
Arthur  E.  Keith. 
Mary  A.  Kenr. 
Florence  W.  Lambert. 
Frances  E.  Spruul. 
L.  Muude  Studley. 
Kihe  A.  Tinkbuni. 


Emma  E.  Hall. 
Laura  P.  Hall. 
Mary  F.  Hayward. 
George  E.  Horton. 
Harry  E.  Howland. 
Elisha  \V.  Morse. 
Eda  R.  Packaid. 
Nora  F.  Rus?ell. 
U.  Minnebel  Soutliwurth. 
Mary  E.  Sullivan. 
Evan  \V.  Thomas. 
Bernard  T!.  Winslow. 
J.  Alice  Wi^well. 

Ella  F.  Osborne. 
Alice  M.  Paikard. 
Alice  G.  Pettee. 
Ella  D.  Yuungmii.it. 
Mary  K.  Brooks. 
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S.  Franklin  Heals, 
Frank  B.  Buck, 
llauie  E.  iiolmea. 
Lena  S.  Howe?. 
.Albert  K.  Joslyn. 
Lillie  M.  Keith. 
Minnie  E.  Lewis. 


1884. 


David  Brayton,  Jr. 
Lillian  J(.  Estes. 
Che:,tcr  G.  Hill. 
Ella  L.  Johnson. 
Hannah  J.  Leonard. 
Wilfred  U.  LittleGeld. 
Minnie  E.  Moors. 
Eve  E.  Prescott. 
Minnie  E.  Wentwortb. 
Lena  M.  Baker. 
Lueia  E.  Cole. 


Nellie  M.  Lewis. 
Thomas  B.  Kiluy. 
Alice  M.  Snow. 
Wesley  S.  Snow. 
Lottie  F.  Swain. 
Hattie  White. 


Ada  Baxter. 
Lizzie  C.  Breit. 
Arthur  E.  Clark. 
Adelbert  M.  Fullerton. 
Edward  Gihnore. 
Hattie  A.  Hayward. 
George  A.  Holmes. 
Nellie  M.  Howes. 
J.  Arthur  Jenkins. 
Clarence  R.  Packard. 
Lewis  E.  Uich. 


The  Press  of  Brockton. — The  first  newspaper 
published  in  Brockton  was  commenced  by  George  H. 
Browu,  Esq.,  of  East  Bridgewater,  Aug.  22,  1835, 
under  the  name  of  Bridgewtiler  Patriot  mid  Old 
Colunij  Gazette,  in  the  hall  over  Maj.  Natlian  Hay- 
ward's  store,  in  what  is  now  the  south  corner  of  East 
Elm  and  Main  Streets. 

Mr.  William  H.  Burleigh  and  Rev.  E.  Porter 
Dyer  a.ssisted  Mr.  Brown  in  the  publication  of  the 
paper  till  its  removal  to  East  Bridgewater. 

The  next  paper  in  the  town  was  entitled  the  Old 
Colony  Reporter  and  North  Bridgewater  l/niou, 
and  was  published  by  Messrs.  F.  W.  Bartlett  and 
Thouias  D.  Stetson,  of  Kingston,  Mass.,  under  the 
firm  of  Bartlett  &,  Stetson,  commenced  Oct.  27,  1848. 
Mr.  Bartlett  left  the  firm  after  a  term  of  one  year, 
after  which  Mr.  Stetson  and  Rev.  William  Whiting 
continued  the  paper  in  Col.  Edward  Southworth's 
hall  till  1851. 

About  the  same  time  there  was  a  small  sheet  pub- 
lished at  the  office  of  the  Reporter,  devoted  to  the 
temperance  cause,  edited  by  young  persons. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  (pf  1850  and 
1851,  one  Dr.  Cawdell  commenced  the  publication  of 
a  paper  called  the  Bay  State  Clipper.  A  few  num- 
bers were  printed,  and  the  paper,  press,  types,  and 
one  form  of  the  paper  were  left  in  the  hands  of  Col. 
Southworth,  the  owner  of  the  premises  occupied  by 
the  doctor,  for  expenses. 

The  Adelphian,  a  literary  paper,  was  published 
for  two  years  from  Oct.  11,  1850,  by  the  Mes.>)r3. 
Loomis,  late  principals  of  the  Adelphian  Academy, 
which  was  edited  by  the  young  ladies  of  the  academy, 
and  was  especially  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
young. 

On  the  16th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1851,  the 


A^orth  Bridgewater  Gazette  was  commenced  in  the 
hall  over  Col.  Edward  Southworth'a  store,  by  George 
Phiiiney,  Esq.,  now  of  the  Wultham  Free  Press,  who 
continued  to  publish  the  same  till  July  25,  1855, 
when  he  removed  his  office  to  a  new  building  oa 
Franklin  Street. 

Mr.  Phinney  continued  to  edit  and  publish  the 
paper  till  1863,  when  he  sold  his  interest  in  the 
paper  and  printing-office  to  Mr.  Augustus  T.  Jones, 
who  removed  to  the  old  stand  in  Southworth's 
hall,  opposite  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and 
continued  to  publish  a  weekly  paper  until  April  1, 
1884,  when  the  management  was  for  a  time  under  the 
care  of  F.  H.  Buffum  &  Co.  On  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber Mr.  Jones  sold  the  paper  to  A.  M.  Bridgman,  a 
I  person  well  known  among  the  newspaper  fraternity 
as  connected  with  the  Haverhill  Gazette  and  other 
papers. 

The  Brockton  Evening  Gazette  (daily)  was  started 
by  Mr.  Jones  April  13,  1881. 

In  1874,  Mr.  G.  F.  Andrews,  of  Plymouth,  Mass., 
started  a  paper  called  the  Old  Colony  Press,  which 
had  but  a  short  existence.  The  material  was  closed 
out  by  E.  Y.  Perry,  Esq.,  of  Hanover,  Mass.,  who 
held  a  mortgage  on  the  entire  property. 

Mr.  Albert  H.  Fuller,  thinking  the  time  had  come 
for  a  second  paper  in  an  enterprising  town  like  Brock- 
ton, purchased  the  material,  and  published  the  first 
number  of  the  Brockton  Weekly  Advance,  May  6, 
1876,  under  the  firm  of  A.  H.  Fuller  &  Co.,  Walter 
L.  Hathaway  having  an  interest  in  the  same,  and 
W.  J.  Jenks,  editor.  Mr.  Fuller  sold  the  paper 
to  Isaac  Folgcr  and  S.  Heath  Rich,  of  Nantucket, 
who  conducted  the  same  from  September,  1878,  to 
May,  1879,  reaching  a  circulation  of  about  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred.  This  enterprise  not  meeting  the 
expectations  of  its  proprietors  they  surrendered  it  to 
their  creditors,  and  the  material  was  sold  .March  15, 
1882,  to  Arthur  E.  Fesaendcn,  who  published  the 
same  a  few  months  only. 

Albert  H.  Fuller,  mentioned  above,  started  the 
Brockton  Weekly  Enterprise,  July  5,  1879,  and  is 
now  the  publisher  of  the  same,  assisted  by  an  able 
corps  of  journalists.  This  paper  is  in  a  prosperous 
and  thrifty  condition,  S.  Heath  Rich,  editor,  having 
a  circulation  of  fifteen  hundred  copies.  Mr.  Fuller 
started  the  first  daily  newspaper  in  Plymouth  County, 
Jan  26,  1880,  and  has  a  circulation  of  two  thousand 
two  hundred  copies. 

Mr.  Fessenden  started  a  penny  paper  some  years 
since  which  had  a  short  existence.  It  was  called  the 
Daily  Advance. 

In   1878,   the  Brockton   Trades  Bulletin,  a  paper 
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printed   at   the   Sentinel  office,  in  Stougli'.ou,  had  a 
short  life,  and  was  soon  forgotten. 

Several  years  since  G.  A.  Goodall  published  a  niiu- 
iature  paper  called  Campellu  Press,  which  was  sold  to 
Augustus  T.  Jones,  of  the  Gazette.  It  was  an  ad- 
vertising sheet,  and  given  to  the  public. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Hardy  afterwards  purchased  the  same,  and 
with  J.  C.  Russell  as  partuer,  under  the  firm  of 
Hardy  &  Russell,  publisiied  the  same  for  a  short 
time. 

lu  1883,  Mr.  Goodall  published  a  paper  known  as 
the  Campello  Herald,  also  short-lived. 

On  the  8th  of  Marcli  the  Campello  Leader  was 
first  issued,  and  was  published  sixteen  weeks.  Tiiis 
was  more  of  a  literary  paper  than  a  newspaper,  and 
wa.s  illustrated  by  the  well-known  artist  of  Brockton, 
Mr.  A.  F.  Poole,  having  cartoons  and  pictures  of  local 
scenes,  etc.  Not  being  remunerative,  this  also  shared 
the  fate  of  its  predecessoi's,  and  stopped. 

The  Brockton  Eagle  is  tlie  name  of  an  eight-col- 
umn weekly  paper  published  by  William  L.  Puffer,  at 
No.  5  Green  Street.  The  first  number  was  issued 
Fob.  20,  1S84. 

Thus  we  see  there  are  three  weekly  and  two  daily 
papers  in  the  city. 

Town  Maps. —  March  1,  1830,  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  passed  a  resolve  requiring  the  several 
towns  in  tiie  commonwealth  "  to  make  a  survey  of 
their  territory,  and  deposit  a  copy  in  the  oiEce  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealih."  In  conformity  to 
this  resolve,  and  by  a  vote  of  the  town  passed  May  10, 
]  830,  Jesse  Perkins,  Esij.,  made  a  survey  of  the  town, 
and  a  map  was  published.  Bradford  Kingman,  Esq., 
oi    Brookline,  has  a  few  copies. 

April  ft,  1853,  at  a  legal  meeting  of  the  town, 
George  VV.  Bryant,  Chandler  Sprague,  Edward  South- 
worth,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Kingman,  and  Frederick  How- 
ard were  chosen  a  committee  to  cause  the  town 
to  be  resurveyed  and  a  new  map  to  be  published. 
The  contract  for  publisliing  the  same  was  given  to 
Messrs.  H.  F.  Walling  and  E.  Whiting.  The  map 
contained  names  of  residences,  views  of  churches, 
manufactories,  roads,  woods,  streets,  ponds,  rivers,  and 
divisions  of  the  various  school  districts.  The  first 
map  was  about  twenty  inches  square,  of  which  a  few 
copies  only  are  in  existence.  The  last  map  was  thirty 
by  thirty-nine  inclies.  The  first  map  of  the  ancient 
town  of  Bridgewater,  including  what  is  now  North 
Bridgewater,  was  drawn  with  a  pen  by  Beza  Hayward, 
at  that  time  one  of  the  selectmen,  June  16,  1795,  and 
is  a  very  crude  affair. 

A  survey  was  made  by  Silas  L.  Loomis,  A.M.,  in 
1851,  which  was  about  twelve  inches  square. 


In  1873,  F.  W.  Beers  &  Co.,  of  30  Vcscy  Street, 
New  York,  published  a  map  thirty-eiulit  by  sixty. 

In  1880,  Elbridge  L.  Brown,  Esq.,  made  a  survey 
of  the  town,  showing  the  different  wards  of  the  city. 
Nearly  the  same  thing  was  published  in  the  "  Brock- 
ton Directory,"  in  1884. 

An  elegant  copy-plate  map  w.as  published  by  Bi ad- 
ford  Kingman,  Esq.,  in  186(5,  for  his  "  History  of 
North  Bridgewater."  The  survi.ying  and  copy  from 
which  it  was  made  was  executed  by  Otis  F.  Clapp, 
Esq.,  a  native  of  Brockton,  now  in  charge  of  the 
"  Providence  City  Water- Works,"  and  is  a  skillful 
specimen  of  engineering  work. 

United  States  Pensions. — The  following  is  a  list 
of  persons  in  Brockton  who  draw  pensions  by  rea.son  of 
wounds  or  other  causes,  as  furnished  by  United  States 
Pension  Commissioner  Dudley: 

Molithly 

Name.  Caiide  for  wblcti  Peuuiuued.  Katu. 

Peoiie,  Fraticia Heurt  dlaeafio S^.O0 

Ripley,  Jootuli  W SVuuiid  led  oliuuhJer la.Od 

Uuali,  Juliu Gutiuliut  wuuiid  light  iiije 4.UU 

TluiLliani,  George  F Uunt>tiut  wound  light  urui 4.UU 

Tliuiiiptton,  Elijuti MuUi'ial  itulaon S.OU 

Tiiikltuiii,  EpbruiDi Wound  left  ahuulder I'i.UM 

TouKe,  Eheu Wouud  lelt  lliigh :i  .;;t 

ThoiupHon,  CliHrleu  U W«*UQd  led  leg la. 00 

Sullivan,  Thuliiaji Wound  right  leg U.uu 

Shepurduoii,  Luther  3 Gunshot  wound  right  arm 4.00 

Snell,  l(|.iacliar  K Injureil  left  leg  uud  groin 4.00 

Smith,  Joano  W Wound  right  hip i.iiO 

Htrunger,  Uerutua  F Gnnnhot  wound  right  leg 4.0O 

Keitli,  Martin  M Gunnhot  Wound  right  thigh  '.i.OO 

Siiell,  Bnidford Guiibhot  wuund  left  arm  and  hreudt....  4.0U 

Jauk.^oii,  Lahan Gunnhot  wouud  left  bide ii.oo 

Hathaway,  Joseph  T M.ttaria  iwaaon  (navy) T.-OO 

Howard,    Webttter Tuhorculouis 4.U0 

Maliar,  John Wounded  and  injured  bpiue l&.OU 

McUill,  Florence., Wound  left  foot 4(10 

Valley,  Franklin Gunuhot  wound  tuft  hand 1_'.0() 

Southwick,  Tbouiad  A — Gunaliot  wound  left  thigh 4.0i) 

Packard,  Stephen  S Injured  right  liip I'i.tio 

Kitowlton,  Edward   1. Wound  ttiigh li.iiti 

liarriman,  William  U Gnnehul  wuuikI  Ittft  hi]) '1.1)0 

Hall,  Andrew Wound  right  foot 4.00 

Drohaii,  Ellon ^lotlior 8.1)0 

t^iabhe,  Polly "       h.oo 

Ulancbard,  Klargaret "       S.Di) 

Ditvib,  Uattiel Father 20.00 

Whitniore,  llaliQah  H Wtdow  (navy) '^O.OO 

Southwurth,  Khudti. Widow  ISl'J 8.00 

Hartwell,  Amy "  S.Oi) 

Howard,  Eliza "  8.00 

Howard,  Harriet  U "  S.oo 

KiuglDan,  .lauette  H "  S.Ot) 

Knapp,  Polly *'  S.oo 

Kingmat),  Rebecca "  8.00 

Orcutt, Sarah  W "  8.00 

Maniey,  Iza  A "  S.OO 

Thayer,  Mary "  8.00 

WillianiD,  Susan  M "  8.00 

Warren,  Kbo4hi "  8.00 

UeynoIdH,  Nancy "  8.00 

Field,  Olive "  _ 8.00 

Wilbur,  Alu>ira "  8.00 

Woodwaid,  Flora. '•  80tt 

Conant,  Salina **  K.OO 

t'upeland,  Martha. "  8.00 

Ainet),  Siilly .,  '*  8.00 

Brett.  Nancy  a '•  _ 8.i)0 

Bradford,  Mary '*  8.00 

Brett,  Lucy "  8.00 

Brett,  Almiiu _ "  8.00 

Noyea,  Alva Survivor  1812 8.00 

McKenney,  Abigail Mother 8.00 

Wrlgl)t,  Sarah  U "       8.00 

Koberia,  Maria Widow 8.00 

Childa,  Wealthy "       8.00 

Howe,  filary  A "      8.00 

Itliller,  Louisa  S "      H.OO 

F)oBt,  John ..Father 8.00 

Vincent,  Jiunee Guimhot  wound  lower  jaw (i  Oo 

Thou)pson,  Zeniia  M Varicoee  vein  right  leg  and  thigh 8.00 

Moiaii,  Dav)d Gunnhot  wou)id  left  ankle ti-OO 

Mclntee,  Arthur Guuebot  wouud  right  band 8.00 

WllliB,  Henry  A Oieeaaed  lungs 8.00 
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Montbly 
Niiiiie.  Cause  fur  which  Pensioned.  Rale. 

Ames,  Gcori;B  W Gunnliut  wound  left  aide $2.00 

Allen,  Flaiicia   E Wuund  left  hand S.iHI 

ABiiky,  Alsuu  G Shell  wuund  iii^hi  ohouider I.IK) 

Hird,   Daniel  C Shall  w.»uud  lieud  iind  chudt H.OO 

Unrt,  KustiT.  K  GunahuC  wouud  left  Irg  3.00 

Itunkei,  Kli  GiiiiAliot  vvuund  Itift  hip '2.U0 

UeitU,  Sulomun  F Gui.ahul  wound  left  fi>ot 2.011 

Itodwoitli,  Oiriii  W.» Wound  left  shoulder 4.uO 

Uerry,  Itaiden  B Guuahot  wuutid  right  hand  and  thigh.     4.00 

Kitnies.  Unni.i  U. Injured  l-ifk Ifi.W 

\V;irrcn,  Joseph  G Wound  riffht  ;irDi l&.UO 

Lundriu.m,  John Wourul  left  eye S.OII 

Liti-hani,  lu-oige  II Wound  left  itrju G.OO 

Uicti,  Kniuklm  W Wound  loft  ;irni J.OU 

Frudt,   U.ivid Vuricose  veiud  k-ft  leg. 8.00 

Chanibeihitn,  lleury  U... Wound  right  foot 11.25 

Willis,  Ly.li.i  II Widow. 8  00 

Ward.  KuiiicB  A "        8.U0 

Willie,,  C.ir.-line "       8.00 

Uiiderwoo.1.    ILicliei  B "        ».00 

Tannult.  i;el>ecca  U "      8.0U 

^co^t,  ^iirali  U "       „ -«     8.00 

aiiicheli,  Fanny  B **      8.00 

.McShuiTv,  Catharine Mother „ 8.IK) 

lluwiund,  Lucy  0 Widow „ 8.00 

Matiuire,  ilary "       - » H.Ot) 

Slillu,  Miiiy  K "       „ 8.00 

Luring,  .Surali  M  "       8.00 

Knuwies,  Alary  K„ "       y^ 8.00 

Hall,  Summ  H "       «.,     8.00 

UolUruok,  Miiriu •'       „ 8.00 

Donuliue    Uosauua " 8.00 

iiudley,  Lydia  0 " 8.00 

Dunbar,  Kli/aheth '*       « «..     8.00 

Clark,  Martha  H "       8  00 

Comn,  CathuiiDo  E... "      8.00 

Blount,  till  nice  S "      8.0O 

Andrews,  MargureL "       10.00 

CoUKy, Sarah  J ** 8.00 

Brown.  K.iXanuaG "       20.00 

Kddy,  Alnina  M "       8.00 

Kbtea.  aiilley "      8.00 

Kdrton,  Mary  A. "      8.00 

Piice,  Maiy  A "       12.00 

Parka,  Lydia *'       „..„...» 8.00 

O'Kioidun.  Ann "      10.00 

Packard,  LliZii  J "       „ 8.00 

Soweli.  Kll.-n  M "      8.00 

Miaw.  Eldoni *'       12.00 

Jinuilin,  Bet  icy Muthur tt.OO 

Atheraon,  llanunli  G "        8.00 

LuuiU-rt.  Ahhy   \V "        8.U0 

liirk,  Eli/.al-utb **       „ _ 8.00 

Howard,  VenliuS- "        8.00 

Han  i.-*,  Irene "       8.00 

f.'oleii,  Tlioiiiaa Clironic  dmrrhcua  and  heart  diaeaiw....  1«.U0 

Edbun,  .Siuieun  W Loss  of  left  Ug 18.00 

Kdffon,  belli..  Chronic  rheunmlibiu 8.00 

EUirt,  Rc-nben  W Injury  tu  alKiomen « 8.00 

Kniritea,  Jiyhn  B Piiitnuiouia  ai<d  bcurvy 4.00 

Diohun,  Thonuia Wouml  left  leg li.UO 

Doyle,  Thoni. 13 Chruuic  rliuuiualitiui 4.00 

Doyle,  Thuinaa Wuund  lower Juw „ 8.00 

Dunaliue,  i'airick Gunshot  wound  left  hand 4.00 

Dunbar,  N»rin:\ii  L Wound  left  thigh lU.OO 

Perkins,  Salmon  W DiurrhuLa 2.00 

Shermart,  Janiut Gunshot  wound  right  thigh 4.0<J 

WilliB,  William   F .....Diaeaaed  left  lung 6.iK) 

IVterson,  Daniul  M Wound  left  leg 18.00 

Porcheron,  Charles  E Wound  right  hand 4.00 

O'Connell,  Terrence ..Shell  wound  right  shoulder 14.00 

Parker,  John  B Gunahut  wuuod  nght  leg G.OO 

Packard,  George  W ^Guuahot  wound  neck  and  uriu... 4.00 

Pnilt,  Kiantid  S ^Gunshot  wunnd  left  leg 4.00 

Kuiih,  Bt-njaniiu Injury  to  ttbdouieu 8.1*0 

Keith,  Dfc.xter  D Lo#ui  right  huml «...  18.00 

Kendall,  John Injury  to  abdomen S.iH) 

Howard,  ('hurlee  (2d) GunHltot  wound  left  forearm 4.00 

Tliobiaa,  HarriBon  O -Wtiund  riglkt  arm Iti.OO 

CuUinan,  John  W Wound  right  hip 4.00 

Howard,  Jaoiea  L Chruuic  diarrhu--a 400 

Uiggina,  Hurriaon  L Diaeaaed  atomuch  and  r beu m a tiani. ......     4.00 

Iluliuu.-,  G<orge  N. S|irain  both  anklea 6.00 

Uolnicd,  Fiancia  P Gnuahut  wound  right  hand H.OO 

Uurnaon,  Klihu  S Chronic  diarrheeu,  fever  and  aguu 18.00 

Covell,  George  W Wuund  right  hip 18.00 

Crocker,  Charlea  A Wound  Itsfl  thigh 8.00 

Foye,  Joaiuh  W.. Wound  neck  and  right  arm 8.00 

Gibba,  .Andrew  C Guuahot  wouud  riglii  thigh 4.00 

Glover,  Auiaaa  3 Injury  to  abdomun COO 

Coaey,  Patrick Gunnhot  wouml  right  leg 14.00 

Horton,  Henry  W Gunahot  wound  right  shoulder 2.00 

Cole,  OriuLUi  M Chronic  dianhcea „.     4  00 

Morton,  Henry,  Jr "  "         « „.     6.00 

Monroe,  Alireil  C Lohs  left  arm  above  elbow 24.00 

McAuliffe,  Cornelius Fracture  left  ankle 12.U0 

Matthews.  Itnfua  E Injury  left  thigh  2.00 

Wilber,  Charlea  W Gunahul  wuund  leftaido  cheat. 4.00 

Vencker,  Wllliuui Wound  left  arm I8.(f0 

Vauglian,  Jerrie  C Wound  r.  eye,  lost  leg,aheU  w.  I.  thigh  18.00 


Montlily 

Name.  Cauae  for  which  Pensioned.  Hale. 

O'Duunell.  Hugh Wound  left  hip IjO  0*> 

I.,eouard,  George  L Injury  to  abdomen o.OU 

Baker,  Horace Loaa  left  arm 24tin 

Alien,  Sheiuiau Gnnahot  wd.  r.  ahouldur,  heart  diaeuao  D  .()U 

I    Aldeii,  Luther  E Guuahot  wuund  right  thigh 2.U0 

Hutchinaon,  Albert  U Guuahot  wound  left  breaat 4.00 

Holriiert,  Henry  Al Chronic  diarrhu^ 4.(iO 

Catea,  George  E Gunahot  wound  left  groin 4.00 

Dyer,  Frederick  W Chronic  dlarrhtKu 8.U0 

Stillinau,  Jam<-a  U Malarial  poiauu ^.00 

Allen,  Henry  T , Dynpepaia G.tJO 

Litileheld,  Mercy  L- Widow » b  W 

Kiinlmll,  Betaey  A "      8.00 

Ueal,  Maria  A "       h.UO 

Coi.aut,  Eliza "      8.00 

Dean,  Kuth  A Mother b-'K) 

Bated,  Margaret „ '*         S.i'U 

Derrick,  Ann  S "        8.1HJ 

Ciboon,  Elizabeth "        HM*i 

Hannegnu,  Catherine Widow  (navy) IJ.UO 

Williuma.  Sylvia  K Widow  1812 S.OO 

Bacon,  Willard Survivor  1812 sou 

Keith,  Pardon Survivor  1812 8.00 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

CiLsualtied  and  Miscellaneous  Eveata — Liat  of  Fires  from  ISOO- 
1865. 

Casualties  and  Miscellaneous  Events. — lu  or 
about  the  year  1725,  Heary  Kingman  came  from  the 
West  Parish  (now  West  Bridgewaterj,  and  settled  on 
the  .spot  where  the  late  Seth  Kingman  lived  and  died. 
He  was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  unmar- 
ried. Soon  after  iiis  arrival  at  his  new  home,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  woods  for  the  purpose  of  cuttinL?  fenc- 
ing, about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  a.m.  While  in  the 
act  of  splitting  a  large  oak  log,  it  split  prematurely, 
and  the  axe  entered  the  calf  of  his  leg,  nearly  sever- 
ing it,  only  a  small  portion  of  flesh  remaining  on  each 
side  to  connect  the  parts;  the  bone  was  cut  off  en- 
tirely. It  was  a  bitter  cold  day,  and  all  he  had  to 
bandage  with  was  his  small  handkerchief,  iu  which 
was  his  luncheon.  This  he  used  as  best  he  could, 
tied  up  the  wound,  and  dragged  himself  to  a  small 
bridge,  where  he  remained  till  evening,  when,  by  the 
merest  accident,  so.me  one  heard  him  cry  out  for  help, 
and  even  then  passers-by  supposed  it  was  only  the 
wild  animals  in  the  woods,  which  in  that  day  were 
quite  common.  At-last  some  person  found  him;  a 
litter  was  made,  on  which  to  carry  him  home,  and 
when  he  reached  his  boarding-place,  a  messenger  was 
dispatched  four  miles  or  more  to  West  Bridgewater, 
for  a  physician.  A  long  time  must  have  elapsed  be- 
fore one  could  reach  him,  as  the  snow  was  deep  and 
very  bad  traveling.  But,  strange  as  it  may  appear  to 
the  reader,  the  parts  grew  together,  and  he  afterwards 
became  an  efficient  officer  in  the  army. 

1727,  October  29.  The  shock  of  a  violent  earth- 
quake was  severely  felt  throughout  New  England, 
which  lasted  for  several  days. 
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1739,  February  5.  The  first  meeting  of  the  North 
Parisli  was  held  to-day.  Timotliy  Keith,  moderator  ; 
Robert  Howard,  clerii,  who  continued  to  hold  that 
uiEcc  thirty-two  years  in  succession. 

1748.  Indian  corn  sold  for  thirty-two  shillings  per 
bushel ;  rye,  forty-six  shillings  per  bushel ;  wheat, 
three  pounds  per  bushel ;  flour,  ten  pounds  per 
hundred. 

17-t'J.  This  summer  the  most  severe  drought  ever 
experienced  by  the  oldest  person  then  living.  In  the 
last  of  May  the  grass  was  all  burnt  by  tlie  sun,  the 
ground  looked  white,  the  earth  was  dried  to  a  powder 
at  a  great  depth,  and  many  wells,  springs,  brooks,  and 
river.s  were  dried,  so  that  fish  lay  dead  on  the  bottom. 
The  pastures  were  so  scorched  that  cattle  grew  poor. 
Hay  had  to  be  brought  from  England  to  supply  their 
wants,  which  sold  for  three  pounds  ten  shillings  per 
hundredweight.  Barley  and  oats  were  so  much  in- 
jured they  scarcely  saved  enough  for  seed.  Flax  was 
a  total  failure.  Corn  rolled  and  wilted.  Herbs  of  all 
sorts  wore  destroyed.  During  all  these  troubles  gov- 
ernment ordered  a  day  of  fa-sting  and  prayer,  and  on 
the  Gth  of  July  copious  showers  of  rain  fell  to  refresh 
them,  and  things  looked  brighter,  and  what  was  for- 
tunate for  the  people,  the  next  winter  was  very  mild. 
After  the  plentiful  rains,  a  day  of  public  thanks- 
giving was  ordered. 

1751,  June  17.  Severe  hail-storm.  Hailstones 
large  as  English  walnuts  were  in  abundance,  breaking 
glass  and  doing  other  damage  to  a  large  amount. 

1755.  Summer  very  hot  and  dry.  Hay  scarce  and 
high. 

1755,  November  18.  Shock  of  an  earthquake, 
shaking  down  chimneys.  In  Boston  and  vicinity 
buildings  were  prostrated  by  the  shock. 

1762-G3.   Very  cold  winter.     Snow  of  great  depth. 

1762,  September  10.  Wild  pigeons  flew  in  abun- 
dance. 

1763,  June  8.   Wild  pigeons  flew  in  abundance. 
"In   the  year   1769,  when  the  disputes  between 

England  and  America  had  begun,  and  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  goods  was  stopped,  it  became  custom- 
ary for  people  to  manufacture  their  own  clothing  I 
and  in  many  places  the  young  ladies  had  spinning- 
matches  at  their  minister's,  for  the  benefit  of  their 
families.  On  the  15th  of  August,  17G9,  at  two 
o'clock  P.M.,  ninety-seven  young  ladies  met  ut  the 
house  of  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  Porter,  and  gen- 
erously gave  his  lady,  for  the  use  of  her  family,  3322 
knots  of  linen,  tow,  cotton,  and  woolen  yarn,  which 
they  had  spun  for  that  purpose.  At  three  o'clock 
something,  of  American  produce  only,  was  set  before 
them  for  their  refreshment,  which  was  more  agreeable 


to  them  than  any  foreign  dainties,  considering  the 
situation  of  the  country  at  that  time.  At  four  o'clock 
the  ladies  walked  in  procession  to  the  meeting-house, 
where  a  discourse  was  delivered  by  their  pastor  from 
Acts  ix.  36 :  '  This  woman  was  full  of  good  works,' 
in  which  piety,  industry,  frugality,  and  benevolence 
were  recommended  and  encouraged.  The  closing 
prayer  being  made,  the  following  lines,  composed  by 
their  pastor,  were  sung  : 

"*Ye  rubies  bright,  ye  Orient  peurU, 
How  coveted  by  lucn  '. 
And  yet  the  virtuous  womau'a  price 
Ezcttle  the  precious  gem. 

"*IIow  kind  and  generous  her  heart! 
llow  diligeut  her  bund  ! 
How  frugal  in  economy, 
To  save  her  sinking  land  ! 

"'Foreign  productions  she  rejects, 
With  nobleness  of  uiind, 
For  home  oommodities  ;  to  which 
She's  prudently  inclined. 

"  '  She  works,  she  lends,  she  gives  away 
The  labors  of  her  hand  ; 
The  priest,  the  poor,  the  people  all 
Do  find  in  her  their  friend. 

"  *  She  clothes  herself  and  family, 
And  all  the  sons  of  need. 
Were  all  thu:>  virtuous,  soon  wo'd  tind 
Our  land  from  slavery  freed.' 

After  which  anthems  were  sung,  and  the  assembly 
being  dismissed,  they  retired  to  their  respective 
homes." 

David,  son  of  Rev.  John  Porter,  was  riding  in  a 
chaise  when  about  ten  years  of  age  ;  the  horse  took 
fright,  ran,  and  threw  him  out,  breaking  one  of  his 
legs,  which  was  soon  after  amputated.  He  survived 
but  a  short  time.      Died  May,  1767. 

1769,  October  20.  Violent  storm,  doing  great 
damage. 

1771.  Very  mild  winter  ;  not  over  four  inches  of 
snow  fell  during  the  season. 

1772,  March  9,  11,  13,  and  20.  Very  severe  snow- 
storm. 

1772,  April  3.  Snow  six  to  ten  feet  deep.  People 
were  obliged  to  dig  themselves  out  of  their  houses. 
Many  sheep  and  cattle  lost. 

1778,  November  10.  Hay  sold  for  six  dollars  per 
hundredweight. 

1779,  February  16.  Hay  sold  for  nine  dollars  per 
hundredweiglit. 

1779,  November  12.  Hay  sold  for  twenty  dollars 
per  hundredweight. 

1780,  November  19.  Hay  sold  ibr  thirty-tluee 
pounds  per  hundredweight. 

1780.   Winter  very  severe.     Great  depth  of  snow. 


HISTORY   OF   BROCKTON. 


COT 


1780,  May  19.  Remarkably  dark  day.  Betweeo 
twelve  aud  oue  o'clock  people  could  not  work  ;  were 
oblified  to  lij^lit  caodles  to  see  to  eat  dioner ;  looked 
very  melancholy  indeed;  but  little  rain.  The  even- 
ing was  very  dark. 

1781,  August  5.  Wild  pigeons  flew  very  thick. 

1782,  Very  dry  season. 

17S5,  April  1.  Severe  snow-storm.  Snow  three  to 
five  feet  deep. 

1785,  April  15.  Very  cold.  Ground  frozen  hard. 
Rivers  crossed  on  the  ice,  with  excellent  skating  on 
ponds. 

1785,  May  20.  Severe  soow-storm.  Snow  several 
inches  deep. 

1785,  November  25.  Severe  snow-storm.  Snow 
very  deep. 

178G,  May  21.  Wind  east  for  eight  weeks  in  suc- 
cession. 

1791,  July  18.  Rev.  John  Porter's  horse  killed  by 
lightning  in  a  severe  thunder-storm. 

180-4,  October.  Severe  gale;  large  trees  blown 
down,  and  torn  up  by  the  roots. 

1805,  February.  Snowed  five  days  in  succession. 
The  road  between  North  Bridgewater  and  Randolph 
was  even  with  the  top  of  the  walls. 

1806,  June.  Total  eclipse  of  the  sun. 

1806.  Winter  of  1806-7  very  mild;  ground  not 
frozen  over  four  inches  deep  all  winter. 

1806.  Summer  of  1806  very  cold. 

1808.  Very  heavy  frosts  in  August. 

1811,  May  5.  Severe  snow-storm. 

1811,  July.   Great  freshet,  doing  great  damage. 

1615,  September  23.  Severe  gale,  Monday.  Some 
verses  published  soon  after,  were  as  follows : 

**  It  chuneed  to  be  our  washing-iluy  ; 
Tlie  clotlies  were  all  a-Urying; 
The  atoriuy  win^ls  caiue  through  the  lines 
Aad  set  'em  all  a-llyiiig. 

''  I  saw  the  shirta  and  petticoats 
Go  riding  off  like  witches, 
That  day  I  lost — ah,  how  I  wept! — 
I  lost  Illy  Sunday  breeches." 

The  air  became  filled  with  limbs,  shrubs,  old  pieces  of 
timber,  etc.,  roofs  blown  ofi'  from  buildings,  and  great 
damage  generally. 

1815,  September  25.  Very  powerful  wind,  un- 
roofing many  buildings,  and  doing  considerable 
damage  to  other  property. 

181 G.  This  year  was  remarkable  for  its  severe 
cold  weather. 

1816,  February.  Arza  Keith  was  severely  burned 
while  making  varnish  in  his  house,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  never  recovered. 


1817,  February  20.   Remarkably  severe  snow-storm. 

1818.  Great  freshet,  doing  great  damage. 

1820,  December  22.  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington  de- 
livered a  discourse  in  the  meeting-house  of  the  North 
Parish,  it  being  the  Second  Centennial  Anniversary 
of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  Text, 
Psalms  xliv.  1-3. 

1821,  July  4.  The  first  town-meeting  was  held  in 
North  Bridgewater  this  day.  The  meeting  was 
opened  by  prayer  by  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington. 
Over  two  hundred  were  present,  and  the  first  yearly 
town  officers  were  chosen.  Joseph  Sylvester  was  mod- 
erator. Col.  Edward  Southworth  was  chosen  town 
clerk. 

1821,  October  31.  Messrs.  Daniel  Temple,  of 
Reading,  Mass.,  and  Isaac  Bird  were  ordained  as 
missionaries  to  the  heathen,  in  the  old  meeting-house. 
Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of  Braiotree,  preached 
the  sermon  ;  Rev.  Daniel  Thomas,  of  Abington,  gave 
the  charge  ;  and  Rev.  S.  Green  the  right  hand  of  fel- 
lowship. Mr.  Temple  married  Miss  Rachel  B.  Dix, 
of  Boscowen,  N.  H.,  and  sailed  for  Malta  Jan.  2, 
1822,  on  the  brig  "  Cypress,"  from  Boston.  In  1823, 
Rev.  Isaac  Bird  sailed  for  Beyroot  as  missionary. 
Mr.  Temple  has  since  died,  Aug.  9,  1850. 

1823,  November  13.  David  Brown,  a  native  of  the 
Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  delivered  an  address  in 
the  meeting-house  of  the  First  Church,  after  which  a 
collection  was  taken  for  supporting  schools  in  his 
nation. 

1835,  November  6.  Miss  Susan  Hersey,  a  young 
miss  of  sixteen,  who  resided  in  the  family  of  Deacon 
John  Crafts,  was  drowned  in  Howard's  Pond. 

1837,  July  15.  David  Lincoln  drowned  in  Sprague's 
Pond. 

1845,  August  23.  Daniel  Brett's  house  struck  by 
lightning,  and  Mr.  Brett  instantly  killed. 

1845,  November  22.  Joseph  Brett  killed  by  an  Ox. 

1844,  November  6.  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams  de- 
livered a  discourse  to  the  citizens  of  North  Bridge- 
water  in  the  meeting-house  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

1847,  August  14.  Lorenzo  D.  Hervey  had  his  left 
arm  fractured  by  coming  in  contact  with  another 
train  at  South  Boston,  which  was  standing  on  a  side 
track,  his  arm  resting  at  the  time  on  the  side  win- 
dow. 

1849,  May  21.  North  Bridgewater  Union  Cemetery 
consecrated. 

1849,  May  22.  Ethan  and  Henry  Leach  (brothers) 
were  thrown  from  a  chaise  while  crossing  the  railroad 
at  the  burying-ground  crossing,  aud  instantly  killed. 

1849,  March  22.  Howard's  mill-dam  washed  away; 
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also  lailroaJ  bridge  near  Lewis  Keith's  mill,  damaging 
so  much  as  to  stop  the  cars. 

1851,  October  30.  Timothy  Sullivan  was  killed  by 
couiinir  in  contact  with  a  bridge  at  the  north  end  of 
the  village,  known  as  "  Harlow's  Bridge." 

1852,  May  12.  David  I.  Gray  had  thumb  sawed 
off  iu  Howard's  mill. 

1852,  May  27.   Michael  O'Leary  drowned. 

1852.  July  •22.  Enterprise  Engine  Company,  ac- 
companied by  the  North  Bridgewater  brass  band, 
vi.sited  New  Y'ork. 

1852,  July  26.  Eugene  Marshall  was  a  passenger 
on  board  the  steamer  "  Atlantic,"  that  sunk  on  Lake 
Erie.  The  steamer  came  in  contact  with  the  "  Og- 
densburg"  near  Longport,  two  o'clock  Friday  morn- 
ing. Three  hundred  lives  lost.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  men  and  women  were  drowned  in  the  cabin. 
Mr.  Marshall  narrowly  escaped  drowning. 

1852.  August  15.  Salmou  Manly  died  from  in- 
juries to  his  spinal  column  to-day. 

1852,  September  18.  Galen  Edson  died  from 
wounds  received  by  a  fall  that  fractured  his  skull. 

1853,  November  24.  Frederick  A.  Babcock  injured 
on  railroad. 

1853,  February  5.  George  Wasliington,  son  of 
Levi  French,  was  badly  .scalded,  injuring  him  so 
much  that  he  died  the  next  day  (Sunday).  Age,  two 
years  and  ton  months. 

1853,  February  26.  Edward  Elmer,  son  of  Perez 
Marshall,  was  drowned  while  attempting  to  cross  a 
pond  near  his  father's  house.  Age,  six  years  and 
live  months. 

1853,  February.  Eldridge  G.  Cobb,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  seven  others,  sent  a  petition  to  the  Legisla- 
ture opposing  the  passage  of  a  law  restricting  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liqours. 

1853,  November  21.  A  collision  took  place  be- 
tween two  trains  of  cars  on  the  railroad,  one  of  which 
was  the  steamboat  train ;  four  persons  severely  in- 
jured.    One  died  soon  after. 

1853,  December  29.  Severe  .snow-storm.  The  cars 
on  the  railroad  were  stopped,  for  the  first  time  since 
the  road  was  opened. 

1853.  Alonzo  S.  Drisko,  a  workman  ensiased  in 
building  the  new  house  of  worship  for  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  had  an  arm  broken  by  a  board 
falling  from  aloft. 

1854,  March  18.  Severe  gale.  Railroad-crossing 
sign  at  Court  Street  blown  down.  The  steeple  of  the 
Porter  Church  was  somewhat  damaged  by  the  force 
of  wind,  which  was  pretty  general  throughout  this 
section  of  country. 

1S54,   June   14.    Severe    hail-storm    about   noon. 


Thermometer  stood  at  ninety  in  the  .shade.  Hail- 
stones as  large  as  cherries  fell  in  abundance.  Zuphar 
Field's  house  struck.  Cow  belonging  to  Chandler 
Sprague,  Esq.,  instantly  killed. 

1854,  June  19.  The  house  of  Weaton  Simmons, 
known  as  the  "  Poor  Farm,"  was  struck  by  lightning, 
instantly  killing  Lemuel  Reyiiold.s,  who  had  just 
stepped  into  the  house  for  protection  from  the  storm. 

1854,  July  27.  The  new  meeting-house  of  the 
Fir.it  Congregational  Church  was  dedicated  today. 

1854,  September  18.  Jlichael  Coleman  and  Jli- 
chael  Keho  were  run  into  by  a  steumbuat  train  that 
came  in  contact  with  chaise. 

1855,  September  20.  Tu-day  was  observed  as  a 
holiday  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  fair  to  obtain 
means  for  erecting  a  fence  around  the  new  cemetery. 
A  large  and  brilliant  procession,  consisting  of  the 
various  fire-engine  companies  in  full  uniform,  drawing 
their  engines,  handsomely  decorated,  preceded  by  a 
band  of  music ;  also  the  North  Bridgewater  Light 
Dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  J.  Freeman 
Ellis,  together  with  a  representation  of  the  various 
trades  in  large  numbers.  The  procession  was  formed 
at  one  o'clock,  when,  after  marching  about  the  various 
streets,  they  proceeded  to  Yale's  mammoth  tent,  which 
had  been  erected  for  the  purpose  of  serving  the  din- 
ner, in  a  lot  owned  by  Frederick  Perkins,  and  oppo- 
site tlie  residence  of  Franklin  Ames,  Ea(i.  The  pro- 
cession was  under  the  care  of  Francis  M.  French, 
Esq.,  as  chief  marshal. 

1856,  January  5.  Severe  snow-storm.  No  trains 
passed  for  two  days.  No  meeting  on  the  next  day 
(Sabbath).     Roads  badly  blocked. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  April  19,  1856, 
a  Probate  Court  was  established  at  North  Bridge- 
water,  to  be  held  the  last  Tuesday  of  July  in  each 
year. 

1856,  June  3.  The  centennial  celebration  of  the 
four  Bridgewaters  was  held  to-day,  and  the  bells  of 
all  the  four  towns  were  rung  half  an  hour  before  sun- 
rise, and  cannon  fired  on  Trooper's  Hill. 

1856,  June  4.  A  meeting  was  held  to  show  the 
feeling  in  regard  to  the  assault  on  Charles  Sumner  at 
Washington,  at  which  resolutions  were  passed  con- 
demning the  act  in  the  strongest  terms. 

1857,  January  18.  Very  severe  snow-storm. 
Trains  on  the  railroad  were  blocked  for  several  days. 
The  thermometer  during  the  day  was  sixteen  degrees 
below  zero.  The  sky  was  obscured  by  a  dense  cloud 
of  snow,  that  extended  in  every  direction.  At  night 
the  weather  moderated  ;  but  the  wind  increased  to  a 
gale,  piling  the  snow  in  huge  drifts.  The  storm  in 
the  night  was  of  unexampled  severity.     The   force  of 
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the  wind  caused  the  spire  of  the  church  at  Campello, 
which  had  bceu  erected  but  a  short  time,  to  break 
just  below  the  clock,  and  the  bell  to  break  through 
the  roof  aud  lodge  in  the  vestry  below.  The  damage 
to  tlie  hou^e  by  this  fall  was  about  three  thousand 
dollars. 

1857,  April  6.  Some  fiend  placed  some  iron  rails 
upon  the  railroad  track  about  one  mile  north  of  the 
village,  causing  the  locomotive  called  the  "  Pilgrim" 
to  run  oflf  the  track  aud  injure  the  train,  breaking 
Aldeu  Reed's  jaw-bone,  an  employe  of  the  road  in 
charge  of  the  train. 

1857,  May  17.  Ice  formed  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch 
thick  to-day. 

1857,  May  31.  Terrible  hail-storm,  doing  great 
damage  to  crops  and  fruit-trees  in  the  town.  Hail- 
stones, as  large  as  robin's  eggs,  fell  to  the  depth  of  an 
inch,  continuing  about  one-half  hour. 

1858,  March  30.  Emma  Olivia,  daughter  of  F.  B. 
Washburn,  was  so  severely  burned  while  at  play  that 
she  died  in  fifteen  hours  after.  Age,  seven  years  and 
eight  months. 

1858,  May  14.  Bela  Keith,  Esq.,  fell  and  broke 
his  collar-bone  while  at  work  repairing  a  shed  belong- 
ing to  the  Satucket  House. 

1858,  May  14.  Elisha  Hall  had  his  Jinud  badly 
injured  at  Howard  &  Clark's  steam-mill. 

1858,  July  21.  Charles  W.,  a  son  of  Rev.  J.  Cooper, 
was  drowned  in  Howard's  Pond. 

1858,  September  21.  Frank  Richmond, son  of  Philo 
W.  Richmond,  broke  his  leg  by  falling  from  a  ladder 
while  at  work  painting  on  the  east  side  of  Kingman's 
brick  block. 

1859,  January  22.  John  B.,  son  of  Charles  Went- 
worth,  was  drowned.  Body  found  Sunday  dood  fol- 
lowing. 

1859,  June  3.  Gershom  I.  Sylvester,  son  of  F.  M. 
Sylvester,  seven  years  of  age,  was  run  over  by  cars 
near  Keith's  mills,  and  injured  so  that  he  died  soon 
after. 

1859,  July  30.  Mrs.  Harriet  Everson  and  Thacher 
Everson,  wife  and  daughter  of  Joseph  H.  Everson, 
of  Hanson,  were  killed  by  a  locomotive  near  Keith's 
mills.  George  W.  Monroe  and  Miss  Sarah  F.  Stetson 
were  in  the  covered  wagon  at  the  time  and  severely 
injured. 

1859,  August  25.  Herbert,  son  of  Albert  Keith, 
choked  to  death  by  a  piece  of  apple,  which  he  was 
eating  while  running. 

1859,  September  9.  Mr.  Henry  Volney  French,  who 
had  just  arrived  at  the  depot  in  the  Centre  Village 
from  New  York,  in  the  steamboat  train,  attempted  to 
jump   from  the  cars  while  the  train  was  in   motion, 


was  thrown  upon  the  track  and  run  over  by  the  train, 
and  lived  but  two  hours  after  the  accident.  Mr. 
French  was  of  the  firm  of  French  &  Howard,  shoe 
manufacturers.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  luibits, 
smart,  active,  and  very  exemplary  in  all  the  w;j.lks  of 
life.  A  deep  feeling  of  sadness  pervaded  the  entire 
community  upon  learning  of  the  sad  afiFair.  His  wife 
and  children  were  absent  from  home  at  the  time  of 
the  accident,  in  Maine. 

1859,  November  26.  When  the  four  o'clock  truin 
was  approaching  Campello,  and  near  the  brick  factory, 
from  Boston,  a  woman  named  Joanna  Barrett,  in 
attempting  to  cross  the  track,  was  struck  by  the  loco- 
motive and  injured  so  that  she  died  in  a  few  moments. 

1860,  June  16.  Severe  hail-storm.  Hailstones 
plenty,  as  large  as  bullets,  doing  much  damage  to  fruit. 

1860,  July  11.  C.  Adelbert,  son  of  T.  M.  Packard, 
came  to  his  death  by  falling  into  a  tub  set  in  the 
ground  to  catch  water. 

1860,  August  2.  A  young  child  of  Daniel  Hay- 
ward,  eighteen  months  old,  fell  from  an  attic  of  a  two- 
story  house  to  the  ground,  a  distance  of  thirty  feet, 
through  the  carelessness  of  a  domestic ;  taken  up  ap- 
parently uninjured. 

1861,  February  25.  Bridget  O'Brien  was  killed  by 
violence. 

1861.  Mr.  G.  E.  Wilbor  and  Thaddeus  Keith  made 
a  bet  on  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Wilbor 
betting  he  would  be  elected  and  Keith  that  he  would 
not ;  the  condition  was  that  the  one  that  lost  wa.s  to 
walk  to  Boston.  Mr.  Keith,  having  lost  the  bet, 
started  for  Boston  March  6th,  and  walked  the  entire 
distance  to  the  city  in  five  hours.  He  was  accom- 
panied through  the  village  by  fife  and  drum. 

1861,  March  24.  Severe  storm, — snow.  Trains 
delayed  twenty-four  hours. 

1861,  April  8.  As  Mrs.  John  Ellis  and  another 
lady  were  riding  from  North  Bridgewater  village  to 
Campello,  they  were  robbed  of  their  pocket-books. 
The  rogue  was  caught  soon  after,  and  punished. 

1861,  October  3.  M.  W.  Dwight  jumped  from  a 
car  when  in  motion  near  Campello  Station,  aud  was 
killed. 

1862,  May  26.  Michael  Larry,  a  lad  of  eight  years, 
was  drowned  in  a  saw- mill  flume,  at  Sprague's  Fac- 
tory Pond. 

1863,  June  5.  Malcolm  Howard  died  of  injuries 
received  by  the  kick  of  a  horse  owned  by  Dr.  Bald- 
win, in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

1863,  September  24.'  William  Tolman,  son  of  Eli- 
jah Tolman,  engineer  at  Ellis  Packard  &  Co.'s  steam- 
mill,  had  an  arm  broken  and  otherwise  severely 
inj  ured. 
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1863,  October  20.  Leroy  Hamilton,  a  driver  in  the 
employ  of  Hancock's  express,  was  struck  by  a  loco- 
motive while  crossing  the  track  at  Elliot  Street  cross- 
ing. The  wagon  was  made  a  complete  wreck.  Mr. 
Hamilton  escaped  with  a  few  bruises  only. 

1863,  November.  Nahum  Perkins,  a  man  of  over 
seventy  years  of  age,  shot  a  goose  from  a  flock  that 
was  passing  over  his  home. 

1864,  February.  Moses  Packard  fell  and  broke  his 
leg  in  his  barn. 

1SG4,  February  12.  Michael  Murphy  and  Patrick 
Early  were  burned  to  death  in  the  town  lock-up. 

1864,  February  13.  Herbert  Eaton  broke  liis  col- 
lar-bone while  at  play. 

1864,  April  29.  A  child  of  Cornelius  McAuliffe 
was  so  badly  burned  while  playing  with  fire  in  the 
pine  grove  that  she  died  next  day. 

1864,  July  14.  Jennie,  daughter  of  Patrick  Mc- 
CuUough,  was  drowned  in  a  tub  of  water. 

1864,  September  26.  A  boy  in  the  employ  of  Har- 
rison Rogers  was  dragged  about  by  a  horse  till  life 
was  extinct,  by  incautiously  fastening  the  rope-halter 
around  his  arms.  The  horse  became  unmanageable, 
so  the  boy  could  not  releiise  himself. 

1864,  October  12.  Eliza  J.,  wife  of  James  S.  Bond, 
of  North  Bridgewater,  committed  suicide  by  drown- 
ing, at  Mansfield,  Mass. 

1864.  The  drought  of  1864  has  had  no  parallel 
for  years.  For  June  and  July  only  2.38  inches  of 
rain  fell;  May  previous,  only  two  inches;  July,  1.32 
inches  ;  June,  1.06  inches.  In  1854,  ten  years  in 
August  previoas,  there  was  no  rain. 

1864,  January  3.  The  body  of  an  unknown  man 
was  found  on  the  railroad-track,  about  a  half-mile 
south  of  Campcllo  depot ;  supposed  to  have  fallen 
from  the  New  York  train.  The  body  was  terribly 
mangled,  so  that  it  could  hardly  be  identified. 

1864,  October  27.  Five  cattle  were  killed  by  a  Fall 
River  train  at  Howard's  crossing,  in  the  north  part  of 
the  town,  and  others  badly  injured. 

1864.  Adeline  Harris  was  appointed  teacher  by  the 
Freedmau's  Relief  Association,  stationed  at  Newberne, 
N.  C,  and  sailed  from  New  York  December  8th. 

1865,  July  4.  Charles  Hay  ward,  son  of  the  late 
B.  F.  Hayward,  was  badly  burned  in  the  face  by 
powder. 

1865,  July  4.  Daniel  Huntington,  son  of  Joseph 
Vincent,  had  a  thumb  blown  off  by  the  discharge  of 
a  pistol. 

1865,  August  23.  Mrs.  Sunford  Winter  committed 
suicide.     Cause,  temporary  insanity. 

1865.  This  summer  seaaon  has  been  very  dry. 
Wells  throughout  the  State  dried  up.      Fall  feed  very 


light  or  none  at  all.  Mills  stopped  running  for  want 
of  water. 

List  of  Fires  from  1800-1865— 1804.  Dwelling- 
house  of  Issachar  Snell  destroyed  by  fire. 

1816.  Dwelling-house  of  Arza  Keith  partially 
burned  ;  caused  while  making  varnish  in  one  of  the 
rooms.  Mr.  Keith  was  injured  by  inhaling  smoke, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  never  recovered. 

1818.  Barn  belonging  to  Cliarle.s  Keiili  destroyed 
by  fire. 

1819.  Barn  belonging  to  Oliver  Leauh  struck  by 
lightning  and  destroyed  by  fire. 

183G,  March  6.  Dwelling-house  formerly  belong- 
ing to  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  uiid  occupied  by 
Dr.  A.  K.  Borden  and  George  II.  Brown,  destroyed 
by  fire. 

1846.  Cabinet-shop  belonging  to  Howard  it  Clark 
destroyed  by  fire. 

1847,  January  30.  Dwelling-house  belonging  to 
Freeman  Dexter  destroyed  by  fire  at  half-past  five 
o'clock  A.M.  (a  very  cold  morning). 

1847,  March  11.  Shoe  manufautory  of  William 
French  partially  destroyed  by  fire,  about  five  o'clock 

A.M. 

1847,  March  19.  Store  owned  by  George  Clark 
destroyed  by  fire  at  eleven  o'clock  P.M.  Also  a 
dwelling-house  belonging  to  Micah  Packard  nearly 
consumed  at  the  same  time. 

1847,  September  26.  Dwelling-house  belonging  to 
Nathan  Hayward  slightly  damaged  by  fire  at  four 
o'clock  A.M. 

1848,  March  1.  Edward  E.  Bennett's  dwelling- 
house  slightly  damaged. 

1848,  March  23.  House  of  Edward  J.  Snow 
slightly  damaged. 

1848,  March  30.  Woods  near  Benjamin  Eaton's 
burned. 

1848,  May  1.   Woods  near  Thomas  Wales  burned. 

1849,  July  28.  A  carpenter-shop  owned  by  Charles 
S.  Johnson  about  three  o'clock  p.m.  ;  his  dwelling 
adjoining  narrowly  escaped  destruction. 

1850,  February  6.  Ruel  Richmond's  wheelwright- 
shop  consumed  by  fire  at  three  o'clock  a.m.  Weather 
severely  cold ;  engines  could  not  work  well  ;  ther- 
mometer 6°  below  zero. 

1850,  April  2.  Barn  belonging  to  Silas  Packard 
burned  at  three  o'clock  a.m. 

1850,  April  15.  Building  owned  by  S.  &  G.  Manly, 
at  eleven  o'clock  p.m.,  was  totally  destroyed. 

1850,  August  6.  David  Ford's  barn  struck  by 
lightning  and  destroyed  about  three  o'clock  p.m. 

1850,  October  11.  Lucius  Keith's  periodical  depot 
damaged  by  fire. 
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1850,  October  11.  Tailor-shop  owned  by  W.  F. 
Brett  nearly  destroyed  about  four  o'clock  a.m.  Also 
a  building  occupied  by  \V.  E.  Skinner. 

1851,  June  29.  Store  of  Messrs.  Brett  &  Kiug- 
man,  in  Kiugman  Block,  badly  damaged  by  fire  about 
three  o'clock  a.m. 

1852,  April  9.  Barn  on  the  John  Tildcn  farm 
consumed  about  eight  o'clock  A.M. 

1852,  May  30.  Pine  Grove,  a  short  distance  south 
of  the  Centre  Village,  was  burned.  Buildings  werfe 
saved  with  difficulty. 

1852,  May  30.  Baptist  Chapel  damaged  by  fire 
about  SI  000  at  half-past  eight  o'clock  p.m. 

1S53,  March  30.  Dwelling-house  near  "  Keith's 
Mill"  partly  burned ;  formerly  occupied  by  Zenaa 
Packard. 

1853,  March  31.  The  last  and  boot  manufactory 
owned  by  Chandler  Sprague,  Esq.,  and  formerly 
known  as  the  "  Old  Cotton  Factory,"  was  totally 
destroyed  by  fire  at  half-past  three  o'clock  a.m. 
Loss,  84000. 

1853,  May  23.  Stable  belonging  to  Nathaniel 
Snow,  in  the  Pine  Grove,  was  destroyed  about  four 
o'clock  A.M. 

1853,  May  23.  The  steam-mill  connected  with  the 
furniture  manufacturing  establishment  of  Josiah  W. 
Kingman,  at  Campello,  took  fire  about  a  quarter  to 
one  o'clock  p.m.,  communicating  with  the  lumber- 
yard and  buildings  around,  destroying  the  dwelling- 
bouse  of  Mr.  Kingman,  stable,  warehouse,  and  finish- 
ing-shop, tiiree  workshops  belonging  to  the  same, 
also  the  dwelling-house  owned  and  occupied  by  Anson 
Morse,  dwelling  of  David  Allen,  meeting-house,  and 
fire-eugine-house  belonging  to  Enterprise  Engine 
Company,  No.  2.  Many  other  buildings  took  fire 
from  these,  but  by  the  prompt  and  energetic  working 
of  seven  different  engines  were  saved  from  the  de- 
vouring element.  The  loss  by  this  fire  was  estimated 
at  about  $50,000,  with  a  very  small  insurance,  a 
severe  loss  to  the  village,  besides  throwing  a  large 
number  of  workmen  out  of  employment. 

1853,  May  24.  Barn  belonging  to  Turner  Torrey, 
in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  was  burned  in  the 
evening. 

1853,  June  9.  Bam  belonging  to  John  Thompson, 
together  with  fifteen  tons  of  bay.     Loss,  $1000. 

1853,  September  29.  The  building  owned  by  Rev. 
A.  B.  Wheeler,  and  occupied  by  C.  C.  Bixby,  F.  & 
H.  Baylies,  and  S.  W.  S.  Howard,  partially  burned. 

1854,  May  22.  House  owned  and  occupied  by 
Jarvis  W.  Reynolds  slightly  burned. 

1850,  January  4.  The  dwelling-house  of  Dwight 
E.  Hale  was  partially  burned. 


1856,  September  8.  The  building  known  as  the 
Unitarian  Church,  owned  by  Maj.  Nathan  Hayward, 
totally  destroyed  about  one  o'clock  p.m. 

1856,  September  9.  Barn  and  shop  of  Daniel  Mc- 
Intee,  with  two  horses,  were  destroyed. 

1856,  October  5.  The  grocery-store  near  the  depot 
in  the  village,  occupied  by  William  H.  Pierce,  partly 
destroyed  between  two  and  three  o'clock  a.m. 

1856,  December  22.  Ara  Snow's  house  slightly 
burned. 

1857,  January  8.  Dwelling-house  owned  by  C.  J. 
F.  Packard  partially  burned.     Loss,  $300. 

1857,  November  26.  Shoe  manufactory  of  Martin 
L.  Keith  &  Co.,  at  Campello,  slightly  damaged  by  fire. 
Damage,  $100. 

1857,  December  17.  A  small  building  owned  by 
the  heirs  of  Maj.  Nathan  Hayward,  situated  in  the 
Tilden  District.     Loss  was  small. 

1857,  December  21.  Railroad  depot  took  fire  from 
the  telegraph.     Damage  was  slight. 

1857,  December  30.  The  saw-mill  belonging  to 
Messi-s.  Thomas  and  Welcome  Howard  nearly  con- 
sumed. 

1859,  January  22.  House  on  Ashland  Street,  be- 
longing to  heirs  of  Maj.  Nathan  Hayward.  Damage, 
$200. 

1859,  September  2.  The  musical  instrument  man- 
ufactory owned  by  Caleb  H.  Packard,  at  Campello, 
occupied  by  A.  B.  Marston,  destroyed. 

1859,  September  8.  Dwelling-house  and  stable  of 
Marcus  Packard,  on  Mount  Ashland,  about  eleven 
o'clock  A.M.  Loss,  $9000.  Also^  a  lot  of  wood  near 
by,  caused  by  sparks  from  the  same. 

1859,  December  12.  House  owned  by  Henry  Bay- 
lies.    Loss,  $800. 

1860,  January  11.  Varnish-factory  near  Ephraim 
Brett's  house.     Loss,  $500. 

1860,  January  25.  Barn  belonging  to  John  Rear- 
don,  at  one  o'clock  p.m. 

1860,  April  2.  An  old  building  on  Pond  Street. 
Loss,  $100. 

18H0,  April  8.  An  old  building  on  the  corner  of 
Centre  Street.     Loss  was  small. 

1860,  October  19.  Barn  belonging  to  William  F. 
Brett,  containing  thirty-two  tons  of  hay  and  one  cow, 
destroyed  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night.     Loss,  $700. 

1860,  October  27.  House  belonging  to  Orren  Bart- 
lett  partially  burned.     Loss,  $500. 

1860,  November  7.  Hall  belonging  to  Baker  & 
Kingman  destroyed  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock  p.,m. 
Loss,  $9000.     Insured  for  $6000. 

1860,  November  8.  Steam-mill  of  Howard  &  Clark 
slightly  damaged  by  fire. 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


1860,  November  29.  Small  dwelling-house  owQeJ 
by  Beujamin  KingmaD,  Dear  "  Keith's  Mill,"  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 

1860,  December  30.  Tailor-shop  occupied  by  Dan- 
iel Logue,  and  owned  by  Tyler  Cobb,  partially  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 

1861,  March  2.  Barn  belonging  to  Galen  Packard, 
together  with  one  horse  and  three  cows,  destroyed  by 
fire  about  five  o'clock  A.M.    Loss,  8600.    No  insurance. 

1861,  March  11.  Shop  occupied  by  Alexander 
Chaplin  slightly  damaged. 

1861,  May  8.  Store  belonging  to  Col.  E.  South- 
worth  partially  burned.     Loss,  8^00. 

1S61,  June  21.  House  of  John  McCuUougb. 
Loss,  8300. 

1861,  July  6.  House  belonging  to  Franklin  Keith 
partially  destroyed.     Loas,  8600. 

1861,  November  29.  House  belonging  to  Moses 
W.  Hancock  slightly  damaged  by  fire. 

1802,  January  2.  Store  belonging  to  Daniel  Hay- 
ward  partially  burned.      Loss,  8450. 

1862,  February  1.  Store  belonging  to  Charles 
Curtis  partially  destroyed. 

1862,  May  14.  Barn,  shop,  and  wood-house,  to- 
gether with  three  cows  and  a  calf,  belonging  to  Galen 
Warren,  destroyed  by  fire.     Loss,  81000. 

1862,  June  14.  Barn,  three  cows,  and  two  tons  of 
hay  belonging  to  Edward  E.  Bennett  destroyed. 

1862,  June  16.  House  of  Sylvester  Cotter  partially 
destroyed.     Loss,  8500. 

1862,  August  17.  House  belonging  to  Clark  Paul. 
Loss,  8200. 

1863,  September  30.  Barn  and  shop  of  William 
Gegiu  destroyed.     Loss,  8700. 

18G3,  November  26  (Thanksgiving  morning). 
House  and  barn  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Jesse  Per- 
kins, together  with  two  cowa.     Loss,  $1500. 

1863,  December  4.  House  of  Davis  S.  Packard 
slightly  damaged  by  fire. 

1864,  July  8.  Barn  belonging  to  Henry  Edson 
destroyed. 

1864,  July  31.  Barn  belonging  to  Alvin  P.  King- 
man destroyed  at  eight  o'clock  a.m. 

1864,  August  11.  Barn  belonging  to  Deacon  John 
W.  Hunt  destroyed  at  half-past  four  o'clock  p.m. 
Loss,  8200. 

1864,  August  14.  Barn  belonging  to  Marcus 
Holmes  destroyed  at  half-past  eight  o'clock  p.m. 
Loss,  $500. 

1864,  August  16.  House  belonging  to  Hugh 
Burke  destroyed  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m.     Loss,  8600. 

1864,  September  3.  Lot  of  wood  owned  by  Rufus 
S.  Noyes.     Loss,  $200. 


1864,  September  15.  House  in  the  northeast  part 
of  the  town  destroyed  by  fire.      Also  a  barn. 

1864,  October  10.  House  owned  by  S.  and  G. 
Manly,  on  Cottage  Street,  dotroyed  by  fire.  Loss, 
8400. 

1864,  November  6.  House  owned  by  William 
Perry  partially  burned.     Loss,  $200. 

1864,  December  1.  Car-load  of  straw  took  fire  at 
the  railroad  station  and  burned.  Also,  freighthouso 
partially  burned. 

1865,  March  29.  Shoe  manufactory  owned  by 
George  Stevens,  at  Campello,  partially  burned  at 
three  o'clock  a.m. 

1865,  April  3.  House  on  Pleasant  Street  slightly 
damaged. 

1865,  April  18.  Shoe  manufactory  belonging  to 
Peleg  S.  Leach,  on  Pine  Street,  entirely  consumed 
by  fire  at  eleven  o'clock. 

1865,  August  5.  Barn  belonging  to  Reuben  Drake 
struck  by  lightning  and  destroyed  by  fire,  with  from 
five  to  six  tons  of  hay. 

1865,  August  24.  Barn  and  slaughter-house  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Sanford  Winter  destroyed  by  fire. 
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Industrial  Statistics.— The  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, by  an  act  passed  April  19,  1837,  required  the 
assessors  of  the  several  towns  in  Massachusetts  to  re- 
turn to  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  an  accurate 
account  of  the  various  branches  of  industry.  The 
following  is  the  product  of  North  Bridgewater  (now 
Brockton)  for  1837 : 

Cotton-mill,  1  ;  number  of  spindles,  350  ;  cotton 
consumed,  16,000  pounds  ;  number  of  yards  of  cotton 
cloth  manufactured,  60,000 ;  value  of  the  same, 
84800;  males  employed,  3  ;  females,  12;  capital  in- 
vested, 88666.  Common  sheep,  60  ;  common  wool 
produced,  210  pounds;  average  weight  of  fleece,  3; 
pounds;  value  of  same,  884  ;  capital  invested,  8120. 
Boots  manufactured,  79,000  pairs;  shoes  manufac 
tured,  22,300  pairs;  value  of  boots  and  shoes,  §184,- 
2U0  ;  males  employed,  750  ;  females,  375.  II  at  manu- 
factories, 1  ;  hats  manufactured,  2000  ;  value  of  same, 
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SGOOO  ;  mules  employed,  3  ;  females,  3.  Manufac- 
tories of  Ibrks  and  hoes,  1;  value  of  same,  SIOOO; 
hands  employed,  2  ;  capital  invested,  3400.  Manu- 
factories of  chairs  and  cabinet-ware,  3  ;  value  of  tlie 
same,  §38,500  ;  hands  employed,  39.  Value  of 
wooden- ware  manufactured,  300  ;  hands  employed,  1. 
Shoe-tool  manufactories,  2  ;  value  of  the  same, 
SI 900  ;  hands  employed,  22  ;  capital  invested,  85000. 

Valuation  for  1840. — Number  of  polls  over  16, 
679 ;  number  of  polls  supported  by  the  town,  5 ; 
nuiuber  of  polls  not  taxed,  20.  Number  of  houses, 
3SS ;  number  of  shops  adjoining,  153;  number  of 
warehouses,  stores,  etc.,  6  ;  number  of  barns,  264  ; 
all  other  buildings,  69.  Tillage  land,  U63  acres ; 
English  and  upland  mowing,  1043  acres ;  tons  of 
hay,  744 ;  fresh  meadow,  692  ;  tons  of  hay  on  the 
same,  399  ;  pasture,  2789  ;  woodland,  2243  ;  unim- 
proved land,  2283  ;  unimprovable  land,  613 ;  town 
land,  120  acres;  roads,  245  acres;  water,  20  acres. 
Horses,  one  year  old  and  over ;  oxen,  four  years  old 
and  over,  467 ;  steers  and  heifers,  83 ;  sheep,  22 
swine,  314.  Number  of  chaises,  47.  Grist-mills,  3 
saw-mills,  3;  other  mills,  1.  Oats,  1063  bushels 
rye,  4U5  bushels;  barley,  331  bushels;  corn,  3833 
bushels. 

Valuation  for  1850.— Poll.'»  1007,  20  years  and 
upwards.  Dwelliug-hou.ses,  616;  shops  adjoining 
houses,  96 ;  other  shops,  134 ;  warehouses  and 
stores,  13;  grist-mills,  4;  .saw-mills,  2;  barns,  29; 
all  other  buildings  of  the  value  of  $20  and  upwards, 
155.  Stock  in  trade,  $75,655 ;  interest  money, 
868.90 ;  stocks,  $28,170 ;  shares  in  iucorporated 
companies,  475  ;  tillage  land,  574  acres  ;  unimproved 
land,  97  acres ;  unimprovable  land,  65 ;  land  owned 
by  town,  100  acres  ;  land  taken  for  roads,  300  acres; 
land  covered  by  water,  100  acres.  Number  of  horses, 
278  ;  number  of  oxen,  four  and  over,  82  ;  number  of 
cows,  three  and  over,  487  ;  steers  and  heifers,  151. 
Rye,  bushels,  244  ;  oats,  bushels,  543  ;  corn,  bushels, 
4344  ;  barley,  bushels,  139.  Acres  mowing,  1527  ; 
tons  of  hay,  1128;  fre.sh  meadow,  042;  tons  of 
hay,  409;  pasturing,  3310  ;  woodland,  3499  ;  swine, 
264 ;  all  other  property  not  enumerated,  value, 
812,541. 

Valuation  for  I860.— Ratable  polls,  1574,  20 
yeai-s  and  upwards.  Male  polls,  3,  not  taxed  nor 
supported  by  the  town.  Male  polls,  2,  supported 
by  the  town.  Dwelling-houses,  952 ;  each  8900, 
8856,800.  Shops  within  or  adjoining  to  dwelling- 
houses,  94;  each  875,  87050.  Other  shops,  206; 
each  8200,  841,200.  Warehouses  and  stores,  38 ;  at 
S1500  each,  85700.  Barns,  388;  at  $250  each, 
$97,000.  Grist-mills,  4;  at  $2000  each,  $8000. 
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Saw-mills,  2;  at  82550  each,  85100.     Steam  mills 
and  other  mills  not  above  enumerated,  5  ;  at  $3180 
each,  $15,900.     Boot-factories,  5  ;  813,000.     Shoe- 
factories,  37  ;  at  81000  each,  837,000.      Piano-furte 
factories,  1 ;  81000.     Tool-factories,  2  ;  at  8850  each, 
81700.     Nail- and  tack-machines,  1  ;   8400.     Other 
manufactories  of  iron,  copper,  bra.ss,  and  metals,  2  ; 
at  8850  each,  81700.     All  other  buildings  between 
820  and  8100  in  value,  6 ;  at  $75  each,  $450.     All 
other   buildings   of    more    than  8100    value,   5  ;    at 
$1000,  $5000.     Amount  of  every  person's  stuck  in 
trade,  8209,786.    Amount  of  mouey  at  interest  more 
than  any  creditor  pays  interest  for,  including  United 
States    and   State  securities,  886,500.     Amount  of 
stock  held  by  stockholders  in  any  bank  or  insurance 
company,  $140,114.     Shares  in   toll-bridges,  cauals, 
railroads,  323 ;  value,  $34,500.     Acres  of  land  an- 
nually tilled,  exclusive  of  orchards  tilled,   1106;  at 
$130   each,   $143,780.     Amount   of  orcharding,  all 
kinds  of  fruit,  77  acres;  at  $200,  815,400.     Acres 
of  upland  mowed,  excluding  orchard  mowed,  1505; 
at  $130,  8195,650;    tons  of  hay   produced,  yearly 
produce  of  same,  1281.     Acres  of  orcharding  mowed, 
8  ;  8200,  81600  ;  tons  of  hay,  the  yearly  produce  of 
the  same,  5.     Acres  of  fresh  meadow,  591  ;  tons  of 
hay,  the  yearly  produce  of  the  same,  364.     Acres  of 
land,  excluding  orcharding  pastured,  2872  ;  at  $20, 
857,440.     Acres  of  woodland,  4384,  excluding  pas- 
ture-land [inclosed  ;  at  $15  each,  $65,760.     Cords  of 
wood,  4827.     Acres  of  land  owned  by  any  town  or 
other  proprietors,  92 ;  at  $40  each,  $3680.     xVcrcs  of 
land  used  for  roads,  329.     Acres  of  laud  covered   by 
water,  1000.     Acres  of  land  in  town  from  actual  sur- 
vey, 12,619.    Horses  one  year  old  and  upwards,  279  ; 
at  $75,  $20,925.     Oxen  four  years  old  and  upwards, 
60 ;  at  $40,  $2400.     Cows  three  years  old  and  up- 
wards, 403;   at  $25,  $10,075.     Steers  and   heifers 
one   year   old    and   upwards,  115;   at   $10,  $1150. 
Swine    six    months   old   and   upwards,  190;  at  86, 
$1140.     Value  and  description  of  all  other  ratable 
estate,  not  before  enumerated,  $20,990.    Total  value, 
$2,173,965. 

Products  for  1845. — A  census  of  the  productions 
of  the  State,  published  in  1845,  shows  the  product  of 
North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  Mass.,  as  follows  : 

Manufactories  of  shovels,  spades,  forks,  and  hoca,  1 ;  value  of 
articles  manufactured,  $2000;  capital,  $oOO ;  men  employed,  -. 

Musical  iuatrument  manufactories,  I;  value  of  instruments 
manufactured,  $U00  J  capital,  S350  ;  men  employed,  2. 

Brush  manufactories,  1 ;  value  of  brushes  mauuHicturcd 
$21,600;  capital,  $6000  ;  men  employed,  21. 

Saddle,  harness,  and  trunkoiakers,  1;  value  of  articles  manu- 
factured, $1500;  capital,  $300;  employ  3  men. 

Hat  and  cap  manufactories,  1 ;  value  of  bats  and  caps  manu- 
factured, $1040;  valued,  $2500;  capital,  $500  ;  employ  3  men. 
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E^tablishmenU  for  maDufacturing  ruilroiid-curs,  cuachcs, 
cliuises,  and  other  vcbicici,  1;  value  inauufactured,  ^1500; 
capital,  $300;  employ  3  uien. 

Chair  and  cabinet-ware  manufactories,  2;  value  of  goods 
manufactured,  $38,000;  capital,  $18,671 ;  men  employed,  48. 

Tinware  and  atovo  manufactories,  2  ;  value  of  goods  manu- 
factured, 5;u074 ;  capitiil,  $2200  ;  employ  11  hands. 

Doots  manufactured,  -14,711  pairs,  155,476  pairs  shoes;  value, 
Sn0,710;  men  employed,  301  ;   females,  203. 

Value  of  snuff,  cigars,  and  tobacco,  $5200  ;  employ  9  persons. 

Value  of  puuips,  blocks,  $301  ;  employ  2  men. 

Value  of  mechanics'  tools  manufactured,  $3250 ;  employ  19 
bands. 

Shoe-last  and  boot-tree  manufactories,  1  ;  value  of  goods 
manufactured,  .$7995;  capital,  $1500;  employ  7  men. 

Value  of  machines  for  rolling  leather,  $1599;  capital,  $300; 
employ  1  man. 

Value  of  packing-boxes  manufactured,  $2132  ;  capital,  $400  ; 
employ  6  men. 

Lumber  prepared,  300,000  feet;  value,  $3531. 

Firewood  jtrepared,  1155  cords;   value,  $4020. 

Horses,  292 ;  value,  $17,520  ;  neat  cattle,  632  ;  value,  $15,800  ; 
swine,  338;  value,  $5070. 

Indian  corn  or  maize  raised,  5000  bushels  ;  value,  $3333. 
Rye,  366  bushels  ;  value,  $293.  Barley,  239  bushels  ;  value, 
$143.  Oats,  585  bushels;  value,  $234.  Potatoes,  23,111  bushels  ; 
value,  $5777.  Other  esculeut  vegetables,  2000  bushels;  value, 
$000.  Millet,  4  tons;  value,  $50.  Hay,  1445  tons;  value, 
$20,230.  Fruit  raised,  7249;  value,  $1812.  Butter,  20,496 
pounds;  value,  $3279.  Cheese,  23,280  pounds;  value,  $1862. 
Honey,  235  pounds ;  value,  $28.    Beeswax,  16  pounds  ;  value,  $4. 

Industries  of  1855. — The  Industrial  Tables  for 
1855  show  the  following  aa  the  production  of  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brocktou),  Masa. : 

Musical  instrument  manufactories,  2 ;  value  of  instruments 
manufactured,  $8780  ;  capiUil,  $2OO0  ;  employ  9  hands. 

Daguerreotype  artists,  1 ;  daguerreotypes  taken,  SOO;  capital, 
$450  ;  employ  1  man. 

Brush  manufactories,  2  ;  value  of  brushes,  $8000  ;  capital, 
$3000  ;  employ  11  men. 

Saddle,  harness,  and  trunk  manufactories,  1  ;  value  of  sad- 
dles, etc.,  $6000  ;  capital,  $2000  ;  employ  4  men. 

Establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  chaises,  wagons,  sleighs, 
aud  other  vehicles,  3  ;  value  of  carriages  manufactured,  $5200  ; 
capital,  $1600  ;  employ  8  men. 

Establishments  for  making  soap  and  tallow  candles,  2;  soap 
manufactured,  230  barrels;   value  of  soap,  $1120. 

Chair  and  cabinet-ware  manufactories,  1  ;  value  of  chairs  and 
cabinet-ware  manufactured,  $20,000  ;  capital,  $10,000;  emjiloy 
32  men. 

Tinware  manufactories,  2  ;  value  of  tinware,  $13,000  ;  capital, 
$4600  ;  employ  7  men. 

Hoots  of  all  kinds  manufactured,  pairs,  66,956  ;  shoes  of  all 
kinds  manufactured,  094,760  pairs  ;  value  of  boots  and  shoes, 
$724,847;  employ  692  males;  females  employed,  484. 

Value  of  building-stone  quarried  and  prepared  for  building, 
$500;  employ  4  men. 

Value  of  blacking,  $8000;  employ  4  men. 

Value  of  blocks  and  pumps  mauufactured,  $50  ;  employ  1  man. 

Value  of  mechanics'  tools  manufactured,  $2540  ;  employ  44 
men. 

Nuuiber  of  lusts  manufactured,  40,000;   value,  $10,000. 

Lumber  prepared  for  market,  213,000  feet;  value  of  timber, 
$32,025. 


Firewood  prepared  for  market,  3348  cords  ;  value  of  firewood, 
$13,796;  employ  60  men. 

Number  of  sbeep,  5  ;  value,  $10  ;  wool  produced,  20  poundi. 
Horses,  343;  value  of  horses,  $29,880.  O.xen,  over  tiiiec  years 
old,  74;  steers  under  three  years  old,  2G  ;  value  of  oxen  and 
steers,  $5760  ;  milch-cows,  420  ;  heifers,  36;  value  of  cows  and 
heifers,  $17,068.  Butter,  20,075  pounds;  value  of  butter, 
$5013.75;  cheese,  6505  pounds;  value  of  cheese,  >650.jO. 
Honey,  620  pounds;  value  of  honey,  $155.  Indian  corn,  216 
acres;  Indian  corn  per  acre,  28  bushels;  value,  $6075.  Uye,  25 
acres;  rye  per  acre,  15  bushels;  value,  $507.  Barley,  7  acre-; 
barley  per  acre,  23  bushels;  value,  $240.  Oats,  20  acres;  oals 
per  acre,  19  bushels  :  value,  $225.60.  Potatoes,  310  acres;  pota- 
toes per  acre,  90  bushels;  value,  $27,667.  Turnips,  5  acres; 
turnips  per  acre,  200  bushels;  value,  $250.  Carrots,  J.  acre; 
carrots  per  acre,  400  bushels  ;  value,  $50.  Beets  and  other 
esculent  vegetables,  20  acres  ;  value,  $500».  Engli::h  mowing, 
1550  acres;  English  hay,  1266  ;  value,  $25,320;  wet  meadow, 
or  swale  bay,  375  tons;  value,  $3750.  Apple-trees,  7700  ;  value  of 
apples,  $3000.  Pear-trees,  818  ;  value  of  pears,  $100.  Cran- 
berries,  16  acres;  value,  $3200.  Beeswax,  100  pounds; 
value,  $73, 

Bakeries,  1;  flour  consumed,  200  barrels;  value  of  bread 
manufactured,  $5000;  citpital,  $4000;  employ  ft  men. 

Establishments  for  manufacturing  shoe-boxes,  1  ;  value  of 
boxes  manufactured,  $1500;  capital,  $1000;  value  of  boot- 
trees  and  forms  manufactured,  $2000, 

Peat,  500  cords;  value,  $2000.  Swine  raised,  526;  value, 
$4208. 

Manufacturing  Statistics  for  1865. — Gross  value 
of  mechanics'  tools,  828,525  ;  capital,  ^4500  ;  hands 
employed,  33.  Number  of  tack  and  brad  manufac- 
tories, 1 ;  value  of  stock,  82000  ;  capital  invested, 
$2500 ;  hands  employed,  2.  Melodeoii  and  oriran 
manufactories,  2;  number  of  instruments  manufac- 
tured, 70 ;  value  of  the  same,  SGSlJO.  Number  of 
marble  manufactories,  1 ;  value  of  productions,  8G422  ; 
hands  employed,  10.  Number  of  cabinet  manufac- 
tories, 1  ;  value  of  goods  manufactured,  §.'10,000  ; 
capital  invested,  815,000  ;  hands  employed,  3U.  Num- 
ber of  pairs  of  boots  manufactured,  103, 06G  ;  number 
of  pairs  of  shoes  manufactured,  1,009,700  ;  hands  em- 
ployed,— males,  1059  ;  females,  208  ;  value  of  goods 
manufactured,  81,466,900.  Number  of  blacking  es- 
tablishments, 3;  hands  employed,  8;  value  of  stock, 
825,808.97 ;  value  of  blacking  manufactured,  8 13,- 
806.95;  capital  invested,  $12,300.  Number  of 
shoe-last  manufactories,  1  ;  number  of  lasts  manu- 
factured, 48,000;  value  of  the  same,  812,000;  capi- 
tal invested,  810,000  ;  hands  employed,  12.  Num- 
ber of  shoe-box  manufactories,  1  ;  value  of  boxes 
made,  $9000 ;  hands  employed,  7  ;  capital  invested, 
$1000. 

Agricultural  Statistics  of  North  Bridgewater 
(no'w  Brockton)  for  1865. — Cords  of  firewood  cut, 
3065  ;  value  of  the  same,  810,890.  Acres  of  farm- 
ing land,  3972  ;  value  of  the  same,  including  build- 
ings,  $255,184.      Acres    of   improved    land,    3761. 
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Acres  of  woodland,  3034 ;  value  of  the  same,  $74,- 
415.  Bushels  of  ladiua  corn  raised,  5625.  Acres 
of  rye,  41.  Acres  of  barley,  25.  Acres  of  oats,  12}. 
Bushels  of  potatoes,  17,650.  Tons  of  Eugiish  hay, 
2233.  Apple-trees  cultivated  for  fruit,  CS48.  Pear- 
trees  cultivated  for  fruit,  1150.  Number  of  horses, 
385  ;  value  of  same,  §38,140.  Number  of  oxen  and 
steers,  OS ;  value  of  same,  S3965.  Number  of  cows 
and  heifers,  427;  value  of  same,  318,719.  Gal- 
lons of  milk  sold,  24,421.  Pounds  of  butter  sold, 
5448.  Pounds  of  cheese  sold,  1225.  Pounds  of 
beef  dressed,  378,00;  value,  845,360.  Pounds  of 
pork  dressed,  77,700  ;  value,  §12,432.  Pounds  of 
veal  dressed,  32,151  ;  value,  §4,822.35.  Value  of 
eggs  sold,  §250.  Number  of  swine,  232  ;  value  of 
same,  §4618. 

Trades  and  Professions. — The  following  list  gives 
the  Dumber  of  persons  employed  in  the  various  trades 
and  professions  in  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton) 
as  collected  in  1855  : 


Shoemakers 

Farmers  « 

Bootmakei-s 

Laborer:i 

Carpenters 

Shoe-cutters , 

Cabinet-makera 

Clerks 

Merchants 

Shoe  luuDufacturers , 

Painters , 

Boot  manufacturers 

Masons 

Awlmakers 

Blacksmiths 

Machinists 

Carriage-makers 

Lastroakers 

Bakers 

.Stonemasons. 

Boot-formers 

Butchers 

Provision  dealers 

Stage-drivers 

Boot- tree  makers 

Hatters 

Writing-master 

Teamsters 

Shoe-toul  makers 

Shoe-tool  manufacturers.. 

Students 

Soapmaker 

Printers 

La^t  manufacturer 

Newspaper 

Editor 

Musician 

Lumber-dealer 

Physicians 

Cigar  manufacturers 

Cigar-makers 

Tailors 

Pumpmakcr 


•120 

153 

134 

139 

72 

37 

31 

28 

19 

21 

14 

10 

13 

13 

18 

7 

7 

7 

5 

3 


1 

5 
9 
2 
7 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
2 
8 
10 
1 


Pump-peddler 1 

Hotel 1 

Barber 1 

Academy 1 

Refreshment  rooms 3 

Marble-worker 1 

Lawyer 1 

Itolling-machine      manu- 
facturer   X 

Moulder 1 

Hames  manufacturer 1 

Lighthouse-keeper 1 

Assistant           lighthouse- 
keeper 1 

Railroad  engineers 2 

Harness-makers 3 

Box  manufacturer 1 

AVatchmukers 5 

Cabinet  manufacturers....  2 

Horse-trader 1 

Railroad  men 3 

Jeweler 1 

Awl  manufacturers 3 

Expresses 2 

Brush  manufacturer 1 

Brushmakers 6 

Patent-leather  makers 3 

Postmaster 1 

Singing-school  teacher....  1 
Musical  instrument  man- 
ufacturers   2 

Musical   instrument    ma- 
kers   9 

Clergymen 8 

Warden  almshouse 1 

Peddlers 7 

Boot-treors 6 

Livory-Btablea 2 

Currior 1 

Triuimers 5 

Sailor 1 

Hat  manufacturer 1 
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Property. 

From  3  to  5  acres..., 
From  5  to  10  acres.. 
Above  10  acres 


Fariis. 


Number.       Value. 


1 

16 

150 


167     $051,596 


Buildings. 


Houses 

Barns  

Sheds 

Stables 

Carriage-houses., 

Corn-cribs 

Shops , 

Out-buildings 


166 

105 

32 

4 
5 
5 
0 


La.'<d. 

Land  under  crops,  acres 

Market  gardens,  acres 

Orchards  (the  land),  acres.... 

Unimproved  land,  acres 

Unimprovable  land,  acres.... 
Woodland,  acres 


389  S3U,550 

1,682?  $139,039 

4i  760 

23  3,812 

2,422*  70,709 

10       

3,502}  116,720 


7,645*  $337,040 
Fruit-Trees  and  Vinks. 


Apple-trees 3,119 

Cherry-trees 0 

Pear-trees 412 

Grape-vines 152 


BoMESTic  Animals. 


Bees  (swarms  of). 

Bulls 

Calves 

Colts 

Dogs 

Ducks 

Qeese 

Guinea  fowls 

Heifers 


16 

4 

76 

3 

7 

82 

8 

21 

34 

Hens  and  chickens 2,833 

Hogs 

Horses 

Lambs „ 

Milch  cows 

Oxen 

Pigeons 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Steers 

Turkeys 


125 

202 

3 

367 

14 

117 

63 

8 

4 

25 


AOOBEQATES. 

Land 

Buildings 

Fruit-trees  and  vines 

Domestic  animals 

Agricultural  implements  ID  use  . 


Domestic  Prodccts. 
For  Sale. 

Boards,  feet 456,000 

Butter,  pounds 3,305 

Cider,  gallons 7,232 

Dried  fruit,  pounds 75 

Firewood,  oords 1,610 

For  Uie. 

Butler,  pounds 1,696 

Dried  fruit,  pounds 70 

Firewood,  cords 248 

AOBICULTDRAI.   PRODUCTS. 

Apples,  bushels 5,427 

Asparagus,  bunches 150 

Barley,  bushels 90 

Beans,  bushels 11 

Boaiis,  string  and  shell,  bush.  94 

Beef,  pounds 5,950 

Beets,  bushels 1,383 

Cabbage,  heads 14,400 


$9,241 

60 

1,772 

4J0 

$11,523 

$85 

130 

779 

250 

188 

49 

15 

16 

934 

2,330 

3,124 

27,000 

15 

11,880 

1,330 

191 

441 

30 

100 

27 

$48,974 

$337,036 

314,550 

11,523 

48,974 

20,012 

$732,105 


$5,903 

1,462 

1,204 

6 

6,686 


$660 
11 

1,100 


$4,031 

15 

90 

4S 

153 

508 

3S2 

800 


(i7(J 
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Celery,  bunches SdO  SJO 

Cllickeu^,  Jrcaafi],  jiounJi 5U0  I'lj 

Corn,  K'*^'en,  biisiicl^i 52.'J  oJ3 

Corn,  Indi:Ln,  busbela 4L*S  443 

Cruobcrries,  bushels it  20 

Cuciiuibcrs,  bushels 3U  30 

Currants,  quarts 35  7 

Eggs,  Juzen 15,882  4,2SG 

Foilder,  corn,  tons 85  891 

Orupes,  bu>hels 35  37 

Uay,  English,  tons 1,297  28,952 

Hay,  meadow,  tons 359  5,042 

lliiy,  millet,  tuns U  194 

Huckleberries,  iiu:irts lUU  2U 

lee.  Ions 2,50U  3,750 

Alangoes,  bushels 75  15 

Manure,  curds 347  2,G01 

Melon.- 150  15 

Milk,  gallons 180,070  46,584 

Oats,  bushels 205  184 

Onions,  buahels 85  100 


Parsnips,  bushels 'M) 

Pears,  bushels ju 

Peas,  green,  bushels .■12s 

Pork,  pounds 9,775 

Potatoes,  Irish,  budhels 8,1135 

Pumpkins,  pounds 200 

Kye,  bushels 79 

Squashes,  pounds 4,ojU 

Straw,  tons 4 

Strawberries,  quarts 3, lull 

Tomatoes,  bushels. 9ii 

Turnips,  bushels 3,5-12 

Yeal,  pounds 980 

AcdllKG.U'LS. 

Domestic  products,  for  sale 

Bomestic  pl'oducts,  lor  use 

Hay,  10ti7  tons 

Other  agricultural  products 


S2j 

loo 

5'Jii 
:.2:'.o 
■,J79 


121 
M 

on 

90 

122 


201 
771 

188 


$129,595 
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Artificial  teeth  and  dental  work.. 

Artisans'  tools 

Boots  and  shoes 

Boxes 

Building 

Carriages  and  wagons 

Drugs  and  medicines 

l-*uod  preparations 

Furniture 

Leather 

JMaehines  and  machinery 

Mctnls  and  metallic  goods 

Musical  instruments 

Photographs 

Polishes  and  dressing 

Printing  and  publishing 

.^tunc 

T'obacco 

Woodeo  goods 


Qs 


AViiaAGE    NUMDLa  OF   Ku- 

rLovts. 


109 


73 
4 

24 
7 
1 
U 
2 

4 

3 

15 

1 


5  I 


4725 
2 

52 

39S1 

52 

210 

9 

3 

61 

28 

27 

26 

1G8 

a 

13 

25 

9 

8 
30 


"J 

c 

II 

3743 

973 

9 

9 



52 

. 

3090 

887 

4 

*>•> 

30 

215 

1 

y 



3 

52 

s 

I 

28 

25 

2 

26 

. 

128 

39 

. 

3 

4 

o 

12 

1 

21 

4 

6 

1 

i 

36 

§2,270,934 

1,650 

37,025 

1,919,469 

15,500 

96,580 

5,225 

30,050 

11,975 
17,767 
72,356 

3,200 

9,320 

10,290 

3,870 
23,800 


$1,603,710   $5,433,3:;:; 


I 


;,150 

18,000  ' 
,261,990 
19,425  1 
30,400  i 
3,300 
5,000  ' 
84,000  j 
5,200 
3,200 
19,000 
100,545 
2,000 
7,000 
22,500 
2I,S00 
14,900 
4,0110 
31,700 


,i:;2 

8,li25 

4,So2,:;is 
3:;,  125 

100,050 
4,050 

160,498 

15,9110 
23,800 
89,750 

5,SiiO 

35,811.'. 

7.550 


2,85ii 
29,450 


?8,75ii,992 

11,105 

54,150  , 

7,111,9  19 

59,190 

299,451) 
10,0511 
25,000 

291,150  , 
30,500  ' 
3:;,ouo  I 
58,40u 

234,700  I 
2,050 
12,100  I 
sj.llS  i 
27,000 
17.850 
lu,ll5o  , 
67,950  [ 


Statistics  for  1883. — The  statutes  require  the  aa- 

sessors  to  collect  the  following  statistics,  which  are 

submitted   for   the  cousideration  of  the  citizens  of 
Brockton : 

Number  ol  polls  assessed  (males) 5559 

01'  this  number  (1880)  pay  a  property  tax. 

Number  of  female  polls 25 

Increase  of  polls  from  1882  (males) 750 

Decrease  of  polls  from  1882  (females) 11 

Total  valuation  in  1883 $10,467,959.00 

Total  valuation  in  1882 9,150,702.00 

Increase  in  valuation 1,317,257.00 

Total  valuatiou  of  personal  estate  in  1883 2,272,354.00 

Total  valuation  of  personal  estate  in  1882 1,845,657.00 

Increase  from  1882 426,697.00 

Total  value  of  buildings  in  1S83 4,235,805.00 

Total  value  of  buildings  in  1882 3,74,'S,446.00 

Increase  on  buildings  from  18S2 487,419.00 

Total  value  of  laud  in  1883 3,959,740.00 

Total  value  of  land  in  1882 3,556,599.00 

Increase  from  1882 403,141.00 

Kate,  $l6|i  per  $1000. 

Actual  amount  raised  by  ta.Tation  in  1883 185,154.48 

Actual  amount  raised  by  ta.\ation  in  1882 161,951.52 


Increase  from  1882 

Number  of  dwellings  in  1383.... 

Increase  from  1882 

Number  of  horses  taxed 

Increase  from  1882 

Number  of  cows  taxed  iu  1883.. 

Increase  from  1882 

Number  of  acres  of  land  taxed. 
Number  of  pairs  of  oxeu 


23,202.96 

2581 

134 

1237 

150 

621 

29 

ii.iiu; 


Dwelling-Houses  and  Families  in  1764. — An 
order  was  passed  by  the  A.^beuJbly,  Feb.  2,  ITUi, 
directing  the  selectmen  of  each  town  and  district  to 
"  take  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of  dwelliug- 
liousos,  families,  aud  people  in  their  respective  towns 
and  districts,  including  Indians  civilized,  iiei,'roos,  and 
mulattoes,  as  well  as  white  people,  aud  females  as  well 
as  mules." 

At  this  period  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty 
houses  in  the  North  Parish, — one  hundred  aud  thirty- 
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ooe  families,  witli  a  population  of  eight  hundred  and 
tliirtj-three. 

The  above  was  the  first  attempt  to  take  the  census 
in  Massachusetts. 

In  1790  the  first  United  States  census  was  taken, 
since  which  time  there  has  been  a  statement  of  the 
population  every  ten  years,  each  one  varying  from  the 
other  in  the  system  of  classification. 

In  the  years  1790  and  1800  the  account  is  not 
separately  given  in  a  manner  to  show  what  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  North  Parish  wa.s. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  parish  in 
181 0  was  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

The  fullowing  is  the  census  of  the  North  Parish 
in  1820: 

Free  wliite  males  uuJcr  10 190 

'•      of  lU  and  under  18 1U7 

•'         "         "      of  IC  und  under  2B 153 

"         "         "      of  L'6  and  under  45 145 

"         "         '•      of  45  and  upwards 123 

CuloreJ  persons 23 

Free  white  fuiiiales  under  10 ISl 

"          "        of  10  and  uuder  Iti 113 

"         "          "        of  16  and  under  26 151 

*'         '*          "        of  2G  and  under  45 150 

'*          "        of  45  and  upwards 134 

Foreigners  not  naturalized 4 

Number  of  dwelliii^^-houses 220 

Total  number  of  inhabitants 14S0 

Population  in  1830,  1953,  with  the  following  de- 
tails : 

J/u/e^.— Under  5,  129  ;  5  to  10,  112  ;  10  to  15, 129  ;  15  to  20, 
122;  2U  to  30,  177;  30  to  40,  1U5;  40  to  50,  73;  50  to  60,  36; 
60  to  70,  41 ;  70  to  80,  19  ;  SO  to  90,  8  ;  90  to  100,  1. 

Fe,nuk„.—Vader  5,  122;  5  to  10,  110;  10  to  16,  102;  15  to 
20,92;  20  to  30,211;  30  to  40,  IOC;  40  to  50,  S5  ;  50  to  60,58; 
CO  to  70,  42;  70  to  80,  24;  SO  to  90,  9;  90  to  100,  0. 

Colored  persons  : 

J/<i/c».— Under  10,  6;  10  to  24,  9;  24  to  36,  3  ;  30  to  55,  3; 
55  to  100,  2. 

y'era<//--,.— Under  in,  3 ;  10  to  21,  5  ;  21  to  30,  1  ;  30  to  55,  4  ; 
55  to  100,  4. 

Population  in  1840,  2094r,  with  the  following  de- 
tails : 

J/.i/c..— Under  5,  0 ;  5  to  10,  170;  10  to  15,  147;  15  to  20, 
156  ;  20  to  :;0,  1B7;  30  to  40,  187  ;  40  to  50,  93;  50  to  CO,  72; 
CO  to  70.  30  ;  70  to  80,  23  ;  80  to  90,  11 ;  90  to  100,  2.  Total, 
1058. 

V'tmi./t..— Under  5,  0 ;  5  to  10,  170  ;  10  to  15,  135 ;  15  to  20, 
114;  20  lo  ::0,  132;  30  to  40,  202;  40  to  50,  100;  50  to  Gu,  72; 
60  to  70,  IS  ;  70  to  80,  26 ;  80  to  90,  15  ;  90  to  100,  0.  Total, 
1014.     Colored,  22. 

Population  in  1850,  3939,  with  the  following  de- 
tails: 

Under  1,  101;  1  to  5,  379;  5  to  10,  413;  10  to  15,  364;  15  to 
20,  452;  20  to  25,  449;  25  to  30,  402;  30  to  35,  320  ;  35  to  40, 
248;  40  to  45,  19S;  45  to  50,  150;  50  to  55,  115;  55  to  60,  91; 
60  to  G5,  79;  05  to  70,  50;  70  to  75,  35;  75  to  80,  21;  80  to 
85,  13;  85  to  90,  5 ;  90  to  95,  4;  95  to  100,  3;  eolorcd,  30. 
Total,  3939. 


Population  in  1855,  5205,  by  the  State  census, 
with  the  following  details: 

Under  5,  707;  5  to  10,  533;  10  to  15,  523;  15  to  20,  507;  20 
to  30,  1125;  30  to  40,  790;  40  to  50,  451;  50  to  BU,  298;  liu  to 
70,  170  ;  70  to  80,  71  ;  80  to  90,  15  ;  90  to  100,  2. 

Population  in  1860,  6584,  with  the  fullotviug  de- 
tails : 

ilalea.— Under  1,  92 ;  1  to  5,  397;  5  to  10,  3fil  ;  10  to  15, 
293;  15  to  20,360;  20  to  30,705;  30  to  40,  490;  40  to  5il, 
333;  50  to  60,  171  ;  60  to  70,  99;  70  to  80,  47;  80  to  Oil,  S;  90 
to  100,  1.     Total,  3367. 

i'^ema/e«.— Uuder  1,  118;  1  to  5,  347;  5  to  10,  :;4:! ;  10  to  15, 
243;  15  to  20,  292;  20  to  30,  694;  30  to  40,402;  40  to  5U, 
2S8;  50  to  GO,  200;  60  to  70,  115;  70  to  8U,  Gl ;  SO  to  90,  12; 
90  to  100,  0.     Total,  3185. 

Colored  people  : 

Males.— Vader  1,  0  ;  1  to  2,  4  ;  5  to  10,  3  ;  10  to  15,  1  ;  15  to 
20,  1 ;  20  to  30,  2;  30  to  40,  3  ;  40  to  50,  1 ;  50  to  00,  1  ;  BO  to 
70,  1.     Total,  18. 

FeinuUa.—Uadet  1,  0;  1  to  5,  2;  a  to  10,  3  ;  10  to  15,  0; 
15  to  20,  1 ;  20  to  30,  3 ;  30  to  40,  3  :  40  to  50,  1  ;  50  to  GO,  0  ; 
60  to  70,  1.  Total,  14.  Number  of  dwelling-houses,  1U23 ; 
number  of  families,  1377. 

ro])ulation  in  1SB5,  6335.  Number  of  dwellings,  1249.  Num- 
ber of  families,  1391.  Number  of  churches,  8.  Number  of 
school-houses,  15.  Number  of  ratable  |jolls,  1708.  Number  of 
legal  voters,  13G2.     Number  of  naturalized  voters,  141. 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

First  Coverings  for  the  Feet — Modern  Shoes — Boot  and  Shoo 
Trade  in  New  England — Store  Trade  in  Masaaehusetta — 
Improvements  in  Manufacturing — Introduction  of  JIachinery 
— Early  Shoe  Manufacturers — Statistical  Tables  fur  llrock- 
ton — Brockton  as  a  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturing  City. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacture. — This  imptirtant 
industrial  interest,  having  assumed  such  wonderful 
proportions,  and  towering  as  it  does  above  all  its  com- 
peers in  magnitude  and  importance,  deserves  more 
than  a  passing  notice.  When  we  consider  the  amount 
of  capital  devoted  to  this  branch  of  the  meclianie  arts, 
the  energy  and  peraeverance  of  the  leading  men  en- 
gaged iu  the  same,  we  cannot  fail  to  give  it  a  place 
amon<r  the  sreatcst  of  manufactures.  It  is  a  curious 
and  interesting  study  to  trace  the  variotis  changes 
that  have  taken  place  in  coverings  fur  the  /i:i;t. 

The  first  known  to  have  been  used  were  fifteen 
hundred  years  before  Christ,  and  the  first  or  oldest 
form  was  the  sandal.  Those  used  by  the  poorer 
classes  cousisted  of  flat  slices  of  the  palm-leaf,  lapped 
in  the  centre,  forming  the  sole,  and  a  double  band  of 
twisted  leaves  secured  and  strengthened  the  edge.  A 
thong  of  strong  fibres  of  the  same  plant  was  aflixed 
to  each  side  of  the  instep,  and  was  secured  round  the 
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foot,  while  those  of  the  wealthy  classes  were  luaJe  of 
leather,  and  frequeotly  lined  with  cloth,  tlie  point  or 
end  turning  up  like  a  pair  of  modern  skates.  Speci- 
mens of  these  sandals,  made  of  leaves  or  papyrus,  are 
now  ou  exhibition  in  the  British  Museum.  Among 
the  Hebrews,  shoes  were  often  made  of  wood,  and 
those  for  soldiers  of  brass  or  iron.  Among  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  the  use  of  shoes  was  not  common,  and 
the  Spartan  youths  were  early  taught  to  go  bare- 
footed, females  only  being  allowed  to  wear  shoes. 

From  the  earliest  days  there  has  always  been  a  great 
diversity  of  style  in  the  different  periods  of  time.  The 
Lacademonians  wore  red  shoes.  Roman  senators  and 
patricians  wore  high,  black,  laced  buskins,  with  orna- 
ments of  ivory.  Some  were  made  with  tops  of  great 
length,  to  cover  the  legs,  and  were  called  boots,  the 
tops  often  being  made  of  skins  of  wild  animals  laced 
up  in  front,  great  care  being  taken  to  procure  an  exact 
fit. 

The  Jews  commonly  went  without  covering  for  the 
feet,  except  when  on  very  long  journeys  it  became 
necessary  to  wear  something, — in  such  cases  sandals, 
made  simply  of  a  sole  with  one  or  two  straps  across 
the  instep,  heels  being  seldom  used. 

During  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third  of  England, 
those  that  worked  at  the  shoe-trade  were  denominated 
the  "  gentle  craft,"  as  they  produced  shoes  of  the  most 
gorgeous  descriptions  ;  the  greatest  variety  of  pattern 
was  devised  and  the  richest  contrast  of  color  elabo- 
rated. Coming  down  to  the  reign  of  Richard  the 
Second,  boots  and  shoes  were  made  of  great  length,  so 
that  they  were  chained  to  the  knee  of  the  wearer  with 
gold  and  silver  straps  or  cord.  This  fashion  was 
iu  use  till  Parliament,  in  14G3,  forbade  shoemakers 
making  points  on  shoes  over  two  inches  long  for  tlie 
unprivileged  classes  under  penalty  of  twenty  shillings, 
and  for  those  that  wore  them  excommunication  was 
denounced  against  any  persons  wearing  such.  This 
move  had  the  effect  to  widen  the  toes  to  such  an 
absurd  extent  that  Queen  Mary  limited  the  width  to 
six  inches. 

During  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  boots  were  made  of  elegant  Spanish 
buff  leather,  with  tops  of  such  enormous  dimen- 
sions as  to  obstruct  walking  with  ease.  The  dis- 
tinguishing mark  of  gentility  during  the  reign  of 
George  the  First  and  Second  was  red  heels.  The 
ladies  wore  silk  or  velvet  in  preference  to  leather,  and 
the  favorite  color  was  figured  blue  silk,  with  bright 
red  heels  and  silver  buckles.  In  1790  the  low,  flat 
slipper  was  introduced,  and  the  shoe-buckle  disap- 
peared and  the  plain  shoe-string  was  introduced.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  endeavored  to  preserve  the  use  of  the 


buckle,   in    order   to   assist    the    buckle-makers,    but 
fashion  was  too  powerful  for  him. 

The  shoes  of  the  Oriental  ladies  are  highly  orna- 
mented, the  covering  being  wrought  with  gold,  silver, 
and  silk,  and  set  with  jewels.  The  sahot  is  a  shoe 
peculiar  to  France,  and  is  made  of  wood,  very  clumsy, 
but  warm  and  comfortable. 

Of  all  the  varieties  of  shoes  none  are  so  curious  as 
the  Chinese,  none  are  so  costly  or  elaborate,  and  none 
so  unnatural.  Their  feet  are  kept  bandaged  from  their 
infancy,  so  that  when  they  arrive  at  maturity  they 
are  enabled  to  wear  shoes  of  three  or  four  inches  in 
length,  which  are  usually  made  of  beautiful  silk. 

During  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries  wooden  shoes 
were  quite  common,  and  even  uow  the  peasantry  of 
Europe  wear  them  to  a  great  extent. 

Of  the  boots  and  shoes  of  modern  days,  those  man- 
ufactured in  America  excel  all  others  in  style  and 
variety  of  kinds.  The  celebrated  gaiter-boot  inaugu- 
rated a  new  era  in  coverings  for  the  feet,  and  its  in- 
troduction is  attributed  to  the  Countess  of  Blessiiigton ; 
but  owing  to  the  labor  of  lacing  and  unlacing,  holes 
wearing  out,  breaking  off,  etc.,  these  gave  way  to  the 
elastic  gaiter,  which  has  been  universally  adopted  and 
approved.  The  Americans  are  rapidly  securing  to 
themselves  a  superiority  over  ail  other  nations  in  this 
most  important  of  manufacturing  interests,  and  they 
are  now  regarded  as  the  manufacturers  of  the  world. 
American  ingenuity  and  skill  has  couiplctcly  rivaled 
the  best  specimens  of  Parisian  handicraft,  and  the 
importation  of  French  gaiters  has  nearly  ceased. 
Narrowing  our  limits  down  to  home  interests,  we  may 
safely  say  that  the  highest  perfection  of  this  branch  of 
the  mechanic  arts  has  been  attained  in  Massachusetts. 

Early  in  the  seventeenth  century  the  Lords  of 
Trade  reported  to  Parliament  that  the  greater  portion 
of  leather  used  within  the  province  was  made  in 
Massachusetts.  During  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
Massachusetts  supplied  large  quantities  of  shoes  fur 
the  array,  and  during  the  late  Rebellion  she  supplied 
the  demand  of  the  government. 

The  boot  and  shoe  trade  of  New  England  is  of 
modern  date.  Previous  to  the  war  of  1S12,  those 
engaged  in  shoemaking  consisted  of  the  "  village 
cobbler,"  and  those  whose  custom  it  was  to  travel 
from  house  to  house  and  place  to  place,  to  repair  and 
make  shoes  for  the  families,  enough  to  last  them  till 
he  came  around  again,  which  was  usually  once  a  year. 
Shoes  were  not  made  up  in  large  quantities  as  at  the 
present  time,  and  it  was  by  degrees  that  the  shoe- 
makers procured  a  little  leather  and  made  it  into 
shoes,  and  bartered  them  at  a  neighboring  store  fur 
groceries,  or  exchanged    them  with  the  tanners  for 
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leather.    At  length  the  store-keepers  kept  a  few  shoes 
OD  huod  for  sale. 

The  store  trade  of  Massachusetts  may  be  said  to 
have  begun  in  or  about  1818,  when  the  first  cargo 
of  shoes  and  boots  was  shipped  to  New  York  to 
Messrs.  Spofford  &  Tileston,  boot  .ind  shoo  jobbers. 
The  trade  has  since  continued  to  increase,  till  it  now 
forms  oue-third  part  of  the  total  maimfucturing 
power  of  the  country.  Nearly  every  small  country 
town  in  New  England  does  something  in  the  manu- 
facture of  boots  and  shoes,  and  it  has  been  estimated 
that  every  eighth  man  is  a  shoemaker. 

The  shoes  that  were  made  previous  to  1818  were 
mostly  of  the  sewed  kind,  until  a  patent  was  obtained 
for  riveting  the  uppers  to  the  bottoms,  a  steel  plate 
having  been  used  for  that  purpose.  Then  came 
wooden  pegs,  said  to  have  been  first  used  by  Joseph 
Walker,  of  Hopkinton,  Mass.  Soon  after  pegs  had 
come  into  common  use,  it  produced  a  great  revolu- 
tion in  the  manufacture  of  sale  work.  Women  and 
boys  were  employed  to  peg  shoes  that  could  not  so 
well  be  employed  on  sewed  work,  and  hence  the 
number  of  shoemakers  increased  very  fast.  If  we 
stop  to  consider  the  great  improvements  made  in  the 
manufacture  of  sale  work  by  machinery,  we  cannot 
fail  to  see  that  it  has  become  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant of  business  pursuits.  We  now  find,  instead  of 
the  manufacturers  sending  out  leather  to  make  into 
shoes,  as  in  former  times,  large  numbers  of  men  are 
engaged  in  making  shoes  in  the  manufacturing  shops 
by  the  different  machines  that  are  in  use,  of  which 
there  is  a  great  variety.  Instead  of  cutting  leather 
with  a  hand-kuife,  it  is  now  cut  with  dies,  propelled 
either  by  machinery  or  by  hand  ;  and  in  place  of  the 
uppers  being  sewed  by  hand  as  they  were  formerly, 
machines  do  the  work  nicer  and  much  quicker. 
Then  wc  have  the  patent  last-holder,  for  assisting  in 
the  process  of  lasting  the  shoes ;  from  this  the  shoe 
passes  to  the  pegging-machine,  where,  in  an  almost 
incredible  time,  the  shoe  is  pegged ;  from  thence  the 
shoe  is  passed  to  the  leveling  machine,  which  is  a 
powerful  engine  for  rubbing  down  the  bottoms. 
Then  the  shoe  is  handed  from  one  person  to  another 
to  do  the  different  parts,  of  finishing  the  edges,  and 
grinding  the  bottoms,  putting  on  of  heels,  etc. 
After  they  are  finished,  by  grinding  the  bottoms, 
they  are  colored  and  tied  in  pairs,  or  placed  in  single 
pairs  in  a  paper  box,  and  packed  in  cases  for  ship- 
ment. We  have  already  seen  that  shoemaking  and 
manufacturing  are  not  what  they  were  once.  Manu- 
facturing shops,  instead  of  being  small  buildings, 
having  a  few  cutters  only,  are  now  large  and  com- 
modious buildings,  several  stories  high,   filled  with 


machinery  of  different  kinds,  and  propelled  by  steam- 
power.  In  one  room,  usually  the  ba.sement,  is  the 
steam-boiler  and  engine,  and  machines  for  cutting 
sole-leather,  rolling  it  and  cutting  out  the  soles  at  a 
single  stroke.  In  another  loft  the  leather  is  secured 
to  the  last,  and  the  outer  soles  prepared  for  the 
pegging  operation.  This  machine  is  supplied  with 
a  thin  strip  of  wood,  like  a  watch-spring,  its  width 
being  the  length  of  the  peg.  From  the  coil  at  each 
revolution  of  the  machine,  a  peg  is  clipped,  that  falls 
into  a  cell,  ready  to  be  introduced  by  its  next  move- 
ment into  its  place  in  the  shoe.  The  pegs  are  thus 
produced  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  in  a  second. 

With  the  recent  introduction  of  machinery  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  goods,  with 
less  help  than  formerly  was  required  on  the  same 
quantity  of  goods. 

The  shoe  manufacture  in  this  town  has  become 
the  prominent  business  of  the  town,  giving  employ- 
ment to  a  large  number  of  persons,  both  male  and 
female.  It  commenced  and  became  one  of  the  lead- 
ing branches  of  business  previous  to  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  town. 

Mr.  Micah  Faxon  was  probably  the  first  person 
that  manufactured  shoes  for  the  wholesale  trade  in 
the  town.  He  came  from  Randolph  in  1811,  and 
commenced  cutting  and  making  shoes  in  the  house 
that  was  formerly  occupied  by  the  late  Matthew 
Packard,  and  on  the  same  lot  that  Mr.  Faxon's  house 
now  stands.  At  that  time  there  was  no  one  in  town 
that  could  bind  the  vamps  and  put  the  shoes  together, 
and  they  were  sent  to  Randolph  to  be  made.  At 
first  he  made  one  hundred  pairs  of  fine  calf  spring- 
heel  shoes,  and  carried  them  to  Boston  on  horseback. 
His  first  lot  was  sqld  to  Messrs.  Monroe  &  Nash,  a 
firm  on  Long  Wharf,  Boston,  who  were  among  the 
first  to  send  goods  to  the  South.  When  carriages 
came  into  common  use,  he  carried  bis  shoes  into  the 
city  in  wagons,  and  brought  out  his  own  leather. 
The  market-men  and  those  that  carried  wood  and 
other  goods  to  market  used  to  bring  out  stock  for 
him,  which,  of  course,  was  in  small  lots  at  first. 
Soon  after  this  time  Messrs.  Silas  Packard  and  Col. 
Edward  Southworth  became  engaged  in  the  same 
business  in  connection  with  their  store,  on  the  corner 
of  Court  and  Main  Streets,  where  David  Cobb's  store 
now  stands.  Col.  Southworth  soon  after  built  the 
store  that  he  now  occupies,  which  was  in  181G. 
From  that  time  to  the  present  the  business  has  con- 
tinued to  increase,  till,  in  1837,  we  find  the  amount  of 
boots  manufactured  to  be  79,000  pairs,  beside  22,300 
pairs  of  shoes,  amounting  in  all  to  $184,200,  giving 
employment  to  750  males  and  375  females.    In  1845 
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the  tables  of  iuduitry  show  the  amount  of  boots  and 
shoes  uianufucturoJ  in  North  Biidgewutcr  to  be 
§179,716.  Number  of  pairs  of  shoes,  155,-170 ; 
number  of  paiia  of  boots,  44,711  ;  giving  employ- 
ment to  301  males  and  203  females. 

By  the  above  tables  we  see  the  amount  of  goods 
manufactured  has  decreased  during  the  eight  years 
intervening  the  dates  above  ;  we  also  find  the  number 
of  shoes  luis  increased  by  more  than  seven  times, 
while  the  number  of  bouts  is  much  less.  We  account 
for  the  number  of  hands  employed  being  so  much 
less  by  the  introduction  of  machinery,  requiring  less 
help  to  peribrm  the  same  amount  of  work. 

In  1855  the  amount  of  goods  had  greatly  increased, 
and  the  number  of  both  boots  and  shoes  has  also  in- 
creased in  number,  and  a  corresponding  number  of 
persons  employed,  which  is  as  follows:  Number  of 
boots  manufactured,  G6,956  pairs  ;  number  of  shoes, 
G'J4,740  pairs  ;  value  of  the  same,  S724,S47  ;  uuiuber 
of  males  employed,  G92  ;  number  of  females,  484. 

In  18G5  the  number  of  boots  manufactured  was 
103,060  paii-s;  number  of  shoes,  1,009,700  pairs; 
number  of  males  employed,  1059  ;  number  of  females 
employed,  208.  Total  value  of  goods  manufactured, 
$1,4GG,900.  During  the  last  ten  years  we  find  the 
increase  to  be  §742,153  in  amount;  increase  in  the 
number  of  boots  manufactured,  37,150  pairs  ;  increase 
of  shoes  manufactured,  314,900  pairs. 

Among  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  boots  or  shoes,  we  publish  the  following 
names : 


Miciih  Faxon. 
Col.  Edvviird  Southworth. 
Silas  Pack.aid. 
Miij.  N.Ltbiiii  llaywarii. 
Benjaiiiiii  IvlN^niaii. 
liaao  F.  Curtis. 
Noah  CtiesuKin. 
l>avid  Howard. 
Henry  Howard. 
Guor^e  \V.  Bryant. 
Thoiuaa  A.  Ford. 
Charles  L.  Hautbaway. 
.Samuel  S.  Brett. 
Kdvvard  .S.  Packard. 
Francis  M.  French. 
William  French. 
Ambrose  Packard. 
Oliver  Leach. 
Oliver  V.  Leach. 
Marcus  Leach. 
Pele^  tS.  Leach. 
Cyrus  ]i.  Kingniaa. 
Martin  L.  Keith. 
Charles  P.  ICcitb. 
Charles  Keith. 
Frauklin  Keith. 
Arza  B.  Iveith. 


George  C.  Blanchaid. 
George  C.  Cary. 
Allen  Leach. 
Henry  Cross. 
Charles  U.  Ford. 
Richard  M.  FuUerton. 
Marcus  Holmes. 
Daniel  S.  Howard. 
F.  0.  Howard. 
Cyrus  Jcrncgan. 
Fearing  W.  Bent. 
Frederic  G.  Jones. 
George  A.  Haven. 

0.  0.  Patten. 
J.  0.  Patten. 

Nathaniel  11.  Packard. 

Washburn  Packard. 

George  Sawyer. 

II.  B.  Packard. 

Kuos  Ueyuolds. 

E.  L.  Thayer. 

George  It.  Thompson. 

Levi  B.  White. 

Welcome  ^Vhi'.e. 

Varanes  AVaies. 

Darius  Howard. 

Frederic  Howard. 


Albert  Keith. 
Howard  P.  Keith. 
Willard  Keith. 
Elmer  Keith. 
Thomas  Young. 
Thomas  Swift. 
B.  F.  Hayward. 
Samuel  D.  Keith. 
Horace  Bryant. 
AVilliam  Siiell. 
John  0.  Emerson, 
George  Stevens. 
Gardner  J.  Kingman. 
Howard  Reynolds. 
Gardner  Reynolds. 
JI.  V.  A  J.  W.  Reynolds. 
Gcorgo  Loring  A  Co. 
B.  G.  Stoddard. 
B.  Cary,  Jr. 
W.  II.  H.  Hebard. 
Benjamin  F.  Reynolds. 
Perez  Marshall. 
Russell  AldcD. 


Howard  Tilden. 
John  Tildcu. 
Caleb  Howard,  Jr. 
David  Eldrid,  Jr. 
Isaac  Perkins. 
William  .S.  Huntington. 
Aljdieus  Andrews, 
lloburt  A.  .Stoddard. 
Simeon  Dunbar. 
Lysander  Howard, 
(leorgc  Clark. 
F.  O.  Thayer. 
F.  A.  Thayer. 
Lewis,  Whitlicr  .V;  (irilliii. 
Aaron  B.  Drake. 
Josiah  Fuller. 
Arza  Keith. 
George  W ,  Dunbar. 
Bradford  Dunbar. 
Howard  T.  Marshall. 
Henry  A.  Ford. 
Edwin  C.  Ames. 


During  18G5  there  was  a  decided  increase  in  the 
number  of  manufacturers,  and  several  stoam-engiiios, 
with  tlie  requisite  machinery  for  making  shoes,  were 
introduced.  A  year  or  two  since  Messrs.  A.  &  A.  B. 
Keith  introduced  a  new  method  of  making  shoes  by 
new  and  improved  machines.  This  firm  was  the  first 
in  the  country  to  adopt  nearly  all  machinery,  such  as 
pegging,  sewing,  cutting,  scouring,  etc.  They  had  a 
large  factory  at  Campello,  and  another  in  ll.iyiiluim, 
where  they  manufactured  a  large  amount  of  goods 
for  the  Southern  market,  having  a  store  in  Pearl 
Street,  Boston,  for  the  sale  of  their  goods.  This  firm 
have  retired  from  business.  Martin  L.  Keitli  had  a 
large  establishment  for  manufacturing  goods  at  Cam- 
pello, and  a  store  in  Pearl  Street  for  the  sale  of  his 
goods.  His  factory  was  totally  destroyed  by  liiv,  and 
Mr.  Keith  is  in  otlier  business  in  Boston. 

Among  the  manufacturers  who  early  iiitrudnced 
steam-engines  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes, 
was  the  late  Charles  R.  Ford,  who  erected  a  very 
large  building  in  the  north  part  of  the  Centre,  on 
5Iaiti  Street;  Daniel  S.  Howard  hud  a  large  manu- 
factory on  Montello  Street,  and  formerly  used  a  hut  air 
engine  for  power,  now  uses  steam-power ;  F.  0.  et  F. 
A.  Thayer  had  a  large  new  engine  in  their  manu- 
factory on  Centre  Street;  Samuel  Ilerrod  al.^u  ii/iru- 
duced  steam-power  in  his  factory,  at  the  nurtli  end  of 
the  city,  on  Main  Street ;  George  Stevens  had  a  largo 
and  commodious  building  for  manufacturing  bouts 
and  shoes  by  steam-power,  on  Montello  Street,  Cam- 
pello.    This  was  in  18G5. 

The  foregoing  manufacturers  were  tlie  first  to  use 
steam  for  power ;  now  they  are  numbered  to  over  a 
hundred  who  have  steam  boilers  in  the  city. 
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Probably  no  city  in  the  country  lias  superior  aJ- 
vantages  or  facilities  for  manufacturing  boots  and 
shoes  than  the  city  of  Brockton  ;  the  facilities  of 
transportation  to  Boston  and  New  York  are  conve- 
nient, and  workmen  of  all  kinds  are  at  hand  to  do 
any  aiuount  of  labor  that  may  be  required. 

In  1835,  George  \V.  Bryant  manufactured  custom 
boots  and  shoes,  and  sold  leather  to  manufacturers. 

B.  P.  Davis  commenced  the  retail  boot  and  shoe 
business  on  Main  Street  in  1850,  and  is  the  oldest 
dealer  in  that  business  in  the  city.  Charles  D.  Brig- 
ham  had  a  boot  and  shoe  store  at  423  Main  Street. 
Thomas  P.  Reynolds  had  a  custom  boot  and  shoe 
store  in  Central  Block,  on  Centre  Street. 

The  present  retail  dealers  arc  Benjamin  P.  Davis, 
A.  M.  Nilcs,  E.  K  Carll  &  Co.,  George  H.  Jameson, 
Walter  C.  Packard,  John  H.  Carr,  Sweetzer  &  Son, 
Thayer  &  Whitman,  T.  A.  Corcoran,  Kent  &  Hickey. 
We  present  to  the  reader  the  following  list  of  the 
shipments  of  boots  and  shoes  at  different  dates,  giv- 
ing an  idea  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  in  that 
leading  branch  of  business  of  Brockton.  A  careful 
examination  of  the  tables  explain  themselves. 

It  will  be  understood  that  the  figures  in  each  col- 
umn represent  first  the  shipments  for  the  week  endiii"- 
on  the  date  opposite  which  they  are  placed,  the  foot- 
ings for  the  month  being  placed  after  the  figures  for 
the  last  week  in  the  month.  The  columns  under 
Brockton  show  the  shipments  from  the  whole  city, 
including  Campello  ;  those  under  Campello  the  ship- 
ments from  Campello  alone. 


COMPARATIVE    SCHEDULE. 


Januai-y 


3.. 
lU.. 
17.. 
24.. 
31.. 

7.. 
U.. 


u-s. 

..  IS.'.l 
..  177'J 
..  .■IUL'7 
..  2'J-IO 
..  4123—13,402 

February      7 :;73U 

..   416'J 

21 44G2 

28 4710—17,061 

7 43i4 

14 40113 

21 4018 

28 4353—16,788 

4 4249 

11 420.! 

18 410a 

25 4129—16,690 

2 3SyB 

9 3C98 


Maich 


Ai>ril 


May 


July 


ir... 

23.. 
30.. 

0.. 
13.. 
20.. 
27.. 

4.. 

n.. 

13.. 


Augiut         1. 


3243 

3026 

2573—16,436 

2171 

2147 

1807 

1647-  7,832 

1802 

IISU 

1533 

217:1—  6,694 

21100 


8 3047 


1877. 
1408 
1938 
3297 
337S 

3323—13,841 
4774 
4449 
4816 

5210-19,255 
5024 
5383 
5.347 

4997—20,751 
5251 
4610 
3914 

4081-17,856 
3322 
3793 
3150 
2922 

27K0— 15,967 
2125 
22117 
2124 

1709—  8,225 
15U2 
1103 
1866 

2249 —  6,720 
3418 
292C 


1878.  1877. 

August        15 3342  3107 

22 3716  3.-.42 

29 3840-10,545  3141— I.^l.i4 

SoptuQibor    5 3965  3509 

12 3886  3703 

19 4120  3178 

20 3727—15,704  3290— 1.;, 740 

October         3 3S30  35.10 

10 2149  1970 

17 3714  291)3 

24 3302  2S10 

31 2881—15,936  2049—13,334 

Noveiuber    7 2318  2uiiu 

14 1943  1279 

21 1050  I1U5 

23 1524—  7,4.35  1000—  5,444 

December     5 808  810 

12 920  884 

19 974  1252 

26 1285—  3,987  1080—  4,026 

Totals 154,510  154,296 

Number  of  cases  shipped  in  1876,  142,010. 

1878.  1879. 

Brock-      Cum-         „,,„,  Drock-       Cam-         „.  .   , 

Jao.         2 840          691         1531  703          505         1208 

9. 1210          569        1779  1162          582         1744 

16 2111           916        3027  1659           S72        2531 

23 2129          811        2940  1849         lool         2850 

3U 3105        1020        4125  2468        10112        3530 

Feb.         6 2580         1150        3730  2662        121U        3911 

13 2.S61         1298        4159  2S-JU         1314        4134 

20 3323        1139        4462  3295        1241        4530 

27 3490        1220        4710  3240         1228        44CS 

Match     6 3426          928        4354  3086        1419        45u5 

13 2936        1127        4063  3387         11.^3        4840 

20 2865        1153        4018  3682        1480        5102 

27 3001         1352        4353  3450        1647        5097 

April       3 3105         1144        4249  3555         14117        5022 

10 3177        1026        4203  2902        r.'7U        4241 

17 3313          796        4109  3495        1510        5005 

24 3075        1054        4129  3111         1292        4103 

Mny         1 2871         1025        3896  3406        1320        4786 

8 2865        1033        3093  2420        1128        3548 

ToUls 52,083     19,452     71,535     52.472     23,019     75,521 

COSlrAUATIVE   TABLE   OF   SHIPMENT.^    OF    CASKS   OF   BOnT.S 
AND   SHOES   FROM 

Brocktou.  Ciiui|tullo. 

1881.                     1880.  1881                   lai>u.~~' 

Juuuary        7 31SI                  484.'J  1174                 1521 

14 44.!a                    4487  1G72                  12.il 

21 4070                    0291  15U0                  i;.4ii 

28 4959—17,249     4124—18,745  1525—5,871     ijhu— 5,548 

Febi-uary      4 5670                  37U2  2i>45                 I :;7(i 

11 .1743                    3905  1777                   US.l 

18...„  5572                    61149  1815                   IJ.'.l 

25 0108—23,159     6528-18,184  18(111—7,443     H'J4— .1,577 

March            4 5'JU»                    59S11  19115                   101:1 

11 0243                    6'J27  1915                  llitjii 

18_...  0318                    OUll  I'j'Jl                   1C61 

25 Bft48— 25,175     54110—23,389  2121—7,902     l.-iiU— 0,514 

April              1 6521                    3807  2117                   1501 

8 4544                    WZO  14U5                  Iji.l) 

15 48119                    5075  luU-2                  1022 

22 5.173                    484U  17U4                  lOiiil 

29 5;)15— 25,852     4935—22,086  1100—8,084     1422—7,371 

May                U 4984                    472a  1»4S                   Isu'j 

13_...  4920                    4100  18(iU                  K)li5 

20_..,  4704                    3710  1S14                  1^49 

27 4379—19,053     :I585— 16,124  1714—7,250     2:)1.S— G.S41 

June              [i 2li:l5                    2871  012                    9:12 

10 3421                 2980  121:i                 a:!.". 

17..._  3070                    3172  10811                  1427 

24 2527—11,053     2J0O— 11,383  1075 — 1,280       75G— 3,950 

July                 1 2991                      2-25a  lOoa                      4'Ji: 

8 180U                    1352  liOO                    :!.■<,•< 

15 248:1                    2V!00  755                    ."..111 

22-...  3476                    2757  1130                    8:i:i 

29 4058—14,898     30'JO— 12,252  12S4 — 1,789     1048— 3,315 

AufUit          5 4:178                    3847  1G12                  12 111 

12 5075                    4473  1440                  1298 

19....  4780                    4.105  1881                   l:;15 

2U_...  4085—19,218     4405—17,350  18-25— 6.788     1411—5,240 
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1S81.          1S80.  ISBl.        1880. 

September  2 6246  4900  1752  1440 

9 iasi  4502  1815  14»S 

lU 52.W  25ia  1848  1--25 

•23 4G22  4547  1777  l:t93 

30 4154—24,108  3014—19,614  1604 — 8,790  1303—7,053 

October         7 4549  3746  11:10  llu7 

14 3020  3604  900  1106 

21 3803  2450  14112  1278 

28 3594—15,172  IS51— ll,6.i7  1394—4,522  1324 — 1,816 

November    4 3190  2IW3  1206  985 

11 3190  '2531  1206  917 

18 2922  2531  8T9  917 

25 2240—11,542  2007—  9,734  702—4,053  8.'0— 3,675 

December     2 1925  1050  023  1.44 

9 2U40  1089  873  706 

10 1611  2433  SlO  733 

2:1 3060  1626  1211                        820 

30 3021—11,057  1074—  8,372  7S6 — 1,303  076—3,579 

Totals 218,728              189,490  74,147              03,478 

Total  shipments  for  1879,  181,372;  for  1878,  164,510;  for  1877, 154,296; 
for  1870,  142,010. 


Canipello. 


J.iiiuarj 


February 


Mart:b 


April 


Uuy 


June 


0.. 
13.. 
20.. 
27.. 

3... 
10.. 
17.. 
24.. 

3.. 
10.. 
17., 
24.. 
31.. 

7.. 
14.. 
21.. 
28.. 

5.. 
12.. 
19.. 
20.. 


July 


9.. 
IC. 
23.. 
30.. 

7., 
14., 
21., 
28.. 
Auguat  4., 
11., 
18.. 
25. 
September    I.. 

8., 
13,. 
22.. 


13., 

20.. 

27.. 
November   3.. 

10,. 

IT.. 

24.. 

December    1.. 

8.. 

15.. 


1882. 
4440 
4455 
4982 

5791—19,908 
,".,".96 
5916 
6378 

6399—26.589 
6570 
6800 
7091 

7102—34,957 

6168 

0977 

6948 

6:117-20,430 

03:a 

009:1 

6419 

5:191—18,238 

.".170 

4960 

4810 

4192 

3218—22,350 

3201 

'2310 

:I2S3 

4106—12,906 

5071 

463:1 

5I4U 

5940—20,704 

0264 

0412 

599:i 

5908 

5642-29,779 

5316 

6140 

4999 

4981-20,430 

4001 

3704 

3407 

2306—14,538 

2915 

2417 

32.50 

3864 

3704—16,150 


Totals.. 


201,0.-.7 


1881. 
3181 
44:13 
4676 

49.-I9— 17,249 
5676 
674:1 
5372 

6108—23,159 
6968 
6243 
0316 
0648 

1^21—25,175 
4544 
4899 
557:1 

6:115—25,852 
4084 
4926 
4764 

4379—19,053 
20:15 
3421 
3070 

2.'.27— 11,053 
2991 
1890 
2483 
:14T6 

4058 — 14,898 
4:i7a 
3073 
4780 

4985—19,218 
6246 
48:i:i 
6253 
4022 

4154—24,108 
4549 
3026 
38113 

3594—15,172 
3190 
3190 
2922 

2240—11,542 
1923 
21140 
1611 
:iooo 
3021—11,057 

218,726 


1882. 
1207 
1751 
2109 

1490—  7,617 
2197 
2086 
2118 

2434—  8,851 
2761 
2056 
2401 
2344 

2431—11,993 
19:18 
1946 
20:12 

1920—  7,600 
1392 
1851 
17(11 

1714—  6,538 
1720 
1725 
1744 
1281 

9,50—  7,426 

909 

918 
1622 
17:1:1- 
1929 

nil 

1921 

2199—  7,760 

2462 

2579 

2122 

21  72 

1880-11,116 

1738 

1713 

1776 

1660—  6,887 

1350 

10-28 

1272 

1387—  5,237 

971 

918 
137:1 
1490 
1177—  5,935 

92,:i67 


5,182 


1S81. 
1174 
1672 
1300 

1523—5,871 
2:145 
1777 
1816 

ISUO— 7,443 
190') 
1945 
1991 
2121 

2117-7,902 
1405 
1602 
1704 

1190 — 8,084 
1848 
1S80 
1814 
1714—7,256 

912 
1213 
1080 

1075 — 4,280 
KXJS 

600 

755 
11:10 

1281—4,789 
1642 
1440 
1881 

7825—0,788 
17.'i2 
1813 
1818 
1777 

1604—8,796 
1130 

900 
14:12 

1:194—4,522 
1200 
1200 

879 

702—4,053 

623 

873 

810 
1211 

780 — 4,303 


74,147 


The  total  sbipmeDta  for  1880  were  189,490;  iu  1879,  281,372;  1878. 
l.'.4,610;  1877,164,205;  1876,142,010. 


Jauuary 


February      2 


Brockton. 

Campetlo. 

1883. 

1882. 

1863.                  1882. 

6. 

.  0109 

4440 

2419 

1267 

12.. 

0144 

4435 

1811 

*175l 

19.. 

0519 

4982 

2605 

2109 

20.. 

0490—25,502 

5791—19,908 

2421- 

-  9,256     2490—  7,617 

2.. 

7487 

5590 

2i28 

2197 

9.. 

7946 

6910 

2r.iw 

2085 

10.. 

8104 

6378 

2775 

2119 

23.. 

7037—31,174 

6699—26,689 

2806- 

-10,409     2454—  8.851 

1883. 


March 

2.. 

8403 

6570 

2574 

-2701 

9.. 

7555 

0006 

2612 

2UJ6 

10  . 

7031 

7W1 

2532 

2401 

23.. 

7000 

7328 

2513 

•2344 

30.. 

7757—49,016 

7162—34,957 

2636—12,867 

24:11-11,093 

April 

6.. 

0484 

0188 

■2219 

1938 

13.. 

6491 

977 

23:i3 

1916 

20.. 

6282 

6918 

2158 

21 1;12 

27.. 

0109—25,426 

6317— -26,430 

2142— 

8,632 

1920—  7,806 

May 

4,. 

.  7072 

6:i;i5 

3111 

1392 

11.. 

5142 

6093 

1308 

1831 

18.. 

6005 

0419 

1839 

1701 

26.. 

6611—2:1,730 

5:191—18,238 

1743— 

8,223 

1714—  6,558 

JuDe 

1.. 

.  4990 

5170 

1625 

17-26 

8.. 

5105 

4960 

197S 

17-5 

15.. 

.  4143 

4810 

l:i;i8 

1714 

22.. 

.  4206 

4192 

1013 

1-2,S1 

29.. 

484-2—23,246 

32 1 8— 22,:i50 

2001- 

8,555 

'jr.i>—  7,426 

July 

6.. 

2465 

;i2ol 

1098 

9n9 

13.. 

.  2:129 

2116 

798 

918 

20.. 

.  3569 

3283 

1481 

10-22 

27.. 

.  4667—13,020 

41116—12,906 

1727— 

5,104 

17:1:1—  5,162 

August 

3. 

.  4712 

5071 

1570 

19-29 

10.. 

.  4725 

4053 

14nl 

1711 

IT. 

.  4921 

6140 

1640 

1921 

24. 

.  5617 

5940 

8,-.9 

2199 

31. 

.  5799—25,774 

0264— -27,008 

1866- 

8,410 

2102—11,222 

September    7. 

.  5997 

0412 

199.S 

2579 

14.. 

.  64:i7 

6993 

2120 

2122 

21. 

.  6.1-29 

5908 

2109 

2072 

28.. 

.  6108—24,871 

6642—24,015 

2119— 

8,332 

18,80 —  8,653 

October 

6.. 

.  6111 

5:110 

9:11 

17:i8 

12. 

.  5060 

5140 

IS.Vl 

1713 

19. 

.  3781 

4999 

17-20 

1770 

20. 

.  4*34—22,680 

4981—20,430 

1,S37- 

7,361 

IhOO —  6,887 

NoTembei 

2.. 

.  4939 

4001 

1440 

l:iso 

9.. 

.  4176 

3704 

1018 

1028 

10. 

.  4240 

3467 

15-27 

1-272 

23.. 

.  3961 

3:100 

1514 

1587 

30.. 

.  3651—20,973 

2915—17,153 

l:i-21l— 

0,825 

971—  6,203 

December 

7.. 

3421 

2417 

1219 

918 

14. 

.   3015 

2236 

1078 

1:173 

21. 

.  3945 

2864 

1:122 

1490 

28.. 

4193—14,574 

3704—13,241 

1397— 

5,061 

1 177—  4,964 

Totals.. 



300,052 

261,651 

99,290 

9-2,367 

The  total  shlpmenta  for  1881  wore  218,726;  for  1880,  189,490;  1879, 
181,372;  1878,154,510;  1877,154,205;  1876,142,010. 

Brockton  as  a  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturing^ 
City. — Brockton  is  one  of  tlie  most  active  and  entor- 
prlsing  manufucCuring  town.s  of  its  size  in  Massacliu- 
setts.  In  this  city,  which  comprises  the  wide-awake 
little  village  of  Campello,  tlicre  are  between  seventy 
and  eighty  shoe  manufacturers,  employing  iu  the 
prosecution  of  the  business  in  all  its  diU'erent  depart- 
ments between  four  million  and  five  million  dollars, 
and  from  three  thousand  five  hundred  to  four  thou- 
sand operatives  or  workmen.  There  is  but  very  little 
ladies'  work  made  here,  but  the  great  bulk  is  men's, 
boys',  and  youths'  congress,  Alexis,  Balmorals,  and, 
in  fact,  all  the  difierent  kinds  of  men's  and  boys' 
goods  which  are  sold  everywhere. 

Heretofore  Brockton  has  had  a  reputation  of  making 
cheap  goods,  and,  while  this  is  still  true  at  the  present 
time  to  a  certain  extent,  it  may  be  said  with  equal 
truthfulness  that  she  makes  whatever  the  demand  is 
for ;  and  while,  iu  these  depressed  times,  the  con- 
sumer is  obliged  to  make  a  dollar  go  as  far  as  possible, 
and  can  only  pay  for  a  cheap  shoe,  her  manufacturers 
are  on  the  alert  to  comply  with  the  demand,  and  let 
no  opportunity  escape  to  convert  their  leather  into  the 
kind  of  goods  that  will  sell  in  the  market.  But  it 
gives  pleasure  to  note  the  gradual  improvement  and  the 
growing  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  uianufacturers 


^#t^^ 


^■y^'^-^'  ^ 
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eacli  year  to  substitute  j^ood  solid  leather  work,  made 
"  upon  honor,"  for  the  cheap,  low-priced  goods,  filled 
in  with  what  is  comluonly  known  as  shoddy.  In 
1875  this  new  departure  was  made  in  a  large  way, — 
although  previous  to  this  date  some  fine  work  was 
made, — and  now  there  are  some  six  or  eight  large  fac- 
tories whose  machinery  is  run  altogether  on  fine,  first- 
class  work,  and  the  workmen  in  which  are  all  skilled 
in  the  higher  branches  of  the  business.  Brockton 
people  are  justly  very  proud  at  the  turn  manufactur- 
ing has  taken  in  this  direction,  and  it  can  be  stated, 
without  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  that  some  of 
the  finest,  most  '•  nobby,"  and  yet  serviceable,  men's 
goods  to  be  found  in  the  country  are  turned  out  at 
this  enterprising  shoe  centre.  Looking  through  the 
stock-  and  sample-iooms,  one  is  forcibly  impressed  with 
this  radical  change  from  cheap  to  high-grade  goods, 
as  the  leather  used  for  both  "  uppers"  and  "  soles"  is 
of  the  very  best  quality  aud  tannage,  and  the  "  sam- 
ples," in  the  almost  numberless  varieties  of  styles  and 
patterns,  are  certainly  worthy  to  grace,  as  they  do,  the 
counters  and  shelves  of  many  of  the  first-class  boot 
and  shoe  stores. 

From  those  early  days  to  the  present,  the  manufac- 
ture of  boots  and  shoes  has  been  a  distinctive  business 
with  the  people  of  this  city,  and  with  the  march  of 
improvement  and  the  adoption  of  the  modern  facilities 
for  prosecuting  the  growing  business,  Brockton  has 
kept  pace,  and  from  a  few  little  obscure  rooms  once 
used,  supplied  with  rudely-constructed  shoemakers' 
benches,  old-fashioned  awls,  waxed-ends,  etc.,  have 
sprung  up  large  two-,  three-,  and  four-story  buildings, 
constructed  on  modern  principles  and  supplied  with 
all  the  latest  and  most  improved  machinery  known  or 
used  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business.  Nowhere 
has  capital  been  more  lavishly  expended  to  secure 
the  best  facilities,  and  nowhere  is  a  greater  degree  of 
enterprise  manifested  to  keep  up  with  the  times  and 
compete  successfully  with  other  manufacturing  towns 
and  cities. 

Daniel  S.  Howard  is  one  of  the  pioneers  and  most 
successful  shoe  manufacturers  in  the  city  of  Brockton. 
He  commenced  this  business  about  thirty-six  years 
ago,  with  small  capital,  and  is  now  said  to  be  the 
wealthiest  shoe  manufacturer  in  the  city.  He  has  a 
large  factory  on  Montello  Street,  and  employs  about 
250  workmen  ;  daily  capacity  of  factory,  1500  pairs. 

George  Elden  Keith,  one  of  the  leading  and  most 
successful  manufacturers  of  Southeastern  Massachu- 
setts, was  born  in  Campello,  Feb.  8,  1850.  He  re- 
ceived the  education  afforded  by  the  common  and 
high  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  first  class  at  the  opening  of  the  high  school  at 


Brockton.  Idleness  formed  no  part  of  Mr.  Keith's 
life.  While  in  school  the  mornings  and  nights  were 
employed  in  working  at  the  bench,  making  boots  and 
shoes.  After  leaving  school  he  continued  at  this 
work  until  July  1,  1874,  when,  in  company  with  W. 
S.  Green,  he  commenced  manufacturing  under  the 
firm-name  of  Green  &  Keith.  This  copartnership 
continued  until  1880,  when  he  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est to  Mr.  Green  and  erected  his  preseut  large  fac- 
tory, and  has  since  carried  on  the  business  as  sole 
proprietor.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  boot  and  shoe 
manufactories  in  this  part  of  the  State,  the  value  of 
the  annual  product  being  from  six  hundred  to  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  employing  three  hun- 
dred hands.  It  is  a  representative  institution,  and 
reflects  great  credit  upon  its  enterprising  proprietor, 
who  in  the  brief  period  of  ten  years  has  gone  from 
the  bench  to  the  ownership  of  this  immense  establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  Keith  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  first  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Brockton.  He  is  president  of  the  Campello  Loan 
Association,  and  a  director  in  the  Brockton  National 
Bank,  and  also  in  the  Brockton  Savings-Bank.  In 
religion  he  is  a  Congregationalist,  and  a  member  of 
the  South  Congregational  Church. 

Oct.  23,  1877,  he  united  in  marriage  with  Anna 
G.  Reed,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  W.  L.  Reed,  of  South 
Abington,  and  they  have  one  child,  Elden  B.,  born 
Oct.  18,  1879. 

Mr.  Keith  traces  his  ancestry  to  Rev.  James 
Keith,  who  came  from  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  in  1GG2. 
He  was  the  first  ordained  minister  in  Bridgewater, 
having  been  ordained  in  February,  1G64.  The  line 
of  descent  is  as  follows :  Rev.  James,  Timothy, 
Timothy,  Levi,  Benjamin,  Capt.  Ziba,  Franklin. 
Franklin  married  Betsey,  daughter  of  Paul  Bailey, 
of  Sidney,  Me.,  and  had  six  children,  of  whom 
George  E.  was  the  fourth. 

George  Elden  Keith  is  essentially  a  self-made  man. 
He  has  gained  nothing  by  mere  luck,  but  everything 
by  perseverance  and  well-digested  plans,  and  the  intel- 
ligent applic-ation  of  his  energies  to  the  end  in  view. 
In  social  life  he  is  gentlemanly  and  affable,  and  is  one 
of  Campello's  most  enterprising  and  honored  citizens. 

Preston  B.  Keith  truces  his  ancestry  in  this  coun- 
try to  the  Rev.  James  Keith,  who  came  from  Aber- 
deen, Scotland,  in  1662.  He  was  the  first  ordained 
minister  in  Bridgewater.  The  line  of  descent  is  sxs 
follows  :  Timothy,  Timothy,  Levi,  Benjamin,  Charles, 
and  Charles  Perkins,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  was  born  June  20,  1820,  and  married 
Mary  K.,  daughter  of  Josiah  Williams,  Dec.  4, 1843, 
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and  had    three   children, — Saruli    Williams,   Preston 
Bond,  and  Rufus  Perkins. 

Preston  Bond  Keith  was  born  in  Campello,  Oot. 
18,  1847.  He  was  educated  at  the  Hi-h  School  in 
Brockton,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  went  to  Boston, 
and  entered  tlie  employ  of  Martin  L.  Keith,  who  wa.s 
a  shoe  manufacturer  in  Brockton,  with  a  store  in 
Boston.  Here  he  lemaiued  five  and  a  half  years, 
mastering  the  shoe  busines.^.  Returning  to  Brocktou 
iu  1871,  he  commenced  business  for  himself  in  Cam- 
pello, in  a  lactury  which  stood  on  Main  Street,  where 
he  ooutinued  three  years,  when  he  removed  the  build- 
ing to  Clifton  Avenue,  and  enlarged  it.  Three  years 
later  Mr.  Keith  leased  this  property  and  erected  his 
present  large  manufactory,  which  was  opened  in  July, 
1878.  At  the  commencement  of  business  the  annual 
product  amounted  to  about  ninety  thousand  dollars, 
and  he  employed  from  thirty  to  forty  hands.  Mr. 
Keith  has  increased  the  business  until  at  the  present 
time  the  value  of  the  annual  product  amounts  to  over 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  employing  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  persons.  A  business  man,  with 
large  mauuficturing  interests  to  direct  and  care  for, 
Mr.  Keith  has  found  but  little  time  to  devote  to  the 
public  business.  He  was  elected  member  of  the  board 
of  aldermen  in  1882,  and  re-elected  in  1883.  He  is 
a  director  in  the  Home  National  Bank,  and  has  been 
since  its  organization.  He  is  a  director  in  the  street 
railway  company,  and  vice-president  of  the  Campello 
Co-operative  Bank.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  a  member  of  tiie  South  Congregational  Church. 
Dec.  8,  18C9,  Mr.  Keith  united  in  marriage  with 
Eldora  Louisa,  daughter  of  Josiah  W.  and  Margaret 
(Duulap)  Kingman,  and  they  have  one  child,  Allie, 
born  April  2,  1877. 

James  3.  Allen,  in  East  Bridgewater.  (See  bi- 
ography of) 

Warren  A.  Howard  commenced  business  in  1870. 
His  factory  is  one  hundred  by  thirty-five  feet,  four 
stories  high.  He  manufactures  about  12U0  pairs  of 
shoos  per  day,  and  employs  about  200  hands. 

S.  Gardner  Jones  commenced  the  manufacture  of 
shoes  in  1878,  and  lias  continued  to  the  present  time. 
He  employs  100  hands,  and  the  value  of  the  annual 
product  amounts  to  .§200, 000.  Probably  there  is  no 
establishment  in  the  city  that  manufactures  finer  goods 
than  Mr.  Jones.  He  is  a  live  man  and  always  abreast, 
of  tlie  times  in  style.  Mr.  Jones  shows  his  good  taste 
in  the  care  of  his  manufactory  and  grounds,  which  are 
very  attractive. 

Burt  &  Packard,  on  Pond  Street.  This  firm  was 
originally  Jones  &  Packard,  and  commenced  business 
in  1872.     In  1875,  Fred  Packard  was  sole  proprietor. 


afterwards  Fred  Packard  &,  Co.  till  1881,  when  John 
W.  Burt,  of  New  York,  was  admitted  as  a  partner. 
The  business  was  started  with  S.tOOO  capital,  and  has 
been  remarkably  successful,  till  now  the  firm  has  a 
capital  of  $1G0,0U0,  employing  225  men,  manufac- 
turing all  kinds  of  fine  goods  for  retail  trade.  This 
is  one  of  the  representative  establisliments  of  the 
city. 

The  financial  agent  of  this  firm  is  Ili.n.  Edward 
Crocker,  son  of  Perez  and  Freelove  (Tli'mipson ) 
Crocker.  He  was  born  in  Brockton,  March  1(1,  1S14. 
In  his  early  youth  he  attended  tlie  common  sclioijls 
of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  en- 
gaged as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Boston  Highlands, 
where  he  remained  five  years,  and  then  (1833) 
removing  to  New  Bedford,  entered  the  employ  of 
William  H.  Crocker,  a  merchant  of  that  cily.  He 
continued  with  Mr.  Crocker  until  1837,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  establishment  and  conducted  the  business 
as  sole  proprietor  until  1812,  when,  having  disposed 
of  his  dry-goods  store,  he  commenced  furni,-.hlng  sup- 
plies for  whaling  vessels,  there  being  at  that  time  about 
four  hundred  hailing  from  that  I'amous  old  whaling 
town.  la  1849,  well  remembered  as  the  year  of  the 
great  exodus  to  the  gold  fields  of  California,  Mr. 
Crocker  joined  the  adventurous  pioneers,  and  going  to 
California  located  in  Beuieia,  where,  in  company  with 
Samuel  C.  Gray,  he  commenced  getieral  luerehandlsing, 
and  here  remained  until  1850.  In  that  year  he  re- 
turned to  New  Bedford,  and  in  1SG4  to  his  native 
town,  where  he  has  since  resided.  While  in  Benicia 
he  was  chosen  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  fir>l  female 
academy  established  in  the  State  of  Calilbinia. 

Mr.  Crocker  is  held  in  liigh  esteem  by  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  has  been  honored  with  various  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  In  1SG8  he  represented 
his  district  in  the  State  Senate  ;  lias  been  an  asses.^ur 
of  the  town  three  years  ;  was  a  member  of  the  first 
City  Council,  and  is  now  one  of  the  conimi.-^sioncrs  of 
the  sinking  fund.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Home 
National  Bank,  and  has  been  since  its  organi/.tlion,  in 
1873. 

Feb.  3,  1840,  while  residing  in  New  Bedford,  he 
united  in  marriage  with  Caroline  H.  Blacknicr,  of 
that  city,  and  they  had  one  child,  Edward  Le.ilie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Crocker  became  financial  agent  of  the 
firm  of  Burt  &  Packard,  shoe  manufacturers,  and  has 
continued  in  that  position  to  the  present  time,  and  it 
is  only  justice  to  add  that  no  man  in  the  city  of 
Brockton  has  done  more  than  Edward  Crocker  Id 
aid  its  manufacturing  enterprises  by  counsel  and  ad- 
vice ;   his  practical  knowledge  of  business  rendering 
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liiiii  an  important  factor  in  this  large  and  rapidly-in- 
creasing manufacturing  centre. 

The  Cliarlea  W.  Copelaud  Manufacturing  Company 
is  a  corjioration  formed  under  the  laws  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  JIassacliusetts,  and  has  succeeded  to 
the  business  of  the  well-known  tirra  of  Charles  W. 
Copelaud  &  Co.  This  company  owns  a  large  factory 
at  Cumpello,  five  stories  high,  and  well  equipped  with 
the  latest  improved  machinery.  The  capacity  is  from 
SO  to  lUU  cases  of  boots  and  shoes  every  day. 

Slaniii  Wild,  Jr.  Wild  &  Robinson  founded  this 
business  in  1S69,  and  one  year  later  it  passed  into 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Wild,  who  still  carries  it  on. 
Value  of  annual  product  at  beginning,  $30,000 ; 
present  value,  S2U0.000  ;  employs  85  hands. 

A.  M.  Herrod  &  Co.  This  business  was  established 
by  Reynolds  &  Herrod  in  1872.  In  1874  the  tirm 
changed  to  Herrod  &  Grant,  which  continued  until 
1879,  wlien  the  firm  became  A.  M.  Herrod  &  Co. 
In  the  beginning  employed  about  30  persons;  now 
employ  100.  In  1872  the  value  of  the  annual  pro- 
duct amounted  to  about  §80,000 ;  present  annual 
product,  S175,U00. 

L.  M.  Reynolds  &  Co.  Business  was  commenced 
in  1881  on  Montello  Street,  in  Charles  Howard  & 
Co.'s  ueedle-factoj-y,  occupying  the  two  lower  floors. 
In  the  fall  of  1883  built  a  large  factory  on  a  private 
way  off  from  Court  Street,  just  east  of  the  railroad. 
Size  of  factory,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long  by 
thirty  wide,  three  stories.  Employ  100  to  150  hands. 
Annual  sales  amount  to  8200,000. 

C.  F.  Porter  &  Co.  This  business  was  established 
in  1S()5,  under  the  firm-name  of  Porter  &  Packard, 
and  continued  until  1873,  when  it  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Porter,  who  has  since  continued  it  as 
sole  proprietor,  retaining,  however,  the  firm-name  of 
C.  F.  Porter  &  Co.  Value  of  annual  product, 
§200,000.     Employ  125  hands. 

The  firm  of  N.  R.  Packard  &  Co.  was  established 
in  18G'J.  When  starting  they  employed  about  40 
hands,  and  now  employ,  when  running  full  force, 
about  250.  Their  product  is  from  40  to  50  24-pair 
cases  daily.  Capt.  R.  B.  G rover  became  associated 
with  ^Ir.  Packard  in  1872,  and  severed  his  connec- 
tion with  him  in  November,  1883,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  firm  of  M.  A.  Packard  &  Co. 

W.  S.  Green  &  Co.  Business  founded  by  Green 
&  Keith  in  1874.  In  1880,  Mr.  Gree'n  purchased 
Mr.  Keith's  interest,  and  the  firm  became  Green, 
Thomas  &,  Green,  and  one  year  later  W.  S.  Green  & 
Co.,  consisting  of  Mr.  Green  and  Myron  F.  Thomas. 
Value  of  annual  product,  $300,000.  Employ  250 
hands. 


Flavel  B.  Keith  commenced  business  in  1873,  in 
a  factory  on  Montello  Street,  and  remained  there 
until  the  erection  of  his  new  factory,  about  six  years 
ago.  In  1873,  employed  about  50  hands;  now,  100. 
Annual  sales  at  commencement,  about  S75,000  to 
$100,000;  now,  $250,000  to  $300,000. 

Nahum  Johnson  &  Son.  Nahum  Johnson  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  .shoes  about  thirty  years 
ago  at  South  Easton.  The  present  firm  was  estab- 
lished in  187G.     Employ  75  hands. 

E.  H.  Reynolds  commenced  business  in  1857,  and 
continued  until  1863,  when  the  firm  became  Reynolds 
&  Parks.  In  18GG  it  changed  to  Reynolds  ifc  Co., 
which  continued  about  five  years,  when  Mr.  Reynolds 
became  sole  proprietor,  and  has  continued  as  such  to 
the  present  time.  Value  of  annual  product  at  begin- 
ning, about  $10,000;  present  value,  $75,000.  Em- 
ploys 50  hands. 

L.  C.  Bliss  &  Co.  established  their  present  busi- 
ness Jan.  1,  1881,  and  their  sales  the  first  year 
amounted  to  about  $100,000.  The  present  annual 
product  is  $125,000.     Employ  GO  hands. 

Churchill  &  Alden,  established  in  1877,  under  the 
firm-name  of  Whitman,  Churchill  &  Alden,  and  con- 
tinued for  five  years,  then  changed  to  present  firm. 
At  beginning  of  business  employed  about  25  hands  ; 
now  employ  175,  with  annual  production  of 
$400,000. 

Henry  M.  Kingman  commenced  business  in  1882, 
on  Spring  Street.  In  August,  1884.  removed  to  his 
new  factory  near  Court  Street.  This  building  is  one 
hundred  and  fifty  by  thirty-five  feet,  three  stories, 
with  basement.  Employs  150  hands.  Capacity,  GO 
cases  per  day. 

Emerson,  Weeks  &  Co.  established  Dec.  1,  1881, 
and  commenced  business  in  Marshall's  factory,  on 
Franklin  Street.  In  1883  removed  to  their  present 
factory  on  North  Main  Street.  In  the  beginning 
employed  about  50  hands,  and  value  of  annual  pro- 
duet  was  $100,000;  now  employ  125  hands,  and 
annual  product  amounts  to  $200,000.  Charles  0. 
Emerson,  D.  L.  Weeks. 

The  firm  of  Stacy,  Adams  &  Co.,  was  established 
in  1875  as  Stacy,  Adams  &  Jones.  In  1878,  Mr. 
Jones  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  0.  B.  Quimby,  who  had 
been  book-keeper  for  the  earlier  firm,  who  associated 
himself  with  Messrs.  Stacy  &  Adams,  and  the  firm 
took  its  present  name.  They  employ  225  men  and 
women,  and  manufacture  fully  125,000  pairs  of  shoes 
annually. 

George  G.  Snow  started  in  business  about  the  year 
1874,  in  the  old  marble-works  building,  corner  Main 
and  Crescent  Streets.     Commenced  in   a  small  way, 
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with  about  15  or  20  hands.  He  now  employs  2C0 
liands,  and  the  value  of  his  annual  product  amounts 
to  §250,000. 

Jay  B.  Reynolds  began  business  May,  1874,  in 
a  room  on  Pleasant  Street ;  counueDced  in  a  small 
way,  employing  not  over  2  or  3  hands.  He  now  em- 
ploys, when  running  full,  from  150  to  175  operatives. 
His  annual  product  amounts  to  3250,000. 

Keith  Brothers  commenced  business  in  1874,  in  a 
small  way,  on  Chestnut  Street,  employing  at  the  time 
S  or  10  hands.  Afterwards  removed  to  the  Mitchell 
factory,  on  Clifton  Avenue,  which  was  burned.  They 
removed  to  their  present  location  in  1881.  This  con- 
cern employs  at  the  present  time  about  50  hands. 
The  annual  production  at  commencement  of  business 
was  $25,000,  and  at  the  present  time,  $75,000. 

The  business  is  owned  solely  by  Mr.  Edwin  Keith, 
although  the  concern  continues  under  the  name  of 
Keith  Brothers. 

L.  E.  Keith  &  Co.  commenced  business  in  1877, 
the  firm  consisting  of  L.  E.  Keith  and  C.  V.  Keith. 
They  are  located  at  Campello. 

H.  W.  Reynolds  &  Co.,  founded  in  1865,  employ 
100  hands.     Capacity,  300  pairs  per  day. 

Marcus  Leach  commenced  the  shoe  business  in 
1847,  on  the  old  Leach  homestead,  in  a  small  way, 
and  has  continued  alone  to  the  present  time,  except 
one  year,  1857,  when  P.  S.  and  Lucius  Leach  were 
associated  with  him,  under  the  firm-name  of  M.  &  L. 
Leach. 

Jonas  Reynolds  &  Co.  This  business  was  established 
by  Whitten  &  Reynolds  about  1869.  About  three 
years  later  Mr.  Reynolds  purchased  his  partner's  in- 
terest. The  present  firm  consists  of  Mr.  Reynolds 
and  Charles  E.  Drake.  Employ  25  hands,  and  turn 
out  15  24-pair  cases  per  week.  Located  at  Marshal's 
Corner. 

Packard  &  Grover  commenced  business  April  1, 
1884,  succeeding  M.  A.  Packard  &  Co.  M.  A. 
Packard  &  Co.  commenced  in  December,  1879. 
Previous  to  that  Mr.  Packard  was  in  business  alone. 
Mr.  Grover  was  formerly  firm  of  N.  R.  Packard  & 
Co.  They  turn  out  between  40  and  50  24-pair  cases 
per  day.  Hands  employed  when  running  full  time, 
from  150  to  200. 

H.  F.  Marshall  commenced  business  in  1867. 
He  now  employs  90  hands,  and  his  annual  sales 
amount  to  $150,000. 

Howard  &  French.  F.  0.  Howard  commenced 
the  shoe  manufacture  in  1852.  In  1876  the  present 
firm  was  established.  They  employ  about  125  hands, 
and  the  annual  product  amounts  to  $150,000. 

Eaton  &  TeiTy.    Business  established  Aug.  1, 1883, 


with  about  20  hands  employed ;  now  employ  50  ; 
firm,  Charles  Eaton,  L.  B.  Terry. 

H.  H.  Mitchell  commenced  business  Dec.  1,1882, 
and  turned  out  the  first  year  about  $71,000  worth  of 
goods;  employed  50  hands;  now  employs  75  hands, 
and  the  value  of  the  annual  product  amounts  to 
$130,000. 

L  A.  Beals  &  Co.  Established  1882  as  BluIs  & 
Perkins ;  name  changed  to  L  A.  Beals  &,  Co.  July  9, 
1883,  Mr.  Perkins  retiring  from  the  business  ;  hands 
employed  when  starting,  GO;  now  employ  150; 
at  commencement  turned  out  from  lU  to  15  cases  per 
day ;  now  from  25  to  35. 

Perkins  &  Joyce.  Over  in  Factory  Village,  a 
local  appellation  for  one  section  of  the  city,  Messrs. 
Perkins  &  Joyce  are  operating  a  large  factory.  Al- 
though a  young  firm,  they  have  been  remarkably  suc- 
cessful. Beginning  in  1878  with  20  hands,  they  now 
employ  over  125  men  and  women,  and  make  from 
300  to  500  pairs  every  day.  These  two  young  men 
constitute  one  of  the  young  and  enterprising  firms 
of  this  city. 

Richard  M.  Fullerton  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  shoes  in  1858,  being  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in 
the  city.  Employs  30  hands,  with  a  daily  capacity 
of  500  pairs. 

The  firm  of  Whitman  &,  Keith  was  established  in 
August,  1883.  The  present  product  is  90  cases  per 
week,  and  the  number  of  hands  employed,  50.  It  is 
composed  of  W.  E.  Whitman  and  D.  N.  Keith. 

Among  other  shoe  manufacturers  are  L.  C.  Ward, 
James  Means  &  Co.,  D.  C.  Bird,  Thompson  Bros., 
Sylvanus  Keith,  L.  M.  Leach,  Hollis  Bros.,  F.  E. 
White,  W.  L.  Douglass,  George  H.  Kingman,  I.  S. 
Emerson,  Houghton  &  Coolidge,  A.  W.  Jones,  Lilly 
&  Brackett,  D.  W.  Field,  D.  B.  Clossoo,  I.  K.  Snell. 


CHAPTER   XVIL 

Mills — Manufactures — Bridgewator  Maaufacturing  Company — 
Shoe-Tool  Manufacturers  —  Tanners — Ulackoiriitlib — Tailort* 
VLDii  Clothing  —  Hatters — Bakers  —  Saddlers — Whcelwriybis 
— Coopers — Clocks  —  Watchmakers  and  Jewelers — Miiaieiil 
Instruments — Dentists  —  Drugs  and  Medicines  —  Furniture 
Manufacturers — Carpenters — Painters — Masons  —  Tin-l'lato 
and  Sheet-Iron  Workers — Blacking  and  St:iin  Manufacturing 

Miscellaneous  Manufacturing — List  of  Inventions — Jesse 

Reed. 

Hills. —  During  the  first  settlement  of  the  North 
Parish  the  attention  of  the  settlers  was  first  directed 
to  clearing  the  lands  and  preparing  the  same  fur  agri- 
cultural purposes.     They  very  soon,  however,  erected 
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saw-  and  grist-mills,  many  of  which  are  numbered 
among  the  things  that  were. 

One  of  tlie  first  mills  erected  in  the  North  Parish 
was  a  saw-mill  on  the  Jam  south  of  the  residence  of 
the  late  Azor  Packard,  said  to  have  been  built  by 
Abijah  Thayer  and  others,  and  was  near  the  main 
street  leading  from  Campello  to  West  Bridgewater. 
The  remains  of  the  dam  are  to  be  seen  at  the  present 
time.  We  should  judge  this  mill  was  of  small  power, 
as  it  is  related  of  a  man  who  was  passing  the  works, 
while  on  his  way  from  Bridgewater  to  Boston,  a  dis- 
tance of  over  twenty  miles  away,  the  saw  was  going 
up,  and  when  he  returned  it  was  just  coming  down. 

Previous  to  1800  there  was  a  saw-mill  a  short  dis- 
tance north  of  Cole's  fulling-mill,  late  Wheeler's  tack- 
works,  which  was  owned  by  Zebedee  Snell,  Parmenas 
Packard,  and  others.  There  was  another  saw-mill  a 
short  distance  north  of  the  lute  John  Tilden's  resi- 
dence, in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  and  east  of  Hay- 
ward  Marshall's  residence.  The  mill  was  owned  by 
John  Tilden,  Nathaniel  Manly,  and  others,  in  shares. 
About  the  same  time  Matthew  Kingman  and  others 
erected  a  mill  where  Chandler  Sprague's  saw-mill 
now  stands,  in  the  Factory  Village,  or  Spragueville, 
and  was  known  by  the  name  of  Kingman's  mill,  and 
has  been  owned  by  Luke  Perkins,  Abel  and  Eli- 
phalet  Kingman,  Parmenas  Brett,  John  Ritchie,  and 
lately  by  0.  F.  Curtis. 

Col.  Caleb  Howard  built  a  mill  near  his  furnace 
on  Pond  Street,  which  has  been  owned  by  his  heirs 
ever  since,  and  is  now  used  for  sawing  box-boards, 
shingles,  etc. 

The  first  grist-mill  in  the  town  was  erected  on  the 
spot  now  occupied  by  Ellis  Packard  &  Co.  It  was 
built  by  John  Packard,  and  owned  by  him  for  many 
years,  and  afterwards  changed  hands,  as  follows : 
Bridgewater  Manufacturing  Company,  Tyler  Cobb, 
Joslyn  &  Keith,  Bela  Keith,  A.  B.  Wheeler,  Lewis 
Keith,  and  Ellis  Packard  &  Co.  Deacon  Zenas 
Packard  was  miller  for  a  long  time  at  this  mill,  and 
was  well  known  as  the  "  honest  miller."  The  present 
steam  works  were  erected  by  Bela  and  Lewis  Keith 
a  few  years  since,  and  are  used  for  planing,  box- 
making,  grist-mill,  and  the  manufacture  of  shoe 
tools.  It  is  situated  quite  near  the  village,  on  the 
road  leading  from  thence  to  Abiugton,  and  is  a  valu- 
able property,  being  near  the  railroad.  There  was 
another  grist-mill,  erected  by  John  Tilden,  and  after- 
wards rebuilt  by  John  Brett,  in  the  west  part  of  the 
town,  near  the  turnpike  ;  the  mill  stood  for  many 
years,  and  was  occupied  by  Lewis  A.  Kingman  as  a 
wheelwright-shop. 

The  Bridgewater  Manufacturing  Company  owned 


a  grist-mill  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Crescent 
Street,  and  near  Mr.  Sprague's  office,  which  they 
purchased  of  Messrs.  Abel  Kingman,  Nehemiah  Lin- 
coln and  others.  There  is  another  grist-mill  near 
where  Col.  Caleb  Howard's  furnace  stood,  on  Bel- 
mont Street,  a  short  distance  from  the  Centre  Vil- 
lage, now  owned  by  Thomas  J.  and  Welcome  How- 
ard. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  parish  it  is  said  there 
was  a  windmill,  the  only  one  in  town,  situated  on  the 
hill  north  of  the  late  Eliphalet  Kingman's  residence, 
on  the  locality  known  as  "  Windmill  Hill,"  probably 
owned  by  Matthew  Kingman  &  Co.,  and  used  as  a 
grist-mill. 

Manufactures. — One  of  the  first  manufacturing 
establishments  in  the  North  Parish  was  the  forge 
erected  and  carried  on  by  Ensign  Constant  South- 
worth,  which  stood  on  or  near  where  Sprague's  mill 
now  stands.  Mr.  Southworth  was  a  practicid  work- 
man, having  served  a  faithful  apprenticeship  at  the 
business,  and  did  a  large  business  at  smelting  iron 
ore  for  the  people  in  that  vicinity.  There  was  a  large 
amount  of  ore  dug  in  the  westerly  part  of  the  town 
in  the  early  settlement  of  the  parish,  and  he  had  as 
much  as  his  power  could  do.  A  short  time  since,  in 
removing  the  old  road-bed  across  Sprague's  Pond, 
quantities  of  cinder  and  iron  scraps  were  found  that 
came  from  these  works.  These  works  changed  hands 
several  times,  among  whom  we  find  Alpheus  and  Par- 
menas Brett  conveyed  all  right,  title,  and  interest  in 
and  to  the  trip-hammer  or  water-shop  to  the  Bridge- 
water  Manufacturing  Company  July  26,  1813. 

At  one  time  Messrs.  James  and  Luke  Perkins  man- 
ufactured muskets,  small  anchors,  scythes,  shovels, 
plow-points,  etc.,  at  this  place.  During  the  year 
1813  the  above-named  manufacturing  company  pur- 
chased all  the  shops  and  mills  contiguous  to  the  forge 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  large  cotton-  and  woolen- 
factory.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  original  sub- 
scription paper,  showing  the  names  of  stockholders : 

"  BniDOBWATEB   MANCFACrORI.NC    COMPA.NV. 

"  Bbidgew.iter,  May  13,  1813. 
"  We,  the  subsoribera,  proposing  to  engage  in  the  lauDufai:- 
ture  of  wool  and  cotton,  do  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  com- 
pany, by  the  name  of  the  Bridgewater  Wool  and  Cotton  Manu- 
facturing Company  ;  and  for  carrying  into  efi'cct  said  object  we 
propose  as  a  capital  eight  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into 
forty  shares,  and  we  severally  pledge  ourselves  to  defray  the 
expense  arising  on  the  number  of  shares  annexed  to  our  indi- 
vidual names : 


No.  of 
Shares. 

Eliphalet  Leach I 

Martin  Kingraun ...  1 

Thomas  Wales 2 

Alvan  Perry 1 


No.  of 
Sbures. 


Bela  Ilayward I 

Ellis  Holmes J     ' 

Joseph  Silvester,  Jr ] 

Daniel  Ames 1 
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No.  of 
Sliured. 


No.  of 
Sliarud. 


CIj:uIc3  .Sncll  1     D;iuicl  AlJon 1 

X.Hhanicl  Suell 1      Paukaril  i.  Perkins,  Jr 1 

Jonathan  KeynoMs 1      Davirj  Packard 1 

Davi.l  l{uyiiuM.-j 1     TiicyC.iTV 1 

AljL'I  Kni;^iuaii ;1     linita  AlJcn 1 

Pori'/;  .SuulUwciitll 1  '  MjcaUSIjaw 2      I 

IchabotI  Howard 1      Howard  Packard 1      I 

Thouia-' Tliotiijiaou  1      Samuel  Battled 2      i 

I^aiall   Packaid -  I  Packard  it  Soutliwortii 1 

Packard   .V  Aiucs 1       Jci-elniah  ItcaU,  J  r 1 

Ijcnjaiiiin  Keith 1     Jolm   Ritchie 1 

Pore/.  Crocker 2     Daniel  Ford 1 

Setli  Snow 1  ,  Joel  Bri';;rd 1 

Al|dieus  I'.rclt 1     I  Richard  Thayor 2 

Pariuenaa  llielt 1     -  Jolm   Ritchie 2 

Micali  Faxon 1        Andrew  Ritchie 2" 

Joel  Aniea 1 

The  following  is  the  act  of  iucorporatiou  as  granted 
by  tlie  Legislature  of  Massaehusett.s : 

**  RltIlJ(;K\VATL:U    M.V.SL'F.VCTL'rtl.N'C  COMP.VNY, 

•'June  14,  1S13.  Ahcl  Kingman,  Thomas  Thompson.  Isaiah 
Packard,  Perez  Crocker,  ilicah  Shaw,  Ichabod  Howard,  and 
LSamucl  Battles,  together  with  such  as  may  associate  with  them, 
were  incorporated  into  a  manufacturing  company  for  the  [lur- 
po.~e  of  making  cotton  and  woollen  cloth  and  yarn,  in  the  town 
of  RriJgewatcr,  with  power  to  hold  Real  Estate  to  amount  of 
fifty  thousand,  and  personal  estate  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
tltousand,as  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  purposes 
as  above  named." 

This  company  coutinued  to  manufacture  until  March 
10,  1337,  when  the  corporaiioa  name  was  changed  to 
Kitchie  Manufacturing  Company. 

Mr.  Ritchie  continued  to  manul'acture  for  several 
years,  aud  sold  the  factory,  with  all  their  power  aud 
privileges,  to  Chandler  Sprague,  Esq.,  who,  soon  after, 
converted  the  building  into  a  manufactory  of  shoe- 
lasts  and  wood-turning  establislimcnt. 

At  the  time  the  forge  of  Mr.  Southworth  was  in 
successful  operation,  there  was  a  furnace  erected  by 
a  few  individuals  of  the  town,  which  stood  on  or  near 
the  works  of  the  lute  Col.  Caleb  Howard,  more  re- 
cently known  as  Howard's  mill,  where  large  quanti- 
ties of  hollow-ware  were  manufactured.  The  works 
were  afterwards  given  up  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
wood.  Mr.  Bowdoin,  of  Boston,  bought  the  furnace, 
which  was  successively  owned  by  Col.  Hobart,  of 
Abington  ;  Mr.  Perry,  of  Easton  ;  George  Howard, 
of  Bridgewater ;  and  later  by  Col.  Caleb  Howard  and 
Thom;is  J.  &  Welcome  Howard.  The  building  litis 
since  been  used  by  various  parties  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  mostly  shoe-tools,  and  sawing  of  box-boards. 
This  mill  was  near  the  corner  of  Pond  and  Belmont 
Streets. 

About  the  year  1790,  Benjamin  Silvester  built  a 
mill  on  Salisbury  River,  near  the  residence  of  Galcu 
Packard,  for  a  fulling-mill.  He  sold  his  interest  to 
his  brother,  Seth  Silvester,  who  was  succeeded  by 
John  Wales,  who  established  a  carding-mill.  Mr. 
Ephraim  Cole  bought  the  privilege  of  Mr.  Wales,  and 


continued  till  1825,  when  he  sold  out  to  Galen  Pack- 
ard, who  soon  coiumcuced  manufacturing  ship-spikes, 
nails,  and  all  kinds  of  ship  work,  using  a  trip-ham- 
mer. Mr.  Packard  sold  out  to  Jefferson  Bi.sbee,  who 
came  from  Canton,  and  began  to  luauut'acturc  hay 
and  manure  forks.  B.  F.  Wheeler  has  recently  pur- 
chased the  works,  and  manufactured  small  nails,  tacks, 
shoe-nails,  and  carpet  tacks.  Benjamin  Fraiikliu 
Kingman  succeeded  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  the  works 
have  been  successfully  conducted  by  William  W. 
Cross  for  several  years. 

About  the  year  1814,  James  Easton  ii  Sons  built 
a  dam,  erected  a  building,  and  commenced  manufac- 
turing spikes,  axes,  adzes,  plane-irons,  chi.sels,  bar- 
iron,  axles,  etc.,  a  short  distance  north  on  the  same 
stream.  They  continued  business  for  about  six  years 
and  failed.  Caleb  aud  Sylvanus  Eastou  continued  the 
business  for  ten  years  longer,  under  the  name  of  C.  & 
S.  E;iston,  when  they  retired. 

Lower  on  the  stream  and  just  south  of  Pleasant 
Street,  Sidney  Perkins  manufactured  hay  and  mau- 
ure-forks.  He  was  in  that  business  but  a  few  years, 
and  sold  out  to  Hezekiah  Simmons,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Nathaniel  B.  Harlow  in  the  same  business. 
Several  years  since  there  was  a  mill  situated  on  Trout 
Brook,  a  short  distauce  south  ul'  Howard  Street,  that 
leads  to  East  Randolph.  The  remains  of  the  dam 
are  iu  existence  at  the  present  day.  The  flowage  of 
this  meadow  was  for  a  long  time  a  source  of  litigation 
in  the  county  courts. 

E.  D.  &  0.  B.  Reynolds  used  a  portion  of  this  fac- 
tory for  the  manufacturing  of  agricultural  implements 
till  they  removed  to  near  Court  Street,  and  became 
interested  in  the  Reynolds  Plow  Com[iany  in  18S2. 

About  the  year  1830,  William  Perry  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  brassware  and  castings;  his 
foundry  was  situated  near  where  Faxon's  awl  manu- 
factory was  located.  Several  years  since  Jlr.  Chand- 
ler R.  Humphrey  commenced  making  grave-stones 
at  the  shop  of  John  Wales,  corner  of  JIuin  and  Bel- 
mont Streets,  now  owned  by  Rufus  P.  Kingman. 
Since  that  time  Sidney  S.  Green  came  to  town,  and 
was  engaged  for  a  time  in  that  business  on  Centre 
Street.  Soon  after  George  W.  Bryant,  Esq.,  became 
associated  with  him  in  business,  under  the  tirm-name 
of  Bryant  &  Green,  in  Central  Block.  Mr.  Bryant 
continued  alone  in  the  business  for  a  time,  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Crescent  Streets. 

In  the  spring  of  1845,  Messrs.  George  B.  Dunbar 
and  Oakes  S.  Soulc  became  as.sociatcd  in  business, 
under  the  firm-name  of  Dunbar  &  Soule,  for  the  sale 
of  all  kinds  of  lumber,  on  the  corner  of  Jluntello  aud 
Court  Streets,  near  the  railroad.     In  18lJ2  the  firm 
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was  dissolvetl,  Mr.  Dunbar  retiring.     Since  th:it  time 
Mr.  Soule  lias  continued  in  the  business  as  before. 

BariKibas  Edson  manufactured  the  best  quality  of 
lou  puiujjs  at  his  residence,  in  the  eastern  part  of  tlic 
town,  on  Pine  Street.  He  afterwards  moved  to  the 
Centre  Village. 

Tanners. — Probably  the  first  tanner  in  the  North 
Parish  (now  Brockton)  was  William  Shaw,  who  had 
a  t;\niiery  southwest  of  tlie  house  now  occupied  by 
Lawrence  Copcland,  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town. 
His  son,  Micah,  succeeded  him  in  business,  which  was 
uiven  up  many  years  ago.  He  manufactured  upper- 
and  sole-leather.  Levi  Keith  carried  on  the  tanning 
business  ;  also  his  son,  Benjamin,  succeeded  by  Capt. 
Ziba  Keith,  east  of  Main  Street  in  Campello.  near 
where  Montello  Street  now  is.  Maj.  Daniel  Gary  had 
a  tannery  south  of  Belmont  Street,  next  to  the  river. 
Israel  Packard  was  his  successor.  Nathaniel  W. 
Stoddard  was  a  manufacturer  of  patent-enameled 
leather  in  the  north  part  of  the  village,  on  Montello 
Street. 

Blacksmiths. — One  of  the  fir^t  things  done  after 
the  making  of  iron  from  the  ore  in  this  town,  w;i3  tlie 
making  of  nails  by  hand.  This  branch  of  manufac- 
ture was  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  any  in  the 
town.  It  furnished  employment  for  a  large  number 
of  boys  and  men.  At  first,  they  were  forged  singly  ; 
and  as  the  machines  for  cutting  and  heading  were  in- 
troduced, hammered  nails  went  out  of  use.  Nearly 
every  farmer  had  a  nail-shop  for  his  boys  to  occupy 
their  leisure  time,  when  not  engaged  upon  the  farm. 
Indeed,  nail-shops  were  as  common  as  shoe-shops  are 
at  tlie  present  day.  Upon  the  introduction  of  ma- 
chines for  cutting  and  lieading  nails, — which  were  in- 
vented by  Col.  Jesse  Reed,  a  native  of  the  town, — 
the  business  of  making  nails  wa.s  confined  to  different 
manufacturing  companies,  and  were  made  in  largo 
(|uanlities  at  a  mucli  lower  price.  We  now  find  in 
the  town  only  here  and  there  a  blacksmith-shop,  fur 
shoeing  cattle  and  horses,  and  other  job-work.  Among 
the  blacksmiths  in  the  parish  were  Capt.  Jesse  Per- 
kins, who  had  a  shop  near  where  Col.  E.  Southworth's 
store  now  stands.  Asa  Howard  had  a  shop  nearly 
opposite  Centre  Street.  Capt.  Anthony  Dike  bad  a 
shop  near  the  Alva  Noyes  place,  on  the  road  to 
Abingtou.  He  made  the  first  shovels  in  the  vi- 
cinity, at  about  the  time  the  "  Ames"  commenced 
in  Easloii.  Josiali  Perkins  had  a  shop  on  Summer 
Street,  opposite  the  residence  of  Nahum  Perkins,  who 
became  his  successor  in  that  business.  Alpheus  Brett 
had  a  shop  in  Factory  Village  (now  Sprague's).  He 
manufactured  bar-iron,  plow-points,  hames,  hoes,  etc. 
Nehemiah  Lincoln  was  ;dso  in  the  same  business  in 
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that  village,  manufactured  cart  and  harness  trim- 
mings, hames,  hoes,  scrapers,  plow-points,  etc.  Be- 
sides these,  the  traders  of  the  lovin  bought  iron  rods, 
and  let  them  out  to  be  made,  by  the  pound,  in  the 
same  manner  as  leather  was  let  out  to  be  made  into 
shoes.  Messrs.  Ide  &  Trow  commented  business  on 
the  spot  where  Waldo  Bradford,  who  succeeded  that 
firm,  carried  on  business  till  1845,  when  he  sold  out 
to  Tyler  Cobb,  who  conducted  the  business  ten  years. 
In  1855  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  Bradford,  who  has  con- 
tinued for  a  long  time,  and  associated  with  him  Mr. 
Alien  Crocker,  of  East  Stoughton,  who  at  leii;^ili  be- 
came sole  proprietor.  Sumner  A.  Ilayward,  of 
Kingston,  commenced  ou  Main  Street  several  years 
since.  His  shop  was  nearly  opposite  where  the  \Vhit- 
man  school-house  now  stands,  south  of  his  dwell- 
ing, and  on  the  present  road-bed  leading  to  Campello, 
and  in  the  south  part  of  the  village.  He  sold  to 
Charles  W.  Strout,  of  Brookliue,  who  was  succeeded 
by  Hiram  F.  Peck. 

There  was  a  blacksmith-shop  erected  on  Montello 
Street  east  of  the  residence  of  the  late  Capt.  Ziba 
Keith,  conducted  by  Patrick  Donnovan,  which  has 
since  been  given  up. 

Lorenzo  Wade  had  a  blacksmith-shop  in  the 
"  West  Shares,"  or  Northwest  Bridgewater  (now 
Huntington  Heights,  Seventh  Ward),  ojiposite  the 
residence  of  the  late  Isaac  Packard,  which  was  after- 
wards removed  to  its  present  location,  occupied  by 
Orren  Wade,  on  the  turnpike  leading  to  Stoughton. 
The  business  is  now  carried  on  by  Albert  R.  Wade. 

B.  C.  Snell  erected  a  shop  near  Sprague's  I'actory, 
about  1853,  and  was  succeeded  by  A.  D.  Tyler,  and 
later  by  S.  W.  Haley. 

Shoe-Tool  Manufacturers. — For  a  long  time 
North  Bridgewater  has  been  celebrated  for  the  excel- 
lence of  her  shoe-tools  and  awls,  lasts,  and  boot-trees, 
shoe-knives,  spoke-shaves,  rolling-machines,  etc. 

Among  the  first  to  introduce  this  kind  of  goods  in 
the  town  were  Ephraim  Howard  &  Co.,  who  made  it 
a  special  branch  of  business ;  they  occupied  the  build- 
ing now  used  by  Messrs.  Howard,  Clark  &  Co.  as  a 
furniture  wareroom,  using  steam-power.'  They  man- 
ufactured hammers,  presses,  wheels,  spoke-shaves, 
knives,  punches,  awl-handles,  etc. 

Charles  Howard  and  Lewis  Fisher  liave  since  manu- 
factured the  same  kind  of  goods  under  the  firm-name 
of  Howard  &  Fisher.  J.  B.  Mann  conducted  that  kind 
of  business  for  several  years, — since  removed  to 
Stoughton.  Sidney  Perkins  has  also  made  shoe- 
knives,  hammers,  and  patent  grindstones,  etc.     Tyler 

'  Probably  this  waa  the  firat  steam-engine  used  in  tlic  town. 


690 


HISTORY    OF   PLYiMOUTH    COUNTY. 


Cobb  coiuuieiiced  munufacturing  shoo  tools  iu   1S45,  ' 
sucli  as  baiiiniers,  awld,  spoke-sliaves,  steel  compasses, 
biad-awls,    auil    clioppinn-kiiives.        Geoigu     Willis  : 
Luanufactured  this  kiud  of  goods  for  a  time,  uutil  ho  I 
leiuovod  to  Worcester.  | 

Since  tlie  iutroductioQ  of  Acuerican  awls  in  this 
country  there  has  been  a  large  amount  manufactured 
in  this  town,  by  Mr.  William  Faxon,  Charles  Lincoln. 
Jusiah  S.  Lincoln,  and  Charles  B.  Lincoln,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  that  business.  Millions  of  sewing- 
aiid  pegging-awls  are  sent  to  various  parts  of  the 
country  from  this  town  every  year. 

David  Peeler  manufactured  slioe-tools  iu  Howard's 
mill  iu  183G,  when  removed  to  Bostou.  J.  Wallace 
Packard  commenced  manufacturing  stitching-  and 
niachinc-necdlcs  for  all  kinds  of  sewing-machines  in 
Slarch,  1S58.  Sucli  &  Athertou  manufacture  a 
variety  of  shoe-tools,  spoke-shaves,  etc.,  in  Ellis  Pack- 
ard it  Co.'s  mill. 

William  Hall  manufactured  shoe-pegs  at  the  mill 
on  Howard  Street  several  years  since.  Johu  W. 
Kingman  has  furnished  the  shoemakers  with  machines 
for  rolling  leather,  aud  shoe-benches,  as  well  aa  coal- 
sifters,  washing-machines,  and  patent  roofing.  Wil- 
liam S.  Gay  and  Jabez  Gay  manufactured  bedsteads, 
chopping-knivcs,  and  awl-iiandles  at  the  old  mill 
known  as  Packard's  griat-mill,  or  Keith's  mill. 

Iu  1836,  Chandler  Sprague,  Esq.,  commenced 
making  lasts  aud  boot-trees  iu  liie  mill  owned  by  T.  J. 
&,  W.  Howard,  well  known  as  Howard's  mill.  In 
1837  lie  purchased  the  right  of  using  Thomas  Blan- 
cluird's  machine  for  turning  irregular  foruis.  He 
continued  in  that  mill  until  18-12,  doing  a  small  bu.ii- 
ness,  which  has  increased  to  a  laige  and  profitable 
branch  of  niauufacturing.  He  purchased  the  build- 
ing and  power  known  aa  the  "  Old  Cotton  Factory," 
owned  by  Mr.  llitchie,  aud  converted  it  into  a  manu- 
factory ;  aud,  although  he  has  been  highly  prospered 
iu  his  business  pursuits,  yet  he  continues  to  give  his 
personal  attention  to  the  detail  of  his  business,  and 
has  added  several  branches  to  his  original  calling.  E. 
Sumner  Snell  manufactured  shoe-tools  in  his  factory, 
alao  manufactured  machinery,  uuder  the  firm-uame  of 
E.  S.  Snell  &  Co.,  Mr.  Sprague  beiug  the  special 
partner. 

Wilbor  Webster  commenced  mauufacturing  shoe- 
kuives,  near  Sprague's,  in  1803.  Mr.  S.  V.  Tuck  also 
manufactured  shoe-knives,  carving-knives,  etc.,  of  a 
superior  quality. 

Harrisou  Smith  manufactured  bedsteads  in  the  old 
mill  known  as  Keith's  mill.  Archibald  Thompson 
made  the  first  spinning-wheel  in  the  country  ;  lived 
near  where  John  Thompsou   now  resides.      His  pos- 


terity have  continued  to  make  wheels  since  that  time. 
Jonas  Reynolds  also  made  spinning-wheels  in  the 
"  West  Shares."  Moses  Gary  made  hay-rakes  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  town. 

Sweetser  &  Merritt  started  in  business  on  High 
Street,  under  the  name  of  William  A.  Sweetser, 
Jlarch  1,  1869.  Afterwards  removed  to  corner  of 
Centre  aud  Montello  Streets,  and  continued  under  the 
present  title,  Sweetser  &  Merritt,  Aug.  1,  1S7S. 
Manufacture  shoe  machinery  and  upright  drills. 
Employ  20  men. 

Snell  &  Atherton,  manufacturers  of  ahoe-tools,  heel- 
shaves,  etc.  This  branch  of  industry  was  founded  by 
Varanus  Snell  and  Lemuel  Atherton  in  lS5:i.  JMr. 
Athertou  died  in  18C0,  aud  was  succeeded  by  Henry 
H.  Atherton,  who  continued  in  the  firm  about  seven 
years.  Siuce  that  time  Mr.  Snell  has  conducted  the 
business  as  sole  proprietor,  retaining,  however,  the 
origiual  firm-name.     Employ  38  hands. 

Before  the  invention  of  Blanchard's  machine  for 
turning  irregular  forms,  lasts  and  boot-trees  weri'  made 
by  hand.  Nathaniel  Wales  was  probably  the  first 
person  in  the  town  engaged  in  that  business.  Robert 
A.  Stoddard,  Marcus  Shaw,  aud  Chandler  Sprague 
have  since  been  engaged  in  that  line  of  manufacture. 
When  Chandler  Sprague  began  to  manufacture  by 
machinery,  there  was  no  use  for  lasts  made  by  band. 
Those  made  by  machinery  have  become  one  of  the 
great  improvements  of  the  age,  and  so  far  surpass 
those  made  by  hand  as  to  (juality  that  tlierc  are  no 
others  in  the  market. 

Tailors  and  Clothing. — It  was  the  cu.stom  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  town  lor  ladies  to  cut  and 
make  gentlemen's  garments.  After  a  lime  men  cut- 
ters went  from  house  to  liouse  making  clothes  enough 
for  the  year  at  one  lime.  The  first  tailor  in  Brucktou 
was  Nathaniel  Snell,  who  went  out  to  work  fur  twenty- 
five  cents  per  day  and  board.  Johu  Slumkland  was 
the  next  tailor;  then  came  Jliehael  O  Neil,  who 
opened  a  tailoring-shop  iu  the  ''  West  Shares"  (now 
"  Brockton  Heights"),  and  afterwards  in  the  store 
al'terwards  occupied  by  Col.  Nathan  Jones,  iu  South- 
worth's  building,  in  the  Centre.  Elisha  B.  Bumpas 
came  from  Wareham  in  September,  1838,  aud  opened 
u  elothing-bhop  in  the  building  then  owned  by  Arza 
Leonard,  opposite  Henry  Cross'  shoe  manufactory,  on 
the  east  side  of  Main  Street,  now  the  site  of  "  Mer- 
cantile Block;"  he  afterwards  removed  to  a  room  over 
Robinsou's  dry-goods  store,  from  this  place  he  re- 
moved to  Howard,  Clark  &  Co.'s  building.  Luther 
W.  Durant  was  a  tailor  in  1830  two  doors  south  of 
Patriot  office,  on  the  site  of  the  "  Mercantile  Block." 
William   Ryder  came   from   West   Bridgewater  and 
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cairied  on  the  merchant-tailoring  business  for  several  \ 
years  iu  his  building  on  Main  Street,  where  Ryder's  ■ 
block  now  stauds.  Edward  O'Neil  waa  employed  as  | 
a  foreman  iu  Messrs.  Brett  it  Kingman's  tailoring  j 
department  iu  1849  iu  Kingman's  brick  block.  Iu  j 
ISal)  he  became  associated  with  Mr.  James  B.  Samp-  | 
sou,  fur  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  merchant- 
tailoriug  business  in  Tyler  Cobb's  building,  on  Main 
Street,  under  the  firm-name  of  O'Neil  &,  Sampson.  Mr. 
Sampson  retired  from  the  firm  in  18(31  and  went  into 
the  army.  Mr.  O'Neil  continued  iu  business  alone 
till  lStJ4,  when  he  removed  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  and 
afterwards  removed  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he 
now  resides.  Walter  Scott  came  to  town  from  Boston 
in  ISOU,  was  employed  by  Mr.  O'Neil  for  four  years, 
and  afterwards  conducted  the  merchant-tailoring  busi- 
net>s  ou  his  own  account.  George  E.  Wilbour  came 
from  Wareham  in  1859,  and  was  connected  with 
Henry  A.  Brett  in  the  clothing  business.  L.  W. 
Wade  and  Daniel  F.  Leonard  were  in  town  several 
years  since  aud  made  garments.  Most  of  the  larger 
dry-goods  stores  have  a  journeyman  tailor  connected 
with  their  establishnieuts  and  manufactured  custom 
goods,  therefore  it  would  be  impossible  to  note  all  the 
changes  that  have  occurred.  Peter  F.  Hollywood 
came  from  Wareham,  and  was  employed  in  Brett  & 
Kingman's  store  for  several  years,  and  afterwards 
opened  a  tailoring  establishment  on  his  own  account 
in  Ellis  J.  Morton's  building,  now  occupied  by  B.  R. 
Clapp,  on  Main  Street,  and  is  now  doing  business 
opposite  the  '■^Gazette  Building."  Daniel  Logue  had 
a  tailor-shop  opposite  Southworth  &  Noyes'  grocery 
store,  on  Main  Street,  for  a  short  time.  In  January, 
1854,  George  E.  Bryant  opened  a  clothing  store  in 
D.  F.  Studley's  building,  and  in  1855  Henry  L. 
Bryant  was  associated  with  him  in  the  business,  under 
the  firm-name  of  G.  E.  k  H.  L.  Bryant ;  afterwards  oc- 
cupied extensive  rooms  on  the  present  site  of  "  Bryant's 
Block,"  now  used  as  a  post-office,  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Centre  Streets.  This  firm  continued  in 
trade  for  a  long  time,  doing  a  very  successful  and 
l)rofitablo  business.  Since  that  time  Henry  A.  Brett 
has  opened  another  clothing  store  in  Bixby's  block, 
where  he  is  doing  a  large  and  highly  lucrative  business. 

Messrs.  Brett  k  Kiugman,  David  Cobb,  H.  W. 
Robinson,  W.  P.  Howard,  and  other  traders,  have 
usually  kept  ready-made  clothing;  thus  the  public 
have  always  had  unsurpassed  facilities  for  obtaining 
the  best  custom  garments  and  the  cheapest. 

The  Boston  Clothing  Company  is  doing  business  in 
the  "  Home  Bank  Building,"  Henry  A.  Brett,  manager. 

Howard  &  Caldwell  are  in  the  same  business  in 
"  Kin-rman's  Block." 


Henry  E.  Lincoln  k  Co.,  in  "  Bixby's  Block,"  are 
doing  a  good  business  in  the  clothing  line  ;  McElroy 
k  Cushman,  iu  "  City  Block,''  and  the  •  JIassasoit 
Clothing  House,"  Edward  S.  Lincolu,  proprietor,  on 
Main  Street. 

This  business  has  been  among  the  leading  branches 
of  trade  in  the  city,  and  those  engaged  in  the  same 
have  been  successful  merchants. 

Hatters. — The  first  hatter  in  the  town  was  Perez 
Crocker,  who  conducted  business  near  where  David 
Howard's  boot  manufactory  recently  stood,  in  the 
north  part  of  the  village.  He  was  succeeded  by  Capt. 
John  Battles,  and  he  by  Ellis  J.  Morton.  There  is 
no  hat  manufactory  in  the  town  at  the  present  time  ! 
customers  are  supplied  at  the  various  stores  in  the 
town,  of  which  there  are  many,  as  before  seen. 

The  principal  dealers  in  this  line  of  goods  now  are 
Henry  E.  Lincoln  k  Co.,  in  "  Bixby's  Block,"  How- 
ard &  Caldwell,  in  "  Kingman's  Block,"  Tolman 
Brothers,  in  "  Washburn's  Block,"  and  Charles 
Emory,  in  the  same  building. 

Bakers.— B.  C.  Hatch  aud  Cyrus  Packard  (2d) 
commenced  the  baking  business  about  1830,  and  con- 
tinued about  three  years  in  the  building  that  had 
formerly  been  used  as  a  school-house,  on  the  lot  now 
occupied  by  the  bank  building  south  of  the  hotel. 
In  1833,  Mr.  Packard  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Hatch. 
In  1834,  David  Wilder  and  Mr.  Hatch  were  associated 
together  in  the  business,  under  the  firm-name  of  Hatch 
k  Wilder.  Shortly  after  that  time  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilder 
purchased  Mr.  Hatch's  interest  in  the  business,  and 
the  firm  was  changed  to  J.  C.  k  D.  Wilder.  After- 
wards J.  C.  Wilder  sold  to  John  W.  Hunt,  who  has 
continued  with  Mr.  Wilder,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Hunt  k  Wilder.  Their  business  was  very  successful, 
and  in  185G  they  erected  a  new  and  more  commodious 
building,  using  horse-power  for  mixing,  stamping,  and 
cutting  crackers,  bread,  and  small  cakes. 

A  Mr.  Buckley  conducted  the  baking  business  at  the 
old  stand  afterwards  used  by  Hunt  k  Wilder,  on  Cres- 
cent Street.  Several  years  since  Parmenas  k  Simeon 
Brett  did  a  small  business  for  a  short  time  iu  the 
Factory  Village.  F.  B.  Washburn  makes  nice  cake 
and  fancy  pastry  at  his  refectory  on  Main  Street,  on 
the  present  site  of  the  "'  Washburn  Block;"  also  con- 
fectionery of  all  kinds  and  fancy  baking. 

Mr.  Washburn  has  within  a  few  years  erected  a 
large  brick  building  in  the  rear  of  his  block,  where 
he  does  the  largest  wholesale  aud  retail  business  in 
baking  and  confectionery  in  Plymouth  County. 

Felix  Kaiser  does  a  fancy  cake  and  pastry  baking 
on  Pleasant  Street,  with  a  store  in  Tyler  Cobb's 
building. 
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Geor"e  E.  Bates,  bread  and  cake  baker,  is  doing  etc.  Jonas  Reynolds  made  spinning-wheels,  wuodeu 
business  ou  Montello  Street,  near  South  Street,  Cam-  plows,  rakes,  etc.,  in  the  "  Went  Shares,"  now  "  Broek- 
pullo.  ton  Heights." 

Saddlers. — In   the  days  when  every  one  traveled  '       Clocks. — Previous   to  1800.   Ezckiel   Keed   made 


on  horseback  the  saddler's  business  was  a  proiuincnt 
trade.  After  the  introduction  of  wheel  carriages 
harness-making  was  added  to  their  trade,  al=o  trunk- 
making.  Among  those  wiio  have  conducted  this 
trade  are  Seth  Snow,  a  short  distance  below  the 
bridge  on  the  road  leading  to  Campcllo,  in  the  Isaac 
Keitli  House;  Elbridge  II.  Packard,  iu  the  north 
part  of  the  village  ;  also  Nathaniel  H.  Cross,  in  183G, 
in  the  Centre  Village.  A  few  years  since  A.  M. 
Lcavitt  came  from  East  Bridgewater,  and  located 
where  George  W.  Bryant's  marble  works  were, 
corner  of  Main  and  Crescent  Streets.  Lemuel  T. 
Bird   is  now  doing  business  on  High  Street.     A  Mr. 


clocks  near  where  Alpheus  Holmes  resided,  on 
Belcuont  Street,  in  Downingville.  Also,  several 
years  since,  Rodney  Brace  came  I'runi  Turringtuii, 
Conn.,  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  small 
wooden  clocks  at  the  West  Shares,  or  Northwest 
Bridgewater,  now  Brockton  Heights,  with  Isaac 
Packard.  They  sent  them  to  all  parts  of  the  country 
in  wagons,  and  were  among  the  first  to  intruduce 
small  clocks. 

The  late  David  F.  Studley  was  the  principal  dealer 
in  these  goods  for  a  long  time. 

Luther  Studley,  Gurney  Brothers,  Herman  Hew- 
ett,  and  Sumner  Cass  are  the  present  dealers,  iu  cou- 


Bartlett  opened  a  harue=s-3hop  on  School  Street  about  '  nection  with  watches  and  jewelry. 


ISC-ir.       William    H.    Flagg,   Leighton    &    Co.,   and 
Thomas  Finncrty  are  now  iu  that  line  of  business. 

Wheelwrig'hts. — Abel  Kingman.  Esq.,  was  one  of 
the  oldest  wheelwrights  in  the  parish.  He  made  ox- 
wagons,  carts,  wooden  plows,  rakes,  etc.  Zachariah 
and  Zebedee  Snell  made  wooden  plows,  rakes,  and 
grain-cradles,  etc.,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town. 
Jabez  Kingman,  son  of  Abel  Kingman,  Esq.,  had  a 
wheelwright-shop  on  Centre  Street,  near  Shaw's  Cor- 
ner. Ruel  Richmond  had  a  large  and  commodious 
carriage  manufactory  on  the  corner  of  Maiu  and 
School  Streets,  which  was  the  principal  shop  in  town 
for  several  years.  John  C.  H.  Eaton  had  a  wheel- 
wright-shop on  Prospect  Hill.  Mason  &,  Fletcher 
manufactured  carriages  and  did  job-work  on  High 
Street.  From  1S52  to  1855,  Tyler  Cobb  manufac- 
tured carriages,  etc.,  ou  High  Street.  Waldo  Brad- 
ford it  Co.  also  manufactured  carriages  on  High 
Street.  Lyman  IC.  Tribou  had  a  wheelwright-shop 
in  the  Factory  Village,  or  "  Salisbury  Square,"  oppo- 
site A.  D.  Tyler's  blacksmith-shop,  and  Lewis  A. 
Kingman  ha.s  a  shop  ou  Liberty  Street,  near  Tilden's 
Corner,  otherwise  known  as  '•  Marshall's  Corner,"  iu 
the  west  part  of  the  city.  I.  R.  Cozzens,  James  0. 
Macomber,  and  Luriu  Snow  are  uuw  the  priucipal 
wheelwrights  in  the  city. 


Watch-Makers  and  Jewelers. — David  F.  Stud- 
ley came  from  Hanover,  Mass.,  in  September,  1S3-1, 
and  made  watches  and  jewelry,  also  repaired  all 
kinds  of  clocks,  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  him. 
He  afterwards  erected  a  new  and  more  commodious 
building  south  of  Samuel  Howard's  huu.->e,  where  he 
became  associated  with  his  brother,  Luther  .Studley, 
in  the  business ;  he  afterwards  sold  out  his  interest 
to  his  brother  and  retired  from  business.  At  the 
time  Mr.  Studley  came  to  the  town  there  was  no  es- 
tablishment of  the  kind  in  the  vicinity.  Since  that 
time  there  have  been  other  establishments  of  the 
same  description,  among  whom  is  Augustus  ^litchell, 
who  left  town  in  18C2  and  removed  to  Provincetown. 
Herman  Hewett  came  from  Bridgewater  to  the  town 
iu  the  autumn  of  1863,  and  is  now  in  business  iu 
Tyler  Cobb's  building,  421  Main  Street.  Lysaudcr 
F.  Gurney  came  from  Abington  and  opened  a  store 
in  D.  F.  Studley 's  building  a  short  tiiuc  since.  Lu- 
ther Studley  was  at  the  old  stand  of  D.  F.  Studley  tk 
Co.,  on  JIaiu  Street,  and  is  now  located  on  School 
Street. 

Musical  Instruments. — This  town  has  been  noted 
for  the  excellence  of  the  musical  insiruuients  manu- 
factured iu  the  town.  Caleb  II.  Packard  was  the  tirst 
person   in   the  town  that  engaged  in  the  niaiiulUcture 


Coopers. — Daniel     Petlingill     made     tubs,    pails,  i  of  musical  instruments.      He  commenced  tlie  businc>.^ 
churns,  etc.,  at  the  place  occupied  by  tlie  late  John     of  making  mclodeous    in    1839,  and  was    the  tirst  to 


W.  Snell,  on  South  Street.  Lemuel  Tervill  carried 
on  the  coopering  trade  at  the  James  Willis  Place, 
oiiposite  Arnold  Kingman's.  Joseph  Whiton  made 
nail  casks,  tubs,  dye-vats,  churns,  cheese-hoops,  etc., 
in  the  Factory  Village.      He  removed  to   Hinghaiu. 


introduce  piano-keys  to  those  instruments,  which  was 
a  great  improvement. 

A  few  years  since  Calvin  Hatch,  Nelson  J.  Foss,  and 
Isaac  T.  Packard  were  associated  together,  under  the 
firm-name  of  Packard,  Foss  &  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of 


Lemuel  Tervill,  Jr.,  and  Jacob   Dunbar  made  rakes,  ]  manufacturing  serapbines,  melodeons,  and  reed  organs, 
measures,  scythe-handles,  mop-   and    broom-handles,  '  This   firm  was   in  business  for  several  years  over  the 
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store  formerly  occupied  by  B.  Swain,  and  previously 
occupiL'J  by  Sidney  Packard  iu  Campello,  now  the 
piovisioo  store  of  Lucas  W.  Alden. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Marston  commenced  making  musical 
instruments  in  July,  1855,  in  the  shop  that  had  for- 
merly been  occupied  by  Caleb  H.  Packard.  Mr. 
Marston  purchased  the  stock  and  interest  of  Mr. 
Packard,  and  conducted  business  at  the  old  stand  till 
the  building  and  contents  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
Sept.  2,  1S58.  Mr.  Mar^ton  then  erected  a  new  and 
commodious  building  on  Depot  Street,  Campello,  iu 
January,  1859,  where  he  continued  to  manufacture 
the  be.^t  quality  of  instruments  for  several  years.  lie 
is  now  manufacturing  cabinet  organs  on  Montello, 
near  South  Street.  Messrs.  Isaac  T.  Packard  and 
Edmund  Packard  were  engaged  in  the  same  kiud  of 
business  for  several  years,  iu  the  rooms  over  L.  D. 
Hervey's  house-furnishing  store,  in  the  Centre,  oppo- 
site Centre  Street.  Edmund  Packard  afterwards  con- 
tinued the  business  alone  till  May  1,  18G2,  when  he 
sold  to  Philip  Reynolds,  of  Stoughton,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  that  line  of  business  for  several  years. 

Dentists. — The  first  person  who  did  anything  in 
the  way  of  dental  operations  (except  tooth-pulling, 
which  was  usually  done  by  the  physicians)  was  Dr. 
J.  L.  Lyman,  who  usually  came  to  town  once  a  year, 
and  did  all  there  was  to  be  done  in  that  line.  It  soon 
increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  a  perma- 
nent local  business.  Dr.  Julius  Thompson  next 
occupied  an  ofiice  over  D.  F.  Studley's  jewelry  store. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  George  R.  Whitney,  who 
came  from  Provincetown  May  1,  1854.  The  next 
person  in  tlic  business  was  Dr.  Loring  W.  Puffer, 
who  came  from  Stoughton,  and  occupied  an  office  in 
Drayton's  building  on  Main  Street.  He  now  has  his 
office  on  Green  near  Main  Street.  The  next  person 
engaged  iu  that  calling  was  Dr.  Josiah  E.  Packard, 
who  commenced  in  August,  185G  ;  he  had  an  office 
over  Benner  &,  Co.'s  dry-goods  store  on  Main  Street. 
He  is  now  located  in  his  own  block,  corner  Main  and 
East  Elm  Streets. 

Those  engaged  in  that  business  at  the  present  time 
are  Dr.  Puffer,  Packard  Brothers,  E.  J.  Thompson,  J. 
J.  Viuucnt,  Edward  S.  Powers,  Henry  H.  Filoor, 
George  D.  Burnet,  W.  J.  Currier,  Fred.  S.  Faxon, 
and  J.  F.  Allen  at  Campello.  Many  of  the  offices 
iu  this  department  are  elegant,  and  the  work  done  in 
Brockton  is  first  class. 

Drugs  and  Medicines. — J.  A.  Rainsford  was  the 
first  person  engaged  in  this  business  iu  the  town. 
His  room  was  at  the  residence  of  the  late  Franklin 
Amc.-^,  on  Main  Street,  north  of  the  Porter  Church. 
David  F.  Studley  also  kept  a  good  stock  of  drugs  and 


medicines  in  connection  with  his  watch  and  jewelry 
business  till  1845,  when  he  sold  his  stock  of  medi- 
cines to  Tyler  Cobb,  who  continued  in  that  trade 
till  1884,  when  he  sold  his  building  and  business  to 
S.  B.  &  G.  E.  Curtis.  The  next  person  that  did 
anything  in  that  kind  of  goods  was  the  late  Edward 
Southworth,  Jr.,  in  what  is  now  the  Gazette  Building. 

Iu  October,  1852,  C.  C.  Bixby  opened  an  apothe- 
cary store,  in  connection  with  books,  stationery,  and 
fancy  goods,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  School  Streets. 
In  1SG4,  Mr.  Goldthwait  became  associated  with  him 
as  partner  in  the  busiuess,  under  the  firm-name  of  C.  C. 
Bixby  it  Co.  Besides  the  above,  many  of  the  variety 
stores  iu  the  town  keep  an  assortment  of  the  various 
patent  medicines  in  use. 

This  business  has  grown  to  an  extensive  trade, 
there  being  now  thirteen  apothecaries,  viz.,  H.  S. 
Bagnall  &  Co.,  Bowen  &  Packard,  Fred.  A.  Brig- 
ham,  Brockton  Drug  Store,  Tyler  Cobb,  M.  B.  Cro- 
well  &  Co.,  William  B.  Foster,  L.  S.  M.  Glidden, 
William  Jones,  N.  D.  Toppan,  John  J.  Whipple  & 
Co.,  George  H.  Leach,  and  Frans  L.  Braconier,  at 
Campello. 

Furniture  Manufacturers. — Among  the  first  of 
those  engaged  in  this  branch  of  business  were  Oliver 
Dike,  Samuel  Dike,  Asaph  Howard,  Moses  Gary,  Jon- 
athan Gary.  Thomas  Wales  had  a  furniture  store  iu 
the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  was  the  principal  man- 
ufacturer for  many  years.  Samuel  Carter  was  iu  the 
business  at  the  West  Shares  (now  Brockton  Heights) 
for  a  short  time.  Jonathan  Beal  kept  furniture  store 
in  the  house  afterwards  occupied  by  Lemuel  French, 
near  where  lluel  Richmond's  house  formerly  stood,  at 
the  Centre,  now  the  site  of  the  "  Home  Bank  Build- 
ing." Josiah  W.  Kiugman,  Esq.,  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  bureaus,  tables,  etc.,  for  the  wholesale 
trade  about  1825,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  now 
Campello,  whicTi  business  lie  continued  with  success 
till  May  23,  1853,  when  his  entire  establishment  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

Samuel  Howard  came  from  Randolph  to  this  town 
in  1827  and  opened  a  furniture  wareroom.  In 
1829,  Mr.  Lyman  Clark  became  a  partner,  under  the 
firm-name  of  Howard  &  Clark,  and  who  continued  to 
do  a  large  and  profitable  business.  In  1859,  Mr. 
Howard  died.  The  firm  now  iu  the  bu.iiuess  at  the  old 
stand  consists  of  the  following  persons:  Lyman  Clark, 
Eben  Rhodes,  Rufus  C.  Kimball,  under  the  name  aud 
style  of  Howard,  Clark  &  Co.,  who  keep  a  large  and 
varied  assortment  of  all  kinds  of  furniture  at  retail, 
and  manufacture  largely  for  the  wholesale  trade. 
Soraues  Dunham  came  from  Fall  River  iu  1S4G,  was 
employed  for  a  few  years  at  Josiah  W.  Kingman's 
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manufactory  in  Campello  ;  he  afterwards  opened  a  job-  | 
biug-sliop  in  tlie  nortli  part  of  the  village,  making  and 
repairing  all  kinds  of  furniture.     A  few  years  since  i 
Frederic  Hanson  opened  a  furniture  wareroom  in  the  : 
building  owned  by  George  W.  Bryant,  corner  of  Main 
and   Crescent   Streets,  which   continued   but  a  short 
time,  Mr.   Hanson  engaging  in  the  marble  business 
near    the    railroad    station.     The   leading     furniture 
dealers  in    the   city   now  are  Howard,  Clark  &  Co., 
William  H.  Tobey,  and  McCann  Brothers. 

Carpenters. — Prominent    among    those    of    this 
branch  of  mechanics  are  Col.  Simeon  Gary,  Col.  Jo- 
siah  Hayden,  Deacon  Jonathan  Gary,  Barnabas  Pratt,  t 
Thomas  Pratt,  Job  Bryant,  Gamaliel  Bryant,  Samuel  j 
Hayden,  Phineas  Paioc,  Jeremiah  Deals,  Isaac  Pack- 
ard, Jonathan   Edson,  Bela  Keith,  Marcus  Packard, 
Gary   Howard,  Oakes  S.  Soule.  George   B.  Dunbar, 
Charles  S.  Johnson,  Barnabas  Snow,  William  Gray, 
John  T.   Peterson,  Otis  Cobb,  Jason   Perkins,   Bar- 
nabas H.  Gray,  Vinal  Lycn,  John  F.  Beals,  Franklin 
Ward,  Samuel  McLaughlin,  Jabez  Field,  Jo.scph  Hay- 
ward,  Charles  Cole,  George  Sawyer,  James  Sherman, 
Augustus  Jones,  Rossotcr  Jones,  Martin  L.  Reynold.s,  ; 
Thaddeus    Gifford,    Thaddeus    E.    Gifford,  Alpheus  : 
Alden,  Dauiel  H.  Gary,  Samuel   Harris,  and   Cephas  ] 
Soule.  i 

Painters. — Uutil  within  a  few  years  nearly  all  of  ! 
the  houses  were  shingled,  and  the  painting  of  them  i 
required    but    little    skill.     It    usually    con.sisted    of  1 
Venetian   red   or   yellow  ochre,  mixed  with    linseed  I 
oil,  put  on  in  the  coai-sest   manner  by  any  person,  j 
After  the  custom  of  clapboardiug  and    finishing  in  I 
modern  style  was  introduced,  painting  became  a  sep- 
arate branch  of  industry.      It  is  now  a  trade  in  which  i 
[leuple  have  shown  tlie  greatest  skill  and   proficiency,  i 
both  iu  house  and  fancy  painting.     Among  those  who 
have  been  engaged  in   that    braacli  of  business  are 
William    Tileston,    William    Vose,    William    Lewis, 
Jabez  Lauison,  Pliilo  W.   Richmond,   Lucius  Rich- 
mond, James  0.  Clapp,  Samuel  A.  Sargent,  ^Viiliam 
G.  Marston,  A.  K.  Harmon,  John   M.  Sharpe,  G.  E. 
Lawrence,  John  Wales,  Jonathan  Beal. 

Masons. — William  French,  Joseph  Brett.  Samuel 
Battles.  David  Battles,  Nalium  Battles,  F.  B.  Wash- 
burn, Lewis  Washburn,  Sidney  Wa^hburn,  Freeman 
Washburn,  and  David  Masou  are  among  those  who 
have  worked  at  this  branch  of  business. 

Tin-Plate  and  Sheet-Iron  Workers. — Lorenzo 
D.  Hervey  removed  from  West  Hridgewater  to  Cam- 
pello in  April,  183'J,  and  established  a  tin-ware 
manufactory  iu  company  with  David  Hervey,  in  the 
building  north  of  the  residence  of  Bela  Keith,  Esq. 
The  firm  was  dissolved  in  about  one  year,  and  David 


Hervey  sold  his  interests  to  Robert  Smith,  of  New 
Bedford,  who  continued  one  year,  when  Mr.  Smith 
removed  to  New  Bedford.  Mr.  Hervey  reuioved  to 
the  Centre  Village,  and  occupied  the  building  that 
had  previously  been  u.sed  as  a  shoo  manufactory  liy 
Bradford  Dunbar  &  Co.,  opposite  William  Ryder's 
residence,  north  of  the  Catholic  Cliurch.  At  this  time 
Mr.  Smith  again  became  associated  with  him  under  the 
firm-name  of  Smith  &  Hervey.  This  firm  continued 
to  do  business  for  fourteen  years,  since  which  time 
Mr.  Hervey  has  continued  alone  in  business,  on  Main 
Street,  nearly  opposite  Centre  Street.  The  business 
has  consisted  mostly  in  making  tin-ware  for  the  various 
peddlers  who  have  driven  from  there  to  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  kitchen- 
furnishing  goods,  stoves,  etc. 

Soon  after  the  above  dissolution  of  the  copartner- 
ship of  Smith  &  Hervey,  Mr.  Smith  opened  a  hard- 
ware and  furnishing  store  in  Bixby's  block,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Liberty  D.  Packard  in  the  same  busine.is. 

James  D.  Baldwin  came  from  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in 
18G2,  and  opened  a  store  for  the  manufacture  of 
stoves,  tin-ware,  and  kitchen-furnishing  goods,  in  the 
building  formerly  occupied  by  Ellis  J.  Jlorton  as  a 
hat  manufactory.  Mr.  Baldwin  was  succeeded  by  E. 
Z.  Stevens  &  Co. 

Lorenzo  Tuck  came  to  town  many  years  since,  and 
opened  a  store  of  the  above  kind  in  the  building 
formerly  occupied  by  Messrs.  William  F.  Brett  ct  Co. 
as  a  tailor's  shop,  on  the  north  side  of  School  Street. 

Blacking'  and  Stain  Manufacture. — Charles  L. 
Hauthaway  commenced  in  the  smallest  way  to  manu- 
facture boot-  and  shoe-blacking,  ink,  etc.,  in  1S45, 
which  business  has  increa.sed  to  such  an  extent  that 
it  has  become  the  leading  article  in  the  American 
market,  and  also  extensively  used  in  other  countries. 
His  business  had  incre;ised  to  such  an  extent  ;is  to  re- 
quire a  partner.  Accordingly  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  sons,  who  now  are  among  the  largest  manu- 
facturers in  the  market,  and  their  goods  are  widely 
known.  The  firm  is  known  as  G.  L.  Hauthaway  & 
Sons.  They  have  au  office  at  23l>  Congress  Street, 
Boston,  with  factories  at  Lynn  and  South  Boston. 

George  H.  Wood  &  Co.  are  proprietors  of  Lincoln 
Blacking  Company,  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of 
leather-dressing,  ink,  stains,  •'  ladies'  blacking,"  etc., 
under  the  management  of  Charles  B.  Lincoln.  Their 
factory  is  in  Brockton,  with  an  office  at  49  High 
Street,  Boston. 

David  Whittemore,  Eli.sha  Washburn,  Thomas  W. 
Pope,  and  Billings  &  Bassett  have  been  more  or  loss 
engaged  in  this  kind  of  manufacturing. 

0.  0.  Patten   &   Co.  commenced   the  manufacture 
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of  dresbing,  blacking,  and  burnishing  inlcs,  cements, 
wax,  etc.,  ill  18G7.  Mr.  Patten  was  formerly  a  shoe 
manuracturer  and  a  pioneer  in  the  fine  shoe  business. 
The  piL'sent  firm  consists  of  0.  0.  Patteu,  W.  H. 
Wade,  and  E.  E.  Averill. 

T.  W.  Pope  cuuimenced  the  manufacture  of  burn- 
ishing ink,  stains,  etc.,  in  1S52,  and  has  continued  to 
the  present  time.  He  has  a  large  sale  throughout 
the  United  States. 

Miscellaneous  Manufactures. — Brockton  Stay 
Company  was  organized  in  187S,  the  firm  being  Gay- 
ner  .t  Campbell,  with  a  capital  of  61000.  In  1S81 
the  firm  became  Gayner  &  Walker.  Value  of  annual 
product,  about  850,000.     Employ  10  hands. 

F.  M.  Shaw  &  Sou  commenced  business  in  1878 
for  the  manufacture  of  heels,  and  extracting  oils  from 
scrap  leather.  Began  in  a  small  way,  and  when 
started  employed  about  12  hands;  now  employ  over 
100.  In  addition  to  this  business  they  run  a  naphtha 
establishment  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  oil  and 
bleaching  calf-skirting.  Make  specialty  of  renovating 
carpets  and  clothing  by  the  naphtha  process. 

Maloon  &  Peirce  established  business  about  the 
year  1872  for  the  purpose  of  crimping,  stamping, 
scotching,  perforating,  and  pinking.  Commenced  the 
manufacture  of  shoes  in  June,  1883.  When  started 
employed  7  or  8  hands,,  and  now  employ  GO.  Their 
busines.s  is  increasing,  turning  out  20  cases  per  day. 
Firm,  E.  J.  Maloon,  C.  J.  Peirce. 

Baxendale  &  Co.,  box-toe  manufacturer.  This 
business  was  established  about  1872,  and  now  manu- 
factures more  box-toes  for  men's  boots  and  shoes  than 
any  other  firm  exclusively  engaged  in  the  business  in 
the  country.  In  the  months  of  January  and  Febru- 
ary of  this  year  this  firm  made  1,100,000  pairs,  or 
2,200,000  box-toes.  Each  box  was  handled  in  the 
process  of  sorting,  skiving,  pressing,  sand-papering, 
finishing,  counting,  etc.,  nine  times, — that  is,  during 
these  two  month.s  there  were  performed  in  this  little 
factory,  outside  of  the  general  work  of  preparing  dies, 
.-^hipping  goods,  etc.,  198,000,000  of  distinct  manipu- 
lations. Employ  20  hands.  The  building  Qccupied 
by  this  firm  was  formerly  the  Adelphian  Academy, 
an  old  landmark  of  Brockton,  corner  Centre  and 
Montello  Streets. 

Charles  Howard  &  Co.,  needle  manufacturers.  This 
establi.shment  was  founded  iu  1857  by  Mr.  Howard, 
who  continued  it  as  sole  proprietor  until  18G9,  when 
his  sons,  Charles  and  H.  H.  Howard,  became  associ- 
ated with  him,  under  the  firm-name  of  Charles  How- 
ard &  Co.  Mr.  Howard  retired  in  1872,  and  the 
business  has  since  been  conducted  by  Charles  and  H. 
H.,    retaining,    however,  the    firm-name   of    Charles 


Howard  &  Co.  During  the  first  year  the  production 
did  not  exceed  75,000  needles.  They  now  manufacture 
nearly  10,000,000  per  year,  cmployitjg  125  hands, 
value  of  annual  product  amounting  to  81U(),UU0. 

lieed  Brothers,  tack  manufacturers.  This  business 
was  established  by  D.  L.  &  F.  S.  Reed  in  1877,  iu 
the  old  Packard  mill.  In  1881  the  firm  built  a  rolling- 
mill  at  Malfield,  and  in  188-1  erected  a  largo  factory, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  by  forty  feet,  two  sUn  ies, 
which  is  supplied  with  a  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  horse-power  engine.  In  1885  the  JIatfield  rolling- 
mill,  erected  in  1881,  will  be  removed  to  Brocktou 
and  enlarged,  and  the  business  will  be  greatly  iu- 
crcased.  Every  branch  of  the  manufacture  will  be 
conducted  on  a  large  scale,  including  tacks,  spikes,  cut 
nails,  and  steel  shanks  for  boots  and  shoes. 

W.  W.  Cross  &  Co.,  tack  manufacturers.  The  old 
factory  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Cross  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  tacks  and  nails,  as  far  as  can  be  learned,  has 
been  occupied  by  various  concerns  for  the  past  one 
hundred  years.  Mr.  Cross,  when  starting  in  1SG9, 
employed  about  10  hands,  and  now  employs  20. 

Among  other  manufactures  are  Field  ik  Kendrick 
and  D.  S.  Packard  &  Co.  (see  biography  of  D.  S. 
Packard),  manufacturers  of  counters  and  stiffenings; 
0.  A.  Miller,  maker  of  the  Miller  treeiug-machines  ; 
D.  Remilliard,  dies;  M.  Linfield  &  Co.,  lasts;  Tuck 
Manufacturing  Company,  shoe-tools  ;  Brockton  Ma- 
chine Company;  Charles  E.  Stone,  patent  jiipings; 
llobert  Clifford  &  Co.,  machine  awls  ;  J.  A.  Nelson, 
paper  boxes  ;  Brockton  Mallet  Company  ;  Herbert  & 
Rapp  Company,  rubber  cloth. 

LIST   OF    PATENTS  GR.VNTED   TO    BROCKTON'   rKOI'LIi,   \V1T11 

THE    DATKS   OF   THE   SAMK. 

Numea,  Date.  Description  uf  Tiileiit. 

_      .  T  n  lorti  f  Making    nitild    I'rum     lu-jtted 

Jesao  Roed Juue      9, 1801 1      ^^^^^ 

"         "     July      16, 1802...Rollin'j.' ininfuriiiiila. 

•'        "    Feb.      22,  l.-^UT-.-i-iitciui;  unJ  liLiiJiii;;  iiuila. 

..        ..       June      3,1808/'""'^'"'"'     ''"'     '"''""'    ''^°' 

'  t         WUOU3. 

"         "  April  15,  1609... Wliefl  1.11  f.e.iiiiKiri.n  plalea. 

"  Sept.  lii,  IMIO... Null  cutting  arnl  lifuiiiuis. 

"  _ Nov.  14,1811... 

"         "  „...Oct.  a'.;,  ISH...           " 

"        "  Dec.  16,  18U...MBiiufacturini;  iniils. 

"         "  Aug.  1,  181U.. .Milking  t.uka. 

..                                  »„,il  91    IK-.I  I  Slitliiig.iron   und   feeiliiij;  al>- 

"         •'     Feb.  3,  1820... I'luiinBini;  Se;i  loluiid  cotton. 

„         ^  ,  -  ,,.,,  (  Furnact)  Iu  ■'•■ni.-nilo  »[i-uiu  for 

•*        **    . Jhq.  o.  IbJl.^  1 

./,  10.J*  1^      culliiiiry  I'tiriJusea. 

"         "    Aug.  6,  l8;U...Iuipi'uvi.-d  ininii'.l 

••     Sept.  l,18:U...Curn -ali.ll.T. 

Jnnien  Hall _ _July  27,  l»32...MucUilie  for  [...iiitiii;;  pega. 

Joaae  Rued Nov.  IK,  lBJ:i..  Caat  iron  pmitp. 

..    ■•  July  22,i833{''';',f,|,j!';;l^'""""-'-="^"''  '""■ 

Jiilin  Hull May        G,  1h;)0...5IjicIiiub  for  nmkln;;  al.oea. 

Jeaoo  Hood July  24.  1SJ8... Iui|.iovi-d  piiir.|p. 

.      .  .,  n         ,  .  ot   ,ojn  I  luipiovid  mi:-lllod  of  tuiiuiut' 

Azul  H.  Buzzel -..Aug.  25,  1840  |      „,|„.|tatliur. 

Jeose  Iloed April     10.  1841...Iniprove.l  puinp.' 

Joai^ili  J.  C<iucli March  27,  18411. ..Slucliiii.'  f..r  .li  lllini.-  rotUa. 

Julius  Thompaou -..Sept.       7,  1852...mow-pjpB  for  .It  iili-.la. 

laaac  T.  Packard Sept.  28.  1852  {  "X;,:',,!'::"""'*  '"'  ""^' ' 

Henry   Eddy Sept.  19.  1854.    Iniprovcl  l.i-.liivo. 

„       ,  r.  „,,„,-(  luipfovod  method  of  liuni;llig 

Somnes  Duubum Dec.  25,  1865  |      ^^^_ 
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Named.  Date.  Dedciiptiou  of  Pateot. 

I.-;iiic  .\.  Diuilinln June     24,  lSG.'i,..SlioenitikrrH'  edge-pluiieH. 

Marliii  Snow .\piil      8,  185G....>puki;-bliavia. 

,,,.,,  ,  „    ,„.,  f  Ijuprovod  uiiide  of  cointruct- 

U»ury  L,iay Jau.        0,  18.-,7  |      i,',^  |,„r,e-.lall«. 

flmpronii  nicllic.il   of  adjust- 
Slanley  Packard April    '11,  1657 -J      inRaiid  liuMing  knivts  on 

1         bpukO'tllluVftl. 

T           .    TV      I  c      .      oo  ,cr7  f  Edfe-planes      for      trinimiug 

Isaac  .\.  Dunham Sept.     22,  1bo7  |      |j;^,J  ^^j  ^,,^^  ,^|^^ 

_                      ,      ,.  XI        1      (1    ,c,Bu  (Macliiuo     tor     pricking     and 

E.  Suiuiior  Suell Marcli    9,  1858  J      ,;„nii,g  lifda. 

.      „  ,    ,        .,„  ,^-„  (  Ilrel-.liavta     for     booU    and 

V.iianes  Snull July      20,  lho8|      b|,u^.„_ 

Daniel    G.   Gret-no,   ad-") 

»ignor    to     «elf    and  >Aug.      30,  1859. ..Improved  wagon  wroucli. 
AVillium  Naali.  ] 

(  Machine    for   skiving,    trini- 

Williani  H.  ItoundB Feb.         7,1800-^      mii.;.',       and       chan.fering 

I     leather. 
„     ,,  ■      •.    ,„  ,u,-n  I  Eilge-planea    for    Uots     and 

E.  Sumner  Subll April    10,  18C0  j      ,|,„,|.3 

,      ,„          ,,  i.,M    17   is.nJ  Stasiug     supporter     for    Die- 

Azel  r.eynoldd April    17,  IbbOj      ehanics. 

Calel.  II.  r.ickard Feb.       22,  1802. ..Improved  clotlies-wi  inger. 

Jubii  W.  ICiu^uiaii — ,  18li2...ConiiMjBltion  for  loofing. 

E.  W.  li.iled,a»i.iguorto\  jj       |j  _   i|jc.-i... improved  woud-saw  frames. 
John  Kill*.  1  ' 

^    *'\,7]"^"\.'^''^"°'\  Feb.  9,  1S04... Improved  lasUng  tack, 
to  William  I:axou,        j 

T.  K.  Itued  Aug.  — ,  lSG4...E>eletIiug  machine. 

Heed  4  Packard Aug.  23,  1804. ..Catch  button. 

.,      .  ,,.,.,  fBIachinu  for  cutting    leather 

Aberdeen  keith Sept.  -,  l8W  |     into  coun.er,. 

.r,   ,.     ■  /^   T»   Ti  II        I  ...    lof-  f  Combined  cultivator  and  hai- 

E.  D.  X  0.  B.  Reyuolda....Jan.      24,  I860  <      ^.^^^ 

T.  K.  rtoed - March  — ,  ISUo... Improved  mouth  for  bagd. 

„.  ,,  .      .,  .....e  I  Clasp    for     faatetiiug    wheel- 
Walker  i:  Tribou .\pnl    — ,  ISOS-i      j.j|'j|j_ 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  recording;  the  above  list 
to  show  to  what  extent  the  people  of  the  town  have 
been  an  inventive  people.  By  these  we  can  see  that 
there  has  been  a  considerable  of  patience  and  perse- 
vering industry  in  the  town  since  the  year  1800. 

Jesse  Reeu. — Amonj;  the  prominent  ones,  and 
deserving  special  notice,  is  tliat  of  Jesse  Reed,  wiio 
was  born  in  North  Bridgewatcr,  Aug.  29,  1778.  At 
the  age  of  nine  years  he  went  to  Easton  to  reside  with 
Mr.  Dean,  with  whom  he  resided  three  years,  during 
which  time  his  mechanical  taste  was  displayed  in  the 
cuu>truction  of  a  trip-hammer,  put  iu  operation  by  a 
wheel  and  cam-shaft,  propelled  by  water.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  he  returned  to  his  father,  and  .soon 
after  con.^tructed  the  main  part  of  a  wooden  clock. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  joiner 
in  Randolph,  Mass.,  where  he  served  a  regular 
apprenticeship  at  that  business. 

During  this  period  he  tried  his  skill  on  perpetual 
nuitidu,  and  the  result  of  his  labors  is  thus  given  iu 
his  uwn  words:  "  I  worked  two  days  and  three  uightt 
without  sleep.  The  last  night,  a  little  before  day- 
light, I  got  it  ready  to  put  into  operation  ;  and,  to 
avoid  notice,  I  went  into  a  little  pine  grove  with  a 
friend  to  put  it  together  and  set  it  in  motion.  I 
found  tliat,  as  soon  as  it  was  put  together,  it  would 
go  as  well  one  way  as  the  other,  and  that  it  would 
not  go  either  way  without  help.  I  was  then  fully 
Convinced  that  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  man  to 
put  machinery  together  so  as  to  produce  perpetual 
motion,  and  that  nothing  short  of  the  power  to  create 
could  do   it.     To   this  belief  I   have   ever  since  ad- 


I  hered."     His   first    invention    was    a    rotary  puntp, 
'  which    was    soon    laid    aside.      His    mind    was    next 
:  drawn   to   improvements   in   the   manufacture   of  cut 
nails  from  heated  rods ;  his  next  plan  was  to  roll  the 
i  iron  to  a  thickness,  and  slit  it  into  pieces  uf  the  right 
!  size  for  the   body  of  the   nail,  and   tlattcii  the  jioiut  ; 
;  but  this  plan  failed.     The  next  plan  was  to  cut  and 
head   nails  at  one  operation.       Soon   alter   this    he 
i  established  a  machine-shop   in   a   small   house,  near  a 
i  waterfall,    the    upper    part   of    which    he   Used    as   a 
I  residence,   the    lower    portion    as    a   .~hop.      Here    he 
j  built  two  or  three  nail-maehincs,  which  caused  him 
I  pecuniary  embarrassment,  and  he  lost  all, — his  labor 
and    money.     From    thence    he  removed    to    Boston 
and  worked  at  his  trade  o{  joiner,  and  was  employed 
in  constructing  the   first  lock   on    tlie  canal  through 
Medway.      He  then  removed  to  Providence,   R.  I.  ; 
from   thence   he  removed    to  West   Bridgewatcr,  and 
commenced  making  a  machine  for  making  fourpeuuy 
nails,  to  be  propelled  by  foot,  making  sixty-two   nails 
per  minute.     He  next  made   machines  for  fourpeniiy 
and  sixpenny  naib,  and  set  up  in  Plymouth,  Mass.  ; 
from     thence    he    removed    to    King.-.ton,    iu    ISOS. 
About  this  time  he  invented  a  machine  for  pulver- 
izing   dye-woods,   for   Messrs.    Barrett   c'v:   Shattuck, 
silk    dyers,    of    Maiden.     Since    that    time    he    has 
invented  several  machines  for  diifcrent  purposes,  as 
machines    for     steering    vessels,    difl'ereut     kinds    of 
pumps,  cotton-gins,  treenail-machines,  etc. 

Mr.  Reed  was  a  man  of  indefatigable  industry, 
and  of  indomitable  perseverance.  He  made  and  lost 
several  fortunes  in  his  day.  Free  and  generous  iu 
his  manners,  he  was  not  one  who  hoarded  his  gains 
to  increase  his  own  stores,  but  cousidered  himself  as 
a  public  servant,  and  expended  on  new  iiiveiitioiis 
the  fruits  of  previous  toils.  In  his  old  age,  not  a 
millionaire  resting  from  his  labors,  he  was  ever  at 
work,  with  a  mind  as  active  and  vigorous  as  when 
young,  at  Marshfield,  Mass.,  where  he  closed  his 
eventful  lil'e. 

Among  the  inventions  of  Mr.  Reed  we  notice  sev- 
eral of  the  patents  are  for  use  in  the  making  of  shoes 
and  boots,  which  have  been  of  great  service  to  the 
public. 


!  CHAPTER    XVIII. 

Public  Ruudd — Streetd,  Avenuoa,  and  Places  ia  Brockton — 't'hu 
Old  Turnpiko, 

Public  Roads. — The  layiug  out  of  public  roads  has 
some  interest  to  the  stranger,  serving  to  locate  some 
of  the  early  residents  of  the  town.     The  proniiiient 
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tliorouglifare  through  this  town  was  what  was  termed 
the  "  OIJ  Bay  Patli,"  reaching'  far  out  towards  the 
shore  towus.  This  was  also  called,  in  the  records  of 
early  date,  tiie  "  Country  Road,"  and  which  extended 
the  entire  length  of  tlie  town,  and  at  first  was  very 
crooked.  Many  of  the  earliest  roads  were  but  the 
foot-paths  of  Indians,  and  it  was  common  to  build 
roads  in  the  tracks  that  were  used  by  tliem  in  their 
travels. 

The  following  are  published,  hoping  they  may  be 
of  some  interest  to  the  people  of  the  town  in  whicli 
they  are  located  : 

1673.  Tliouias  Sneil  waa  to  make  and  maintain  two  horse 
bridgea,  one  at  the  hither  end  of  Sa]i:,bury  Plain  over  the  brooI<, 
and  another  over  the  river. 

1741.  A  road  from  Ames'  land,  by  Downey's  bouse,  and  so 
on,  between  Abiel  Packard's  and  Daniel  Pwichards'  land,  to  tlio 
Country  road. 

17J2,  .Se|iteuiber.  Layed  out  a  way  from  Hay  Path  or  Coun- 
try road  to  William  Packard's  house,  past  David  Packard,  Jr.'s, 
bouse. 

1744,  March  30.  Road  from  Daniel  Ames',  running  between 
Daniel  Richards'  and  Downey's  bouse. 

17S1,  Jl.iroli  10.  Road  from  Abram  Packard's,  by  land  of 
Benjamin  Kingman  and  Lieut.  Henry  Kingman,  to  Simeon 
Packard's. 

17S5,  Maruli  14.  From  Widow  Mary  Uoward's,  at  the  bead 
of  the  way,  easterly  of  Mrs.  Howard's,  continuing  the  same 
point  to  tlio  southwest  corner  of  Abington. 

1780,  March  2S.  A  road  one  hundred  rods  long  o&  westerly 
side  of  liay  road,  northerly  side  of  Rov.  John  Porter's  land, 
and  adjoining  lienjauin  Packard's  land,  to  'i'buuias  Mocom- 
bcr's  bouse.  { 

17S'J.  iMarch  24.  Road  bogiuning  at  road  leading  from  Jo- 
seph .-^noil's  and  Joseph,  Jr.'s,  at  Nathan  Keith's  line,  to  tho 
southeast  corner  of  Akerman  Pettingill's  land,  by  Ephraim 
Jackson's  and  Anna  and  Keziah  Keith's  laud,  to  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Jacob  Dunbar's. 

17'J0,  .March  lU.  Ituad  beginning  at  southwest  corner  of 
Jacob  Riekard's  land,  and  then  running  west  in  the  two-mile 
grant  to  Kaston. 

17U»,  .March  19.  Another  road  a  little  south  from  Mark 
Ford's,  running  east  to  Jonas  Packard's  house. 

17'.U,  March  14.  From  north  boundary  of  Asa  Keith's  land, 
then  to  the  bridge  north  of  Salisbury  Plain,  called  Drift  road. 
179o,  March  11.  Road  beginning  where  the  road  tltrou"!) 
the  AVest  Shares  (so  calleil)  in  the  North  Precinct  strikes  the 
four-mile  line,  running  caitcrly  on  said  line  to  road  leading  by 
Dr.  Philip  IJryant's. 

1799,  May  13.  Road  beginning  at  colony  line,  between  Ed- 
ward Faxon's  and  Joliu  Hunt's,  then  running  south,  then  cast 
to  Abingion  line. 

ISOl,  April  li.  Road  from  ridge  near  John  Bisbee's,  on  Bea- 
ver Brook,  to  Deacon  David  Edson's,  to  where  a  gate  lately 
stood. 

ISUl,  October  12.  Road  beginning  at  the  intersecting  of  two 
roads  at  westerly  end  of  mill-dam  at  Howard's  aaw-mill,  so 
called,  caot  aud  north  over  said  dam,  and  called  the  Mill-Daui 
road. 

ISO."!,  April  2j.  Road  beginning  at  middle  of  road  oppo^i^o 
southwest  corner  of  Nathaniel  Sncll's  wood-land,  lying  on  road 
leading  from  Shepard  Sncll's  to  Samuel  V.  Turner's. 

lS03,  April  2a.  Also  a  road  beginning  east  side  of  road  lead- 


ing from  Lieut.  Samuel  Brett's  to  Deacon  Josiah  Earaes'  house, 
at  southeast  corner  of  land  of  Josiah  Packard's  heirs,  east  to 
Abington  line. 

181S,  October  29.  Drift  road  laid  out  at  Campello,  from  the 
buryiug-ground  to  Sprague's  factory. 

1321,  October  29.  Road  from  John  Smith's,  near  scbool-huuse, 
to  bridge  west  of  Abel  Kingman's. 

1522,  November  4.   Road  from  Oalen  Packard's  to Street, 

leading  by  Ephraim  Cole's. 

1523,  May  12.  Road  from  near  Samuel  Ford's  to  Jonas  Rey- 
nolds'. 

lS2.'i,  September  22.  Road  leading  from  near  Jiicob  Pack- 
ard's to  where  it  intersects  the  road  west  of  Jacob  Fuller's,  now 
known  Its  "Town  Farm." 

1831,  December  19.  Road  leading  from  nearly  front  of  Wil- 
liam Gary's  dwelling-house,  running  northerly  till  it  intersects 
the  old  road  leading  from  William  Gary's  to  Mike's  Brook. 

1834,  November  1.  Road  from  Gapt.  Asa  Jones'  to  Joseph 
Brett's,  built  by  John  Packard. 

133fi,  July  11.  Road  leading  from  Capt.  Ziba  Keith's  to  West 
Bridgewater  line  and  East  Bridgenater. 

1S37,  April  4.  Road  from  Caleb  Copeland's  to  Jesse  P.ick- 
ard's  widened  aud  straightened. 

1841.  Road  from  Sidney  Howard's  to  AVillard  Sncll's. 

1841,  July  21.  Road  from  north  corner  of  Tyler  Cobb's  to  A. 
K.  Borden's. 

1S42,  March  14.  Road  from  Capt.  David  Ames'  to  Benjamin 
Ames'. 

1844,  April  22.  Road  from  John  Ido's  bouse  to  Warren  God- 
dard's. 

1846,  March  4.  Rood  south  portion  of  Pond  Street  and  Elm 
Street. 

1346,  June  15.  Montello  Street,  from  Lincoln  to  Centre 
Streets. 

1S47,  March  29.  Road  from  Main  Street,  in  Campello,  to 
Campello  depot. 

180U,  April  19.  Eliot  Street,  from  Asa  B.  Jones'  to  Montello 
Street,  and  across  railroad,  east. 

IS.'il,  October  6.  Pond  Street,  from  Warren  Uoddard's  to 
Spring  Street. 

1852,  March  22.  Road  from  corner  Rockland  Street,  near 
Au.stin  Snow's  dwelling-house,  running  west  to  Turnpike  Stieet. 

1352,  February  27.  Road  from  Sidney  Packard's  house  east 
to  Curtis'  land. 

1853,  February  28.  Road  from  hotel  to  Crescent  Street. 

1853,  March  23.  Road  from  Spring  Street  north  to  Apolos 
Packard's. 

1854,  February  14.  Road  from  the  late  Caleb  Howard's  farm 
to  the  turnpike. 

1854,  February  14.  North  side  of  Elm  Street  widened. 

1854,  December  7.  Road  from  westerly  si.le  of  Montello 
Street,  near  William  Snell's  house,  to  Maiu  Street,  in  Caiii|.ello. 

135G,  June  15.  Rood  from  northeast  corner  of  Lyman  Clark's 
land,  past  railroad  depot,  to  Azel  Packard's.' 

ISCO,  February  15.  Grove  Street,  from  Main  Street  to  rail- 
road. 

'  AVhen  the  commissioners — John  B.  Turner,  of  Scituatc, 
Thomas  Savery,  of  Wareham,  and  Joshua  Smith,  of  Hanson — 
were  called  to  lap  out  Centre  Street,  that  leads  ironi  Robinson's 
store  to  railroad  depot,  and  so  on  to  Abington  road,  passing 
the  cemetery,  they  thought  it  could  not  be  called  a  public  thor- 
oughfare. The  road  was  finally  built  through  the  generosity  of 
public'Spiritcd  individuals,  among  whom  were  Col.  ICdward 
Southworth,  Frauklin  Ames,  Esq.,  Charles  Packard,  aud  others 
interested. 
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ISCl.  (jrecn  Street,  ncrnsa  Puri.>h  Green,  from  Cul.  E.  South- 
worth's  store,  to  Puiul  Street. 

Streets,  Avenues,  and  Places  in  Brockton. — 

The  followiug  list  corupriics  tlie  different  streets  in 
tlie  city  as  named  and  on  record  : 

Main  Street,  from  OliI  Colony  line,  Eii.st  Stoughton,  to  West 
JJridyeuater  line.  Albion  Street,  from  Jubn  May's  eurner  to 
ILuwarU  Street. 

Howard  Street,  from  Main,  luar  Williani  C.  Leonard'^,  to 
Ea^it  Kaiulol|ili  Hue. 

Winter  Street,  from  Howard  Street,  near  Willard  Snell'-s,  to 
the  corner  Dear  Widow  Martin  Gary's. 

Quiney  Street,  from  llandolph  line,  at  Sassafras  Stake,  to 
the  corner  near  Samuel  Packard's. 

Che.-^tnut  Street,  from  Randolfdi  line,  near  Daniel  Faxon's, 
to  Quiney  Street,  noiir  Simeon  Warren's. 

A.>blund  Street,  from  Main,  near  the  buryinj^-j^round,  to 
Abin^ton  line. 

Gary  Street,  fron»  Gre^eent,  near  F.  Sylvester's,  crossinj^  Ash- 
land, by  Eilward  B.  Packard's,  to  Quiney  Street. 

Ames  Avenue,  from  Main,  near  David  Ames',  to  Gary  Street. 

MoDtello  Street,  from  Ames  Avenuo,  near  the  l>uryinj;-ground, 
to  Plain  Street. 

Court  Street,  from  Main,  near  Da\  iil  Cobb's  store,  cro^siuj^ 
Montcllo,  Gary,  and  Quiney  Slreeta,  to  Abington  line. 

Centre  Street,  from  Main,  near  Lyman  Clark's,  crossing  Mon- 
tello,  Gary,  and  Quiney  Streets,  to  Abiiigton  line. 

Short  Street,  from  Centre,  near  Alvah  Noyes',  to  Court  Street, 
near  widow  Ueliance  Auioa'. 

Crescent  Street,  from  Main,  near  Micab  Faxon's,  to  Centre 
Street. 

School  Street,  from  Main  to  Crescent. 

Pine  Street,  from  Crescent,  near  Sprague's  Factory,  to  South 
Abington  line. 

Plain  Street,  from  Main,  near  Ziba  ICeith's,  to  West  Bridgo- 
water  line,  near  Josiuh  Dunbar's. 

Sunimor  Street,  from  Pine  to  Plain   Street. 

East  Street,  fiom  Sumuier,  near  Jesse  Packard's  (2d),  to  West 
Bridgewater  line,  by  Enos  Thayer's. 

Hammond  Street,  from  Pine  to  E;ist  Street. 

South  Street,  from  Main,  near  Joaiah  W.  Kingman'?,  to 
Liberty  Street,  at  (iaien  and  Salmon  Manly'a. 

Belmont  Street,  from  Main,  near  Uufas  P.  Kingman's,  to 
Kaston  line. 

Manly  Street,  from  Belmont,  near  Martin  Dunbar's,  to  Lib- 
erty, near  d'alcn  Manly's. 

Mill  Street,  from  Manly  to  Celmuut  Street. 

Linwood  Street,  from  lielmont,  near  Fisku  Ames'  to  West 
Bridgewatcr  line. 

Ash  Street,  from  Belmont,  by  Perei  Crocker's,  to  South 
Street. 

Grove  Street,  from  Main  to  Sprague's  Factory. 

Pond  Street,  from  Belmont,  near  Joaiah  Packard's,  to  the 
corner  near  Freeman  Dexter's. 

Elm  Street,  from  .\Lun,  near  W.  F.  Brett's,  to  Pond  Street. 

High  Street,  from  SLiin  to  Pond  Street,  near  Bev.  Warren 
(joddard's,  on  "  Goddard  Heights." 

Plesisant  Street,  from  Main,  near  Fir?t  Congregational  Church, 
to  Ea>ton  line. 

Spring  Street,  from  Main,  near  John  Battles',  to  Pleasant 
Street. 

Prospect  Street,  from  Main,  near  A^a  D.  Jones',  to  Pleasant 
Street,  near  Cross  Tack  Factory. 

Oak  Street,  from  Main,  near  William  C.  Leonard's,  to  Turn- 
idke  Street. 


Battles  Street,  from  Main,  near  Thomas  Wale>',  to  Oak  Street. 

Eaton  Street,  from    Prospect  to   Battles  Street,  near   Xahuni 
Battles'. 

Cross   Street,  from   Prospect  to  Battles  Street,   near  Zibcon 
Brett's, 

Turnpike  Street,  from  Stouglitou   line  to  West  Bridgewater 
line. 

Sumner    Street,    from    Pleasant,    near     Menlt    Fn^neb's,    to 
Stoughton  line. 

West  Street,  from   Pleasant,  near  Eliphalet  Thayer's,  to  Bel- 
mont Street. 

Kocktand  Street,  from  Belmont,  near  Fiske  Aiiic^i',  cros=ing 
Turnpike  Street,  to  Eatton  line. 

Church  Street,  from   Kocklaod,  near  Silas  Snow',-",  to  Turn- 
pike Street. 

Liberty  Street,  from  Turnpike,   at  'I'llden's  Corner,   to  We-t 
Bridgewater  lino. 

Stone  liill  Street,  from  Turnpike,  near  M.  L.  Ueytiold's,  to 
Eustoa  line. 

Chapel  Street,  from  Main  to  Monlello,  near  David  Howard's. 

Abbott  Place,  from  Prospect,  southerly, 

Allen,  from  Montello  to  Main,  near  the  bridge. 

Almshouse  Lane,  from  Hammond  to  the  alm^liuuse. 

Alton,  from  o99  Main  to  iligb, 

Ames,  from  Main,  between  iJaltles  anil  Oak,  to  Gary. 

Ames  road,  from  Belmont,  near  A\'est,  to  North  Itlajton  tine. 

Appleton,  from  Wyiiiau  to  Prospect. 

Arcb  (private  way),  from  Main  tii  Montello. 

Arlington,  from  Belmont,  opposite  Newton,  to  West  Elm. 

Atherton  Court,  from  32U  Main  Street. 

Auburn,  from  ALiin,  near  Winthrop  west,  to  Pund. 

Auburn,  from  Perkins  Avenuo,  to  Otto  (Gampcllo;. 

Bartlett^  from  533  Main,  near  the  bridge,  to  Pond. 

Bay,  from  Crescent,  near  Snell  it  Alherton's  factory,  to  Centre. 

Beacon,  from  opposite  H  Spring  to  Pleasant. 

Belair,  from  Prospect  to  i'teusant. 

Belmont   Avenuo,   from   Belmont   (o   W^e^t    Elm,   Winchester 
Park. 

Birch,  from  Centre  to  Hill. 

Bolton  Avenue,  tiout  Montello  to  Allen. 

Boydcn,  from  Court,  near  the  G;itholie  Cemetery,  north. 

Bradford  Place,  from  Centre,  near  railroad,  north. 

Brett,  fiom  Belmont  to  West  Elm. 

Broad,  from  Main  to  Montello,  between  Ames  and  llowaid. 

Brook,  from  Belmont  to  beyond  AVest  Bartlctt. 

Brunswick,  from  Brett  to  Elm  Avenue. 

Bryant,  frotu  Court  to  Sylvester  (  Plensantvillc). 

Byron  Avenue,  from  Bolmnnt  to  Elm  (^  \Villche^ter  P. irk). 

Culmar,  trom  Main,  M.  U.  Uey nolds'  faetury,  *ve.-t. 

Canal,  from  West  Elm  to  Belmont,  next  above  Pond. 

Cedar,  from  Winter  to  Sylvan  (Huntington  JleiLchts). 

Charles,  from  Main,  near  A.  T.  Jone^'  house,  to  Montello. 

Cherry,  from  Prospect,  near  l*ond,  to  Ford. 

Chester  Avenue,  from  Belmont  to  West  llartlett. 

Cbes(uut,  from   North  Abington   line,   near  <Juiiicy,  to  Hoi- 
brook  line. 

Church,  from  410   Main,  opposite  Lyman   Block,  to   raihuavl 
depot. 

Clark's  Court,  from  IVJ'.i  Main. 

Clifton  Avenue,  from  Main  (Gampello)  to  beyond  Pond. 

Clinton,  froui  Grove,  near  Old   Colony  pLailroad   (Campellul, 
to  Montello. 

Clinton  Avenue,  from  Belmont,  opposite  Cottage,  to  -6  Elm. 

Copeland,  from  Market  to  West  Bridgewater  line  ( Campcll'* ,. 

Coral,  from  Forest  to  Summer  (Gampello). 

Cottage,  from  Belmont,  opposite  GUnton  Avenue,  to  j  Bartlelr: 
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Cre>L'eut  Place,  from  Crescent,  east  of  rnilroad,  south. 

Curtis,  from  Crescent,  o(>|msite  to  Lyiuao,  to  Pino. 

Curve,  Irom  Grove  north. 

Denton,  from  Tribou  suulb  to  Taluiar  (Cj-inpello). 

Depot  1  Cani|)ello),  from  Muin,  opposite  Orthodox  Church,  tu 
railroad  vlepot. 

Dover,  from  Main  to  Pond. 

Dyer,  from  Winter  to  William  (Huntington  Heights). 

East  liridgcwutcr  road  or  Plain  Street,  from  Main  (Cam- 
pello)  to  ICast  Bridgewater  line. 

East  Kim,  from  Main,  opposite  EIui,  to  Montello. 

Ea>t  Union,  from  Grove  to  OKI  Colony  Railroad. 

Edion,  from  Summer,  near  Co|)eland  sclioo!  to  East. 

Elliot,  from  Main,  near  Ford'd  shoe-factory,  to  Emmet. 

Elm  Avenue,  from  Belmont  to  West  Elm  (AVinchester  Park). 

Emer.-nn  Avenue*,  from  Main,  near  Howard,  to  Extension 
^MontL-lIu). 

Emmet,  from  Elliot  to  Ashland,  near  Old  Colony  Railroad. 

Enterprise,  from  Broad  north,  between  Main  and  Muutello. 

Essex,  from  Tremont  north. 

Everett,  from  Centre,  near  tho  bridge,  to  Court. 

Field's  Avenue,  from  Prospect  to  Pleasant. 

Field  Lane,  from  2yy  Main,  westerly. 

First,  from  Myrtle  to  Menlo  (Menlo  Park). 

Florence,  from  Muiu,  opposite  Packard,  to  beyond  Pond. 

Ford,  from  Main,  near  Ashland,  to  Pond. 

Forest,  from  Coral  to  Auburn  (Campello). 

Forcat  .Avenue,  from  Main  beyond  Pond,  projected  to  Fair 
Ground. 

Foster,  from  Pond,  near  Hervey,  westerly. 

Frauklin,  from  Main,  opposite  First  Congregational  Church, 
to  Muntello. 

Fremont,  from  Main,  near  Huntington,  tu  Montello. 

French's  Court,  from  3lJ  Main,  westerly. 

Fulltr,  from  Bolm^.nt  to  West  Bartlctt. 

Fulton,  from  Chestnut  north,  between  Main  and  Pond. 

Garlield,  from  Main  to  Montello  (Campello). 

Glcnvvuud,  from  Pleasant  to  Highland. 

Glenwuod  Avonue,  from  <ile»wood,  westerly. 

Glennnud  St^uare,  from  Pleasant  to  Glenwood. 

Grand,  from  Alain  to  Muntellu  (<Jampello). 

Grant,  from  Cary  to  Forest  Avenue. 

Green,  from  371  Main  to  Pf)nd. 

Green  Place,  from  Clifton  Avenue,  near  Pond,  southerly 
(Campello). 

Hancock,  from  Main  to  Montello,  north  of  Grove. 

Haidy  Avenue,  from  South,  beyond  Pond,  southerly  (Cam- 
pello). 

Harvard,  from  Main,  ne.\t  Winthrop,  to  beyond  Pond. 

Haverhill,  from  :{IU  Main  to  Walnut. 

Hayes  .\vonue,  off  Court,  east  of  Old  Colony  Railroad. 

Ha^'ward,  from  Railroad  .Avenue  to  Bay. 

Henry,  from  Curtis  to  Stephenson  Avenue. 

Jlerrod's  Avenue,  from  Main,  near  A.  M.  Herrod's  shop. 

Hervey,  from  Main,  next  Dover,  to  Pond. 

Highland,  from  GG  Pond,  near  High,  westerly,  toward  West. 

Hill,  from  Mussasoit  Avenue. 

Howard  Place,  from  Wcat  Bartlctt,  between  Newton  and 
Brook. 

Huut,  from  Court  to  Centre. 

Huntington,  from  Main,  beyond  Prospect,  westerly,  to  Pond. 

Huntington  lleigiits,  on  Old  Colony  Railroad,  near  Cary  Hill. 

Jack>un,  from  Perkins  Avenue  to  Uivorviuw. 

Joslyn  Court,  from  Main  to  Centre. 

Keith  A  venue,  from  Main,  at  C.  P.  Keith's  residence,  to  Pond 
(Campello). 


Kimball  Lane,  from  Pond  to  Alton. 

Kingman,  from  Curtis,  north,  to  Centre. 

Kingnnin  Avenue,  from  Curtis  to  Pine,  beyond  Sylvan. 

L,  from  High,  near  Main,  to  Pond. 

Lake,  from  Howard  to  Monument  (Huntington  Heights). 

Laureston,  from  Calmar,  to  below  Sheppard  ((Jampcllo). 

Lawrence,  from  Main,  passing  the  brick  factory,  to  lirove. 

Lcauh's  Avenue,  from  Copeland  (Campello). 

T.cavitt,  from  Brook,  westerly. 

Lcyden,  from  Summer  to  Riverview  (Campello). 

Lcydeu  Park,  otf  East  Bridgewater  road  (Campello). 

Lincoln,  from  School,  near  Main,  to  Bay. 

Linden,  from  Main,  near  Spring,  to  Muntcllo. 

Lyman,  from  Crescent,  junction  Curtis,  to  Pine. 

Lyon  Avenue  (Campello),  from  Main,  westerly,  below  Market. 

Main,  from  East  Stoughton  Line  to  West  Bridgewater  line. 

Maple  Avenue,  from  Main,  opposite  the  Catholic  Church,  to 
Crescent. 

Market,  from  Montello,  across  Main,  to  Pond,  and  to  beyond 
Copeland  Extension  (Campello). 

Marshall's  Corner,  Junction  Belmont,  Mill,  Turnpike,  and 
Stonehouse  Hill  road. 

Mason,  from  Centre,  near  Crescent,  to  Court. 

Mossasoit  Avenue,  from  Curtis  to  Centre. 

Menlo,  from  Pond  west  (Menlo  Park). 

Menlo  Park,  west  of  Pond  and  south  of  Forest  Avonue, 

Mcrrltt's  Court,  from  Pond,  near  Spring,  to  Nahant. 

Monument,  from  Winter  to  Lake  (Huntington  Heights). 

Morse,  from  Rumford.  Avenue  north. 
I        Mulberry,  from  Elliot,  near  Old  Colony  Railroad,  to  Ashland. 

Myrtle,  from  Pond  west  (Menlo  Park). 

Nevin's  Avenue,  from  Main,  east  between  Hancock  and  Pack- 
ard. 

Newton,  from  Belmont,  opposite  Arlington,  south  to  West 
Bartlett. 

Nilsson,  from  Montello,  by  Swedish  Church,  to  Pond  {Cam- 
pello). 

North  Montello,  from  Ashland,  opposite  Montello,  to  Alain. 

Oak,  from  Main,  opposite  Howard,  to  turn)>ike,  alao  to  East 
Stoughton  line. 

Otis,  from  Lawrence,  near  Grove,  to  Crescent. 

Otto,  from  Summer  to  Plain  (Campello). 

Owens  Avenue,  from  Packard  to  Hancock. 

Packard,  from  Main,  next  south  of  Union,  to  Montello. 

Park,  from  Main,  below  the  bridge,  westerly,  to  Pi»nd. 

Pay  ton  Place,  from  Albion,  near  Howard  (Huntington 
Heights). 

Peckham  Avenue,  from  Court,  northerly. 

Perkins,  from  Lawrence,  near  the  railroad,  north  to  Crescent. 

Perkins  Avonue,  from  Montello  (Campello)  to  Summer. 

Perkiu'd  Place,  from  Court,  east  of  Old  Colony  Railroad. 

Pine  Avenue,  from  Clinton,  near  Old  Colony  Railroad  (Cam- 
pello), to  Salisbury  Plain  River. 

Pinkhum,  from  Main,  nearly  opposite  Tremont,  to  Montello 
(Campello). 

Plain,  from  Main  (Campello)  to  East  Bridgewater  line. 

Pleasant  Place,  from  Pleasant,  southerly,  between  JLiin  and 
Pond. 

Ploasantville,  a  district  lying  south  of  Court,  near  tiie  Calli- 
ollc  Cemetery,  west  of  Cary,  and  north  of  Centre,  oppu.site 
Union  Cemetery. 

Pond,  from  Clifton,  crossing  Belmont,  to  Oak,  near  Main. 

Prospect  Avenue,  changed  to  Warren  Avenue. 

Race  Course,  west  of  Main,  near  Campello. 

Railroad,  from  School  to  Centre,  beyond  tho  railroad. 

Richmond,  from  Battles,  westerly. 
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Ridi;\ray  Lune,  from  Montcllo  ne\(  suutb  of  Allen. 

Uivcr,  from  Ashland  to  Emmet. 

Uiverview,  from  Perkins  Avenue  to  LeyJen  (Cauipello). 

Kosaeter,  from  Main  to  Muntello, 

Ruuiforti  Avenue,  from  Kin^tuan  to  Ma^aasoit  .\venue. 

Saliabuiy  Square,  junction  Cix-iiceut  and  Grovo. 

SaD:^om,  from  Jaek^on  to  Leyden. 

fecund,  from  Myrtle  to  Menio  Park. 

Shaw's  Corner,  Quincy,  junction  Centre. 

Sbeppard,  from  Main  (Caiujietio)  to  South  Pond. 

.Skinner,  from  Lawrence,  near  Grove,  to  Otis. 

.South  (^entre,  fruui  Montullo,  between  Allen  and  Lawrence, 
extended. 

SoutliWorth  Court,  from  475  Mair. 

Stundiah,  from  Tyler  to  Gary. 

Standiah  Avenue,  from  Kingman  to  M:L^saaoit  Avenue. 

.Stoddard  Avenue,  from  :il8  Main. 

Jlill  Uuad,  from  Miiraliair^  Corner  to  Torrey. 

.Stepben^jon  Avenue,  from  Maasoaoit  Avenue  to  Henry. 

Sylvan,  from  Lake  to  Monument  (Huntington  Heights). 

Sylvester,  from  liryant,  westerly  (Plcaaantville). 

Sylvester's  Corner,  junction  Centre,  Crescent,  and  Gary, 

Taber,  from  Court,  beyond  the  railroad. 

Temple,  from  Main  to  Montello  (Campello). 

Thatcher,  from  Pine  to  Hammond. 

Thayer,  from  Gary,  near  Aaliland,  to  Ashland. 

Tipperary,  a  district  lying  south  of  .\sbland,  east  of  Old 
Colony  Railroad,  and  north  of  Elliot. 

Torrey,  from  Belmont  at  fair-grounda. 

Track,  from  Foster  to  Florence. 

Tremont,  fiom  Main,  near  Orthodox  Church,  to  Pond  (Cam- 
pello). 

Tribou,  from  Main,  near  Swedish  Church,  to  beyond  Pond 
(Campello). 

Turner,  from  Wyman,  northerly. 

Tyler,  from  Central  to  Court,  beyond  the  bridge. 

Umco,  from  (,'almar,  south  to  Laureaton  (Campello). 

Union,  from  Main,  next  south  of  Lawrence,  to  Montcllo. 

Union  Avenue,  from  Huntington  to  liaitles. 

Wales  Avenue  (private  way),  from  iMain  to  13elmoiit,  rear 
Catholic  Chureij. 

Wall,  from  llelmonl,  beyoud  Arlington,  to  West  Elm. 

Walnut,  from  Prospect  to  beyoud  Wyman,  projected  to 
.Spring. 

Walnut  Avenue,  from  Walnut  to  Pond. 

Ward,  from  Main,  opposite  Green,  to  Montello. 

\\'arrcn  Avenue,  from  Pond,  opposite  Walnut,  to  Prospect. 

Wayland,  from  Prospect  to  Huntington. 

West  Ashland,  from  .Main,  opposite  Ashland,  to  Pond. 

West  Bartlctt,  from  Chester  Avenue  to  Brook. 

Weat  Shares,  Turupike,  between  Pleasant  and  llockland. 

Wliitmau  Place,  from  Montello,  near  Crescent,  weat. 

\Vliitney,  from  Kumford  .Vvcnue  north. 

William,  from  Centre  to  Day. 

William's  Place,  from  Main,  near  Hervey. 

Winchcater  Park  district,  west  of  Pond,  between  West  Elm 
and  Belmont. 

Winllirop,  from  Main  to  beyond  Pond. 

Wood  Park,  near  Pine  and  Summer. 

Wyman,  from  '.".lU  Main  to  Pond. 

The  Old  Turnpike. — The  road  known  as  the  old 
'■  T;iuiiton  Turnpike"  extended  from  South  Boston  to 
Tiiuntou,  passiu;;  through  the  towns  of  Ilayuham, 
Easton,    West     Bridgewator,     Brockton,    Stoughton, 


Randolph,  and  Jlilton.  Its  location  was  like  most 
other  roads  of  that  day, — it  was  laid  out  in  as  near  a 
straight  line  as  could  conveniently  be  done,  without 
regard  to  hills  or  valleys,  believing  the  siiortest  way 
to  be  the  most  expeditious. 

This  road  was  cliartei'ed  as  a  turnpike  cuiporation 
to  Messrs.  John  Gilniore,  Joshua  Gilinore,  Samuel 
Bass,  and  William  P.  Whiting,  and  constituted  the 
"  Taunton  and  South  Boston  Turnpike  Corporation" 
in  June,  ISOG,  and  was  built  during  ISOC  and  1S07. 

This  road  ran  througii  the  westerly  portion  of  the 
town,  or  what  is  well  known  as  tlie  "  West  Shares" 
or  Northwest  Bridgewater,  now  "  Brockti.n  Heights." 
At  one  time  there  was  a  large  amount  of  travel  upon 
this  route,  both  by  stages  and  heavy  baggage  teaius. 

It  is,  however,  of  very  little  account  as  a  toll-road 
at  present,  the  counties  through  which  it  passes  hav- 
ing taken  it  into  their  own  hands  to  repair  and  use 
for  the  public  good. 

"The  old  Turnpike  ia  a  pike  no  more, 
Wide  open  stands  the  gate; 
We  have  made  ua  a  road  for  our  horse  to  stride, 
Which  we  ride  jit  a  tlying  rate. 

"We  have  filled  the  valleys  .ind  leveled  the  hills. 
And  tunneled  the  mountain  side; 
And  'round  the  rough  crag's  dizzy  verge 
Fearlessly  now  wo  ride." 


CHAPTER   XIX. 

EARLY    HABITS    AND    CU.STO.MS. 

Social  Life — Parties — Spinning  Matche..  —  Raising  Fla.^ — 
Proccaa  of  iSIauufacture — Dress  of  Men  and  Womeu — 
Amusements — Raisings — Style  of  Architecture — Use  of 
Cranes — Tinder-Boxes — Food  of  the  Early  [nhabitants — 
Drinks — Well-Sweep — Rising  and  Retiring  Early — .\ttend- 
anco  on  Church  Worship. 

The  people  of  Brockton,  in  its  early  settlement, 
were  on  a  footing  of  remarkable  eijuality.  Their 
social  manners  and  customs  were  very  simple, 
friendly,  and  unceremonious.  Visiting  was  common 
and  frequent  among  neighbors,  and  without  the  for- 
malities of  invitation.  When  a  company  of  neigh- 
bors were  invited,  the  women  went  early,  taking  their 
knitting  and  babies  with  them,  and  spent  the  after- 
noon, and  the  men  went  in  season  to  take  supjier  and 
return  in  the  evening.  Many  of  the  social  gatherings 
partook  of  the  useful  as  well  as  the  agreeable.  They 
joined  together  to  help  their  neighbors  husk  their 
corn  or  to  raise  a  building,  and  occasionally  Some 
neighboring  housewife  had  a  quilting  party,  in  which 
all  the  good  housewives  gave  an  afternoon  to  make  a 
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covering  for  u  bed.  In  the  social  gatherings  of  the 
young  pi-ople,  dancing  was  a  favorite  amusement,  and 
generally  using  a  fiddle.  If  that  could  not  be  had, 
they  used  to  dance  by  whistling  and  singing  the  tune. 
Spinning  matches,  at  one  time,  were  quite  common, 
and  the  people  made  their  own  cloth  and  yarn,  and 
hence  were  obliged  to  raise  their  flax.  Nearly  every 
farmer  in  town  owned  and  cultivated  a  patch  of 
ground  devoted  to  that  purpose.  We  here  give  an 
account  of  the  method  of  preparing  it  fur  use.  The 
quantity  of  seed  required  for  an  acre  varied  frotu 
one-half  to  three  bushels.  The  stalk  or  stem,  when 
grown,  w;is  of  a  pea-green,  and  from  two  to  three 
feet  ill  height,  bearing  a  blue  blossom,  which  ripened 
into  a  ball  that  contained  the  flax  seed.  When  the 
flax  was  ripe,  it  was  pulled  carefully  by  the  roots, 
tied  into  small  handfuls,  left  to  dry  on  the  ground  a 
day  or  two,  then  set  up  in  small  stocks,  and,  after 
becoming  well  dried,  was  stacked  in  a  field  a  fort- 
night or  more.  Then  the  seed  were  thrashed  out, 
and  sometimes  dipped  in  water  for  a  week  or  more, 
and  evenly  and  thinly  spread  out  on  the  grass  to  be 
rotted.  This  being  sufficiently  done,  it  was  packed 
away  for  the  winter,  and,  as  soon  as  the  fair  days  ap- 
peared in  spring,  there  was  a  general  turn-out  of  men 
for  dressing  flax,  which  consisted  of  separating  the 
fibrous  thread  from  the  stalk.  This  had  to  be  done 
by  several  implements,  called  the  brake,  the  hatchel, 
the  swingling-board  and  knife.  A  smart  man  dresses 
nearly  forty  pounds  a  day.  After  the  process  of 
dressing  and  twisting  it  into  bunches,  it  was  handed 
over  to  the  good  woman  and  her  daughters  to  spin, 
weave,  whiten,  and  convert  into  thread,  cloth,  and 
neat,  beautiful  garments.  Wo  shall  describe  the 
process  of  manufacture,  a.s  follows :  first,  the  hatchel 
was  brought  and  fastened  into  a  chair  with  a  string 
or  stick,  and  the  mother,  with  her  checked  apron,  and 
a  handkerchief  pinned  about  her  neck,  and  another 
handkerchief  tied  about  her  head  to  keep  off  the  dust, 
sat  in  another  chair.  Winding  one  end  of  the  flax 
tightly  around  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  and  hold- 
ing it,  slic  drew  the  flax  through  the  hatchel  till  it  was 
thoroughly  combed  ;  theu,  changing,  slie  combed  in  a 
similar  manner  the  other  end.  Next,  it  was  snarled  or 
wound  on  the  distafi",  and  spun  into  thread  or  yarn 
upon  the  /out-  or  linen-wheel.  That  drawn  out  by 
Iiatt/icliiiij  viViS  called  low,  which  was  carded  by  hand, 
with  hand-cards,  and  spun  upon  the  large  wheel. 
That  was  called  low-ijarn.  From  the  wheel  it  went 
to  the  fi-cl,  and  from  the  reel  to  the  luoni,  which 
nearly  every  family  had,  and  every  woman  knew  how 
to  use,  although  some  families  let  out  their  flax  to  be 
made  into  cloth  and  yarn. 


Thus  we  see  our  ancestors  were  indepeudent  of 
foreign  looms  and  spindles  for  their  ordinary  dress, 
and  for  mere  decorations,  such  as  are  common  at  the 
present  day,  they  had  but  little  regard;  and,  indeed, 
a  showy  costume  would  have  excited  contempt  rather 
than  emulation.  Their  attire  on  the  Sabbath,  as  well 
as  on  working-days,  was  plain.  The  father's  common 
dress  consisted  of  a  woolen  coat,  a  striped  wouleu 
frock,  tow  frock,  and  woolen,  velvet,  tow,  or  leather 
breeches.  These,  with  loug  stockings,  were  fastened 
at  the  knee  by  a  buckle;  in  winter  they  wore  woolen 
or  leather  buskins,  and  thick  cowhide  shoes,  fastened 
with  buckles  on  the  instep.  Their  be»c  hats  were 
what  are  now  called  "  cocked-up  hats,"  turned  up 
with  three  corners,  and  the  more  noted  men  wore 
wigs. 

The  ordinary  outer  dress  of  the  women  in  sum- 
mer was  tow  and  linen  goimis,  checked  "  tyer.->,"  or 
"  aprons,"  and  in  winter  woolen  gowns  and  aprons, 
thick  woolen  stockings,  and  cowhide  shoes.  The 
clothing  was  all  of  their  own  manufacture,  and  every 
house  might  properly  be  called  a  "  home  factory." 
They  not  only  spun  their  own  flax  and  wool,  but 
wove  their  cloth  in  a  hand-loom.  They  also  made 
garments  for  fathers,  sons,  and  brothers  with  their 
own  hands.  They  disdained  no  kind  of  domestic 
labor;  they  needed  no  help.  Contentment  and 
happiness  reigned  in  their  abodes,  and  amid  all  their 
laborious  toil,  personal  wants  were  few,  and,  even 
with  their  limited  means  of  supply,  few  remained 
unsatisfied.  Boys  and  girls  (for  such  they  were  till 
married)  were  early  taught  to  work,  and,  as  soon  as 
they  acquired  muscular  power,  were  taught  to  make 
the  most  of  life,  and  apply  it  to  some  useful  purpo.se, 
and  none  were  allowed  to  waste  it  in  idlenos  and 
dissipation.  There  was  no  distinction  between  the 
laborer  and  employer,  no  dift'erence  between  the 
kitchen  and  the  parlor;  for  that  was  almost  un- 
known, and  generally  shut  up,  except  on  public  days, 
as  Thanksgiving  days,  fasts  and  uhu  like,  most  of 
the  year.  Balls,  concerts,  and  places  of  amusement, 
scenic  exhibitions,  and  tlie  long  list  of  modern 
devices  for  killing  time  were  unknown.  A  "ing,  a 
bee,  a  raising,  a  husking  party,  or  a  domestic  circle, 
a  sleigh-ride  in  the  winter,  or  a  cherry-ride  in  the 
summer,  were  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  recre- 
ation and  social  intercourse,  and  for  tiiose  that  wished 
for  enjoyment  of  a  more  questionable  character,  the 
means  and  associates  were  to  be  found  in  other  locali- 
ties. The  amusements  and  recreation  of  young  men 
were  mostly  of  the  athletic  kind,  as  "playing  ball," 
which  was  always  practiced,  and  is  now  kept  up  in 
spring  and  fall.     Wrestling  was  very  common,  espe- 
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cially  at  i-aisiug.s  and  social  and  public  gatherings. 
When  at  the  raising  of  buildings  the  labor  was  over, 
and  the  uien  stimulated  by  the  treat  all  had  received, 
they  usually  coaiiiieuced  raising  or  luwciing  one 
another.  This  sport  comnicneed  by  two  young 
persons  getting  inside  of  a  ring  formed  by  specta- 
tors, then  older  persons  joined  in  the  same  exercise. 
Wagers  would  be  laid,  and  a  little  more  stimulant 
taken  to  give  elasticity  aud  strength  to  the  parties. 
In  course  of  time  parties  would  get  in  earnest,  angry 
words  and  defiant  gestures  would  be  made,  aud  it 
generally  ended  in  a  fight.  These  wrestling-matches, 
we  are  happy  to  say,  are  nearly  goue  by.  It  may  be 
said  here  that,  at  the  raising  of  buildings,  it  was 
customary  to  call  the  men  of  the  town  together,  aud 
the  owner  was  expected  to  furnish  the  drinks  and 
luuch,  and,  as  soon  as  the  ridgepole  was  fairly  in 
place,  for  the  master  workman  to  dedicate  the  whole 
by  dashing  a  bottle  of  rum  upon  the  frame,  followed 
by  three  hearty  cheers  from  the  company  present. 

We  will  now  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the 
early  customs  iu  regard  to  living,  the  dwellings,  and 
other  ancient  matters.     I'irst  in  order  are  the 

Dwelling-Houses. — The  first  were  built  ot  logs, 
and  called  lug  cabins,  erected  on  land  which  was  usu- 
ally laid  out  in  lots  and  ranges.  Next,  after  the  in- 
troduction of  saw-mills,  came  the  frame  house  of  one 
story  in  height,  and  about  sixteen  by  twenty-four  or 
twenty-five  feet  on  the  ground,  aud  containing  from 
one  to  three  rooms.  The  next  in  order  of  architecture 
was  a  two-story  house,  with  gambrel  roof;  and  some 
were  two-story  iu  front,  with  a  roof  slanting  back  to 
one  story  at  the  back  part.  The  third  order  of 
houses  was  the  hip-roof,  and  was  iutroduced  soon 
after  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  consisted  of  a  two- 
story  house,  with  two  front-rooms,  a  door  iu  the  mid- 
dle, with  a  hall  running  through  the  centre,  and  gen- 
erally a  one-story  L,  on  the  backside,  for  a  kitchen, — 
such  as  the  house  of  Benjamin  Kingman,  the  late 
Eliab  Whitman,  David  Cobb,  in  the  village,  and 
Josiah  W.  Kingman,  Esq.,  at  Carapello,  that  was 
burned  in  1853.  The  windows  in  the  earliest  dwell- 
ings were  either  of  mica  or  diamond-shaped  glass,  set 
in  tin  or  lead.  The  chimneys  were  first  built  of  stoue, 
with  mammoth  fireplaces,  and  an  oven  on  one  side 
running  back,  which,  with  the  chimney,  occupied 
nearly  as  much  room  as  a  modern  bedroom.  In  the 
chimney,  running  from  end  to  end,  was  a  lug-pole, 
usually  made  of  oak,  from  two  to  four  inches  iu  diam- 
eter, on  which  were  hung  hooks  and  trammels  of 
wrought  iron,  so  constructed  as  to  be  raised  and  low- 
ered at  pleasure  to  suit  the  various  sized  kettles, 
which  were  hung  over  the  fire  for  culinary  uses.     In 


the  course  of  time  these  lug-poles  gave  way  to  the 
old  iron  crane,  on  accouut  of  their  liability  to  burn, 
which  was  made  to  swing  into  the  room  or  to  hang 
over  the  fire.  Cranes  were  first  used  iu  this  town 
about  1750.  The  fire  was  made  of  large  logs, — one 
large  one,  called  a  back-log,  being  placed  on  the  back- 
side of  the  fireplace,  usually  from  two  to  four  feet  in 
length ;  two  stones  were  used  for  andirons,  and  a 
large  forestiek  resting  on  the  stones  to  keep  up  the 
fire,  besides  a  backstick  or  the  back-log;  then  a  .-utE- 
ciency  of  smaller  fire-wood  was  piled  up.  a  pitch-pine 
knot  being  placed  under  the  forestiek  and  lighted, 
made  a  rousiug  fire.  At  each  end  of  the  firi[)laces 
were  small  benches  or  stools,  on  which  the  children 
usually  sat,  warming  one  side  and  then  the  other,  till 
they  were  thoroughly  warmed  through,  while  the  old 
folks  were  seated  in  front  upon  a  "  settle"  enjoying 
the  full  blaze.  With  this  they  needed  no  modern 
gas-light,  no  oil,  nor  candles,  for  in  the  evenirjg  pitch- 
pine  knots  were  used,  which  gave  a  strong  and  bril- 
liant light.  Splinters  were  usod  to  carry  about  the 
house,  or  into  the  cellar  for  cider  and  apples,  instead 
of  lamps  and  candles.  Previous  to  the  intrnductioa 
of  friction  matches,  which  are  ol'  a  recent  date,  every 
family  was  supposed  to  have  a  tinder-bux,  which 
consisted  of  a  round  tiu  box  about  six  inches  in 
diameter,  two  inches  deep,  with  a  flat  cover  of  tin,  on 
the  outside  of  which  could  be  inserted  a  candle.  The 
box  contained  tinder,  made  of  burnt  linen  cloth  or 
pieces  of  punk.  By  the  use  of  a  piece  of  flint  upon 
the  corners  of  a  file  or  steel  a  spark  would  catch  iu 
the  punk,  and  then  a  stick,  with  brimstune  on  the 
end,  coming  in  contact  with  the  .>park  si.-t  the  stick 
ou  fire,  from  whence  the  kindling  in  the  fireplace  was 
lighted.  Another  method  in  general  practice  was  to 
cover  "  live"  coals  in  the  fireplace  with  ashes,  so  as  to 
keep  the  fire  alive  on  the  hearth  till  morning.  When 
this  failed  the  tinder-box  was  resorted  to. 

Food. — The  morning  and  evening  meal  usually 
consisted  of  bean  or  pea  porridge,  dipped  out  with  a 
wooden  spoon  into  a  wooden  bowl,  with  bread  aud 
butter.  Coffee  and  chocolate  were  added  upon  extra 
occasions.  Tea  wa.s  seldom  used,  especially  by  the 
children.  The  bread  consisted  of  rye  and  ludiau 
meal;  occasionally  wheat  bread.  The  dinner  con- 
sisted of  salt  beef  or  pork,  with  vegetables  boiled. 
Fresh  meat  was  a  rarity.  Potatoes  are  an  article  of 
comparatively  recent  culture.  For  pudding,  they  had 
baked  or  boiled  Indian  meal.  Tiie  di:ihed  used  iu 
early  days  were  mostly  of  wood.  The  plates  were 
called  trenchers.  These  wooden  utensils  were  the  first 
used ;  they  gradually  gave  way  to  pewter,  aud  still 
later  to  crockery  and  earthen  ware. 
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Drinks. — Malt  beer  was  a  very  commoD  drink  in 
the  early  settlenjoDt  uf  the  country,  which  was  made 
from  barley,  and  was  raised  by  nearly  every  farmer. 
Next  came  cider,  which  soon  supplanted  beer.  This 
was  a  universal  drinlv,  murniag,  noon,  and  night,  each 
lamily  laying  in  from  ten  to  tliirty  barrels  for  a  year's 
stock.  So  common  was  tlie  use  of  cider  that  it  was 
considered  a  mark  of  disrespect  not  to  pass  it  round 
when  a  neighbor  or  traveler  called.  Another  very 
common  drink  was  jlip,  whicli  was  made  of  beer 
sweetened  with  sugar,  with  a  "  loggerhead,"  or  red- 
hut  iron,  thrust  into  it ;  a  little  new  rum  was  then 
poured  iu,  and  nutmeg  sprinkled  into  it.  Tuddy  was 
another  favorite  beverage,  made  of  rum  and  water,  i 
well  sweetened.  A  slick,  flattened  on  the  end,  for 
crushing  the  sugar  and  stirring  it  up,  was  called  tlie 
"toddy-stick."  The  ring  of  the  tumblers,  ;ls  it  hit 
the  sides  in  mixing,  had  its  peculiar  music,  with  which 
uearly  every  one  was  familiar. 

Skillful  men  made  graceful  flourishes  in  making 
another  excellent  drink  called  '■  egg-nog,"  otherwise 
known  as  •'  Tom  and  Jerry, '  which  was  composed  of 
sugar,  milk,  and  spirits,  mixed  with  a  beaten  egg, 
stirred  in  rapidly  till  the  whole  was  made  into  froth, 
and  drank  hot.  There  are  many  now  who  have  not 
forgotten  how  it  tastes,  and  relish  it  quite  well. 

Having  mentioned  many  of  the  drinks  that  were 
stimulating,  we  will  now  describe  another  kind, — cold 
icutti-.  This  is  obtained  from  the  earth,  and  is  a 
natural  production.  Various  means  have  been  iu  use 
for  obtaining  this  liquid.  Tlie  mo.st  aucieut  is  the 
"  well-sweep."  A  well  was  usually  dug  at  a  distance 
of  from  ten  to  fifty  or  more  feet  from  the  house ;  and 
but  a  few  feet  from  the  same  a  post  was  erected,  hav- 
ing a  crutch  on  the  top  end,  in  which  a  long  pole  was 
so  nearly  balanced  and  swung  upon  an  iron  or  wooden 
pin,  that  when  a  bucket  suspended  upon  the  end  of 
another  smaller  pole  that  descended  into  the  water 
was  filled,  it  could  easily  be  drawn  out.  There  are 
but  few  of  this  kind  of  apparatus  for  drawing  water 
now  to  be  found,  only  here  and  there  a  solitary  one. 
Another  means  of  obtaining  water  is  by  a  windlass 
erected  directly  over  a  well,  turned  by  a  crank,  the 
bucket  being  fastened  to  the  end  of  a  rope  that  passes 
over  the  windlass,  and  even  this  has  given  place  to 
the  pump  aud  pipe.  Here  and  there  is  a  natural 
spring,  from  which  water  is  conducted  by  pipes  to 
houses,  supplying  pure,  unadulterated  liquid. 

The  custom  of  ictiriug  and  rising  early  was  uni- 
vei-sal.  The  time  of  retiring  was  eight  to  nine 
o'clock  ;   that  of  rising,  at  dawn  of  day. 

The  utteiidaiice  on  church  worship  was  also  a 
custom  which   nearly  all  practiced.     Elderly  people 


that  owned  horses  rode  double.     The  wife  was  seated 
behind  her  husband  upon   the  pillion,  with  her  arm 
around  him.      In  summer  the  young  men  went  bare- 
foot, or  with  shoes  in  hand ;  the  young  women  wore 
coarse   shoes,  carrying   a  better  pair  in    hand,   with 
stockings,  to    change    before   entering   the   meeting- 
house.    Going  to  meeting  on   foot  was  not  confined 
to  young  people  ;  many  women  walked  three  to  five 
miles  to  attend  church.     In  winter  it  was  customary 
for  the  women  to  carry  small  foot-stoves,  which  were 
usually  made  of  perforated  tin,  fastened  in  a  wooden 
frame,  about  eight  or  nine  inches  .square,  in  which 
were    placed   hot  coals.     These  stoves  were   all   the 
warming    allowed    in    church.     The   usual    time   fur 
church  service  was  one  and  a  half  hours, — from  half 
past  ten  to  twelve  o'clock,  or  one  gla.'s  and  a  half  long, 
as  hour  glasses  were  their  lime-pieces  in  the  absence 
of  clocks.     The  intermissions  were  short,  being  one 
hour  in  winter  and  one  hour  and  a  half  iu  summer. 
The  interval  was  generally  spent  in  the  nearest  neigh- 
bors' houses,  who  always  had  a  good  blazing  fire  iu 
winter,  aud  plenty  of  coals  with  which   to  replenish 
their  foot-stoves.     This  intermissiou  was  a  grand  op- 
portunity for  the  people  of  the  remote  portions  of  the 
parish  to  meet  every  week  aud  become  acquainted,  as 
it  promoted  social  union  and  good  feeling  throughuut 
the  society.     Every  new  and  interesting  event  was 
discussed;    and  while  partaking  of  their  lunch   they 
had  brought  with  them,  the  father  would  request  the 
boys  to  bring  in  and  pass  round  the  cider.     The  after- 
noon services  being  over,  people  might  have  been  seen 
gathering  around  the  horse-block  that  stood  a  short 
distance  south  of  the  church,  on  the  green,  wliieh  was 
a   large   flat-topped  stone  for  the   use  of  women   in 
mounting    and    alighting    from    their    horses.       The 
means  of  locomotion  in  the  days  of  our  fathers  con- 
sisted of   an   ox-cart,  or    the   back  of  a    horse.     A 
chaise  or  wagon  was  a  curiosity.     A  journey  of  forty 
or  fifty  miles  was  a  great  undertaking,  requiring  much 
preparation  ;  while  now  many  travel  by  steam   hun- 
dreds of  miles  in  a  day,  and  think  it  nothing  cuuipured 
to  that  in  early  days. 

A  journey  from  Brockton  to  Boston  was  the  labor 
of  two  days  with  oxen  and  cart.  The  same  journey 
is  now  performed  in  one  day,  and  nothing  thought  of 
its  being  hard.  It  is  one  hour's  ride  in  a  steam  train, 
and  the  trains  run  iu  such  a  manner  that  a  person  can 
leave  home  after  dinner,  go  to  the  city,  and  return  iu 
the  evening  train,  and  have  several  hours  for  business. 
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CHAPTER    XX. 

SLAVERY. 

It  is  diflScult  to  fix  the  Dumber  of  slaves  that  liave 
been  owned  in  the  North  Parish ;  but,  however 
disagreeable  it  may  seem  to  many,  we  have  to  record 
the  fact  that  the  "  peculiar  institution"  did  exist  in 
the  town  previous  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was 
not  thought  improper  for  the  clergy,  deacons,  or 
physicians  to  hold  slaves.  Col.  Simeon  Gary  had  a 
slave  named  Kiuy;  Ring,  of  whom  it  is  said  "  he 
whipped  the  apple-trees  to  make  them  grow."  He 
had  children, — Patience,  Jenny,  Mary,  and  Fanny. 
Many  persons  are  now  living  who  can  remember 
Patience  Ring,  who  always  lived  in  the  family  of 
Col.  Gary  and  his  descendants. 

Another  colored  man  lived  nearly  opposite  the 
residence  of  the  late  Oliver  Dike,  who  is  said  to  have 
been  a  slave  by  the  name  of  Toby  Tarbet. 

We  find  in  the  records  of  the  parish  the  names  of 
several  colored  persons,  who  undoubtedly  were  ser- 
vants in  families,  if  not  "  slaves,"  as  it  was  quite 
common  for  slaves  to  be  known  by  one  name  only, 
like  those  we  find  in  the  list  of  marriages,  as  Plato, 
Pompey,  Nero,  Tobias,  Violet,  and  the  like,  and  for 
a  surname  they  usually  took  the  name  of  their 
owner. 

In  1780  the  adoption  of  the  State  Constitution 
forbade  traiEc  or  ownership  of  colored  people,  and 
from  that  time  all  have  been  alike  free.  Those  who 
were  slaves  generally  remained  with  their  former 
masters  as  a  matter  of  choice,  and  many  of  them 
had  large  families. 

Among  the  colored  people  in  the  town,  we  find  the 
names  of  several  persons  whose  descendants  are  not 
in  the  town,  many  of  them  having  removed  to  other 
localities,  as  Calvin  and  Luther  Jotham,  who  re- 
moved to  Maine,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Amos  Corduer, 
Jloses  Sash,  Cuff  Robin,  Bennett  0.  Battou,  Henry 
Traveller,  Elias  Sewell,  Boston  Foye,  Giuaar  Kaston, 
Cuffee  Wright,  Susannah  Huggins,  and  Oxford,  who 
Were  married  while  servants  in  the  family  of  Daniel 
Howard,  Esq.,  Segnio  Scott,  and  Primus  Freeman. 

The  number  of  colored  persons  in  the  town  at 
dilTerent  periods  were  as  follows:  in  1820,  23;  in 
ISoO,  40;  in  1840,  22;   in  1850,  30;   in  ISUO,  32. 

There  is  one  family  of  these  people  who  have 
become  quite  numerous, — the  descendants  of  James  ! 
Easton,  who  came  from  Middleboro'  previous  to  tlie  I 
incorporation  of  the  town.  He  had  seven  children, 
three  of  whom  settled  in  this  vicinity.  Caleb  mar-  \ 
ricd,  and  had  six  children,  some  of  whom  are  now  ' 
residents  of  the  town.  ' 


The  anti-slavery  movement  in  this  town  did  not 
meet  with  that  favor  which  it  received  in  many  other 
places.  It  began  by  the  circulation  of  tracts  upon 
that  subject,  and  with  lectures  by  various  persons, 
among  whom  were  W.  L.  Garrison,  Parker  PilUbury, 
S.  S.  Foster,  C.  C.  Burleigh,  and,  later,  Wendell 
Phillips  and  Frederick  Doughiss.  These  persons  were 
the  champions  of  the  cause,  and  their  etforts  have,  no 
doubt,  produced  some  good  results. 

Political  parties  have  changed  from  tinje  to  time, 
till,  in  the  election  of  Governor  Andrew  and  Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  town  has  shown,  by  their  votes,  that  they 
were  in  earnest  in  the  cause  of  freedom. 

Temperance. — Previous  to  ISOO,  it  was  a  common 
custom  to  use  liquors  as  a  beverage;  and  even  till 
about  1830  it  was  the  practice  to  have  it  at  public 
gatherings,  weddings,  ministerial  associations,  auetiuns, 
raisings,  military  parades,  and  such  occasions  were  tiot 
complete  without  their  punch. 

It  was  also  indispensable  that  those  who  acted  the 
part  of  bearers  at  funerals  should  have  something  to 
stimulate  or  keep  up  their  spirits.  All  the  grocery 
stores  in  the  country  kept  liquor  for  sale  as  much  as 
they  did  molasses.  Upon  an  examination  of  some  of 
the  old  account-books  of  those  that  kept  groceries,  we 
found  about  one  half  the  charges  were  for  rum,  gin, 
brandy,  etc.,  which  were  included  in  the  list  of  neces- 
saries of  life. 

The  first  item  we  find  recorded  in  regard  to  re- 
stricting the  open  sale  of  intoxicating  licjuors,  was 
"  to  post  the  names  of  those  who  were  reputed  as 
'drunkards,'  or  '  common  tipplers,'  in  the  houses  of 
those  that  held  licenses  for  retailing  liquor,"  wliith 
duty  devolved  upon  the  selectmen,  as  well  as  to  forbid 
their  selling  to  such  persons. 

Previous  to  1820,  licenses  were  granted  by  the 
Court  of  Sessions  in  each  county  to  a  certain  num- 
ber in  each  town  to  sell  liquor,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  "Fathers  of  the  Town."  Alter  that  date, 
they  were  granted  by  the  county  commissioners. 

The  first  efibrt  we  find  recorded  of  an  etlort  to  stop 
the  peddling  of  "ardent  sperit"  was  Oct.  8,  ISOU, 
when  the  parish,  at  a  meeting  held  on  that  day, 
"  voted  that  there  be  no  sellers  of  liquor  and  carts  on 
the  green,  and  that  the  parish  committee  see  that  the 
above  order  is  complied  with."  Tiiia  vote  w;is  passed 
for  a  special  occasion, — that  of  the  ordiiiatiuii  of  llcv. 
Asa  Meech,  Oct.  15,  1800. 

Again,  Sept.  23,  1812,  the  parish  "voted  that  the 
parish  committee  keep  tlie  green  clear  of  carts  and 
sellers  of  liekers,"  etc. 

Feb.  5,  1813,  a  society  was  formed  in  Boston 
under  the  name  of  "  Massachusetts  Society   fur  thu 
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SuppressioD  of  Tutemperance,"  the  object  of  which  i 
was  to  discontinue  and  suppress  the  too  free  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  and  its  kindred  vices,  profaneness  and 
gaining,  and  to  promote  temperance  and  general 
morality.  This  society  labored  hard  against  the 
tide  of  public  opiuion  till  1825,  when  the  subject 
began  to  be  discussed  so  freely  that  a  still  more  effi- 
cient method  was  proposed,  and  new  means  were  taken 
to  spread  the  fearful  effects  of  intoxication  before  the 
people. 

A  meeting  was  held  by  a  few  individuals  during 
the  year,  which  resulted  in  the  foundation  of  the 
American  Temperance  Society,  whose  grand  princi- 
ple Wits  abstinence  from  strong  drink,  and  its  object, 
by  light  and  love,  to  change  the  habits  of  the  nation 
with  regard  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  On 
the  13th  of  February,  1826,  the  society  was  regu- 
larly organized,  officers  chosen,  and  a  constitution 
prepared. 

This  society  employed  agents  to  travel  through  the 
country,  preaching,  and  delivering  temperance  lec- 
tures, arousing  the  people  to  the  evil  efl'ects  of  liquor. 
Among  those  engaged  in  that  calling  were  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Hewett,  Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt,  and  Daniel 
C.  Axtell.  These  men  came  to  this  town  and  gave 
lectures  to  arouse  the  people  of  the  town  to  a  sense 
of  their  responsibility,  and  which  had  its  efl'ect. 

In  1829  we  find  the  following  on  the  records  of  the 
town,  in  answer  to  a  call  for  a  town-meeting,  "  to  see 
what  measures  the  town  will  take  to  prevent  the  too 
frequent  use  of  ardent  spirit." 

March  9,  1829,  "voted  to  raise  a  committee  of 
twenty  persons,  to  prevent  the  improper  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits."  The  following  persons  were  chosen  as 
that  committee:  Joseph  Sylvester,  Esq.,  Darius 
Howard,  Isaac  Keith,  Eliphalet  Kingman,  Deacon 
Jacob  Fuller,  Lieut.  Isaac  Packard,  Deacon  Jonathan 
Perkins,  Lieut.  Ephraim  Cole,  Micah  Shaw,  Nathan- 
iel Amos,  Ensign  Mark  Perkins,  Capt.  Abel  King- 
man, Perez  Crocker,  Jesse  Perkins,  Esq.,  Benjamin 
Ames,  Edward  Southworth,  David  Cobb.  Caleb  How- 
ard, Esij.,  Silas   Packard,  Esq.,  and  Joseph  Packard. 

Again,  Monday,  April  G,  1829,  "  voted  to  direct 
the  selectmen  to  post  up  the  names  of  such  persons 
as,  in  their  judgment,  drink  too  much  ardent  spirit." 

Also,  made  choice  of  the  following  persons,  to  con- 
stitute a  committee,  to  give  the  selectmen  informa- 
tion of  such  persons  namely :  Edward  Southworth, 
Thomas  Wales,  Martiu  Cary,  Micah  Shaw,  Isaac 
Curtis,  Capt.  Thomas  Thompson,  Capt.  Ziba  Keith, 
Turner  Torrey,  Mark  Perkins,  Lieut.  Isaac  Packard, 
and  Lieut.  Ephraim  Cole. 

Again,  Feb.  26,  1830,  an  attempt  was  made  to  re- 


duce the  number  of  persona  licensed  to  sell  liquor. 
The  town  "  voted  to  leave  the  subject  of  licenses  to 
the  selectmen." 

In  18-10,  the  "  Washingtonian  Movement"  com- 
menced, which  was  started  in  Baltimore  by  a  few  indi- 
viduals. At  this  time  there  was  a  complete  overhaul- 
ing of  the  temperance  question.  Speeches  were  made, 
picnics  were  frequent,  and  every  effisrt  made  to  induce 
people  to  join  in  the  enterprise.  Societies  were  formed 
among  the  children,  "  cold  water  armies"  were  organ- 
ized, who  held  meetings  for  mutual  benefit  and  social 
intercourse. 

Next  came  the  "  Maine  Law,"  that  originated  in 
Portland,  Me.,  by  Neal  Dow.  This  caused  a  new 
movement  among  the  temperance  people.  Votes 
were  passed  at  nearly  every  town-meeting  to  prose- 
cute and  bring  to  the  law  those  who  violated  the  same, 
by  using  or  selling  liquor. 

March  15,  1847,  the  town  "  voted  that  the  select- 
men be  instructed  to  take  efiectual  measures  to  sup- 
press the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  within  the  town." 

March  10,  1848,  "voted  to  choose  seven  persons 
to  prosecute  to  conviction,  if  practicable,  those  that 
deal  in  intoxicating  drinks." 

April  10,  1848,  in  town-meeting,  Messrs.  George 
W.  Bryant,  Esq.,  George  B.  Dunbar,  and  Alpheus 
Holmes  were  chosen  a  committee  to  draft  a  set  of  by- 
laws for  the  action  of  that  meeting,  and  who  submitted 
the  following  report,  namely : 

"  Wdeueas,  It  appears  to  the  inhabituDtf,  in  toivn-nieetius 
aaseutblcd,  that,  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace,  ^^ood  order,  and 
internal  police  of  the  town,  it  has  become  necessary  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  advantage  of  making  Town  liv-Laws  for  the 
suppression  of  intemperance  agreeably  to  authority  vested  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts; 

**  Thtrefvft  be  it  enacted  by  the  toiou  of  yurth  Brid'jticuterj 
in  Icijul  meetiiHj  agnembUd  : 

"Siic.  1.  That  no  person  within  said  town  shall  presume  to 
bo  a  retailer  or  seller  of  Cider,  Stroug  Beer,  Ale,  Porter,  or  any 
other  fermented  liquors,  in  less  quantities  than  twenty-eight 
gallons,  and  that  delivered  and  carried  away  all  at  one  time, 
under  pain  of  forfeiting  tlie  sum  of  Twenty-Five  Dollars  for 
each  offence, 

"Sue.  2.  All  forfeitures  incurred  under  the  foregoing  shall  be 
put  to  such  use  as  tlie  town  shall  from  tiuio  to  Cimu  direct.'' 

March  19,  1849,  a  committee  of  seven  were  chosen 
to  prosecute  all  violations  of  the  liquor  law  with  un- 
limited authority. 

March  11,  1850,  at  a  meeting  held  this  day  it  was 
"  voted  that  any  person  guilty  of  the  violation  of  any 
I  law  regulating  the  sale  of  spirituous  or  fermented 
;  liquors  shall  receive  from  the  treasurer  of  the  town 
j  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  the  expense  atteiid- 
j  ing  said  prosecutions,  the  same  to  be  paid  on  applica- 
'  tion,  after  having  been  approved  by  the  selectmen." 
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During  (lie  month  of  May,  1851,  llnv.  Henry 
Moiijau  came  into  town,  and  created  no  little  euiiiu- 
siasm  throughout  the  town  ou  the  subject  of  temper- 
ance. His  cause  was  the  theme  of  conversation  iu 
the  parlor,  workshop,  and  by  the  way.  Parents, 
cousius,  and  friends  joined  in  the  work  with  children 
and  youth.  The  clergymen,  also,  rendered  valuable 
aid  ;  so  that,  wiien  Mr.  Morgan  left  town,  it  was  with 
a  cheerful  lieart,  and  a  list  of  seventeen  hundred 
.signers  to  the  pledge,  which  was  more  names,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population,  than  he  had  obtained  iu 
any  other  town. 

Among  those  who  were  especially  entitled  to  credit 
for  being  active  iu  the  labor  of  procuring  signers  to 
tlie  pledge,  were  Gardner  J.  Kingman,  Joseph  Vin- 
cent, Ellis  V.  Lyon,  Frederic  Packard,  Lucretia  A. 
Drake,  Alma  F.  Leach,  Bradford  E.  Jones,  Ellen  A. 
Howard,  Martha  A.  Packard,  and  Bethia  Hayward. 

The  citizens  of  the  town  held  a  public  meeting  at 
Satucket  Hall,  Sept.  10,  1851.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  George  B.  Dunbar,  and  Dr.  Henry 
Eddy  chosen  president,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  passed : 

"  Heaolved,  Tbat  tho  friends  of  temperuncc  in  this  town  are 
in  fjivor  of  enforcing  tlie  law  for  the  su)i|ire8siun  of  the  sale  and 
use  of  intoxicating  drink?,  now  and  always,  by  every  means  in 
tltcir  power,  both  legal  and  moral,  and  that,  too,  against  the 
whims  and  moaus  of  a  conscienceless  class  of  persons  who  arc 
willing  fur  a  few  dollars  to  scatter  dcstruotion  auiungst  their 
fellow-eitizens." 

Jan.  21,  1852,  a  mammoth  petition,  containing 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  names  in  favor  of 
the  "  Maine  Law,"  was  presented  to  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts.  Many  friends  (one  hundred  and 
twenty-six)  of  the  temperance  movement  repaired  to 
Boston,  to  join  iu  a  procession  that  was  formed  at 
Tremont  Temple,  to  accompany  the  roll  to  the  State- 
House. 

March  1,  1852,  "voted  to  instruct  our  town  rep- 
resentative to  vote  for  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks,  as  originally 
rejiortcd  to  the  Senate  by  the  committee,  and  that  ho 
also  be  instructed  to  oppose  the  sending  of  the  bill  to 
the  people  for  their  ratiiication." 

A  public  temperance  meeting  was  held  at  the  vestry 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  Aug.  9,  1S52,  Dr.  Henry 
Eddy,  president,  at  which  a  committee  of  forty-two 
were  chosen  to  inform  of,  and  furnish  evidence  of, 
violations  of  the  new  and  stringent  law  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  li([Uors. 

March  20,  1854,  "  voted  to  exclude  alcoholic  drinks 
from  the  fire  department."  Also,  "  voted  that  any 
member  of  the  same  tiiat  shall  become  intoxicated 


while  on   duty  at  a  lire  shall  be  excluded  I'runi  the 
department." 

Sinclair  Band  op  Hope  (established  in  1858). — 
This  association  was  under  the  direction  of  the  super- 
intendent of  the  Porter  Church  Sabbath-.-chuol,  tlie 
object  of  which  was  to  encourage  the  young  to  ab.stain 
from  the  use  of  intoxicating  li([uurs,  tobacco,  ami  pro- 
fanity. 

NoRTu  Star  Division,  No.  88,  Sons  of  Tk.m- 
PEr'ance. — This  division  was  instituted  Feb.  2o, 
1859,  and  was  known  by  the  above  name.  '■The 
design  of  this  association  is  to  shield  till  cla.>.-es  lV(jiii 
the  evils  of  intemperance,  afford  niutuul  assistance 
in  case  of  sickness,  and  elevate  their  characters  as 
men."  The  charter  of  this  association  was  surren- 
dered Dec.  4,  1863. 

Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  24,  Independent  Or- 
der OF  Good  Templ.\US. — This  organization  was 
instituted  Sept.  28,  18G0,  under  the  above  name, 
the  object  of  which  was  similar  to  tl-.e  North  Star 
Division. 

There  was  another  division  of  the  Sous  of  Tem- 
perance in  the  town,  called  the  Crystal  Fount  Divi- 
sion, in  1S47,  which  is  not  in  existence  at  the  present 
time. 

Another  organization,  known  its  the  Eagle  Wing 
Division,  No.  109,  was  instituted  at  Campello,  Jan.  1. 
1861,  which  lived  only  a  short  time. 

Aug.  14,  1863,  the  State  of  Mas.^achuselts  was 
divided  into  thirty  districts,  and  in  each  was  formed 
a  District  Temperance  Union.  Such  an  one  was 
formed,  including  North  Bridgewater  East,  ami 
West  Bridgewater,  Lakeville  and  Carver,  and  was 
known  as  the  Old  Colony  District  Temperance  Union. 
George  B.  Dunbar  was  vice-president,  and  Itev. 
William  A.  Start  secretary  and  treasurer. 

We  have  thus  far  seen  that  the  movements  of  thi- 
temperance  cause  in  Brockton  are  not;  unlike  those  in 
most  country  towns.  There  have,  at  different  times. 
been  various  temperance  organizations,  both  among 
the  adult  population  and  the  children,  but  the  pariic- 
ulars  of  which  are  not  at  hand.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  efforts  to  restrain  the  free  use  (>f  into.\icatiiig 
liquors  may  still  continue  as  in  times  ])ast,  that  the 
baneful  etlects  of  intoxication  may  not  increase,  bui 
grow  beautifully  less. 
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C  II  A  P  T  E  R    X  X  I.  I 

I 

PHYSICIANS.  I 

i 
Ur.  I'liilip  Bryant— Dr.  Peter  Bryant — Dr.  I.uther  Cary— Dr. 
Usacbar  Snell — Dr.  Eiislia  Tilaon — Dr.  Ziba  C.-vsa — Dr.  Na- 
than Perry — Dr.  Jonathan   P.  Crafts — Dr.  Henry  F.  Borden 
— Dr.    .\Jolpbus    K.   Borden — Dr.  Abel  W.    Kinsman — Dr.  i 
.Tames  F.  Richards — Dr.  Edgar  E.  Dean — Dr.  Horatio  Bry-  | 
aut — Dr.  Thomas  StocUbrid:;e — Dr.  JainerJ   Huston — Dr.  Xa- 
liuui  :?uiit!i — Dr.  E.  It.  Wade — Dr.  Henry  Eddy — Dr.  Jauies 
L.  Hunt  —  Dr. Silas  L.  Looiuis — Dr.  Lal'ayette  Charles  Looiuis 
—  Present  Physicians. 

Dii.  Philip  Buyant  w;is  boiu  in  Middleboro', 
Muss.,  in  December,  1732.  He  lived  some  time  with 
his  father  in  Titicut  (Teightaquid),  a  parish  formed 
of  part  of  Middleboro'  nud  part  of  South  Bridge- 
water.  With  his  father,  he  removed  to  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton),  concerning  which  he  was  wont 
to  say  that  he  remembered  the  time  when  a  greater 
part  of  it  was  thought  quite  unfit  for  the  purposes  of 
settlemeut.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Abiel 
Howard,  of  West  Bridgewater,  whose  daughter  he 
married.  He  was  a  man  of  great  bodily  activity,  a 
calm  and  eveu  temper,  healthful  habits,  and  kindly 
mannei's.  He  continued  to  practice  medicine  with 
much  success  to  u  very  old  age,  wliich  was  terminated 
by  his  death,  which  took  place  February,  1817,  in  the 
eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  buried  in  the 
small  graveyard  near  the  westerly  portion  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Society's  grounds. 

Dr.  Peter  Bryant,  son  of  Dr.  Philip  Bryant,  was 
born  in  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  Aug.  12, 
17(57.  This  man  early  distinguished  himself  by  his 
love  of  study.  In  his  frequent  visits  to  the  house  of 
his  grandfather,  Dr.  Abiel  Howard,  of  West  Bridge- 
water,  he  found,  in  a  library  well  stocked  for  that  time, 
the  means  of  gratifying  his  tliirst  for  knowledge.  He 
studied  medicine  and  surgery,  completing  his  course 
with  Dr.  Lewis  Leprilete,  a  French  physician  of  emi- 
nent skill  and  a  celebrated  surgeon  of  Norton,  Mass. 
He  then  removed  to  Cuiumington,  in  the  western  part 
of  Massachusetts,  which  was  just  beginning  to  fill  up 
rapidly  with  settlers  from  the  e:istern  counties  of  the 
State.  Here  he  established  himself  as  a  physician, 
and  married  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Snell,  Esq.,  also 
a  North  Bridgewater  family. 

For  several  years  he  represented  the  town  of  Cum- 
mington  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  held  a  seat  in  the  Senate.  While 
in  the  Legislature  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  bring- 
ing forward  and  passing  laws  still  in  force  to  raise  the 
standard  of  medical  education  in  the  State.  In  poli- 
tics he  belonged  to  the  Federal  party,  whose  doctrines 


and  measures  he  supported  with  zeal.      lie  wrote  for 
the  county  paper — Jlainpshire  Gazette — certain  hu- 
morous poems  of  a  satirical  cast,  the  design  of  which 
was    political.       With    these    he    took    great    pains, 
pruning  and  retouching  them,  and  polishing  and  in- 
vigorating the  lines.       His  scholarship,  though   not 
extensive,   was  remarkably  exact.       lie   had,  subse- 
quently to  his  settlemeut  in    Cummington,  made  a 
voyage  to  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  passed  six  motiths 
in  the  Isle  of  France,  where  he  acquired  the  French 
language,  and  preserved  his  familiarity  with  it  for  the 
rest  of  his  life.     He  was  a  surgeon  of  great  dexterity, 
firmness  of  hand,  and  precision  in  his  operations ;  in 
private  life  amiable  and  much  beloved.     Ilis  life  was 
closed    in   consumption   the    I'Jth    of   March,   1S20. 
William  Cullen  Bryant,  Esq.,  the  well-known  Ameri- 
can puet,  was  his  son. 

Luther  Cary  was  son  of  Zachariah  and  Susannah 
(Bass)  Cary,  and  was  born  in  North  Bridgewater 
(now  Brockton),  May  30,  1761  ;  married  Nabby, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  King,  of  Raynham,  Mass. ; 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  James  Froeiand,  of  Sut- 
ton, Worcester  Co.,  Miiss.,  1782  ;  appointed  justice 
of  the  peace  June  8,  1800,  justice  of  peace  and  of 
(|Uorum  Aug.  23,  1804,  and  justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  Oxford  County  March  3U,  1S05. 
He  first  resided  at  Sterling,  Mass. ;  removed  from 
there  to  Williamsburgh,  Mass.,  from  whiuh  place  he 
removed  to  Turner,  Oxford  Co.,  Me.,  April  2,  1798. 
[  He  waa  an  excellent  physician,  had  a  very  extensive 
practice,  and  was  very  successful ;  raised  up  a  large 
and  respectable  family,  the  most  of  whom  are  now 
i  living,  one,  a  clergyman,  residing  in  Iowa. 

Lssachar  Snell  was  son  of  Issachar,  Esq.,  and  JIary 

(Keith)  Snell;   was  born  iu  North  Bridgewater  (now 

,  Brockton),  Mass.,  June,  1775  ;  graduated  at  Harvard 

]  College   in   1797  ;  studied   medicine   and  became  au 

eminent  physician.     He  had  given  especial  attention 

j  to  surgery,  and  bad  practiced  as  a  physician  previous 

j  to  his  removal  to  Winthrop,  Me.     He  had  performed 

the  operation  of  lithotomy  with  great  success,  and  .soon 

gained  a  large  practice  in  town,  especially  among  those 

that  emigrated  from  Bridgewater,   Mass.,  of  whom 

there  were  not  a  few.      His  success  as  a  surgeon  gave 

him  such  celebrity  that  he  was  often  called  to  the 

neighboring  towus,  many  miles  away  from  his  home, 

to  perform  operations.     To  the  great  regret  of  the 

people  of  Winthrop  he  removed  to  Augusta,  Me.,  in 

■  1828,  where  he  continued  to  practice  till  his  death, 

'  which  took  place  very  suddenly,  in  1847,  aged  seventy- 

]  two  years  and  five  months.     He  was  a  member  of  the 

j  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 

'       Dr.  Elisha  Tillson  resided  in  Brockton  a  short  time 
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only ;  married  Molly,  daughter  of  Capt.  Zebedee 
Suull,  Sept.  2,  1792,  and  had  one  son,  Elisha  Suell, 
born  iu  1794  ;  married  Betsy  Cliaudler,  of  Easton, 
1S19. 

Ziba  Bass,  M.D.,  was  son  of  Edward  Bass.  Ho 
w;ui  born  in  Braiutree,  May  28,  1774;  studied  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Ebeoezcr  Alden,  of  Randolpli,  Mass., 
and  commeuced  practice  in  North  Bridgewater  (.now 
Brockton)  about  1800  under  the  most  favorable  au- 
spices, with  the  fairest  prospects  of  usefulness  to  his 
fellow  men.  He  was  a  man  of  very  pleasing  address, 
pf  au  affectionate  and  amiable  disposition,  and  gave 
unwearied  attention  to  tlie  welfare  uf  liis  patients. 
His  assiduity  in  search  of  knowledge,  and  his  con- 
stant and  undeviating  fidelity  iu  all  the  duties  of  his 
profession,  won  the  affection  and  established  the  con- 
fidence of  a  numerous  class  of  the  community  in  the 
circle  of  his  acquaintance ;  but  he  was  suddenly  called, 
soon  after  commencing  in  life,  from  his  earthly  labors, 
leaving  a  weeping  multitude  to  deplore  his  loss.  The 
following  is  on  his  tombstone : 

*'  EreeteJ  to  the  uieinory  of  Dr.  Ziba  L;i33,  who  dictl  Septem- 
ber 23,  A.D.  1SU4,  in  the  thirty-lirst  your  of  liis  age,  giving  full 
pioof  tliut  uscfuloeaa  was  hia  grand  object  in  life.  lie  wild  a 
jiattem  uf  modeaty,  teuij-toraucc,  fidelity,  prudence,  ecououjy, 
and  uprightness,  and  died  in  hope  of  eternal  rest  and  glory. 
Hence  the  following  appropriaiiun  :  '  Blessed  arc  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  :  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that 
they  may  rest  from  their  labors  ;  and  their  works  do  follow 
them.' " 

Dr.  Nathan  Perry.  This  good  man  was  born  in 
Norton,  May  27, 1776  ;  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  never  having  received  a 
coUese  education  ;  pursued  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Isaac  Fowler,  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  and  Dr.  Ebenezer  Alden,  Sr.,  of  Randolph, 
both  of  whom  were  physicians  of  eminence  in  their 
day,  and  accustomed  to  the  instruction  of  young  men. 
Having  completed  his  pupilage,  Dr.  Perry  commenced 
practice  in  Heading,  Mass.,  1802  or  1803,  where  he 
acquired  a  good  reputation  and  a  competent  share  of 
employment.  On  the  death  of  Dr.  Ziba  Bass,  which 
took  place  Sept.  3,  1804,  at  North  Bridgewater  (now 
Brockton),  on  the  recommendation  of  his  instructor, 
and  by  the  soricitations  of  many  respectable  citizens 
of  that  town,  he  was  induced  to  change  his  residence, 
and  take  the  place  of  his  deceased  friend.  He  was 
immediately  introduced  into  a  wide  circle  of  practice, 
and  during  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years  was  the 
principal  physician  in  the  town.  At  length,  in  con- 
nection with  reverses  in  his  worldly  circumstances 
and  the  loss  of  most  of  the  members  of  his  family 
by  death,  his  spirits  became  depressed  and  his  mind 
impaired.     Subsequently  he  suffered  from  paralysis, 


and  never  fully  recovered  the  perfect  exercise  of  either 
his  bodily  or  mental  powers  ;  consequently,  during  the 
last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life,  he  relinquished  to  a 
great  extent  the  active  duties  of  his  profession.  In 
1823  he  became  a  fellow  of  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society  by  election,  and  a  retired  member  in  ISilO. 
He  was  a  good  physician,  a  man  of  sound  judgment 
and  sterling  integrity,  always  pursuinu-  the  couiae  he 
judged  to  be  right,  whatever  might  be  the  conse- 
quences to  himself  In  early  life  he  made  a  public 
profession  of  his  faith  in  Christ,  and  his  chai^aetcr 
was  in  perfect  harmony  with  his  profession.  He  died 
peacefully  in  a  ripe  old  age,  more  from  the  debility 
incident  to  decay  of  his  vital  powers  than  fruni  any 
manifest  disease.  Such  was  Dr.  Perry,  a  good  man 
and  a  worthy  citizen.  He  closed  his  earthly  career 
Sabbath  morning,  Aug.  16,  1857,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-one  years,  leaving  behind  a  memory 
cherished  with  affectionate  regard  by  those  who  have 
shared  his  friendships  and  benefited  by  his  counsels. 

The  following  incident  in  relation  to  Dr.  Perry  is 
found  in  Clark's  "  History  of  Norton  :" 

"About  tbo  year  1792,  Nathan  Perry,  afterward  Dr.  Perry, 
of  North  Bridgewater,  then  a  youth  of  some  sixteen  years  uf 
age,  was  one  day  passing  by  Judge  Leonard's  deer-park,  in  Nor- 
ton ;  he  playfully  reached  bis  bands  through  the  fence  and 
took  hold  of  one  of  the  old  buck's  horns,  and  for  jouic  time  an- 
noyed him  in  that  way.  At  length  tiie  deer  gut  out  uf  patience, 
broke  away  from  his  bold,  and  quite  unexpectedly  Ktaped  over 
the  fence,  6even  or  eight  feet  high,  and  made  a  furious  aU.iek 
upon  young  Perry,  throwing  him  upon  the  ground  ;  bur,  very  for- 
tunately, the  horns  uf  the  enragctl  deer,  insiead  uf  striking  his 
body,  passed  down  on  each  side  of  it.  ^Vllile  in  this  position  X.i- 
than  grasped  the  horns  of  the  buck,  and  succeedcil  in  pn-venting 
him  from  doing  any  injury  till  bis  brothers,  Ciardincr  and  .\1- 
vin,  with  une  of  Judge  Leonard's  men,  came  and  lescued  him 
from  his  perilous  aituatiun." 

Dr.  Jonathan  Porter  Crafts  was  son  of  John  and 
Olive  (Porter)  Crafts;  born  in  North  Bridgewater 
(now  Brockton),  Sept.  9,  1792  ;  graduated  at  Brown 
University,  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1817  ;  studied  med- 
icine, but  never  practiced  his  profession  ;  he  died  in 
1822,  aged  thirty  years. 

Adolphus  Kinsman  Borden,  M.D.,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Hortou,  Nova  Scotia,  Jan.  2t;,  1SU2.  He 
was  the  oldest  son  of  David  and  Ijlizabeth  Borden, 
the  former  being  a  direct  descendant  from  the  Boiden 
family  who  came  to  England  from  Normandy  at  the 
time  of  the  conquest.  He  received  his  early  educa- 
tion under  private  tuition,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  at  about  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  where  he 
took  up  his  abode  with  his  uncle,  Samuel  Borden,  of 
Fairhaven,  Mass.  He  soon  afterwards  went  to  East 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  where  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  in   the  office  of  Dr.  Hector  Orr.     Later 
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he  studied  in  the  office  of  the  late  Dr.  Jacob  Bige- 
low,  of  BcstOD,  aud  after  attending  two  courses  of 
lectures  at  the  Harvard  Medical  School,  received  his 
degree  of  M.D.  from  that  university  August,  1824. 
He  went  to  the  town  of  Wareham,  Mass.,  where  lie 
practiced  his  profession  about  one  year,  and  then  re- 
turned to  East  Bridgewater,  where,  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  Decenjber,  1825,  he  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage tu  Lucy  Ann  Ijazell,  daughter  of  Bartholomew 
aud  Betsey  Bruwu,  by  the  Rev.  Richard  M.  Hodges. 
As  a  result  of  tliis  union  tlie  following  children  were 
boru  to  him  :  Elizabeth  Kinsman  (died  in  infancy), 
George  Kinsman,  Edward  Adolphus,  Mary  Mitchell, 
and  Henry  Francis,  the  latter  being  a  practicing  phy- 
sician in  the  city  of  Brockton  at  the  present  time. 

He  removed  to  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton), 
and  commenced  his  career  as  a  physician  in  that  place 
by  settling  in  that  part  of  the  town  known  as  the 
West  Shares  (now  Brockton  Heights).  About  one 
year  later  he  removed  to  the  central  part  of  the  town- 
ship. His  practice  was  extensive  and  successful,  and 
be  continued  it  without  rest  until  within  a  few  mouths 
of  his  death,  which  took  place  on  Jan.  29,  1875,  after 
severe  sutt'ering  from  a  sub-acute  abscess  of  the  brain 
and  meningitis.  As  a  physician  he  was  an  acute  and 
careful  observer,  a  thorough  believer  in  the  methods 
of  study  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Bacon,  viz. :  "  obser- 
vation aud  induction."  Always  cool  and  cheerful  in 
the  sick-room,  he  was  able  to  study  his  cases  without 
any  preconceived  notion  as  to  their  nature,  but  ready 
to  state  them  as  he  found  their  nature  and  extent  to 
be.  As  a  man,  he  was  one  of  the  kindest  of  hus- 
bands and  fathers,  sensitive  in  his  nature,  strong  in 
his  likes  and  dislikes,  and  quick  to  resent  anything 
that  tended  to  place  him  in  the  light  of  any  character 
that  was  otherwise  than  honorable. 

Abel  W.  Kingman,  M.D.,  is  son  of  Abel  and  Lucy 
(Washburn)  Kingman,  born  in  North  Bridgewater, 
April  22,  18(IG  ;  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in 
1830  ;  commenced  the  practice  of  physician  and  sur- 
geon at  North  Bridgewater,  where  he  resided  till  bis 
death,  which  took  place  May  4,  1883.  He  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Brockton  during  Buchanan's 
administration. 

James  F.  Richards,  M.D.,  is  son  of  Col.  Jason  aud 
Sophia  (Forsaith)  Richards,  of  Plainficld,  Mass. ;  was 
born  July  16,  1832;  taught  school  in  Virginia; 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Forsaith,  M.D.,  of  South 
Abiugton,  Mass.  ;  graduated  at  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians aud  Surgeons  of  New  York  in  1859,  aud  was  a 
resident  of  Campello,  enjoying  a  lucrative  practice. 
He  is  now  a  resident  of  Andover,  Mass. 

Edgar   Everett    Dean,   M.D.,  is   a  son   of  Charles 


Dean,  of  Eaaton,  Mass.;  born  Dec.  17,  1837  ;  came 
to  Brockton  in  June,  1861,  and  succeeded  Dr.  Alex- 
ander Hichborn  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  town  till  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age ; 
student  at  Bristol  Academy  from  1853  to  1S56; 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Luther  Clark,  of  Pinckuey 
Street,  Boston ;  graduated  at  Medical  School,  Har- 
vard, March  6,  1861  ;  practiced  in  Boston  for  a  short 
time,  aud  from  thence  to  this  city,  where  he  enjoys  a 
lucrative  and  successful  practice. 

Horatio  Bryant,  M.D.,  is  son  of  Jlicah  aud  Dru- 
silla  (Harlow)  Bryant;  born  in  Plympton,  Mass.; 
fitted  for  college  with  Rev.  Elijah  Dexter,  and  at 
Amherst  Academy  ;  entered  Amherst  College  ;  taught 
school  at  Castleton,  Vt. ;  graduated  at  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  N.  Y. ;  taught  academy  at  Plain  field, 
N.  J. ;  studied  medicine  at  Yale  College,  where  he 
graduated  in  1839  ;  he  commenced  practice  as  a  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  at  Blandford,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained several  years.  He  married  Lucretia,  daugh- 
ter of  Ebeuezer  Clark,  of  Conway,  Mass.,  and  has 
one  daughter.  He  removed  from  Blandford  to  Cam- 
pello, Mass.,  about  1848.  He  now  resides  at  Inde- 
pendence, Iowa. 

Dr.  Thomas  Stockbridge  was  born  in  Scituate, 
Mass.;  came  to  Brockton  about  1837,  and  practiced 
as  a  physician  several  years,  until  he  removed  to  New 
York  ;  he  continued  his  practice  in  that  city  till  about 
1855,  when  he  returned  to  Brockton,  and  cuutiuued 
to  practice  as  before  till  his  death,  which  took  place 
Jan.  14,  1863. 

Dr.  James  Easton  was  in  practice  for  some  time. 
Dr.  Nahum  Smith  was  a  botanic  physician  in  the 
town  for  many  years,  till  he  removed  to  Haverhill, 
51 ass. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Wade  came  to  Brockton  about  thirty- 
five  years  since,  and  was  a  botanic  physician. 

Henry  Eddy,  M.D.,  came  to  Brockton  as  a  physi- 
cian from  Guilford,  Conn.  He  was  formerly  an  Or- 
thodox clergyman  ;  settled  in  East  Stoughton,  Mass.  ; 
he  died  several  years  since. 

Dr.  James  Lewis  Hunt  was  born  in  Jay,  Essex  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  27,  1817  ;  educated  at  Kimball  Union 
Academy,  Meriden,  N.  H.,  and  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  Hanover,  N.  H.,  in  1842;  attended 
medical  lectures  at  Cleveland  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio  ; 
graduated  at  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  in 
1851  ;  married  Miss  Maria  Baldwin,  of  Medina, 
Ohio,  Sept.  11,  1850;  practiced  medicine  at  Belle- 
vue,  Ohio,  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  Brockton  ;  removed 
from  the  last-named  place  but  a  few  years  since,  and 
now  resides  at  Painesville,  Ohio. 


no 
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Dr.  George  B.  Cug.swell  had  an  office  iu  Wheeler's 
Block  in  1850,  wliere  lie  remained  but  a  .shore  time. 

Dr.  Alexander  Hichborn  had  an  office  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  practiced  aa  a  physician  till  ISGl,  when  he 
enlisted  as  a  captain  in  Company  F,  Twelfth  Regiuieut, 
Col.  Fletcher  Webster  ;  afterwards  became  surgeon  in 
the  army. 

Silas  L.  Loomis,  A.M.,  M.D.,  w;ib  born  in  North 
Coventry,  Conn.,  May  22,  1832  ;  son  of  Silas  and 
Esther  (Case)  Looniis  ;  educated  at  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town  till  fourteen  years  of  age  ;  studied 
sis  months  at  Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Mass., 
three  years  at  Holliston,  Mass. ;  graduated  at  Wes- 
leyan University,  Middletowu,  Conn.,  at  the  age  of 
si.vteen ;  taught  school ;  elected  teacher  of  Mathe- 
matics and  Natural  Sciences  at  Holliston  Academy  in 
1839  ;  held  that  position  during  preparatory  and  part 
of  his  collegiate  studies ;  in  connection  with  liis 
brother,  established  the  Adelphiau  Academy  iu  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  in  1 844,  of  which  he 
was  associate  principal  for  ten  years ;  was  elected 
member  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science  in  1853,  at  the  Cleveland  meet- 
ing ;  principal  of  Western  Academy,  Washington, 
D.  C,  185G  ;  graduated  Doctor  of  Medicine,  George- 
town College,  1850  ;  accepted  the  appointment  of 
chief  astronomer  of  the  United  States  Lake  Survey 
Expedition  in  1856  ;  published  the  "  Normal  Arith- 
metic" and  "  Analytical  Arithmetic"  in  185'J  ;  elected 
professor  of  Chemistry,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene  of 
Georgetown  College  in  ISGl,  and  the  same  year  was 
elected  president  of  tlie  Washington  Scientitic  Asso- 
ciation ;  in  18G2  was  appointed  assistant  surgeon 
U.  S.  A.,  aud  accompanied  the  Union  army  of  Gen. 
McClellan  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, and  afterwards  stationed  at  the  United  States 
general  hospitals;  in  18G3,  elected  to  the  chair 
of  Chemistry  aud  Toxicology,  Medical  Department, 
Georgetown  College,  and  has  written  various  articles 
upon  medical  and  scientific  subjects,  many  of  which 
are  highly  recommended  by  the  press  and  distiuguished 
men  of  all  classes. 

Lafayette  Charles  Loomis,  A.M.,  M.D.,  born  in 
North  Coventry,  Conn.,  July  7,  1824  ;  son  of  Silas 
and  Esther  (Case)  Loomis ;  he  was  educated  at  the 
public  school  till  the  age  of  thirteen  ;  studied  at 
Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  and  at  Hol- 
liston, Mass. ;  graduated  at  Wesleyan  University, 
Jliddletown,  Conn.,  in  1844  ;  he  commenced  teach- 
ing in  the  public  schools  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  which 
he  continued  to  do  winters  through  his  academic  and 
collegiate  studies;  in  connection  with  his  brother,  es- 
tablished the  Adelphian  Academy  iu   North   Bridge- 


water  (now  Brockton)  in  1844,  of  which  he  was  a.s- 
sociute  principal  till  1851  ;  afterwards  principal  of 
Irving  Institute,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  in  1852-53; 
elected  professor  of  Rhetoric  and  Natural  Science  in 
Wesleyan  Female  College,  Wilmiugtuii,  Del.,  in  1853; 
professor  of  Moral  and  Mental  Pliiloaophy  in  1854, 
which  chair  he  held  till  his  election  as  president  of 
the  college,  in  1857.  Several  articles  afipearL-d  in 
the  N^utional  Magazine  during  that  time.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  American  Association  tur 
the  Advancement  of  Science  in  185G.  Iu  lb57 
elected  president  of  the  Delaware  State  Teachers' 
Association.  In  1858  he  jiublished  '•  Mizjiah,  Prayer 
and  Friendship,"  u  devotional  work  of  great  merit; 
removed  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  established  the 
Lafayette  Institute,  a  seminary  for  young  ladies ;  ed- 
ited "  Mrs.  Thomas'  Travels  in  Europe,  Iv-'yi't,  and 
Palestine"  iu  18G0  and  iu  18G1  ;  wrote  upon  various 
subjects;  graduated  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  Surgerj', 
Medical  Department,  Georgetown  College,  iu  1SG3. 

Present  Physicians. — Among  the  present  practi- 
tioners of  medicine  of  Brockton  are  tiie  following  : 
Henry  F.  Borden,  George  E.  Freeman,  E.  A.  Dakin, 
James  C.  Swan,  A.  Eliott  Paine,  E.  A.  Chase,  S. 
J.  Gruver,  J.  E.  Bacon,  Bradford  Allen,  Benedict 
Donuovan,  Chauncy  M.  Marston,  W.  P.  Chisholui, 
Daniel  A.  Dimock,  Fred.  A.  Ripley,  E.  E.  Dean, 
Henry  G.  Ford,  T.  F.  Roche,  E.  H.  Sprague,  Bar- 
tholomew W.  Taber,  Miss  Ellen  R.  Blackwood,  Mrs. 
J.  D.  Wheeler  (eclectic),  iSlrs.  M.  R.  Stebbins,  Fred. 
Crockett  (magnetic). 

Roland  Hammond  and  Jesse  II.  Aveiill  are  located 
in  Campello. 

Dr.  Henry  F.  Borden  is  the  son  of  Dr.  A.  K. 
Borden,  one  of  the  oldest  physicians  of  the  past  gen- 
eration, aud  was  born  and  educated  in  his  native 
town,  and  is  a  successful  member  of  the  profession. 

Dr.  James  C.  Swau  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Caleb  Swan, 
of  Easton,  born  of  a  family  eminent  for  their  skill  as 
physicians,  and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  the  son 
should  not  inherit  some  of  the  skill  and  success  for 
which  his  father  was  noted.  Although  born  in 
Easton  and  .settled  in  West  Bridgewater,  yet  he  has 
a  large  aud  lucrative  practice  in  Brockton,  and  has 
become  one  of  the  leading  physicians  in  the  county. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

Burying-GrounJs — Melrose  Cemetery — Hearse — Tuwn  Pound 
—  Lock-Up — Poor — Town  House — Tolegrnph — Telepbune — 
Slasjes — Post-Ollice,  Public  Cloeks,  Halls,  etc. 

Burying-Groimds. — The  custom  of  buryina  the 
dead  iti  public  places  pi-evailed  amon^  the  most  an- 
cient nations.  The  Rorauns  ob.servcd  this  custom  in 
the  earliest  days,  and  in  tiie  more  flourishing;  periods 
of  the  republic  they  burnt  their  dead,  and  only  buried 
their  ashes  in  urns.  The  ancient  Germans  deposited 
their  dead  in  groves  consecrated  by  their  priests,  and 
with  the  introduction  of  the  Christian  religion  conse- 
crated places  of  burial  have  been  appropriated  fur 
that  purpose  all  over  the  world.  Christians  of  all 
deoominatious  are  beginning  to  regard  the  burial- 
places  of  their  friends  with  that  reverence  due  to  the 
departed. 

Few  evidences  of  a  more  refined  sentiment  can  be 
found  more  marked  than  the  selection  of  beautiful 
and  choice  grounds  for  the  final  resting-place  of  their 
friends.  The  once  cheerless  and  gloomy  aspect  of 
our  old  burying-grounds  has  become  attractive  by 
the  removal  of  all  noxious  weeds,  thistles,  and  briers, 
and  the  yards  neatly  laid  out  with  walks  "  round 
about." 

Ill  the  early  settlement  of  the  country  burying-lots 
were  selected  more  witli  regard  to  convenience  than 
for  looks.  Now  beautiful  spots  of  ground  are  selected 
in  retired  localities,  in  some  shaded  grove,  or  in  some 
rural  locality.  Costly  monuments  are  erected  with- 
out regard  to  expense.  Formerly,  after  the  bodies 
were  buried,  the  care  of  the  grave  ceased.  Now 
neat  headstones  are  erected,  and  beautiful  flowers  are 
kept  in  bloom  over  the  remains  of  loved  ones. 

Probably  the  first  burial-place  in  Brockton  was 
that  situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  main  street, 
leading  from  the  Centre  to  Campello,  and  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  residence  of  the  late  William 
Tribou.  These  grounds  are  of  small  size,  and  contain 
one  tomb,  and  that  of  ancient  date.  In  this  yard 
many  of  the  headstones  are  broken,  or  rough  and  ir- 
regularly placed,  and  some  covered  with  moss,  ren- 
dering the  names  quite  illegible.  This  yard  shows 
how  little  regard  so  many  in  the  community  pay  to 
the  final  resting-place  of  their  friends.  It  would 
.seem  as  though  the  friends  and  posterity  of  tlio.se 
buried  there  would  try  to  improve  a  spot  so  exposed 
as  that,  on  one  of  the  public  streets  of  the  town.  A 
few  trees  set  out  would  change  the  appearance  very 
much,  and  a  trifling  expense  in  rearranging  might 
make  it  quite  attractive.  We  hope  ere  long  to  see 
some  improvements  in  that  direction. 


Another  yard  was  situated  nearly  opposite  the 
Salisbury  House,  Campello,  which  was  a  very  small 
family  yard  belonging  to  a  few  individuals.  The  first 
person  buried  there  was  Jonas  Keith,  the  former 
owner  of  the  land,  who  died  of  the  smallpox.  The 
occupants  or  proprietors  of  this  lot  have  removed  the 
remains  of  their  friends  to  the  new  Union  Cemetery. 
There  was  a  family  tomb  in  the  yard  belonging  to 
the  heirs  of  the  late  Simeon  Keith.  This  lot  uas 
small,  and  situated  quite  near  many  houses,  and  was 
in  so  exposed  a  condition  that  it  was  given  up  as  a 
burial-place  .several  years  since. 

There  is  still  another  quite  large  burying-ground 
at  the  north  end  of  the  Centre,  funning  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Ashland  Streets.  This  is  an  old  yard,  and 
is  well  filled  with  graves.  How  long  this  has  been 
used  for  the  purposes  of  burial  we  have  no  means  of 
knowing.  It  is,  however,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
town,  and,  like  the  first  mentioned,  needs  care  and 
some  expense  to  make  it  attractive.  There  is  one 
tomb  in  this  yard  erected  by  Col.  Caleb  Howard. 

There  is  also  another  burial-ground  near  the  resi- 
dence of  the  late  Ezekiel  Merritt.  This  is  probably 
quite  an  old  spot,  and  is  not  much  used  of  late,  very 
few  families  being  interested  in  the  lot.  The  grand- 
father of  William  Cullen  Bryant  and  others  of  the 
Bryant  family  lie  buried  here. 

Following  Belmont  Street  to  the  west  till  we  come 
near  the  mill  at  Tilden's  Corner,  on  Liberty  Street, 
we  find  a  neat  little  yard,  fenced  with  a  substantial 
stone  wall,  with  but  a  few  graves  in  it,  and  those  that 
are  there  seem  to  exhibit  some  care. 

We  find  another  small  burying-gronnd  on  Pleasant 
Street,  near  the  residence  of  Charles  T.  Reynolds,  in 
which  are  but  a  few  graves. 

There  is  also  a  burying-ground  in  the  easterly  part 
of  the  town,  on  Pine  Street,  near  the  residence  of  the 
late  Samuel  Packard,  in  very  good  order. 

On  Summer  Street,  near  the  residence  of  the  late 
John  Thompson,  is  another  small  yard,  inclosed  with 
a  substantial  stone  fence,  in  wliich  are  several  graves 
of  comparatively  recent  date. 

Melrose  Cemetery. — Traveling  on  the  road  from 
Brockton  to  Stoughton,  on  the  Taunton  tuinpike, 
we  find  a  moderate-size  spot  of  ground  set  apart  for 
burial  purposes,  under  the  above  name.  In  these 
grounds  is  one  tomb  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Capt.  Lemuel  Packard.  This  yard  has  the  appear- 
ance of  neatness,  and  is  a  very  desirable  location  for 
a  cemetery. 

In  1848,  Messrs.  Chandler  Sprague,  Esq.,  and 
William  F.  Brett  purchased  a  lot  of  land  containing 
about  fifteen  acres,  of  Azel   Packard,  extending  from 
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Centre  Street  ou  the  uorth  to  Crescent  Street  on  the 
south,  and  bordering  upon  Sprague's  Pond  on  the 
west,  for  tlie  purpose  of  a  cemetery.  The  land  was 
divided  into  lots,  walks,  and  avenues,  and  sold  to 
various  individuals  for  burial  purposes. 

The  followiug  persons  were  organized  into  a  cor- 
poration under  the  name  of  Union  Cemetery,  Oak 
Grove,  of  North  Bridgewater,  April  27, 1S49,  naiucly : 
Benjamin  Kingman,  George  B.  Dunbar,  Abel  King- 
man, George  W.  Bryant,  David  Howard,  Chandler 
Sprague,  Francis  M.  Frencli,  Bobert  Smith,  Lorenzo 
D.  Hervcy,  William  P.  Howard,  Edward  Soutii- 
worth,  Jr.,  Charles  S.  Johnson,  and  William  P. 
Brett. 

The  cemetery  was  consecrated  by  appropriate  ex- 
ercises May  21,  1849,  at  which  Rev.  Daniel  Hunting- 
ton, of  Campello,  delivered  an  able  address  appropri- 
ate to  the  occasion. 

There  is  also  another  cemetery  on  the  north  side 
of  Court  Street,  near  Perez  Southwortli's,  containing 
about  three  acres,  which  is  occupied  by  the  friends 
of  the  Crttliolic  persuasion,  under  care  of  Rev.  T.  B. 
McNulty,  called  St.  Patrick's  Cemetery. 

Hearse. — In  the  early  history  of  towns  we  find  it 
was  customary  to  carry  the  remains  of  departed 
friends  to  the  grave  upon  a  bier  made  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  was  usually  carried  upon  the  shoulders  of 
men  selected  for  that  service,  who  were  called  bear- 
ers. Upon  tiie  introduction  of  carriages  an  effort 
was  made  to  procure  a  hearse  to  take  the  place  of  the 
bier. 

In  a  warrant  calling  a  meeting  of  the  North  Parish 
in  April,  1818,  we  find  an  article  "to  see  if  the 
parish  would  build,  or  cause  to  be  built,  a  hearse  or 
decent  carriage  to  carry  tiie  dead  to  a  place  of  inter- 
ment, and  a  building  to  keep  the  same  in."  "  Voted 
not  to  act  upon  the  article.'' 

Judging  by  a  vote  passed  in  November,  1828,  we 
should  suppose  that  a  hcarso  and  house  were  built 
by  private  enterprise.  The  vote  is  as  follows : 
"  Voted  to  accept  of  the  hoarse  and  house  as  pre- 
sented by  the  proprietors  to  the  town  of  North 
Bridgewater,  and  that  said  town  will  pay  the  balance 
due  to  Captain  David  Ames  for  building  said  house, 
amounting  to  fifty-two  dollars." 

The  house  stood  on  the  old  church  green  until 
Aug.  10,  1835,  when  tlie  parish  voted  to  have  it 
removed  on  account  of  building  the  parsonage  house. 

Nov.  4,  1850,  a  committee  was  chosen  to-day  to 
repair  the  old  or  build  a  new  hearse.  Franklin  Ames, 
Eliphalct  Kingman,  and  Unci  Richmond  were  the 
committee.  A  new  hearse  was  procured  during  the 
year,  and  is  the  one  now  owned  by  the  town. 


March  18,  1788,  at  a  meeting  held  this  day  in  the 
North  Parish  "to  see  if  the  parish  will  vote  to  purchis 
a  burying  cloath,  and  choose  a  man  or  men  to  purchis 
the  same,"  it  was  "voted  that  the  picciiiet  committee 
purchis  a  burying  cloath,  aud  the}'  use  tlicir  Discresion 
in  that  afair." 

Town  Pound. — In  the  early  settloment  of  the  towns 
throughout  the  province  swine  were  alluweJ  to  ruu  at 
large,  upon  their  being  properly  yoked,  between  April 
1st  aud  October  15th,  and  '•  ringed  in  the  nose  uU 
the  rest  of  the  year,"  under  a  penalty  of  sixpence 
each.  Also  all  sheep  running  at  large,  and  not  under 
a  shepherd,  between  May  1st  and  Octuber  olst  to  a 
fine  of  threepence  each.  The  several  towns  could,  by 
vote  of  a  majority,  allow  them  to  ruu  at  large,  but 
when  they  voted  not  to  have  them  run  there  was  need 
of  a  place  to  put  those  who  should  violate  the  law 
and  break  into  corn-fields  or  private  iuclosures.  In 
1608  a  law  was  passed  requiring  towns  to  make  and 
keep  a  pound,  as  follows  : 

"That  tUero  shall  be  a  suUiciL'nt  jiound  or  pounild  made  and 
umintained,  from  time  to  liiiio,  in  every  towit  and  precinct 
within  thi:i  province,  iu  :juch  part  or  places  tliercut'  as  tlie  select- 
men shall  direct  and  appoint,  at  a  oust  and  cliargc  of  such  town 
and  precinct,  for  the  impounding  or  rcstrainin;^  of  any  swine, 
neat  cattle,  horses,  or  sheep  as  shall  be  found  dainage-fca:iunt  in 
any  corn-tield  or  other  enclosures;  or  swine,  unyuked  or  un- 
ringod,  neat  cattle,  horses,  or  sbecp  guin;^  upon  the  couimou, 
not  allowed  to  feed  there  by  the  major  part  of  the  I'ropriety,"  etc. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  retiuiremcnt  the  town 
of  Bridgewater  maintained  a  town  pound  from  its  first 
settlement,  and  when  it  was  divided  into  precincts 
each  precinct  was  required  to  erect  one  within  their 
limits.  The  North  Parish  (now  Brockton)  being  a 
law-loving  and  law-abiding  people,  erected  one  upon 
or  near  the  meeting-house  green,  which  remained  till 
1828,  when,  by  a  vote  of  the  town  of  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton),  it  was  removed.  April  7, 
1828,  the  followiug  record  appears  on  the  town  books: 
"  Voted  to  accept  the  offer  of  Benjamin  Kingman, 
which  is  to  furnish  the  town  with  a  pound  for  forty 
years,  and  remove  the  stone  of  the  pound  for  his  own 
use  as  a  compensation." 

Mr.  Kiu<;man  furnished  the  same  aecordintr  to 
agreement. 

When  the  lands  of  our  fathers  were  wild  and  un- 
fenced,  the  "cattell,"  "hoggs,  "sheap,"  and  "bosses" 
were  allowed  to  run  at  large  in  the  fields  and  roads, 
and  then  the  cattle  were  usually  marked  in  some 
way,  generally  by  a  slit  in  one  or  both  of  the  cars, 
and  the  marks  were  recorded  upon  the  records  of  the 
town,  and  a  bell  was  also  attached  to  their  necks. 
The  hogs  were  either  "  yoaked"  or  had  "  wrings"  in 
their  noses  to  prevent  their  doing  damage,  aud   the 
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sheep  wore  yokes  also ;  tlie  horses  were  fettered  with 
a  ch;iiD  passing  from  one  anklt;  to  anotiier,  that  they 
might  be  takeu  at  pleasure. 

As  the  country  became  settled,  people  began  to 
fence  their  lots  and  farms,  and  swine  were  placed  in 
small  pens,  the  sheep  placed  in  fold.s,  and  the  cattle 
inclosed  in  lots  used  as  pasture. 

Lock-up. — The  next  thing  in  order  should  be  the 
lock-up.  Provision  having  been  made  for  penning 
cattle  and  other  animals,  there  was  also  a  need  of  some 
place  in  which  persons  committing  ciiinus,  and  who 
could  not  take  cave  of  themselves,  could  be  placed  fur 
safe-keeping,  or  be  kept  until  they  could  have  a  trial. 

The  number  of  such  persons  was  very  few  previous 
to  about  1852,  when  the  town  voted  to  provide  a 
place  for  the  safe-keeping  of  criminals.  The  first  place 
provided  was  the  building  that  had  previously  been 
used  as  a  hearse-house,  which  was  fitted  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  used  till  1857,  when  the  town  voted  to  dis- 
pose of  the  lock-up,  and  provide  a  suitable  place  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  criminals  upon  the  town  farm. 

Again,  Nov.  30,  1857,  the  town  "  voted  to  ciioose 
a  committee  of  three  to  build  a  lock-up  for  the  deten- 
tion of  criminals,  and  that  said  committee  be  and  are 
hereby  authorized  to  purchase  or  lease  a  lot  of  land 
within  the  limits  of  the  Watch  District."  George  B. 
Dunbar,  Elijah  H.  Joslyu,  and  Lyman  Clark  were  the 
committee,  who  proceeded  to  erect  the  same  upon  a 
lot  of  land  purchased  of  \V.  Holliston  Whitman,  a 
short  distance  south  of  Crescent  Street.  The  build- 
ing is  built  of  brick,  with  cells  fitted  with  iron  bed- 
steads, bars,  and  bolts,  in  a  durable  form.  The  build- 
ing was  inclosed  by  a  board  fence  several  feet  high. 
There  is  now  a  regularly  organized  police  established 
in  the  city,  and  a  lock-up  was  made  connected  with 
the  police-station. 

Poor. — Until  within  a  few  years  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  different  towns  of  Massachusetts  to  "  vendue 
the  poor ;"  that  is,  to  sell  the  support  of  the  poor  to 
the  one  who  would  do  it  the  cheapest.  The  last  vote 
we  find  on  record  in  relation  to  selling  the  poor  in  the 
town  of  Brockton  was  April  1,  1822,  as  follows: 
"  Voted  that  all  paupers  who  cannot  by  themselves  or 
friends  procure  a  home,  to  be  put  out  at  public  auc- 
tion or  private  sale,  for  one  year  from  the  15th  iust., 
the  remainder  to  be  provided  for  by  the  selectmen." 

In  ISUO  the  propriety  of  building  a  house  for 
the  use  of  the  town,  and  to  provide  a  place  for 
the  poor,  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  citi- 
zens in  town-meeting,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  concerning  the  expediency  of 
purchasing  a  poor-house.  Mark  Perkins,  Caleb 
Howard,   Esq.,  Eliphalet   Kingman,  Jonathan   Gary, 


and  Bela  Keith,  Esq.,  were  the  committee,  who  re- 
ported that  the  subject  of  purchasing  a  town  farm 
was  worthy  the  attention  of  the  town.  Accordingly, 
April  4,  1831,  Benjamin  Kingman,  Micah  Packard, 
and  Abel  Kingman  were  appointed  a  committee  with 
full  power  to  purchase  a  house  and  land  fur  the  use 
of  the  town's  poor.  April  25,  1831,  a  farm  was  pur- 
chased of  Benjamin  King,  Esq.,  in  the  easterly  part 
of  the  town,  consisting  of  ninety-four  and  three- 
quarters  acres  of  land  and  buildings  thereon,  formerly 
known  as  the  Deacon  Jacob  Fuller  farm,  fur  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  tweuty-Qve  dollars. 
A  superintendent  was  appointed  yearly  to  manage  the 
farm  and  take  proper  care  of  the  poor.  Deacou 
Jacob  Fuller  was  the  first  person  placed  iu  charge. 
Thcron  Ames,  Josiah  Dunbar,  Westou  Simmons,  Col- 
well  Jones,  and  the  present  superintendent,  Howard, 
have  had  the  management  since  the  first.  A  board  of 
faithful  and  trusty  overseers  of  the  poor  are  annually 
elected  by  the  town,  who  have  the  general  oversight 
of  the  poor  and  provide  for  their  wants,  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  poor  of  the  town  are  well  cared  for. 
This  farm,  with  additions  made  by  purchase  at  dif- 
ferent times,  is  the  present  City  Farm,  consisting  now 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres.  The  old 
buildings  having  been  out  of  repair  and  unfit  for  alms- 
house purposes  for  some  time,  the  matter  of  better 
accommodation  has  been  a  subject  of  discussion  for 
some  years. 

By  vote  of  the  City  Council,  in  1883,  the  joint 
standing    Committee    on    Public    Property   and    the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  acting  jointly,  were  author- 
ized to  contract  for  a  house  and  barn,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  erected  on  such  a  location  on   the  City 
I  Farm  as  they  may  select.     Acting  under  this  vote,  a 
I  location   was  selected   on   the  west  side  of  Thatcher 
Street,  and  June  JJth    the   committee   advertised  for 
bids    for  the   erection  of  the  buildings.     Nine    pro- 
po.sals  were  received.     They  were  opened  June  23d. 
John  F.  Beals  being  the  lowest  bidder,  the  contract 
[  was  awarded  to  him  July  6th,  he  contracting  to  build 
and  complete  (excepting  heating)  the  buildings  for 
I  eleven  thousand  three  hundred  dollars.     The  contract 
j  for  heating  was  later  awarded   to  R.  G.  Shepard,  for 
1  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  building  contract  called  for  a  hou.se  consisting 

of  a  main  or  central  portion  three  stories  high,  thirty 

]  feet  long,  thirty-nine  feet  wide,  with  two  wings,  each 

j  thirty-six  feet  long  and  thirty-one  feet  wide,  two  and 

a  half  stories  high  ;  also  a  barn,  seventy  feet  long  and 

!  forty  feet  wide.     The  buildings  have  been  completed 

to   our  satisfaction.     The    inmates   were    transferreil 

from   the  old  house  Deo.  31,  1883.     The  house  is 
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admirably  adapted  for  the  business,  beioj;  heated 
thioup;hout  by  steam,  ample  hospital  accommodations 
in  the  upper  story  of  the  main  house  (a  necessity 
which  has  long  existed),  pleasant,  well-ventilated 
slecpinsr-rooms,  complete  arrangements  for  cooking, 
hot  and  cold  water  in  wash-room, — in  fact,  every 
arranu'ment  for  the  proper  care  and  comfort  of  forty 
inmates. 

The  barn  is  well  fitted,  having  accommodations  for 
eighteen  cattle  and  several  horses,  and  ample  con- 
veniences far  their  care.  The  city  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated upon  the  completion  of  these  buildings,  and  that 
the  poor  can  be  well  provided  for. 

Warning  out  of  Town. — The  people  in  ancient 
days  resorted  to  various  means  to  prevent  immigrants 
coming  into  town  from  becoming  chargeable  upon  the 
public.  A  custom  much  iu  use  in  the  town  of 
Bridgcwatcr  was  to  notify  or  warn  the  parties  mov- 
ing into  the  town  "to  depart  hence."  We  insert  a 
copy  of  one  handed  to  us  as  a  specimen  of  early 
notions : 

•'  Plymouth  Ml. 

"To  Joiix  Tii.iiKN,  Jm.NKii: 
•'  I!y  virtue  of  a.  warnint  IVoin  tlie  selcctmoD  of  tbu  town  of 
liiijguwutor,  you   ;ire   ruciucstod  to  i]c|);irt  the  liniita  of  said 
town  williin  fifteen  iliiys,  you  not  Imvin;;  obtuineil  leave  of  iii- 
liii biting  the  same. 

•'Jonathan  Kkith,  Cuimitiljle. 
"  November  23,  178'J." 

Town-House. — The  first  town-meeting  in  the  town 
of  North  Bridgcwatcr  (now  Brockton)  was  held  iu 
the  meeting-house  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
in  1821 .  Since  that  time  the  meeting  has  been  holdeu 
ill  the  various  public  halls  in  the  village.  Several 
attempts  have  been  luade  to  see  if  the  town  would 
build  a  house  suitable  for  holding  town-meetings. 
The  first  move  in  that  direction  was  in  18-13,  as 
appears  by  vote  of  the  town  Dec.  IG,  1843.  At  a 
meeting  held  on  that  day  to  see  if  the  town  would 
purcha.se  the  Second  Congregational  meeting-house, 
it  was  "  voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  to  con- 
sider of  the  matter,  and  report  at  a  future  meeting." 
LJenjamin  Kingman,  Jesse  Perkins,  and  Eliphalet 
Kingman  were  the  committee.  In  1847  the  subject 
was  brought  before  the  town  at  a  meeting  held  in 
^lay,  at  which  it  was  "  voted  to  postpone  building  a 
town-house  at  present."  Again,  "  Marcii  11,  ISoU, 
Bela  Keith,  Esii.,  Jesse  Perkins,  Esq.,  Col.  Edward 
Southworth,  Caleb  Copeland,  Marcus  Packard,  Isaac 
Hartwell,  and  Capt.  Henry  French  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  procure  a  plan  of  a  building,  and  the 
probable  cost  of  the  same,  also  the  subject  of  pur- 
chasing a  lot  of  laud,  and  report  at  a  future  meet- 
ing."    A  report  was  made,  and,  Sept.   G,  1850,  the 


committee  were  instructed  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land 
of  William  P.  Howard,  which  was  done.  The  lot 
situated  opposite  II.  W.  Piobinson's  store,  corner  of 
Main  and  Centre  Streets,  the  lot  on  which  Bryant's 
Block  stands,  and  Brockton's  elegant  pust-ofiice,  was 
purchased  of  Mr.  Howard  for  the  sum  ol'  tiftuoii  hun- 
dred dollars.  April  30,  1855,  the  town  voted  to 
authorize  the  selectmen  to  sell  the  town-house  lot  at 
public  auction  within  thirty  days.  The  lot  was  sold 
to  Mr.  David  F.  Studley  and  others  fur  three  thou- 
sand and  fifty  dollars. 

The  above  is  the  last  we  have  heard  in  reference 
to  erecting  a  town-house. 

Telegraph. — The  first  electric  current  that  passed 
through  the  town  of  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brock- 
ton) on  wires  was  in  185G.  The  line  was  run  from 
Boston  to  Myrick's  Station,  on  the  line  of  the  Fall 
River  Railroad.  The  proprietors  were  Messrs.  Brewer 
and  Baldwin.  At  first  the  nearest  olEce  to  this  town 
was  at  Bridgewater.  A  short  time  had  elapsed  after 
ihc  completion  of  the  wires  when  an  ell'ort  was  made 
to  have  an  office  established  nearer  to  this  town,  and 
through  the  efforts  of  Franklin  Ames,  lvs.|.,  oiio  was 
opened  to  the  public  May  G,  lS5(i.  The  following 
is  the  first  message  to  the  citizens  of  the  town,  and 
was  from  the  editor  of  the  Barustub/r  /'iihiul,  to  the 
editor  of  the  Nortli  Bridgewuttr  GitzcUc  : 
"To  Gkoiioe  I'uinney: 

"We  con;;ratuhite  you,  and  others  of  Nortli  lirid^ewatei-,  on 
tho  openinj^of  a  teleyniph-olHce  at  your  plaee.  I  am  hapiiy  to 
skaku  hands  with  you  this  I'.JI.     God  bless  and  iirusper  you. 

"S.   I!.   I'lllSXKV." 

li.^ly. 
"  To  Majou  Pni.vxKV: 

"  We  reeeive  your  congratulations  upon  the  oeca^inii  of  open- 
ing a  tclegraph-otfiee  here  witli  hcarti'elt  pleasure.  May  the 
connection  this  day  ert'eeted  between  North  nriilgewater  aini 
Capo  Cod  never  bo  severed.  With  the  hope  that  the  Union  may 
be  preserved,  "  I  remain  youis  truly, 

"(itouia:   I'liiNShV." 

Telephone. — The  Brockton  Telepiione  Company's 
business  was  started  in  April,  1878,  by  building  a  line 
from  Brockton  to  Cumpello,  one  and  one-half  mihs 
distant. 

Ill  1880  a  company  wxs  organized  fur  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  line  to  Boston  and  local  extensions, 
with  a  capital  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
afterwards  iucreased  to  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 
Col.  John  J.  Whipple  was  president ;  George  E.  Bry- 
ant, Henry  E.  Lincoln,  Augustus  T.  Jones,  and  D. 
T.  Burrell,  of  Brockton,  with  C.  D.  Nash,  of  South 
Abington,  and  C.  A.  Stearns,  of  Boston,  directors; 
Charles  W.  Sumner,  clerk  and  treasurer. 

The  first  communication  from  Brockton  to  Boston 
was  by  A.  E.  Sproul,  Esq.,  the  correspondent  of  the 
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Boston  Herald,  May  27,  1881,  the  eveiiiu;.^  on  whicli 
the  line  was  completed.  Thus  tlie  city  of  Brockton 
is  in  coinujuuication  with  the  outer  world  by  tele- 
phone to  any  point  within  speaking  distance. 

Stages. — Who  is  there  that  does  not  recollect  how 
the  old  mail-coach  sounded  as  it  rattled  over  tlie  stone 
roads  from  Brockton  to  Boston,  first  tri-weekly,  then 
daily,  carryinjr  the  mails  ?  IIow  the  people  gathered 
around  the  driver  to  catcli  the  latest  news  on  the 
route,  fur  a  staf^e-dviver  was  the  greatest  man  of  the 
age.  Hoar  the  crack  of  his  whip  as  lie  reius  the 
horses  up  to  every  person's  door,  and  piles  on  the 
trunks  and  bandboxes.  Now  the  iron  horse  takes  the 
place  of  horse-flesh,  and  steam  the  place  of  outs  and 
hay. 

The  first  public  stage  that  ran  through  or  from 
Brockton  was  about  1820;  it  was  a  joint-stock  com- 
pany, of  whom  Siliis  Packard,  Esq.,  of  Brockton, 
SetU  Alien,  of  Halifax,  Capt.  Nathaniel  H.  Cross,  of 
East  Bridgewater,  and  Capt.  Asa  Pratt,  of  South 
Bridgewater,  were  part  owners.  It  consisted  of  a  two- 
hor.se  carriage  that  was  formerly  used  by  Governor 
Phillips  as  a  private  carriage.  Col.  Nathan  Jones,  of 
Brockton,  was  a  driver  for  one  year.  It  started  from 
Bridgewater  three  time.s  a  week.  After  running  about 
two  years,  the  company  sold  their  interest  to  Messrs.  A. 
M.  Withington  and  Burr,  who  afterwards  sold  to  Na- 
thaniel Blake  and  Wheeler.  Soon  after  Mr.  Wheeler 
sold  his  interest  to  Jacob  Churchill,  and  he  to  Newton 
Hodges,  who  continued  to  conduct  the  line  with  Mr. 
Blake.  At  the  time  Mr.  Withington  bought  of  the 
company,  Col.  Jones  left  the  line  and  started  a  two- 
horse  coach  from  Brockton,  running  from  that  place  on 
jMondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Saturdays,  in  and  out  from 
Boston  the  same  day.  While  Col.  Jones  was  running 
his  coach,  Mr.  John  Madden,  of  Randolph,  put  on  a 
coach  to  run  from  that  place  to  Boston.  Sir.  Madden 
and  Col.  Jones  soon  put  their  teams  together  and  ran 
from  Brockton  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  they  ran  their  coach  to  Bridgewater.  ^Messrs. 
Hodge  and  Blake  continued  to  own  and  run  the  line, 
carrying  tiie  mails  from  Bridgewater  through  Brock- 
ton, they  running  one  day,  and  Mes.srs.  Jones  and 
Madden  running  opposite  days.  Mr.  Blake  then  sold 
his  interest  to  Col.  Jones,  and  he  to  John  Long,  who 
continued  till  the  opening  of  the  railroad. 

An  opposition  coach  was  started  in  1837  or  1838 
by  Jabez  Gould,  and  ran  to  Boston  daily  from  Brock- 
ton Village  till  the  "  Stoughton  Branch  Railroad" 
was  built,  when  he  ran  in  connection  with  the  cars; 
he  ceased  to  run  when  the  "  Fall  River  Railroad" 
began  to  run  their  cars,  in  184(5.  Another  line  of 
coaches  passed  through  the  "  West  Shares"  in  the 


west  part  of  the  town,  on  the  old  turnpike  from 
Taunton  to  Boston.  The  line  was  owned  for  many 
years  by  Jesse  Smith,  of  Taunton. 

S.  D.  Butler  commenced  running  a  line  of  coaches 
in  connection  with  the  Stoughton  cars,  from  the  Sal- 
i>bury  House,  Campello,  Oct.  2,  1854,  but  continued 
fur  a  short  time  only.  May  13,  1857,  A.  S.  Porter 
commenced  a  lino  to  Boston  three  times  a  week,  and 
in  the  middle  of  next  month  commenced  to  run  a 
daily  line.  I.  Tisdale,  of  Stoughton,  and  Juliii  (J. 
Hudson,  of  East  Bridgewater,  ran  a  coach  from 
Stoughton  to  Plymouth  for  a  year  or  more  about 
twelve  years  since.  There  was  also  a  line  of  stag.s 
connecting  at  Bridgewater  with  a  coach  for  New  Bed- 
ford, owned  by  Pelatiah  Gould,  that  passed  through 
the  town  to  Boston  tri-weekly  about  the  same  time. 

Post-Offices. — The  first  po.st-office  established  in 
Brockton  was  in  181G.  The  following  are  the  names 
of  the  postmasters  from  1816  to  the  present  time  : 

Chillies  Packard Nov.  2,  ISlfi. 

Nathaniel  t'ro^a July  I,  IS:;y. 

Edward  Southworth,  Jr Sept.  10,  1S:10. 

Aaron  U.Drake..... July  '-'U,  ISa.l. 

Abel  W.  Kiuguan Due.  11,  ISJo. 

Henry  French 1^01. 

Aui;ustu3  T.  Jones 

(ieorjje  H.  FuUertou 

Joseph  M.  Hollywood  is  the  present  postmaster. 
A  post-office  was  established  in  the  west  part  of  the 
town  in  1828,  called  Northwest  Bridgewater,  now 
"  Brockton  Heights,"  with  the  following  appoint- 
ments : 

Kcnian   Packard Nov.  1.-!.  182S. 

Nathaniel  II.  Crons luly  1,  1S2'J. 

Geur^'e  Clark Feb.  11,  KS:SI. 

Levi  French .''ept.  .i,  US40. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  a  post-office  in 
the  North  Parish  and  the  running  of  a  niail-cuacli, 
the  letters  and  what  few  newspapers  people  had  in 
those  days  were  brought  to  town  by  post-riders,' 
market-wagons,  and  other  private  conveyances  fruin 
Boston.  At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  of  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  in  1S21, 
a  regular  established  line  of  mail  communication  hav- 
ing been  provided  by  the  government,  there  was  one 
mail  per  day  from  the  city,  and  since  the  mail  has  been 
carried  by  railroad  there  are  six  mails  each  way  daily. 

Previous  to  1850  the  people  of  Campello  had  for 
some  time  hired  the  mail  for  that  village  brought 
down  to  them  by  a  special  messenger,  for  distribution 
at  the  store;  but  finding  the  business  increasing  to 
such  an  extensive  amount  daily,  a  few  public-spirited 
individuals  of  that  place  petitioned  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  separate  post-office.     This  was  granted  to 

'  Maj.  Ilartwell,  of  West  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  was  post-rider. 
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them   Fub.   12,   1850,  at  which  time  Mr.  Nelson  J. 
Foss  was  appointed  postmaster. 

Albert  Keith  has  held  that  office  for  several  years, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent.  The  post-office  at 
Brockton  is  one  of  the  best-arranged  offices  in  the 
country,  having  the  must  approved  boxes,  and  in  a 
tine  brick  block  owned  by  George  E.  Bryant,  Esq. 

PUBLIC    BUILDINGS,  BLOCKS,  HALLS,  ETC. 

Academy  of  Music,  Main,  corner  Main  ami  Cresceut  Streets. 

Almshouse,  Almshouse  Lano,  webt  aide  of  Thatcher  Street. 

Athertou  blouk,  Muin,  opiiosite  Haverhill  Street. 

Avou  bhiclt,  Linden  Street. 

LJixby  Ijuildiiijr,  corner  Main  and  School  Streets. 

Bryant  buildinj;,  corner  Muin  and  Centre  Street.-). 

Central  biocif,  corner  Main  and  Centre  Streets. 

City  block,  corner  Main  and  Ward  Streets. 

Clark's  block,  corner  Main  and  Centre  Streets. 

Concert  Hall,  corner  Mala  and  High  Streets. 

Court-houde,  corner  Main  and  Kast  Elm  Streets. 

Cunningham  Hull,  on  East  Elm  Street. 

Forester's  Hall,  on  East  Elm  Street. 

Gazette  buildinj,',  opposite  Fir^t  Churcli. 

Gardner's  block,  corner  Montello  and  Centre  Streets. 

Goodall'a  block,  Main  Street  (Campello). 

Grand  Army  Republic  Hall,  llydcr's  block,  Main,  oppoaitc 
BeliiioDt  Street. 

Jlibemian  Hall,  East  Elui,  ucai-  Main  Street. 

Home  Bauk  building,  corner  Main  and  Church  Streets. 

Howard  block.  Main,  opposite  Church  Street. 

Howard,  Clark  .t  Co.,  neurly  opposite  Church  Street. 

Joslyu  block,  Centre  Street,  near  Main  Street. 

Kcitb'a  block,  Main,  corner  Depot  Street  (Campello). 

Kingman'i  block,  Main,  near  School  Street-i. 

Linden  block,  corner  Main  and  Linden  Streets. 

Lyman  block,  Muin,  near  High  Street. 

Mnsonto  Hall,  in  city  block,  corner  Main  and  High  Street. 

Meehunic's  Hall  in  Packard  block,  Main,  corner  Main  and 
East  Ehu  Streets. 

McrcuDtilc  building,  eornei'  Main  and  EiLst  Elm  Streets. 

Music  Hall,  in  Mercantile  building. 

New  Churcli  Hall,  basement  New  Jerusalem  Church,  XLiin 
Street,  near  corner  Crescent  Street. 

Odd-Fellows'  Hall,  Howard  block.  Main,  near  High  Street. 

Opera  House  block,  Mercantile  building,  Muin,  corner  East 
Elm  Street. 

Packard  Block,  corner  Main  and  East  Elm  Streets. 

Perkins  bl()ck,  coiner  Main  and  Green  Streets. 

Perkins  Hall,  in  Perkins  block,  corner  Maiu  and  Green 
Streets. 

Peiry's  block,  Centre,  beyond  railroad  cros^iug. 

Public  Library,  in  Sutucket  block,  corner  Kim  and  Main 
St  recta. 

Uichmond  building,  Church  Street. 

Kyder  building.  Main,  opposite  Hotel  Belmont. 

Satucket  bluck,  corner  Main  and  Elm  Streets. 

Spaulding  building,  next  south  of  Kingman'*  block. 

Star  building.  Main,  near  High  Street. 

St.  Patrick's  Totul  Abstinence  Society's  Hull,  Kingman's 
block,  Main  Street. 

Studlcy  block,  415  Main. 

Theutrc  building,  East  Elm,  near  ALiin  Street. 

Tyler  Cobb's  (now  Curtis  Bros,')  building,  corner  ALiin  and 
High  Streets. 


AVashbum's  block,  corner  Main  and  School  Streets. 
Webster  Hall,  East  Elm,  near  Main  Street. 
White's  bluck,  Muin,  opposite  Hotel  Belmont. 


CHAPTEK    XXIII. 

SOCIETIES— MISCELLANEOUS. 

Masonic. — Paul  Revere  Lodge  op  Iuiee  .a.nii 
Accepted  Masons. — This  lodge  was  in.-,ticuteJ  Feb. 
5,  1856,  and  is  in  a  flouvisliiiig  cotiditiuii,  with  a 
prospect  of  exteuded  usefulness  under  iis  exeellent 
officers.  The  original  petitioners  were  Lueien  1>. 
Keith,  George  Clark,  Lorenzo  D.  Ilervey,  Koheit 
Smith,  Alexander  Hichboru,  Jonas  11.  Perkins,  Esq., 
Augustus  Mitchell,  David  Cobb,  Thomas  May,  Samuel 
Howard,  and  Hiram  Packard. 

The  following  were  the  officers  at  the  foruiatiou  of 
society:  Lueien  B.  Keith,  W.  M. ;  George  Clark,  S. 
W. ;  Lorenzo  D.  Hers'ey,  J.  AV.  ;  Augustus  Mitchell, 
S.  J). ;  Alexander  Hichborn,  J.  I).  ;  Robert  Smith, 
Treas.  ;  Jonas  R.  Perkins,  Sec.  ;  Iliram  Packard,  S. 
S. ;  Thomas  Mayhew,  Tyler. 

Present  officers:  Edward  Parker.  Jr.,  W.  M.  ; 
David  W.  Battles,  S.  W. ;  Robert  L.  Williams,  J. 
W. ;  Bradford  E.  Jones,  Treas.  ;  Frederick  R.  French, 
Sec. ;  Loyed  E.  Chamberlain,  S.  D. ;  Henry  Ilartwell, 
J.  D. ;  Albert  Mauley,  S.  S. ;  James  C.  Tannatt,  J. 
S. ;  Henry  C.  Gurney,  Organist ;  Ge(jrge  E.  Bryant 
(2)  Tyler;  Rev.  A.  Everett  Goodeuougli,  Chap. 

Satucket  Royal  Arch  Ciiaptku. — The  follow- 
ing persons  petitioned  for  a  chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  which  was  granted  Dec.  7,  IbGi) :  Charles 
C.  Bixby,  Baalis  Sanlbrd,  Jr.,  Francis  M.  French, 
Enos  H.  Reynolds,  Loring  W.  Puffer,  Francis  B. 
Washburn,  Davis  S.  Packard,  Francis  A.  Thayer, 
Samuel  B.  Hinckley,  L.  Bradford  Howard,  Alfred 
Laws,  Rufus  E.  Brett,  Allen  Crocker,  Jonas  R.  Per- 
kins, Peter  F.  Hollywood,  Francis  ^L  Sylve.--ter,  E. 
I.  Packard,  W.  S.  Gurney,  James  H.  Cooper,  lleury 
A.  Brett,  Edgar  E.  Dean,  E.  Wilson  Morse,  William 
W.  Cross,  Benjamin  R.  Clapp,  J.  D.  Mitchell. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  first  officers  :  Baali.s 
Sanford,  Jr.,  H.  P.  ;  Charles  C.  Bixby,  K.  ;  Francis 
M.  French,  S.;  Alfred  Laws,  C.  of  H.;  Enos  H. 
Reynolds,  P.  S. ;  E.  Austin  Packard,  R.  A.  C. ; 
James  H.  Cooper,  M.  3d  V.  ;  Davis  S.  Packard,  M. 
2d  v.;  Charles  A.  P.  Mason,  JL  1st  V. ;  Francis  A. 
Thayer,  Treas.  ;  Jonas  R.  Perkins,  Sec.  ;  George  G. 
Withington,  Chap.  ;  John  Underhay,  S.  S.  ;  Veranus 
FilooD,  J.  S. ;  Hiram  D.  Keudrick,  Tyler. 

Present   officers,    1884:    Veranus    Filooii,    M.    E. 
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H.  P. ;  David  W.  Battles,  K. ;  John  West^'ate,  S. ; 
Albion  H.  Howe,  C.  of  11.  ;  David  W.  Blaiikinship, 
P.  S. ;  Davis  S.  Packard, Tieas. ;  Fred.  R.  French,  Sec. ; 
Rev.  Samuel  Hudgkiss,  Chap.  ;  Joseph  Hersey,  M.  3d 
V.  ;  F.  A.  Kingman,  M.  2J  V.  ;  Albert  Mauley,  M. 
1st  v.;  John  A.  Jackson,  R.  A.  C. ;  George  E. 
Bryant  (2d),  Tyler. 

Bay  State  Commandf.ryof  Knights  Te.mplak. 
— A  special  assembly  of  the  Grand  Coiumandery  of 
JIassachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  was  called  to  meet 
at  Brockton,  Mass.,  June  24,  IbT-i,  for  the  purpose 
of  constitutiug  the  "  Buy  State  Conimaudery."  The 
day  Was  all  that  could  be  desired,  a  gala  day  for  Brock- 
ton ;  bright  uniforms  and  beautiful  banners  made  a 
grand  display,  which,  together  with  fine  music,  the 
.scene  was  not  soon  forgotten.  The  assembly  met  in 
Music  Hall,  where  were  the  ceremonies.  A  banquet 
was  served  in  Murray  Hall,  which  was  in  the  style  for 
which  the  citizens  of  Brockton  are  famous.  This 
was  the  first  public  iutroduction  of  Knights  Templar 
Masonry  into  the  town. 

List  of  original  members :  Baalis  Sanford,  Jr., 
Davis  Suow  Packard,  Everett  Austin  Packard,  Henry 
Copeland,  John  0.  Emerson,  Joseph  W.  Freeman, 
Henr}'  W.  Gammon,  John  Smith  Fuller,  Leonard 
Church  Stetson,  George  F.  Coughliu,  Henry  B.  Wood, 
Hiram  C.  Alden,  William  H.  Alden,  Jason  G.  How- 
ard, Euo3  Hawes  Reynolds,  Lewis  Porter,  George 
Richardson  Thompson,  Albion  Harrison  Howe,  James 
H.  Cooper,  Edward  Oman  Noyes,  Charles  A.  P. 
Mason,  Thomas  Reed,  Allen  Crocker,  Elbridge  Wilson 
Morse,  Rufus  E.  Brett,  Charles  Chancy  Bixby,  Frank 
Morton,  J.  Winsor  Pratt,  George  B.  Cuggswell, 
Henry  Herbert  Howard,  Jonas  Reynolds  Perkin.s, 
Lysander  Bradford  Howard,  Francis  Jlortimer 
French,  George  Edward  Freeman,  David  Brayton, 
Edgar  Everett  Dean,  Samuel  Bond  Hinckley,  Oscar 
Calkins,  Theodore  Meyers  House,  A.  J.  Gove,  George 
Brett,  Charles  Francis  Porter,  Fred.  L.  Brett,  Edward 
Parker,  Jr. 

List  of  first  officers :  Edward  Parker,  E.  C. ; 
Baalis  Sanford,  Jr.,  Gen. ;  Henry  H.  Packard,  Capt. 
Gen. ;  Theodore  M.  House,  Prel. ;  Hiram  C.  Alden, 
S.  W. ;  Enos  H.  Reynolds,  J.  W. ;  John  0.  Emer- 
son, Treas. ;  H.  Herbert  Howard,  Rec. ;  George  R. 
Thompson,  Sw.  B. ;  Heury  W.  Gammous,  St.  B. ; 
James  H.  Cooper,  W. ;  Joseph  W.  Freeman,  E.  Aus- 
tin Packard,  John  S.  Fuller,  C.'s  of  the  G. ;  Albion 
H.  Howe,  Sent. 

Present  organization  of  officers :  Elmer  W.  Wal- 
ker, E.  C. ;  A.  Cranston  Thompson,  Gen. ;  Veranus 
Filoon,  Capt.  Gen. ;  Miraudus  R.  Dustin,  Prel. ;  Ben- 
jamin 0.  Caldwell,  S.  W. ;  Albion  H.  Howe,  J.  W. ; 


Davis  S.  Packard,  Treas. ;  Baalis  Sanford,  Ree. ;  John 
A.  Jackson,  St.  B. ;  Walter  Bradford.  Sw.  15. ;  David 
AV.  Blankinship,  W. ;  Edward  S.  Powers,  C.  of  (}.  ; 
F.  A.  Kingman,  2d  G. ;  William  H.  Wade,  X.d  G. ; 
George  E.  Bryant  (2d),  Tyler. 

Brockton  Council,  Royal  and  Select  M.\sj- 
TEKS. — Chartered  April,  1884. 

Veranus  Filoon,  T.  I.  M. ;  A.  Cranston  Thunipsoii, 
Dep. ;  Edward  S.  Powers,  P.  C.  W. ;  Davis  S.  Pack- 
ard, Treas. ;  Baalis  Sanford,  Rec. ;  Charles  C.  IJi.xhy, 
C.  of  G. ;  Edward  Parker,  Jr.,  Con. ;  Rev.  Samuel 
Hodgkiss,  Chap. ;  Enos  H.  Reynolds,  M. ;  James 
Edgar,  St. ;  Stephen  W.  Leighton,  Sent.  Meet  un 
the  third  Friday  of  each  mouth,  in  "  Masonic  Hall," 
City  Block,  Main  Street. 

St.  George  Lodge  op  Free  and  Acckpted 
Masons,  Campello. — Chartered  Feb.  20,  1878 ; 
meet  in  Goodall's  Block,  Main  Street. 

Charter  members :  Fred.  W.  Park,  Damon  King- 
man, Thomas  W.  Child,  Elmer  L.  Keith,  Peter  Dal- 
ton,  J.  E.  Merchant,  George  A.  Haven,  Howard  P. 
Keith,  Charles  H.  Dalton,  Horace  B.  Rogers,  George 
M.  Skinner,  H.  A.  Monk,  William  Richards,  H.  N. 
P.  Hubbard,  George  Stevens,  Lyman  E.  Keith,  Wil- 
liam S.  Green,  J.  M.  Hyde,  Flavel  B.  Keith,  Gardner 
J.  Kingman. 

Number  of  members  in  1884,  sixty-two. 
Massasoit  Lodge  of  I.  0.  of  0.  F.,  No.  69.— This 
lodge  was  instituted  in  June,  184U.  Among  the 
members  of  the  society  were  the  following  persons, 
who  held  some  office  at  its  beginning:  Robert  Smith, 
Waldo  Bradford,  James  F.  Packard,  Cephas  W. 
Drake,  Ellis  Packard,  Samuel  Webster,  Luntnzo  D. 
Hervey,  Lorenzo  Dillingham,  T.  S.  MiiL-liell,  and 
Aaron  B.  Drake. 

In  187G,  Ellis  Packard,  Noah  Chesman,  Lorenzo 
D.  Hervey,  Horatio  E.  Paine,  Rufus  E.  Brett,  Oakes 
S.  Soule,  and  George  R.  Whitney  petitioned  for  a  new 
charter,  which  was  granted,  and  they  were  reinstitutcd 
by  Rev.  A.  St.  John  Chambre,  deputy,  Feb.  10,  1S71. 
The  following  were  the  first  officers  of  the  lodge : 
Noah  Chesman,  N.  G. ;  Lorenzo  D.  Hervey,  V.  G. ; 
Rufus  E.  Brett,  Sec. ;  Oakes  S.  Soule,  Treas. 

Officers  for  the  year  1884  :  Nathan  T.  Soule,  N.  G. ; 
Daniel  P.  Kenney,  V.  G. ;  Daniel  H.  Leach,  Rec. 
Sec;  William  H.  Savage,  Treas.;  Elmer  B.  Ilay- 
ward,  P.  S. ;  Albert  R.  Wade,  W. ;  Joshua  51.  Jen- 
ney.  Con. ;  \Villiam  H.  Mackey,  0.  G.  ;  Bradford  R. 
Parks,  I.  G. 

Membership,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five.     Meet- 
ings every  Thursday,  in  Odd-Fellows'  Ilall,  Howard 
Block,  Main  Street. 
Nemasket  Encampment,  I.  0.  of  0.  F.,  No.  44. — 
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— Chartered  Aug.  2,  1S71.  Instituted  Oct.  9, 
1371. 

Petitioiiiiip!  meiubers :  J.  W.  Freeman,  H.  F.  Bur- 
den, Waller  Seott,  Rufus  E.  Brett,  Sewall  P.  Howard, 
II.  Herbert  Howard,  E.  E.  Packard,  W.  F.  Strattou, 
Georse  E.  Minzey. 

Officers  at  the  organization,  1871  :  Henry  F.  Bor- 
den, C.  P.  ;  Walter  Scott,  S.  W.  ;  Rufus  E.  Brett, 
Scribe;  Sewall  P.  Howard,  Treas.  ;  H.  Herbert 
Howard,  J.  W.;  E.  E.  Packard,  Guide;  W.  F. 
Sirattou,  1.  S. ;  George  E.  Minzey,  0.  S.  ;  A.  St. 
Jiilin  Chambre,  H.  P. 

Officers  for  the  year  1834:  Arthur  P.  Starrett, 
C.  P.  ;  Kenelm  W.  Shaw,  H.  P. ;  Otis  Churchill, 
S.  W. ;  Adelbert  Belcher,  J.  W. ;  George  Garland, 
Scribe  ;   Henry  B.  Caldwell,  Treas. 

Meiubersiiip,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five.  Meet- 
ings second  and  fourth  Jloudays,  njouthly,  in  Odd- 
Fellows'  Hall,  Howard  Block,  Main  Street. 

Beatrice  Lodge,  No.  28,  Daughters  of  Rebec- 
cah.. — This  lodge  was  instituted  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  15, 
1S7G.     Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  officiating. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  elected  at  the 
first  meeting  :  N.  G.,  Col.  John  J.  Whipple  ;  V.  G., 
Mrs.  Emeline  F.  Allen;  R.  S.,  Mrs.  Emeline  H. 
Gould  ;  F.  S.,  E.  M.  Shaw  ;  Treas.,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Cald- 
well;  R.  S.  N.  G.,  Mrs.  Augustus  B.  Loring;  L.  S. 
N.  G.,  Mrs.  William  H.  Savage  ;  W.,  H.  H.  Howard  ; 
C,  Mi-s.  H.  M.  Bartlett ;  R.  S.  V.  G.,  John  0.  Em- 
erson ;  L.  S.  V.  G.,  J.  S.  Paine  ;  L  S.,  Augustus  B. 
Loring ;  0.  S.,  0.  B.  Hervey. 

There  were  fifty  ladies  who  have  become  members 
of  this  institution. 

Knights  of  Honor. — Buockton  Lodge,  No.  218, 
instituted  Jan.  27,  1S7G.  Charter  members  :  George 
R.  Fullorton,  Henry  H.  Filoon,  James  R.  Drew,  W. 
W.  Kidder,  H.  N.  P.  Hubbard,  George  W.  Reed, 
Eli  A.  Chase,  James  H.  Cooper,  Charles  0.  Wilbur, 
Myron  H.  Packard,  Frederic  E.  French,  S.  B.  Hink- 
ley,  Leonard  C.  Stetson,  Augustus  B.  Loring,  Edward 
0.  Noyes,  George  C.  Holmes,  John  S.  Fuller,  Charles 
Roundy. 

Officers :  George  M.  Copeland,  D. ;  William  E. 
Bird,  V.  D.  ;  Ethan  Allen,  A.  1).  ;  Frank  E.  Shaw, 
P.  D. ;  George  R.  Lyons,  Chap.  ;  Charles  Hartwell, 
G.  ;  David  W.  Blankinship,  Rep.;  Charles  Perkins, 
Fin.  Rep.  ;  John  McCarty,  Treas. ;  Frederic  Schroc- 
ter,  G. ;  John  Kohler,  S.  ;  Edward  0.  Noyes,  James 
H.  Cooper,  Rufas  E.  Packard,  trustees. 

Royal  Arcanum. — Brockton  Council,  No.  848, 
instituted  August,  1884.  L.  Morton  Packard,  R. ; 
Daniel  J.  Terhune,  P.  R. ;  Joseph  W.  Terhuue,  V. 
R.;   Charles  N.  Swift,  0.;    T.  G.   Nye,  Jr.,   Sec; 


David  W.  Blankinship,  Col. ;  Charles  Perkins,  Treas.  ; 
Charles  0.  Bates,  G.  ;  George  JI.  Copeland,  Chap.  ; 
AUston  Holbrook,  W. ;  Alfred  G.  Churcliill,  0.  S. 
Charter  members:  Charles  Perkins,  Daniel  J.  Ter- 
huue, L.  Morton  Packard,  Allston  Holbrook,  Samuel 
J.  Gruver,  George  M.  Copeland,  Joseph  W.  Terhune, 
Frank  H.  Wales,  Charles  H.  Shannon,  E.  H.  Shan- 
non, Charles  0.  Bates,  Charles  N.  Swift,  T.  G.  Nye, 
Jr.,  Alfred  G.  Churchill,  Fred.  M.  Atwood,  John 
Barbour,  Frank  Pluuuuer,  J.  Porter  Scudder,  Henry 
E.  Adams,  W.  L.  Draper,  Lutiier  C.  ILiWe,  Willis 
E.  Webster,  David  W.  Blankinship,  George  F.  Gar- 
land, J.  C.  Henry,  C.  C.  Fisher,  George  S.  Adams, 
E.  P.  Butler,  W.  H.  Bailey. 

Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. — C.\..m- 
I'ELLO  Lodge,  No.  30,  organized  July  S,  ISSl.  Char- 
ter members:  J.  N.  Reed,  P.  M.  W.  ;  Jesse  H. 
Averili,  M.  W.  ;  William  H.  Carpenter,  F.  ;  L.  D. 
Dotcn,  0.  ;  H.  F.  Packard,  R. ;  Eugene  B.  Estes, 
F. ;  Augustus  Davenport,  R.  ;  JI.  L.  Keene,  G. ; 
Frank  W.  Osborne,  I.  \V. ;  J.  H.  Miles,  0.  W.  ; 
Albert  P.  Hardy,  Frans  L.  Braeouier. 

"  Eternal  Truth,  Justice,  Honesty,  and  Mutual 
Aid." 

This  organization  is  established  "  for  the  encour- 
agement and  support  of  brothers  in  sickness,  out 
of  employment,  or  on  travel,  to  the  amount  of  two 
thousand  dollars.  For  the  practice  of  charity,  the 
inspiration  of  hope,  and  the  protection  ol'  all  good." 
Constituted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
Caleb  H.  Sprague,  6.  JNL  W. ;  Hugh  Doherty,  G.  R. ; 
July  8,  1881. 

Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics. — 
Satucket  Council,  No.  0.  This  council  was  in- 
stituted at  James'  Hall,  by  officers  of  the  State  Coun- 
cil, Tuesday,  Feb.  1,  1881.  There  were  about  thirty 
members  present,  and  others  proposed  to  join.  The 
following  is  the  list  of  officers  : 

C,  Morton  F.  Perkins;  V.  C,  E.  Bradford  South- 
worth  ;  R.  S.,  Zephaniah  T.  Sherman  ;  Assl.  R.  S., 
W.  Herbert  Morton  ;  F.  S.,  A.  N.  ^V'ard ;  Treas., 
Edgar  S.  Willis  ;  C,  A.  E.  Davis  ;  W.,  F.  W.  Os- 
borne;  I.  S.,  J.  A.  Fisher;  0.  S.,  F.  F.  Ilurton. 

United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross.— G.vit field 
COMMANDEUY,  No.  158.  This  eommandery  was  in- 
stituted by  J.  H.  Morgan,  Deputy  Grand  Commander 
of  Massachusetts,  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  21,  18S1. 
The  objects  of  this  order  are  to  unite  fraternally  all 
acceptable  persons  for  social  pleasure  and  improve- 
ment; to  give  moral  and  material  aid,  by  encourage- 
ment in  business  and  aid  when  in  distress,  and  pro- 
vide a  fund  for  the  family  of  a  deceased  member. 
The  following  were  the  officers  for  1881  :  N.  C,  N.  S. 
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Reed;  V.  C,  Joseph  M.  Poole;  P.,  R.  H.  Harlow;  | 
K.  of  11.,  L.  F.   IJiiJ  ;  Ticiis.,  Heury  M.  Liuletield  i  j 
F.  K.  of  R.,  W.  A.  Brodorick  ;   H.,  Allisou  IIowos ; 
W.  of  I.  G.,  iMis.  L.  F.   Bird;  W.  of  0.  G.,  J.  H.  : 
Jamesuii;  P.  N.  C,  G.  A.  Joy  ;  M.  E.,  J.  E.  Biicon.  ' 

Odd-Fellows'  Relief  Association. — Tlie   object  | 
of  tills  society  is  mutual  beiictit  and  assistance  in  case 
of  sicktii'ss. 

The  officers  of  tliis  association  are  as  follows: 
Joiliua  yi.  Jeuney,  President ;  Rufus  E.  Packard, 
Vice-Pre^iderlt ;  George  C.  Holmes,  Secretary  ;  Elmer 

B.  llayward,  Treasurer  ;  Joshua  JI.  Jenney,  Ciiarles  I 
M.  Holbrook,  George  C.  Holmes,  Rufus  E.  Packard,  J 
Richard  H.  Aidoes,  Elmer  B.  Ilayward,  AVillium  E.  | 

C.  Tliuuias,  Directors. 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees. — This  order  was  first 
introduced  into  Canada,  where  it  was  instituted  and 
organized  Aug.  7,  1878,  tiie  object  of  which  is 
"  Brotheriiood,  and  to  make  provision  for  deceased 
members.  "  A  "  Tent"  iu  Brockton  was  orgauized 
May  -IJ,  1879,  with  the  following  officers  : 

F.  JI.  Tinkham,  Excellent  Sir  Knight  Gen.  Com.*; 
Rev.  S.  M.  Beal,  S.  K.  Gen.  Com. ;  A.  M.  Turner, 
S.  K.  Lieut.  Com. ;  W.  A.  Broderick,  S.  K.  Prelate  ; 
E.  S.  Willis,  S.  K.  Record  Keeper ;  N.  J.  Spinney, 
S.  K.  Finance  Keeper;  L.  S.  Hamilton,  S.  K.  Sergt. ; 
C.  H.  Saunders,  S.  K.  M.  at  A.  ;  Alva  N.  Ward,  S. 
K.  M.  of  G. ;  T.  J.  Lee,  S.  K.  2d  M.  of  G. ;  James 
Foley,  S.  K.  Sentinel;  Thomas  G.  Palmer,  S.  K. 
Picket. 

Members  :  George  G.  Whitten,  E.  E.  Willis,  H.  L. 
Willis,  C.  H.  Cha:,o,  C.  H.  Holt,  L.  W.  Hamm,  A. 
C.  Gardiner,  F.  E.  Osborne,  I.  S.  Foster,  E.  Bradford 
Southwurth,  L.  F.  Champion,  E.  C.  Holmes,  W.  B. 
Packard,  Denton  Crane,  W.  H.  Rounds,  G.  D.  Jones, 
Chester  Peekham.     This  society  had  a  short  existence. 

United  Fellowship. — Star  Council,  No.  10,  or- 
ganized Sept.  IS,  1882.  William  F.  Jones,  P.  D. ; 
Dr.  E.  Arthur  Dakin,  D. ;  Dr.  William  P.  Chisholm, 
V.  D. ;  Charles  W.  Kingman,  C. ;  Charles  D.  Fuller- 
ton,  Sec. ;  William  S.  Noyes,  Treas. ;  Mary  Smith, 
I. ;  E.  Bradford  Jones,  G. ;  Eunice  Blanchard,  W. ; 
0.  S.  Sweetser,  Minerva  Chisholm,  Mary  C.  Puffer, 
Trustees;  C.  S.  Simpson,  Hattie  S.  Faxou,  Emma 
Blanchard,  Jessie  Crooker,  Fannie  D.  Leonard,  Mary 
L.  Packard,  W.  F.  Jones,  Social  Committee ;  E.  E. 
Kent,  0.  S.  Sweetser,  N.  Hayward,  Committee  on 
Hall ;  Dr.  E.  Arthur  Dakin,  and  Dr.  William  P. 
Chisholm,  Medical  Examiners.  The  object  of  this 
society  was  social  and  mutual  aid,  and  had  but  a  short 
existence. 

American  Legion  of  Honor. — Excelsior  Coun- 
cil, No.  16,  was  instituted  April  24,  18713.     Officers  : 


Baalis  Sanford,  C. ;  Dr.  William  Richards,  V.  C. ; 
Lucius  F.  Aldeu,  0. ;  Col.  Johu  J.  Whipple,  P.  C. ; 
Uev.  Z.  T.  Sullivan,  C. ;  George  T.  Prince,  Sec.  ; 
William  Keith,  Col. ;  Edward  0.  Noyes,  Treas. ;  S. 
F.  Colo,  G. ;  William  F.  Field,  W. ;  George  K. 
Thompson,  S. 

Members:  Eli  A.  Chase,  William  Keith,  George 
C.  Holmes,  C.  D.  Fullerton,  John  J.  Whipple.  Daniel 
S.  Tolman,  Hamilton  L.  Gibbs,  S.  Frank  Cole,  A. 
Eliot  Paine,  Edward  0.  Noyes,  W.   J.  Jenks,   John 

B.  Tobey,  John  0.  Emerson,  Baalis  Sanford,  Jr. 
Lucius  M.  Leach,  Otis  Cobb,  Henry  Tliunipson, 
George  M.  Skinner,  Daniel  T.  Burrell,  Rufus  L 
Thatcher,  W.  B.  Foster,  George  E.  Bryant,  Jusiah  R. 
Drew,  George  T.  Prince,  Elmer  W.  Walker,  Na- 
thaniel T.  Ryder,  William  F.  Field,  Jolin  Keudall. 
Solomon  Leighton,  Walter  Bradford,  Dr.  William 
Richards,  Horace  B.  Rogers,  John  N.  Reed,  Thomas 
W.  Childs,  George  W.  Stevens,  Meletiah  Tobey, 
Charles  E.  Ripley,  Milliard  H.  Poole,  Z.  T.  Sullivan, 
William  H.  Tobey,  Lucius  P.  Alden,  George  M. 
Copeland,  George  H.  Jameson,  George  R.  Thompson, 
Frank  L.  Boyden,  Rufus  E.  Packard,  James  Porter, 
Elijah  Hamilton,  Abbott  W.  Packard,  Albert  F. 
Small,  John  A.  Jackson,  C.  Frank  Copeland,  Elmer 
Fullerton,  David  Brayton,  Charles  Tolman,  Harrison 

C.  Thomas,  Metcalf  B.  Sumner. 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Department  of 
Massachusetts. — Fletcher  Webster  Post,  No. 
13.  This  post  was  named  in  honor  of  the  colonel 
of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, in  which  there  were  a  large  number  from 
Brockton  in  the  army. 

It  was  organized  July  1,  1867,  with  the  following 
charter  members :  Uriah  Macoy,  James  A.  Packard, 
Amasa  S.  Glover,  Ephraim  Tinkham^  E.  Z.  Stevens, 
Howard  Keith,  Charles  L.  Sproul,  Asa  F.  Cro.sby, 
George  W.  Andrews,  Thomas  Doyle,  Herbert  Phil- 
lips, Clarence  E.  Hartwell,  L.  B.  Andrews,  William 
F.  Robinson,  J.  T.  Lurvey. 

A.  S.  Cusini.\N.     [l.s.] 

Officers  for  18rf4  :  George  A.  Grant,  C. ;  Frank  W. 
Luce,  S.  V.  C. ;  John  A.  Hall,  J.  V.  C. ;  William  R. 
Bunker,  Adjt. ;  Fred.  Hanson,  Q.  M.;  A.  Eliot  Paine, 
Surg.;  F.  M.  Shaw,  Chap. ;  Frank  L.  Boyden,  0.  D. ; 
Elijah  Thompson,  0.  G. 

Following  are  the  names  of  the  executive  officers 
of  the  post  since  its  formation : 

Tei'Di  of  Oflice.        CommaDiler.  Atljutunt. 

1S67 Uriah  Mucoy.  C.  E.  Il;irt»ell. 

1867 A.  B.  Holmes.  K.  T.  Cowl-U. 

ISliS A.  B.  Holmes.  J.  P.  Chipmun. 

13f)9 George  W.  Leiich.  Cli^irlej  W.  .MucUlII. 

1S70 George  W.  Loach.  Charles  E.  Osgood. 

187U Ezekiel  Packard.  Charles  E.  Osgood. 
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TermofOflice.        Comuimider.  Atljulutit. 

1S71 George  W.  Leueli.  TIiomkis  Clarkson. 

1S7L' George  M.  Skinner.  C'haiki  E.  Osgoml. 

Ibl'i George  M.  Skinner.  Cluirlcd  E.  Osgood. 

IST.'i Henry  A.  Willis.  Cliiirlua  D.  Packard. 

187-i WilliiMii  11.  Wailc.  Cluirlea  D.  IViekaid. 

1374 Geo.  II.  I'ulleiton.  W.  W.  Kidder. 

1S73 Gcor-e  -M.  Skinner.  W.  W.  Kidder. 

1S7C W.  W.  Kidder.  Henry  K.  Drosing. 

1S77 W.  W.  Kidder.  Ileury  11.  BroMng. 

1S7S W.  W.  Kidder.  Henry  K.  Blueing. 

1S79 Alfred  0.  .Monroe.  Edward  A.  Traik. 

ISiiO Alfred  C.  Monroe.  W.  11.  Bunker. 

ISSl Alfred  C.  Monroe.  W.  It.  Bunker. 

1SS2 Alfred  C.  .Monroe.  W.  K.  Bunker. 

1S.S3 George  A.  Grant.  W.  11.  Bunker. 

All  but  four  of  this  list  ure  still  living. 

The  post  have  assisted  at  the  followiug  ceremonies 
and  celebrations :  Dedication  of  soldiei-s'  luonumcnt 
at  Boston,  Sept.  17,  1877  ;  dedication  of  soldiers' 
monument  at  West  Bridj;evfater,  July  4,  1879  ;  dedi- 
cation of  soldiers'  monument  at  Ea-ston,  May  30, 
1882;  Webster  centennial  at  Marshfield,  Oct.  12, 
1882. 


MEMOUIAL  TO  THE  PATRIOTIC  DEAD,  WITH  THEIR 

RESTING-PLACES. 


Unio.v    Ckmktkry. 


Charles  E.  Athcrton. 
George  E.  Allen.     ■ 
W.  A.  Allen. 
Jaiuen  F.  Andrews. 
Lyman  Allen. 
John  Burns. 
Thomas  B.  Broadburst. 
H.  A.  Barnes. 
J.  N.  Brett. 
George  F.  Bunker. 
Williird  Bryant. 
Horace  Clark. 
J.  W.  Crosby. 

• Crapo. 

Frank  Dunbar. 
Frank  Drake. 
Leauder  Duraut. 
Henry  Edson. 
Josiah  EdbOQ. 
Walter  T.  Fuller. 
Charles  Fauuce. 
Asbury  Fobs. 
D.  F.  Fullerton. 
B.  N.  Gardner. 
Albert  D.  Hunt. 
Harry  Hunt. 
George  E.  Holmes. 
L.  iM.  Hamilton. 
Ale.x.  llitchborn. 
L.  P.  Howard. 
A.  S.  HalliiltuD. 
John  E.  Hollia. 
Orrin  0.  Holmes. 
Walter  Holmes. 
Ellis  Howard. 
J.  Johnson. 
H.  M.  Jackson. 


L.  F.  Kingman, 
Thaddeus  Keith. 
M.  M.  Keith. 
George  W.  Leucli. 
J.  Leavitt. 
Fred  Moan. 
R.  E.  Matthews. 
H.  Henry  McCluo. 
Charles  E.  Nelson. 
Henry  F.  Nash. 
Charles  E.  Osgood. 
S.  T.  Packard. 
Richard  Packard. 
Morrill  Perkins. 
W.  F.  Packard. 
George  F.  Packard. 

Randall. 

Di^Lon  Roclie..;ter. 
Gardner  Reynolds. 
W.  P.  Robinson. 
John  S.  Stoddard. 
Charles  Strumniett. 
John  Sanford. 
Frank  Sanford. 
S.  A.  Smith. 
A.  A.  Spaulding. 
William  Stevens. 
George  H.  Story. 
J.  S.  Tannutt. 
Albert  Tlioinpson. 
Georire  Thompson. 
Franklin  Ward. 
Willis  Whipple. 
Henry  L.  Winter. 
Richard  Wilbur. 
John  W.  Filoon. 


St.  Patrick's  Cemetery. 

Christopher  Brannigan.  David  .McGuirc. 

Philip  Burns.  David  .Murphy. 

Patrick  Collins.  Patrick  Mclutee. 

Timothy  Connolly.  John  Mclntee. 

James  Donahue.  Michael  .McDonald. 

Philip  Donahue.  Edwin  McGrane. 

E.  Duvire.  Thomas  .Monahan. 

Michael  Early.  William  O'Brieu. 

William  Flannigan.  D.  O'Brien. 

William  GriUln.  Timothy  Itcgau. 

James  Grady.  Philip  Ilu-iscll. 

J.  Hannigaa.  P.  Riley. 

T.  J.  Kneeland.  John  Sullivan. 
Thomas  Malony. 

Oi.D  Burial-Ground. 

Caleb  Badger.  Daniel  W.  ICos^. 

CEiiiiTERY  Across  the  Railicoau. 
Austin  Packard.  George  A.  I'crkins. 

Charles  T.  Packard. 

TaO-MPSOS'S    CE.1IETERY. 

William  Shopson.  Fred.  Robinson. 

Melrose  Cejieteky,  Brockto.v  Heiorts. 

A.  G.  Drake.  Augustus  Hall. 

A.  J.  Frost.  L'.  II.  Phillips. 

Frank  Goodwin.  Hiram  Tliayer. 

E.  L.  Tiiayer'3  Ckmeteiiy. 
Joseph  C.  Estes.  Thomas  Dean. 

Cemetery  at  Marshall's  Coknek. 

Clarence  Calkins.  Nathan  Packard. 

David  W.  Graves.  Daniel  W.  Willis. 

Arthur  Humphries.  George  H.  Willis. 

John  R.  Mills.  Galen  Mauley. 

George  W,  Pope.  Stillmaii  Dunbar. 
J.  II.  Packard. 

Sons  of  Veterans. — James  A.  Garfield  Ca.mp, 
No.  17.  Orijjiiial  members:  Frederic  C.  I'arlcur,  Cliarles 
A.  Dustiu,  George  L.  Tiltoii,  E.  II.  Tiltoo,  Edward 
E.  Tilton,  Fred.  W.  Doane,  Martin  T.  Packard,  Wil- 
liam C.  Andrews,  Fred.  S.  Aldeii,  Linus  H.  Shaw, 
Norman  B.  Shaw,  Rufus  E.  Tilton,  Frank  E.  Shaw, 
Charles  McEhoy,  C.  A.  Sturtevant,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Arthur  P.  Holmes,  Harry  H.  Willis,  George  Loriug. 

The  above-named  persons,  together  with  thirty-one 
others,  were  mustered  iutu  the  order  of  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans Feb.  19,  1883.  Voted  to  surrender  charter 
and  apply  for  admission  to  the  "  Sous  of  Veterans  of 
the  United  States  of  America,"  May  IG,  18S-1.  Con- 
stituted a  camp  of  the  "  Sons  of  Veterans,"  to  be 
known  as  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield  Camp,  No.  17, 
located  at  Brockton. 

Officers  for  1884:  S.  Oscar  Martland,  Capt. ;  L. 
Warren  Howard,  First  Lieut.;  Charles  E.  Sturtevanc, 
Second  Lieut. ;  George  Tilton,  Chap. ;  Charles  F. 
Cole,  Surg.;  George  Parker,  Q.  JI. 

Rooms  in  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Hall, 
Ryder's  Block,  Main  Street. 
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Woman's  State  Eelief  Corps,  Department  of 
Massacliusetts,  auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  of  tlie 
Republic:  S.  Agnes  Parker,  A.  H.  Dickerman,  M. 
Ada  Pratt,  Ellen  F.  Holmes,  Margaret  Hanson, 
Susie  Trask,  Bessie  F.  Hunt,  M.  Eates,  Ellen  Parks, 
Elizabeth  Tribou,  Augusta  Hunt,  Hattie  A.  Purter, 
Flora  B.  Palmer,  Sarah  E.  Osborne,  Minnie  F.  Estes, 
Susan  E.  Hall,  Amy  E.  Hall,  Mary  F.  Southwick, 
Eliza  M.  Holloway,  Eva  T.  Porcheron,  H.  A.  Grunt, 
Hattie  A.  French,  Phebe  M.  Gibbs,  Sarah  B.  Kidder, 
Olive  M.  Henderson,  Mary  E.  Davenport,  M.  T. 
Hollis. 

Mklvina  a.  Bcalk,  Dejiartintnt  Secretarij. 
Fli:tciier  Webster  Rklief  Coni-s,  No.  7,  of 

THE    CITY    OF    BroCKTO.V. 

By  SiiiAa  E.  Fuller,  Depurimeut  Pitaidcni. 
CAJiBiiiDais,  Oct.  28,  1879. 

Present  officers,  1884:  Mrs.  Sarah  W.  Murdock, 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  Annie  Grant,  S.  V.  P. ;  Mrs.  Eva  C. 
Porcheron,  J.  V.  P. ;  Mrs.  Helen  R.  Bird,  Sec. ; 
Mrs.  Hattie  A.  French,  Treas.  ;  Mrs.  Harriet  B. 
Shaw,  Chap.  ;  Mrs.  Bessie  I.  Hunt,  Con. ;  Mrs.  Emily 
Mayer,  G. 

Brockton  Soldiers'  Aid  Society. — Agreeably  to 
«  notice  previously  given,  the  ladies  of  Brockton, 
feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  those  who 
had  gone  forth  to  fight  the  battles  of  our  country, 
met  at  the  chapel  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
and  organized  themselves  into  a  society  under  the 
name  of  Soldiers'  Aid  Society,  and  made  choice  of 
the  following  officers :  Mrs.  George  Wilbour,  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  H.  W.  Robinson,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Clara   C.   Wheldon,  secretary   and    treasurer;    Mrs. 

Henry   Howard,  Mrs.  A.    Harris,    Mrs. Stiow, 

Mrs.  Elijah  Tolman,  Mrs.  Darius  Howard,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Clark,  Mrs.  Russell  Alden,  directors. 

The  society  held  its  meetings  every  Tuesday,  in  the 
Engine  Hall,  on  Elm  Street,  for  the  traosactiun  of 
business.  The  object  of  the  society  was  the  collec- 
tion of  clothing  and  packages,  such  as  are  needed  by 
the  suldiers,  and  forwarding  tliem  to  their  proper 
places.  Mucli  good  was  accomplished  by  them. 
During  the  first  year  of  this  society's  existence,  the 
amount  contributed  in  cash  by  the  diScrent  societies 
was  $278.43,  the  amount  of  clothing  and  other 
goods  sent  to  the  Sanitary  Comrais-sion  at  Boston 
amounted  to  $800,  making  a  total  of  $1078.43. 
Daring  the  year  ending  October,  18G3,  the  amount 
of  goods,  clothing,  supplies,  etc.,  sent  to  the  Sanitary 
Commission  at  Boston  was  $827.45,  the  amount 
of  cash  contributed  was  $176.05,  making  a  total  of 
S1003.50.  During  the  year  ending  October,  1864, 
the  amount  sent  to  the  Sanitary  Commission  at  Bos- 
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ton  was  $1327.11.  The  amount  of  cash  contributed 
in  various  ways,  including  the  proceeds  of  the  Sani- 
tary Fair  for  Soldiers  of  $800,  was  $1034,  making  a 
total  of  $2361.11;  the  handsome  sum  of  S4443.04 
being  contributed  for  the  benefit  and  relief  of  the 
soldiers  up  to  October,  1864. 

Freedmen's  Eelief  Association  of  Brockton. — 
July  8,  1864,  an  association  was  formed  under  the 
above  name  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  National  Freedmen's 
Relief  Association  of  New  York  City,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  improvement  of  the  freedmen  of  the  colored 
race,  by  raising  money,  clothing,  and  necessary  mate- 
rial for  their  relief,  and  teaching  them  civilization  and 
Christianity,  to  imbue  their  minds  with  correct  ideas  of 
order,  industry,  economy,  self-reliance,  and  to  elevate 
them  in  the  scale  of  humanity  by  inspiring  them 
with  sel  -respect.  The  following  was  a  list  of  the 
officers :  Augustus  T.  Jones,  president ;  A.  B.  Keith, 
vice-president;  Mrs.  E.  L.  Clark,  secretary;  Frances 
French,  treasurer ;  J.  R.  Perkins,  George  Copeland, 
Capt.  Henry  French,  Thaddeus  E.  GifFord,  A.  T. 
Jones,  and  A.  B.  Keith,  executive  committee. 

Franklin  Debating  Association. — A  society  was 
organized  during  the  winter  of  1836,  with  the  above 
name,  for  the  promotion  of  useful  knowledge  and  de- 
bating. The  last  question  for  discussion  was,  "  Are 
dancing-schools,  balls,  cotillion  parties,  etc.,  worthy 
the  support  and  encouragement  of  the  community?" 
The  decision  has  not  as  yet  come  to  the  writer's 
notice. 

Pi  Beta  Society. — This  society  was  established 
Sept.  17,  1844,  and  was  in  active  operation  about  eight 
years.  Its  object  was  the  mental  improvement  of  its 
members,  for  the  accomplishment  of  which,  beside  the 
literary  exercises  of  its  regular  meetings,  it  had  a  read- 
ing-room, and  a  cabinet  of  natural  history  of  nearly 
two  thousand  specimens,  and  a  library  of  two  liundred 
volumes,  most  of  which  were  presented  the  first  six 
months  of  its  existence.  The  society  held  weekly 
meetings,  and  had  addresses  from  distinguished  speak- 
ers from  time  to  time.  During  the  active  term  this 
society  was  in  existence  it  had  gathered  one  thou- 
sand volumes  and  ten  thousand  specimens  of  cabinet 
curiosities  of  various  kinds. 

The  Messrs.  Loomis,  of  the  academy,  had  the  care 
of  the  society,  it  being  connected  with  the  Adelphian 
Academy. 

The  officers  of  the  institution,  in  1851,  were 
Charles  R.  Ford,  president;  Jacob  Emerson,  Jr.,  of 
Methuen,  recording  secretary ;  John  H.  Bourne,  of 
Marshfield,  corresponding  secretary  ;  Caleb  Howard, 
trciisurer ;  Silas  L.  Loomis,  librarian  ;  L.  F.  C.  Loomis, 
superintendent  of  cabinet ;  Jacob  Emerson,  Charles  R. 
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Weeden,  Lavoice  N.  Guild,  prudoutial  committee,  be- 
sides aiauy  honorary  luembers. 

Philomathian  Association. — Tlie  above  is  the 
Daiue  of  an  assoeiatiun  connected  with  Mr.  S.  D. 
Hunt's  academy,  the  object  of  wiiieh  was  luutual 
improvement.  It  was  formed  in  1855,  soon  after  he 
opened  his  school,  and  was  in  existence  till  the  close. 
Weekly  meetings  were  held  by  the  members,  at  which 
exercises,  consisting  of  debates,  declamations,  lectures, 
essays,  critif|Ues,  and  the  reading  of  a  paper  published 
moulhly  by  the  association,  was  read. 

Alpha  Epsilon  Literary  Society. — Organized 
April  14,  1874.  This  society  is  composed  of  gradu- 
ates of  the  high  school  of  Brockton,  associated  for 
literary  exercises  and  as  a  debating  club.  The  first 
five  members  at  its  organization  were  Frank  E.  Pack- 
ard, Frederic  K.  French,  Benjamin  W.  Cobb,  Arthur 
E.  Kendrick,  and  Loyed  E.  Chamberlain.  The  meet- 
ings of  this  society  are  held  in  the  high-schuol  room, 
on  Tuesday  evenings,  and  are  well  attended.  Here 
follows  a  list  of  the  earlier  members  :  Frank  K.  Pack- 
ard (1S74),  B.  W.  Cobb  (1875,  deceased),  Fred.  R. 
French  (1874),  A.  E.  Kendrick  (1875),  L.  E.  Cham- 
berlain (1875),  James  Poyntz  (1875),  W.  C.  Keith 
(1875),  Edgar  B.  Stevens  (1875),  E.  Ivingman,  Jr., 
H.  G.  Severance  (1876),  J.  E.  C.  Lagergreen  (187G), 
S.  E.  Foss  (1875),  John  Gilmore,  Jr.  (187G),  George 
Woodward,  E.  L.  Emerson  (1877),  Charles  F.  Jen- 
ney  (187S),  J.  Robert  McCarty  (1877),  C.  H.  King- 
man (1877),  W.  S.  Bennett  (1878),  Edward  T.  Ford 
(1878),  Horace  Richmond,  II.  N.  Packard,  E.  H. 
Foss,  H.  1.  Mitchell,  A.  C.  Gill,  Willie  E.  Porter, 
George  H.  Bryant,  W.  J.  Keith  (1878),  Fred.  K. 
Tribou,  R.  E.  Braytou,  W.  F.  Brooks. 

In  1880  the  number  had  reached  thirty-five  mem- 
bers.    Social  entertainments  are  held  yearly. 

Brockton  Athenaeum  (organized  1884). — This  so- 
ciety meets  twice  every  month  for  literary  improve- 
ment and  progress  of  the  arts,  sciences,  and  promotion 
of  thinking,  and  the  consideration  of  current  (jues- 
tions  of  the  day. 

Officers :  Loyed  E.  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  president ; 
Charles  E.  Robinson,  vice-president;  Warren  A.  Reed, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

Members:  E.  Bradford  Jones,  Dr.  Henry  H. 
Filoon,  Albert  F.  Poole,  Herbert  H.  Chase,  Henry 
C.  Gurney,  Henry  T.  Aiiglim,  Waldo  V.  Howard, 
Frank  G.  Jaeger,  William  E.  Beals,  William  F.  Jones, 
B.  Frank  Simmons,  B.  Ellis  Eaton,  William  J.  Loheed, 
George  C.  Howard,  Russell  S.  Beale,  Frank  A.  Dun- 
ham, C.  E.  Small,  Eliot  L.  Packard,  Emil  A.  Lager- 
green. 

St.  Patrick's  Literary  and  Benevolent  Society 


was  organized  in  1871  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 

ast'istance  to  such  of  its  members  as  might  be  needy, 

i  and  also  furnish  reading  matter  for  auch  as  desired  it. 

Libraries. — The  first  public  or  social  library  in 
Brockton  was  raised  by  subscription  about  1781,  and 
was  kept  for  most  of  the  time  in  private  huu.its. 
The  last  librarian  was  Col.  Edward  Soutliwoith,  and 
the  library  was  given  up. 

In  1842  the  Legislature  appropriated  lifteeii  dollars 
for  the  use  of  every  school  district  in  the  cummou- 
wealth  that  should  raise  an  equal  amount  fur  the  pur- 
chase of  a  school  district  library.  With  this  encour- 
agement many  of  the  districts  raised  the  requisite 
amount  and  purchased  libraries.  They  are  now,  how- 
ever, nearly  laid  by. 

At  a  regular  town-meeting,  held  March  ol),  1857, 
the  town  "  voted  to  purchase  a  town  library,  the 
amount  not  to  exceed  S14U0,  or  one  dollar  on  every 
poll  paid  in  the  town."  For  this  purpose  the  follow- 
ing committee  were  chosen,  namely,  Edward  South- 
worth,  Jr.,  C.  C.  Bixby,  Dr.  Alexander  Ilichborn, 
David  L.  Cowell,  Ellis  Packard,  Jdnas  R.  Perkins, 
Lucius  Gurney  (2d),  Jonathan  White,  and  M.  L. 
Keith,  who  proceeded  in  the  selection  and  j)urchase 
of  such  books  as  were  thought  suitable  to  the  wants 
of  the  community.  The  library  was  well  selected, 
and  consisted  of  many  of  the  best  works  extant. 
Many  persons,  not  wishing  that  the  town  should 
have  any  library,  raised  an  oppositicjn  to  the  plan, 
and  as  the  result  the  town  "voted.  May  1,  1857, 
that  all  books,  effects,  and  appurtenances  uf  the  Town 
Library  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  selectnicn,  to 
be  disposed  of  in  the  best  manner  tnr  the  iiitere.-.t  of 
the  town."  And  in  accordance  with  these  instruc- 
tions the  selectmen  sold  the  library  of  books,  that 
cost  eleven  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars,  to  au 
a.-<socialion  called  the  North  Biidgewater  Library 
Association.  The  price  for  the  entire  lot  was  six 
hundred  dollars. 

North  Bridgewater  Library  Association. — 
This  association  was  formed  by  a  few  individuals  lor 
the  purpose  of  holding  a  library.  It  was  organized 
under  a  statute  made  for  such  purposes  July  11, 
1858.  Each  member  paying  five  dollars  becomes  a 
stockholder,  and  an  additional  one  dollar  annually  en- 
titles him  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  member 
of  the  association.  It  has  over  two  tliousand  volumes, 
and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  officers  at  the 
organization  of  the  association  were  David  L.  Cowell, 
president;  Rufus  L.  Thatcher,  vice-president;  Au- 
gustus Hayward,  secretary  ;  David  F.  Studley,  treas- 
urer ;  Henry  A.  Ford,  John  L.  Hunt,  Alpheus 
Holmes,  Charles  B.  Crocker,  Darius  Howard,  Edward 
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Soutliwortli,  Jr.,  Lorenzo  D.  Ilervey,  Cliurles  Curtis, 
Jr.,  Washburn  Packard,  directors. 

Library  Association. — Prior  to  the  year  1847 
the  town  of  North  Brid^ewatcr  Iiad  oot  enjoyed  tiie 
privilege  of  many  literary  or  seientitic  lecture.s  or 
social  gatherings.  During  the  winter  of  that  year 
the  principals  of  tlie  Adelphian  Academy,  feeling  an 
interest  in  the  matter,  and  the  want  of  some  elevated 
and  improving  intercourse  for  the  multitude  of  young 
people  ill  the  town,  proposed  and  finally  arranged  a 
series  uC  social  levees  or  gatherings,  composed  mostly 
of  members  of  the  school.  The  exercises  consisted 
of  brief  essays  and  addresse.s,  interspersed  with  music 
and  a  season  of  social  conversation. 

This  association  was  reorganized  in  October,  1851. 
or  a  new  one  formed  under  tlie  above  name;  and  a 
series  of  useful  lectures  was  given  by  able  lecturers, 
together  with  excellent  musical  entertainments. 

North  Bridgewater  Agricultural  Library  As- 
sociation.— An  association  under  the  above  name 
was  formed  April  3,  1859,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  obtain  a  library  of  agricultural  books,  papers,  etc., 
such  as  Would  tend  to  the  improvement  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  The  following  persons  were  its 
oflScers :  Chandler  Sprague,  Esq.,  president ;  Isaac 
Kingman,  vice-president;  Alpheus  Holmes,  treasurer 
and  librarian  ;   II.  \V.  Robinson,  secretary. 

Brockton  Public  Library. — The  city  has  a  good 
public  library  in  Saiucket  Block,  corner  of  Maiu  and 
Elm  Streets,  containing  upwards  of  eight  thousand 
volumes.  The  committee  of  the  library  are  Warren 
L.  Copeland,  David  L.  Cowell,  Loriog  W.  Puffer, 
DeWitt  Clinton  Packard,  Preston  B.  Keith,  Jonathan 
Wliite,  Edward  Parker,  Jr.,  Alfred  Laws,  W.  W. 
Wilkins.  Myra  F.  Southworth,  librarian  ;  Lizzie  H. 
Williams,  assistant  librarian. 

Sabbath-Schools. — The  first  Sabbath-school  in 
Brockton  commenced  in  May,  1818,  througli  the 
efforts  of  Mrs.  Huntington,  the  wife  of  the  pastor. 
The  school  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  seven  girls 
and  seventy-eight  boys.  These  were  divided  into 
classes  of  from  four  to  eight  petsons,  according  to 
their  ages,  the  males  under  the  care  of  teachers  of 
their  own  sex,  and  the  females  under  the  care  of 
teachers  of  their  sex,  the  whole  number  under  the 
direction  of  the  superintendent.  The  time  allotted  for 
the  school  was  during  the  intermission  between  the 
morning  and  afternoon  services  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
was  usually  one  hour  long. 

The  books  in  use  during  the  early  part  of  its  exist- 
ence were  the  New  Testament,  Emerson's  "  Evangeli- 
cal Primer,"  and  "  Hymns  for  Infant  Minds."  Most 
of  the  scholars,  during  the  first  term,  were  well  versed 


in  the  primer,  and  in  addition  to  that,  for  the  first 
sixteen  Sabbaths,  they  had  committed  thirty-two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  seventy-four  verses  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  twenty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  verses 
of  hymns,  which  were  recited. 

The  first  term  of  the  Sabbath-school  closed  with 
public  religious  exercises  on  the  day  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Bridgewater  Evangelical  Society.  The 
sacred  music  on  the  occasion  was  performed  princi- 
pally by  the  scholars. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  schools  connected 
with  all  the  churches  in  the  town,  together  with 
extensive  libraries  of  well-selected  books. 

Music. — According  to  a  universal  custom  in  early 
times  there  was  nothing  but  congregatinnal  singing. 
Tunes  were  few,  and  for  want  of  books  the  exercises 
were  read  a  line  at  a  time  and  then  all  would  join  in 
singing ;  then  the  good  deacon  would  read  another 
line,  and  thus  the  service  was  "  deaconed"  through  the 
whole  of  the  verses. 

The  first  music-book  in  the  country  was  brought 
by  the  Pilgrims,  and  entitled  "  Ainsworth  Versiun  of 
the  Psalms."  This  gave  way  to  the  "  Bay  P.<alm 
Book,"  the  first  book  printed  in  America,  which  went 
through  seventy  editions,  and  in  1758  was  revised 
and  republished  by  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  of  Boston.' 

Previous  to  1765  or  1770  there  were  no  choirs  in 
the  churches,  and  as  these  were  formed  the  custom 
of  lining  or  "deaconing"  the  hymns  grew  into  disuse, 
but  not  till  after  a  great  deal  of  determined  opposition. 
The  custom  had  been  introduced  by  the  Westminster 
Assembly  of  Divines,  and  hence  could  not  easily  be 
!  surrendered. 

The  first  choir  in  now  Brockton  was  established 
about  1801  under  the  leadership  of  Maj.  Daniel  Cary, 
a  noted  singer  of  that  day.  Previous  to  that  time 
there  were  no  seats  specially  provided  for  singers. 
Those  persons  who  had  thought  of  forming  a  choir  in 
1801  asked  that  seats  might  be  provided  for  them. 

Jan.  12,  1801,  we  find  an  article  in  the  parish 
records  for  meetings  as  follows  : 

"  To  see  if  the  parish  will  erect,  or  suffer  to  be 
erected,  seats  for  the  singers,  in  the  front  of  pews  in 
the  front  gallery."  Jan.  19,  1801,  "  Voted  to  erect 
seats  in  the  front  gallery  for  the  singers,  in  front  of 
the  front  pews."  Also,  "  Voted  that  the  above  seats 
for  the  singers  be  erected  in  a  '  surkerler  furiue'  " 

I  In  1690  there  were  but  six  tunes  known  in  the  pruvince, 
namely,  "Oxford,"  "  LitchQold,"  "York,"  "Windsor,"  "St. 
David's,"  and  "  Martyrs,"  and  no  new  tunes  could  be  intro- 
duced without  a  vote  of  the  churoh.  The  flrat  tuiie-book  espe- 
cially devoted  to  music  was  published  by  Rev.  NVitliam  Walter 
in  1721,  and  ^aa  the  first  music  with  bars  printed  iu  Auierico, 
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Maj.  Daniel  Gary,  Moses  Gary,  and  Col.  Caleb 
Howard  were  "  chcseo  a  cotuuiittee  to  git  the  above 
Seats  built."  The  above  seats  vfere  specially  set  apart 
for  the  use  of  those  who  had  become  "  lamed"  in 
the  rules  of  "  lausick." 

Oliver  Bryant,  Josiah  Brett,  Isaac  Packard,  John 
Field,  John  Cobb,  and  Luke  Lincoln  were  "  choristers" 
in  the  parish  until  the  town  was  incorporated.  Since 
tliat  time,  Thomas  J.  Gurney,  iheo  livin<;  in  Abing- 
ton,  was  invited  to  lead  the  ciioir  and  teach  them  to 
sinu,  in  1829,  who  was  the  first  person  that  received 
any  compensation  for  services  in  singing.  Com- 
mencing in  1829,  Mr.  Gurney  continued  to  lead  the 
choir  and  teach  singing-schools  until  1840,  when  he 
removed  to  Abington.  From  that  time  the  choir  of 
the  First  Church  has  been  led  by  Mr.  Seth  Sumner, 
who  became  celebrated  for  his  success  in  teaching 
singing-schools  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  Messrs. 
Isaac  T.  Packard,  of  this  town,  Whiting,  Brown,  and 
Appleton,  of  Boston,  and  Edmund  Packard. 

When  the  Porter  Church  Wiis  formed  in  the  town, 
in  1850,  Mr.  Gurney  was  invited  to  take  charge  of 
their  choir,  which  he  continued  to  do  till  April  1, 
1864,  when  he  resigned.  Mr.  T.  Emerson  Gurney 
Was  organist  at  the  Porter  Church  from  1850  to  1855  ; 
Mr.  Jo.shua  V.  Gurney  from  1855  to  1858. 

The  First  Congregational  Church  had  the  first 
organ,  in  tiicir  old  church,  which  was  exchanged  for 
a  new  one  in  1854,  for  their  new  house.  At  one 
time  there  were  four  organs  in  the  churches:  namely, 
in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Porter  Evan- 
gelical Church,  Second  Methodist,  and  the  Catholic 
Church. 

There  was  a  musical  society  formed  in  the  county 
of  Plymouth,  called  the  Old  Colony  Musical  Society, 
which  was  for  the  benefit  of  singers  throughout  the 
county.  Bartholomew  Brown,  Esq.,  was  leader ;  Rev. 
Daniel  Huntington  was  president.  This  society  fell 
through  for  want  of  support.  Mr.  Huntington  was 
a  man  of  fine  musical  talent,  and  did  much  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  church  music  in  the  first  part  of  his 
ministry,  when  so  little  attention  had  been  paid  to 
rulable  music. 

The  next  musical  club  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  the  singing  was  the  Calcolt  Singing  So- 
ciety, which  was  about  1827  or  1828,  and  included 
the  four  Bridgewaters.  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington  was 
their  first  president;  Nathan  Lazell,  of  Bridgewater, 
was  leader. 

Next  in  order  was  the  Union  Harmonic  Society; 
that  was  in  existence  about  1835.  From  that  time 
to  the  present  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  a  full 
detail  of  the  various  singing-schools,  rehearsals,  clubs, 


etc.  But  probably  no  town  in  the  county  has  given 
more  attention  to  music,  or  been  more  successful  in 
the  production  of  talented  singers  and  highly  enter- 
taining performances  than  Brockton.  The  church 
music  of  this  city  is  of  the  highest  order,  and  much 
time  is  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  the  singin.; 
throughout  all  the  societies. 

This  town  has  sent  forth  some  cxclUcqc  teachers  of 
music  and  performers  of  instrumental  mu^ic,  ainonu 
whom  are  Thomas  J.  Gurney,  T.  Emerson  Gurney. 
George  T.  Atherton,  and  William  Faxon,  whu  have 
made  music  a  profession. 

Band  Music. — About  the  year  1340,  a  few  indi- 
viduals met  together  for  the  purpose  of  diiU  and 
practice  in  music  upon  various  brass  instruments, 
drums,  etc.,  under  the  lead  of  Samuel  JI.  Holmes, 
under  the  name  of  the  North  Bridgewater  Brass 
Baud.  They  met  every  week  or  ofceuer  lor  practice, 
and  were  very  successful,  so  that  after  a  time  they 
were  engaged  in  all  the  surrounding  places  to  play 
upon  public  occasions,  and  their  fame  soon  sprcarl 
abroad,  and  it  is  at  present  one  of  the  bu.<t  Lauds  of 
the  kind  in  that  section.  A  large  delegation  of  thi-s 
band  joined  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Regiment  iu 
the  Rebellion  of  1861. 

Soon  after  this  baud  was  formed,  another  was  or- 
ganized at  Gampello,  under  the  lead  of  Martin  L. 
Keith.  The  following  persons  were  among  the  mem- 
bers of  that  band,  namely  :  Charles  P.  Kuiih,  Theo- 
dore Lilley,  Sylvanus  Keith,  Albert  Keith,  Bela  B. 
Hayward,  Jarvis  W.  Reynolds,  James  C.  Siiell, 
Thomas  French,  Lucius  Hayward,  and  Harrison 
Bryant.  This  company  continued  only  about  six 
months,  when  some  of  the  number  joiued  the  Centre 
Baud. 

About  the  same  period  there  was  another  band  at  the 
"  West  Shares,"  under  the  leadership  of  Ellis  Packard, 
which  continued  about  a  year,  and  was  then  given  up, 
some  of  its  members  joining  the  Centre  Band. 

The  members  of  this  band  that  joiued  the  Twelfth 
Massachusetts  Regiment  received  the  highest  praise 
from  Gen.  Sherman,  and  it  is  said  that;  this  was  his 
favorite  band,  and  was  conducted  under  the  leader- 
ship of  William  J.  Martlaud. 

Campello  Brass  Band. — The  Campellu  Brass 
Baud  was  organized  Aug.  7, 1877,  with  the  following 
seventeen  members  :  Fred.  H.  Packard,  D.  Carey 
Keith,  Myron  L.  Keith,  0.  Hayward,  H.  A.  Monk, 
John  Monk,  Frank  Monk,  C.  E.  Packard,  D.  C. 
Berry,  J.  B.  Pratt,  Frank  Alden,  A.  J.  Guild,  II. 
N.  Hunt,  Frank  Brown,  Myron  Thomas,  Lyman 
Carlson,  T.  H.  Loring.  Mr.  S.  C.  Perkins,  of  Brock- 
ton,  was  engaged  as  leader  and  teacher,  and  for  about 
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two  mouths  regular  meetings  were  held.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  players  were  young  and  inexperienced, 
several  of  tbem  knowing  nothing  of  reading  music, 
and  meeting  with  unforeseen  difficulties,  the  interest 
died  out,  and  from  Nov.  S,  1877,  to  May  17,  1878, 
no  general  gathering  of  members  took  place.  About 
the  latter  date,  however,  Mr.  George  E.  Kinsley  was 
employed  to  direct  them,  and  a  good  number  of  the 
original  company,  with  others  who  were  unwilling  to 
see  the  experiment  end  in  failure,  commenced  a  sec- 
ond series  of  iueetini;s  for  practice,  which  bus  been 
continued  with  pleasant  results.  The  membership 
comprises  the  following  players:  William  Swanson, 
1st  E-flat  cornet ;  Otho  Hayward,  2d  E-flat  cornet ; 
Arthur  Peckham,  1st  6-flat  cornet;  Lyman  Carlson, 
2d  B-flat  cornet;  Frank  Alden,  1st  B-flat  clarionet; 
M.  L.  Keith,  solo  alto  ;  John  Monk,  1st  alto  ;  Wen- 
dell White,  2d  alto;  Daniel  Berry,  1st  tenor;  Aug. 
Hellburg.  2d  tenor  ;  Andrew  Guild,  baritone  ;  Frank 
Brown,  trombone;  Charles  Martin,  tuba;  Corydon 
Andrews,  Jl-flat  bass  ;  Frank  Monk,  E-flat  bass;  Mel- 
vin  Washburn,  bass-drum;  Norman  Cobb, snare-drum; 
William  Joyce,  cymbals. 

Thespian  Society. — In  February,  1836,  a  com- 
pany of  gentlemen  and  ladies  were  organized  into  a 
society,  under  the  above  name,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  dramatic  performances.  The  orchestra  con- 
sisted of  fifteen  members,  and  was  under  the  leader- 
.ship  of  Sihon  Packard.  The  songs,  duets,  and  cho- 
ruses were  of  a  high  order,  and  were  performed  before 
crowded  as-semblies.  A  slight  fee  was  asked,  to  pay 
expenses  of  scenery,  and  expenses  only. 

Union  Musical  Association. — About  the  Lst  of 
May,  1S64,  a  new  musical  association  was  formed, 
under  the  above  title,  for  the  purpose  of  improvement 
in  singing,  practicing  choruses,  oratorios,  etc.  It  was 
regularly  organized,  with  a  constitution  and  by-laws. 
The  following  were  the  officers:  Henry  W.  Robinson, 
president;  Ch;irles  R.  Ford,  vice-president;  F.  A. 
Thayer,  secretary ;  Sumner  A.  Hayward,  treasurer ; 
James  Porter,  librarian  ;  Charles  J.  F.  Packard,  Wil- 
liam II.  Faxon,  Samuel  McLauthlin,  Thomas  Leon- 
ard, S.  Franklin  Packard,  D.  B.  Lovell,  trustees;  Wil- 
liam H.  Faxon,  musical  director. 

Union  Musical  Society,  organized  April  6, 1869. 
Sumner  A.  Hayward,  president ;  Ziba  C.  Keith,  vice- 
president  ;  Charles  J.  F.  Packard,  treasurer  and  li- 
brarian ;  Hiram  Wilde,  of  Boston,  musical  director. 
Consisted  of  about  two  hundred  members.  Met 
Friday  evenings  in  the  vestry  of  the  First  Church. 

Brockton  Temperance  Union. — Rev.  Samuel  L. 
Beal,  Prest.  ;  Mrs.  L.  B.  Willis,  David  Seabury,  Vioe- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Packard,  Sec. ;  W.  A.  Broderick, 


Treas. ;  Eleazer  Cole,  Marshal ;  George  W.  Easton, 
Lewis  Ford,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Osborne,  F.  C.  Gardner,  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Collier,  Alpheus  Holmes,  N.  J.  Spinney,  Ex- 
ecutive Committee;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Packard,  Mrs.  F. 
E.  Osborne,  Mrs.  G.  V.  Scott,  Mrs.  F.  L.Stone,  Miss 
Mary  Anna  Gardner,  G.  V.  Scott,  Frank  E.  Johnson, 
N.  J.  Spinney,  Frank  Lincoln,  Entertainment  Com- 
mittee. 

This  Union  was  organized  by  Rev.  C.  M.  Winches- 
ter, Oct.  9,  1875,  who  was,  by  its  constitution,  umde 
its  perpetual  president,  and  who,  until  February,  1877, 
managed  its  affairs.  On  the  17th  of  that  month  Rev. 
S.  L.  Beal  was  chosen  president;  Rev.  C.  M.  Win- 
chester, vice-president;  R.  F.  Eaton,  Miss  Eva  M. 
B.ites,  Herbert  L.  Willis,  secretaries;  Thomas  Keith, 
organist.  Music,  readings,  speeches,  temperance  dis- 
cussions, and  kindred  exercises  formed  the  basis  of  the 
meetings,  which  attracted  a  large  number  of  young 
people,  and  the  signatures  to  the  pledge  amounted  to 
three  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  a  membership  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty- five  was  secured  under  and 
during  Mr.  Winchester's  management. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1877,  Mr.  Winchester, 
being  about  to  leave  town,  resigned,  and  on  the  17th 
of  the  same  month  a  committee  consisting  of  Lewis 
Ford,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Packard,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Willis,  and 
C.  F.  Woodbury,  were  elected,  Feb.  10,  1877,  to  ra- 
vise  the  constitution.  On  the  17th  a  new  constitu- 
tion was  adopted,  among  which  are  the  following  ar- 
ticles : 

"  Ut.  The  object  of  the  Union  shall  be  the  rcforiuuliun  of  any 
und  all  persons  who  sell  or  ase  into.xicating  drinks,  and  to  bclp 
uauh  other  to  watch  and  guard  against  the  encroach  uients  of  a 
couuuon  foe.  We  will  diligently  labor,  using  mch  lawful  Diean:i 
and  measures  as  may  seem  to  us  must  eri'cctive  in  creating  a 
healthful  public  sentiment  which  shall  rout  this  inun^iler  cneuiy, 
Intemperance,  from  our  firesides  and  social  circles,  the  Church 
and  the  State.  And  while  we  deem  it  important  to  guard 
against  any  partisan  or  sectarian  feeling  or  discussion  in  our 
deliberations,  we  believe  it  the  right  and  privilege  of  any  one 
to  proclaim  against  any  and  everything  standing  in  the  way  uf 
theonward  march  of  tbecause  we  have  espoused.  And  we  invoke 
the  help  of  Almighty  Qod  that  wu  may  be  euabled  to  attack  the 
enemy  whenever  or  wherever  we  may  find  him,  without  fear  or 
couipromise. 

'*  2d.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  the  Uuion  by 
assenting  to  the  constitution,  taking  the  pledge,  and  paying 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents,  each  member  contributing  to  the 
fuudsof  the  Union  from  week  to  week,  as  his  or  her  means  will 
allow. 

"3d.  Pledge:  I  solemnly  promise,  with  the  help  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  I  will  not  make,  buy,  sell,  or  use  any  spirit- 
uous or  malt  liquors,  wine,  or  cider  as  a  beverage.  And  1  will 
use  my  best  endeavors  to  induce  all  others  to  I'orm  and  keej)  tho 
same  good  resolution." 

At  this  meeting  the  following  officers  were  chosen : 
Rev.  S.  L.   Beal,  president ;   William  E.  Houghton, 
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Mrs.  Fannie  Winchester,  Mrs.  Clara  Packard,  C.  F. 
Woodbury,  treasurer;   H.  L.  Higgiiis,  marshal. 

For  some  reason  the  Union  met  at  Concert  Hall, 
Nov.  30,  1879,  when  the  Union  was  dissolved,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

"  JieiolveJ,  Thiit  In  view  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Teui- 
pcrancu  cuuse  in  our  uiiUsC,  and  in  view  uf  the  iuit)Ort:ince  of 
conccntnited  ciVort,  wc,  as  :l  douiety,  disbaud,  Iiojjini^  by  oneness 
of  action  in  tlie  general  movement  already  inuugurotud  in 
Brockton  to  cfl'ect  tlio  more  speedy  triumph  of  our  cause." 

A  committee,  consistinj;  of  W.  A.  Broderick,  Lewis 
Ford,  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Packard,  were  appointed  to 
settle  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 

Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  of 
Brockton.  — This  association  was  organized  Feb.  28, 
1878.  Tiie  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  Methodist 
Church.  Tlie  following  were  the  officers  :  Mrs.  E. 
Bailey,  president ;  Mrs.  A.  Gurney,  secretary  ;  Mrs. 
Aldeii  Gushee,  Mrs.  E.  Bailey,  Mrs.  H.  Mcrritt,  Mrs. 
E.  Holmes,  vice-presidents. 

'•  The  cliief  object  of  this  union  shall  be  to  inaugu- 
rate effective  measures  whereby  the  traffic  in  intoxi- 
cants shall  be  banished  from  among  us." 

Meetings  are  held  weekly  in  Joslyn's  block. 

Chrystal  Rock  Juvenile  Templars. — Corrinne 
Holmes,  C.  T.  ;  Herbert  Dalton,  V.  T.  ;  Kuth  Loth- 
rop,  C.  ;  Charles  Fanning,  S. ;  Minnie  De  Neves, 
A.  S. ;  Walter  N.  Foss,  F.  S. ;  William  Moors,  T. ; 
Linu  Macoy.  W.  ;  Walter  Packard,  D.  M.;  Sumner 
Cobb,  II.  H.  S. ;  Herman  Davenport,  L.  H.  S.  ; 
Leonard  Stearns,  P.  C.  T. 

St.  Patrick's  Total  Abstinence  Society. — This 
is  the  title  of  a  new  organization  formed  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  temperance  cause.  The  principal  and 
leading  spirit  in  this  movement  was  Rev.  Patrick  II. 
Clark,  an  assistant  curate  (now  in  the  West)  in  St. 
Patrick's  Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  which  the  Ilev. 
Thomas  B.  McNulty  was  the  pastor,  now  a  resident  in 
the  West.  His  earnest  efforts  in  this  direction,  and 
in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  young  people  of 
Brockton,  are  well  remembered  by  all  those  with 
whom  he  became  acquaiuted.  The  officers  were  Rev. 
Patrick  H.  Clark,  president ;  Daniel  Conclly,  vice- 
president  ;  John  J.  Morton,  recording  secretary  ;  Mat- 
thew Morris,  financial  secretary  ;  Patrick  Kent,  treas- 
urer ;  Arthur  Diamond,  Charles  L.  McCann,  Patrick 
Gilmore,  Joseph  Murphy,  T.  J.  Smith,  directors. 

St.  Patrick's  Total  Abstinence  Cadets  is  a  col- 
lection of  two  hundred  or  more  boys  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  who  signed  the  pledge  to  abstain  from 
all  intoxicating  liquors  until  they  arrive  to  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years.  They  were  organized  on  Sunday, 
May  15,  1881,  by  Father  Doherty. 


Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars. — Tkmple 
Lodge.  Campello,  instituted  Aug.  7,  1S71.  First 
officers:  William  H.  Rounds,  W.  C.  T. ;  Elena  Ma- 
coy, W.  V.  T. ;  George  H.  Haven,  W.  C  ;  S.  Nellie 
Foss,  W.  S.  E.  C. ;  Nathan  H.  Washburn,  AV.  A.  S. ; 
Joseph  R.  Reach,  W.  F.  S. ;  Edmund  B.  Faniiing,  W. 
Treas. ;  William  II.  Thayer,  W.  M.  ;  Lydia  C.  Daven- 
port, W.  D.  M,;  Emily  C.  Wood,  W.  I.  G.;  George 
C.  Sawyer,  "W.  0.  G.  ;  Mary  G.  Washburn,  W.  R. 
H.  S.  ;  Rebecca  BI.  Davenport,  W.  L.  II.  S.  ;  George 
Churchill,  P.  W.  C.  T.  George  P.  Hawkes,  G.  W.  S., 
George  S.  Ball,  G.  W.  C.  T. 

Good  Samaritan  Society. — This  was  au  organi- 
zation established  October,  187G,  in  the  interest  of 
general  reform  work,  particularly  temperance,  lectures, 
and  entertainments,  literary  and  musical  ;  a  reading- 
room  was  established,  and  regular  club  meetings  were 
held  in  the  reading-room  on  Wednesday  evenings. 
The  different  religious  societies  have  kindly  co-oper- 
ated in  their  efforts  at  reform  work  of  every  kind 
with  this  society.  The  society  had  the  names  of  over 
six  hundred  on  their  pledge,  very  few  of  which  have 
ever  been  violated. 

A  similar  organization  was  establi.->hod  at  Campello, 
doing  the  same  kind  of  work,  having  the  same  object 
in  view,  viz.,  that  of  general  reform  work,  in  which 
political  or  sectarian  discussion  is  prohibited  by  their 
constitution. 

The  Swedish  Benevolent  Society  of  Brockton, 
organized  Jan.  3,  1882. —  The  aim  and  object  of 
this  society  is  to  promote  friendship  and  true  patriotic 
love  between  all  of  Scandinavian  birtli  or  natioiialir.y, 
to  encourage  virtue  and  honesty,  to  promote  honor  for 
ourselves  and  our  native  and  adopted  countries,  to 
advise  and  assist  each  other  in  need  and  sickness,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances  governed  by  a  code  of  by- 
laws adopted  by  this  .society  Jan.  11,  1882. 

The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  society,  elected 
March  29,  1882  :  Frank  II.  Lawson,  preHdeiit ;  So- 
phia Johnson,  Andrew  Benson,  vice-pre>ideiits ;  G. 
H.  Olstrom,  secretary;  Charles  Ilellberg,  assistant 
secretary;  A.  J.  Rydi[vist,  treasurer;  Iliig<i  Sletten- 
green,  Gus.  A.  Hellberg,  Sigrid  Weiin.^trdni,  recep- 
tion committee;  Martin  Lul'striiin,  mu->ieal  director. 
Meet  in  Clark's  block  the  second  and  fourth  Wednes- 
days of  each  month,  at  eight  o'clock  P.m. 

M.  C.  0.  F.  (St.  TiiOM.A.s  Court,  No.  2'Jl  or- 
ganized and  constituted  on  Thursday  evening,  Feb. 
17,  1881,  in  Hibernian  Hall,  by  the  Worthy  High 
Chief  Ranger  Sullivan,  of  Boston,  with  the  following 
officers:  Patrick  Gilmore,  C.  R.  ;  Daniel  Connolly, 
V.  C.  R. ;  James  P.  Conley,  R.  Sec;  Philip  Mc- 
Donald, F.  Sec. ;  Patrick  McCarthy.  Trea.-^. ;  Thouias 
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J.  Smith.  S.  C. ;  Thomas  Nolan,  J.  C.  ;  John  Mor-  [ 
ton,  I.  S. ;  David  Burke,  0.  S. ;  Charles  L.  Mc-  i 
Cann,  James  Dor<raQ;  Patrick  Breiiuan,  Trustees ;  I 
Benedict  Donnovan,  M.D.,  Physician.  ! 

The  Miissachusetts  Court,  Order  of  Foresters,  above  [ 
named,  is  similar  in  its  objects  to  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
one  thousand  dollars  being  secured  to  the  heirs  of  the  j 
deceased  member  or  whoever  is  designated.  There 
wore  about  thirty  members  belonging  to  this  organ- 
ization, who  met  in  Hibernian  Hall  twice  every 
month.  Tlie  name  of  'St.  Thomas"  W;is  given  in 
lionor  of  Rev.  Thomas  B.  McNulty,  who  has  for  a 
long  time  been  the  pastor  of  St.  Patrick's  Church. 

Sanctuary  Society  is  composed  of  several  hundred 
female  members,  and  through  their  personal  ettorts 
liave  collected  a  large  library.  Any  person  belong- 
ing to  the  Catholic  Church  can  have  the  books 
on  payment  of  one  cent  per  day  for  each  book 
taken. 

Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  (Division  No.  1) 
organized  Jan.  0,  1875.  Officers  for  1884  :  Florence 
McGill,  Pres.;  Michael  O'Neil,  Vice-Pres. ;  John 
Kenny,  Sec.  ;  T.  F.  Connelly,  Fin.  Sec.  ;  Michael 
Casey,  Treas. 

Spiritualist  Society. — A  society  under  this  name 
has  been  organized  in  1884,  having  the  following  offi- 
cers, viz.  :  Rev.  Samuel  L.  Beal,  Pres. ;  William  Os- 
borne, Vice-Pre.s.  ;  James  A.  Kent,  Sec.  and  Treas. ; 
Theodore  Loring,  Charles  Delano,  W.  Dickerman, 
and  James  A.  Kent,  Exec.  Cora. ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Dicker- 
man,  Mrs.  Rogers,  and  Mrs.  Arabel  Ames,  Aud. 
Cora. 

Society  of  Progressive  Spiritualists. — A  society 
with  the  above  narae  was  organized  on  the  seventh 
day  of  April,  1878,  with  officers  as  follows:  H.  F. 
Bird,  Pres.  ;  Dr.  F.  Webster,  Vice-Pres.  ;  E.  G. 
Sparrow,  Sec.  ;  Nelson  nuckin.s,  Treas.  ;  Nelson 
Huckius,  Dr.  F.  Webster,  and  A.  Ames,  Trustees  ; 
L.  W.  Hill,  Collector.  Meetings  in  Cunningham 
Hall. 

The  Woman's  Mission  Society  is  connected  with 
the  Congregational  Churches  of  the  city.  President, 
Mrs.  Albert  Keith  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Mi-s.  George  E. 
Martin,  Mi-s.  F.  A.  Wardeld,  Mrs.  John  T.  Blades; 
Secretary,  Mi-s.  George  C.  Cary ;  Treasurer,  Mi.ss 
Mary  K.  Keith  ;  l^Ixecutive  Committee,  Mrs.  C. 
Bradford,  Mrs.  0.  Grossman,  Mi.ss  Cornelia  Eddy, 
Mrs.  S.  Foss  ;  Collectors,  Mrs.  Jane  P.  Reed,  Mrs. 
Minot  Niles,  Jlrs.  Charles  Curtis,  Mrs.  Almiron 
Li-acli,  Miss  Annie  Moors,  Miss  Mary  C.  Keith. 

Brockton  Woman's  Suffrage  Association. — On 
Monday,  Oct.  2,  1876,  the  friends  of  female  suifrage 
met   in  Lower  Music   Hall,  David   L.  Cowell,  Esq., 


presiding,  to  listen  to  an  address  by  Miss  JIatilda 
Hindman,  after  which  a  form  of  constitution  was 
presented,  which  set  forth  the  objects  of  thi.s  organi- 
zation, whose  principles  may  best  be  told  in  the  two 
following  articles : 

"  1st.  Believing  in  the  natural  equality  of  the  two 
sexes  and  their  consequent  right  to  e(|ual  elective  and 
legal  privileges,  and  in  the  wrong  inflicted  upon 
woraen  by  withholding  the  same,  resulting  in  incal- 
culable lo.ss  to  society,  the  undersigned  agree  to  unite 
in  an  association  to  be  called  '  The  Brockton  Woman's 
Suffrage  Association.' 

"  2d.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to 
effect  by  moral  and  political  eflfort,  changes  in  public 
sentiment,  resulting  in  the  acknowledged  right  of 
suffrage  for  woraen,  and  placing  her  in  all  respects  on 
an  equal  footing  with  man." 

This  constitution  was  adopted,  and  twenty  five 
names  placed  upon  the  list  of  members.  The  officers 
elected  were  Mrs.  Lydia  B.  Willis,  president ;  Mrs. 
Milley  Estes,  Lewis  Ford,  Rev.  S.  L.  Beal,  Mrs. 
Jason  Packard,  vice-presidents  ;  Richard  Humphrey, 
treasurer ;  Rev.  C.  M.  Winchester,  secretary.  The 
president,  treasurer,  secretary,  Edward  E.  Bennett, 
and  Ellen  Slade  constitute  the  executive  committee. 

Enterprise  Association,  Campello. — This  is  an 
association  of  persons  leagued  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  beautifying  and  ornamenting  the  village  with 
shade  and  ornamental  trees,  and  otherwise  improving 
the  appearance  of  that  portion  where  they  reside,  aud 
in  which  they  have  a  deep  interest. 

Campello  Sportsmen's  Club. — Several  parties  in- 
terested in  shooting  and  practice  in  glass-ball  matehos 
met  together  and  formed  a  club  under  the  above  name. 
President,  Henry  F.  Thayer ;  Treasurer,  Frank  P. 
Keith  ;  Secretary,  J.  D.  Fiske.  The  secretary,  treas- 
urer, president,  Howard  P.  Keith,  and  J.  E.  Carr, 
were  executive  committee.  Members:  Henry  F. 
Thayer,  Frank  P.  Keith,  J.  D.  Fiske,  J.  K  Carr, 
Howard  P.  Keith,  Manuel  P.  Nevis,  Charles  E. 
Tribou,  Charles  E.  Martin,  Paul  Hartwig,  Henry  B. 
Wood,  Alton  M.  Thayer,  Charles  J.  Turner,  Walton 
E.  Keith,  Joseph  A.  Jennings,  Harry  A.  Copcland, 
Stephen  M.  Thresher,  W.  Dexter  Pierce,  William  F. 
Ryder,  Japhet  B.  Packard,  L.  Sumner  Packard, 
Warren  R.  Thayer,  Edmund  Baker,  0.  G.  Tinkham. 

The  ground  used  for  practice  by  the  club  was  a  lot 
east  of  the  river  at  Campello,  on  laud  belonging  to 
Nathan  Keith. 

City  Bicycle  Club  is  the  largest  organization  of 
the  kind  in  Southeastern  Massachusetts.  It  was 
formed  in  1881.  President,  William  Briggs;  Captain, 
George  P.  Johnson ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Fred. 
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M.  Bixby.  Their  present  headquarters  is  in  Theatre 
Building,  Eaat  Elm  Street,  which  was  opened  to  tlieir 
use  Jan.  1,  1883.  Starting  with  fourteen  original 
members,  it  has  increased  to  forty,  and  growing  in 
numbers. 

This  city  lias  two  other  clubs,  the  "  Brockton"  and 
"Union." 

Brockton  Bicycle  Club,  organized  June  1,  1879, 
twenty-two  members.  William  IT.  Bryant,  prosidoiit ; 
Fied.  B.  Howard,  secretary  and  trca.suier ;  F.  II. 
Johnson,  captain. 

Brockton  Fanciers'  Club  was  formed  Nov.  11, 
1S7S.  It  is  an  association  of  persons  interested  in 
the  improvement  of  poultry,  pigeons,  and  pets,  etc., 
and  in  holding  exhibitions  for  the  purpose  of  encour- 
aging the  special  raising  of  the  best  varieties.  Pres- 
ident, William  llaukin  ;  Vice-President,  J.  W.  Free- 
man ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Abbott  W.  Packard  ; 
Recording  Secretary,  11.  W.  Shaw  ;  Treasurer,  W.  F. 
Field  ;  Executive  Committee,  Bradford  Wild,  G.  T. 
Eaudall,  W.  H.  Sylvester,  L.  A.  Tower,  of  Brockton, 
and  Ozias  Millett,  of  South  Abington. 

Fire  Department. — Water  is  the  grand  agent  that 
nature  hits  provided  for  the  extinguishment  of  flames, 
and  the  difl'erent  ways  and  means  for  applying  it  with 
eftect  have  been  sought  for  in  every  civilized  country. 
In  the  absence  of  more  suitable  implements,  buckets 
aud  other  portable  vessels  of  capacity  at  hand  have 
always  been  seized  to  throw  water  upon  fire,  and  when 
used  with  celerity  and  presence  of  mind  in  the  early 
commencement  of  a  fire  have  often  been  sufficient, 
but  when  a  conflagration  extends  beyond  their  reach 
the  fate  of  the  burning  pile  too  often  resembles  that 
of  the  ships  of  "^Eneas," — 

"Nor  buckets  poured,  nor  atrongtb  of  human  hunii, 
Cau  the  victorious  elciucDt  withstiind." 

Hence  the  necessity  of  some  device  by  which  a 
stream  of  water  may  be  forced  from  a  distance  on 
flames.  Ingenious  men  of  former  days  were  stimu- 
lated to  an  unusual  degree  to  invent  machines  for  that 
purpose.  The  first  machine  used  for  throwing  water 
upon  fire  was  the  common  syringe.  Fire  was  the 
most  destructive  agent  employed  in  ancient  wars, 
hence  every  effort  that  could  be  made  by  ingenuity 
for  protection  from  the  as.saults  of  pitch,  oil,  and  fire, 
that  were  thrown  from  the  ramparts,  was  made. 

The  introduction  of  fire-engines  was  an  important 
event  in  the  country,  and  indicates  a  certain  degree  of 
refinement  in  civilization  and  an  advanced  state  of 
the  mechanic  arts.  If  we  review  the  progress  of  fire- 
engines  in  modern  times,  from  the  syringe  to  the 
splendid  engine  of  to-day,  we  cannot  fail  to  observe 
that  progress  marks  the  age.     At  first  was  used  the 


single    cylinder,  then    the    double  cylinder  and   air- 
chamber,  which  was  first  used  in  1825.' 

Fire-Engines. — The  first  fire-engine  in  Brockton 
was  purchased  by  subscription  iu  1827,  and  was 
owned  by  a  private  company.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  original  subscription  paper  : 

"This  proposes  a  method  for  obtuiniu;,'  a  tire  cn^jinc,  to  bo 
kept  near  the  road  betwixt  the  Old  Meeliu;^  House  jnJ  Mr. 
Whitmau's  oBioc,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  N'unh 
Bridgcwater  who  are  liable  to  suflcr  loss  by  liru.  .\iu\  i.. 
accomplish  said  objeei,  twenty-three  shares,  v:iIulU  at  Iwcniy 
dollars  each,  are  offered  to  those  who  uiay  feel  interested  to 
become  proprietors  thereof.  Kaeh  subscriber  will  aniie.v  to  his 
name  how  many  shares  he  takes,  and  if  less  than  one,  what 
part.  And  we,  the  subscribers,  do  severally  feel  under  obliga- 
tions to  pay,  agreeably  to  our  subscription,  to  the  jiroprieturs, 
treasurer,  or  agent  duly  authorized  by  ,i  majority  of  proprietors 
to  receive  their  money,  and  to  procure  their  engine. 

"North  Bridgewater,  February  10,  IS:;;." 


No.  of 
Shared.     Subecribera 


No.  of 
Subdcriltera'  uaiuea.  Shared.    Subecribera'  nanit-s.  Shares. 

Eliab  Whitman One.     Eliphiilet  ICingman.. One-half. 

Nathan  I'erry "     '  Ijela  Keith 

Edward  Southworth "     ]  Ephraim    Howard " 


Silas  Packard " 

Jabez  Field '• 

Benjamin   Kingman •* 

•John  Wales " 

David  Ames ** 

Kosseter  Jones " 

Micab  Faxon '* 

Nathan  Hay  ward *' 

Arza  Leonard " 

Azel  Wood " 

licmuel  French '* 

Zibeon  French  ** 

Perez  Crocker " 

John  Battles " 


William   Fu.von. 

Nathan  .Jones '* 

David    Packard *■ 

John   Packard '* 

Nathaniel  }I.  Cross...         ** 

Charles    Packard '* 

Uiram  Athcrton 

Azor  Packard Une-ijuarter. 

Josiah  W.   Kingman.        " 
Benjamin  Stoddard...        '* 

John  Crafts " 

Thomas  Wales. 'rhree-(iuartcrs. 
Nath.  U.  llarl.iw..OnC'i|Uaiter. 
.Sidney  Perkins...  " 


This  engine  was  called  the  "  Union,  No.  1,"  and 
was  a  bucket-tub  to  be  filled  by  hand.  The  machine 
passed  out  of  the  proprietors'  hands  to  the  town,  on 
condition  that  the  town  would  put  the  engine  in  per- 
fect order,  and  keep  it  in  order  lor  u.se  at  fires.  They 
also  furnished  a  hook-and-ladder  carriage,  with  tire- 
hooks,  ladders,  chains,  etc. 

The  above  constituted  all  the  facilities  for  extin- 
guishing fires  previous  to  1845.  At  that  date  the 
town,  finding  the  alarms  of  fire  growing  more  numcr- 
ou.s  as  new  buildings  were  erected,  and  were  so  near 
together,  "  voted  to  procure  two  new  and  improved 
suction  fire-engines."  This  vote  passed  Feb.  D,  18-10. 
Tlie  town  appropriated  one  thousand  dollars,  provided 
the  citizens  would  subscribe  one  thousand  dollars 
more.  The  subscription  was  promptly  raised,  and 
Benjamin  Kingman  and  Aniasa  Edson  appointed  a 
committee  to  purchase  the  machines.  Previous  to 
this  time  the  management  at  fires  wa.s  under  the 
direction  of  "fire  wards"  appointed  by  the  town. 

The  two  new  engines  were  manufactured  by  Messrs. 

'  The  first  fire-engine  in  use  in   tiiis  country  was  imported 
from  Holland  for  the  city  of  New  York,  in  December,  17.il. 
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T.  &  E.  Thayer,  costing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars each,  and  were  coiupletcd  and  received  Fob.  6, 
1S47.  One  of  them  was  called  "  Protector,"  and 
was  kept  in  the  Centre  Village ;  the  other,  called 
"  Enterprise,"  was  located  at  Cainpello. 

The  -'fire  department"  of  18G5  was  organized  by 
an  act  of  incorporation  by  the  Legl-^lature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, March  18,  184(1,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
receipt  uf  the  two  new  engines  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing: one  old  engine,  the  "  Union,"  Capt.  Henry 
L.  Bryant;  "Protector,  No.  3,"  Capt.  B.  P.  Lucas, 
— motto,  "  We  will  endeavor ;"  "  Enterprise,  No.  2," 
Capt.  Aaron  B.  Drake, — motto,  "  Always  ready ;" 
one  hook-and-ladder  carriage,  with  the  fixtures,  and 
one  old  and  two  new  engine-houses. 

In  1S50  the  town  purchased  a  large  engine  of  John 
Agnew,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  costing  seventeen  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  was  called  the  "  Protector,  No.  3." 
The  old  engine  of  that  name  was  changed  to  "  Relief, 
No.  4," — motto,  "  Our  aim,  the  public  good."  In 
May,  1853,  a  new  machine  was  purchased  by  private 
subscription,  by  the  name  of  "Independence,  No.  5," 
— motto,  "  Still  live."  About  the  same  time,  the 
"  Relief  Engine,  No.  4,"  was  sold  to  the  town  of 
Randolph,  and  located  at  South  Randolph.  In  the 
fall  of  1853  a  new  engine  was  purchased  of  L.  But- 
ton &  Co.,  of  Waterford,  N.  Y.,  named  "  Mayflower, 
No.  4,"  which  name  was  changed  to  "  Columbian,  No. 
5," — motto,  "  On  the  alert." 

In  the  spring  of  1861  the  town  voted  to  sell  "  Pro- 
tector, No.  3,"  which  was  done  during  the  year,  by 
exchange  with  William  Jeffers,  of  Pawtucket,  for  one 
of  his  engims,  using  the  same  name  and  number. 
In  1854  "  Enterpri.se  Engine,  No.  2,"  was  transferred 
to  the  '•  West  Shares,"  or  Northwest  Bridgewater, 
and  the  name  changed  to  "  Niagara,  No.  6."  During 
that  year  a  new  engine  was  purchased  of  L.  Button 
&  Co.,  of  Waterford,  N.  Y.,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
old  engine,  adopting  the  same  name,  and  was  located 
at  Campello.  In  18G5  the  "Niagara  Engine"  was 
sold  to  go  to  South  Easton,  and  a  new  engine  was 
purchased  at  Charlestown,  named  "  Hancock,  No.  1." 

In  1865  the  fire  department  of  Brockton  consisted 
of  "Hancock  Engine,  No.  1,"  Capt.  Isaac  H.  Hart- 
well,  located  at  the  "  West  Shares," — motto,  "  Our 
aim,  the  public  good  ;"  "  Enterprise  Engine,  No.  2," 
Capt.  William  Stevens,  located  at  Campello, — motto, 
"  Always  ready ;"  "  Protector  Engine,  No.  3,"  Capt. 
Henry  B.  Packard,  located  in  the  Centre  Village, — 
motto,  "  We  will  endeavor  ;"  "  Columbian  Engine, 
No.  5,"  Capt.  E.  Z.  Stevens,  also  located  in  the 
Centre  Village, — motto,  "  On  the  alert ;"  and  one 
hook-and-ladder   carriage   and    three    engine-houses. 


On  Saturday,  the  21st  of  October,  1865,  the  fire 
companies  made  a  trial  of  fire-engines  for  a  silver 
trumpet.  "  Protector"  took  the  prize,  playing  hori- 
zontally two  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 

The  fire  department,  as  constituted  in  1884,  con- 
.■li.ils  of  three  steam  fire  engines,  with  fifteen  men 
each,  three  extinguishers,  one  hook-and-ladder  com- 
pany, and  one  hand-engine. 

The  board  of  engineers  are  Davis  R.  Eldrod,  as- 
sisted by  Nehemiah  S.  Holmes,  Charles  Eaton,  Zenas 
L  Marston,  and  Alexander  Fanning.  Nehemiah  S. 
Holmes,  clerk. 

The  fire  department  of  Brockton  has  ever  had  a 
good  reputation  for  efficiency,  and  when  it  Ls  cunsiderud 
how  many  wooden  buildings  are  compactly  located, 
the  city  has  been  remarkably  fortunate  in  not  having 
many  conflagrations. 

Fire-Alarm The  city  has  an  excellent  system  of 

fire-alarms  through  its  territory,  which  facilitates  the 
getting  to  fires  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Brockton  Special  Fire  Police. — This  is  an  or- 
ganization of  persons  appointed  by  the  mayor  and 
aldermen,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  as  .soon  as  an  alarm 
of  fire  is  given,  to  repair  to  the  spot  designated  by 
the  fire-alarm,  and  take  charge  of  the  personal  prop- 
erty in  and  around  the  burning  buildings,  subject  to 
orders  from  the  chief  engineer. 

This  is  a  very  valuable  aid  to  the  fire  department, 
and  prevents  depredation  and  all  sorts  of  mischief. 

The  force  for  1883  was  as  follows: 

David  Eldred,  captain  ;  Thomas  W.  Kennedy,  first 
assistant;  Arthur  P.  Alden,  second  assistant;  AlJeu 
W.  Skinner,  clerk  and  treasurer;  Clarence  Gill, 
David  Glover,  and  Michael  O.  Neal.  Members,  Wil- 
liam Brett,  Jolin  Dean,  George  F.  Tiukliam,  AIu.k- 
ander  Eraser,  John  S.  Perry,  E.  J.  Hartford,  Oliver 
L.  Joy.  Rufus  E.  Packard,  Elmer  L.  Fellows,  Charles 
N.  Hudson,  Melvin  F.  Packard,  Jason  H.  Raymond, 
J.  Emery  Merchant. 

Eailroads. — March  25,  1845,  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  granted  a  charter  to  Messrs.  Artemas 
Hale,  Nahum  Stetson,  Aaron  Ilobart,  Solomon  Ager, 
Benjamin  B.  Howard,  Dwelly  Fobes,  Edward  South- 
worth,  Benjamin  Kingman,  Henry  Blanehard,  Eben- 
ezer  Alden,  Royal  Turner,  and  David  Blanehard,  and 
their  associates  and  successors,  to  build  a  railroad  from 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  at  South  Braintree,  running 
through  Randolph,  Stoughton,  and  Brockton,  to 
Bridgewater,  to  connect  with  the  Middleboro'  and 
Bridgewater  Railroad,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Ran- 
dolph and  Bridgewater  Railroad  Corporation."  The 
road  was  finished  and  commenced  running  cars  to 
Brockton  in  1846.     Previous  to  this  the  "  Fall  River 
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Blanch  Railroad"  had  been  in  existence  for  some  time 
fruni  Myricii's  Station,  on  tlie  "Taunton  Branch  Rail- 
road," to  Fall  River.  Anotlier  short  road  was  char- 
tered to  mn  from  Bridgewater  to  Myrick's  Station,  to 
connect  with  the  "  Fall  River  Branch  Railroad,"  thus 
iiuiking  a  continuous  route  from  the  Old  Colony  Road 
at  South  Braintree  to  Fall  River,  and  three  different 
corporations.  These  were  united  in  one,  under  the 
name  of  the  "  Fall  River  Railroad  Corporation,"  by 
which  it  was  known  until  by  an  act  of  the  Ley;isla- 
ture,  March  25,  1854,  the  "  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company"  and  the  "  Fall  River  Railroad  Company" 
were  made  into  one  corporation,  under  the  name  of 
the  "  Old  Colony  and  Fall  River  Railroad  Corpora- 
tion." The  road  has  since  changed  its  name,  upon 
the  completion  of  the  road  to  Newport,  to  "  Old 
Colony  and  Newport  Railway  Company."  The  city 
has  now  direct  communication  with  Boston,  Fall 
River,  Newport,  Middleboro',  and  towns  on  Cape 
Cod,  and  also  to  Fairliuveu.  Mr.  Joseph  O.  Ben- 
nett was  tlie  first  station  agent  at  the  Centre,  who 
was  succeeded  by  George  W.  Bryant,  Calvin  Keith, 
and  J.  Herman  French,  who  is  now  the  superin- 
tendent. 

There  is  another  depot  at  Canipello,  one  and  a  half 
miles  south  of  the  Centre.  Varanes  Wales  was  the 
first  station  agent,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Isaac  T. 
Packard  and  Nelson  J.  Foss. 

During  the  year  1845  a  charter  was  applied  for,  to 
build  a  branch  road  from  Stoughton  to  North  Bridge- 
Water  (now  Brockton),  with  a  capital  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Brockton  Gas-Lig^ht  Company, — During  the 
year  1858  several  of  the  citinens  in  the  thickest 
settled  portions  of  the  town  began  to  discuss  the  sub 
ject  of  a  better  means  of  lighting  the  stores,  factories, 
and  dwelling-liouses  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  people 
wanted  more  light,  and  as  is  always  the  case  when 
people  wish  for  light  it  can  be  had.  For  this  pur- 
pose a  few  public-spirited  individuals  were  called 
together  July  22,  1859,  to  see  what  measures  it  was 
thought  best  to  adopt.  Subscription  papers  were 
opened,  and  stock  taken  to  the  amount  of  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars each.  A  company  was  organized  Sept.  5,  1859, 
with  the  following  otficers :  William  F.  Brett,  presi- 
dent; David  F.  Studley,  trea.surer  ;  Nouh  Chesman, 
II.  W.  Robinson,  and  Jouas  R.  Perkins,  Esq.,  direc- 
tors. 

The  present  oflScers  are  Noah  Chcamao,  president ; 
Henry  W.  Robinson,  treasurer;  Jonas  R.  Perkins, 
cleik  ;  David  Brayton,  superintendent.  Ofiice  on 
Muutello,  near  School  Street. 


The  Edison  Electric  Illuminating^  Company. — 
This  company  organized  March  5,  1883,  with  a  cap- 
it.il  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  business  in  Brockton.  The  following 
is  the  list  of  ofiBcera  :  President,  Charles  G.  White, 
of  Boston  ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  William  L.  Garri- 
son ;  Directors,  George  P.  Denny,  James  P.  Tolman, 
Frank  J.  Coburn,  Calvin  B.  Prescolt,  and  F.  G. 
White;   Manager,  W.  J.  Jenks. 

On  Monday  evening,  Oct.  1,  1883,  at  quarter-past 
six  o'clock  P.M.,  the  above  system  of  lighting  was 
successfully  introduced  into  the  city  of  Brockton,  and 
has  now  become  one  of  the  principal  institutions  of 
the  city.  The  reputation  of  Brockton  is  second  to 
none  in  introducing  the  best  and  newest  of  all  im- 
provements and  in  sustaining  all  well-directed  enter- 
prises. That  there  ia  a  growing  feeling  in  favor  of 
electricity  in  Brockton  is  evident  by  the  increased 
demand  for  its  introduction  into  private  houses  and 
stores,  and  that  it  will  come  into  general  use  we  liave 
no  doubt. 

The  central  station  or  head(|uarters  of  this  com- 
pany is  at  the  corner  of  Moutello  and  Lincoln  Streets, 
where  the  company  are  provided  with  a  commodious 
brick  building  and  steam-power  of  the  most  approved 
kind. 

Jenny  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company,  of 
Brockton,  organized  May  2,  1884,  capital  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  located  at  the  corner  of  Montello  and 
Crescent  Streets.  George  E.  Keith,  president ; 
Henry  E.  Lincoln,  elerk  and  treasurer;  George  E. 
Keith,  Henry  E.  Lincoln,  Ziba  C.  Keith,  Col.  John 
J.  Whipple,  directors.  Works  in  a  building  one  hun- 
dred by  thirty-five  feet,  on  Moutello,  south  of  Cres- 
cent Street. 

Lights  have  been  placed  on  the  streets  by  this  com- 
pany within  a  few  weeks,  and  have  proved  highly 
satisfactory.  There  are  a  large  number  of  prominent 
firms  who  have  signified  their  intention  to  use  this 
light. 

Brockton  Street  Railway  Company.  —  This 
corporation  was  duly  organized  Jan.  8,  1881,  with  the 
following  officers :  George  F.  Hall,  Henry  Towle, 
and  Fred.  Nourse,  of  Boston,  Charles  R.  Ford  and 
Ziba  C.  Keith,  of  Brockton,  directors.  George  F. 
Hall  was  elected  president,  and  Fred.  Nourse  clerk. 
j  The  capital  stock  was  forty  thousand  dollars. 

The  cars  ran  over  tlie  road  for  the  tiist  time  on 
Wednesday,  July  6,  1881,  and  commenced  regular 
trips  from  the  beginning,  being  well  patronized.  Cars 
were  decorated  on  the  occasion  of  opening  of  the  road, 
which  at  first  extended  from  Clifton  Avenue,  near 
the    southerly   boundary   of   the    town    in   Campello, 
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through  the  uiaio  thoroughfare  of  the  city  as  far  08 
the  uuuufactory  of  Edoji  H.  Reynolds,  at  the  Dorth  end. 
Trips  were  made  every  twenty  minutes.  At  first  six 
box  aud  three  open  cars,  and  thirty-nine  horses,  were 
required  to  run  the  road  in  a  proper  manner. 

At  tlie  commencement  of  running  the  horse-cars, 
there  was  a  line  of  large  omnibuses  running  from 
Campullo  to  Brockton,  which  tlie  railroad  company 
purchased,  including  the  horses,  coaches,  harness, 
etc.,  beluiigiug  to  Peudar  &  Rogers.  The  company 
also  leased  the  stable  of  the  proprietors  for  five  years 
fur  the  purposes  of  the  new  railroad.  Horace  B. 
Rogers  immediately  took  the  management  uf  the  road 
us  superintendent,  for  which  position  he  was  admira- 
bly qualified,  and  under  whose  direction  the  road  has 
proved  a  success.  In  the  early  part  of  1884,  the  people 
of  East  Stoughton  wishing  for  accommodations  and 
convenient  connection  with  Brockton,  the  company  ex- 
tended their  track  to  the  Randolph  line,  thus  making 
a  complete  line  from  Randolph,  through  the  main 
streets  of  East  Stoughtou  aud  Brockton  to  West 
Bridgewater.  This  corporation  is  very  judiciously 
managed,  aud  has  proved  remunerative  to  the  stock- 
holders, and  tends  very  much  to  equalize  the  difierent 
sections  of  the  city,  by  opening  up  the  vacant  lands, 
and  adding  to  the  growth  of  the  same. 

North  Bridgewater  Board  of  Trade. — This  was 
an  organization  having  for  its  object  the  following : 
'•  In  order  to  promote  tiie  efficiency  and  extend  the  use- 
fulness of  the  business  men  of  North  Bridgewater, 
and  in  order  to  secure  unity  and  harmony  of  action  in 
reference  to  any  initiated  or  prospective  enterprises 
afl'ectiug  its  welfare,  and  especially  in  order  to  atford 
a  fund  of  counsel  to  secure  the  proper  consideration 
of  all  questions  pertaining  to  the  financial,  commercial, 
and  industrial  interests  of  our  community,  this  asso- 
ciation on  this  29lh  day  of  March,  1871,  is  hereby 
formed."   Meetings  were  held  in  Mercantile  Building. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  April 
5,  1871,  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Ellis 
Packard,  president ;  Henry  W.  Robinson,  Albert 
Keith,  vice-presidents ;  Ira  Copeland,  secretary ; 
George  E.  Bryant,  treasurer;  Directors,  Oakea  S. 
Soule,  E.  L.  Thayer,  Edward  Southworth,  Jr., 
Rufus  P.  Kingman,  Enos  H.  Reynolds,  Eben  G. 
Rhodes,  Charles  F.  Porter,  Nelson  J.  Foss,  Edward 
Crocker,  Charles  R.  Ford,  William  W.  Cross,  Davis 
S.  Packard. 

Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars. — Fra- 
ternal Lodge,  No.  24.' — Many  of  the  earliest  efibrts 


*  .Siucc  printiug  the  mutter  in  reference  to  thU  lodge  on  page 
706,  the  above  data  liuve  been  obtuiued. 


in  the  temperance  cause  were  according  to  the  methods 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars.  Every 
representative  of  the  Good  Templar  ideal  is  an 
apostle  of  temperance  ideas  and  principles,  and  their 
influence  is  more  widely  felt  than  that  of  most  any 
other  order. 

This  lodge  was  constituted  Sept.  22,  1860,  by  the 
Grand  Temple  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  who  granted 
unto  the  following  members  to  be  a  lodge,  located  at 
North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  under  the  name 
of  Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  24  : 

Charter  Members. — Isaac  T.  Packard,  George  R. 
Whitney,  Clement  Ella,  C.  F.  Sylvester,  C.  G.  Keeney, 
Charles  W.  Gardner,  H.  F.  Perkins,  D.  T.  Super,  L. 
Preston  Howard,  John  W.  Porter,  Robert  Clifford, 
H.  C.  R.  Sherman,  Isaac  Littlefield,  Elizabeth  F. 
Gardner,  Catharine  P.  Cobb,  Elizabeth  Pierce,  L.  W. 
Harmon,  A.  P.  Kingman,  Charles  N.  Pierce,  Ephraim 
Bailey,  Hannah  Bailey,  Jennie  Bryant,  John  Filoon. 

Oj/icos.— Isaac  T.  Packard,  W.  C.  T.  ;  Catharine 
P.  Cobb,  W.  V.  T. ;  H.  C.  R.  Sherman,  Chap.  ;  C. 
F.  Sylvester,  Sec. ;  Hannah  Bailey,  A.  S.  ;  C.  G. 
Kenney,  F.  S. ;  A.  P.  Kingman,  Treas. ;  Charles 
W.  Gardner,  Mar. ;  Maria  Fletcher,  D.  M. ;  Jennie 
Bryant,  J.  6. ;  John  W.  Porter,  0.  G. ;  Lydia  Fuller, 
R.  H.  S. ;  Hattie  E.  Dealing,  L.  H.  S. ;  George  R. 
Whitney,  P.  W.  C.  T. 

A  new  charter  was  granted  and  a  new  lodge  cou- 
stituted  May  20,  1867,  with  the  following  member- 
ship: Rufus  L.  Thatcher,  Alpheus  Holmes,  H.  H. 
Filoon,  Benjamin  P.  Lucas,  Frank  Hervey,  X.  W. 
Stoddard,  0.  B.  Hervey,  R.  L.  Thatcher,  Jr.,  Pauline 
B.  Whitney,  Wealthy  Packard,  Catherine  P.  Cobb, 
George  R.  Whitney,  Joseph  M.  Hyde,  Julia  Hyde, 
Charles  W.Gardner,  Betsy  Copeland,  Abigail  Holmes, 
Hannah  Bailey,  E.  S.  Fletcher,  M.  K.  Ilayward, 
George  M.  Copeland,  Nelson  Marble,  Elizabeth  F. 
Gardner,  L.  E.  Packard,  George  B.  Dunbar,  W. 
Lithgow,  G.  W.  S. ;  E.  S.  Mitchell,  G.  W.  C.  T. 


CHAPTER   XXIV. 

Brockton  aa  a  City — The  Inauguration  of  tlie  First  Muiiiuiiiul 
Government  of  the  City — Inauguration  Proocudiiigs — City 
Charter — City  Seal — Wards  of  the  City — City  Government 
and  OSicem. 

Brockton  as  a  City. — In  the  history  of  Brocktou 
we  have  given  the  incorporation  of  the  original 
town  of  Bridgewater,  the  incorporation  of  the  North 
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Parish,  as  well  as  the  incorporatiou  of  the  town  of 
North  Bridgewater,  and,  as  this  town  and  Brockton 
are  now  in  cooimoD,  it  is  proper  to  give  a  brief 
account  of  the  present  municipality  known  as  the 
city  of  Brockton. 

From  1821  to  1870  the  territory  within  the  limits 
of  Brockton  was  known  as  North  Bridgewater. 
During  the  year  1870  a  large  number  of  the  citizeus 
began  to  consider  the  expediency  of  a  change  of 
name,  substituting  a  shorter  name,  and  one  not  so 
easily  confounded  with  other  localities  similar  in  their 
pronunciation.  The  reasons  given  were  many, — some 
very  good,  others  of  but  little  account.  In  the  early 
part  of  1871  various  names  were  suggested  as  being 
appropriate,  among  which  was  the  Pilgrim  name  of 
"  \Vin^low."  At  an  informal  meeting  of  the  friends 
of  a  proposition  for  changing  the  name,  held  in  the 
selectmen's  room  Monday  evening,  Jan.  23,  1871, 
several  names  were  suggested,  and  one  or  two  ballots 
were  taken.  The  following  were  among  the  many 
proposed  :  Standish,  Madison,  Pyroia,  Oriole,  Lang- 
don,  Gaston,  Aberdale,  Aidcn,  Moutello,  and  Norwood, 
a  decided  preference  being  given  to  the  last  mentioned. 
This  meeting  ended  without  definite  action. 

The  next  move  was  a  petition  signed  by  nearly  two 
hundred  and  fifty  persons  in  favor  of  a  change,  headed 
by  the  name  of  Hon.  Edward  Southworth,  Jr.,  and 
asking  for  a  public  meeting,  which  was  held  in  Mur- 
ray Hall,  Friday  evening,  Jan.  27,  1871,  for  a  discus- 
sion of  the  whole  subject.  The  town  voted  February 
8th  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  change  the  name  to 
Standish,  as  follows  : 

"  Tu  the  Ifoii.  Senate  and  House  of  JieprenentativeH  of  the  Cvm- 
tiiuuioettUh  «/  MaHHaeltuneltn^  in  Genei-al  Court  amienibled  : 
"The  undcrsigneij,  in  ubcdicDce  to  a  vote  passed  at  a  town- 
meeting,  held  on  ihe  Stb  day  of  February,  1871,  respectfully 
peliliuii  yuur  honorable  body  Co  chitnge  the  oorporute  name  of 
our  town  from  North  Bridgewater  to  Stundish,  and,  as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pruy. 

"  Nklson  J.  Fos3, 
"  Isaac  Kingman, 
"  IIenrv  a.  FoitP), 
"Selectmen  of  St,rlh  ffiiilijewaler.        I 
"No.  BitlDOEWATER,  Feb.  13,  1871." 

A  numerously-signed  petition  was  also  presented 
to  the  Coiumiltee  on  Towns  of  the  Legislature,  by 
Welcome  H.  Wales,  Ksq.,  then  tlie  representative  of 
the  town,  in  aid  of  the  above  petition,  as  follows  : 

"  To  the  JJotioroble  Senate  and  llonte  o/  Jle/treaentntiven  : 

"  The  undersiijne'l  legiil  volers  of  the  town  of  North  Bridge- 
water  endorno  the  action  of  the  town  at  a  legal  uit-eting  held  on 
the  Sih  of  February,  insrant,  in  voting  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture to  chungu  the  name  of  the  town, 

"CuAKLta  C.  BixuY  A  802  Otheks." 


And  afterwards,  on  the  20th  of  March,  the  town 
reconsidered  the  vote,  and  substituted  the  name  of 
"  Stanton,"  by  a  vote  of  136  for  Stanton  and  77  for 
"  Standish."  A  public  hearing  was  held  before  the 
legislative  committee  March  llj,  1871,  and  at  that 
time  it  seemed  as  though  the  name  of  "  Standish" 
would  be  adopted.  But  at  a  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee held  later  a  new  name  was  suggested,  and  a  meet- 
ing was  called  to  act  upon  a  new  name.  This  meet- 
ing was  held  March  20,  1871,  and  the  following 
article  (9th)  was  taken  up  and  acted  upon  as  follows : 

"To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  sub:;titute,  in  the  petition 
already  presented  to  the  Legislature  for  'Standiah,'  some  more 
simple  and  desirable  name  as  the  nauie  of  the  Town." 

"  Voted,  That  it  is  the  Sense  of  the  Town  to  Substitute  the 
name  of  'Stanton'  for  'Standish'  as  the  corporate  name  of  the 
Town." 

"  Voted,  To  instruct  our  Representative  to  present  to  the 
committee  of  the  Legislature  on  Towns  a  copy  of  the  previous 
Vote." 

This  action  suggested  another  name,  and  the  fol- 
lowing petition  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
committee: 

"  To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Hoitve  of  liepreaentaticeii  : 

"The  undersigned,  Legal  Voters  of  the  Town  of  North 
Bridgewater,  respectfully  pray  your  honorable  body  to  substi- 
tute the  name  of  '  Amburg*  in  place  of  Stanton,  in  the  petition 
already  presented  to  the  Legislature  for  a  change  in  the  Corpor- 
ate name  uf  North  Bridgewater. 

"L.  D.  HEiiviiY-  A  'J2r,  OriiKus." 

A  hearing  was  bad,  with  all  these  petitions  and  the 
original  petition  of  the  scleetmen,  by  vote  of  tlie  town 
before  them,  and,  after  all  parties  had  been  heard,  they 
took  the  view  that  as  the  town  had  originally  voted 
for  "  Standish,"  they  thought  a  petition  from  a  cor- 
porate body  in  public  town-meeting,  duly  notided,  was 
of  more  weight  than  a  lot  of  petitions  handed  uruund 
for  signatures,  and  therefore  reported  a  bill,  uf  which 
the  following  is  a  copy  : 

"  COHUONWEALTU    OF    M ASSACIIUSETf3. 

"In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

"An  aut  to  Change  the  Name  of  the  Town  of  North  Bridge- 
water. 

"Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  llouso  of  Ucpresetitiilives,  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority  of  the  saiue,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Section  1.  The  town  of  North  Bridgewater  shall  take  the 
name  of  Standish. 

"  Sect.  2.  This  shall  not  take  olTect  unless  uucepted  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  legal  voters  of  said  town,  present  und  voting 
thereon  by  ballot,  at  a  special  meeting  held  upon  notice  given 
■  at  least  seven  days  before  the  time  of  said  uieeting,  and  the 
polls  shall  be  opened  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  tureuoon  of  said 
day,  and  shall  not  be  closed  before  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  said  day,  nor  remain  open  longer  than  six  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  said  day. 

"  Sect.  3.  It  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  of  eaid  town 
to  certify  and  return  as  soon  aa  may  be  the  number  of  ballots 
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ia  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  this  act,  and  the  nuiuber  or  baU 
loLi  n<;:Liii»t  the  acccptaoce  uf  the  same,  to  the  Secretary  of  tUo  i 
Cooiiiioitweiilth  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of  such  i 
ballots  ia  in  ftivor  o{  the  acceptance  uf  this  act,  the  Secretary  I 
shall  imaiciliately  issue  ;iDd  publish  bis  eertiticate  declaring  | 
this  act  to  have  been  duly  accepted. 

"  Si:CT.  4.  Said  meetiog  ehall   be  held  within    ninety  days 
from  ttic  passage  of  this  act. 

"Sb:CT.  0.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

*•  House  of  Representatives, 

"  April  18,  1S71. 


'*  Passed  to  be  enacted. 


'  Passed  to  bo  enacted. 


'  Approved. 


"  Hakvev  Je»  kll,  S/iciiker. 
"  In  Senate,  April  18,  1871. 

'  HouACK  H.  CoOLiDGB,  PreHt'denf. 
'•  April  19,  1871. 

•'William  Claflin." 


The  citizeus  of  the  town  were  not  a  little  surprised 
at  the  result  of  the  committee's  conclusions.  How- 
ever, at  a  town-meeting  held  on  Tuesday,  May  9, 
1871,  the  number  of  votes  passed  upon  the  accept- 
ance or  rejection  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
change  the  name  of  the  Town  of  North  Bridgewater," 
was  887,  of  which  460  were  for  acceptance  and  427 
for  rejection. 

We  ne.xt  find  a  movement  to  have  the  name  of  the 
town  changed  to  Brockton,  and  this  time  it  was  suc- 
cessful. 

Here  follows  a  copy  of  the  petition  to  the  General 
Court  of  Mab.sauhusetts  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town 
by  a  special  vote  of  the  town  : 

"  To  the  Ilttiiuriible  Senate  atid  Ifoiitie  of  Represfntativti  of  the 
CoiiiiiniiitDct.itth  of  MuHnachitHetta  in  General  Court  amienibled : 
"The  undersigned  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  North  Bridge- 
water,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  passed  by  the  Town  at  a 
meeting  held  on  the  si.xth  day  of  February  instant,  hereby  pe- 
tition your  llonunible  body  to  pass  an  Act  chauging  the  cor- 
porate name  of  uur  Town  to  '  lirockton.' 

"  Isaac  Kincsian, 
"  IIeniiy  A.  FouD, 
"W.  II.  Walks, 
"  Selectmen  of  Xorth  Brhlijewulvr. 
"Nimrii  UiiiiiGBWATKic,  Feb.  7,  1874." 

After  a  hearing  in  the  matter,  during  which  sev- 
eral petition.s  were  presented,  and  after  much  contro- 
versy, the  result  was  as  follows  : 

"Commonwealth  or  Massachusetts. 

'■  House  ok  Uei'Rksestatives,  March  13,  1874. 
"The  Ouiuniittee  on  Towns,  to  whom  Wiis  coinniittcd  the  pe- 
tition uf  ilie  selectmen  of  North  Bridgewuter  that  the  corporate 
iianicuf  >aid  town  may  be  changed  from  North  Bi-idgewater  to 
Brockton;  and  the  petition  of  CO.  Bixby  and  1U21  others, 
of  Isaac  Kingiuun  and  33  others,  and  of  George  II.  Gurncy 
and  102  others,  in  nid  of  said  petition  of  the  selecttuen  ;  and 
also  the  petition  of  F.  A.  Thayer  and  .'!14  others,  for  a  change 
of  the  name  of  Noi'tli  Bridgewater  to  Allerton  ;  together  with 
the  reuioristrance  of  Alpheus  Gurney  and  IftS  others,  of  Ly- 
man Clark   and    16:2   others,   against   the  change  of  the  name 


of  North  Bridgewater  to  Brockton,  have  duly  considered  the 
same  and  report  the  accompanying  Bill. 

"  Per  order, 

"S.  S.  GiSNODO." 

"  Chai'TEr  oxiii.  of  the  Acts  of  1874. 

"An  Act  to  authorize  the  Town  of  North  Bridgewater  to 
change  its  Name. 

'*  Be  it  enuLted,  ttc.,  a«  follnioa  : 

"  Sect.  1.  The  town  of  North  Bridgewater  may  take  the  name 
of  Brockton,  Allerton,  or  Avon. 

'•  Sect.  2.  A  special  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  said  town 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  of  the  current  year, 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  which  of  said.tlirec  names  shall 
bo  the  name  of  said  town.  The  voting  sh.all  be  by  ballot,  and 
each  voter  may  vote  for  one  of  said  names  only,  and  any  ballot 
having  thereon  any  other  name  or  more  than  one  of  said  nauie^ 
shall  not  be  counted.  The  polls  shall  be  opened  at  nine  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  of  said  day,  and  shall  be  closed  at  seven  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  said  day. 

"ciECT.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  of  said  town 
to  certify  and  return,  as  soon  aa  may  be,  the  number  of  ballots 
in  favor  of  each  of  said  three  names  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  who  shall  immediately  issue  and  publish  his 
ccrtilicate,  declaring  the  name  which  shall  be  found  to  have  the 
most  ballots  in  its  faVor  to  have  been  adopted  by  said  town,  and 
the  same  shall  thereupon  become  and  be  the  name  of  said  town. 

"Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  elfect  upon  its  passage. 

"  Aj.prooed  March  28,  1874. 

"  NoitTU  Bridgewater,  May  6,  1874. 
"  To  the    Honorultle  Secretary  of  the  Commonicettlth   of  Miibbu- 
chuselts  : 

"  The  undersigned  Selectmen  of  North  Bridgewater  hereby 
certify  that  in  accordance  with  a  recent  Act  of  the  Legislature 
a  town  meeting  was  held  on  this  fifth  day  of  .May,  1874,  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  either  'Brockton,'  'Allerton,'  or  'Avon' 
as  the  future  name  of  the  town,  their  choice  being  by  ballot. 
And  we  further  certify  that  the  whole  numbir  of  ballots  thrown 
at  said  meeting  for  that  purpose  was  14'JI.  Of  this  number  ten 
hundred  and  eighty  (1080)  were  for  '  Brockton,'  and  lour  huu- 
dicd  and  eleven  (411)  were  for  '  Avon.' 

"  IIknrv  a.  Foun, 
"  Isaac  Kincma.n, 
"  Welcome  II.  Walks, 
"  Selectmen  of  North  Hrid'jewaler." 

Filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Feb.  G,  1874. 

In  accordance  with  the  act  above  mentioned,  on 
the  6th  day  of  May,  1874,  the  secretary  i.s.sued  his 
proclamation  declaring  "  Brockton"  to  have  been 
chosen  by  the  town. 

City  of  Brockton. — The  first  effort  made  in  the 
direction  of  obtaining  a  city  charter  was  at  an  iiitbrmid 
gathering  of  a  few  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town 
held  in  the  office  of  Elbridge  L.  Blown,  Ks(|.,  civil 
engineer,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  21,  ISSO.  Au- 
gustus T.  Jones  (chairman),  Baalis  Sanfuid,  Jr.  (sec- 
retary), Dr.  Loring  W.  Puffer,  Charles  R.  Ford, 
Lynian  Clark,  Charles  W.  Sumner,  John  J.  Whipple, 
William  W.  Cross,  Dr.  Henry  H.  Filoon,  Charles  C. 
Bixby,  Francis  B.  Washburn,  P.  B.  Gardner,  E.  (1. 
Rhodes,  Bradford  E.  Jones,  Lucius  Richmond,  0.  O. 
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Patten,  George  E.  Bryant,  and  others  took  tlie  lead 
ill  expressiuj;  their  views,  and  arran)j;enient3  were 
made  tor  a  full  meetiiii;  to  be  held  in  the  Opera- House, 
Dec.  29,  1880,  at  which,  after  reiuarlcs  by  several 
persons,  George  M.  Copelaiid  offered  the  t'ullowing 
Uiotiun,  wliich  was  curried  without  opposition,  viz. : 

"Tliat  the  tieluctuien  o[  lirocktun  be  requested  tu  iasuo  tlieir 
wurrant  for  atown-ulcoting  fur  the  purjioio  of  formully  upply- 
iiij;  in  their  curporute  capacity  to  tlie  iocoinlDj^  Legifjlature  fur 
a  city  charter,  aaid  meeting  to  be  held  within  ten  days." 

iVgreeably  to  this  vote,  the  selectmen  called  a  town- 
meetiiiy;  on  lO'.li  day  of  January,  1881,  at  which  it 
was  voted  that  the  selecunen  be  instructed  to  petition 
the  Le^^islatuie  for  a  city  charter. 

Tiie  following  i.s  a  copy  of  the  petition  as  presented 
to  the  Legislature : 

•*  To  the  Huitufuble  Senate  uiiU  J/utme  of  UepfeaentaticeH  in  tieii- 
ei'tii  Cuiirt  aisgetitbled  : 

*^ lletijiect/ittti/  i-epreitent  the  undersigned  Selectmen  of  the 
Town  of  Brockton,  tliat  at  a  legal  meeting  of  the  initabitaiitd 
of  said  town,  held  on  the  tenth  day  of  January,  18S1,  it  was 
voted, — 

'*  To  instruct  their  Selectmen  to  petition  the  Legislature  to 
grant  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brockton  a  City  Char- 
ter. 

'*  Wherefore,  the  undersigned  respectfully  petition  your  Hon- 
orable bodies  to  grant  tu  said  ioliabitants  aCharter  whereby  the 
Town  of  Brockton  may  become  the  City  of  Bruekton,  and  estab- 
lish a  city  form  of  government. 

"William  W.  Cuoss. 
"  Henki-  a.  FoitD. 

"IlE.Sltir  U.   I'AlKiRU. 

"  William  S.  Guek.v. 

"Hk.NRY    E.    Ll.\tOLK. 
"  SeUctinen  of  Ui-uehlon. 
"  BiiocKTOX,  Jan    20,  1S81." 

"  COMIIONWEALTII    OF    MaSSACHOSETTS. 

"Seukktaky's  DeI'Aktment,  BustOD,  Nov.  1st,  18SJ. 
*'  A  true  copy. 

"  Attest, 

"  Hesuy  B.  Peiiice, 
'*  Secretari/  o/ the  Cuimnuuweutth." 

A  bill  wxs  reported,  Feb.  28,  1881,  and  the  act  of 
incorporation  of  the  "  City  of  Brockton"  passed  April 
'J,  1881. 

Agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Brockton  met  in  the  Opera- House,  on 
Monday,  the  23d  day  of  May,  1881,  at  two  o'clock 
I'.il.,  and  voted  on  the  acceptance  of  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  for  1881,  chapter  one  hundred  and  nincty- 
iwo. 

DeWitt  Clinton  Packard,  Esq.,  town  clerk,  filed 
the  following  vote  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 
commonwealth,  viz. : 

Yea 729 

No 24U 

Whole  number  of  ballots DGU 


The  Inauguration  of  the  First  Municipal  Gov- 
ernment of  the  City  of  Brockton. — Brutktuu  had  a 
splendid  day  for  her  first  iiiaugurutioii,  the  brilliant 
sunlight  reflected  on  the  freshly  fallen  snow  setting 
everything  in  a  glory  of  liglit,  while  the  crisp,  bracing 
air  seciucd  specially  designed  to  raise  the  spirits  of 
every  citizen  up  to  the  standard  of  the  day.  At 
half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  inoriiiiig  the  bells  uf 
the  First  and  Porter  Coniiregational  Churches  at  the 
north  end,  atid  the  South  Cungregatiuuul  and  Metho- 
di>t  Churches  at  Campello  united  in  merry  peals  fur 
half  an  hour  to  celebrate  the  happy  event. 

The  opera-house  was  nearly  tilled  .loine  time  bel'me 
the  exercises  were  begun,  and  suou  after  the  piu- 
gramme  was  opened  all  the  seats  of  the  parquet  and 
nearly  every  one  in  the  gallery  were  occupied,  and 
not  a  few  found  standing-room  in  the  outer  aisles. 
The  centre  section  of  the  parquet  seats  were  reserved 
for  the  members  of  tlie  new  City  Council  and  the  invited 
guests  of  the  occasion,  while  the  stage  was  occupied 
by  tlie  out-going  town  officers,  distinguished  guests, 
and  the  band.  In  the  foreground  of  the  |ilatfuriu  on 
the  left  sat  chairman  H.  H.  Packard,  and  his  a«oci- 
ates  on  the  board  of  selectmen,  llev.  Warren  God- 
dard,  Hon.  Jonathan  White,  cs-Selectmen  Whipple 
and  Cross,  llev.  H.  L.  Kelsey,  Judge  IV'rkins,  and 
Bradford  Kingman,  Esq.  On  the  right  were  ranged, 
as  honored  guests  of  the  day,  some  of  the  venerable 
citizens  of  the  town,  including  Father  Simeon  Pack- 
ard, the  only  man  present  who  voted  at  the  first  town- 
meeting  held  after  North  Bridgewater  was  incorjio- 
rated,  Josiah  W.  Kingman,  Esq.,  Capt.  Henry  French, 
Augustus  Jones,  Deacon  Galen  Pratt,  William  Faxon, 
Addison  Shaw,  Daniel  Ford,  Elbridge  G.  Lincoln, 
Deacon  Elbridgo  H.  Packard,  Lyman  Clark,  Deacon 
Cary  Howard,  Frederick  Howard,  Deacon  Alphcii.s 
Alden  ;  in  the  centre  sat  Governor  Long  and  Mayor- 
elect  Keith,  who  were  greeted  as  thi-y  came  iipnn  the 
platform  with  a  strain  of  "  Hail  to  the  Chief"  from 
the  band,  and  enthusiastic  cheers  from  the  audieiiee. 
Inauguration  Proceedings.  —  Promptly  at  lo 
o'clock  Chairman  H.  H.  Packard  rose,  and,  calling 
the  assemblage  to  order,  said  he  held  in  his  hand 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  incorporating  the  city  of 
Brockton,  which  was  accepted  by  vote  of  the  town 
on  the  23d  of  May  last,  and  which  began  a  elian'.;e 
from  a  town  to  a  city  form  of  government,  whieh 
was  now  about  to  be  consummated  by  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  officers  elected  under  its  provisions. 
Before  bidding  adieu  to  the  town  guvernment,  the 
speaker  said  it  seemed  fitting  to  glance  at  some  jioints 
in  the  history  of  the  town  whieh  were  of  peculiar 
interest  at  this  time.     This    Mr.   Packard   did   in   a 
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very  interestiug  manuer,  reviewiog  briefly  the  history 
of  tlie  tuwu  from  its  eatablishmeat,  ia  1821,  to  the 
eleciioQ  of  its  first  city  goverameot,  presenting  in  de- 
tail some  of  the  most  important  salient  events  in  the 
interval. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Packard's  address  the  band 
played  the  overture,  *'  L'Espoir  de  L'Alsace,"  after 
which  Rev.  H.  L.  Kelsey,  of  the  First  Congregational 
Ciiurch,  offered  an  earnest  prayer,  fervently  imploring 
the  divine  guidance  and  blessing  upon  the  young 
city,  and  the  members  of  the  new  government,  to  the 
end  that  the  best  good  of  the  people  may  be  con- 
served, and  God's  will  be  done  through  their  minis- 
trations. 

Henry  A.  Ford,  Esq.,  the  clerk  of  the  retiring 
Board  of  Selectmen,  then  read  the  record  of  the  vote 
at  the  first  city  election,  showing  that  the  total  vote 
for  Ziba  C.  Keith,  for  mayor,  was  1371,  and  for  all 
others  1075.  The  votes  for  members  of  the  City 
Council  were  similarly  given. 

Chairman  Packard  next  called  the  list  of  aldermen 
and  common  councilmen-elect,  who,  as  their  names 
were  called,  rose  to  their  places  in  the  front  sections 
of  the  orchestra  seats.  The  chairman  then  escorted 
the  mayor-elect  to  the  front  of  the  stage,  and  his  in- 
troduction of  him  to  the  City  Council  as  the  first 
mayor  of  the  first  city  of  Plymouth  County  was  re- 
ceived with  cheers.  He  then  placed  in  his  hands  the 
charter  of  the  city,  and  with  it  the  interests  and  future 
weliare  uf  the  young  city,  hoping  that  under  his  ad- 
ministration it  might  increase  in  prosperity  and  add 
new  lustre  to  its  name. 

Judge  J.  R.  Perkins  then  proceeded  to  administer 
the  oath  of  office  to  the  mayor  first,  then  to  the  alder- 
men, and  last  to  the  common  councilmcn,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  in  so  solemn  and  impressive  a 
manner  as  to  leave  a  deep  impression  upon  the  audi- 
ence, who  listened  to  it  with  the  most  rapt  attention. 
This  ceremony  over,  the  mayor  and  City  Council  re- 
sumed their  seats,  and  after  the  playing  of  ''  The 
Flowers  of  Alsace,"  by  the  band,  Mr.  Keith  proceeded 
to  read  liis  inaugural  address,  which  follows  in  full: 

MAYOR  KEITH'S  ADDKESS. 
"  O'eutteiiieii  of  the  Citj  Council: 

**  As  \vu  uru  iibuut  to  aj^aumu  the  iiutic:i  impOHcd  upon  us  by 
the  surtV:i;^c3  of  our  fellow-citizcns,  it  is  behttiu^;  that  we  ^should 
raisti  our  tltuDk-offering  for  tho  prutspertty  uf  our  town  (iuvlng 
these  tlircc:icorc  yeai:i,  and  that  we  should  invoke  tho  Divine 
blchsinjj  fur  the  fuluro  welfare  of  our  city. 

"  As  this  day  marks  a  new  t:ra  in  our  luuDicipal  career,  it  may 
not  be  unprofitable  to  review  in  u  brief  manner  tho  hibtory  of 
our  town  trom  the  period  of  its  settlement  to  the  present  time, 
to  mark  tlie  great  eliaoges  which  two  centuries  have  wruugiit, 
and  thereby  prepare  ourselves  the  more  fully  to  realize  the 
trusts  and  respunsibiUties  committed  to  our  hands. 


*' On  a  small  rocky  hill,  anciently  called  Sachem's  Rock,  a 
little  south  of  the  former  site  of  Whitman's  milt,  in  the  present 
town  of  East  Bridgewater,  on  the  23d  of  March,  \6i\),  were 
assembled  a  party  of  m«n  representing  on  the  one  side  ilie  pro- 
prietors of  a  plantation  granted  them  by  the  Old  Culuny  Cuurt 
at  Plymouth,  on  the  other  the  Indian  sachem  Ousamequin, 
afterward  and  better  known  as  Massasoit,  who  was  present  lu 
execute  a  deed  of  a  tract  of  land  called  Satucket,  described  in 
this  instrument  an  *  extending  in  the  length  and  breadth  thereof 
as  fulluwcth,  that  is  to  say  :  from  the  wear  [weir]  at  Satucket 
seven  utiles  due  east,  and  from  the  said  wear  seven  miles  due 
west,  and  from  the  said  wear  seven  uiites  duo  north,  and  from 
the  said  wear  seven  miles  due  south,  to  have  and  to  huld  to 
Miles  Staudish,  Samuel  Nash,  and  Constant  Southworth,  in  ' 
behalf  of  alt  the  townsmen  of  the  town  of  Duxbury,  to  them 
and  their  heirs  forever.  In  consideration  of  this  bargain  and 
sale.  Miles  Standisb,  Samuel  Nash,  and  Constnnt  Southworth 
bind  themselves  to  pay  for  the  same  seven  coats  (a  yard  and  a 
half  in  a  coat),  9  hatchets,  8  hues,  20  knives,  -1  moose  skins,  lUA 
yards  of  cotton/  This,  then,  was  the  original  price  paid  fur  what 
now  constitutes  Bridgewater,  East  Bridgewater,  West  Bridge- 
water,  Brockton,  and  a  part  of  Abington. 

"  Eleven  years  later,  in  June,  Kiati,  Bridgewater  was  incor- 
porated into  a  distinct  township,  being  the  hrst  interior  town 
in  the  Old  Colony.  Each  settler  had  at  lirst  a  grant  of  a  house- 
lui  uf  six  acres  on  the  Town  River,  the  first  lots  being  talien  in 
what  is  now  \Vest  Bridgewater,  where  at^^o  the  tirst  houses  were 
built  and  the  tirst  improvements  made.  Hardly  had  ttiis  settle- 
ment made  a  beginning  when  the  war,  known  as  the  King 
Pliilip's,  burst  upon  them.  Being  wholly  an  interior  buttleuient, 
and  remote  from  their  friends  on  the  seaboard,  they  were 
strongly  urged  to  desert  their  dwellings  and  repair  to  the  better 
protected  towns  by  the  coast.  This,  however,  they  resoiutL-ly 
refused  to  do,  but  kept  their  ground,  defended  their  homes,  and 
encouraged  and  assisted  other  towns  to  do  the  same. 

''  In  early  times  the  history  of  the  chuich  was  the  history  of 
the  town,  hence  the  frequent  reference  io  early  records  to  par- 
ishes and  precincts.  Previous  to  1716  Bridgewater  had  but  une 
place  of  religious  worship,  but  in  Juno  of  that  year  the  (jeneral 
Court  incorporated  a  new  parish,  which  was  called  the  Soulli. 
From  this  time  the  old  parish  took  the  name  of  the  North,  and 
comprised  the  territory  of  what  is  now  Brockton  and  West 
Bridgewater. 

"  No  settlements  are  known  to  have  been  made  in  the  ptesuiit 
city  of  Brockton  prior  to  the  year  1700,  hut  very  soon  after  this 
period  settlements  began  to  extend  northward,  and  had  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  that  in  1738  54  individuals  belouging 
in  tho  northerly  part  of  the  parish,  feeling  that  *  by  reason  of 
tho  groat  distance  but  few  of  their  families  could  attend  public 
worship  in  the  West  Precinct,'  sot  forth  their  grievances  in  a 
petition  to  the  General  Court  praying  that  '  they  might  be  set 
ort'  as  a  distinct  and  separate  township,'  which  petition  was  so 
far  granted  as  to  allow  them  tho  powers  and  privileges  usually 
given  to  parishes.  For  fifty-tive  years  thereafter  tiie  people  uf  the 
North  Parish  remained  apparently  contented  in  their  cuhucc- 
tion  with  the  other  parishes  of  the  town.  In  IT'J^J,  however 
the  desire  to  become  a  separate  township  became  so  strong  that 
steps  were  taken  looking  towards  the  incorporation  of  a  town, 
including,  as  was  proposed  in  this  instance,  the  West  and  North 
Parislies.     This  failed,  as  did  similar  attempts  in  1811  and  1^1  ti. 

"  At  a  meeting  held  May  5,  1818,  the  tjuestion  of  a  divisiun 
of  the  old  town  uf  Bridgewater  was  practically  settled  by  a 
vote  of  112  in  favor  to  lU  against,  nnd  at  a  meeting  held  March 
26,  1819,  the  parish  voted  to  petition  'the  next  scssiuu  uf  the 
Legialature  for  a  division  of  tho  town.'  This  petition  was  duly 
presented,  and  an  act  to  establish  the  town  of  North  Bridge- 
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w;iter  waa  puiied  June  15,  1321.  Tlie  lirat  town-meeting  after 
the  incorporation  was  held  July  4,  1S21.  Josepli  Sylvester, 
Esq.,  waa  chosen  moderator,  and  Cul.  Edward  Southwortli,  town 
elerk.  Abel  Kinguiun,  Esq.,  Howard  Cary,  Esq.,  and  Capt. 
Zaeliariah  Gurney  were  chosen  selecluieu.  One  at  least  who 
took  part  in  that  tirst  town-rucetinj;  sixty  yeara  ago,  and  a  few 
otIiLM-i  who  were  old  enough  to  be  present,  are  with  ua  to-day. 
Proud  are  we  to  welcome  them  to  this  platform,  men  whose  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  our  beloved  ttiwn  has 
ever  been  active,  and  which,  in  18SI,  is  still  unabated  !  Uut 
how  few!  Many,  so  many,  have  fallen  by  the  way  until  not  a 
score  remain.  Yet  we  know  these  hearts  thrill  with  pride  and 
gratitude  that  a  sparing  mercy  has  permitted  them  to  see  this 
day  and  allowed  theui  to  witness  these  inaugural  ceremonies. 

"  .-is  to-day  we  ])art  with  all  the=e  old  township  ;u-3ociation3 
and  assume  a  place  in  the  slsterhuotl  of  cities,  let  us  renew  from 
the  heart  the  oath  which  our  lips  have  just  uttered. 

"  Letua  retrace  our  steps  lor  a  moment  to  consider  our  growth 
in  population  which  these  yeara  have  developed.  The  fact  that 
Urid*'e\vater  waa  an  interior  settlement,  and  her  soil  not  the 
most  productive,  induced  many  families  during  the  twenty-five 
years  preceding  1764  to  emigrate  to  the  western  part  of  the 
State,  while  not  a  few  Ibuud  homes  in  the  State  of  Maine,  then 
a  part  of  ilassachusetts.  Notivithstaoding  this  emigration,  (he 
Census  of  1704  showed  a  population  of  S.'iU  ; 

that  of  ISIO,  a  population  of  l,3Jt,  a  gain  of  521 
1820, 
'•  183U, 
"  1840, 
•'  18.i0, 
"  18D0, 
"       1870,  " 

"       1880, 

'' Reference  to  these  statistics  shows  that  not  until  1840  did 
there  seem  to  be  any  unusual  growth.  Previous  to  this  date  it 
had  been  alow  and  steady,  due  doubtless  to  the  fact  that  we  were 
more  an  agricultural  tiian  a  manufacturing  people.  From  this 
point  our  progress  and  material  prosperity  has  been  more  rapid 
and  substantial. 

"Of  our  industrial  pursuits,  the  manufacture  of  boots  and 
shoes  stands  pre-eminently  at  the  head.  Commencing  in  l.SU 
with  the  tirst  shoes  mauufactured  by  Micab  Faxon,  who  was 
wont  to  t.kke  a  load  of  shoes  on  horseback  to  Boston  and  return 
with  material  for  the  manufacture  of  more,  we  find  this  indus- 
try had  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  the  census  of  1845  showed 
the  total  nuuiber  of  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes  manufactured  in 
this  town  as  being  200,187,  at  an  eslimated  value  of  $179, 710; 
those  of  1855,  761,716,  estimated  value  $724,827  ;  those  of  1865, 
1,112,766,  estimated  value,  Sl,4fl6,0U0,  while  those  for  1875 
showed  a  production  the  eslimated  value  of  whioli  waa  $5,587,- 
465.  A  comparison  of  these  statistics  shows  that  the  growth 
of  this  induatry  haa  more  than  kept  pace  with  our  increase  in 
population. 

**  A  comparison  of  the  valuation  of  the  taxable  property  in 
ISJO  (the  central  date  in  our  town's  history)  with  that  of  1S80, 
the  amount  raised  by  ta.\ation  on  the  same,  as  also  some  statis- 
tics in  relation  to  our  schools,  may  prove  interesting,  and  are 
given  herewith  : 

"  Valuation  of  taxable  property  in  1850,  $1,293,000 
"  "  "      1881,     6,876,407 

"  Amount  raised  by  tax  in  1850,  9,781.75 

"  "  "         1880,  104,885.00 

"Number  of  schools  in  1854  waa   16  with  1124  scholars. 
1881  was  48  with  2457  scholars. 
"Amount  appropriated  for  schools  in   1850,  5i2,000 
"  "  "         1880,  25,500 


1,480, 

126 

1,953, 

473 

2,094, 

141 

3,939, 

"   1845 

0,384, 

"   2445 

8,007, 

•'   1623 

13,008, 

"   1001 

"These  comparisoaa  show  that  io  material  neultU  uuil  schoul 
appropriations  we  have  aJvanceU,  quite  ;La  rajnUIy  as  iu  popu- 
lation and  manufactures. 

'*  North  Bridgewater  reviewed  would  be  incotuidctc  without 
relerenue  to  her  military  history, — the  part  she  bore  in  tlie 
strug-jlc:!  through  which  the  nation  haa  pii,-sed,  and  we  refer 
with  pride  to  those  who  in  times  of  danj^er  rallied  to  their 
country's  call,  and  in  a  measure  made  thi.s  growth  and  pro.-^- 
perity  jiosaible.  In  the  old  French  and  IrnJian  w:ir>  the  North 
Parish  furnished  her  share  of  men  and  means  for  the  defense 
of  the  settlers.  In  the  Uevolutionary  war  a  L'om[tany  of  fifty 
men,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Josiah  HayUcu,  u-as  fur- 
ni>hed  from  thi;?  part  of  old  liridgcivater,  bc-idus  uiaiiy  who 
enlisted  in  other  organizations,  for  a  detailed  account  of  wliich 
I  refer  you  lo  Kingman's  '  History  of  North  Uridgewater.'^  In 
the  war  of  the  llcbellion  we  recall  tlic  spirit  and  p;itrioti.-^ni 
wliich  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  inspired  in  the  heart.-'  uf  thu 
people,  and  how,  on  the  evening  of  April  21,  ISO  I,  in  yonder 
church  vestry,  more  than  one  hundred  lucii,  the  very  Ihnver  of 
our  then  thriving  town,  came  forward  and  unlisted  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  country.  Nor  shall  we  soon  forget  with  what  feel- 
ings wo  bade  the  comrades  of  Company  F,  Twelfth  Mas.«a- 
chusetts  Uegiment,  God-speed  on  their  way  to  the  front,  from 
which  so  few  returned;  of  Company  I,  First  Massachusetts 
Uegiment  of  Cavalry,  Capt.  Lucius  Uichmond,  a  company 
which  we  had  su  often  admired  on  parade,  then  more  admired 
because  of  their  voluntary  response  tu  the  call  of  duty;  to  the 
hundreds  of  others  who  under  other  commands  and  in  other 
tielda  did  honorable  service  for  their  country.  All  these  we 
hold  in  grateful  remembrance.  Never  again  as  a  town  can  wo 
allude  to  these  heroes  or  do  them  honor  for  their  tidelity  and 
patriotism.  And  as  to-day  we  seal  her  hiatory,  shall  we  not 
resolve  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  perpetuate  their  names  and 
fame  ? 

"  Much  might  be  said  in  a  review  of  the  ecclesia:>tical,  the 
educational,  and  the  biographical  history  of  Brockton,  but  timo 
will  not  permit.  H'itli  (he  past  passing  in  review,  shall  we  not 
thereby  be  stimulated  to  zealous  endeavors  still  to  maintain 
for  our  city  the  name  and  fame  she  has  now  as  a  town  for  her 
business  enterprise,  and  as  zealously  guard  her  educational  and 
moral  interests,  that  in  them  she  may  oxecl,  if  po.s^ible,  her  in- 
dustrial fame  ?  Before  closing  tliis  book  of  tho  past  we  desire 
to  express  our  thanks  to  the  retiring  Board  of  Selectmen  for  the 
cure  and  pains  taken  in  preparing  the  way  for  the  election  and 
organization  of  the  new  guvornment,  and  they  may  well  feel 
satisfied  that  in  this  transition  tho  work  has  been  su  smoothly 
and  correctly  accomplished. 

**  Let  us  now  consider  for  a  moment  the  duties  that  confront  us 
to-day.  As  the  forthcoming  report  uf  the  Board  uf  Selectmen 
will  present  and  cover  the  business  of  tho  past  year,  I  shall  an- 
ticipate very  little  in  that  direction,  but  shall  in  a  measure  duler 
to  their  judgment,  which  I  have  been  allowed  to  avail  myself  of. 

*' In  thu  judgment  of  your  town  officers,  as  expressed  hereto- 
fore in  their  annual  reports,  there  seems  to  be  a  necessity  tor 
increased  auoommodations  and  improved  facilities  for  the  care 
of  the  pour  at  the  almshouse.  I  therefore  call  your  attention 
to  this  subject,  believing  that  in  tho  duly  which  we  owe  to  tho 
unfortunate  poor,  sympathy  should  have  eonaideratiun  us  well 
as  economy. 

'*  Our  highways  generally  are  in  a  very  good  condition,  but 
by  reason  of  recent  changes  in  the  grade  of  Main  Street,  with 
no  suitable  material  at  band  with  which  to  reconstruct,  it  is  at 
present  iu  a  very  bad  condition,  and  will  demand  prompt  at- 

'  A  work  of  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  pages,  published  in 
1866  by  Bradford  Kingman,  Esq. 
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tcntion,  uhiub  in  my  judguteDt  can  only  be  perinuneutly  douo 
by  mueutliiuiizin;^  or  paving  ;i  portion  of  this  street.  Couaider- 
ing  the  iiiiprove»i  cuiiJition  of  tliid  our  main  thoroughfiiie,  the 
extensive*  iiuproveuient  of  Pond  Street  conteuiplutcd  by  our 
couuty  cuuiiiiinsiontirs,  tho  building  of  streets  already  laid  out, 
liberal  :i|ipropriutiun:!i  will  be  required  at  your  liand^. 

"Our  .^cho»ils  were  never,  as  a  whole,  in  a  more  satisfactory 
condition  than  at  the  present  time,  and  their  hij^li  ehanicter, 
we  believe,  has  contributed  largely  to  tiie  rapid  and  vigorous 
growth  of  our  towu.  The  amount  appropriated  in  this  depart- 
ment shows  in  what  estimation  our  ediualiunal  privileges  are 
lield,  and  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  people  that  ::up- 
port  shall  not  be  wanting  to  secure  the  best  result  attainable. 

"The  protection  wliich  the  introduction  of  water  aR'ords,  as  i 
well  as  the  comfort  and  convenience  provided  for  our  people^ 
in  its  Use  fur  domestic  and  other  purposes,  mark  this  enter- 
prise  as  a  wise  and  necessary  measure,  and  notwithstanding 
the  heavy  outlay,  the  numerou:;  applications  for  water  service 
indicate  that  it  will  soon  become  self-supporting.  Intimately 
connected  with  this  subject  is  that  of  sewerage. 

"  At  no  very  diaJant  day  the  question  of  drainage  and  sewer- 
age will  force  itself  upon  us,  and  I  would  suggest  that  immedi- 
ate steps  be  taken  to  investigate  this  matter,  that  whatever  is 
best  may  be  sought  out  and  ajjplied,  when  made  a  necessity. 

**  Our  tire  department  is  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition,  and 
is  regarded  by  our  people  with  honest  pride,  not  only  for  etli- 
cient  services  rendered,  but  for  the  manly  conduct  of  its  oHi- 
cers  and  men.  While  we  have  been  remarkably  exempt  from 
destructive  Ures  in  the  past,  no  ctl'ort  should  be  spared  to  keep 
this  depai  tment  in  its  present  etlicient  condition. 

"The  position  of  pulice  uthcer  is  one  of  great  responsibility, 
calling  fur  courage,  judgment,  sobriety,  and  honesty,  and  no 
such  force  cau  be  made  effective  unless  harmony  prevails 
among  its  members;  they  should  know  no  party,  no  friend,  no 
foo;  know  and  obey  only  the  call  of  duty  iu  the  execution  of 
all  laws,  firmly  yet  fairly  and  impartially.  As  a  force  it  is 
strong,  being  clothed  with  the  authority  of  the  lav?,  yet  weak 
and  inelhuicnt  without  tho  support  of  tho  people. 

**  Tho  position  which  our  new  city  takes  on  the  ([ucatlon  of 
license  fur  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  positive  and  plain, 
and  indicates  not  ouly  a  desire  but  a  purpose  to  curtail  this 
trallic,  which  has  been  a  discredit  to  our  people,  and  a  reproach 
upon  the  good  name  of  our  town.  I  trust,  with  this  expression 
of  the  pojmlar  will  and  with  officers  who  should  be  iu  sympathy 
with  the  execution  of  the  liquor  as  well  as  all  other  laws,  that 
jur  hrst  year's  history  as  a  city  shall  not  be  marred  by  the  cuu- 
tinuaDee  of  this  evil,  which  now  so  threatens  our  welfare. 
'•  The  bonded  debt  of  the  city,  Dec.  31,  1881,  was  as  follows  : 

"School-house  loan,  1S71 S3fi,000.0U 

Water  loan,  187S 3U,U00.0U 

Brockton  water  loan,  1S79 l:!0,Ot)0.00 

Uruukton  water  loan,  188U 6U,UU<J.l>0 


Total $236,000.00 

**0r  the  water  loan  of  1880,  about  $10,000  remains  unex- 
pended. Considering  the  demand  which  a  rapid  growth  like 
ours  makes  upon  the  treasury  for  the  construction  of  water- 
works, for  the  building  of  new  roads,  and  the  widening  and  im- 
proving of  the  old,  for  the  support  and  improvement  of  a  tire 
department,  for  the  building  of  new  school-houses,  and  the 
many  other  expensive  luxuries  which  a  city  implies,  we  ought 
to  congratulate  ourselves  that  our  burden  of  debt  ia  so  light, 
and  yet  it  ought  not  now  to  be  increased  unless  urgent  necessity 
requires. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  congratulate  you  that  our  business  interests 
have  been  prospered  the  past  year,  that  in  substantial  growth 
the  past  has  fur  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year  in  our  his- 


tory. Go  in  whatever  direction  you  will,  cosy  and  couifortubic 
dwellings  and  business  structures  are  to  bu  seen  in  process  ut' 
erection.  Many  have  thus  provided  themselves  with  homes  the 
past  year,  and  doubtless  many  more  will  tind  homes  and  etn- 
ployment  within  our  borders  during  the  year  to  come.  And 
now  that  the  horizon  of  our  city's  future  is  clearing  of  the  smuUc 
uf  tlio  recent  municipal  campaign,  do  wo  not  discover  rising  uc- 
fore  us  interests  against  which  those  of  party  weigh  us  notliing  ; 
interebts  which  are  dear  alike  to  every  citizeu  of  Ui  ockton  f  And 
does  not  the  outlook  reveal  to  you  the  necessity  lor  harmony  in 
council,  zeal  for  tho  promotion  of  whatever  is  best  calculated  tu 
secure  and  advance  the  welfare  uf  all  its  citizens,  tor  ecunoiny 
in  expenditure,  and  fidelity  to  true  business  principles  in  llie 
management  of  its  business  affairs  ?  Gentlemen  of  the  City 
Council,  to  your  hands  do  the  people  of  this  city  '  commit  this 
trust.'  " 

After  the  conclusion  of  his  address,  the  mayor,  in 
a  few  fitting  word.s,  introduced  Governor  Loni:,  who 
was  greeted  with  enthusiastic  applause,  and  .-said, — 

GOVERNOR  LONG'S   ADDRESS. 
'*  I  should  think  it  fitting  for  the  governor  of  Masaiichusctts 
to  be  present  iu  any  ease  when  a  part  of  one  of  lier  uneieut 
towns  takes  on   the  form  of  a  city.      But  to-day    I   come    not 
merely  in  an  ofhcial  capacity,  representing  the  commouwi'alth, 
but  as  an   Old  Colony  descendiint,  and  a  resident  of  Plymouth 
County,  to  witness  the  inauguration  of  tho  hrst  mayor  elected 
within  her  border?.     It  is  an  event  which,  tranr-furming  vuur 
town  into   a  city   of    15,000    inliabitants,   with   a   valuation   of 
nearly  $7,UUU,000,  marks  the  rapid  growth  and  the  centring  uf 
great  manufacturing  and  business  interests.     It  is  a  cause  at 
once  of  pride  and  of  solicitude — pride  in  the  swift  progres>  of 
which  it  is  a  uiark,  and  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  those  whum 
it  will  hereafter  concern.     A  city  is  not  a  result :   it  is  .-imply  a 
means, — the  means  by  which  the  convenience  of  its  citizens,  no 
longer  promoted  by  the  old  forms,  seeks  new  ones.     For  tho 
town-meeting,  in  which  every  voter  has  a  voice,  it  substitutes 
a  system  o(  representation,  and  removes  the  administration  of 
utVairs  one  step  further  from  tho  people.      Its  risks  aie  those  of 
less  economy,  and  the  tendency  to  let  the  public  interest  dritt  out 
uf  the  public  scrutiuy  into  the  hands  of  sellish  cunibiiiatioiis.     I 
congratulate  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  my  former  associate  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  upon  the  great  honor  of  being  the  tirA  to 
hold  the  otfice,  which  you  owe  to  your  integrity  and  high  char- 
acter, and  which  baa  just  been  so  gracefully  transferred  to  you 
by  the  chairman  of  the  retiring. board  of  selectmen  :  and  I  con- 
gratulate the  city  of  Brockton  upon  starting  with  so  excellent 
a  government  in  all  itfl  branches.     But  the  history  uf  all  cities 
warns  us  that  the  time  ia  almost  certain  to  come  in  future  years 
whcu,witb  the  attention  of  your  citizens  withdrawn  from  public 
affairs,  they  will  wake  to  Rnd  themselves  atlUcted  with  the  same 
evils  that  have  befallen  their  older  sisters.     There  will  then  be 
overturn  and  renewed  popular  interest  and  added  safeguards, 
and  all  will  of  course  be  well  again.     All  progress  and  perfect- 
ing come  from  discipline.     Meantime,  however,  let  the  lessons 
of  other  municipalities  warn  us  of  the  necessity  of  constant 
vigilance,  of  prudence  in   expenditure,  of  boKling   ulheials    to 
sharp  accountability,  and  of  sustaining  them  when  tbcy  assume 
tho  responsibility  and  du  right  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  of  fear- 
less independence  in  city  affairs,  of  electing  only  true  mt:n,  and 
of  tho  application  of  business  principles.     Then  shall  wo  have 
the   full   benefit  of    the  advantages  of   the   city   system, — tho 
growth,  the  activity,   the  generous  abundance,  the  wholesome 
amusements,  the  literary, culture,  the  schools,  the  churches,  the 
halls,  the  charities,  the  great  life  of  a  great,  well-governed,  aud 
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Kull-guvcruing  body  of  people.  Then  shall  he  be  worthy  of  the 
Uld  Colony,  worthy  of  our  ancient  Plymouth  County,  worthy  of 
its  commonwealth,  worthy  of  j;ranJ  oM  Brid^ewatcr,  a  town 
unsurpassed  in  the  worth  of  its  stock  of  men,  in  the  character 
of  iU  people,  in  the  contributions  it  has  made  to  every  depart- 
ment of  tho  intelligent  progress  of  Massachusetts.  In  this 
hope,  and  with  the  moat  cordial  interest  in  this  occasion,  and  in 
the  opening  future  of  the  new  city  of  Brockton,  I  bring  to  it 
and  to  you  and  its  citizens,  for  the  commonwealth  and  myself,  a 
happy  New  Year,  and  many  a  happy  New  Year  following  this." 

The  mayor  then  introduced  Bradford  Kingman, 
Esq.,  the  historian,  who  had  prepared  an  elaborate 
account  of  the  town  from  its  first  settlement,  contain- 
ing much  new  and  interesting  material  concerning  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  tiie  old  town  of  Bridgewater, 
showing  its  relations  to  the  "  Old  Colony  of  Plymouth," 
but  owing  to  sudden  illness  was  unable  to  proceed  with 
his  address. 

Hon.  Matthew  H.  Gushing,  of  Middleboro',  mem- 
ber of  tho  Executive  Council,  was  introduced,  and 
made  an  extremely  happy  and  pleasant  speech.  He 
said  he  took  great  pleasure  in  being  present  at  the 
first  inauguration  ceremonies  of  the  oldest  city  in 
Plymouth  County,  though  tho  youngest  in  the  com- 
monwealth, and  he  extended  the  heartiest  congratu- 
lations of  himself  and  his  town.  He  was  glad  the 
town  had  not  hastened  to  put  off  the  childish  gar- 
ments of  town  government  and  assume  the  dignities 
of  a  city.  He  loved  the  old  town-meeting,  which 
had  fitly  been  termed  the  poor  man's  congress,  in 
which  he  could  vote  as  liberal  a  supply  for  the  educa- 
tion of  his  children  as  the  man  who  pays  the  largest 
taxes.  He  was  glad  the  town  had  allowed  itself  to 
develop  till  it  had  grown  too  populous  for  tho  town 
system,  and  was  obliged  to  take  on  the  larger  form  of 
government.  He  compared  Brockton  with  Southern 
towns,  where  abundant  water  privileges  wore  running 
to  waste,  while  in  Brockton  the  people  not  only  used 
all  their  water,  but  most  of  it  to  make  steam,  and  he 
believed  their  water  board  had  urged  them  not  to  use 
too  much  of  it  as  a  beverage  I  This,  however,  he 
understood  to  be  a  matter  of  economy.  He  com- 
pared the  growth  of  Brockton  with  that  of  IMiddle- 
boro',  and  repeated  that  Middleboro'  sends  to  Brock- 
ton her  kindliest  greetings. 

The  baud  played  a  lively  galop,  and  before  it  was 
finished  Congressman  Harris  came  in,  ami  was  greeted 
with  applause.  As  soon  as  the  music  was  ended, 
Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Harris,  member  of  Congress,  was 
then  introduced  by  Mayor  Keith,  and  said  he  had 
not  come  to  make  a  speech,  and  if  he  had  he  couldn't 
very  well,  as  he  had  just  driven  over  in  tho  cold  from  I 
East  Bridgewater,  and  had  not  fully  thawed  out.  He 
congratulated  the  new  city  on  her  present  prosperity  ' 


and  future  prospects,  and  said  that  she  had  a  right  to 
be  proud,  but  we  on  the  borders  must  not  be  ignored. 
We  were  a  part  of  the  same  ancient  Bridgewater. 
Only  as  long  ago  as  1700  Brockton  had  not  an 
inhabitant  in  her  territory.  She  settled  her  first 
minister  in  1780,  over  a  congregation  of  twenty-five 
members.  He  did  not  want  to  imply  that  Brockton 
was  not  entitled  to  honor,  but  to  show  that  while  be- 
hind at  the  start,  she  was  ahead  of  all  her  sister  towns 
at  the  present  time.  All  are  proud  of  it.  lie  al- 
luded to  the  slow  increase  of  population  up  tu  ISGU, 
and  showed  bow  it  had  increased  with  rajiid  strides, 
till  in  1880  it  had  reached  thirteen  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eight,  and  was  now  God  knows  how 
many.  It  was  like  a  city  rising  out  of  the  dust,  and 
few  towns  even  in  the  West  have  had  an  equal 
growth  in  ten  years.  He  begged  the  citizens  of 
Brockton  in  their  just  pride  not  to  forget  those  who 
are  of  kin  and  participate  in  the  benefits  of  their 
progress.  He  told  them  that,  having  thrown  off  the 
form  by  which  every  individual  participated  in  the 
government,  they  had  reached  a  point  where  they 
could  exercise  a  power  and  control  over  municipal 
affairs  no  less  important,  and  even  more  responsible. 
He  referred  to  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  and  said 
tiiore  were  a  thousand  municipalities  rising  as  great 
and  happy  as  Brockton  in  the  general  prospi.rity. 
Tlie  country  was  at  peace,  and  had  no  army,  no  navy, 
— 1/  we  need  one.  He  had  a  notion  that  when  wo 
put  the  navy  on  wheels  we  should  bring  it  to  Brock- 
ton, where  everything  on  wheels  goes  well.  He  con- 
tinued for  some  time,  finally  exhorting  the  people  to 
be  always  what  they  are  to-day, — happy,  rich,  pros- 
perous ;  lie  knew  that  they  would  be  distinguished 
for  education,  refinement,  and  intelligence,  and  that 
they  would  continue  in  the  future  as  they  have  been 
in  the  past,  a  law-abiding,  country-loving  people. 

The  mayor  then  announced  that  the  invited  guests 
would  be  served  to  a  collation  in  the  theatre  building 
at  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  large  audience  dispersed  to 
music  by  the  band.  The  collation,  which  was  served 
up  in  McLeod's  best  style,  was  partaken  of  by  about 
sixty  of  the  invited  guests,  including  Congressman 
Harris  and  others,  and  was  an  extremely  enjoyable 
affair. 

ACT  TO   ESTABLISH  THE  CITY  OF  BIIOCKTON. 
Be  it  unacted,  it'c,  an  /oUowv  : 

Stjcr.  1.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brockton  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate  under  the  name  uf  the 
City  of  Brockton,  and  as  such  shall  have,  cxerci-e,  and  enjoy 
all  the  rights,  immunities,  powers,  and  ]>rivilege3,  and  ;hall  he 
subject  to  all  the  duties  and  obligations,  now  incutiibent  u[>on 
and  pertaining  to  the  said  town  us  a  munici[)at  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  The  administration  of  all  the  tiscal,  prudential,  and 
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municipal  affairs  uf  tho  suid  city,  with  the  guverninunC  tliereof, 
sb:ill  be  ve:*tcJ  in  one  otticer,  stylefi  the  mayor,  odo  council  of 
seven  tu  be  called  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  one  eouneil  of 
twenly-oue  tu  be  called  the  commoti  euuncil,  wiiicli  boards,  in 
their  joint  capacity,  ^hail  be  denouiiuated  the  city  council ;  and 
thr  rueuibera  thereof  shall  be  sworn  tu  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  ^e^pective  dutie.->.  A  majority  of  each  board  shall  eoo- 
stitute  a  i[uoruui  for  the  transaction  uf  business,  iind  no  meiii- 
berof  either  board  shall  receive  any  coiniiensation  for  bis  services. 
Sllt.  ^.  The  elecliou  of  city  and  ward  otficers  shall  take  place 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday*  of  December  of  each 
year;  and  the  municipal  year  shall  begin  on  the  first  Monilay 
of  January  followinjj. 

S£rT.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  selectmen  of  said  town, 
a^  .^uou  aj-  may  be  after  the  passage  of  tliis  aut  and  its  accept- 
ance as  herein  provided,  to  divide  said  town  into  seven  wards, 
=iO  tlmt  tliey  shall  coutiiin,  as  nearly  as  may  be  consi>tent  with 
well  deli  tied  limits  to  each  ward,  an  equal  number  uf  voters  in 
each  want,  which  division  may  be  revised  by  the  city  council 
within  four  years  from  the  passage  hereof.  The  city  council 
ma}',  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  and  in  every 
fifth  3'ear  thereafter,  make  a  new  division  of  said  wards,  so  that 
they  sliall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be  consistent  with  well  de- 
fined limits  to  each  ward,  nn  equal  number  of  voters  in  each 
ward,  according  tu  the  ccnsu?  tu  be  taken  in  the  months  of  May 
or  June  in  said  years. 

Sklt.  it.  On  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember, annually,  there  shall  bo  elected  by  ballot,  in  cacii  of 
said  wards,  a  warden,  clerk,  and  three  inspectors  of  elections, 
who  shall  be  ditVercnt  persons,  residents  in  the  ward,  who  shall 
hold  their  othccs  one  year,  and  until  others  are  ehu^cn  and  quali- 
fied in  their  stead.  Said  wardens  shall  preside  at  all  ward 
meetiugs  with  the  power  of  moderators  in  town  meetings,  and 
if  at  any  meeting  the  warden  ia  not  present  the  cleric  shall  pre- 
side until  a  warden  pi-Q  Uvipure  is  elected  by  ballot;  if  both 
the  warden  and  clerk  are  absent,  tlio  senior  in  age  of  the  in- 
spectors present  shall  preside  until  a  warden  jno  tempore  \i 
elected;  and  if  all  said  otficcrs  are  absent  any  legal  voter  in 
said  ward  may  preside  until  a  warden  pi-u  tttupore  is  elected. 
AVhen  any  ward  otlicer  is  absent,  or  neglects  to  perform  his  duty, 
his  ortice  shall  be  filled  pro  ttmpore.  The  clerk  shall  record  all 
the  proceedings  and  certify  the  votes,  and  deliver  to  his  succes- 
sor in  ollice  all  such  records  and  journals,  together  with  all  other 
documents  and  papers  held  by  him  in  his  said  capacity.  The 
inspectors  shall  assist  tho  warden  in  receiving,  assorting,  and 
counting  the  votes.  All  said  otlicers  shall  be  sworn  to  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duties;  said  oath  to  be  admiuidtered  by 
the  clerk  tu  the  warden,  and  by  the  wardeu  to  the  clerk,  and  to 
the  inspectors,  ur  tu  cither  of  said  oflQcers  by  uny  justice  uf  the 
peace:  a  certificate  of  such  oath  shall  bo  made  by  the  clerk 
upon  the  ward  records.  All  warrants  for  meetings  of  the  citi- 
zens for  muoicipal  purposes  shall  be  issued  by  tho  mayor  and 
aldermen,  and  shall  be  in  such  form,  and  served  and  returned 
in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  the  city  council  shall  di- 
rect. The  compensation  of  the  ward  othcers  shall  be  fixed  by 
concurrent  vote  of  the  city  council. 

Sk(.t.  li.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  are  authorized,  when  no 
convenient  ward  room  fur  holding  ward  meetings  of  the  citizens 
uf  either  uf  the  wards  uf  the  city  can  bo  had  within  the  terri- 
turial  limits  of  such  ward,  to  appuint  and  direct,  in  the  warrants 
for  calling  the  ward  meetings  uf  such  wards,  the  said  meetings 
to  bo  held  ill  sume  convenient  and  proximate  place  within  the 
limits  of  any  other  of  the  wards  of  said  city  ;  and  for  such  pur- 
poses the  place  so  assigned  for  the  meeting  of  such  ward  shall 
bo  deeiutrd  and  taken  to  be  included  id  and  part  of  said  ward, 
as  though  the  some  was  within  the  territorial  limits  thereof. 
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Sklt.  7.  The  mayor  shall  be  elected  by  and  from  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  city  at  large,  voting  in  their  respective  wanU,  and 
shall  huld  his  othce  for  the  municipal  year  next  following  his 
election,  and  until  another  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  in  his 
place. 

Skct.  8.  One  alderman  and  three  common  councilmen  shall 
be  elected  by  and  from  the  voters  of  each  ward,  and  shall  at  the 
time  of  their  election  bo  residents  of  the  wards  respecti\ely  in 
which  they  are  elected;  they  shall  hold  their  othees  fur  the 
municipal  year  next  following  their  election,  and  until  a  ma- 
jority of  the  new  board  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  in  their 
places. 

Sect.  9,  On  tho  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember, annually,  the  qualified  voters  in  the  several  wards  shall 
give  in  their  votes  by  ballot  for  mayor,  aldermen  and  common 
councilmen,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
all  the  votes  so  given  shall  be  assorted,  counted,  declared  and 
recorded  in  open  ward  meeting,  by  c&using  tho  nauies  uf  per- 
S'lns  voted  fur,  and  the  number  given  for  each,  to  be  written 
in  the  ward  record  at  length.  The  clerk  of  tho  ward,  within 
twenty-four  hours  thereafter,  shall  deliver  to  the  persons  elected 
members  of  tho  common  council  certificates  of  their  election, 
respectively,  signed  by  the  warden  jind  clerk  and  a  majority 
of  the  inspectors  of  elections,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  city  clerk 
a  copy  of  the  record  of  such  elections,  certified  in  like  manner  : 
pioc'uled,  however^  that  if  the  choice  of  members  of  tho  commun 
council  shall  not  bo  elfoeted  on  that  day  in  any  ward,  the  meet- 
ing  in  such  a  ward  may  be  adjourned  frum  time  to  time  tu  cum- 
plctc  such  election.  The  board  of  aldermen  shall  within  ten 
days  thereafter  examine  the  copies  of  the  records  of  the  several 
wards  certified  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  cause  the  jicrson  who 
shall  have  been  elected  mayor  to  be  notified  in  writing  uf  his 
election ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  there  is  no  choice,  or  if  the 
person  elected  shall  refuse  to  accopt  the  office,  tho  board  shall 
issue  warrants  for  a  new  election,  and  the  same  proceedings 
shall  be  had  in  all  respects  as  are  herein  before  provided  for 
the  election  of  mayor,  and  from  time  to  time  shall  be  repeated 
until  a  mayor  shall  be  elected  and  shall  accept  said  otlice.  In 
ease  of  the  decease,  resignation  or  absence  uf  the  mayor,  or  of 
his  inability  to  perform  the  duties  uf  his  office,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  council,  respect- 
ively, by  vote,  to  declare  that  a  vacancy  exists,  and  the  cause 
thereof;  and  thereupon  the  two  boards  shall  meet  in  cunveu- 
tiun  and  elect  a  ruayor  to  fill  such  vacancy ;  and  the  mayor  thus 
elected  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  inability  causing  auch 
vacancy  shall  be  removed,  or  until  a  new  election.  Each  alder- 
man shall  be  notified  in  writing  of  his  eleetiun  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  for  the  time  being.  The  oath  prescribed  by  this 
act  shall  be  administered  to  the  mayor  by  the  city  clerk,  or  by 
any  justice  of  the  peace.  The  aldermen  and  coniuion  council- 
men  elect  shall  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  meet  in  convention,  when  the  oath  rcc|uirerl 
by  this  act  shall  be  administered  to  the  members  uf  the  two 
boards  present,  by  the  mayor,  or  by  any  justice  of  tho  peace, 
and  the  certificate  of  such  oath  having  been  taken  ^hall  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  and  of  the  com- 
mon council  by  their  respective  clerks.  And  whenever  it  shall 
appear  that  a  mayor  has  not  been  elected  previous  tu  the  first 
Munday  uf  January  aforesaid,  tho  nmyor  and  aldermen  for  the 
time  being  shall  make  a  record  of  that  fact,  an  attested  copy  of 
which  the  city  clerk  shall  read  at  the  opening  of  tlie  conven- 
tion to  be  held  as  aforesaid.  After  the  oatli  h;LS  been  aduiinis- 
tered  as  aforesaid,  the  two  boards  shall  separate,  and  the  com- 
mon council  shall  be  organized  by  the  choice  of  a  president  and 
clerk,  to  hold  their  otficea  respectively  during  the  pleasure  uf 
the  common  council,  the  clerk  to  be  under  oath  faithfully  to 
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perform  the  duties  of  lii^j  said  ulBce,  und  his  cuiu{>eii::atiun  shall 
be  lixed  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  city  council.  lu  case  of  the 
al^sence  of  the  uiuyor  elect  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  or 
if  the  mayor  shall  not  then  have  been  elected,  the  city  council 
shall  ori^anize  itself  in  the  inannei-  heieiu  before  provided,  and 
may  proceed  to  business  in  the  ?aine  manner,  as  if  tho  mayor 
wo^i  present;  and  the  oath  of  oUice  may,  at  any  time  thereafter, 
in  convention  of  the  twu  boards,  be  admini^^tered  tu  the  mayor 
and  any  member  of  the  city  council  who  nmy  have  been  absent 
at  the  organization.  The  board  of  aldermen  umy  choose  a 
president  who  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board  and  in 
joint  convention  of  the  city  council  in  tho  absence  of  the  mayor. 
Each  board  shall  keep  a  record  of  its  proceedings  and  judge  of 
tlie  election  of  its  own  members ;  and  in  case  of  failure  of  elec- 
tion, or  in  ea?o  of  vacancy  declared  by  either  board,  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  shall  issue  their  warrant  for  a  new  election. 

Sect.  10.  The  mayor  shall  be  thechief  executive  officer  of  the 
city.  He  shall  eoforce  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  city,  and 
have  a  general  supervision  of  all  the  subordinate  officers.  And 
lie  may,  whenever  in  his  opinion  the  public  good  may  require, 
remove,  with  the  consent  of  the  appointing  power,  except  as 
provided  in  section  twelve,  any  officer  over  whose  appointment 
lie  has,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  charter,  exer- 
cised the  puwer  uf  nomination.  Tie  may  call  special  meetings 
of  the  boards  of  aldermen  and  coiumon  council,  or  either  of 
them,  when  in  his  opinion  the  intere^ts  of  tlie  city  require  it, 
by  causing  notice  to  be  left  at  the  usual  place  of  residence  of 
each  member  of  the  board  or  boards  to  be  convened.  ILc  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  commuDicate  to  both  boards  such  informa- 
tiuu  and  recommend  such  measures  as  tho  business  and  inter- 
ests of  the  city  may  io  his  opinion  require.  He  shall  preside 
in  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  in  convention  of  the  two  boards. 
His  salary  for  the  ftrst  live  years,  under  this  charter,  slitill  be 
fixed  by  the  city  council,  but  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum.  Afterwards  it  shall  be  lixcd  by 
the  concurrent  vote  of  the  city  council.  It  shall  be  ])ayable  at 
stated  periods,  but  shall  not  at  any  time  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished during  the  year  for  which  he  is  chosen.  He  shall  receive 
uo  other  compen:fation. 

Sect.  11.  Every  ordinance,  order,  resolution  or  vote  to  which 
the  concurrence  uf  tho  board  of  iildermcn  and  of  tho  common 
council  may  bo  necessary,  except  on  a  question  of  a  convention 
of  tho  two  braoehes  or  the  election  of  an  officer,  and  every  order 
of  cither  branch  of  tho  city  council  involving  tho  expenditure 
of  money,  thall  be  presented  to  the  mayor.  If  he  approves 
thereof  he  shall  signify  his  approval  by  signing  the  same ;  but 
if  he  does  not  approve  thereof,  he  shall  return  tho  ordinance, 
order,  resolution  or  vote,  with  his  objections  in  writing,  to  the 
branch  of  the  city  council  in  which  it  originated.  Such  branch 
shall  enter  the  objcctious  of  tho  mayor  at  large  on  its  records, 
and  proceed  to  reconsider  said  ordinance,  order,  resolution  or 
vote;  and  if,  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  uf  that 
brunch,  present  and  voting,  notwithstanding  such  objections, 
agree  to  pasa  such  ordimince,  order,  resolution  or  vote,  it  shall, 
together  with  the  objections  of  the  mayor,  be  sent  tu  the  other 
branch  of  the  city  council,  if  it  originally  rt-quircd  concurrent 
action,  where  it  shall  also  be  reconsidered  ;  and  if  approved  by 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present  ami  voting,  it  shall  bo  in 
force;  but  iu  ail  caaes  the  vote  >hall  be  determined  by  yeas  and 
nays;  and  if  such  ordinance,  order,  resolution  or  vote  is  not  re- 
turned by  the  mayor  within  ten  days  after  it  lias  been  pre- 
sented to  him,  the  same  shall  be  in  force. 

Sect.  12.  The  executive  power  of  said  city  generally  and  the 
administration,  with  all  the  powers  heretofore  vested  in  the 
selectmen  of  Brockton,  shall  be  vested  in  and  may  be  exercised 
by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  us  fully  as  if  the  same  were  herein 


specially  enumerated.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  sliall  have 
full  and  exclusive  power  to  iippoint  a  cunstable  ur  constables, 
and  a  city  marshal  and  assistantd,  with  the  powers  and  duties 
of  constables,  and  all  other  police  uHiceis,  any  of  whom  the 
mayor  may  remove,  and  fill  the  vueancy  or  vucaiicies  so  mado, 
by  appointment ;  but  at  the  next  meeting  of  tiie  board  of  aldei  - 
men  he  shall  nominate  as  provided  in  ibis  act.  And  tlie  Uiayor 
and  aldermen  may  require  any  pcrsun,  wbii  may  be  appointed 
marbhal  or  constable  of  the  city,  to  give  bonda  fur  the  faitht'ul 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  olHce.  with  such  security  auvl  to 
such  amount  as  they  may  deem  reasonable  and  pioper,  upon 
which  bonds  the  like  proceedings  and  remedies  may  ho  had  us 
are  by  law  provided  in  ease  of  cuiistublcs*  bonds,  taken  hy  the 
selectmen  of  towns.  The  compen?a[Iun  of  the  pulicc  aud  other 
dubordiuatc  officers  shall  be  fixed  by  concurrent  vote  y>i'  liie  city 
council. 

Sect.  13.  In  all  cases  in  which  appointments  are  directed  to 
be  mado  by  the  mayor  or  aldermen,  the  mayor  shult  have  tho 
exclusive  power  of  nomioutiun,  being  subject  huwevei  tu  con- 
firmation or  rejection  by  the  board  uf  aldermen  ;  but  if  a  per- 
son so  nominated  shall  be  rejected,  the  mayor  >hall  make  :in- 
otber  Domination  within  one  mouth  from  the  time  of  such 
rejection.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  by  appointment  or  elec- 
tion to  any  ofiico  uf  emolument  the  salary  of  which  i.-:  payable 
out  of  the  city  treasury,  who,  at  the  lime  of  such  appuiniment 
or  election,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldernit-n  or  of 
the  common  council.  All  sittings  of  the  mayur  and  aldermen, 
of  the  common  council  and  of  the  city  council,  shall  be  puldic 
when  thoy  are  not  engaged  in  executive  busiue.-s. 

Sect.  14.  The  city  council  shall  annually,  as  soun  after  their 
organization  as  may  be  convenient,  elect  by  joint  ballot,  in  con- 
vention, a  city  clerk,  treasurer,  collector  of  taxe«,  <inc  or  more 
superintendents  of  streets,  city  solicitor,  city  pbyaician,  and  city 
auditor,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  respectively  for  the  term  uf 
one  year,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  ehoscn  and  {|uali- 
tied;  provided,  hoicever,  that  either  of  the  ollicers  named  in 
this  section  may  be  removed  at  any  time  by  the  city  council  for 
sutheient  cause.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  above  named  uHi- 
ecs  may  be  filled  by  joint  ballot. of  the  city  council  at  any  time. 
Tho  compensation  of  the  olficers  iiientiunoii  in  tliis  -cction  <Ua\\ 
be  fixed  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  city  council. 

Sect,  15.  The  city  clork  shall  be  sworn  to  thr  faitlifnl  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  shall  liavc  charge  uf  all 
journals,  records,  papers,  and  documents  of  the  cily,  sign  ;it[ 
warrants  issued  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  do  su<-li  other 
acts  in  his  said  capacity  as  the  city  council  may  hiwfully  and 
reasonably  require  of  him;  and  shall  deliver  all  journals,  rec- 
ords, pajiers  aud  documents,  and  other  things  intrusted  to  him 
as  city  clerk,  to  his  successor  in  office.  He  shull  al.-o  perform 
all  the  duties  and  exercise  all  the  powers  by  law  incutnbenl 
upon  or  vested  in  clerks  of  towns  uf  this  Comniunwealtli.  He 
shall  be  clerk  of  the  board  of  aldermen ;  shall  attend  saiil  bo.ud 
when  the  same  is  in  session,  and  keep  a  journal  of  its  act^,  vote.-', 
and  proceedings;  also  of  the  city  council  when  in  cunvcutiuii. 
He  shall  engross  all  the  ordinances  jiassed  by  the  ciLy  cuiiiuil 
in  a  biiok  ])rovided  for  that  purpooe,  aud  shall  luUi  prujtcr  in- 
dexes, which  book  shall  be  deemed  a  public  record  of  such  ordi- 
nances;  and  he  shall  perform  such  other  duties  a.-i  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  board  of  aldermen.  In  case  of  the  temporary 
absence  of  the  city  clerk,  the  mayor,  by  and  with  the  :idvicc 
and  consent  of  tho  board  of  aldermen,  may  njqioiut  a  tlerk  y/o 
tempore,  who  shall  be  duly  quulilied. 

Sect.  16.  The  board  of  overseers  of  the  poor  in  the  city  of 
Brockton  shall  consist  of  tliree  members,  residents  of  the  city, 
and  of  the  mayor  and  city  marshal  who  shall  be  tx  uyiciu  mem- 
bers of  the  board.     The  mayor  shall   be  t.i  ''Jjicii*  chaiiman  uf 
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the  buui'J.  The  city  council  ahall  elect  by  j</iDt  ballot,  in  cod- 
venlion,  as  soon  after  their  ori^anization  as  may  be  convenient, 
three  persons  lo  be  members  of  the  board  of  overseers  of  the 
poor,  one  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  auJ  one  for  three 
ycar:>;  anU  thereafter  the  city  council  shall  annually,  as  ::oou 
after  their  organization  as  may  be  convenient,  elect  in  the  same 
muunrr  one  [terson  to  boM  utlice  for  the  term  of  tliree  yeard. 
But  no  uiure  than  one  nf  the  three  members  so  to  bo  elected, 
shall  be  uligibte  from  any  one  ward  of  said  city.  Vacancies  oc- 
currinj;  in  the  board  may  be  Ulled  by  joint  ballot  of  the  city 
cuuucil  at  any  time,  the  members  so  elected  to  hold  otfice  only 
for  the  unexpired  teiiu  of  the  member  who  has  ceased  to  hold 
olliee.  The  city  council  may  at  any  time  remove  members  uf 
said  board  from  otlicu  for  cause.  The  board  shall  bo  organized 
annually  on  the  third  Monday  in  January.  The  compensation 
of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  shall  be  fixed  by  concurrent  vote  of 
the  city  council. 

Skcf.  17.  The  uity  council  elected  in  December,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-one,  shall,  as  soon  after  their  or- 
ganizutioD  as  may  be  convenient,  elect  by  joint  ballot  in  con- 
vention threo  persons  to  be  assessors  of  tuxes,  onu  for  three 
years,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  one  year  ;  and  thereafter 
the  city  council  shall  annually,  aa  soon  after  their  organization 
OS  may  be  convenient,  elect  in  the  same  manner  one  purson  who 
shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  three  years  next  ensuing,  ami 
until  another  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  in  bis  stead.  The 
persons  no  elected  shall  constitute  the  hoard  of  assessors,  and 
shall  exercise  the  powers  and  be  subject  to  the  liabilities  and 
duties  of  as:»t.'Ssors  in  towns.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  board 
may  be  filled  by  joint  ballot  of  the  city  council  at  any  time,  the 
members  so  elected  to  hold  office  only  for  the  unexpired  term 
of  the  member  who  bad  ceased  to  hold  office.  All  taxes  shall 
be  assessed,  ap])ortioned,  and  collected  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  general  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  :  provided, 
however,  that  the  city  counoil  may  establish  further  or  addi- 
tional provisions  for  the  collection  thereof.  The  compensation 
of  the  assessors  shall  bo  fixed  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  city 
council. 

Selt.  is.  The  qualified  voters  of  each  ward,  at  their  respect- 
ive annual  ward  meetings  for  the  choice  of  officers,  shall  elect  by 
ballot  one  person  in  each  ward,  who  shall  be  a  resident  of  said 
ward,  to  be  an  assistant  assessor;  and  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the 
persons  so  chosen  to  furnish  the  assessors  with  all  necessary  in- 
foimation  relative  to  persons  and  property  taxable  in  their  re- 
spective wards  ;  and  they  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duty.  Their  compensation  shall  bo  fixed  by  con- 
current vote  of  the  city  council. 

SEtT.  19.  The  city  council  elected  in  December  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one,  shall,  as  soon  after 
their  organization  as  may  bo  convenient,  elect  by  joint  ballot 
in  convention  three  persons  to  act  as  water  commissioners,  one 
for  three  years,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  one  year;  and 
thereafter  the  city  council  shall  annually,  as  soon  after  their  or- 
ganization as  may  be  convenient,  elect  in  the  same  manner  one 
person  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  three  years  next 
<:n:suing,  and  until  another  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  in  his 
stead.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  commission  may  bo  filled  by 
joint  ballot  of  the  city  council  at  any  time.  The  city  council 
may  at  any  time  remove  any  member  of  said  commission  from 
oflico  for  cause.  The  compensation  of  the  water  commissioners 
shall  be  tixed  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  city  council. 

Sect.  20.  The  city  council  may  establish  a  tire  department 
for  said  city,  to  consist  of  a  chief  engineer,  and  of  us  many  as- 
sistant engineers,  eugine-men,  hose-men,  hook-and-Iadder-men 
and  assi.'^tants,  as  the  city  council  by  ordinance  shall  from  time  to 
time  prescribe  ;  and  said  council  shall  have  authority  to  fix  the 


lime  of  their  appointment  and  the  term  of  their  service,  to  define 
their  office  and  duties,  and  in  general  to  make  :uch  regulations 
concerning  the  i)ay,  conduct,  and  government  of  such  depart- 
ment, the  management  of  fires,  and  the  conduce  of  persons  at- 
tending fires,  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  and  may  fix  such 
penalties  fur  any  violation  of  such  regulations,  or  any  of  them, 
as  are  provided  for  the  breach  of  the  ordinances  of  said  city. 
The  appointment  of  all  the  officers  and  members  of  audi  def>art- 
ment  shall  be  vested  in  the  mayor  and  aldermen  exclusively, 
who  shall  also  have  authority  to  remove  from  ofiice  any  officer 
or  member,  for  cause,  in  their  discretion.  The  engineers  soap- 
pointed  shall  be  the  fire  wards  of  the  city,  but  the  mayor  and  ul- 
deiinen  may  appoint  additional  fire  ward-.  The  compensaLiuQ 
of  the  department  shall  be  fixed  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  city 
council. 

Sect.  21.  The  city  council  shall,  in  such  manner  as  tliey  shall 
determine,  elect  or  appoint  all  other  subordinate  officers,  fur 
whose  election  or  appointment  other  provisions  are  not  herein 
made,  define  their  duties  and  fix  their  compensation. 

.Sect.  22.  The  qualified  voters  of  the  city,  voting  in  their  re- 
spective wards,  shall  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday 
of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  elect  by  ballot,  nine  persons  to  be  members  of  the 
school  committee,  three  to  be  chosen  for  three  years,  three  lor 
two  years,  and  three  for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  ; 
and  thereafter  ttiree  persons  shall  be  chosen  at  eacfi  annual 
meeting,  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  first  Mondiiy  of 
January  ne.\t  ensuing,  and  the  persons  so  chosen  shall,  with 
the  mayor,  constitute  the  school  committee,  and  have  the  care 
and  superintendence  of  the  public  schools.  The  mnyor  shall  be 
tx  oj/icio  chairman  of  the  board,  aud  all  the  rights  and  obliga- 
tions of  the  town  of  Brockton  in  relation  to  the  grant  and  ap- 
propriation of  money  to  the  sujiport  of  the  scliouls,  and  the 
special  powers  and  authority  heretofore  conferred  by  law  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of 
schools  therein,  shall  bo  merged  in  the  powers  and  obligations 
of  the  city,  to  be  e.xcrcised  in  the  same  manner  lis  over  other 
subjects  of  taxation  ;  and  all  grants  and  appropriations  of  money 
for  the  support  of  schools,  and  the  erection  aud  repair  of  school- 
houses  in  said  city,  shall  he  made  by  the  city  council  in  the 
same  manner  as  grants  and  appropriations  are  made  for  other 
city  purposes.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  board  may  be  filled 
by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  city  council  and  school  coiiimittue,  in 
convention,  the  members  so  chosen  to  hold  ofiice  only  for  the 
remainder  of  the  municipal  year. 

Sect.  2.1.  Should  there  fail  to  be  a  choice  of  members  of  the 
school  committee  or  u:)si8t&nt  assessors  on  the  day  of  the  annual 
ward  meeting,  the  meeting  shall  be  adjourned  from  time  to 
time  until  the  election  shall  be  completed. 

Skct.  24.  All  city  and  ward  officers  shall  be  held  to  discharge 
the  duties  uf  tho  offices  to  which  they  have  been  respectively 
elected,  notwithstanding  their  removal  after  their  election  out  uf 
their  respective  wards  into  any  other  wards  of  tlie  city  ;  but  :i 
permanent  residence  out  of  the  city  shall  cause  a  vucaucy  to 
exist  in  the  offices  to  which  they  were  elected. 

Sect.  23.  The  city  council  shall  take  care  that  no  money  :^hall 
be  paid  from  the  treasury  unless  granted  or  appropriated,  anti 
shall  secure  a  just  and  proper  accountability  by  requiring  bondf, 
with  sulUcieut  penalties  and  sureties,  from  all  persons  intrnstdl 
with  the  receipt,  custody,  or  disbursement  of  money.  They 
shall  have  the  care  and  superintendence  of  the  city  buildings 
aud  the  custody  and  management  of  all  city  property,  with 
power  to  let  or  to  sell  what  may  legally  be  let  or  sold,  and  to  pur- 
chase property,  real  or  personal,  in  tho  name  and  for  the  use  of 
the  city,  whenever  its  interests  or  convenience  may,  in  their 
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jut-lj^ment,  require  it.  And  tliey  shall,  ns  often  aa  once  a.  year, 
cause  to  be  published,  lor  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  a  particular 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  and  a  schedule  of  city 
property  ancl  of  the  city  debts. 

Selt.  26.  The  city  council  shall  have  the  same  powers  in  rela- 
tion tu  the  laying  out,  acceptance,  altering,  or  discontinuing  of 
streets  and  ways,  und  the  aascsiuient  of  damages,  wliicb  select- 
men and  inhabitants  of  towns  now  have  by  law,  all  [letitions 
and  ([ucitions  relating  to  the  bame,  however,  being  tirdt  acted 
on  by  the  mayor  r.nd  aldermen.  Any  person  aggrieved  by  any 
proceedings  of  the  mayor  :ind  aldermen,  or  of  the  city  council, 
under  this  provision,  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  )>rivilegc3 
now  allowed  in  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  selectmen  or  the 
inhiibitants  of  towua.  No  street  or  way  shall  lieieafter  be 
opened  lu  the  city  of  Brockton  over  any  private  land  by  the 
owners  thereof,  and  dedicated  to  and  permitted  to  be  used  by 
the  public,  of  a  less  width  than  forty  feet,  except  with  tiie  con- 
sent of  said  mayor  and  aldermen  in  writing,  first  had  and  ob- 
tained for  that  purpose. 

Skct.  27.  The  city  council  may  make  ordinances,  with  suit- 
able penalties,  for  the  inspection  and  survey,  measurement  iind 
sale  of  lumber,  wood,  bay,  coal,  and  bark,  brouglit  into  or  ex- 
posed in  the  city  for  sale,  and  sliall  have  the  same  powers  as 
the  town  had  in  reference  to  the  suspeusion  of  the  laws  for  the 
protection  and  preservation  of  useful  birds,  and  of  all  other  j 
laws,  the  operation  or  suspension  of  which  is  subject  to  tiie 
action  of  the  towns  thereon.  The  city  council  may  also  make 
all  -Mieb  salutary  and  needful  by-laws  as  towns,  by  the  laws  of 
this  Commonweatth,  have  power  to  make  and  establisli,  and  to 
annex  penalties,  not  exceeding  twenty  doUais,  for  the  breach  | 
thereof,  which  by-laws  shall  tuke  etfeet  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  time  therein  res[)eetively  limited:  protidcil,  /luwtvtr, 
that  all  laws  and  reguhitions  in  force  in  the  town  of  Brockton 
shall,  until  they  expire  by  their  own  limitation,  or  are  revised 
or  re]»ealcd  by  the  city  council,  remain  in  force,  and  all  fiucs 
and  forfeitures  for  the  breach  of  any  by-law  or  ordinance  shall 
be  paid  into  the  city  treasury. 

St;cT.  2S.  All  elections  of  n:UioniiI,  state,  county,  and  district 
officers,  who  are  voted  for  by  the  jtcople,  shall  be  held  at  meet- 
ings of  the  citi/.ens  i|ualilied  to  vote  ut  such  elections,  in  tlieir 
rpypuutivc  wards,  at  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  these  elections 
respectively. 

Skct.  '2'J.  Fifteen  days  prior  to  every  election,  the  mayor  and 
aldeiineu  shall  make  out  listd  of  all  the  citizens  of  each  ward 
i|^uitlitied  to  vote  in  such  elections,  in  the  manner  in  which  se- 
lectmen of  towns  are  rei{uiied  to  make  out  lists  of  voters,  and 
for  that  purpose  they  shall  have  full  access  to  the  assessors' 
books  and  li^ts,  and  are  empowered  to  call  for  the  assistance  of 
the  assessors,  assistant  assessors,  and  other  city  olHcers,  und 
they  shall  deliver  the  lists  so  prepared  and  corrected  to  the 
clerks  of  the  several  wards,  to  be  used  at  such  elections,  and  no 
jjcr^on  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  whose  name  is  not  borne  on  such 
li.tt.  A  list  of  the  voters  in  each  ward  shall  be  posted  in  one 
or  more  public  ]daces  in  each  ward. 

SlXT.  oU.  All  power  and  authority  now  vested  by  law  in  the 
board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Brockton,  or  the  selectmen 
thereof,  shall  be  transferred  to  and  vested  in  a  board  of  health 
to  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  as  jirovided  in 
eh:ipter  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  who  shall  have  and  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  and  duties  therein  granted. 

Si:(.T.  ul.  The  power  and  authority  vested  in  said  town  of 
Brockton  by  chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  of  the  nets 
of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  supply  the  town  of  Brockton  with  pure  water,"  and  by 
the  vote  of  said    town   accepted,  in   accordance  with   the  pro- 


visions of  said  act,  shall  continue  in  force.  The  powers  thereby 
conferred  shall  be  exercised  by  the  city  council. 

SiiCT.  32.  General  meetings  of  the  citizens  qualified  to  vote 
may  from  time  to  time  be  held  to  consult  upon  the  jmblic  good, 
to  instruct  their  represenatives,  and  to  take  all  lawful  means 
to  obtain  redress  for  any  grievances,  according  to  the  right  se- 
cured to  the  people  by  the  con.>^titution  of  this  Coninionweaitb, 
and  such  meetings  may  and  shall  be  duly  warned  by  the  mayui- 
and  aldermen,  upon  the  request  in  writing,  setting  luith  tlie 
jiurposes  thereof,  of  fifty  qualified  voters. 

Skct.  ZZ.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act 
are  hereby  repealed:  pruviiltd,  hoivcverj  that  the  repeal  of  the 
said  acts  shall  not  atfect  any  act  done,  nor  any  riglit  accruing 
or  accrued  or  established,  nor  any  suit  or  proceeding  had  or 
commenced  in  any  civil  case,  before  the  time  when  such  repeal 
shall  take  effect ;  anil  that  no  offense  committed,  and  no  penalty 
or  forfeiture  incurred,  under  any  act  hereby  repealed,  und  be- 
fore the  lime  when  such  repeal  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  affected 
by  the  repeal  j  and  that  no  suit  or  prosecution  jjeiuling  at  the 
time  of  the  said  repeal  for  uny  offense  committed,  or  for  the 
recovery  of  any  i>enalty  or  forfeiture  incurred  under  said  acts, 
shall  be  affected  by  such  repeal;  und  pruciiUii,  iiL->o,  that  all 
persons  who,  at  the  time  of  said  repeal  taking  effect,  shall  hold 
any  office  under  the  said  acts  shall  continue  to  hold  the  samo 
until  the  organization  of  the  city  government  contemplated  by 
this  charter  shall  be  effected  completely. 

Sklt.  34.  For  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  system  of  gov- 
ernment hereby  established,  and  putting  the  same  in  operation 
in  the  first  instance,  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Brockton,  for 
the  time  being,  shall  issue  their  warrants  seven  days  at  lea^t 
previous  to  the  Tuesdny  next  after  first  Monday  of  December 
of  the  present  year,  calling  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  each 
ward  on  lh:it  day,  at  such  place  and  hour  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  wanlcn,  clerk,  and  in- 
spectors of  each  ward,  and  all  other  oUicers  whose  election  is 
provided  for  in  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act;  and  the 
transcript  of  the  records  in  each  ward,  specifying  the  voles 
tiiven  for  the  several  olHcors  aforesaid,  certified  by  the  warden 
and  clerk  of  the  ward  at  said  first  meeting,  shall  be  returned  to 
gaitl  selectmen,  whose  duty  it  shall  bu  to  examine  ^tnd  compare 
the  same;  and  in  case  such  elections  ^houM  not  b<- completed  at 
the  tirst  meeting,  then  to  issue  new  warranto  until  such  elec- 
tions shall  be  completed,  and  to  give  nntice  thereof  in  manner 
before  provided  to  the  several  persons  elected  ;  and  at  said  first 
meeting  a  list  of  voters  in  each  ward,  prepaied  and  corrected 
by  the  selectmen  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
clerk  of  each  ward  when  elected,  to  be  uscil  as  herein  before 
provided.  After  the  choice  of  the  city  officers  as  aforesaid,  or 
a  majority  of  both  boards,  the  selectmen  shall  appoint  a  place 
for  their  first  meeting,  and  shall,  by  written  notice  left  at  the 
place  of  residence  of  each  member,  notify  them  thereof.  And 
after  this  first  election  of  city  otBcers,  and  this  first  meeting  fur 
the  organization  of  the  city  council,  according  to  the  [>rovisioni 
of  section  nine  of  this  act,  as  jirovided  for  in  this  ^^eetlon,  the 
day  of  holding  the  annual  elections  und  the  day  and  liour  fur 
the  meeting  of  the  city  council  for  the  purpose  of  urganizaliuit 
shall  remain  as  provided  in  said  ninth  section  of  this  act.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  council  immediately  after  the  first 
organization  to  carry  into  effect  the  several  proviiious  of  this  act. 

Skct.  35.  This  act  shall  be  void  unless  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Brockton,  at  a  legal  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  to 
be  held  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall,  by 
a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  voters  present  and  voting  thereon, 
as  hereinafter  provided,  dotcrmino  to  ado|it  the  same.  At  said 
meeting  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  written  or  printed  ballots, 
and  the  polls  shall  bo  kept  open  not  less  than  six  liours.     The 
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setectiucn  shall  preside  in  said  meeting,  and  in  reeeivin;^  said 
ballota  ?liall  use  the  check-lists  in  the  :^aiDe  manner  as  they  are 
used  in  tlie  election  of  state  ofiicers, 

.StcT.  ^6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Ap- 
j,io,ctl  Ajtill  9,  1S8I.] 

The  City  Seal. — The  seal  of  the  city  is  circular  in 
form,  within  which  is  a  ring  inclosing  a  shield,  on 
which  is  a  representation  of  "  Sachem's  Rock,"  with 
Miles  Staudish  and  Massasoit  treating  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Bridgewaters,  and  beneath  which  repre- 
sentation ia  the  inscription,  "Sachem's  Rock,  1049;" 
across  the  upper  and  central  portion  of  tlie  seal,  and 
crossing  said  ring  and  shield,  the  words,  "  Educa- 
tion," "  Industry,"  "  Progress ;"  at  the  top  of  the 
whole  design,  and  crossing  said  ring,  a  keystone- 
shaped  escutcheon  bearing  the  device  of  a  bee  hive  ; 
ou  the  right,  across  said  ring,  a  rectangular  shield  on 
which  is  represented  the  electric  light ;  and  on  the 
left  a  similarly-placed  and  shaped  escutcheon  with  the 
globe  for  a  device ;  the  upper  portion  of  said  ring 
having  the  inscription,  "Settled,  1700,"  on  the  left, 
'■A  Town,  1821;"  on  the  right,  and  on  the  lower 
portion  of  the  same,  the  words,  "  City  of  Brockton, 
1881." 

Adopted  by  the  city  government  July  24,  1882. 

Wards  of  the  City. — The  boundaries  of  the  sev- 
eral wards  in  this  city  are  as  follows : 

]Vard  One. — Beginning  in  the  west  line  of  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad,  in  the  middle  of  Court  Street, 
theuee  westerly  by  the  middle  of  Court  Street  to  Blaiu 
Street ;  thence  across  Main  Street  to  the  middle  of 
Pleasant  Street;  thence  westerly  by  the  middle  of 
Pleasant  Street  to  Easton  line  ;  thence  southerly  by 
the  town-line  to  Torrey  Street;  thence  easterly  by 
the  middle  of  Torrey  Street  and  the  middle  of  Bel- 
mont Street  to  the  middle  of  the  northern  terminus 
of  Ash  Street;  thence  northerly  in  a  line  parallel 
with  a  private  way  known  as  Byron  Avenue  to  u 
point  intersected  by  a  line  drawn  from  Arlington 
Street  westerly  through  the  middle  of  Elm  Street ; 
thence  easterly  from  said  point  by  the  line  so  drawn 
and  by  the  middle  of  West  Elm  Street  and  East  Elm 
Street  to  School  Street ;  thence  easterly  by  the  mid- 
dle of  School  Street  to  the  west  line  of  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  ;  and  thence  northerly  bv  the  west  line  of 
said  railroad  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Two. — Beginning  in  the  west  line  of  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad,  in  the  middle  of  Lawrence 
Street,  thence  westerly  by  the  middle  of  Lawrence 
Street  to  Main  Street;  thence  southerly  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Main  Street  to  Winthrop  Street;  thence  west- 
erly by  the  middle  of  Winthrop  Street  to  Pond  Street ; 
thence  westerly  to  a  point  in  Ash  Street  forty-two 
rods   southerly  from    the   middle   of  Belmont  Street 


(measuring  by  the  middle  of  Ash  Street)  ;  thence 
northerly  by  the  middle  of  Ash  Street  to  Belmont 
Street;  and  thence  northerly  by  a  line  parallel  with  a 
private  way  known  as  Byron  Avenue  to  a  point  in- 
tersected by  a  line  drawn  from  Arlington  Street  west- 
erly through  the  middle  of  Elm  Street ;  thence  east- 
erly from  said  point  by  the  line  so  drawn  and  by  the 
middle  of  West  Elm  Street  and  East  Elm  Street  to 
School  Street;  theuee  easterly  by  the  middle  of 
School  Street  to  the  west  line  of  the  Old  Culony  Rail- 
road ;  and  thence  southerly  by  the  west  line  of  said 
railroad  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Three. — BcKioninir  in  the  middle  of  Main 
Street  at  West  Bridgewater  line,  thence  northerly  by 
the  middle  of  Main  Street  to  Winthrop  Street; 
thence  westerly  by  the  middle  of  Winthrop  Street  to 
Pond  Street;  and  thence  westerly  to  a  point  in  the 
middle  of  Ash  Street  forty-two  rods  southerly  from 
the  middle  of  Belmont  Street  (measuring  by  the 
middle  of  Ash  Street)  ;  theuee  northerly  by  the  middle 
of  Ash  Street  to  Belmont  Street ;  thence  westerly  by 
the  middle  of  Belmont  Street  to  Torrey  Street ;  and 
by  the  middle  of  Torrey  Street  to  Easton  line  ;  and 
thence  southerly  by  Easton  line  and  easterly  by  West 
Bridgewater  line  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Four. — Beginning  in  West  Bridgewater 
line,  in  the  middle  of  Main  Street,  thence  northerly  by 
the  middle  of  Main  Street  to  Lawrence  Street;  thence 
easterly  by  the  middle  of  Lawrence  Street  to  Mon- 
tcllo  Street,  and  across  Moutello  Street  in  the  same 
course  to  Salisbury  River ;  thence  southerly  by  the 
channel  of  the  river  to  a  point  due  west  from  the 
middle  of  the  western  terminus  of  Hammond  Street  ; 
thence  due  east  to  the  middle  of  the  western  terminus 
of  Hammond  Street ;  thence  easterly  by  the  middle 
of  Hammond  Street  to  Thatcher  Street ;  thence  south- 
easterly by  the  middle  of  Thatcher  Street  to  East 
Bridgewater  line  ;  and  thence  southerly,  westerly, 
northerly,  and  again  westerly,  by  the  town-line  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Five. — Beginning  in  the  middle  of  Lawrence 
Street,  in  the  west  line  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad, 
thence  by  the  west  line  of  said  railroad  northerly  to 
Centre  Street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Centre 
Street  easterly  to  the  middle  of  the  channel  of 
the  river;  thence  northerly  by  the  middle  of  the 
channel  of  the  river  or  pond  to  Court  Street;  thence 
easterly  by  the  middle  of  Court  Street  to  Abington 
line ;  thence  southerly  by  the  town-line  to  Thatcher 
Street;  thence  northwesterly  by  the  middle  of 
Thatcher  Street  to  Hammond  Street ;  thence  west- 
erly by  the  middle  of  Hammond  Street  to  East  Street, 
and    thence   due  west    to   Salisbury    River;    thence 
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northerly  by  the  clianuiil  of  the  river  to  a  point  iuter- 
secteJ  by  a  lino  drawn  easterly  through  Lawrence 
Street ;  iheuce  westerly  from  suiJ  point  by  the  line 
so  drawn,  and  throuiih  the  middle  of  Lawrence 
Street,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  S(M. — Begiuniut;  in  the  middle  of  ^Ltin 
Street  in  Stoughton  line,  thence  southerly  by  the 
middle  of  Jlain  Street  to  Court  Street;  thence  east- 
erly by  the  middle  of  Court  Street  to  the  west  line  of 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  ;  theuce  southerly  by  tlie 
west  tine  of  said  railroad  to  Centre  Street ;  theuce 
easterly  by  the  middle  of  Centre  Street  to  tlie  middle 
of  the  channel  of  the  river  ;  thence  northerly  by  the 
middle  of  the  channel  of  the  river  or  pond  to  Court 
Street  ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Court  Street  easterly 
to  Abington  line  ;  and  theuce  northerly  and  westerly 
to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  St-ven. — Beginning  in  the  middle  of  Main 
Street,  in  Stoughtou  line,  theuce  southerly  by  the 
middle  of  Main  Street  to  Pleasant  Street;  thence  west- 
erly by  the  middle  of  Pleasant  Street  to  Easton  line  ; 
and  thence  northerly  and  easterly  by  the  town-line  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Passed  to  be  ordained  July  24,  1882. 

CITY   GOVERNMENT   AND   OFFICERS. 
1SS2. 
Muyor,  Hod.  Ziba  C.  Keith. 

Aldermen:  Ward   1,  Uemy   E.   Lincoln;    Wuid   2,    llufiis   P. 
Kingman  ;   Ward  3,  Gooijjc  Churchill ;   Wurd  4,  Gcurgo  E. 
Koith  ;  W:ird  5,  Ward  Tliuuipsoa;  Wurd  G,  Euos  II.  Key- 
nuld^j   Ward  7,  llrudt'ord  E.  Joues. 
City  Clerk,  De  Witt  Clinton  Packard. 

Common   Council:    Ward   1,  William   H.  Savage,  William   It. 
Tobey,   George   M.  Copeland ;    Ward  2,  Sanl'ord  Winter, 
William   L.  Douglas,  Isaiah  A.  Beala ;   Ward  J,  George  L. 
Kna|ip,  Lemuel   P.  Churchill,   lliram   A.  Monk  ;   Ward    1, 
Patrick  McCarty,  Nathan  Keith,  John  A.  Howard;   Ward 
5,  Martin  T.  Packard,  Klbridge  G.  Hale,  Daniel  Connolly  ; 
Wurd  fi,  Charles  H.  Gary,  Henry  Southworth,  Elbridge  L. 
llrowu  ;  Ward  7,  George  A.  Packard,  Augustus  T.  Jones, 
Edward  Crocker.     President,  Augustus  T.  Jones;    Clerk, 
Elbridge  L.  Drown. 
City  Treasurer,  Henry  A.  Ford. 
City  Solicitor,  Jonathan  White, 
Auditor,  Baalis  Sant'ord. 
Collector  of  Taxes,  William  Keith. 
Suiierinteudoot  of  Streets,  Henry  B.  Packard. 
Assessors,  AVilliam  llankin  (for  throe  years),  Ira  Copeland  (for 

two  years),  Noah  Chesnmn  (for  one  year). 
Assistant  Assessors:    Ward    1,  Francis   II.  Gardner;    Ward  2, 
Thaddcua    E.  Gilford;   Ward  3,  David    llorvey;    Ward  4, 
William  A.  Thompson;    Ward  5,   Isaac   Kingman;   Ward 
0,  David  llurke  ;   Ward  7,  Ellis  lirctt. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Francis  B.  Gardner  (for  three  years), 
Henry  .\.  Ford  (for  two  years),  Isaac  Kingman  (tor  one 
year). 
School  Committee  (Hon.   Ziba  C.  Keith,  chairman   i.t  njJU-io), 
Haalis  Sanford,  Jonathan   White,    D:ivid    L.   Cowell  (for 
three  years),  S.  F.  Packard,  C.  F.  Copeland,  Mrs.  Martha 


J.  Farwell   (fur  two  years),  Rev.  S.   L.  Deal,  .\rthur  E. 
Keudrick,  D.  W.  C.  Packard  (for  one  year). 
Trustees   of    the    Public    Library,    Jonathan    White,    Edward 
Parker,  Jr.,  D.  W.  C.  Packard  (for  three  years),  David  L. 
Cowell,  Alfred  Laws,  Warren  T.  Copeland  (for  two  J  cars), 
L.  W.  Puller,  Preston   B.  Keith,  William  W.  Wilkius  (for 
one  year). 
Water  Commissioners,  Wjilter   F.  Cleavehuid  (for  three  years). 
William   W.Cross  (for   two  years),  John  J.  ^Vhipplc  (lor 
one  year). 
City  Messenger,  Richard  T.  Sollis. 
City  Physician,  Dr.  E.  A.  Dakin. 
Board  of  Health,  Dr.  E.  A.  Dakin,  Henry   M.   Litllellcld  (l'..r 

two  years),  Francis  B.  Gardner  (for  one  year). 
Fence  Vieweis,  David   Hervey,  Sylvanus   Packanl,  Ch.irlus  .S. 

Johnson. 
Inspector  of  Jlilk,  Henry  M.  Littlclield. 
Scaler  of  Weights  and  Measures,  (icor;;c  F.  Perkins. 
Surveyors  of  Lumber,  Cephas  Soule,  Otis  Cobb,  isam  .Mitchell. 
Measurers  of  Wood  and    Bark,  Thaddcus   E.  Gitlbrd,   Horace 

Baker,  leoae  Harris,  Charles  S.  Johnson. 
Engineers  of   the  Fire  Department,   Davis   R.  Eldred,  chief; 
Nehemiah   S.   Holmes,    Ist  asst. ;    Zenas   L.    Marston,   2d 
asst. ;   Henry  A.  AVillis,  3d  asst.;  Charles  Eaton,  Iih  u.--st. 
City  Marshal,  Uriah  Macoy. 
Keeper  of  Lockup,  Thomas  Drohan. 
Assistant  Marshals,   Henry    M.   Littlclield,   1-t  :i^st.;    Thomas 

Drohan,  2d  asst. 
Policemen,  Peter   Davis,  Zenas  W.   Lewis,   Robert   W.  Smith, 

Andrew  Jackson  (2d). 
Constables,  Ahira  S.   Porter,  Henry  S.  Porter,   Andrew  Jack- 
son (2d). 

1883. 
Mayor,  Hon.  Henry  H.  Packard. 

Aldermen  :   Ward  1,  Edgar  E.  Dean  ;   Ward  2,  Rufus  P.  King- 
man;   Ward  3,  Preston  B.  Keith;  Ward  J,  Isaac  S.  Emer- 
son ;  Ward  5,  George  G.  Snow  ;   Ward  6,  Charles   F.  Por- 
ter; Ward  7,  Abbott  W.  Packard. 
City  Clerk,  D.  W.  C.  Packard. 

Common  Council:  Wurd  1,  Dexter  E.  Wilbur,  Elmer  W. 
Walker,  Charles  W.  Tilton;  Ward  2,  William  L.  Douglas, 
Henry  S.  Porter,  Sewall  P.  Howard;  Wurd  3,  lliram  A. 
Monk,  Lemuel  P.  Churchill,  Jonns  Reynolds;  Ward  4, 
Patrick  McCarty,  John  Murphy,  James  O'ltcilly  ;  Ward  5, 
Elbridge  G.  Hale,  Martin  T.  P;ickard,  Daniel  Conuolly; 
Ward  0,  Charles  H.  Cary,  Elbridge  L.  Brown,  Frederic  A. 
Lcavilt;  Ward  7,  Albert  R.  Wade,  Benjamin  F.  Battles, 
Charles  E.  Stone.  President,  Elbridge  L.Brown;  Clerk, 
Daniel  Connolly. 

Joint  Standtitfj  Ooniwittet;H, 

Finance:  The  mayor  and  Aldermen  Keith  and  Kingtuan,  the 
president  of  the  Common  Council,  Councilmcu  Cbuicliill, 
McCarty,  Monk,  and  Reynolds. 

Claims:  The  mayor  and  Alderman  Kingman,  the  president  of 
the  Common  Council,  Councilmen  Cary  and  Howard. 

Accounts:  Aldermen  Emerson  and  Snow,  Councilmen  Doug- 
las, Howard,  and  Battles. 

Public  Property :  Aldermen  Packard  and  Emerson,  Council- 
men  Hale,  O'Reilly,  and  Battles. 

Water:  Aldermen  Dean  and  Snow,  the  president  of  the  Coiu- 
mon  Council,  Councilmen  Connolly  and  Stone. 

Fuel  and  Street  Lights:  Aldermen  Keith  and  Packard,  Coun- 
cilmen   Packard,  Tilton,  and  O'Heilly. 

Fire  Department:  Aldermen  Emerson  and  Porter,  Councilmen 
Churchill,  Wilbur,  and  Porter. 
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Highways:  Aldermen  Packard  and  Keith,  CouDciimea   Gary, 

Wade,  and  Porter. 
Printing:  Alderman  Kingman,  Councilinen  Ilule  and  Stone. 
Ordinnnccs:     Aldermen  Snow  and    Keith,  Councilmen  Monk, 

Connolly,  and  Walter. 

Sitiiidinij  Cuuiinittee*  of  (he  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Police:  the  Mayor,  .-Vldermen  Porter  and  Emenjon. 
£lectioD:j  and  Returns:  Aldermen  Porter  and  Deun. 
Enrolled   Ordinances  and   Resolutions:    Aldermen    Keith   and 

Snow. 
Licenses:  Aldermen  Kiograan,  Porter,  and  Snow. 
Health:  Aldermen  Dean,  Keilb,  and  Packard. 
State  Aid  and  Soldiers'  Relief:  Aldermen  Emerson,  Snow,  and 

Kingman. 

Standimj  Comiititteet  of  the  Common  Council, 
Elections  and  Returns:  Councilmen  Ouuglus,  Tilton,  and  Wade. 
Enrulk'd   Ordinances    and    Resolutions:    Counoilmen    Walker, 

Loavitt,  and  Murphy. 
City  Solicitor,  Hoaea  Kingman,  Esq. 
City  Treasurer.  Henry  A.  Ford. 
City  Auditor,  Baalis  Sanford. 
Assessors,  Noah  Chesman  (three  years),  William  Rankin  (two 

years),  Ira  Copeland  (one  year). 
Assistant  Assessors:    Ward    I,  Francis  B.  Qardner;    Ward  2, 

Porter  B.  Hancock;  Ward  3,  Zina  Hay  ward;  Ward  4,  Wil- 
liam  A.  Thompson;    Ward  6,  Isaac   Kingman;    Ward  6, 

Henry  Southworth;  Ward  7,  Ellis  Brett. 
Collector  of  Tuxes,  William  Keith. 
Water  Commissioners,  Charles  C.  Bixby  (three  years),  Walter 

F.  Cleaveland  (two  years),  John  J.  Whipple  (one  year). 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  Henry  B.  Packard. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Isaac  Kingman  (three  years),  Francis 

B.  Gardner  (two  years),  Henry  A.  Ford  (one  year) 
School  Committee  (Hun.  Henry  II.  Packard,  chairman  ex  ojji- 

eio),  William  Rankin,  William  A.  Sanford,  Arthur  E. 
Keodrick.  (for  three  years);  Baulis  Sanford,  Jonathan 
White,  David  L.  Cowell  (for  two  years);   S.  F.  Packard, 

C.  F.  Copeland,  Martha  J.  Farwell  (for  one  year). 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  William  W.  Wilkins,  Loring 

W  Putfer,  M.  R.  Dustin  (for  three  years);  Jonathan 
White,  Edward  Parker,  Jr.,  D.  W.  C.  Packard  (for  two 
years)  ;  David  L.  Cowell,  Alfred  Laws,  Warren  T.  Cope- 
land (for  one  year). 

City  Physician,  Dr.  Jonas  E.  Bacon. 

Board  of  Health,  Harvey  F.  Bird  (two  years) ;  John  W.  Porter 
(one  year) ;  Dr.  J.  E.  Bacon. 

City  Messenger,  Richard  T.  Sollis. 

Engineers  of  Fire  Department,  David  R.  Eldred,  chief;  Neho- 
miuh  S.  Holmes,  1st  asst. ;  Zenas  L.  Marston,  2d  asst. ;  Wil- 
liam H.  Jacobs,  3d  asst. ;  Charles  Eaton,  4th  asst. 

Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm,  Richard  T.  Sollis. 

Inspector  of  Milk,  Porter  B.  Hancock. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Oeorge  F.  Perkins. 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark,  Isaac  Harris,  Thaddeus  E.  Gif- 
furd,  Horace  Baker,  Hovenden  L.  Howard,  William  L. 
Holmes. 

Surveyors  of  Lumber,  Cephas  Soule,  Charles  S.  Johnson,  Otis 
Cobb,  Isam  Mitchell. 

City  Marshal,  David  S.  Brigham ;  First  Assistant,  Oeorge 
Thatcher;  Second  Assistant,  George  M.  Tower. 

PolicemL'n,  Francis  E.  Allen,  Zenas  W.  Lewis,  Sidney  H. 
Packard,  Peter  Davis,  Oliver  D.  Appleton,  Robert  W. 
Smith. 

Constables,  Abira  S.  Porter,  Frank  F.  Porter,  Andrew  Jackson 
(2dj. 

Keeper  of  Lockup,  Solomon  LeightOD. 


1884. 

Mayor,  Hon.  Ziba  C.  Keith. 

Aldermen  :  Ward  1,  John  J.  Whipple  ;  Ward  2,  Rufus  P.  King- 
man ;  Ward  3,  Preston  B.  Keith  ;  Ward  4,  Isnac  S.  Emer- 
son ;  Ward  5,  George  Q.  Snow ;  Ward  6,  Charles  U.  Cary  ; 
Ward  7,  Albert  R.  Wada. 

City  Clerk,  D.  W.  C.  Packard. 

Common  Council:  Ward  1,  Elmer  W.  Walker,  Charles  W.  Til- 
ton,  Oliver  0.  Patten  ;  Ward  2,  Sewall  P.  Howard,  Henry 
S.  Porter,  Lucius  Richmond;  Ward  3,  Hiram  A.  Jlonk, 
Jonas  Reynolds,  John  F.  Cooper;  Ward  4.  James  O'Reilly, 
George  W.  Cobb,  Lyman  E.  Keith  ;  Ward  5,  Oliver  F. 
Leacb,  Gideon  F.  Swain,  Everett  E.  Joyce;  Ward  6,  John 
W.  Porter,  Harrison  Morse,  Edwin  Sawtell ;  Ward  7,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Battles,  Charles  E.  Stone,  Eugene  Lineham. 
President,  Elmer  W.  Walker;  Clerk,  George  W.  Cobb. 

Joint  Standitrrj  Committees, 

Finance  :  The  mayor,  Aldermen  Kingman  and  Keilh,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Common  Council,  Councilmen  Reynolds,  Leach, 
Howard,  and  Richmond. 

Claims:  The  mayor.  Alderman  Kingman,  the  president  of  the 
Common  Council,  Counoilmen  Monk  and  Patten. 

Accounts:  Aldermen  Wade  and  Whipple,  Councilmen  U.  S. 
Porter,  Linehan,  and  Joyce. 

Puhlio  Property:  Aldermen  Whipple  and  Cary,  Councilmen 
Tilton,  Leach,  and  O'Reilly. 

Water :  Aldermen  Cary  and  Wade,  the  president  of  the  Comiuon 
Council,  Councilmen  Sawtell  and  Keith. 

Fuel  and  Street  Lights:  Aldermen  Keith  and  Emerson,  Coun- 
cilmen Battles,  Patten,  and  Cooper. 

Fire  Department:  Aldermen  Eiuerron  and  Whipple,  Couneil- 
men  H.  S.  Porter,  Stone,  and  Tilton. 

Highways :  Aldermen  Keith  and  Cary,  Councilmen  J.  W. 
Porter,  Morse,  and  Swain. 

Printing:  Alderman  Emerson,  Counoilmen  Battles  and  Cobb. 

Ordinances :  Aldermen  Snow  and  Wade,  Councilmen  Richmond, 
Linehan,  and  Joyce. 

Sewerage  and  Drainago:  Aldermen  Whipple  and  Kingman, 
Councilmen  Howard,  Stone,  and  Monk. 

Standing  Commilleet  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Police:  The  mayor  and  Aldermen  Kingman  and  Cary. 
Elections  and  Returns  :  Aldermen  Wade  and  Keith. 
Enrolled  Ordinances :  Aldermen  Snow  and  Emerson. 
Licenses:   Aldermen  Cary,  Keith,  and  Kingman. 
Health  :  Aldermen  Whipple,  Keith,  and  Kingmiin. 
State  Aid  and  Soldiers'  Relief:  Aldermen  Emerson,  Whipple, 
and  Wade. 

Standing  Committeea  of  the  Common  Council. 
Eleotiona  and  Returns :  Counoilmen  Cooper,  Keith,  and  II.  S. 

Porter. 
Enrolled  Ordinances  and  Resolutions:  Councilmen  Reynolds, 

Sawtell,  and  Swain. 
City  Treasurer,  Henry  A   Ford. 
Auditor,  Baalis  Sanford. 
City  Solicitor,  Hoeea  Kingman. 
City  Physician,  Fred.  J.  Ripley. 
City  Messenger,  Charles  C.  Rogers. 
Superintendent  of  Street*,  Henry  B.  Packard. 
Water  Commissioners,  Walter  F.  Cleaveland,  Charles  C.  Bixby, 

Francis  B.  Gardner. 
Engineers  of  Fire  Department:  Davis  R.  Eldred,  chief;   Zenas 

W.    Marston,    2d    asst.   (for    three  years);     Nehemiah    S. 

Holmes,  Ist  asst.,  Charles  Eaton,  3d  os^t.  (for  two  years); 

William  H.  Jacobs,  4th  asst.,  Alexander  Fanning,  5th  asst. 

(for  one  year). 
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Inspector  of  Milk,  Petroleum,  and  Vine|,'ar,  Portua  B.  Han- 
cock. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Meaaurea,  George  F.  Perkina. 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Burk,  Isaiio  Harris,  Horacu  Baker, 
Horenden  L.  Howard. 

Survej'ora  of  Lumber,  Cepbaa  Soulo  and  Charles  S.  JubnsoD. 

Assessors,  William  Rankin,  Noah  Cheaman,  Elbridge  0.  Hale. 

Assistant  Assessors:  Ward  1,  Francis  B.  Washburn ;  Ward  '.', 
Charles  E.  Lambert;  Ward  .1,  Zina  Hay  ward ;  Ward  4, 
Daniel  Dunbur;  Ward  5,  Isaac  Kingmau  ;  Ward  6,  Darid 
Burke;  Ward  7,  Kills  Brett. 

City  Marshal,  George  A.  Wheeler. 

First  Assistant  Marshal,  George  M.  Tower. 

Second  Assiatant  Marshal,  Uriah  Mocoy. 

Policemen,  Oliver  1).  Appleton,  Roawoll  C.  Amsden,  Peter 
Davis,  Zenas  W.  Lewis,  Uobert  W.  Smith,  Oliver  L.  .Toy, 
Sidney  H.  Packard. 

Constables,  Aliira  S.  Porter,  Frank  F.  Porter,  Thomas  Druban. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Henry  A.  Ford,  Isaac  Kingman,  Francis 
B.  Gardner  (clerk). 

Board  of  Health,  Harvey  F.  Bird  (chairman),  Elisha  H.  Joslyn, 
Fred.  J.  Ripley. 

School  Committee,  Hon.  Ziba  C.  Keith  (chairman  ex  offtciu), 
S.  Franklin  Packard,  Cyrus  F.  Copeland,  Martha  J.  Far- 
well  (fur  three  years),  William  Rankin,  William  A.  Sau- 
ford,  Arthur  E.  Kendriek  (for  two  years),  Jonathan  White, 
Boulis  Sunl'ord,  David  L.  CowoU  (for  ouc  year). 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  David  L.  Cowell,  Alfred  Laws, 
Warren  T.  Copeland  (for  three  years),  William  W.  Wil- 
kins,  Loring  W.  Puller,  M.  R.  Dustin  (for  two  years), 
Jonathan  White,  Edward  Parker,  Jr.,  D.  W.  C.  Packard 
for  one  year. 

Representatives  from  Brockton  since  the  formation 
of  tlie  city : 

William  L.  Douglas,  1882-83  ;   Enoa  H.  Reynolds,  1882-83. 

Among  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in  ad- 
vancing the  city's  prosperity  and  in  an  ofEciul  capacity 
served  its  interests,  are  Franklin  Ames,  Ziba  C.  Keith, 
and  W.  H.  Wales. 

No  history  of  Brockton,  or  sketch  of  the  lives  of 
those  men  who  have  contributed  to  the  advancement 
of  the  social  and  material  growth  of  this  locality 
would  be  complete  with  the  name  of  the  late  Hon. 
Franklin  Ames  omitted. 

He  was  born  in  North  Bridgewater,  now  Brockton, 
Sept.  30,  1806,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  brief 
absence  resided  in  his  native  town  during  his  entire 
life. 

Mr.  Ames  was  a  man  of  marked  promioencc  in  this 
town.  Possessing  a  genial  and  affable  disposition,  a 
taste  and  an  ability  for  the  discharge  of  public  duties, 
a  judgment  well  balanced  and  almost  uniformly  cor- 
rect in  its  results,  and  an  integrity  of  character  that 
was  never  touched  by  whisper  or  reflection,  it  is  not 
strange  that  he  was  selected  even  early  in  life  by  his 
fellow-citizens  as  one  fitted  to  assume  and  administer 
public  trusts  in  a  variety  of  town  relations.  For 
nearly  twenty  years,  commencing  in  1836,  he  was 
practically  the  postmaster  of  the  town,  performing  all 


the  duties  belonging  to  that  position,  though  the  oflSce 
itself  was  held  by  Edward  Southworih,  Jr.  In  1838 
he  was  chosen  town  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  was  re- 
elected almost  without  opposition  to  both  offices,  as 
also  collector  of  taxes,  until  1855,  a  period  of  sixteen 
years  ;  and  nowhere  in  the  public  records  are  evidences 
of  greater  care  and  accuracy  than  through  the  volumes 
where  his  broad  aud  beautiful  handwriting  is  found. 
In  1856  he  was  called  by  his  fellow-towusmen  to  a 
position  of  still  greater  responsibility,  being  elected 
that  year  as  one  of  the  selectmen,  and  by  vote  of  his 
colleagues  as  chairman  of  the  board.  By  this  action, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the  times,  almost 
the  entire  administration  of  the  public  affairs  of  the 
town  was  placed  in  hia  hands,  and  that  he  proved 
equal  to  the  place  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  was 
annually  re-elected  till  1864,  when  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion offered  him  through  the  intervention  of  Governor 
Andrew,  as  paymaster  in  the  United  States  army 
with  the  rank  of  major. 

The  happy  termination  of  the  war  soon  after  gave 
to  him  but  a  brief  period  of  service,  but  the  prompt- 
ness aud  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  his  duties 
in  this  capacity  won  for  him  the  special  commenda- 
tions of  the  officers  of  the  army  with  whom  he  was 
associated. 

A  notable  incident  occurred  during  the  time  he  was 
paymaster,  illustrating  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  the  goverijment.  He  was  commissioned  to  take 
$4,000,000  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia  to  New 
Orleans.  He  accepted  the  trust,  and  unaccompanied 
by  an  escort,  conveyed  this  large  sum  of  monej'  safely 
to  the  "  Crescent  City."  He  was  also  United  States 
Assessor  and  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council. 

Returning  to  civil  life,  he  became  interested  in  a 
slate  quarry  in  Pennsylvania,  which  promised  to  be 
of  value,  and  in  1865  decided  to  remove  thither  with 
his  family.  The  severance  of  social  ties  which  bound 
him  to  his  native  town  cost  him  many  a  struggle,  and 
he  brought  himself  to  it  only  by  cherishing  the  hope 
and  expectation  that  after  a  temporary  absence  he  and 
his  might  return  to  their  old  home  again. 

They  returned  to  their  native  town  in  April,  1881, 
and  three  months  later,  August  1st,  .Mr.  Ames  p;isscd 
away  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age,  leaving  a 
wife  and  two  children. 

He  married  May  20,  18:i2,  Martha  Kingman, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  Thompson,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows  :  Thomas  Franklin,  born  July 
19,  1835,  died  March  8,  1854,  drowned  at  sea; 
Martha  Augusta,  born  May  12,  1844  ;  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  ;  Charlotte  Thompson,  born  May  14, 
1847,  married  Joel  P.  Bradford,  of  Pairhaven,  .Mass.  ; 
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Lizzie  Strawbridiie,  born  July  22,  1851,  married  S.  J. 
Gruver,  M.D.,  and  resides  in  Brockton. 

Fninikliu  Ames  lefc  beliind  him  a  name  and  record 
unsullied  by  any  questionable  transaction  in  all  his 
public  and  official  career,  while  in  private  life  he  was 
u  citizen  commanding  the  universal  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-men  and  a  Christian  whose  life 
exemplified  the  principles  of  the  gospel. 

Ziba  C.  Keith  was  born  in  1842,  iu  the  old  home- 
.stead  at  thejuuctiun  of  Main  and  Plain  Streets  and 
the  Ea»t  Bridgewater  road,  Campello,  under  whose 
roof-tree  six  generations  of  tiie  family  have  lived  and 
died.  His  fatlier  was  Capt.  Ziba  Keith,  the  well- 
known  commander  of  a  company  of  militia  years 
ago,  in  the  days  of  old-fashioued  musters.  In  boy- 
hood Mr.  Keith  attended  the  schools  in  his  native 
town,  and  afterwards  the  Pierce  Academy  at  Middle- 
boro'.  Entering  upon  a  business  life,  he  was  for 
five  years  book-keeper  and  salesman  in  the  office  of 
liis  brother,  Martiu  L.  Keith,  in  Boston.  In  1364 
he  returned  to  Campello,  and  in  partnership  with 
Embert  Howard  (now  of  the  firm  of  Howard  & 
Caldwell)  opened  a  general  store  for  the  sale  of  every- 
thing, from  groceries  to  dry  goods.  The  firm  was 
known  as  Howard  &  Keith.  After  a  couple  of  years 
lie  sold  out  to  Jonas  Reynolds,  buying  the  business 
back  again  at  the  end  of  six  months.  For  a  year  or 
two  H.  N.  P.  Hubbard  conducted  the  dry  goods  de- 
partment of  the  business,  then  Mr.  Keith  purchased 
the  entire  control,  and  continued  the  business  until 
1882. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Keith  was  a  successful  competitor 
with  Hon.  Jonathan  White  for  the  honor  of  beins 
the  Republican  nominee  for  representative.  The  re- 
sult was  quite  close,  and  intense  interest  shown,  some 
eight  hundred  ballots  being  cast.  Mr.  Keith  was 
elected,  served  his  term,  and  was  re-elected  the  fol- 
lowing year.  In  1879  he  was  elected  and  served  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 

He  was  elected  the  first  mayor  of  the  city  in  1881. 
He  was  renominated  and  defeated  by  six  vot*s.  He 
again  received  the  nomination  in  1883,  and  was 
elected  by  over  six  hundred  lyajority,  and  is  the 
present  mayor. 

Mr.  Keith  has  never  been  a  lay  figure  in  the  social 
or  business  circles  of  the  town.  lie  is  a  member  of 
the  South  Congregational  Church,  and  prominently 
identified  with  commandery,  chapter,  and  lodge  of 
the  local  Masonic  fraternity.  He  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  organizing  the  Campello  Co-operative  Bank, 
which  has  done  so  much  to  build  up  that  part  of  the 
town,  and  foster  among  workingmen  an  ambition  to 
own   and   occupy   homes   of  their    own,    and    is   now 


treasurer  of  the  association.  Mr.  Keith  is  also  vice- 
I  president  of  the  Brockton  Savings- Bank,  and  a 
director  in  the  Brockton  National  Bank  ;  also  treas- 
urer of  the  street  railway  company.  He  has  also 
been  largely  interested  in  building  movements  at  the 
South   End. 

Ziba  C.  Keith  is  as  universally  liked  and  esteemed 
as  any  man  in  town.  No  one  could  meet  him  and 
know  him  without  being  impressed  with  his  sterling 
integrity  of  character,  while  admiring  his  frankness 
and  kindly  bearing  towards  every  one,  irrespective  of 
station  or  nationality.  Mr.  Keith  has  acknowledged 
executive  ability.  While  in  the  Legislature,  Mr. 
Keith  always  sided  with  prohibitory  measures.  As 
a  member  of  the  license  board  of  selectmen  of  1879 
he  was  one  of  the  minority,  voting  against  the  grant- 
ing of  licenses.  While  he  is  in  favor  of  all  possible 
restrictions  of  the  liquor  traffic,  he  still  believes  that 
spirituous  liquors  should  be  sold  at  some  place  or 
places  for  medicinal  and  mechanical  purposes.  He 
favored  the  Gothcnberg  plan,  during  its  continuance, 
as  an  improvement  upon  indiscriminate  or  general 
licensing.  He  is  a  temperance  man,  but  not  a  radical 
prohibitionist. 

Dec.  31,  1865,  Mr.  Keith  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Abbie  F.  Jackson,  and  has  one  son,  William  C. 
Keith. 

Welcome  Howard  Wales,  son  of  John  and  Olive 
(Howard)  Wales,  was  born  in  North  Bridgewater 
(now  Brockton),  Jan.  20,  1821,  at  the  old  Wales 
homestead,  which  was  located  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  residence  of  R.  P.  Kingman,  Esq.,  corner 
of  Main  and  Belmont  Streets.  During  the  years 
which  immediately  followed  his  majority,  Mr.  Wales 
engaged  in  machine  manufacture,  and  continued  iu 
this  business  until  the  year  1862.  At  the  towu 
election  in  March,  1862,  he  was  chosen  to  the  office 
of  town  clerk,  a  position  for  which  he  w;is  especially 
adapted.  Upon  assuming  control  of  the  office  he 
determined  to  discharge  its  duties  with  an  eye  single 
to  the  public  welfare,  and  how  faithful  he  was  to  the 
trust  imposed  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
re-elected  annually  for  a  period  of  sixteen  successive 
years,  and  oftentimes  by  a  substantially  unanimous 
vote.  His  sphere  of  usefulness,  however,  was  not 
confined  to  this  office  alone.  In  1864  he  was  chosen 
collector  of  taxes,  and  held  the  position  until  his 
death,  and  so  well  did  he  discharge  the  delicate  and 
difficult  duties  of  this  office  that  he  was  designated  as 
the  "  model  collector."  He  represented  the  town  iu 
the  Legislature  in  18C9  and  1871,  and  iu  1S73  was 
chosen  a  selectman,  and  re-elected  each  succeeding 
year.      He  was  also  chairman  of  the  selectmen  several 
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years.  It  was  his  coustaiit  aim  to  please  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  aod  to  perform  in  a  con- 
bcieiitious  manner  tlie  variuus  trusts  which  devolved 
upon  him. 

In  his  death  the  town  lost  an  experienced  and 
valued  servant,  and  the  public  one  who  was  ardently 
interested  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  advancement  of 
the  various  interests  of  Brockton. 

Oct.  IG,  1845,  Mr.  Wales  united  in  marriage  with 
Lois,  daughter  of  John  \V.  and  Almira  C.  Kin;.^nian, 
and  tlicir  family  consisted  of  one  child,  Abbie  Penn, 
bu.n  Aug.  28,  1S4S,  and  died  Feb.  8,  ISCG.  Mr. 
Wales  died  July  2,  1879. 


CHAPTER    XXV. 

BANKS. 

North  Bridgcwuter  Bank — North  Bridgewater  Saving3-Bank — 
BrocktuD  Saviny:5-liauk — Security  Co-operative  Bauk — Caiu- 
pello  Co-operative  Bauk — Uoiuo  National  Bank — Brockton 
National  Bank. 

Thi:  business  of  the  town  of  Brockton  had  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent,  and  the  wants  of  the  people 
were  such,  as  to  induce  a  few  public-spirited  indi- 
viduals to  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  charter  to  do 
banking  business,  which  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Bela 
Keith,  Benjamin  Kingman,  and  Jesse  Perkins,  JIarch 
28,  1854,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each.  The  bank  was  organized  under  the  name  of 
the  North  Bridgewater  Bank,  with  the  following 
officers,  namely:  Martin  Wales,  of  Stoughton,  presi- 
dent; Ilufus  P.  Kingman,  cashier;  Benjamin  King- 
man, Frederick  Howard,  Chandler  Sprague,  William 
F.  Brett,  Ebcnezer  Tucker,  and  Pardon  Copeland, 
directors.  In  1857,  Mr.  Brett  resigned  his  office, 
and  in  ISGO,  Elijah  Howard,  of  Easton,  was  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy. 

The  first  bills  were  issued  from  this  institution 
Sept.  4,  1854.  For  some  years  it  was  in  successful 
operation,  and  proved  a  valuable  addition  to  the  busi- 
ness facilities  of  the  town,  and  a  mark  of  the  enter- 
prise of  her  citizens.  Previous  to  the  establishment 
of  this  bank  the  business  people,  wishing  banking 
accommodations,  were  obliged  lo  go  out  of  town  for 
the  .same. 

This  bank  ceased  doing  business  in  18GG. 

North  Bridgewater  Savings-Bank. — The  benefi- 
cent spirit  of  the  present  age  is  in  notiiing  more  re- 
markably displayed  than  in  the  combined  energy  with 


which  individuals  of  the  highest  rank  in  society  are 
laboring  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  lower  order. 
The  advantages  that  have  arisen,  both  lo  the  indi- 
vidual contributors  and  the  public,  by  those  institu- 
tions have  been  great.  The  first  attempt  made  to 
give  eftect  to  a  plan  for  enabling  the  laboring  poor 
to  provide  support  for  themselves  in  sickne.-is,  as  well 
as  old  age,  was  in  1789.  Again,  in  ISOS,  a  bill  was 
introduced  in  the  ''  House  of  Commons"  for  promo- 
ting industry  among  the  laboring  classes,  and  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  which  was  as  follows  : 

"  AVllKREAS,  such  of  tlio  laboring  poor  us  ale  'loiroua  ut' 
making  out  of  their  earnings  some  savings,  us  a  future  provis- 
ion for  themselves  or  their  families,  arc  lUscourugcd  from  sO 
doing  by  the  difficulty  of  placing  out  securely  the  small  sums 
which  they  are  able  to  save;  and  believing  it  would  tend  to 
promote  habits  of  industry  and  frugality,  and  encoui-agc  tho 
poor  to  makea  provision  for  themselves  and  their  families,  if  an 
establishment  was  formed  in  which  they  might  iuveat  their 
money  with  security  and  advantage." 

These  institutions  are  in  general  intended  for  that 
class  of  poor  but  industrious  persons  who  deserve 
help  by  endeavoring  to  help  themselves,  the  primary 
object  not  being  for  gain,  but  benevolence,  and  are 
for  the  benefit  of  the  widow,  the  orphan,  and  the 
aged. 

Many  a  penny  that  is  now  safely  deposited  in  the 
vaults  of  these  savings  institutions  in  the  country 
might  have  gone  where  the  possessor  would  never 
have  seen  them  again  ;  for  this  reason  savings-banks 
are  a  great  blessing  to  the  communiiy. 

In  tlie  city  of  Brockton  there  were  individuals  that 
looked  to  the  interests  of  others  as  well  ;is  themselves, 
and  having  at  the  same  time  an  eye  to  the  interests 
of  the  community  generally,  they  petitioned  fur  au 
act  of  incorporation  as  a  savings-bank,  which  was 
granted  to  Messrs.  Franklin  Ames,  Edward  South- 
worth,  and  George  B.  Dunbar,  April  24,  1851,  under 
the  name  of  the  North  Bridgewater  Savings-Bank. 
The  following  were  the  officers  of  the  institution  at 
the  time  of  its  organization  in  1851,  namely:  Cul. 
Edward  Southworth,  president;  Franklin  Ames, 
George  B.  Dunbar,  vice-presidents  ;  Edward  South- 
worth,  Jr.,  secretary  and  treasurer  ;  Edward  South- 
worth,  Lorenzo  D.  Hervey,  Henry  V.  French,  Frank- 
lin Ames,  Algernon  S.  Sylvester,  Oukus  S.  Soulo, 
George  B.  Dunbar,  Edward  Southworth,  Jr.,  trus- 
tees. 

By  the  death  of  Edward  Southworth,  Jr.,  March 
3,  1877,  Rufus  P.  Kingman,  Esq.,  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  the  above  bank,  and  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion into  the  condition  of  atfairs,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  appoint  receivers  and  close  up  the  institution. 
On   the   13th  of  November  of  that  year,   Ilufus   P. 
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Kiiigniau,  Esq.,  of  Brockton,  and  EUia  Ames,  Esq., 
of  Canton,  were  appointed  by  the  Supreme  Court  to 
wind  up  the  affairs,  which  has  been  done  in  a  liighly 
creditable  manner  to  the  receivers  as  well  as  pleasing 
to  the  depositors,  resulting  in  a  series  of  dividends 
amounting  to  ninety-four  and  forty-six  hundredth.s 
per  cent. 

Brockton  Savings-Bank. — On  the  third  day  of 
March,  1881,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in- 
corporated the  following  persons  into  a  savings-bank, 
viz. :  J.  J.  Whipple,  W.  \V.  Cross,  Davis  S.  Packard, 
L.  F.  Severance,  E.  H.  Joslyn,  D.  S.  Volman,  Henry 
A.  Ford,  Henry  E.  Lincoln,  George  E.  Freeman,  Ziba 
C.  Keith,  George  E.  Keith,  Loring  W.  Puffer,  B.  0. 
Caldwell,  Sanford  Winter,  H.  H.  Packard,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  were  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  Brockton  Savings-Bank,  located  in  the 
city  of  Brockton.  They  commenced  business  May  1, 
1881,  with  the  following  oflBcers  :  President,  Sanford 
Winter;  Vice-Presidents,  John  J.  Whipple,  Ziba  C. 
Keith  ;  Treasurer,  Clarence  R.  Fillebrowu  ;  Trustees, 
Sanford  Winter,  John  J.  Whipple,  Ziba  C.  Keith, 
William  W.  Cross,  Henry  A.  Ford,  George  E.  Keith, 
George  E.  Freeman,  Lorenzo  F.  Severance,  Patrick 
Gilniore,  Rev.  Thomas  B.  McNulty,  David  S.  Pack- 
ard, Sumner  A.  Hayward,  Gardner  J.  Kingman, 
Bradford  E.  Jones,  Charles  W.  Sumner,  Eliaha  H. 
Joblyn,  Henry  H.  Packard  ;  Board  of  Investment, 
Davis  S.  Packard,  Sumner  A.  Hayward,  Bradford  E. 
Jones,  Gardner  J.  Kingman,  John  J.  Whipple. 

The  officers  for  1884  are  John  J.  Whipple,  presi- 
dent; Ziba  C.  Keith  and  Bradford  E.  Jones,  vice- 
presidents  ;  Enos  H.  Reynolds,  in  place  of  Sumner 
A.  Hayward,  deceased, — otherwise  the  same  as  at  the 
commencement. 

Security  Co-operative  Bank. — This  organization 
was  chartered  as  the  "  Security  Savings  Fund  and 
Loan  Association  of  Brockton."  The  title  was  changed 
by  law  in  1883.  The  original  officers  were  as  follows  : 
Baalis  Sanford,  Jr.,  president ;  Henry  H.  Packard, 
Francis  B.  Washburn,  and  Otia  F.  Curtis,  vice-presi- 
dents; Daniel  S.  Howard,  Lorenzo  F.  Severance,  Brad- 
ford E.  Jones,  William  H.  Tobey,  H.  Herbert  How- 
ard, Embert  Howard,  William  H.  Savage,  Leonard  C. 
Stetson,  Sanford  Winter,  Emerson  Goldthwait,  John 
0.  Emerson,  John  J.  Whipple,  Benjamin  0.  Cald- 
well, James  H.  Cooper,  Augustu.s  B.  Loring,  Harry 
O.  Thomas,  directors.  William  W.  Cross,  secretary; 
Charles  D.  Fullerton,  treasurer ;  Gorham  B.  Howard, 
George  H.  Fullerton,  Albert  H.  Fuller,  auditors; 
Hamilton  L.  Gibbs,  attorney. 

Campello  Co-operative  Bank  (formerly  Campello 
Co-operative  Saving    Fund   and   Loan   Association), 


organized  Sept.  21,  1877;  chartered  Oct.  3,  1877; 
authorized  capital,  $100,000.  Albert  Keith,  prea.; 
Daniel  Dunbar,  vice-prea. ;  Warren  T.  Copeland,  sec. ; 
Ziba  C.  Keith,  treas.  Charter  members :  Charles 
Henry  Cole,  Ziba  Cary  Keith,  Minot  Leonard  Dan- 
I  forth,  John  Henderson,  Hiram  Alexander  Monk, 
George  Mortimer  Skinner,  Fred.  Herbert  Packard, 
Lucas  Wales  Alden,  Lewis  Delmar  Stinchfield, 
Joshua  Reed,  Austin  Cary  Packard,  Edmund  Bar- 
clay Fanning,  Albert  Keith,  Nathan  Henry  Wash- 
burn, Benjamin  Loring  Boomer,  Stephen  Merick 
Thrasher,  Daniel  Dunbar,  Sylvaoua  Keith,  Walter 
Chamberlain,  Simeon  Franklin  Packard,  William 
Snow  Green,  George  Elden  Keith,  William  Henry 
Suuthworlh,  Warren  Turner  Copeland,  Charles  Au- 
gustus Dunbar,  William  Dexter  Pierce,  Preston  Bond 
Keith,  Gardner  Josiah  Kingman,  William  Richards, 
Isaac  Stevens  Emerson,  Lyman  Cailson,  Howard 
Warren  Reynolds,  George  Sawyer,  Rufus  Perkins 
Keith,  Flavel  Bailey  Keith,  John  Harvey  Cole,  Ed- 
gar S.  Putnam,  Ernest  Everett  Emerson,  Joseph 
Emery  Merchant,  Damon  Kingman,  Thomas  Webber 
Child,  Otis  Cobb,  Nathan  Keith. 

Present  officers  :  George  Elden  Keith,  pres. ;  Pres- 
ton Bond  Keith,  vice-prea. ;  Warren  Turner  Cope- 
laud,  sec. ;  Ziba  Cary  Keith,  treaa. 

The  president  of  this  association  from  its  organiza- 
tion to  1883,  Albert  Keith,  one  of  the  leading  and 
honored  citizens  of  Campello,  was  born  in  that  village 
Dec.  31,  1823.  He  is  the  son  of  Arza  and  Marcia 
(Kingman)  Keith.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of 
Abel  Kingman,  Esq.,  who  was  commissioned  justice  of 
the  peace  Feb.  22,  1811.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  descended  from  Rev.  James  Keith,  the  first  or- 
dained minister  of  Bridgewater,  the  line  of  descent 
being  as  follows  :  Timothy",  Timothy-',  Levi^,  Benj.', 
Arza',  Albert'. 

Arza  Keith  was  one  of  the  first  shoe  manufacturers 
in  this  town,  and  with  him  young  Albert  worked 
until  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Foxboro',  and  entered  the  store  of  Otis  Cary  as 
clerk,  where  he  remained  five  years.  He  then  went 
into  the  mercantile  business  on  hia  own  account  at 
Attleboro',  which  he  conducted  until  1851,  when  he 
sold  out,  and,  returning  to  his  native  town,  formed 
a  copartnership  with  bis  brother,  Arza  B.,  in  the  shoe 
manufacture,  and  in  the  following  year  their  factory 
was  erected.  Mr.  Keith  continued  in  this  branch  of 
business  until  1871,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interest 
to  his  brother,  and  from  that  time  until  1882  was  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  and  grain  trade.  Mr.  Keith's  suc- 
cess has  been  largely  due  to  his  energy,  industry,  and 
determination,  coupled  with  good  judgment  and  clear 
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business  foresight.  He  has  been  especially  active  in 
adviincin<;  the  interests  of  Campello,  and  has  labored 
industriously  to  that  end.  He  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Campello  in  1873,  and  has  held  the  office 
to  tiie  present  time.  He  was  selectman  one  year, 
member  of  the  school  board  seven  years,  assessor  two 
years,  and  was  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace  in 
187-1,  a  position  he  still  holds.  He  also  represented 
the  town  in  the  General  Court  in  1880  and  1881. 
Upon  the  or;;anizatioii  of  the  Co-operative  Bank  at 
Campello,  in  1877,  Mr.  Keith  was  chosen  its  presi- 
dent, and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  1883.  He 
is  Republican   in  politics. 

In  1842  he  became  a  member  of  the  South  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  lias  been  prominently  identified 
with  it  since,  aervin-^  on  the  committee  twelve  years, 
and  for  ten  years  officiated  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school. 

April  1,  1847,  Mr.  Keith  united  in  marriage  with 
Charlotte  Pearce,  of  Atlleboro',  and  their  family 
consisted  of  five  children, — Marcia  Adelaide  (de- 
ceased), Alice  Maria,  Herbert  (deceased),  Charlotte 
R.,  and  Lillian  M.  Mrs.  Keith  died  May  29,  1874  ; 
and  July  14,  1875,  be  married  Cynthia  Bonney,  of 
Hudley,  Mass.,  who  died  Feb.  12,  1876.  March  13, 
1878,  Mr.  Keitli  united  in  marriage  with  his  present 
wife,  Mrs.  Susan  J.  Allen,  of  Springville,  N.  Y. 

Home  Ifational  Bank. — Prior  to  1874  there  had 
been  no  National  Bank  in  the  city.  Feeling  the  ne- 
cessity of  increased  facilities  for  banking  accommo- 
dations, the  Home  National  Bank  was  chartered,  and 
its  existence  authorized  on  June  8th  of  that  year.  Its 
first  officers  were  Rufus  P.  Kingman,  president,  C. 
D.  Fullerton,  cashier.  Its  authorized  capital  was 
placed  at  8200,000.  There  have  been  but  few  changes 
in  its  officers,  Mr.  Kingman  retaining  the  presidency 
to  the  present  time  (1884).  Fred  B.  Howard  is  its 
cashier.  Its  location  is  corner  Main  and  Church 
Streets. 

Probably  no  living  resident  has  been  more  active 
in  contributing  to  the  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  Brockton,  or  more  closely  connected  with  its  suc- 
cess, than  Rufus  P.  Kingman,  Esq.,  the  president  of 
the  Home  National  Bank. 

Rufus  Packard  Kingman  is  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Rebecca  (Packard)  Kingman,  born  in  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  Mass.,  Nov.  4, 1821,  and 
is  in  the  seventh  generation  in  a  direct  line  from 
Henry  and  Joanna  Kingman,  who  came  from  Wey- 
mouth, England,  in  1635,  and  settled  in  Weymouth, 
Ma:^s.  His  education  was  in  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town,  and  under  the  private  instruction  of  Mrs. 
Nathan    Jones,   Miss   Julia  Perry,   Deacon    Heman 


Packard,  and  Jonathan  Coe.  At  the  age  of  twelve 
years  he  entered  upon  the  duties  incident  to  life  in  a 
hotel,  his  father  then  being  the  only  hotel-keeper  in 
the  town,  which  was  from  1833  to  1837.  Soon  after 
this  time,  upon  the  retirement  of  his  father  from  the 
hotel,  he  assisted  in  conducting  his  father's  farm  till 
he  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  lu  1840  he  en- 
tered the  dry-goods  and  variety  store  of  William  F. 
Brett,  then  the  leading  store  in  the  town,  which  was 
in  the  hotel  building,  where  "  Washburn's  block" 
now  stands.  Here  he  reniained  till  l84tj,  when  he 
became  a  partner  in  the  business,  under  the  firm-name 
of  Brett  &  Kingman,  giving  his  entire  time  and 
energy  to  the  business  till  1854,  at  which  time  he 
retired  on  account  of  feeble  health. 

It  was  while  engaged  in  the  above  business,  in 
1850,  that  Mr.  Kingman  erected  the  first  brick  block 
in  the  city,  on  the  lot  adjoining  the  hole!  on  Main 
Street,  known  as  "  Kingman's  block." 

During  the  year  1854,  shortly  after  his  retirement 
from  the  store,  the  first  bank  in  the  town  was  organ- 
ized, and  Mr.  Kingman  was  called  to  the  position  of 
cashier.  In  this  he  remained  till  the  new  banking 
law  of  the  United  States  came  into  operation,  which 
required  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  stockholders  to 
change  it  into  a  national  bank.  Failing  to  obtain 
the  required  vote,  the  bank  closed  its  doors  in  1866. 

While  acting  as  cashier,  the  town  showed  their 
confidence  in  Mr.  Kingman  by  electing  him  to  the 
office  of  treasurer  in  1856,  and  their  confidence  in 
him  was  renewed  for  nine  successive  years,  when  he 
retired.  In  1872  he  was  elected  assessor  of  town 
taxes,  and  reelected  in  1873—74.  In  1874  the  busi- 
ness of  the  town  had  become  so  extensive  that  the 
wants  of  her  many  merchants  and  manufacturers 
were  such  that  they  felt  a  pressing  need  of  banking 
facilities,  and  a  new  bank  was  chartered  under  the 
national  banking  law  by  the  name  of  the  Home  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  Mr.  Kingman  was  elected  its  first 
president,  which  position  he  now  fills  with  honor  to 
himself  and  for  the  interest  of  the  stockholders. 

Upon  the  death  of  Hon.  Edward  Southworth,  in 
1876,  Mr  Kingman  was  appointed  treasurer  of  the 
North  Bridgewater  Savings-Bank,  and  after  a  careful 
examination  into  the  condition  of  the  atfairs  of  the 
bank,  it  was  thought  best  to  wind  up  its  business. 
Accordingly  Mr.  Kingman  and  Ellis  Ames,  Es(|.,  of 
Canton,  were  appointed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Mas.sachu8etts  as  receivers  to  close  the  same,  which, 
under  their  judicious  management,  has  been  able  to 
pay  the  depositors  94iVj  per  cent. 

In  1881,  the  last  year  of  the  town's  existence, 
Mr.  Kingman  was  elected  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the 
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town,  and  was  prominent  in  arranjjing  the  affairs  for 
the  incoming  of  the  new  city  ijoverniuent.  During 
the  year  ISSl,  when  the  town  of  Brockton  took  on 
the  robes  of  a  city,  Mr.  Kingman  was  elected  alder- 
man of  Ward  Two,  and  upon  the  organization  of  that 
board  he  was  made  president  of  the  same,  which 
position  he  now  holds,  very  much  to  his  credit ;  and 
his  liaviiig  been  elected  from  the  first  to  the  same 
position,  without  opposition,  speaks  for  itself  Upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  April  13,  1870,  Mr.  King- 
man was  immediately  appointed  to  succeed  him  as  the 
agent  of  the  Hiugham  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  afterwards,  in  1871,  was  elected  a  director 
of  the  same. 

Upon  the  establishment  of  the  North  Bridgewater 
Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  Kingman  was  elected  director, 
and  in  187-1  he  was  one  of  the  corporate  members  of 
Brockton  Agricultural  Society,  and  was  chosen  one  of 
the  first  directors,  and  for  two  years  treasurer  of  the 
society,  and  is  now  vice-president  of  the  same. 

At  the  organization  of  the  Commercial  Club,  in 
January,  1883,  he  Wiis  elected  its  president. 

As  a  man,  Mr.  Kingman  is  plain,  honest,  straight- 
forward, firm,  and  decided  when  decision  is  needed;  a 
pei-son  of  excellent  judgment  in  all  matters  of  busi- 
ness, and  his  large  experience  in  financial  affairs  in 
which  he  has  been  so  successful  for  himself  has  shown 
him  to  be  the  right  kind  of  a  man  to  be  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  city  government.  He  has  no  ambition  for 
public  honor  nor  notoriety,  and  never  active  in  the 
strifes  of  political  life,  although  he  is  ever  ready  by 
his  vote  to  promote  the  public  good.  In  politics  he 
has  been  a  firm  Whig  as  well  as  Republican,  and  be- 
longs to  a  family  well  known  for  their  being  prominent 
in  all  affairs  of  a  local  nature.  Mr.  Kingman  has 
often  been  intrusted  with  matters  of  great  import- 
ance, where  honesty  and  integrity  is  needed,  and  has 
never  been  found  wanting. 

In  his  private  life  he  is  most  genial  and  interesting, 
fond  of  company,  possessing  no  small  share  of  wit, 
always  cheerful  and  buoyant,  and  is  quick  at  repartee; 
naturally  fond  of  home,  he  is  the  life  of  the  social 
circle,  tender  and  affectionate. 

Mr.  Kingman  married  Abby,  only  child  of  Capt. 
Winthrop  Sears  and  Sally  (Hawes)  Baker,  of  Yar- 
mouth, Mass.,  Aug.  30,  1852. 

Brockton  National  Bank. — The  Brockton  Na- 
tional Bank  was  organized  in  1881,  and  was  incorpo- 
rated witli  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Davis  S.  Packard  was  its  first  president,  and  C.  R. 
Fillebrown  its  first  cashier.  They  are  the  present 
incumbents  of  their  respective  ofiices.  The  first 
board  of  directors  were  Davis  S.  Packard,  president ; 


William  W.  Cross,  vice-president ;  Henry  E.  Lin- 
coln, John  J.  Whipple,  Sumner  A.  Hayward,  George 
E.  Keith,  Ziba  C.  Keith,  Charles  W.  Sumner,  James 
C.  Leach,  I.  N.  Nutter,  Gardner  J.  Kingman.  Its 
location  is  in  the  City  Block  on  Main  Street. 

The  president  of  the  Brockton  National  Bank  is 
Davis  S.  Packard,  one  of  the  leading  manufacturers 
j  and  business  men  of  Brockton,  and  was  born  here 
1  June  24,  182G.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of 
i  his  native  town,  and  at  an  early  age  commeuced  the 
I  business  of  a  boot-maker,  which  honorable  vocation 
he  followed  with  close  application  until  1S58,  when 
in  company  with  Aberdeen  Keith,  he  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  boot-  and  shoe-counters  under  the 
firm-name  of  Keith  &  Packard.  This  copartnership 
continued  until  187G,  when  Mr.  Packard  purchased 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Keith,  and  conducted  the  business 
as  sole  proprietor  until  1879,  when  he  associated  with 
him  Veramus  Filoon  and  Abbott  W.  Packard,  under 
the  firm-name  of  D.  S.  Packard  &  Co.  The  growth 
of  tliis  manufacture,  of  which  Mr.  Packard  has  ever 
been  the  moving  spirit,  has  been  almost  phenomenal. 
From  a  product  the  first  year  amounting  to  about  ten 
thousand  dollars,  the  business  has  increased  until  at 
the  present  time  the  annual  product  amounts  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and  where 
only  about  five  persons  were  employed  in  the  begin- 
ning, the  pay-roll  now  shows  twenty-five.  This  is 
one  of  the  representative  institutions  of  Brockton, 
and  its  success  is  largely  due  to  the  clear  business 
foresight  and  executive  ability  of  Davis  S.  Packard. 
Other  interests  also  have  received  Mr.  Packard's  at- 
tention, and  profited  by  his  excellent  judgment. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  Brockton  National 
Bank,  in  February,  1881,  he  was  made  its  president, 
and  has  remained  in  that  capacity  to  the  present 
time.  He  is  also  a  trustee  in  the  Brockton  Savings- 
Bank,  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Investment. 

While  Mr.  Packard  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  management  of  large  business  interests,  he  has 
never  shrank  from  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  has 
served  his  town  and  city  faithfully  and  well,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  various  positions  to  which 
he  has  been  called  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  was  selectman  in  1875,  1870, 
1878,  and  represented  the  city  in  the  State  Legislature 
in  1881  and  1882;  and  on  April  8,  1884,  was  elected 
a  commissioner  of  the  sinking  fund. 

Oct.    1,    1849,    Mr.    Packard  united    in    marriage 

with   Minerva  Bradford,  a  native  of  Plympton,  and 

they  had  one  child,  Alice  May,  who  married  James 

I  T.   Sherman,   M.D.,  of  Dorchester,   Ma.ss.,  and   died 

!  April  13,  1878.     Mrs.  Packard  died  Sept.  11,  1857. 
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In  1S70,  Mr.  Packard  married  Emma  S.  Gurney,  a 
native  of  Arlington,  Mass.,  and  their  chilJren  are  as 
follows:  Sumner  T.,  born  July  4,  1874;  Rulli  B., 
born  March  9,  1876;  and  P^uuia  S.,  burn  May  16, 
1880.      Mrs.  Packard  died  June  4,  1880. 

The  Packard  family  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  and 
liouorabie  in  the  comniunweallh.  Davis  S.  Packard 
traces  his  ancestry  to  Samuel  Packard,  who  came 
from  Windham  near  Iliugham,  England,  in  the  ship 
"  Diligence."  He  first  settled  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  in 
1G3S,  and  from  thence  removed  to  West  Bridgowater. 
All  of  this  name  who  have  gone  from  the  Bridge- 
waters  were  doubtless  descendants  of  liis,  and  nearly 
all  of  the  name  in  this  country  can  be  traced  to  that 
place.  The  line  of  descent  from  Samuel  is  as  fol- 
lows :  Zaccheus,  Capt.  Abiel,  Thomas,  Capt.  Par- 
menas,  Appollos,  and  Davis  S. 


CHAPTER    XXVI. 

lilOGK.Al'IIICAL. 

Rev.  Jamus  Tbumpson — Rev.  John  Porter,  Jr. — Kev.  Hunting- 
ton I'ortur — Rev.  Elipbalet  Porter — Rev.  'I'houiiis  C'raltfl — 
Rov.  Aaii  Packard — Kev.  Hez.okiali  Packard — Rev.  Jo^liua 
Cusbman — Rev.  Naptali  Sbaiv — Rev.  Theo|iliilu3  Packard, 
D.D. — Plov.  Jonas  Perkins — Rev.  Elipbalet  P.  Crafts — Rev. 
Levi  Packard — Rev.  Austin  Cary — Rev.  Zacbariab  Howard 
— Rev.  Natlianiel  Wales — Rev.  JIatliew  Kini^uian — Thomas 
Jert'erson  Snow — Samuel  Fuller  Dike — Frederic  Crafts,  A..M. 
— Deacon  llcman  Packard — Rev.  Abel  Kingman  Packard — 
Rev.  Lysander  Dickerman — Rev.  Zeuas  P.  Wild — Rev.  .\za- 
riah  B.  Wbeeler — Rev.  Adelbert  Franklin  Keith — Professor 
Itenry  B.  Nason— Hon.  Otis  Cary — Augustus  T.  Jones, 
A.M.— Rev.  Heman  Packard  De  Forest— S.  D.  Hunt. 

Rev.  James  Tho.mpson  was  the  son  of  Archibald 
Thompson,  who  came  from  Ireland  to  America  in 
1724  ;  graduated  at  the  New  Jersey  College,  Prince- 
ton, N.  J.,  in  1761  ;  became  a  clergyman;  preached 
only  a  short  time  ;  was  a  preceptor  of  an  academy  at 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Rev.  John  Porter,  Jr.,  was  the  sou  of  Rev.  John 
and  Mary  (Huutiugton)  Porter;  was  born  in  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  Feb.  27,  1752  ;  gradu- 
ated at  Y.ale  College,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1770  ; 
studied  divinity,  and  became  a  minister.  Soon  after 
the  war  broke  out  between  England  and  America,  in 
1775,  he  received  a  captain's  commission  and  went 
into  the  army,  where  he  is  said  to  have  been  a  su- 
perior otEeer.  From  captain  he  was  promoted  to 
major;  left  the  army  but  a  short  time  before  peace 
was  declared.  He  afterward  went  to  the  AVest  Indies, 
and  there  died. 

Rev.  Huntington  Porter  was  the  son  of  Rev. 


Jolin  and  Mary  (Huntington)  Porter;  was  born  in 
North  Bridgewater  (now  Brotktonj,  March  27, 
1755;  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1777  ;  married  Susannah  Sargent,  of  Haver- 
hill, Mass.  ;  commenced  preaching  at  Rye,  N.  II.,  in 
Augu.st,  1784,  supplying  the  pulpit  till  Dec.  29, 
1784  ;  he  was  ordained  a  colleague  pastor  with  Rev. 
Samuel  Parsons.  He  continued  to  preach  in  that 
place  for  upwards  of  fifty  years.  The  people  of  this 
society  were  for  a  long  series  of  yeai>  remarkable  for 
their  unanimity  in  their  religious  as  well  as  civil  con- 
cerns, and  for  more  than  thirty  years  there  was  no 
division.  All  attended  his  church  ;  union  and  peace 
was  the  prevailing  sentiment  among  the  people. 
After  that  time  other  denominations  sprang  up  ;  still 
he  continued  to  labor  until  182S,  when  the  civil  con- 
tract between  him  and  his  society  was  dissolved.  He 
continued  to  preach  occasionally  for  several  j'ears 
after  that  time,  till  near  the  close  of  his  life. 

Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.D.,  was  boru  in 
North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  June  11,  1758; 
was  son  of  Rev.  John  and  Mary  (Huntington)  Porter ; 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1777;  was  settled  as 
pastor  of  the  "  First  Church"  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  Oct. 
2,  1782.  He  was  called  to  supply  a  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  Rev.  Amos  Adams,  who  died  in  1775. 
Of  his  pastoral  labors,  we  may  say  they  were  well 
suited  to  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  Freciuent 
visits  for  social  intercourse  were  not  expected,  and  for 
these  he  had  neither  taste  nor  fitness  ;  his  manners 
were  grave  and  did  not  encourage  familiarity,  nur  had 
he  that  easy  flow  of  language  so  essential  to  sustain  a 
conversation  on  the  familiar  topics  of  the  day.  But 
in  the  chamber  of  the  sick,  or  wherever  there  was 
affliction  which  the  sympathies  of  a  pa.^tor  could  alle- 
viate, he  was  a  constant  and  welcome  visitor.  Says 
one  who  knew  him  well,  "  Few  men  ever  spoke  with 
more  meaning  or  to  so  good  a  purpose.  He  did  not 
dazzle,  but  he  enlightened  ;  and  the  weight  of  his 
influence  and  character,  and  the  remarkable  purity 
and  uprightness  of  his  life,  gave  an  influence  and 
interest  to  whatever  he  said,  and  impressed  his  sen- 
tentious remarks  deeply  on  the  mind."  As  a  citizen, 
his  influence  was  widely  and  beneficially  felt  ;  he  had 
frequent  calls  for  a.-isistance  and  counsel  in  the  secular 
aflairs  of  the  town.  In  the  various  oUices  of  trust  to 
which  he  was  often  called,  whether  for  objects  of 
charity  or  for  the  promotion  of  education  or  religion, 
they  were  fulfilled  with  a  characteristic  caution,  pru- 
dence, and  fidelity,  which  obtained  and  justified  un- 
limited confidence.  In  1818  he  was  elected  Fellow  of 
Harvard  College.  The  period  of  his  connection  with 
this  institution  was  one  of  great  difliculty,  yet  he  took 
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his  full  share  of  tiie  labors  and  respousibilitiea  iDcIdcnt 
to  his  official  position.  He  was  a  wariu,  constant 
friend  of  the  college,  and  the  notices  of  his  death  on 
the  records  of  the  corporation  manifest  the  strong 
sense  of  "  the  great  loss  our  literary  and  religious 
coniinunity  have  sustained  by  the  death  of  this  learned 
divine  and  exemplary  Christian,  whose  intelligence, 
fidelity,  and  zeal  in  support  of  the  interests  of  litera- 
ture, and  especially  of  those  connected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  Harvard  University,  they  have  had  uniform 
occasion  to  witness  during  the  many  years  he  has  been 
one  of  tlie  members  of  this  board."'  As  a  preacher. 
Dr.  Porter  exhibited  few,  if  any,  of  the  characteristics 
of  a  po]iular  preacher  of  the  present  day,  although 
few  modern  preachers  of  to-day  are  listened  to  more 
attentively  or  regarded  with  more  reverence  than  he 
was.  He  was  not  excitable ;  therefore  he  was  not 
likely  to  produce  excitement  in  others.  There  was  a 
calmness  and  solemnity  in  his  manner  which  gave  to 
his  discourses  a  peculiar  impressiveness.  He  never 
was  dogmatical  or  bigoted  ;  he  had  clear  and  settled 
opinions  on  the  controverted  points  of  theology,  and 
was  always  ready  to  sustain  them  ;  but  he  liad  no  taste 
for  controversy,  and  therefore  rarely  preached  on  sub- 
jects which  occasioned  it.  He  regarded  the  religious 
opinions  of  others  without  prejudice,  and  never  allowed 
a  difference  of  opinion  to  interrupt  Christian  fellow- 
ship. Dr.  Porter  died  at  Roxbury,  Dec.  7,  1833, 
aged  seventy-six  years.  The  funeral  was  hold  in  his 
church  Dec.  11,  1833,  Rev.  Dr.  Lowell  offering  the 
funeral  prayer.  Rev.  George  Putnam,  D.D.,  preached 
the  funeral  sermon  from  Genesis  xxv.  8 :  "  He  died 
in  a  good  old  age,  au  old  man,  and  full  of  years  ;  and 
was  gathered  to  his  people."  llev.  John  Pierce, 
D.D.,  of  Brookline,  made  the  concluding  prayer. 

Rev.  TnoMAS  Crafts  was  the  son  of  Dr.  John 
Staples  Crafts  (from  Newton) ;  was  born  in  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  ;  graduated  at  Harvard 
College,  1783  ;  married  Polly,  daughter  of  Rev.  John 
Porter,  Dec.  28,  1786 ;  settled  at  Princeton,  Mass., 
1786,  and  dismissed  in  1791,  and  settled  at  Middle- 
boro'.  After  remaining  at  Princeton  several  years, 
his  physicians  decided  that  his  life  depended  on  his 
leaving  the  ministry  and  engaging  in  more  active  or 
some  out-of  door  pursuit.  He  consequently  removed 
to  Weymouth,  Mass.,  where  he  entered  into  commer- 
cial business,  and  was  quite  successful.  After  his 
health  had  become  somewhat  improved  he  received  a 
call  to  preach  from  the  Middleboro'  and  Taunton 
Precinct,  and  was  installed  in  1802,  where  he  en- 
joyed a  happy  ministry  for  many  years,  and  there 
died,  Feb.  27,  1819,  aged  sixty  years.  His  family 
then  removed  to  North  Bridgewater. 


Rev.  Asa  Packahd  was  the  sou  of  Jacob  and  Do- 
rothy (Perkins)  Packard  ;  was  born  in  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton),  Jlay  3,  1758.  His  life  was 
a  very  eventful  one.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  en- 
tered the  Revolutionary  service  as  a  fifer.  In  an  en- 
gagement near  Harlem  Heights,  in  1776,  a  com- 
panion who  had  made  great  boasts  of  his  bravery 
seized  Mr.  Packard's  tife,  and,  handing  him  his  mu.s- 
ket  in  return,  fled  to  a  place  of  safety,  preferring,  it 
would  seem,  the  music  he  could  make  with  a  stolen 
fife  to  that  made  by  the  balls  of  the  enemy.  Mr. 
Packard,  thus  armed,  engaged  in  the  conflict,  but 
soon  received  a  wound  which  nearly  proved  fatal. 
The  ball  entered  his  back  just  above  the  hip,  and 
though  an  attempt  was  made  to  extract  it,  yet  so  se- 
vere was  the  operation  that  the  surgeon  feared  he 
would  die  in  his  hands,  and  so  was  induced  to  desist. 
A  severe  illness  followed  in  consequence,  and  when 
sufficiently  recovered  he  left  the  army  and  returned 
home,  and  commenced  a  course  of  studies  preparatory 
to  entering  college.  The  ball  he  received  was  never 
extracted,  but  reiuained  in  his  back  during  his  life. 
Mr.  Packard  was  a  man  of  great  facetiousness,  and 
often  alluded  in  pleasantry  to  the  circumstance  of  his 
having  fought  and  bled  for  his  country.  Once  in  a 
merry  circle  he  said,  "  I  bear  about  in  my  body  a 
weighty  testimonial  of  my  bravery."  To  which  a 
jovial  companion  replied,  "  I  think  from  the  position 
of  the  wound  our  hero  must  have  been  playing  a 
retreat." 

"  Playing  a  retreat !"  said  Mr.  Packard  ;  "  I  had  a 
musket  in  my  hand,  and  was  found  skillful  as  a  gren- 
adier." 

"  I  think,"  rejoined  the  other,  "  our  friend  must 
have  been  skilled  in  the  motion  '  to  the  right  about 
face  !'  and  must  have  performed  it  well  when  he  re- 
ceived his  wound." 

The  joke  was  appreciated  by  Mr.  Packard  and  the 
rest  of  the  company.  Mr.  Packard  graduated  at  Har- 
vard University  in  1783;  received  a  call,  and  settled 
in  Marlboro',  March  23,  1785, — a  day  long  to  be  re- 
membered, from  the  fact  that  the  snow  was  so  deep 
as  to  cover  the  tops  of  the  fences,  notwithstanding 
there  had  been  a  thaw  which  settled  the  snow,  so 
that,  in  freezing,  it  became  sufficiently  solid  to  bear 
up  a  team.  The  people  went  to  the  ordination  in 
their  sleighs  upon  the  crust  across  lots,  over  the 
tops  of  fences  and  walls  without  difticulty.  The 
depth  of  snow  was  so  remarkable  that  it  became  and 
continued  for  a  long  time  a  standard  of  comparison. 
He  was  settled  on  a  salary  of  one  hundred  pounds 
"and  twenty  cords  of  good  marketable  oak  wood,  cut 
and  brought  to  the  door  annually,  so  long  as  he  re- 
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mains  our  minister."  They  also  voted  liim  a  settle- 
ment of  three  hundred  pounds, — one  half  to  be  paid 
in  one  year,  the  other  half  in  two  years  from  his  or- 
dination. Mr.  Packard  was  a  man  of  sprightly 
talent,  and  was  noted  for  his  readiness  rather  than  fur 
his  profundity.  He  had  great  conversational  powers, 
and  was  remarkable  for  his  eccentricity.  His  ser- 
mons were  practical  rather  than  doctrinal,  and  more 
distin;;uished  for  happy  descriptions  of  life  and  man- 
ners than  for  connected  views  of  gospel  truths.  He 
Was  liberal  in  his  theolo;.;ical  opinions,  belonging  to 
what  is  denominated  the  Arniinian  school.  As  Uni- 
tariauism  developed  itself  in  Massachusetts,  he  was 
cunsidcred  as  coinciding  with  that  class  of  his  breth- 
ren, though  later  in  life  his  sentiments  are  supposed 
to  have  undergone  some  change.  "  Perhaps  it  will 
be  more  conect  to  say  that  he  never  formed  for  him- 
self any  definite  system  of  doctrinal  belief;  his  mind 
was  more  distinguished  for  its  readiness  than  for  its 
method,  and  seemed  to  have  held  opinions  in  regard  to 
ditl'eretit  doctrines  which  were  not  consistent  with 
each  other,  and  which  could  not  have  been  blended 
into  a  logical  system.  Dift'creut  persons  who  knew 
him  well  have,  for  this  reason,  claimed  him  with  dif- 
ferent denominations,  since  on  some  points  his  views 
seemed  to  coincide  with  Unitarians,  and  ou  others  with 
the  Orthodox  standard  of  doctrine."  These  are  the 
views  entertained  by  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
preachers  of  New  England  on  his  theological  opin- 
ions. Sir.  Packard  remained  pastor  of  the  first  and 
the  only  parish  in  Marlboro'  for  about  twenty  years, 
and  the  people  were  happy  under  his  ministry.  In 
the  year  1805  an  unpleasant  controversy  arose  in  re- 
gard to  the  subject  of  locating  a  meeting-house,  which 
ended  in  the  erection  of  two  houses,  and  ultimately  in 
two  parishes.  During  this  controversy  he  remained 
neutral,  both  parties  anxious  to  retain  him  ;  but  he 
continued  to  remain  in  the  old  church,  and  being  un- 
willing to  take  part  in  the  dedication  of  the  new  house, 
and  realizing  that  a  majority  had  a  right  to  commaud 
his  Services  while  he  remained  their  pastor,  he  wisely 
ankcd  a  dismission  from  the  church  and  society  as  the 
best  way  of  avoiding  a  public  approval  of  the  removal 
of  the  mceting-houso,  which  was  the  sole  cause  of  the 
unhappy  feeling.  On  March  U,  ISOU,  the  matter 
was  brought  before  the  Marlboro'  Association,  and 
alter  due  consideration  it  was  decided  by  them  that 
the  town  had  a  claim  to  Mr.  Packard  in  the  new 
house.  "  The  association,  while  they  lament  the  oc- 
casion for  it,  both  ou  their  own  and  the  people's  ac- 
count, cannot  but  aci(uiesce  in  his  determination  to  be 
dismissed."  After  much  opposition,  the  West  Parish 
in   Marlboro'  received  an  act  of  incorporation,  Feb. 


23,  1808,  by  the  name  of  the  Second  Parish  in  Marl- 
boro' ;  on  the  23d  of  March,  the  same  year,  Pvev.  Asa 
Packard,  who  had  labored  with  the  society  since  his 
dismission  from  the  town,  was  installed  over  the  West 
Parish,  and  retained  his  pastoral  relation  until  May 
12,  1319,  when  he  took  a  dismission  and  removed  to 
Lancaster,  where  he  resided  till  his  death,  which  took 
place  March  20,  1843,  in  the  eighty-lil'th  year  of  his 
ase.  He  was  in  his  usual  health  in  the  niornins,  and 
on  coming  into  the  house,  he  s:it  down  to  listen  to  a 
letter  from  a  distant  brother;  while  it  was  being  read 
he  sunk  back,  and  immediately  expired. 

Rev.  Hezekiah  P.\ckard,  D.D.,  was  bum  in 
North  Bridgewator  ( iiow  Brockton),  Ma.ss.,  Dee.  tl, 
1761,  son  of  Jacob  and  Dorothy  (Perkinsj  Packard, 
and  was  the  youngest  of  ten  children  ;  and  of  his 
parents  and  their  influence  he  used  to  speak  with 
pleasure,  affection,  and  respect.  Being  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  he,  no  doubt,  experienced  the  indul- 
gence common  to  the  youngest  of  a  largo  family. 
The  humble  circumstances  of  his  father's  ianiily  ac- 
customed him  to  habits  of  active  industry,  rigid  econ- 
omy, and  self-reliance.  Their  narrow  means,  tuuLther 
with  their  discretion,  restrained  him  from  asaociating 
with  other  lads.  One  amusement  his  parents  indulged 
him  in  had  au  influence  they  little  thought  of  He 
says,  "  At  what  precise  period  I  procured  a  fife  I  do 
not  distinctly  remember  ;  but  the  acqui.sition  was  to 
me  very  gratifying  and  delightful.  Martial  music 
was  very  animating  to  me,  and  I  soon  learned  several 
martial  aiis.  The  tunes  sung  and  played  during  the 
incipient  state  of  the  Revolution  had  a  wonderful  in- 
fluence. The  exciting  remarks  made  in  favor  of  the 
Revolution  had  a  thrilling  effect  upon  my  mind.  I 
became  anxious  to  attend  musters  and  meetings  for 
enlisting  soldiers.  The  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  had  an 
exciting  influence.  It  seemed  to  electrify  the  whole 
community.  On  that  memorable  day  I  was  in  a 
ueighbor'.s  field,  hoeing  corn,  and  heard  the  roaring 
of  the  cannon.  I  was  then  in  my  fourteenth  year. 
The  captain  of  the  militia  lived  near  my  father's,  and 
as  he  knew  the  family  were  high  A\'higs,  ami  that  I 
had  some  skill  with  the  fife,  he  ap|)uinted  me  a  tJfer 
in  the  company  under  his  command.  Soon  al'ior  this 
he  was  drafted  for  five  months,  and  solicited  me  to  go 
with  him  as  fifer,  promising  to  use  mo  as  a  son,  which 
promise  he  always  kept.  Although  young  and  fund 
of  home,  I  never  had  any  scruples  or  hesitation  about 
enlisting,  nor  do  I  recollect  that  my  parents  opened 
their  lips  in  the  way  of  discouragement. 

"  Distinctly  do  I  remember  when  my  mother  took 
my  hand,  and  said,  '  Hezekiah,  remember,  praying  will 
make  thee  leave  sinning,  and  sinning  will   make  thee 
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leave  praying.'  Tlicse  words  were  to  me  full  of  mean- 
ing and  of  practical  truth.  Indeed,  the  devout  desires 
and  earnest  prayers  of  ray  affectionate  and  pious  parents 
were,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  preserved  as  memorials 
before  God  on  my  behalf ;  for,  though  I  neglected 
prayer  wheu  a  soldier,  my  moral  habits  were  in  other 
respects  correct.  I  was  averse  to  vices  in  the  army  to 
which  youth  are  exposed  ;  no  profane  word  escaped 
uiy  lips  from  the  time  I  left  my  father's  house  till  I 
returned  to  it  again.  I  was  more  and  more  disgusted 
at  the  profaneness  common  anions  the  soldiers,  and 
even  the  officere,  of  the  Revolution.  My  brother  (the 
late  llev.  Asa  Packard,  of  Marlboro',  Mass.)  had  al- 
ready become  a  soldier  in  the  eight  months'  service, 
and  was  stationed  at  Roxbury.  The  regiment  to  which 
I  belonged  was  ordered  to  Cambridge,  and  we  dwelt 
iu  tents  near  Cambridgeport.  Soon  after  we  pitched 
our  tents  and  drew  our  provisions  from  College  Hall, 
where  beef,  pork,  etc.,  wore  kept  for  our  army,  and 
other  arrangements  were  made  for  a  campaign,  and  I 
felt  myself  a  soldier  in  camp,  I  had  a  furlough  for  a 
day  or  two  to  visit  my  brother  at  Roxbury.  From  the 
time  we  marched  into  Boston,  late  in  autumn,  until 
the  following  June,  Col.  Sargent's  regiment,  in  which 
luy  name  was  enrolled,  was  destined  to  occupy  several 
stations.  After  being  in  Boston  a  few  weeks  we  were 
ordered  to  Bunker  Hill.  In  the  spring  of  1776  we 
were  stationed  at  Castle  William  (now  Fort  Inde- 
pendence). Here  we  remained  till  June,  when  orders 
were  given  for  us  to  march  to  New  York.  We  went 
to  New  London  by  land,  and  from  thence  by  water  to 
New  York.  The  regiment  was  stationed  near  Hurl- 
gate. 

"  Six  miles  below  the  city,  upon  the  banks  of  East 
River,  opposite  to  our  fort,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  the  enemy  built  a  fort  to  annoy  ils,  the  distance 
between  the  two  forts  being  a  little  over  a  mile.  A 
soldier,  soon  after  the  balls  and  bombs  began  to  fly 
into  our  camp,  walking  proudly  upon  the  parapet, 
boastfully  exclaimed  that  the  ball  had  not  been  made 
that  was  to  kill  him.  Not  many  minutes  after  a  ball 
caoie  and  almost  cut  him  asunder,  thus  warning  others 
not  to  expose  themselves  needlessly.  This  cannonad- 
ing and  bombarding  continued  for  several  weeks, 
killing  some  and  wounding  some.  I  remember  an 
old  man  belonging  to  our  camp  who,  seeing  a  bomb 
fall  and  bury  itself  in  the  ground  a  few  rods  from 
him.  started  hastily  toward  the  spot  hoping  to  save 
the  powder,  for  which  he  would  get  a  dollar  ;  but  just 
before  he  reached  the  place  there  was  a  tremendous 
explosion,  and  he  was  covered  with  dirt  and  nearly 
suffocated.  He  received,  however,  no  serious  injury, 
and  was  for  a  time  the  subject  of  facetious  remark. 
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About  the  same  time  two  young  men  belonging  to 
the  same  mess  found  a  bomb,  the  fuse  of  which  hud 
been  somehow  extinguished,  and  thoughtlessly  at- 
tempted to  open  the  vent  with  a  pickaxe.  This  rash 
and  inconsiderate  attempt  was  fatal  to  both.  A  spark 
from  the  axe  reached  the  powder,  and  these  young 
men  were  awfully  mangled  by  the  explosion.  One 
expired  immediately,  the  other  survived  a  few  days. 
Soon  after  this  there  was  a  general  excitement.  In- 
telligence reached  us  that  troops  were  leaving  Long 
Island,  and  that  the  British  were  pressing  upon  them, 
orders  being  given  for  retreat,  and  New  York  was 
evacuated.  It  was  the  Sabbath,  in  the  last  of  Au- 
gust or  the  first  of  September.  The  heat  was  ex- 
treme, the  roads  were  crowded  with  troops,  with  men, 
women,  and  children,  together  with  cattle,  goods,  and 
chattels,  overspread  with  thick  clouds  of  dust.  The 
night  following  was  dark  and  rainy.  I  slept  under  a 
blanket  with  my  captain,  who  had  always  treated  me 
like  a  son,  according  to  the  promise  he  made  when  I 
enlisted. 

"  The  next  morning,  while  the  cooks  were  preparing 
breakfast  and  the  soldiers  were  adjusting  their  packs 
and  cleaning  their  guns,  etc.,  after  the  rain,  alarm- 
guns  were  heard  ;  our  army  was  aroused  ;  the  enemy 
were  at  hand.  A  detachment  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  in  number,  among  them  my  brother,  was 
sent  out  to  check  the  enemy,  and  in  a  few  hours  he 
was  on  his  way  to  the  hospital  at  West  Chester.  On 
the  same  day  was  the  battle  of  Harlaem  Heights. 
Our  regiment  was  near  the  centre  of  the  line,  extend- 
ing from  Hudson  to  East  River.  The  line  of  battle 
was  not  far  from  King's  bridge.  The  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  I  do  not  remember.  The  sick 
and  wounded  were  taken  to  the  hospital.  I  visited 
my  brother  several  times.  His  wound  became  alarm- 
ing, and  his  surgeons  gave  no  encouragement.  We 
both  nearly  despaired  of  his  restoration.  At  the 
second  or  third  visit  I  took  charge  of  a  letter  to  our 
parents,  in  which  he  took  leave  of  them  and  of  the 
family,  and  we  took  leave  of  each  other.  I  afterward 
went  to  the  hospital,  not  knowing  whetiier  he  was 
among  the  living,  and  found  him  somewhat  relieved. 
His  body  was  less  swollen;  his  hopes  of  recovery 
revived.  After  this,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves,  we 
did  not  see  each  other  till  we  met  at  home  in  our 
father's  house.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year  I  was 
sick,  aud  destined  to  breathe  the  polluting,  infectious 
air  of  the  hospital,  and  suffered  much  for  want  of 
things  comfortable.  Having  the  itch  shockingly. 
without  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  that  loathsome 
disease,  and  being  reduced  by  other  complaints  with 
out  the  medical  aid  I  required,  I  thought  much  of 
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home  and  a  mother's  cares ;  but  I  was  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land.  The  hospital  was  extremely  filthy,  its 
atmosphere  pestilential.  My  case  was  so  much  ne- 
glected and  my  whole  frame  so  diseased  and  shattered 
that  I  had  serious  apprehensions  I  should  not  long 
survive.  My  term  of  service  expired  at  the  end  of 
the  year;   I  was  no  longer  a  soldier. 

"  Finding  myself  somewhat  better,  although  still 
feeble,  I  set  my  face  and  directed  my  tottering  steps 
towards  home.  The  first  day  I  traveled  about  three  or 
four  miles  towards  the  object  of  uiy  aflfection.  About 
the  third  day  on  my  homeward  marcii  I  reached  the 
great  ruad  from  White  Plains  to  my  native  home, 
and  was  providentially  overtaken  by  my  captain's  elder 
brother  and  his  waiter.  He  had  purchased  a  cheap 
liorse  before  he  left  camp,  and  was  homeward  bound  ; 
but  finding  me  feeble,  unprotected,  and  solitary,  he 
readily  dismounted,  and  allowed  me  the  privilege  of 
riding.  I  rode  nearly  the  whole  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred miles.  I  have  no  remembrance  of  my  friend's 
riding  five  miles  till  we  reached  Easton,  Mass.,  his 
native  town,  and  where  my  oldest  brother  then  lived. 
We  often  received  many  a  good  bit  on  our  way,  in 
consequence  of  the  piteous  and  oft-repeated  story  my 
friend  told  of  the  poor,  destitute,  and  suflfering  fifer 
upon  the  horse,  so  that  people  were  kind  to  us,  cheered, 
and  comforted  us  on  our  way  homeward.  My  parents 
had  not  beard  a  word  from  me  after  the  battle  at  Har- 
laem  Heights,  except  that  I  was  there,  but  in  doubt 
what  to  expect.  My  brother's  letter  not  reaching 
home,  the  same  doubt  existed  in  regard  to  him. 
After  my  return  from  the  army  I  was  so  reduced  in 
strength,  my  whole  frame  so  diseased  and  wrecked, 
that  for  a  long  time  I  was  unfit  for  business.  I  was 
long  exposed  to  suffering,  and  unable  to  labor.  I  was, 
however,  afterwards  induced  to  enlist  for  sis  months. 
That  I  should  have  again  entered  the  army  was  a 
mystery.  I  was  stationed  at  Providence,  and  after- 
wards at  Newport.  Gen.  Sullivan,  who  had  command, 
intended  to  gain  possession  of  Newport,  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  British.  After  quitting  the  service  I 
made  up  my  mind  to  live  at  home  and  become  a  farmer. 
But  changes  and  events  occurred  in  our  domestic  circle 
which  greatly  atfecled  my  condition  and  pro.■^pects. 
(My  father  died  Feb.  2,  17T7,  aped  fifty-six.)  My 
bruther,  as  before  mentioned,  being  wounded,  was 
probably  led  by  that  circumstance  to  change  his  pur- 
pose of  life.  He  accordingly  fitted  lor  college,  and 
entered  Harvard  in  the  summer  of  1779.  In  the 
course  of  the  revival  of  1780  did  I  first  receive  my 
religious  impressions.  At  a  meeting  called  by  my 
brother  my  mind  was  deeply  and  solemnly  impresaed. 
I  did  feel  I  had  some  encouraging  evidence  that  God 


in  Christ  did  appeal  for  me  in  mercy.  The  burden 
of  sin  which  had  borne  with  oppressive  weight  upon 
my  soul  was  removed,  and  I  think  I  found  peace  in 
believing.  Calmness,  peace,  and  serenity  prevailed  in 
my  own  mind.  Availing  myself  as  I  had  opportunity 
of  the  advice  and  experience  of  neighbors,  I  had  the 
reputation  of  taking  good  care  of  the  farm  and  ren- 
dering it  productive.  I  labored  to  the  extent  of  my 
strength,  and  made  some  improvements  by  subduing 
rough  parts  of  the  land  and  building  walls.  Meeting 
the  approbation  of  my  neighbors  and  family,  and  see- 
ing the  good  effect  of  my  labors,  I  acquired  a  fondnu.ss 
for  husbandry,  and  readily  devoted  myself  to  it. 

"I  was  well  satisfied  with  my  condition  and  sphere 
of  life,  and  had  no  idea  of  relinqui.shing  the  pursuits 
of  agriculture  until  tlie  spring  of  17S2.  At  that 
time  I  was  afflicted  and  discouraged  by  an  injury  dune 
my  arm  in  making  wall.  Being  young  and  ambitious, 
I  strained  my  arm  at  the  elbow.  The  injury  was 
such  that  it  disqualified  me  from  pursuing  my  favorite 
occupation.  I  showed  my  arm  to  several  physicians, 
but  received  no  encouragement.  I  then  made  arrange- 
ments for  acquiring  an  education,  and  soon  left  home 
and  placed  myself  under  the  instruction  of  Kuv.  Dr. 
John  Reed,  minister  of  the  West  Parish.  I  pur.iued 
my  studies  with  great  diligence,  deducting  the  time 
I  was  obliged  to  suspend  my  studies  on  accuunt  of 
weak  eyes.  I  was  not  more  than  a  year  fitting  for 
college.  When  fitting  I  often  visited  the  home  of 
my  childhood  and  early  youth,  and  reluctantly  denied 
myself  its  endearments.  The  distance  nut  being 
more  than  five  or  six  miles,  I  could  easily  walk  homo 
Saturday  night  and  return  on  Monday  niuniirig.  In 
July,  1783,  that  being  Cambridge  commencement,  I 
entered  college  with  rather  gloomy  prospects, — my 
small  patrimony,  in  consci|uencc  of  bad  debts  and 
fraudulent  men,  was  reduced  from  five  or  six  hundred 
dollars  to  a  mere  trifle;  I  had  no  patron  to  whom  I 
could  go  for  advice,  encouragement,  and  help  ;  I  had 
no  place  I  could  properly  call  home  ;  I  had  nu  place 
to  call  my  home  through  my  college  studies  ;  I  had 
to  make  my  way  through  many  difficulties.  I  sj>enc 
most  of  my  vacatiuns  at  college,  where  I  had  good 
opportunity  for  study,  and  I  defrayed  the  expenses  of 
board  by  keeping  a  morning  school  fur  misses,  by  the 
care  of  college  buildings,  etc.  I  kept  school  nine  or 
ten  weeks  winters.  I  wailed  in  Common  Hull  more 
than  three  years  during  college  life.  In  justice  (o 
myself,  and  for  the  benefit  of  uthers,  I  can  state  with 
all  the  confidence  of  truth  that  I  [las.sed  through  cul- 
lege  without  fine  or  censure,  and  with  a  respectable 
literary  character.  The  first  year  after  leaving  col- 
lege  I   kept  a  grammar  school  in  Cambiidge.     The 
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year  passed  pleasnnilj-,  and  I  found  myself  in  llie  way  t 
of  iniprovcnieut.     The  next  year  I  took  charge  of  the  [ 
library  as  assistant;  was  one  of  the  three  who  in  the 
course  of  the  year  prepared  the  first  printed  catalogue  ' 
of  the   college   librarj'.     The   other  two   were   Rev.  I 
Isaac  Smith,  the  librarian,  and  Professor  Sewall.     At  ; 
the  commencement  of  1789   I  entered   the  tutorship 
in  the  Mathematical  Department  as  successor  of  Mr. 
(afterwards    Professor    and    subsequently   President) 
Webber.     I  continued  as  tutor  four  years,  enjoying 
enlightened  society  in   college  and   in   the   town  and 
vicinity  of  Cambridge." 

In  October,  1793,  Mr.  Packard  was  ordained  over 
the  cliurch  in  Chelmsford,  with  the  prospect  of  a 
comfortable  and  useful  ministry,  where  he  labored 
with  conscientious  diligence  in  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry eight  years,  when,  receiving  an  invitation  to  settle 
at  Wiscasset,  Me.,  be  asked  his  dismission,  and  it  was 
granted  by  a  mutual  council  called  July  29,  1802. 
He  was  installed  at  Wiscasset,  Mc,  Sept.  8,  1802, 
Professor  Toppan,  of  Cambridge  College,  preaching 
the  sermon.  He  entered  upon  his  new  field  of  labor 
with  a  fair  prospect  of  comfort  and  usefulness.  When 
he  had  been  in  Wiscasset  three  or  four  years  he  was 
invited  to  take  charge  of  a  private  school.  The  school 
was  full,  and  succeeded  so  well  that  in  the  course  of 
the  year  a  plan  for  an  academy  was  in  train.  A  brick 
building  was  erected,  costing  four  thousand  dollars. 
He  kept  this  academy  several  years,  and  his  labors  in 
it,  and  his  pastoral  and  ministerial  duties,  were  too 
much  for  his  constitution,  and  brought  on  infirmities 
which  have  been  at  times  troublesome  companions. 
His  labors  at  this  place  were  terminated  by  a  mutual 
council  in  the  spring  of  1830.  Again  Providence 
opened  for  him  a  smaller  field  of  labor  and  usefulness 
at  Middlesex  village,  a  remote  part  of  his  former 
parish  in  Chelmsford,  where  were  living  many  of 
those  who,  as  parents  or  children,  had  been  under  his 
preaching  thirty  years  before.  It  was  while  residing 
at  this  place  his  son,  William,  then  a  student  of  Bow- 
doin  College,  died,  January,  1834.  He  exercised  his 
ministry  at  Middlesex  six  years,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1830  dissolved  his  connection  with  that  church.  He 
moved  to  Saco,  Me.,  Nov.  11,  1836.  During  the  re- 
maining years  of  Mr.  Packard's  life  he  resided  at 
Saco,  Me.,  Salem,  Mass.,  and  Brunswick,  Me.,  mak- 
ing occasional  visits  to  each  and  all  of  his  children. 
He  took  a  lively  interest  in  passing  events  and  social 
life,  and  to  the  last  had  a  cheerful  temperament  and 
strong  social  affections.  He  never  secluded  himself, 
nor  seemed  to  feel  too  old  to  meet  and  fulfill  the  claims 
of  society  upon  him.  In  his  eighty-fifth  year  he  took 
the   principal   charge  of  a  garden,  and  in  winter  he 


used  the  axe  and  saw.     He  participated  in  all  schemes 
for  good,  mourned  with  those  that  mourned,  rojiiiccd 
with  those  that  rejoiced.     The  passer-by  ever   met 
him  with   a  kind  word  or  bow.      He  possessed  great 
dignity  of  bearing  and  character,  combined  with  case 
and  elegance  of  manners  which  adorn  the  most  culti- 
vated  society,    and    an    ever-playful,    genial    humor. 
For  nearly  fitly  years  he  was  connected  with  various 
literary  institutions,  much  of  the  time  being  engaged 
in  training  the  youth.     For  .seventeen  years  he  was  a 
trustee  of  Bowdoin  College,  and  ten  years  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  same,  and  from  the  day  of  his  admission 
to  the  university  he  was  a  college  man  to  the  close  of 
his  days,  always  glowing  in   college  scenes,  reminis- 
cences, and  attachments.      He  was  the  originator  of 
the  Bible  Society  in  Lincoln  County,  Me.     He  died 
April  25,  1849.     Agreeable  to  his  own  request,  his 
remains  were   conveyed   to  Wiscasset  for  interment, 
the  place  where  he  had  labored  twenty  years  before. 
The  funeral  took  the  place  of  the  afternoon  service, 
Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  of  Brunswick,  preaching  the  sermon. 

"  The  lust  long  journey  of  his  life  now  o'er; 
His  gentle  voice  and  cheerful  uruile  uo  more 
Shall  tell  the  tule  of  life's  uncurtain  drcaut ; 
For  he  is  now  in  heaven, — a  higher  theme." 

Rev.  Josuda  Cushman  was  bom  1758  or  1759, 
and  resided  in  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton), 
Mass.  ;  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1787.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  or  eighteen,  he  entered  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  A  paper  found  among  his 
papers  and  books  contains  the  following  account  of 
his  services  in  that  war  in  his  own  handwriting: 

"I  enlisted  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1777,  under 
Caleb  King,  then  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and  served 
in  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  the  Massachusetts  line. 
The  field-oflBcers  were  Col.  Wesson,  Lieut,- Col.  Mel- 
lon, and  Maj.  Badlam.  I  was  in  Capt.  Bartlett's 
company.  My  first  rendezvous  was  at  Cambridge, 
near  Boston  ;  then  proceeded  to  Albany ;  thence  up 
the  Mohawk  to  the  German  Flats  ;  joined  Arnold's 
attachment  from  Gates's  army  for  the  relief  of  Fort 
Stanvix.  After  the  dispersion  of  the  enemy  we 
joined  the  Northern  army,  near  Stillwater,  on  the 
Hudson ;  thence  took  ground  and  encamped  on 
Bemia  Heights ;  was  in  the  decisive  battle  which  led 
to  the  capture  of  the  British  forces  in  that  quarter. 
After  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  we  moved  down  the 
Hudson  to  Albany,  and  thence  across  the  country  to 
White  Marsh,  in  Pennsylvania.  After  facing  the 
enemy  for  a  day  or  two,  we  went  into  winter  quarters 
at  Valley  Forge.  After  the  enemy  evacuated  Phila- 
delphia we  moved  with  the  main  army  under  Gates, 
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first  to  Daubury,  then  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  thenuo  to 
Fiblikill.  Tliere,  and  in  the  viciuitj'  of  ^Vest  Point, 
N.  Y.,  I  was  stationed  with  tlie  regiment  daring  the 
rest  of  my  term  of  service.  I  was  discharged  the 
hitter  part  of  Jlarch,  1780,  having  completed  the 
term  of  my  engagement  laelcing  a  few  days,  an  indul- 
gence obtained  througli  the  courtesy  of  the  colonel." 
After  leaving  the  military  service,  he  fitted  for  col- 
lege, graduated  in  the  same  class  with  Hon.  John 
Quiiicy  Adams,  studied  theology  with  llev.  Eplnaim 
Briggs,  and  was  ordained  as  paator  of  the  Congie- 
giitioual  Church  in  Winslow,  Me.,  on  June  10,  1705, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-six,  where  he  remained  nearly 
twenty  years.  At  a  little  later  period  after  his  settle- 
ment, he  adopted  the  views  of  that  branch  of  Con- 
gregational ists  called  Unitarians.  His  ordination  ser- 
mon was  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Whitman,  of  Pem- 
broke, and  the  other  services  of  the  occasion  were 
performed  by  Rev.  Jlr.  Porter,  of  Roxbury,  Rev. 
Mr.  Porter,  of  Rye,  N.  H.,  Rev.  Mr.  Winthrop,  of 
Woolwich,  Me.,  Rev.  Mr.  Ellis,  of  Topsliam,  Me., 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Calef,  of  Canaan,  Me.  The  cliurch 
where  his  ordination  tool;  place  not  being  large  enough 
to  contain  the  audience,  a  bower  was  made,  covered 
with  green  boughs  and  supported  by  twenty  pillars, 
interwoven  at  the  sides,  and,  when  filled  with  people, 
presented  quite  a  unique  and  picturesque  appearance. 
After  his  dismissal  from  tlie  ministry,  which  was  not 
from  any  disagreement  between  him  and  the  pariah, 
but  from  inability  to  support  a  minister,  he  continued 
to  preach  in  that  vicinity  for  a  while,  but  never  was 
installed  over  any  society.  He  soon  became  an  emi- 
nent political  man,  commencing  by  representing  the 
county  of  Kennebec  in  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts 
(of  which  Maine  was  then  a  part)  in  the  political 
year  1810;  represented  the  town  of  Winslow  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  1811  and  1812  ;  was 
elected  on  the  Executive  Council  of  Massachusetts, 
but  declined  the  office;  in  ISl'J  was  elected  as  rep- 
resentative to  Congress  from  the  Kennebec  District, 
and  after  Maine  was  separated  from  Massachusetts,  in 
18-0,  he  continued  in  Congress  for  six  cousecutive 
years.  In  1828  he  was  again  elected  from  his  dis- 
trict to  the  Senate,  and  in  1834  again  represented  his 
adopted  town  of  Winslow  in  the  House,  and  this  was 
the  last  of  his  public  services.  "  His  course  was  run, 
bis  days  were  numbered."  Beiug  the  senior  member 
at  the  opening  of  the  Legislature  in  January,  1834, 
it  became  his  duty  to  call  the  House  to  order  at  its 
organization ;  but  his  health  being  feeble,  he  never 
took  his  scat  again  in  that  body.  He  died  at  his 
boarding-house  Monday  morning,  Jan.  27,  1834,  aged 
seventy-five   years.     Immediately  upon    the  opening 


of  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  the  House 
voted  to  adjourn,  and  the  members  to  wear  black 
crape  during  the  remainder  of  the  session  as  a  mark 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Hon.  Joshua  Cushniau. 
And  the  Senate  also  adjourned  from  a  regard  to  his 
services  and  worth.  His  funeral  was  attended  by 
the  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature ; 
and,  although  the  snow  was  extremely  deep  at  the  time, 
there  was  a  large  gathering,  and  the  duty  of  follow- 
ing his  remains  was  consequently  fatiguing.  He  was 
interred  at  Augusta,  Me.,  and  a  plain  marble  slab 
erected  to  his  memory,  bearing  this  simple  in.scription  : 
"  Our  fathers,  where  are  they  ?''  The  Legislature  of 
Maine  afterwards,  however,  removed  his  remain.s  to  the 
tomb  erected  for  the  burial  of  those  who  died  in  the 
service  of  the  government,  and  his  name  was  engraved 
on  the  top  of  the  tomb  among  those  who  iiad  gone 
before  him.  He  was  a  good  scholar,  was  imbued  with 
Christian  and  statesmanlike  principles,  and  was  a 
respectable  speaker.  Progress  and  reform  were  among 
the  leading  traits  of  his  mind.  The  tot  of  time  and 
the  judgment  of  men  which  truly  tries  the  character 
and  acts  of  all  has  pronounced  its  verdict, — "  A  good 
and  faithful  servant." 

*' Tranquil  auji(i:jt  alarms 
It  founil  liiiu  on  the  held, 
A  vuterun  blumberiug  on  his  ariiii^, 
Beneath  hia  red  cross  shiuIU." 

Rev.  NaPHTALI  Shaw  was  the  son  uf  William 
and  Hannah  (West)  Shaw,  born  in  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton),  June  20,  17(34.  His  ances- 
tors, as  far  back  as  he  had  any  knowledge  of  them, 
were  pious  people.  When  a  lad  he  had  but  little 
time  for  reading,  excepting  on  the  Sabbath,  then  he 
read  the  Bible  and  religious  books.  He  was  relig- 
iously educated,  and  from  such  works  as  he  had  he 
early  received  religious  impressions  which  proved  of 
the  greatest  value  to  him.  Of  the  divine  authority 
of  the  Scriptures  he  uever  had  a  doubt,  and  at  an 
early  period  of  his  life  he  had  determined  to  make 
them  the  rule  of  his  faith  and  practice.  At  ilie  age 
of  fifteen  he  enlisted  in  the  service  as  a  soldier  uf  the 
Revolutionary  war,  for  a  special  service  at  Rhode 
Island,  and  again  the  next  year,  with  his  two  older 
brothers,  marched  to  the  call  of  his  country  to  aid  in 
suppressing  Shay's  rebellion  and  a  threatened  assault 
ou  one  of  our  maritime  places.  In  all  this  he  did  nut 
have  to  engage  in  battle.  He  was,  however,  always 
through  life  patriotic.  When  he  came  back  from 
military  service  the  last  time,  being  then  seventeen 
years  of  age,  he  prevailed  upon  others  in  his  native 
town  to  unite  with  him  in  purchasing  a  social  library, 
and  the  first  book  he  selected  was  "  Mason  on  Self- 
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KnowleJije,"  which  lie  always  thought  was  of  great 
value  to  him,  and  one  that  uo  person  could  study 
without  profit.  After  preparatioo  for  college,  under 
the  eare  of  Dr.  Crane,  a  physician  of  Titieut  Parish, 
and  Rev,  Dr.  John  Reed,  of  West  Bridgewater,  in 
178G,  at  the  as^e  of  twenty-two,  he  entered  Dartmouth 
College,  Hanover,  N.  H.,  where,  after  applying  hiiu- 
self  closely  to  his  studies,  and  after  a  hard  struggle 
with  difficulties  arising  from  limited  means  and  a  new 
state  of  things  iu  the  vicinity  of  the  college,  he  grad- 
uated with  honor  in  1790,  receiving  the  bachelor's 
degree.  After  tliis  he  taught  school  in  Easton,  Mass., 
and  Boston,  as  an  as.sistaut  of  Mr.  C.ileb  Brigham,  an 
iii.structor  of  great  celebrity.  After  studying  theology 
seven  months,  he  was  approbated  (as  it  wa.s  then  called) 
by  the  Plymouth  A.ssociation  of  Ministers  Aug.  1, 
1792.  He  pui-sued  the  study  of  theology  under  the 
care  of  Rev.  Zedekiah  Sanger,  D.D.,  of  Bridgewater, 
wlio  w;is  in  the  habit  of  instructing  young  men  for 
the  ministry.  Immediately  after  he  was  licensed  to 
preach,  he  received  a  call  to  preach  at  Kensington, 
N.  H.,  where  they  had  already  heard  more  than 
twenty  candidates.  He  was  ordained  at  that  place 
Jan.  l-iO,  1793,  as  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Clmrch, 
then  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years.  He  remained 
in  that  place  till  Jan.  13,  1813,  when,  his  health  fail- 
ing him,  he  had  to  ask  his  resignation.  His  ministry 
wa.s  pacific  and  useful,  peace  and  harmony  were  re- 
stored, and  the  caitse  of  education,  morals,  and  relig- 
ion was  promoted.  Upon  his  resigning  his  pastoral 
labors,  his  health  continued  such  that  he  devoted  him- 
.self  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  purchased  a  farm 
in  Bradford,  Vt.,  where  he  continued  during  the  re- 
maining forty  years  of  his  life,  giving  up  preaching 
entirely.  In  due  time  he  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Bradford,  Vt.,  and  to  the  day  of  his 
death  continued  a  most  worthy  and  exemplary  mem- 
ber, highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Although 
an  educated  man,  he  was  far  from  being  dictatorial 
or  overbearing  or  fault-finding,  but  habitually  exhib- 
ited that  meek,  humble,  and  quiet  spirit  that  mani- 
fested itself  in  all  his  actions,  and  which,  in  the  sight 
of  God,  is  of  great  price. 

Rev.  Theophilus  Packard,  D.D.,  was  the  son 
of  Abel  and  Esther  (Porter)  Packard,  and  was  born 
in  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  Mass.,  March 
4,  1769.  When  he  was  five  years  old  he  removed 
with  his  father's  family  to  Cummington,  Miiss.,  the 
western  part  of  the  State,  where  he  lived  until  he 
entered  Dartmouth  College.  His  early  years  were 
spent  iu  working  upon  his  fixther's  farm.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  began  to  fit  up  a  farm  for  himself; 
but,  by  overtasking  his  bodily  powers,   he  disabled 


him.self  in  a  great  degree  for  that  kind  of  labor. 
Shortly  after  this  his  mind  became  deeply  exercised 
on  the  subject  of  religion  ;  and  at  length  so  fir  settled 
that  he  became  a  member  of  the  church.  He  be'.ian 
now  to  meditate  the  purpose  of  devoting  himself  to 
tlie  Christian  ministry;  and,  with  a  view  to  this, 
commenced  his  preparation  for  college  under  the 
instruction  of  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Briggs. 
He  entered  college  in  1792,  and  graduated  in  179(i. 
Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  commenced  tlie 
study  of  theology  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  liurton,  of 
Thetford,  Vt.,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Orange  Association,  to 
which  his  theological  teacher  belonged.  His  first 
labors  as  a  minister  were  among  the  churches  in  the 
region  in  which  he  was  licensed.  He  went  to  Sliel- 
burne,  Mass.,  to  preach  as  a  candidate,  early  in  the 
autumn  of  1798.  He  waa  ordained  on  the  20th  of 
February,  1799,  the  sermon  being  preached  by  the 
Rev.  John  Emerson,  of  Conway,  Mass.  The  hon- 
orary degree  of  doctor  of  divinity  was  conferred  upon 
him  by  Dartmouth  College  in  182-4.  Dr.  Packard 
continued  in  sole  charge  of  the  church  at  Shelburne 
until  March  12,  1828,  when  his  son  Theophilus  was 
ordained  as  his  colleague.  The  charge  was  given  to 
the  young  pastor  by  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Grout,  of  Haw- 
ley,  who  had  performed  the  same  service  iu  connection 
with  his  father's  ordination  twenty-nine  years  before. 
From  this  time  the  father  and  son  continued  to  sup- 
ply the  pulpit  alternately  till  Feb.  20,  1842,  when 
Dr.  Packard  gave  notice  to  his  people  that  he  should 
relinquish  all  pastoral  service,  and  from  that  time  he 
never  received  from  them  any  compensation.  He 
Wiis,  however,  not  dismissed,  but  retained  tlio  pastoral 
relation  till  his  death.  During  the  fourteen  years  in 
which  the  two  were  associated  in  supplying  the  Shel- 
burne pulpit,  they  both  labored  extensively  in  desti- 
tute parishes  in  the  neighborhood,  and  were  instru- 
mental, in  several  instances,  in  preparing  the  way  for 
a  stated  ministry.  Dr.  Packard,  having  reached  the 
age  of  seventy-three,  and  finding  the  infirmities  of 
age  were  rapidly  increasing  upon  him,  went,  in  the 
spring  of  184G,  to  live  with  a  widowed  daughter  in 
South  Deerfield.  Here  he  remained  four  years,  but 
returned  to  Shelburne  in  the  summer  of  185-1.  His 
last  .sermon  was  preached  in  Deerfield  in  November, 
1847.  He  suffered  severe  injury  from  a  fall  upon 
the  ice  in  the  early  part  of  January,  1855,  and  from 
that  time  was  confined  to  his  house,  and  mostly  to 
hia  bed.  He  was  afflicted  by  a  complication  of  mal- 
adies, from  which,  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  his 
life  particularly,  he  experienced  intense  sutfering. 
He  died   on   the   17th   of  September,   1855.      The 
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Fiariklin  County  Cliurch  Conference  and  Benevolent 
Anniveisaries  having  been  appointed  to  be  held  on 
the  ISth  and  19th,  his  fuQeral  took  the  place  of  the 
conference  exercises  on  the  aftern<jon  of  the  19th,  a 
very  large  number  of  uiiui-.ters  being  in  attendance. 
His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  tlie  Rev.  Dr. 
Hitchcock,  late  president  of  Amherst  College.  He 
was  married  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Isaac  Tirrill,  of 
Abington,  Mass.,  Feb.  9,  1800.  He  had  eight  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom,  Theophilua,  w.is  graduated  at 
Amherst  College  in  lS2o,  and,  as  has  been  already 
noticed,  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  ministry. 
MiA.  Packard  was  living  in  1S5C.  Dr.  Packard,  in 
the  course  of  his  ministry,  instructed  tliirty-one 
students  in  theology,  all  of  whom  became  preachers 
of  the  gospel. 

Rbv.  Jon.\s  Perkins  was  the  oldest  son  of  Josiah 
and  Anna  (Reynolds)  Pertins;  was  born  in  the 
North  Parish  of  Brid'.iewater  (now  Brockton)  Oct. 
15,  1790.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  commenced 
fitting  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover, 
Mass.,  having  from  the  time  of  his  conversion,  at  the 
age  of  ten,  a  strong  desire  to  devote  himself  to  the  min- 
istry of  the  gospel.  He  enjoyed  the  instruction  of 
Rev.  Mark  Newman  and  John  Adams  at  the  acad- 
emy, and  when  esamined  for  admission  to  Brown 
University,  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for  ad- 
vanced standing,  and  was  received  as  a  member  of  the 
Sophomore  class.  He  graduated  at  this  institution 
with  distinguished  honor  in  1813.  He  immediately 
commenced  a  course  of  theolegical  studies  under  the 
instruction  of  Rev.  Otis  Thompson,  of  Rehoboth, 
Ma.ss.,  Was  licensed  by  the  Mendon  Association  Oct. 
11,  1814,  and  was  invited  to  preach  as  a  candidate 
for  the  Uuioa  Society  of  Weymouth  and  Braintree, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  After  preaching  a  short 
time,  he  received  a  unanimous  call  to  become  their 
pxstor,  which  call  he  accepted,  and  was  ordained 
June  14,  1815.  With  this  society  he  has  labored 
for  forty-six  years,  prosperou.s,  united,  and  happy, 
and  the  church  under  his  care  has  been  constantly 
increasing  in  numbers.  At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  society,  in  1801,  he  gave  them  notice  that  he 
should  resign  his  p;istoral  charge  at  his  seventieth 
birthday,  the  15th  of  the  following  October.  Ac- 
corningly,  iio  preached  his  farewell  sermon  on  the 
Sabbath  following  that  day,  and  by  the  mutual  con- 
sent of  pastor  and  people  and  approved  of  a  council, 
his  ofiBcial  conaeclion  with  them  Wiis  dissolved.  At 
a  meeting  of  the  church  and  parish  which  was  held 
soon  after,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed, 
showing  the  estimation  in  which  his  labors  were  held 
by  them  : 


"  lUtoUed^  That  we  recognize  with  devout  jjraticuile  the 
Sooilne33  of  God  to  thid  society  in  preserving  the  life  and  con- 
tinuing the  labora  of  our  pastor,  Rev.  Jonas  I'eikias,  so  many 
yeari. 

"  Jieaolccd,  That    the   union   anil   prosperity  of  this  ctiurcU 
anj  people  during  liis  pastorate  testify  to   his   fnU-lity  and  sac- 
cess  as  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 
j        *'  /Uitnlved,   That  we  tender  our   heartfelt  thank-   to    liiin  as 
I   the  shepherd  of  this  doelc,  for  his  constancy  and  his  un^vearied 
j    ellorts  to  promote  our  spiritual  and  temporal  good. 
j       ■'  Ri^HiUacd,  That  while  the  dissolution  of  this  relation  awak- 
ens many  tender  ami  painful   emotions,  we  are   eoniforttil  and 
cheered  by  the  thought  that  ho  and  his  beloved  companion  are 
to  spend  the  evening   of  their   life  with   us,  an.l    that  we  .-hall 
still  enjoy  their  counsels,  the  light   of  their  ev.uuplo,  :iud  their 
prayers, 

**  Uetn/vfl,  That  we  assure  hiiu  and  liis  firuily  of  our  con- 
tinued respect  and  love,  and  that  we  fully  reciprocate  the  wish 
ctpresseJ  in  his  farewell  tUscourse.  for  a  mutual  and  truly 
Christian  remembrance  until  death." 

Rev.  Eliphalet  P.  Crafts  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
Thomas  and  Polly  (Porter)  Crafts  ;  was  born  in  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  Nov.  23,  ISUO.  At  an 
early  age  he,  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  removed  to 
Middleboro',  where  he  received  his  early  education  ; 
fitted  for  college  with  his  father  ;  graduated  at  Brown 
University,  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  182 1  ;  studied  the- 
ology at  the  theological  school  of  Cambridge,  where  he 
graduated  for  the  ministry.  He  was  first  settled  at 
East  Bridgewater  in  1828,  where  he  enjoj'cd  a  happy 
ministry  for  seven  years,  and  was  dismissed  at  his 
own  request.  After  regaining  his  heilth,  he  was  in- 
stalled over  the  First  Congregational  Church  and  So- 
ciety at  Sandwich,  Ma.ss.,  in  1839,  ministering  to  a 
harmonious  and  affectionate  people  for  about  fifteen 
years.  Receiving  a  dismission,  at  liis  reijuest,  he  re- 
moved to  Lexington,  Mass.,  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  educating  young  Spanish  gentlemen,  also 
supplying  vacant  pulpits  in  Lexington  and  vicinity. 

Rev.  Levi  PaCICAUU  was  the  son  of  Levi  and  llutli 
(Snow)  Packard,  born  in  North  Bridgewater  ( now 
Brockton),  Mass.,  Feb.  4,  1703.  His  early  days  were 
spent  under  the  parental  roof  in  the  discharge  of  filial 
and  fraternal  duty.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  be- 
came the  hopeful  subject  of  renewing  grace,  and  was 
received  into  the  cotumuuion  of  the  church  in  his 
native  town.  Here  ho  gave  himself  up  to  God,  it  is 
believed,  with  a  "  purpose  of  heart  to  cleave  unto 
him,"  which  was  never  relin([uishcd.  His  thoughts 
were  early  turned  towards  the  Christian  uiinistry, 
and  ho  longed  to  devote  himself  to  the  work  of 
preaching  that  gospel  which  he  had  found  so  precious  ; 
but  his  circumstances  were  unfavorable,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  he  endured  a  painful  mental  conflict  on  the 
subject.  Still  he  urged  the  anxious  inquiry,  •'  Lord, 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?"  cherishing  the  hope 
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from  year  to  year  that  the  Saviour  whom  he  loved 
woulJ  yet  permit  him,  as  an  under  shepherd,  to  feed 
his  lambs.  Having  at  length  attained  liis  majority, 
lie  felt  at  liberty  to  devote  the  avails  of  his  personal 
labor  to  tiie  object  which  lay  nearest  his  heart,  and 
which  years  of  doubt  and  difficulty  had  but  rendered 
Wore  and  more  dear  to  him.  His  preparation  for 
college  was  retarded  by  the  expedients  which  he  was 
constrained  to  adopt  for  defraying  its  expenses  ;  but 
at  length,  at  the  ago  of  twenty-eight,  his  etforta  and 
saciifices  were  rewarded,  and  he  graduated  with  the 
highest  honors  at  Brown  University.  He  then  con- 
tinued his  theological  studies  under  private  instructors, 
and  alter  having  preached  temporarily  in  several 
places,  he  was  ordained  at  Spencer,  Mass.,  the  14th 
day  of  June,  1826.  A  ministry  of  twenty-seven 
yeai-s  in  that  place  leaves  but  little  need  of  any  testi- 
mony to  his  personal  or  official  character.  He  had 
learned  the  truths  of  the  gospel  experimentally,  and 
he  preached  them  in  a  corresponding  manner.  He 
preached  plainly,  directly,  affectionately,  unreservedly, 
practically.  Though  he  sought  not  literary  distinc- 
tion, or  the  gratification  of  intellectual  pride,  he  was 
not  wanting  in  originality  of  thought;  he  was  not  a 
retailer  of  other  men's  ideas ;  his  sermons  were  his 
own, — the  fruits  of  his  own  inquiry,  solemn  medita- 
tion, and  earnest  prayer.  He  shunned  no  subject  on 
account  of  its  difficulty  or  its  unpopularity,  but  aimed 
to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  The  cross  was 
ever  prominent  in  the  religious  instruction  which  he 
gave  ;  yet,  while  determined  not  to  know  anything 
among  his  people  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified, 
he  ever  remembered  that  the  object  of  the  Lord's 
coining  was  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  that 
the  gospel  develops  and  enforces  principles  and  rules 
of  action  applicable  to  all  the  relations,  obligations, 
and  interests  of  social  life.  While  desirous  that  every 
sermon  should  have  a  Saviour  io  it,  he  endeavored  to 
give  each  doctrine  and  precept  of  revealed  religion  its 
place  and  proportion  in  the  Christian  system. 

Not  constitutionally  inclined  to  controversy,  he 
opposed  error,  not  so  much  by  direct  attack  as  by 
giving  his  hearers  an  opportunity  to  detect  it  for 
themselves  iu  the  light  of  the  truth  which  shone 
upon  it.  Against  every  violation  of  divine  law, 
whether  in  the  private  walks  of  lil'e  or  in  the  high 
places  of  public  authority,  by  individuals  or  commu- 
nities, lie  bore  his  honest  and  fearless  testimony, 
esteeming  it  comparatively  a  light  thing  to  be  judged 
of  man's  judgment,  and  mainly  anxious  to  be  free 
from  "  the  blood  of  all  men,"  even  should  his  faith- 
fulness as  a  reprover  provoke  the  displeasure  of  those 
who=e   friendship   he   most  highly  valued,  and  whom 


I  he  was  most  reluctant  to  offend.  At  length  he — 
I  having  received  the  impression  that  he  could  no 
I  longer  be  useful  as  a  pastor — resolved  that  for  their 
I  good  he  would  seek  employment  in  .some  other  vine- 
yard. His  pastoral  attachment,  however,  still  survived, 
making  a  request  "  that  his  last  sermon  to  them  should 
be  from  his  silent  lips,  and  that  his  dust  might  lie 
among  those  with  whom  he  had  taken  sweet  counsel, 
and  with  whom  he  hoped  to  meet  in  the  sanctuary 
above."  Mr.  Packard  was  not  long  allowed  to  re- 
main idle.  He  was  dismissed  from  his  people  in 
Spencer  iu  September,  1853,  and  was  settled  over 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Woonsocket,  E..  I.,  in 
December  of  the  same  year.  Here  he  labored  about 
one  year.  From  that  time  he  gradually  failed, 
through  the  withering  power  of  pulmonary  disease, 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  at  Staftbrd  Springs, 
Conn.,  Jan.  11,  1857.  The  most  remarkable  charac- 
teristic of  Mr.  Packard  may  be  designated  as  honesty. 
In  whatever  he  said  or  did  he  was  sincere,  frank,  and 
guileless.  No  one  could  hear  him  preach  without 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  he  felt  what  he  said. 
There  was  no  room  for  suspicion,  and  for  simplicity  of 
character  he  may  be  considered  as  a  model ;  and  during 
all  his  last  long  sickness,  says  one  who  was  seldom 
absent  from  his  bed  of  languishing,  "  he  has  given  us 
a  bright  pattern  of  patience  and  quiet  submission  to 
his  heavenly  Father's  will."' 

**  Servant  of  Christ,  well  June  ! 
Pruiae  be  tby  Dew  employ  j 
And  while  eternal  ages  run, 
lleBt  in  thy  Saviour's  joy." 

Rev.  Austin  Gary  was  the  son  of  James  and  Han- 
nah (Wales)  Gary  ;  born  in  North  Bridgcwater  (now 
Brockton),  Oct.  1,  1S09.  His  early  life  was  marked 
with  amiableness  and  morality,  and  as  is  usual  with 
children  of  pious  parents,  he  was  from  his  early  years 
the  subject  of  serious  impressions.  The  first  he  dis- 
tinctly remembered  was  when  he  was  about  seven 
years  old  ;  but,  as  he  advanced  in  youth,  he  left  the 
Sabbath-school,  as  is  the  dangerous  custom  of  many 
lads  when  they  begin  to  approach  manhood.  From 
that  time,  though  extremely  fond  of  reading,  he  neg- 
lected the  Bible  and  lost  all  relish  for  it.  He  also, 
for  the  pleasure  of  showing  what  he  could  say,  and  of 
provoking  discussion,  allowed  himself  to  advance  ob- 
jections against  its  divine  origin.  As  the  result,  he 
became  skeptical,  and  ultimately  an  atheist,  entirely 
callous  to  religious  impressions.  His  recovery  from 
this  state  was  peculiar  and  striking.  Returning  home 
late  at  night,  he  had  fallen  asleep  in  the  wagon,  as  he 
was  wont  to  do  when  thus  kept  abroad  by  business. 
His  thoughts  had  not  been  turned  to  the  subject  of 
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God's  existence,  or  any  kindred  subject,  eitlier  then 
or  for  some  time  before.  Tlie  niglit  was  cloudy.  As 
he  awoke  and  looked  on  the  dim  objects  about  liiiii,  a 
strong  and  instantaneous  impression  was  on  his  mind, — 
"There  is  a  God.  He  keeps  myself  and  everything 
in  being  ;  he  is  here,  he  is  everywhere."  This  sudden 
and  abiding  conviction  he  ascribed  to  the  Spirit  of 
God.  From  that  time  he  became  the  subject  of  fre- 
Huent  religious  impressions.  He  re-entered  the  Sab- 
bathschool  now  as  a  teacher;  but  the  employment 
only  made  him  wretched  by  conscious  unfitness. 
These  occasional  impressions  and  periods  even  of 
wretchedness  he  concealed.  In  this  state  he  con- 
tinued about  two  years;  at  the  end  of  this  time,  and 
near  the  close  of  a  protracted  meeting,  he  finally  and 
forever  gave  his  heart  to  Christ,  and  openly  avowed 
himself  his  disciple.  Soon  after  this,  in  the  spring 
of  1832  and  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  age,  he 
began  fitting  for  college  with  the  hope  of  entering  the 
ministry.  In  1833  he  entered  Waterville  College, 
Me.,  from  which,  in  the  Sophomore  year,  he  removed 
to  Amherst,  where  he  graduated  with  honor  in  1837. 
The  same  year  he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  E;ist  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  completed  his 
theological  course  in  1840.  He  soon  after  received 
calls  from  three  churches.  He  accepted  that  from 
Sunderland,  where  he  was  ordained  Nov.  11,  1840. 
Here  he  labored  with  great  fidelity  and  success.  He 
enjoyed  two  special  revivals  in  1843  and  1849,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  were  added  to  the  church 
during  his  ministry. 

In  the  autumn  of  1849  it  pleased  God  to  send  dis- 
tressing sickness  on  all  the  members  of  liis  family, 
which  interrupted  his  public  labors.  The  last  time 
he  preached,  he  went  from  the  bedside  of  his  wife, 
then  scarcely  expected  to  recover,  and  preached  ex- 
temporaneously from  tliese  words  :  "  We  all  do  fade 
as  a  leaf."  His  last  public  act  was  on  a  Sabbath  sub- 
sequent to  his  last  sermon,  when  he  left  his  sick 
family  long  enough  to  baptize  six  children.  As  his 
family  became  slightly  better,  worn  out  himself  with 
fatigue  and  anxiety,  he  was  attacked  by  hemorrhage 
from  the  lungs,  followed  by  three  similar  attacks. 
He  became,  however,  more  comfortable,  and  his  phy- 
sician entertained  the  hope  that,  after  a  few  months, 
he  might  be  restored  to  a  measure  of  comfortable 
health  ;  but  a  typhoid  fever  set  iu,  and  he  died  soon 
after,  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  27,  1849,  at  ten  o'clock  P..M., 
aged  forty  years,  after  a  ministry  of  nine  years.  He 
Was  remarkably  winning  in  his  manners,  speedil}'  se- 
curing the  interest  of  a  stranger,  which  was  usually 
increased  and  consolidated  into  friendship  by  further 
acquaintance.     He  was  always  modest  and  unassum- 


I  ing ;  he  was  ardent  in  his  feelings,  firm  and  trust- 
worthy in  his  friendships  ;  he  was  social,  frank,  and 
generous  above  all  shadow  of  meanness  ;   he  was  cmi- 

j  nently  manly,  and  remarkably  unselfisb.  Before  ex- 
periencing religion,  he  was  becoming  more  and  more 

!  ab.^orbed  in  the  love  of  money  ;  he  was  bent  upon 
being  rich,  but  grace  had  effected  a  complete  triumjih 
over  this;  his  heart  was  not  set  on  property  ;  money 
flowed  from  him  freely  for  every  good  ubject.  He 
was  firm  in  his  decisions,  and  in  the  least  as  well  as 
the  greatest  matter,  where  principle  was  at  stake,  ab- 
solutely inflexible,  and  yet  he  maintained  his  ciinvie- 
tions  and  carried  through  his  purpo.-es  with  suuh 
suavity  that  they  who  yielded  to  his  decision  seeniiMl 
almost  to  suppose  that  he  had  yieldtJ  to  them.  Mo 
possessed  sound  judgment  and  strong  common  ^en^^e. 
With  all  his  warmth  of  feeling,  he  had  great  self- 
control  ;  and  few,  if  any,  have  seen  him  thrown  otf 
his  guard  by  even  a  momentary  passion.  He  had 
immense  energy,  and  what  he  undertook  he  would  at 
all  hazards  accomjilish,  and  this,  wiih  his  scrupulous 
fidelity,  caused  any  matters  pertaining  to  the  interests 
of  the  church  which  were  intrusted  to  him  to  be  done 
seasonably  and  thoroughly,  and  in  whatever  he  un- 
dertook he  was  almost  recklessly  unsparing  of  himself. 
His  own  convenience,  interests,  time,  and  health 
seemed  literally  the  last  thing  he  ever  thoui;ht  of. 
Hence  he  was  led  unquestionably  to  an  unjustifiable 
excess  of  labor,  which  the  remonstrances  of  friends 
were  inadequate  to  restrain,  and  which  brought  him 
to  an  untimely  end.  As  a  preacher  and  writer  he 
had  ability,  as  his  prize  tract  on  dancing,  and  his  re- 
port on  the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  show.  His 
peculiar  characteristic  was  unction  ;  he  was  a  son  of 
consolation  rather  than  a  Boanergi.'s  ;  a  John  rather 
than  a  Peter.  He  spoke  to  the  heart,  and  the  [locu- 
liar  warmth  of  his  soul  glowed  in  his  sermons  and 
melted  the  hearts  of  his  hearers.  As  a  Christian,  he 
was  unusually  spiritual.  He  spoke  of  "  tiee  and  loii- 
fiding  intimacy  with  God  in  Christ,  and  comparing 
the  Christian  to  a  little  child  flinging  his  anus  arouml 
his  parent's  ucck,  and  afl'ectionately  whispering  liis 
wants  in  his  ear." 

As  a  pastor,  he  felt  an  absorbing  interest  in  his 
people.  In  his  last  hours  any  reference  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  church  seemed  to  arouse  him  when 
nothing  else  would.  lie  was  one  of  the  must  active 
in  forming  and  executing  plans  to  promote  the  general 
interests  of  the  churches  in  the  county  ;  and  few  men 
of  nine  years'  standing  in  the  ministry  had  been 
called  on  so  many  councils,  or  had  so  great  an  in- 
fluence in  them.  The  following  epitaph  is  on  his 
"fravestone : 
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"His  uniform  Cliristiuii  dcportinent,  his  zeiil,  fijelity,  aiiJ 
success  ill  tbo  Ciiuse  nl"  Christ,  liiive  engnneii  his  memorial  iiu- 
pcrishably  upou  tlie  heai  Is  of  tbuso  who  Itiiow  liiiii. 

"  lilessej  is  tliat  servant  whom  his  Lonl,  when  he  conieth, 
shall  tinil  so  doing.'' 

Hev.  Zaciiariaii  Howard  was  tlieson  of  Robert 
and  Abigail  (S(ieli)  Howard  ;  born  ia  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton),  May  21,  1758.  For  a  short 
time  ho  was  a  =oldicr  in  tlie  Revolutionary  aruiy ; 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1784 ;  settled  iu 
the  ministry  as  successor  of  Rev.  Samuel  Dunbar, 
over  the  First  Church  in  Stoughton,'  1787,  where  he 
died  in  ISOG,  leaving  no  children.  Uis  widow  died 
at  Canton,  March  11, 1856,  aged  ninety-five  years. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Wales  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Polly  (Hobart)  Wales;  born  in  North  Bridgewater 
(now  Brockton),  April  2,  1793  ;  studied  theology  at 
Bangor  Theological  Seminary  ;  settled  in  the  ministry 
at  Belfast,  Me.,  Sept.   26,  1827.     At   the   time  of 
his  entering  the  ministry  the  church  over  which  he 
was  settled  was  supported  partly  by  missionary  aid, 
and  was  iu  a  neighborhood  where  he  met  with  an 
unusual  opposition  from  those  who  differed  from  him 
in  their  belief.     They  were  unusually  hostile  to  the 
faith  his  church  professed.     The  wealth,  fashion,  and 
influence  of  the  place  were  arrayed  against  its  young 
men,   who  were    early   taught  not  to  frequent  their 
house  of  woi-ship.     Seldom  has  a  churcli  sprung  up 
witii  .such  a  strong  opposition  as  the  one  over  which 
he  was  placed.     To  breast  this  influence  and   make 
progress  against  it  they  needed  a  man  of  strength  of 
mind  and  moral  courage.      In   Mr.  Wales  the  church 
found  such  a  man.     He,  having  entered  the  ministry 
late  in  life,  had  the  advantage  of  mature  years.      He 
had  no  fear  of  man  ;   for,  having  been  called  of  God 
to  preach   the  everlasting  gospel,  he  shunned  not  to 
declare  the  counsel  of  God,  however  received  by  men. 
He  warmly  embraced  the  "  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,"— the  faith  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,— not 'doubt- 
ing that  its  faithful  exposition  and  enforcement  were 
God's  appointed  means  of  spiritual  profit.    His  was  no 
time-serving  policy  ;   he  had  not  learned  that  to  win 
souls   tlie  offensive  features  of  divine  truth  must  be 
ignored  or  kept  out  of  sight. 

As  a  speaker,  Mr.  Wales  was  bold,  emphatic,  and 
impressive.  He  grasped  the  truth  with  a  strong 
hand,  and  sent  it  forth  on  its  mission  all  glowing  with 
the  ardor  of  his  own  intense  feeling.  His  honest  pur- 
poses, his  ardent  desire  to  do  good  savingly,  to  bless 
those  to  whom  he  ministered,  could  not  be  doubted. 
He  sought  to  make  his  influence  tell  upon  the  eternal 


'  That  portion  of  Stougliton  where  this  church  is  located  was 
incorporated  inio  a  town  by  the  name  of  Canton,  Feb.  2;J,  1797. 


I  wcdlbeing  of  his  people.     He  was  abundant  in  labor, 
I  preaching  much  in  the  surrounding  towns,  striving  to 
j  win  and  save  wherever  he  went.      He  was  an  earnest 
student,  an  able  preacher,  a  faithful  pastor,  cheerfully 
j  spending  and  being  spent,  that  he  might  enlarge  tlie 
j  boundaries  of   the   Redeemer's   kingdom,   and   bring 
I  glory  to   Him  on  whom  all  his  own   hopes   rcpo.-sed  ; 
!  nor  did  he  labor  in   vain.      While  his   ministry  was 
too  brief  to  reap  large  results,  he  still   made  an  im- 
pression on  the  community  in  favor  of  the  true  gospel 
and  a  faithful  ministry,  whose  influence  is  felt  tu  this 
day;  so  that  the  once  feeble  church   has,  under   his 
and  his  successors'  instrumentality,  gathered  courage 
and  strength  till  it  has  grown   to  be  one  of  the  able 
churches  of  that  vicinity.     In  stature  Mr.  Wales  was 
above  the  medium  ;   he  had  a  manly  countenance  and 
dignified  bearing ;  the  sight  of  him  inspired   respect. 
In  the  warm  season   of  1828,  while  returning  home 
from  a  public  meeting,  he  took  a  severe  cold,  which 
fastened  upon  his  lungs  and  brought  on  consumption. 
His  disease  baffled  medical  skill  and  the  most  assidu- 
ous care.      He   gradually  declined   till,  on   the  20th 
day  of  January,  1829,  he  sunk  peacefully  to  rest,  and 
a  rising  light  was  thus  early  quenched.      His  early 
death  was  one  of  those  mysterious  providences  that 
try  the  faith,  and  one  which   was  sincerely  mourned 
by  the  people  of  his  charge  and  by  numerous  friends. 
"  Blessed  are  the  dead  wlio  die  in  the  Lord."     "  The 
memory  of  the  just  is  blessed."     Says  one  who  was 
an  intimate  friend, — 

"  My  recollections  of  Mr.  Wales  are  very  pleasant, 
and  I  cherish  great  respect  for  his  memory,  and  as 
being  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  power." 

Rev.  M.\ttue\v  Kingman  is  the  son  of  Eliphalet 
and  Zilpha  (Edson)  Kingman;  born  in  Brockton, 
Feb.  24,  1807.  He  was  engaged  in  early  life  in 
teaching  school ;  studied  theology  at  Giliuanion, 
N.  H.;  was  afterward  agent  of  that  institution  for 
one  year;  was  ordained  in  the  ministry  June  26, 
1845,  at  Bethel,  Vt. ;  dismissed  from  there  April  19, 
1854  ;  was  installed  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  Charlemont,  Mass.,  June  C,  1854.  While 
preaching  at  Bethel,  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
was  conferred  upon  him. 

TaoMAs  Jefferson  Snow  was  the  son  of  Jona- 
than and  Huldah  Snow;  born  Feb.  21, 1802,  in  that 
part  of  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  called 
Northwest  Bridgewater,  or  West  Shares  (now  Brock- 
ton Heights).  He  had  early  iu  life  acquired  a  fond- 
ness for  books,  and  his  parents,  discovering  that  he 
had  more  than  ordinary  thinking  powers  and  a  desire 
for  learning,  decided  to  give  him  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion ;  he  fitted  for  college  under  the  tuition  of  Dr. 
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Caleb  Swan,  of  Eoston,  Mass.,  auJ  Thoiuas  Tolman, 
E-ij.,  of  CaotOQ,  Mass.;  he  eutercd  Brown  Univer- 
sity, Providenue,  R.  I.,  a  year  in  advance,  and  gradu- 
ated in  1825,  with  the  usual  honors.  His  natural 
inclinations  were  of  a  literary  order.  He  never  pub- 
lished works  of  any  kind,  but  was  frequently  em- 
ployed to  deliver  lectures.  The  most  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  teaching,  with  the  exception  of  three  years. 
He  was  a  Very  successful  teacher.  He  was  first  prin- 
cipal of  Hiiigham  Academy  ;  afterwards  principal  of 
Franklin  Higli  School,  ia  Nantucket,  Mass.  ;  he  then 
accepted  the  principalship  of  the  Milton  Academy, 
Milton,  Mass.,  where  he  taught  six  years,  and  was 
elected  honorary  member  of  Harvard  College.  This 
po.-^ition  he  resigned  lur  the  purpose  of  removing 
West,  which  was  in  1835,  when  he  moved  to  Michi- 
gan City,  in  the  northern  part  of  Indiana ;  from 
thence  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  where  he  resided 
twelve  years,  teaching  and  educating  his  sons  ;  but 
fearing  to  have  his  sons  brought  up  and  coming 
under  the  influence  of  slavery,  he  removed  to  Illinois 
in  1851.  He  opened  a  school  the  same  year  in  Pe- 
oria, where  he  taught  till  his  death,  Oct.  6,  1851,  aged 
forty-nine  years.  He  was  buried  in  the  Masonic 
Cemetery  with  the  honors  of  that  order.  He  held 
the  oflice  of  Royal  Arch  JIason.  He  left  a  wife  and 
seven  children  to  mourn  his  loss  as  a  kind  friend,  a 
good  teacher,  and  good  counselor ;  he  was  a  warm 
receiver  and  linn  advocate  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
New  Jerusalem  Church.  His  eldest  son.  Hector  0. 
Snow,  was  formerly  professor  in  Shelby ville  College; 
alao  professor  in  the  commercial  colleges,  Chicago, 
and  is  now  principal  of  the  Tazewell  High  School, 
Tazewell  County,  111.  ;  his  second  son,  Oriu  T.  Snow, 
is  principal  of  Batavia  High  School,  Kane  County, 
III. ;  Croyden  P.  Snow  is  principal  of  the  Second 
District  Grammar  School,  Peoria,  111. ;  Hermau  W. 
Snow  was  a  teacher  in  the  last-named  school  for  seven 
years,  when  he  resigned  to  enter  upon  the  profession 
of  law,  and  is  now  settled  in  Peoria,  111.,  attorney-at- 
law,  member  of  Peoria  bar. 

Rkv.  Samukl  FuLLEii  Dike  is  the  son  of  Samuel 
and  Betsey  (Burrill)  Dike;  was  born  in  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton),  March  17,  1815  ;  fitted  for  col- 
lege under  the  instruction  of  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington, 
and  at  the  Weymouth  and  Braintree  Academy,  Samuel 
T.  Worcester  instructor,  and  the  Bridgewatcr  Acad- 
emy, Hon.  John  Shaw  instructor;  entered  Brown 
University,  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1834;  graduated  in 
ISllS;  was  a  preceptor  of  Yarmouth  Academy,  Yar- 
mouth Port,  Mass.,  one  and  a  half  years;  studied 
theology  with  Rev.  Thomas  Worcester,  of  Boston ; 
completed  his  studies  for  the  ministry  in  1840  ;   was 


ordained  as  minister  of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church 
at  the  session  of  the  General  Convention  of  New 
Jerusalem  Churches,  at  Philadelphia,  June  7,  1840, 
by  Rev.  Thomas  Worcester,  of  Boston  ;  commenced 
preaching  as  a  candidate  in  Bath,  Me  ,  June  14,  1840. 
At  the  end  of  the  same  year  he  received  a  call  to  settle 
with  the  society  where  he  now  labors;  this  call  he 
accepted,  and  was  duly  installed  Sunday,  Oct.  10, 
1841.  He  has  continued  his  labors  of  love  to  that 
church  and  society  to  the  present  time.  On  the  Sab- 
bath, June  13,  1847,  he  was  made  an  ordaining  min- 
ister of  the  New  Jerusalem  Churches  by  the  General 
Convention  holden  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He 
has  been  president  of  the  Maine  and  New  Ilamp.ihire 
Association  of  the  New  Jerusalem  Churches  fur  nearly 
twenty  years;  also  superintendent  of  the  public  s(!liools 
of  Bath  for  over  twenty  years,  from  1847. 

Frederick  Crafts,  A.M  ,  was  the  son  of  Rev. 
Thomas  and  Polly  (Porter;  Crafts,  born  June  5,  1797. 
In  early  life  he  resided  in  the  West  Parish  of  JMid- 
dleboro',  Mass.,  of  which  his  father  was  pastor  ;  he 
fitted  for  college  at  Pierce  Academy,  Middleboro'  ; 
graduated  at  Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I.,  in 
1816;  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Plymouth  County.  He  soon  left  the  practice  of  law, 
and  after  teaching  at  Boston,  Taunton,  and  other 
places  was  appointed  principal  of  the  Bridgewatcr 
Academy,  where  he  remained  till  1861,  when  he  re- 
signed. He  was  a  resident  of  Bridgewatcr  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Deacon  Hejian  P.\.ckard,  born  in  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton  j  about  1800;  was  the  sou  of  Levi 
and  Ruth  (Snow)  Packard;  resided  in  that  town  teach- 
ing school  for  many  years  ;  at  length,  his  health  being 
such  that  he  could  not  reside  in  the  northern  climate, 
he  engaged  in  traveling  as  colporteur  ;  for  four  years 
he  distributed  tracts  up  and  down  the  Jli.ssissippi 
amouir  the  flatboat-  and  rafts-men  coming  down  the 
river.  In  the  year  1842  he  was  appointed  colporteur 
for  the  American  Bible  Society  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  afterwards  receiving  the  agency  of  the 
Southwest  Bible  Society  and  American  Sunday-School 
Union,  also  of  the  Presbyteriau  Board  of  Publieatiou. 
He  was  a  warm-hearted,  devoted  Christian  man,  whose 
whole  aim  and  purpose  seemed  to  be  devoted  to  doing 
good,  cheerfully  giving  of  his  time  and  substance  to 
that  object.  He  left  his  native  town  about  the  year 
1838  or  1840,  having  spent  about  twenty  years  in  his 
labor  of  love.  He  died  Jan.  12,  1858,  at  New  Orleans. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Bible  Society,  lield  at  New  Or- 
leans on  the  day  of  his  death,  resolutions  were  passed 
expressive  of  the  sorrow  for  the  friends  of  the  departed, 
also,  "  that  in  his  death  the  society  has  lost  one  of  its 
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beat  und  truest  fiieuds  and  servants.  So  long  as  he 
lived  we  always  folt  that  it  had  tiie  earnest,  I'aitht'ul, 
effectual,  and  fervent  prayers  of  a  righteous  man 
ascending  to  the  throne  of  God's  grace  in  its  behalf." 

Rkv.  Auel  Kingman  Pack.\rd  is  the  son  of 
Deacon  Simeon  and  Harmony  (Kingman)  Packard; 
was  born  in  North  Bridgewater(uow  Brockton)  March 
19,  ISlio  ;  became  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Brockton,  Nov.  G,  I80G  ;  graduated 
at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  August,  1841  ;  en- 
tered Amherst  College  the  same  year,  and  graduated 
Aug.  14,  1845  ;  became  principal  of  an  academy  at 
Millbury,  Mass.,  where  lie  remained  two  years  ;  grad- 
uated at  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover, 
Mass.,  Sept.  4,  1850  ;  was  a  resident-licentiate  and 
student  one  year  ;  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Yarmouth,  Mass.,  Dec.  16,  1851  ; 
was  dismisMcd,  at  his  own  request,  Oct.  17,  1859,  and 
removed  immediately  to  Minnesota  ;  supplied  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  St.  Anthony  six  mouths,  during 
the  absence  of  their  pastor,  and  waa  installed  pastor 
of  the  chui'ch  at  Anoka,  Minn.,  June  14,  18G0,  where 
he  now  resides. 

Rev.  Lysander  Dickehman  is  the  son  of  Ly- 
man and  Vienna  (Sproat)  Dickerman  ;  born  in  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  June  8,  1825;  began 
a  preparatory  course  of  study  with  the  Rev.  Paul 
Couch,  of  that  town ;  entered  Pliillips  Academy, 
Andover,  Ma.ss.,  uuder  the  care  of  Samuel  H.  Taylor, 
LL.D.  In  the  autumn  of  1847  he  entered  the 
Fresiimau  Class  of  Brown  University,  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  graduated  in  1851  ;  was  principal  of 
Rockingiiam  Academy,  Hampton  Falls,  N.  H.,  two 
years;  entered  tiie  Theological  Seminary,  Andover, 
Mass.,  in  1853,  and  graduated  in  IS5G.  And  on 
leaving  the  seminary,  his  health  being  poor,  he  was 
not  settled  till  April  29,  1858,  when  he  was  ordained 
and  installed  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Gloucester,  Mass. ;  was  dismissed  by  an  ecclesiastical 
council  from  the  pastorate  of  that  church  Jan.  19, 
1860,  and  Was  installed  as  pastor  over  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  Society  in  Weymouth,  where  Rev. 
Jonas  Pcikiiis  had  preached  for  forty-six  years,  Jan. 
17,  ISlll. 

Rev.  Zenas  P.  Wild  was  bom  in  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton),  Oct.  16,  1818;  united  with 
the  church  under  the  care  of  Rev.  John  Dwight,  at 
Campello,  Mass.,  1837;  fitted  for  college  at  Pierce 
Academy,  Middleboro' ;  became  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  North  Randolph,  Mass.,  and  was 
there  licensed  to  preach  ;  afterwards  studied  theology 
at  Thomaston  and  Waterville,  Me.,  also  with  Rev.  E. 
B.  Smith,  D.D.,  of  New  Hampton,  N.  H.,  and  Rev. 


John  Newton  Brown,  D.D.,  graduating  in  1844.  He 
then  received  an  invitation  to  preach  at  Union ville 
(now  Ashland),  Mass.,  where  he  was  ordained  in 
March,  1845.  With  this  people  he  remained  two 
years,  laboring  with  great  success,  large  numbers 
being  added  to  the  list  of  church  members.  He  next 
became  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Marblehead, 
Mass.,  remaining  there  two  years.  Receiving  a  call 
to  settle  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Rowley,  Mass., 
he  remained  with  them  three  years,  with  satisfactory 
results;  was  pastor  of  the  Bapti-it  Churcii  in  Billerica, 
Mass.,  two  years  ;  since  then  settled  at  West  Buyl.iton, 
Mass. ;  from  thence  he  removed  to  New  York,  where 
he  labored  as  pastor  for  four  years,  when,  his  health 
failing,  he  resigned  the  oflSce  of  pastor  and  received 
an  appointment  from  the  City  Tract  Society  as  city 
missionary  April,  1860,  where  he  now  resides. 

Rev.  Azariah  B.  Wiieelee  is  the  son  of  Beriah 
and  Lucy  Wheeler,  of  East  Haddam,  Conn.  ;  born 
March  23,  1817.  He  pursued  his  academic  studies 
at  the  East  Haddam  Academy  ;  was  ordained  in  the 
ministry  in  1840.  After  preaching  in  various  places, 
he  was  stationed  at  Brockton  as  pastor  of  the  Second 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  April,  1851.  He 
has  held  several  public  offices  ;  at  one  time  was  presi- 
dent of  the  North  Bridgewater  Loan  Fund  Associa- 
tion. In  1855  he  was  a  representative  to  the  General 
Court  from  North  Bridgewater.  In  1856  was  senator 
from  Plymouth  County,  also  a  member  of  the  Fremont 
Electoral  College. 

Rev.  Adelbert  Franklin  Keith  is  the  son  of 
Franklin  and  Betsy  (Bailey)  Keith,  born  in  Cam- 
pello Aug.  2,  1841.  After  usual  studies  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  village,  Mr.  Keith  fitted  for  college  in 
the  North  Bridgewater  Academy,  and  became  a  clerk 
for  three  years  in  the  Treasury  Department  at  Wash- 
ington ;  afterward  studied  theology  in  the  seminary  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  graduating  in  1870  ;  settled  in  Wind- 
ham, Conn.,  from  1870-1375 ;  in  Danielsonville, 
Conn.,  1875-1877  ;  in  North  Providence,  1877-1884. 

Professor  Henry  Bradford  Nason.  son  of 
Elias  and  Susanna  (Keith)  Nason,  of  Campello,  was 
born  June  22,  1831  ;  fitted  for  college  at  Adelphian 
Academy  at  Brockton  and  Williston  Seminary,  l<]ast 
Hampton,  Mass.  ;  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in 
1855,  and  Giittingcn  in  1857;  and,  after  extensive 
study  in  this  and  foreign  countries,  became  manager 
of  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  of  Troy, 
N.  Y.  He  is  also  a  skillful  chemist,  as  well  as 
author. 

Hon.  Otis  Cary,  son  of  James  and  Hannah 
(Wales)  Gary,  was  born  in  Brockton  June  14,  18U4. 
He   has   been   a  very  active  and  successful   business 
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man,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  castings 
anJ  foundry  business.  He  lias  been  selectman  of 
Fo.xboro'  for  several  years,  and  represented  tliat  town 
in  the  Legislature  in  18U0  auJ  IStil  ;  senator  from 
Norfolk  County  in  1.'5G.j-G4,  justice  of  the  peace 
since  1852,  president  of  Savings-Bank  in  Foxboro', 
also  of  the  Loan  Fund  A.s.sociation,  and  vice-president 
of  the  Norfolk  County  Agricultural  Soeieiy. 

Augustus  T.  Jones,  A.iM.,  was  bom  in  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  JLiy  21,  1832  ;  fined 
for  college  at  Adelphian  Academy  and  at  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover,  Mass. ;  entered  Amherst  College 
September,  1854,  where  he  remained  two  years  ;  en- 
tered junior  class  at  Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Conn., 
September,  185G,  and  graduated  in  July,  1858;  had 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  conferred  upon  him  in 
1862  ;  was  principal  of  high  school  at  Williamsburgh, 
Mass.,  from  18G0  to  1862 ;  began  to  publish  the 
North  Biidgewuter  Gazette  in  September,  1863,  of 
which  he  was  publisher  and  editor  till  Sept.  1,  1884. 
He  has  also  been  postmaster  of  Brockton. 

Hem  AN  Packard  De  Foiiest'  is  the  son  of  Isaac 
aud  Jane  Baker  (  Packard)  Packard,  born  Aug.  20, 
1839.  After  receiving  the  usual  commou-school 
education  in  his  native  school  district,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  entered  the  North  Bridgewater  Academy, 
whicii  had  then  been  in  existence  but  a  sliort  time; 
commenced  fitting  for  college  in  the  fall  of  185G ; 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  July,  1862;  entered 
Yale  Theological  Seminary  in  September,  1863.  Mr. 
I>e  Forest  is  now  an  Orthodox  clergyman  ;  was  in- 
stalled at  Westboro',  Mass.,  Aug.  10,  1871. 

S.  D.  Hunt  was  born  in  Sudbury,  Ma.ss.,  June  8, 
1823;  son  of  Sewall  Hunt;  received  his  education 
at  the  academies  in  Derry,  N.  H.,  and  Fniminghara, 
Mass.  ;  taught  high  school  at  Concord,  Mass.,  eight 
years,  ending  1854;  removed  to  North  Bridgewater 
(now  Brockton),  and  established  the  North  Bridge- 
water  Academy  in  1855. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 

BENJAMIN  KINliMAN. 

Benjamin  Kingman  was  the  third  son  of  Scth  and 

Juditli  (Washburn)  Kingman.      He  was  born  in  the 

North   Parish  of  the  old  town  of  Bridgewater,  now 

Brockton,  Dec.   3,  1793,  and,  like  most  men  in   his 

^  The  Duiiie  of  De  Foruat  id  an  iLcluptcd  namo  ia  lionor  uf 
DaviU  C.  Du  Furest,  wbo  ha.il  lett  a  sum  of  uiouey  to  Yule  Col- 
lc;;c  to  be  appropriated  to  tlio  education  of  thoau  who  shuuM 
.idupt  bis  uuuic. 


day,  worked  upon  the  old  homestead  farm,  which  he 
afterwards  owned,  situated  in  what  is  well  known  as 
the  Kingman  neighborhood,  on  Summer  Street,  in  the 
easterly  section  of  the  city  of  Brockton.  Besides  the 
service  rendered  to  his  father  on  the  farm  during  the 
summer  season,  he  with  his  brothers  spent,  their 
leisure  time  during  the  days  and  long  winter  evenings 
by  hammering  and  making  wrought  nails,  then  the 
only  nail  used  which  were  all  made  by  hand.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  he  commenced  his  apprentice- 
ship with  Josiah  Perkins,  near  his  house,  tu  learn 
the  blacksmith  trade.  U[h)ii  arriving  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  he  embarked  in  trade,  keeping  a  variety 
store  in  the  house  now  standing  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Chestnut  Streets,  formerly  the  residLMiee 
of  the  late  Isaac  Keith,  in  Cauipello.  He  afterwards 
removed  his  business  to  the  store  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Belmout  Streets,  now  occupied  by  Hotel 
Belmont. 

While  engaged  in  trade  at  the  latter  place,  about; 
1821,  the  year  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of 
North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  he  CDmuienced 
the  manufacture  of  shoes  for  the  wholesale  trade,  and 
was  one  of  the  earliest  manufacturers  in  this  city. 
During  the  winter  season  he  would  go  to  Savannah, 
Ga.,  to  sell  his  goods,  where  he  had  a  store,  and  at 
the  time  of  the  great  fire,  in  which  a  large  portion  of 
the  city  was  destroyed,  his  was  the  only  one  in  his 
section  that  was  saved.  He  afterwards  spent  one  win- 
ter in  Cuba,  West  Indies,  selling  his  goods. 

In  1812  he  was  a  member  of  Capt.  Nehemiah 
Lincoln's  company  of  militia,  and  was  called  to  do 
duty  at  Plymouth.  His  widow  now  draws  a  pension 
for  the  same  He  was  the  first  person  eugaged  in  the 
sale  of  lumber  in  the  town.  He  opem.-d  a  lumber- 
yard on  the  land  now  occupied  by  the  brick  dwelling- 
house  of  the  late  Hon.  Edward  Southwurth,  on  Main 
Street.  He  was  also  engaged  in  building  houses  on 
contract.  When  the  third  meeting-house  was  erected, 
in  1827,  Mr.  Kingman  was  the  most  active  member 
of  the  building  committee,  and  was  the  agent  to  carry 
out  all  the  plana  io  removing  the  old  church  and 
building  the  new,  and  at  the  dedication  of  the  same 
he  was  on  the  committee  of  arrangements.  Aug.  Id, 
1835,  he  was  appointed  agent  to  build  the  parsonage 
house  for  the  First  Congregational  Church,  which 
stood  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  "  Perkins'  Brick 
Block." 

In  1833,  in  company  with  Bela  Keith,  Eif(.,  Mr. 
Kingman  built  the  public-house,  which  was  tlie  only 
one  in  the  city  for  a  long  time,  and  recently  destroyed 
by  fire,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  School  Streets,  now 
occupied  by  "  Washburn's  Block.  "      He  was  the  first 


J£ 


sy  .i 


i-t^ 


C^^^TT^^^^r^t-^C^rt—   . 


t^/ 


.i/L^;€. 


t^t^y^-^ 


O 


HISTORY   OF   BROCKTON. 


7G5 


proprietor,  where  he  remaiucd  but  u  few  years.  At 
uiiothor  time  he  became  joint  owuer  of  the  public- 
house  uow  koowQ  as  the  IJyland  House,  in  Bridge- 
water. 

Id  all  tjie  walks  of  private  aud  daily  life,  Mr.  Kiug- 
uian  was  highly  respected  as  a  citizeu,  uuoatentatious, 
quiet,  honest,  and  decided.  He  was  possessed  of  an 
active  mind,  and  was  very  communicative  to  others 
aud  highly  enjoyed  life,  fond  of  society,  and  felt  a 
deep  interest  in  all  the  groat  topics  of  the  day.  A 
])erson  of  excellent  judgment,  calm  aud  considerate 
in  all  of  his  movements,  his  conduct  was  prudent 
and  discreet,  and  in  public  affairs  ever  reliable.  He 
seldom  took  part  iu  the  strife  of  political  life,  except- 
ing as  a  voter,  but  was  always  firm  as  a  Whig  and 
unwavering  aa  a  Republican. 

That  he  enjoyed  the  full  coufideuce  of  his  fellow- 
citizcus  may  be  seen  in  his  having  frequently  been 
called  to  till  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
He  was  promineut  in  all  the  public  affairs  of  his 
native  town,  and  tilled  nearly  all  the  offices  in  the 
gift  of  the  town.  He  was  one  of  the  selectmen, 
overseers  of  the  poor,  represented  the  town  in  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  aud  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years  was  a  deputy  slieriff  for  the  county  of  Plym- 
outh. He  was  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  Ran- 
dolph aud  Bridgewater  Railroad  corporation,  uow 
merged  into,  aud  forming  a  portion  of,  the  preseut 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company.  At  the  time  of  the 
incorporation  of  the  first  bank  of  discount  in  the 
city,  Mr.  Kingman  was  the  chief  promoter  aud 
organizer,  and  became  one  of  its  directors.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  an  agent  and  director  of  the 
Hiughauj  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Conjpany. 

Although  Mr.  Kingman  never  made  any  public 
profession  of  religion  and  belonged  to  no  particular 
denomination,  yet  there  was  no  person  more  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  and  success  in  the  First  Parish 
than  he.  In  his  early  life,  and  almost  to  the  close,  he 
was  a  regular  attendant  on  the  public  services  of  the 
sanctuary,  and  had  a  deep  interest  iu  its  prosperity.  He 
was  the  principal  man  iu  maintaining  the  legal  rights 
of  the  parish,  in  court  and  out,  during  the  long  term 
that  the  same  was  iu  litigatiou  ;  aud  in  the  settlement 
of  all  matters  pcrtaiuing  to  the  same,  where  there 
were  any  differences,  he  was  the  leading  spirit.  lie 
was  the  principal  in  building  and  completion  of  the 
present  elegaut  meeting-house,  erected  in  1854. 

Mr.  Kingman  passed  peacefully  away  from  the 
scenes  of  earth  on  the  18th  of  -\pril,  1870,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years. 

His  iuterest  iu  the  parish  matters  as  a  public  officer 
ceased  by  his  resignation,  May  14,  18C0,  upon   the 


reception  of  which  the  society  passed  the  following 
resolutions,  which  we  find  on  their  records  : 

"  Whereas,  by  the  resignntion  of  BenJamiD  KingmaD,  in  the 
oUice  of  Cbuiruian  of  the  Standing  Couimittee  of  this  parish, 
fitter  having  filled  the  same  for  u  long  series  of  yours,  and 
therein  acted  a  prominent  part  in  our  history  as  a  jiarisb,  \ye, 
the  niembera  of  the  Parish,  are  led  to  consider  the  energy,  tlie 
large  experience,  the  sound  judgment,  and  the  public  spirit 
which  he  has  manifested  in  the  discbarge  of  tUo  duties  of  tbiit 
office ;  now,  therefore, 

'*  Renoltied,  That  his  services  in  said  ollice  are  entitled  to  our 
grateful  acknovvledguicnts,  and  that  wo  deem  it  a  just  and 
proper  act,  as  well  as  a  pleasant  one,  to  place  upon  the  record 
this  testimonial  of  our  appreciation  of  those  services  and  of  the 
benefits  resulting  to  us  therefrom. 

"Jo.VATiiAN  White, 
"Jonas  R.  Pkuki.vs, 
"William  F.  Brett, 

"  Committee.^' 


HENRY  SOUTUWOKTH. 
The  Southworth  family  is  one  of  the  most  ancient 
in  the  commonwealth,  Widow  Alice  Southworth 
having  arrived  at  Plymouth  in  the  ship  "Ann," 
August,  1623.  Her  two  sons  arrived  in  1U2S,  and 
both  became  distinguished  men  in  the  Old  Colony. 
The  widow  married  Governor  William  Bradford. 
The  line  of  descent  to  the  subject  of  our  memoir  is 
as  follows :  Constaut,  Edward,  Edward,  Perez,  and 
Martin,  who  was  born  Jan.  2, 1788,  and  married  Ruth 
Packard  Nov.  11,  1811,  and  had  four  ehilJtcn,  ol" 
whom  Henry  was  the  third. 

Henry  Southworth  was  born  in  North  Bridge- 
water,  Jan.  12,  1820.  He  was  always  a  resident  of 
this  place,  as  his  father  was  before  him,  and  was 
noted  all  through  life  for  his  sterling  integrity,  hon- 
esty of  purpose,  and  his  high  standing  as  a  man  aud 
a  citizen.  He  was  a  man  of  few  words,  but  of  sound 
judgment,  and  he  will  be  long  remembered  by  those 
with  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  associate.  In  early 
life  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  but  at  the 
age  of  thirty,  after  a  short  connection  with  a  .^tore  at 
Factory  Village  (now  Salisbury  Square),  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  late  William  F.  Brett,  a  prominent 
merchant  in  this  place,  with  whom  he  remained  sev- 
eral years.  In  18Cl,just  after  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Rebellion,  Mr.  Southworth  went  iuto  partnership 
with  E.  0.  Noyes  in  the  hardware  and  grocery  busi- 
j  uess,  under  the  firm-name  of  Southworth  &  Noyes. 
His  connection  with  the  firm  extended  over  a  period 
I  of  fourteen  years,  until  1875,  when  he  retired  from 
i  active  business  life  and  engaged  iu  the  management 
of  his  home  estate.  In  1877,  Mr.  Southworth  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  one  year.     In   1882  he  was 
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chosen  a  member  of  the  Corumon  Council  from  Ward 
Six  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
John  W.  Porter,  and  in  1SS3  was  elected  assistant 
assessor  for  his  ward.  His  was  the  first  death  which 
had  taken  place  among  those  that  constituted  the  first 
city  government  of  Brockton,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  of  1882  these  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

'•  WiiKiiKAs,  Our  former  :isaociate  in  the  ComuiOD  Council  of 
1S32,  Henry  Soutbwortli,  1ms  been  called  by  Ueatb  from  ilie 
iuene  of  \us  curtbly  labors; 

"  JleavUed,  That  we  see  in  this  (lispen^ation  of  Providence 
the  band  of  hiui  who  indeed  'moves  in  a  mysterious  way,'  but 
whose  works  arc  done  in  righteousness  and  wisdom. 

•'  UeauUcd,  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Southworth  the  city  has 
lust  one  who  was  ever  true  to  its  best  interests,  whose  counsels 
and  services  in  the  official  stations  to  which  he  was  repeatedly 
culled  were  given  with  an  honest  jmrpose,  and  with  a  cai-eful 
judgment  that  always  aimed  for  the  highest  welfare  of  the 
people. 

*'  Jttatthed,  That  it  is  with  a  deep  sense  of  our  pergonal  loss 
that  we  note  the  first  death  in  the  number  of  those  who  were 
a.-aociated  together  in  the  (irst  city  governiocnt  of  Urockton, 
and  that  we  cherish  the  memory  of  him  who  has  fallen  as  one 
that  was  faithful  in  the  duties  that  were  laid  upon  him,  ready 
to  bear  bis  part  in  the  responsibilities  of  the  untried  course 
through  which  we  walked,  courteous  in  his  intercourse  with  all 
his  fellow-members,  and  exhibiting  an  integrity  of  life  that 
gave  respect  and  cliaracter  to  the  body  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 

**  lienolved,  That  we  choose  a  delegation  to  attend  his  funeral, 
and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented  to  bis  ulllicted 
family,  with  the  assurance  of  our  heartfelt  sy  uipathy  in  this  the 
hour  of  their  great  sorrow." 

He  died  May  20,  1883.  Jan.  15,  1846,  Mr. 
Southworth  united  in  marriage  with  Eleanor  Clark, 
daughter  of  Azel  and  Pamela  (Reynolds)  Packard, 
and  their  family  consists  of  the  following:  E.  Brad- 
ford, M.  Norman,  and  R.  Minnebel,  all  of  whom  re- 
side in  Brockton.  The  sous,  in  connection  with  other 
parties,  are  proprietors  and  sole  manufacturers  of  the 
patent  duplex  shipping  tags,  under  the  name  of  the 
Duplex  Tag  Company. 

Henry  Southworth  always  resided  in  his  native 
town,  and  secured  a  strong  hold  upon  the  affections 
of  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  died  as  he  had  lived,  one 
of  Brockton's  most  honored  and  esteemed  citizens. 


BELA  KEITH. 
Bela  Keith,  sou  of  Benjamin  and  Martha  (Cary) 
Keith,  was  boru  in  Cuinpello,  tlieu  Bridguwater,  Peb. 
2,  1793.  He  was  a  branch  of  the  numerous  and 
honored  Keith  family  who  were  descended  from  Rev. 
James  Keith,  the  first  ordained  niinislcr  in  Bridgo- 
water.  The  line  of  descent  is  as  follows  :  Rev.  James, 
Timothy,  Timothy,  Levi,  Benjamiu,  and  Belu. 


From  early  manhood  till  his  death  Bela  Keith  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  Cam- 
pello,  and  was  an  active  worker  in  all  measures  which 
had  for  their  object  the  advancement  of  the  social, 
material,  and  religious  welfare  of  the  town.  He  was 
a  carpenter  and  builder  by  occupation,  and  carried  ou 
a  large  business  in  the  erection  of  residences,  churches, 
etc.  He  built  the  second  church  edifice  bcloiiiiing  to 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Brockton,  and  also  the 
first  house  of  worship  at  Campello.  Mr.  Keith  also 
owned  a  farm  at  Campello,  upon  which  a  portiou  of 
the  village  is  now  located.  He  was  a  safe  and  pru- 
dent man  to  trust  in  the  management  of  town  afl'aiis, 
and  as  early  as  1837  he  was  commissioned  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  was  chosen  selectman  in  1845,  and 
again  in  1848-51  and  1854,  and  was  also  assessor  and 
overseer  of  the  poor  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  all 
of  these  various  oflBcial  positions  he  discharged  their 
duties  with  an  eye  single  to  the  public  good,  and  died 
honored  and  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizeus,  and  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  relatives.  He  was  a  con- 
sistent Christian,  and  one  of  the  principal  founders  of 
the  South  Congregational  Society.  He  died  Sept.  6, 
1867. 

Jan.  1,  1821,  Mr.  Keith  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Judith  Kingman,  and 
their  family  consisted  of  the  following:  Lewis,  bora 
Nov.  12,  1821,  married  first  Charlotte  L.  White,  of 
Mansfield,  and  second,  June  5, 1855,  Mariet  White,  of 
Norton, — he  died  June  11,  1859;  Seth  Kingman, 
boru  Sept.  23,  1823,  died  Aug.  12,  1825;  llcnry 
Kingman,  born  Dee.  17,  I82G,  married  Vesta  S. 
Cary,  July  18,  1847;  Mary  Kingman,  born  Oct.  12, 
1828;  Louisa,  born  Sept.  20,  1830,  married  Simeon 
Franklin  Packard,  Jan.  25,  1855;  Ellen  Sherman, 
born  Sept.  16,  1836,  married  Jonas  Reynolds,  Nov. 
29,  1866. 


JOHN  WASHUUUN  KINGMAN. 

John  Washburn  Kingman  was  born  in  that  portion 
of  the  old  North  Parish  of  Bridgewater,  afterwards 
known  us  North  Bridgewater — now  the  city  of  Brock- 
ton— July  24,  1804.  He  was  the  son  of  Seth  and 
Judith  (Washburn)  Kingman.  His  father  being  a 
farmer,  he  was  early  taught  to  work  u])un  the  faini 
and  assist  in  the  labors  incident  to  a  farmer's  life. 
When  he  arrived  at  a  proper  age  to  learn  a  trade  he 
was  placed  under  the  care  and  apprenticeship  of  hi.s 
brother  Abiel  Kingman,  who  was  a  manufacturer  of 
cabinet  furniture  in  the  Kingman  neighborhood,  near 
the   place  of  his  birth,  on   Summer  Street.      In   the 
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spring  of  1S31  he  removed  to  Reading,  Mass.,  to  take 
the  management  of  his  brother  Henry's  business,  who 
was  also  a  maoufacturcr  of  cabinet  furniture  in  that 
town.  There  he  remained  for  two  years,  when  he 
returned  to  liis  native  town.  About  that  time  Marcus 
Sliaw  commenced  tlie  manufacture  of  rolling  machines 
for  the  purpose  of  hardening  leather,  thus  superseding 
the  old  method  of  using  the  hammer  and  lap-stoiie  iu 
the  making  of  boots  and  shoes.  Mr.  Kingman  pur- 
chased his  interest  in  that  business,  and  after  making 
several  improvements  he  continued  making  these 
machines  and  supplying  the  shoemakers  throughout 
Plyuioutli  County  and  surrounding  towns.  In  this 
business  he  continued  successfully  for  several  years, 
when  he  sold  the  same  to  his  son-in-law.  Welcome  H. 
Wales,  Esq.,  who  continued  the  same  for  a  few  years, 
and  who  sold  to  Gustavus  H.  Farrar. 

Mr.  Kingman  was  appointed  ensign  in  the  militia 
of  Massachusetts  July  15,  1825  ;  captain,  July  4, 
1828.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  care  of  his  real  estate. 

He  became  an  active  member  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  at  an  early  age,  and  was  often  called 
to  advise  and  assist  in  its  management,  in  which  he 
took  a  deep  interest. 

In  the  days  when  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery  was  unpopular,  he  was  one  of  the  most  active 
and  strongest  sustainers  of  the  principles  advocated  by 
Garrison,  Phillips,  Douglass,  and  others,  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  colored  race,  and  lived  to  see  four  mil- 
lions of  slaves  liberated  from  the  thraldom  of  slavery. 
As  a  promoter  of  good  morals  and  advocate  of  all 
social  reforms  of  the  times,  he  has  left  no  uncertain 
record.  He  died  Jan  30,  1876.  Of  the  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  church  of  which  he  was 
a  member,  we  find  the  following  record : 

"  Our  liuavenly  Futher  having  taken  from  our  midst  Brother 
John  \V.  Kinj^ujan,  we  liesire  lo  place  upon  record  some  ex- 
pression uf  our  feelinji  of  loaa.     AVe  shall   miss  him  from  his 
seat  in  tlie  sanctuary,  from  his  pluco  in  our  social  meetings  and 
Sabbuth-school,  and  iu  his  earnest  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interest  ol'  this  church  and   society  in  every  department  of  his 
work.     For  many  years  he  has  stood  as  a  louder,  devoting  a 
full  share  of  that  energy  for  which  he  wa.s  marked  to  the  de-   1 
fense  of  the  Truth  as  held  by  this  church.     Devoutly  would  we 
thank  our  heavculy  Father  for  the  long  consistent  life  of  our 
brother  iu   the  midst  of  this  people,  for  bis  bold  advocacy  of  I 
every  true  reform,  and  the  pleasant  memories  which  reumio  of  I 
his  social  intercourse  with  us,  while  to  us  his  death  seems  only    : 
loss.     We  know  to  him  it  wu^  gain,  having  lived  his  threescore   . 
and  ten  years  here,  and  tiniabed  the  work  given  him  to  do,  he 
has  entercil  upon  the  life  eternal,  and  commenced  the  service  of 
heaven.     Emulating  his  example,  let  us,  as  followers  of  Christ,   { 
be  active  and  earuest,   that  when  the   time  for  our  departure 
comes  wc  be  found  ready,  so  may  this  alHiction  work  out  for 
us  a  far  luore  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.     We  alto 


desire  to  express  our  sympathy  with  the  afflicted  family,  and 
commend  them  to  the  Oodof  all  consolation,  lie  who  Ims  styled 
himself  the  widow's  God,  and  the  Father  of  the  fatherless,  in 
whom  is  all  blessing.  F.  B.  Gaud.neii,  CUrk." 


JOSIAH  WASHBUKN  KINGMAN. 

Josiah  Washburn  Kingman  is  the  sixth  son  of  .Scth 
and  Judith  (Washburn)  Kingman,  of  Brockton,  Mass. 
He  was  born  Feb.  6, 1802,  on  Summer  Street,  in  that 
part  of  the  city  known  as  the  "  Kingman  neighbor- 
hood." His  early  life,  like  most  boys  of  that  day, 
was  rather  uneventful,  consisting  of  plenty  of  work 
and  no  play  sort  of  a  boyhood.  There  were  several 
able-bodied  boys  in  his  father's  family,  and  they  each 
had  to  contribute  to  the  common  interests  of  agricul- 
ture by  exercising  upon  the  farm  during  the  summer 
season,  while  in  the  winter  they  indulged  in  the  luxury 
of  hammering  nails,  which  in  those  early  days  were 
all  that  were  made  (the  quick-moving  machines  for 
making  cut-nails  had  not  then  been  invented).  It 
will  be  borne  in  mind  that  at  the  time  of  his  boyhood 
there  was  no  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education,  no 
high  schools,  and  only  now  and  then  an  academy  in 
the  commonwealth,  therefore  but  a  very  limited  por- 
tion of  the  year  was  spent  in  school  in  acquirin"  an 
education.  When  Mr.  Kingman  had  arrived  at  the 
age  of  ten  the  militia  company,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Neheraiah  Lincoln,  was  called  to  the  defen.se  of 
Plymouth  Harbor  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  "litter- 
ing swords  and  bright  uniforms  of  the  company  were 
too  much  for  the  young  lad,  and  having  a  brother  in 
the  rank  and  file  he  was  also  fired  with  military  ardor, 
and  volunteered  to  the  country's  service  by  cartin"' 
supplies  for  the  company. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  became  an  ap- 
prentice to  his  brother,  Abiel  Kingman,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  four  years,  learning  the  cabinet- 
maker's trade.  Upon  arriving  at  the  age  of  tweuty- 
one  Mr.  Kingman  commenced  manufacturing  furni- 
ture for  the  wholesale  trade,  succeeding  his  brother 
Abiel,  in  a  building  afterwards  finished  into  a  dwell- 
ing-house, and  for  a  long  time  occupied  by  the  late 
Pcleg  Holmes,  near  to  the  old  homestead,  and  thus 
commenced  a  business  which  he  conducted  for  up- 
wards of  thirty  years  with  signal  success. 

In  1825,  the  business  having  outgrown  lis  original 
limits,  he  began  to  look  about  for  more  extensive  ac- 
commodations, and,  in  a  short  time  after,  at  the  solic- 
itation of  personal  friends,  he  purchased  a  lot  of  land 
of  Bela  Keith,  Esq.,  situated  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  South  streets,  on  what  was  then  known  as  "  The 
Plain,"   now  the  thriving  village  of  Cainpello,  where 
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he  pitched  his  tent,  and  became  one  of  the  iheu  few 
inliabltants  occupying  lliat  tection  of  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time  he  was  married,  and  resided  for 
a  lime  in  the  house  of  Bela  Keith,  Esq.,  at  the 
corner  of  iMaiu  and  Depot  Streets,  till  he  erected 
a  house  of  his  own.  After  becoming  fully  estab- 
lished in  housekeeping,  he  entered  upon  the  cares 
of  business  by  building  a  manufacturing  shop, 
and  soon  entered  upon  the  wholesale  trade,  at  firot 
finding  a  market  in  Boston,  and  from  thence  ex- 
tending his  business  to  other  cities  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  business  soon  became  an  established  suc- 
cess, and  the  facilities  for  conducting  the  same  were 
increased,  building  after  building  were  added,  till  at 
lengtii  a  large  warehouse  and  store-rooms  were  erected, 
in  which  a  large  stock  of  furniture  of  every  descrip- 
tion, bedding,  and  other  liousekeeping  goods  were 
kept  for  the  retail  trade. 

Wiien  Mr.  Kingman  commenced  bu.xinoss  he  em- 
ployed at  first  such  water  privileges  as  the  immediate 
vicinity  afforded,  and  afterward  erected  a  mill  con- 
ducted by  horse-power  nearer  home,  which  served  his 
purpose  for  a  time,  till  his  trade,  which  had  extended 
to  the  rapidly-growing  Western  and  Southern  States, 
required  additional  facilities  for  the  prosecution  of  his 
business,  and  in  1851  he  erected  a  large  building  lor 
steam-power,  on  the  westerly  borders  of  his  grounds, 
which  had  then  become  nearly  covered  by  the  various 
buildings  used  in  manufacturing.  In  this  mill  the 
most  modern  and  most  approved  machinery  was  intro- 
duced, so  that  at  that  time  no  establishment  in  South- 
eastern Massachusetts  had  better,  if  as  good,  facilities 
for  conducting  the  rapidly-growing  business. 

Alter  a  lapse  of  two  years  and  the  erection  of  this 
new  mill,  with  a  prospect  of  a  large  expansion  in  busi- 
ness, the  entire  establishment  was  destroyed  by  fire  ou 
the  23d  of  May,  1853,  entailing  a  loss  of  nearly  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  At  the  time  of  this  fire,  besides 
the  manufacturing  buildings,  the  dwelling-house  and 
home  of  Mr.  Kingman  were  destroyed,  and  by  this 
calamity  a  large  number  of  persons  were  thrown  out 
of  cmploymeut,  and  the  growth  of  the  village  of  Cam- 
pello  was  for  a  time  retarded.  It  has,  however,  re- 
covered from  this  stroke  of  adversity,  and  is  now  in  a 
thrifty  condition. 

Previous  to  1836  the  people  of  Campello  for  church 
worship  wore  dependent  upon  the  First  Cliurch  in  the 
Centre.  The  population  of  the  southerly  portion  of 
the  town  at  that  date  was  small,  and  among  those 
who  felt  the  necessity  for  church  accommodations 
nearer  home  was  Mr.  Kingman.  He  was  a  pioneer 
ill  a  movement  in  that  direction,  and  was  active  in 
the  procuring  of   land  and   the  erection   of  a  meet- 


ing-house, and  has  ever  been  active  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  both  church  and  society.  In  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  church  he  was  always  on  committees  con- 
nected with  and  interested  in  this  church,  and  when 
they  were  fairly  organized  a  Sabbath-school  was 
formed,  and  Mr.  Kingman  was  elected  their  first 
superintendent,  which  office  he  held  for  many  years. 
He  was  an  early,  active,  prominent,  and  consistent 
member  of  the  church,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
his  friends  and  fellow-citizens  to  an  eminent  degree. 

After  a  life  of  activity,  varied  as  most  lives  are, 
he  lives  a  calm,  serene  life  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-three,  at  u  point  beyond  the  time  allotted  to 
the  average  of  man  ;  and  his  qualities  of  mind  and 
experiences  of  life  make  him  still  a  most  entertaining 
and  instructive  companion.  He  is  still  youthful  in 
spirit,  social  and  affable  in  his  manners,  and  takes  a 
lively  interest  in  the  events  of  every-day  life.  In 
1838  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  board  of  selectmen  of 
the  town,  an  oflBce  to  which  he  was  nine  years  re- 
elected. In  1847  and  1848  he  represented  the  town 
of  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts.  He  was  often  on  the  board 
of  overseers  of  the  poor,  assessor  of  the  town,  and  one 
of  the  first  engineers  of  the  fire  department.  During 
the  Rebellion  of  1861  he  was  appointed  by  tiie  pro- 
vost-marshal as  recruiting  oflBcer  for  this  .section.  In 
1875  he  was  one  of  the  road  commLssioncrs  for  the 
town.  He  was  also  on  the  committee  for  introducing 
the  first  public  water-works  into  the  town.  He  was 
appointed  justice  of  the  peace  by  Governor  John  A. 
Andrew,  Jan.  14,  1864. 
.  In  all  and  every  position  to  which  he  was  called, 
his  public  spirit,  his  wise  yet  liberal  judgment,  his 
earnest  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  town,  and  his 
large  comprehension  of  its  needs  have  been  marked, 
and  rendered  him  a  valuable  public  officer. 

His  comparative  freedom  from  active  business  pur- 
suits, and  the  excellent  qualifications  he  has  exhibited 
in  town  and  other  public  affairs,  have  pointed  him 
out  to  his  fellow-citizens  for  their  fre(|Uent  and  re- 
peated choice  to  positions  of  responsibility  and  honor, 
in  all  of  which  he  has  shown  himself  worthy  of  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him. 


ELLIS  PACKARU. 
Among  the  oldest  business  men,  and  one  who  has 
been  intimately  identified  with  the  rise  and  develop- 
ment of  Brockton  is  Ellis  Packard.  lie  is  a  son  of 
Micha  and  Luciuda  (Hartshorn)  Packard,  and  was 
born  in  Brockton  (then  North  Bridgewater)  July  oU, 
1820.      His  early  education  was  acquired  at  the  com- 
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mou  scliools  of  his  native  town,  supplemented  by  a 
course  at  Tauctoa  and  Uardwiuic  Academies.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to  Cincinnati  as  cleric  in 
a  store,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  returned 
to  Broclctoa.  In  18G2  he  commenced  business  ou 
his  own  account,  dealing  iu  grain  and  coal.  In  this 
business  he  was  ciuiuently  successful,  and  in  ISH'I 
retired  with  a  competency,  the  business  now  being 
conducted  by  his  son,  Elmer  C.  Mr.  Packard  has 
ever  been  considered  one  of  the  solid  business  men  of 
the  town,  and  has  been  a  director  in  the  Home  Na- 
tional Bank  aince  its  organization.  He  was  originally 
a  Whig,  and  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  party.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  committee,  and  was  selectman  in  1855  and 
1861,  and  justice  of  the  peace  in  1857.  Mr.  Pack- 
ard was  married,  June  12,  1844,  to  Nancy  G.  Reves, 
who  died  July  10,  1845.  June  15,  1847,  be  united 
in  marriage  with  Abby  Heard,  a  native  of  Wayland, 
Mass.,  and  their  family  has  been  as  follows  :  Clara 
Gray,  born  Sept.  28,  1849,  died  Feb.  13,  1875; 
Warren  Newell,  born  April  8,  1852,  died  Oct.  11, 
1861;  Elmer  C,  born  March  8,  1854;  Marion 
Heard,  born  July  9,  1855,  died  Nov.  7,  1879; 
Alien  Ellis,  born  March  3,  1859  ;  Horace  Newell, 
born  Dec.  12,  1862  ;  and  Isabel  Abby. 


FREDEUICK    UOWARD. 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  place  upon  the  page  of 
history  "  passing  incidents"  in  the  life  of  one  whose 
career  has  been  marked  by  unostentatious  benevo- 
lence, and  whose  kindly  spirit  lias  carried  sunshine 
into  many  homes  of  suffering  and  want.  Such  an 
one  is  Frederick  Howard,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

He  was  born  in  Brockton,  then  the  north  parish 
*if  Bridgewater,  Feb.  14,  1815,  and  has  passed  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  town.  His  education  was 
confined  to  the  common  schools,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  thirteen  years  he  entered  the  employ  of  Lysauder 
Howard,  dressing  and  cutting  shoes,  receiving  the 
meagre  salary  of  one  shilling  per  day  for  the  first  six 
weeks.  He  remained  here  until  twenty-one  years  of 
ago,  and  then,  after  having  worked  one  year  for  Rufus 
E.  Howard  in  the  same  business,  in  1837,  he  com- 
menced in  a  small  way  for  himself  in  the  manufacture 
of  boots  and  shoes,  which  he  continued  six  years, 
when  failiug  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  the 
business.  Since  that  time  he  has  dealt  some  in  real 
estate,  and  been  more  or  less  engaged  in  town  affairs. 
He  was  selectman,  assessor,  and  overseer  of  the  poor 
one  year  (in  1849),  and  was  special  county  commis- 
sioner nine  years.  He  has  also  been  somewhat  engaged 
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in  settling  estates.  He  was  also  a  director  in  the 
North  Bridgewater  Bank  during  its  existence,  and  is 
the  only  surviving  director  of  that  old  institution.  He 
is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  from  the  organization 
of  the  party.  Quiet  and  unostentatious  iu  the  be- 
stowal of  his  charities,  Mr.  Howard  expends  tLou- 
sands  of  dollars  that  the  public  know  not  of,  and 
rests  in  the  sweet  satisfaction  of  having  done  his 
duty  to  his  fellow-man.  Many  there  are,  not  only  in 
this  State  but  in  others,  that  can  speak  of  the  benevo- 
lence of  Mr.  Howard.  He  is  a  kind  neighbor,  and 
one  of  Brockton's  most  honored  citizens. 

Mr.  Howard  traces  his  ancestry  iu  this  country  to 
John  Howard,  who  came  from  England,  and  first 
settled  in  Duxbury,  and  later(1651)  in  West  Bridge- 
water.  When  a  lad  John  Howard  is  said  to  have  lived 
in  the  family  of  Miles  Standish.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  influence  in  the  new  plantation,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  military  officers  in  Bridgewater.  The  line  of 
descent  is  as  follows:  John,  John  (2),  Capt.  Robert 
(one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  North  Parish),  Dan- 
iel, Darius,  and  Frederick.  Darius  married  Sophia, 
daughter  of  Jonas  Howard,  June  .S,  1804,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children.  His  wife  died  Aug.  15,  1807, 
and  June  5,  1808,  he  married  Huldah,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Gary,  and  their  family  consisted  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  Frederick  was  the  fourth.  His 
father  died  April  8,  183C.  He  was  a  selectman  of 
the  town,  and  also  deputy  sheriff  several  years. 

In  addition  to  other  matters  in  North  Bridgewater 
in  which  he  manifested  a  decided  interest,  he  was  for 
a  long  series  of  years  actively  engaged  in  improving 
the  thoroughfares  of  the  town,  and  many  of  the  note- 
worthy improvements  in  the  roads  and  streets  are 
largely  the  result  of  his  energy  and  good  judgment. 


MARCUS    PACKARD. 


Marcus  Packard,  son  of  Luke  and  Lucinda  (Battles) 
Packard,  was  born  in  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brock- 
ton), Mass.,  Sept.  7,  1808.  He  was  descended  in  a 
direct  line  from  Samuel  Packard,  who  came  from 
Windham,  near  Hingham,  England,  to  America  in 
the  ship  "  Diligence,"  and  settled  first  in  Hingham, 
Mass.,  in  1638,  but  afterwards  removed  to  West 
Bridgewater,  where  he  was  a  constable  and  tavern- 
keeper,  and  a  man  of  some  cou.sequcnce  iu  the  com- 
munity. Here  be  resided  till  his  death,  and  was  the 
founder  of  a  family  who,  through  the  various  genera- 
tions to  the  present  time,  have  been  numerically  and 
otherwise  of  prominence  and  importance  in  the  town. 
Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Packards  of  New  England 
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are  descended  from  him.  The  line  of  desceot  to 
jMarcus  is  as  follows:  Samuel',  Zaccheus^,  Capt. 
AbieP,  Josiah  *,  Josiah  ^,  Capt.  Luke",  Marcus". 

The  educational  advantages  of  Marcus  Packard 
were  limited  to  the  common  schools  of  his  locality, 
and  when  he  grew  up  to  manhood  he  chose  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  builder  as  his  avocation.  This  was 
the  field  of  labor  in  which  most  of  the  active  jears  of 
liis  life  w^ere  spent,  and  many  of  the  best  buildings 
erected  in  that  vicinity  at  that  period  .ittest  his  handi- 
work. He  wa.s  a  skillful  and  honest  mechanic,  and 
achieved  not  only  local  repute  in  his  calling  but  also 
success  financially. 

Being  prudent,  industrious,  and  of  primitive  habits, 
he  was  enabled  to  gradually  build  up  not  wealoh  but 
an  ample  competence.  He  purchased  a  farm  near 
the  old  homestead,  and  on  it  erected  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence, where  he  passed  many  years  of  his  life,  de- 
voting during  his  latter  years  most  of  his  attention 
to  husbandry.  Marcus  Packard  belonged  to  that 
class  of  New  Englanders  who,  while  unostentatious 
and  unpretending,  are  yet  the  true  benefactors  of 
the  community  in  which  they  live,  in  that  they  add 
to  the  material  prosperity  of  their  respective  localities 
and  leave  behind  them  tangible  results  of  their  life's 
work.  He  was  a  man  who  preferred  the  quiet  walks 
of  life  to  the  turmoil  of  public  strife,  and  conse- 
quently never  sought  political  or  official  distinction. 
The  only  capacity  in  which  he  ever  figured  in  public 
affairs  was  as  selectman  and  overseer  of  the  poor  in 
his  native  town. 

He  was  deeply  religious  in  his  nature,  and  an  active, 
earnest  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church. 
In  this  society  he  did  mucli  useful  work,  and  left  the 
accumulations  of  hi.s  lifetime  to  its  uses  and  benefit 
after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  the  estate  being  left  in 
trust  to  her  during  her  lifetime. 

He  married  Luciuda  Bates,  Nov.  28,  1833.  To 
their  marriage  there  was  no  issue.  He  died  Dec.  G, 
1871. 


WILLIAM    FRENCH    BRETT. 

William  French  Brett,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  July  13,  1810,  in  the  North  Parish  of  an- 
cient Bridgcwater,  or  what  is  now  Brockton.  He 
was  the  seventh  generation  from  his  immigrant  an- 
cestor, William  Brett,  who  came  to  this  township 
about  1C5G.     The  line  being,  in  brief,  as  follows: 

First  generation,  William  Brett,  who  married  jMar- 
garet . 

Second  generation,  Nathaniel  Brett,  married  Sarah 
Hayward. 


Third  generation,  Seth  Brett,  married  Sarah  Alden. 

Fourth  generation,  Samuel  Brett,  married  Hannah 
Packard. 

Fifth  generation,  William  Brett,  married  Molly 
Allen. 

Sixth  generation,  Zenas  Brett,  married  Sibbil 
French. 

Seventh  generation,  William  F.  Brett,  married 
Rebecca  Packard. 

The  first  William  Brett  came  from  England,  and 
was  at  Duxbury,  according  to  Jud^e  Mitchell,  in  1G4.'J. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  town  of 
Bridgewator,  and  lived  in  what  is  now  We.^t  Biidge- 
water.  He  was  a  devout  man,  an  elder  in  the  church, 
preacliing  in  the  absence  or  sickness  of  the  Rev. 
James  Keith,  the  first  pastor  of  Bridgewater,  and  in 
every -Way  was  a  leading  man  in  the  town  and  prov- 
ince, and  often  a  representative  to  the  Old  Colony 
Court. 

The:  old  homestead,  where  William  French  Brett 
was  born,  and  the  home  of  at  least  two  or  more  gen- 
erations that  preceded  him,  was  situated  not  far  from 
the  residence  of  Charles  Johnson,  Esq.,  ou  North 
Main  Street,  in  this  city,  and  was  occupied  for  many 
years  by  the  late  Lucien  B.  Keith. 

Mr.  William  F.  Brett  came  of  good  stock.  lu  his 
veins  ran  some  of  the  best  blood  of  the  Plymouth 
Colony.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Experience 
Mitchell,  Thomas  Hayward,  John  Alden,  Samuel 
Packard,  John  Gary,  John  Howard,  John  and  Wil- 
liam Ames,  forefathers  and  original  settlers  in  this 
section  of  Massachusetts.  With  such  an  ancestry, 
we  may  well  conceive  that  he  believed  in  mu.scular 
Christianity.  His  attendance  at  church,  although  not 
a  member,  was  as  constant  as  that  of  his  ancestor,  who 
was  deacon  in  the  First  Church  of  this  ancient  town. 

The  Brett  family  have  been  distinguished  for  ability 
from  the  earliest  period  in  our  colonial  history.  In 
the  past  fifty  years  of  the  business  history  of  North 
Bridgewater  there  are  two  men  whose  lives,  standing 
out  in  bold  relief  from  the  masses,  have  e.vercised  a 
very  potent  sway  in  influencing  and  shaping  public 
sentiment  and  dominating  the  popular  will.  This 
honor  should  be  divided  between  the  Hon.  H.  W. 
Robinson,  who  now  lives,  and  William  Frcncli  Brett, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  At  no  period  since  the 
settlement  of  the  Plymouth  Colony  has  any  one  man 
possessed  or  exercised  the  mercantile  business  influence, 
or  wielded  it  so  wisely  and  beneficially,  as  has  Mr. 
Brett,  of  Massachusetts.  He  w:is  born  a  merchant. 
Commencing  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen  years,  the 
whole  trend  of  his  nature  seemed  to  be  in  a  mercan- 
tile direction.     At  this  early  age  he  opened  a  small 
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store  near  the  old  homestead  on  North  Main  Street. 
This  was  continued  until  1835,  when,  the  business 
iuLica.sing,  he  removed  to  the  green  near  the  church, 
on  tlie  west  side  of  Main  Street,  then  known  as  tiie 
Epiiraim  Howard  store.  The  next  year  he  formed  a 
copartnei-ship  with  Albert  Smith,  which  continued 
but  a  short  time.  In  1846,  Rufus  P.  Kingman  be- 
came a  partner,  under  the  6rm-nanie  of  Brett  & 
Kingman.  This  distinguished  firm  occupied  a  lea<l- 
ing  place  among  the  merchants  of  Plymouth  County 
for  many  years.  In  185-1  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, and  a  new  firm  formed  of  Brett,  Ellis,  Ripley 
&  O'Ncil.  At  this  time  he  also  commenced  a  whole- 
sale business  in  Boston,  being  interested  as  whole  or 
part  owner  in  more  than  thirty  country  stores  in  New 
England,  among  wiiich  may  be  mentioned  those  in 
Kingston,  Dusbury,  Fosboro',  Wareham,  Palmer, 
Quincy,  East  Randolph,  Halifax,  Abington,  Bridge- 
water,  Plymouth,  and  Stoughton,  in  Massachusetts ; 
also  at  Lcwistou,  in  Maine,  and  Portsmouth,  in  New 
Hampshire.  Disposing  of  bis  interests  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1864,  he  removed  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
■where  he  remained  in  business  until  1872.  From 
that  date  until  he  died,  in  1882,  he  was  engaged  in 
business  in  Boston,  Chicago,  and  other  cities  in  the 
Western  States. 

He  married,  Jan.  21,  1836,  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Caleb  Packard,  and  by  her  had  children  born  as  fol- 
lows: William  Henry,  Nov.  16, 1838;  Rufus  Emery, 
July  31, 1840  ;  Fred.  Lyman,  July  21,  1843 ;  Alice 
Maria,  May  1,  1848;  Clara  Amelia,  Dec.  12,  1852. 

Mr.  Brett  was  a  man  of  very  peculiar  tempera- 
ment,— shrewd,  genial,  manly,  and  without  pretense, 
yet  dignified  and  generous.     With  a  heart  as  tender 


as  that  of  a  woman,  no  one  in  business  or  distress 
ever  applied  to  him  for  advice  or  assistance  in  vain. 
Unceasing  attention  to  business  marked  every  week- 
day of  his  mercantile  career.  The  use  of  praise  was 
almost  unknown  to  him.  The  absence  of  criticism 
or  silence  was  considered  the  highest  commeudatiun 
by  his  subordinates. 

His  ideas  and  business  methods  in  many  respects 
were  undoubtedly  largely  in  advance  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived.  Some  of  the  most  distinguished  mer- 
chants of  to-day  in  Massachusetts  and  elsewhere  re- 
ceived their  first  lessons  in  a  mercantile  career  from 
iMr.  Brett.  Among  those  who  have  become  distin- 
guished in  business  or  achieved  social  distiuction  may 
be  mentioned  Hon.  H.  H.  Packard,  R.  P.  Kingman, 
C.  C.  Bixby,  H.  A.  Brett,  W.  W.  Cro.ss,  and  others, 
of  Brockton  ;  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Wales,  of  Stough- 
ton ;  Thomas  H.  Wood,  of  New  York  ;  George  B. 
Tolman,  of  Lynn  ;  H.  K.  Keith,  of  Kingston  ;  Henry 
C.  Jackson,  of  Boston  ;  and  Ira  Conant,  of  Bridge- 
water. 

Mr.  Brett  built  a  beautiful  residence  in  his  native 
town,  which  still  stands  a  monument  to  his  taste  and 
business  judgment.  His  gentle  nature  and  inflexible 
honesty  prevented  that  large  accumulation  of  prop- 
erty that  oftentimes  in  these  days  curses  the  recipient. 
His  mission  in  life  was  a  noble  one,  and  a  grand  suc- 
cess, as  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance 
well  know.  He  believed  that  integrity  was  the  prime 
element  of  success.  The  influence  of  his  example 
will  last  with  his  friends  until  the  last  one  is  called 
home,  while  the  future  residents  of  this  city  will 
pleasantly  note  in  our  cemetery  the  monument  erected 
by  his  grateful  and  admiring  townsmen. 
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The  town  of  Bridgewacer,  which  was  originally  the 
South  Precinct  of  the  ancient  town  that  comprised 
East  and  West  Bridgewater,  Biidgewatcr,  and  Bioel;- 
ton,  is  pleasantly  situated  midway  between  Boston 
and  New  Bedford.  In  the  early  years  of  this  century 
some  of  the  leading  citizens,  alive  to  the  interests  of 
the  town,  were  insti-umental  in  constructing  a  turnpike 
that  connected  it  with  the  two  cities,  and  the  Bridge- 
water  Hotel  was  for  many  years  styled  the  lialf-way 
house  for  the  stage  lines  of  that  day.  Town  River, 
which  takes  its  rise  in  Easton  and  Nippenicket  Pond, 
winds  through  tiie  northern  and  eastern  sections,  fur- 
nisiiiug  excellent  water-power  and  healthy  drainage. 
Clay-beds  upon  a  portion  of  its  banks  furnish  superior 
facilities  for  the  manufacture  uf  bricks,  and  the  inter- 
vale meadows  are  well  suited  to  grass  and  cultivation. 
The  soil  generally  partakes  of  the  character  of  saudy 
loam,  and  is  well  wooded  in  some  portions  that  were 
formerly  under  cultivation.  Oak  and  pine  are  the 
prevailing  forests,  and  the  latter  enters  largely  into 
the  manufacture  of  bo.xes,  which  is  carried  on  quite 
extensively.  The  town  is  in  some  portions  pleasantly 
undulating,  and  from  many  points  presents  to  view  a 
varied  and  beautiful  landscape.  The  town  is  well 
supplied  with  lively  springs  of  pure  water,  aud  the 
wells  afford  an  ample  supply  of  like  quality. 

The  gentle  slopes  render  it  attractive  aud  healthy 
for  residences,  and  the  pleasant  streets  that  centre  at 
the  village  square  are  evidence  that  these  characteris- 
tics have  had  their  influence  in  the  growth  of  the 
town.  The  Old  Colony  Railroad,  which  was  built  in 
ISlt),  and  the  Abington  Branch,  constructed  the  same 
year,  furnish  convenient  communication  with  Boston, 
Plymouth,  and  Fall  River. 

In  early  times  it  had  a  good  reputation  as  a  farm- 
ing town,  and  its  productive  resources  were  such  that 
it  not  only  supplied  its  own  needs,  but  was  able  to 
luruisii  ([uantities  of  grain  for  the  neighboring  mar- 
kets of  Weymouth  and  Plymouth.  The  pioneers  in 
the  seitlemeut  of  the  town  were  a  sturdy  band  that 
subdued  the  forests,  aud  the  virgin  soil  was  generous 
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in  return.  The  ancient  stone  walls  that  bound  and 
divide  the  estates  and  far-reaching  woodlaojs  are 
still  mouunients  to  their  indomitable  will  and  cease- 
less industry.  The  early  homes  were  mere  log  houses 
and  humble  cottages,  so  constructed  as  to  render  them 
a  protection  against  the  incursions  of  liostili:  savages. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  growth  of  the  settle- 
meut  was  slow,  and  its  progress  in  e^tabli.•^hing  all 
social  and  civil  institutions  most  dilKcult.  But  the 
fact  that  they  were  of  a  colony  that  came  to  these 
shores  for  a  distinct  purpose  seeins  to  stand  forth 
prominently  in  all  their  acts,  hence  the  church  and  the 
school  had  the  first  place  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  found- 
ing of  a  coramoDwealth. 

The  early  records  of  the  court  of  the  OKI  Colony 
at  Plymouth,  in  1645,  show  that  certain  inhabitants 
of  Duxbury  were  granted  a  portion  of  land  in  the 
westerly  part  of  that  plantation,  and  "  are  to  have  it 
four  miles  every  way  from  the  place  where  they  shall 
set  up  their  centre."  Capt.  Jliles  StanJiah,  Mr.  Juhn 
Alden,  George  Soule,  Constant  Southworth,  John 
Rogers,  and  William  Brett  were  appointed  to  lay  out 
aud  divide  said  lauds  to  the  iuhabitatits.  Said  in- 
habitants confirmed  this  division  by  an  agreement 
among  themselves  and  were  deiioiniiiated  original  pro- 
prietors. Their  names,  as  appears  I'rum  the  town  rec- 
ords, are  as  follows : 


William  Bradford. 
E.Uvard  Hull. 
Williuiu  Merrick. 
Nicholas  Itobbins. 
Jubo  Bradford, 
Thomas  llayward. 
Abrain  Pierce. 
Ml-.  Rulph  l*artiidge. 
John  Rogers. 
Nathaniel  Willis. 
George  Partridge. 
.Tohu  Willis. 
JoliD  Starr. 
Thomas  Bonnoy. 
Mr.  John  Aldon. 
William  Collier. 
Mr.  Miles  Standish. 


Johu  Fuljcs. 

John  WiislibuiQ,  Ji. 

.Samuel  Niish. 

John  .\hu-s. 

.-Vbraiii  Sampson. 

Thomas  (iannelt. 

George  .Suule. 

William  Biett. 

I'^xperience  .Mitchell. 

Edmuml  Hunt. 

Henry  Howland. 

William  Clark. 

Henry  .Sampson. 

William  Ford. 

John  Brown. 

Mr.  Constant  Souchwurth. 

Juhn  Hay^vard. 
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Christopher  Wiidsworth. 
Love  Bewster. 
John  Piihojy. 
John  Iri^ih. 
William  Pabody. 
Philip  Dehino. 
Fr;ilici.-^  Spr:t;;u(,'. 
Arthur  lliirri?. 
\Villi:im  liassctt. 
John  Washburn. 


John  Curej, 
Fraiicia  Weat. 
EdiituniJ  Weston. 
William  Tubb.i. 
Samuel  Tompkins. 
James  Lindall. 
Kdinuuii  Chandler. 
Samuel  Eaton. 
Mose3  Simmons. 
.Solomon  Leonard. 


To  these  fifty-four  sliares  were  subsequently  added 
two  muie,  one  to  Rev.  Jutues  Keith  aod  one  to  Dea- 
con S^imuel  Edson. 

Mr.  Keith  was  the  first  uiinititer,  and  Deacon  Ed.soii, 
who  was  fioiu  Salera,  was  tlie  proprietor  of  the  first 
mill.  The  grant  of  this  plantation  was  simply  a  ri!»ht 
to  purchase  of  the  Indians,  and  Capt.  Miles  Standish, 
Samuel  Nash,  and  Constant  Southworth  were  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  purchase. 

This  purchase  and  contract  were  said  to  have  been 
made  on  a  rocky  hill  in  the  east  parish,  anciently 
called  ■'  Sachem's  Rock,"  a  little  south  of  Whitman's 
mill,  where  the  manufacturing  establishment  of  the 
Carver  Cottoii-Gin  Company  now  is,  near  the  house 
where  Seih  Latham  formerly  lived,  and  the  place 
now  owned  by  David  Gurney.  The  weir,  which  was 
the  central  point  of  tl)is  purchase,  was  directly  back 
of  the  William  Harris  liouse,  on  the  south  side,  and 
of  the  William  Allen  place,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river.  Traces  of  the  old  dam  and  fordinirplace  are 
still  visible  on  both  sides  of  the  stream.  This  neia;h- 
borhood  and  the  river  still  retain  the  name  of  S:i- 
tucket.  In  1656,  eleven  years  after  the  grant  of  the 
plantation,  and  the  same  year  in  which  Bridgewater 
was  incorporated  into  a  distinct  township,  a  grant  of 
three  hundred  acres  was  made  to  Miles  Standish, 
"  with  a  competency  of  meadow  to  such  a  proportion 
of  upland,  lying  and  being  at  Satucket  Pond,  now 
known  ;is  Robbin's  Pond,  provided  that  it  did  not 
come  within  the  court's  grant  of  Bridgewater." 

The  town  received  an  order  from  the  court  at 
New  Plymouth  to  "  Kx  and  set  up  the  centre  of  their 
town  in  order  to  the  laying  out  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Standish's  land,  joining  to  the  out.side  of  said  Bridge- 
water  four-mile  line  from  the  centre,  which  beiu;!;, 
according  to  said  order,  done  about  the  year  1659, 
the  centre  being  a  small  white-oak  tree,  standing  on 
high  ground  on  the  westerly  side  of  a  stony  swamp 
and  brook  about  ten  rods  to  the  westerly  side  of  said 
brook,  on  the  south  side  of  the  highway,  it" being  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  to  the  eastward  of  Bridgewater 
raeeting-house."  This  entry  was  made  upon  the 
records  at  a  much  later  date,  and,  according  to 
Mitchell,  Was  made  nearly  thirty  years  after  the  work 


was  performed.  It  also  appears  that  the  court's  com- 
mittee, and  not  the  town,  fixed  the  centre,  as  the 
monumental  tree  bore  the  initials  of  Constant  South- 
worth,  who  doubtless  performed  the  work.  Capt. 
Miles  Standish  had  deceased  in  the  mean  time,  and 
the  land  was  laid  out  to  his  son,  Alexander.  7^''^^'''c 
is  no  evidence  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  Bridge- 
water.  The  centre  was  near  the  house  of  Thomas 
Hayward,  and  but  a  short  distance  from  the  East  and 
West  Bridgewater  depot. 

The  original  town  embraced  what  now  constitutes 
the  greater  part  of  Han.son,  and  was  the  first  interior 
settlement  in  the  Old  Colony.  The  grant  of  the  plan- 
tation was  as  early  as  1645,  but  the  actual  settlement 
was  not  commenced  until  after  1650.  In  1658  it 
was  found  desirable  to  add  to  the  western  borders  of 
the  town  a  large  tract  known  as  the  Hockoraock 
meadows. 

The  following  original  purchasers  became  perma- 
nent settlers  : 

Thomas  Hayward,  John  Gary,  Nathaniel  Willis, 
Samuel  Tompkins,  John  Willis,  Arthur  Harris,  Wil- 
liam Ba.ssett,  John  Fobcs,  John  Washburn,  John 
Washburn,  Jr.,  Experience  Mitchell,  John  Hayward, 
John  Ames,  Solomon  Leonard,  Thomas  Gannett, 
Mr.  James  Keith,  William  Brett,  Deacon  Samuel 
Edson. 

William  Bassett  and  Experience  Mitchell  were  of 
the  company  that  came  in  some  of  the  three  first 
vessels, — the  "  Mayflower,"  the  "  Fortune,"  or  the 
"  Ann."  The  most  of  the  Bridgewater  proprietors 
came  before  1630. 

The  plantation  was  incorporated  into  a  town  June, 
1656.  The  name  of  Bridgewater  was  probably 
adopted  from  fancy,  as  none  of  the  inhabitants  are 
known  to  have  come  from  Bridgewater,  England. 
The  first  officer  chosen  by  the  town  was  John  Gary, 
who  was  elected  constable  in  1656. 

In  May,  1657,  the  town  officers  chosen  were  John 
Willis,  deputy  ;  Lawrence  Willis,  grand  juror;  Sam- 
uel Tompkins,  constable  ;  Arthur  Harris  and  John 
Hayward,  surveyors  of  highways.  The  first  freemen 
were  William  Brett,  Ensign  Josiah  Standish,  Wil- 
liam Bassett,  John  Gary,  Thomas  Hayward,  Lawrence 
Willis,  John  Willis,  Thomas  Howard,  Jr.,  Samuel 
Tompkins,  Arthur  Harris.  In  1657  we  find  the  ad- 
ditional names  as  freemen, — Samuel  Edson,  Mark 
Lothrop,  Francis  Godfrey,  William  Snow,  John  Ames, 
John  Hayward,  Guido  Bayley. 

The  first  settlements  were  along  the  river  banks  of 
West  Bridgewater,  and  it  was  here  that  the  first 
church  was  established  and  the  first  meeting-house 
was  erected.     The  settlement  extended  south  towards 
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Taunton,  and  the  proprietary  interests  were  managed 
iu  town-meetings,  the  records  being  iiept  for  several 
years  by  the  town  clerk.  In  the  year  1674  the  town 
ordered  the  purchase  of  a  new  book  for  the  recording 
of  land:i. 

1G95.  Chose  Lieut.  Hayward  and  John  Field  to 
have  oversight  in  the  recording  of  lands  for  the  pur- 
chasers and  proprietors. 

The  town  clerks  have  been  John  Gary,  165G-S1  ; 
Thoiuai  Hayward,  16S2-83  ;  Samuel  Allen,  1CS3- 
1702  ;  Nathaniel  Brett,  1702-36 ;  Nathaniel  Brett, 
Jr.,  1736-79  (with  the  exception  that  Col.  Josiah 
Edson  served  a  few  years  previous  to  1745j ;  Capt. 
Eliakim  Howard,  1779-1822,  when  the  town  was 
divided. 

The  first  military  officers  were  Josiah  Standish, 
lieutenant,  1660;  Thomas  Hayward,  Jr.,  lieutenant; 
John  Hayward,  ensign,  1664.  Capt.  John  Hayward 
was  the  first  magistrate  in  town,  and  one  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Council  in  1690;  he  was  also  a  judge,  and  was 
killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  while  on  his  way  to 
Marshfield,  Aug.  15,  1698.  Elihu  Brett  succeeded 
him  as  judge,  but  died  suddenly  in  his  chair,  Jan.  12, 
1712.  In  1689,  "David  Perkins,  John  Ames,  and 
Samuel  Washburn  to  get  iu  Mr.  Keith's  salary  by  all 
loving  persuasions  and  legal  means."' 

King  Philip's  War. — This  town  haj  much  in 
common  with  the  early  settlements  of  the  Old  Colony 
whereof  to  note  relative  to  its  early  history.  It  can 
hardly  be  imagined  what  hardships  fell  to  the  lot  of 
the  pioneer  settlers.  Iu  1675,  Philip,  the  great  sa- 
chem of  Mount  Hope,  became  prejudiced  against 
Governor  Winslow,  and  made  war  upon  the  little 
colony.  The  people  of  Swanzy  being  in  great  dis- 
tress, a  requisition  was  made  by  Governor  Winslow 
for  twenty  mounted  men  from  Bridgewater,  all  to 
be  forthwith  dispatched  to  their  relief.  But  seven- 
teen men  could  be  found,  and  June  21st  tiiey  were 
on  the  march.  "  They  met  some  of  the  Swanzy 
people  between  here  and  Taunton,  who  persuaded 
them  to  return  back."  But  they  proceeded,  and  the 
next  day  they  came  upon  a  party  of  Indians  thirty  iu 
number,  who  discharged  their  guns  and  gave  a  shout 
and  left.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  garrison.  A 
company  of  whites  were  attacked  by  a  band  of  In- 
dians, and  six  were  killed  outright.  The  Bridge- 
water  men  pursued  them,  and  a  few  days  after  had 
an  encounter,  killing  several  Indians.  On  the  20th 
of  July  this  party  of  Bridgewater  men  captured  six- 
teen Indians.  The  inhabitants  had  experienced  fre- 
quent assaults  from  the  Indians  a  short  time  previous, 
and  several  dwellings  had  been  destroyed,  five  of  them 
in  the  town,  as  it  was   called,  and  eight  in  the  out- 


skirts of  the  settlement.  About  three  hundred  In- 
dians were  engaged  in  this  attack,  "Tisguogen"  being 
their  chief  leader.  This  was  at  the  easterly  quarter 
of  the  town  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  "  Under 
God  the  courage  of  the  inhabitants  was  a  great  means 
of  their  preservation." 

July  31st.  A  party  of  Bridgewater  men  went  in 
pursuit  of  Philip,  and  succeeded  in  killing  several  of  his 
particular  friends,  and  soon  after,  with  Capt.  Church, 
killed  and  captured  one  hundred  and  thirty  Indians. 
The  Plymouth  County  men  were  in  the  fight  when 
Philip  was  slain,  and  also  in  the  great  swamp  fight 
which  closed  the  scene  of  this  long  and  bloody  strug- 
gle. The  Bridgewater  company  that  particiiiated  in 
the  many  engagements,  and  traversed  tiie  trackless 
wilderness  in  the  snow  of  midwinter,  was  in  command 
of  Thomas  Hayward,  Jr.  ;  John  Hayward,  Sr.,  was 
ensign.  Jacob  Mitchell,  who  was  slain  by  the  In- 
dians at  Dartmouth,  was  son  of  Experience  Mitchell, 
of  Bridgewater,  who  was  one  of  the  Pilgrims;  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Mitchell  was  likewise  slain,  and  it  is 
said  they  were  the  first  victims  to  the  tomahawk. 
The  son  of  Jacob  Mitchell,  one  of  the  children  who 
escaped  the  first  butchery,  was  Thomas  Mitchell, 
whose  remains  are  interred  in  the  old  graveyard  iu 
Bridgewater. 

Williams  Latham,  Esq.,  who  visited  the  battle- 
ground of  the  "  swamp  fight"  a  few  years  since,  found 
much  of  it  under  cultivation  and  with  but  little  in  its 
appearance  that  could  give  a  clear  impression  of  its 
condition  two  hundred  years  ago.  But  the  great 
battle  should  be  commemorated  by  some  appropriate 
monument  to  mark  the  spot  where  the  decisive  blow 
was  struck  that  opened  New  l<]ngland  to  the  advance 
of  civilization  and  eidightenment  by  our  iotrejiid  an- 
cestors. 

(The  foregoing,  it  will  be  understood,  applies 
mainly  to  the  ancient  town  that  embraced  tiie  three 
Bridgewaters  and  Brockton.) 

The  Early  Ministry. — The  early  ministry  of 
Bridgewater  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  entire 
social  fabric  of  the  ancient  town  that  even  an  epitome 
of  a  town  history  would  be  incomplete  without  it. 
The  settlement  of  Ilev.  James  Keith  as  the  first  min- 
ister, in  1604,  gave  to  the  sparsely-settled  neighbur- 
liood  a  man  of  marked  ability,  and  to  the  colony  an 
example  of  rare  Christrian  traits  and  sound  learning. 
He  was  educated  in  Scotland,  and  his  aggressive  spirit 
that  ventured  to  explore  the  wild  and  untried  shores 
of  New  England  at  once  found  in  this  wilderuess 
ample  scope  for  an  un trammeled  utterance  upon  the 
subject  of  religion,  to  which  he  was  most  ardently 
devoted.     He  was  indorsed  by  the  Mathers,  and   his 
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long  career  of  nearly  sixty  years  proved  him  worthy 
of  the  sacred  trust  committed  to  his  haods.  His 
cliurcli  save  character  to  the  eutire  region,  and  within 
its  influence  sound  morals  and  a  love  of  learning  was 
soon  manifest. 

His  posterity,  so  numerous,  have  honored  their 
ancestry,  and  the  name  of  the  first  minister  is  worthy 
of  tlie  highest  place  among  the  founders  of  the  Old 
Colony.  It  is  much  regretted  that  the  early  records 
of  the  first  church  have  been  lost,  and  much  that 
would  have  been  treasured  in  the  history  of  tiie  first 
parish  remains  uidy  in  tradition. 

Pirst  Cong^re^ational  Society. — A  second  pre- 
cinct or  parish  was  incorporated  June  1,  1716,  in 
what  was  then  called  South  Bridgewater.  This  em- 
braced what  is  now  Bridgewater  substantially.  The 
General  Court  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the 
matter,  and  it  was  in  pureuauce  of  a  favorable  report 
that  this  action  was  taken,  but  with  this  condition, 
"  That  the  whole  town  stand  oblige  to  an  honorable 
maintenance  of  Rev.  James  Keith,  their  present  aged 
minister,  if  he  should  outlive  his  powers  and  capacities 
of  discharging  the  oiEce  and  duty  of  their  minister." 

The  parish  erected  a  meetinghouse  upon  the  site 
of  the  present  Unitarian  Church,  the  laud,  together 
with  the  churchyard,  being  the  gift  of  John  Wash- 
burn. The  dedication  of  the  new  meeting-house  took 
place  June  14,  1717  ;  Rev.  James  Keith  delivered  the 
sermon  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Allen,  the  first  pastor,  was  ordained 
July  y,  1718,  and  continued  his  pastorate  for  thirteen 
years.  Mr.  Allen  was  a  native  of  Tisbury,  Martha's 
Vineyard,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  (1708).  He 
preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  new  meeting-house 
Aug.  IS,  1717,  and  his  last  Oct.  11,  1730.  He  built 
the  house  on  Central  Square,  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Nahum  Washburn,  and  which  was  owned 
and  occupied  by  Col.  Josiah  Edson  in  1775,  and  by 
Deacon  Isaac  Lazell  in  1810.  Mr.  Allen  removed  to 
Cape  Elizabeth,  and  was  the  first  minister  in  that 
place,  where  he  died  in  1754,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

Rev.  John  Shaw,  son  of  Joseph  Shaw,  of  East 
Bridgewater,  was  the  successor  of  Mr.  Allen.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  (1729),  and  was 
ordained  Nov.  17, 1731,  continuing  his  pastorate  until 
Ills  death  (1791),  the  remarkable  period  of  sixty  years. 
His  intellectual  endowments  were  of  a  superior  order, 
and  his  call  to  the  ministry  in  Bridgewater  was  most 
fortunate  for  the  parish,  as  he  was  not  only  gifted  in 
his  special  calling  as  a  preacher  and  theologian,  but 
his  literary  taste  gave  a  fresh  impulse  to  education 
that  continued  to  be  felt  for  several  generations. 

The  house  which  he  built  in  1740  is  still  standing, 


having  been  occupied  by  his  son,  Dr.  Samuel  Shaw, 
and  by  his  grandson,  the  late  Hon.  John  A.  Shaw,  and 
is  still  remaining  in  the  family.  From  this  historic 
parsonage  have  gone  out  large  numbers  of  students  that 
were  fitted  for  college  under  the  ministry  by  Mr.  Shaw. 
The  veneration  and  love  manifested  towards  Mr.  Shaw 
was  without  abatement  to  the  close  of  his  long  life. 
His  children  inherited  the  virtues  and  talents  of  their 
father,  and  several  of  them  were  ministers  of  the 
gospel.  Rev.  Oakes  Shaw,  his  eldest  son,  settled  in 
Barnstable,  and  was  the  father  of  the  distinguished 
Lemuel  Shaw,  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
Bezaliel,  the  second  son  of  Rev.  John,  burn  1733, 
graduated  at  Harvard  in  1762,  and  settled  in  the  min- 
iatry  at  Nantucket;  William,  the  third  sou,  born  1741, 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  and  settled  in  the  min- 
istry at  Marshfield;  John,  the  fifth  son,  graduated  at 
Harvard  College,  and  settled  iu  the  ministry  at  Hav- 
erhill ;  Samuel,  his  sixth  son,  studied  medicine,  and 
settled  in  Bridgewater. 

The  following  elegy  was  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Rev.  John  Shaw,  but  by  whom  written  is  uncertain : 

*'  Lo  !  virgin  spring  on  genial  winga  returns, 
Unlike  herself  in  raven  pluimigu  Jrest, 
'Tia  Shuw'a  aad  fate  in  tonJernesa  she  mourns, 
While  pallid  grief  sits  swooning  ou  hur  crest. 
The  great  divine  ia  snatched  from  mortal  sight ; 
Mad  envy,  hostile  malice,  wail  at  hourt ; 
In  blosaom'd  age  he  took  his  eagle  fligtit, 
I>eath  atay'd  his  bund,  and  nature  caat  tlio  dart. 
Alaa  !  he's  gone  !  the  mulaocholy  knell 
In  long-drawn  notes  proclaims  the  preacher  dead  ; 
Yet  hope,  aaauosive  hope,  delights  to  tell 
To  realms  of  bliss  the  eorapturt'd  spirit  lied. 
No  more  those  golden  days  to  us  belong ; 
No  more,  alaa!  those  years  are  seen  to  roll. 
When  from  his  lips  bleaa'd  Gabriel's  song 
Enforced  attention  and  engaged  the  soul. 
Keltgioa  sheds  tho  fond  tnatcrnal  tear. 
And,  sorrowing,  casts  her  mournful  look  around  j 
Yet  may  his  memory,  held  forever  dear, 
To  listening  captives  sing  a  joyful  sound. 
Sweetly  hia  drama  closed,  life  almost  gone, 
No  stinging  thoughts  hia  tranc^uil  mind  assails, 
Hope  winged  his  spirit,  and  religion's  sun 
Burst  through  tbe  gloom  and  uheered  tbu  livid  veil. 
Insensate  archer!     Can  none  thy  terrors  brave? 
From  thy  arrest  can  nothing  hand  relief? 
Ah,  surely  no!  kings  crowd  th'  unsocial  grave, 
Tbe  Roman  conqueror,  and  tbe  Grecian  chief." 

Nov.  19,  1759.  The  South  Parish  voted  to  build  a 
new  meeting-house  sixty-four  by  fifty  feet. 

November  30th.  The  parish  voted  to  use  the  old 
meeting-house  in  building  the  new  one,  and  to  take 
it  down  when  they  shall  think  proper. 

March  3,  1760.  Voted  not  to  build  a  belfry. 

Forty-seven  pews  were  sold  upon  completion  for 
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£3775,  old  teuor  ;   twelve  pews  sold  in  frout  gallery 
for  £1012,  old  teuor. 

Six  pews  on  the  men's  side  of  the  meeting-house, 
and  six  pews  on  the  women's  side,  sold  for  £474  lOs. 
old  tenor. 

176(j.  Col.  Edson  to  procure  a  curtain  for  the 
pulpit. 

1707.  Jacob  Washburn  &  Co.  to  purchase  a  bell. 
Lieut.  Washburn  to  hang  the  bell. 

Voted.  That  the  bell  be  rung  on  all  public  days  in 
the  year  according  to  the  custom  of  other  parishes, 
and  to  be  rung  at  nine  o'clock  if  free  of  charge  to  the 
parish,  and  at  funerals,  if  desired,  free  of  charge. 
Abram  Washburn  to  ring  the  bell  at  the  rate  of  £3 
15i.  per  year. 

1773.  Voted  to  paint  the  outside  of  the  meeting- 
house as  much  as  has  been  painted  heretofore,  and, 
the  inside,  the  canopy,  pulpit,  the  front  work  of  the 
galleries,  (he  pillars  under  the  galleries,  the  posts  and 
braces. 

The  first  meeting-house  was  forty-three  by  thirty- 
eight,  eighteen  feet  posts.  It  fronted  south  with  a 
large  door  in  the  middle  and  "  small  doors  on  east 
and  west  side  in  the  middle,  stairs  on  east  side,  men's 
stairs  on  west  side." 

The  Rev.  Zedekiali  Sanger,  D.D.,  settled  as  col- 
league of  Dr.  Shaw  Dec.  17,  1788.  He  was  a  native 
of  Sherborn,  born  in  1747,  graduated  at  Harvard  Uni- 
versity in  1771,  and  his  first  settlement  was  at  Dux- 
bury.  His  call  to  Bridgewater  proved  him  a  worthy 
successor  of  his  distinguished  associate,  who,  in  a 
little  more  than  two  years  after  this  connection,  was 
called  to  the  rewards  of  the  just.  The  settlement  of 
Dr.  Sanger  was  just  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  the 
llevulution,  when  the  people  were  greatly  impoverished 
by  the  inevitable  taxation  of  that  period.  His  salary 
was  four  hundred  dollare  and  twenty  cords  of  wood 
delivered.  Dr.  Sanger  proved  himself  not  only  an 
able  and  faithful  spiritual  adviser,  but  an  earnest  and 
efficient  promoter  of  education.  The  church  and 
pariah  prospered  under  his  ministry,  and  his  influence 
was  felt  throughout  the  town.  He  was  al.so  held  in 
high  esteem  by  the  clergy  of  the  Old  Colony  as  a  con- 
spicuous example  of  piety  and  sound  Icarniu'.;.  From 
the  time  of  his  settlement  until  the  establishment  of 
the  academy,  his  home  was  a  school  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  young  men  for  college,  and  in  subsequent 
years  he  had  many  students  in  theology.  His  home 
was  what  is  now  known  as  the  Stetson  farm,  and  like 
the  ministers  of  his  day  he  was  a  practical  fanner. 
His  family  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters  grew  up  to 
adorn  with  social  graces  the  parish  of  their  father. 

Several  of  his  sous  were  liberally  educated.     Ralph, 


i  the   third  son,  graduated    at  Harvard  in  1808,  and 
;  was  a  distinguished  clergyman   in   Dover,  Mass.,  and 
was  the  father  of  Judge  George  P.  Sanger,  of  Busiuii. 
Richard  graduated  also  at  Harvard  in  18U0,  uud  was 
i  preceptor  of    Bridgewater    Academy  from    1S05  to 
'  1810.     Zedekiah,   the    youngest    .son,    graduated    at 
I  Harvard  in   1807,  and  was  preceptor  of  the  Bridge- 
water  Academy  from   1810   to   1815.     S:imuil,  born 
1788,   remained  for  many  years  upon   the  aiice:^tral 
I  estate,  and   his  long  life  was   that  of  an  exemplary 
Christian  gentleman.      He  attained  the  age  of  nearly 
I  ninety  years.      He  left  no  children.     There  was  but 
I  one  meeting-house  in  the  village  in  Dr.  Sanger's  time, 
and  the  congregation  was  large,  aud   the  church  har- 
1  monious.     It  was  not  until  near  the  close  of  his  p;is- 
!  torate  that  doctrinal  dissensions  disturbed  tlie  churches 
I  of  this  region.     Dr.   Sanger  was  in  agreement   with 
'  the  pronounced  views  of  the  ministry  in  this  region, 
I  and  his  sermons  are  said   to  have  beeu  very  impres- 
I  sive.     His  life  was  one  of  thorough  devotion  to  his 
charge,  and  although  of  a  remarkably  strong  physique, 
hia   incessant   labors   gradually    impaired    his    health, 
and  he  was  called  from  earth   Nov.   17,  1S2U.      Dr. 
Reed,  of  West  Bridgewater,  preached  his  funeral  ser- 
mon, in  which  he  delineated  with  much  power  the 
eminent  career  of  the  distinguished  minister. 

The  church  in  which  Dr.  Sanger  was  installed  was 
built  in  1760,  the  timber  of  the  original  church  being 
used  in  part  in  its  construction.  It  was  enlarged  iu 
1810,  and  was  taken  down  to  give  place  to  the  present 
beautiful  edifice  of  the  parish  in  1845. 

Rev.  Richard  M.  Hodges,  the  fourth  minister  of 
the  South  Parish,  succeeded  Dr.  Sanger,  and  was  set- 
tled Sept.  12,  1821.  He  was  born  in  Salem,  Aug.  5, 
1794,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1S15,  iu 
a  class  peculiarly  distinguished  for  its  men  of  emi- 
nence in  the  ministerial  profession. 

The  council  invited  to  solemnize  Mr.  Hodges'  or- 
dination convened  at  the  Academy  Hall,  and  organ- 
ized under  the  direction  of  Dr.  John  Iteed,  of  ihe 
West  Parish,  assisted  by  a  cla-ssmate.  Rev.  Johu  G. 
Palfrey,  of  Boston,  as  scribe.  Afterwards,  at  the 
church,  were  celebrated  the  solemnities  of  the  occa- 
sion, which  took  place  in  the  following  order:  Rev. 
Ralph  Sanger,  of  Dover,  made  the  introductory 
prayer;  Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  of  Boston,  preached 
the  sermon ;  Rev.  Thaddeus  IM.  Harris,  of  Dor- 
chester, offered  the  ordaining  prayer ;  Rev.  John 
Prince,  of  Salem,  gave  the  charge;  Rev.  Charles 
Briggs,  of  Lexington,  presented  the  riglit  hand  of 
fellowship;  and  Rev.  J.  G.  Palfrey  made  the  con- 
cluding prayer. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hodges  assumed  the  responsible  duties  of 
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his  ministry  at  a  period  of  greiit  controversy,  wliicii 
teoilod  to  tlie  general  sepanUioD  of  tlie  Evangelical 
and  Unitarian  elements  of  the  churches,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  pastorate  witnessed  tlie  withdrawal  of  a 
number  of  his  parishioners,  who  became  identified 
with  the  newly-organized  church  in  Scotland,  of  which 
Rev.  Ebeuezer  Gay  was  the  first  pastor.  Mr.  Hodges 
was  iciL-lined  to  the  con.servative  school  of  his  denomi- 
nation, adhering  to  the  views  of  Channing,  which 
prevailed  largely  among  the  Unitarians  of  New  Eng- 
land. Po.ssessed  of  marked  literary  acquirements 
and  a  genial  and  accomplished  manner,  he  manifested 
his  devution  to  his  sacred  calling  by  a  most  earnest 
and  faithful  service  among  liis  people,  and  at  his  own 
request,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  years,  in  1833, 
received  a  peaceable  dismission  from  his  pastoral 
duties. 

Mr.  Hodges'  conueution  with  his  people  was  the 
foundation  of  an  abiding  friendship  and  an  ardent 
interest  in  the  church  and  parish.  He  was  a  frequent 
visitor  to  the  scenes  of  his  early  labors,  ministering 
consolation  in  seasons  of  sorrow  and  bereavement, 
and  mingling  in  the  social  gatherings  of  festive  occa- 
sions. 

On  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  settlement  (1871) 
Mr.  Hodges  preached  a  fitting  and  eloquent  sermon, 
commemorative  of  the  event,  from  the  text,  "  And  ye 
shall  hallow  the  fiftieth  year."  But  of  those  who  had 
acted  as  a  committee  in  behalf  of  the  parish  to  invite 
him  to  settle,  not  one  was  among  the  living.  For 
more  than  forty  years  Mr.  Hodges  was  a  resident  of 
Cambridge,  where,  with  the  blessings  of  an  ample 
fortune,  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy  the  social  and  lit- 
erary associations  of  its  classic  walks.  Mr.  Hodges 
died  Aug.  12,  1878,  leaving  three  children, — a  son, 
Dr.  R.  M.  Hodges,  an  eminent  physician,  and  two 
married  daughters. 

Rev.  Theophilus  P.  Doggett,  a  graduate  of  Brown 
University,  was  the  fifth  minister  of  the  First  Church, 
and  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Simeon  Doggett,  of  Rayn- 
ham,  and  grandson  of  Rev.  Perez  Fobes,  of  Rayn- 
ham.  a  native  of  Bridgewater.  Mr.  Doggett  was  or- 
dained Nov.  13,  1833,  as  successor  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Hodges.  The  clergymen  who  participated  in  the 
services  of  his  ordination  were  Rev.  Pitt  Clark,  of 
Nortnii,  moderator;  Rev.  Mr.  Edes,  of  Canton,  scribe  ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Bigelow,  of  Taunton,  who  addressed  the 
society ;  Rev.  Mr.  Hodges,  wlio  oflFered  the  introduc- 
tory prayer ;  Rev.  George  Parkman,  of  Boston,  who 
gave  the  charge  to  the  pastor  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Crafts,  of 
East  Bridgewater,  who  gave  the  right  band  of  fellow- 
ship ;  Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  of  Boston,  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Kendall,  of  Plymouth. 


Mr.  Doggett  continued  the  pastor  for  eleven  years, 
when,  by  reason  of  bronchial  disease,  he  was  dis(iual- 
ified  for  the  duties  of  the  pulpit,  and  re^igned  his 
pastorate. 

He  subsequently  was  .settled  at  Ashby,  in  1847, 
continuing  there  for  sis  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Barnstable,  whore  he  preached  for  seven  years.  His 
last  pastorate  was  at  Pembroke,  which  was  fur  thir- 
teen years.  His  death  was  from  apoplexy,  May  IS, 
1875. 

First  Congregational  Society. — R'v.  Claudius 
Bradford  was  the  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  and  Society  from  May  29,  1845,  to  July  21), 
1851,  when  dismission  was  granted.  It  was  during 
Mr.  Bradford's  pastorate  that  the  present  beautiful 
church  was  erected. 

Rev.  John  J.  Putnam  was  installed  pastor  Jan.  IG, 
1856,  and  dismissed  in  1864. 

Rev.  George  Dexter,  installed  Jan.  25,  18G5,  and 
dismissed  Dec.  17,  1866. 

Rev.  George  H.  Hosmer  was  settled  Dec.  15, 1868, 
and  resigned  his  pastorate  Dec.  15, 1878,  after  a  most 
harmonious  connection  often  years,  during  which  he 
won  the  warm  respect  and  affection  of  his  parish, 
while  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  citizens  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Hosmer  left  Bridgewater  to  accept  a  most  eli- 
gible position  as  pastor  of  a  church  in  Salem,  Mass. 

Rev.  Albert  E.  Goodnough  was  pastor  from  Sept. 
25,  1879,  to  April,  1881. 

Rev.  John  Albert  Wilson  was  ordained  May  11, 
1882,  and  died  in  Bridgewater,  Dec.  8,  1883.  His 
brief  pastorate  was  sadly  ended  by  his  sudden  death, 
as  he  had  preached  on  the  Sabbath  before  his  decease. 
Ho  was  much  beloved  for  rare  social  gifts,  and  his 
funeral  was  largely  attended  by  the  people  of  the 
parish  and  neighboring  clergymen.  His  remains  rest 
in  the  cemetery  of  the  village. 

The  clerks  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  have 
been, — 

Eleuzer  Carver,  1716,  '17,  '18. 

KiclmrJ  Davenport,  17111. 

.losiub  EdaoD,  NatbaDiel  Willis,  Eleazcr  Carver,  tu  1724. 

Thomaa  ilayward,  1724,  '2o,  '28,  '27,  '2S,  ■2'J,  •'Ml,  'il,  'o2,  '33, 

'34,  '35. 
Cul.  Joaiub  EiUon,  Jr.,  173C,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '4U,  '11,  '42,  '43,  '41, 

'45,  '46,  '47,  '48,  '49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '53,  '54,  '55,  '56,  '57,  '58, 

'59,  '6U,  '01,  '62,  '63,  '64,  '65,  '06. 
Joaiah   EUsoD,  Jr.,  1766,  '07,  '68,  '09,  '70,  '71,  '72,  '73,  74,  '75. 
Capt.  Abram  Waahburn,  1775,  '76,  '77,  78,  '79,  'Su. 
Samuel  Kinsley,  1781,  '82,  '83,  '84,  '85. 
Dr.  Samuel  Shaw,  1786,  '87,  'Su. 
Winslow  Hooper,  1789,  *90. 
Isaao  Lazell,  1791,  '92,  '93,  '94  '95,  '90,  '97,  '9.S,  '99,  18u0,  '01, 

■02,  '03,  '04,  '05,  '06,  '07,  '08,  '09. 
Caleb  Cary,  1810,  '11,  '12,  '13,  '14,  '15. 
Holmes  Sprague,  1816,  '17,  '18,  '19,  '20,  '21,  '22. 
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Nutlian  Lazoll,  Jr.,  1S23,  '24,  '25,  '26,  '27,  '28. 

N:ilaiiu  Stetson,  1829,  '30,  '31. 

Jlilclicll  Keilb,  1830. 

Pbilo  Loach,   1831,  '32,  '33,  '3+,  '35,  '36,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '4U,  '41, 

'42,  '43,  '44,  '45,  '46,  '47,  '48. 
■Williams  Latham,  IS49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '53,  '54,  '55,  '56,  '57. 
Eli  W;ishburD,  1S57,  '58,  '511,  'GU,  '61,  '62,  '63,  '64,  '65,  '66,  '67, 

•O.S,  '69,  '711,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75,  '70,  '77. 
Henry  T.  Pratt,  1877. 

AtuoD"-  tlie  names  of  the  fathers  whose  memories 
we  would  ever  cherish  may  be  mentioued  those  of  the 
worthy  deacons  who  were  associated  with  tiie  organi- 
zation and  growth  of  the  church  of  tlie  Soutli  Parisli. 
Tliougli  no  date  may  indicate  the  time  of  the  choice 
of  the  first  standard-bearers  of  Mr.  Allen's  p:istoratc, 
the  duties  of  the  ofEce  devolved  upon  two  honored 
Uicmbers  of  the  community  whose  Pilgrim  names, 
Carver  and  Aidcu,  have  ever  graced  the  banner  of 
the  Old  Colony. 

It  was  not,  however,  till  Oct.  17,  1734,  sixteen 
years  after  tlie  settlement  of  the  first  pastor,  that 
"  the  bretliren,  being  met  together  at  the  public  meet- 
ing-house, declared  it  as  their  judgment  that  there 
ought  to  be  an  ordination  of  deacons,"  and  upon 
the  choice  of  Thomas  Hayward  as  deacon,  whose 
home  overlooked  the  woods  and  vales  of  Pratt  Town, 
arranged  for  the  solemn  service  of  ordination  to  take 
place  November  17th,  on  the  third  anniversary  of 
Mr.  Siiaw's  settlement. 

This  occasion  can  have  been  of  no  ordinary  inter- 
est to  the  welfare  of  the  infant  church,  the  member- 
ship of  which  was  rapidly  increasing  under  the  care 
of  its  youthful  pastor,  and,  with  the  establishment  of 
schools,  was  to  determine  the  perpetuity  of  religion 
and  good  learning  in  the  community.  We  would 
Seek  to  know  mure  of  the  character  and  lives  of  those 
who  gathered  to  witness  these  services  and  who  were 
so  scattered  (rom  Titicut  and  Nippenickett  to  the  little 
hamlet  of  Satucket.  We  can  be  quite  sure  that 
among  the  number  were  two  of  the  sons  of  Minister 
Kcitli, — Samuel  of  Scotland,  and  John  of  South 
Street, — who  had  early  become  identified  with  the 
welfare  of  the  church  and  would  watch  with  interest 
the  growth  of  a  vine  of  their  father's  planting. 

Deacon  Eleazor  Carver  and  Deacon  Joseph  Alden 
lived  to  witness  the  prosperity  of  the  church,  and  in 
a  ripe  old  age,  before  the  decease  of  Deacon  Ilayward, 
in  1741,  were  considerably  relieved  of  the  responsi- 
bilities of  their  office  by  the  appointment  of  Capt. 
Josiah  Edson,  who  lived  near  the  site  of  the  old 
Pratt  Tavern,  and  of  Solomon  Pratt,  whose  fartu  must 
have  extended  into  the  valley  of  the  forge.  The  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  death  of  Deacon  Pratt,  in  1757, 
was  filled  by  the  choice  of  Jacob  Ilayward,  of  Pratt- 


town,  who  upon  the  decease  of  Capt.  Edson,  in  1763, 
was  probably  assisted  in  the  duties  of  the  office  by 
Col.  Josiah  Edson,  who  at  this  time,  with  Lieut. 
Joshua  Alden,  was  a"  tuner  of  the  psalms."  In  1775, 
nearly  three  years  before  the  close  of  Deacon  Ilay- 
ward's  life,  occurred  the  election  of  Bonjainiu  Willis, 
Jr.,  and  Seth  Pratt,  the  former  an  honored  judge, 
whose  mansion  still  stands  near  ancestral  trees,  on 
the  way  to  Woodward's  bridge,  the  latter  a  nephew 
of  Deacon  Solomon  and  of  prominence  as  a  select- 
man for  many  years.  Deacon  Pratt  and  Deacon 
Willis  were  the  last  of  the  eight  recorded  deacons  of 
Mr.  Shaw's  long  pastorate,  and  lived  not  only  to  wit- 
ness the  installation  of  Mr.  Sanger  as  colleague  of 
their  aged  minister,  but  to  cheer  for  many  years  their 
pastor's  life.  Faithful  in  the  maintenance  of  the  or- 
dinances of  the  gospel  in  the  town,  these  fathers  were 
no  less  active  in  their  chosen  callings.  But  though 
time  has  thrown  into  oblivion  many  an  incident  of 
their  lives,  and  left  us  but  few  landmarks  to  remind 
us  of  their  names,  we  who  have  the  inestimable 
legacy  of  Christian  homes  can  strive  to  manifest  in 
our  lives  their  spirit  and  steadfa.-it  Christian  char- 
acter, and  inscribe  above  their  resting-places  the 
words  of  the  Psalmist,  so  fittingly  written  of  one  of 
their  number,  '•  Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly  man 
ceaseth,  for  the  faithful  fail  from  among  the  children 
of  men." 

At  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Sangar's  pastorate,  in 
1788,  the  brethren  of  the  church  made  choice  of 
James  Perkins,  Jr.,  as  an  associate  of  Deacon  Willis 
and  Deacon  Pratt,  the  former  of  whom  was  at  that 
time  quite  advanced  in  years.  Deacon  Perkins  was  a 
great-grandson  of  the  first  settler  of  the  name  in 
Bridgewater,  and  resided  but  a  few  steps  beyond  the 
site  of  the  old  Trinity  Church,  not  far  from  the  site 
of  the  original  family  homestead.  The  enterprise 
and  skill  of  Deacon  Perkins  as  a  gunsmith,  in  devel- 
oping the  growth  of  the  mechanical  industries  of  the 
parish,  were  of  no  inferior  order,  and  in  the  war  of 
independence  had  been  recognized  in  the  manufacture 
of  a  thousand  stand  of  arms  for  the  American  army. 
Subsequently,  in  the  days  of  1812,  with  his  sou, 
Ilufus,  and  sou-iulaw.  Dr.  Shubael  Luvell,  he  still 
continued  to  fill  orders  for  the  government.  The 
gun-shop  of  Deacon  Perkins  still  stands  incorporated 
in  the  old  mansion  of  the  Lovell  family,  and  in  its 
concealment  is  expressive  of  the  changes  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  of  the  obscurity  of  many  a  landmark  of 
the  Revolution. 

Two  of  Deacon  Perkins'  grandsons,  Neheniiah  and 
Lorenzo  Lovell,  were  graduates  of  Bruwn  Univer.-sity 
in   1833,  and  studied  for  the  ministry.     Shubael  re- 
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uiaiuoJ  upou  the  homestead  place,  uod,  as  a  luaou- 
facturer  ol"  straw  goods,  was  long  kuown  as  a  business 
mau  of  energy  and  integrity.  The  old  house  of 
Deacon  Perkins  was  destroyed  by  Sre  not  many  years 
before  the  close  of  his  life,  which  occurred  in  1827, 
in  his  eighty-first  year. 

Another  of  JMr.  Sanger's  deacons  was  Ephraim  | 
Ort-ut,  the  son  of  Ichabod,  whose  early  home,  long  j 
since  removed,  once  stood  beyond  South  Brook  at  the  I 
entrance  of  the  road  to  the  State  work-house.  He  re-  ; 
moved  to  tiie  West  Parish  in  ISOG,  but  subsequently  j 
returned  to  his  native  parish  and  lived  at  the  Horton  | 
place  (now  owned  by  M.  F.  Barney),  where  lie  died  ; 
in  1831,  at  the  age  of  eighty -seven  years.  His  | 
widow  and  several  members  of  iiis  family  removed 
to  Chester,  N.  H. 

Deacon  Orcut  s  humble  sphere  in  life  was  no  bar- 
rier to  his  recognition  as  a  worthy  and  exemplary 
candidate  for  the  -sacred  office,  and  the  intrinsic  ex- 
cellence of  his  character  was  freely  acknowledged  in 
the  thoughtful  affection  of  the  community.  Of  his 
ancestry,  as  of  his  brethren, 

"  Tliuir  niinie^i,  thuir  years,  spelt  by  tUo  unleltcreJ  iMuse, 
The  place  of  fume  and  elej;y  supply, 
And  many  a  holy  text  arutiail  ribe  strews, 
'ritat  teach  the  rustic  uionilist  tu  die." 

A  prominent  man  in  Dr.  Sanger's  day  was  Maj. 
Isaac  Lazell,  who,  with  Peter  Conant,  was  chosen 
deacon  as  early  as  1803.  Deacon  Lazell's  name  will 
long  be  revered  as  one  which  was  connected  not  only 
with  the  work  of  the  church,  but  with  the  develop- 
ment of  all  good  objects  of  a  public  character.  He 
w;is  born  in  1756,  and  his  life  spanned  that  deeply 
interesting  Revolutionary  period  which  so  tested  the 
patriotism  of  our  countrymen.  Fitted  by  sterling 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart  to  be  a  prudent  adviser, 
he  became  one  of  Dr.  Sanger's  enduring  friends,  and 
in  the  capacity  of  clerk  of  the  parish  evinced  his 
interest  in  its  affairs  by  a  faithful  service  of  eighteen 
years.  Associated  with  his  brother,  Nathan  Lazell, 
Esq.,  at  the  old  store,  Maj.  Lazell,  with  others,  was 
active  in  the  inauguration  of  the  great  manufacturing 
industry  that  for  two  generations  has  given  distinc- 
tion to  his  native  place,  and  reflected  in  its  business 
management  that  solid  integrity  characteristic  of  the 
original  firm.  As  merchant  and  manufacturer  he  was 
instrumental  in  concentrating  about  his  home  such 
enterprise  as  to  render  it  the  nucleus  of  the  future 
village,  and  his  participation  in  the  endowment  and 
erection  of  the  academy  of  the  county  in  1799  was 
indicative  not  only  of  his  foresight  but  his  bounty. 
"  May  science  flourish  in  the  academy  now  raising," 
written   in  his  day-book  of  June  20th,  is   but  an  ex- 


pression of  those  who  sought  the  educational  and 
moral  elevation  of  the  community  and  the  blessings 
of  good  learning  for  their  children. 

As  proprietor  of  a  public-house  in  later  years, 
Maj.  Lazell  naturally  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  pro- 
ject of  opening  a  grand  turnpike  road  between  Boston 
and  New  Bedford,  and  most  significantly  co-uperated 
with  his  brother,  Gen.  Lazell,  in  its  construction  in 
1805.  Deacon  Lazell's  home,  with  its  poplars  and 
olTsets  and  its  walks  of  box,  was  brightened  by  the 
presence  of  a  worthy  helpmeet  whose  refined  nature 
fitted  her  for  the  prominence  which  she  occupied  in 
the  social  circle,  and  whose  spirit  of  hospitality  ren- 
dered so  attractive  the  surroundings  of  the  deacon's 
inn.  As  the  fortunate  mistress  of  such  a  home  she 
raised  a  large  family  of  daughters,  and  upon  the  death 
of  her  husband,  in  1810,  continued  to  welcome  to  her 
board  a  gladsome  company  of  students — often  twenty 
or  more — whose  faces  cheered  the  halls  of  the  old 
academy.  The  spirit  of  generosity  of  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Lazell  lived  to  see  revived  in  the  presentation 
of  the  commodious  grounds  of  the  second  Academy 
by  his  heirs  in  1822,  and  to  the  end  of  life  in  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Eddy,  was  the  friend  of 
many  a  student. 

An  associate  of  Deacon  Lazell  was  Peter  Conant, 
the  son  of  Phineas,  and  nephew  of  Rev.  Silvauus 
Conant,  a  distinguished  minister  of  Middlcboro'. 
About  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1777,  Mr.  Conant 
took  up  his  abode  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Great  Hill, 
on  au  old  bridle-path  that  now  winds  through  quiet 
woodland  not  far  from  the  site  of  the  old  family  home- 
stead, which  was  owned  by  Lot  Conant,  son  of  the 
first  Nathaniel.  Mr.  Conant  was  an  artisan  of 
acknowledged  skill,  and  possessed  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise and  of  loyal  citizenship.  In  early  life  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother,  Phineas,  and  his  uncle.  Lot,  he 
was  a  soldier  in  Capt.  Allen's  Bridgewatcr  company, 
and  with  several  others  of  the  name  was  foremo.st  in 
patriotic  service.  Upon  the  death  of  Deacon  Lazell, 
in  1810,  with  Deacon  James  Alger  and  Deacon  Cor- 
nelius Holmes  as  associates.  Deacon  Conant  continued 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  till  a  few  years  be- 
fore the  close  of  Mr.  Sanger's  ministry,  when  he  be- 
came an  attendant  of  the  religious  service  at  Scotland, 
and  was  an  original  member  of  that  church.  In 
1823,  Deacon  Conant  sold  his  place  and  removed  to 
Northfield,  N.  H.,  the  home  of  his  son.  Rev.  Lebbeus 
Conant,  where  he  died  surrounded  by  his  kindred. 

James  Alger,  who  acted  as  a  deacon  as  early  as 
1810,  was  the  son  of  Lieut.  James  Alger,  of  the 
West  Parish,  and  brother  of  Capt.  Abizer  Alger,  a 
furnaceman  of  prominence,  and  father  of  Cyrus  Alger, 
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the     ilistinp;uislied     luetallursist    and     mauufacturcr. 
Deacon   Alger  lived  on   the  old   Samuel  Keitli  place  1 
ill  Scotland,  and  for  a  number  of  years  in  partnership 
with  Col.  Salmon  Fobes  carried  on  an  iron  furnace  and  ] 
store    at  Freetown.     He  was  an   influential  and  re-  i 
speetcd  member  of  the  parish,  especially  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  schools,  and  so  lonj;  as  his  hcaltli 
jiermittcd    retained    his  official  connection    with   the  ] 
churcli.     Upon  his  resi<;iiation,  in  1822,  Cyrus  Cope-  | 
land,  Sr.,  was  chosen   his  successor.     Deacon    Alger  [ 
was  a  devoted  student  of  the  Scriptures,  and  it  was  [ 
said  of  him  that  he  would  speculate  with  considerable  j 
ability  upon  subjects  that  have  found  opposite  advo- 
cates in  the  Christian  Clmrch.     He  was  an  occasional  1 
contributor  to  the  Christinn  Keijister.      He  spent  the 
last  of  his  days  with    his  sou,  llev.   Horatio    Alger, 
who  at  that  time  was  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church 
in  Chelsea.     Deacon   Alger's  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Lieut.  Joseph   Bassett,  a  descendant  on   her  father's 
side  of  William  Bassett,  and  on  her  mother's  of  Rob- 
ert Cushmau,  both  of  whom  were  among  the  Plymouth 
Pilgrims. 

The  erection  of  the  church  at  the  East  Precinct  in 
1720,  and  the  organization  of  a  church  in  Halifax  in 
171)4,  had  slightly  affected  the  membership  of  Mr. 
Shaw's  parish  ;  but  in  1743  the  people  of  Titicut,  by 
a  petition  for  a  separate  precinct,  created  a  more  serious 
loss  to  its  membership,  and  in  course  of  time  no  small 
disturbance  of  it.s  di.sciplinary  peace.  The  preaching 
of  Whitefield,  Davenport,  and  the  Tennents,  and  Ed- 
wards, Hopkins,  and  Bellamy,  had  at  this  time  of 
the  great  awakening  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
the  churches  of  New  England,  and  the  controversy  of 
the  Old  and  New  Lights  was  making  inroads  upon  the 
churches  of  the  established  order,  and  given  rise  to  the 
organization  of  separate  parishes.  The  Old  Lights 
favoring  the  undisturbed  privileges  of  the  established 
clergy,  and  relying  upon  the  power  of  the  civil  law 
for  the  support  of  the  ordinances  of  religion,  were  in 
direct  conflict  with  the  upholders  of  new  measures, 
who  aimed  at  the  complete  separation  of  Church  and 
State.  So  great  was  the  prejudice,  moreover,  against 
any  innovation  in  the  modes  of  preparation  of  tiie 
clergy  for  their  sacred  oflice,  that  in  Connecticut,  where 
the  controversy  more  hotly  raged,  a  law  was  enacted, 
prohibiting  any  person  wlio  had  not  been  educated  or 
graduated  at "  Harvard,  or  Yale,  or  some  other  allowed 
Protestant  college  or  university,"  from  tiiking  '•  the 
benefit  of  the  law  of  the  government,  respecting  the 
settlement  and  support  of  ministers."  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  the  express  conviction  of  many,  who 
sought  the  more  pronounced  views  of  republicanism, 
and  advocated  a  more  ardent  spirituality  of  the  church. 


that,  to  limit  the  functions  of  the  gospel  ministry  to 
those  only  who  had  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  a  liberal 
education,  was  to  debar  from  most  active  .-service  a 
certain  element  in  the  church  whose  ([ualificatiuns  for 
the  ministry  was  evinced  by  their  efficiency  and  spirit- 
ual life.  With  fifty-three  original  members  in  1718, 
and  with  seventy-five  additional  names  during  Mr. 
Allen's  pastorate,  the  prosperity  of  Mr.  Shaw's  church 
had  ever  been  apparent  in  the  cheerful  support  of  his 
ministerial  labors,  and  in  the  continued  iiicTeu>e  of  its 
membership.  The  first  ten  years  of  his  ministry  had 
witnessed  the  reception  of  one  hundred  and  eiglit  mem- 
bers, fifty-seven  of  whom  signed  the  covenant  during 
the  first  three  years,  and  the  great  revival  of  1742 
had  produced  most  gratifying  results  by  tlie  accessiun  uf 
thirty-three  in  January,  thirty-seven  in  February,  and 
fifty-seven  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  During 
the  first  twenty  years  of  Mr.  Shaw's  ministry  two 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  had  been  added  to  the  church. 

I  In  1741   and  1742,  for  a  period  of  fourteen    months, 

I  the  preaching  of  Eliab  Byram,  at  Titicut,  had  aroused 
a  deep  interest  in  the  ordinances  of  the  guspel,  and 

I  the  desire  for  the  incorporation   of   a  parish,  which 

I  was  granted  with  considerable  delay. 

Silas   Brett,   John    Wadsworth,    Mr.   Tucker,    and 

I  Solomon  Reed  were  among  tiiose  who  afterwards  cun- 

I  ducted  religious  services  there,  but  there  was  yet  no 
permanent  ministry.  The  efi"orts  of  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Shepherd,  of  Attlcboro',  prepared  the  way  for  the  ar- 
rival of  Rev.  Joseph  Snow  and  llev.  Isaac  Backus, 
the  former  a  New  Light  minister  of  Providence,  whose 
father  was  a  native  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  latter  a 
well-known  Evangelistic  preacher,  of  Connecticut. 
Mr.  Snow  and  Mr.  Backus  were  hospitably  enter- 
tained at  the  home  of  Seth  Ilayward,  a  "  Chri.-.tian 
brother,"  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Backus 
writes :  "  We  came  down  to  Titicut,  to  Brother  Sam- 
uel Alden's,  where  Brother  Snow,  who  had  laburcd  in 
the  place  before,  was  welcomed  with  much  rejoicing." 
Numerous  services  in  December  and  January  now 
aroused  an  interest  in  the  speedy  acknowledgment  of 
a  covenant,  and  a  discourse  of  Jlr.  Backus  upcjii  the 
building  and  government  of  the  church  hastened  the 
action  of  those  who  favored  the  claims  of  the  New 
Lights.  The  precinct  had  already  taken  measures  for 
the  completion  of  its  plans.  In  the  luunth  uf  March, 
1747,  at  the  home  of  James  Keith,  a  grandson  of 
Miuister  Keith,  it  was  voted  "  to  provide  material  to 
enclose  and  cover  the  meeting-house,"  but  the  mem- 

!  bers  of  neighboring  churches  could  obtain  no  letters 
of  dismission.  The  mutual  jealou.sy  of  the  Old 
Light  Church  of  Bridgewater  and  the  New  Light 
Church  of  Mr.   Couant,   at    Middleboro',    that   their 
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brethren  uC  Titicut  would  not  be  beneath  tlie  protect-  | 
iug  w^ud  of  a  suitable  shepherd,  finally  led  to  a  reso-  j 
lutiuii  of  the  petitioners  that  they  would  be  "  re- 
strained by  such  tyranny  no  longer,"  and  resulted  in 
the  ori;anizatiou  of  a  church  in  1748,  which  soon 
accepted  the  ministrations  of  Rev.  Isaac  Backus. 
Sixteen  persons  signed  the  covenant,  niue  of  whom 
were  of  the  church  of  the  South  Parish.  At  this 
tiuie  the  little  church  was  increa^iiug,  and  at  the  date 
of  the  ordination,  April  13th,  numbered  thirty-four. 
'•  Only  pastors  of  kindred  churches,  with  delegates 
of  Norwiel),  Canterbury,  Attlcboro',  and  Providence, 
had  been  invited  to  participate  in  the  ordination. 
Rev.  Mr.  Snow,  of  Providence,  preached  the  sermon ; 
Deacon  Israel  Washburn  was  chosen  to  lay  on  hands ; 
Brother  Cleveland,  of  Canterbury,  offered  the  first 
prayer ;  Brother  Paine,  of  Canterbury,  gave  the 
charge;  Brother  Hyde,  of  Norwich,  gave  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  ;  and  Deacon  Washburn  made  the 
concluding  prayer."  A  period  of  violent  commotion 
among  the  churches  of  New  England  respecting  the 
modes  and  subject  of  baptism  was  the  occasion  of  con- 
tinued discussion  and  distraction  for  several  years, 
and  the  occurrence  of  five  New  Light  councils  from 
1751  to  1753,  which  followed  Mr.  Backus'  decision 
in  favor  of  believer's  baptism,  resulted  in  the  decline 
of  the  growth  of  the  church,  and  a  gradual  separation 
of  contiicting  elements.  Mr.  Backus  continued  to 
preach  as  a  Congregatioualist  until  tiie  formation  of  a 
Baptist  Church,  January,  175t).  The  church  called 
Mr.  Backus,  and  Juue  23d  witnes.sed  his  installation. 
This  was  the  first  Baptist  Church  organized  between 
Boston  and  llehoboth,  and  between  Bellingham  and 
the  end  of  Cape  Cod. 

Though  favored  with  but  a  small  number  of  ad- 
herents, Mr.  Backus' church  in  1779  had  increased  in 
membership  from  fifty-nine  to  one  hundred  and  thir-ty- 
eight,  and  at  the  expiration  of  forty  years,  with  the 
changes  that  came  from  the  decease  of  tiiirty-four,  I 
the  dismission  of  sixty-one  to  other  churches,  it  still 
possessed  a  thriving  body  of  followers,  who  numbered 
ninety-one,  and  had  already  acquired  the  title  of 
mother  of  ministers  and  churches. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  pastorate  at  Titicut,  Mr. 
Backus  adopted  the  course  of  an  Evangelistic  preacher, 
and,  like  Wesley,  called  the  world  his  parish,  for  of  uo 
part  of  the  Old  Colony  was  he  unmindful.  During 
the  first  eleven  years  of  his  ministry  he  delivered  two 
thousand  four  hundred  sermons,  and  traveled  fourteen 
thuusaud  seven  hundred  miles  beyond  the  limits  of 
his  parish.  This  course  of  life  he  pursued  until 
((uite  advanced  in  years,  aud  delivered  annually  about 
two  hundred  sermons.     In  the  formation  of  kindred 


churches  of  Middleboro',  Barnstable,  Marshfield, 
Cocheset,  and  Carver,  we  recognize  the  legitimate 
influence  of  the  Christian  code  of  llliode  Island, 
under  the  administration  of  an  active  reformer.  With 
but  six  churches  of  his  denomination  in  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  before  1734,  Mr.  Backus  wit- 
nessed a  most  remarkable  growth  of  his  cause  in  the 
establishment  of  forty-eight  churches  in  Massachu- 
setts in  the  course  of  thirty  years,  and,  before  1792, 
of  a  thousand  churches  in  the  country. 

His  prominence  in  concentrating  the  strength  of 
the  Baptist  element  in  New  England,  and  promoting 
its  claims  of  equality,  found  honored  expression  in 
his  mission  at  Philadelphia  in  1774,  at  the  meeting 
of  the  First  Continental  Congress,  and  his  protest 
against  the  establishment  of  old  ecclesi;istical  laws  in 
Massachusetts,  and  in  his  plea  for  the  amendment  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  placed  him  in  the  ranks  of  the 
most  noted  advocates  of  religious  liberty.  Associated 
with  President  Manning,  of  the  College  of  Rhode 
Island,  of  which  he  was  trustee,  Mr.  Backus  was 
heartily  identified  with  the  interests  of  liberal  learn- 
ing, and  was  a  dispenser  of  charities  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth.  His  numerous  publications  upon  both 
political  and  religious  subjects  attracted  the  attention 
of  statesmen,  and  enlisted  the  sympathy  of  many. 
With  an  established  fame  as  a  preacher  and  historian 
he  was  also  a  recognized  teacher  in  his  profession, 
and  welcomed  not  a  few  to  his  fellowship,  who  became 
eminent  as  clergymen. 

At  his  humble  home,  on  Nov.  20,  180G,  Mr. 
Backus  passed  away  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  sixty-first  of  his  ministry.  He  w;is  born 
in  Norwich,  Conn.,  Jan.  9,  1724.  His  father  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  first  plaiitei-s  of  Norwich 
(1U60).  His  mother  was  of  the  family  line  of  the 
Winslows,  who  were  early  settlers  in  the  Old  Colony. 

Ecclesiastical  History. — In  1821  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Congregational  Church  withdrew 
and  organized  a  new  church,  viz.,  the  Trinitarian 
Congregational  Church,  and  the  following  arc  the 
names  of  those  who  constituted  said  church  at  its 
organization,  Oct.  17,  1821  :  John  Couant,  Deborah 
Couant,  Jason  Dyer,  Theophilus  Wentworth,  Betsey 
Wentworth,  Rufua  Wood,  Susannah  Wood,  Mary 
Conant,  Mary  Hooper,  Nancy  Washburn,  Oliver  Co- 
nant,  Peter  Couant,  Jane  Conant,  Polly  Couant,  Levi 
Leach,  Betsey  Leach,  Giles  Leach,  Deborah  Conant, 
Ruth  Keith. 

Nov.  10,  1821,  an  organization  was  had  for  the 
erection  of  a  meeting-house,  which  was  to  be  built  iu 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  the  following 
persons  were  chosen  building  committee :   Benjamin 
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Keith,  Jason  Dyer,  Seth  Conant,  Zephaniah  Caswell, 
Ezra  Fobes,  Jr.,  William  Bassett,  Caleb  F.  Leonard. 
It  was  agreed  that  there  should  be  thirty  shares,  and 
the  Ibllowinj;  persons  are  named  as  agreeing  to  take 
shares :  Jasoii  Dyer,  Caleb  F.  Leonard,  William 
Bassett,  Benjamin  Keith,  Ezra  Fobc.s,  Jr.,  Nathan 
Ba.s.sett,  Zephaniah  Caswell,  Josiah  Bas.sctt,  Cornelius 
Holmes,  Seth  (Mnant,  Rufus  Wood,  Oliver  Conant, 
Jo.'ieph  Bassett,  Morton  Eddy,  Levi  Hooper,  George 
Ba>.sett,  Zeplianiali  Wilbar. 

Setii  CoDant  and  Ezra  Fobes  contracted  to  build 
the  meeting-house,  which  was  located  in  what  is 
known  as  ''Scotland."  The  church  was  completed 
during  the  year  1822,  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand 
dollars.  Ezra  Fobes,  Oliver  Keith,  and  Morton  Eddy 
were  chosen  deacons. 

Jan.  29,  1823,  this  cliurch  installed  the  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Gay  as  its  pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Codman,  of 
Dorchester,  preaching  the  sermon,  and  tlie  following 
clergymen  taking  part  in  the  exercises  of  the  occa- 
sion :  Dr.  Calvin  Hitchcock,  of  Randolph  ;  Rev. 
William  Cogswell,  of  Dedham  ;  Rev.  J.  B.  Fiske,  of 
Sharon  ;  Rev.  Elisha  Fiske,  of  Wrentham ;  Rev. 
Luther  Sheldon,  D.D.,  of  Easton  ;  Rev.  P.  Colby, 
of  Middleboro';  Rev.  Daniel  Thomas,  of  Abington  ; 
Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes,  of  New  Bedford  ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Shaw,  of  Middleboro';  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington, 
of  North  Bridgewater.  Mr.  Fiske  wa.s  moderator ; 
Mr.  Sheldon,  scribe. 

Mr.  Gay  continued  his  labors  with  success,  and  the 
following  year  about  fifty  were  added  to  the  church. 
After  about  fifteen  years  (in  IBStlj  the  members  of 
the  church  in  the  Centre  had  increased,  and  a  major- 
ity being  in  favor  of  removing  to  that  locality,  Mr. 
Gay,  with  much  reluctance,  parted  with  his  Scotland 
charge,  and  established  the  church,  with  a  new  house 
of  worship,  on  the  west  side  of  Central  Square.  This 
course  was  approved  by  neighboring  clergymen  and 
laymen,  and  proved  to  be  what  is  now  the  strong  and 
well-established  Central  Square  Church.  Rev.  Mr. 
Gay  was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request,  Dec.  29,  1841, 
and  his  successor  was  Rev.  S.  S.  Tappan,  who  was 
the  pastor  for  two  years, — Morton  Eddy,  Cornelius 
Holmes,  and  Abiel  Bassett,  deacons. 

In  1845  (April  23d),  Rev.  David  Brigham  was 
installed  the  pastor.  The  council  was  Rev.  P.  Colby, 
of  xMiddleboro' ;  Rev.  Paul  Couch,  of  North  BriJge- 
water;  Rev.  Israel  W.  Putnam,  of  Middleboro'; 
llev.  Dennis  Powers,,  of  Abington  ;  Rev.  Daniel 
Huntington,  of  North  Bridgewarter ;  Rev.  Baalis 
Sanlbrd,  of  East  Bridgewater;  Rev.  Willard  Pierce, 
of  Abington.  Sermon  by  Rev.  Sewall  Harding,  of 
Medway. 


'  Mr.  Brigham's  pastorate  continued  until  Dec.  24, 
I  1858,  when  he  tendered  his  resignation,  after  nearly 
1  fourteen  years  of  faithful  devotion  to  his  sacred  call- 
ing, during  which  time  there  were  many  additions  to 
]  the  church. 

1  Rev.  John  M.  Prince,  from  Georgetown,  wa.s  the 
next  pastor.  His  installation  took  place  Feb.  23, 
1859,  and  gave  promise  of  good  for  tiie  ehureli. 

In  a  few  months  he  was  stricken  with  fatal  dis- 
ea.sc,  which  terminated  his  brief  but  mo.st  dev(]tid 
labors  with  this  people,  Nov.  IG,  1850.  Mr.  l-'riiiee 
was  very  much  beloved,  and  his  death  was  deeply 
\  lamented.  His  remains  were  tenderly  laid  in  the 
cemetery  of  this  town  with  most  touching  expressions 
of  affection  by  his  church  and  parish. 

The  meeting-house,   which  was   erected    in   1830, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1860. 
[       Rev.  Ebenezer  Douglass  was    the  next   minister, 
I  coming  to  the  place  the  week  before  the  church  was 
I  destroyed.      He  engaged  with  zeal   in   the  interest  of 
j  the   church,    and   aided   much    in    raising   funds   for 
]  rebuilding  the  present  spacious  and  convenient  edi- 
fice.    The   funds  for  the   new  meeting-hou.se   were 
raised   by   subscription   and   given    to    the   corporate 
church   that  owned  the  land,  on  condition  that  the 
annual  rental  of  pewa  should  be  applied  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  gospel   ministry  and    the  incidental   ex- 
penses of  the  church. 

The  meeting  house  was  completed  in  the  sjiring  of 
1862. 

Solomon  K.  Eaton  was  the  architect,  and  Ambrose 
Keith  the  master  builder. 

The  building  committee  were  Joshua  E.  Crane, 
Philip  D.  Kingman,  Christopher  D.  Copeland. 

There  wa.s  a  commendable  spirit  of  liberality  and 
self-sacrifice  manifested  by  the  church  and  parish  in 
accomplishing  this  work,  which  was  carried  on  amid 
the  trying  season  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 

Mr.  Douglass  was  installed  June  2G,  18G2,  the 
followiog  ministers  participating  in  the  exercises: 
Rev.  E.  A.  Park,  D.D.,  who  preached  the  sermon 
(Boston)  ;  Rev.  E.  Thurston,  D.D.,  charge  to  the 
pastor  (Fall  River)  ;  Rev.  J.  C.  Seagraves,  Scotland  ; 
1  Rev.  N.  H.  Broughton,  East  aud  West  Bridge- 
water;  Rev.  T.  G.  Brainard,  Halifax;  Rev.  I.  W. 
Putnam,  D.D.,  Middleboro';  Rev.  E.  G.  Little, 
North  Middleboro' ;  Rev.  J.  G.  Haskell,  Raynham  ; 
Rev.  P.  Wallace,  Boston. 

Mr.  Doughiss  retained  the  pa.storate  for  five  years 
and  resigned,  having  accomplished  much  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  church. 

Rev.  Horace  D.  Walker  was  installed  pastor  April 
'  9,  18G8,  Rev.  Eli  Thurston  preaching  the  .sermon. 
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continuinjr  a   successful    ministry   for    twelve   years, 
wlicn  lie  tendered  his  resignatioo. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Bodwell,  tlie  present  pastor,  was  in- 
stalled in  1S80. 

The  church  edifice  was  enlarged  for  an  orp;an-lofD, 
etc.,  and  frescoed  and  much  improved  in  1883,  at  an 
expense  of  seventeen  hundred  dollars,  by  the  gener- 
ous gifts  of  a  few  members  of  the  parish.  Under 
the  faithful  ministry  of  able  and  devoted  pastors,  the 
churcii  and  parish  has  strengthened  in  numbers,  and 
its  congregation  is  among  the  lai'gcst  in  the  town. 
The  Sabbath-school  is  well  sustained,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  George  H.  Martin.  Deacons, 
Abiel  Bassett,  Levi  Walker,  George  H.  Martin ; 
Pariah  Clerk,  Albert  G.  Boyden  ;  Treasurer,  A.  C. 
Boyden  ;  Standing  Committee,  Levi  Walker,  R.  W. 
Wilber,  James  Reed ;  Committee  on  Pews,  James 
Reed,  I.  M.  Conant,  A.  G.  Boyden  ;  Collector,  James 
Reed  ;  Auditor,  John  M.  Stetson. 

Deacon  Henry  D.  Sanford,  who  for  many  years  was 
an  efficient  and  devoted  worker  as  deacon  and  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  was  called  from  the 
scenes  of  earth,  greatly  lamented,  February  14,  18S3. 
He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Baalis  Sanford,  of  East 
Bridgewater. 

Trinity  Church. — In  January,  a.d.  1747,  Samuel 
Edson,  ol'  Bridgewater,  gave  by  deed,  in  trust,  to  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
Parts  of  the  Church  of  England  fourteen  acres  of 
land,  the  annual  proceeds  of  which  were  "  to  be  ap- 
plied to  e  mintainance  of  public  worship  &  ministra- 
tion of  e  word  and  sacraments  according  to  the  rites 
and  usages  of  c  ch.  of  England."  "  A  small  society 
was  formed,  who  commenced  the  building  of  e  church 
in  e  spring  of  e  year  1748." 

Among  the  names  of  those  early  builders  were 
Samuel,  Jr.,  Johu,  Obcd,  Abel,  and  Ezra  Edson, 
Thomas  and  Francis  Perkins.  This  first  churcli 
building  was  not  completed  nor  even  glazed  until 
long  after  public  worship  was  held  under  its  roof, 
according  to  the  records.  Some  years  after  the 
raising,  we  read  of  the  sale  of  the  wood  on  the  glebe, 
by  Ebenezer  Keith,  to  obtain  window-glass  and  to 
erect  pulpit,  reading-desk,  and  altar.  It  was  not 
until  sixty-eight  years  afterwards  that  the  earnest 
and  faithful  John  Edson,  a  descendant  of  the  founder, 
at  his  own  expense  thoroughly  repaired  and  com- 
pleted the  first  Trinity  Church,  which  was  then  first 
consecrated  by  Bishop  Griswold  in  181G.  This  was 
a  glad  day  for  the  church  people  of  Bridgewater,  but 
the  institution  seems  to  have  hardly  less  than  a  name 
to  live  until  Rev.  Matthias  Monroe  accepted  the  rec- 
torship in  1831,  when  the  church  was  filled  with  a 


congregation.  Rev.  William  Warland  became  the 
rector  in  1836,  and  a  new  church  was  erected,  to  take 
the  place  of  the  old  one  of  1748,  and  con.secruted  by 
Bishop  Griswold. 

The  new  Trinity  ranked  among  the  finest  buildings 
of  that  day,  with  its  fine  mahogany  pulpit,  and  when 
demolished,  lust  November,  had  long  been  one  of  the 
most  attractive  objects  in  the  rural  landscape.  A  mong 
its  rectors  of  this  second  period  are  many  names  that 
still  live  gratefully  in  the  hearts  and  memories  of 
parishioners. 

During  the  year  1883,  by  a  combined  etlbit  of  the 
friends  of  the  church,  a  fine  lot  has  been  purchased, 
upon  which  the  third  and  new  Trinity  Church  is 
rising  to  gladden  the  hearts  and  eyes  of  Trinity  people. 
The  contracting  builder  is  Mr.  S.  L.  Ryder,  of  West 
Bridgewater.  The  new  church,  which  is  now  well 
advanced  towards  completion,  is  seventy-seven  by 
thirty-three,  being  a  simple  nave  only,  with  a  corner 
tower,  and  was  designed  by  Mr.  Stephen  C.  Earle,  of 
Worcester. 

Amonir  those  who  have  rendered  faithful  service  as 
rectors  of  the  church  are  the  Rev.  Charles  Clark  Harris, 
Rev.  B.  R.  GiUord,  and  Rev.  Joseph  Jenks. 

The  present  rector  is  Rev.  J.  Milton  Peck,  under 
whose  ministry  this  church  of  the  fathers  seems  to 
have  taken  a  new  lease  of  life  in  Bridgewater.  Mr. 
Peck  is  a  native  of  Fall  River,  a  graduate  of  Trinity 
College,  Hartford,  of  the  class  of  1854,  and  was 
ordained  in  1856  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 

New  Jerusalem  Church. — The  society  of  the 
New  Jerusalem  Church  was  formed  in  1824,  and  the 
first  preacher  was  Mr.  Artemas  Stebbins,  who  was  a 
zealous  believer  of  the  doctrines  of  Emanuel  Sweden- 
borg.  Mr.  Eleazer  Smith  began  to  preach  for  the 
society  in  1824  and  continued  until  1826,  when  the 
society  arranged  for  service  at  the  Academy  Hall, 
where  it  was  continued  most  of  the  time  until  1S31. 
In  1833  a  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Worcester,  with  the  following  members:  Seth  Wash- 
burn, Sarah  Washburn,  Daniel  Mitchell,  Eunice 
Mitchell,  Cyrus  Benson,  Lydia  Benson,  Thomas 
Broadhurst,  Chloe  Broadhurst,  Thomas  Cushman, 
Lucy  Cushman,  Simeon  Leonard,  Philander  Wood, 
Ralph  Copeland,  Charles  Pratt,  William  Snow,  De- 
borah Hayward,  Polly  Alden,  Rebecca  L.  Conant, 
Mary  Perkins,  Susan  Copelaud,  Bethiali  Bates,  Bo- 
adicea  Leonard. 

On  Sept.  3,  1834,  the  house  of  worship  was  dedi- 
cated. It  was  the  first  erected  by  this  denomination 
in  New  England,  Rev.  M.  M.  Carll,  of  Philadelphia, 
as  consecrating  priest.  Rev.  C.  I.  Doughly  and  Rev. 
Samuel  Worcester  participated  in  the  services.     Mr. 
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Worcester  continued  the  minister  until  1839,  when 
the  society  voted  to  dissolve  the  relation. 

Rev.  Thomas  P.  Kodman  was  the  minister  in  1845, 
and  closed  his  pastorate  in  1863. 

Mr.  Rodman  subsequently  preached  in  Portland, 
IMo.,  and  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  died  April,  1870. 
iMr.  Rodman  was  an  able,  scholarly  man,  of  ready 
speech,  and  most  earnestly  devoted  to  his  ministerial 
office.  The  interest  which  he  took  in  all  public 
affairs,  particularly  the  cause  of  education,  gave  hiui 
a  prominent  place  as  a  citizen,  and  in  humility  he  ex- 
emplified the  Christian  character.  Mr.  Redman  was 
born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1811. 

Rev.  T.  B.  Hayward  was  a  stated  supply  lor  a 
number  of  years,  closing  his  connection  with  the  so- 
ciety in  18G8.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  had  a  higii  standing  as  a  student  of  the  doc- 
trines of  the  New  Church,  and  accomplished  much 
for  the  Boston  society  prior  to  his  connection  with  the 
Bridgewater  Church.  His  death  occurred  in  1878, 
ten  years  after  leaving  Bridgewater. 

Rev.  Theodore  F.  Wright  became  the  pastor  in 
18G9,  when  the  society  entered  upon  a  prosperous 
experience,  and  proceeded  to  the  erection  of  the  new 
edifice,  which  was  completed  in  1871.  The  late  Mr. 
Joseph  A.  Hyde  was  a  liberal  promoter  of  this  enter- 
prise, giving  the  land  for  the  church  and  contrib- 
uting generously  to  its  building  fund.  The  building 
committee  were  Philo  Keith,  E.  H.  Sprague,  Spencer 
Leonard,  M.  IL  Cornell,  and  Smuuer  Keith.  The 
church  building  is  a  beautiful  and  convenient  struc- 
ture, and  an  ornament  to  the  village.  Tlie  society  is 
still  favored  with  Mr.  Wright's  pastorate. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — The  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  organized  in  Bridgewater  May 
3,  1874  ;  the  following  persons  holding  church  letters 
were  enrolled  as  original  members :  George  Adams, 
Margaret  Adams,  Albert  Harriman,  Maliala  Harri- 
man,  Sarah  A.  Lawrence,  John  McBay,  Letitia  Mc- 
Bay,  Abbie  F.  Lawrence,  and  Silva  Shedd. 

The  ministers  who  have  served  the  charge  are  as 
follows :  Revs.  George  H.  Baker,  J.  R.  Wood,  W.  G. 
Wilson,  T.  J.  Everett,  George  W.  Morgan,  George 
W.  Coon,  W.  F.  Farrington,  J.  B.  Hingeley,  and  W. 
A.  Wright. 

For  four  years  the  church  rented  the  old  Sweden- 
borgian  meeting-house.  In  the  fifth  year  step.s  were 
taken  to  purchase  the  house,  and  three  years  ago 
(1881 )  the  debt  for  lot,  building,  and  refitting  was  en- 
tirely paid.  The  church  has  shown  a  commendable 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  and  seems  to  exert  a  good  in- 
fluence in  the  town.  The  officers  are  H.  F.  Barnes, 
recording  steward ;  Albert  Harriman,  collector  ;  F.  C. 


Gammons,  Sunday-scliuol  superintendent  ;  J.  B.  Ro- 
gers, assistant  Sunday-school  superintendent. 

Catholic  Church. — The  Catholic  Church  was  built 
in  this  town  in  1855,  and  has  been  au  institution  that 
has  conferred  much  benefit  upon  the  large  class  of 
adopted  citizens.  Rev.  John  Conlon  is  the  pastor, 
and  an  able,  scholarly  preacher. 

Bridgewater  Iron  Manufacture. — From  a  very 
early  date  in  the  hi.ritory  of  the  country,  Bridgewater 
has  been   identified  with  the  manufacture  of  iron,  ;ind 
more   than  a  century  ago  was   a  central   point  of  ihis 
important  enterprise.      liven  ;ts  early  as  1028  speci.d 
encouragement   from  the  moiher-cuuntry  promoted  a 
search  for  minerals,  and  gradually  called   into  being 
important    iron    companies   in    Abington,    Ra^'nhaui, 
Middleboro'i  and  Bridgewater      The  ponds  and  bogs 
of  the   Old    Colony   were   found    to   yield   an    abun- 
dant supply  of  ore,  and  furnaces  and  forges  for  smelt- 
ing and  working  up  the  metal  with  charcoal  from  the 
swamps  and    hills  presented  scenes  of  primitive  ac- 
tivity that  can   be  but   faintly  realized.      The  earliest 
mention  of  iron   manufacture  in   Bridgewater  is  re- 
corded in  1707,  in  a  lease  of  land  by  Indians  ol'Titi- 
I  cut  to  Capt.  Edson,  Edward  Mitchell,  Edward  Fobes, 
Samuel  Washburn,  and  Ephraim   Howard,  in  consid- 
eration of  an  annual  payment  of  twenty-five  shilliugs, 
"  to  have  liberty  to  set  up  iron  works,"  and   '  to  joyn 
their  duinm  to  our  laud,  and  also  to  improve  what  is 
needful  for  ponding."     In  1737,  Capt.  Josiah  KJson 
and  others  were  engaged  in  the  mauulacture  of  liullow- 
ware  at    South    Brook,   near  the  present    margin    of 
Carver's  Pond,  and   laid   the  foundation  fur  an  active 
trade  in  "  skelleta,  cauldrons,  and  dogs."      Tliu   foun- 
dry of  Amos   Keith    and  others  at   tiie  "  old   Purge 
Brook"  at  Titicut,  about  the  same  time,  were  engaged 
iu  casting  cannon,  and  the  furnace  of  Jeremiah  Keith 
&  Brother,  not  far  away,  were  among  the  establish- 
ments actively  engaged  in  contributing  supplies  at  this 
period.     The  rapid  growth  of  our  colonial  industries, 
however,  had   in   1750   met  with  most   rigorous    re- 
strictive measures  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
prohibition  of  the  further  erection   of  slittiiig-mills, 
rolling-mills,  and  forges,  and   had  called  forth  an  im- 
mediate declaration  of  natural  rights  from  the  people 
of  Massachusetts.     It  was  therel'ore  not  until  after  the 
Revolution  that  iron  manufacture  Wits  able  to  resuniL- 
its  former  prominence  iu  the  colony. 

As  a  home  of  artisans  and  manufacturers  Bridge- 
water  became  a  centre  of  renewed  activity,  and  iu 
1818,  a  short  time  before  the  division  of  tlie  town, 
possessed  three  forges,  two  slittiug-mills,  two  anchor- 
shops,  four  trip-hammers,  three  nail-factunes,  and  one 
air  furnace.      At  the  present  site  of  the   Bridgewater 
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Iron  Couipnny'a  works  was  erected,  in  1785,  the 
second  slitting-mill  in  the  country,  after  tlie  return  of 
peace.  Anoiher  slitting-uiill  was  erected  in  1793,  and 
in  1795  the  establishment  and  success  of  the  busi- 
ness were  indicated  by  the  cutting  and  rolling  of  four 
hundred  and  forty-five  tons  of  iron,  of  which  one 
hundred  tons  were  made  into  hoop-iron  and  for  cut- 
ting nails.  This  branch  of  industry,  through  the 
foresight  of  Messrs.  Isaac  and  Nathan  Lazell  and 
others,  was  steadily  increased  in  magnitude  and  im- 
portance. In  182G  an  act  of  incorporation  was  ob- 
tained and  the  business  was  carried  on  under  tiie 
name  of  Lazell,  Perkins  &  Co.  Without  railroad 
accommodations,  and  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles  from 
a  landing,  the  large  business  was  pushed  forward  with 
success  through  the  indomitable  energy  of  the  man- 
aging agents.  After  the  death  of  Nathan  Lazell, 
Esq.,  hia  son,  Nathan  Lazell,  Jr.,  succeeded  to  the 
chief  management  until  his  death,  in  1835,  when  Mr. 
Nahum  Stetson  was  chosen  his  successor.  With  all 
the  energy  of  youth  and  u  rare  executive  ability  he 
entered  upon  his  most  responsible  duties.  The  busi- 
ness at  this  time  had  grown  to  large  proportions,  and 
it  was  on  credit  that  goods  were  largely  sold.  It  was 
at  this  period  in  its  history  that  the  panic  of  1837 
burst  upon  the  company,  and,  through  the  wise  man- 
agement of  its  managers,  withstood  the  shock,  estab- 
lishing a  credit  that  has  been  steadily  maintained  from 
that  time  to  the  present. 

It  was  not  until  1846,  when  railroad  accommoda- 
tions were  opened  with  Boston  and  Fall  River,  that 
this  company  was  able  to  take  its  present  prominence 
among  the  largest  iron  manufactories  of  the  country. 
From  that  time  forward  it  has  been  foremost  in  the  de- 
partment of  heavy  castings  and  forgings.  The  shafts  of 
the  largest  ocean  steamers  are  made  at  this  establish- 
ment. We  will  not  attempt  to  enumerate  the  variety 
of  work  done  by  this  company,  as  it  embraces  almost 
all  kinds  of  heavy  machinery.  The  manufacture  of 
yellow  metal  and  tubing  is  an  important  branch,  and 
for  several  years  the  cutting  of  horse-nails  has  been 
carried  on  with  success.  The  extent  of  these  works 
is  such  that  they  cover  an  area  of  about  ten  acres. 
Duriug  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  this  company  con- 
tributed much  in  the  line  of  heavy  forgings  for  the 
construction  of  the  navy,  and  furnished  the  wrought- 
iron  work  of  Ericsson's  invincible  "  Monitor."  It 
is  but  just  in  sketching  the  history  of  the  Bridgewater 
Iron  Company  to  make  special  allusion  to  Mr.  Jacob 
Perkins,  who  early  became  connected  with  it  as  a 
practical  millwright  as  well  as  owner,  and  to  Gad  and 
Jacob  Robinson,  who  for  many  years  occupied  prom- 
inent places  in  the  department  requiring  the  greatest 
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skill  in  the  working  of  metals.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  Mr.  James  Ferguson  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  works,  and  within  that  time  has  witnessed  a 
great  increase  in  their  capacity. 

Paper  Manufactures. — The  site  of  the  paper-mill 
at  Pratt  Town  has  long  been  occupied  for  manu- 
facturing purposes.  The  first  dam  was  built  a.s  early 
as  1792,  in  its  present  position,  about  fifty  rods  above 
the  old  ''  foot  and  horse"  bridge,  which  for  many  years 
accommodated  the  people  of  this  neighborhood.  The 
flume  of  the  old  grist-mill  was  built  in  1794.  At 
the  time  of  which  we  write,  Lieut.  Hczekiah  Hooper, 
Joseph  Hooper,  Winslow  Hooper,  Elijah  Hayward, 
and  Beza  Hayward  were  among  the  movers  in  this 
enterprise,  and  formed  with  others  the  first  mill  com- 
pany, with  Beza  Hayward  as  clerk.  In  1798  there 
had  been  added  to  the  establishment  a  fullingniill 
and  a  dressing-  and  dye-house  ;  the  firm  was  Beza 
Hayward  &  Co.  Mr.  Joseph  Hooper,  whose  lather 
was  a  partner  in  this  concern,  remembers  the  early 
progress  of  this  branch  of  the  business  and  is  author- 
ity for  the  date  of  the  erection  of  the  dam.  In  1823, 
Mr.  Joseph  Hooper,  with  the  aid  of  skillful  artisans, 
manufactured  a  superior  quality  of  paper  of  all  grades 
of  finish.  This  was  the  first  paper-mill  in  the  county. 
In  1830,  Messrs.  George  Hooker  and  Silas  Warren  took 
control  of  the  business  and  carried  it  on  several  years. 
Mr.  Hooker  continued  the  business  until  1851,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Joshua  Norton.  In  1857  the 
Hollinsworth  Company  purchased  the  privilege,  and 
have  continued  the  business  under  the  ageucy  of  Mr. 
Mark  H.  Cornell.  This  establishment  is  furnished 
with  the  most  approved  machinery  for  paper  manu- 
facturing, with  both  steam-  and  water-power,  and  is 
prosperous  under  Mr.  Cornell's  management.  Al- 
though Bridgewater  can  lay  no  claim  to  paper  manu- 
facturing earlier  than  1823,  she  can  with  pride  refer 
to  the  enterprise  of  Jeremiah  Keith,  who  manufac- 
tured paper-mill  screws,  seven  inches  in  diameter  and 
three  and  one-half  feet  long,  as  early  as  1785. 

The    Eagle   Cotton-Gin    Company    was    formerly 

known   as  Bates,  Hyde  &  Co.,  and  established  the 

!  manufacture  of  cotton-gins  in  1833  on  the  site  now 

j  occupied  by  Mr.  Alfred  Hall  as  his  residence.     Upon 

I  the  completion  of   the  railroad   the  works   were  re- 

[  moved  to  the  present  site,  where  the  business  was 

enlarged,  and  with  improved  facilities  the  company 

conducted  a  prosperous  business.      The   main  shop 

was  destroyed  by  fire  in   1852  or  1853,  and  rebuilt 

on  a  larger  scale   the   .same  year.     Joseph  A.  Hyde 

was  the  managing  agent  and  the  leading  proprietor 

for  more  than  twenty-five  years  until  his  death. 

This  important  industry  has  given  employment  to 
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a  kige  number  of  meD,  and  the  various  improve- 
luciits  that  have  been  added  to  tlie  macliine  have 
given  the  Eagle  giu  a  promineut  place  among  the 
planters  of  the  South.  Tiiis  company  still  do  a  large 
and  prosperous  business.  In  addition  to  the  cotton- 
gin  business,  this  company  for  several  years  has  done 
a  large  business  in  the  manufacture  of  boxes.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Asa  Copeland  was  connected  with 
this  company,  and  is  the  oldest  and  only  person  living 
who  Was  engaged  in  the  cotton-gin  business  with  Mr. 
Eleazer  Carver,  sixty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Edwin  Keith  and  Philo  Keith  were,  during 
their  lifetime,  connected  with  this  company,  the  former 
as  foreman,  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Keith  has  been  fur  thirty 
years  a  prominent  artisan  in  connection  with  these 
works.  The  president  of  the  company  is  Mr.  Henry 
Perkins  ;   treasurer,  Samuel  P.  Gates. 

The  iron  foundry  of  Henry  Perkins,  situated  oppo- 
site the  Eagle  Gin  Company's  works,  on  the  line  of 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  has  long  lield  an  important 
place  among  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  the 
town.  It  is  a  substantial  brick  structure  with  slate 
roof,  commodious  and  convenient  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  designed.  Mr.  Perkins  established 
this  business  more  than-  thirty  years  ago  in  connec- 
^on  with  the  cotton-gin  works,  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness in  that  locality  until  he  occupied  the  present 
spacious  establishment. 

The  finest  piano  frames  are  extensively  manufac- 
tured at  this  foundry,  and  Mr.  Perkins  has  a  high 
reputation  in  his  special  line  of  foundry  business,  as 
well  as  for  his  energy,  promptness,  and  integrity  as  a 
business  man.  Mr.  Perkins  is  a  signal  example  of  au 
untiring,  energetic,  self-made  man.  He  has  a  family 
of  five  sons  and  four  daughters. 

During  the  years  1864  and  1865  the  United 
States  tax  upon  all  kinds  of  manufactures  was  heavy, 
and  as  an  illustration  we  will  give  that  of  June,  18tJ5, 
as  relates  to  two  of  our  leading  establishments.  La- 
zell,  Perkins  &  Co.  (Bridgewater  Iron  Company), 
81560.38;  Bates,  Hyde  &  Co.  (Eagle  Cotton-Gin 
Company),  S788. 09.  This  it  will  be  observed  was  for 
a  single  month.  Tliis,  with  the  income  tax,  was  a 
burden  that  no  one  who  did  not  live  in  that  day  lau 
but  faintly  comprehend.  The  remarkable  demand 
for  all  kinds  of  goods  enabled  the  manufacturers  nut 
only  to  meet  this  war  tax,  but  also  enabled  them  to 
make  good  dividends.  This  high  tax  was  not  long 
continued;  had  it  been,  most  manufacturers  would 
have  retired  from  business.  The  income  tax  was 
gradually  modified,  and  has  for  years  been  quite  un- 
known. 

For  the  past  ten  years  our  manufacturers  have  had 


much  to  contend  with,  and  the  low  prices  of  most 
domestic  goods  have  depressed  the  price  of  manu- 
facturing stocks  nearly  one-half  in  valuation.  It  is 
Cjuite  evident  that  it  is  time  for  the  government  to  in- 
terpose with  more  vigorous  protective  measures  if  our 
Rreat  industries  are  to  prosper  in  New  England. 

Biographical. — Dr.  Samuel,  youngest  sou  of  Maj. 
Judah  Alden,  of  the  Revolution,  was  born  upon  the 
ancestral  estate  of  John  Alden,  the  Pilgrim,  at  Dux- 
bury,  Jan.  2-1,  1803,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1821,  and  from  Dartmouth  Medical  College; 
settled  in  Bridgewater  in  1825.  He  possessed  bril- 
liant talents,  and  took  a  prominent  position  among 
the  physicians  of  the  county.  His  collegiate  and 
medical  course  was  marked  with  fine  literary  attain- 
ments, which  gave  him  the  prestige  of  high  social 
position  among  the  people  of  the  town.  He  at  an 
early  period  secured  an  extensive  practice,  and  won 
the  esteem  and  contidenee  of  the  entire  community. 
His  rare  social  gifts  and  ready,  cheerful  wit  rendered 
him  a  welcome  visitor  in  sickness  and  in  health,  and 
his  fund  of  anecdotes  dissipated  much  of  the  depress- 
ing atmosphere  of  the  sick-chamber.  Fur  fifty  years 
his  life  was  devoted  to  the  people  of  the  town,  and 
amid  the  storms  of  winter  and  in  summer's  heat  his 
cheerful  service  was  ready  at  their  command.  The 
families  of  the  town  have  long  held  him  in  the  most 
affectionate  esteem,  and  his  ready  response  to  the  calls 
of  the  poor,  when  no  fee  was  to  reward  him,  has  long 
since  accorded  to  him  the  title  of  a  public  benefactor. 
He  was  happily  married  to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  the 
late  Ezra  Hyde,  Jan.  29,  1829,  who  shared  with  him 
more  than  fifty  years  of  his  professional  life.  They 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  Jan.  2'J,  1S70.  '  Dr. 
Alden  still  retains  liis  mental  faculties  to  an  unusual 
degree  for  one  of  his  age,  and  sustains  the  infirmities 
of  age  with  the  same  cheerful  composure  that  has  char- 
acterized his  long  and  busy  life.  Dr.  Alden  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  the  distinguished  Pilgrim  in  the 
sixth  generation,  and  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnatus.  His  wife  died  .May  31, 
1883,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

Dr.  Lewis  S.  Hopkins  was  born  in  Boston,  Sept. 
15,  1815.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Hopkins,  a  mer- 
chant, and  fitted  for  college  at  Amherst,  and  entered 
college,  but,  on  account  of  his  health,  failed  to  grad- 
uate. He  graduated  at  the  South  Carolina  Medical 
College  in  1837,  was  physician  at  one  of  the  city  in- 
stitutions in  Boston  for  two  years,  and  then  traveled 
for  two  years  in  Europe  (after  a  few  years  of  profes- 
sional life  in  Northampton).  He  settled  in  Bridge- 
water  in  1864,  and  purchased  the  Judge  David  Per- 
kins place,  where  he  still  lives  as  a  retired  gentleman. 
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Dr.  Hopkins  is  a  man  of  fine  literary  eodowmeats,  ao 
able  theological  scliolar  and  writer,  a  large-hearted,  j 
benevolent  citizen.  He  is  a  meiuber  of  the  Central  I 
Square  Ciiurch,  and  is  held  in  esteem  by  his  asso- 
ciates and  by  hb  townsmen,  having  been  frequently 
chosen  school  committeeman  and  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Health  of  his  town. 

Col.  Abram  Washburn,  who  was  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Bridgewater  during  his  long  life,  was  a  son  of 
Nathaniel  Washburn,  and  grandson  of  Capt.  Abraui 
Washburn,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  He  spent  his 
early  years  in  Vermont,  but  in  1811,  a  number  of 
years  before  his  father's  return  to  his  native  place,  he 
came  to  Bridgewater,  and  became  of  service  to  his 
uncle,  Capt.  Abram  Washburn,  an  active  citizen  of 
that  day.  He  was  thus  early  connected  with  the 
business  of  Carver,  Washburn  &  Co.  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  cotton-gin  business,  and  for  a  time  trav- 
eled in  the  South  in  the  interest  of  the  concern,  of 
which  he  was  a  subsequent  partner.  Col.  Washburn 
was  interested  in  all  good  objects  for  the  promotion  of 
the  public  welfare.  He  was  when  quite  young  active 
in  the  organization  of  the  local  rifle  company  in  1819, 
and,  under  Col.  Samuel  Leonard,  who  was  at  that 
time  captain,  he  first  served  as  lieutenant.  He  was 
possessed  of  a  fine  physique,  and  in  the  saddle  pre- 
sented a  most  commanding  figure  as  an  o£Scer.  He 
was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  temperance  reform, 
and  early  .sympathized  with  the  anti-slavery  cause. 
For  his  espoused  principles  of  Christian  living  Col. 
Washburn  was  highly  esteemed,  and,  though  a  man 
of  strong  prejudices,  had  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  active  members  of  the 
Plymouth  Agricultural  Society,  and  served  in  va- 
rious capacities  as  an  oflSccr.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  trustee  of  the  academy,  and  was  a  firm  friend 
of  that  institution.  His  first  wife  was  Pamela, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Keith,  and  his  second  wife  was 
Sarah,  sister  of  Hon.  Johu  A.  Shaw.  He  died  May 
28,  1881,  aged  eighty-six  years. 

Dr.  Samuel  H.  Worcester,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Worcester,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  Feb.  IG, 
1824.  Fitted  for  college  at  the  Bridgewater  Acad- 
emy, pursued  collegiate  studies  at  Brown  University, 
but  owing  to  ill  health  left  before  graduating ;  taught 
school  several  years,  among  other  schools  had  charge 
of  Framingham  Academy  ;  was  ordained  as  a  min- 
ister of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church  (Swedcnborgian) 
in  the  year  1851  ;  was  settled  as  a  clergyman  at  Balti- 
more, Md.,  for  several  years.  In  early  life  he  pursued 
the  study  of  medicine  to  some  extent,  and  in  1850 
attended  medical  lectures  in  the  University  of  Mary- 
laud,  and  in  IStil  graduated  at  the  New  York   Ho- 


moeopathic College  ;  had  a  large  practice  at  Glouces- 
ter, and  later  at  Salem,  Mass. ;  retired  to  Bridgewater 
September,  1878,  where  he  has  since  resided,  engaged 
chiefly  in  literary  labor.  Dr.  Worcester  is  a  gentle- 
man of  fine  scholarly  attainments,  and  has  done  much 
good  work  in  connection  with  the  school  board  of  the 
town,  of  which  he  is  chairman. 

Zebulon  Pratt,  Esq.,  was  born  Jan.  8,  1816,  and 
was  the  son  of  Zebulon  K.  Pratt,  of  Middleburo',  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Phineas  Pratt,  who  landed  at 
Plymouth  in  162.3.  He  was  one  of  a  large  family  of 
brothers,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  town 
and  at  the  Bridgewater  Academy.  He  engaged  in 
teaching  sehool  for  a  few  years,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  had  a  clerkship  in  Boston.  Subsequently  he 
engaged  in  the  book-trade,  starting  for  the  West  in 
1837,  visiting  the  principal  cities,  selling  his  books 
at  auction.  He  followed  this  business  for  twenty-five 
years,  visiting  such  important  points  as  Washington, 
New  Orleans,  Nashville,  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis,  Cleve- 
land, and  various  places,  and  the  trade-sales  of  New 
York.  Possessed  of  great  energy,  and  gifted  as  an 
auctioneer,  he  became  widely  known  to  the  trade,  and 
soon  entered  upon  a  career  of  prosperity  that  gave  him 
an  excellent  credit  in  all  central  points  where  the 
book-trade  was  carried  on.  His  brother,  Benjamin, 
was  for  a  time  associated  with  him  and  succeeded  to 
the  business  when  he  retired,  in  1862.  Few  men  have 
seen  more  extended  travel  or  have  had  a  wider  ac- 
quaintance. His  promptness  in  meeting  all  his  en- 
gagements was  a  characteristic  that  secured  his  suc- 
cess, and  rewarded  him  with  an  independent  for- 
tune. He  wi»s  married  to  Matilda,  daughter  of  Silas 
Hathaway,  in  1842.  Mr.  Pratt  has  been  identified 
with  all  public  enterprises  in  his  neighborhood  for 
many  years,  and  was  the  chief  promoter  of  the 
Pratt  Free  School  when  that  institution  was  estab- 
lished, and  was  liberal  in  his  gifu  to  the  building  of 
the  church  at  Titicut.  He  removed  to  Bridgewater 
in  1873,  and  is  still  active  in  the  care  of  his  estate 
and  in  the  promotion  of  the  public  interests  of  the 
town.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Square  Church, 
and  of  the  American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and 
a  liberal  giver  to  the  various  religious  and  charitable 
associations  of  his  denomination.  He  has  been  a 
trustee  of  the  Pratt  Free  School  from  its  organization, 
and  for  many  years  its  president.  Socially  he  is  one 
of  the  live,  wide-awake  citizens  of  the  town,  and  his 
beautiful  residence  is  on  the  corner  of  Suutli  Street 
and  Spring  Hill  Avenue. 

Edgar  Parker,  son  of  Charles  Parker,  was  burn  in 
Framingham,  Mass.,  June  7,  1840;  wa.->  educated  at 
Norwich  University,  and  received  his  degree  of  M.D. 
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from  Harvard  University  in  1863;  entered  the  United 
States  service  as  assistant  surgeon  March,  18C3; 
wounded  at  Gettysburg  July  1,  1863;  and  was  dis- 
cliargcd  by  reason  of  disability. 

Dr.  Parker  practiced  his  profession  a  few  years  as 
a  physician,  and  then  relinquished  it  for  that  of  an 
artist  in  painting,  for  which  he  early  had  disclosed  a 
special  talent.  He  visited  Europe,  and  had  the  ad- 
vantages afforded  by  such  observation  as  was  congenial 
to  his  taste.  Having  established  his  studio  in  Boston, 
he  soon  received  the  patronage  of  many  distinguished 
persons  as  a  portrait-painter,  and  his  work  has  given 
him  a  liigh  position  among  tlie  profession.  Dr. 
Parker  has  resided  in  Bridgewater  for  many  years, 
and  his  wife  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  A. 
Hyde. 

Lafayette  Keith,  Esq.,  has  been  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  the  town  for  many  years.  He  was  the  son  of 
Solomon  Keith,  and  was  born  Oct.  21,  1824.  He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  town,  and  early 
took  an  interest  in  public  and  political  affairs. 

He  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Bridgewater  April 
],  1854,  continuing  in  that  office  until  Jan.  1,  1862. 
Upon  the  enactment  of  the  internal  revenue  law,  iu 
1862,  he  was  appointed  an  officer  in  that  department 
for  this  district,  which  position  he  has  held  with 
special  acceptance  to  the  government  until  the  present 
time. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Plymouth  County 
Agricultural  Society  (1863)  he  was  chosen  secretary 
in  place  of  Williams  Latham,  Esq.,  which  position 
he  now  holds.  In  1872,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Bridgewater  Savings-Bauk,  lie  was  chosen  clerk  of 
the  corporation,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees. 

Mr.  Keith  is  one  of  a  family  of  six  brothera  and 
two  sisters ;  five  of  the  brothers  and  one  sister  are 
still  living.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  Mr.  Keith 
ba.s  been  an  example  of  rectitude  and  moral  upright- 
ness of  character  worthy  of  imitation. 

Hon.  Philo  Leach,  who  was  born  in  Bridgewater  iu 
1797,  occupied  a  prominent  place  as  a  citizen  for  many 
years.  He  was  the  sou  of  Apollos  Leach,  a  master 
builder  and  farmer,  who  gave  to  his  son  the  best  op- 
portunities for  education  that  the  schools  of  that  day 
afforded.  The  subject  of  this  notice  waa  a  young  man 
of  vigorous  physique,  and  after  tinisbing  the  allotted 
time  for  schooling  made  choice  of  the  trade  of  his 
father,  and  became  qualified  to  take  his  place  as  a 
master  workman.  For  many  years  he  was  a  successful 
and  leading  builder  in  the  town.  Mr.  Leach  early 
took  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  was  active  in 
political  movements  of  the  day.     ^Vheu  a  little  more 


than  thirty  years  old  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  select- 
men, and  for  nearly  twenty  years  was  chairman  uf 
that  board.  He  was  prompt  and  energetic,  and  as  an 
assessor  was  vigilant  in  discovering  the  property  of 
citizens,  and  few  escaped  their  share  of  the  public 
burdens  under  his  administration.  He  waa  .specially 
active  iu  looking  up  the  settlements  of  persons  who 
became  a  public  charge,  and  at  one  time  the  alms- 
bouse  was  almost  vacant  through  his  agency.  He 
represented  the  town  for  several  years,  and  was  active 
and  efficient  upon  committees.  He  had  a  wide  repu- 
tation as  an  expert  in  matters  of  settlement,  and  wa.s 
employed  upon  that  subject  in  various  parts  of  the 
commonwealth.  He  was  eaily  ideutitiod  with  the 
Free-Soil  party,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Council,  serving  with  signal  ability  upon 
that  board.  He  had  an  ext^^nsive  atquaiiitance  with 
public  men,  and  was  discriminating  in  his  judgment 
of  human  character.  He  was  of  strong  mind,  with 
decided  opinions,  which  he  held  with  great  toiiacity. 
He  was  active  in  promoting  the  cau^e  of  cducatiun, 
and  a  zealous  advocate  of  whatever  was  fur  the  be^t 
interest  of  the  town.  His  death,  which  was  sudden 
and  greatly  lamented,  took  place  Sept.  7.  185:!. 

Mr.  Jacob  Perkins,  son  of  Francis  Perkins,  was 
early  connected  with  the  Messrs.  Lazclls  as  a  mill- 
wright at  the  iron-works.  He  was  a  skillful  uieclianie, 
and  liis  services  were  in  great  demand  wherever  a 
new  mill  was  projected.  His  rare  ability  soon  secured 
him  recognition  as  an  adviser  iu  the  improvements 
that  were  being  made  at  the  Bridgewater  works,  and 
he  became  a  partner  under  the  style  of  Lazell,  Per- 
kins &  Co.  He  resided  near  the  works,  and  had  per- 
sonal oversight  of  much  of  the  mechanical  department 
for  nearly  forty  years.  Under  his  special  charge  suc- 
cess was  ;issured,  and  his  careful  supervision  permitted 
no  neglect  or  waste  about  the  premises.  His  kind  and 
genial  disposition  won  the  friendship  of  the  workmen, 
and  they  sought  his  advice  as  that  uf  a  father.  It 
was  during  his  lifetime  that  the  business  of  the  iron 
company  grew  to  large  proportions,  and  it  was  in  im 
small  degree,  owing  to  bis  wise  counsel,  that  so  great 
meiisure  of  success  was  attained.  In  his  home  he 
was  an  example  of  those  virtues  that  win  respect  and 
admiration,  and  his  large  family  of  children  grew  up 
like  olive-plants  to  love  aud  venerate  the  kind  and 
indulgent  parent.  He  was  a  liberal  supporter  of  the 
institutions  of  religion  and  education,  and  his  family 
shared  a  place  in  the  best  social  circle  of  the  town. 
He  will  long  be  associated  with  ttie  great  iron  industry 
of  Bridgewater,  and  his  memory  will  be  treasured 
among  the  distinguished  citizens  of  a  past  geueraliun. 
He  died  in  1853,  aged  Bevcnty-sevcn  years. 
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Hon.  Artetuas  Hale,  the  oldest  surviving  ex-mem-  I 
ber  of  Conjiress  for  many  years,  and  who  died  in  I 
Biidjrewater  Aucr.  3,  1882,  was  boni  in  Winchen-  j 
don,  Mass.,  Oct.  20,  1788.  His  early  life  was  spent  1 
on  liis  father's  farm,  with  the  limited  opportunities  1 
for  edueatiou,  wiiich  he  improved  to  the  best  of  his  I 
ability.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  became 
qualilicd  to  teach  school  and  to  do  the  surveying  for 
the  town  for  several  years.  He  was  subsequently 
called  to  Hingham,  Mass.,  where  for  several  years 
he  was  u  successful  teacher,  one  of  his  pupils  being 
the  late  Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln,  who  deceased,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years,  a  few  years  ago.  Mr.  Hale 
was  teaching  at  Hingham  in  1813  at  the  time  the 
British  were  menacing  the  seaports  of  the  New  Eng- 
land coast,  and  was  a  spectator  to  the  memorable  fight 
between  the  "  Shannon"  and  the  "  Chesapeake"  in  Mas- 
sachu.•^etts  Bay.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  at  East  Bridgewater,  and  in 
181U  engaged  with  Lazell,  Perkins  &  Co.,  at  Bridge- 
water,  as  clerk.  Subsequently  he  associated  himself 
with  Eleazer  Carver,  and  was  a  partner  in  the  lirm  of 
Carvijr,  Washburn  &  Co.,  who  were  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton-gins,  acting  as  the  agent  and 
treasurer.  He  was  a  man  of  correct  business  habits, 
and  proved  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  new  enter- 
prise. His  sterling  integrity  and  ability  attracted 
the  attention  of  his  townsmen,  and  he  was  called  to 
various  ofiBces  of  trust  and  responsibility  which  he 
filled  with  rare  acce{)tanee.  He  was  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  town  in  the  Legislature  in  1824,  and  was 
subsetjuently  elected  senator  from  Plymouth  County, 
serving  in  both  branches  eight  years.  In  1S46  he 
was  elected  to  Congress,  serving  two  terms  with 
ability  upon  important  committees.  He  was  active 
in  political  afl'airs,  being  identified  with  the  Whig 
party,  and  was  a  zealous  advocate  of  the  policy  of 
protection  to  home  industry  and  internal  improve- 
ments. In  all  the  high  social  virtues  that  di.itin- 
guish  and  adorn  the  best  New  England  homes  he 
was  an  example  wortliy  of  imitation.  With  pro- 
nounced adherence  to  the  Whig  party  until  ita  mis- 
sion was  accomplished,  he  naturally  allied  himself  to 
the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  was  identified 
during  the  remainder  of  his  long  life,  and  few  men 
in  the  prime  of  life  were  so  well  informed  upon  all 
current  political  matters.  His  religious  faith  was 
.such  as  sprung  from  a  deep  reverence  for  the  Scrip- 
tures, while  he  was  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  church  with  which  he  was  long  cou- 
nected.  Successful  in  the  management  of  his  own 
business,  he  was  often  consulted  in  the  interests  of 
others.     He  retained  his  physical  and  mental  facul- 


ties to  a  remarkable  degree  until  a  few  weeks  before 
his  death,  and  long  awaited  its  summons  with  seren- 
ity and  resignation.  His  death  was  deeply  lamented 
by  a  wide  circle,  particularly  by  the  citizens  of  the 
town  to  whose  interest  and  welfare  his  long  life  had 
been  so  largely  devoted. 

Hon.  John  Angier  Shaw,  who  was  long  identified 
with  his  native  town  as  a  distinguished  teacher,  was 
the  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  Shaw,  and  grandson  of  ilie 
second  minister  of  Bridgewater,  and  was  born  Oct.  8, 
1792.  His  early  education  and  preparation  for  col- 
lege was  at  the  Bridgewater  Academy,  and  he  entered 
college  at  Harvard  with  Edward  Everett,  Nathaniel 
Frothingham,  John  C.  Gray,  and  Harrison  Gray 
Otis,  graduating  in  1811.  In  the  choice  of  a  pro- 
fession his  religious  nature  suggested  ii  theological 
course,  which  was  completed  ;  but  he  subsequently 
relin(iuished  it  for  the  profession  of  teacher.  He 
went  to  Mississippi,  where  his  success  gave  him  a 
high  reputation,  and  after  several  years  ho  was  called 
to  the  prcceptorship  of  the  Bridgewater  Academy  in 
1825.  In  connection  with  this  school  he  was  emi- 
nently successful,  and  his  connection  with  it  as  teacher 
and  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  forms  a  very 
important  portion  of  its  history.  His  entire  connec- 
tion as  preceptor,  in  point  of  time,  Wiis  sixteen  years, 
terminating  in  1841.  For  many  years  he  was  an 
efficient  member  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  was  Oct.  4,  1873,  was  presi- 
dent of  that  body.  His  interest  in  public  alfairs  was 
not  circumscribed  to  the  school-room,  but  his  broad 
culture  fitted  him  for  other  fields  of  usefulness.  In 
1834  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  his  sub- 
sequent election  to  that  office  in  1835,  and  four  elec- 
tions to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  citizens 
of  his  town,  indicated  the  measure  of  his  popularity 
as  a  legislator.  He  was  distinguished  for  his  deep 
interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  education,  and  was 
active  in  the  many  reforms  of  bis  time  and  prominent 
in  reducing  the  number  of  representatives,  which  had 
become  burdensome  and  unwieldy.  In  all  tho  walks 
of  social  life  he  was  endeared  to  those  with  whom  he 
was  as.sociated  as  a  man  of  great  purity  of  heart,  ex- 
erting a  most  beneficent  influence  upon  all  about  him. 
He  was  early  connected  with  the  church  of  his  fathers, 
and  was  ever  a  consistent  example  of  the  religion 
which  he  professed.  The  long  catalogue  of  his  pupils 
would  show  the  names  of  many  persons  of  eminence 
in  the  learned  professions,  and  his  name  is  held  by 
them  with  honor  as  a  public  benefactor.  The  town 
of  his  nativity,  from  which  no  allurements  of  station 
could  estrange  him,  holds  him  in  grateful  remem- 
brance.    The  institution  of  learning  with  which  he 
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was  coonecteJ  so  closely  will  most  indelibly  inscribe 
his  name  as  chief  amoug  its  friends,  and  uherish  it.  as 
an  iiupoitant  pa;^e  iu  its  history.  Of  an  honored  an- 
cestry he  left  a  name  alike  honored,  and  iiis  example 
of  moral  uprightness  and  Christian  living  cannot  fail 
of  its  influence  upon  succeeding  generations. 

Jlr.  Mitchell  Hooper,  who  for  half  a  century  has 
been  identiiied  with  the  manufacture  of  bricks,  an 
important  industry  in  his  native  town,  was  born  Jlay 
2y,  ISUS.  He  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  Hooper, 
a  prominent  man,  who  was  active  in  the  business  of 
Bridgewater  in  his  generation.  Mr.  Hooper  coni- 
uionced  the  manufacture  of  bricks  iu  1829,  and  from 
small  beginnings  has  built  up  a  large  and  prosperous 
business.  His  first  yard  was  about  half  a  mile  below 
his  present  site,  and  Jeremiah  Townsend  was  for  a 
time  a  partner  in  the  business.  Mr.  Hooper  lias 
given  employment  to  a  large  number  of  men,  and  the 
production  of  a  single  year  has  been  four  millions. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  great  industry,  and  his  repu- 
tation for  sterling  integrity  has  never  been  questioned, 
His  kind  and  generous  nature  has  ever  secured  the 
frieod.ihip  and  respect  of  his  workmen,  while  as  a 
citizen  he  has  ever  been  held  in  high  esteem.  His 
modest  worth  has  frequently  been  recognized  by  his 
townsmen,  and  in  1861  he  was  the  representative  to 
the  State  Legislature.  His  quiet,  unobtrusive  man- 
ners have  ever  been  a  noticeable  characteristic.  He 
has  held  a  prominent  place  in  the  First  Congregational 
Church  and  parish,  having  been  its  treasurer,  and  a 
liberal  supporter.  He  is  still  active  fur  one  of  liis 
age,  and  his  home  is  the  seat  of  a  cheerful  hospitality. 
His  only  sou,  Mr.  George  M.  Hooper,  is  a  well-known 
citizen,  and  is  active  in  the  business  with  his  father. 

l)r.  Noah  Fearing  died  June  20,  1824,  aged  fifty- 
four  years.  He  practiced  his  profession  in  Bridge- 
water  twenty-nine  years.  The  cheerfulness  with 
which  he  met  every  duty,  and  the  faithful  perform- 
ance which  always  ensued,  gained  for  him  general 
esteem  and  confidence.  &Lirch  G,  1823,  ho  was  stricken 
with  a[)oplexy,  preventing  him  from  practicing  his 
profession,  and  his  death  was  from  a  second  shock. 
Ill  domestic  life  he  displayed  those  virtues  which  are 
calculated  to  make  affection  pure  and  enduring.  He 
was  the  son  of  Gen.  Israel  Fearing,  of  Wareham  ; 
graduated  at  Harvard  University,  1791  ;  married 
Anne,  daughter  of  Maj.  Isaac  Lazell,  1799,  aud  had 
Jane,  George,  and  Thomas  B. 

John  Washburn  was  early  at  Duxbury,  and  had 
an  action  iu  court  in  11132.  He  and  his  suns,  John 
and  Philip,  were  included  among  those  able  to  bear 
arms  in  1G43.  He  and  his  sou  John  were  original 
proprietors,  aud  became  residents  of  Bridgewater  in 


1G65.  John,  Jr.,  married  a  daughter  of  Experience 
Mitchell,  1G4.1,  and  had  John,  Thomas,  Joseph,  Sam- 
uel, Jonathan,  Benjamin,  Mary,  Jane,  ]']lizabeth, 
James,  and  Sarali. 

John  (son  of  John,  2d)  married  Rebecca  Lapliara, 
1679;  had  Jusiah,  Juhn,  Jusejih,  ^Villiaul,  Abigail, 
and  Rebecca.      He  died  in  1724. 

Thomas,  son  of  John  (2d),  lived  near  the  iron- 
works, Bridgewater,  and  had  Nathaniel,  Thomas,  and 
Timothy,  and  live  daughters,  one  of  whuin,  Eliza- 
beth, married  Josiah  Couant.  Joseph,  son  of  .Johu 
(2d),  married  a  daughter  of  Robert  Ijatliam.  Samuel, 
son  of  John  (2d),  married  Deborah,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Packard,  and  had  Samuel  (1G7S),  Noah 
(1G82),  Israel  (1G84),  Neliemiah,  Bcnjuiuiu,  aud 
Hannah.  He  died  in  1720,  aged  sixty-nine  years  ; 
Israel,  son  of  Samuel,  married  Waitstill  Suuiuer,  1708, 
and  had  Sarah  (1709),  Deborah  (1712),Sctli  (1714), 
and  Israel.  Israel  (son  of  Israel)  married  Leah, 
daughter  of  Joshua  Fobes,  1740;  settled  in  Rayn- 
ham,  and  had  Israel,  Nehemiah,  Seth,  and  Oliver. 

Israel's  sons  were  Israel,  Sidney,  Benjamin  Ruel, 
Elihu  Philander,  and  Eli  K. 

Israel  Washburn  was  born  in  Raynham,  in  the  old 
house  which  now  stands,  and  where  his  brother,  ICli 
K.,  lived  and  died.  In  the  prime  of  life  he  removed 
te  Maine,  where  he  embarked  in  farming  and  trade  as 
a  country  merchant.  His  sterling  talents  soon  at- 
tracted attention,  and  he  was  called  to  stations  of 
trust,  representing  his  town  in  the  Legislature  and 
his  county  at  the  Senate  board.  Eight  sons  and 
three  daughters  were  born  to  him,  and  under  the 
guiding  hand  of  such  parents  were  educated  fur  lives 
of  usefulness.  Three  sons  have  been  Governors  of 
throe  different  States,  and  liavc  had  .seats  in  Cuiigress 
for  a  long  term  of  years  All  the  brothers  have  been 
distinguished  in  their  special  callings.  One  has  been 
a  major-general  in  the  Union  army,  another  an  elector 
of  President  (Lincoln)  from  California,  editur  of  the 
Alia  California,  United  States  minister  to  South 
America,  author  of  the  "  History  of  Paraguay  ;" 
one  has  been  minister  to  France  for  seven  years 
during  the  French-Prussian  war.  The  seveiitli  .son 
is  the  fourth  member  of  Congress.  Tlireo  ul'  these 
brothers  are  graduates  of  Bowdoin  College.  The 
posterity  of  John  Washburn  had  reached  more  than 
five  hundred  in  number  forty  years  ago.  The  mar- 
riage of  John  Washburn,  Jr.,  to  a  daughter  of  Ex- 
perience Mitchell,  of  the  Pilgrims,  transmitted  some 
of  the  best  blood  in  the  colony  to  the  Wash  burns. 
John  Washburn,  who  donated  the  land  to  the  First 
Congregational  Society  in  1717,  was  tlie  same  stock, 
residing   in    Bridgewater  during  his  Ion'.;  life.     The 
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iate  Governor  Emory  WasliburD  and  Goveruor  Wil- 
liam B.  Washburn,  also  John  D.  Washburn,  are  of 
the  same  lineage. 

In  the  development  of  tlie  various  industries  of 
Bridgewater  few  are  entitled  to  more  prominence 
than  Mr.  Eleazer  Carver,  who  was  early  identified 
■with  the  improvement  and  manufacture  of  the  cotton- 
gin.  Mr.  Carver  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Eleazer  Carver, 
and  was  born  in  Bridgewater  in  1785.  With  the 
limited  advantages  of  liis  times,  he  made  the  most  of 
his  opportunities,  and  was  able  to  guin  what  is  con- 
sidered a  fair  common-school  education.  The  place 
of  his  birth  was  near  the  works  of  Lazell,  Perkins  k 
Co.,  and  amid  .such  surroundings  his  attention  was 
called  to  the  mechanical  industry  there  so  prominent. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a  millwright,  which,  with 
the  increase  of  manufactures,  gave  promise  of  ready 
employment.  His  genius  and  energy,  after  completing 
his  trade,  inclined  him  to  seek  new  fields  of  labor. 
The  wild  regions  of  "  York  State"  and  Ohio  were 
open  for  the  young  adventurer.  With  such  a  kit  of 
tools  as  he  could  carry  with  him,  he  made  his  way 
over  the  Alleghauies  to  visit  his  friends  and  ply  his 
trade  as  best  he  could,  for  a  time,  and  then  pres.sed 
into  the  wildcrne.ss,  reaching  the  Ohio  River.  With 
no  steamboats  or  public  conveyance,  but  with  the 
self-reliance  of  a  pioneer,  he  soon  constructed  a  boat, 
or  "  dug-out,"  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  current, 
he  made  his  way  to  the  Mississippi,  along  the  banks 
of  which  were  a  few  scattered  settlements  of  frontiers- 
n)en  and  planters.  His  mechanical  skill  found  em- 
ployment in  constructing  their  rude  buildings,  and,  in 
the  region  of  cotton-planting,  in  repairing  the  cotton- 
gin,  which,  with  the  increase  of  tiie  cotton  trade,  in 
consecjuence  of  its  invention,  was  in  general  demand. 
Mr.  Carver  spent  several  years  in  the  region  of 
Natchez,  and  saw  the  vast  productive  resources  of  the 
great  Southwest.  It  was  here  that  he  conceived  the 
great  improvement  of  the  cotton-gin.  After  a  most 
eventful  and  interesting  experience  incident  to  such  a 
life  and  vocation,  he  returned  to  his  native  town  with 
his  plans  matured  for  the  manufacture  of  the  improved 
machine.  It  was  upon  his  iiomeward  journey  in  the 
saddle  that  Mr.  Carver  first  saw  the  working  of  the 
primitive  Whitney  gin,  and  examined  the  model  at 
Washington  before  tiie  burning  of  the  Capitol.  In 
March,  1817,  he  formed  a  company  under  the  style 
and  name  of  Seth  and  Abram  Washburn  &  Co., 
which,  under  the  conditions  of  a  new  agreement,  in 
181'J,  was  called  Carver,  Washburn  &  Co.,  and  set 
up  the  cottoo-gin  business  at  the  site  near  Carver's 
Pond.  In  1820,  Artemas  Hale  and  Nathaniel  Wash- 
burn became  associated  in  the  enterprise,  the  former 


of  whom  was  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  concern  as 
clerk  and  business  agent.  In  1822,  Solomon  Wash- 
burn was  admitted  into  the  company.  The  business, 
which  started  with  small  capital,  rapidly  increased, 
until  the  Carver  gin  became  the  leading  machine 
throughout  the  South. 

The  improvements  which  Mr.  Carver  made  gave  a 
new  impulse  to  the  great  Southern  industry,  and  but 
a  few  years  later  the  Southerner  in  his  pride  was 
ready  to  crown  it  as  "  king"  among  the  great  products 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Carver  spent  much  time  in  ex- 
periments upon  the  gin,  and  his  inventive  genius  was 
most  noticeable  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
The  importance  of  this  special  branch  of  manufacture 
founded  by  Mr.  Carver  was  not  confined  to  his  town 
or  State,  but  its  influence  was  world-wide  in  its 
sweep,  carrying  trade  and  commerce  over  many  a  sea. 
Cotton-factories  sprang  up  as  if  by  magic  throughout 
New  England,  and  contributed  to  the  great  prosperity 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Carver  continued  in  the  manu- 
facturing business  until  his  firm  wxs  dissolved,  in 
1848,  after  a  prosperous  career.  Subsequently  he 
had  an  interest  in  the  East  Bridgewater  Company, 
which  he  retained  until  near  the  close  of  his  life. 
As  a  citizen  Mr.  Carver  sought  no  prominent  activity 
in  public  affairs,  but  was  content  with  the  retirement 
of  his  occupation  and  his  study.  In  constant  devo- 
tion to  the  development  of  his  Southern  interests,  he 
manifested  conservative  views,  and  in  all  the  relations 
of  life,  which  he  sustained  with  manly  independence, 
he  acquired  the  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends, 
and  Was  adorned  with  the  honor  of  his  achievement. 
His  only  son,  Joseph  E.  Carver,  succeeded  to  the 
business  of  his  father,  and  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  it  for  the  past  forty  years,  still  connected  with  the 
Eagle  Cotton-Gin  Company.  Mr.  Eleazer  Carver 
died  in  1866,  aged  eighty-one  years.  His  only 
daughter,  Mary,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  C.  Alden. 

Among  the  men  of  Bridgewater  who  are  pleasantly 
remembered  for  their  many  virtues  and  genial  social 
qualities  was  Mr.  Jonathan  Cushing.  He  was  a 
native  of  Boston,  but  came  to  Bridgewater  when  a 
boy,  in  1800,  and  was  educated  at  the  academy.  His 
first  journey  to  the  town  was  upon  horseback  with 
Miss  Relief  Jacobs,  who  was  the  mother  of  Charles 
Sumner.  Miss  Jacobs  was  learning  the  trade  of  a 
tailoress  of  Maj.  Hartwell,  and  young  Cushing,  then 
fourteen  years  old,  was  put  in  her  charge,  and  occu- 
pied the  pillion  with  her  in  the  journey  from  Scitu- 
ate  to  Bridgewater,  After  leaving  the  academy  he 
engaged  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Nathan  and  Isaac 
Lazell,  and  subsequently  married  one  of  Esquire 
Lazell's  daughters,  1809.     He  became  a  merchant  in 
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Boscon,  aod  was  associated  with  Nathaniel  Fisher  '  upoQ  the  school  board  of  the  towu  and  as  a  trustee  of 
Aiuca,  aud  for  many  years  carried  on  a  successful  |  the  academy  for  a  generation.  As  a  preacher,  Mr. 
business  in  the  Wc'St  India  goods  trade,  and  as  agents  I  Gay  ranked   among  the   ablest   of  his   denomination, 


of  the  Braintree  Cotton-Gin  Company.     Mr.  Gushing 
retired  from  busioess  in  1842,  and  lived  in  quiet  ease 


and    his    catholic    spirit   opened    the    pulpits   uF   the 
Unitarian   Churches   in    the   vicinity,    wheie   he    fre- 


and    independence    at   his    pleasant    home    on   Main  I  quently  preached  with  acceptance.      He  removed  from 
Street  until  his  death,  November,  1877,  at  the  age  of  i   Bridgewater  in  187tJ,  and  has  since  resided  at  Tuui]j- 


ninety-two  years.  He  was  esteemed  for  the  many 
amiable  and  manly  qualities  that  lend  grace  aud 
lustre  to  a  rehned  citizensliip.  His  only  daughter  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  M.  Beed,  Esq.,  of  Bridgewater. 
Rev.  David  Brigham,  soa  of  David,  was  born  in 
Westboro',  Mass.,  in  17U4,  aud  graduated  at  Uuion 
College  in  1818,  aud  studied  theology  with  Nathaniel 
Emmons,  D.D.,  of  Franklin,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Ide, 
of  Mcdway,  and  was  ordained  Dec.  29,  1819,  over  the 
Second  Church  in  Randolph  (now  Holbrook),  where 
his  pastorate  continued  until  183G.  Dec.  29,  183t), 
be  was  installed  over  the  IloUis  Evangelical  Churcli, 
Framingham,  where  he  remained  seven  and  one-half 
years.  1815,  April  23d,  was  installed  as  pastor  of 
the  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  Bridgewater, 
where  he  continued  until  Dec.  31,  1858.  Mr.  Brig- 
ham  subsequently  supplied  the  churches  at  Falmouth, 
Plymouth,  and  various  places  until  the  infirmities  of 
age  disqualified  him  for  that  service.  He  married 
Elizabeth  11.  Durfee,  of  Fall  River,  wlio  was  born 
179G.  Both  are  still  living  in  Bridgewater.  Their 
children  are  Elizabeth  Durfee,  1821  ;  David  Sewell, 
1823;  Lucy  Harrington,  1827;  Charles  Durfee,  1831 ; 
Thomas  R.,  1834;  Martha  A.,  1837;  Mary  A.,  1839. 
Mr.  Brigham  was  regarded  as  an  able  and  faithful 
minister,  and  his  theological  views  were  esteemed  as 
especially  sound  by  his  denomination. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  John 
Gay,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1G30  in  the  ship 
"  Mary  and  John,"  of  the  seventh  generation.  He 
was  born  in  Walpole,  Oct.  11,  1792,  entered  Harvard 
College  in  1810,  and  graduated  in  1814.  In  a  class 
of  sixty-two  who  graduated  with  him  but  three  were 


kins  Cove,  N.  Y.,  with  his  youngest  son,  Rev.  Eben- 
ezer Gay,  Jr.  He  still  retains  his  mental  vigor,  but 
great  age  has  withdrawn  hira  from  active  life. 

Dr.  Theodore  Edson  was  born  in  Bridgewater, 
Aug.  24,  1793,  and  was  the  son  of  John  Edsuu,  and 
brother  of  the  late  John  Edson.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Bridgewater  Academy,  and  graduated  at  ILir- 
vard  College  in  1820,  with  honors.  His  self-reliance 
prompted  him  to  gratify  an  early  desire  to  enter  the 
ministry,  towards  which  his  deep  religious  convictions 
seemed  to  point.  He  took  a  theological  course,  and 
was  ordained  a  deacon  of  the  Episcopal  Church  iu 
1822.  On  the  6th  of  March  of  that  year  he  went 
to  Lowell,  and  conducted  the  first  religious  service  at 
that  place  since  the  days  of  Eliot.  A  church  was 
extemporized  under  the  direction  of  BIr.  Boot,  the 
]iioueer  manufacturer,  aud  Mr.  Edson  was  engaged  as 
permanent  pastor.  In  1825  a  new  church  was 
erected,  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Kirk  Boot  and 
Mr.  Patrick  T.  Jackson,  and  consecrated  by  Bishop 
Griswold,  who,  at  the  same  time,  ordained  Mr.  Edson 
as  the  pastor.  With  marked  success  in  his  work.  Dr. 
EdsoD  witnessed  the  rapid  growth  of  the  rL-iing  city, 
and  for  twenty  years  devoted  himself  to  philanthropic 
and  mission  work,  in  connection  with  his  parish.  In 
1844  he  established  the  "  Rector's  Library,"  which 
was  a  blessing  to  the  church  and  to  that  growing  city. 
Subsequently  he  was  active  in  establishing  St.  Ann's 
Church.  In  1875  he  saw  the  realization  of  his  hopes 
in  the  erection  of  St.  Mary's  Orphanage,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  saw  it  organized  under  the  statutes.  He 
was  not  only  the  first  minister  of  the  city,  but  the 
leader  in  educational  enterprises  for  two  generations. 


living  in  1880.    He  studied  theology  with  Rev.  Joshua  {  For  many  years   he   was  trustee  of  Trinity  Church, 
Bates,  of  Dedham,  was  ordained  over  the  church  in  j  Bridgewater.      He  died,  greatly  beloved  and  lamented. 


Stoughton  in  1818,  continuing  five  years,  when  doc- 
trinal dissensions  were  the  cause  of  his  :isking  a  dis- 
mission. Mr.  Gay  was  called  to  Scotland,  Mass.,  in 
1823,  where  he  had  a  prosperous  ministry  for  about 
fil'teeii  }'ears.  Subsequently  the  church  removed  to 
the  Centre  of  Bridgewater,  built  a  new  church,  iu 
which    he    preached   until    1842,    when    at    his   own 


June  25,  1883. 

Rev.  Isaac  Dunham,  son  of  Isaac  Dunham,  was 
born  in  Plymouth,  Jan.  30,  1813,  and  married  Mar- 
bra  S.  Brown,  daughter  of  Rev.  Parley  Brown,  of 
Douglass,  Mass.  He  was  ordained  May  29,  1835,  in 
Dennis,  Mass.,  in  which  town  he  preached  ten  years, 
and  thereafter  in   Pclham,   N.   H.,   five  years  ;   Dux- 


request  he  was  dismissed.      He  remained  a  resident  of  '  bury,  Mass.,   ten  years;   Westport,  Mass.,  ten  years; 


Bridgewater,  supplying  the  churches  in  the  vicinity, 
temporarily  and  statedly,  for  twenty-five  years.  His 
interest  iu  education  was  manifested  in  special  labor 


Taunton,  Mass.,  five  years  ;  when  from  ill  health  lie 
resigned,  and  removed  to  Bridgewater,  serving  for 
four  years  as  chaplain  of  the   Massachusetts  Senate. 
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For  the  past  three  years  lie  has  supplied  various 
churches  as  hh  health  permitted.  Mr.  DuDliaui  has 
sustaiued  a  high  reputation  as  an  earnest  and  laithful 
luiuistor  of  the  gospel.  He  has  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  the  latter  the  wife  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  of 
Lynn.  He  lost  one  son  in  the  service  of  his  country 
in  the  late  war  of  the  Rebelliou. 

Hon.  Elijah  Hayward,  who  died  at  McConnelsville, 
Ohio,  Sept.  22,  18C4,  was  a  native  of  Bridgewater, 
and  the  eldest  son  of  Elijah  Hayward.  He  was  born 
Nov.  17,  17SG,  and  was  educated  by  Hon.  Beza  Hay- 
ward, and  at  the  academy.  He  was  in  early  life  en- 
gaged iu  mercantile  affairs,  and  went  to  Euglaiid  in 
pui-suit  of  business.  He  returned  to  his  home  with 
his  plan  of  life  changed,  and  engaged  in  the  study 
of  law  with  Judge  Nahum  Mitchell.  He  subse- 
quently was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  went  to  Ohio, 
where  he  became  distinguished  in  his  profession.  He 
was  DOC  only  a  diligent  studeut  of  law,  but  was  prom- 
inent in  historical  investigation,  and  was  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  engrossed  in  his  favorite  antitiuariau 
and  genealogical  pursuits.  He  made  fre(|ueut  visits 
to  his  native  town,  and  was  greatly  esteemed  for  his 
many  superior  qualities.  He  ever  retained  his  love 
for  the  Old  Colony,  and  was  widely  known  and  re- 
spected. 

Rev.  Samuel  T.  Livermore  was  born  March  IG, 
1824,  and  is  the  son  of  Abel  and  Deborah  Livermore, 
of  German,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of  sis- 
teen  he  left  home  with  the  determination  of  obtain- 
ing an  education,  and  by  his  labor  e<irned  money  to 
procure  books  for  that  purpose.  He  taught  school 
in  1S41,  and  in  the  summer  of  1842  pursued  his 
studies  at  Cortland  Academy,  at  Homer,  N.  Y.,  and 
subsequently  taught  school  at  Virginia,  near  Bowl- 
ing Green,  and  at  Ciuciunatus  in  the  winter  of  1844— 
45.  He  entered  college  at  Madison  University, 
Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  graduating  iu  1850.  He  then 
spent  two  years  at  Rochester  Theological  Seminary, 
and  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Livonia,  N.  Y.,  October,  1852,  retaining  the  pastor- 
ate four  and  a  half  years.  In  1853  he  was  married 
to  Melvina  T.  Brown,  daughter  of  Capt.  William 
Brown,  of  Fall  River.  His  second  pastorate  of  five 
and  oue-half  years  was  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  published  a  history  of  Cooperstown  and  Cooper. 
He  Was  nest  settled  at  Lowville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained five  years,  after  which  he  spent  several  years 
in  the  life  insurance  business  and  as  superintendent 
of  agencies.  In  1870  he  moved  his  family  from  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  to  Bridgewater.  In  1874  he  became 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Block  Island.  While  there  he 
published  the  history  of  Block  Island.     During  1881 


and  1882  he  was  engaged  on  the  "  Biographical  Cy- 
clopedia" of  Rhode  Island,  published  by  J.  H.  Chee- 
ver,  Esq.,  by  subscription,  at  twenty-five  dollars  per 
copy,  in  one  volume.  Among  the  articles  which  he  piL- 
pared  for  this  work  may  be  mentioned  tlie  sketch  of  the 
life  of  Hon.  William  Beach  Lawrence,  of  Newport. 

Dr.  Calvin  B.  Pratt  was  a  graduate  of  Amlier.it 
College  (1832),  and  of  Dartmouth  (N.  H.)  Medical 
College.  He  practiced  medicine  fur  several  years  at 
Hauover,  Mass.,  and  settled  then  in  Bridgewater,  and 
continued  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  his  deutli, 
which  occurred  Aug.  25,  18G2.  lie  was  regarded  as 
a  physician  of  good  judgment,  and  possessed  those 
qualities  that  endeared  him  to  his  patients  and  all 
with  whom  he  associated.  His  election  to  the  State 
Legislature  and  to  various  elective  offices  in  the  town, 
is  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Jacob  Perkins,  and  had  two  sons,  Henry  T.  and  Calvin 
Pratt,  M.D.,  and  two  daughters,  Mary  Barton  and 
Sarah.  Dr.  Pratt  was  most  warm-hearted  and  sympa- 
thetic in  his  nature,  and  exemplified  the  best  traits  of 
the  good  physician.  His  death  was  most  sincerely 
mourned,  and  the  town  regarded  his  demise,  while 
hardly  past  the  prime  of  life,  a  public  loss.  His  second 
son,  Calvin,  inherited  the  best  traits  of  his  honored 
father,  making  choice  of  the  same  profession,  and  is 
settled  in  his  native  town  with  a.  successful  practice. 
His  youngest  son,  Jonathan  Washburn,  is  also  a  phy- 
sician, and  is  connected  with  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  Boston. 

Dr.  Nahum  Washburn,  who  was  the  pioneer  in  the 
practice  of  dentistry  in  Southeastern  Mas.sachusetts, 
was  the  third  son  of  Solomon  Washburn,  of  Bridge- 
water,  and  of  a  family  of  nine  sons  and  two  daugliters. 
Dr.  Washburn  was  fitted  for  college  at  the  academy 
in  Bridgewater,  and  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College 
in  1832.  He  early  disclosed  a  taste  for  scientific 
study,  and  made  choice  of  the  profession  of  medicine, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Massachu.setts  Medical 
Society  in  1835.  He  subsequently  studied  dentistry, 
and  settled  in  Bridgewater,  where  he  had  an  extensive 
practice  for  forty  years.  His  native  genius  and  skill 
won  for  him  a  reputation  that  extended  to  distant 
towns  and  cities,  and  he  received  the  patronage  of 
distinguished  persons,  even  from  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  State.  With  untiring  industry  he  made  himself 
master  of  his  profession,  while  his  rare  conversational 
gift  dissipated  much  of  the  dread  that  usually  sur- 
rounds the  dentist's  chair.  His  inventive  genius  pro- 
duced most  of  the  delicate  instruments  used  in  his 
profession,  and  a  mill  for  grinding  rock  crystal  for  the 
manufacture  of  teeth.      He  was  a  close  observer  and 
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an  enthusiastic  lover  of  nature,  which  rendered  his 
compauionsiiip  entertaining  and  instructive.     His  de- 
fective  vision  compelled    the   reliniiuishnient  of   his 
profession  about  ten  years  ago,  but  his  racntal  vigor  i 
was  unabated,  and  his  declining  years  were  spent  in  i 
the  f|uiet  of  his  historic  home,  surrounded  with  family  ! 
and  friends,  in  whose  society  he  ever  had  the  highest 
interest.     He  was  never  an  active  participant  in  public 
at}';iirs,  but  was  thoroughly  informed  upon  the  leading 
questions  of  the  day,  while  his  shafts  of  wit  and  sar- 
casm  were    never  withheld  against  the  follies  of  the 
times.      His  <leath   took   place   Dec.  28,  18S3,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years. 

John  Ames  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Bridgewater,  and  married  Elizabeth  Hayward  in  1045. 
He  was  a  man  of  largo  estate,  but  having  no  children 
deeded  his  property  to  his  nephew,  John  Ames,  son 
of  his  brother  William,  of  Braintree,  and  to  the  sons 
of  his  said  nephew.  He  died  in  1689.  John,  nephew 
of  John,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Willis,  and 
came  to  Bridgewater  (West  Precinct)  in  1G72.  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Ames,  a  grandson  of  John,  was  born  July 
22,  1708,  was  distinguished  as  a  mathematician  and 
as  the  maker  of  almanacs,  publishing  his  tii'St  in 
1725  ;  these  were  published  regularly  by  himself  and 
son  until  17ti5.  He  removed  to  Dedhani,  and  was 
father  of  the  distinguished  Fisher  Ames,  who  gradu- 
ated from  Harvard  College  in  1774.  The  late  Oliver 
and  Oakes  Ames,  of  Easton,  were  descendaut.s  from 
the  same  ancestry. 

Hon.  Lloyd  Parsons,  a  native  of  Middleboro',  was 
a  resident  of  Bridgewater  lor  thirty  years,  and  well 
known  for  his  many  excellent  traits  of  character. 
Ho  was  for  many  years  agent  of  the  Eagle  Cotton- 
Gin  Company,  and  traveled  widely  through  the  South. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  most  courteous  manners,  of 
clear  intellect,  which  was  recognized  by  his  townsmen 
in  calling  him'to  various  places  of  responsibility.  He 
wa.s  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  for  two 
years  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature. 
Subsequently  he  was  State  senator  for  two  years, 
serving  his  district  with  acceptance  and  ability.  He 
was  for  several  years  president  of  the  Bridgewater 
Savings- Bank,  which  office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1882,  and  also  trustee  and  treasurer  for  a 
time  of  the  Plymouth  County  Agricultural  Society. 
Por  many  years  he  was  a  leader  in  musical  circles, 
po-^scssing  rare  and  discriminating  taste  for  that  de- 
lightful and  elevating  science.  His  death  was  deeply 
lamented  by  the  wide  circle  of  his  acquaintance,  and 
by  Fellowship  Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  which  he 
was  a  Past  Master.      His  age  was  sixty-six  years. 

Nathan   E.  Willis,  son   of  Nathan   and    Rebecca 


Dean  Willis,  was  born  in  Bridgewater  July  12, 1838  ; 
was  educated  at  Bridgewater  Academy,  and  at  the 
State  Normal  School;  graduated  at  Amherst  College 
(18(52),  and  was  teacher  of  the  high  school  at  Wey- 
mouth, and  subse<iuently  of  the  high  school  at  Jamaica 
Plain,  and  later  was  appointed  sub-master  of  the 
English  high  school,  Boston.  In  1S72,  on  account 
of  his  wife's  health,  he  resigned  the  position  in  Bos- 
ton, and  went  South,  where  ho  was  ordained  as  a 
minister  of  a  colored  church  in  Marion,  Alabama. 
Here  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  and 
in  Christian  work,  with  a  devotion  that  reflected  the 
spirit  of  the  true  missionary  of  the  cross.  Thus  en- 
gaged, he  was  on  his  way  to  renew  his  labors  among 
a  benighted  people,  when,  within  a  few  hours'  ride  of 
his  destination,  he  and  his  wife  met  with  a  tragic 
death  by  railroad  accident.  He  died  Sept.  21,  1874, 
and  his  wife  survived  but  a  few  days.  Mr.  Willis' 
life  was  a  remarkable  example  of  devotion  to  duty, 
and  his  memory  is  cherished  as  a  marked  instance  of 
self-sacrifice  among  the  poor  and  lowly.  Memorial 
services  of  the  most  deeply  interesting  character  were 
held  at  the  church  in  Bridgewater,  in  which  the 
scholarly,  Christian  character  of  the  devoted  couple 
was  most  touchingly  delineated  by  Rev.  H.  D. 
Walker  and  Rev.  George  W.  Ilosmer.  Mr.  ^Villis 
left  one  son,  who  escaped  death  in  the  accidLMit  that 
was  fatal  to  his  parents. 

Lewis  Holmes,  son  of  Joseph  Holmes,  of  Plymouth, 
was  born  Sept.  17,  180b';  settled  in  Bridgewater  in 
1834,  and  for  twenty-five  years  was  in  trade  as  a 
merchant  in  the  village ;  was  elected  town  clerk  and 
treasurer  in  1847  to  1850,  and  again  town  clerk  from 
1859  to  1873,  and  again  treasurer  from  ISiJ!)  to  1SG7. 
He  was  appointed  postmaster  in  1SG2,  and  has  held 
the  office  to  the  present  time;  was  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  in  1873;  justice  of  the  peace  from  18G2 
to  the  present  time;  and  trial  justice  ten  years.  He 
was  active  in  the  early  anti-slavery  cause,  and  called 
the  first  meeting  in  the  interest  of  that  cause  in  1839. 
His  service  as  postmaster  has  been  such  as  has  won 
the  popular  favor  of  the  citizens,  and  his  kind  aud 
accommodating  spirit  is  likely  to  direct  that  uffice 
until  age  and  infirmity  disqualifies  him  from  its 
duties.  Mr.  Holmes  has  ever  taken  a  lively  interest 
in  public  affairs,  and  has  been  a  pronounced  Repub- 
lican in  politics  since  the  organization  of  that  party. 
His  health  is  still  vigorous  for  one  of  his  advanced 
age.  Few  men  have  so  long  been  identified  with  the 
atfairs  of  the  town,  and  none  could  more  faithfully 
fill  the  place  which  he  has  so  long  occupied  as  post- 
master. 

Joshua  E.  Crane,  son   of  Barzillai  Crane,  Esq.,  of 
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Berkley,  Mass.,  was  born  in  that  town  July  9,  1823. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  public  and  private 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  was  placed  in  the  office  of  a  coiumisaion 
merchant  in  New  York  City.  In  1844  he  became 
associated  with  his  uncle,  Morton  Eddy,  a  merchant 
in  Brid^ewater,  and  continued  in  that  relation  for 
four  years,  when  Mr.  Eddy  retired  from  the  business. 
Since  1848,  Mr.  Crane  has  carried  on  the  store  busi- 
ness alone.  He  was  early  active  in  politics,  and  cast 
his  first  vote  in  1844  for  the  candidates  of  the  Lib- 
erty party,  having  been  present  at  the  organization  of 
that  party  in  Boston.  Mr.  Crane  was  subsequently 
active  in  the  local  political  organizations,  and  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Worcester  Convention  that  organ- 
ized the  Republican  party,  at  which  Judge  Charles 
Allen  presided.  For  about  twenty  years  he  was 
chaii'nian  of  the  Republican  town  committee,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  member  of  the  State  Repub- 
lican Committee.  He  was  elected  representative  to 
the  General  Court  in  1856,  and  was  the  candidate 
for  re-election  in  1857.  In  18C1,  upon  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  party  lines  were  in  a 
measure  dissolved,  he  was  chosen  senator  from  the 
South  Plymouth  District,  and  was  again  elected  by 
almost  a  unanimous  vote  the  following  year,  the 
Democracy  of  the  district  making  no  nomination 
against  him.  He  participated  in  two  elections  of 
Charles  Sumner  to  the  United  States  Senate  by  the 
Legislature,  and  served  on  the  Committee.*!  on  Claims 
and  on  Mercantile  Aflfairs  and  Insurance.  Mr.  Crane 
served  the  town  for  ten  years  as  town  clerk  and  treas- 
urer, being  first  elected  in  1855.  For  thirty  years 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  Plymouth  County 
Agricultural  Society  in  various  capacities,  and  was 
for  a  number  of  years  treasurer  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  the  trustees.  He  delivered  the  histor- 
ical address  on  the  occasion  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  society,  Sept.  30,  18C9.  For  the  past  twelve 
years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Bridgewater  State  Work-House,  and  for  nearly 
twenty  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Bridgewater  Academy,  being  active 
in  the  erection  of  the  present  school  building.  Mr. 
Crane  has  long  been  actively  identified  with  the 
Central  Square  Church,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
building  committee  when  the  present  church  edifice 
Was  erected,  in  18G1. 

For  a  quarter  of  a  century  Mr.  Crane  has  been  a 
correspondent  of  the  newspapers  in  this  vicinity,  and 
his  historical  sketches  have  been  of  interest  to  people 
of  antiquarian  tastes. 

He  Was   married   Jan.  9,  1849,  to  Miss   Lucy  A., 


daughter  of  Quincy  Reed,  of  Weymouth,  and  has 
six  children, — Joshua  E.  Crane,  Jr.  (a  graduate  of 
Brown  University),  Charles  Reed  (of  Covington, 
Ky.),  Morton  Eddy,  Henry  Lovell,  Anna  Howe, 
and  Edward  Appleton.  Mr.  Crane  is  a  lineal  de- 
.scendaut  of  Henry  Crane,  of  Dorchester,  and  on 
his  mother's  side  from  Samuel  Eddy,  one  of  the  Pil- 
grim band  at  Plymouth  (1630).  His  mother  was 
Lydia  Eddy,  daughter  of  Capt.  Joshua  Eddy,  of  the 
Revolution. 

Capt.  Abram  Washburn,  son  of  Capt.  Abram,  born 
1779,  whose  home  was  adjoining  Mr.  Hale's  estate,  was 
for  two  generations  an  active  citizen  of  the  town.  The 
hotel  was  erected  through  his  enterprise,  and  nearly 
all  the  mill-sites  for  ten  miles  around  have  the  marks 
of  his  handiwork.  In  all  public  enterprises  he  was 
foremost,  and  he  was  esteemed  as  a  reliable,  large- 
hearted  man.  The  wall  around  the  old  burial-ground 
was  one  of  the  monuments  of  his  generosity  and  pub- 
lic spirit.  For  many  years  of  his  early  life  he  was 
the  village  blacksmith,  and  he  was  a  life-long  sup- 
porter of  the  First  Congregational  Parish.  He  left 
no  children.  His  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Eleazer  Carver,  married  1804. 

Capt.  Washburn  was  in  command  of  the  Bridge- 
water  company  in  1818  and  1819. 

Nathan  Willis,  a  lineal  descendant  of  one  of  the 
original  proprietors,  is  a  resident  of  the  town,  and 
possessed  of  many  of  the  characteristics  of  the  family. 
His  quiet  and  industrious  life  has  not  only  been  de- 
voted to  his  farm  and  trade,  but  in  good  measure  to 
that  profitable  reading  that  is  the  foundation  of  a 
well-stored  and  cultivated  mind.  Mr.  Willis  has 
ever  been  held  in  high  respect,  and  is  now  among  the 
few  that  well  remember  the  scenes  at  the  old  town- 
meetings  before  the  town  was  divided. 

Charles  M.  Reed  was  born  in  Lexington,  Sept.  12, 
1819,  and  was  the  son  of  Charles  Reed,  a  prominent 
und  public-spirited  citizen  of  that  town.  He  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  was 
early  in  life  placed  in  a  wholesale  dry-goods  store  in 
Boston.  Active  and  energetic,  he,  soon  after  attain- 
ing his  majority,  entered  business  in  the  firm  of 
Pierce,  Clark  &  Reed,  dry-goods  commission  mer- 
chants. He  was  married,  October,  1844,  to  Mi^s 
Mary  Gushing,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Gushing,  Esq., 
of  Bridgewater.  He  was  for  twenty-five  years  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Boston,  and  subsequently  was 
engaged  in  business  in  New  York  City.  Since  1875 
he  has  been  in  Bridgewater.  In  1883  he  represented 
his  district  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  active 
and  efficient  in  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  his 
constituents.     His    only    son,    Charles    H.    Reed,    a 
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proiuinent  merchaot  and  a  much-esteemed  member  of  State.  His  modest  worth  and  unostciitatiou.-i  beariug 
the  Boston  scliool  board  and  a  "raduato  of  Nurwicli  i  has  won  the  esteem  of  his  business  associates  and  tlie 
University,  was  accideuially  killed  by  falling  tlirougb  i  cummuuity  wherever  he  has  resided.  His  liome, 
a  hatehway  in  liis  store,  July  31,  18S2.  This  crush-  \  wiiich  is  the  mansion  formerly  owned  by  the  late 
iiig  blow  was  sustained  by  Mr.  Reed  witli  a  manly  |  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Jewett,  is  the  seat  uf  a  moit  geiier- 
eourage  and  fortitude  seldom  surpassed.  Mr.  Kced  ]  ous  hospitality,  and  his  reputation  as  a  sterliiiLr.  large- 
is  slill  a  resident  of  Bridgewater,  where  he  is  greatly  :  hearted  merchant  has  lung  been  establi=lied.  His 
respected.  eldest   son,    William,  is  associated    with   him    in    the 

Business   Men. — The   firm    of    Hooper  &   Clark,      famous  business  house  at  Albany, 
composed  uf  Avery  F.  Hooper  and  P.  0.  Clark,  liavc  i       Capt.  Edwin  W.  Barstow,  a  well-known  ?liipma.-ter 
a  large  business  at  the  old  store  of  the   Bridgewater  ■  for  thirty  years,  and  a   mereliant   fur   many  years   in 
Iron  Company.  \  New   York,  was,  early  in   life,  a   residuot  of    Bridge- 

J.  E.  Crane,  general  store,  Central  Square,  since  [  water,  and  continued  sucli  until  his  deaili.  May  It!, 
18i-t.  j   1877.      He  commanded  the  ship   •'  Bridgewater"  fur 

John  H.  Fairbanks,  hardware,  stoves,  etc.,  was  j  many  years,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  class  of  ves- 
born  in  Boston,  Nov.  4,  1834  ;  settled  in  Bridge-  ]  sels  in  the  foreign  trade.  He  was  dislingui.-hed  for 
water  in  18G3.  I  his  hospitality  and  high  social  qualities.     The  religious 

William  Prophett,  furniture,  etc.,  born  in  England  '  society  with  which  he  was  connected  lor,t  a  liberal 
in  1S34,  son  of  John,  settled  in  Bridgewater  in  1858.     contributor  by  his  death,  and  the  town  one  of  its  must 

Nahum  Washburn,  apothecary,  son  of  Nahum,  born     public-spirited  citizens,  and  his   f.uuily  a  uiu.-^t  alTcc- 
July  3U,  1839,  graduated  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy  j  lionate   husband  and   father.      He   left  two   suos  and 
in  Boston,  1872;  established  business  in  Bridgewater  \  three  daughters.     His  age  was  sixty-six  years. 
in  1874.  i       Philip   D.  Kingman,  son  of  Bcla  Kingman,  was  a 

Robert  Ferguson,  boots  and  shoes,  born  Jan.  18,  !  native  of  Middleboro',  but  settled  in  Bridgewater  in 
1840. 


Darius  Cushman,  boots  and  shoes. 
H.  N.  Robinson,  photographer. 
Charles  F.  Myer,  clothing. 

E.  A.  Hewitt,  jeweler. 
Thomas  W.  Crocker,  dry  goods. 
Sumner  Keith,  coal. 

Herbert  Pratt,  dry  goods. 
A.  I.  Simmons,  market. 
0.  B.  Cule,  apothecary. 
Suuthworth  Harlow,  blacksmith. 
Richard  W.  Wilber,  boots  and  shoes. 
H.  T.  Pratt,  printer. 
Jerome  B.  Rogers,  stoves,  etc. 
Joshua  Gibbs,  harness-maker. 
John  \V.  Perkins,  groceries. 
Joseph  A.  Bowman,  expressman. 
Sturtevaut  Brothers,  groceries. 
John  Douevan  &  Co.,  groceries. 
John  G.  &  Henry  Branian,  painters. 
A.    S.    Lyon,   Ambrose   Keith,  George    Hayward, 
builders. 

F.  D.  King,  livery  stable. 

Mr.  William  M.  Whitney,  a  distinguished  mer- 
chant of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  has  been  a  resident  of 
Bridgewater  since  1873.  He  is  a  native  uf  Boston, 
and  was  born  Jan.  12,  1829.  Mr.  Whitney  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  large  business  capacity,  and  ranks  among 
the  foremost  of  successful  merchants  of  the  Empire 


I  1834.      He  held  the  office  of  deputy  sherilf  lor  lurty 
years,  and  was  agent  of  the  Hingham  Insurance  Com- 
'  pany  for  thirty  years.     He  was  a  man  of  guud  ability, 
.  and  as  a  law-officer  had  a  wide  reputation.      He  was 
I  not  only  highly  esteemed  by  the  courts  as  an  efficient 
and  faithful  officer,  but  in  the  more  private  relations 
of  domestic  life  he  was  an  example  of  those  virtues 
that  adorn  the   home  and  fireside.      His  life  was  one 
of  great  activity,  and  he  was  widely  known   through- 
out the  county.      liis  death  was  much   lamented  and 
his  funeral   largely  attended  by  tlic   legal   officers  and 
members  of  the  bar  of  the  county. 
I       Ho  left  a  widow  and  three  sons,  F.  M.  Kingman, 
j  of    East    Bridgewater;    Hosea    Kinginati,   the    wcll- 
i  known    attorney-at-law ;    Bradford   S.    Kingman,    of 

Newmarket,  N.  H. 
I  Mr.  Ira  M.  Couant  is  the  son  of  Ira  Cunant,  and 
was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Jan.  3,  1827,  educated  at 
the  old  academy,  and  was  clerk  in  a  store  when  a 
boy  with  Cobb  &  Sawin,  and  also  with  Lewis  Ilulmes. 
He  subsequently  was  in  company  with  Mr.  Ilulmes 
for  a  few  years,  and  then  engaged  in  business  at 
Attleboro',  where  he  resided  for  several  years,  and  car- 
ried on  a  dry -goods  store.  He  sub.sei|uently  em- 
barked in  tlie  manufacture  of  hoop-skirts,  and  traii.^- 
ferred  his  business  to  Boston,  where,  with  his  brother, 
it  was  enlarged  and  successfully  carried  uu.  The 
firm  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture  uf  gussamer 
rubber  goods,  and  were   the   pioneers  in   that  enter- 
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prise.  This  proved  a  popular  business  stroke  and 
also  a  ])rofituble  one.  About  eighteen  years  ago  Mr. 
Conaiit  took  up  his  residence  in  Bridgewater  and  pur- 
clia.sed  the  fine  estate  and  mansion  of  George  W.  Bas- 
sett,  which  he  now  occupies.  Starting  in  life  without 
the  aid  of  any  one,  he  has  by  good  judgment  and  good 
fortune  won  the  goal  of  his  highest  ainbiliun.  Mr. 
Conant  has  ever  held  a  good  position  among  his  fel- 
low-citizens, and  was,  when  a  resident  of  Atlleboro',  a 
repn^<entalive  of  that  town  in  the  State  Legislature. 
He  is  a  courteous  and  large-hearted  gentleman,  ready 
to  lend  his  influence  to  promote  the  best  welfare  of 
the  town.  He  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  Cen- 
tral Square  Society  for  many  years,  and  is  a  liberal 
contributor  to  its  support.  He  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  George  Bassett  (1850),  and  ha.s  three 
sons. 

Scotland  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church. — 
The  Scotland  Church  was  organized  July  4,  1836, 
being  composed  of  that  portion  of  the  church  that 
remained  when  the  original  church  removed  to  the 
centre  of  the  town.  This  organization  consisted  of 
thirty-two  members,  retaining  the  same  covenant  and 
articles  of  faith  to  which  they  had  subscribed.  Ezra 
Fobes  and  Isaac  Fobes  were  chosen  deacons.  Rev. 
Stetson  Raymond  became  the  pastor  the  same  year, 
continuing  until  1851. 

In  August,  1851,  Rev.  D.  D.  Tappan  became  the 
minister,  remaining  a  little  more  than  a  year.  Rev. 
Cyrus  Mann  supplied  the  pulpit  the  following  year 
until  May,  1853,  when  Rev.  James  Farnsworth  was 
called,  and  was  installed  September  1st  of  that  year. 
Rev.  Dr.  Stori-s,  of  Braintree,  preaching  the  sermon. 
Jlr.  Farnsworth  died  in  the  midst  of  his  duties  on 
Sunday  morning,  Nov.  12,  1854,  while  reading  his 
sermon  preparatory  to  service,  overwhelming  his  fam- 
ily and  people  with  grief.  The  pulpit  was  then  sup- 
plied by  Rev.  Otis  Roekwood  for  more  than  a  year. 
January,  1857,  Rev.  James  C.  Seagrave  became  the 
minister,  continuing  with  special  acceptance  for  about 
eight  years.  The  church  was  subsequently  supplied 
by  Rev.  A.  G.  Duucan  (six  years).  Rev.  Isaac  Dun- 
ham ( live  years),  and  for  several  years  has  enjoyed  the 
ministry  of  Rev.  Charles  W.  Wood,  formerly  of 
Campello.  The  original  members  of  this  church  are 
nearly  all  deceased.  The  church  has,  in  view  of  its 
losses  by  death  and  removals,  shown  a  degree  of 
vitality  and  spiritual  life  that  is  to  be  commended. 
The  Scotland  meeting-house  was  built  and  dedicated 
Jau.  29,  1823. 

Bridgewater  in  the  French  War. — Bridgewater 
had  a  large  share  in  the  struggles  that  marked  the 
continuance  of  the  French  wars. 


In  the  expedition  against  Nova  Scotia,  in  1755, 
Lieut.  Jonathan  Carver  and  twelve  men  were  under 
Gen.  Winslow;  in  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point 
were  Capt.  Joseph  Wa.shburn  and  thirty-four  men  ;  in 
Capt.  James  House's  company  from  Sept.  15,  1755, 
to  Jan.  1,  1756,  were  Corp.  Obadiah  Edson  and  five 
men. 

In  the  company  of  Capt.  John  Loring,  of  the  East 
Precinct,  on  the  Crown  Point  expedition,  from  Feb- 
ruary to  December,  1756,  were  fourteen  men,  and  in 
May  of  the  same  year  sixteen  additional  men  were 
raised  for  the  same  officer. 

The  following  were  with  Capt.  John  Clapp  at  Fort 
Edward,  July,  1756 : 


Elishu  Guraoy. 
tleorge  Monke. 
Beojamia  Southward. 
Joseph  Darling. 
David  Leaoh. 
Joseph  Cole. 
Zeb"  Field. 
Tho"  Cornish  (died). 
Seth  Kinsman. 
Ebenf  Wade. 
King  Howard. 
Lvmuel  Duubar. 
Matthew  Qannett. 
Jon*  Boznorth. 
Caleb  Packard. 
Nathan  Hartwell. 
David  Conant,  Jr. 
Samuel  Bowtich. 
Ifuuiphrey  BurrelL 
John  Ramadell. 
JosiaU  Leach. 
James  Leach. 
John  Whitman. 

The  following  men  were 
company  from  Bridgewater, 

Eliphalet  Phillips. 
Sam'  Pratt. 
Adam  Kingman, 
James  Robinson. 
Abner  Aldeo. 
Jacob  Alden. 
Ja»  Shaw,  Jr. 
Joshua  W.  Bird. 
Abner  Kingman. 
Abner  Pratt. 
Ichubud  Thompson. 
Benj.  Porter. 


Nathaniel  Hayward. 
John  Mitchell. 
Jona.  AVillia. 
Polycarpus  .Snell. 
Lemuel  Orcut. 
Joshua  French. 
J"'  Snell. 
SiLUiuel  r.eacli. 
Dan.  Leonard. 
Jacob  Reed. 
Daniel  Lcuob. 
Kbenezer  I'ratt. 
Noah  Washburn. 
Jos.  Gannett. 
Sam'  Orcut. 
Joshua  Shaw,  Jr. 
Abner  Bisbee. 
Sam'  Leach,  Jr. 
Solomon  Shaw. 
Samuel  Pratt. 
Richard  Buck. 
Joseph  Parker, 
Isaac  Pool. 

in   Capt.  James   House's 
August,  1757  : 

John  llugen. 
Nath'  Cole. 
Job  Cliainborlain. 
William  Corbit. 
Isaac  Packard. 
William  Snell. 
Jos.  Bates. 
Sam'  Super. 
John  Witherell. 
Joshua  Cushman. 
Prince  Corwing. 


Muster-roU  of  Capt.  Thomas   Mitchell's  company, 
August,  1757 : 


Daniel  Pottingil. 
Beriuh  Willis. 
John  Bolton. 
Tho"  Carr. 
Robt.  Ripley. 
Benj.  Monke. 


Benj.  Maliurin. 
Henry  Washburn. 
Jos.  Keith. 
Stephen  Leach. 
Eliab  Washburn. 
David  Perkins,  Jr. 
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Daniel  Littleheld. 

Jona.  EaDdulI. 
Cha'  Lorinj;. 
JuLuea  Allen. 
Eliphalfct  Cury. 
Timy  Haywiiid. 
Edward  Packard. 
Elisha  Hooper. 
Uub'  Gilinure. 
Joscpli  SuinpsOQ, 
Epiiraiiii  Alien. 
Geo.  llarrid. 
Joahua  Willis,  Jr. 
Perez  AVaterinan,  Jr. 
Jiiiuea  Snow. 
Jonud  Turner. 
John  Doughty. 
Rob'  Leach. 
Henry  Chamberlain. 
Jona.  Willia. 


Uriah  Record. 
Abisha  Leach. 
Jo:jiab  iMahurin. 
William  Barlow. 
Amo3  Ilayward. 
Jo:>eph  Harvey. 
IsiULC  Lee. 
Jon*^  Pratt. 
Josiah  Leach. 
Mosei>  Saab. 
Matthew  Buck. 
Jos.  Belcher. 
Geo.  Buckard. 
Friincia  Howard. 
Hei&ckiah  Mahurin. 
Timothy  Fubea. 
Saiul.  Packard,  Jr. 
Gregory  Belcher. 
Ebenezcr  Edson. 


Rev.  Mr.  Backus,  under  date  of  May  10,  1758, 
writes,  **  'Tis  remarkable  to  see  what  a  martial  spirit 
prevails  among  us.  Nearly  twenty  soldiers  are  going 
out  of  Titicut  Precinct,  among  whom  are  Brethren 
Harvey,  Campbell,  and  Wood,  likewise  Joahua  Fobes, 
John  Wood,  and  many  others,  who  attend  our  meet- 
in^TS.  There  appears  in  our  part  of  the  land  an  un- 
common forwardness  to  enlist.'* 

Two  months  later  he  writes,  *•  The  rumors  of 
slaughter,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood,  which  we 
have  from  our  army,  fill  many  with  distressing  agita- 
tions of  mind." 

In  Capt.  Simeon  Gary's  company  in  Col.  Doty  a 
regiment,  raised  in  the  spring  of  1758  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  Canada,  were  Lieut.  Lemuel  Dunbar,  Serj. 
Eliphalet  Cary,  Corp.  James  Allen,  and  ninety-six 
men.  In  Capt.  William  Augier's  company  in  Col. 
Williams'  regiment,  there  were  fifteen  men,  three  in 
Capt.  Foster's,  and  one  man  in  Capt.  Newhall's. 

In  1759,  the  year  that  witnessed  the  capture  of 
Quebec,  Massachusetts  furnished  about  seven  thousand 
men,  or  one-bixth  of  all  who  were  able  to  bear  arms. 

In  Col.  Thomas  Clapp's  regiment,  to  be  placed 
under  Gen.  Amherst  for  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
April  12,  1759,  were  officers  Lemuel  Dunbar,  Eliph- 
alet Phillips,  Josiah  Dunbar,  and  eighty-eight  men. 

On  the  muster-roll  of  Capt.  Simeon  Cary's  com- 
pany, in  the  expedition  against  Canada,  1759,  were 
the  i'ollowing  Bridgewater  men: 


Cajjt.  Simeon  Gary. 
Lieut.  Aticuh  French. 
Surgeon  Thoiiiai  Willie. 
Surgeon    Timothy    Huy- 

ward. 
Surgeon  Thomas  Pliillips. 
Sur;^(!on  Joua.  rinow. 
Jolin  Davenport. 
Juseph  Egnion. 


Henry  Chamberlain. 
Elisltu  Allen. 
Ebenezcr  Iltiyvviird. 
Gideun  Herrick. 
Tliumoa  Louch. 
Benjiimin  Phillips. 
Jira^e  Perkins. 
Joacph  Petlingil. 
Joseph  Pool. 


Daniel  Ilayward. 
Simeon   Ames. 
Benjamin  Byram. 
Joseph  Belcher. 
Samuel   Cole. 


Benjamin  Peterson. 

John  Ripley. 
James  Snow. 
John  Snell. 


The  followinf^Bridgewater  men  were  in  the  Canada 
expedition  of  1760  : 


Nehcmiah  Washburn. 
Seth  Latham. 
Benjamin  Porter. 
Silas  Pratt. 
Benjamin  Skif. 
Diiniel  Pettinjjil. 
Henry  Cary. 
Elidha  Blackman. 
Samuel  Shaw. 
Joseph  Shaw. 
Eben  Drake. 
Reuben  Curtis. 
Jesse  Briggs. 
SolomoD  Leaoh. 
John  Doty. 
Daniel  Leonard. 
Benjamin  Mahurin. 
Seth  Mitchell. 
Jacob  Mitchell. 
Thomas  Mitchell. 


Thomas  Leaeb. 
Amasii  Lewis. 
Samuel  Packard. 
Abiel  Wood. 
Samuel  Wtiitmun. 
Timothy  Howard. 
Nailiuniel  Hovs-ard. 
Daniel  Leonard. 
Eliaha  Batton. 
John  Bcn:)On. 
Thomiis  Hooper. 
Charles  Perkins. 
Henry  Washburn. 
Jonathan  Willis. 
Elijah  Blossom. 
Jacob  Keitli. 
Eptnaim  Cole. 
Benjamin  Phillips. 
Phineas  I'arris. 
Edward  Keith. 


Josiah  Dunbar  was  first  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Nathan 
Hodge's  company  at  Crown  Point  in  1759,  and  was 
promoted  to  a  captaincy. 

The  following  Bndgewater  men  died  in  the  service, 
under  Capt.  Josiah  Dunbar,  during  the  year  17G0  : 


Jonathan  Pratt  (son  of  Jona- 
than Prutt). 

Robert  Snell. 

John  Snull. 

Timothy  Keith  (son  of  Eph- 
raim  Keith). 

Cbundler  Keith. 


Barney  Snow. 
James  Turner. 
William  Qilmore. 
BenJ.  Waahburn. 
Amasa  Lewis. 
John  Benson. 
Benj.  Clark. 


Enlisted  from   Bridgewater  in   Cupt.  Josiah  Dun- 
bar's company  in  17G1  : 


Josiah  Keith. 
Simeon  Ivipp. 
Benanucl  Leach. 
Bcnanuel  Lcaoh,  Jr. 
Nathan  Leach. 


James  ALixom. 
J^Ioscs  Snell. 
Seth  Sweny. 
Noah  Wa3hl)uru. 


Pay-roll  of  Capt.  Lemuel  Dunbar's  company,  Jan. 
18,  1761  : 


Lieut.  Jolin  Ilamnor. 
Ensign  Joseph  Byram. 


Sergt.  Thonitt.-  Latham. 
Sergt.  Uiclmrd  Bartlctt. 


Privatet. 


Benjamin  Johnson, 
Ehenezer  Allen. 
Peter  Duubur. 
James  Allen. 
Charles  Bisbee. 
David  Clark. 
James  Chamberlain. 
Jesso  Curtis. 


John  Cully. 
Daniel  Corthwcll. 
Nathaniel  Cooant. 
John  Doty. 
Samuel  Drake. 
Ebenzer  Eddy. 
Nathan  IMsuii. 
Elijah  Edson. 
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Saiuuel  Fuller.  Jacob  Keith. 

Cliurlei  Gibbs.  Jauies  Lalbam. 

John  Oilun.  Thoruoa  Lcucb. 

George  Hiirris.  Beojauiia  Alarsliall. 

Jobii  Uiggins.  Perkina. 

Nutbaiiicl  lleraey.  StepbeD  Petteugall. 

Sitb  Klnijuiaa.  Sater  Super. 

Adjin  KinguiaD.  Abner  Torrey. 

Benjaiuin  Kipp.  Benjamin  Washburn. 

Pay-roll  of  Capt.  Lemuel  Dunbar's  company,  De- 
cember, 17G2  : 


Abijah  Hill. 
Benoui  Hunt. 
John  Higgina. 
Jacob  Keith. 
Nathan  Vilos. 
Jolin  Pratt. 
Philip  Keynolds. 
Nathaniel  Ramsdell. 
Musca  tinell, 
Beriiih  Siiell. 
Enoch  Thayer. 
William  Traak. 
Setb  Woodward. 

Goodrich. 

Zeuhariah  Waahburn. 
Michael  White. 


Lieut.  Benjamin  Snell. 

Kbeuezer  Allen. 

Joseph  Allen. 

Jusiah  Allen. 

Sotli  Bryant. 

Charles  Bisbee. 

Daniel  Othman. 

Hugh  Carr. 

Thuiaui:-  Carr. 

Kbenezer  Drake. 

John  Doty. 

E.  Eddy. 

Daniel  Edsun. 

Samuel     Fuller     (son     of 

I.-aac,  died). 
Charles  Gibbs. 
Ephraim  Grover. 

All  enlisted  men  from  Bridgewater,  and  probably 
mostly  natives  of  the  town. 

Historical  Record. — 1774.  The  following  account 
of  the  action  taken  by  the  citizens  of  Bridgewater  is 
of  interest  in  relation  to  Col.  Josiah  Edson,  a  man- 
damus councilor  under  the  English  government.  At 
a  full  meeting  of  the  town  on  Monday,  Aug.  24, 
1774,  they  unanimously  voted  the  following  resolves  : 

*'lst.  Renolveii,  That  those  persons  who  have  taken  the 
necessary  oaths,  and  thereby  qualitied  themselves  to  act  as 
members  of  his  ilajestie's  Council,  according  to  a.  late  act  of 
Parliament  have  forfeited  the  love,  regard,  and  contjdcnce  of 
their  fellow-countrymen,  and  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to 
their  just  rc^eulnlent  and  indignation. 

"  I'd.  lleeiilved,  That  until  the  aforesaid  persons  utterly  re- 
tract from  and  renounce  their  appointment  they  shall  be  es- 
teemed iiiveierate  enemies  to  their  native  country,  lost  to  a 
sense  of  honor  or  humanity,  and  by  their  own  voluntary  exer- 
tions arc  still  pursuing  a  total  subvertion  of  our  charter  and 
CousLitutiou.  And  whereas  sundry  of  the  aforesaid  gentlemen, 
conscious  of  having  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  their  fel- 
low-townsmen, have  deserted  their  proper  place  of  abode. 

"  Sd.  yftr«o(Dc</,  That  while  any  of  them  persist  in  retaining 
their  aforesaid  |ilaces  as  Councellors  we  will  in  nowise  lend 
them  the  least  aid  or  protection,  but,  ou  the  contrary,  treat  them 
with  all  the  contempt  and  neglect  that  such  unparalleled  con- 
duct deserves. 

"  -Itli.  lieitvlfeilf  That  a  committee  be  chosen  to  confer  with 
Col.  Josiah  Edson  and  demand  bis  resignatioti,  and  in  case  of 
his  acriuiescence,  or  refusal,  to  report  to  this  body  at  their 
adjournment. 

"5th.  JtetoUeJ,  That  Messrs.  Edward  Mitchell,  Nathan 
Mitchell,  Uicbard  Perkins,  Nathaniel  Keynolds,  and  Thomas 
Hooper  be  a  committee  to  join  Congress  with  the  several  com- 
mittees in  the  other  towns  in  the  County." 


At  a  full  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
at  their  adjourned  meeting,  September  12th,  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confer  with  Col.  Edson  and  to 
demand  his  resignation  reported  that  the  continued 
absence  of  Col.  Josiah  Edson  prevented  their  laying 
the  before-mentioned  resolves  before  the  town.  Then 
that  body  voted  as  follows : 

"  Jienolved,  That  Col.  Josiah  Edson  and  others  have  long  since 
and  still  continue  in  a  perfidious,  treacherous,  and  deceitful 
manner,  and  under  pretence  of  being  friends  to  the  Government, 
to  undermine  the  very  foundations  of  our  ancient  Cunstitiitiun 
by  openly  opposing  at  all  times  men  and  measures  tli:it  are 
endeavoring  and  designing  to  frustrate  the  evil  intentions  of 
the  British  Ministry,  working  swiftly  our  ruin,  openly  and 
boldly  declaring  against  the  subject's  right  of  resistance,  using 
every  means  in  their  power  to  baffle  Town-Meetings  on  political 
atfairs,  and  many  such  enormities,  have  forfeited  the  love, 
regard,  and  confidence  of  this  town,  and  they  are  declared 
enemies,  and  until  to  be  trusted  in  any  office  again. 

'*  JUaolieU  mid  voced.  That  we  will  each  of  us  (training  soldiers 
and  otherwise)  provide  ourselves  immediately  with  every  mili- 
tary accoutrement,  and  be  ready  to  start  to  the  assistance  of  any 
of  our  countrymen  if  needed. 

"  Jieautcedf  That  a  Committee  of  Correapondeoce  be  chosen 
to  confer  with  the  other  towns  in  the  Province.  Accordingly 
they  made  choice  of  Thomas  Ames,  Edward  Mitchell,  Richard 
Perkins,  Eleazer  Cary,  Nathan  Mitchell,  Nathaniel  Reynolds, 
Simeon  Cary,  Thomas  Hooper,  and  David  Kingman,  coiumittee. 

'*  Htsolved  and  voted.  That  a  committee  be  chosen  to  consider 
of  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  speedily  providing  the  town 
with  a  large  stock  of  military  stores  for  the  defence  of  thetu- 
selves,  wives,  children,  and  estates,  and  that  they  report  at  the 
adjournment  of  this  meeting  the  ways  and  means  most  etfectual 
to  answer  so  desirable  an  intention." 

The  proceedings  of  these  meetings  indicate  the  pa- 
triotic spirit  of  the  town  one  hundred  years  and  more 
ago.  Col.  Edson,  who.se  adherence  to  the  British 
government  was  the  special  cause  of  this  action  of  the 
town,  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  and  u  man 
distinguished  in  public  affairs.  He  left  his  homo  and 
family  and  joined  the  British  about  the  time  of  the 
first-mentioned  meeting,  and  died  soon  after.  He 
owned  the  house  on  Central  Square  now  owned  by 
Mrs.  Nahum  Washburn.  His  son  owned  the  old 
Withington  house,  and  died  before  the  close  of  the 
Revolution. 

Col.  Edward  Mitchell,  one  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  lived  in  the  East  Parish,  and  was 
grandson  of  Experience  Milchell,  the  Pilgrim,  and 
grandfather  of  Judge  Nahum  Mitchell,  the  historian. 
Thomas  Ames,  who  was  one  of  the  committee,  was, 
we  think,  the  grandfather  of  the  late  Oliver  Amos, 
and  father  of  Rev.  Sylvanus  Ames.  David  Kingman 
was  grandfather  of  the  late  Ezra  Kingman,  of  East 
Bridgewater,  and  of  the  wife  of  Professor  Greenleaf, 
of  Harvard  College,  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Sanger,  of 
Dover.  Simeon  Cary,  another  of  the  committee,  was 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  John   Reed.     Eleazer  Cary  was 
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grandfather  of  Governor  Marcus  Morton,  and  ^roat- 
>:randfather  of  C.  C.  Gilbert,  of  Boston,  and  of  Judge 
Marcus  Morton.  All  of  tlie  couimittce  were  more  or 
less  distinguished  for  their  prominence  and  activity 
in  supporting  our  cause  tlirough  all  the  dark  and 
trying  years  of  the  Revolution,  and  their  descendants 
have  likewise  been  disliiiguished  in  the  various  walks 
of  life.  The  posterity  of  Col.  Edson  have  been  nu- 
merous in  this  vicinity., 

The  early  records  of  the  town  but  faintly  outline 
the  sacrifices,  sufferings,  and  privations  incident  to  tlie 
war  of  the  Revolution.  Nearly  all  the  men  of  proper 
age  were  called  into  the  service,  leaving  the  wives  and 
children  with  the  men  who  were  advanced  in  years  to 
till  the  soil  for  a  scanty  subsistence.  But  enough  is 
recorded  to  awaken  admiration,  and  to  inspire  grateful 
acknowledgment  from  their  descendants.  Among 
the  soldiers  of  Bridgewater,  probably  none  rendered 
more  efficient  service  than  Capt.  Abram  Washburn, 
who  was  early  detailed  in  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment. He  was  engaged  all  through  the  war  in  col- 
lecting and  purchasing  beef  for  the  Continental  army, 
traversing  tlie  scattered  settlements  from  Cape  Cod  to 
the  most  distant  borders  of  New  England,  with  a 
squad  of  men,  who  drove  the  cattle  to  Cambridge, 
where  they  were  slaughtered. 

There  was  a  beef  tax  levied  upon  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  town,  though  poor,  was  prompt  to  respond  to 
these  repeated  calls. 

The  beef  tax  assessed  in  Bridgewater  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

£       ».     ((. 

1776,  Feb.  12 4(J6     13     7 

1777,  March  11 307       4     4 

177S.  Jan.  2B 4,204       6     3 

177y,  J:iii.  12 7,444       9     2 

177'J,  Dec.  14 l'J,03H       :!     II 

17SU,  July  B S,71'J       0     u 

173U,  Oct.  25 3S,li42     12     II 

1730,  Not.  4 47,73S     18     U 

nsi.Jun.  11' 51,474       3     II 

1782,  Feb.  23 1,916     18     S 

1753,  Feb.  22 6U5       7     :: 

1754,  Jan.  22 7911       3     7 

1780.  The  tax  for  raising  soldiers  was  £536  Ss.  G</. 
silver. 

1781.  It  was  voted  to  complete  the  payment  of  the 
uiue  mouths'  men,  the  three  mouths'  meu ;  also  tu 
defray  the  charge  for  horses  raised  in  town  for  the 
army,  in  silver  at  six  shillings  per  dollar.  The 
balance  paid  the  soldiers,  as  above,  was  £632  2i-.  Id. 

Paid  Deacon  Josiah  Richards  I'or  four  horses  for 
army,  £43  16s.  8t/. 

Paid  Eleazer  Gary  for  seven  horses  for  army,  £78 
14s.  Hd. 

'  'rbU  W113  wbcn  the  Contincutal  tuuney  wiui  jo  clc|ircciatcU  ill 
value  ua  to  be  scarcely  worth  live  cents  on  the  doUai. 


Paid  Col.  Josiah  Hayden  for  four  horses  fur  army, 
£42  8J.  5s. 

Paid  Capt.  Thomas  Hooper  for  two  horses  fur  army, 
£21  19d. 

Paid  Simeon  Dunbar,  schoolmaster,  eight  and  a 
half  weeks. 

The  following  companies  of  militia  were  iu  the 
field,  duly  organized,  in  1781  : 

Capt.  Eliakim  Howard's  company,  forty-four  men. 

Capt.  John  Ames'  company,  forty-six  men. 

Capt.  Abram  Washburn's  beef  squad,  eight  iiiou. 

Capt.  James  Allen  and  thirty-six  men. 

Capt.  Nathan  Allen  and  thirty-four  uieu. 

Capt.  David  Kingman  and  thirty-three  men. 

Capt.  David  Packard  and  thirty-five  men. 

Capt.  Nathan  Packard  and  forty-four  men. 

Titicut  company,  thirty-three  men. 

1775,  March  20.  At  a  meeting  of  the  precinct, 
John  Willis,  Esq.,  moderator,  voted  to  recommend  to 
the  captains  of  the  several  companies  of  militia  in 
the  parish  that  they  immediately  call  forth  their  com- 
panies and  endeavor  to  enlist  a  company  of  soldiers 
who  shall  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  the 
shortest  notice,  when  certain  information  shall  be  by 
them  received  from  proper  authority  that  the  inhabit- 
ants within  the  province  shall  be  invaded,  in  their  per- 
sons or  property,  by  any  foreign  enemy  ;  and  in  case 
the  Provincial  Congress  do  not  order  them  (and  each 
of  them)  suitable  payment  for  such  service,  then  the 
parish  will  pay  and  satisfy  each  man  a  reasonable  sum 
according  to  his  service  rendered  : 

"  VotcJ,  That  this  jiarish  will  grant  to  each  man,  aa  well  ofti- 
cers  us  soldiers,  that  for  each  twenty-four  hours  tliey  or  either 
of  them  sliull  be  necessarily  detained  froiu  home  u|Min  such 
alarm  by  the  order  of  the  captain,  as  afore?aiil,  four  shillings 
of  lawful  money. 

"  VoteU,  That  the  English  school  sliall  go  on  us  usual." 

Even  amid  the  perplexities  of  war  the  school  was 
sustained,  and  this  was  largely  through  the  infiuence 
of  the  devoted  minister  of  the  parish.  Dr.  Shaw. 

1779.  The  town  chose  a  committee  to  fix  the 
prices  of  labor  and  of  the  various  articles  of  produce, 
not  excepting  that  of  New  England  rum.  The  price 
of  labor  upon  the  farm  was  three  shillings  from  April 
to  October,  and  two  shillings  sixpence  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  The  committee  were  eighteen  in  number, 
including  the  selectmen. 

Muster-roll  of  Capt.  James  Allen's  conipuuy,  in 
Col.  John  Bailey's  regiment  of  foot  in  the  Continental 
army,  encamped  at  Roxbury,  April  19,  1776: 

Capt.  Jauies  Allen.  Corp.  Cbri:3topher  Scvera. 

Lieut.  Jacob  Allen.  Corp.  b)li  Hudson. 

Ensign  Perez  AVatermun.  Corp.  Ephraiiu  Orcut. 
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Sergt.  Williaoi  Perkins. 
Stii'gt.  TboiDo:!  CusbinaD. 
Sergt.  Moses  Sneil. 
Sergt,  Caleb  Cary. 

EiiwarJ  Alien. 
Ncliemiiili  Allen. 
Anthony  Besse. 
Kbcnezer  Benson. 
Israel  Bunker. 
Kbenezer  Byram. 
Juniitban  Cury. 
Cunaiiler  Cusbmiin. 
Peter  Conant. 
Sylvanua  Ct»nant. 
Bcnjuuiiu  Conant. 
Solumon  Conant. 
SitueoQ  Dunbar. 
Tbuxter  Dunbar. 
Samuel  Dyer. 
John  Doty. 
Caleb  Fobes. 
Ezra  Fobes. 
James  Dunbur. 
Samuel  Green. 
Amos  Harden. 
Daniel  Harden. 
Calvin  Hooper. 
Jufcpb  Hamblin. 
Silas  Harris. 
Israel  Keitb. 
Samuel  Leonard. 
Daniel  Leonard. 


Corp.  Caleb  Koith. 
Fifer  Jacob  Leonard. 
Drummer  Joseph   Ej^erton. 


Privates, 


Zibc  Leonard. 
Jonathan  Leacb. 
Caleb  Leach. 
William  Latham. 
Timothy  Mitchell. 
Protheiia  Mitchell. 
Klius  Mitchell. 
BenjiLiiiiii  Mahurin. 
Natban  Orcut. 
Samuel  Harden. 
Daniel  Pratt. 
Joseph  Pratt. 
Jeremiah  Pratt. 
Levi  Pratt. 
Abraham  Perkins. 
Thomas  Pope. 
Gideon  Sole. 
Benjamin  Sampson. 
Lemuel  Sturtevant. 
Calvin  Snoir. 
Zeohariah  Shaw. 
James  Shaw. 
Eliab  Washburn. 
Daniel  Washburn. 
Salmon  Washburn. 
Joseph  Whiting. 
Robert  Keith. 
Simeon  Snow. 


Privates. 


George  Chipman. 
Abiel  llichmond. 
Jonah  BeusoQ,  Jr. 
Daniel  Dyer. 
Joseph  Hayward. 
Allen  Edson. 
Samuel  Leonard. 
Isam  Leonard. 
William  S.  Leonard. 
Charles  Leonard. 
Alpheus  Leach. 
Opher  Mitchell. 
Juhn  H.  Mitchell. 
Caleb  Mitchell. 
Robert  Orr. 
Benjamin  Pratt. 
Nathan  Pratt. 
Francis  Perkins. 
Almarine  Hayward. 
Joseph  Bassett. 
Cornelius  PraU. 
Cyrus  Benson. 
Jonathan  Bonson, 
Nahum  Benson. 
Seth  Benson. 
Martin  Copcland. 
Gl 


William  Bassett. 
James  Bouldry. 
Josiah  Bassett. 
Ebenezcr  Hull. 
Keith  Bassett. 
Jabez  Harden. 
Isaac  Hooper. 
Sylvauus  Hall. 
John  Jackson. 
OtU  Keith. 
Sion  Swift. 
Benjamin  Sprague. 
Calvin  Hayward. 
Azor  Howe. 
Caleb  Keith. 
Erostus  Hayward. 
Levi  Leach. 
Benjamin  Keith. 
Oren  Keitb. 
Sylvauus  Keith. 
Spencer  Leonard. 
Ansel  Leonard. 
Alpheus  Fobes. 
Ruil  Fobes. 
William  Fuller. 
Daniel  French. 


1814.  Cupt.  Sears  Washburn's  company  that  served 
at  Plymouth : 

Lieut.  Edward  Soutbworth.  Surgeon  Dr.  Noah  Fearing. 

2d  Lieut.  Sbepard  Fobes. 


Samuel  Short. 
Seth  Waterman. 
Abram  Thompson. 
Theuphilus  Wentwortb. 
Samuel  F.  Sanger. 
Edwin  Hayward. 
Nathaniel  Fitmer. 
Sylvauus  Conant. 
Zephauiah  Caswell. 
Thomas  Cushman. 
Joseph  Hooper. 
Jotham  Dumpho. 
Lewis  Harlow. 
Caleb  Bassett,  Jr. 
Etisha  Richards. 
Elijah  Pratt. 
Warde  Copeland. 
Munosseh  Andrews. 
Thomas  Alden. 
Oliver  Allen,  Jr. 
Jonathan  Bassett. 
Joseph  Bassett. 
Cyrus  Bassett. 


Barnum  Hill. 
Ziba  Hayward. 
Seth  Pratt. 
Seth  Hayward. 
Jeremiah  Hayward. 
Reuben  Hall. 
Charles  Holmes. 
Henry  Holmes. 
Ward  Harden. 
Jeremiah  JIayward. 
Benjamin  Pratt. 
Pardon  PacUard. 
John  Pierce. 
Zadock  Pierce. 
Jamei  RiclimonJ. 
Isaac  Swift. 
Benjaiiiiu  Snell. 
Uuel  Swift. 
Liaten  Coniint. 
James  Thouipsou. 
Nathaniel  Whitman. 
George  Williams. 
Andrew  Conant. 


Levi  Leach  served  in  the  East  Bridgewater  Com- 
pany at  Plymouth,  Andrew  Conant  also  served  in 
the  same  company.  Joseph  Hall  was  in  the  Light 
Infantry,  under  Capt.  Cyrus  Alden,  and  went  to  Bos- 
ton. Jacob  Conant,  Otis  Hayward,  Benjamin  H. 
Keith,  Eaton  Aldrich,  Henry  Monroe,  Gardner  Wil- 
bur, and  Nathan  Bassett  were  at  the  Gurnet, 

The  rifle  company  organized  in  about  1S19,  by 
Samuel  Leonard,  who  was  captain  ;  Abram  Wasliburn, 
lieutenant  and  color  bearer;  Drummer,  Martin  Ben- 
son ;  Fifer,  Enoch  Conant. 

Willard  Wood  was  the  youngest  member  of  the 
company,  which  consisted  of  forty  men,  nearly  all 
under  age.  Of  this  company  six  are  still  living,  viz., 
Thomas  Cushman,  Thomas  Hooper,  Scillmun  Tucker, 
Willard  Wood,  Benjamin  Bryant,  and  Martin  Benson. 
Abram  Washburn  succeeded  Samuel  Leonard  as 
captain. 

The  following  Bridgewater  men  held  commissions 
as  colonels  in  the  Third  Regiment  of  Plymouth 
County  Militia. 

Josiah  Edson  prior  to  1775,  Edward  Mitchell, 
1776  to  1779;  Eliphalet  Cary,  from  April  "JS,  1779, 
to  1781;  Salmon  Fobes,  1817  to  1824;  Abram 
Washburn,  from  1829  to  1832;  Franklin  Leach, 
1838  to  1840. 

Lieutenant-Colonels  were  Theodore  Mitchell,  1810 
to  1815;  Salmon  Fobes,  1815  to  1817;  Samuel 
Leonard,  1824  to  1828;  Abram  Washburn,  1828  to 
1829;  Benjamin  Keith,  1838  to  1840. 

The  following-named  men  were  of  the  Second 
Company  of  Bridgewater,  South  Precinct,  and  served 
in  the  East  Bridgewater  Company  at  Plymouth , 
1814: 
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X:itbuniel  Billington. 
Philander  Wood. 
ICphruim  KeitU. 
Exekiet  Dyer. 
Jusiiua  Fobea  (2d). 
Geoigo  Wilbar. 
Aina^a  Aldeu. 
Sulomou  Keith,  Jr. 
Zcpliuuiah  Keitb. 
Isuuc  Wilbur,  Jr. 
Baruti  Wilbar. 
I^raol  Tbrasber. 


Peleg  Leacli. 
Setb  Leacb. 
SoraDU;j  Sbaw. 
Itola  Fobe:j. 
Leyioan  Hooper. 
Burzillai  llall. 
William  Keitb. 
Abaer  Keith. 
Oliver  Keitb. 
SoIoiQon  Alden,  Jr. 
Salmon  Keith. 


Tlie  reluin  of  peace  abated  uone  of  the  interest  in 
military  affairs,  and  tlie  organizations  were  kept  up 
■with  a  rank  and  file  of  sixty-two  men  on  the  roll  of 
the  Bridgewater  company,  in  1818,  with  the  follow- 
ing officers : 

Captain,  Abram  Washburn  ;  Lieutenant,  Shepard 
Fobcs. 

lu  1819  the  same  officers  were  in  command  of  the 
company,  with  sixty-two  men. 

1820.  Ninety  men  were  enrolled,  with  same  officers. 

1821.  MarsiiuU  Bcssey  was  captain  and  Charles 
Pratt  lieutenant. 

1823.  Charles  Pratt,  lieutenant  commanding;  Jo- 
aiali  Fobes,  lieutenant;  seventy-four  men. 

1S24.  Charles  Pratt,  lieutenant  commanding;  Jo- 
siah  Fobes,  lieutenant;  eighty  men. 

1828.  Wiublow  Mitchell,  commanding ;  Jabcz  Har- 
den, lieutenant;  one  hundred  and  seventeen  men. 

1829.  Winslow  Mitchell,  commanding;  Jabez Har- 
den, lieutenant;  one  hundred  and  eight  men. 

1830.  Winslow  Mitchell, commanding;  Jabez  Har- 
den, lieutenant;  one  hundred  and  ten  men. 

1831.  Winslow  Mitchell,  commanding;  Jabez 
Harden,  lieutenant ;  ninety-five  men. 

1832.  Jabez  Harden,  couimandiug;  Kenelem  Wins- 
low, lieutenant  ;  eighty-three  men. 

1833.  Kenelem  Winslow,  commanding;  Martin 
Leonard,  lieutenant ;  one  hundred  and  forty-five  men. 

1834.  Kenelem  Winslow,  commanding;  Martin 
Leonard,  lieutenant;  one  hundred  and  ten  men. 

1S35.  Franklin  Leach,  commanding;  Philip  K. 
Hill,  lieutenant;    one  hundred  and  thirty-six  men. 

1839.  Benjamin  Bryant,  commanding  ;  Abiel  Bas- 
sett,  lieutenant ;    one  hundred  and  seventy-four  men. 

From  this  date  the  military  spirit  declined  in  the 
Old  Colony,  and  not  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebel- 
lion was  it  common  to  see  a  company  of  soldiers  on 
parade.  But  it  only  required  an  occasion  to  call  into 
the  field  a  goodly  number  of  young  men  of  the  town, 
not  a  few  of  whom  were  the  descendants  of  those 
who  had  rendered  loyal  and  patriotic  service  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution. 

The  annals  of  the  town  afford  striking  evidence  of 


the  valor  of  the  men  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  roll  of 
honor  that  grace  its  ancient  banner  contained  the 
names  of  some  of  the  best  blood  of  the  colony.  The 
record  cannot  fail  to  impress  their  posterity  with  the 
value  of  the  institutions  which  they  enjoy,  and  that 
were  secured  at  such  a  cost. 

The  "War  of  the  Rebellion.— The  outbreak  of 
the  great  Rebellion  aroused  the  patriotism  of  the 
citizens  of  Bridgewater,  and  in  answer  to  the  call  for 
troops  there  was  a  prompt  response  from  the  first  call, 
April  15,  1861.  The  first  town-meeting  touching 
the  subject  was  held  April  20,  18G1,  and  it  was 
voted  to  hold  in  reserve  the  sum  of  fourteen  hundred 
dollars,  appropriated  at  a  previous  meeting  for  the  re- 
pairs of  highways,  and  the  selectmen  were  instructed 
to  request  the  county  commissioners  not  to  lay  out 
any  new  roads  until  we  see  to  what  extent  we  shall 
be  called  upon  to  exert  ourselves  in  the  defense  of 
the  country. 

Voted,  To  authorize  the  treasurer  to  borrow  six 
thousand  dollars,  as  it  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
needed. 

Voted,  To  pay  each  volunteer  ten  dollars  per  month 
while  in  the  military  service,  also  to  provide  aid  for 
his  family;  and  if  any  volunteer  shall  be  killed  in 
battle  or  die  of  disease  his  children  shall  receive  a 
proper  education,  and  be  put  to  some  honorable  call- 
ing or  pursuit,  "  not  as  a  charity,  but  as  a  debt  due." 

Voted,  That  each  volunteer  be  furnished  with  a  re- 
volver and  a  bowie-knife.  Artemas  Hale,  Joseph  A. 
Hyde,  Mitchell  Hooper,  Lafayette  Keith,  and  Joshua 

E.  Crane  were  appointed  to  carry  the  foregoing  votes 
into  effect.  Rev.  E.  Doughiss  was  invited  to  close 
the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  call  by  the  President,  May  3,  ISOI,  lor  vol- 
unteers for  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  was 
largely  responded  to,  and  the  committee,  E.  II.  Keith, 

F.  D.  King,  Arthur  Byrnes,  and  B.  F.  Winslow,  re- 
ported that  eighty-five  citizens  had  .signed  a  roll. 
There  was  an  attempt  to  organize  a  company  of  three 
months'  men,  but  as  the  government  would  not  ac- 
cept them  many  enlisted  for  three  years.  The  town 
had  freifuent  meetings  to  encourage  enlistments,  and 
in  the  succeeding  calls  for  men  show  no  abatement 
of  the  patriotic  spirit.  July  17,  18G2,  the  town 
voted  that  it  would  raise  thirty-six  volunteers  as  their 
share  of  the  number  called  for  by  the  government, 
and  also  voted  to  pay  each  volunteer  one  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars,  provided  that  he  enlist  within  sixty 
days.  In  addition  to  the  bounty  olfered  by  the  town, 
there  were  liberal  subscriptions  by  the  citizens,  and 
many  that  were  drafted,  or  liable  to  draft,  but  whose 
circumstances  rendered  it  difficult  for  them  to  serve 
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their  country,  furnished  substitutes.  The  town  hall  ! 
Was  for  a  time  a  recruiting  office,  and  the  departure  1 
of  troops  with  martial  music  was  of  frequent  occur-  ; 
rence. 

July  18,  1864.  The  call  for  fifty-seven  men  came, 
and  the  citizens  promptly  raised  thirteen  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  by  subscrip- 
tion, the  Bridgewater  Iron  Company  subscribed  of 
this  sum  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars,  and  one  hundred  persons  subscribed 
fifty  dollars,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons  sub- 
scribed sums  less  than  fifty  dollars  to  make  up  the 
balance. 

There  was  a  committee,  of  which  Eli  Washburn 
was  chairman,  that  kept  the  quota  full,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  the  town  had  a  surplus  of  forty  men 
in  the  service  over  and  above  all  demands.  The  total 
number  of  men  furnished  by  the  town  was  about  four 
hundred  and  eleven.  The  total  amount  appropriated 
and  expended  for  war  purposes,  exclusive  of  State 
aid,  was  twenty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 
The  total  amount  of  money  raised  and  expended  for 
State  aid  during  the  war  was  $15,083.07.  The  latest 
action  of  the  town  relative  to  tlie  war  was  April  2G, 
18G6,  when  the  following  resolutions  were  offered  by 
Samuel  Breck,  Esq.,  and  it  was  voted  that  they  be 
accepted : 

"  1st.  That  the  people  of  Bridgewater  jield  to  no  body  of  mea 
on  eai-tli  ia  deep  devotion  to  the  interest  and  -honor  of  tlie 
country,  will  not  raise  by  taxation  or  otherwise  any  sum  of 
money  whatever  to  refund  uiooeys  contributed  by  individuals 
to  rele:i^e  theinsolvea  or  others  from  the  military  service  of  the 
country  in  the  time  of  great  public  danger. 

"  «d.  That  to  the  gallant  men  of  Bridgewater,  who,  during 
the  lale  Itebellion,  in  scorching  sunshine  and  drenching  storm,  j 
in  the  muddy  camp  by  night,  and  in  the  toilsoute  march  by 
day,  in  the  tierce  assault  and  furious  battle  with  constancy  and 
courage  faced  the  enemies  of  their  country,  we  tender  our 
hi'artic:)t  thanks,  our  warmest  aduiirution." 

I 

George  L.  Andrews,  eldest  son  of  Manasseh  An-  I 
drews,  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Aug.  31,  1828,  and 
was  educated  at  the  academy  and  the  State  Normal 

School,  under  Nicholas  Tillinghast ;   was  appointed  a  i 

cadet  at  West  Point  United  States  Military  Academy,  , 
from  which  he  graduated  with  the  first  honors.     He 
was  appointed  brevet  second  lieutenant  United  States 

Corps  of  Engineers  in  1851,  and  second  lieutenant  i 

in  1854;  resigned  Sept.  1,  1855.     He  wtis  appointed  | 

lieutenant-colonel    Second    Regiment    Massachusetts  ; 

Volunteers  May  25,  1861 ;  colonel,  June  13,  1863;  j 

brigadier-general  "  for  gallant  and  highly  meritorious  I 

service  in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Cedar  Mountain,  ; 

and  Antietam;"  brevet  major-general,  March  26, 1865,  j 

'•  for  faithful  and  meritorious  service  during  the  cam-  ' 


paign  against  the  city  of  Mobile  and  its  defenses." 
He  served  with  Gen.  Patterson  on  the  Upper  Potomac; 
with  Gen.  Banks  in  Shenandoah  Valley,  being  engaged 
in  several  skirmishes  and  in  the  battle  of  Winchester, 
May  25, 1862;  with  Gen.  Pope,  being  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Aug.  9,  1862;  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  McClellan,  in  the 
Maryland  campaign  of  1862,  being  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Antietam,  Sept.  17,  1862;  (brwarding  troops, 
etc.,  to  Gen.  Banks,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1863;  chief 
of  staff  to  Gen.  Banks,  March  6  to  July  9,  1863  ;  in 
command  of  United  States  colored  troops.  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  July  10,  1863,  to  Fob.  13,  1865;  and  of 
District  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Fort  Hudson,  Dec.  28, 
1864,  to  February,  1865  ;  provost-marshal-general  of 
the  Army  of  the  Gulf,  June  6,  1865  ;  appointed  pro- 
fessor of  French  at  the  United  States  Military  Acad- 
emy, Feb.  28,  1871.  The  professorship  he  still 
holds. 

Gen.  Samuel  Breck,  son  of  Samuel  Breck,  Esq., 
born  Feb.  25,  1834,  entered  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point  July  1,  1851  ;  graduated  and  appointed 
second  lieutenant  First  Artillery  July  1,  1855  ;  first 
lieutenant,  1861 ;  captain,  staff  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, Nov.  29,  1861  ;  major,  staff  additional  aide-de- 
camp. May  23,  1862;  brevet  lieutenant-colonel,  Sept. 
24,  1864,  for  meritorious  and  faithful  .service  during 
the  Rebellion ;  colonel,  March  13,  1865,  "  for  diligent, 
faithful,  and  meritorious  services  in  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral's department  during  the  Rebellion ;"  brevet  briga- 
dier-general United  States  army,  March  13,  1865. 
Breck  served  in  Florida  against  the  Indians,  1855-56 ; 
in  garrison  at  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  1856-57;  at  Fort 
Henry,  Ark.,  to  Fort  Clark,  Texas,  1859;  at  Fort 
Moultrie,  S.  C,  1859-60 ;  and  at  Military  Academy, 
1860-61  ;  as  assistant  professor  of  geography,  history, 
ethics,  Sept.  14,  1860  ;  principal  assistant  till  Dec.  o, 
1861 ;  served  against  the  Rebellion  in  the  seceding 
States,  1861-66;  assistant  adjutant-general  in  Gen. 
McDowell's  division  (Army  of  Potomac)  in  defenses 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  9,  1861,  to  March  24, 
1862 ;  as  assistant  adjutant-general  First  Army  Corps, 
March  24, 1862 ;  Department  of  Rappahannock,  April 
to  June  20,  1862  ;  engaged  in  the  oecupation  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.,  and  expedition  to  intercept  retreat  of 
Gen.  Jackson,  Rlay  and  June,  1862;  subsequently  in 
charge  of  rolls  and  business  pertaining  to  enlisted  men 
of  the  regular  and  volunteer  forces;  has  been  also  sta- 
tioned in  charge  of  the  Department  of  California,  and 
now  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minn. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  soldiers  who  died 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  whose  names  are 
inscribed  on  the  tablets  in  the  memorial  hall : 
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Junah  Benson. 

Ilomer  S.  LeacU, 

Adna  P.  Keith. 

Woodbridge  Bryant. 

Woodbrige  Bryant, 

Frank  E.  Lee. 

Nathan  Dunbar. 

Edwin  A.  Hayward. 

Philo  Carver. 

Edgar  H.  Leonard. 

Zephaniah  Dunbar. 

Benjamin  W.  Price. 

J.  K.  1*.  Cliuuiberlain. 

Lysander  W.  Mitchell. 

Daniel  W.  Leavitt. 

Philo  Carver. 

Cl.arlea  \V.  Clifford. 

Nathan  Mitohell. 

William  S.  Harlow. 

Granville  Ilartwell. 

Setli  W.  Cuniint. 

Williuui  Mitchell. 

Elias  Frawley. 

Maurice  M.  Keith. 

Lucius  Conant. 

William  D.  Mitchell. 

John  Frawley. 

Frank  E.  Lee. 

Eli;is  Fruwlcy. 

William  T.  Murphy. 

Albert  Frozier. 

Charle=  H.  Nesmitli. 

Frederick  U.  Fuller. 

Calvin  M.  Perkins. 

Eliab  F.  Dunbar. 

Uriah  Phelps. 

(ie.iigc  F.  Graves. 

Lucius  Pierce. 

Nathan  Washburn. 

Henry  W.  Price. 

Silas  N.  Grosvenor. 

Joshua  .S.  Kamsdell. 

Beriah  T.  Hillman. 

Israel  Piichnioiid. 

U'illiaiu  S.  Harlow. 

James  H.  Schneider. 

George  B.  Smith. 

James  Brcnnon, 

Edwin  A.  Hayward. 

Roicoe  Tucker. 

Charles  H.  Thompson, 

V.  Justin  Keith. 

Siituucl  Jones. 

William  B.  Wrightington. 

Frank  D.  Millet. 

James  L.  Keith. 

A.  Bartlett  Keith. 

Harry  K.  Washburn. 

Henry  V.  Howes. 

Richard  Welch. 

Maurice  JI.  Keitb. 

Nathan  Washburn. 

Albert  E.  AVinship. 

N.lthan  .Mitchell. 

John  C.  Lambert. 

Benjamin  F.  Wiusluw. 

George  L.  Andrews. 

Edwaril  .Mitcliell. 

Alvin   Conant. 

Uufus  W.  Wood. 

Samuel    Breck. 

Jesse  H.  Jenett. 

Samuel  P.  Gates. 

Lucius  Crocker. 
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Wah  of  the  Rebellio.n. 

Joseph  H.  Keith. 

Freeman  Jones. 

Oreb  F.Mitchell. 

Granville  Gould. 

James  H.  Schneider. 

Nahum  Leonard,  Jr. 

Charles  L.  Bryant. 

Theodore  Rodman. 

Edgar  H.  Leonard. 

Nathan  Fobes. 

Lewis  James  Holmes. 

John  C.  Lambert. 

Benjamin  F.  AVinslow. 

Samuel  E.  Hawes. 

Freeuian  Holmes. 

Francis  A.  Tuttle. 

Enoch  Pratt. 

Nahuin  Washburn,  Jr. 

Benjamin  Harden. 

James  Ellis. 

William  D.  Burtch. 

Marcellus  G.  Howard. 

George  Harrison  Lee. 

Horace  Wilbar. 

John  H.  Leonard. 

Joseph  C.  Noiton. 

Avery  F.  Keith. 

Franklin  W.  Ripley. 

Giles  R.  Alexander. 

Isaac  R.  .-Vldeti. 

A.  Bartlett  Keith. 

William  D.  Mitchell. 

Martin  Eagan. 

William  S.  Aldeu. 

lieorge  C.  Aldeu. 

Benjamin  T.  Crocker. 

Ambrose  Copeland. 

Horace  Wentworth. 

Eleaier  C.  AlJen. 

Lewis  G.  Lowe, 

Hiram  M.  Wheeler, 

Horace  E.  Wentworth. 

Juhn  B.  Cobb. 

Seth  W.  Conant. 

Roscoe  Tucker. 

Lucian  F.  Wentworth. 

George  F.  Graves, 

John  Holmes, 

Rufus  H.  Willis, 

M.  Lloyd  Andrews, 

David  Richmond. 

Edwin  Hayward. 

Joseph  L.  Locke, 

Caleb  Alden. 

Joseph  A.  White. 

Beza  Hayward. 

Sumner  Keith. 

George  D.  Briggs, 

Alexander  Dove,  Jr. 

William  V.  Hinsman. 

Sidney  Keith, 

Hial  Barney. 

Martin  M.  Keith, 

Arthur  Hooper. 

Calvin  JL  Perkins. 

Fiancis  T.  Crafts. 

William  W.  llayden. 

Goorgo  T.  Keith. 

Albert  Harden, 

Newell  F.  Cushnian. 

Benjamin  J.  Keith. 

Francis  D.  King. 

Arthur  Byrnes, 

Patrick  Frawley  (L'd). 

Henry  B.  Rogers. 

Hosea  Kingman. 

Alvin  Conant, 

Edgar  Parker,  M.D, 

Edgar  D.  Keith. 

Horner  S.  Leach. 

William  T.  Murphy. 

Capt,  Oreb  F.  Mitchell,  son  of  Leonard  JMitchell, 

\Villiam  Holmes. 

E.  Herbert  Hipley. 

born   Sept.  22,  1838,  en 

isted  in    the   service  of  the 

jMarcus  M.  Alden. 

Samuel  Jones. 

United  States  as  a   priv 

ite,  but  was    mustered  as  a 

Jesse  U.  Briggs. 

Dexter  M.  Sturtevaot. 

John  Elliot, 

John  P.  Townsend. 

first  lieutenant  Aug.  20, 

1862.      His   character  aa  a 

George  F.  Dunbar. 

John  A.  Winslow, 

soldier  won  promotion,  au 

d  he  was  cuuiinissioned  cap- 

Charles  W.  Wilbar, 

Nathan  U.  Washburn. 

tain  Nov.  7,  1863,     He 

was  engaged  in  tlie  buttle  of 

Jarius  OammoDS. 

John  M.  Washburn. 

Drury's  Bluff,  Va.,  where 

he  lost  his  left  arm  May  16, 

C.  Bradford  Holmes. 

Alfred  H.  Perkins. 

.Marcus  Holmes. 

Frederick  A.  Fuller. 

1864.     He  has  held  State  offices  at  the  State-House, 

Jared  Robinson. 

Francis  M.  Lambert. 

and  was  elected  sergeant-at-arois  of  the  State  Legis- 

Henry H.  Luwton. 

Zaccheus  Lambert. 

lature  in  1875,  which  office  he  now  holds. 

Itufus  W.  Wood. 

Almanzor  Osborne. 

Cupt,  John  P,  Townseud,  of  the  Fiftv-eitihth  lleL'i- 

Bobert  K.  Smith. 

Lysander  W.  Mitchell. 

r 

•'      ^-^             ' 

Charles  S.  Wentworth. 

William  Mitchell. 

ment,  enlisted  in  tiie  service  for  three  years,  i^larcli  2, 

William  B.  Wrightington. 

Jauies  W,  Lee. 

1864,  aa  lieutenant ;  waa 

promoted  to  captain  .May  3, 

William  Y.  Tuttle. 

Joseph  C.  Norton,  Jr. 

1865  ;    was  taken   prisoner  with   seven    officers  and 

Edward  S.  Jacobs. 

Calvin  Pratt. 

ninety-one  men  Sept.  3(1 

,   1864,  and   sent  to   Libby 

Jeremiah  Sullivan. 

E.  Harrison  Keith. 

I'Mward  Graves. 

Lucius  Pierce. 

Prison,  from  thence  to  Sal 

isbury,  S.  C,  and  from  there 

Charles  Porcherou. 

Timothy  Driseoll. 

to   Danville,  Va.,  until   exchanged,  February,   1865. 

Silas  N.  Grosvenor. 

Lucius  Conant. 

Capt.  Townsend  is  the  son  of  Jeremiah   Townsend, 

Preston  Hoo|ier. 

Henry  A.  Washburn. 

a  native  of  Taunton,  anc 

who  was  a  briuk-manufac- 

Joshua  Rariisdell. 

Jas.  K.  P.  Chamberlain. 

Charles  W.  Clifford. 

Jonah  Bcnst>n,  Jr. 

turer  in  Bridgewater,  in 

Mnnection  with  M.  Hooper, 

.\mos  L.  Dorr. 

Andrew  H.  Hayward. 

as  early  as  1840, 
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There  are  many  other  soldiers,  who  enlisted  from 
Bridgewater,  of  whom  much  could  be  said  creditable 
to  their  valor  in  the  service  of  their  country,  did 
space  permit. 

Capt.  Nahum  Leonard,  Jr.,  son  of  Cupt.  Nahum 
Leonard,  was  born  in  West  Bridgewater,  Sept.  24, 
1825.  He  was  educated  at  the  Bridgewater  Normal 
School,  and  was  for  a  few  years  engaged  in  teaching 
school ;  studied  law  with  Judge  Richardson,  of  Lowell, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852.  He  was  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  West  for  a  few  years, 
and  then  returned  to  Massachusetts.  Upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  volunteered  as  a 
private,  Aug.  31,  1862  ;  was  commissioned  and  mus- 
tered second  lieutenant  March  23,  1864  ;  transferred 
from  Fortieth  Regiment  to  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment 
April,  1864  ;  mustered  in  Company  C,  18G4,  and 
mustered  first  lieutenant  Aug.  8,  1864  ;  captain  in 
Company  I,  Nov.  1,  1864  ;  appointed  judge  advocate, 
Second  Division  of  Ninth  Army  Corps,  May,  1865, 
holding  the  appointment  until  mustered  out,  July  14, 
1865.  Capt.  Leonard  did  valiant  and  patriotic  service 
as  a  soldier,  and  won  the  respect  and  enduring  friend- 
ship of  his  associates  and  companions  in  arms.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  superintendence  of  the  State 
Work-House  in  1872  ;  retaining  the  place  with  credit 
to  himself  and  the  commonwealth  for  twelve  years, 
when  he  tendered  his  resignation.  He  has  repre- 
sented his  native  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  are  favored  with  his 
acquaintance. 

L.  Dow  Monroe  enlisted  from  Plympton,  March, 
1862,  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  Heavy  Artillery, 
stationed  at  Fort  Warren ;  served  two  years,  and  was 
promoted  to  second  lieutenant  in  the  Fifty-eighth 
Massachusetts  Regiment  Infantry  in  1864,  serving 
through  the  campaign  ;  was  promoted  to  first  lieu- 
tenant; was  taken  prisoner  with  seven  officers  and 
ninety-one  men,  Sept.  30,  1864  ;  taken  to  Petersburg, 
Va.,  and  sub.sequently,  in  October,  sent  to  Libby 
Prison,  Richmond,  and  thence  to  Salisbury,  N.  C. ; 
thence  to  Danville,  Va.,  where  he  was  confined  till 
abdut  a  week  before  his  exchange,  when  he  was  sent 
back  to  Richmond;  released  Feb.  22,  1865  ;  received 
a  furlough  and  came  home ;  returned  to  Farmville, 
Va.,  April  9,  1865  ;  was  mustered  out  with  the  regi- 
ment July  14,  1865. 

For  the  past  ten  years  Mr.  Monroe  has  kept  the 
Hyland  House,  Bridgewater,  and  has  a  family  of  four 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Monroe  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Thomas  E.  Loring,  a  native  of  Plympton. 

Edwin  H.  Keith,  son  of  Edwin  Keith,  enlisted  in 
the    United  States  navy  July   19,   1862,  as  acting 


third  assistant  engineer ;  served  on  board  United 
States  steamer  "Augusta"  till  September,  1863;  then 
as  fleet  engineer's  assistant;  was  promoted  June  6, 
1864,  to  acting  second  assistant,  and  had  command, 
for  about  three  months,  of  ships  "  Edward"  and 
"  India,"  which  were  the  repair-shops  of  the  squad- 
ron ;  subsequently  was  in  charge  of  stores  for  South 
Atlantic  Squadron,  which  position  he  held  till  date  of 
his  resignation,  June  23,  1866. 

Granville  Gould  enlisted  June,  1864,  and  served 
on  board  United  States  steamer  "  Fort  Donelsou"  as 
yeoman,  paymaster's  steward,  and  afterwards  as  pay- 
master's clerk  ;  wa.'»  engaged  in  both  battles  of  Fort 
Fisher.     Discharged  July  20,  1865. 

Lucius  Pierce,  son  of  Albert  Pierce,  enlisted  in  the 
navy  at  New  Orleans,  and  served  on  a  gunboat,  and 
was  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  boiler,  June  16, 
1866. 

Richard  A.  Breck,  a  graduate  of  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy of  the  class  of  1869,  son  of  Samuel  Breck,  was 
master  on  the  United  States  steamer  "  Yantic ;"  was 
accidentally  drowned  at  Amoy,  China,  Sept.  22,  1874. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  high  character  and  most 
amiable  and  manly  qualities.  His  steady  advance- 
ment in  the  service  gave  promise  of  a  life  of  great 
usefulness,  and  his  untimely  death  was  deeply  de- 
plored by  the  officers  of  the  department  and  his  asso- 
ciates. A  massive  granite  monument  was  erected  to 
his  memory  by  the  officers  of  the  "  Yantic." 

Plymouth  County  Agricultural  Society. — The 
Plymouth  County  Agricultural  Society,  whose  grounds 
and  hall  are  located  in  Bridgewater,  was  organized  in 
1819,  with  the  following  officers:  President,  Hon. 
Daniel  Howard,  of  West  Bridgewater ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Hon.  Wilks  Wood,  of  Middleboro',  Rev.  Mor- 
rill Allen,  of  Pembroke  ;  Trustees,  Abiel  Washburn, 
Nahum  Mitchell,  Charles  Turner,  Benjamin  Barker, 
Obediah  Lyon,  James  Thatcher,  Elisha  Ruggles,  Sam- 
uel Frazier,  John  Thomas,  Benjamin  Fearing,  Wil- 
liam Bourne,  Phineas  Hammond  ;  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Bartholomew  Brown ;  Treasurer,  William  Davis  ; 
Sub-Treasurers,  Zachariah  Eddy  and  Nathaniel  Gur- 
ney.  The  society  was  duly  incorporated  June  11, 
1819. 

This  society  has  liad  a  prosperous  history  as  one 
of  the  acknowledged  and  valued  agencies  in  the  pro- 
motion of  the  cause  of  agriculture  in  the  Old  Col- 
ony. It  located  its  permanent  exhibitions  in  Bridge- 
water  in  1824,  where  they  have  been  held  until  the 
present  time.  The  present  beautiful  site  for  the  ex- 
hibition was  purchased  in  1855,  and  the  hall  was 
erected  in  1856.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  Amasa  How- 
ard, George   W.  Wood,  and  Spencer  Leonard,  Jr., 
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were  the  building  committee.  Beojamin  Hobart  hav- 
ing served  for  two  years  as  president  with  zeal  in  the 
promotion  of  the  enterprise,  was  succeeded  by  Charles 
G.  Davis,  who  continued  his  service  in  that  capacity 
for  fifteen  years  or  more  with  great  acceptance. 

The  park  and  cxhibitiou  hall,  with  other  buildings 
and  appurtenances,  extended  and  enlarged  from  time 
to  time  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  the  society,  have 
involved  the  expenditure  of  fully  sisty-five  thousand 
dollars.  Hon.  B.  W.  Harris  succeeded  Mr.  Davis  as 
president,  and  gave  to  the  society  his  earnest  support 
and  encouragement.  John  Lane,  Es([.,  of  East  Bridge- 
water,  succeeded  Mr.  Harris  as  president  of  the  society, 
entering  upon  his  duties  with  enthusiasm  that  has 
greatly  aided  in  the  improvements  that  have  been  made 
for  the  past  three  years.  The  citizens  of  Bridgewater 
have  always  taken  an  honest  pride  in  the  society,  which 
has  had  their  generous  patronage  during  its  entire  ex- 
istence. The  society  has  had  the  support  of  the  best 
men  in  the  Old  Colony  for  two  generations,  and  has  a 
history  that  is  pleasant  to  review  as  we  trace  the  sub- 
stantial progress  of  our  varied  interests  during  the  past 
halfcentury.  Lafayette  Keith,  Esq.,  lias  held  the 
office  of  secretary  of  the  society  since  1863,  conduct- 
ing the  duties  with  rare  fidelity  and  discretion.  The 
grounds  of  the  society  arc  delightfully  located  on  the 
margin  of  Town  River,  and  embrace  an  area  of  about 
sixty  acres,  pleasantly  studded  with  shade-trees.  The 
hall  is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  class  in  New  England. 

State  Work-House.  —  The  Bridgewater  State 
Work- House,  which  was  established  in  1853,  has  been 
one  of  the  prominent  institutions  in  connection  with 
our  system  of  charities  for  thirty  years.  Capt.  Levi 
L.  Goodspeed  was  the  first  superintendent,  and  Dr. 
Abram  T.  Lowe,  Nahum  Stetson,  and  Dr.  Bradford 
L.  Wales,  were  the  inspectors.  It  has  been  an  asylum 
for  the  poor  who  were  without  a  settlement,  and  for 
the  past  seventeen  years  has  also  been  a  penal  institu- 
tion. In  the  early  years  of  its  existence  the  inmates 
numbered  from  six  hundred  to  a  thousand.  Its  his- 
tory lias  been  highly  creditable  to  the  management, 
and  it  has  received  frequent  commendation  from  the 
boards  of  State  charities.  Capt.  Goodspeed  gave  the 
best  years  of  his  life  to  the  charge  of  the  institution, 
during  which  time  the  production  of  the  farm  was  in- 
creased from  ten  tons  of  hay  to  one  hundred  tons 
annually. 


Upon  the  resignation  of  Capt.  Goodspeed,  in  1870, 
Capt.  Nahum  Leonard  was  appointed  to  the  office  of 
superintendent,  continuing  in  that  position  until  July 
1,  1883,  when  he  resigned.  Capt.  Leonard's  admin- 
istration was  marked  with  rare  discretion,  and  a  most 
kind,  humane  consideration  of  the  needs  of  the  un- 
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fortunate  class  committed  to  his  charge.  Under  his 
government  the  farm  was  greatly  improved,  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  waa  reclaimed,  and  the  hay  crop  in- 
creased to  nearly  two  hundred  tons.  The  entire  farm 
embraces  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  His  resig- 
nation was  received,  and  accepted  with  much  reluc- 
tance on  the  part  of  the  trustees.  Capt.  LcouaiJ  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  HoUis  M.  Blackstone,  July  5,  1SS3. 

The  destruction  of  the  work-house  by  fire  on  Satur- 
day, July  7,  1883,  was  a  surprise  to  the  new  supuiin- 
teudent,  who  was  justenteringupon  hisduties.  The  fire 
was  of  incendiary  origin,  and  the  inmate  who  confessed 
as  its  author  was  sentenced  to  twenty  years  in  the  State 
prison.  The  building  consumed  was  a  massive  wooden 
structure,  three  stories  in  height,  with  a  fourth  story 
in  the  centre  section,  which  was  the  chapel.  The  de- 
struction of  the  building  was  ui  the  forenoon,  when 
the  inmates  were  generally  out  at  work,  and  at  a  sea- 
son of  the  year  when  the  numbers  were  at  the  lowest 
point.  Fortunately  no  loss  of  life  ensued,  and  some 
valuable  property  was  saved,  including  the  books  and 
records  of  the  institution.  Steam  fire-engines  from 
Taunton  and  Brockton  were  called,  and  promptly  re- 
sponded in  season  to  save  the  large  barns  and  other 
out-buildings.  The  building  destroyed  was  built  by 
Ford  &  Miller,  of  Fall  River,  at  a  cost  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  total  loss,  includiiig  furni- 
ture, steam-heating  apparatus,  clothing,  etc.,  was  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  property  returned  after  the  fire  as  an  appraisal, 
including  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  two 
barns,  sheds,  pump-housea,  stock,  tools,  carriages,  etc.i 
was  $G1,-105.90.  The  board  of  trustees  promptly 
proceeded  to  secure  an  appropriation  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  sixty  thousand  dollars  to  rebuild  in  part  the 
institution,  the  inmates  in  the  mean  time  having  been 
transferred  to  Westboro'  Reform  School. 

This  appropriation  was  not  deemed  sufficient  to 
more  than  furnish  shelter  for  those  who  were  in  the 
institution  at  the  time  of  the  fire  and  for  furnish- 
ings for  the  same,  but  was  accepted  as  sufficient  to 
begin  the  work.  Five  brick  buildings  of  plain,  sub- 
stantial style  were  erected,  and  before  the  end  of  the 
year  one  building  was  ready  for  occupancy.  Subse- 
quently thirty-five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated 
for  finishing  the  buildings,  and  in  May,  1881,  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  was 
made  to  erect  a  prison  and  dormitory,  making  the 
entire  appropriation  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  buildings  which  have  been  com- 
menced, and  are  now  well  advanced,  consist  of  super- 
intendent's house,  hospital  building,  three  dormitory 
buildings,  kitchen,  and  a  story  added  to  a  building 
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partially  destroyed.  The  prison  and  dormitory  to  be 
erected  are  cue  hundred  and  eighty  feet  by  forty 
feet ;  ii  water  tower  and  office  are  also  to  bo  built. 
These  buildings  are  two  stories,  with  basement, 
irraiiite  underpinnin;^,  and  freestone  trimmings.  The 
buildings  will  accommodate  four  or  five  hundred. 
This  institution  has  held  an  important  place  in  the 
system  of  charitie.s  of  the  commonwealth,  and  now 
enters  upon  a  new  era  in  its  history. 

June,  1884,  the  trustees  were  Joshua  E.  Crane,  J. 
White  Belcher,  Weaver  Osborn,  Catharine  P.  Loth- 
rop,  Mary  E.  Crafts. 

Bridgewater  Savings-Bank. — The  Bridgewater 
Savings-Bauk  was  incorporated  Marcii  19,  1872; 
Was  organized  with  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Hyde  as  presi- 
dent, Lafayette  Keith  clerk,  and  Samuel  P.  Gates 
treasurer. 

Mr.  Hyde  retained  the  office  of  president  until  his 
death,  when  Hon.  Lloyd  Parsons  was  his  successor, 
serving  with  acceptance  and  fidelity  until  his  decease, 
in  1882. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President, 
Spencer  Leonard  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Nahum  Leonard, 
Lewis  G.Lowe;  Treasurer,  Samuel  P.Gates;  Clerk, 
Lafayette  Keith  ;  Trustees,  Joshua  E.  Crane,  Lafay- 
ette Keith,  J.  H.  Fairbanks,  James  C.  Leach,  Hosea 
Kingman,  S.  P.  Gates,  Isaac  Damon,  L.  G.  Lowe, 
Charles  K.  Pratt,  Nahum  Leonard,  Spencer  Leonard, 
Edward  A.  Hewett,  George  M.  Hooper. 

The  institution  has  had  a  good  standing  as  a.  safe 
repository  of  money  and  has  won  the  confidence  of 
depositors,  who  are  largely  the  people  of  the  town. 

Census  of  the  old  town  of  Bridgewater,  1746  : 

No.  of  Dwelling-  Pupula* 

lloutitia.  Fuiuilied.  tiou. 

West  Precinct lOfi  121            S80 

South        "       162  17;i  1U56 

Kast           "        142  157             USD 

North       "        120  131             S:i:i 

Tilicul      "       , 41  48            2B2 

3'J90 

Appropriations  for  schools  for  the  old  town,  1763 : 

£  J.         d. 

WcBlPreoinct 16  12       G 

South      "       17  0       1 

Kiist         "       15  17  11 

North      "        12  17       1 

Titiuut     "       4  5       7 

Population  in  1837,  2092  ;  in  1880,  3620  ;  valua- 
tion, 82,620,298. 

A  large  number  of  families  emigrated  from  Bridge- 
water  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  and  early 
in  the  present  century,  settling  in  Maine,  Vermont, 
and  Western  Massachusetts,  and  quite  a  number  of 
families  moved  to  New  York  State  and  to  Ohio  when 


it  was  a  frontier  State.     Several  Bridgewater  families 
were  pioneer  settlers  at  Marietta,  Ohio. 

The  following  is  an  enumeration  of  the  polls  and 
estate  of  the  old  town  of  Bridgewater  for  the  year 
1773  by  precincts,  which  embraced  the  three  towns 
and  Brockton  : 

£.  a.     d. 

la  tbo  West  Precibct,  number  of  pulU I'Jl 

"  "  viiluution  of  u,-tatoa..' 12,114       7     0 

*'  South  Precinct,  number  of  pulLs 24? 

**  *•  vuluution  of  L'btates 10,375     15     0 

"  E.ist  Precinct,  number  of  pulld 2U3 

**  **  valuation  of  estates 10,221        2      0 

"  Nortli  Precinct,  nuuibcr  of  polls 2UI 

**  '*  valuation  of  estates 'J.'JOli       2     0 

"  "  TIttaquot,'*  number  of  polls 07 

"  "  valuation  2,S'J7       S     0 

Total  number  of  polls 'J  10 

Total  valuation £45,514     IS     0 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  a.ssessor's  valuation  of 
Bridgewater,  with  Titicut,  was  but  S66,3C5.  It  was 
in  poverty  that  the  fathers  engaged  in  the  struggle  of 
the  Revolution.  It  is  possible  that  the  above  figures 
were  based  upon  a  slightly  reduced  valuation,  but 
they  are  from  the  original  sheet  where  the  tax  was 
computed. 

Sprague's  Hill. — Sprague's  Hill  is  well  known  as 
the  most  commanding  eminence  in  this  quarter  of  the 
county,  and  upon  its  southern  slope  some  of  the  early 
settlers  made  for  themselves  happy  homes.  Among 
these  were  the  Aldens,  the  descendants  of  John,  of 
the  "  Mayflower."  From  this  picturesque  elevation 
there  is  a  commanding  view  of  the  river  that  creeps 
through  the  valley  and  the  village  with  its  half-dozen 
churches,  a  short  mile  distant;  also  the  handsome 
grounds  of  the  Plymouth  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. There  have  been  many  changes  since  these 
early  settlements  were  made,  and  time,  and  the  in- 
evitable spirit  of  colonization,  have  scattered  these  of 
Pilgrim  name  and  many  of  the  old  landmarks.  There 
are  two  of  the  ancient  Alden  houses  still  remaining, 
though  none  of  that  name  now  inhabit  them.  The 
last  of  the  Alden  houses  that  was  demolished  was 
that  of  Capt.  Joseph  Alden,  son  of  Seth,  who  was  of 
a  family  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  two  of  the 
sons  being  graduates  of  Brown  University,  viz.,  Cy- 
rus, who  was  a  lawyer  at  Fall  River,  and  Seth,  a  min- 
ister in  Marlboro',  both  long  since  deceased.  This 
hill  is  supposed  to  have  taken  its  name  from  Capt. 
Benjamin  Sprague,  who  lived  in  this  locality,  and 
died  of  smallpox  in  1778,  aged  forty-two  years. 

The  pine  grove  east  of  the  brick-yard,  on  an  at- 
tractive eminence  upon  the  farm  of  Mitchell  Hooper, 
Esq.,  was  set  out  by  Mr.  Hooper  in  1839  and  1842, 
and  covers  what  was  then  a  barren  sand  hill. 

Nippenicket  Fond. — The  beautiful  sheet  of  water 
lying    in   the   southwesterly  portion  of   the  town  is 
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called  Nippeiiicket  Pond.  There  are  few  more  de- 
liglitful  and  romantic  little  lakes  in  this  quarter  of 
the  State.  Around  its  borders  was  a  favorite  resort 
for  the  dusky  Indian  hunter,  and  its  waters  were  in 
early  times  well  stocked  with  fish.  The  sportsmen 
still  find  it  good  shooting  (with  decoys)  around  its 
woody  slopes,  and  boating  upon  its  quiet  waters  has 
for  years  beguiled  many  an  idle  hour.  This  pond  is 
about  u  mile  and  u  half  in  length  and  of  irregular 
shape,  averaging  half  that  distance  in  width.  Caleb 
F.  Leonard,  a  prominent  citizen  fifty  years  ago,  lived 
in  this  neighborhood,  and  the  late  George  Bassett  had 
a  pleasant  mansion  near  by.  Mr.  A.  W.  Bassett  is 
the  only  representative  of  a  prominent  and  numerous 
family  that  once  resided  in  this  part  of  the  town, 
that  remains  in  contentment  and  independence  upon 
his  native  manor. 

"  Carver's  Pond,"  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  is  a 
favorite  resort  for  the  young  people,  and  its  woody 
borders  grace  a  most  attractive  landscape.  The  out- 
let of  this  pond  afforded  a  water-power  for  the  first 
cotton-gin  manufactory,  erected  by  Mr.  E.  Carver  in 
1817. 

Bridgewater  Cemetery. — The  citizens  of  this 
town,  Irom  its  earliest  settlement,  have  shown  a  com- 
mendable respect  for  the  graves  and  memory  of  the 
great  "silent  majority."  One  of  the  earliest  bequests 
of  one  of  its  promiueut  men  was  the  ancient  burial- 
ground  near  the  church,  and  within  its  sacred  inclosure 
four  generations  found  their  last  resting-place.  In 
1842  it  became  necessary  to  provide  enlarged  accom- 
modations for  burials,  and  a  beautiful  site  west  of  the 
village  was  selected  for  a  cemetery.  The  association, 
which  was  duly  organized  and  incorporated,  purchased 
the  land  of  Dion  Bryant,  Esq.,  and  others,  comprising 
about  ten  acres  (subse(|ueutly  enlarging  it),  which 
from  its  slight  elevation  was  called  Mount  Prospect. 

The  cemetery  was  appropriately  consecrated,  Oct. 
26,  18-12,  to  its  sacred  use,  with  prayer  and  an 
address  by  Rev.  Ebeuozer  Gay,  of  Bridgewater. 
The  following  hymn,  written  for  the  occasion  by 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Keith,  was  sung  on  that  occasion : 

"  We  meet  with  buly  ^oul  inspired, 

Willi  lovo  iinj  clmiiteU  lay 

We  coDseeratu  this  verdauL  glade 

To  loved  ones  passed  awuy. 

"  Wo  eoaie,  with  liallow'J  inetiiories 
And  chastened  hearls  \vu  Iji'ing 
An  oti'ering  of  devotion  here 
To  our  Almighty  King. 

"  We  meet  in  youth  and  health,  and  hope 
Sits  lightly  on  our  brotv, 
And  visions  bright  and  blooming  dowers 
Bedeck  our  pathway  now, — 


"And  though  we  ba^k  in  sunny  smiles, 
May  we  this  precept  blesa  : 
Religion  never  was  designed 
T<}  make  our  pleasurus  less. 

"We  meet  in  manhood's  riper  years, 

When  sober  thoughts  draw  near: 

With  saddened  hearts  we  garner  up 

Our  pure  affections  here.  ' 

"  What  though  a  change  come  o'er  our  dreams 
To  blight  our  early  love, 
We  seek  the  promises  of  Him, 
And  trust  to  lueet  above. 

"  We  meet  in  age, — our  tottering  stcj) 
(Of  threescore  years  or  more) 
Comes,  like  a  truthful  monitor, 
That  we  are  young  no  more. 

**  Yet  ore  our  spirits  pass  away, 
To  mingle  with  the  blessed. 
Our  souls  would  hold  communion  o'er 
This  hullow'd  place  of  rest. 

"Wo  part, — oh,  may  Ilia  wondrous  love 
Unite  our  little  band, 
And  gather  up  our  souls  to  llim 
In  you  bright  spirit-land. 

"There  with  tho  pure  celestial  throng 
To  worship  and  adore, 
When  clustering  round  the  Holy  One, 
Wo  meet  to  part  no  more." 

The  cemetery  has  been  graded  and  beautified  with 
walks  and  driveways,  and  the  forest  trees  that  remain 
afford  ample  shade.  There  are  many  massive  niouu- 
menti,  some  of  which  are  finished  and  designed  in  the 
highest  style  of  art.  Prominent  among  these  are 
those  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Luddington,  Mr.  James  Ferguson, 
Mr,  C.  W.  Hubbard,  Jonathan  Washburn,  Nicholas 
Tillinghast,  Nahum  Stetson,  E.  W.  Barstow,  Arte- 
mas  Hale,  Dion  Bryant,  C.  C.  Gilbert,  Increase  Rob- 
inson, George  Bassett,  Jonathan  Gushing,  Jacob  Per- 
kins, John  A.  Shaw,  Gad  Robinson,  Philo  Leach, 
Mitchell  Keith,  Nathan  Mitchell,  Calvin  Pratt,  Rob- 
ert Perkins,  J.  E.  Carver,  Nathan  Lazell.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  corporation  is  Sumner  Keith  (2d),  George 
M.  Hooper,  clerk.  The  cemetery  was  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  iu  charge  of  Mr.  Eli  Washburn,  who 
with  untiring  energy  for  many  years  gave  to  the  ser- 
vice almost  his  entire  attention,  while  he  was  fore- 
most in  contributions  and  in  raising  funds  for  the 
erection  of  the  fence  and  gateway.  Fur  the  past  lew 
years  many  improvements  have  beeu  made  under  the 
i'aithful  superintendence  of  Mr.  George  F.  Leonard. 
The  delightful  situation  and  the  good  judgment  in 
the  care  of  this  place  of  burial  is  year  by  year  render- 
ing it  more  attractive  to  visitors. 

The  Old  Graveyard. — The  first  burying-place  ill 
Bridgewater  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge  is  near 
the  Unitarian  Church,  and  was  donated  to  the  parish 
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in  1719  by  John  Washburn.  This  wus  the  only 
buiying-place  in  the  South  Precinct  for  about  thirty 
years.  Lieut.  John  Wasliburn  was  the  sexton,  and 
dug  the  graves  for  fifty-eiglit  years, — from  1739  to 
1797,  tlie  time  of  hid  death, — keeping  a  record  of  the 
burials.  The  total  number  of  graves  dug  by  him 
during  tliese  years  was  seven  hundred  and  six.  It  is 
probable  that  nearly  two  thousand  burials  have  been 
provided  for  in  this  yard.  But  very  few  have  been 
buried  in  this  yard  since  1842.  The  beautiful  shade- 
trees  in  and  about  the  old  churchyard  were  planted 
between  1838  and  1843.  Capt.  Abram  Washburn 
was  active  in  improving  and  beautifying  this  sacred 
place,  and  in  later  years  Williams  Latham  and  Eli 
Washburn  devoted  much  time  and  labor  to  reclaim 
■  it  from  overrunning  brambles,  and  in  rendering  the 
ancient  moss-covered  stones  legible.  It  was  orig- 
inally inclosed  with  a  common  rail-fence,  but  in  1795 
the  precinct  voted  to  build  a  stone  wall  around  it. 
The  whole  parish  turned  out,  and  in  a  single  day 
brought  together  stones  sufficient  to  fence  it,  about 
fifty  rods  in  length.  Captain  Washburn,  with  a  little 
help  from  subscribers,  rebuilt  the  wall,  capping  it  with 
the  stones  as  it  is  now  to  be  seen,  in  1844.  We 
know  of  no  more  beautiful  and  striking  type  of  the 
ancient  English  churchyard  than  that  of  the  old  yard 
of  Bridgewater. 

The  following  is  upon  a  monument  in  tho  old 
graveyard  near  the  First  Congregational  Church  : 

"  Beneath  arc  depostteii  tbc  remaios  of  liun.  Xtithatt  Mitchell, 
Eeti.,  in  \vboiu  prudence  and  economy,  benevolence  and  piety, 
were  happily  and  conspicuously  united;  wboije  upcn  di^spositiua 
procured  hira  conlidcncc  and  esteem  in  private  life,  while  his 
patriotism,  inte}^rity,  and  strong  natural  abilities  repeatedly 
advanced  bini  by  the  sutl'rages  of  a  virtuous  people  to  a  seat  in 
government;  wbu  in  various  capacities  served  his  town  and 
country  with  fidelity  and  honor,  and  through  life  sustained  the 
character  of  a  devout,  exemplary  Christian,  an  obliging  neigh- 
bor, a  kind  husband,  and  tender  parent.  lie  died  with  small- 
pox, 2d  March,  178a,  in  tho  (illth  year  of  his  age,  beloved  and 
lamented.  His  widow  and  children,  to  record  their  gratitude 
and  thu  virtues  of  the  deceased,  have  erected  this  monument." 

Also  the  following  are  in  the  same  yard : 

"  Dea.  Cornelius  Uolmea,  died  Oct.  7th,  1847,  aged  92  years, 
lU  months,  and  \i  days." 

"John  Washburn  was  bom  1G4G;  marrieU  rebeca  Lapliam 
1U7'J;  died  171U,  Aged  73  years.  He  gave  the  land  for  this 
buryiug-yard  and  meeting-bouse." 

"Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Juhii  SUutc,  almost  CO  years  a 
faithful  pastor  of  the  second  church  of  Christ  in  this  town,  who 
departed  this  life  on  the  2'Jth  of  April,  MDCCXCI.,  aged  S.'i 
years. 

"■  0  man,  great  and  beloved,  thou  shalt  rest  and 
Stand  in  thy  lot  at  the  end  of  days." 

"  Judith,  ye  daughter  of  Iter.  John  Shaw  and  Mrs.  Sarah  his 
wife,  born  Dec.  ye  Ist,  I74U;  died  .\ug.  ye  7th,  1747. 


"  Upon  the  stage  I  Just  appeared, 
My  tender  voice  a  while  was  heard; 
The  buddings  of  my  early  days 
My  parents'  expectations  raised; 
While  they  with  pleasure  on  me  smiled, 
I  fell  atiluep  and  died  a  child." 

"Memento  Mori.     In  memory  of  Capt.  Seth  alden,  who  de- 
parted thib  life  Sept.  ye  6th,  1784,  in  the  75  year  of  bis  age. 
"The  corps  in  silent  darkness  lies: 
Our  friend  is  dead,  the  Captain  dies; 
In  peace  he  lived,  in  peace  he  died. 
Sleeps  sweetly  by  his  Consort's  side; 
In  this  dark  cell  they  both  must  lie 
Till  the  archangel  rends  the  sky. 
And  saints  ascend  to  Christ  on  high." 

Physicians. — Dr.  Samuel  Alden,  Dr.  Joseph  B. 
Fobes,  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Worcester  (retired).  Dr.  Calvin 
Pratt  (graduated  at  Harvard  Medical  College,  18G6), 
Dr.  George  H.  Watson  (born  1847,  at  Sedgwick, 
Me.,  graduated  at  Amherst  College,  1870,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1872),  Dr.  Edward  W.  Read  (ho- 
mceopathic  physician  from  Philadelphia,  Pa.),  Dr. 
Lewis  G.  Lowe  (born  Aug.  17,  1828,  graduated  at 
New  Hampshire  Medical  College,  1863 ;  Harvard 
Medical  College,  1864;  retired  from  practice,  1870), 
Dr.  Edward  Sawyer  (graduate  of  Harvard  Medical 
College,  for  twelve  years  physician  at  State  work- 
house). Dr.  Christian  Washburn  (dentist,  graduate  of 
Pennsylvania  Dental  College,  1859),  Dr.  Edgar 
Parker  (retired  from  profession). 

Bridgewater  Lodge  of  Knights  of  Honor. — 
OEBcers :  Alexander  Dove,  P.  D. ;  H.  F.  Barnes, 
D. ;  J.  B.  Rogers,  V.  D. ;  George  Hayward,  A.  D. ; 
George  M.  Hooper,  Rep.;  Sumner  Keith,  Fin.  D. ; 
P.O.  Clark,  Treas.;  P.  W.  Benson,  G. ;  J.  W.  Leach, 
Gr. ;  W.  H.  Reiser,  S. 

Harmony  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  F.  A.  M.,  was 
organized  in  Bridgewater  in  1883.  The  following 
are  the  original  charter  members :  Henry  0.  Little, 
E.  H.  Hatch,  D.  C.  Ford,  Alexander  Dove,  H.  H. 
White,  John  H.  Fairbanks,  J.  E.  Crane,  H.  D.  Coving- 
ton, J.  A.  Hunter,  A.  W.  Fobes,  P.  M.  Poole,  D.  D. 
Sweet,  Jarvis  Burrill,  Frederick  G.  Lovell,  A.  E. 
Paull,  J.  B.  Hengely,  Edward  Sawyer,  Henry  F. 
Miller,  John  M.  Stetson,  H.  F.  Barnes,  Southworth 
Harlow,  Nahum  Leonard,  George  M.  Hooper,  Charles 
M.  Bryant,  John  G.  Braman. 

The  officers  are  E.  H.  Hatch,  M.  E.  H.  P. ;  Na- 
hum Leonard,  K. ;  D.  C.  Ford,  S. ;  J.  Burrell,  Treas. ; 
George  M.  Hooper,  Sec.  ;  S.  Harlow,  Chap. ;  F.  G. 
Lovell,  C.  of  H. ;  H.  F.  Barnes,  P.  S. ;  H.  H.  White, 
R.  A.  C. ;  J.  H.  Hunter,  M.  of  3d  V. ;  H.  D.  Cov- 
ington, M.  of  2d  V. ;  H.  F.  Braman,  M.  of  3d  V. ; 
A.  W.  Fobes,  Tyler. 

Fellowship  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.— The  charter 
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of  Fellowship  Lodge  bears  date  June  15,  1797.    The  ;  Harlow,  Chaplain  ;  J.  Gardner  Bassett,  S.  D. ;  John 

petitiooers  for  the  charter  were  Hector  Orr,  Charles  I  M.  Stetson,  J.  D. ;  John  McBuy,  S.  S. ;  Roland  JI. 

Ainger,   Josiah    Otis,    Noah    Fearing,    Isaac    Lazell,  j  Keith,  J.  S.  ;    George   L.    Rollins,   Organist ;    John 

Nathan  Lazeli,  and  Joseph  Lazell.  |  Mayo,  I.  S.  ;   Harrison  F.  Barnes,  Tyler. 

The   lodge    was   consecrated    at    the    East    Parish,  '        Odd-FelloWS. — The  Odd-Fellows  organized  a  lodge 

Bridgewater,  Nov.  ?>,  1707.     A  very  able  and  inter-  ■  in   Biidgewater,  Oct.    11,  1877.     The  cliartor  ineru- 

estin;' discourse  was  delivered  by  Brother  Rev.  Thad-  |  bcrs  were   as  follows:   Robert   S.    Hunt,    Arthur  G. 

deus  M.  Harris,  of  Dorchester.     An  oration  was  de-  |  Brown,  Thomas   S.  Roundsvelt,  Southwuith  Harlow, 


livercd  l.y  R.  W.  Hector  Orr,  Master-elect.  The 
Grand  Lodges  of  iMassachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 
were  present  on  the  occasion.  The  lodge  held  its 
meetings  in  the  East  Parish  until  Aug.  12,  1799, 
when  it  was  removed  to  the  West  Parish,  where  it  re- 
mained until  1809,  and  was  again  removed  to  the 
East  Parish,  as  circumstances  required,  until  1813, 
when  it  was  removed  to  the  South  Parish,  and  held  its 
meetings  at  Pratt's  Hall.  It  occupied  the  Academy 
Hall,  Bridgewater,  in  1822,  when  that  building  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  was  removed  to  the  East  Parish 
until  182t!,  and  then  again  to  Bridgewater,  where  it 
remained  until  1835.  It  was  then  removed  to  the 
house  of  Jonathan  Ames,  and  regular  meetings  sus- 
pended. In  1845  regular  meetirjgs  were  resumed  at 
West  Bridgewater.  Subsequently  it  was  perma- 
nently located  in  Bridgewater,  where  it  purchased  a 
building,  and  has  a  beautiful  and  commodious  hall. 
Its  present  membership  is  one  hundred  and  forty  in 
number,  and  the  lodge  is  iti  a  prosperous  condition. 

A  list  of  the  Masters  of  Fellowship  Lodge  since  its 
organization,  June  15,  .\..i>.  1797  :  Hector  Orr,  1797  ; 
Simeon  Dunbar,  1798;  Hector  Orr,  1801;  Noah 
Fearing,  1804  ;  Hector  Orr,  1805  ;  Nathan  Mitchell, 
180G  ;  Hector  Orr,  April,  1809;  Jeremiah  Wash- 
burn; John  Edson,  Jan.  27,  1812  ;  Zenaa  Crookcr, 
Dec.  19,  1814  ;  Joe  Talbot,  Dec.  11,  181G  ;  Rufus 
Perkins,  Dec.  2,  1816  ;  Artemus  Hale,  Dec.  7, 1818  ; 

Jonathan  Ames,  Jr.,  Dec.  18,  1823  ;  Hayward, 

Dee.  11,  1826  ;  Silas  Warren,  Dec.  14,  1829;  Sim- 
eon Perkins,  Feb.  13,  1843;  Jarvis  D.  Burrill,  Dec. 
8,  1845;  John  Edson,  Jan.  24,  1853;  Jarvis  D. 
Burrill,  Dec.  5,  1854  ;  Isaac  Howard,  Nov.  19,  1855  ; 
L.  W.  Lovell,  Nov.  30,  1857  ;  Franklin  Leach,  Dec. 
5,  1859;  Fisher  A.  Sprague,  Sept.  8,  1862  ;  W.  K. 
Churchill,  Sept.  4,  1865;  Lloyd  Parsons,  Sept.  9, 
1867  ;  Frederic  S.  Strong,  Sept.  20,  18G9  ;  Frederic 
S.  Churchill,  Sept.  25,  1871  ;  Hosea  Kingman,  Sept. 
16,1872;  Isaac  Damon,  Jan.  25,  1875;  Edward 
Sawyer,  Sept.  25,  1878  ;  Joseph  W.  Ferguson,  Oct. 
31,  1881. 

List  of  officers  for  1884 :  Joseph  W.  Ferguson, 
W.  M.;  Charles  T.  Hall,  Jr.,  S.  W. ;  Nahum  Leon- 
ard, J.  W. ;  George  M.  Hooper,  Treas.  ;  Warren  K. 
Churchill,  Sec;   Fred.   G.  Lovell,  Mar.  ;  Southworth 


C.  B.  Howard,  J.  W.  Perkins,  John  Jackson,  Albert 
Harriman,  Reuben  L.  Paine,  George  ^ValkL■l■. 

Officers:  Israel  Richmond,  Jr.,  N.  G.  ;  Alfixd 
Hall,  V.  G.  ;  Charles  R.  Runsden,  Rec.  See.  ;  J.  F. 
Packard,  Sec.  ;   Southworth  Harlow,  Treas. 

The  lodge  has  occupied  the  hall  in  Wilber's  brick 
building,  and  is  iti  a  prosperous  condition. 

Fire  Department. — Bridgewater  has  an  efficient. 
fire  department.  Its  organization  has  existed  about 
forty  years.  It  has  had  two  engines  which  were 
worked  by  hand,—  the  "  Veto"  and  "  Ousamequin." 
The  last  named  has  done  good  service  for  more  than 
twenty. five  years,  while  the  little  "Veto"  was  in  use 
for  about  forty  years,  doing  good  service  on  many 
occasions.  November,  1883,  the  department  took  a 
fresh  start,  and  the  purchase  of  a  splendid  steam  lire- 
engine  of  the  most  approved  style,  viz.,  "  Silsby,  No. 
6,"  marked  a  new  era  in  tire-extinguishing  apparatus 
in  town.  Sixteen  hundred  feet  of  new  hose,  with  a 
quantity  of  old  that  is  in  good  condition,  enables  this 
engine  to  throw  a  stream  nearly  a  quarter  of  mile 
from  the  source  of  supply.  The  fire  district  has  a 
good  brick  engine-house  that  accommodates  two  en- 
gines, and,  with  a  convenient  hall,  is  in  most  respects 
entirely  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  officers  for  1SS4  ;  Da- 
rius C.  Foard,  chief  engineer;  Henry  Miller,  James 
Huuter,  John  A.  Winslow,  assistant  engineers;  Ed- 
ward Sawyer,  foreman  ;  Van  R.  Swift,  Jr.,  engineer  ; 
Van  R.  Swift,  treasurer;  George  iM.  Hooper,  clerk. 
The  original  officers  chosen  Oct.  7,  1844,  were  Ar- 
temus Hale,  chief  engineer  ;  Artemus  Ilale,  Jr., 
clerk ;  Philip  D.  Kingman,  Eli  Washburn,  Axel 
Dearborn,  George  W.  Bates,  assistant  engineers. 

The  vote  for  Governors  in  different  years  has  been 
as  follows : 

1322.  John  Brooks,  248;   William  Eustis,  80. 

1823.  Ilurriaon  G.  Otis,  254;  William  Eustis,  liil. 

1824.  SiiBiuel  Lalhrop,  14.'!;   Willium  Eublis,  IIS. 

1825.  Levi  Lincoln,  174. 

182G.  Levi  Lincoln,  IBG;  Samuel  Hubbard,  37. 
1327.  Levi  Lincoln,  127;  Samuel  IlubbuiJ,  9. 

1828.  Levi  Lincoln,  119. 

1829.  Levi  Lincoln,  180;   Marcus  Morton,  6. 

1830.  Levi  Lincoln,  220;  Marcus  Morton,  II. 

1831.  Levi  Lincoln,  21'J  ;   Marcus  Morton,  15. 
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1832.  SumucI  LiUhrop,  IG4;  Lori  Lincoln,  S2;  Marcus  Mur- 
ton,  IS. 

IS3*;.  Julm  Q.  Aduui::,  173;  John  Davis,  C4 ;  Murcud  Mor- 
ton, -12. 

1S.)4.  John  li:iiiey,  15:i;  John  Diivi?,  74;  MaicuM  Morton, 
42. 

lS:i6.  J-'Jwiiril  Kvurett,  16S  ;   Marcu:^  Morton,  6'J. 

1S:'.I).  Marcus  Morton,  1110;   EJward  Everett,  92. 

lSo7.  Marcu:*  Morton,  162;   Edward  Everett,  18;J. 

IS.'JS.  Marcus  Morton,  l.'ifl  ;    1-Mwai-d  Everett,  lOti. 

ISo'J.  Edward  Everett,  207  ;   .Marcus  Morton,  lUli. 

1540.  John  Davis,  244;   Marcus  Morton,  219. 

1541.  Jolin  Davjs,  214  ;   Marcus  .Morton,  l'J2. 

1542.  John  Davis,  22o  ;   .Marcus  Morton,  225. 
1843.  (leorge  N.  IJriggs,  226;  Marcus  Morton,  200. 
1S44.  George  X.  briggs,  225;  George  liancroft,  163. 
1646.  George  N.  liriggs,  193;   Isaac  Davis,  142. 
1840.  George  N.  Briggs,  2UU ;   Isaac  Davis,  1U7. 
1S47.  George  N.  liriggs,  ISl  ;  Caleb  Cuihing,  104. 
184S.  George  N.  liriggs,  21u  ;  Stephen  C.  Phillips,  152. 
1S4'J.  George  N.  tlriggs,  201 ;  Stephen  C.  Phillips,  121. 
1S50.  George    N.    Briggs,   212;    Stephen    C.   Phillips,   116; 

George  S.  Coutwell,  90. 

ISil.  It.ibert  C.  Winthrop,  206;  George  S.  Boutwell,  125; 
John  (i.  Palfrey,  114. 

1852.  John  II.  Clifford,  27S  ;  Uoruce  Mann,  120;  Henry  \V. 
Bishop,  1U4. 

1853.  Emory  Washburn,  256;  Uenry  Wilson,  110. 
1354.  Henry  J.  Gardner,  304;   Emory  Washburn,  99. 
1855.  Henry  J.  Gardner,  254;  Samuel  H.  Walley,  87. 

I S50.  Henry  J.  Gardner,  297  ;  Erasmus  D.  Beach,  90  ;  George 
W.  Gordon,  37. 

1S57.  Henry  J.  Gardner,  175  :  Nathaniel  P.  Bank.",  108. 

1858.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  130;  Erasmus  D.  Beach,  70. 

1859.  Eliphalet  Trask,  152;  S.  C.  Beniis,  100. 

1860.  John  A.  Andrew,  264;  Amos  A.  Lawrence,  208. 
ISUI.  John  A.  Andrew,  149;  Isaac  Davis,  176. 
1362.  John  A.  Andrew,  23a  ;  Charles  Devens,  215. 
1863.  John  A.  Andrew,  187;   Henry  W.  Paine,  130. 
1SC4.  John  A.  Andrew,  311;   Henry  W.  Paine,  181. 
1805.  Alexander  H.  Bullock,  151  ;  Darius  N.  Couoh,  137. 
1860.  Ale.'sander  H.  Bullock,  197  ;  Theodore  H.  Sweetser,  75. 
1807.  Alexander  II.  BuUook,  228  ;  John  Quiney  Adams,  249. 

1868.  William  Chimin,  300;  John  Quiney  Adams,  169. 

1869.  William  ClaQin,  206;  John  Q.  Adams,  153. 

1870.  William  Clattin,  170  ;  John  Q.  Adams,  133. 

1871.  William  B.  Washburn,  150;  John  Q.  Adams,  197. 

1872.  William  B.  Washburn,  264;  Francis  W.  Bird,  126. 

1873.  William  B.  Washburn,  124;   William  Gaston,  108. 

1874.  Thomas  Talbot,  221  ;  William  Gaston,  25«. 

1875.  William  Gaston,  216;  Alexander  H.  Uice,  175. 

1876.  Alexander  H.  Rice,  355  ;  Charles  Francis  Adams,  288. 

1877.  Alexander  II.  Rice,  213  ;   William  Gaston,  204. 

1878.  Thomas  Talbot,  358  ;  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  150  ;  Josiab 
G.  Abbott,  93. 

1879.  John  D.  Long,  319;  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  132;  John 
Q.  Adams,  116. 

1880.  John  D.  Long,  366  ;  Charles  P.  Thompson,  230. 
1831.  John  D.  Long,  188;  Charles  P.  Thompson,  118. 

1882.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  287  ;   Robert  K.  Bishop,  294. 

1883.  George  D.  Robinson,  354  ;   Benjamin  F.  Butler,  283. 

Politically  the  town  for  thirty  years  has  generally 
been  Republican,  but  it  has,  by  disagreement  on  the 
part  of  the  Republicans,  frequently  chosen  Democratic 
representatives. 


The  first  Republican  representative  chosen  was  Sir. 
Asahel  Hathaway,  wiio  was  elected  in  1850,  serving  in 
the  Legislature  for  1851  ;  casting  his  vote  fur  Charles 
Sumner,  who  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  by  one 
majority  for  the  first  time  as  United  States  senator. 

There  have  been  some  instances  of  majorities  fur 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor.  In  1875, 
William  Gaston,  Democrat,  had  21G  votes,  and  Alex- 
ander H.  Rice,  Republican,  175  ;  and  the  fullowiug 
year  Mr.  Rice  received,  355  ;  and  Charles  F.  Adams, 
288. 

In  1878,  Thomas  Talbot,  Republican,  received 
358  votes,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Democrat,  150  ; 
J.  G.  Abbott,  Democrat,  93. 

In  1879,  John  D.  Long,  Republican,  received  319, 
and  B.  F.  Butler,  Democrat,  132 ;  John  Q.  Adams, 
Democrat,  116. 

In  1882,  Robert  R.  Bishop  led  B.  F.  Butler  seven 
votes  only. 

In  1883,  George  D.  Robinson  had  35-t  votes,  and 
B.  F.  Butler  283. 

TOWN  CLERKS. 
Col.  Josiah  Edson  was  clerk  a  few  years  previous  to  1745,  and 

was  the  only  clerk  of  the  original  town  who  resided  in  the 

South  Parish. 
Artemaa  Hale,  1822,  '23,  '25,  ■20,  '27,  '23. 
Nathaniel  Washburn,  1824. 
Holmes  Sprague,  1829,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '34. 
Mitchell  Keith,  1835,  '36,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '40,  '41,  42,  '43,  '44,  '45, 

40. 
Lewis  Holmes,  1847,  '48,  '49,  '59,  '60,  '61,  '62,  '03,  '04,  '65,  '06, 

'67,  '68,  '09, '70,  '71,  '72. 
Calvin  B.  Pratt,  1850,  '51,  '52. 
Daniel  Mitchell,  1853,  '54. 
Joshua  E.  Crane,  1855,  56,  '57,  '58,  '73,  '74. 
Henry  T.  Pratt,  1875,  '76,  '77,  78. 
Edward  A.  Hewett,  1879,  '80,  '81,  '82,  '83,  '84. 

REPRESENTATIVES    TO    THE    GENERAL    COURT 

FROM  1632  TO  1822. 

Residing  hi  the  South  Pariah. 

Josiah  Edson,  1692,  '93,  '99,  1714,  '35,  '36,  '39,  '43,  45,  '40,  '50, 

'51,  '52,  '53,  '54,  '66,  '67,  '68,  '71,  '73. 
David  Perkins,  1692,  '94,  '96,  1704,  '05,  '06. 
Samuel  Edsnn,  1097,  1713. 

Edward  Fobes,  1702,  '03,  '08,  '09, '11,  '12,  '15,  '22. 
William  Brett,  1707. 
Richard  Davenport,  1719,  '20,  '24. 
Joseph  Keith,  1726. 
John  Aldon,  1729. 
Nehemiah  Washburn,  1730,  '42. 
Edward  Mitchell,  1709,  '70,  '74,  '75,  '70,  '77. 
Eliphalet  Carey,  1776. 
Thomas  Hooper,  1776. 

Nathan  Mitchell,  1778,  '80,  '81,  '83,  '84,  '85. 
Simeon  Dunbar,  1791. 
Beza  Hayward,  1792,  '95. 
Daniel  Mitchell,  1700,  '07,  '10,  '11. 
Daniel  Crane,  1812,  '13. 
Caleb  Cary,  1812. 
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Nuuh  Fearing,  1816. 

ArU'iuaa  Hulc,  1825,  '2T,  '28,  '37,  '41. 

Avery  Fobea,  1828. 

Nath;in  Liuell,  Jr.,  1829,  "31. 

Solomon  Alden,  Jr.,  1829. 

Holmes  Spnigue,  1S31,  '32,  '33,  '34. 

Samuel  Leonard,  Jr.,  1832,  '33,  '34,  '44. 

Pli.lo  Leach,  1836,  '36. 

Dion  Bryant,  1835,  '3fi. 

Nalium  Steuon,  1837,  '38,  '39. 

Jolin  A.  Shaw,  1333,  '39,  '40,  '51. 

KliOnczer  Gay,  1842. 

Stetson  Raymond,  1843. 

Saiuuel  Leonard,  1844. 

.Spencer  Leonard,  Jr.,  1846. 

Thomas  Cushman,  1848,  '49. 

A.-.aliel  Hathaway,  185U. 

Van  It.  Swift,  1852,  '77. 

Elbridgo  Keith,  1855,  '57. 

Joshua  E.  Crane,  185G. 

Mitchell  Hooper,  18C0. 

Simeon  Perkins,  1861,  '67. 

Joseph  E.  Carver,  1S62,  '63. 

Lucius  W.  Lovell,  1SC5. 

Lloyd  Parsons,  1869,  '70. 

Southwortli  Harlow,  1871. 

Lewis  Holmes,  1872. 

Philo  Keith,   1874. 

Ambrose  Keith,  1875. 

Leiws  G.  Lowe,  1876. 

tleorgc  P.  Harden,  1S7S. 

Artliur  Hooper,  ISSO. 

Charles  M.  Keed,  1832. 

SELECTMEN   FROM   1822   TO    1884. 
Silvanus  Pratt,  1822,  '23,  '24,  '25. 
Alfred  Whitman,  1822,  '23. 
Jonathan  C.  Keith,  1822,  '23,  '24,  '25. 
Caleb  F.  Leonard,  1824,  '25,  '26,  '27,  '28,  '29. 
Solomon  Aldcn,  Jr.,  1826,  '27,  '28,  '29,  '30,  '31. 
Solomon  Hayward,  Jr.,  1826,  '27,  '28,  '29. 
Spencer  Leonard,  1830,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '34. 
Abram  Waaiiburn,  1830. 
Isaac  Fobes,  1831,  '32,  '33,  '34. 
Seth  Washburn,  1832. 
Zephaniah  Fobes,   1833,  '31,  '35,  '36, '37,  '38,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '42, 

'43,  '44,  '45,  '46. 
Philo  Leach,  1835,  '36,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '45, 

'46,  '47,  '43,  '49,  '50,  '51,  '52. 
Virgil  Ames,  1S35. 
William  Dunbar,   1830,  '37,  '.'iS,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '45, 

'46,  '47,  '48,  '49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '53. 
Aretas  Fobes,  1847,  '48. 
El.enezer  Pratt,  1849,  '50. 
Van  R.  Swift,  1851  to  1884  inclusive. 
Cyrua  Benson,  Jr.,  1853,  '54. 
Pliilander  Leach,  1854. 

Spencer  Leonard,  Jr.,  1855  to  1884  inclusive. 
Elbridge  Keith,  1S55  to  1865  inclusive. 

Isaacs.  Wilbar,  1866,  '67,  '68,  '70,  '71,  "72,  '73,  '74,  '75,  '76,  '77. 
Sumner  Keith  (2d),  1869. 
Avery  F.  Hooper,  1878,    79,  '80,  '81. 
Robert  C.  Rreek,  1882,  '83,  '84. 

TOWN    TREASURERS    FROM    1822-84. 
Artemus  Hale,  1822,  '23,  '25,  '26,  '27,  '28. 
iNathaniul  Washburn,  1824. 


Holmes  Spmgue,  1829  to  1834  inclusive. 

Mitchell  Keith,  1835  to  1846  inclusive. 

Lewis  Holmes,  1847,  '48,  '49,  '59,  to  '66  inchiaive. 

Calvin  B.  Pratt,  1350,  '51,  '52. 

Daniel  .Mitchell,  1853,  '54. 

Joshua  E.  Crane,  1355,  '50,  '57,  '58. 

Van  R.  Swift,  1807  to  1880  inclusive. 

Edward  A.  Hewett,  18S1  to  1S84  inclusive. 

MODERATORS    OF    ANNUAL    .MARCH    MEETING 
FRO.M    1822    TO    1881. 
Nathan  Mitehell,  1822. 
Bartholomew  Brown,  1823. 
Seth  Washburn,  182-1,  '31. 
Daniel  Crane,  1825. 
1    Holmes  Sprague,  1826. 
Solmon  Fobes,  1827. 
Avery  Fobes,  1828. 
Calvin  Washburn,  1829. 
John  A.  Shaw,  1830. 
Nathan  LazoU,  Jr.,  1832,  '33. 
Artemus  Hale,  1834,  '37,  '42,  '45,  '46. 
Philo  Leach,  1835. 
Isaac  Fobes,  1836. 
Dion  Bryant,  1338,  '39,  '43,  '52. 
Samuel  Leonard,  1840,  '44,  '49. 
Nahum  Stetson,  1841. 
Philip  E.  Hill,  1847. 
Calvin  B.  Pratt,  1848. 
Spencer  Leonard,  Jr.,   1350,  '54,  '55,  'Jit,  '57,  'J3,  *iil,  '62,  'oil, 

•64,  '05,  '67,  'OS,  '69,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '79. 
Baalis  Sunford,  1851, 
Calebs.  Hunt,  1853. 
Van   R.  Swift,  1859,  '66,'  70,  '75,  '70,  '77,  '78,  '80,  'SI,  '32,  '83, 

'84. 
Joshua  E.  Crane,  1860. 

Public  Library. — The  citizens  of  the  town  t.iko 
much  iaterest  io  the  Public  Library,  wiiich  ii;is  been 
collected  and  installed  in  a  couveiiiont  struoture  by 
their  own  efforts,  instead  ol",  as  is  generally  the  case,  by 
bequests  or  large  donations.  A  meeting  was  held  JLiy 
31,  1878,  in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  Decoration-Day 
Committee,  which  stated  that  it  was  proposed  to  see 
what  could  be  done  "  to  express  with  reverence  our 
gratitude  that  we  are  still  a  nation  ;  to  declare  our 
conviction  that  the  names  of  those  whose  lives  were 
sacrificed  should  be  held  in  respect  forever ;  to  teach 
coming  generations  that  patriotism  is  honored  in 
America."  This  meeting  adopted  a  resolution  in  favor 
of  the  erection  of  a  memorial  building,  and  for  more 
than  a  year  plans  for  enlisting  the  earnest  co-opera- 
tion of  the  citizens  were  maturing.  Meanwhile  some 
public-spirited  persons  were  busily  engaged  in  estab- 
lishing a  library,  by  raising  a  popular  subscription, 
securing  the  volumes  held  by  several  organizations, 
and  obtaining  the  adoption  by  the  town  of  by-laws 
governing  the  creation  and  operations  of  a  board  of 
trustees.  The  library,  consisting  of  less  than  three 
thousand  Volumes,  was  opened  in  hired  ((uartcrs  in 
July,  1879,  and  was  moved  into  the  Memorial  Build- 
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ing  on  its  completion,  in  1882.  It  now  has  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  volumes.  This  building,  erected 
accordinjr  to  plans  made  by  Messrs.  Rotch  &  Tilden, 
architects,  Boston,  was  begun  in  June,  1881,  and  was 


liUIDaEW.\TEB    LIBBABY. 

dedicated  May  30,  1883.  It  is  a  substantial  brick 
structure  of  one  high  story,  with  freestone  trimmings, 
having  a  central  entrance,  with  open  vestibule,  in  the 
walls  of  which  are  placed  tablets  of  Tennessee  marble, 
bearing  the  names  of  thirty-six  deceased  soldiers.  The 
interior  contains  three  spacious  rooms,  of  which  the 
largest  is  the  book-room.  The  two  rooms  in  front  are 
on  either  side  of  the  entrance,  are  used  as  a  reading- 
room  and  museum  respectively  ;  the  latter  room  con- 
taining many  objects  of  great  historic  value.  The 
total  cost  of  building  and  land  was  $14,481.10,  of 
which  the  town  appropriated  $9057.15,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  obtained  from  private  donations,  fairs, 
and  other  sources. 

The  board  of  trustees  are  Rev.  Theodore  F.  Wright, 
president;  Edwin  H.  Keith,  vice-president;  Miss  Car- 
oline Sampson,  secretary  ;  Avery  F.  Hooper,  treas- 
urer ;  and  George  M.  Hooper,  George  H.  Martin, 
Gustavas  Pratt,  Van  R.  Swift,  and  Mary  H.  Keith. 
Librarian,  Lucia  L.  Christian,  who  is  assisted  by 
Charles  H.  Sampson. 

The  town  is  under  special  obligations  to  Rev.  T. 
F.  Wright  for  services  rendered  in  behalf  of  the 
library,  which  is  so  much  valued  by  the  intelligent 
citizens. 

Schools  and  School  Teachers. — Mr.  Nathaniel 
Willis,  brother  of  Deacon  John  Willis,  was,  with  his 
brother,  an  original  proprietor  of  Bridgewater,  and 
with  the  title  of  Mr.  on  the  record  must  have  been  a 
distinguished  citizen.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  schoolmaster  in  town.  His  estate  was  settled  in 
168C. 

1GG3.  "  The  colony  courts  proposed  to  the  several 
townships  in  its  jurisdiction,  as  a  thing  that  ought  to 


be  taken  into  serious  consideration,  that  some  course 
be  taken  in  every  town  that  there  be  a  schoolmaster 
set  up  to  train  children  in  reading  and  writing." 

1670.  A  law  was  enacted  "  freely  granting  all  such 
profits  as  may  or  shall  accrue  annually  to  the  colony 
from  fishing  from  nets  or  seines  at  Cape  Cod,  for 
mackerel,  bass,  or  herring,  to  be  improved  for  and 
towards  a  free  school  in  some  town  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion, for  the  training  of  youth  in  literature,  for 
the  good  and  benefit  of  posterity."  Tiie  school  was 
established  at  Plymouth,  and  was  supported  by  the 
Cape  Cod  fisheries  for  six  years. 

1694.  Nathaniel  Brett  was  chosen  schoolmaster. 

1696.  The  town  gave  liberty  for  the  school  to  be 
kept  in  the  meeting-house,  provided  that  if  any 
damage  comes  to  the  meeting-house  by  any  of  the 
scholars,  the  parents  or  the  masters  of  said  scholars 
are  to  make  it  good. 

1698.  The  town  agreed  upon  providing  four 
school-dames  for  the  several  quarters  of  the  town,  to 
instruct  small  children  in  reading. 

1700.  Thomas  Martin,  schoolmaster,  "  came  out  of 
England,"  introduced  by  Goodman  Snell. 

Joseph  Snell,  schoolmaster,  1735,  graduated  at 
Harvard  ;  a  lifelong  teacher. 

1717.  "  The  town  passed  a  clear  vote  to  raise  forty 
pounds  the  ensuing  year,  upon  the  whole  town,  for  a 
schoolmaster's  salary,  and,  what  is  required  more,  to 
procure  a  preaching  schoolmaster." 

1721,  March  1.  The  selectmen  agreed  with  Mr. 
Nicholas  Henabry,  to  be  the  town  schoolmaster,  for 
twenty  pounds  a  year  and  his  board. 

1746.  "  Chose  a  committee,  of  which  Capt.  Josiah 
Edson  was  one,  to  consult  what  method  may  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  town  in  improving  of  the  school  for 
the  future." 

March  28, 1744.  It  was  voted  to  advise  the  select- 
men to  sell  the  land  that  Josiah  Edson  gave  to  the 
town,  for  the  use  of  the  grammar  school. 

1756.  Dr.  Abiel  Howard  was  chosen  grammar 
schoolmaster,  to  teach  all  grammar  scholars  at  the 
expense  of  the  town  that  shall  be  sent  to  him.  Ap- 
propriated £66  13».  id.  for  schools. 

1775.  Wages  of  grammar  schoolmasters,  according 
to  custom,  twenty-four  pounds. 

John  Porter  (3d)  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  (1770), 
son  of  Rev.  John  Porter,  of  North  Precinct ;  was  a 
schoolmaster  and  a  major  in  Revolutionary  war  ;  died 
in  West  Indies. 

Sarah  Brett,  a  achool-dame,  1753. 

Beza  Hayward,  preacher,  teacher,  representative, 
senator,  register  of  probate,  graduated  at  Harvard, 
1772. 
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1772.  Joseph  Snell  was  a  schoolmaster  of  the 
gr;iiiiiuai'  school  teu  weeks,  boardiog  himself;  was 
paid  £7  5s.  Id.  He  graduated  at  Harvard,  1735 ; 
died  1791,  aged  ei;_'hty-seveD  years;  engaged  in  no 
other  profossiuD  ;   lived  in  the  North  Parish. 

1773.  William  Snell,  grammar  school  master  thir- 
teen weeks  in  the  South  Parish,  was  paid  £C  7s.  Qd. 

1773.  William  Suell  was  schoolmaster  in  East 
Parish  twelve  weeks,  and  was  paid  £5  15s.  -id. 

1771.  Dr.  Jonathan  Crane,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  was  schooimnstor,  and  also  during  several 
succeeding  years  kept  school  in  the  South  and  West 
Parishes.  His  large  farm  was  what  now  comprises 
the  estate  of  the  late  Scth  Washburn  and  Virgil  Co- 
nant. 

'•  Tv  the  .Scleclmeii  : 

"  Att  Bridgewuter,  ye  15th  day  of  November,  1763,  the  sub- 
scriberb  pray  tbiit  you  ordpr  that  Mr.  Joseph  Suell  may  be  im- 
proved as  a  Gramuiar  School  ma^iter  for  the  North  Precinct, 
their  part  of  ouid  :ichool  thia  year." 

Signed  by  John  Porter,  the  minister,  and  twenty 
others. 

17(17.  Benjamin  Edson  and  twelve  others  pray  the 
selectmeu  tliat  William  Suell  and  Jedediah  South- 
worth,  who  were  nominated  to  do  the  service  of 
schoolmaster,  neither  of  whom  are  likely  to  be  satis- 
factory to  them,  be  dropped,  and  that  Joseph  SiicU 
be  allowed  to  keep  the  grammar  school. 

George  Chipman  was  an  old  teacher  for  a  genera- 
tion, and  was  the  author  of  a  school-book,  and  con- 
tinued in  service  until  about  1840. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Snell  was  a  schoolmaster  for  many 
years,  aud  was  noted  for  his  corporeal  powers,  which 
gave  him  a  prestige  where  military  discipline  was  re- 
([uired. 

Thomas  Cushuian,  who  was  a  soldier  of  1814,  was 
a  school-teacher  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  still 
lives  to  note  the  changes  in  all  the  methods  of  educa- 
tion now  in  vogue,  and  is  still  much  interested  in  his- 
tory and  antiquariau  researches. 

Leaiider  A.  Darling  has  been  a  teacher  for  twenty- 
eight  years.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  normal  school, 
and  has  been  a  successful  teacher,  having  spent  sev- 
eral years  in  the  South,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in 
Bridgewater. 

Philander  D.   Leonard,  an   early  graduate  of  the 
normal  school,  has   been   a   teacher  for   thirty  years, 
and  for   many  years   a   member  of  the  school   com-  ; 
mittee.  I 

The  present  board  of  school  committee  consists  of  : 
Dr.  Samuel  H.  Worcester,  Philander  D.  Leonard,  ' 
Kev.  Charles  W.  Wood. 

Educational. — Of  the  villages  of  New   Euirland 


which  are  renowned  for  their  sylvan  charms.  Bridge- 
water  may  well  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive. The  majestic  elm,  the  graceful  maple,  and 
all  the  variety  of  trees  that  adorn  the  public  square 
and  the  various  streets,  are  creditable  to  the  taste  and 
foresight  of  the  past  generation,  which  for  this  bless- 
ing conferred  should  be  held  in  grateful  memory. 
The  town  early  displayed  a  commendable  public  spirit 
in  beautifying  the  village,  and  Maj.  Isaac  Lazell  and 
his  heirs  gave  the  land,  not  only  for  the  public  square, 
but  for  the  site  of  the  academy  so  long  as  it  is  occu- 
pied by  that  institution.  In  educational  enterprises 
the  town  took  a  prominent  place,  aud  .secured  by  its 
liberal  gifts  the  establishment  of  the  County  Academy 
in  its  centre,  in  1799.  This  high  estimate  of  the 
importance  of  intellectual  culture  was  largely  attribu- 
table to  the  influence  of  the  early  ministry  of  the 
town,  and,  prior  to  1800  the  South  Parish  had  fur- 
nished twenty-three  graduates  for  Harvard  College. 
The  original  academy  was  located  upon  the  present 
site  of  the  hotel,  and  was  burnt  in  1821,  rebuilt  near 
the  present  site  the  following  year.  It  continued  to 
hold  an  important  place  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Mr.  John  A.  Shaw  and  others,  and  sent  out  its  quota 
to  the  several  colleges  duriug  the  succeeding  genera- 
tion. In  1868  the  academy  was  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of 
twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  by 
private  subscription,  five  of  the  leading  citiiiens  sub- 
scribing one  thousand  dollars  each,  and  twenty  others 
gave  from  one  hundred  to  five  hundred  dollars  for 
this  purpose.  Notwithstanding  this  manifestation  uf 
interest  in  the  time-honored  institution,  the  town  in 
its  municipal  capacity  declined  any  aid  or  encourage- 
ment. The  trustees  of  the  academy,  in  view  of  the 
law  compelling  towns  of  this  size  to  maintain  u  high 
school,  procured  an  act  of  the  Legislature  relieving  it 
from  such  obligation  on  account  of  facilities  ufTordcil 
by  the  academy.  A  plan  was  submitted  to  the  town 
by  which  the  scholars  of  proper  advancement  could 
be  instructed  in  a  high  school  course  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  school  committee,  at  a  saving  of  at  lea^t 
one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  to  the  town,  while 
the  scholars  would  have  had  not  only  an  ordinary  hi^h 
school  course,  but  would  have  been  fitted  for  college 
if  they  desired.  This  proposition  was  favored  by 
many  leading  citizens,  but  the  profl'ered  privilege  was 
declined.  Had  the  proposition  been  accepted  it  would 
have  been  not  oidy  a  saving  of  a  largo  sum  of  money 
to  the  town,  but  would  have  enabled  us  to  look  with 
pride  upon  an  act  to  foster  an  institution  that  had 
conferred  such  lasting  benefits,  and  whose  name  was 
historic.  The  town  established  a  high  school  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  statute,  aud  that  course  so  all'ected 
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the  patronage  of  the  academy  that  the  trusiteea  deemed 
it  prudent  to  suspend  that  school.  The  academy 
building  has  for  the  past  seven  years  been  rented  to 
the  town  for  the  high  school,  which  has  been  well 
sustained.  The  fund  of  the  academy  is  small,  amount- 
ing to  but  five  or  six  thousand  dollars,  but  ultimately 
it  is  hoped  will  become  sufficient  to  enable  the  school 
to  resume  its  place  among  the  classical  institutions  of 
the  commonwealth. 

College  Graduates. — The  following  are  the  names 
of  thube  who  have  had  a  collegiate  education  in  the 
South  Parisii,  or  what  is  now  Bridgewater: 


Graduated. 

Jusiiib  EJdon' 1730 

BeDJuiuiu  Willis' 1740 

Sylvanus  Conant' 1740 

TiuiuthyAlden'  17«2 

Perez  Fubes,  LL.D.' 1702 

Joliu  Sbaw' 1772 

Beza  Kaywurd' 1772 

JoDas  Wbitmun* 1772 

.Martin   Kinsley' 177S 

Zephauiah  Willis' 1778 

Tbomus  Perkins' 1779 

James  Alien' 1785 

Selh  I'rall' 17S6 

Natlnui  llayward' 1785 

Kilborn  Whituiun' 1785 

Jonalbaii    Leonard' 17Sfi 

Benjamin  Wbitmon- 1788 

Hazekiab    ltoo|ier' 17S'J 

David  Leonard- 1792 

Zeaaa  L.  Lcunard- 1794 

Ilicbard  Sanger' 1800 

Ijaius  Conant- 1800 

Natban   Fobos- 1803 

E|)braiui   Keitb' 1762  I 

Adain  Ed^on" 1775  | 

Jael   lidsun" 1784  \ 

Oakes  Sbaw' 1753  j 

Bczaliel  Sbaw' 1702  i 

William  .^baw' 1702  I 

Setb  Fobes- 1804 

Noab  Wbitmau- 1800 

Cyrus  Allien-: 1SU7 

Zedckiab   Sanijer' 18U7 

Ualiih  .danger'. 1807 


UniUuHted. 

John  A.  Shaw' 1811 

Seth  Alden' 1814 

Levi  W.  Leonard' 1815 

Zebulon  L.Shaw' 1815 

Theodore  Edson' 1822 

Zephaniah  A.  Bates' 1824 

Benjamin  Willis- 1825 

Horatio  Alger' IS25 

Daniel  Leaoh-' 1830 

Nenemiah  Lovell'' 1833 

Lorenzo  0.  LoeelW 1833 

David  Perkins' 1834 

(jilcs  Leach^ 1822 

Ephraim   Fubes^ 1830 

Daniel  Crane- 1790 

Oliver   Hayward' 1804 

Jonathan  Keith- 1805 

Calvin  B.  Pratt' 1832 

James  E.  Leaoh' 1848 

James  Edward  Leacb'...    1874 

Andrew  Bates' lSti2 

Nathan  E.Williai" 1S62 

Ilosea  Kingman* 1866 

Edward  E.  Ilohart  ' 1875 

Edward  W.  Hopkins  5...   1879 
Lewis  UogerWentworth*  1S82 

Joshua  E.  Crane,  Jr.' 1872 

George  Wasbliurn  ' 1872 

John  H.  Washburn" 1S80 

David  Benson  ^ 1875 

AVilliam  H.  Conant' 1879 

Arthur  C.  Boydcn'i 1876 

Wallace  C.  Boyden^ 1883 

Charles  H.  llecd' 1868 


Samuel  Bieck,  Esq.,  a  native  of  Boston,  was  edu- 
cated and  fitted  for  college  at  the  Bridgewater  Acad- 
emy, graduated  at  Harvard  College,  and  studied  law 
witii  Zechariah  Eddy,  of  Middleboro'.  He  practiced 
law  at  Braiutree  and  at  Taunton,  and  settled  in 
Bridgewater  in  1850,  when  lie  retired  from  tiie  pro- 
fession. He  was  a  man  of  superior  intellectual  powers, 
and  an  able  writer  and  speaker.  He  was  among  the 
early  pioneers  in  the  organization  of  the  Liberty  party, 
and  was  active  in  the  Republican  party  for  a  genera- 
tion. He  declined  political  oiBce.  He  died  Sep- 
tember, 1S7C,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

Following  are  given  the  names  of  the  preceptors  of 
Bridgewater  Academy,  founded  1799  : 


'  Harvard  University. 

^  Amherst  College. 

'  Columbia  College. 

•  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College. 

'  iforwich  University.  '  Yale. 


2  Brown  University. 
*  Dartmouth. 


Date  of  .ippoiotuient.  Close  of  Olfice. 

1800.  Kev.  Zedekiah  Sanger,  Harvard 1802 

1802.  Zechariah  Eddy,  Brown ISU3 

1S03.  John  BeeJ 1S04 

1804.  William  Simmons 18U5 

1805.  Kichard  Sanger 181u 

1810.  David  Heed 1SI2 

1812.  Zedekiah  Sanger Islo 

1815.  Levi  Leonard 1817 

1817.  Edward  A.  Lummus ls!8 

1818.  Jonathan  W.  Waldo 1819 

1819.  William  Farmer 1S2U 

1820.  Samuel  Barrett,  Harvard 1821 

1821.  Benjamin  F.  Farnsworth 1823 

1823.  John  A.  Shaw,  Harvard 1824 

1824.  Wendell  B.Davis 182., 

1825.  John  A.  Shaw 1S3I 

1831.  Lewis  Washburn 1832 

1832.  John  A.  Shaw 1841 

1841.  John  A.  Shaw    ( 

1841.  Kev.  E.  Gay  and  F.  G.  Pratt  J  ''*^- 

1842.  Francis  G.  Pratt 1S43 

1843.  F.  G.  Pratt  and  Eben.  Kiuibull 1844 

1844.  Rev.  Theophilua  P.  Doggett 1840 

1846.  Baalis  Sanford,  Brown 1850 

1851.  Ephraim  M.  Ball 1,S51 

1861.  Matthew  W.  Spear 1852 

1852.  Nathaniel  W.  Metcalf 1354 

1854.  Willard  Merrill  and  Mr.  Small 1355 

1855.  Frederick  Crafts,  Brown ISOl 

1861.  Edward  H.  Cutler,  Brown 1864 

1864.  Horace  iM.  Willard,  Brown I87U 

1870.  Charles  0.  Woodman,  Dartmouth 1872 

1872.  Cyrus  Jordan 1373 

1873.  Joshua  C.  Crane,  Jr.,  Brown 1375 

The  annual  money  appropriations  for  scliools  have 
been  as  follows : 


Year.  AmouDl. 

1822 $1350 

182.) 750 

1824 750 

1825 750 

1826 750 

1827 1000 

1828tol839 lOOO 

1840 1132 

1841 1132 

1842 1400 

1843 1600 

1344 1600 


1845., 
1346. 
1847. 
1348. 
1349.. 
1850.. 
1851.. 
1852.. 
1853.. 
1354.. 
1355.. 
1856.. 


1600 
I60U 
1600 
200O 
2000 
2000 
2»00 
2000 
2000 
2500 
2500 
3000 


Year.  Amount. 

1857  to  1862 $3000 

1863 250(1 

1864 35011 

1865 3500 

1866 42UI1 

1867 651111 

1808 7000 

1869 SIOli 

1370 3400 

1871 seoii 

1872 SIOO 

1873 .■<5uo 

1874 9000 

1875 '.I30U 

1870 9300 


1877. 
1878., 
1879., 
1880.. 
1881.. 
1382.. 
1883.. 
1884.. 


9 1  Oil 
91110 
78011 
86UII 
S75II 
8950 
91J11 
91J1I 


The  State  Normal  School.— The  State  Normal 
School,  which  is  widely  known  as  an  institution  for 
the  training  and  preparation  of  teachers,  was  estab- 
lished in  Bridgewater,  Sept.  9,  1840.  The  town  was 
liberal  in  its  aid  of  the  enterprise,  and  granted  the  uae 
of  the  town  house  for  six  years,  and  also  granted 
further  aid  for  a  library  and  apparatus,  while  the  lead- 
ing citizens,  appreciating  the  value  of  such  an  institu- 
tion, contributed  individually  in  its  behalf.  The 
school  opened  with  twenty-eight  pupils,  twenty-one  of 
whom  were  ladies.  The  first  principal  was  Nicholas 
Tillinghast,  a  graduate  of  West  Point  Military  Acad- 
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emy,  a  gentleman  of  remarkable  ability  for  the  special  i  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.     Under  Mr. 

work  in  which  he  engaged.     In  six  years  the  school  ;  Boyden's  charge  the  institution  steadily  grew  in  favor 

outgrew  its  circumscribed  and   inconvenient  quarters,  j  with   the   community,  and   the  number  of  pupils  so 

demonstrating  the  wisdom  of  its  founders.     In  184G  ]  increased  that  at  the  end  of  ten  years  the  Board  of 

the  State   provided  a  new  and   commodious  building  |  Education  deemed  it  advisable  to  add  a  third  story,  at 

of  two  stories,  sixty-four  feet  by  forty-two.     The  new  a  cost  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.     The  boarding-hall 

building   was    dedicated    with    appropriate    eserci.-ies  ,  was  erected  in  18G9,of  size  to  acc(jmmodate  fifty-two 

Aug.  19,  18-4G  ;  Hon.  William  G.  Bates,  of  Westfield,  students,  and  was  enlarged  in   1873   to  accommodate 

and  his  Excellency,  Governor  George  N.  Brigga,  de-  •  one  hundred  and  forty  students.     The  school  building 

livered  addresses.     Hon.   Horace   Mann,  secretary  of  i  was  again  enlarged,  in  1881,  by  adding  a  new  chemical 

the  Board  of  Education,  was  present  on  the  occasion,  ]  and  physical  laboratory,  at  a  cost  of  eight  thousand 

and   on    the   same   day   gave  an   address   before    the  dollars,  and  in  the  fall  of  1883  the  studonts  niuiibered 

Normal   Association  at  their  convention  at  the  town  '■  one  hundred  and  eighty.     Thus  it  will  bo  noticed  that 

hall.     The  new  building  proved  none  too  large,  as  the  |  the  school  grew  and  enlarged  not  only  in  numbers,  but 


following  term  it  was  filled  to  overflowing. 

The  school  continued  under  Mr.  Tillinghast  with 
success  for  thirteen  years,  when  ill  health  compelled 
his  resignation.  His  connection  with  the  school  was 
marked  with  self-forgetful  devotion  to  the  work,  and 
his  death,  which  occurred  April  10,1856,  was  deeply 
lamented  by  the  wide  circle  of  former  pupils  and  by 
the  citizens  of  the  town,  who  ever  have  held  him  in 
grateful  memory.  He  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass., 
Sept.  22,  1804,  and  was  the  son  of  Nicholas  Tilling- 
hast, Esq.,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Bristol 
bar. 

The  second  principal  of  the  school  was  Marshall 
Conant,  who  commenced  his  duties  August,  1853, 
continuing  his  service  seven  years,  until  July,  1860, 
when  his  declining  health  compelled  his  resignation. 
His  connection  with  the  school  was  such  as  won  the 
love  and  respect  of  his  pupils,  and  drew  from  the  board 
of  visitors,  in  their  report,  the  special  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  skill  as  an  instructor,  his  industry  and 
fidelity,  that  secured  and  maintained  the  high  regard 
of  his  pupils,  as  well  as  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  Mr.  Conant  was  the  courteous 
gentleman,  the  steadfast  friend,  the  generous-hearted 
citizen,  whose  very  presence  was  a  perpetual  benedic- 
tion. His  death  called  forth  most  tender  and  appro- 
priate expressions  of  sorrow  from  the  association  of 
the  school,  as  well  as  from  the  citizens  of  the  town, 
where  he  was  so  much  loved  and  respected. 


enlarged  its  course  of  study.  Originally  the  course 
was  but  one  year,  and  then  increased  to  two  years, 
and  several  years  since  an  advanced  course  of  four 
years  was  established  for  such  as  desired  it.  The 
number  of  pupils  that  have  graduated  since  the  school 
was  established  is  1793, — gentlemen,  604  ;  ladies, 
1189.  The  number  of  graduates  from  the  four  years' 
course  is  62, — gentlemen,  41  ;   ladies,  21. 

The  boarding-hall  is  under  the  charge  of  the  prin- 
cipal, who  resides  in  the  house  and  boards  with  the 
students. 

Albert  G.  Boyden,  the  present  principal  of  the  State 
Normal  School,  Bridgewater,  was  born  at  South  Wal- 
pole  on  the  5th  of  February,  1827,  and  is  the  oldest 
of  a  family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  His 
father  was  Phineas  Boyden,  the  youngest  of  the  seven 
children  of  Phineas  and  Lydia  Boyden,  and  was  by 
trade  a  blacksmith.  His  mother  was  the  second  of 
the  eleven  children  of  Joseph  and  Asenath  Carroll. 
Both  families  were  reared  in  South  Walpolo.  Both 
grandfathers  were  farmers,  and  long-lived,  vigorous 
men.  South  Walpole  was  a  thriving  village  near  the 
head-waters  of  the  Neponset  lliver,  on  the  turnpike 
from  Boston  to  Providence,  and  midway  between  these 
two  cities.  The  hotels  upon  the  green  and  the  three 
factories  on  the  river  made  good  business  for  the  vil- 
lagers, and  a  good  market  for  the  neighboring  farmers. 
Mr.  Boyden  spent  most  of  his  minority  in  his  native 
village.      From  his  early  boyhood   he  was  required  to 


Mr.   George  H.   Martin,  who  for  many  years   has  |  rise  early  and  to  be  actively  employed   till   bedtime. 

been  first  assistant  teacher  of  the  Normal  School  and  j  He  was  a  leader  in  the  sports  of  his  fellows,  and  knew 

a  resident  of  the  town,  is  an  agent  of  the   Board  of  1  the  products  of  all   the  fields,  woods,  and  streams  in 

Education.     He   has  a  high   standing  as  a  teacher,  ,  the  neighborhood  of  the  village.      He  was  trained  to 

and  prominence  as  a  citizen.  I  work  upon   the  farm   and  shop,  learning  the  trade  of 

The   third   principal    of  the   school    is   Albert   G.  |  his  father.      He  attended  the  district  irchool  summer 

Boyden,   A.M.,   who    was   appointed    August,    1860.  .  and  winter  until  ten  years  of  age,  and  in  winter  till 

The  number  in  attendance  in  the  fall  of  that  year  was  eighteen,  and  when  nineteen  attended   the  Adelphiau 

sixty-seven.     The  following  year  the  school  building  [  Academy  at  North  Bridgewater  one  term, 
was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two  wings,  at  a  cost  He  became  connected  with  the  church  iu  lii.s  native 
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villaj^e  at  tlie  age  of  thirteen,  and  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen lie  decided  to  be  a  teacher,  and  spent  his  even-  ' 
iiij;s  in  study.  lie  taught  district  schools  iu  the  town 
of  Foxborough  the  three  winters  before  he  was  twenty-  | 
one,  receiving  wages  sufficient  to  hire  a  man  to  take  ; 
lii.s  place  in  the  shop.  On  reaching  liis  majority  he  I 
had  for  his  capital  good  health,  the  good  habits  which 
the  excellent  training  of  Christian  parents  had  formed 
in  hiiu,  the  education  of  the  district  school,  and  his 
trade.  After  earning  a  part  of  the  requisite  funds, 
he  entered  the  Normal  School  at  Bridgewater,  in  Au- 
gust, 1848,  paying  the  remainder  of  his  expenses  in 
taking  care  of  the  school-house  and  fires.  Gradu- 
ating from  the  school  July  3, 1849,  he  spent  the  next 
term  in  the  school  upon  advanced  studies.  Taught 
school  in  Hinghani  six  months,  and  was  then  assist- 
ant teacher  in  tlie  Normal  School  with  Mr.  Tilliughast 
from  August,  1850,  to  July,  1853,  and  with  Mr.  Co- 
nant  the  following  term ;  principal  of  the  Bowditch 
Englibh  High  School  for  Boys  in  Salem  from  Novem- 
ber, 1853,  to  March,  185G;  associate  principal  in  the 
Classical  and  English  High  School,  Salem,  from  March 
to  September,  1856  ;  .sub-master  in  the  Chapman 
Grammar  School,  Boston,  from  September,  1856,  to 
September,  1857  ;  first  assistant  in  the  Bridgewater 
State  Normal  School,  from  September,  1857,  to  Au- 
gust, I860,  when  he  was  appointed  principal  of  the 
school,  and  received  the  honorary  degree  of  A.M. 
from  Amherst  College. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Normal  School  under  Mr. 
Boyden's  administration  has  been  most  flattering,  and 
his  long  term  of  continuous  service  is  emphatic  testi- 
mony to  his  marked  quaJificitions  for  the  difficult  and 
responsible  duties.  He  still  is  blessed  with  the  same 
vigor  that  he  possessed  twenty  years  ago,  and  as 
teaclier,  and  as  the  prominent  and  much  valued  citi- 
zen, is  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  From  the  small 
institution,  that  was  deemed  by  some  a  questionable 
experiment,  Mr.  Boyden  has  seen  this  school  take 
rank  among  the  first  iu  this  State  for  the  special 
training  of  teachers. 

Instructors. — Albert  G.  Boyden,  A.M.,  principal ; 
Franz  H.  Kirmayer,  Latin  and  French  ;  Arthur  C. 
Boyden,  A.M.,  mathematics,  chemistry,  etc. ;  Frank 
E.  Murdock,  physics  and  natural  sciences;  William 
D.  Jackson,  mathematics  aud  English  literature;  Eliza 
B. .Woodward,  drawing;  Mary  H.  Leonard,  language, 
geography,  and  astronomy ;  Ljabella  S.  Home,  vocal 
culture ;  Clara  C.  Prince,  music ;  Clara  T.  Wing, 
school  of  observation. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  connected  with  the 
Bridgewater  State  Normal  School  who  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  : 
52 


OjJicerH. 

Rev.  Juues  H.  .SobDeider,  Samuel  W.  Clapp. 

teaober.  William  11.  \Viirii. 

Jonatlian  Cusa,  M.D.  William  A.  Webster,  M.D. 

Nubum  Leonard.  WaltorGule. 

George  D.  Williams.  Juirus  Lincoln,  Jr. 

Iliram  A.  Oakraan.  LeanJer  Waterman. 

Lewis  G.  Lowe.  .'.  F.  Tourtelotte,  .M.D. 

John  W.  Atwood.  G.  Melville  Smilli. 

Albert  J.  Manchester.  E.  F.  Spaul.Un^-,  .M.D. 

William  J.  Potter.  Henry  R.  Lylu. 

Joseph  B.  Read.  Wallace  A.  Putnam. 

Lewis  Whiting,  M.D.  Frederic  C.  Smith. 

Edwin  May,  M.D.  Edmund  Cottle. 

Jabez  M.  Lyle.  Thomas  Gurney. 

Franklin  Jacobs.  Isaac  F.  Kingsbury. 

Albert  Wood,  M.D.  George  L.  Suiulley,  M.D. 

Elbridge  P.  Boyden.  Edmund  W.  Nutter. 

0.  Eallour  Darling.  William  R.  Crosby. 

Benj.  T.  Crooker,  M.D.  Benjamin  W.  Parsons. 

Samuel  P.  Gates.  Albert  E.  Smith. 

Howard  Morton.  Wilmon  W.  Blackmer. 

Nathaniel  B.  Uodsdon.  Tbomus  Conant,  Jr. 

LewidH. Sweet.  Silas  N.  Grusveuor. 

A.  Judson  Gray,  M.D.  Warren  T.  Hillman. 

A.  Sumner  Dean,  M.D.  Joseph  L.  Locke. 

Virgil  D.  Stockbridge.  Brainurd  P.  Trask. 

William  B.  Grover.  Joseph  W.  Haywood,  .M.D. 

Joseph   Underwood,  M.D.  ICenry  Alanley. 

Benjamin  F.  Sturbridge.  ElishaM.  White,  M.D. 

George  L.  Andrews.  Peter  C.  Sears. 

Sidney  C.  Bancroft.  Edward  Soutbworth. 

Carlton  A.  Staples.  Jacob  P.  Almy. 

Edwin  H.  Keith.  Thomas  S.  Howland. 

Henry  Mitchell.  Beriah  T.  Uillman. 

Ira  Moore.  Samuel  J.  Bullock. 

PrictiUt, 

Gustavus  D.Bates.  George  A.  Wheeler. 

George  W.  Dean.  Willard  10.  Clark. 

H.  Carlton  Cheever.  George  T.  Keith. 

J.  S.  P.  Wheeler.  Samuel  P.  Allen. 

Edwin  L.  Hill.  Xoahdiah  P.  Johnson. 

Bernard  Paine.  Oliver  Howard. 

Josiab  R.  Fletcher.  D.  Swansea  Lewis. 

John  Humphrey.  William  A.  Marshall. 

Luthor  Rugg.  Lunas  A.  Menilell. 

Simson  S.  Sanborn.  Webster  H.  Pierce. 

Augustus  Remick.  Henry  L.  Reed. 

Fred.  0.  Ellis.  Hiram  N.  Walker. 

George  B.  Uanoa.  Charles  H.  W.  Gould. 

Elias  V.  LyoD.  Charles  Record. 

Francis  T.  Crafts.  Charles  F.  Stuart. 

John  E.  Bryant.  Eben  W.  Fuller. 

.Abraham  G.  R.  Uale.  Marcellus  G,  Howard. 

Henry  C.  Houghton.  Albert  K.  Winship. 

Charles  W.  MoMaboo.  Emory  G.  Wetherbcee. 

William  R.  Osborne.  John  D.  Billings. 

Jobu  W.  Prentiss.  Darius  Hadley. 

Theodore  Rodman.  Albert  F.  Ring. 
Calvin  Pratt. 

The  large  number  of  pupils  of  this  school  that  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  their  country  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  reflects  honor  upon  the  institution.  The 
love  of  country  has  ever  had  a  prominent  place  upon 
its  banner. 
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Old  Landmarks. — The  ancient  house  that  fronts 
on  Central  Square,  opposite  the  town  hall,  and  now 
known  as  the  Dr.  Washburn  house,  has  an  interest- 
ing iiistory.  It  was  built  by  Rev.  Benjamin  Allen, 
the  first  minister  of  tlio  parish  (in  1717),  and  was 
occupied  by  him  as  the  parsonage  for  several  years. 
Subsequently  it  was  purchased  by  Col.  Josiah  Edson, 
the  Tory,  who  kept  it  as  an  inn.  It  was  from  this 
house  that  Col.  Edson  started  upon  a  Sunday  moin- 
inir,  on  horseback,  to  join  the  British  never  to  re- 
turn. Subsequently  the  place  was  owned  by  Maj. 
Isaac  Lazell  and  was  kept  as  a  tavern,  and  it  was 
tlius  occupied  from  the  days  of  the  Revolution  until 
1825.  The  garden  connected  with  tlie  house  ex- 
tended with  offsets  to  the  old  store  now  occupied  by 
Hooper  &  Clark.  This  house  was  headquarters  on 
public  occasions,  and  had  a  traditional  popularity  for 
good  dinners,  that  are  still  remembered  by  a  few  of 
our  oldest  citizens. 

JIaj.  Lazell  died  in  ISIO,  but  his  widow  continued 
to  occupy  it  until  about  1833,  when  Capt.  Abram 
Washburn  purcliased  it.  Dr.  Nahum  Washburn 
purchased  it  in  1840  and  occupied  it  until  his  death, 
and  it  is  still  owned  by  his  widow. 

The  old  store  of  the  Bridgewater  Iron  Company 
stands  upon  the  site  of  the  first  store  that  we  have 
any  knowledge  of  in  town.  Col.  Edson  kept  a  store 
in  a  small  building  upon  this  site,  and  about  the  close 
of  the  Revolution  Isaac  and  Nathan  Lazell  carried 
on  business  here,  and  in  connection  with  the  iron- 
works had  a  lively  trade  in  old  Jamaica  and  New 
England  rum.  The  first  store  was  moved  to  the  old 
Shaw  place,  where  it  still  is  connected  wiili  that 
house.  The  present  store  was  built  in  17U8,  but 
has  been  several  times  enlarged. 

Formerly    the    most    antiquated    and    remarkable 
dwelling  in  the  town  was  the  Sloan   house,  originally 
built  by  Benjamin   Ilayward  before  1700   and  oceu- 
jiied  by  his  son,  Hczekiah,  and  by  his  sou,  IKzckiah,  i 
Jr.,  and  Calvin   Hay  ward,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Sloan. 
The  house  was  framed  from   the  primeval  oak,  of  a  i 
size  that   is   usually   used    for   whip  timber.      It   was 
two   stories   front,   and   the   floor   dropped    one  step 
below    tlic    level    of   the   ground.     The    large    front  , 
rooms   were   for   many   years   a   museum  of  curious  l 
paintings  that  were  made  by  Samuel  Sloan.     These 
rooms  were  filled  with  pictures,  many  of  them   por- 
traits of  distinguished  characters,  most  of  them  were 
]iainted    from    imagination.        The    landscape    scenes 
with  cattle,  a  death-bed  sceue,  and  a  view  of  winged 
spirits    soaring    heavenward   were    among    the    most 
remarkable.      Mr.  Sloan   died   some  years   before   his 
wife,  and  the  widow  exhibited  the  paintings  to  crowds 


of  visitors  for  a  fee  during  the  last  years  of  her  life. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sloan  the  paintings  were 
sent  to  Ohio,  where  some  relatives  resided.  The 
ancient  house  was  demolished  several  years  since, 
and  nothing  now  remains  but  the  cellar  to  mark 
what  was  once  one  of  the  prominent  and  notable 
dwellings  of  the  ancient  town. 

The  store  ou  the  corner  of  Central  Square  and 
Broad  Street,  owned  by  J.  E.  Crane,  was  built  by 
Edward  Mitchell  (who  owned  the  ailjoining  [lale  es- 
tate) in  1804.  He  sold  out  to  James  Allen  and 
Mitchell  Keith  in  1814.  Morton  Eddy  was  the  pro- 
prietor in  1821,  and  was  connected  with  the  store 
with  but  little  interruption  until  1843,  since  which 
time  it  has  been  occupied  by  J.  E.  Crane.  The  .sec- 
ond story  was  added  in  1825.  Seth  Conant  was  the 
builder.  It  was  moved  back  six  feet  in  1858,  wiiieh 
much  improved  the  narrow  passage  of  the  street  at 
this  corner. 

The  hotel  on  Central  Square,  kept  by  L.  D.  Mon- 
roe, was  built  by  Maj.  Johnson,  of  East  Bridgewater, 
and  was  moved  by  Capt.  Abram  Washburn  to  the 
present  site  in  1827.  Capt.  Asa  Pratt  was  the  first 
landlord,  and  after  a  few  years  retired  to  the  old 
Pratt  Tavern,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.  Uriah 
Sampson  was  for  a  number  of  years  the  popular  land- 
lord. The  stage  lines  that  centred  here  brouirht  a 
goodly  number  of  passengers,  and  the  house  had  a 
lively  business.  Holmes  &  Eaton  wore  the  successors 
of  Mr.  Sampson  for  a  few  years,  and  Edward  Mitchell 
was  then  at  the  head  of  the  house  for  nearly  fifteen 
years,  adding  a  third  story  to  it  in  1841).  Mr. 
Mitchell  retired  from  the  business  in  1858. 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Mitchell  was  Mr.  Prouty. 
Theodore  Gould  followed  Mr.  Prouty  and  made  some 
improvements,  adding  the  piazza  and  veranda  to  the 
front.  Jo.'*iah  L.  Bassett  kept  the  house  two  years, 
and  was  succeeded  by  N.  II.  Dun|)he  about  18GG, 
who  soon  sold  the  house  to  Mrs.  Hull,  who  kept  it  for 
six  years,  when  Simeon  Mitchell,  the  present  owner, 
became  the  purchaser.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Monroe 
has  had  charge  of  the  house  and  has  pioved  a  very 
popular  landlord.  Since  this  house  was  erected  eveiy 
tree  in  sight  of  it  upon  the  t:reen  has  been  planted, 
and  the  village  has  grown  from  a  cluster  of  little 
more  than  a  dozen  houses  to  its  present  proportions. 

Town  Hall. — The  first  town  hall  stood  on  the  site 
of  the  New  Jerusalem  Cliureh,  and  after  being  occu- 
pied for  a  few  years  was  sold,  and  the  present  town 
hall  was  built  in  1843.  David  Bartlutt  w.is  the 
builder.  A  portion  of  the  roofing  timbers  lell  whc;n 
it  was  being  raised,  and  several  workmen  had  narrow 
escape  from  serious  injury. 
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The  Beza  Haywurd  house  was  built  by  the  father  | 
of  Beza  Huywurd,  Naihan  Hayward,  1715,  and  was 
occupied  by  Hon.  Beza  Hayward,  a  distinguislied 
citizeu,  who  was  teaclier,  preacher,  representative, 
senator,  councilor,  and  register  of  probate.  Judge 
Mitchell,  the  historian,  was  fitted  for  college  in  this 
house.  It  is  situated  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
town,  and  now  owned  by  Sarah  Turner. 

The  Shaw  house,  built  by  Rev.  John  Shaw  in  1740, 
has  been  the  home  of  five  generations,  and  is  still  in 
good  repair.  It  should  be  preserved  as  a  memorial  of 
its  honored  builder. 

The  Capt.  Abram  Washburn  house,  which  was 
built  in  1770,  by  Capt.  Washburn,  of  Revolutionary 
fame,  and  was  the  home  of  his  son,  Capt.  Abram 
Washburn,  is  situated  on  Central  Square,  and  is  now 
owned  by  Mr.  0.  B.  Cole,  the  druggist. 

The  Withington  house  was  built  by  Col.  Josiah 
Edson,  the  Tory,  for  his  son,  Josiah  Edson,  Jr.,  about 
17G5  ;  now  occupied  by  A.  F.  Hooper. 

There  are  fifty  houses  now  standing  in  town  that 
have  been  built  one  hundred  years,  each  of  which 
would  furnish  material  for  an  interesting  sketch,  did 
space  permit. 

Jouraalism. — The  first  newspaper  published  in 
Bridgewater  was  issued  from  a  building  standing  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  J.  B.  Rogers  as  a  hardware- 
store,  by  Christopher  A.  Hack,  and  entitled  We,  the 
Peuple.  Its  publication  was  commenced  about  the 
year  1835,  and  continued  here  about  two  years.  No 
other  enterprise  in  this  line  wa.s  projected  until  March 
11,  187B,  when  Mr.  Henry  T.  Pratt  commenced  the 
publication  (in  connection  with  a  job-printing  oflSce 
establi.-ihed  about  that  time)  of  a  twelve-column 
weekly,  called  The  Every  SalurJai/.  This  enter- 
prise was  received  so  favorably  by  the  citizens  that  in 
December  of  the  same  year  an  enlargement  was  made, 
and  the  name  changed  to  The  Jiridyewuler  Independ- 
ent. Under  this  head  it  was  continued  until  June 
3,  1880,  when  Mr.  Pratt  retired  from  the  field,  de- 
voting his  attention  to  the  job  department.  After  a 
short  delay  it  again  became  a  candidate  for  public 
patronage,  under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Joseph  Tuoker, 
who  enlarged  it  to  thirty-two  columns,  and  continued 
its  publication  until  Dec.  1,  188!!,  when  Mr.  James 
M.  CiJOiubs,  of  JMiddleboro',  became  its  proprietor  by 
purch;ise.  A  few  months  later  a  transfer  was  made 
to  Mr.  C.  E.  Liufield,  who  at  present  is  conducting  its 
publication. 

In  1882,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  the  Superior 
Court  was  permitted  to  liold  one  or  more  terms  by 
adjouniinent  annually  in  Bridgewater.  The  town 
made  such  preparation  as  was  uecessary  for  the  ac- 


commodation of  the  court  at  the  town  hall,  which 
gave  special  satisfaction.  Several  sessions  have  been 
held  here,  and  in  case  a  half  shire-town  should  be 
deemed  advisable,  the  central  situation  of  Bridge- 
water  renders  it  probable  that  it  may  become  ulti- 
mately the  half  shire  of  the  county.  The  past  few 
years  have  made  many  changes,  and  a  large  number 
of  men  of  prominence  have  been  removed  by  death. 
While  we  note  these  inevitable  marks  of  time,  it  is 
pleasant  to  record  the  virtues  of  some  who  have  left 
their  impress  as  w<jrthy  of  a  place  in  the  annals  of 
the  town.  The  town  has  never  made  that  rapid 
growth  that  has  distinguished  the  "  North  Parish" 
(now  Brockton),  but  what  the  old  town  lacks  in  en- 
terprise and  push  is  made  up  in  the  character  and 
stability  of  its  people.  There  has  been  much  of  im- 
provement to  note  within  the  memory  of  the  middle- 
aged,  and  we  predict  for  the  old  town  a  steady  onward 
progress  in  those  qualities  of  loyal  and  patriotic  citi- 
zenship that  have  distinguished  her  career  during  the 
past  two  hundred  years. 

Bridgewater  has  a  traditional  reputation  for  a  love 
of  music,  and  for  many  years  sustained  an  organiza- 
tion which  was  highly  creditable  to  the  taste  and  skill 
of  those  connected  with  it.  The  "  Bridgewater  Sing- 
ing Society"  was  organized  about  1830,  and  held 
regular  meetings  for  many  years.  It  was  led  for 
many  years  by  Mr.  Martin  Shaw,  and  among  those 
active  in  its  history  were  Capt.  Edwin  Keith,  Caleb 
Christian,  Philo  Keith,  Asa  P.  Keith,  Seth  Pratt,  Jr., 
Lloyd  Parsons,  Solomon  Keith,  E.  H.  Keith,  Fred. 
Crane,  Soranus  and  Lewis  Weutworth,  Simeon  D. 
Wood,  Calvin  B.  Pratt,  Dr.  Samuel  Alden,  Morton 
Eddy,  Williams  Latham.  The  Boston  Academy's 
Collection  of  Choruses,  and  like  compositions,  were 
sung  with  a  spirit  and  power  now  quite  unknown  in 
this  vicinity,  sustained  by  a  full  orchestra  of  stringed 
and  reed  instruments.  The  science  of  music  was  en- 
couraged in  quite  early  times  by  some  of  the  citizens, 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  Lewis  Edson, 
born  in  this  town  (17-48),  was  the  author  of  the  tunes 
'•  Bridgewater"  and  "  Lenox,"  that  have  been  long 
admired  by  lovers  of  sacred  psalmody.  Mr.  Edson 
removed  to  New  York  State,  where  he  died  in  1825. 

Maximilian  Hall  was  a  teacher  of  music  and  an 
organist  for  forty  years  in  town.  He  was  a  bachelor, 
a  native  of  Raynham,  and  died  Nov.  1,  1867,  aged 
seventy-seven  years. 

Bridgewater  has  for  nearly  three  generations   been 
distinguished   as   an   educational  centre,  and   is  sur- 
passed by  few  towns  in  the  commonwealth  in  its  nat- 
ural attractions.       For  many  years  there   has   been 
'  special  care  bestowed  in  adorning   the  streets   with 
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sliade-trees.     The  square  in  the  centre  is  handsomely  i 
iin;l(>.sed  with  a  stone  and  iron  fence,  and  the  exuber-  i 
aut  foliage  that  graces  its  walks  adds  a  charui  to  the  \ 
neighborhood.      The    public    buildings    and    private  | 
residences,  though  modest  and  unpretending,  have  an  ' 
air  of  neatness  and  good   taste.     The  hotel  fronting  | 
upon    the   green    is   pleasantly  situated,   aifording    a 
comfortable  home  for  transient  vibitors.     The  public 
library,  town  hall,  academy,  normal  school,  and  five 
churches   in   the  central  village  are  the  chief  public  | 
buildings.     In   its  early  settlement  it  had  an   estab-  I 
lished   character   for   the  promotion   of  religion   and 
sound  learning.     Good  order  and  sobriety  have  over 
prevailed,  and  the  Pilgrim  name  has  been   held  with 
reverence  and  veneration.     The  cherished  institutions 
planted  by  the  fathers  have  been  sustained  and  per- 
petuated by  their  posterity,  and  their  influence  is  re- 
flected in  the  character  and  intelligence  of  the  people. 
Possessed  of  such  an  inheritance,  may  no  cloud  ob- 
scure the  bright  future,  and  may  the  kind  Providence 
that  wa.s  so  the  guide  of  our  fathers   preserve  and 
transmit  still  richer  legacies  to  our  children's  children. 
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NAUUM    STETSON. 

Nahum  Stetson  is  a  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  Cornet  Robert  Stetson,  of  Scituate 
(1634),  one  of  the  most  noted  and  valuable  men  in 
Plymouth  Colony,  and  who  held  many  offices  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust.  The  line  is  Cornet  Robert ', 
Robert',  Lsaac^  John',  Abisha',  Abisha',   Nahum'. 

"  The  Stetson  name  stands  deservedly  high  in  the 
esteem  of  the  public,  and  it  is  believed  none,  with  the 
same  advantages,  can  present  a  greater  array  of  liien 
of  worth  and  influence.  The  family  has  been  a  noted 
one  from  the  fact  that  its  members  have  been  very 
extensively  engaged  in  the  iron  bu.siness  ('  1720.  The 
town  of  Scituate  granted  two  acres  of  land  on  Indian 
Head  River  to  Joseph  Barstow  and  Benjamin  Stet- 
son for  accommodation  of  a  funje  and  Jiiicr}j.' — Ex- 
tract from  Records),  and  yet  rank  among  the  fore- 
most of  those  in  this  business  in  Plymouth  County, 
or  even  in  Massachusetts.  Few  families,  probably, 
have  been  more  noted  for  mechanical  ingenuity,  and 
some  of  its  prominent  members  hold  important  posi- 
tions as  superintendents  of  forges  and  rolling-mills. 
Sir.  Abiuha  Stetson  (who  died  in  East  Bridgewater), 
his  sou,  Nahum  Stetson,  the  family  of  Mr.  Dyer 
Robinson,  of  Taunton,  which  is  connected  with   this. 


and  Mr.  Jonathan  Stetson  have  been  names  well 
known  to  the  business  community,  and  for  activity 
and  enterprise  have  few  superiors." 

Abisha  Stetson  (sixth  generation)  was  bijrn  in  1794, 
and  died  in  1842.  He  began  life  a  poor  buy,  and 
learned  the  millwright's  trade,  in  company  with  Jacob 
Perkins.  Afterwards  they  became  connected  in  busi- 
ness, and,  for  many  years,  until  his  death,  were  part- 
ners in  the  house  of  Lazell,  Perkins  li  Co.  .Mr. 
Stetson,  in  company  with  his  brother,  JuiKithun,  and 
Mr.  Perkins,  started  the  Marshfield  Cotton-Factury, 
and  afterwards  he  was  manager  uf  a  similar  factory  in 
East  Bridgewater.  For  many  years  he  bad  charge 
of  a  blast-furnace  and  cotton-factory  in  Kingston. 
He  was  agent  of  the  cotton-factory  in  nan.-^un,  alio 
of  the  Anchor  Works.  He  was  extensively  known, 
possessed  great  business  energy  and  capacilies,  and 
held  an  honored  place  among  his  associates.  His 
children  were  all  by  his  first  wife,  Alice,  dau;.;litei-  of 
Ezra  Allen,  whom  he  married  in  1704. 

Nahum  Stetson,  second  son  of  Abisha  and  .\lice 
(Allen)  Stetson,  was  born  in  East  Bridgewater,  iMuss., 
Aug.  21,  1807.  Receiving  the  educatiotjal  advan- 
tages of  the  public  schools,  and  two  years'  attendance 
at  the  academy  at  Bridgewater,  he  went  to  the  town 
of  Boston  in  1821,  and  remained  a  short  lime  as 
clerk  iu  a  mercantile  house.  At  the  aue  of  eighteeTi 
years  (Nov.  28,  1825),  he  entered  the  store  of  La- 
zell, Perkins  &  Co.,  of  Bridgewater,  where  he  de- 
veloped a  capacity  for  business  that  rapidly  hastentd 
hia  promotion  to  a  prominent  place  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  company.  Having  won 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  employers  in  all  the 
positions  which  he  tilled,  he  succeeded  to  the  treas- 
urership  of  the  company,  which  oiiice  was  made  vacant 
by  the  death  of  Nathan  Lazell,  J'ls(|.,  in  18155.  To 
the  energy  and  good  judgment  of  Mr.  Stetson  may 
be  attributed  much  of  the  success  that  has  been  at- 
tained by  this  great  enterprise  during  the  pasi  foity 
years.  The  reputation  which  the  company  aciiuired 
for  honorable  dealing  carried  it  through  the  great 
panics  of  1837  and  1857,  and  its  credit  h;is  ever 
been  unquestioned.  The  business  organization  of  the 
"  Bridgewater  Iron-Works"  is  the  same  as  when  Mr. 
Stetson  first  became  connected  with  it,  but  not  one  of 
the  original  stockholders  are  living,  and  every  build- 
ing has  been  rebuilt.  In  addition  to  the  financial 
oversight  of  the  Bridgewater  Iron  Company,  Mr. 
Stetson  was  chosen  treasurer  of  the  Weymouth  Iron 
Company  iu  1837,  which  position  he  now  holds.  In 
184G  he  took  the  Parker  Mills  (Tremont  Iron- 
Works),  in  Wareham  ;  was  agent,  treasurer,  and  clerk 
up  to  the  time  they  ceased  operation,  about    1874. 
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At  these  works  was  made,  iu  1846,  the  first  railroad 
iron  manufactured  in  New  fiDglaod.  The  rails  were 
used  on  the  Old  Colouy  road  ;  they  have  been  woru 
out,  replaced  by  new  ones,  and  Mr.  Stetson  is  now 
buying  thorn  in  to  make  over.  In  1848,  Mr.  Stetson 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Dean  Cotton-Ma- 
chine  Company,  of  Taunton  ;  was  made  it.s  president, 
and  continued  until  the  close  of  the  organization, 
twenty-five  year.-i.  He  never  luissed  a  meeting  of 
either  directors  or  stockholders  during  this  time,  and 
presides  at  each  one,  driving  ten  miles  in  order  to  bo 
present.  He  was  director  of  Bristol  County  Bank, 
Taunton,  from  1835  till  1852.  He  was  then  eho.sen 
president  of  the  same,  but  the  pressure  of  business 
forbade  him  carrying  this  additional  labor  and  respon- 
sibility, and  he  resigned  both  offices  at  the  end  of  one 
year,  during  which  time  his  strongly-marked  signature 
was  placed  on  twenty  thousand  bills.  He  was  also 
an  incorporator,  and  director  for  many  years,  of  the 
Taunton  Locomotive- Works,  and  Wiis  elected  their 
president  in  1883,  to  succeed  Samuel  L.  Crocker. 
In  1854  he  purchased  the  works  of  the  Providence 
Iron  Company,  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  was  con- 
nected with  it  as  president  until  1874.  For  forty 
years  he  has  been  director  of  the  Old  Colony  Iron- 
works of  East  Taunton.  He  was  one  of  the  prime 
movers  and  incorporators  of  the  Fall  River  Railroad, 
of  which  he  was  a  director  until  its  consolidation  with 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad. 

Mr.  Stetson  has  supported  with  all  the  energy  of 
his  nature  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties  ;  was 
elected  to  represent  Bridgewater  in  1838-39,  but  hb 
extensive  private  interests  have  precluded  his  further 
acceptance  of  political  official  positions. 

He  married,  Nov.  13,  182S,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Rev.  George  and  Sarah  (Barstow)  Barstow,  of  Han- 
son. They  had  three  childreu  attaining  maturity, — 
George  B.,  born  October,  1830  (married  Mary  Sum- 
ner, of  I'awtucket,  and  died  in  Havana,  August,  1883, 
of  yellow  fever;  they  had  three  children, — George 
W.,  John  M.,  and  Nahum^.  George  W.  married 
Clara,  daughter  of  Senator  Webster  Wagner,  of  Wag- 
ner car  fame,  and  has  two  children,  Ethel  and  Web- 
ster, thus  making  Mr.  Stetson  a  great-grandfather) ; 
John  M.,  now  clerk  for  Mr.  Stetson  at  Bridgewater 
(married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  C.  Swan,  of 
West  Bridgewater,  and  has  two  childreu, — Mary  L. 
and  Harriet  S.)  ;  Nahum '  is  head  salesman  for  Steiu- 
way  &.  Co.,  in  New  York  (married  Cora  May,  of 
New  Y'^ork,  and  has  one  child, — Leonard  S.).  Na- 
hum, Jr.,  is  iu  charge  of  the  New  York  business  of 
the  Bridgewater  Iron  Company,  and,  during  their 
existence,  of  the  Parker  Mills  (married  Alice  Ames, 


of  West  Bridgewater,  and  has  Thomas  Ames,  Nata- 
lie, and  Paul).  William  B.  resides  iu  Boston  ;  is  clerk 
in  the  Boston  office  of  the  Bridgewater  Iron  Company 
(married  Etta  Caverly,  and  has  two  children, — Helen 
and  William  Herbert).  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Stetson  died 
Aug.  17,  1842.  Mr.  Stetaon  married,  July  4,  1S43, 
Lucy  A.  F.  Barstow.  The  childreu  of  this  marriage 
are  Lucy  A.  (married  Zena  H.  Kelly,  of  Raynhain  ; 
they  have  four  children, — Helen,  Lucy,  Sarah,  and 
Julia)  and  Helen  F. 

While  Mr.  Stetson  has  been  so  engrossed  in  great 
business  enterprises,  he  has  been  active  iu  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  on  his  large  and  productive  farm 
have  been  raised  some  of  the  best  blooded  cattle,  he 
having  early  introduced  some  splendid  stock  from 
Daniel  Webster's  farm  at  Marshticld.  For  many 
years  his  horticultural  exhibits  at  the  county  fair 
were  unsurpassed,  and  his  extensive  greenhouses 
have  largely  contributed  to  the  delight  of  his  numer- 
ous visitors,  among  whom  he  has  had  the  pleasure  of 
entertaining  Dauiel  Webster,  Robeit  C.  Winthrop, 
and  others  of  national  reputation.  The  life  of  Mr. 
Stetson  has  been  one  of  indefatigable  industry,  and 
only  by  the  most  methodical  arrangements  could  he 
have  accomplished  such  a  large  amount  of  work. 

In  all  local  affairs  of  public  interest  Mr.  Stetson 
has  cheerfully  given  his  aid,  being  one  of  the  most 
liberal  supporters  of  the  First  Congregational  (Unita- 
rian) Society,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  largest  subscribers  for  the  building  of 
the  new  academy.  He  is  closing  his  seventy-seventh 
year,  yet  his  mind  is  as  powerful,  his  eyes  are  as  keen, 
his  step  is  as  active,  and  he  still  toils  as  in  ihe  prime 
of  life.  Cautious  and  shrewd  as  a  business  man, 
righteous  in  every  act,  of  highest  integrity  and  signal 
ability,  rich  in  experience,  large-hearted,  of  great 
energy,  faithful  in  all  his  relations,  above  fear  and 
beyond  reproach, — such  are  the  qualities  which  all 
who  know  him  award  to  Mr.  Stetson. 


JAMES   FERGUSON. 


James  Ferguson,  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Graham)  Ferguson,  was  born  in  Annan,  Scotland, 
Aug.  12,  1812.  His  immediate  ancestry  for  several 
generations  were  independent  farmers  of  Aunan,  and 
derived  their  descent  from  Fergus  I.,  who  assisted  the 
Scots  to  drive  out  the  Plots  from  Scotland,  about 
A.D.  350,  and  for  his  services  was  elected  by  the 
Scots  as  their  king.  He  was  drowned  at  a  venerable 
age  while  crossing  a  loch,  in  the  year  404.  Accord- 
ing to  the  ScandiDaviau  custom,  his  sons  took  the 
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name  FcrgussoD.  This  is  the  nomenclature  of  all  his 
male  descendants  in  Scotland,  although  some  branches 
use  but  one  "  s."  "  Fergus"  signifies  "  a  brave  chief- 
tain," and  the  family  has  been  one  of  Scotland's 
noblest,  and  some  of  this  line  are  high  in  the  peerage, 
and  closely  allied  to  the  ruling  iUniily  of  England. 
They  have  been  eminent  in  science,  literature,  and 
mechanics.  Of  hardy,  energetic  nature,  they  have 
taken  a  pronounced  part  in  all  the  wars  in  which 
Scotland  has  been  engaged  from  the  time  the  fuundur 
of  the  name  fought  against  the  Picta,  Britons,  and 
Romans. 

When  James  was  fifteen  years  old  he  wxs  bound 
as  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  millwright  and  ma- 
chinist's trade  for  five  years,  according  to  the  Scottish 
custom.  His  apprenticeship  was  within  six  months 
of  expiration,  when  it  was  terminated  by  his  ma.ster'3 
death.  Believing  the  New  World  afforded  larger 
scope  for  his  capabilities,  in  company  with  an  older 
brother  and  two  other  friends  he  sailed  for  New  York, 
where  lie  arrived  Jul}'  1,  1832.  He  was  not  twenty 
years  old.  His  brother  went  up  the  Hudson  to  se- 
cure employment,  and  James  was  left  dependent  on 
his  own  resources.  He  had,  however,  a  letter  of  in- 
troduction, given  by  a  gentleman  in  Scotland  to  his 
cousin,  "  somewhere  in  America."  Paterson,  N.  J., 
had  even  then  extensive  iron  works,  and  on  the 
morning  of  July  3d  James  started  across  the  Ho- 
boken  Ferry  to  walk  there,  a  distance  of  twenty-one 
miles.  This  was  no  hard  task  for  the  vigorous  Scotch 
youth,  and,  walking  leisurely,  he  arrived  at  Paterson 
about  dusk.  A  fine-looking  old  gentleman  was  lean- 
ing out  of  a  window  which  he  passed.  A  strong  im- 
pression caused  James  to  think  that  this  was  the  man 
to  whom  he  had  the  letter  of  introduction.      He  ran 

up  the  steps  and  inquired  if  Mr.  was  at  home. 

Strange  to  say  it  was  the  very  man,  and  he  hearing 
the  Scotch  accent  of  the  young  man,  hastened  to  the 
door  and  drew  him  into  the  house,  and  received  and 
entertained  him  with  true  Scottish  hospitality.  A 
position  was  soon  secured  by  James  as  pattern-maker 
and  machinist.  At  Paterson  he  worked  two  years, 
during  which  time  his  skill  and  energy  had  attracted 
attention,  and  he  was  offered,  in  1834,  a  situation  in 
Fall  River  by  Charles  Proctor,  as  superintendent  of 
the  erection  of  machinery  for  calico-printing.  This 
Fall  River  work  continued  about  two  years,  wheu  he 
went  to  Taunton  to  superintend  the  erection  of  mu- 
cluMcry  for  the  Rristol  Print- Works.  In  this  he  was 
engaged  about  ten  years.  Returning  to  Fall  River,  he 
was  for  seven  years  putting  up  machinery  in  the 
Globe  Print-Works  for  William  and  George  Chaffee. 

From  there  Mr.  Ferguson  returned  to  Taunton  as 


superintendent  of  a  new  machine-shop  for  '■  Taunton 
Foundry  and  Machine  Company."  The  shop  was 
constructed  under  his  direction,  and  in  addition  to 
general  foundry  and  machinists'  work  they  made 
specialties  of  manufacturing  steam-engines  and  ma- 
chinists' tools.  Mr.  Ferguson  was  al:50  the  designer 
of  all  the  plans  used.  Under  his  vigurou.s  t-upcrin- 
tcndence  the  company  was  prosperous.  While  assist- 
ing some  of  his  men  one  day  one  of  hi.--  feet  was 
crushed  so  badly  as  to  lose  one-half  of  it,  ho  him- 
self cutting  off  the  mangled  part  before  a  surgeon 
arrived.  After  several  years'  connection  with  this 
foundry  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Bridgewater 
Iron  Company  in  185C  as  superintendent  of  their 
extensive  business.  For  twenty-eight  years  he  has 
'  been  identified  with  this  company  and  a  resident  of 
!  Bridgewater.  His  stronfr  inherited  constitution,  his 
■  indomitable  perseverance,  and  his  wonderful  energy 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  company's  success. 
At  tiie  breaking  out  of  the  great  civil  war  there 
were  four  large  forges  in  existence  in  America,  and 
the  Bridgewater  Iron-Works  was  crowded  with  work. 
There  was  a  demand  for  heavy  machinery  and  forg- 
ings  in  connection  with  naval  construction  for  the 
government  hitherto  unprecedented  in  iron  manu- 
facture. The  Bridgewater  forge  was  insufficient  for 
the  demand,  and  the  company  obtained  branch  works 
in  Taunton,  Fall  River,  Providence,  and  Boston, 
making  a  total  of  seven  large  establishments  under 
Mr.  Ferguson's  personal  superintendence,  with  an 
army  of  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  hundred  employes. 
Few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  responsible  position. 
Ericsson,  the  noted  inventor  of  the  monitors,  found 
the  Bridgewater  Iron  Company  an  efiicient  aid  in  his 
great  enterprises,  and,  under  Mr.  Ferguson's  direc- 
tion, some  of  the  most  difficult  work  was  sueces=fully 
accomplished.  They  furnished  all  the  wrought  iron 
work  for  the  famous  "  Monitor,"  "  Dictator,"  and 
"  Puritan."  They  made  steam  cylinders,  condensers, 
and  all  the  heavy  works  for  many  other  vessels  con- 
structed for  the  government,  and  did  a  vast  amount 
of  forging  for  the  Delematers,  Morgans,  and  other 
large  ship-builders.  To  give  this  immense  quantity 
of  work  the  proper  supervision  re(|uired  not  only  a 
complete  mastery  of  all  details  of  the  business,  but 
great  nerve  and  iron  constitution.  Month  after 
month,  yea,  year  after  year,  Mr.  Ferguson  gave  his 
nights  as  well  as  days  to  this.  After  working  at 
Bridgewater  all  day,  he  would  drive  to  Taunton,  in- 
spect the  works  there,  then  go  to  Fall  River,  Boston, 
or  Providence,  and  buck  to  Bridgewater  to  commence 
work  with  the  men  in  the  morning.  Tliis  oversight 
was  continued  in   this  way  by  him   until   the  close  of 
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the  war,  and  probably  not  ooe  muu  in  a  thousaud 
could  have  survived  such  labor.  The  forcings  of 
some  portions  of  the  great  St.  Louis  bridge,  and  the 
shafts  of  many  of  the  immense  ocean  steamers  were 
also  made  under  his  direction. 

Mr.  Ferguson  married,  first,  Ann  Maria,  daugh- 
ter of  Albert  Herdur,  of  Flushing,  L.  I.  Tlicir 
children  were  Robert,  James,  Margaret  (deceased ; 
she  married,  first,  Epiiraim  Edson,  and  had  two 
cliildren  ;  second,  James  H.  Ferguson,  and  had  two 
children),  and  John.  Mr.  Ferguson  married,  second, 
Mary,  daugliter  of  John  and  Margaret  Hunter,  of 
Fall  River.  Tiieir  children  are  Joseph,  George, 
Mary,  and  Arthur. 

Robert  is  a  merchant  in  Bridgewater ;  James  is  a 
machinist  in  the  employ  of  Bridgewater  Iron  Cora- 
paoy ;  John  is  a  mason  and  bricklayer,  residing 
in  Baltimore ;  Joseph  is  assistant  superintendent 
and  mechanical  draughtsman  for  Bridgewater  Iron 
Company ;  George  is  engaged  in  the  monumental 
marble  business  in  Boston  ;  Mary,  whose  mother  died 
Aug.  "24,  1865,  is  housekeeper  for  her  father  ;  Arthur 
has  been  a  student  at  Harvard. 

Mr.  Ferguson  is  still  active,  and  his  capacity  for 
the  special  oversight  of  the  great  establishment  under 
his  charge  is  fully  equal  to  all  demands.  Positive  in 
his  likes  and  dislikes,  persistent  in  whatever  he  un- 
dertakes, firm  and  inflexible  in  his  convictions,  he  is 
one  whose  friendship,  warm  and  true,  is  most  highly 
prized.  As  a  citizen  he  is  held  in  great  esteem,  and 
generously  contributes  to  all  means  of  public  im- 
provement. He  is  a  Republican  politically,  and  an 
Orthodox  Congregatioualist  in  religion.  His  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren  hold  him  in  high  veneration, 
and  appreciate  in  no  small  degree  his  parental  devo- 
tion and  care.  Mr.  Ferguson's  life  may  be  truly 
called  oue  of  succes.s,  as  well  as  of  remarkable  activ- 
ity. His  ability,  in  his  chosen  field,  has  given  him 
a  place  among  the  leading  iron-workers  of  the  day. 


CALEB    F.  LEONAUD. 

Caleb  F.  Leonard,  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Hall) 
Leonard,  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  Oct.  15, 
1778.  Some  genealogists  claim  the  Leonards  to 
have  descended  from  Richard  Coeur  de  Leon  (Leoii- 
hardt).  All  authorities  unite  in  stating  that  they 
have  beeu  a  family  of  prominence  in  England  for 
many  generations,  coming  from  Leonard,  Lord  Dacre, 
of  England,  and  through  two  lines  from  Edward  III., 
viz.,  through  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster, 
and  Thomas  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  Gloucester.     The 


Leonard  families  have  been  noted  throughout  this 
country  and  Europe,  and  have  been  so  for  genera- 
tions, for  their  connection  with  iron  manufactures. 

From  old  records  in  the  family,  we  find  that  the 
first  Leonards  in  America  were  Solomon,  James,  and 
Henry,  brothers.  They  were  sons  of  Thomas  Leon- 
ard, of  Pontipool,  Wales,  a  place  famous  for  its  iron- 
works and  mines.  They  were  Puritans.  Solomon 
came  from  Holland,  probably  with  Rev.  John  Robin- 
son's congregation,  although  not  in  the  ''  Majflower." 
He  settled  first  in  Duxbury,  became  an  original  pro- 
prietor of  Bridgewater,  and,  with  four  of  his  children, 
John,  Jacob,  Isaac,  and  Mary,  settled  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town. 

James  and  Henry  settled  in  Lynn,  next  Braintree; 
and  in  1652,  at  a  town-meeting  held  in  Taunton,  Oc- 
tober 2d,  "  it  was  agreed  and  granted  to  the  said 
Henry  Leonard  and  James  Leonard,  his  brother,  and 
I  Ralph  Russell,  free  consent  to  come  hither  and  join 
I  certain  of  our  inhabitants  to  set  up  a  bloomery  on 
I  the  Two-Mile  River,"  and  to  dig  and  mine  ore  at 
Two-Mile  Meadows.  These  were  the  first  iron-works 
established  on  this  continent,  and  were  enlarged  from 
time  to  time,  and  subsequently  converted  into  a  furge 
for  making  anchors.  These  works  were  situated  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Raynham,  and  continued  in 
the  possession  of  the  Leonards  and  their  descendants 
over  one  hundred  years.  James  and  Henry,  attracted 
by  more  abundant  ores  in  New  Jersey,  removed 
thither  and  established  the  first  iron-works  in  that 
province.  Solomon  and  liis  descendants,  however, 
chose  agriculture  as  their  avocation,  and  those  claim- 
ing him  for  ancestor  are  numerous,  and  are  mostly 
diligent,  industrious  farmers.  Here  and  there  one 
has  gone  into  medicine  or  the  ministry,  but  these  are 
ihe  exceptions,  not  the  rule.  His  son,  Johu^,  had 
several  children,  his  youngest  son  being  Joseph'.  His 
son  Joseph*,  born  in  1697,  married  Mary  Packard, 
and  resided  on  the  beautiful  place  on  Nippcnickct 
Pond,  still  owned  and  occupied  by  their  descendants. 
His  son  David',  who  married,  in  1767,  Maiy  Hall, 
of  Taunton,  was  a  farmer  on  the  ancestral  estate,  and 
was  also  a  soldier  with  Gen.  Winslow  in  seizing  the 
neutral  French,  or  Acadians,  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  1755 
(see  Longfellow's  "Evangeline").  He  was  of  strong 
character,  active  and  vigorous,  father  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, and  generally  known  as  "  Squire"  Leonard. 

Caleb  F.  Leonard  (sixth  generation)  had  merely 
the  school  advantages  of  the  town  schools  of  the  day, 
as  he  had  to  be  the  farm-boy,  while  his  two  older 
brothers  were  attending  Brown  Univeroity,  where 
they  graduated.  He,  however,  made  diligent  use  of 
his  educational  opportunities,  and,  although  be  was 
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always  an  agriculturist,  was  greatly  interested  in  the 
public  men  and  measures  of  the  day,  a  reader  and  I 
thinker,  and  during  his  life  did  a  large  amount  of 
public  business  for  the  town.  He  had  a  commission 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  was  held 
in  more  than  ordinary  esteem  for  his  sound  judgment, 
clear-headedness,  and  integrity.  He  married,  July 
12,  1807,  Nancy  Thompson,  of  Middleboro'.  They 
had  three  children, —  Clementina  M.  (iMrs.  Levi 
Paine"),  James  M.,  and  Caroline  L.  (who  married, 
first.  George  Ward  ;  second.  Rev.  James  W.  Ward, — 
see  biograjihy  of  George  Ward,  in  history  of  Lakc- 
ville).  Mrs.  Paine  had  three  children, — Rev.  Levi 
L.,  D.D.,  now  senior  professor  at  Bangor  (Me.)  Theo- 
logical Seminary  (he  married,  July  29,  18G1,  Jennette 
Holmes)  ;  Bernard,  who  married  Eliza  Smith  Blos- 
som, Dec.  4,  1867,  and  has  been  for  some  years  pas- 
tor of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Sandwich,  Mass. ; 
and  Adelia  C.  (Mrs.  PI  P.  Stetson,  of  Walpolo). 
James  M.  Leonard  married  Jane  N.  Thompson,  of 
Rochester,  Mxss.  ;  their  children  are  Emma  F.,  Eliz- 
abeth M.  (wife  of  Rev.  T.  D.  Childs,  Home  Mis- 
sionary in  Kansas),  Mary  H.  (a  teacher  in  the 
State  Normal  School,  Bridgewater,  Mas.*.),  Clara  F. 
(wife  of  Dr.  C.  L  Fisher,  superintendent  of  Stale 
Almshouse,  Tewksbury,  Mass.),  James  H.  (married 
Mary  C.  Johnston;  is  a  practicing  lawyer  of  Elyria, 
Ohio),  Edith  (also  a  teacher  in  the  State  Normal 
School),  Caroline  L.  (wife  of  Rev.  Herbert  D.  Good- 
enough,  now  missioaary  of  Congregational  American 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  at  Natal,  South  Africa), 
Jennie  T.  (died  Jan.  25,  1S65,  aged  five  years). 

The  life  of  a  plain  farmer,  with  no  startling  events, 
no  striking  or  famous  acts,  is  apt  to  be  uneventful  so 
far  as  the  purposes  of  a  biographical  sketch  is  con- 
cerned, and  such  a  life  was  that  of  Caleb  F.  Leonard. 
And  yet  these  lives  are  the  foundation  and  super- 
structure of  society.  Day  follows  day,  year  succeeds 
year,  through  a  long,  useful  life,  where  lack  of  oppor- 
tunity for  display  did  certainly  not  create  in  him  a 
desire  for  it.  He  did  his  duty  well  in  all  the  varied 
relations  of  domestic,  social,  and  community  life,  and 
was  appreciated,  loved,  and  honored.  Of  extremely 
kind  and  sympathetic  nature,  he  was  so  tender-hearted 
that  a  tale  of  suffering  or  distress  would  bring  the 
tears  quickly  to  his  eyes,  and  so  energetic  as  at  once 
to  move  toward  relieving  that  suffering, — these  were 
prominent  traits.  Few,  if  any,  ever  appealed  to  him 
in  vain  for  charity,  or  for  friendly  sympathy  and  as- 
sistance, when  it  was  in  his  power  to  give.  Tenderly 
affectionate  in  his  family  relations,  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren were  bound  to  him  by  the  strongest  ties  of  love 
and  reverence.     As  a  neighbor,  friend,  and  citizen,  he 


was  so  genial,  social,  and  hospitable  in  his  disposition 
and  habits,  so  true,  honorable,  and  trustworthy,  that 
he  made  many  friends,  and  could  scarcely  have  had 
an  enemy,  lie  was  not  called  to  high  and  prominent 
public  oSicos,  but  in  the  positions  of  trust  and  influ- 
ence held  in  the  town  where  he  lived  and  died,  he 
earned  the  good  opinion  of  all.  Such  a  life,  quiet 
and  unostentatious  tiiough  it  be,  has  a  v;iluc  not  easily 
measured.  He  died  suddeni}',  July  S,  1S40,  '•  leav- 
ing no  memorial  but  a  world  made  better  for  his 
livin;'." 


THE     FOIiE.S     FAMILY. 

The  Fobes  family  in  Bridgewater  are  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  descending  probably  from  Rev.  John  Forbes, 
or  Fobes,  who  was  moderator  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  holden  at  Aberdeen,  July 
2,  1005.  His  son,  John ',  came  to  Plymouth  with  the 
remnant  of  Rev.  John  Robinson's  chureii  in  103U, 
settled  in  Duxbury,  and  came  to  Bridgewater  in  1051, 
among  the  first  settlers,  and  was  one  of  the  incorpo- 
rators of  the  town  of  Bridgewater.  His  descendants 
are  numerous.  He  married  Constant,  sister  of  Ex- 
perience Mitchell,  who  came  over  in  the  third  ship, 
"  Ann,"  iu  1623.  Edward^, second  son,  born  in  Bridge- 
water  in  1651,  died  in  1732,  aged  eighty-one  years. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Howard, — 
they  had  several  children.  John^,  the  oldest  scjm,  born 
in  Bridgewater  in  1679,  married  Abigail  Robinson,  of 
Taunton,  Aug.  15,  1704, — they  had  eight  children. 
John  died  Aug.  15,  1725.  Jcjsiah*,  son  of  John', 
married  Freelove,  daughter  of  Capt.  Ju-iah  ]']dson, 
March  5,  1739.  He  was  born  Sept.  6,  1710  ;  among 
his  numerous  children  were  Ezra^,  born  Jan.  21 ,  1751, 
and  Alpheus',  born  June  30,  1756.  Ezra'  nunried 
Mary  Shaw,  of  Raynham,  in  1776;  died  in  1S23,  aged 
seventy-two  years.  His  oldest  son,  Ezra'',  born  l^ee. 
31,  1785,  married  Hannah  Bassett,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Bassett,  Esq.,  June  19,  ISIO.  Their  children 
were  Franklin  B.,  Joseph  B.,  George  P.,  Hannah,  and 
Mary  S.  Alpheus*  married,  first,  Mohitable,  duugii- 
ter  of  Seth  Lathrop,  in  1781;  second,  Lucy,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Isaac  Backus;  the  oldest  and  youngest  j^ons 
of  this  second  marriage  were  Isaac'',  whose  daughter, 
Mary,  married  Franklin  Leach  (see  biography),  and 
Aretas*,  born  April  9,  1798.  Alpheus  died  April  12, 
1839,  aged  eighty-three  years.  Aretas"  married,  Feb. 
20,  1826,  Rowena,  daughter  of  Deacon  Edward  Paul, 
of  Taunton.  He  died  Oct.  30,  1873,  aged  seventy- 
five  years.  Their  children  were  Edwin  A.,  J'lllen  A., 
Martha  P.  (who  married  Dr.  Joseph  B.  Fobes), 
Franklin,  and  Nathan. 
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JOSEPH   BASSETT    FOBES,  M.D. 

Among  the  leading,  successful,  and  representative 
physicians  of  Plymouth  County,  who  began  active 
practice  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  and  to-day  are 
living  in  comfortable  physical  health  and  unimpaired 
vigor  of  mind,  must  be  mentioned  Dr.  Joseph  B. 
Fobes.  Descended  from  strong  Scotch  ancestry,  he 
inherited  much  of  the  vitality  of  the  liardy  Caledo- 
nian race.  Hia  parents  were  Deacon  Ezra  and 
Hannah  (Bassett)  Fobes,  and  he  was  born  in  Bridge- 
water,  Mass.,  Sept.  19,  1814.  He  is  a  direct  de- 
scendant from  one  of  the  original  proprietors  and 
incorporators  of  Bridgewater.  The  family  name  was 
originally  Forbes,  but  is  now  spelled  Fobes.  For 
several  generations  have  the  ancestors  of  the  doctor 
been  identified  with  the  development  and  improve- 
ment of  Bridgewater, — good  citizens,  law-abiding 
people,  serving  well  their  day  and  generation. 

Joseph  Bassett  Fobes,  M.D.,  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  Bridgewater  Academy,  studied  medicine  with 
Dr.  Louis  L.  Miller,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of  Harvard 
College  in  the  spring  of  1839.  In  May  of  the  same 
year  he  settled  in  Hanover,  and  engaged  in  medical 
practice.  This  was  before  the  day  of  specialties  in 
medicine,  and  the  county  practitioner  of  that  day  had 
to  be  well  versed  in  both  theory  and  practice  of  all 
branches  of  medicine  and  surgery.  The  young  phy- 
sician soon  made  many  friends  by  his  medical  skill 
and  winning  personal  traits  of  character,  and  built 
up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  For  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  he  was  actively  employed  in  attending 
to  an  extensive  range  of  patients  in  Hanover,  Pem- 
broke, Scituate,  South  Scituate,  Marshfield,  Hanson, 
Rockland,  etc.  He  was  a  close  student,  attended 
minutely  to  the  peculiar  manifestations  of  disease,  aa 
shown  in  different  individuals,  and  won  success.  No 
physician  ever  enjoyed  the  love  of  the  community 
more  than  he,  and  it  was  worthily  bestowed.  Care- 
ful, kind,  and  painstaking,  he  was  social,  yet  method- 
ical and  systematic.  The  people  had  great  confidence 
in  him,  and  by  his  diligent  though  arduous  en- 
deavors he  secured  the  esteem  of  the  best  element  of 
society.  His  counsels  and  advice  have  been  highly 
prized  by  his  professional  brethren.  He  has  been  for 
years  a  member  of  the  Plymouth  County  Medical 
Society,  and  also  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 
Dr.  Fobes  married  Jan.  4,  1853,  Martha  P.,  daugh- 
ter of  Aretas  and  Rowena  (Paul)  Fobes,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Bridgewater. 

His  faithful  labors  having  brought  him  failing 
health  and  a  need  for  rest,  and,  knowing  that  he  could 
no  longer  brave  with  impunity  the  hardships  iucident 


to  the  active  work  of  his  profession  and  the  demands 
he  could  not  refuse  from  his  old  patrons,  he  returned  to 
Bridgewater  in  1864,  but  from  the  numerous  calls  for 
his  services  here  bos  been  kept  in  constant  practice, 
although  he  refuses  to  give  night  visits.  In  18G7  he 
made  his  residence  where  he  now  resides,  and  has 
never  since  cared  to  move. 

Whig  and  Republican  in  political  belief,  he  has 
steadily  supported  the  nomination  of  those  parties 
without  being  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  political  wire- 
working.  Ho  has  been  favored  with  an  extremely 
fortunate  matrimonial  union,  and  both  he  and  Mrs. 
Fobes  are  prized  aa  valuable  acquisitions  to  the  social 
and  religious  circles  of  the  town.  They  are  connected 
with  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  doctor 
is  now  senior  warden. 

The  erection  and  furnishing  of  the  new  and  beau- 
tiful church  edifice  is  the  result  of  the  self-sacrifice, 
devotion,  and  liberality  of  a  few  persons,  and  not  the 
most  unimportant  of  them  are  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fobes. 

All  in  all.  Dr.  Fobes  stands  to-day  in  the  latter 
years  of  a  long  and  useful  life  an  esteemed  citizen,  a 
valued  friend,  and  a  credit  to  the  dignified  profession 
in  whose  service  he  has  passed  so  many  years. 


MARSHALL   CON  ANT. 


Among  those  who  have  had  the  charge  of  edu- 
cational interests  in  Plymouth  County,  and  proved 
faithful  to  that  duty,  there  has  been  no  worthier  rep- 
resentative than  Marshall  Conant,  who  was  a  teacher 
in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He  possessed  the  fine 
feelings  and  keen  perceptions  that  enabled  him  to 
understand  his  scholars  thoroughly,  heart  and  mind, 
and  could  fully  sympathize  with  all  the  difficulrics 
which  stand  in  the  way  of  many  struggling  students. 
His  heart,  his  home,  and  his  purse  were  open  to 
theio,  and  many  a  man  now  in  the  full  career  of 
prosperity  can  date  his  success  in  life  to  this  true- 
souled  Christian  man  and  teacher. 

Marshall  Conant  was  a  self-made  man,  having  had 
but  limited  advantages  for  education  at  the  common 
schools  near  the  New  England  farm  at  Pomfret,  Vt., 
where  he  was  born,  Jan.  5,  1801.  He  was  the  sixth 
son  in  a  family  of  twelve  children,  and  was  in  his  early 
years  trained  to  the  work  of  the  farm,  but  during  his 
hours  of  work  economized  every  moment,  and  when 
driving  a  team  to  plow  had  his  "  Euclid"  under  his 
arm,  and  when  the  horses  stopped  to  rest  he  studied 
geometry.  His  father  was  a  house-carpenter  as  well  as 
a  farmer,  and  he  became  accustomed  early  to  the  use  of 
tools,  which  he  used  with  wonderful  skill,  and  which 


826 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


served  him  well  id  lib  pursuit  after  learDiQ>:.  His  fa- 
miliarity with  tools  enabled  him  to  construct  the  in- 
struments which  were  required  in  his  mathematical 
studies  for  the  prosecution  of  his  researches,  and 
which  iu  his  circumstances  could  not  otherwise  have 
been  procured,  and  iu  his  youth,  while  on  the  farm, 
he  invented  and  constructed  a  quadrant  for  taking 
his  elevations,  a  clock  to  keep  his  time,  an  electrical 
machine  for  making  experiments  iu  electricity,  and  a 
planetarium  for  illustrating  the  movements  of  the 
heavenly  bodies.  He  was  a  sickly  boy,  and  these 
Were  his  amusements  when  he  was  unable  to  follow 
his  father  and  brothers  to  the  field.  It  was  here  that 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  accurate  mathematical 
and  astronomical  knowledge,  and  without  other  books 
than  were  supplied  by  the  common  scliools  and  the 
annual  almanac. 

He  commenced  his  first  work  as  a  teacher  at  Pom- 
fret,  Vt.,  where  his  compensation  was  twelve  dollars 
per  month,  and  the  pay  mostly  in  corn,  which,  how- 
ever, he  turned  to  good  account  by  purchasing  books  on 
subjects  relating  to  his  mathematical  and  astronomi- 
cal studies.  In  1824,  when  but  twenty-three  years 
old,  he  attempted  the  usual  mathematical  calculations 
of  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  and,  with  the  help  of  a 
quadrant  which  he  extemporized  for  tlie  occasion,  and 
the  clock  which  he  had  made  with  his  own  hands  to 
keep  the  time,  he  had  the  inexpressible  satisfaction 
of  finding  the  true  results.  Thenceforward  astronomy 
largely  occupied  his  attention,  and  for  many  years  he 
was  the  publisher  of  the  "  Vermont  Almanac,"  of 
whicli  about  one  thousand  copies  were  annually  issued. 
In  1825,  while  teaching  school  at  Alstead,  N.  H., 
and  "boarding  around,"  he  was  subjected  to  much 
exposure  during  a  stormy  winter,  and  was  prostrated 
by  severe  and  continued  sickness,  cough,  and  tender- 
ness of  the  lung.s,  which  clung  to  him  through  life; 
but  during  tiiis  illness  there  were  intervals  for  study, 
which  he  so  well  improved  that  when  he  resumed 
teaching  he  found  himself  with  vastly  increased  re- 
sources, which  soon  brought  with  them  reputation 
and  position.  During  this  sickness,  while  confined 
to  his  room,  and  mostly  to  his  bed,  he  succeeded  in 
solving  the  problem  of  the  principles  by  which  the 
laws  of  planetary  motion  were  governed,  without 
dreaming  that  it  was  one  of  acknowledged  difliculty. 
In  after-years,  when  he  became  familiar  with  books, 
he  learned  from  La  Laud's  "  Astronomy"  that  his 
problem  had  long  occupied  the  attention  of  learned 
men,  and  that  the  Astronomical  Society  of  Paris  had 
ottered  a  valuable  prize  ibr  its  solution.  His  feelings 
of  gratification  at  finding  his  figures  agreed  with  the 
accepted  demonstration,  may  well  be  imagined.     In 


1829,  when  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  he  opened  a 
select  school  in  Woodstock,  Vt.,  which  he  conducted 
with  great  success  for  five  years,  at  the  same  time 
studying  Latin,  Greek,  and  French.  He  gave  up  the 
school  to  go  to  Boston,  where  he  could  avail  himself 
of  the  libraries,  and  gain  access  into  scientific  circles, 
and  supported  himself  by  teaching  in  the  public 
schools. 

While  there  (1835)  he  married  Jliss  Roxanna 
Darling,  of  Woodstock,  Vt.,  one  oi'  his  former  pu- 
pils, henceforth  to  be  his  companion  iu  .iluJy  and  in 
labor,  a  fitting  helpmeet  in  every  good  work  of  his 
life,  and  who  survives  him.  A  year  later  he  opened 
a  select  school  for  boys  iu  Roxbury,  JIa.ss.,  where  he 
had  a  delightful  home  for  three  years,  going  thence 
to  Illinois  to  preside  over  an  academic  institution  sus- 
tained by  the  munificence  of  John  Tlllson,  of  Halifax, 
Ma.ss.  Hero  he  found  a  genial  field  for  his  favorite 
pursuits,  but  as  neither  he  nor  his  wife  could  endure 
the  climate,  after  remaining  there  two  years  he  ac- 
cepted an  invitation  from  the  academy  at  Framing- 
ham,  Mass.,  where  he  passed  the  next  four  years, 
when  his  health  obliged  him  to  give  up  bu.sinis.i,  and 
for  a  year  he  lived  most  of  ihc  lime  in  the  open 
fields,  where  he  cultivated  u  close  acquaintance  with 
botany  and  geology.  This  out-door  life  was  so  bene- 
ficial to  his  health  that  for  several  years  he  turned 
away  from  his  favorite  vocation  and  engaged  as  en- 
gineer in  the  Boston  water-works,  residing  at  West 
NewtOD,  where  he  had  intimate  relations  with  Hon. 
Horace  Munn  and  other  distinguished  educators.  In 
1853  he  received  an  appointment  fiom  the  State 
Board  of  Education  as  principal  of  the  Normal  School 
at  Bridgewater,  and  entered  upon  the  great  wurk  of 
preparing  others  for  the  educational  field.  For  lliio 
Mr.  Conant  was  exceptionally  well  fitted.  His  whole 
mind  and  strength  were  given  to  his  teaching.  In 
his  favorite  studies  of  mathematics,  astronomy,  and 
mechanics,  he  was  clear,  definite,  and  original  in  his 
methods.  He  had  at  one  time  a  blind  pupil  in 
astronomy,  whom  he  so  skillfully  taught  that  he  be- 
came a  successful  lecturer  on  that  science.  He  was 
continually,  by  his  fidelity  to  his  work,  his  devotion, 
his  enthusiasm,  drawing  his  pupils  to  higher  fields  of 
thought  and  nobler  attainments.  For  seven  years  he 
threw  into  the  development  of  the  Normal  .School  all 
the  forces  of  his  multiform  nature,  then  the  confine- 
ment and  the  toil  of  this  work  proved  too  arduous, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  resign,  and  retired  to  a  farm 
in  Grantville  in  1860.  In  18G2  his  personal  friend, 
Mr.  Boutwell,  afterwards  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
then  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  called  for  his 
assistance  in  Washington,  where  he  passed  ten  years 
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of  his  life  in  organizinj;  and  carr^'ing  on  the  Depart- 
ment of  Internal  Revenue.  During  this  time  many 
millions  of  dollars  passed  through  his  hands.  His 
exalted  patriotism  and  loyalty  strengthened  the  hearts 
of  those  who  guarded  the  life  of  the  nation  in  those 
critical  and  dangerous  days.  His  earnest  and  efficient 
services  were  given  to  the  government  until  he  could 
work  no  more,  when,  on  leave  of  absence,  he  returned 
to  Bi'idgewater,  where,  surrounded  by  his  old  Criends, 
lie  died  Feb.  10,  1873,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

In  L'very  sphere  of  lite,  as  companion,  friend, 
teacher,  citizen,  and  official,  Mr.  Conant  was  a  Chris- 
tian gcutluman,  realizing  the  highest  ideal  of  the 
position.  The  prominent  traits  of  his  character  were 
great  hopefulness  (almost  enthusiasm),  perseverance, 
unostentatioM,  large  charity,  and  strong  religious  faith. 
He  was  a  diligent  student  of  the  Bible,  an  ardent 
lover  of  its  teachings,  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  through  life  sustained  and 
guided  by  a  living  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Christ.  The 
lesson  of  his  noble  life  is  this, — that  the  love  of  truth, 
trust  in  God,  and  hopeful,  persevering  industry  will 
enable  one  to  overcome  obstacles,  attain  the  full  stature 
of  a  Christian  manhood,  bring  one  to  stations  of  honor 
and  usefulness,  and  leave  a  memory  which,  like  a 
fragrant  perfume,  shall  cast  a  pleasant  influence  for 
untold  aires. 


SPENCER  LEONAKD. 

Spencer  Leonard,  son  of  Spencer  and  Mary  (Wood) 
Leonard,  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion from  Solomon  Leonard,  one  of  the  first  proprietors 
of  thi.s  town,  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Aug.  18,  1814. 
His  grandfather,  Samuel  Leonard,  was  a  minute-man  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  received  a  pension  from 
government.  His  father  (Spencer  Leonard)  was  drafted 
in  the  defense  of  Plymouth  in  the  war  of  1812,  for 
which  the  government  gave  him  a  land  warrant.  He 
was  a  farmer,  and  well  known  for  his  industrious 
habits  and  sterling,  honest  character.  He  was  a 
selectman  .several  years  about  1830.  Spencer's  youth 
and  early  manhood  were  occupied  in  ths  labor  of  the 
farm,  and  his  educational  advantages  were  limited  to  the 
schools  uf  that  day.  However,  his  habits  of  industry 
and  robust  physique  were  good  material  with  which  to 
enter  upon  the  business  of  life.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
be  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  eighteen  year.t,  when  he  changed  his  avoca- 
tion to  that  of  farmer,  and  purchased  the  Zechariuh 
Whitman  farm  (formerly  the  homestead  of  the  grand- 
father of  W.  H.  Whitman,  the  present  clerk  of  the 
courts   fur   Plymouth    County),  and  has   successfully 


carried  on  the  business  of  farming,  in  connection  with 
the  manufacture  of  wood  and  lumber,  until  the  pres- 
ent time.  About  eight  years  since  he  purchased  an 
orange  orchard  in  Florida,  and  has  now  twenty-eight 
acres  of  land  and  about  five  hundred  orange-trees  (a 
portion  of  them  in  bearing  condition). 

He  married,  Aug.  12,  1840,  Cementha  T.,  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Polly  (Chandler)  Sturtevant.  They 
have  five  children, — Mary  L.  (married  JNIarcellus  G. 
Howard  in  June,  18G6,  lives  in  San  Mateo,  Fla.,  and 
has  one  child,  Myron  Leonard),  Abbie  F.  (married, 
first,  James  W.  Lee,  Dec.  31,  1865  ;  he  died  May  18, 
18G8;  second.  James  W.  Leach,  Jan.  15,  1872,  and 
has  one  child,  Cora  May),  Austin  (married  Cora  L. 
Beatty,  has  one  child,  John  L.,  and  resides  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.),  Cora  C,  and  Spencer,  Jr.  (are  unmarried 
and  reside  with  their  parents). 

Durins;  his  Ions;  and  useful  life  Mr.  Leonard  has 
been  elected  to  many  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  performed  the  duties  with  acceptance  to 
the  same.  He  represented  Bridgewater  in  the  State 
Legislature  for  the  years  1846  and  1847.  He  was 
elected  selectman  in  1855,  and  has  served  in  that  capac- 
ity and  as  assessor,  overseer  of  the  poor,  board  of  health, 
etc.,  to  the  present  time.  He  was  appointed  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Plymouth  by  Governor 
Bullock  May  21,  1867,  reappointed  by  Governor 
Washburn  in  1874,  and  by  Governor  Long  in  1831. 
He  took  an  active  interest  in  sustaining  the  govern- 
ment in  the  late  war  by  procuring  enlistments,  tilling 
quotas,  and  caring  for  the  soldiers  and  their  families. 
He  also  served  as  United  States  enrolling  officer 
during  the  Rebellion.  He  has  also  been  probation 
]  officer  for  Bridgewater  from  the  first  creation  of  the 
I  office  to  the  pre.sent  time.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  the  trustees  of  the  Bridgewater  Savings- 
Bank  from  its  incorporation,  and  its  vice  president  for 
several  years.  In  1883  he  was  elected  president  of 
that  institution,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Hon.  Lloyd  Parsons,  which  office  he  now 
holds.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  Plymouth 
County  Agricultural  Society  since  1846,  having  con- 
tinuously served  as  trustee,  committee,  or  committee 
of  arrangements. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  an  attendant  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
Church,  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
townsmen,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  through 
quite  an  extensive  range  of  acquaintance.  Careful 
and  conservative,  yet  at  the  same  time  a  believer  in 
true  progress,  be  has  ever  supported  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  deeming  that  upon  its  success 
depended  the  preservation  of  those  doctrines  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty  banded  down  to  us  by  the  Pil- 
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grim   fathers,  aud  his    constituents  justly  feel    that 
their  interests  are  safely  and  ably  cared  fur  by  hiiu. 


VAN  11.  SWIFT. 

For  centuries  the  Swift  family  has  been  prominent 
in  England.  The  celebrated  Dean  Swift  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  scholars  and  thinkers  of  his  time, — 
that  of  the  reiiin  of  Queen  Anne.  William  Swift 
came  from  Booking,  County  Sutfulk,  England,  to 
Watertown,  Mass.,  prior  to  lGo2,  but  in  1G37  re- 
moved to  Sandwich,  and  from  him  are  descended  the 
numerous  families  of  Swift.  "  They  are  known  gen- 
erally as  influential  members  of  society,  law-abiding 
citizens,  prosperous,  esteemed,  and  respected  for  thrift 
and  good  qualities.  Men  of  force  and  character,  pos- 
itive in  their  nature,  pushing  and  successful  in  busi- 
ness, public-spirited  in  every  enterprise  to  advance  tlie 
interests  of  their  towns."  Of  this  number,  po.'^se^^.s- 
ing  these  characteri.sties  in  a  large  degree,  is  Van  R. 
Swift,  son  of  Isaac  and  Sally  (Pratt)  Swift,  who  was 
born  in  Bridgewater  March  HI,  1813.  The  line  of 
descent  from  William,  the  emigrant,  is  William',  Wil- 
liam', Jireh'',  Isaac',  Jireli*,  Isaac**,  Van  Rensselaer.' 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  a  quiet,  unostentatious  man 
of  strict  probity,  valued  for  his  many  good  qualities. 
He  did  much  in  road-building,  and  helped  construct 
the  turnpike  from  Weymouth  to  New  Bedford.  His 
mother,  Sally  Pratt,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Joshua 
Pratt,  who,  with  his  wife,  Bathsheba,  came  from  Eng- 
land, in  1622,  in  the  ship  "  Ann,"  the  third  ship  that 
came  to  Plymouth.  Joshua  Pratt  was  a  man  of 
marked  ability,  and  was  often  chosen  to  ofiRccs  of 
trust  in  the  gift  of  the  town,  such  as  messenger,  con- 
stable, and  assessor,  also  surveyor  aud  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures.  He  was  born  in  England  in 
1593,  moved  to  Dartmouth  (now  New  Bedford)  iu 
1G50,  and  died  in  IGJC.  The  line  is  Joshua',  Jo- 
seph", Joseph^,  Nathaniel*,  Seth^,  Nathaniel'  (father 
of  Mrs.  Isaac  Swift).  The  children  of  Isaac  and 
Sally  (Pratt)  Swift  were  Sally  (Mrs.  Henry  C.  Snell, 
deceased),  Melvin  (deceased),  and  Van  Rensselaer. 

Mr.  Swift  received  an  academic  education,  and  re- 
mained upon  the  ancestral  estate,  occupied  in  the 
same  honest  calling  as  that  of  liis  father.  He  mar- 
ried, June  11,  1839,  Eleanor  T.,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Mary  (Chandler)  Sturtevant,  of  Duxbury,  of  an 
old  New  England  family.  Their  children  attaining 
maturity  are  Myra  E.  (Mrs.  Denzell  M.  King),  re- 
sides in  Foxboro' ;  Aroliue  (Mrs.  A.  A.  Dunbar),  of 
Brockton  ;  Van  Rensselaer  (wlio  married  Myra  Irene 
Thomas,  of  Bridgewater);   and  Walter  M. 

The  annals  of  our   New  England   towns  afibrd  few 


instances  of  such  long-continued  faitliful  service  of 
a  public  ofBcer  as  that  of  Van  R.  Swift,  who  has  held 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  As- 
sessors of  Bridgewater  for  thirty-three  years.  His 
election  to  office  was  unsolicited,  aud  has  proved  emi- 
nently satisfactory,  if  we  may  judge  from  his  succes- 
sive re-elections.  He  has,  as  an  overseer  of  tlie  poor, 
during  his  long  term  of  service,  shown  rare  discretion 
and  kindness  to  the  needy.  He  has  for  fourteen 
years  been  town  treasurer  and  collector.  He  has  also 
been  active  as  a  member  of  the  Plymuuih  County 
Agricultural  Society,  having  been  its  vice-president, 
secretary,  treasurer,  and  ibr  many  years  serviii;^  upon 
committees.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees  uf  the  Public 
Library.  He  held  the  political  views  of  the  Whig 
party  up  to  the  time  of  its  death,  and  was  elected  by 
that  party  to  the  State  Legislature  of  1S53  and  18;')-!. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
as  such  represented  Bridgewater  in  the  Legislature  of 
1878. 

Firm  and  decided  in  his  opinions,  he  sometimes 
may  have  seemed  over-tenacious  in  his  convictions, 
but  never  has  been  accused  of  a  lack  of  frankness  or 
honesty  of  purpose.  In  all  local  affairs  his  action 
has  been  in  the  true  interests  of  the  town,  and  he 
has  won  the  good  opinion  of  the  citizens  without  dis- 
tinction of  party,  and  has  many  warm  friends,  who 
value  his  firm  and  solid  character.  No  one  in  Plym- 
outh County  to-day  is  better  entitled  to  be  called  a 
repre^^entative  man. 


JAMES  C.  LEACH. 
James  Gushing  Leach,  oldest  son  of  Alpheus  Leach, 
a  farmer  of  humble  fortune,  who  lived  on  the  margin 
of  Nippenicket  Pond,  in  Scotland,  Bridgewater,  was 
born  June  11,  1831.  His  early  life  wa.s  uneventful, 
and  his  education  was  subject  to  the  limitations  uf 
brief  common-school  advantages,  but  these  were  im- 
proved to  the  best  of  his  ability.  \\''ith  good  judg- 
ment his  father  encouraged  his  son  to  secure  a  trade, 
and  upon  entering  his  seventeenth  year  James  euin- 
menccd  serving  the  usual  time  allotted  to  an  appren- 
tice, which  was  completed  under  the  oversight  of  and 
with  Mr.  Ambrose  Keith,  of  Bridgewater,  a  builder 
of  good  repute.  lie  continued  lor  several  years  as 
journeyman  in  Mr.  Keith's  employ,  by  whom  the 
honest  service  of  a  faithful  workman  was  apjireciated. 
He  then  engaged  with  J.  E.  Carver,  the  cotton-gin 
manufacturer,  with  whom  he  found  constant  emplo}-- 
ment  for  some  years.  Mr.  Leach,  puasessing  a  strorjg 
physique,  was  enabled  to  accomplish  an  unusually 
large  amount  of  work  daily,  and   his   diligence  and 
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economy  soon  found  him  the  possessor  of  the  means 
to  erect  for  himself  a  handsome  cottage  on  Spring 
Hill  Avenue,  which  he  occupied  for  a  few  years  and 
then  sold.  He  then  built  a  fine  residence  on  Pleasant 
Street,  adjoining  the  Barstow  estate,  where  he  now 
resides.  In  1870  he  began  the  manufacture  of  his 
oil-proof  paper,  which  is  extensively  used  by  boot  and 
shoe  manufacturers,  and  from  small  beginnings,  with 
this  specialty  and  his  agency  for  the  sale  of  leather 
board,  ho  has  built  up  a  prosperous  business. 

Mr.  Leach  sustains  an  unblemished  character  as  a 
citizen  and  as  a  business  man.  His  activity  in  politics 
is  of  long  standing,  and  he  has  for  many  years  held 
the  place  of  chairman  of  the  town  Republican  com- 
mittee. For  mure  than  twenty  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Plymouth  County  Agricultural  Society, 
having  been  much  of  this  time  on  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  and  always  a  liberal  contributor  to  its 
funds.  As  a  public-spirited  citizen,  he  has  shown  a 
readiness  to  lend  his  aid  to  all  good  enterprises.  He 
has  for  a  long  period  been  a  trustee  of  the  savings- 
bank  atid  a  member  of  the  investment  committee, 
and  also  a  director  in  the  Brockton  National  Bank. 
His  commission  of  justice  of  the  peace  by  Governor 
Rice,  in  1877,  was  a  compliment  to  an  eminently- 
deserving  self-made  man.  Mr.  Leach  has  encouraged 
ample  appropriations  for  public  improvements  in  town 
and  for  education,  and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Bridgewater 
Academy.  His  connection  with  the  Central  Square 
Society  has  been  marked  with  a  liberality  that  is 
creditable  to  his  generous  heart. 

lie  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Giles  Leach,  who  set- 
tled in  Bridgewater  before  1665,  and  of  Rev.  James 
Keith,  the  first  minister,  both  sturdy  stocks,  and  rep- 
resented largely  in  the  Old  Colony.  He  married, 
April  29,  18C0,  Phebe,  oldest  daughter  of  Marcus 
and  Hannah  (Leach)  Conant. 

Mr.  Leach  is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  business 
tliat  has  proved  so  successful  in  securing  for  him  a 
comfortable  fortune. 


A.  WALDO    BASSETT. 

In  early  English  history  the  Bassett  family  has 
always  been  prominent.  Hugh  de  Bassette  was  a  dis- 
tinguished knight  and  captain  in  the  Norman  army 
of  William  the  Conqueror  in  his  invasion  of  England, 
1066.  During  the  reign  of  Henry  IIL  (a.d.  1262) 
we  find  Philip  Basset  appointed  to  the  highly  impor- 
tant position  of  "justiciary"  of  the  realm.  Lord 
John  Basset  and  Ralph  Basset  were  also  men  of  mark 
in  the  fierce  civil  contests  and  agitations  of  that  period. 
The  first  American  ancestor  of  this  line  was  William 


Bassett,  who  camo  over  in  the  ship  "  Fortune"  in 
1621,  and  settled  in  Plymouth,  then  in  Duxbury,  and 
finally  in  Bridgewater.  He  was  an  original  proprietor 
of  Bridgewater,  a  large  land-holder  in  the  colony,  and 
possessed  an  extensive  library.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Tilden,  one  of  the  family  from  which  Samuel  J.  Tiideu 
is  descended.  He  died  in  1667,  leaving  several  chil- 
dren,— William,  Nathaniel,  Joseph',  Sarah,  Elizabeth, 
and  Jane.  William'  settled  in  Sandwich,  and  his 
sun,  William,  had  his  grandfather's  house  and  land  in 
Bridgewater,  by  his  will,  which  was  nuncupative,  and 
dated  1667.  This  grandson  was  a  "marshal,"  and 
otherwise  distinguished  in  the  colony.  Joseph^  mar- 
ried Martha  Hobart,  of  Hingham,  in  1677;  Sarah 
married  Peregrine  White;    William'   married,  first, 

Sarah  ,  second,   Mary   Bump,    1703;    Nathan' 

married  Hannah  Washburn,  1733;  Joseph"  married 
Hannah  Lathrop,  1776;  Joseph'  married  Hannah 
Williams,  of  Raynham,  1816. 

A.  Waldo  Bassett,  son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah 
(Williams)  Bassett,  was  born  in  Scotland,  Bridge- 
water,  July  21,  18ly,  and  was  the  youngest  son  and 
second  child  of  their  three  children.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  and  afterwards  Bristol  Academy, 
then  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  which  was  the 
avocation  of  his  father.  He  now  owns  and  occupies 
the  homestead  of  his  falher,  adjoining  the  original 
Bassett  homestead,  and  for  whom  it  was  purchased  by 
his  father,  Joseph.  It  was  the  residence  of  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Church,  of  Boston.  We  copy  the  following 
from  the  Bristol  County  Republican  : 

"  Dr.  Church  was  born  in  Newport  in  1734,  and 
was  a  grandson  of  the  celebrated  Col.  Church  of 
Indian  fame.  After  graduating  in  Harvard,  in  1754, 
and  completing  his  studies  in  a  medical  college  in 
London,  he  returned  to  Boston,  and  by  his  brilliant 
abilities  soon  rose  to  eminence  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon. He  came  to  Bridgewater  in  1757,  and  built  a 
handsome  dwelling-house,  as  a  country  residence,  ou 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Waldo  Bassett,  near 
Nippenicket  Pond.  The  late  Dr.  Eleazar  Carver  was 
one  of  liis  students  and  associates.  Dr.  Church  was 
then  a  leading  and  popular  Whig,  a  compeer  of  Han- 
cock and  Warren  and  other  choice  spirits  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary school,  a  brilliant  writer,  orator,  and  poet. 
He  was  physician-general  of  the  patriot  army,  and 
was  assigned  to  the  directorship  of  the  general  hos- 
pital ;  also  a  member  of  the  '  Provincial  Congress,' 
in  Boston,  in  1774.  By  association  with  British 
officers  he  secretly  became  a  loyalist  and  traitor,  and 
finally,  in  1775,  was  detected  in  attempting  to  send 
intelligence  in  ciphers  by  '  a  woman'  to  an  English 
officer   of  rank,  relating  to  the   movements   of  the 
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patriot  forces  ;it  Concord,  Lexington,  and  Watertown. 
He  was  convicted  by  a  court-martial,  at  wliicli  Geu. 
AVasliiugton  presided,  in  October  of  t'liat  year,  '  of 
lioldiug  criminal  correspondence  with  the  enemy.' 
He  was  expelled  from  the  Congress,  dismissed  from 
his  official  positions,  and  remanded  to  Cambridge  jail, 
and  alter  a  month  to  tiie  jail  in  Norwich,  Conn.  He 
was  released  in  1776,  in  consequence  of  ill  healtii, 
'  to  leave  the  country,'  and  sailed  in  a  vessel  for  the 
West  Indies,  which  was  never  heard  from.  His 
widow  was  pensioned  by  the  crown,  and  died  in 
].,ondou  in  1798.  The  farm  in  Bridgewater  was  sold 
to  James  Starr  in  1775.  The  house  was  burned  over 
fifty  years  ago.  The  late  Joseph  Bassett  became  the 
purchaser  of  the  estate,  and  built  upon  the  site  a  larger 
residence  than  the  former,  which  is  now  owned  by  his 
son,  who  resides  there.  The  noted  Daniel  Leonard 
and  many  others  became  loyalists  or  semi-traitors,  but 
whether  Dr.  Church,  of  Boston  or  Bridgewater,  was 
the  '  first  traitor'  there  is  some  doubt.  There  is  a 
record  of  about  two  hundred  '  loyalists,'  who  were 
in  doubt  or  weak-kneed,  during  '  the  times  that  tried 
men's  souls,'  in  1775-7G." 

Mr.  Bassett  married,  June  11,  1850,  Sarah  J., 
daughter  of  Deacon  Philip  E.  and  Louisa  P.  (Leach) 
Hill,  of  an  early  family  of  Bridgewater.  (Deacon 
Hill  was  for  many  years  prominent  in  county  and 
church  aflairs.)  Their  cliildren  are  Ella  J.  (married 
William  Savery,  of  Waroham),  Joseph  E.,  and  Na- 
than A.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savery  have  two  children. 

Mr.  Bassett  is  a  quiet,  retiring  man  of  unassuming 
manners.  He  is  in  accord  with  the  better  class  of 
the  community  iu  all  matters  tending  to  advance  or 
improve  the  interests  of  his  native  town.  Ivepublican 
in  politics,  he  has  sedulously  avoided  public  position, 
but  steadily  worked  fur  his  party.  lie  was  commis- 
sioned justice  of  the  peace  by  Governor  Washburn. 
Intelligent,  thoughtful,  fond  of  investigation,  he  keeps 
himself  thoroughly  informed  on  all  matters  of  public 
moment,  and  ever  gives  his  support  and  assistance  to 
those  movements  his  careful  proving  shows  to  be  for 
the  public  weal.  It  is  from  such  men  and  through 
such  men  that  the  perpetuity  of  republican  institu- 
tions is  assured  in  this  country.  No  idea  of  personal 
advancement  or  striving  for  political  notoriety  swerves 
them  from  following  the  right,  as  it  is  given  them  to 
know  the  right,  and  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  record  that 
the  class  of  which  he  is  a  good  type  is  not  a  small 
one,  but  embraces  the  truly  patriotic  and  thinking 
men  all  over  our  land.  Kind  in  his  domestic  rela- 
tions a  valued  friend,  and  a  prized  and  estimable 
citizen,  he  is  a  safe  counselor  and  worthily  stands 
hi"h  in  the  esteem  of  his  townsmen. 


FRANKLIN   LEACII. 

We  find  the  first  American  ancestor  of  the  Leach 
family  of  Bridgewater,  Lawrence  Leach,  who  came 
from  England  and  settled  iu  Sulem,  where  he  was 
made  freeman  in  1631.  He  was  over  fifty  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  this  country,  and  had,  by  his 
wife  Elizabeth,  quite  a  family  iu  England,  most  of 
whom  accompanied  him  here.  Among  his  cliildren 
were  John,  James,  Clement,  Ivobert,  Bichaid,  and 
Giles. 

Giles',  born  in  Salem,  1632,  went  as  a  young 
man  to  Weymouth,  where,  in  1656,  he  married  Anne 
Noakes  or  Nokes.  He  resided  there  until  1664,  when 
he  removed  to  Bridgewater,  and  became  a  permanent 
resident  of  this  town.  He  had  numerous  children, 
of  whom  John  was  probably  the  firstborn  in  this 
town.  John',  by  his  wife  Alice,  had  ten  children, 
and  died  in  1774.  Neheniiah ',  born  1709,  married, 
first,  Mercy  Staples,  and  had  two  children  ;  second, 
lluth  (?)  Bryant,  of  Plymptou.  By  second  wife  he 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  James  ^,  born  in  1737, 
married  Hazadiah,  daughter  of  Robert  Keith,  in 
1765,  and  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Apollos  was 
second  son.  Apollos'  married,  in  1796,  Chloe, 
daughter  of  Christopher,  and  granddaughter  of  Wil- 
liam Dyer,  who  settled  iu  Bridgewater  prior  to  1609, 
and  was  surveyor,  juror,  and  constable  in  1708. 
They  had  six  children, — Philo,  Sarah,  Olive,  Daniel, 
Franklin,  and  Philander.  Mr.  Leach  was  a  farmer 
and  carpenter,  which  trade  he  followed  for  many 
years,  and  was  noted  for  the  good  quality  of  his 
work.  An  unpretentious  man  of  industry  and  moral 
worth,  he  enjoyed  the  esteem,  confidence,  and  friend- 
ship of  the  community,  and  died  in  October,  1832. 

Franklin  Leach  (eighth  generation),  son  of  Apollos 
and  Chloe  (Dyer)  Leach,  was  born  in  Scotland, 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  Jau.  14, 1809.  He  had  common- 
school  and  academic  advantages  of  educatiofi ;  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  of  his  father,  and  worked  with 
him.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  became  connected 
in  business  with  his  oldest  brother,  I'liilo.  With  hini 
for  some  years,  and  afterwards  alone,  he  has  worked 
as  carpenter  and  builder  over  half  a  century.  During 
these  years  he  has  pursued  his  trade  in  New  Bedford, 
Fairhaven,  Raynham,  Taunton,  Holbrook,  Brockton, 
and  Boston,  as  well  as  Bridgewater,  where,  for  several 
years,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  cuttongiri  works. 
Naturally  ingenious  and  of  a  mechanical  tuin  of  mind, 
he  has  put  genuine  love  into  his  labor,  and  even  now, 
though  seventy-five  years  of  age,  docs  much  work  in 
which  younger  men  would  take  pride.  Prudent, 
diligeut,  economical,  and  persevering,  his  labors  have 
been    rewarded    with    well-earned   competency.      He 
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has  also  been  somewhat  of  a  farmer,  but  has  never 
desired  to  follow  that  avocation.  He  has  taken  great 
interest  in  militia  matters;  was  elected  captain,  and 
comiuissioned  March  21,  1835;  commissioned  major, 
July  18,  1S3G;  commissioned  colonel,  Dec.  13, 1838, 
;uid  lioiiurably  di.-icli;u;ied  Maicli  7,  IS-tO.  He  was 
tirst  eouiini.«sioned  justice  of  the  peace  by  Govenidi- 
Boutwell,  Au;_'.  -H,  1352,  and  still  holds  the  office. 
Whi^  ;iiid  Uijpublicaii  in  politics,  he  has  held  various 
luincir  luwu  offices,  and  served  conseieutiously  in 
them.  He  has  hctii  a  Freemason  since  lS5t!;  has 
been  W'or.-liipful  Master  of  Fellowship  Lodjje,  Biidfje- 
water,  for  three  years  ;  received  his  chapter  degress 
at  Muuut  Zion  Chapter,  Slou'^hton,  Mass..  in 
18r»7,  aud  is  now  affiliated  with  llarmoiiy  Cli:ipter, 
R.  A.  M.,  Brid>iewater.  He  married,  Nov.  13,  1S32, 
Mary,  daughter  of  I.<aac  and  Mary  (Hayward)  Fobes. 
They  have  had  three  children, — Olive  F.  (died  aged 
six  years),  Mary  F.  (married  James  R.  Tracy,  of 
Raynham,  and  has  two  children,  Huldah  M.  and 
Louise  M.),  and  Susan  M.  (married  Henry  J.  Clarke, 
Esq.,  of  Webster,  and  has  one  child). 

Mrs.  Leach  is  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion from  John  Fobes,  an  original  proprietor  of 
Bridgewater,  the  line  being  John  ',  Edward*,  John^, 
Josiah*,  Alpheus*,  Isaac'.  Isaac  Fobes,  born  in 
1789,  was  a  machinist  aud  farmer.  After  working 
at  his  trade  in  various  places  he  returned  to  Scot- 
laud,  where  he  died,  June  22,  1855.  He  married, 
first,  Mary,  daughter  of  Timothy  Hayward;  second, 
Olive,  daughter  of  Edward  Mitchell,  and  widow  of 
Dr.  Rufus  Walker.  Mr.  Fobes  was  an  intelligent 
genealogist  and  antiquarian,  devoting  much  time  in 
his  later  years  to  researches  in  that  direction.  He 
was  a  Congregationalist  in  religious  belief,  possessed 
a  handsome  property,  and  was  a  valued  citizen. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leach  have  been  for  many  years 
members  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Mr.  Leach 
being  warden  for  several  years,  vestryman  at  present, 
and  one  of  its  trustees  for  a  long  time.  Col.  Leach 
and  his  wife  have  during  their  fifty-one  years  of  con- 
nubial felicity  practiced  the  cardinal  virtues  of  dili- 
gence and  industry.  To  the  outside  world  these 
years  of  their  life  have  been  uneventful,  but  to  them 
each  year  has  brought  both  sad  and  pleasant  occur- 
rences. One  of  the  most  pleasant  of  these  was  on 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage  (Nov.  13, 
1882),  when  their  descendants  and  a  large  circle  of 
relatives  and  friends  gathered  at  the  home  they  had 
occupied  for  half  a  century  to  celebrate  their  golden 
wedding,  bringing  many  gifts  of  love  and  friendship. 
Another  was  the  marriage  in  Raynham  of  their 
granddaughter,   Huldah   M.  Tracy,  to  Rev.  Winfield 


W.  Hall  (a  Methodist  Episcopal  clergyman),  on  the 
fifty-first  anniversary  of  their  marriage  (Nov.  13, 
1883).  All  along  life's  pathway  have  all  laudable 
charities  met  with  a  hearty  response  from  them,  and 
a  generous  hospitality  been  a  characteristic  of  their 
home.  They  are  now  passing  down  the  declivity  of 
life  with  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and 
leading  lives  that  their  descendants  may  worthily 
emulate. 


STILLMAN   0.    KEITH. 

The  Keith  families  are  descended  from  Robert, 
chieftain  of  the  Calti,  who,  having  joined  Malcolm 
Second  at  the  battle  of  Panbridge,  in  1006,  was  in- 
strumental in  gaining  a  great  victory  over  the  Danes, 
aud  slew  with  his  own  hand  Camus,  the  Danish  leader, 
which,  King  Malcolm  perceiving,  he  dipped  his  spear 
into  the  blood  and  made  three  strokes  or  pales  on  the 
top  of  Robert's  shield,  and  these  have  been  the  arras 
of  his  descendants.  In  lOlO  he  was  advanced  to  the 
hereditary  dignity  of  marshal  of  Scotland,  aud  re- 
warded with  a  barony  in  Lothian,  called  field-marshal. 
The  first  American  ancestor  of  the  Keith  family  was 
the  Rev.  James  Keith,  who  came  over  from  Scotland 
about  the  year  1662.  He  was  educated  at  Aberdeen, 
but  being  only  about  eighteen  years  old  he  had  not 
completed  his  studies  when  he  came  to  Bridgewater; 
but  he  proved  an  efficient  and  faithful  servant  of  the 
Lord.  He  was  settled  and  ordained  Feb.  18,  1664. 
He  possessed  the  spirit  of  a  Christian  hero,  and  proved 
himself  to  be  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  trying  cir- 
cumstances under  which  he  was  placed  when,  twelve 
years  after  his  settlement,  Bridgewater  seemed  about 
to  be  extirpated  by  the  savages.  By  his  strong,  cour- 
ageous spirit  and  teachings  he  inspired  the  people 
with  the  same  spirit  and  courage,  and  they  were  suc- 
cessful in  subduiug  their  savage  enemy.  Rev.  James 
Keith  was  highly  esteemed  throughout  the  colony, 
his  praise  was  in  all  the  churches.  In  the  year  1688, 
when  the  proprietors  of  Bridgewater  petitioned  the 
General  Court  at  Plymouth  for  an  enlargetuent  of 
their  territory,  their  request  was  granted  on  this  eou- 
dition,  showing  their  kind  regard  and  estimation  of 
Mr.  Keith  :  "That  the  said  town  of  Bridgewater  be 
careful  to  accomiuodate  Mr.  Keith  willi  a  fumpeteney 
of  land,"  and  though  they  had  given  him  a  house  and 
twelve  acres  of  land,  they  further  made  him  a  til'ty- 
sisth  shareholder  in  the  township.  Rev.  James 
Keith  was  probably  the  first  to  sound  the  alarm  in 
regard  to  intemperance  in  this  country,  for  even  as 
early  as  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  the 
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evil  showed  itself.  He  ministered  fifty-six  years  over 
the  same  church,  and  died  July  23,  1719,  aged 
aeventy-six  years. 

Stillman  0.  Keith,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Lucy 
(Fobes)  Keith,  was  born  in  Scotland,  Bridgewatcr, 
Jan.  13,  1827.  He  is  a  descendant  from  Piev.  James 
Keith,  ill  the  seventh  generation,  the  line  being 
James',  Samuel",  Benjamin^,  Benjamin*,  Benjamin^, 
Stillman".  His  fatiier  was  a  farmer,  a  quiet  unosten- 
tatious man,  kind  and  unobtrusive,  iudustriou.s,  and 
a  good  citizen,  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  his  way. 
His  religious  belief  was  tiiat  of  the  Cougregatioual- 
ists.  He  died  Sept.  IS,  1S79,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  The  children  of  Benjamin  and  Lucy  (Fobes) 
Keith  were  Stillman,  lloyal,  and  Lucia  (Mrs.  Simon 
Burnett).  Stillman's  education  was  at  the  common 
schools.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade  with  Ebenezer  Shaw,  of  Middleboro', 
he  remained  there  three  years.  In  1850,  he  went  to 
Boston,  and  after  working  at  his  trade  a  year  or  two 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  C.  C.  Howard,  by 
wliom  he  had  been  employed.  They  erected  several 
buildings  and  stores,  and  continued  together  doing  a 


good  business,  until  his  health  failed,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Scotland,  where  he  remains  to  this  day,  oc- 
cupying a  portion  of  his  father's  farm.  Since  his 
return  to  this  place  he  has  dealt  in  real  estate  quite 
largely,  owning  and  renting  several  store.-i  and  tene- 
ments in  Brockton. 

On  Dec.  29,  1856,  Mr.  Keith  married  Clara  W., 
daughter  of  Col.  Oliver  and  Diana  (^lilaton)  Eaton,  of 
Middleboro'.  Mrs.  Keith  comes  also  of  an  early  and 
prominent  New  England  family,  and  her  father  has, 
during  a  long  life  of  over  eighty  years,  filled  hoi»estly 
and  satisfactorily  important  public  trusts.  Both  her 
parents  are  still  living  in  North  Middleboro',  at  very 
advanced  ages,  cherished  and  beloved  by  all  who 
know  them. 

Mr.  Keith  is  a  pleasant,  social  companion,  retiring 
and  unassuming,  possesses  good  taste,  evidenced  by 
the  attractiveness  of  his  home  and  its  surroundings. 
He  is  prized  by  his  townsmen  as  a  good  citizen,  pub- 
lic-spirited, and  industrious.  He  takes  no  part  in 
politics,  other  than  to  support  with  his  vote  the  Re- 
publican party.  Devoting  himself  to  business,  he  has 
acquired  a  handsome  competency. 
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Topography  of  the  Town. — East  Bridgewater  is 
situated  iti  the  northwest  part  of  Plymouth  County; 
latitude  42°  1'  8";  longitude  70°  57'  29".  The 
township,  seventeen  miles  from  Plymouth  and  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Boston,  is  nearly  square.  From  the 
most  northwesterly  point  to  the  extreme  southeast  cor- 
ner it  is  six  miles,  the  centre  of  its  territory,  in  a 
direct  line  from  north  to  south  and  from  east  to  west, 
being  two  miles  from  the  borders  of  the  town.  Pre- 
vious to  the  incorporation  of  South  Abington,  in 
1875,  and  the  annexation  of  a  part  of  East  Bridge- 
water  to  Brockton,  the  same  year,  it  contained  eighteen 
and  one-seventh  square  miles.  Its  present  limits  em- 
brace somewhat  mure  than  sixteen  square  miles. 

The  town  of  East  Bridgewater,  the  original  territo- 
rial centre  of  Bridgewater  at  the  time  of  the  purchase 
of  Bridgewater  from  the  Indians,  was  incorporated 
June  14,  1823.  Though  its  incorporation  as  a  town 
is  of  a  comparatively  recent  date,  it  was  settled  as 
early  as  1G60. 

The  town  is  generally  level,  with  no  high  hills,  but 
several  tracts  of  elevated  land. 

Rivers. — There  are  several  rivers  and  brooks,  which 
furuisii  considerable  water-power.  The  lowlands  are 
naturally  very  productive,  and  with  care  yield  abund- 
ant harvests.  Of  the  rivers,  the  principal  ones  are 
the  Satucket,  in  the  southeasterly  part,  aud  the  Mat- 
field  (named  frum  an  Indian  who  once  lived  near  it), 
not  far  from  the  westerly  side  of  the  town.  These 
two  rivers  unite  at  the  south  point  of  the  "  Whitman 
Neck,"  and,  passing  into  Bridgewater,  join  there  with 
Town  River  and  form  Taunton  River.  The  Satucket 
River  rises  in  the  northeast  part  of  Halifax,  flows 
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through  Monponset  and  Stump  Ponds  in  Halifax, 
and  Robin's  Pond  in  East  Bridgewater,  receives 
Poor  Meadow  River,  rising  in  the  northwesterly  part 
of  Hanson,  and  flows  southwest,  increased  by  Black 
Brook,  whose  course  is  directly  south. 

Matfield  River,  formerly  called  John's  River  (so 
named  from  John  Howard,  who  once  lived  in  Elm- 
wood),  is  formed  by  the  union  of  Salisbury  River, 
which  rises  in  Stoughton  and  passes  through  Brock- 
ton into  East  Bridgewater  on  the  west  border,  Beaver 
Brook,  which  rises  in  Holbrook,  flows  through  Brock- 
ton, and  enters  East  Bridgewater  near  its  extreme 
northerly  point,  and  Snell  Meadow  Brook,  which, 
rising  in  Abington  and  flowing  through  South  Abing- 
ton, enters  East  Bridgewater  on  the  north  side. 

Ponds. — In  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town,  near 
Halifax,  b  a  lake  called  "Robin's  Pond."  It  is  a 
fine  sheet  of  water  covering  about  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres.  A  little  north  of  the  centre  of  the 
pond  is  a  small  island,  which,  with  an  abundance  of 
trees  and  vines,  is  a  favorite  resort  of  pleasure  parties, 
who  in  the  mild  season  come  in  great  numbers  to 
enjoy  this  cool  retreat.  One  circumstance  connected 
with  this  body  of  water  is  worth  mention.  Ever 
since  the  first  visit  to  it  by  a  white  man,  and  from 
what  could  be  learned  by  tradition  from  the  Indians, 
although  many  people  have  been  attracted  hither  in 
summer,  and  in  winter  also,  until  a  very  recent  date, 
it  is  not  known  that  any  person  ever  was  drowned  in 
it.  At  a  picnic  on  the  island,  July  19,  1882,  a  severe 
tempest  occurred.  Frank  B.  Howard,  of  West  Bridge- 
water,  aged  twenty-nine  years,  was  sailing  in  a  boat 
with  several  companions,  when  the  boom  swinging 
round  struck  him  on  the  head  and  knocked  him  into 
the  water.  The  blow  was  so  violent  that  he  was  ren- 
dered senseless,  and  in  a  few  moments  sank.  The 
body  was  not  recovered  till  seven  hours  afterwards. 
This  is  the  only  instance  known  of  a  death  by  drown- 
ing in  this  pond. 

Formerly  the  number  of  alewives,  or  herring,  that 
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passed  up  Sutucket  River  and  spawned  in  Rubin's 
Pond  was  very  large.  Sliad  seemed  to  prefer  Mat- 
field  River,  and  a  shad  weir  was  located  on  that 
stream,  not  far  from  the  bridge  of  the  Bridgewater 
Branch  Railroad.  The  herring  weir  on  Satucket 
River,  built  by  the  aborigines,  perhaps  hundreds  of 
years  ago,  still  remains  much  the  same  as  when  the 
last  Indian  placed  his  net  to  catch  tlie  nimble  fisli  as 
they  darted  along  through  the  stony  sluice,  whicli 
might  well  be  called  a  race-LCUij.  Fur  more  than 
two  hundred  years,  since  the  erection  and  running  of 
mills,  this  perhaps  only  surviving  structure  here- 
aljuuts,  built  by  the  dusky  owners  of  the  soil,  has  been 
out  of  sight,  except  as  when  the  water  of  the  stream 
was  drawn  off  for  a  short  time  in  the  spring  of  each 
year  to  permit  the  herring  to  pass  up  and  down  the 
stream,  or  repairs  or  building  operations  might  re- 
quire the  water  of  the  pond  to  be  let  off.  Since 
18UI  mills  have  not  been  stopped  on  account  of  the 
fisheries,  and  herring  have  nearly  ceased  their  visits 
in  tliis  vicinity,  and  the  Indians'  Dam  has  seldom 
been  visible. 

Indians. — The  name  Saughtuckciuett  (ox  Satucket, 
as  it  is  nuw  spelt),  applied  to  this  territory,  appears  to 
signify  "  the  place  where  rivers  meet."  Relics  of 
Indian  liaiidicraft  have  from  time  to  time  been  dis- 
covered in  digging  cellars  or  plowing  the  land.  Ar- 
row-heads, axes,  hatcliets,  mortars,  pestles,  etc.,  have 
been  found  near  Robin's  Pond,  on  Wounocooto  Hill, 
where  the  deed  of  land  sold  by  the  Indians  was 
signed,  and  particularly  un  lands  along  the  rivers. 
On  the  north  bank  of  Snell  Meadow  Brook  there  ap- 
pears to  have  been  an  especial  place  for  the  manu- 
facture of  Indian  implements.  Near  Robin's  Pund 
is  a  small  hill,  now  covered  with  forest-trees,  which 
was  once  the  general  burial-ground  of  the  natives 
here,  but  skeletons  of  Indians  have  occasionally  been 
exhumed  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  About  thirty 
rods  north  of  the  ancient  weir  is  a  piece  of  ground 
now  covered  with  trees,  which  once  was  a  cleared 
place,  where  the  Indians  apparently  used  to  engage 
in  their  festivities. 

In  the  Revolutionary  war  several  of  the  Indians  of 
this  town  served  in  the  Continental  army.  One  of 
them,  Robert  Pegin,  died  in  1815.  He  was  the  last 
full-blooded  Indian  who  has  died  here.  Tiie  last 
marriages  of  Indians  in  this  town  occurred  Jan.  1, 
1830.  The  nuptials  took  place  in  the  parlor  of  the 
dwelling-house  of  the  late  Mr.  Ezra  Alden.  The 
writer,  then  a  pupil  of  the  late  Rev.  Baalis  Sanford, 
was  present,  and  witnessed  the  ceremonies.  Of  the 
happy  couples  united  on  this  occasion,  one  was  Isaac 
Wood,  son  of  Samuel  Wood,  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 


and  Lucy  Sepit.  The  other,  Joseph  A.  Sizar  (blacky 
and  Susanna  S.  Wood,  a  sister  of  Isaac  Wood.  The 
last  of  the  aboriginal  race  here,  at  or  near  the  cluse  uf 
1843,  had  either  died  or  removed  from  town. 

First  Settlers. — The  first  white  settler  in  East 
Bridgewater  appears  to  have  been  Samuel  Allen,  Jr., 
who  came  from  East  Braintree  as  early  as  IGGO,  and 
erected  a  house  on  the  east  side  of  Mattield  River,  near 
where  the  Bridgewater  Branch  Railroad  crosses  that 
stream.  He  was  the  second  town  clerk  of  Bridge- 
water  from  1G83  to  1702,  and  a  deacon  o\'  the  church. 
His  large  landed  estate  extended  from  Matfield  River 
to  and  included  the  greater  part  of  the  Centre  A'illage, 
the  burial-ground,  the  common,  and  the  plain.  En- 
sign Josiah  Standish  is  said  to  have  resided  in  Ea.<t 
Bridgewater  a  few  years  following  its  settlement.  If 
so,  he  may  have  lived  in  the  same  liouse  with  Samurl 
Allcu,  who  was  his  brother-in-law. 

In  1002,  Nicholas  Byram  arrived  here  from  \Vey- 
uiouth,  and  built  a  liouse  near  Snell  Sleadow  Brook, 
where  Jotham  Hicks  now  lives.  This  spot  was  in 
later  times  known  as  "  the  Capt.  Whitiuan  place," 
Capt.  Isaac  Whitmao  having  resided  there  many 
years.  Mr.  Byram  had  five  shares  of  the  whole  titty- 
six  into  which  the  town  of  Bridgewater  was  divided, 
making  an  estate  larger  than  that  of  any  other  pro- 
prietor. 

The  same  year  (16G2)  Thomas  Whitman  came  from 
Weymouth.  He  was  born  in  England  about  1G2'J, 
was  a  son  of  John  Whitman,  who  settled,  lived,  and 
died  in  Weymouth,  and  son-in-law  of  Nicholas  Bynmi, 
whose  daughter,  Abigail,  he  had  married  in  KJ.'jG. 
His  first  house,  it  has  been  said,  was  built  a  few  rods 
south  of  where  Irving  Bates  now  lives,  near  M.itfield 
River.  This  house  was  burned  by  the  Indians,  and 
he  built  another  near  Satucket  River,  on  land  a  little 
south  of  Clark  Swallow's  residence.  It  i.s  not  fully 
decided  whether  the  first  house  was  really  near  Mat- 
field  or  Satucket  River.  The  late  Deacon  Josinh 
Whitman,  a  descendant  of  Thomas,  assun.d  me  it  was 
on  Malficld  River. 

Thomas  Whitman  died  in  1712,  having  lived  fifty 
years  in  East  Bridgewater.  He  built  another  house, 
whether  second  or  third,  where  Clark  Swallow  nuw 
lives.  He  had  a  large  estate,  most  of  it  in  the  form 
of  a  triangle,  between  Satucket  and  Matfield  River.-. 

The  fourth  settler  was  Robert  Latham,  who  came 
from  Marshfield  about  1GG3,  and  built  a  house  near 
Satucket  River,  directly  south  of  the  herring  weir. 
He  was  an  enterprising  man  (had  in  Marshfield  held 
the  important  oflice  of  constable),  and  soon  after  set- 
tling here  erected  a  saw-mill  on  Satucket  River,  a  few 
rods  below  the  weir. 
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The  next  settler  was  William  Brett.  He  was  son 
of  Elder  William  Brett,  of  West  Bridgewater 
(whether  he  was  born  in  England  or  in  Duxbury  is  not 
known),  was  a  deacon  of  the  church  and  a  valuable 
citizen.  His  house  waa  near  where  Spring  Street  | 
and  Joseph  M.  Loucroft's  brick-yard  now  are. 

Of  the  first  five  houses  thus  far  uientiuned,  that  of 
Robert  Latham  was  burned  by  the  Indians  on  Sun- 
day, April  9,  1G7G.  Three  other  houses  were,  ac- 
cording to  tradition,  burned  in  the  course  of  King 
Philip's  war,  all  probably  some  time  previous  to  the 
close  uf  IGTtJ.  The  only  one  not  burned  was  that 
of  Nicholas  Byram.  The  Indians  gave  as  a  reason 
for  their  not  burning  his  house  that  he  had  been 
kind  to  them  and  given  them  cider.  Mr.  Byram  had, 
perhaps,  the  first  orchard  in  this  town,  and  the  In- 
dians were  not  slow  to  appreciate  the  value  of  apples 
turned  to  such  an  account. 

King  Philip's  war  brought  great  distress  upon  the 
people  here,  but  soon  after  Philip's  death,  which  oc- 
curred Aug.  12,  1676,  the  tide  of  affairs  began  to 
turn  ;  new  houses  took  the  plates  of  those  destroyed  ; 
additional  dwellings  were  erected ;  and  good  cheer 
came  in  the  form  of  money  contributed  by  Christian 
friends  in  Ireland ;  "  the  good  .ship,  the  '  Kath- 
erine,'  of  Dublin,"  having  been  dispatched  from  the 
Emerald  Isle  to  bring  aid  to  the  distressed  colonists. 

Immigrants  from  various  places  soon  began  to  settle 
here.  Experience  Mitchell,  who  had  landed  in 
Plymouth  in  1G23,  one  of  the  passengers  in  the  third 
ship,  the  "  Ann,"  and  resided  several  years  in  Dux- 
bury,  came  to  East  Bridgewater  about  1680,  and  with 
his  SOD,  Edward  Mitchell,  built  a  house  in  what  was 
for  many  years  named  Joppa  (now  Elmwood).  Jon- 
athan Ilill  came  from  Dorchester  some  time  before 
1685,  and  erected  a  dwelling  in  Elmwood,  a  few  rods 
south  of  the  Bridgewater  Branch  Railroad  bridge 
over  Matfield  River. 

Isaac  Harris,  son  of  Arthur  Harris,  who  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Bridgewater,  came  with 
his  sons,  Isaac  and  Samuel  Harris,  perhaps  as  early 
as  1680,  and  settled  on  the  north  side  of  Satucket 
River,  near  the  herring  weir. 

Francis  and  James  Gary,  sons  of  John  Gary,  the 
first  town  clerk  of  Bridgewater,  settled  here  about 
1685,  Francis  on  the  west  side  of  Matfield  River,  in 
Elmwood.  James  in  Beaver. 

Isaac  Alden  settled  here  about  1685.  He  owned 
a  large  tract  of  land  near  Beaver  Brook,  and  erected 
a  house  where  Daniel  N.  and  John  Reed  now  live. 
The  same  year  or  earlier  John  Howard,  Jr.,  settled 
in  Elmwood.     He  lived  on  the  Deacon  Keen  place. 

Joseph   Shaw  came  from   Weymouth,  settled    in 


Beaver  about  1696,  and  built  on  Matfield  River  the 
first  grist-mill  in  East  Bridgewater.  This  water- 
privilege  has  ever  since  been  known  as  Shaw's  Mills. 
Jeremiah  Newland  lived  some  time  before  1700  "  on 
the  eastward  end  of  the  Great  Plain." 

Joseph  Washburn  was  settled  in  East  Bridgewater 
soon  after  King  Philip's  war  in  what  is  now  called 
Satucket,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  some,  if  not  all,  of 
the  Washburns  of  Kingston  and  Plymouth  ;  also  of 
the  Washburns  of  Worcester,  famed  for  their  success 
in  iron  manufactures. 

Elisha  llayward  and  Nathan  Hayward  settled  in 
Elmwood  at  an  early  date. 

Thus  far  have  been  mentioned  the  names  of  a  part 
of  the  settlers  in  East  Bridgewater  prior  to  1700. 

The  East  Precinct  or  Parish  of  Bridgewater  was 
incorporated  in  1723.  The  names  of  the  petitioners 
for  an  act  of  incorporation  it  has  been  impossible  to 
find. 

Incorporation  of  the  East  Precinct. — When 
that  portion  of  Bridgewater  now  known  as  East 
Bridgewater  voted  to  petition  to  be  set  off  as  a  sepa- 
rate precinct,  the  Legislature  chose  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  position  and  propriety  of  the  same. 
What  the  petition  was  we  have  not  been  able  to  find 
out,  but  we  give  the  doings  of  the  Legislature,  as 
follows,  viz. : 

**  Id  Council  read  a  first  time. 

"  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitanta  of  the  Eiist  End  of  tlio  North 
Precinct  in  Bridgewater,  shewing  that  it  was  voted  in  the  said 
North  Precinct  that  they  should  be  set  oft*  a  separate  Precinct 
when  they  should  be  able  to  maintain  a  minister,  which  vote, 
they  apprehend,  waa  countenanced,  if  not  continued,  by  the 
General  Court.  That  they  now  looli  upon  themselves  capable 
of  giving  an  Honorable  Support  to  a  Minister,  and  therefore 
praying  that  they  may  be  set  olT  by  a  straight  line  running 
through  the  centre  of  the  a''  North  Precinct,  and  that  Thirteen 
families  of  the  South  Precinct  may  be  added  to  them. 

"  In  the  House  of  Representative?,  Read  and  Ordered,  that 
the  North  and  South  Precincts  of  the  said  Town  bo  served  with 
a  copy  of  this  petition,  tfcc. ;  and  that  they  may  shew  reason,  if 
any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted, 
on  the  third  Wednesday  of  May  Sessions. 

"  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred.  Consented  to  Dee.  22, 
1722." 

"  The  Petition  of  y'  Inhabitants  of  the  East  End  of  the  North 
Precinct  in  Bridgewater  (as  entered  Dec.  22d,  1722),  ivith  the 
answers  of  the  other  part  of  the  North  Precinct  and  of  the 
South  Precinct  were  Read  and  fully  considered,  and  the  follow- 
ing Vote  passed  thereon,  viz.  : 

"  In  Council :  Ordered  that  Isuac  Winslow  and  Samuel  Tha\- 
tcr,  Esq.,  with  such  as  the  Hon"'"  House  of  Representatives 
shall  appoint,  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Bridgewater  in  the 
recess  of  the  Court  and  hear  the  pleas  and  allegations  of  all 
Parties,  and  view  the  Town  and  consider  the  aituation  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  aeveral  parts  thereof,  and  make  re]tort 
whether  they  judge  it  reasonable  that  the  East  end  of  the 
North  Precinct  be  set  otf  aa  a  aeparate  Precinct,  antl,  if  so, 
whether  any  or  all  of  the  Thirteen  or  Fourteen  Families  prayed 
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for  t'roiu  the  South  Precioct  ought  to  be  added  to  them,  and  by 
what  lines  the  suid  E.iat  purt  should  he  set  off,  the  charge  to  he 
pnid  by  the  Iubabit;inti  of  the  East  end  of  the  North  Precinct, 
who  are  the  petitioners.  In  the  House  of  Representatiire?, 
Read  and  Concurred,  and  ordered  that  Jo^iuh  Cotton,  Isaac 
Little,  and  John  Quincy,  Esq.,  he  added  to  the  Couimittee  for 
the  end  and  purposes  above. 

".Tune  13th,  1723.     Consented  to.  W«.  Dummkii." 

**  Isaac  Winslow,  Esq.,  from  a  Committee  of  Both  Houses, 
gave  in  the  following  Report  as  to  a  New  Precinct  in  the  Town 
of  liridgewater,  viz, : 

"In  obedience  to  an  Order  of  the  General  Court,  bearing  date 
June  13th,  1723,  the  Committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Dridge- 
water,  and  hear  the  pleas  and  allegations  of  all  ])arties,  and 
view  tho  Town,  and  consider  the  situation  and  circumstances  of 
the  .-.everal  i>arts  thereof,  and  make  report  whether  they  judge 
it  reasonable  that  the  East  end  of  the  North  Precinct  be  set 
off  as  a  separate  Precinct,  and  if  so,  whether  any  or  all  of  tho 
thirteen  or  fourteen  families  prayed  for  from  the  South  Precinct 
ought  to  be  added  to  them,  and  by  what  lines  or  bounds  the 
said  East  Precinct  should  be  set  off. 

'*  Having  accordingly  met  together  at  Bridgewater  aforesaid 
on  the  8th  of  July,  1723,  .t  performed  the  service  aforesaid,  are 
humbly  of  opinion  that  the  East  end  of  the  North  Precinct  be 
set  off  as  a  separate  Precinct,  when  they  have  procured  a  Con- 
stant, Learned,  and  Orthodox  Minister  among  them,  aud  that 
the  dividing  line  between  the  East  i  West  Precinct,  be  a  North 
tL  .South  Line  from  the  Centre,  and  that  nine  of  the  thirteen  or 
fourteen  families  i>rayed  for  from  the  South  Precinct — viz.,  the 
Families  of  Barnabas  Seabury,  Thomas  Latham,  Charles 
Latham,  Nicholas  Wade,  Nathaniel  Harding,  Thomas  Hooper, 
Wm.  Conant,^  Isaac  La2ell,and  Joseph  Washburn  (six 'if  which 
have  signed  with  the  petitioners) — be  set  off  to  the  said  East 
Precinct,  and  that  the  great  road  which  leads  from  Plymouth 
to  the  Town  of  Bridgewater  bo  the  dividing  line  between  the 
South  and  East  Precincts,  anil  that  they  bo  freed  from  bearing 
any  charge  in  tho  South  Precinct, 

"  Isaac  Wi.nslow,  pr  order  of  the  Coniiiiittce, 

'*  In  Council  Read  Jt  Accepted,  A  ordered  that  the  Ea.-t  End 
of  the    North    Precinct  of    Bridgewater    be    set    off  a  distinct   l 
Precinct  accordingly.     In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read 
i  Concurred,  Dee,  Uth,  1723. 

'■  Consented  to,  William   Dl'mmlii." 

Villages  and  Localities. — Ea.st  Bridgewater  con- 
tains  a  number  of  villages  or  hamlets;   tiie  principal 
one — often  culled   East  Bridgewater  or  East  Bridi^e- 
water  Village,  sometimes  the  Old  Village — is  near  the 
centre  of  the  town.     Here  are  located  three  houses  of 
worship, — the     Unitarian,     Methodist,    aud     Roman  | 
Catholic, — the  town  hall,  high  school,  post-oflRce,  the  I 
railroad    station    of    the    Bridgewater     Branch,    the  i 
savings-bank,  stores,  iron-foundry,  etc. 

Elmwood  Village  (formerly  Joppa),  in  tho  south-  | 
west  corner  of  the  town,  has  a  post-office  uf  its  own, 
and  lies  on  the  road  to  Bridgewater.  There  are  the  | 
New  Jerusalem  Church,  stores,  and  shoe  manufac- 
tories. The  Elmwood  Station  of  the  Branch  Rail- 
road is  at  the  crossing  of  West  Street,  near  the  house 
of  Henry   Hill.     A   little   farther  westward,  on  the 
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same  street,  is  the  East  and  West  Bridgewater  Station 
of  the  Old  Colony  and  Newport  Railroad.  A  few 
rods  from  the  depot  is  the  stone  which  marks  the  spot 
where  once  stood  the  Centre  ^T/ee,  indicating  the  centre 
of  the  ancient  town  of  Bridgewater.  Near  this  sta- 
tion, where  a  few  years  ago  was  but  one  house,  is  a 
rapidly-growing  little  village. 

Beaver  Village,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
town,  derives  its  name  from  the  fact  that  the  =treaiu 
running  through  it  once  abounded  in  Leavers,  the 
remnants  of  their  industry  having  been  visible  in 
recent  years. 

Satucket,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  contains 
on  one  side,  not  far  from  the  E.  Carver  GiM-Wurk.->, 
the  hill  on  which  the  territory  of  Bridgewater  was 
purchased  of  the  Indians. 

Northville,  in  the  northeast  part  of  tlie  town,  was 
formerly  called  the  Northeaat  School  District,  where 
a  few  years  ago  was  the  first  Methodist  house  of  wor- 
ship in  the  town. 

Eastville  is  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  as  the 
name  implies.     It  is  in  the  centre  of  the  east  part. 

Curtisville,  in  the  southeasterly  part  of  the  town, 
near  Hanson  and  Halifax,  was  named  from  Simeon 
Curtis,  a  respected  resident,  who  died  tliere  in  1864. 

Matfield  is  mostly  on  that  part  of  Pleasant  Street 
north  of  the  Union  meeting-house,  and  includes  a 
part  of  West  Bridgewater  where  are  the  Matfield 
post-office  and  railway-station  of  the  Old  Colony  aud 
Newport  Railroad, 

Aubumville  (formerly  called  West  Crook),  a 
school  district  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  bordering 
on  Abington,  received  its  new  name  in  1873.  On  the 
incorporation  of  the  town  of  South  Abiugtou,  in 
1875,  a  large  part  of  the  district  was  set  off  to  the 
new  town.  The  remainder  of  the  territory  is  still  a 
part  of  East  Bridgewater. 

Each  of  the  above-mentioned  localities  has  its  dis- 
trict school  or  schools,  except  Matfield.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  East  Bridgewater  part  of  Matfield  attend 
the  Beaver  schools. 

Post-Offices. — The  first  post-office  in  the  old  town 
of  Bridgewater  was  established  in  the  East  Parish  of 
Bridgewater,  in  November,  1799,  and  denominated 
the  "  Bridgewater  Post-Office,"  Nahum  .Alitchell, 
Esq,  (afterwards  Judge  Miti-hell),  was  appointed  the 
first  postmaster.  The  post-office  was  kept  in  his  law- 
office.  Prior  to  1799  there  were  but  four  post-offices 
in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  and  in  the  United  States 
but  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  Dr.  Cornell,  the 
mail-carrier,  went  on  horseback  carrying  the  mail  from 
Boston  to  Bristol,  R.  I,,  once  in  a  week,  Thursday 
was  the  regular  day  for  him  to  appear  at  the  post- 
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office  iD  this  village,  but  sometimes  he  did  not  arrive 
till  the  following  Sunday.  Before  the  office  here 
began  operations,  people  were  accustomed  to  go  to 
Weymouth  for  their  letters.  For  the  first  few  ycurs 
the  number  of  newspapers  taken  here  was  small,  and 
the  amount  of  business  done  through  the  mail  was 
very  little. 

Mr.  Mitchell  appears  to  have  continued  in  office  till 
December,  1803,  when  Asa  Mitchell  was  appointed 
postmaster. 

John  M.  Goodwin  became  postmaster  April  20, 
1808. 

Silvanus  L.  Mitchell  became  postmaster  July  1, 
1818. 

Oil  the  30th  of  November,  1831,  the  name  of  the 
office  was  changed  from  Bridgewater  to  East  Bridge- 
water. 

Silvanus  L.  Mitchell  was  appointed  postmaster, 
Nov.  30,  1831  ;  Aaron  Hobart  (afterwards  Judge 
Hobart),  Feb.  4,  1835 ;  Hector  0.  A.  Orr,  March 
31,  1836;  Benjamin  Watson  Keith,  July  1,  1861, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent. 

The  post-office  in  Northville  Village  was  estab- 
lished Jan.  28,  1839,  and  Moses  Bates,  Jr.,  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  the  same  date.  John  Wood- 
bridge  Jenkins  was  appointed  postmaster  Sept.  1, 
1841.     This  office  was  discontinued  Blarch  7,  1844. 

The  post-office  in  Joppa  (now  Elmwood  Village) 
was  established  July  1, 1861,  and  Warren  K.  Church- 
ill appointed  postmaster  at  the  same  time.  He  still 
holds  the  position. 

Tax-payers,  1729. — In  order  that  the  reader  may 
get  an  idea  of  who  the  residents  of  the  precinct 
were  at  an  early  date,  we  append  a  list  of  tax- payers' 
names  for  1729,  as  follows: 

List  of  tax-payers  in  the  East  Precinct  of  Bridge- 
water,  who  resided  to  the  west  of  the  meeting-house 
in  1729: 

Per- 
I'olla.    Beal.    goniil.  Total. 

«.  d,     a.     d.     ».   d.       a.     d. 

S:iiiiuel  Alk-n 3  C  1  9  12  ()«  1)5 

Ncliemiiih  Allen 1   U  1  11  11  0-109 

Nicliulaa  Whitmau 7  0  1  5  0  9  00  02 

Widow  Alden 0  0  0  0  0  5  00  06 

Jonijili  Byriiui 1   0  1  9  0  .'5  03  09 

Julin  Ciiry 19  1  2  0  5  03  04 

Eliiathiiu    Baa:it:tt  .t  Sumuel 

Buiil 3  C  0  8  0  8  0-1  10 

EbuMuiur  Alden 3  6  1  -1  0  8  00  Oa 

Isiuic  Aldcn 19  0  8  0   1  02  00 

John  AlUeu 19  0  3  0  3  02  03 

Dc:icoii  Jttuics  Ciiry 3  6  1  0  0  7  05  01 

Deiicun  Uecuuipcnse  Cary 19  1  0  0  3  03  05 

JiimesSiiow 19  0  11  0  5  03  01 

Widow  Shuw 0  0  1  3  0  3  01  00 

.'^uinuul  Edson 19  0  9  0  8  03  02 

Tiuiulhy  Edaon 19  0  7  0  5  02  09 

John  tiilliaor  X  Robert  Gill- 

mor 3  6  1  4  0  8  05  06 

Ebenezerllill 19  0  4  0  5  05  06 

Eiii.  Ephraiui  Cury 3  6  1  9  0  7  05  10 


I'er- 

Polli.  Best.  Boual.  Total. 

a,  d,  c.  d,  «.  J.  ■.     d, 

\           Gain  Robinson 19  I  4  OS  03  09 

I            Thotnus  Wiwhburn 0  0  (I  3  0  4  (lO  117 

,             John  Orcutt 19  1  6  0   9  04   III! 

Isa^c  .Snow 19  0  G  0   3  U2   UO 

John  Whitmun 1   9  0  0  0  2  01    II 

Jonathan  liasa 19  0  9  12  U.'.  08 

Jrimea  Uiirret 19  0  1  0  4  02  112 

Widow  Sariih  Hayward 3  0  0  6  0  3  04  03 

I  Nathaniel  llayward  i  Timo- 

1                thy  Hayward 3  6  1  7  0  7  05  08 

[            Joseph  Byram 19  0  3  0  7  02  07' 

John  Johuaon 19  0  4  0  0  U2  07 

Christopher  Askins 19  0  0  0   1  01    10 

David  Uillmor 19  0  0  0  0  01  09 

l-Jbenezer  Shaw 19  0  0  0   2  01    II 

Joseph  Shaw 19  0  5  0  4  02  06 

Thomas  Whitman 19  1  6  0  2  02  05 

JonarhanSnow 19  0  1  0  2  02  00 

Matthew  Allen,  Jr 19  0  0  0   1  01   10 

Ebenezer  Whitmarsh 0  0  0  2  0  0  00  o2 

I            Richard  Whitmareh 0  0  0  2  0  0  00  02 

Thomas  White 0  0  0  C  0  0  00  ()6 

Collonall  Lathrop 0  0  0  2  0  0  00  02 

Capt.  Lowren 0  0  0  2  0  0  00  02 

Robert  Askins. 19  0  0  0  1  01    10 

Thomas  Whitmarah 0  0  0  2  0  0  oO  02 

"  This  Bill  of  assessment  for  Defraying  County  Charges,  to  be 
collected  by  Ebenezer  Alden,  was  made  Bridgewater  December 
15th,  Anno  Dom.  1729. 

"Joseph  Edson, 
"  CniLTox  Latuam, 
"NeiiGuiAU  Wasiiuuu.v, 
"  Asgemors  of  ye  lutcn  nf  HyiJijewaier.'* 

The  above  list  of  tax-payers  belonged  to  that  part 
of  the  parish  located  west  of  the  meeting-house. 
The  names  of  the  males  above  mentioned  taxed  for 
real  estate  only  were  those  of  non-residents. 

List  of  tax-payers  in  the  East  Precinct  of  Bridge- 
water,  in  1729,  who  resided  to  the  east  of  the  meet- 
ing-house : 

Ebenezer  Allen.  Samuel  Harris. 

Elisba  Allen.  Thomas  Hooper. 

Josiah  Allen.  Dan'iel  Hudson,  Jr. 

John  Aldcn.  John  Johnson. 

Samuel  Beals.  Chilton  Latham. 

Moses  Biabee.  James  Latham. 

Josiah  Byram.  Charles  Latham. 

Ebenezer  Byram.  Joseph  Latham. 

John  Cary.  Thomas  Latham. 

William  Conant.  Isaac  Lazell. 

David  Conant.  Theodosius  Moore. 

Samuel  Dawes.  David  Pratt. 

William  Davenport.  John  Pryur. 

Dennis  Egcrton.  Thomas  RccorJa. 

Matthew  Gannett.  Barnabas  Scabury. 

Joseph  Gannett.  Ebenezer  .Sanders. 

Nathaniel  Harden.  Thomas  Snell. 

Benjamin  Hayward.  John  Trask. 

John  Holman.  Nicholas  Wade. 

John  Hanmer.  Joseph  Washburn. 

Isaac  Harris.  Josiah  Winslow. 

Assessment  for  1757. — The  list  of  assessments  to 
defray  the  necessary  charges  arising  in  the  East  Pre- 
cinct in  Bridgewater,  together  with  the  Rev.  John 
Angier's  salary,  and  is  to  be  collected  by  Zacharias 
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Sliaw,  constable,  made  by  us,  the  subscribers,  this  9tli 
day  of  December  Aduo  Domini  1757.  Sij^ned,  Eben- 
ezer  Alden,  Thomas  Whitman,  John  Oreutt,  assessors. 


LieHCOii  Selh  Allen. 
Enoigo  .AlattLtiW  Allen. 
Ibitiic  Allen. 
Elialia  Alleu. 
Junuthuii  A11l-ii. 
Ebeiiezer  Aided. 
laauc  AlJeu. 
Joliu  Allien. 
laiiac  Allien,  Jr. 
JunutliuD  Aldun. 
Willow  llaylu  uiiU  Israel. 
"Willow  Ueul. 
Natliuu   Uc-al. 
Duiiiel  Deiil. 
Jouiilliuu  Ueal. 

Oenjaniiii  Ueul. 

Lieut.  Jonuttiun  Hnaa. 
JeMB  Byraiu. 

Duvid  KdHon. 

BeiijamiD  Uyiaui. 

KpbrHiui  Cary,  Jr. 

Deacon  Jad.  Cary  and  Barril. 

Ueiicuu  iCecuaipeuBu  Cary. 

Julin  Caiy. 

Icliabod  Cary. 

ZebuluD  <'ary. 

John  Barnl. 

Uenry  Cary. 

Samuel  and  Nuthauiel  Edoon. 

JuHbpli  k^daou,  Jr. 

Jamert  Kdbun. 

Jolin  Kgertoo. 

Ui-zukiali  Kgertou, 

I'erkins  Gurney. 

Ebenezer  Hill. 

Jacob  lllll. 

Kleuzer  Hill. 

Willluin  IletuMey.Jr. 

JudupLi  Keith. 

Jooeph  Keith,  Jr. 

Juuiea  Kuitlt. 

David  Keith. 


Lieut.  Duvid  Kingman. 

Juoiea  Lovel. 

Ca|>t.  Edward  Mitchell. 

Hugh  Orr. 

JuiiHthau  r^tkiu8. 

Samuel  Porter. 

Samuel  Porter,  Jr. 

JoBeph  Purttr. 

Ebeuezer  Purler. 

Joshua  Pool. 

Mical.  Puul. 

Junepli  Uubercjun. 

Joaepli  Shaw. 

Ebenezcr  Shaw. 

Zacliariaa  Shaw, 

Widow  ilary  Whitniuo. 

Widow  Elizabeth  Whitman. 

Capt.  Thomiut  Whitman. 

John  Whitman. 

David  Whitman. 

Eleazer  Whitman. 

P«(er  Whitniaa. 

Nicholaa  Whitman. 

Jacob  Whiluiau. 

Samuel  Whituniu. 

Joseph  Wesley. 

Ebeuezer  Whituiau. 

Abner  Kiugtuan. 

John  Whitman,  Jr. 

Juuathun  Oreutt. 

John  Keith. 

Ebenezer  Hill,  Jr. 

William  Corbit. 

Theophiluu  Byiiim. 

Jouuthan  Snow. 

Johu  McWhorter. 

Nathan  Whitman. 

Micah  French. 

JoUu  Price. 

Johu  Hagan. 

Johu  Uaumore. 


Assessments  for  1778. — A  list  of  assessment  for 
the  defraying  the  town  and  county  cliarge  for  the 
year  past,  to  be  collected  by  Josiah  Johnson,  consta- 
ble, and  was  made  by  us  Jan.  24,  1778.  Signed  by 
David  Kingman,  Eleazer  Cary,  Josiah  Richards,  as- 
sessors for  the  town  of  Bridgewater. 


Capt.  Matthew  Allen. 
Capt.  Nathan  Alden. 
Iciajic  Allen. 
Ezra  Allen. 
Nathan  Alden,  Jr. 
IntuiC  Allen,  Jr. 
JonutUuu  Alden. 
Simeon  Alden. 
lauac  Alden. 
Ebenezer  Bitibee. 
John  Uiabee. 
Kbenezer  Bluhee,  Jr. 
Jonathau  Ueall. 
Azariiih  Beall. 
Joseph  Ueall. 
Itlayhew  Belcher, 
Jeoae  Byrum. 
Jooiah  Byruin. 
Bunjuniin  Byram. 
John  Bruwn. 
Job  Bearce. 


Williuiu  Barril. 

Ensign  Jocthiia  Barril. 

Joseph  Bolton. 

Lieut.  Ephralm  Gary. 

Ephraiiu  Cary,  Jr. 

Daniel  Cary. 

Joseph  Cntucb, 

Ebeiiezer  Drake. 

Samuel  and  Nathaniel   Edat 

John  Kddun. 

Pei'kiu»  Gurney. 

Jucub  Hill. 

Eleazer  Uill. 

Hu^ekiuh  Hill. 

Jacob  Hill,  Jr. 

William  lleiooy. 

Solomon  Hersey. 

William  Hetsuy,  Jr. 

Juuiah  Juhnsou. 

Kobcrt  Jamerson. 

William  Johusoii. 


Capt.  Joseph  Keith. 

David  Keith. 

David  Keith,  Jr. 

Eleazer  Keith. 

Seth  Keith. 

George  Keith. 

Daniel  Kini^maD. 

Silvanus  Lttzell. 

Ibaac  Lazell. 

John  Lazell. 

Jamei  Lovetl. 

John  Lazell,  Jr. 

Cul.  Edward  MitcheU. 

Capt.  Eli:jlta  Mitchell. 

Ensign  Cuehitig  Mitchell. 

John  Mitchell. 

Alexander  Monro. 

Nathan  Niles, 

Silaa  Niles. 

Uaniah  Niles. 

Hugh  Orr.  Edq. 

Cape.  Uobert  Orr. 

Nathan  Oreutt. 

Peter  Pratt, 

Samuel  Porter. 

Samuel  Porter,  Jr. 

James  Porter. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Pool. 

Elijah  Peck. 

Solumon  Packard. 


William  Robinson. 
Hezekiah  Rued. 
Benjamin  Robinbon. 
£d\sard  UublMsun. 
Joseph  Smith. 
Ebenezer  Shaw. 
Chiistoplier  Sevor. 
Deacon  /.ach.iiiah  Shaw. 
Zachariah  Shaw,  Jr. 
ThoUKis  T.irrey. 
Juniah  Turrey,  Jr. 
William  Vinton. 
George  Viuiiig. 
Josi'ph  Vinluii. 
Widow  Bely  and  Juslali  Whit- 
man. 
Nichuhib  Wl.iunan. 
liaac  W'hilniHii. 
Deucuik  Tliuiii.iH  Wliituian. 
Licnt.  Pett-r  Wlntiuaii. 
William  Whitman. 
Eleazer  Waaliburn. 
Jacob  Whitniaibh. 
Lieut.  Juhu  Whitman. 
Marlboro  Whiten. 
Ezra  Whiimaii. 
Nathan  Whitman. 
Micah  White.  Jr. 
Eleazer  Whitman. 


A  list  of  assessment  for  the  Defraying:  tlie  Charge 
in  the  East  Precinct  in  Bridgewater.  togethrr  with 
Rev"  Mr.  Angier'a  Sallery,  to  be  CoilecLcd  by  Jona- 
than Conant,  Constable,  made  by  us  Jan.  28,  1778. 
Signed  by  David  Kingman,  Nathan  Alden,  Assessors 
for  Euat  Precinct,  Bridgewater. 


Mr.  Matthew  AUea. 

Samuel  Allen. 

Jupbet  Allen. 

Judeph  Allen. 

Josiah  Alleu. 

Ebenezer  Byraui. 

Jonathau  Ounant. 

Elia:^  Conant. 

Widow  Khodah  Conant. 

Nathaniel  Chamberlin. 

Job  Chaiuberliu. 

Deiijumin  Chamberllu. 

John  Chamberlin. 

Kbenezer  Crooker. 

Josiub  Cary. 

Winslow  ClUt. 

Arthur  Hams. 

Edward  Uayford. 

Juhn  Hatch. 

Lieut.  James  Keith. 

Jauied  Keith,  Jr. 

David  Kingman, 

Ensign  Chadeti  Latham. 

Woodward  Latham. 

Thomas  Latham. 

Seth  Latham. 

Widow  Mary  Latham  ic  Son. 

Nathaniel  Luwdeu. 

Robert  Latham. 

Lieut.  Neheuiiah  Latham. 

Allen  Marshall. 

Seth  Mitchell. 

Jacob  Mttchelt. 

Seth  Mitchell,  Jr. 

Joseph  Noyes. 

Dr.  Isaac  OtU. 

Dr.  Jusiah  Otid. 


Isaac  Otis,  Jr. 
Jonathan  IVikins. 
Samuel  Whiimaii. 
Stephen  Whitman. 
Benjamin  Wliitlnan. 
Capt.  Simeon  Whitman. 
Sinieuii  Whitman,  Jr. 
Thuuiaa  Whiliitaii,  Jr. 
Lieut.  Antltony  Wiu^low. 
Wido  Anna  Washburn. 
Levi  Washburn, 
Consider  Cnsliinan. 
Lieut.  Robert  I'awea. 
Nathan  Dau-es. 
William  Daniels. 
Anioa  I''oid. 

Widow  Slahelal-le  I'rench. 
Cain.  Joseph  Ganncll. 
Simon  Gannett 
Seth  Gannett. 
Matthew  Gannett. 
Widow  Martha  Gannett. 
John  Gardner. 
Nathan  Uudaon. 
Juhn  Hiidoun. 
John  Hooper. 
Lii.-nt.  Beiijumiu  Harris. 
Thuuii.-*  Parris. 
Benjamin  Pivrris. 
David  Pratt. 
Joshua  Pratt. 
Samuel  Pr.itt,  Jr. 
Anthony  Peiice. 
Mark  Phillips. 
Gain  Uuhinttoii. 
Juine-*  RubiiiBun. 
Robert  Robiusun. 


HISTORY    OF    EAST    BRIDGEWATER. 


839 


TholiKiA  Ruflsel. 
Wiiluw  Miiry  lUDidille. 

Incit-asu  Uublu^uu, 
Wjnttlow  RlcliunJoon. 
Elijali  Suiltli. 
JiiUK-s  aliaw. 
Aotliuny  Sheannau. 

UuriiultuM  Suell. 

Joliri  ^oiilh. 

Wjtluvv  Sarah  Stetmto. 


Widow  Ablah  Taylor. 
Juuntbuti  WLltoiaii. 
Setli  Wliltuiau  JL  Sun. 
Olivt-r  Wfuhburu. 
JumeH  Wade. 
Niculud  Wade. 
Hubert  Watle. 
Amud  WbilDiau. 
Kbeuezer  Wbituiao,  Jr. 
Jolio  Voung. 
Uobert  YuuDg. 


SELECTMEN  OF  THE  EAST  PARISH  OF  BRIDGE- 
AVATER. 

Siiinuol  Allen,  1724. 

Cliilton  Latham,  1725,  '2C,  '27,  '28,  '29,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '34. 
Deituou    Recompense  Cary,  1735,  '3C,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '42, 

'43,  '4  I,  '4.5,  '46,  '47,  '48,  '49,  '50,  '53,  '52,  '53,  '04,  '55,  ■5«. 
Cupt.   Thomaa    Wliitiuan,  1757,  '58,  '69,  '60,  '61,  '62,  '63,  '64, 

'65,  '66. 
Capt.  l-Mwaril  Mitchell,  1767,  '6S,  '69,  '70,  '71,  '72,  '73. 
Lieut.  Kphraim  Gary,  1774,  '75,  '76,  '77. 
Deacon  Nathaniel  Edjon,  1778,  '79,  '80,  '81,  '82,  '83. 
Capt.  Elisha  Jlitchell,  17S4,  '85,  '86,  '87,  '88,  '89. 
Deacon  John  Whitman,  1790,  '91.  '92,  '93. 
Jaiiic3  Thomas,  1794,  '95. 
Nahuni  Mitchell,  1706,  '97,  '98,  '99,  1800. 
Capt.    Eira    Kingman,  ISOl,  '02,  '03, '04, '05,  06, '07, 'OS, '09, 

'10,  'U,  'i:',  '13,  '14,  '15,  '16,  '17,  '18,  '19,  '20. 
AlfreJ  Whitman,  1821,  '22,  '23. 

CLERKS  OF  THE    EAST   PARISH   OP   BRIDGEWATER. 

Ebenezer  Byram,  1724,  '25,  '26,  '27,  '28,  '29. 

Ebenezer  AlUen,  1730,  '31. 

James  Cary,   1732,  '33,  '34,  '35,  '36,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '42, 

'43,  '44,  '45,  '46,  '47,  '48,  '49,  '50. 
Seth  Allen,  1751,  '52,  '53,  '54,  '55,  '56,  '57,  '58,  '59. 
John  Orcatt,  17fO,  '61,  '62,  '63,  '64. 
David  Kingman,  Jr.,  1765. 
Nathaniel  Edson,   1760,  *67,  '63,  '69,  '70,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75, 

'76,  '77. 
David  Kingman,   1778,  '79,  'SO,  '81,  '82,  '83,  "84,  '85,  'S6,  '87, 

'»S,  '89,  '90,  '01,  '92,  '93,  '94,  '95. 
Nahum  Mitchell,  1796,  '97,  '98. 
Ezra  Kingman,   1799,  ISOO,  '01,  '02,  '03,  '04,  '05,  '06,  '07,  '08, 

'09,  'lu,  '11,  '12,  '13,  '14,  '15,  '16,  '17,  '18, '19,  '20, '21, '22. 
Bartholomew  Brown,  1823. 

TREASURERS    OF    THE    EAST    PARISH    OF    BRIDGE- 
WATER. 


Samuel  Allen,  1724. 
Nehemiah  Allen,  1725. 
Jonathan  BasH,  1726. 
Chilton  Latham,  1727. 
Ebenezer  Alden,  1728. 
Isaac  Harris,  1729,  "30,  '31. 


David  Kingmaa,  1747. 
Joshua  Pratt,  1748. 
Ephraim  Cary,  1749. 
David  Hill,  1750. 
Daniel  Hudson,  1751. 
Jonathan  Bass,  1752. 


Lieut.  Ebenezer  Byram,  1732.  '  Hugh  Orr,  1753. 


Samuel  Kdson,  1733. 
John  Oicutt,  1734. 
Thomas  Whitman,  1735. 
Charles  Latham,  1736. 
Joseph  Keith,  1737. 
John  Cary,  1738. 
Joseph  Gannett,  1739. 
Cornet  Samuel  Beals,  1740. 
Capt,  John  Holman,  1741. 
Matthew  Allen,  Jr.,  1742. 
Seth  Allen,  1743,  '44,  '45. 
Edward  Mitchell,  1746. 


Jesse  Byram,  1754. 

Capt.  Thomas  Whitman,  1755, 

'58,  '57,  '58,  '59,  '60,  '61,  '62, 

'63, '64, '65. 
Ensign    Joseph    Keith,    1766, 

'67, '68, '69, '70, '71, '72, '73. 
David    Kingman,     1774,    '75, 

'76. 
William  Snell,  1777. 
David  Kingman,  1778, '79. 
Ephraim  Cary,  Jr.,  1780. 
Capt.  Elisha  Mitchell,  1781. 


Nathan  Whitman,  1782. 
David     Kingman,     1783,    '84, 

'85,  'S6,  '87. 
Deacon    John  Whitman,  1788, 

'89. 
David  Kingman,  1790. 
Capt.    Isaac    Whitman,    1791, 

'92. 
Dovid  Kingman,  1793,  '94,  '95. 
Isaac  Whitman,  1796,  '97,  '98, 

'99. 


Ezra  Kingman,  ISUO,  '01,  '02, 

'03,  '04,  '05,  '06. 
Nabum  Mitchell,  1x07,'  Ub,  '09, 

'10,  'II,  '12. 
Deacon  William   Harris,  1SI3, 

'14,  '15,  '16,  '17,  '18. 
Gushing  Mitchell,  Jr.,  1819. 
William  Harris,  Jr.,  1820. 
Cashing    Mitchell,    Jr.,    1821, 

'22,  '23. 


CHAPTER    II. 


First  Chureb  in  East  Bridgewater — First  Mecting-Housc — 
East  Parish  of  Bridgewater — Original  Church  Members — 
Second  Meeting-Uouse — Rev.  John  Angier — Rev.  Samuel 
Angier — Third  Meeting-Uouse — Rev.  James  Hunt — Rev. 
Benjamin  Fessenden — Rev.  John  A.  Williams — Rev.  Elipha- 
let  P.  Crafts — Rev.  Samuol  Adama  Devens — Rev.  George  A. 
Williams — Rev.  Ira  Henry  Thomas  Blanchard — Rev.  Na- 
thaniel AVbitman — Rev.  Joseph  Hobson  Phipps — Rev.  Silas 
Farrington  — Rev.  Francis  Charles  Williams — Rev.  John  Wil- 
liams Quinly — Deacons  of  the  First  Church. 

First  Church  in  East  Bridgewater. — On  the 
28tli  of  October,  1724,  a  church  was  gathered  in  the 
east  part  of  Bridgewater,  now  the  town  of  East  Bridge- 
water,  and  Rev.  John  Angier,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Angier,  of  Rehobotb,  was  ordained,  according  to  Con- 
gregational usage,  its  pastor.  For  sixty  years  the 
dwellers  here  had  worshiped  in  tiie  meeting-house  at 
West  Bridgewater,  which  the  greater  part  of  that 
time  had  been  the  only  meeting-house  in  the  whole  of 
Bridgewater,  but  the  distance  which  many  were 
obliged  to  travel  was  so  great  that  it  became  very  de- 
sirable to  have  a  place  of  worship  much  nearer.  The 
number  of  people  here  was  not  large.  No  exact  cen- 
sus has  been  obtained,  but  from  a  tax-list  of  1721),  and 
an  enumeration  of  families,  the  number  may  have 
been  three  hundred  and  twenty-five.  Some  time  prior 
to  the  establishment  of  the  ministry,  or  the  incorpora- 
tion of  a  parish  in  this  part  of  the  old  town,  the  in- 
habitants with  their  slender  means  had  erected  a 
meeting-house  on  the  spot  where  the  present  first 
]  parish  meeting-house  stands.  According  to  a  diary 
kept  by  Deacon  James  Cary,  the  house  was  raised  on 
tlie  15th  of  March,  1721.  The  land  on  wiiich  it  was 
placed  was  owned  by  Samuel  Allen,  son  of  Samuel 
Allen  the  first  settler  here,  who,  on  the  28d  of  the 
following  May,  as  the  deed  of  the  land  declares,  "  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  regard  he  hath  for  settling 
the  Ministry  in  the  east  end  of  the  North  Precinct 
in  Bridgewater,  doth  give,  grant,  make  over,  convey, 
and  confirm  unto  the  said  east  end  of  the  North 
Precinct  (designing  with  submission  to  the  authority 
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to  be  a  distinct  precinct),  to  their  proper  use,  behoof, 
and  disposal,  a  certain  small  piece  of  land  lying  in 
Bridgewater  aforesaid,  on  which  the  frame  of  a  meet- 
ing-house nearly  erected,  in  said  Precinct,  now  stand- 
eth,  for  conveoiency  about  said  meeting-house,  etc." 

East  Parish  of  Bridgewater  (now  the  First 
Parish  of  East  Bridgewaterj. — The  East  Pre- 
cinct or  Parish  of  Bridgewater  was  incorporated 
by  the  General  Court  of  the  Province  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  Dec.  14,  1723,  and  the  first  meeting 
of  the  parish  as  such  legally  called,  and  presided 
over  by  Joshua  Cushing,  Esq.,  "  one  of  his  Majes- 
tie'a  Justices  of  Peace  for  the  County  of  Plym- 
outh," was  held  on  Monday  the  27th  of  January, 
1724,  at  which  Capt.  Nicholas  Bryam  was  chosen 
moderator ;  Ebenezer  Byram,  clerk ;  Samuel  Allen, 
Nathaniel  Hayward,  and  Recompense  Gary,  assessors  ; 
Josiah  Allen,  collector ;  and  Samuel  Allen,  treas- 
urer. 

"  An  All  fu  vUuiiye  the  inimt  uj  the  Eaat  Paiiah  uf  Biidiji:- 
ualer :  Be  it  cniiutcd  by  tiie  Senate  and  llouae  of  Keprcsenta- 
tivci  in  Genciul  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  tUe 
same,  that  the  parish  heretofore  kuowD  aud  called  by  the  uamo 
of  the  East  Parish  or  I'reuinct  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  County 
of  Plymouth,  shall  no  longer  bear  that  name,  but  henceforth 
shall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  uf  the  First  Parish  in 
East  Bridgewater,  and  all  officers  of  said  parish  shall  hold 
and  c.xerciso  their  respective  oflices  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
would  have  done  bad  not  the  name  of  said  parish  beeo  changed." 
June  12,  1824. 

On  the  lUth  of  February  the  parish  voted  to  raise 
by  a  tax  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  which  sum  was  to 
be  collected  by  the  1st  of  the  following  June,  and  Cliil- 
tou  Latham,  Samuel  Allen,  Isaac  Aldcn,  Nathaniel 
Hayward,  and  Capt.  Byram  were  chosen  a  committee 
to  obtain  a  minister.  The  society  was  then  in  work- 
ing order,  and  candidates  were  heard. 

On  the  14th  uf  April,  "  ye  inhabitants  then  met, 
agreed  by  a  unanimous  vote  to  give  the  Rev.  Mr. 
John  Angier  a  call  to  settle  with  them  in  ye  work  of 
ye  Ministry  according  to  the  Gospel."  His  answer 
at  first  was  in  the  negative,  but  afterwards  so  strong 
a  desire  was  expressed  for  his  consent  to  become  their 
spiritual  guide,  that  he  yielded  aud  was  ordained. 

The  compeusatiun  to  the  young  candidate  was  a 
"  grattis"  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  together 
with  ten  acres  of  land,  and  an  annual  salary  for  the 
first  year  eighty  pounds,  for  the  second  year  eighty- 
five  pounds,  for  the  third  year  ninety  pounds,  for  the 
fourth  year  ninety-five  pounds,  for  the  fifth  year  a 
hundred  pounds,  and  henceforward  a  hundred  pounds 
each  year. 

First  Meeting-House. — The  terms  of  settlement 
having  been  agreed  upon  at  a  precinct  meeting,  held 


on  the  27th  of  August,  James  Gary,  Ebenezer  Alden, 
and  John  Orcutt  were  "  chosen  a  committee  to  finish 
ye  meeting  house  so  far  as  is  Necessary  for  ye  present, 
and  made  choice  of  Capt.  Byram,  Mr.  [Theodosius] 
Moore,  and  Samuel  Allen  to  dispose  of  ye  pues  in  ye 
meeting-house." 

The  dimensions  of  the  building  nowhere  appear 
on  the  records,  but  it  probably  was  about  forty  feet 
square,  with  sixteen  feet  posts.  When  the  house  wus 
completed  there  were  only  eleven  pews  below  and 
nine  in  the  gallery.  All  the  pews  were  built  next  to 
the  sides  of  the  house,  none  in  the  body.  Tlie  In- 
dians had  liberty  of  making  pews  for  thcmselvus  under 
the  alairs.  The  body  of  the  house  was  wholly  taken 
up  by  long,  common  seats.  No  pews  seem  to  have 
been  built  till  1725  or  later. 

On  the  24th  of  September  it  was  voted  that  the 
ordination  should  take  place  on  the  2Sth  of  October 
next,  and  to  appropriate  "  for  the  delVayiiig  of  ye 
charges  of  ye  ordination  of  ye  Rev.  Mr.  John  Angier, 
fifteen  pounds  in  money,"  and  it  was  "  agreed  by  a 
clear  vote  that  Jonathan  Bass  and  Ebctiuzer  Byram 
should  provide  for  tlie  same." 

Original  Church  Members. — The  names  of  the 
members  of  the  church  gathered  on  the  28th  of  Octo- 
ber are  as  follows,  viz. : 


Nicholas  Byram. 
Samuel  Allen. 
Isaac  Alden. 
John  Pryer. 
Ebenezer  Allen. 
Kicholaa  Whitman. 
Elisha  Allen. 
Recompense  Gary, 
Ebeneicr  Byram. 
James  Cary. 
James  Snow. 
Ebenezer  Alden. 
Mary  Byram. 
Mary  Allen. 
Mebitabel  Alden. 
Bethya  Pryer. 
llebecca  Allen. 


Mary  Whitman. 
Mebitabel  Allen. 
Mary  Cary. 
Hannah  Byram. 
Sarah  Cary. 
Iluth  Snow. 
Anna  .^Ideu. 
Widow  Mary  Cary. 
Widow  Sarah  Cros.-^mun. 
AVidow  Sai'ah  Brett, 
^lary  Ba^selt. 
Bathiab  Hill. 
Elizabeth  Cary. 
Abigail  Harris. 
Hannah  Whitinan. 
Widow  Judith  Sliaw. 


The  churches  which  were  present  on  that  occasion, 
by  their  elders  and  messengers,  were  the^e,  viz. : 

The  church  at  Taunton:   Rev.  Samuel  Danlorth. 

The  South  Church  in  Scituate :  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Eells. 

The  church  at  Middleboro' :   Rev.  Peter  Thatcher. 

The  church  at  Rochester :   Rev.  Timothy  Ruggles. 

The  church  in  Pembroke ;  Rev.  Daniel  Lewis. 

The  church  in  Abingtou  :  Rev.  Samuel  Brown. 

The  church  in  West  Bridgewater :  Rev.  Daniel 
Perkins. 

The  church  in  South  Bridgewater:  Rev.  Benjamin 
Allen. 
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The  services  on  that  occasion  began  with  prayer 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Daiiforth.  Mr.  Tliatcher  preached  from 
St.  Joliii  xxi.  15,  16,  17. 

Mr.  Eells  gave  the  charge,  and  Mr.  Lewis  the  right 
band  of  fellowsiiip. 

After  the  services  in  the  house  of  worship  the 
ministers  and  invited  guests  dined  at  the  tavern 
which  stood  near  the  north  bank  of  Satucket  River. 
The  t;ible  was  arranged  on  a  line  running  east  and 
west  ill  the  open  air  and  beneath  the  shade  of  trees. 
The  west  end  of  the  table  rested  on  a  rock  which  is 
still  standing,  as  is  also,  according  to  the  tradition, 
part  of  a  tree  which  has  never  ceased  from  that  early 
date  to  yield  its  fruits  as  autumn  returns. 

Second  Meeting-House. — During  the  ministry  of 
Rev.  John  Angicr  a  second  house  of  worship  in  place 
of  the  first  one  was  erected,  nearly  on  the  same  site, 
but  a  few  feet  farther  eastward.  This  house  was  fifty- 
six  feet  long,  twenty-two  feet  high,  and  forty-five  feet 
wide,  and  completed  in  175  i.  The  first  house  re- 
mained standing  till  the  second  was  finished  and  was 
then  removed,  Hon.  Hugh  Orr,  the  purchaser,  using 
its  timbers  in  the  construction  of  his  mill  on  Mattield 
River,  in  which  his  cannon  were  bored  for  use  by  the 
Revolutionary  forces.  An  item  of  interest  connected 
with  the  second  house  may  be  here  mentioned.  When 
the  last  call  was  made  for  troops  in  the  Revolutionary 
struggle  the  parish  sold  six  places  for  pews  where 
long  seats  had  been,  and  thus  readily  obtained  money 
to  send  their  complement  of  men  to  the  front. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1767,  Rev.  Samuel 
Angier  was  ordained  colleague  pastor  with  his 
father.  Rev.  John  Angier. 

The  ministers  and  churches  that  participated  in 
this  ordination  were  : 

Rev.  Daniel  Perkins,  of  the  West  Parish  of  Bridge- 
water,  gave  the  charge,  Rev.  Jonathan   Parker,  of 
Plympton,  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.     The  sermon 
was  by  Rev.  John  Angier,  father  of  the  pastor-elect, 
from    Matt.   xiii.   3 :    "  And  he  spake   many  things  | 
unto  them  in  parables,  saying,  '  Behold  a  sower  went  | 
forth  to  sow.'  "     The  discourse  was  printed,  and  is  to  \ 
be  found  in  the  last  edition  of  the  Bridgewutei-' x  Mon- 
itor, with  a  preface  attributed  to  the  pen  of  Hugh 
Orr,  Esq. 

At  the  time  of  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Samuel  An- 
gier, the  town  of  Bridgewatcr  contained  four  parishes 
and  part  of  a  fifth.  The  preface  to  the  Monitor 
mentions  one  interesting  fact.  "  It  may  be  said  to 
the  honor  of  this  people  (the  whole  of  the  ancient 
town)  that  disaffection  to  their  minister  or  contention 
among  themselves  has  never  given  rise  to  a  new  parish. 
The  sole  motive  of  their  separating  from  time  to  time 


has  been  that  they  might  enjoy  the  ordinances  of  re- 
ligion with  more  convenience." 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Angier  continued  in  the  pastor- 
ate together  till  the  decease  of  the  elder  Angier,  April 
14,  1787,  aged  eighty-five.  Rev.  Samuel  died  Jan. 
18,  1805,  aged  sixty-one. 

Rev.  John  Angier. — Rev.  Samuel  Angier,  son  of 
Rev.  Edmund  Angier,  of  Cambridge,  married,  in 
1680,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Urian  Oakes,  fourth 
president  of  Harvard  University ;  and  was  settled  at 
Rehoboth  in  1679,  and  in  the  West  Precinct  of  Water- 
town  (now  Waltham)  in  1696.  Rev.  John  Angier, 
the  first  minister  in  East  Bridgewater,  son  of  llev. 
Samuel  Angier  above  mentioned,  was  born  in  Wal- 
tham in  1701,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  University 
in  172U.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  sixteen  out 
of  the  twenty-one  members  of  Rev.  John  Angler's 
college  class  became  pastors  of  churches. 

He  married,  Nov.  23,  1732,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Ezra  (Esq.)  and  Martha  (Prince)  Bourne,  of  Sand- 
wich. The  marriage  ceremony  was  conducted  by  the 
bride's  father,  who  was  one  of  his  Majesty's  justices 
of  the  peace.  The  ministry  of  Rev.  John  Angier  over 
the  East  Church,  in  Bridgewater,  from  Oct.  28,  1724, 
to  his  decease,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  April 
14,  1787  (a  period  of  over  sixty-two  years),  seems  to 
have  been  a  peaceful  one.  The  parish  had  increased 
considerably,  and  a  new  house,  larger  than  the  first, 
had  been  built  in  the  course  of  his  ministry.  He  was 
beloved  by  his  people  and  respected  by  the  neighboring 
churches. 

llev.  Samuel  Angier,  the  second  minister  in  East 
Bridgewater,  son  of  Rev.  John  Angier,  was  born 
March  20,  1743,  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in 
1763,  and  was  ordained  colleague  pastor  with  his 
father,  Dec.  23,  1767.  He  was  a  man  very  decided 
in  his  opinions,  in  demeanor  grave  and  dignified, 
rather  di£Bdent,  but  was  kind,  benevolent,  and  atten- 
tive to  all  prescribed  duties,  and  in  devotional  exer- 
cises he  excelled.  He  did  not  much  visit  his  people 
familiarly,  and  could  not  be  very  sociable  with  chil- 
dren. Whenever  he  appeared  in  public  he  wore  a 
wig,  a  three-cornered  hat,  small-clothes,  and  knee- 
buckles.  At  the  close  of  divine  service  on  the  Sab- 
bath the  people  waited  for  him  to  descend  from  the 
pulpit  and  pass  down  the  aisle  before  they  left  their 
pews,  lie  bowing  politely  to  them  as  he  passed.  He 
strictly  observed  the  Sabbath,  refraining  from  all 
secular  matters  on  Saturday  after  sunset.  He  would 
never  own  a  chaise,  preferring  always  to  journey  on 
horseback.  He  continued  a  bachelor  till  he  was  fifty- 
three  years  of  age,  when  he  married,  Nov.  29,  1796, 
Judith,  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  and  Judith  (Miller) 
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Smith,  of  Pembroke.  Mrs.  Aogier,  ou  the  IStli  of 
JuiiO,  179S,  while  riding  od  horseback  and  descend- 
ing the  iiill  south  of  the  common,  was  tlirown  from 
tiie  liorse  and  received  injuries  from  the  effects  of 
which  slie  never  recovered.  She  died  April  24,  1803, 
ai;ed  fifly-tive  years.  He  died  Jan.  18,  1805,  aged 
sixty-one  years. 

Third  Meeting-House. — The  third  house  of  wor- 

shij)  (the  present  one)  in  East  Bridgewater  was  erected 

in  1794,  on  exactly  the  same  site  as  that  of  the  firat. 

Tlie   pariah    had    increased  aud  a  new   house  was 

needed. 

The  second  house  remained  standing,  and  was  occu- 
pied till  the  completion  of  the  third,  and  was  not 
fini.ihed  till  near  the  close  of  1795.  Its  dimensions, 
tilty-four  by  sixty-eight,  and  twenty-eight  feet  high. 
Public  worship  took  place  in  it  for  the  first  time  Jan. 
10,  179tj,  when  the  pastor.  Rev.  Samuel  Angier, 
preached  from  Leviticus  x.  3  :  "Then  Moses  said  unto 
Aaron,  'This  is  it  that  the  Lord  spake,  saying,  I  will 
be  sanctified  in  them  that  come  nigh  me,  and  before 
all  the  people  I  will  be  glorified.'  " 

The  house  was  a  solid  structure,  built  after  the  model 
of  a  former  generation,  with  its  three  galleries  and  its 
"  suundiog-board"  or  canopy.  In  1850  it  was  re- 
modeled in  accordance  with  the  demands  of  the  times, 
aud  is  a  neat  and  convenient  house  of  worship. 

The  third  minister  settled  in  East  Bridgewater  was 
Rev.  James  Flint,  son  of  James  Flint,  born  in  North 
Reading,  Dec.  10,  1779.  He  graduated  at  Harvard 
University,  1SU2;  ordained  pastor  of  this  society 
Oct.  29,  180U. 

The  services  at  the  ordination  were  as  follows  : 
Sermon  by  Rev.  Jacob  Flint,  of  Cohasset :  Text, 
2  Tim.  iv.  2 ;  ordaining  prayer,  by  Rev.  David  Gur- 
ney,  of  Titicut ;  charge,  by  Rev.  Eliab  Stone,  of  Read- 
ing; right   hand  of   fellowship   and   address    to    the 
church  and  society,  by  Rev.  John  Reed,  D.D.,  of  West  \ 
Bridgewater ;    concluding   prayer,  by    Rev.   Timothy  ; 
Flint,  of  Lunenburg.  ! 

Ho  resigned  his  office  April  0,  1821,  and  was  in-  : 
stalled  pastor  of  the  East  Church,  in  Salem,  Sept.  19, 
1821.  He  was  honored  by  his  Alma  Mater  with  the 
degree  of  S.T.D.  in  1825.  He  was  a  brilliant  writer 
aud  a  poet;  was  the  author  of  the  Pilgrim  song  en- 
titled, "Two  Hundred  Years  Ago."  He  died  iu 
Salem,  March  4,  1855,  aged  seventy-five. 

The  next  pastor  w;is  Rev.  Benjamin  Fesscndeu, 
born  in  Sandwich,  Mass.,  June  13,  1797  ;  graduated 
at  Harvard  College,  1817;  ordained  Sept.  19,  1821. 
He  resigned  tlie  pastoral  office  Nov.  6,  1825,  and  be- 
came a  manufacturer.  He  died  in  Valley  Falls,  R.  I., 
Jan.  6,  1881,  age  eighty-three.    Services  at  the  ordi- 


nation were  as  follows  :  Introductory  prayer,  by  Rev. 
Morrill  Allen,  of  Pembroke ;  sermon,  by  Rev.  Henry 
Ware,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  text,  Rom.  xii.  11  ;  orduining 
prayer,  by  Rev.  Pitt  Clarke,  of  Norton;  charge,  by 
Rev.  Henry  Ware,  D.D.,  of  Harvard  University; 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  James  Kendall,  of 
Plymouth  ;  concluding  prayer,  by  Rev.  George  Bar- 
stow,  of  Hanson. 

Rev.  John  A.  Williams,  born  in  Roxbury,  July 
28,  1800,  graduated  at  Harvard,  1820 ;  ordained 
Oct.  18,  1826;  resigned  Oct.  4,  1828;  died  in  East 
Bridgewater,  March  15,  1872.  aged  scventy-oue. 
Services  at  the  ordination  were  as  follows:  lutruduc- 
tory  prayer  and  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev. 
Cliarlcs  Lowell,  D.D.,  of  Boston  ;  sermon,  by  Rev. 
Eliphalet  Porter,  D.D.,  of  Roxbury  :  "  But  he  that 
prophesieth  speaketh  unto  men,  to  edification,  and 
exhortation,  and  comfort,"  1  Cor.  xiv.  3  ;  charge,  by 
Rev.  James  Kendall,  D.D.,  of  Plymouih;  right 
hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  Richard  M.  Hodges, 
of  Bridgewater;  ordaining  prayer,  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Willard,  D.D.,  of  Deerfield  ;  address  to  the  society, 
by  Rev.  Pitt  Clarke,  of  Norton  ;  concluding  prayer, 
by  Rev.  John  Reed,  D.D.,  of  West  Bridgewater. 

Rev.  Eliphalet  P.  Crafts,  born  in  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton),  Nov.  23,  1800;  graduated 
at  Brown  University,  1821  ;  ordained  Nov.  19,  1828. 
Services  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Crafts  were  as  fol- 
lows :  Introductory  prayer  and  reading  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, by  Rev.  Charles  Brooks,  of  Hingham  ;  sermon, 
by  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  of  Boston  ;  prayer  .if  ordina- 
tion, by  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.D.,  of  Roxbury; 
charge,  by  Rev.  Pitt  Clarke,  of  Norton  ;  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  John  Goldsbury,  of  North 
Bridgewater ;  address  to  the  church  and  society,  by 
Rev.  Benjamin  Huntoon,  of  Canton ;  concluding 
prayer,  by  Rev.  Benjamin  Kent,  of  Duxbury. 

Mr.  Crafts  resigned  April  19,  1830,  afterwards 
settled  in  Sandwich,  Mass.,  and  died  in  Waltham, 
Mass.,  Jan.  16,  1880,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

Rev.  Samuel  Adams  Devens,  a  brother  of  Gen. 
Charles  Devens,  of  Charlestowir,  Mass.,  and  a  gradu- 
ate of  Harvard  University,  1829,  officiated  as  pastor 
from  July  16,  1837,  to ,  1838. 

Rev.  George  A.  Williams  was  the  next  pastor.  He 
was  born  in  Taunton,  Jan.  6,  1810,  son  of  Francis 
and  Louisa  (Gillniore)  Williams.  He  officiated  here 
from  June  1,  1840,  to  Dec.  — ,  1841  ;  now  resides 
in  Deerfield,  Mass. 

Rev.  Ira  Henry  Thomas  Blauchard  was  pastor  here 
several  months,  from  about  Jan.  1,  1842.  His  minis- 
trations were  very  acceptable  to  the  society,  who  earn- 
estly desired   him   to   become   their  settled   minister. 
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but  his  health  being  iuadequate,  he  was  obliged  to 
decline  their  iuvitatioo.  He  was  born  in  South 
Weyiuouth,  aud  was  graduated  at  Harvard  University 
in  1817.      He  died  at  his  native  home  in  1845. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Whitman, — The  nest  settled  pas- 
tor was  Kev.Natiianiel  Whitman.  He  was  born  in  East 
Bridgewater,  Dec.  25,  1785.  His  father  was  Deacon 
John  Whitman,  who  for  many  years  was  a  deacon  of  the 
East  Ciiurch  of  Bridgewater,  and  died  July  20,  1842, 
aged  one  hundred  aud  seven  years.  Rev.  Nathauiel 
Whitman  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1809.  He 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Billerica  from  1S14 
to  lSa5,  and  afterwards  preached  in  Wilton,  N.  H., 
and  in  Calais,  Maine.  He  received  a  unanimous  call  to 
become  the  pastor  of  the  First  Parish  in  East  Bridge- 
water.  His  installation  took  place  July  17,  1844. 
The  churches  invited  to  participate  in  the  services 
and  represented  on  that  occasion  were  the  First 
Church  in  Plymouth,  Kingston,  Marshfield,  Scituate, 
South  Scituate,  Pembroke,  West  Bridgewater ;  the 
First,  Second,  and  Third  Churches  in  Hingham  ;  the 
East  Church,  Salem  ;  Park  Street  Church,  Portland  ; 
aud  First  Church  in  Dover,  Mass.  The  occasiou  was 
one  of  great  interest  to  the  pastor-elect  and  to  the 
people.  The  order  of  services  was  as  follows,  viz. : 
Introductory  prayer,  by  Rev.  George  W.  Briggs,  of 
Plymouth  ;  selections  from  Scripture,  by  Rev.  Augus- 
tus Russel  Pope,  of  Kingston  ;  sermon,  by  Rev.  James 
Flint,  D.D.,  of  Salem;  prayer  of  installation,  by  Rev. 
James  Kendall,  D.D.,  of  Plymouth ;  charge,  by 
Rev.  Joseph  Richardson,  of  Hingham;  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  Ralph  Sanger,  of  Dover ;  ad- 
dress to  the  church  aud  society,  by  Rev.  Jason  Whit- 
man, of  Portland,  Maine  ;  concluding  prayer,  by  Rev. 
Edmund  Q.  Sewall,  of  Scituate. 

Rev.  James  Flint,  who  preached  the  sermon,  was  a 
former  pastor  of  the  society.  His  text  was  from  Ps. 
xxvii.  4  :  "  One  thing  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that 
will  I  seek  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord  and  to  inquire  iu  his  temple."  The  address  by 
Rev.  Juson  Whitman,  a  brother  of  the  pastor-elect,  was 
cue  of  quickening  power  and  long  to  be  remembered. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Whitman's  ministry  here  was  a  useful 
one,  and  was  terminated  Aug.  22,  1852.  He  re- 
moved to  Deerfield,  Mass.,  and  was  not  settled  over 
a  society  afterwards.  He  died  in  Deerfield,  Oct.  29, 
1869,  aged  eighty-three. 

Rev.  Joseph  Hobson  Phipps  was  installed  the  min- 
ister of  this  society,  March  20,  1853.  The  services 
were  as  follows : 

Reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  Russell  A. 
Ballou,  of  West  Bridgewater ;  installing  prayer,  by 


Rev.  Frederick  N.  Knapp,  of  Brookline;  sermon,  by 
Rev.  Frederick  H.  Hedge,  D.D.,  of  Providence,  R.  I.; 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  R.  A.  JJallou  ; 
address  to  the  people,  by  Rev.  F.  N.  Knapp. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Phipps  was  born  in  HiUsboro',  N.  H. 
He  completed  his  theological  studies  at  the  Divinity 
School  iu  Cambridge,  in  1848.  He  married  Laura 
JL,  daughter  of  Charles  Wilde,  M.D.,  of  Brookline. 
He  was  settled  several  years  in  Framingham  previous 
to  his  pastorate  in  East  Bridgewater.  Tlie  call  for 
him  to  settle  in  the  latter  place  was  unanimous,  and 
his  ministry,  a  successful  one,  was  terminated  by  his 
resignation  March  3,  1861.  He  was  afterwards  set- 
tled iu  Kingston,  wliere  he  died  July  20,  1871. 

Rev.  Silas  Farrington  was  installed  pastor  May  15, 
1861.     The  services  were, — 

Introductory  prayer  and  reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
by  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Phipps,  of  Kingston  ;  sermon,  by 
Rev.  Chandler  Rubbins,  D.D.,  of  Boston  ;  installing 
prayer,  by  Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln,  of  Hingham;  address 
to  the  people,  by  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  of 
Boston  ;  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  John  J. 
Putnam,  of  Bridgewater ;  concluding  prayer,  by  Rev. 
Edward  Hall,  of  Plymouth. 

Rev.  Mr.  Farrington  resigned  the  pastorate  of  this 
society  July  24,  1864. 

Rev.  Francis  Charles  Williams  entered  on  the 
duties  of  pastor  here  May  7,  1865.  He  was  born  in 
Boston,  Nov.  2,  1825,  and  graduated  at  Harvard 
University  in  1843.  He  resigned  his  office  Feb.  1, 
1870,  and  wa.s  afterwards  settled  iu  Hyde  Park, 
Mass. 

Rev.  John  Williaiu  Quinby,  the  present  p;tstor,  grad- 
uated at  Amherst  College  in  1869,  and  at  the  Theo- 
logical School,  Harvard  University,  in  1871.  He  was 
ordained  Sept.  7,  1871.  The  order  of  services  as 
follows : 

Invocation,  by  Rev.  Francis  C.  Williams,  of  Hyde 
Park  ;  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  William  L. 
Chaffin,  of  Eastoo ;  sermon,  by  Rev.  Charles  C.  Ever- 
ett, D.D.,  of  Harvard  University ;  ordaining  prayer, 
by  Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln,  of  Hingham  ;  charge  to  the 
pastor,  by  Rev.  Edward  0.  Young,  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity ;  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  George  H. 
Hosmer,  of  Bridgewater ;  address  to  the  people,  by 
Rev.  Fielder  Israel,  of  Taunton  ;  concluding  prayer, 
by  Rev.  Joseph  Osgood,  of  Cohasset. 

Deacons  of  the  First  Church. — Recompense  Cary, 
elected  Sept.  12,  1725;  died  May  18,  1759. 

James  Gary,  elected  Sept.  12,  1725  ;  died  Nov.  18, 
1762,  aged  70. 

Capt.  Thomas  Whitman,  elected  Oct.  4,  1748;  died 
Dec.  15,  1788,  aged  86. 
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Seth  Allen,  elected  Oct.  4,  1748;  died  Jan.  1,  1760, 
aged  49. 

Zaeharia3  Shaw,  elected  March  11,  1760  ;  died  Jan. 
26,  1790,  aged  79. 

Nathaniel  Edson,  elected  May  21, 1778;  died  March 
18,  1784,  aged  50. 

John  Whitman,  Jr.,  elected  May  21,  1778;  resigned 
March,  1808;  died  July  20,  1842,  aged  107. 

Capt.  Nathan  Aldeii,  elected  July  30,  1784 ;  died 
May  17,  1807,  aged  80. 

William  Keith,  elected  March  14, 1808;  died  Nov. 
8,  1826,  aged  62. 

William  Harris,  elected  March  14,  1808;  died  Feb. 
23,  1831,  aged  69. 

Samuel  Keen,  elected  Feb.  — ,  1 823  ;  died  March 

14,  1850,  aged  70. 

Barzillai  Allen,  elected  Feb.  — ,  1823;  died  March 
1,  1826,  aged  56. 

William  Harris,  Jr.,  elected  April  10,  1826;  re 
signed  Oct.  25,  1829 ;  died  Aug.  4,  1852,  aged  58. 

Benjamin  Robinson,  elected  Aug.  10,  1834;  died 
Jan.  25,  1848,  aged  63. 

Azor  Harri.s,  elected  Jan.  1,  1852;  died  June  22, 
1873,  aged  84. 

Francis  Gary,  elected  Jan.  1,  1852;  died  March 
12,  1870,  aged  80. 

Charles  Rogers,  elected  Sept.  4,  1870 ;  died  April 
28,  1880,  aged  SO. 

Sidney  Packard,  elected  July  2,  1875  ;  died  Feb. 

15,  1878,  aged  72. 


CHAPTER    III. 

Uninn  TrinitariuD  Society — First  Uoiversuliat  Society — Motbo- 
diat  Protcstunt  Church — Trinituriun  Congregational  Church 
— Mctboilist  K|iisco|jiil  Church — St.  Bridgot's  Church — Couic- 
teriuti — Longevity  in  the  Town. 

Union  Trinitarian  Society. — For  some  time  prior 
to  1826  several  families  in  the  westerly  part  of  East 
Bridgewater,  and  a  number  in  the  easterly  part  of 
West  Bridgewater,  who  were  in  sympathy  with  the 
Orthodox  Congregational  order,  tliought  there  was  a 
need  of  a  religious  society  of  that  faith,  whose  place 
of  worship  .should  be  situated  so  as  best  to  accommo- 
date all  interested.  Accordingly  in  April,  that  year, 
nine  petitioners — Samuel  Rider,  Charles  Churchill, 
Samuel  Rider,  Jr.,  Ansel  Howard,  Luther  Richards, 
Ward  Richards,  and  Joseph  Shaw — applied  to  Silas 
Packard,  Esq.,  of  North  Bridgewater,  for  authority 
to  call  a  meeting.  He  consented,  and  made  out  a 
warrant  to  Alvau  Shaw.  He  notified  a  meeting  to  be 
held  at   Beaver  school-house,  on  Saturday,  April  29, 


1826,  which  meeting  was  held  according  to  warrant. 
Mr.  Packard  presided  as  justice  of  the  peace  at  the 
meeting,  which  he  opened  with  prayer.  The  society, 
as  that  day  organized,  was  styled  "  The  Union  Trini- 
tarian Society  of  East  and  West  Bridgewater." 

At  this  first  meeting,  April  29th,  Zeba  Richards 
was  chosen  moderator,  and  Parlee  Keith  clerk  ;  Sam- 
uel Rider,  John  Soulo,  and  Benjamin  Keith,  standing 
committee ;  also  Jusiah  Richards,  Elbridge  Keith, 
and  William  Tirrell  a  committee  to  draw  a  plan  for  a 
meeting-house.  At  a  meeting  htld  July  4th,  plans 
for  a  meeting-house  were  presented,  and  it  was  voted 
to  accept  the  same.  The  following  persons  were 
chosen  a  committee:  Seth  Richards,  Samuel  Rider, 
John  Soule,  Zina  Ilayward,  Josiah  Richards,  Elbridge 
Keith,  William  Tirrell,  and  Alvan  Shaw,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  terms,  making  an  agreement  with 
some  person  to  build  the  said  house,  and  to  consult 
as  to  the  most  suitable  and  convenient  situation,  also 
to  take  proper  measures  for  procuring  the  land. 

June  20,  1826,  a  church  was  organized  by  Rev. 
John  Codman,  D.D.,  of  Dorchester;  Rev.  Ricliard  S. 
Storrs,  D.D.,  of  Braintree  ;  Rev.  Calvin  Hitclicock, 
D.D.,  of  Randolph  ;  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  of 
North  Bridgewater ;  and  Rev.  Ebenczer  Gay,  of 
Bridgewater. 

The  members  of  the  church  then  organized  were 
Samuel  Rider,  Joel  Edson,  Seth  Richards,  John 
Harris,  William  Bonney,  Ezekiel  Reed,  John  Soule, 
Zeba  Richards,  Charles  Churchill,  John  Richards, 
Luther  Richards,  Anna  Ryder,  Mchitabel  Richards, 
Molly  Bonney,  Lydia  Keith,  Lydia  Richards,  Polly 
Richards,  Dorcas  P.  Churchill,  and    Betsey  Richard?*. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church,  held  July  15,  1826, 
Samuel  Rider  and  John  Soule  were  chosen  deacons. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1827,  public  worshij)was 
held  in  the  meeting-house  for  the  first  time.  Rev. 
Mr.  Pillsbury  preached  that  day  from  Psalms  Ixxxvii. 
2,  "  The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion  mure  than  all 
the  dwellings  of  J.icob."  From  the  organization  of 
the  society  till  the  meeting-house  was  ready  for  occu- 
pancy the  society  had  held  services  each  Lord's  day 
in  a  private  house.  The  dimensions  of  the  meeting- 
house were  fifty  feet  long  within  the  walls,  forty  feet 
wide  within,  sixteen  feet  high  between  joints,  tower 
thirty-six  feet  to  the  coving,  and  ten  feet  square.  The 
number  of  the  pews  was  fifty  six. 

Rev.  Baalis  Sanford,  a  graduate  of  Bruwii  Univer- 
sity, whose  birthplace  was  Berkley,  Jluss.,  was  or- 
dained pastor  of  this  church  and  society  Oct.  4,  1827. 
The  sermon  was  by  Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of  Brain- 
tree  ;  the  other  parts  of  the  service  by  Rev.  Daniel 
Huntinston,  of  North  Bridgewater;   Rev.  John  San- 
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ford,  of  South  Dennb  ;  Rev.  Calvia  Hitchcock,  D.D., 
of  Randolph ;  Rev.  Enoch  Sanford,  of  Raynhum  ; 
Rev.  Eiastua  Maltby,  D.D.,  of  Taunton ;  and  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Gay,  of  Bridgewater. 

On  Sunday  raornitifr,  July  28,  1844,  the  meetin^- 
liouse  was  burucd,  the  oiifiin  of  the  fire  beini;  uii- 
kiiowu.  A  new  huu>e,  which  is  tiiat  now  in  use.  was 
erected  tlie  same  year,  iuri^er  and  more  coniiuodious 
than  the  first.  It  was  dedicated  Jan.  1.  1845.  Rev. 
Willard  Pierce,  pastor  of  the  North  Church,  Abing- 
ton,  preaclied  tiie  di.scourse,  wliich  was  afterwards 
|jrinted,  fVum  1  Samuel  vi.  1,  "And  the  ark  of  the 
Lord   was   in    the    country  of  the    Philistines   seven 

lUdlllllS.' 

1\lv.  Mr.  Sanford  was  disuiisscd  iu  September,  1  S4'J. 
and  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev.  Ebenezer  Aldeu, 
Jr.,  for  .lis  mouths  ;  Rev.  Cyrus  Stone,  six  months  ; 
Rev.  Swift  Byington  and  others  until  the  ordination. 
May  14,  1851,  of  Rev.  Philo  Beckwith  Wilcox  as 
the  pastor.  He  was  a  native  of  Benson,  Vt.,  and 
graduated  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  in  1845.  The  sermon 
was  preached  by  Rev.  Ebenezer  Porter  Dyer,  conse- 
crating prayer  by  Rev.  Daniel  Huntington,  charge  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher,  address  to  the  people  by  Rev. 
Luther  Sheldon,  of  Easton. 

Rev.  Baalis  Sanford,  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  and  Elea- 
nor (Macomber)  Sanford,  was  born  in  Berkley,  July 
6,  1801.  He  was  the  youngest  of  six  sons,  four  of 
whom  became  clergymen.  He  graduated  at  Brown 
University  in  1823,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Union  Society,  in  East  Bridgewater,  Oct.  4,  1827. 
In  1849  was  dismissed  from  that  pastorate  and  in- 
stalled pastor  of  the  Trinitarian  Congregational  Society 
of  East  Bridgewater,  having  been,  at  the  close  of  the 
latter  office,  in  the  ministry  here  thirty-three  years. 
He  married,  March  31,  1831,  Abby,  daughter  of 
Dean  and  Polly  (Crane)  Burt,  of  Berkley.  Their 
children  were  Irene,  Abby,  Baalis,  William  Alden, 
Henry  Dean,  Austin,  Eudora,  Eugene,  Charles, 
Homer,  and  Abbott.  Baalis  and  William  A.  are 
merchants  in  Brockton  ;  Austin,  a  graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  is  a  professor  in  a  seminary  in  Albany, 
N.  Y. ;  and  Abbott,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College, 
is  a  student  in  medicine. 

Rev.  Mr.  Sanford  died  July  28, 1880,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years.  His  residence  iu  East  Bridgewater  con- 
tinued nearly  fifty- three  years.  Ho  was  a  man  of 
great  decision  of  character,  and  true  to  his  convic- 
tions. He  was  in  advance  of  the  community  on  the 
great  moral  questions  of  the  day.  In  the  temperance 
cause  he  took  strong  grounds.  On  the  question  of 
slavery  he  gave  utterance  to  ideas  which  to  some  were 
distasteful,  but  which  eventually  were  looked  upon 


with  respect.  His  discourses,  plain  and  practical, 
were  carefully  studied  and  of  solid  worth.  In  them 
he  endeavored  to  set  forth  the  whole  counsel  of  God. 
Though  to  some  he  seemed  stern,  he  was  in  reality 
genial  and  kind-hearted.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
school  committee  for  a  longer  period  than  any  one 
else  in  the  town,  and  held  the  office  of  chairman  of 
that  board  longer  than  any  other  member.  The  re- 
ports which  emanated  from  his  pen  were  replete  with 
good  sense  and  useful  suggestions.  He  will  be  long 
remembered  and  honored  for  his  sterling  qualities. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wilcox  was  dismissed  in  April,  1860,  and 
Rev.  Henry  Dwight  Woodworth  was  the  next  pastor. 
He  was  ordained  Sept.  12,  18G0.  The  discourse  was 
by  Rev.  Henry  E.  Dwight,  of  Randolph,  charge  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Maltby,  of  Taunton,  address  to  the  people 
by  Rev.  H.  D.  Walker,  of  East  Abington.  Rev.  Mr. 
Woodworth  graduated  at  Amherst  in  1855.  He  re- 
signed Sept.  9,  1861,  and  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hooper 
Broughton  became  acting  pastor  May  4,  18G2.  His 
birthplace  was  Marblehead,  and  he  was  graduated  at 
Amherst  College  in  1847.  He  died  June  2,  1866, 
aged  forty  years. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  K.  Aldrich  was  installed  the  next 
pastor  Jan.  22,  1868.  He  was  born  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  May  20,  1826.  He  resigned  April  2,  1870, 
and  is  now  pastor  of  the  First  Church  iu  Wellfieet. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1871,  the  society  voted 
to  hire  Rev.  Austin  Dodge,  of  Newburyport,  for  one 
year.  He  left  in  June,  1874,  and  on  the  3Uth  of 
November  of  that  year  the  society  voted  unanimously 
to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  Daniel  W.  Richardson  to  be- 
come their  pastor.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Perley 
M.  Griffin,  who  began  his  labors  with  them  Jan.  2, 
1881,  and  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  society  was  not  incorporated  by  the  Legisla- 
ture till  1864,  when  the  following  act  was  passed  : 

'*  A.V    Act   in    Hviation   to  Ike    Union    Societif    in    Euat     Bridtje- 

tou/er.     lit  it  enacted^  i£'c.,  at  folloicii  : 

"Skction  I.  George  M.  Keith,  Clarkson  W.  Richnids,  Wulter 
Severance,  tlieir  asaooiates  and  successors  are  hereby  incorpo- 
rated as  a  parish  or  religious  society,  by  the  name  of  The  Union 
Society  in  East  Bridgewater,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileged, 
and  subject  tu  all  the  duties,  liabilities,  and  restrictions,  set 
forth  in  the  geoerul  laws,  which  are  or  may  be  in  force  relating 
to  such  corpoi-atioDs. 

"SECTION  2.  The  organization  of  said  society,  which  wns  ef- 
fected under  the  name  of  the  Union  Trinitarian  Society,  of  East 
and  West  bridgewater,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  und 
twenty-six,  and  all  its  subsequent  proceedings  under  and  by 
virtue  of  such  organization,  as  the  same  are  now  eutercd  on  the 
records  of  said  society  in  the  possession  of  E.  E.  Itichurd.-',  the 
clerk  thereof  for  the  current  year,  with  all  its  acts  and  doings, 
are  hereby  ratitied  and  confirmed,  as  the  records  and  acts  of  a 
duly  and  legally  organized  corporation. 

"Skctio.n  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

"Approved  May  3,  18C-t." 
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Deacons  of  the  Union  Church  of  East  Bridgewater: 
Samuel  Rider,  elected  July  15,  1826,  died  May  19, 
1S45,  aged  seventy-five  ;  John  Soule,  elected  July  13, 
1826,  died  Dec.  17,  1868,  aged  eighty-three  ;  Charles 
Churchill,  elected  October,  1839,  died  Aug.  6,  1864, 
aged  seventy-three ;  Nathan  Whitman,  elected  October, 
1839,  died  Jan.  26,  1862,  aged  sixty-five;  Stephen 
Harlow,  elected  Jan.  1,  1861  ;  Rufus  A.  Littlefield, 
elected  Oct.  25,  1864,  resigned  June  8,  1880  ;  Walter 
Severance,  elected  March  4,  1879. 

New  Jerusalem  Churcli. — The  East  Bridge- 
water  Society  of  the  New  Jerusalem  commenced 
February,  1830.  Rev.  Adonis  Howard  began  preach- 
ing to  a  congregation  of  receivers  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  New  Jerusalem,  as  unfolded  in  the  writings  of 
Emanuel  Swedenboig,  April  23,  1831,  on  which  day 
a  legally  notified  meeting  was  holden,  and  a  society 
legally  organized,  under  the  name  of  the  New  Jeru- 
salem Society  in  East  Bridgewater.  Robert  Curtis 
was  chosen  clerk  ;  William  Harris,  Jonah  Edson, 
Joseph  Chamberlain,  prudential  committee.  The 
members  of  the  society  then  formed  were  as  follows, 
viz. :  William  Harris,  Jonah  Edson,  Charles  Mitchell, 
James  B.  Fellows,  George  Mitchell,  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain, Jr.,  Robert  Curtis,  Samuel  Rogers,  Jacob  A. 
Rogers,  Daniel  French. 

In  1838  the  General  Convention  of  the  New  Jeru- 
salem Church  in  the  United  States  having  adopted 
certain  rules  of  order,  it  was  deemed  proper  that  a  so- 
ciety should  be  instituted  in  accordance  with  these 
rules.  Accordingly,  Aug.  2,  1838,  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain, Jr.,  and  twenty-six  others  were  formed  into  an 
ecclesiastical  body  by  Rev.  Thomas  Worcester,  D.D., 
of  Boston. 

This  society  at  first  worshiped  in  private  houses, 
afterwards  in  the  school-house  at  Satucket,  in  the 
academy  at  East  Bridgewater  village,  and  iu  Church- 
ill's Hall,  in  Joppa.  In  1854  its  present  house 
of  worship  was  built,  having  fifty-four  pews,  which 
was  dedicated  December  14th  of  that  year  by  Rev. 
Eleazer  Smith.  The  ditjcourse  was  from  Rev.  xiv. 
1,  2,  3. 

The  cost  of  the  liouse,  including  the  land,  was  four 
thousand  dollars.  Nov.  11,  1864,  a  steel  bell,  of 
Sheffield  manufacture,  was  hung  in  the  tower  of  this 
house,  weight  five  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  cost 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars.  It  was  sup- 
posed at  the  lime  that  this  was  the  first  house  of  wor- 
ship of  the  New  Church  order  in  the  United  States 
furnished  with  a  bell. 

Tills  society  has  had  as  its  ministers,  Rev.  Adonis 
Howard,  from  its  organization  to  October,  1838 ; 
Rev.  James  Scott  from  August,  1843,  to  September, 


1846;  Rev.  Tilly  B.  Hay  ward  from  September, 
1846,  to  November,  1849;  Rev.  John  Philander 
Perry  from  April,  1850,  to  April  3,  1853;  Rev. 
Eleazer  Smith  from  October,  1853,  to  April,  185G  ; 
Rev.  Timothy  0.  Paine  from  April,  1856,  to  Aug. 
14,  1864,  on  which  day  he  was  installed  as  pastor  liy 
Rev.  Thomas  Worcester,  S.T.D.,  of  Boston. 

This  society  has  held  services  in  times  when  it  lias 
had  no  minister,  viz. :  from  October,  1838,  to  August, 
1843,  and  from  November,  1849,  to  .\pril,  1S5U, 
under  the  leadersliip  of  Mr.  William  Ilairi->;  and 
from  April,  1853,  to  October  of  the  .-^ame  year,  undi  r 
the  leadership  of  Mr.  Thomas  Coiiant. 

Rev.  Timothy  Otis  Paine,  son  of  Frederic  and  Abie  1 
(Ware)  Paine,  was  born  at  Winslow,  Me.,  Oct.  13, 
1824;  graduated  at  Waterville  College  in  1847.  He 
studied  for  tlie  ministry  of  the  Swedenborgian  or  New 
Church,  and  in  1856  commenced  preaching  at  Elm- 
wood,  and  has  ever  since  been  pastor  of  that  society, 
having  been  installed  in  1864.  Since  1865  he  has 
been  Semitic  professor  in  the  Theological  School  of 
the  New  Church,  located  at  Walthaiu.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Oriental  Society,  and  of 
the  Semitic  Club  at  Cambridge.  He  bus  been  for 
many  years  a  diligent  and  successful  student  of  ancient 
languages.  He  is  regarded  as  a  learned  Egyptologist, 
and  has  been  for  some  time  engaged  in  tran-ilating 
into  English  the  very  ancient  Egy])tian  '•  Book  of  the 
Dead."  His  work  on  the  Temple  of  Solomon,  illus- 
trated by  his  own  drawings,  is  a  learned  and  very 
valuable  work.  His  antiquarian  tastes  led  liiui,  in 
1852,  to  search  for  the  site  of  Fort  Halifax,  which 
was  one  of  three  forts  forming  tlie  ancient  detl-nses 
near  his  native  town.  Such  a  fort  was  known  to  have 
existed  a  century  ago,  but  all  traces  of  it  had  bu-eu 
lost  for  two  or  three  generations.  He  was  successful 
in  tracing  out  the  palisades  and  foundations  of  the 
three  forts,  and  the  drawings  he  made  are  proved  cor- 
rect by  historical  records.  In  1875  he  received  the 
degree  of  LL.D.  from  his  Alma  Mater.  In  October, 
1856,  he  married  Agnes,  daughter  of  Dr.  Adonis 
Howard,  of  Medford,  Mass. 

Timothy  Keith  Reed,  son  of  Josiali  and  Jeuiiette 
(Keith)  Reed,  was  born  in  East  Bridgewater,  June  4, 
1841.  His  father  was  a  skillful  artisan.  Mechanical 
invention  seemed  to  characterize  the  Reed  line.  He 
(Timothy  K.)  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  In 
his  brief  career  he  had  obtained  for  his  various  inven- 
tions twenty  patents,  among  which  were  five  fur 
sewing-machines,  one  for  an  eye-letting  machine,  and 
several  in  aid  of  boot  and  shoemaking,  etc.  Among 
his  last  achievements  was  a  sewing-machine  for  sewing 
thick  leather  with  wire.     He  died  on  Dec.  5,  1873. 
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First  Universalist  Society. — In  1834,  Lewis 
Keith  and  others  formed  a  Uoiversalist  society,  whiuh 
held  services  occasionally  in  the  hall  in  the  upper  part 
of"  Mr.  Keith's  dwelling-house.  After  the  completion  j 
of  the  town  hall,  in  1840,  services  were  sometimes  held  | 
there.  Rev.  Elmer  Hewett,  of  Hanson,  preached  to 
that  society  many  times.  lu  1848-50,  Kcv.  Edwiu 
H.  Lake  was  their  pastor.  In  1871  they  erected  a 
house  of  worship  on  the  site  where  the  Crombie 
Tavern  had  stood.  Tl)e  house  was  dedicated  Oct.  1, 
1851.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  N.  Gun- 
nison, of  Abin^rton.  In  1857,  the  hou.se  wa.s  leased 
to  the  Methodists,  and  the  Universalist  society  was 
disbanded. 

Methodist  Protestant  Church. — This  church  was 
organized  in  1842.  On  the  24th  of  July,  that  year. 
Rev.  James  Wlieaton  organized  a  class  consisting  of 
six  members.  On  the  27th  of  November  following. 
Rev.  Mr.  Wheaton  baptized  Asa  Hudson,  Isaac  Hatch, 
Caleb  L.  Hud.son,  George  Jenkins,  Thom.ts  A.  Mel- 
len,  George  Jos.selyn,  P]liza  Hudson,  Marcia  Hatch, 
Deborah  Monroe,  and  Mary  E.  Josselyn.  December 
lltli,  the  following  were  baptized,  viz.;  William  But- 
ler, I.saac  Osborne,  Martin  Osborne,  Stephen  C.  How- 
ard, Alfred  Bolton,  Charles  Mellen,  Bethia  Osborne, 
and  Christiana  Brewster.  December  25th,  Charles  H. 
Brown  and  Timothy  Jlitchell  were  baptized.  Feb. 
25,  1843,  a  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at  the 
hou.se  of  Ellis  C.  Holmes,  and  the  following  officers 
were  chosen,  viz. :  Steplien  C.  Howard,  chairman ; 
Isaac  Hatch,  secretary ;  and  Isaac  Hatcii,  Steplien  C. 
Howard,  and  George  Jeukin.s,  stewards.  April  19, 
1843,  a  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at  the  liou.->e 
of  Isaac  Hatch.  License  was  granted  to  Rev.  Igna- 
tius Thompson  to  exhort  aud  preach  till  the  Annual 
Conference. 

In  1844,  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Eldridge  began  his  min- 
istry to  the  society,  aud  continued  his  services  as  their 
pastor  for  five  years.  The  place  of  meeting  on  Sun- 
day was  the  Satucket  school-house.  In  1840,  Mr. 
Eldridge  became  president  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Conference,  and  different  pastors  were  obtained 
from  time  to  time,  but  after  a  few  years  the  society 
ceased  to  hold  any  meetings. 

Trinitarian  Congregational  Society. — This  so- 
ciety was  organized  in  1849.  Most  of  its  members 
had  been  connected  with  the  Union  society,  but  sep- 
arated from  it  after  the  dismissal  of  Rev.  Baalis  San- 
ford  from  the  Union,  who  on  the  formation  of  the 
new  society  became  its  pastor.  The  church  was  or- 
ganized Nov.  14,  1849.  The  original  members  of 
the  new  church  were  Parlee  Keith,  Nathan  Whit- 
man,   Francis    Packard,    William    Lincoln,    Zerviah 


Chamberlain,  Jennet  Whitman,  Dulcena  Keith,  Abby 
Sanford,  Joan  Willis,  Damaris  Tirrell,  Scmauthc 
Whitman,  Willard  Whitman,  Sophronia  Whitman, 
Freijerick  Johnson,  Rosanna  P.  Johnson,  Susan 
Pratt,  Wealthey  S.  E.  Shaw. 

The  following  members  were  added  after  the  foi-- 
uiation  of  the  church:  Reuel  Lincoln,  Daniel  Whit- 
man, Betsey  Sanford,  Abby  C.  Alden,  Betsey  Fisher, 
Mary  P.  Bell,  Samuel  D.  Keith,  Timothy  W.  Fisher, 
William  Keith,  Sarah  Jane  Keith,  Calvin  Chamber- 
lain, Deiodama  Lambkin,  Betsey  Alden,  Alniira  L. 
Torrey,  Henry  Alden,  Abigail  R.  LittlcCeld,  Baalis 
Sanford,  Rufus  A.  Littlefield. 

Nathan  Whitman  and  Francis  Packard  were  chosen 
deacons  of  the  church. 

The  society  worshiped  for  two  years  in  a  private 
house.  A  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1851,  aud 
on  the  3d  of  December,  that  year,  was  dedicated. 
Rev.  B.  Sanford,  the  pastor,  preached  the  sermon 
from  Ps.  xcvi.  8, — "  Bring  an  offering  and  come 
into  his  courts."  The  house  was  located  on  Central 
Street,  a  few  rods  east  of  Mr.  Sanford's  residence. 
It  cost  three  thousand  one  hundred  dollars,  was  fifty- 
six  feet  long,  with  fifty-six  pews,  and  a  bell  weighing 
one  thousand  and  ninety-four  pounds. 

It  was,  after  a  few  years,  found  difficult  to  main- 
tain two  religious  societies  of  the  same  faith  in  this 
town,  and  in  1861  the  society  was  dissolved.  Mr. 
Sanford  preached  the  last  sermon  in  that  house  of 
worship  April  7,  1861,  and  in  November,  1865,  the 
building  was  taken  down  and  removed  to  North 
Bridgewater,  where  it  is  doing  service  as  a  shoe  man- 
ufactory. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — The  first  Metho- 
dist Church  iu  the  town  was  in  Northville  village. 
This  society  origiuuted  in  South  Abingtou  aud  was 
known  as  the  South  Abington  Mission,  and  its  place 
of  meeting  was  changed  to  Northville  village  about 
1849.  In  1850  a  house  of  worship  was  erected  iu 
Northville.  Prominent  in  this  undertaking  were  Cor- 
nelius Nash,  Henry  Pratt,  Alanson  Estes,  aud  Sam- 
uel F.  White.  About  thirty  families  belonged  to  the 
society.  Its  pastors  were  Lemuel  Harlow,  E.  F. 
Hink.«>,  T.  B.  Gurney,  J.  M.  Worcester,  G.  11.  Win- 
chester, Hiram  Satchwell,  Eli  Marsh,  aud  At- 
kinson. 

The  formation  of  a  Methodist  Church  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  town  diminished  the  numbers  and  re- 
sources of  the  Northville  congregation,  and  public 
worship  ceased  to  be  held  in  the  meeting-house  about 
1860. 

In  1856  there  was  no  Methodist  Church  in  or  near 
the  centre  of  the  town.     In  that  year  Richard  M. 
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Smith,  who  had  formerly  been  licensed  as  a  Methodist  I 
preacher,  but  his  health  failing  had  i;iven  up  the 
ministry,  came  from  Scituate,  purchased  a  farm,  and 
settled  in  East  Bridgewater.  Seeing  the  necessity  of 
having  a  church  established  in  this  village,  and  find- 
ing several  families  favorable  to  such  a  plan,  early  in 
1857  he  started  a  subscription  in  order  to  obtain  a 
place  of  worship  and  the  services  of  a  preacher.  The 
Universalists  having  ceased  holding  public  services,  a 
lease  of  their  house  of  worship  for  three  years  was 
obtained.  Application  having  been  made  to  Rev. 
Paul  Townsend,  presiding  elder,  for  a  preacher,  and 
a  grant  from  the  missionary  fund  at  the  session  of  the 
Providence  Conference  holden  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  April  1, 
1857,  Rev.  Carlos  Banning  was  appointed  minister  in 
charge  of  the  East  Bridgewater  station,  with  an  ap- 
propriation of  one  hundred  dollars  from  the  mission- 
ary society.  He  preached  his  first  sermon  there  April 
11,  1857.  The  congregation  at  first  numbered  about 
fifty  members.  It  rapidly  increased,  and  at  the 
Quarterly  Conference,  held  Aug.  1,  1857,  the  pastor 
reported  that  the  number  in  attendance  had  reached 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  that  a  church  had  been 
organized  with  nineteen  members.  The  names  of  the 
members  were  Richard  M.  Smith,  Waldo  Hayward, 
Francis  Hayward,  Samuel  F.  White,  Alauson  Estes, 
William  B.  Hall,  Heard  Milliken,  0.  P.  Farrington, 
Thomas  Sturtevant,  Augusta  Smith,  Laviuia  Hay- 
ward, Hannah  H.  Hayward,  Rebecca  White,  Abigail 
Estcs,  Jane  M.  Clark,  Mehitable  Milliken,  Sally 
Belcher,  Harriet  Banning,  Betsey  Hayward. 

At  the  first  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  June  17,  1857, 
Richard  M.  Smith,  Samuel  F.  White,  and  William  B. 
Hall  were  chosen  stewards,  and  soon  afterwards  Ben- 
jamin R.  Robinson,  Charles  H.  Brown,  Francis  Hay- 
^vard,  Williams  Tirrell,  and  John  R.  Thurston  were 
added  to  this  number. 

In  the  autumn  of  1857,  Rev.  A.  B.  Earle,  an 
evangelist,  was  engaged  to  come  and  labor  with  the 
society.  He  began  his  labors  there  on  Sunday,  Nov- 
ember 22d.  For  six  weeks  the  work  went  on  after- 
noons and  evenings,  and  as  a  result  many  accessions 
were  made  to  that  church  ;  the  neighboring  churches 
also  receiving  additions.  At  the  close  of  Rev.  C.  Ban- 
uing's  ministry  of  two  years  there,  the  church  had 
one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  and  there  were 
one  hundred  and  sixty  scholars  in  the  Sunday-school. 
In  the  spring  of  1859,  Rev.  Charles  H.  Payne,  now 
president  of  (Jhio  Wesleyan  University,  was  appointed 
pastor  of  the  .society,  lie  was  an  eloquent  preacher, 
and  highly  esteemed  by  his  congregation  and  the  com- 
munity. By  this  time  the  parish  was  not  only  self- 
supporting,  but  a   considerable  sum  was  raised  for 


missionary  purposes.  The  church  was  legally  organ- 
ized as  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  East 
Bridgewater,  and  the  following  were  chosen  trustees, 
viz. :  Richard  M.  Smith,  Jotham  Hicks,  George  T. 
Mitchell,  Waldo  Hayward,  William  Lincoln,  Samuel 
F.  White,  and  Charles  E.  Churchill. 

Steps  were  soon  taken  to  erect  a  church  edifice. 
The  trustees  appointed  Rev.  Charles  II.  Payne,  Rich- 
ard M.  Smith,  and  George  T.  Mitchell  as  a  building 
committee.  The  society  selected  a  lot  of  land,  that 
on  which  the  house  now  statids.  The  building  com- 
mittee contracted  with  Samuel  L.  Ryder  to  build  the 
house  above  the  foundation  for  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  work  was  begun  in  August.  The  church 
was  raised  on  the  3d  of  September.  At  nine  o'clock 
A.M.,  before  the  work  began,  religious  exercises  took 
place.  Rev.  C.  H.  Payne  gave  an  address.  The  house 
was  dedicated  Jan.  30,  1861.  The  sermon  on  that 
occasion  was  preached  by  Rev.  E.  O.  Haven,  then 
editor  of  Zion's  HeralJ,  who  afterwards  held  the 
oflBee  of  bishop. 

The  pastors  from  the  beginning  of  the  .society  have 
been  as  follows  :  Carlos  Banning,  1857-59  ;  Charles 
H.  Payne,  1859-61  ;  William  Henry  Stet.son,  1861- 
63;  John  W.  Willett,  1863-64;  William  F.  Far- 
rington, 1864-67;  John  F.  Sheffield,  1807-69; 
Henry  H.  Martin,  1869-71;  Samuel  A.  Winsor, 
1871  to  September,  1S72;  George  W.  Anderson, 
from  September,  1872-75  ;  George  W.  Ballon,  1875- 
78;  William  J.  Smith,  1878-81;  Frederick  A. 
Crafts,  1881-83;  Ephraim  S.  Fletcher,  1883,  the 
present  pastor. 

St.  Bridget's  Chnrch. — The  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  East  Bridgewater  was  gathered  in  1862. 
In  January,  1863,  the  house  of  worship  originally 
built  and  occupied  by  the  Universalists,  and  later  used 
by  the  Methodists,  was  purchased  by  the  Catholics, 
and  public  services  according  to  the  forms  of  that 
church  were  held  there  for  the  first  time  on  the  15th 
of  February  following.  Rev.  Thomas  B.  McNulty, 
of  Brockton,  began  his  services  as  pastor  of  this 
church.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  John  A.  Coiilin, 
who  became  pastor  Jan.  28,  1869,  and  still  officiates 
here  and  in  the  Catholic  Church  at  Bridgewater. 

Cemeteries. — The  old  graveyard  near  the  common 
is  supposed  to  be  the  oldest  in  Bridgewater  township, 
excepting  that  of  the  first  settlement  in  the  West  Pre- 
cinct. 

According  to  tradition,  soon  after  the  settlement  of 
Rev.  John  Angler,  in  1724,  he  cut  initials,  dates,  etc., 
upon  many  stones  which  he  found  at  the  heads  of  old 
graves.  Such  inscriptions  have  been  recognized, 
dating  as  far  back  as  1700,  one  of  1685. 
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The  southwest  portion  of  the  ground  was  first  used  ; 
tliis  probably  belonged  to  the  donation  of  "  one  liun-  i 
dred  rods"  given   by  Samuel   Allen,  Jr.,  and  left  by  1 
his  father,  Samuel,  Sr.,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  ; 
possibly  in  1703,  and  another  gift  of  "  one  hundred  i 
and  twenty-one    rods"   from   Matthew  Allen,  son  of  I 
Samuel,  Jr.,  in  1759.      Much  interest  centres  in  this  1 
ancient    resting-place    as    belonging    to    the    earliest  | 
period  of  our  history  before  town   organization.     In 
"Latham's   Epitaphs   in  Old   Bridgewater"  '  (1882),  j 
there  is  u  large   number  of  curious   and   interesting 
inscriptions  given. 

In  ISla  the  East  Bridgewater  Cemetery  Corpora- 
tion was  organized  with  Aaron  Hobart,  president,  and 
a  board  of  trustees.  In  compliance  with  votes  then 
and  thereafter  passed  by  tliis  body  land  was  pur- 
chased of  Solomon  Ager  and  others,  which,  with  sub- 
sequent changes,  haa  brought  the  present  area  to  em- 
brace about  eleven  acres.  Its  elevated  position  gives 
a  fine  outlook  on  tiie  surrounding  landscape,  and  its 
slopes  and  dells  are  beautified  by  a  natural  growth  of 
fine  trees.  Much  taste  has  been  displayed  in  laying 
out  and  ornamenting  the  paths  and  avenues,  and 
there  are  several  handsome  and  substantial  monu- 
ments in  the  newer  part. 

Elmwood  Cemetery  is  situated  on  West  Street,  in 
Elmwood  village.  It  was  set  apart  for  burial  pur- 
poses in  1846,  and  contained  one  and  three-quarters 
acres  of  land.  Standing  a  little  aside  from  the 
busier  part  of  the  village,  it  is  a  quiet  and  attractive 
spot. 

Near  the  Union  Congregational  meeting-house  is  a 
small  burial-ground,  used  since  1842.  The  first  in- 
terment there  was  the  body  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Deacon  John  Soule,  who  died  in  that  year. 

Beaver  Cemetery  was  given,  in  1809,  by  Zecha- 
riah  Shaw,  to  Beaver  district.  John  Tirrell  was  the 
first  person  there  buried  (1809). 

Northville  Cemetery  is  a  small  buryiug-ground  at 
Northville,  first  used  in  1855. 

LONGEVITY  IN    TIIE   TOWN. 

AgeJ 

1689.  Experience  Mitt-hell 90 

1750.  Siiuiuul  Allen S9 

1751.  Deiicon  Samuel  Buss 91 

1753.  William  Coiiaut !<G 

1757.  Sanili,  willow  of  Ucujamin  Siiow 9U 

1700.  Juilitli,  widow  of  Joseph  ribaw 9U 

*  This  id  a  highly  interc^tin;^  work,  giving  the  epitaphs  of 
ten  graveyards  in  the  East,  West,  an*!  Ui'idgowator  townships, 
puhlished  by  AVilliaius  Latham,  E?q.,  of  Bridgewater,  1S82, 
who  was  a  native  of  East  Bridgewater,  which  work  was  illus- 
trated with  drawings  by  Bradford  Kingman,  Esq.,  a  native  of 
North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  a  resident  of  Brookline, 
Mass.,  and  author  of  the  History  of  North  Bridgewater,  Brook- 
line,  and  other  historical  works. 
6i 


.\ged 

176S.  Deacon  Joseph  Edson 89 

1776.  Susanua.  widow  of  Capt.  Chilton  Latham 97 

1781.  Sarah,  widow  of  Joseph  Latham 8o 

1781.   iMiac  Alden »'J 

I78;i.  Susanna,  widow  of  Capt.  Jonathan    Baas B'J 

1787.  Uev.  John  .\ngier 85 

1788.  llanunh,  wife  ol  John  Whitman 8j 

1788.   Deacon  Thouiaa  Whitman ■■>i> 

1788.  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Beujamin  Hayward 87 

1790.   David  I'ralt 91 

1792.  John  Whitman 88 

1792.  Mary,  widow  of  Lieut.  David  Kingman bti 

1793.  Hannah,  widow  of  Thomas  Snell 89 

179-f.  Joanna,  widow  of  David  Snow 9" 

1795.  Susanna,  widow  of  David  Whitman 87 

1795.  Widow  Patience  Townseiid 95 

1790.   Keziah,  widow  of  Joseph  Keith 89 

1799.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Col.  Edward  Mitchell 85 

1801.  Col.  Edward  Mitchell ' 85 

1802.  Seth  Mitchell 87 

180:t.   Mary,  widow  of  Lieut.  Ephraim  Cnry So 

1804.  Jacob  ilill 87 

l.iUi.  Bethia,  widow  of  Jonathan  Whitman 91 

1806.  Sarah,  widow  of  Josiah  Allen 100 

1806.  William  Barrell 91 

IS08.  Betty,  widow  of  Joseph  Latham 86 

1811.  Zerviah  Bouney 87 

1811.  Caesar  Clapp  (colored) 94 

1811.  Ann,  widow  of  James  Wnde 87 

1812.  Hannah  Barker  (Indian) 87 

1S13.  ,  widow  of  Jonathan  P.  Bearce  9:J 

1313.  Betty,  widow  of  Capt.  Joseph  Gannett 87 

1814.  Nathaniel  Chamberlain 91 

1814.  Deliverance,  widow  of  Nathaniel  Chamberlain 86 

1810.  William  Hersoy 97 

1818.  Susanna,  widow  of  Isaao  Allen 87 

1822.  Joshua  Pool 88 

182.).  Lydia,  widow  of  Deacon  Nathan  Alden 90 

1824.  Allen  Marshall 39 

1825.  Seth  Latham 87 

1825.  Rachel,  widow  of  Job  Chamberlain 97 

1S25.  Ann,  widow  of  Joseph  Maxim 85 

1825.  Jonathan  Alden 93 

1S25.  Martha  Shaw 85 

1»25.  ,  widow  of  Allen  Marshall 86 

1826.  Sarah,  widow  of  Parks 93 

1826.  John  Brown 88 

1827.  Kobert  Green  (colored) 106 

IS27.  Jacob  Mitchell 89 

1828.  Hannah,  widow  of  Benjamin  Chamberlain 93 

1828.  Betty,  widow  of  Nicholas  Wade... ^ 94 

I.S2S.  Sarah,  widow  of  John  Hooper 91 

1529.  Jerusha,  widow  of  Jocob  Mitchell 85 

18:;i.  Mary,  widow  of  Benjamin  Whitman 94 

18.13.  Prince  Uiehards  (colored) .'. 87 

1835.  Nathan  Hudson 9a 

1836.  Christopher  Seaver 03 

1836.  Sarah  Porter 85 

1837.  Nathan  Dawes 87 

1S37.   Betsey,  widow  of  Uev.  Ephraim  Briggs 85 

1839.   UobcrtYoiiug 85 

1839.  Hannah,  widow  of  Cuahing  Mitchell 89 

1842.  Deacon  John  Whitman 107 

1842.  Nathan  Alden 92 

1842.  Bradford  Mitchell 91 

'   1844.  Margaret,  widow  of  Joseph  Wesley 96 

I    1S44.  ,  widow  of Sawtelle 37 

I   1845.  Molly  Wade 91 

I    1845.  Mehitable,  widow  of  Daniel  Harden,  Jr 37 

I    1846.  Eliliu  Stevens  (colored)  90 

I    1847.  Sarah,  widow  of  Joseph  Chamberlain 85 

;    1848.  Abiel  Washburn 91 

i    1848.  Benjamin  Pincin 88 

1849.  Levi  Keith 89 

1851.  Luther  Hatch 88 

1S5I.  Hugh  Orr 85 

1851.  Deborah,  widow  of  Jonathan  Ueed 85 

1    1852.  Celiii,  widow  of  Mark  Phillips 87 

,   1853.  Sarah,  widow  of  Allen  Hatch 88 

!    1S53.  Abigail,  widow  of  Marlboro  Whiting 86 

I    1S54.  Rebecca,  widow  of  Lewis  Chamberlain 90 

1S55.  Dr.  Hector  Orr 85 

1    1856.  Bathsheba,  wife  of  Thomas  Freeman S7 
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Aged 

185S.  Mary,  wiJow  of  Barzilhii  Kiiigiuan 87 

ISoy.  JoaojiU  Uuswoi'th...  Sa 

\Si\U.   Betsey,  uiduw  of  Julin  L.  Ueiinett Ul! 

IStJO.  Sophia,  widow  ol"  Levi  Osborno 9.*J 

ISIIU.   Leitb,  widow  of  David  French 'JU 

18011.    Kobart  Se^iver S8 

ISiiU.   Lydia  Howard 87 

ISGl.  Sally,  wife  of  Tliomus  Howard Sti 

1S6I.   Lydia,  widow  of  William  Baratow 'J3 

18UI.   Ezra  Alden Sti 

ISIJl.   Tlioiuus  White S'J 

IStil.  John  Porter 0-t 

lSti4.   Kacbel,  widow  of  David  Allen 93 

l.~*fnj.    .\iil|ih  Beals Si 

ISf.f).   Charity,  widow  of  Daniel  Bryant 91 

18(jli.   E/ekiel  Whitman 911 

18(1".   Betsey,  wife  of  Joseph  Barrows 87 

1807.  DeaeoD  Ju^iuh  AVIlitiniLli 88 

18fi7.   Mary,  widow  of  Bartholomew  Trow 83 

1SC7.    I.iaac  Heed 92 

18C8.  Hannah,  widow  of  Levi  I'arker 87 

1808.  Joseph  Iteed 86 

ISOU.  Samuel  .Snell 88 

1809.  Susauna,  widiiw  of  Galen  Latham S9 

1S7U.  Margarets.,  widow  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Cross 89 

1S7II.  Abigail,  widow  of  Keith 89 

1870.  Deborah,  willow  of  Eli  Blauehard 89 

187U.  John  Mahoney 87 

1S71,    Benjamin  Keith 86 

1871.  Nabbv,  widow  of  Eleazer  Wliitmun 80 

1872.  Ellis  Holmes 88 

1872.  Cuahing  .Mitchell 87 

187:i.   M ,  wife  of  Carey 85 

187:1.  i-'apt.  Levi  Keith 80 

1873.  Mehituble.  widow  of  Charles  Brown 87 

1S74.  Charlotte,  widow  of  Joseph  Heed 8o 

1S74.  Zeba  Uiehards 88 

1374.   Mrs.  iMary  C.  ( Peebles)   Uoyt 8j 

1874.  Mary,  widow  of  Abel  Barrell 38 

1874.   Phobe,  widow  of  Asaph  Beals 94 

1874.  Sally,  widow  of  Nathaniel  IlainaJoll 85 

1874.  Alargaiet  0.,  widow  of  Lieaeon  Samuel  Keen 90 

187j.   Bethiiih,  wife  of  Josephus  Freeman 87 

1875.  Hannah,  widow  of  Abijah  Severance 30 

1875.  John  Thayer 85 

1875.  Abigail,  widow  of  .\lfred  Whitman 87 

1875.  Jerusha  L.  Bird 88 

lS7(i.   Clarissa,  widow  of  Oliver    Holmes 85 

1870.  Sally,  wiilow  of  Belcher 88 

1377.  Sarah,  widow  of  Deacon  Azor  Harris 87 

l.>77.   Mary  Orr  Bryant 85 

1878.  Eunice,  widow  of  Calvin  Waabburn 87 

1878.  Sally,  widow  of  Thomas  Parris 92 

1S78.   Rachel,  widow  of  .Asa  Whitman 89 

1.S79.  Leonard  Hill 91 

1879.  Eii/ubeth,  widow  of  Joseph  Munyau 35 

1879.  Nabby,  widow  of  William  Newhall 88 

1879.  Daniel  Whitman 95 

1879.   Ard   EdBon 87 

1879.  John  Porter  Reed 80 

1830.  Jennctt,  widow  of  Jonah   Edsoii 35 

1-S80.  Hannah,  widow  of  Zoplianiah  TiOthrop 94 

IS8II.   Hemaii  Keith 85 

138U.   Zebina  Keith 35 

18S0.  Joseph  Chamberlain 38 

1830.   Eunice,  widow  of  Isaac  Brown 88 

ls>ll.  Charity,  widow  of  Nathan  P.  Soule 89 

ISSO.  Solomon  Millet 86 

1380.   Dulcina,  widow  of  Capt.  Porlee  Keith 86 

1881.  James  Siddull 85 

1882.  Batbshua,  widow  of  Capt.  Isaac  Keith 90 

1882.   Eliza,  wife  of  Stetson   Chandler 36 

1832.  Capt.  Scott  Keith 85 

1333.  Betsey,  widow  of  Allen  M.  Porter 90 

1383,  Susanna,  widow  of  llayden 91 


CHAPTKE    IV. 

French  Wiir — Ruvotutionary  War — War  of  1M12 — U'ur  of  the 
Rebellion — Woman's  Work  during  AVur  of  lliu  Kubcllion — 
Military  Record  1861-63 — Soldiers' Muiiuinent — Meuiorial  to 
the  Patriotic  Dead — Grand  Aruiy  of  the  Ucpublic — Militia. 

French  War. — Of  the  solJierd  IVum  E:iat  Bridge- 
water  the  foilowiDg  list  is,  as  nearly  us  cao  be  ascer- 
taineti,  a  correct  one.  Such  particulars  as  are  here 
given  are  derived  partly  from  old  records  and  pan!}' 
froiu  traditioDal  sources. 

Of  oue  or  two  men  it  mus:  be  stated  that  they 
were  residents  of  other  towns  at  the  time  of  their  en- 
listment, but  lived  here  after  tlie  close  of  the  war. 

The  names  are  given  without  specifying  to  whose 
command  the  individuals  belonged,  though  tlwy  were, 
respectively,  members  of  several  companies  under 
Capt.  John  Loring,  Capt.  Simeon  Cary,  Capt.  Josiah 
Dunbar,  and  Capt.  Lemuel  Dunbar. 

The  Bridgewuter  company  joined  the  British  army 
in  1755,  and  first  encamped  east  of  the  Hudson 
River,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Albany.  (The  sum- 
mer of  that  year,  if  memorable  for  no  other  event, 
would  be  remembered  as  being  the  season  in  which 
the  derisive  poem  **  Yankee  Duodle"  was  fii^t  =>ung.) 


Benjiimin  Allen. 
Ebenezcr  Allen. 
Elidha  Allen. 
Ephruiiu  Allen. 
Jacob  Allen. 
Juuatlian  Allen. 
Joseph  Allen. ^ 
Josiah  AlU-n. 
Micab  Allen. 
Surgt.  Richard  Barllett. 
Uenjamin  Byraui. 
Ens.  Jueeph  Byraui. 
David  Conant.- 
Jonatban  Conant. 
Ebiioezer  Drake. 
llezeUiah  Egertua. 
Lieut.  Micah  Fieiich. 
Setb  IliLidun. 
Abner  Ilarria. 
Silad  liurrid. 
Lieut.  John  llauuier. 
Benjauiin  JoUnsun. 


Jodtfph  IvL-ith. 
Jo::eph  I..iich;iia.^ 
Neheiniali  Latham. 
Seth  Latham. 
Tbouiad  Latham. 
Daniel   Lazuli. 
.TaQie:j  Lorinjr. 
Capt.  John  Luring. 
Jacob  Mitchell. 
Heth  Milchell. 
Nathan  Xilcs. 
Junathan  OicuU. 
Sauiuol  Puul.* 
Nathaniel  Ranisdell. 
Increase  Rubin-^on.' 
John  Smith. 
Jotieph  Shaw, 
liarnalju.-*  Sinll. 
I'ulycai  pus  .^iifll. 
William  .Snell.'' 
JaniUi  Suuw. 
Sor-rt.  Junatlian  Snow. 


I  Supposed  to  have  been  present  at  the  capture  <<f  t2ucbtc, 
I76i». 

'•*  Came  home  sick  with  smallpox;  died  a  few  day>  later, 
June  23,  1760. 

3  Was  in  the  Canada  expedition  ;  died  17o3. 

*  Was  in  battle  at  the  capture  uf  Fort  Fronteuac  from  ilic 
Freni'h,  under  Bradatreet,  1758. 

^  Died  in  service. 

•  Wufl  a  schoolmaster.  He  lost  one  le^  in  service;  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  present  at  the  capture  of  Quebec. 


HISTORY   OP   EAST   BRIDGEWATER. 


851 


John  Suow.  Micah  White. 

M:ij.  Samuel  Thaxtcr.  ^  John  Whitman. 

John  Tirreil.'^  Sniuuel  Whitman. 

The  followiug  soldiers  from  East  Bridjxewater  were 

with   Gen.   Wioslow  (1755)   in   his  attack   upon   the 

"  Neutral  French  :'" 


Serj^t.  Bcnjiiinin  Allen. 
Richard  Biirtlctt. 
Inircase  Kobinson. 
Julio  Smith. 


Caleb  Suow. 
Abner  Harris. 
John  Tirrell. 
Micuh  White. 


Revolutionary  War. — '*  An  Exact  Muster  Roll 
of  Capt.  Robert  Orr's  Minute  Company,  in  Coll.  John 
Bailey's  Rej»t.^  who  marched  from  Bridgewater  in 
consequence  of  the  alarm  of  19th  of  April,  1775:" 

Robert  Orr,  capt. 

Klibha  MLtehcll,  lat  Ueut. 

Robert  Duwes,  2d  lieut. 


Stephen  Whitman,  serj;t. 
DiiviJ  Pratt,  sergt. 
Ncliemiah  Latham,  sergt. 
Jucob  Alien,  sergt. 
Jonathan  Allen,  uorp. 
Joseph  Robinson,  corp. 
Levi  Washburn,  corp. 
Simeon  (launett,  corp. 
E.  Washburn,  drum'r  (?). 
John  Mitchell. 
Bradford  Mitchell. 
Robert  Young. 
Arthur  Harris. 
K:&ra  Kingman. 
Isaac  Whitman. 
Thomas  Wliitmau. 
Samuel  Green. 


James  Keith. 
Joseph  Wesley. 
William  Mitchell. 
Joseph  Whiting. 
Rotheus  Mitchell. 
Jonathan  Mehurin. 
Beni:ih  Nilea. 
Marlborough  Whitten. 
John  Kobinson. 
Ichahod  Packard. 
Isaac  Allen. 
Christopher  Sever. 
Samuel  Dyer. 
Timothy  Mitchell. 
Luke  Packard. 
Zadock  Reed. 
David  Keith. 
Seth  Latham. 
Mark  Phillips. 
Eliphaz  Mitchell. 


Japhet  Allen. 

Each  man  of  Capt.  Orr*s  company  marched  one 
hundred  and  nine  miles,  except  Seth  Latham,  who 
marched  tifty-five  miles. 

"  A  Muster  Roll  of  Capt.  David  Kingman's  Com- 
pany, in  Coll"  Edw**  Mitchell's  Regiment,  att  the 
Alarm  at  Squantum  or  Brantree  Farms  iu  March, 
1776:'* 


David  Kingman,  capt. 
John  Whitman,  Ueut. 
Benjamin  Harris,  lieut. 
Ephraim  Gary,  sergt. 
Robert  Dawes,  sergt. 
Peter  Whitman,  sergt. 
David  Pratt,  sergt. 
Benjamin  Whitman,  corp. 
W.  Richardson,  corp. 
John  Brown,  corp. 
Woodward  Latham,  corp. 
James  Allen,  drummer. 
Isaac  Whitman,  tifer. 


Joseph  Allen. 
Josiah  Allen. 
Nathan  Alden,  Jr. 
Simeon  Allen. 
Matthew  Allen  (3d). 
Job  Bearce. 
Elisha  Bisbee. 
Thomas  Chamberhtin. 
Ebenezer  Crooker. 
John  Dyer. 
William  Egerton. 
SiliLs  French. 
Seth  Gannett. 


^  Waa  at  Fort  William  Henry  when  it  was  taken  by  the 
French  and  Indians;  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  but 
escaped. 

"^  Present  at  capture  of  Fort  William  Ueury,  1767;  at  cap- 
ture of  Quebec,  1759, 


John  Hutch. 
John  Hudson. 
John  Hooper. 
Hezektah  Hill. 
Jacob  Hill. 
Walter  Hatch. 
William  Johnson. 
James  Keith,  Jr. 
Ezra  Kingman. 
Daniel  Kinsley. 
Silvanus  Lazell. 
John  Mitchell. 
Bradford  Mitchell. 
Seth  Mitchell,  Jr. 


Nathan  Orcutt. 
Peter  Pratt. 
Sarauel  Pratt,  Jr. 
John  Robinson. 
Zaehariah  Shaw. 
ICbenezer  Slmw. 
Thomas  Sherman. 
Josiah  Tory,  Jr. 
Jonathan  Whitman,  Jr. 
Lemuel  Whituian. 
Simeon  \Vliitman,  Jr. 
Seth  Wliitman. 
Nuhcmiah  Washburn. 
Micah  While,  Jr. 


This  company  was  paid  for  the  above  service  £-42 
7s.  4d.     Each  man  was  in  the  service  six  days. 

"  This  is  an  Exact  Roll  of  Capt.  Nathan  Alden's 
Company  of  Militia,  in  Coll.  Edward  Mitchell's  Rege- 
ment  that  Marched  to  Rhodeisland,  on  the  Alarm 
on  the  Eight  Day  of  December,  1776,  under  my 
Command.  (Signed)  John  Whitman,  Leut.  of  sd 
Company." 


D&ya. 

John  Whitman,  lieut 16 

Ephraim  Cary,  sergt 16 

Beniab  Niles,  sergt 16 

John  Mitchell,  corp 16 

Isaac  Whitman,  corp 16 

John  Edsou,  corp 16 

James  Allen,  drummer 16 

Robert  Orr 8 

Elibha  Mitchell 8 

Peter  Whitman 7 

Jonathan  Allen 16 

Nathan  Alden,  Jr 16 

Benjamin  Alden 16 

Simeon   Allen 16 

Mayhew  Belcher 12 

Isaac  Bozworth 16 


Days. 

Jacob  Hill,  Jr 16 

William  Johnsun...  15 

Daniel  Orcutt 10 

Peter  Pratt 16 

lohabod  Packard ....  16 

Joseph   Robinson 16 

Edward  Robin&un 16 

Hezekiah    Rued 16 

Zaehariah  Shaw,  Jr 15 

Josiah  Torrey 16 

Nicholas  Whitman li> 

Daniel  AVhitman 15 

Micah  White,  Jr Iti 

Josiah  Whitman 16 

Simeon  Whitman 16 


This  company  were  paid  for  their  services  £55 
4s.  8(/.  3/: 

The  following  were  enlisted  into  the  eight-months* 
service  in  1775 : 


Lieut.  Jacob  Allen. 
Ensign  Jonathan  Allen. 
Matthew  Allen. 
John  Bolton. 
Jos.  Egerton,  drummer, 
Ebenezer  Byram. 
Sergt.  A.  Winalow  Clift. 
Samuel  Green. 
Silas  Harris. 
William  Latham. 
Eliphaz  Mitchell. 
Rotheus  Mitchell. 
Timothy  Mitchell. 
John  Tirrell. 
Nathan  Orcutt. 
George  Vining. 
Marlboro  Whiting. 
James  Wade. 

Enlisted,  1776: 

James  Shaw. 
Robert  Pegin. 


Thomas  White. 
Joseph  Wesley. 
Joseph  Whiting. 
Joseph  Ramsdell. 
Joseph  Smith. 
Adam  Gurney. 
Christopher  Seaver. 
Amos  Harden. 
Nathan  Orcutt. 
Enos  Whitman. 
Peter  Reed. 
Samuel  James. 
Daniel  Ramsdell. 
James  Ramsdell. 
Zadock   Reed. 
Zechariah  Shaw. 
Joseph  VintoQ. 


Peter  Reed. 
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Enlisted  in  1777,  for  three  years,  bounty  twenty- 
four  pounds : 

Japliet  Allen.  Watson  Robiusou. 

Jucub  .\llcn,  Jr.,  fifcr.  Isaac  Uobinauo. 

John  lti>Iton.  Jumes  Uautsdell. 

Jolin  Brown.  Abntir  RobiosuQ. 

Solomon  Conaat.  Jaiues  Robinson. 

Michael  Fitz;;erald.  Daniel  Ranisdell. 

Amoa  Harden.  Israel  Sepil. 

Caleb  Ilayward.  Micah  White. 

Silas  Ilarris.  Euos  Whitman. 

William  Latham.  Eliphas  Mitchell. 

Thomas  Latham.  Robert  Robinson. 

Reuben  Mitchell.  David  Keith,  Jr. 

In    June,  1778,  were  drafted    for    nine    montbs' 
service  : 

Christopher  Seaver.  Walter  Hatch. 
John  Tirrell. 

Enlisted  in   1779,  for  three    years  or  during  the 
war : 

Watson   Robinson. 
Eliphaz  Mitchell. 
Solomon  Conant. 
Reuben  Mitchell. 

Also  in  1779,  in  the  Continental   Line,  from  the 
West  Military  District  of  East  Bridgewater  were  : 


Caleb  Ilayward. 
Jolin  Bolton. 
Scth  Byram. 


Amo8  Harden. 
Isauc  Robinson. 
Joaiab  Sturtcvant. 


John  Dyer. 
Daniel  Brett. 
Soipio  Pance. 


And  same  year,  "  hired  from  other  towns  eight  men 
into  the  Continental  service." 

On  the  pay-roll  of  six-months'  men,  in   the  Conti- 
nental army,  July,  1780,  appear  the  names  of 


Joseph  Cbainberlain. 
Benjamin  Chamberlain. 
Robert  Pej;in. 
Solomon  Packard. 


Joseph  Ramsdcll. 
James  Wade. 
Joseph  Whiting. 


In    1781,  enlisted    for   five   months,   to  serve  in 
Khode  Island : 


Benjamin  I'arris. 
Prince  Witherell. 

For  three  months : 

Scth  Byram. 
Samuel  Fa.xon. 
Allen  Fii.xon. 
Joseph  French. 


Benjamin  Taylor. 


Jonathan  Mehurcn. 
David  Whitman. 
Oliver  Mitchell. 
Robert  Pejrin. 


The  last  call  for  soldiers  to  be  furnished  by  the 
East  Parish  of  Bridgewater,  for  the  Revolutionary 
army,  was  in  1781,  the  quota  being  thirteen  men. 
They  were  enlisted  to  serve  three  years  or  during 
the  war,  and  were  paid  for  their  services  by  the 
money  obtained  from  the  sale  of  pew-places  iu  the 
meeting-house.     Their  names : 


Daniel  Kinsley. 
Isaac  Keith. 


Samuel  Whitman. 
William  Whitman. 


William  Orcutt. 
Jacob  Allen. 
William  Latham. 
Thomas  Latham. 


Israel   Bailey. 
John  Bailey. 

Joseph  Rillilsdell. 

James  M'illis. 


The  above-named  twelve  meu  were  prueured  in  the 
parish,  and  Gen.  Nathaniel  Goodwin  obtained  a  man 
in  Plymouth  to  complete  the  required  list. 

Following  is  a  muster-roll  of  Capt.  Jacob  Allen's 

company : 

Jonathan  Allen,  1st  lieut.,  com.  Jan.  1,  1777. 
Jotham  Ames,  2d  lieut.,  com.  Jan.  1,  1777. 
Rotheua  Jlituhell,  ensign,  com.  Jan.  1,  1777. 
Amos  Harden,  sergt.  Isaac  Houghton-. 

AVatson  Robinson,  sergt.  Pelcg  Peudill. 

William  Latham,  sergt.  Daviil  Poor. 

Daniel  Ramsdell,  corp.  James  Robinson. 

Caleb  Howard,  corp.  'William  Robbins. 

Solomon  Conant,  corp.  Henry  Richmond. 

Elipbaz  Mitchell,  mus. 
John  Bolton. 
Abner  Robinson. 
John  Clapp. 
Lot  Dwelley. 
Boatswain  Duel. 
Richard  Farringtoa. 


James  Welch, 
AVilliam  Parsona. 
Prince  Hall. 
Mark  Lewis. 
Thomas  Latham. 
William  Fowler. 
Reuben  Mitchell. 
Jonathan  Mehurin. 
William  Matris. 
Robert  Robinson. 


Rufus  Rubbins. 
Enoch  Stockton. 
Enos  Wbituian. 
Japhet  Allen. 
Flisha  t?urf  i.s. 
Bristcr  Drake. 
Michael  Fitzgerald. 
Silas  Hairis. 
Abraham  Perkins. 
John  Lope. 
Micah  White. 
John  AVilkins. 
James  Ramsdill. 
Scipio  Solomon. 
Joseph  Semure. 
Primuii  Wood. 


All  the  officers,  commissioned  or  non-commis.sioned. 
of  Capt.  Allen's  company,  except  Lieut.  Jotham 
Ames,  belonged  to  the  East  Pari.sh  of  Bridgewater, 
as  did  also  a  number  of  the  privates.  Tiie  rest  were 
enlisted  from  other  localities. 

In  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  wore  four  East 
Bridgewater  men,  viz. : 

Jonathan  Allen.  Caleb  Howard. 

Japhet  Allen.  Solomon  Conant. 

This  company  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stillwater 
Sept.  19,  1777,  in  which  Capt.  .\lleii  and  Abner 
Robinson  were  slain.  Amos  Harden  was  killed  in 
battle  near  Kingsbridge,  N.  Y.,  iu  July,  1781.  Isaac 
Robinson  was  killed  in  battle,  exact  date  unknown. 
The  following  died  in  service,  viz. :  Nathan  King- 
man, died  at  Ticonderoga,  177G  ;  Samuel  James,  in 
February,  1776,  died  in  the  army  at  Cuinbridge ; 
Joseph  Egerton,  Samuel  Green,  Nathaniel  Latham, 
Nathaniel  Frencli,  Joseph  Wesley,  John  Hicks,  and 
John  Jeffries,  died  in  the  Continental  army  at  New 
York  in  177U.  James  Robinson,  Enos  Whitman, 
Scipio  Pance,  and  Israel  Sepit  died  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1778.     Silas  Harris  died  in  1777  ;  Adam  Gurney, 
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in  1778.     Bartiett  Robinson 

and  Benjamin  Johnson 

David  Keith,  Jr. 

Jesse  Porter. 

died  in  service,  date  unkoown 
is  supposed,  died  in  the  army, 
at  Wc'st  Point  in  September, 

.      Jonathan    Dawes,  as 

Snow  Robinson  died 

1783.     Three  men  of 

George  Keith. 
Holman  Keith. 
Isaac  Keith. 
James  Keith. 

Samuel  Porter,  Jr. 
David  Pratt. 
Joshua  Pratt. 
Oliver  I'ratt. 

tlie  Continental  Line  died  before  the  war  closed,  viz.. 

Levi  Keith. 

Peter  Pralt. 

David   Keith,  Jr.,  1778;    D 

miel    Ramsdell,   1779; 

Cnpt.  David  Kingman. 

Samuel  Pratt,  Jr. 

and   Lieut.  Jonathan   Allen,  1780.     Also  the  follow- 
ing in  the  Provincial  service,  viz. :  Jonathan  Whit- 

David Kingman,  Jr. 
Ezra  Kingman. 
Loring  Kingman. 

John  Pryor. 
Dauiel  Kamsjell. 
James  Ramsdell. 

man,  Joseph  Robinson,  Daniel  Whitman,  and  William 

Nathan  Kingman. 

Joseph  Ramsdell. 

Egerton,  in  1777  ;  Bourne  Perkins,  Josiah  Whitman, 
and  Mayhew  Belcher,  in  1778. 

Daniel  Kinsley. 
Arthur  Latham. 
Benjamin  Latham. 

Matthew  Ramsdell. 
Hezekiah  Reed. 
Peter  Reeil. 

LIST   OF    REVOLUTIONARY   SOLDIERS. 

Eliab  Latham. 
Levi  Latham. 

Zadock  Reed. 
Winslow  Richardson. 

Benjamin  Atden. 

Jonathan  Dawes. 

Nath.iniel  Latham. 

Abner  Robinson. 

I:iU;kO  .\Mou. 

Lieut.  Nathan  Dawes. 

Lieut.  Nehemiah  Latham. 

Bartiett  Itobinson. 

Capl.  NathuQ  Aldon. 

Hubert  Dawes. 

Seth  Latham. 

Benjamin  Robinson. 

Nalbao  Alden,  Jr. 

Fifer  John  Dyer. 

Thomas  Latham. 

Edward  Robinson. 

Bynim  Allen. 

Samuel  Dyer. 

William  Latham. 

Isaac  Robinson. 

r:3iiac  Allcu,  Jr. 

Ebenezer  Drake. 

Woodward  Latham. 

James  Robinson. 

Cufit.  Jacob  Allen. 

Juel  EdsuD. 

Isaac  Lazell. 

John  Robinson. 

Jacub  Allen,  Jr. 

John  Edson. 

John  Lazell. 

Joseph  Robinson. 

Di  unimer  Jjimcd  Allen. 

Benjamin  Egerton. 

Nathan  Lazell. 

Robert  Robinson. 

Lieut.  Jonatbiin  Allen. 

Joseph  Egerton. 

Silvanus  Lazell. 

Snow  Robinson. 

Jilphet  Allen. 

Fifer  William  Egerton. 

Allen  Marshall. 

Watson  Robinson. 

Jo.-e|jh  Allen. 

Allen  Fa.voQ. 

Isaac  Mehurin. 

William  Robinson. 

Juiiiib  Allen. 

Benjamin  Fa.xon. 

Jonathan  Mehurin. 

Soipio  (George  Keith's 

Simeou  Allen. 

Sergt.  SuuiucI  Faxon. 

Bela  Mitchell. 

negro). 

Miittliew  Allen  (3d). 

Joseph  French. 

Bradford  Mitchell. 

Scipio  (Anthony  Wins- 

Timothy  Allen. 

Nathaniel  French. 

Col.  Edward  Mitchell. 

low's  uegro). 

Zenas  Allen. 

Silas  French. 

Eliphus  Mitchell. 

Israel  Sepit  (Indian). 

Judbua  Barren. 

Joseph   Ganuett. 

Capt.  Elisha  MitcheU. 

Ebenezer  Shaw. 

Azariab  Bcul. 

Matthew  Gannett. 

John  Mitchell. 

James  Shaw. 

Jonathan  Deal,  Jr. 

Seth  Gannett. 

Oliver  Mitchell. 

Zechariah  Sliaw,  Jr. 

Joseph  Heal. 

Simeon  Gannett. 

Lieut.  Rotheus  Mitchell. 

Christopher  Seaver. 

Eliphalet  Bailey. 

Adam  Gurney. 

Seth  Mitchell,  Jr. 

Thoman  Sherman. 

liiuol  Bailey. 

David  Gurney. 

Timothy  Mitchell. 

Joseph  Smith. 

Julin  Butlcy. 

Jonathan  Gurney. 

William  Mitchell. 

Barnabas  Snell. 

Miiybew  Belcber. 

Thomas  Gurney. 

Alexander  Monroe. 

John  Snow. 

Ebenezer  Bisbce. 

Samuel  Green. 

Benaiah  Niles. 

Samuel  Spear. 

Elisha  Bisbee. 

Joseph  Hamlin. 

Nathan  Niles. 

Josiah  Sturtevant. 

Lulher  Bisbee. 

Ensign  Amos  Harden. 

Joseph  Noyes. 

Benjamin  Taylor. 

Sergt.  John  Bi^beo. 

Arthur  Harris. 

Daniel  Orcutt. 

Wiuslow  Thomas. 

Job  Bearce. 

Lieut.  Benjamin  Harris. 

Nathan  Orcutt,  Jr. 

John  Tirrell. 

Joseph  Bolton. 

Silos  Harris. 

William  Orcutt. 

Josiah  Torrey,  Jr. 

John  Bolton. 

William  Harris. 

Capt.  Robert  Orr. 

Philip  Torrey. 

Isaac  Boswortb. 

Allen  Hatch. 

Galen  Otis. 

Thomas  Torrey,  Jr. 

John  Brown. 

John  Hatch. 

Jacobs  Otis. 

George  Vining. 

Knight  Brown. 

Waller  llateh. 

Dr.  Josiah  Otis. 

Joseph  Vinton. 

Daniel  Brett. 

Edward  Hay  ford. 

Ichabod  Packard. 

William  Vinton. 

Aaron  Chamberlain. 

William  Hersey,  Jr. 

Joseph  Packard. 

John  Wade. 

Benjamin  Chamberlain. 

John  Hicks  (Indian). 

Luke  Packard. 

Nicholas  Wade. 

Job  Chamberlain. 

UczekiahHill. 

Solomon  Packard. 

Robert  Wa.lc. 

Filer  Jos.  Chamberlain. 

Jacob  Hill,  Jr. 

Benjamin  Parris. 

Alden  AVasbburn. 

Thomas  Chamberlain. 

John  Hooper. 

Thomas  Parris. 

Eleazer  Washburn. 

Dauiel  Cary. 

John  Hudson. 

Robert  Pegin  (Indian). 

Isaac  Washburn. 

Kphraim  Cary,  Jr. 

Nathan  Hudson. 

Bourne  Perkins. 

Levi  Washburn. 

Lieut.  Adncy  W.  Clift. 

Henry  Jackson. 

Stephen  Pettingill. 

Solouion  Washburn. 

Drummer  David  Conant. 

Samuel  James  (Indian). 

Anthony  Pieroe. 

Joseph  Wesley. 

Jonathan  Conant. 

John  Jetfries  (free  negro). 

John  Phillips. 

Micah  White,  Jr. 

Sutomon  Conant. 

Benjamin  Johnson. 

Mark  Phillips. 

Joseph  Wbitiiig. 

Benjamin  Crane. 

Josiah  Johnson. 

Thomas  Phillips. 

Marlboro  Whiting. 

Ebenezer  Crooker. 

Solomon  Johnson. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Pool. 

Benjamin  Whitman. 

Jonathan  Cunts. 

AVilliam  Johnson. 

Samuel  Pool,  Jr. 

Enos  Whitman. 
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Daniel  Whitman. 
David  AVhitmiiD. 

Ebenezer  AVliUman. 
Eleozer  WliitmuD. 
Elijah  Whitman. 
Ezra  AVliitmnn. 
Eifer  Isaac  Whitman. 
I:iaiah  Whiliiiaa. 
Liuut.  John  Whitman. 
Juiiathan  Wliitman,  Jr. 
Josiah  AVhitinaii. 
Lemuel  Wliitman. 
Nicliohis  Whitman. 
Peter  Whituian. 


Samuel  Whitman. 
Setb  \Vhitman. 
Seth  Allen  Whitman. 
Simeon  ^Vhitman. 
Thomas  Whitman. 
William  Whitman. 
Asa  Whitmarsh. 
Jacob  Whilemarsh. 
Jamea  Willis. 
Prince  Witherell. 
Samuel  Wood  (Indian). 
Christopher  Young, 
Robert  Youut;. 


Thomas  Osborne,  Loiq  in  Pembroke,  175S,  al- 
though not  a  soldier  of  the  American  army  from 
Bridgewater,  lived  there  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  enlisted  with  the  "minute-men"  from  Hanson, 
and  was,  later,  one  of  tiie  crew  of  the  famous  frigate 
"  Alliance,"  as  were  also  his  brothers,  John  and 
Michael.  Ail  were  said  to  have  been  valiant  fighters, 
and  when  Thomas  had  been  taken  prisoner  by  the 
British  and  kept  at  Halifax,  N.  S.,  for  six  months, 
he  was  tauntingly  asked  by  a  British  officer  if  he 
would  "enlist  again,"  he  replied,  •'  I  mean  to  !"  and 
he  did  so  two  weeks  later,  as  soon  as  he  was  released. 
He  is  known  to  have  been  in  service  at  Roxbury  and 
at  Yorktown.     His  death  was  in  1837. 

War  of  1812.— In  the  war  with  England,  1812- 
15,  the  Bridgewater  Light  Infantry  had  its  head- 
quarters in  East  Bridgewater,  wliere  most  of  its  men 
resided,  and  which  at  the  time  of  its  charter  took  the 
place  of  tile  militia  conipany  of  the  West  District  of 
the  East  Parish  of  Bridgewater.  Its  commander, 
Capt.  Cyrus  Alden,  though  small  in  stature  was  full  of 
energy,  and  had  brought  this  conipany  under  a  disci- 
pline at  that  date  almost  unequaled.  Governor 
Strong's  order  that  this  phalanx  should  repair  imme- 
diately to  South  Boston  was  received  on  Sunday 
morning.  In  a  few  hours  the  men  assembled  on  the 
common,  and  the  promptness  with  which  they  ap- 
peared at  the  State  capital  is  said  to  have  astonished 
his  Excellency,  who  had  not  made  suitable  prepara- 
tions for  the  reception  of  the  troops.  The  roll,  as  we 
have  obtained  it,  contained  the  following'  names; 


Cyrus  AlJeu,  capt. 
Cushinj;  Mitchell,  lieut. 
liartholomcw  Trow,  ens. 
Thoiiiad  Dunbar,  fifer. 
J.  A.  Cunant,  drummer. 
Dan'l  Ilolbruok,  drummer. 
J.  Dunbar,  basa  drummer. 
Epbraim  Cary,  serj^t. 
Levi  Washburn,  scrgt. 
Benjamin  Robinson,  aergt. 
Jona.  Chamberlain,  sergt. 
Ezra  Alden. 
Jonathan  Alden. 


Robert  J.  Byram. 
Francis  Cpry. 
Jonah  EdsoD. 
Luther  Faxon. 
Amada  Field. 
Noah  Harden. 
John  C.  Harden. 
Thomas  Harden. 
Ichabod  Howland. 
Azor  Harris. 
Willium  Harris,  Jr. 
Bela  Hill. 
Bezer  Hill. 


Heman  Keith. 
Parlee  Keith. 
Ruel  Lincoln. 
George  MitchelL 
Samuel  P.  Newhall. 
Thaxter  Norton. 
Welcome  Otis. 
Martin  Osborne. 
Benjamin  Pincin. 
William  Pratt. 


Dexter  Pratl. 
David  P.  Reynuldd. 
Marcus  UobinfOu. 
Alvan  Shaw. 
Nathan  P.  Soule. 
Herman  Wa^^liburn. 
Thomus  White. 
Allen  Whitman. 
Martin  \VhiCiiian. 
ThoEiiai  Whitman. 


Boll  of  names  of  men  from  East  Bridgewater,  who 
marched  to  Plymouth  to  defend  the  coast  in  the 
autumn  of  1814,  under  the  command  of  Capt,  Isaac 
Keith,  viz. : 


Silvanus  Keith,  en^. 
Tho3.  Whitmarsh,  sorgt. 
George  Keith,  acrgt. 
Lewid  Keith,  drummer. 
Oliver  Sharp,  drummer. 
Bezuleel  Allen. 
Daniel  Allen. 
Asaph  Beula. 
Ford  Beurce. 
Emery  Brown. 
Isaac  Brown,  Jr. 
Uriah  Brett,  Jr. 
Eli  Blaachard,  Jr. 
Josiah  Bonney. 
Jacob  Bates. 
Daniel  Bates. 
Arza  Chamberlain. 
Lewis  Chamberlain,  Jr. 
Joseph  Chamberlain,  Jr. 
Plina  Edtion. 
Ard  Edson. 
Luther  Faxon. 
Daniel  French. 
David  Gurncy. 
Seth  Gurney,  Jr. 
Cutihmun  Ilathaxvay. 
Seubury  C.  Hathaway. 
Melzar  Uudaon. 
Isaac  Hudson. 


Luther  Hatcli,  Jr. 

Zina  ILiywaiil. 

Joseph  Ilubart. 

Calvin  \V.  Keen. 

Thaxter  Keith. 

Ichabod  Keith. 

Marston  La/.ell. 

Dean  Latham. 

Peleg  Osburue. 

William  Ncrtli:JI. 

George  Y.  PhiUipy. 

William  Piiitiu,  Jr. 

Orrin  Parria. 
Thuma±f  Parris. 

Nathaniel  RamsdcII. 
Allen  M.  Porter. 
JoDathun  L.  Reed. 
Abel  R.  Reed. 
Ju6ej»h   Rcf;d. 
Hodijah  Roliindou. 
Samuel  Snell. 
Miles  St:indi::>b. 
Pelcg  Stetson. 
John  .Soule. 
Samuel  Stuitcvant. 
Lot  Wliitmar.^h,  Jr. 
William  Wildcy. 
Daniel  Willis,  Jr. 
Nathan  Whitman,  Jr. 
Martin  Whitman. 


In  the  second  war  with  England,  Samuel  Greene 
Alden,  of  East  Bridgewater,  an  older  brother  of 
Capt.  Cyrus  Alden,  of  the  Bridgewater  Lii:ht  In- 
fantry, served  in  the  Fortieth  Regiment,  United 
States  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  Eiistport,  Me.,  by 
the  burstin;^  of  a  gun,  June  5,  1814. 

War  of  the  RebellioiL — During  that  period  which 
plunged  the  whole  nation  in  the  depths  of  trial  and 
woe,  this  little  town  was  never  wanting  iu  prompt  and 
decisive  action,  or  efficiency  of  support  to  the  govern- 
ment iu  so  far  as  its  means  and  abilities  peruiitted. 
Nobly  responding  to  the  earliest  call  for  volunteer 
troops,  and  always  ready  to  meet  ever}'  succeeding 
demand  for  aid  in  the  country's  need,  it  has  a  most 
creditable  record  to  transmit  to  posterity. 

No  braver  soldiers  fought  in  the  Union  army  than 
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many  whose  nnmes  are  eorolled  in  its  lists.  It  counts 
DO  better  citizeua  than  those  who  returned  in  the 
thinned  ranks  of  the  "  Boys  in  Blue,"  and  who,  to- 
day, still  keep  in  luemory  the  night-watch  and  the 
camp-fire  when  the  Grand  Army  Posts  assemble  to- 
gether. 

At  a  town-meeting,  held  April  27,  1861,  the  first 
vote  was  passed  "  to  raise  and  appropriate"  sums 
of  money  for  uniforming  "  the  volunteer  company 
organizing  for  the  defense  of  the  country,"  and  •'  to 
raise  money  to  pay  each  volunteer  or  his  family  for 
three  months'  service,  if  he  should  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,"  etc.  (Four  thousand 
dollars  were  then  voted.)  Other  votes  of  like  sig- 
nificance followed.  A  town  council  of  ten  members 
was  chosen  to  carry  into  effect  the  aforesaid  resolves, 
consisting  of, — viz.,  Samuel  G.  Alden,  Charles  A. 
Latham,  George  Bryant,  John  Reed,  Albert  D. 
Wheeler,  Jacob  Bates,  David  Pratt  (2d),  Isaac  Nut- 
ter, Sidney  Allen,  Gushing  Otis.  The  concluding 
resolution  was  to  this  effect : 

"The  Citizens  of  East  Bridgewater  this  day  in 
town-meeting  assembled  do  unanimou.sly  Resolve  that 
they  will,  to  the  extent  of  their  ability,  maintain  and 
defend  the  Integrity  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union,  and  uphold  the  Government  of  the  United 
States." 

At  subsequent  meetings,  during  tlie  same  year,  votes 
were  pas.sed,  authorizing  the  selectmen  "  to  extend  such 
aid  as  was  deemed  necessary  to  the  families  of  those 
who  had  enlisted  from  this  town,  and  who  were  depend- 
ent upon  such  volunteers  for  support." 

July  2b",  18G2.  The  bounty  paid  to  each  man  for 
the  quota  of  forty-three  was  voted  at  one  hundred 
dollars.  The  selectmen  were  instructed  to  open  a 
recruiling-ofliice  ;  a  committee  of  eleven  persons — 
Isaac  Nutter,  chairman — were  chosen  to  assist  the 
selectmen. 

Aug.  2,  1862.  The  bouuty  was  increased  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

March  9,  1863.  The  additional  sum  of  thirty  dol- 
lars was  voted  to  be  given  to  all  residents  of  the  town 
who  entered  Company  C,  Massachusetts  Twenty-ninth 
Regiment,  during  August  and  September,  18G1. 

April  4,  1864.  Voted  to  procure  a  number  of  men 
''  to  fill  the  town's  quota  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  oue 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  man." 

June  14,  1864.  "  Five  tliousand  dollars  were  voted 
to  procure  forty  volunteers  for  the  town's  quota  in 
anticipation  of  a  call  from  the  President,"  etc., 
Francis  Worcester,  George  Bryant,  Benjamin  W. 
Harris,  and  Calvin  Reed  were  empowered  to  act  as  a 
recruiting  committee. 


Aug.  1,  1864.  Voted  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
State  treasurer  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  furnish 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  town's  quota,  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  each,  to  lie  applied 
under  the  order  of  the  Governor. 

It  can  be  truly  said  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  that  its  seven  first- 
formed  companies  were  mustered  into  service  earlier 
than  any  other  of  the  three-years'  men  furnished  by 
New  England.  Company  C  of  this  regiment  was 
almost  entirely  raised  in  East  Bridgewater.  It  was 
first  designated  L,  in  the  Fourth  Regiment,  and  a 
few  months  succeeding  its  organization  (Dec.  13, 
1861)  received  its  permanent  assignment  to  the 
Twenty-ninth,  then  becoming  Company  C.  The 
signatures  of  the  first  thirty-eight  men  were  enrolled 
at  a  mass-meeting  of  the  citizens,  April  24,  1861. 
The  number  increased  to  seventy-nine  before  the 
setting  out  of  the  company  (on  May  18th)  for  active 
service. 

In  the  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts,  Company  D, 
twenty-six  East  Bridgewater  men  were  enlisted  in 
the  first  quota,  in  answer  to  the  call  for  three  hun- 
dred thousand  troops  for  three  months,  and  were 
mustered  into  service  Aug.  20,  1862;  also  at  the 
same  date  eight  men  joined  the  Fourteenth  Artillery. 

In  September,  1862,  twenty  men  volunteered,  and 
did  service  in  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Company  E,  for 
nine  months. 

In  Company  K,  Seventh  Regiment,  nine  men  took 
part  in  service. 

In  Company  I,  First  Cavalry,  seven  men  were 
enrolled  and  went  into  action  ;  afterward.-^  transferred 
to  Company  L,  Fourth  Cavalry. 

Company  I,  Eighteenth  Regiment,  two  men  ;  Third, 
Twentieth,  and  Twenty  second  Regiments,  one  man 
each ;  Fourteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Fourth 
Battery,  three  men;  Company  A,  Twenty-fourth 
Regiment,  four  men,  etc. 

Women's  Work  during  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion.— Not  less  ready  than  their  husbands  and 
brothers  to  respond  in  time  of  their  country's  need, 
the  women  of  East  Bridgewater  did  a  work  in  mem- 
ory of  which  all  honor  is  their  due.  Previous  to  the 
departure  of  the  first  volunteers  several  meetings 
were  held,  and  whatever  sewing  was  required  to  pro- 
vide for  their  comfort  was  immediately  done.  Several 
bundles  of  garments,  etc.,  were  forwarded  to  the  seat 
of  war  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1861. 

As  soon  aa  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commissiou 
had  established  a  New  England  Women's  Auxiliary 
Board,  and  sent  out  circulars  of  appeal  for  asso- 
ciations to  assist  its  work,  a  meeting  was  called  and 
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couveued  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Kiiuball  E.  Sliel- 
dou,  Jan.  IG,  18G2,  at  which  time  u  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society  was  organized  "  to  assist  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission as  long  as  sucii  services  [were]  needed." 
Mrs.  Sheldon  was  chosen  president,  and  Miss  Pamela 
McA.  Cole,  secretary. 

The  society  held  weekly  meetings  until  July,  18G5, 
when  the  Sanitary  Cotnmission  announced  that  uo 
fuither  supplies  were  needed 

Besides  this  regular  organization  many  persons 
living  at  considerable  distance  from  the  centre  of  the 
town,  or  who  could  not  attend  the  meelings,  accom- 
plished much  in  work  sent  to  individuals  in  different 
places.  The  religious  societies  also  contributed  at 
various  times  to  the  needs  of  some  camp  or  liospitul. 
Of  tliese  no  record  has  been  kept,  but  they  assist  to 
show  an  aggregate  of  much  moneyed  value,  and  bear 
witness  to  love  and  self-sacrifice  of  far  more  worth. 

The  children  were  no  less  willing  to  lend  their 
assistance,  and  many  little  hands  forwarded  the  great 
work.  Juvenile  sewing  societies  sprang  up  in  the 
various  villages,  aud  many  dollars  were  raised. 

illLITAKV   EECUUD,  lSi;l-1863. 
ItaiuU  M.  AUiiuia,  Co.  A,  'illU  Regl.;  enl.  Oct.  4,  1861;  disch.  Auf.  22, 

lSO:i,  for  disubitity. 
Watoon  P.  Adaiaa,  Co.  A,  24th  Eegt. ;  ea\.  Oct.  4.  18(J1  ;  must,  out  Oct. 

10,  l»Mi4. 
SlillDinu  W.  Aldricb,  Co.  U,  :itl  Uegt.  ;  Diuat.  in  Supt.  4,  1862;  must,  out 

Sluy  20,  1804. 
Joliu  f.  Aloiandw,  Co.  H,  20lli  Kegt. ;  mum.  in  Sejit.  6,  18C1. 
Georgo  \V.  Alloci,  Co.  C.  Ulitli  Kcgl.;  enl.  Alnil  2U,  18C1 ;  muot.  in  May 

22,  I8U1;  Uiacli.  Nov.  28,  I8(i2;  ;iiii>uiiitml  torp.  Jun.  1,  lb(i2;  wounded 

.-It  Antictum,  Sept.  7,  18U2. 
dialled  K.  Alien,  eul.  April  18,  181>4;  dibcb.  Jutie  14,  1805. 
Siimuel  P.  Allen,  navul  aervice,  enl.  June  2;j,  1BC4;  nliip  '*  Winter"  July 

1,  1804  ;  yeoiuuu  Dec.  1, 1804;  captiiln'd  clerk  Januury,  1805 ;  dincii. 

Jan.  25,  1805. 
Georgo  W.  Aadrewtj,  Olh  Butt.,  eni.  Jun.  29,  1802  ;  ftppuliited  bergt.  Aug. 

10,  1862. 
Thoniiuj  Arnold,  Uo.  C,  29tli  Kegt.;  must,  in  May  22, 1801 ;  wounded  at 

Antiotani,  Stiploiiit'ur,  1802;  diacli.  Mnrcli  11,  180J,  for  dJHul'ility. 
Abiel  S.  Anhley,  niiiat.  in  Sept.  'J,  1804,  in  2'Jtli  unatUcliud  Heavy  Artil- 
lery ;  term  dxp.  June  10,  1805. 
Ilartwell  .\l k ilia,  Co.  C,  22d  Kegt. ;  enl.  Oct.  4,  1801 ;  died  of  wounda  at 

IMecliaaitaville,  Va.,  June  28,  1802. 
Janiea   M.   Allen,   muaician,  2Utli   Kegt.;  uiuat.  in  Sept.  0,  ISOl ;  dibcli. 

.\ug.  8,  1802,  by  order  of  War  Depaitliient. 
llavid  .Vluioii. 

Ate.xia  Uaker,  niuet.  in  May  13,  1804,  in  Vut.  Kea.  Corpa. 
Aa.L  \V.  Itutea,  Co.  C,  29lli  i^egt. ;  Uiuat.  in  May  22,  1801  ;  diach.  Jan.  15, 

1»03,  rordlaabllity. 
Irving  Itiilea,  Co.  C,  2'Jtli  Kegt. ;  uiuat.  ill  May  22,  18GI ;  appointod  Corp. 

Keb.  23,  1803;  wounded  in  hand  July  t,  1802;  diacb.  May  21,  1804. 
Juinea  A.  Datea,  Co.  C,  2'Jth  Uegt. ;  uiuat.  iu  Slay  22,  1801 ;  diacli.  Oct. 

28,  1802,  for  diaabllity. 
Samuel  Datea,  eupt.,  Co.  Iv,  3d  Itegt. ;  uiual.  in  Sept.  23, 1&02  ;  tcrui  exp. 

Jliue  20,  1803. 
Williaoi  II.  U.  llalea,  4lli  Regt. ;  uiuat.  In  Sept.  20, 1802;  term  exp.  .\iig. 

2s,  18i:i. 
Samuel  A.  Untes,  Co.  F ;  mual.  in  Sept.  10,  18G4  ;  2d  Heavy   Artillery; 

iliach.  June  20, 1805,  at  expiratiuu  uf  aer\ice. 
Charlea   V.  lleultt,   Cu.  Iv,  3d   Kegt.;  inuat.  in  Sept.  23,  18li2;  term  exp. 

June  26,  1803. 
Jauiea  W.  Ueiitou,  Co.   K,  3d   Kegt.;  innat.  in  Sept.  23,  1802;  term  exp. 

June  20,  1803. 
.Vulhony  J.  Uearce,  iniiat.  in  May  17,  1804,  Vet.  Itea.  Corpa. 


Elea^er  C.  llcDiietl,  Co.  A,  14tli   Regt. ;  enl.  in  lat  Heavy  .\rt.,  acted  lui 

muaicibii;  dlach.  July  8,  1S04. 
Patrick  Berry,  eul.  Sept.  14,  1804.29th  uoatlaclied  Cu.  Heavy  .\rt.;  term 

exp.  June  10,  I860. 
Henry  W.  Bird,  Co.  K,  3d  Regt. ;  muat.  In  Sept.  23,  IsOJ  ;  teiui  ex[i.  June 

20,  1803. 
Charlea  H.  Uouney,  Cu.  K,  4th  Regt  ,  muat.  in  Sept.  20,  1&02  ;  term  exp. 

Ang.  28,  1803, 
Ezra  M.  Buuney,  muat.  in  Aug.  11,  1804,  in  2l)tti  unatt.icbed    Co.  Inf.; 

term  exp.  Nov.  18,  1804. 
Jacob  D.  Bonney,  Co.  D,  38Ib  Regt.,  muat.  in  Aug.  20,  1802  ;  diacli.  teb. 

14,  1805,  lor  diaability. 
Frederick  0.  Biabeo,  muat.  in  Aug.  11,1804,  in  ililh  uuallucbed  Co.  Inf. ; 

term  exp.  Nov.  18,  1804. 
Joaepb  F.  Biabee,  muat.  in   .\ug.  II,  1804,  in  2()th   uualluclied  Co.  luf.  ; 

term  exp.  Nov.  18,  1804. 
Herman  Borgnian,  iiiuat.  in  llay  0,  1-Sii4,  in  Vet.  Ilea.  Corpa. 
Andrew  G.  Blackmail,  Co.  K,  3d  Regt.;   niiiat.  ill  Sept.  2.1,  1802;    teim 

exp.  Juno  20,  1803. 
William  W.  Blanclmrd.Co.  A,4Utli  Uegt.;  mnat.  in  Aug.  23,  1802;  died  at 

Hampton  Uoapitul,  Aug.  19,  1804. 
laaac  N.  Bourne,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.;  uiuat.  in  May  22,  1801;  diacli.  at  exp. 

of  aervice,  May  22.  1804. 
AlgernoD  S.  Brett,  aergt.,  Co.  C,  29tb  Uegt. ;  muat.  in  1801 ;  rc-enl.   Jan. 

1,1804;    recnuat.  June  10,  1804;  taken  piiaoner  at   Fort  Stedmau, 

March  25,  1805  ;  term  exp.  July  29,  1805. 
Waller  C.  Brigga,  Co.  K,  3d  Regt. ;  niiial.  in  Sept.  2  1,  lSh2. 
George  U.  Brown,  Co.  C,  29tli   Regt. ;  mnat.  iu  May  22.  l.-^Ol  ;  killed  OQ 

picket  duty  at  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  June  15,  1802. 
Gilbert  Brown,  Co.  E,  4th  Regt.  ;  niual.  in  Sept.  20,  1*02  ;  term  exp.  Aug. 

28,  1803. 
Charles  F.  Bowman,  enl.  io  naval  service. 
B.  F.  Bowman,  enl.  In  naval  aerviee. 
Henry  T.  Brown, 24th  unattached  Co.  Inf.;  must,  in  Dec.  10,  1804;  diacli. 

May  12,  1805. 
John  E.Brown,  Co.  F,  Utli  Uegt.;    must,  in  Aug.  23,18113;  wounded 

May  23,  1804;  dlach.  July  14,  1805. 
William  H.  Urowu,  aergt.,  Co.  K,  7tli  Regt.  ;  muat.  in    June  15,  1801  ; 

diaeh.  July  4,  1604. 
William  Brown,  muat.  In   May  0,  1804,  in  Vet.  Ilea.  Corjia,  diamiaaed  at 

terminatiou  of  sorvice. 
John  Burke,  Co.  B,  28Ui  Regt.  ;  muat.  io  Aug.  11,  1803. 
John  Bryant,  Co.  A  ;  mual.  in  Aug.  11,  l802,  Ut  Heavy  Art.;  killed  lu 

action  at  Spottaylvania,  May  19,  1804. 
Seth  H.  Bryant,  enl.  in  naval  service. 
Bertrand   Biii'geaa,  Co.  D,  38th  Regt.;  muat.  in  .\ng.  20,  lo02  ;  died  ..f 

scarlet  fever.  Now  Orleana,  March  20,  1804. 
Ueury  C.  Burgeas,  muat.  in  Sept.  10,  1804,  2d  Heavy  Art.  ;  trans.  Jan.  9, 

1865,  to  nth  Regt.  Inf. 
Lucius  D.  Uurbeck,  Co.  E,  4th  Regt.,  mual,  in  Se[>t,  21.,  1.^92,  term  exp. 

Aug.  28,  186:1, 
William  Bowley,  Co.  A,  40lli  Regt.;  mual,  Aug,  23,  1802. 
Tbeopli.  S,  Brown,  Jr  ,  enl,  Aug.  10,  1804,  Cav, ;  niiiat.  out  Jan,  19, 1805. 
Arthurs,  Byrnoa,  lat  liout,,  38lli  Uegt.;  enl,   Oct,  20,  181.4;  diach.Jnna 

30,  1805. 
James  Clarke,  Co.  C,  50lli  Regt.;  must,  in  March  10, 1804, 
William  H,  Campbell,  Co,  C,  12tli  Regt.  ;  muat.  in  Sept,  23,  1803. 
John  Carroll,  Co,  D,  Third  Cav,;  muat  In  Dec.  3ll,  1803;  aergt.  May  21, 

1805;  disch,  Sept.  28,  1865.  at  exp,  of  service, 
William  T.  Carter,  eul.  Sept,  0,  1804 ;  Vet,  Res,  Corpa, 
Rodney  Churchill,  Co.  C,  29tli  Kegt,;  must,   iu  Jan,  13,  lso2;  diatli. 

Sept,  29,  1862,  uu  account  of  aickneaa, 
John  Conuut,  Co,  C,  29tli  Regt,  ;  niuat,  in  Jlay  22,  ISOl ,  diacli.  May  22, 

1864. 
Tlioniua  Conant,  Jr.,  Co.  C,  29tli  Regt, ;  mnat,  in  May  22,  18111  ;  wounded 
I  iu  battle  of  Autietaui  Sept,  15,  1802;    pro,  2d  liuul.  Dee,   0,   laii2; 

term  exp.  May  21,  1804. 
JuDiea  S,  Conunl,  naval  aervlce;  muat,  in  June  23,  leo4;  rated  iiiaater- 

at-arms  Juno,  1864;  yeouiau  Jan,  2U,  1805;  disch,  .\ugual,  lb05,  on 

steamer  "  Fort  Donel.ton." 
Joshua  Cook,  Co,  D,  38lh  Regt, ;  must,  in  .Vug,  20, 1802 ;  diaeh,  Juue  3o, 

1865,  at  exp.  of  service. 
Joseph  H.  Cook,  Co,  D,  38lh  Kegt, ;  must,  in  Aug,  20,  1802  ,  diaeh,  N.iv, 

2;l,  1863,  for  diaability, 
Bartholomew  Cougblan,  Co.  K.  3d  Regt, ;  must,  in  Sept,  21,  1802  ;  term 

exp,  June  26,  1803;  re-eul.  April  18,  180-1;   dioch,   March  27,  looj, 

for  disabjlity. 
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Timothy  CuughllD,  Cu.  K,  3U  Regt.;  miitit.  in  Sept.  22^  lbG2  ;  term  exp. 

Juno  'J6,  Ua. 
Timolli)  CurcorHU,  2il  H.  Art.;  muat.  in  Sept.  10,  18G4;  dincli.  June  30, 

Idia. 
Fruncie  II.  Chatulwrluiu,  Co.  E,  4tli  Regt.;  must,  in  Sept.  2ti,  1SC2:  term 

ex|i.  .Vug.  JS,  18iy. 
Eloier  I*,  ('opelund,  mudt.  in  Dec.  16,  1864;  24th  UDSttacbed  Co.;  term 

elp.  Mny  12,  1865. 
ElbrlJgo  I'riiclitT,  2Urh   uuiiltaclied  Co.  Inf.;    luuit.  in  Nov.  19,  1864; 

term  c.\p.  June  2'J,  1866. 
Charles  ClelHutl,  mubt.  in  May  6,  1864,  Vet.  Ues.  Corpii. 
Wilhum  Ouiwin,  eni.  in  Co.  E,  4tli  Uegt. ;  served  on  lund  three  monthe 

in  ]d6l :  died  at  Pensucolu,  un  buuid  sliip  "  Nigtitingale,"  1862. 
Elbridge  U.  Curtis,  Co.  C,  29lli  Kegt. ;  muat.  iu  Sept.  10,  I8C1 ;  term  exp. 

Sept.  16,  1864. 
MiDot  S.  Curlis,  Co.  C,  29tli  Uegt. ;  must,  in  May  22, 18C1 ;  wuuuded  at 
Malvern  Miil,  July  1,  1862;  Corp.  Feb.  23,  1803;  aergt.  Jan.  1,  18G4; 
discli.  Slay  21,  1814. 
Joaeph  W.  Cushing,  Co.  A,  141li  Regt.;  laC  Rag.  U^Art. ;  must,  iu  Aug. 

11,  1802 ;  ilisch.  July  8,  1864. 
Alfred  II.  Ciimniinga,  sergl.,  Co.  C,  29th  Begt. ;  must,  iu  May  22, 1861 ; 
taken  prisoner  at  Slorriatown,  Tenn.,  November,  1863;  died  at  An* 
dersouville  May  22,  1864. 
Francis  Callopy,  Co.  II,  28lli  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  10,1863;  term  exp. 

June  17, 1865. 
Dennett   Cotton,   Co.   C,  '28th  Regt.;  miut.    io  March   7,   1804;  trans. 

to  the  Vet.  Res.  Corps  Jau.  10,  1865. 
William  Crone,  must,  iu  May  6,  1804,  Vet.  Ke«.  Corps. 
Patricii  Cavin,  must,  in  May  13,  1864;  11th  Inf.,  regular  army. 
John  Cook,  Co.  D,  38tli  Kegt.  ;  must,  in  August,  1862. 
James  Connor. 

Alboi  t  \V.  Diirey,  Co.  K,  7th  Regt.,  muat.  in  Juno  15,  1861 ;  term  of  ser- 
vice e.xp.  June  27,  1864. 
Charles  Darling,  Co.  K,  7tli  Regt.;  must,  iu  June  15,  1801;  disch.  for 

disabilily  Murcli  17,  1862. 
Freeman  Davis,  enl.  May  6,  18';4,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Charles  Drake,  Co.  C,  29lh  Regt. ;  must,  in  May  22, 1861 ;  re-«ul.  Jau.  5, 

1864;  must.  Jan.  10,  1864. 
James  Dulfy,  Co.  A,  18tli  Uegt. ;  must,  iu  Aug.  24,  18G3  ;  died  at  Ander- 

sonville  May  31,  1864, 
John  Dunla|>,  Co.  II,  38th  Regt.  ;  must,  iu  Aug.  21, 1862;  died  at  New- 

berne,  N.  C,  March  9,  1865. 
Allen  U.  Dunlrur,  Co.  I,  33d  Kegt.  :  must,  in  August,  1802;  wounded  at 

battle  of  Lookout  Mountain  ;  died  at  Chattanooga  June  25,  1864. 
Ruel  W.  Dunbar,  COtli  Uegt. ;  must,  iu  July  14,  1864  ;  term  exp.  Nov.  3U, 

18o4. 
Charles  E.  Dyer,  Co.  D,  3Sth  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  20,  1802;  died  of  ty- 
phoid fever  at  Chesapeake  Hospital,  Fortress  Mouroe,  Nov.  16,  1802. 
George  K.  Dyer,  2d  liout  ,  Co.C,  29lh  Rejlt.  ;  must,  in  Sept.  16,  1801;  re- 

enl.  IMj4;  must,  out  July  19,  1805. 
William  A.  Dysou,  Co   Iv,  3d  Uegt.;   must.  In  Sept.  2;i,  1862  ;  term  exp. 

June  26,  180:i. 
Carl  Eckart,  Co.  C,  19th  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  4,  1863. 
Uenjauiiii    F.  Edson,  Co.  C,  29th  RegU  ;  must,  in  May  22,  1861;  disch. 

April  111,  1803. 
George  A .  Kilsou,  2d  lieut. ;  served  in  1st  Reg.  Cav.  and  iu  4tli  Cnv.,  Co. 
1 ;  niusi   iu  April  22,  1801;  disch.  July22,186l;  re-enlisted  ;  served 
till  Nov.  14,  1805. 
Seth  U.    Edson,  Co.  K,  3d  Regt.  ;    must,  in  Sept.  23,  1802;  term  exp. 

June  26,  1803. 
Seth  It.  Edson,  3d  Regt. ;  must,  in  Aug.  18, 1863,  iu  Heavy  Art.  | 

Allen   1'.  Eildy,  3d  Uegl.  ;  must.  In  cavalry  Dec.  26,  1863 ;  disch.  Sept.    1 
28,  1&65.  I 

Curtis  Eddy,  Co.  C.  29lh  Regt.;  must,  in  May  22,  1861. 
Benjamin   J.  Eddy,  Co.  C,  22d  Regt. ;  must,  in  Sept.  2,  1861 ;    died  of  I 
wounds  at  Fair  Uaks  June  29,  1862.  I 

Bar/illai  f.  Ellis,  Co.  B,  3d  Uegt.  ;  must.  In  Sept.  26,  1862;  term  exp.    I 
June  26,  1863.  | 

Elihii  T.  Ellis,  Co.  I,  1st  Cav.;  must,  in  Sept.  14,1861;  2d  lieut.;  disch. 

Nov.  14,  1805.  I 

Watermnu  J.  Ellis,  Co.  K,  id  Regt. ;  must,  iu  Sept.  23,  1802  ;  term  exp.    | 

June  26,  1863. 
David  lOlbin. 
James  Esles. 

Edward  E.  Edson,  Co.  D,  3d  Cav. ;  enl.  Dec.  20, 1863  ;  dismissed  Sept.  28, 
1865,  at  exp.  of  service. 


John  C.  Failing,  muat.  in  May  6, 1864,  Vet.  Rea.  Corps. 

Joseph  J.  Farwell,  Cu.  A,  29th  Regt. ;  must,  in  March  12,  1864  ;  service 

exp.  July  29,  1865. 
George  L.  Faxon,  Co.  D,  38lh  RegL  ;  must,  iu  Aug.  2U,  1862 ;  disch.  Jan. 

14, 1864,  at  New  Orleans,  to  accept  a  commission  in  the  U.  S.  Col. 

Troops:  appointed  bvt.  capt.  U.  S.  Vols.  March  13,  1865. 
Charles  W.  Flagg,  Co.  C,  29tli   Regt.  ;  must,  in  Sept.  10,  1861  ;  re-enl. 

Jan.  2,  1864 ;  muat.  In  Jan.  10,  1864. 
Francia  It.  Flagg,  naval  aervice;  muat.  in  Aug.  24,  1864,  2d.iluss  fire- 
man, on  sloop-of-wur  "  Brooklyn,"  receiving.ship  "  North  Carolina," 

and  steamer  "  Hope";  disch.  Aug.  23,  1865. 
Edward    K.  Field,  20th   unattached  Co.;  must,  in  Nov.  19,  1864;  term 

exp.  Juoe  29,  1865. 
Robert  C.  Fellowa,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.  ;  must,  in  May  22,  1801 ;  Corp.  Oct. 

17,  1861  ;  re-eul.  Jan.  5, 1864. 
George  L.  Flaher,  must.  In  Sept.  15,  1864,  Vet.  Rea.  Corps. 
Juhu  D.  Fisher,  Cu.  K,  3d  Regt  ;  must,  in  Sept.  2:1,  1862;  term  exp. 

June  20,  1863;  must,  io  a  secoud  time  Jau.  23,  1864,  North  Carolina 

luf. 
George   W.   Flaher,  Co.  0,  20th  Regt. ;  must,  in  May  22,  1861  ;    disch. 

March  11,1803. 
John  Flynu,  Co.  I,  9tb  RegL  ;  muat.  in  June  11,  1861 ;  trans.  June  10, 

1864,  to  32d  Inf. 
Samuel  Foster,  Co.  K,  7tli  Begt. ;  must,  in  June  15,  1801 ;  sergt.  Jan.  1, 

1863 ;  disch.  at  exp.  of  service  June  14,  1864. 
Tulman  French,  Co.  1, 1st  Cav.  ;  must,  iu  Sept.  14,  1861 ;  disch.  May  4, 

1864,  for  disability. 
William  H.  French,  Co.  1, 1st  Cav.;  must,  in  Sept.  19, 1801 ;  re-enl.  Jan. 

I,  1864,  Co.  A,  P.  B. 

Isaac  R.  Freuch,  Co.  E,  4th  Regt. ;  must,  iu  Sept.  20,  1862;  re-eul.  Aug. 

II,  1864,  2Uth  unattached. 

George  L.  French,  20th  unattached  ;  must,  in  Aug.  11,  1864. 
E^ra  T.  Fuller,  20tli  unattached  ;  must,  iu  Nov.  19,  1804. 
William  II.  Fullarton,  Co.  C,  3Slh  Regt. ;  must,  in  Aug.  2U,  1»62. 
Leonard  F.  Gammons,  Co.  D,  38th  Regt. ;  muat.  in  Aug.  20,  1862 ;  sergt. 

June  7,  1864. 
Henry  W.  Gammons,  1st  Regt.  Heavy  Art.;  must,  in  Aug.  6,  1862. 
James  Gleaaun,  Co.  F,  11th  Kegt. ;  must.  In  Aug.  18,  1863. 
Charles  Gould,  must,  in  May  6,  1804,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Henry  K.  Gould,  Co.  C,  29lli  Regt. ;  must,  in  May  22,  1801 ;  disch.  May 

15, 1863;  trans,  to  Invalid  Corps. 
Myron  Gould,  Co.  D,  38th  BegC;  enl.  Aug.  20,  1862;  died  iu  hospital, 

Ilulon  Rouge,  Aug.  29,  1803. 
Patrick  GriUin,  eul.  Sept.  6,  1864,  Vet.  Rea.  Corpa. 
Stephen  Grigga,  Co.  E,  4th  RegU  ;  eul.  Sept.  26,  1862  ;  disch. ;  disabled 

May  4,  1863. 
Silas  N.Groavenor,  Co.  C,29th  Regt.;  enl.  May  22, 1861  ;  killed  in  battle 

at  Peleraburg,  Va.,  June  17,  1804. 
Alfred  Guruey,  Cu.  K,  3d  Regt. ;  eul.  Sept.  23,  1862. 
Alvati  A.  Gurney,  Co.  K,  7tb  Regt.;  enl.  Jao.*31,  1802;  disch.;  disabled 

Marcli  13.  186.1. 
Seth  P.  Guruey,  Co.  D,  38th  Regt.;  enl.  Aug.  20,1802;  corp.  Oct.  22, 

1862;  disch.  for  disiUdlity  June  8,  1865. 
Marcus  M.  Hale,  Cu.  E,4lh  Regt.;  eul.  Sept.  26,  1802  ;  re-enl.  20th  un- 
attached Aug.  11,  1864. 
Henry  Z.  Hale,  4th  Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  26, 1862. 
Nahuni  C.  Hale,  Co.  A,  40th  Regt. ;  enl.  Aug.  23, 1862 ;  died  at  Fort  Ethan 

Allen,  Ucl.  14,1802. 
Auguslns  F.  Hall,  Co.  E,  4th  Regt. ;  enl.  Sept.  26,  1862. 
Ferdinand  Ilaberar,  enl.  May  6,  1864,  Vet.  Res.  Cur|is. 
Samuel  Hall,  Co.  K,  4th  Begt.;  enl.  Sept.  26,  1862. 
John  A.  Harden,  Co.  K,  71h  Begt. ;  col.  June  15,  1861  ;  re-enl.  Nov.  19, 

1804,  2Ulh  unattached. 
Noah  T.  Harden,  Co.  K,7th  Begt.;  enl.  June  15,  1861  ;  re-eul.  Nov.  19, 

1864,  20Ih  unattached. 
Daniel  W.  Harden,  Cu.  C,  29th  Uegt. ;  died  in  hospital,  Annapolis  Junc- 
tion, July  31,  1802. 
Henry  C.  Harden,  Co.  K,  18th  Aegt.  ;  enl.  Aug.  24,  1861  ;  re-enl.  24lh 

unattached. 
James  W.  Harden.  Cu.  C,  29lh  Regt. ;  enl.  May  22,  1861  ;  died  Oct.  — 

18A2. 
Nahum  F.  Harden,  Co.  D,  38th  Regt. ;  enl.  Aug.  20, 1862. 
Lulber  Ilurdeu,  Cu.  K,  3d  Uegt.;  enl.  Sept.  23,  1862. 
Uenjainiu  F   Harden,  enl.  Jau.  14,  1864,  1st  Cav.  and  Heavy  Art.  ;  died 

Sept.  4,  1864. 
William  H.  Harden,  Co.  E,  4th  Uegt.;   eul.  Sept.  26,  1862. 
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CjIviii  Fnincia  Hiirlow,  Co.  C,  29tli  Regt.;  enl.  51uy  22,  1801  ;  re-«iil.    | 
Juri.  'A  If'lA;  killeil  in  batlleut  fort  Srodiimn,  Slaiuh  liO,  ISUa.  | 

Kvere.l  J.  Il^rtfurd,  Co.  D,  iSlli  Hfgt. ;  eul.  Jlurcli  I,  IBOi  ;  nmi.t,  out 

July  n,  1S65. 
Arthur  Ilurris,  Co.  A,  1411j  Kept.;  eDJ.  April  23,  loOl  ;  re-enl.  Aug.  11, 

lb(i2;  borvoil  in  Ist  llt-avy  .\rt. 
WillijQi  B.  Halliawuy,  Co,  C,  2ntli   Kegt. ;   enl.  Sept.  11,  1861;  lleut.; 

served  in  4Iii  Kcgt.  three  niuuthd. 
AinJrew  11.  Hjiywaril,  Co.  H,  58lli  Itogt. ;  eiil.  March  1.  ISW- 
Joaiah  E.  Ilujwiird,  Co.  C,  2'Jth  Itegt.  ;  eiil.  Miiy  22,  IMl ;  wouudeU  in 

hiittle  of  Wildi-rueds. 
Julii)  Holmes, 
lauiic  K.  Hill,  Co.   K,   7lh   Regt. ;   eul.  Juno  15,  18C1  ;  aergt.   Oct.   20, 

18(i2. 
Cili-h  >:.  Hicki.  Co,  F.  :i2d  Uegt. ;  eul.  Feb.  2l),  1802  ;  diach.  for  di».ibii;ty 

Feb.  7,  lili-l. 
]:iij.ih  llintkl.'j,  Co,  K,  3d  U.gt.;  enl.  Sept.  2:1,  1602. 
S  ilnuel  S.  Hinckley,  Co,  A,  l:llli  Uegt.  ;  eul.  July  10,  ISOI ;  3Srgl,-nuij, 

July  1,  1S63;  wounded  ut  Uctlytburg, 
KobertUB  F.  Ilol.leu,  lOtli  Uiitt,  Light  Art.  ;  enl.  March  11,1864. 
Eli»li.-i  S    llolbrooU,  Co.  C,  2Uth  Kogt,  .  enl.  Miiy  1,  1801  ;  2d  lieut. ;  died 

at  Foitresj  Monroe  .\ug.  211,  1601. 
John  0.  Howluii.i. 
Alonzo  L.  Uohne»,  Co.  D,  38th  Regt.;  enl.  Aug.  2(1,  1802;  aergt.  Juno  1, 

1S05. 
George  llollii,  enl.  M.iy  12,  1804,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Damon  lloyi,  Co.  C,  20th  Regt.;  eul.  May  22,  IHOl  ;  wounded  in  buttle 

at  SpoHnylvauia  Slay  12,  1804. 
Caleb  L.  Uuiiton.Jr,  Co.  C,2'Jth  Regt.;  eul.  May  22,  1801  ;  died  ut  Camp 

Ueunison,  Ohio,  Sept.  U,  l60;i. 
Galeu  0.  Uudhou,  Co.  1),  ^iftth   Uegt.  ;  eul.  Aug.  20,  1862;   wounded  ut 

Wiucheater.  Sept.  10,  1804,  lui^bing  and  auppoded  killed. 
John   Uudaon,  Co.  C,  .ISlh  Regt.;  enl.  Aug.  2n,  l6Ci  ;  wounded  at  Port 

Hudaun,  June  14,  1803  ;  died  ut  lioiue  on  furiongh  Nov.  1,  1803. 
John  Howard,  Co.  F,  12lh  Uegt.  ;  eul.  .^.ug.  11, 1802 ;  di»ch.  for  diaabilily 

Dec.  27,  1802. 
Ell  Helton. 
.Muiond  Ingalls,  Co.  K,  3d  Regt.;  enl.  Dec.  21,  1803;  trans,  to  Vet.  Uea. 

Corpa  Januar>',  160o. 
Andrew  Jiu:kaon,  2Uh  unattached  ;  enl.  Dec.  10, 1804. 
David  Jamea.  eul.  M.iy  0,  1804,  Vet.  Ilea.  Corpa. 
Charles  W.  Jaqnith,  Co.  A,  4IMh  Regt.  ;  enl.  Aug.  23,  1662;  killed  in 

siege  of  Frederiekobnrg,  May  2il,  1804. 
Euiery  Jaipiilh,  Co.  C,  2'Jtli  Itegt.  ;  eul.  May  22,  1801. 
Auguatua  Johuaou,  3d  Regt. 
James  G.  .lohnaou,  Co,  C,  20tli  Uegt.,  eul.  May  22,  1801 ;  re-enl.  Co.  D, 

58th  Kegt.,  March  30,  1664. 
\Villiaui   Henry  Johuaou,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.  ;  enl.  May  22,  1801  ;  diacli. 

for  dicablhly  Dec.  15,  1802. 
Charlea  K.  Jordan,  Co.  C,  2Ulh   Regt.;  eul.  May  22,  1861 ;  discli.  fur  dis- 
ability Jan.  15.  180:!. 
James  K.  Josselyn,  Co.  K,  7th  Regt. ;  enl.  Aug.  24, 1801 ;  diach.  for  dis- 
ability Oct.  7,  1862, 
William  W.  JoBselyn,  Co.  K,  7lh  Regt.  ;  enl.  Aug.  28,  1801;  wounded  at 

l<'iederickaburg  May  3,  iiud  died  near  there  May  7,  1803. 
William  Jones,  Co.  E,  2«th  Regt,;  enl.  Aug.  11,  1863. 
George  M.  Jeukius,  Co.  M,  4th  Cav.;  eul.  March   1,  lti&4  ;  diacli.  Nov. 

14,  1805. 
Hillard  Jones. 
James   Kaler,  Co.  II,  17tli    Uegt.;  onl.  Sept.  12,  1804;  disch.  June   3t), 

1605,  by  order  of  War  Department. 
Aaron   M.   Keen,  Co.  A,  141  h   Uegt.;  enl.  Aug.  11,  1802;  served   in   lat 

Art.;  died  ut  Fredericksburg  May  2:1,  1804. 
Tliouias  Keif,  Co.  L,  1st  Cav.  ;  enl.  September,  IRGl ;  lieut.  1864. 
George  M.  Keith,  Co.  K,  3d  Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  23,  1802. 
Theodore  S.  Keith,  enl.  January,  1803 ;  aaat.  aurg.  naval  service. 
William  F.  Keitli,  enl.  Dec.  1,  18t>4;  yeoutau  ;  captain's  clerk  June  0, 

16114,  steamer  "  Fort  Donelson;"  disch.  Jan.  3,1605. 
George  W.  Keniiey. 

Francis  M.  Kiugmaii,  Co.  C,  20th  Regt.;  enl.  May  22,  1801. 
Jaiiiea  Kiugniiui,  Co.  D,  :i8tli   Regt. ;  enl.  Aug.  2U,  1602  ;  died  at  Marine 

Hospital,  New  Orleans,  June  14,  1803, 
Thomas  Kinaley,  onl.  Aug.  0,  1804,  Vet.  Res,  C^trpa. 
George  S.  Knowlton,  Co,  K,  7th    Uogt, ;  enl.  June  15,  1801;  disch.  for 

.liaalrility  Nov.  12,1801. 
Charles  J.  LakiD. 
Edward  Luwton,  enl.  May  0,  1804,  Vet.  Rea.  Corpa. 


John  C.  Lambert,  Co.  C,29th  Regt. ;  killed  in  battle  at  Retheada  Church, 

Va.,  June  I,  1804. 
Alonzo  W.  Leach,  Co.  H,  38th    Regt.;  enl.  Aug.  21,160.:;  wounded   at 

Cedar  Creek  Oct.  0,  1864. 
Lebbous  Leach,  Co.  C,  29lh  Uegt, ;  enl.  May  22,  1601  ;  captain, 
Authouy  Lebi,  eul.  May  0,  1804,  Vet,  Ilea.  Corp.-.. 
Francia  Lang,  Co.  B,  28th  Regt.  ;  enl.  March  7,  1804. 
Matthew    W.    Lincoln,   sergt..  Co.    I,    lat    Cav.;   enl.    Sept.  14,    1801; 
taken  prisoner  at    Pilatka,  Fla.  ;    released  aiarch    1,  lb05;  di.icli. 
March  20,  1805. 
Eugene  A.  Lincoln,  Co.  C,  29th  Begt.  ;  enl.  6Iay  22,  l6Cl. 
David  H.  Lincoln,  Co.  C,  20th  Regt. ;  enl.  Blay  22,  l»Ol  ;  died  at  .\atie- 

tuin  Sept.  24,  1802. 
Isaac  II.  Lincoln,  utusician,  20th  Regt.  Heavy  .\i  t. ;  enl.  .\ug.  18,  1804. 
Matthew  W.  Lincoln,  Co.  I,  lot  Cav.  ;  enl.  Sept.  14,  laol  ;  sergl.,  Aug.  15, 

180:i. 
William  B.  Lincoln,  enl.  Jan.  4,  1S04  ;  in  baud,  regular  army. 
Hervey  Luciia,  Co.  C,  20tll  Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  10,  1801. 
Albeit  F.  Lnrjirder,  20tli  unattacliud ;  eul.  Aug.  II,  1604. 
George  E.  Lnzarder,  Co.  D,  :!8th  Uegt.  ;  enl.  Aug.  20,  1602. 
Dennis  filahoriey,  2il  Regt.  Heavy  Art.;  enl.  Sept,  8,  18)'4;  trana.  to  Co, 

D,  nth  Regt.  Inf. 
Patrick  Muhoney,  murdered  in  Washington. 
.Samuel  W.  filunn. 
William   H.  Maine,  Co.  E,  4tb  Regt.  ;  eul.  April  22,  1601  ;  re-enl,  Sept. 

20,  1802,  lat  aergt. 
Andrew  J.  Mai/.e,  enl.  May  G,  1864,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Nyuipliaa  W.  MafSton,  Co.  E,  32d  Regt.  ;  eul.  Dec.  17,  1801  ;  diacli.  Nov. 

0,  1604. 
John  S.  Martin,  enl.  May  6,  1804,  Vet.  Res.  Corpa. 
John  McAviu,3d  Regt   Heavy  Art.;  enl.  Sept.  14,  1804. 
Charles  McCarter,  lat  Uogt.  Heavy  .\rt.  ;  enl    Aug.  11,  1602  ;  mortally 

wounded  at  SiHjttsylvania  May  10,  1804;  died  ne.\t  <biy. 
Bernard  filcKenney,  3d  Regt.  Heavy  Art. ;  enl.  Sept.  14,  IftiH. 
Michael  McMuhon,  enl.  May  0,  1804,  Vet,  Rea.  Corps. 
Neil  McMillan,  sergt.,  Co.  C,  29th   Regt.;  enl.  May  22,1601  ;  wounded 

in  buttle  of  Wllderneaa. 
James  McNuKy,  eul.  May  12,  1804,  Vet.  Res.  Corpa. 
Martin  McNulty,  enl.  Sept.  7,  1804,  Vet.  Rea.  Corpa. 
Morton  D.  Mitchell,  Co.  D,:l8th  Regt.;  enl   Aug.  20,1802;  2d  lieut.;  died 

on  steamer  "City  of  Bath"  June  17,  18i;3. 
Henry  11.  Mitchell,  5lh   Regt.;  enl.  April   17,  1801  ;  asst.  aurg.  lltli    N. 

Y.  Vols,  and  of  39th  Mass.  Vols.;  promoted  snrg. 
William  S.  Milchell,  Co.  D,  68th  Regt.;  enl.  March  1.  I.^04,  diacli.  July 

14,  1805,  at  exp.  of  service  ;  prisoner. 
Gerry  Mitchell. 

John  W.  Btitchell,  20th  unattached  Co. ;  enl.  Aug.  11,  1604. 
John  Milton,  2d  Regt.  Cav.;  enl.  Oct.  31,  I8l^t. 
George  M.  Monroe,  24tli  unaltaclied  Co. 
William  II.  Mome,  Co.  C,  2Uth  Uegt.  ;  enl.  May  22,  1801  ;  Ir.iua.  to  Halt. 

L,  4lh  U.  S.  Art.;  re-enl.  May,  1804. 
George  II.  Morse,  sergt.  Co.  C,  20tli  Regt.  ;  eul.  May  22,  1601. 
William  H.  Mosher,  color  sergt.  Co.  B,  20th  Regt.  ;  enl.   M.iy  14,  1861  ; 

killed  at  Spottsylvania  May  12,  la04, 
Charles  Murphy,  I  lib  Uegt,;   eul,  March  7,  1804  ;   unaa^iigned  reiruil. 
William  Murphy,  enl.  May  11,  1804,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
I    Joba  Miller,  (Jo.  I,  llth  Uegt.  ;  enl.  June  13,  1801. 
John    M.  Naflon,  Co.  C,  29lh    Regt.;  enl.  Sept.    10,   1601;   died    at   Camp 

Nelson,  Ky.,  March,  1803. 
George  W.  Newhall,  eul.  July  20,  1864. 
Charles  A.  Nourae,  enl.  Sept.  8,  1604,  2d  Uegt.  Heavy  .\rt. 
Edmund   W,  Nutter,  Co.  D,  3Sth   Kegt. ;  enl.  Aug.  20,  1802;  diach.  for 

disability  at  Marine  Hoapitul,  New  Orleans,  La.,  May  20,  1803. 
Richard  Niitterville. 

William  O'Brien,  Co.  H,  17tli  Bogt. ;  enl.  Sept.  8,  1804 
Edward  S.  Osborne,  Co.  C,  20th  Uegt. ;  enl.  Jlay  22,  1861  ;  served  in  4tli 

Uegt. ;  disch.  Aug.  10, 1801,  for  diiability. 
Eliab   N.  Osborne,  Co.    F,  32d  Uegt.;  oiil.   Feb.  20,  l.Siii;  re-enl  Co,  I, 

5Kth  Regt,,  May  13,  1804. 
lloury  A.  Osborne,  Co.  C,  29th   Uegt.;  enl.   May  22,   1801;  wounded   at 

Autietuui,  Sept.  17,  1802  ;  re-eiil.  Jan.  2,  1604. 
I'eleg  Oabornp,  Jr.,  (>J.  D,;J81h  Regt.  ;  died  at  Camp  Stanton,  Lynnfiel.l, 

Aug.  20,  1802. 
(Villiam  H.  Osborne,  Co.  C,  20tli  Regt.;  enl.  Jluy  22,  ISOI  ;  wounded  at 

Malvern  Hill  July  I,  1802  ;  disch.  Dec.  4.  1802,  lor  disability. 
Adam  Ott,  Co.  F,  20th  Uegt.  ;  ool.  Aug.  7,  1803  ;  re-enl.  in  Co.  II,  April 
28,  1805. 
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Willium  O'Neil. 

Alpheus  I'lickurd.  Cu.  C,  29tli  Uei;!.  ;  Bnl.  Sept.  10,  1861  ;  tran».  Sept.  'M, 

l&UJ,  lu  (lie  InvMlId  Ci>rp0. 
Edmund  T.  I'jickaid,  Cu.  C,  i'Jtli  Ret;t.  ;  enl.  Sept.  16,  18G1  ;  aergt.  Jan. 

1,  ldli:i ;  died  lU  .\iiiiup>ilid,  .\pril  -J4,  1&(>4. 
Fnuik  G.  Hmker,  Cu.  D,  Jtith  lie;;!. ;  unl.  Aug.  20,  1»62;  Corp.  Juua  1, 

laGo. 
Williuiii  I'uters,  enl.  May  7,  1.S04,  Vet.  Res.  Corpd. 
Williuiu  I'uteiie,  Bill.  Miiy  6,  1S04,  Vol.  Res.  Curp«. 
Williuiii  ritfison,  JJ  aiv.  ;  eiil.  Oct.  2i,  1SC4. 
I'utricU  rt-ppard,  enl.  s.-pc.  7,  1M)4,  Vol.  Red.  Corps. 
Siniou  I'eUi,  Co.  B,  Illh  Regt.  ;  enl.  Aug.  14,  1803. 
Uiluli    I'li.lp.,  Co.  I,  Utii   Uegt.;    oul.  Aug.  14.  18Ua  ;  Uiucll.  March  7, 

lSb4,  f..rdii>iibility. 
Ciilvici   I'oiler,   Co.  K,  7tli  Regt.  i  enl.  Juua  15,  ISOl  ;  discU.  June  27, 

1S04. 
laoac  R.  I'orter,  Co.  I,  lEt  Civ.  ;  enl.  Sept.  14,  1861  ;  trans,  to  Co.  I,  4tli 

a.v. 

Jolin  I'orlLi,  Co.  D,  W  Ciiv. ;  eul.  Doc.  al,  1863  ;  2d  lieut.  Oct.  5,  1865. 
Lawrence  \'.  Poole,  Co.  C,  2Utli   Regt. ;  eul.  May  22,  1801 ;  Corp. ;  di:icb, 

Oct.  7,  ls02,  for  diaability. 
James  U.  I'ieico,  4lb  Regt. ;  enl.  April  22, 1801 ;  diacb.  July  22, 1801. 
Kbeuezer  II.  I'mtt,  Co.   C,  JUlli  Regt.;  eul.  May  22,  1801;  deluileil  to 

Light  .\rlillery  May  18, 1802;  Corp.  June,  18GU;  re-euL  io  4tb  Art. 

Nov.  ZO,  18ii3. 
Allen  P.  Pratt,  enl.  Aug.  11.  1864,  2aib  unattached. 
Isaac  S.  I'rutt,  enl    Aug.  11.  1804.  2Utb  uuattacbciL 
Johu  I'lews,  enl.  May  8,  1864,  VeL  Res.  Corps. 
Patrick  tjuigioy,  Co.  K,3d  Regt.  ;  enl. Sept.  23,  1862;  re-eul.  2li  H.  Art., 

Co.  11,  Oct.  5,  1803. 
Jameo  (^uuiii,  enl.  Sept.  7,  1864,  Vet.  Res.  Corps;  discb.  Nov.  30,  1805, 

by  order  ot  War  Departmeut. 
Alexander  IJiiinniu,  enl.  Uiiy  6,  1864,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Auies  Rauisdell,  Co.  K,  71h   Kegt.  ;  enl.  June  15,  1861;    trans,  to   Vet. 

Res.  Corps  March  18,  18G4. 
Setb  L.  Ritiidull,  Cu.  A,  4Ulb  Regt. ;  enl.  Aug.  23,  1862. 
John  Redding,  enl.  May  10.  l004.  Vet.  Bos.  Corps. 
Johu  N.  Reed,  Co.  K,  3d  llegt.  ;   enl.  Sept.  23,  18Gi. 
David  P.  Reynolds.  Co.  K,  3d  Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  23,  1862;  Corp.  ;  re-anl. 

CUth  lle-t.  July  14,  1804 
Jnsiah  K.  Keynolds,  Co.  K,  3d  Itegt. ;  enl.  Sept.  23,  1802  ;  re-eul.  6Utb 

Regt.  July  14,  1804. 
Michael  Rice,  eul.  May  6,  iat>4.  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Joslali  Riclinioud,  Co.  £,  4tli  Regiment  ;  enl.  Sept,  26,1862  ;  eargt. ;  died 

at  Marion,  Ohio,  Aug.  15,  1863. 
nonice  A.  Ripley,  Co.  C,  Z9th  Rigt. ;  enl.  May  22, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Jan.  2, 

IbOCi. 
Wallace  U   Ripley,  Co.  0,  29th  Regt.  ;  enl.  May  22,  1861 ;   died  at  New- 
port News,  Va.,  Aug.  9,  186:i. 
James  L.  iCobinsou,  <^.  G,  Ist  Cav. ;    aul.  December,  1863 ;    acted  aa 

bugler. 
William  F  Rounds,  Co.  C,  29th  Ragt. ;  enl.  May  22, 1861 ;  re-eul.  in  20tb 

uuattai.lied  Nov.  19,  1804. 
James  Kogeni,  Jr.,  Co.  A.  loth  Regt.;  aul.  July  2, 18G1. 
Thomas  Russell,  enl.  May  0,  1804,  Vat.  Res.  Corps. 
John  Ryan,  sergt. 
Otto  Rieui,  Co.  D,  11th  Regt.,  enl.   Aug.  12,  1803;  died  of  wounds  at 

Beadvillc,  Aug.  9,  18G4. 
Timothy  Ueanlon,  died  iu  service. 
Leonard  Bevis,  eul.  Aug.  13,  1804,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Ezra  F.  Sampson,  Co.  K,  3U  Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  23,  1862  ;  term  axp.  June 

20,  l»a;. 
James  U.  Sampson,  Co.  D,  58th  Regt. ;  enl.  March  1, 1864 ;  discb.  Juua 

3u,  180.'.,  by  order  of  War  Department. 
John  T.  Suiupson,  Co.  C,  29th   Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  16,  1861;  disch.  at  Con- 
valescent Camp,  Alexandria,  Jan.  27,  1803. 
William  S.  Sampson,  Co.  C,  lath  Regt.;  onL  Dec.  16,1862  ;  truos.  to  Vet. 

Res.  Coi'lis. 
Kugeoe  Sanger,  Co.  D,  38Ih   Regt.;  enl.  Aug.  20,  18G2  ;  wounded  aud 

died  at  liisland,  Lii.,  April  13,  1803. 
Pater  Scofiel.l,  enl.  Sept.  7,  1804,  Vet.  Vol.  Corps. 
Alonzo  Sharp,  Co.  C,  29lh  Regt. ;  enl.  Sept.  16,  l8Gl  ;  term  cxp.  May  22, 

1804. 
Edward  Sharp,  Co.  K,  3d  Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  2 J,  1862;  term  axp.  June  26, 

1863. 
Oliver  M.  Sharp,  Co.  K,  4tli  RegL;  enLSapt.26,  1862;  re-enl.  In  2Uth 

unattached  Aug.  11,  1804. 


Simeon  Sharp,  Co.  C,  38th  Regt. ;  aul.  Aug.  20,  1862  ;  term.  exp.  Juua 

30,  1805. 
Charles  F.  Shaw,  Co.  S,  4th  Regt. ;  aul.  Sept.  20,  1802  ;  died  at  .Memphis, 

Tonn.,  Aug.  9,  1863. 
Ira  C.  Shaw,  musician,  Co.  C,  29lh   Regt,;  enl.  May  22,  1801;  dioch. 

March  2,  1863. 
Jerome  Shaw,  20tb  unattached;  enl.  Aug.  11,  1804.  • 

Williaui  Shaw,  Co.  D,  18th  Regt. ;  enl.  Dec.  19,  1863  ;  trans,  to  32d  Regt. 

Inf.  Oct.  21,  1804. 
Beiijauiin  Siddiill,  Co.  C,  29tb  Ragt. ;  eul.  May  22, 18GI ;  wounded;  di^ch. 

lor  difubility  July  4, 1801. 
James  Siddall,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt. ;  enl.  May  22,  1861 ;  discb.  for  disability 

July  20,  1801. 
Daniel  Slatteiy,  enl.  Sept.  7,  18G4,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 

Ri-uhen  U.  P.  Smith,  2d  H.  .\rt.;  enl.  Sept.  8,  1804  ;  disch.  Juno  20,  18G.i. 
William  B.  Smith,  Co.  C,  29tb  Regt.;  enl.  May  22,  1861;  disch.  for  dis- 

abilily  Oct.  19, 1802. 
William  W.  Sinltb,  Co.  C,  29th  Uegt. ;  enl.  May  22,  1861;  died  at  New- 

berue,  N.  C,  Oct.  30,  1804. 
William  Springfield,  enl.  Sept.  7,  1864,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Benjamiu  Sleiiigardt,  Co.  C,  381b  Regt.;  eul.  Aug.  20,  1862;  disch.  for 

ilisabilicy  Nov.  17,  1863. 
Daniel  N.  Stcingardt,  Co.  0,  38th  Regt.;  eul.  Aug.  20,1862;  must,  out 

Juua  30, 1865. 
Johu  F.  Steingordt,  Co.  0,  3Slb  Regt.;  enl.  .A.ug.  20,  1802;  died  in  hos- 
pital, Batou  Rouge,  Sept.  2,  1863. 
Joseph   A.  Steingardt,  Co.  C,  38lb  RegL;  enl.  Aug.  20,  1862;  discb.  for 

disability  Aug.  22,  1863. 
.\ndrew  J.  Stetson,  Co.  D,  38th  Regt.  ;  enl.  Aug.  20,  1862 ;  oergl.  Nov.  1, 

1862  ;  wounded  at  Port  Hudson  May  27, 1863  ;  killed  in  battle,  Win- 
chester, Va.,  Sept.  19,  1804. 
Jasou  E.  Stetuuu,  Co.  E,  4lli  Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  26,  1862;  term  exp.  Aug. 

28,  18G3. 
John  M.  Stetson,  Co.  E,  4tb  Regt. ;  enl.  Sept.  26, 1802  ;  term  exp.  Aug. 

28,  1303. 
Hugh  Stran,  Co.  C,  20th  Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  IG,  18C1;  discli.  fur  disability 

Oct.  30,  1802. 
John  T.  Slurtevunt,  Co.  C,  29tb  Regt.;  eoL  May  22,  1861. 
George  Sturtavant,  died  In  service. 
Zenaa   W.  Sturtevant,  Co.  K,  3d   Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  Zi,  1s62;  term   exp. 

June  26,  1803. 
Jacob  P.  SiHjoner,  Co.  E,  4tb  Regt. ;  enl.  Sept.  26,  1802;  disch.  Aug.  28, 

1863. 
William  Slieridao,  enl.  March  7, 1804. 
John  W.  Sylvester,  Co.  I,  1st  Cav.  ;  enl.  Dec.  4,  1861  ;  died  at  Anderson- 

ville,  Nov.  10,  18&4. 
Lysander  M.  Thompson,  sergt.  24th  unattached  ;  enl.  Dec.  16,  1804. 
Vernon  M.  Thompaou,  Co.  C,  29lb  Regt.;  enl.  Sept.  16,  IHOI  ;  disch.  for 

disabilily  Oct.  11,  1862. 
Josliua  Thorp,  24th  unattached;  ani.  Dec.  16, 1864. 
Jeremiah   D.  Tburlow,  Co.  E,  4tb    Regt.;    enl.  Sept.  20,  1802;  reenl. 

March  31,  1804,  regular  army,  Signal  Corps. 
Mercer  V.  Tlllson,  4th  Regt.;  enl.  April  22,  1861;  re-eul.  March   18, 

1864,  regular  army.  Signal  Corps. 
Sylvanus   Tliikham,  Co.  D,  3sth   Regt.;  enl.  Aug.  20,  18G2;  trans,  to 

Vet.  Res.  Corps  May  31, 1863. 
Elijah  U.  Tolmau,  Co.  C,  29tb  Regt. ;  aul.  May  22, 1861 ;  died  of  wounds 

at  Aniietnni,  Sept.  18,  1802 
Augustine  Towie,  enl.  May  6,  1864,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Daniel   W.  Tribou,  Co.  C,  29lh  Regt;  enl.  May  22,1861;  corp.   Oct.  1, 

1801 ;  wounded  at  Keedysville,  Md.,  Sept.  15,  1862  ;  disch.  for  disa- 
bility January,  18G3. 
George  H.  Trow,  color  Corp.  Co.  D,  38th  Regt. ;  enl.  Aug.  20, 1802 ;  killeJ 

iu  baltle  of  Bislaud,  La.,  April  13, 1803. 
John  Trimble. 

George  E.  Tales,  2Utb  unattached;  enl.  Aug.  11,  1864. 
Liuac  S.  Thomas,  Cu.  A,  1st  Heavy  Art  ;  eul.  Aug.  11,  18G2 ;  term  eip. 

July  8,  1864. 
Christopher  Talbot,  Co.  F,  58tb  Regt. ;  enl.  March  12, 1864. 
James  O.  Uuderwood,  Co,  D,  .i8tb  Regt.;  anI.  March  1,1804;  killed  at 

Shady  Grove  Church,  June  3,  1864. 
Ileiiiy  W.  Valla,  I4th  Regt.;  eul.  Feb.  2,  1802;  Uken  prisoner  in  cam- 
paign 1864  ;  disch.  July  8,  1804. 
Augustus  B.  Vickery,  Co.  H,  58th  Regt.;  enl.  April  18,  1804;  disch.  for 

disability  March  27,  1865. 
Horace  Vosmus  Co  I,  2d  Regt. ;  enl.   Hay  25,  1801 ;  died  of  wounds  iu 

hospital,  Winchester,  Va.,  June  4, 1802. 


860 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


JaDies  WitUli. 

Andrew  J.  Warner,  eol.  May  11,  18C4,  Vet.  Rea.  Corps. 

Joliu  S.  Wuloii,  Cu.  H,  18th  Uegt. ;  eiil.  Aug.  '^4,  1801. 

Juoieo  L.  W^isbburu,  Cu.  C,  llOtb   Re^-t. ;  eul.  Sept.  IC,  18U1  ;  traus.   to 

Butt.  L,4lh  Art. 
GeortiiJ  A.  Wliec-ler,  Co.  D,  18tli  Begt.;  sui.  Aug.  20,  1802  ;  wounded  at 

I'ort  Hii.ldoii  Jluy  -Jl,  IKW. 
Ciwhing  While,  Co.  A,  Hlli  Art.;   eul.  Aug,   11,  1802;    dL.i:li.  July  8, 

18U4. 
Edwiird  While.  Co.  D,  lllh  Itegt.  ;  eul.  Feb.  29,  1804. 
Junies  K.  While,  Co.  C,  291li  Uegt. ;  eul.  Muy  22,  1801;  dinch.  Juu.  1, 

1804,  to  i-e-euliet. 
Neheuliuli  White,  Cu.  C,  20th  Regt. ;  eul.  Mtiy  22,  1861 ;  wounded  ;  didcb. 

for  diiibilily  Feb.  10,  180:(. 
S.imuel  C.  White,  Co.  D,  :i8lh  Uc-gt.  ;  oul.  Aug.  21),  1802;  wouiideU  at 

i'ort  Iludaon,  June  14,  1803;  disch.  fui'  diaubilily  Juue  lU,  IttOJ. 
Aaa  W.  Wliilujriu,  C<..  C,  29th  Kegt. ;   eul.  May  22,   1801  ;   truu».   to   Uatt. 

L,  4th    Art.;     re.eul.  Sept.  5,   1804,  in   naval   ttervice   on    Kteumer 

"  Siuco.** 
Charli-o  C.  Whilnian,  Co.  C,  29lh  Kegt.  ;  enl.  May  22,  1861. 
Freedom  Whitman,  Go.  C,  29th  Kegt.;  enl.  May  22,  1801;  oorp.  Oct.  1, 

1801. 
Nathan  D.  Whitman,  lat  lieut.,  Co.  C,  29tb  RegL;  enl.  May  1, 1801. 
James  Wilder,  Co.  K,  7th  Regt. ;  enl.  June  lo,  1801;  diacU.  June  27, 

1804. 
William  Wilder,  Co.  K,  7th  Regt.;  enl.  June  II,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Fred- 

erkkbburg  May  3,  I80;i;  diacli.  Juue  lo,  1864. 
George  U,  Wiudor,  enl.  lii  naval  service;  killed  Jan.  15,  1805,  at  the 

HlormiDg  of  Fort  Finher. 
Eldriilge  W.  Winsor,  Co.  D,  .ISlh  Uogt.;  enl.  Aug.  13,  1802  ;  wounded  ut 

Port  Hudson  Juue  15,  1803. 
George  W.Wood,  29th  Itegl.,  uuatlaclied  Heavy   Art.;    eol.   Sept.   12, 

1804. 
Alfred  Worthington,  Co.  I,  let  Cav. ;  enl.  Sept.  14,  1801 ;  trana.  to  Co.  I, 

4th  Cav.;  re-enlisted. 
Levi  Wright,  Co.  C,  29tli  Regt. ;  eul.  May  22,  1801 ;  diech.  for  disability 

Jan.  21,  1803. 
Thatcher  P.  Wright,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.;  enl.  May  22,  1801  ;  disch.  for 

ilisability  Jan.  lo,  1863. 
Charlea  Wright,  IGIh  Uatt.  Light  Art.;  enl.  March  11,  1864;  diach.  June 

27,  1866. 
Edward   Williams,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt  ;  enl.  May  22,  1801 ;  trana.  to  Vol. 

Ride  Cor{id. 
Herbert  0.  White,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.;  eul.  Sept.  16,  1861. 
Joseph  St.  Whitman. 

Rafacllo  l^uinones,  enl.  Sept.  2,  1864,  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Ferender  C.  Negiia. 
Charles  Wilson,  Co.  F,  58th  Regt. ;  eul.  March  12,  1804. 

Soldiers'  Monument. — On  the  31st  of  December, 
1868,  the  first  movement  was  made  towarJ  the  erec- 
tion of  a  soldiers'  monument  in  East  Brid<^ewator, 
when  a  meeting  of  tiie  citizens  was  held  at  the  town 
hall  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Monumental  Soci- 
ety. It  was  well  attended  ;  Hon.  James  H.  Mitchell 
presiding  and  William  H.  Osborne,  Esq.,  acting  as  sec- 
retary. Committees  were  chosen,  and  all  plans  pro- 
posed were  discussed. 

During  the  previous  summer  the  sowing-circle  of 
the  First  Parish  Society  had  voted  a  certain  part  of 
the  proceeds  of  its  hibors  to  the  cause,  and  in  the 
luonlh  of  December  the  Soldiers'  Aid  Society  had 
otfcred  the  funds  left  in  its  treasury  (amounting  to 
between  three  and  four  hundred  dollars). 

This  meeting  adjourned  to  Jan.  7,  18G9.  A  per- 
manent organization  was  fully  established  Jan.  28, 
ISli'J,  and  a  constitution  adopted  and  published. 
Through  the  elScient  labors  of  the  committees  the 


arrangements  for  the  erection  of  the  monument  were 
completed,  and  the  shaft  was  located  nn  the  common, 
opposite  the  First  Parish  Church,  in  November,  1873, 
and  formally  dedicated,  with  appropriate  ceremonies, 
on  the  17th  day  of  September,  187-1,  on  which  occa- 
sion Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Harris  delivered  an  oration. 
The  monument  is  of  Quincy  granite,  thiity-three 
feet  four  inches  in  height.  On  one  side  it  bears  the 
following  inscription  : 

*'  Erected  by 

Tilt;  CITIZE.N'S  or   Ea-ST   lillllUil-W'.XTKli, 

A.D.    1S73, 

I.S   MbMOItV  OK 

THEin  TOU'NS\li:.V 

who,  ID  tUt)  war  of  ISGl-tiS, 

and  in  ttie 
Service  of  the  Uulted  Stutes, 

gave  their  lives 
That  the  Nation  miijlit  live." 

On  the  three  remaining  sides  are  the  names  of  forty- 
seven  deceased  soldiers. 


Diivld  11.  Liucolu. 
Cliiii  lee  Mcl'arter. 
Morton  D.  Mitchell. 
William  U   Mi.sher. 
John  fit.  NasMii. 
Pcleg  0.-.boiiu-,  Jr. 
Eduiuud  T.  Packard. 
Tiuiolhy  licard.ui. 
David  P.  Ueynolda  (2d). 
Jusi^.h  Ricliiuoud. 
Wallace  K.  Itlidey. 
Eugene  Sanger. 
Charles  F-  Shaw. 
John  F.  Steiligardt. 
Andrew  J.  Stetson. 
George  Stilltevant. 
John  W.  Sylvester. 
Dlijah  If.  Tuluian. 
Oeorgt'  H.  Trow. 
James  O.   Underwood. 
Horaci:  Vosluus. 
James  Wilder. 
George  II.  \Viasor. 


Hartwell  Atkina. 
George  D.  Browo, 
llertraud  Ilurgess. 
Johu  Bryaut. 
Woodbriilga  Bryant. 
Alfred  11.  Cummluga. 
William  Curwin. 
Allen  B.  Dunbar. 
John  Dunlap. 
Charles  E.  Dyer. 
Benjamin  J.  Eddy. 
Myron  Gould. 
Silas  N.  Grosvenor. 
Henry  Z.  Hale. 
Nahum  C.  Uale. 
James  W.  Harden. 
Calviu  Francis  Iluilow. 
Elisha  S.  Holbrook. 
Caleb  L.  Hudson,  Jr. 
Gnlen  0.  Hudson. 
John  Hudson. 
William  W.  Josaelyn. 
Aaron  M.  JCeen. 
James  Kingman. 

MEMORIAL   OF   TIIE    I'ATIIIOTIC    DEAD. 

ELISHA   3.    HOLBROOK. 

Lieut.  29th  Mass.  Inf.     Died  Aug.  20,  1861,  Fort  5Iour.>e;  age  21. 

HORACE    VOsMUS. 

2d  Mass.  Iiif.     Died  of  wouuda  June   4,  1802,  Wiuchestur,  Va.  ;  age  25. 

GEORGE    D.    BROW.N. 

29th  Mass.  Inf.     Killed  June  15,  1802,  Fair  Oaks,  Va. ;  ago  20. 

HARTWELL    ATIilNS. 

22d  Mass.  Inf.     Died  of   wounds,  June  2&,  1862,  Mechuuicsvllk-,  Va.; 

age  36. 

BENJAMIN    J.    EDDY. 

22d  Moss.  Inf.     Died  of  wounds,  June  29,  1802,  Fair  Oaks,  Va. ;  agu  .:0. 

DANIEL  W.   HARUKN. 

29th  Mass.  luf.     Died  July  31,  1802,  .\niiai>otia  Junction  ,  age  23. 

WALLACE    R.    BIl'LKY. 

29th  Mass.  Inf.     Died  Aug.  9,  1802,  Newpolt  News,  Va.  ;  age  23. 

PELEQ   OSBOKN,  Jr. 

38tb  Mass.  Inf.     Died  Aug.  29,  180;:,  Camp  Stautou,  Lyiiiilluld  ;  age  45. 

ELIJAH    H.   TOLMAN. 

29th  Mass.  Inf.     Died  of  wounds   Sept.  18,  1802,  .Viitiet.iui ;  age  23. 

DAVID    II.    LINCOLN. 

29th  Moss.  Inf.     Died  Sept.  24,  1802,  .\ntielam  ;  age  26. 
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JAMES   W.    HAnDEN. 

29th  Maaa.  lof.    Died  Octuber,  ltl62i  age  23. 

NAIIUM    C.   HALE. 

4Utll  lliM.  Inf.     Diet!  Uct.  14,  IbC'J.  Fori  ElhaD  AllcD  ;  age  32. 

CUAULES    E.   DYER. 

3Stb  Mttaa.  Inf.     Died  Nov.  IG,  lb02,CheHapeake  Hoapit&l,  Fortress  Mod* 

roe;  ajce  24. 

WILLIAM  CUltWIN. 

U.  S.  Navy,  18('»2,  Puiiimciilu. 

WllODIlKIDGK    I5RYA.ST. 

o.'^th  Maad.  IdI'.     Died  Jaiiujiry,  18U1,  New  Orlettna. 

JOHN    51.   NASON. 

2DUi  3Iaaa.  Taf.     Died  Maiuli,  ISiJ^i,  Nicbulaaville,  Ky. ;  age  21. 

OKOItOE  H.  TlliiW. 

Color  Curp.  .l.-stli  .Muss.  Inf.     KillfU  Apiil  l.S,  ltlC:i,  Uisland,  La.;  age  22. 

EUGENE  SANGER. 
■',S(h  >Iji3d.  Iiif.     Died  of  wuiiiida  April   l:>,  ISO  I,  Blsland,   La.;  age  20. 

WILLIAM  \V    .lOSSKLYN. 

7lh  MabS.   Inf.     DieJ  of   wouiiiln    Aliiy   T,    1S0;I,  Kredericksbitrg,  V;i. ; 

age  .■)2. 

JAMES  KINGMAN. 

38Ib  Ma-ia.  Iiif.     Died  Jime  14,  18C:|,  New  Oi'leana ;  age  ;!U. 

MORTON  D.  MITCHELL. 

Lieut.  UStli  Maae.  Inf.;  died  Juue  IT,  IbGU,  ateamer  "City  of  Bath;" 

age  29. 

CHARLES  K.  SHAW. 

4tb  Maaa.  Inf.    Died  .\iig.  9, 1863,  Meuipbia,  TenD.  ;  age  38. 

JOSIAU  RICHMOND. 

Sergt.  41b  Maaa.  Inf.     Died  Aug.  la,  1863,  Marion,  Ohio  ;  age  37. 

MYRON  GODLD. 

38tli  Slaaa.  Inf.     Died  Aug.  29,  IslU,  Baton  Rouge,  La. ;  age  21. 

JOHN  F.  STEINOARDT. 

38tb  Maaa.  Inf.     Died  Sept.  2,  ISUa,  Uatuu  Rouge;  age  34. 

CALEB  L.  HUDSON,  Ju. 

29tU  Maaa.  Inf.    Died  Sept.  11, 1803,  Camp  Deoiaoo,  Ohio  ;  age  19. 

JOHN  HUDSON. 

3ath  Maaa.  luL     Died  of  wounds  Nor.  1,  18G3,En8t  Bridgewater,Maaa.; 

age  38. 

BERTRAND  BURGESS. 

38lU  Maaa.  iDf.     Died  Murcli  20,  18G4,  Now  Orleans;  age  20. 

EDMUND  T.  PACKARD. 

Sergt.  29th  Maaa.  Inf.     Died  April  24,  18(H,  Aonapolla,  Md. ;  age  37. 

WILLIAM   H.  MOSHER. 

Color  Sergt.  29tb  Maaa.  Inf.  Killed  Muy  12,  18U4,  Spottsylvania;  age  23. 

JOHN   BRYANT. 

latSLuss.  Heavy  Aitlllory.     Killed  in  battle  May  I9,I864,Spottaylvania  ; 

age  37. 

CHARLES    McCARTER. 

lat  Maa±i.  Heavy  Artillery.    Died  of  wouoda  Slay  19,  18t>4,  Spottaylva- 

uiu ;  age  45. 

ALFRED   B.  CUMMINGS. 

Sergt.  29th  Muaa.  Inf.     Died   Muy  22,  I8M,  Auderaonvills;  age  2G. 

AARON    M.    KEEN. 

lat  Blaai.  Heavy  Artillery,     Died   May  23,  1804,  Frederickaburg,  Vu. ; 

age  40. 

CHARLES    W.  JAQUITH. 

Corp.  40th  Slaaa.  Inf.   Killed  Muy  24,  18G4,  Fredericksburg,  Va. ;  age  34. 

JAMES    DUFFY. 

18th  Mass.  Inf.     Died  Muy  31,  18U4,  .\lider»onvilla;  age  23. 

JAMES   0.   UNDERWOOD. 

3&th  Mu^s.  Inf.     Killed  Juue  3,  laG4,  Sbudy  Grove  Cburcb  ;  age  34. 

SILAS    N.  GROSVENOU. 

Sergt.  29tli  Maaa.  luf.     Killed  Juno  17,  18G4,  Petersburg,  Va. 

ALLEN    B.  DUNBAR. 

33d  MasH.  luf.     Died  of  wuundd  June  26,  18G4,  ChattaDOoga  ;  age  26. 

OTTO    UIEM. 

lltb  Maas.  Inf.     Died  of  wounds  Aug.  9,  I8G4,  Ileadville,  Mass.;  age  22. 

WILLIA.M  W.  IILANCHARD. 

40th  Mass.  Inf.     Died  Aug.  19,  1804,  Uunipton  Hospital ;  age  32. 


BENJAMIN  F.  HARDEN. 

Ist  Maaa.  Ca>.     Died  Sept.  4,  18ti4  ;  age  18. 

GALEN  OTIS  HUDSON. 

381b  Muss.  Inf.  Died  of  wouuda  Sept.  19,  1864,  Winchester,  Vu.;  age  20. 

ANDREW  J.  STETSON. 

Sergt  38tU  Maaa.  luf.    Killed  Sept.  19,  1864,  Wincliester,  Va.;  age  27. 

JOHN  W.  SYLVESTER. 

1st  Maaa.  Cav.     Died  Nov.  10,  1864,  .VndereoDville  ;  iige  34. 

GEORGE  H.  WINDOR. 

U.  S.  Navy.     Killed  Jan.  15,  ISGfl,  Fort  Fisher;  age  31. 

JOHN  DUNLAP. 

38th  Mass.  Inf.     Died  March  9,  1865,  Newberne,  N.  C. ;  age  40. 

CALVIN  FRANCIS  HARLOW. 
29th  Mass.  Inf.     Killed  March  25,  18G5,  Fort  Sleduiaii ;  age  22. 

HENKY  Z.  HALE. 
4th  Mass.  Inf.    Died  In  East  Bridgewater,  Dec.  4,  1867  ;  age  26. 

D.  PERKINS  REYNOLDS. 

3d  Mas*.  Inf.     Died  in  East  Bridgewater,  Dec.  6,  1867  ;  age  25. 

JAMES    WILDEK. 

7tb  Maaa.  Inf.     Died  at  borne,  July  29, 1872;  age  30. 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. — On  the  sixth 
(lay  of  June,  1870,  a  post  of  the  Gnind  Army  of 
the  Republic  was  regularly  instituted.  The  oigaiii- 
zatioD  was  conducted  by  Hon.  Henry  B.  Pierce,  of 
Abington,  deputy  inspector-general,  assisted  by  com- 
rades of  Post  73  of  that  town. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  charter  members,  viz. : 
William  H.  Osborne,  Francis  M.  Kingman,  Levi 
Wright,  Leonard  F.  Gammons,  Henry  W.  Ilarwood, 
2ilgernon  S.  Brett,  Alonzo  L.  Holmes,  Edward  E. 
Edson,  John  Carroll,  Eleazer  C.  Bennett,  Isaac  N. 
Bourne,  Irving  Bates,  Albert  P.  Sampson,  Andrew 
Jackson,  James  L.  Robinson,  Minot  S.  Curti.s,  Seth 
B.  Edson,  Josiah  E.  Hayward,  Seth  H.  Bryant,  Jo- 
siah  E.  Reynolds,  Frederick  Mitchell,  William  B. 
Hathaway,  George  W.  Allen,  Samuel  P.  Allen, 
James  W.  Cooper,  Charles  C.  Whitman,  George  R. 
Dyer. 

The  following  named  were  elected  officers  fur  the 
year  1870:  C,  William  H.  Osborne;  S.  V.  C, 
Francis  M.  Kingman  ;  G.  V.  C  ,  William  B.  Hath- 
away ;  Adjt.,  Leonard  F.  Gammons;  Q.M.,  George 
W.  Allen  ;  Chaplain,  Albert  P.  Sampson  ;  Suri;.,  Jo- 
siah E.  Hayward  ;  0.  D.,  Edward  E.  Edson  ;  Sergt.- 
Maj.,  James  L.  Robinson  ;  Q.M. -Sergt.,  Alonzo  L. 
Holmes. 

The  post  was  named  "  Justin  Dimick,"  in  honor  of 
the  late  Biig.-Gen.  Justin  Dimick,  of  Pliiladolphia, 
who  held  command  of  Fortress  Monroe  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion.  During  the  year  following 
its  in&ticutiou  the  post  was  presented  with  a  beautiful 
silken  banner  given  by  and  bought  by  the  labors  of 
the  Johnny  Clemm  Association,'  many  of  whom 
were  the  children  of  soldiers. 


'  Named  for  JobDn;  Clcmto,  "  the  ijrumiuer  boy  of  .Sbiloh." 
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Valuable  courses  of  lectures  and  other  entertaiu- 
lueiits  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  given  undoi-  tlie 
auspices  of  the  post.  Tu  1874  a  ladies'  sewing  circle 
was  organized  fur  co-operaiiou  in  furthering  its  objects 
(with  Mrs.  N.  F.  Dunpho,  president,  and  Mrs.  George 
A.  Wheeler,  secretary),  and  proved  an  efficient  aid, 
netting  substantial  profits  from  fairs,  etc. 

Active  ill  all  good  works  which  keep  in  mind  the 
memory  of  "  the  unreturuing  brave,"  the  organization 
has  borne  an  honorable  record,  and  counts  among  its 
membership  the  names  of  highly-honored  citizens. 

At  present  its  number  of  comrades  in  regular  stand- 
ing is  fifty.  Commander  fur  llie  year  1884,  Edward 
K.  Edson. 

Militia. — In  1762  there  were  six  military  com- 
panies in  the  town  of  Bridgewater.  One  of  the  com- 
panies was  in  East  Bridgewater.  It  was  the  third 
company  in  chronological  order  organized.  Its  officers 
were  Edward  Mitchell,  captain  ;  David  Kingman, 
lieutenant;   Matthew  Allen  (2d),  ensign. 

In  February,  17U5,  the  officers  of  the  third  com- 
pany were :  Matthew  Allen  (2d),  captaiu  ;  Ephraim 
Gary,  Jr.,  lieutenant;  Joseph  Keith,  Jr.,  ensign.  At 
the  last  date  mentioned  a  new  company  was  organized 
in  the  East  Parish  of  Bridgewater,  and  was  denomi- 
nated the  seventh  company  in  Bridgewater.  Its 
officers  were  Isaac  Otis,  captain ;  Joseph  Gannett, 
Jr.,  lieutenant;  James  Keith,  Jr.,  ensign. 

On  the  formation  of  the  seventh  company  the  East 
Parish  was  divided  fur  military  purposes  into  two 
di.-itricts — the  east  district  and  the  west  district — by 
a  line  running  nearly  straight  north  and  south  through 
the  meeting-house. 

MILITIA  0F1.'ICER.S  AND  D.VTES  OF  TUlilR  COM- 
MISSION. 
Generttls. 
Silvuiius    Lazuli,     March    31,  I  John  II.  Uutliaway,  Sept.  12, 

isiu.  I      18:;8. 

Colunciv. 


John  Holman,  Jr.,  about  1741. 
Kbenezer  Aldeti,  May  7,  17-)t. 
Thomas  Whitinaa,  about  1750, 


EJwaril  .Mitchell,  about  17ti2. 
Matt.  Allun  (2.1),      "       i7B5. 


EaaC  Mililary  Di^lritl. 
Isaac  Otis,  about  1765.  Ezra  Kingman,   May  24,  1793. 

Joseph  Uannelt,  about  1772.      i  ri.  Curti.-,  Juno  12,  17'J7. 
David  Kingmau,     "      1775.         Thomas  Young,  .^lay  13,  1303. 
Levi  Wushburu,  July  'J,  1784. 

Weal  MilUurj  DiatiUl. 


.Matthew  Allen  (2a). 

Joseph  Keith, 

Robert  Orr. 

N,  Alden,  March  23,    1776. 

Elisha  Mitchell. 

Isaac  Whitman. 


N.  Allien,  Jr.,  \iiv.  IS,  17S,S. 
James  Allen,    .M.iy  24,  17'J3. 
D.  Kinsley,  March  1,  IT'JS. 
Jauics  Darrcll,  .Tunc  12,  17'J7. 
N.  Russell,  .May  13,  lsU3. 


John  Holman. 

Edw.  Mitchell,  Feb.  7,  1776. 

Robert  Orr,  Oct.  15,  17S7. 


John  II.  Hathaway,  March  29, 
1834. 


June  15,  1803,  the  company  in  the  West  Militarv 
District  was  disbanded,  and  in  place  of  it  the  Bridge- 
water  Light  Infantry  was  chartered.  All  the  militia 
of  the  parish  came  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Young,  and  Capt,  Nathaniel  liussell  was  made 
commander  of  the  liglit  infantry. 

The  successors  of  Capt.  Young  as  commanders  of 
the  militia  v.ere : 

Al.is'.ai  Stetson,  May  6,  1806.  '  Samuel  B.  Allen,  May  liJ,  1>:;1. 
laimc  Keith,  Jr.,  June  21, 1811.  i  John  II.  Hathaway,  .^.ug.  18, 
Luther  Gannett,  May  31, 1815.  j       1832. 

Seth  Gurney,  Jr.,  Aug,  7,  1817.  j  Thus.  Hathaway,  Oct.  27,  1832, 
liranch  Byraui,  May  1,  1821.    1  N.  T.  Suell,  Sept.  In,  1836. 
A.  Whitmarah,  May  4,  1824.      |  Oliver  I'ratt,  .\jiiil  6,  1^30. 
Zebina  Johnson,  May  30, 1827.  ' 

Commandera  of  the  Bfuljeicittcr  Liijfu  J iij'initrij. 
Nath.  Uusaoll,  June  15,  1803.    ,  Scott  Keith,  M^uih  29,  1823, 
Wm.  Vinton,  Nov,  4,  1805,         \  Parlee  Keith,  Se|,t.  20,  1821. 
Cyrus  Allien,  July  4,  1809.  Charles  Rogers,  .May  30,  1827. 

Jonathan    Chamberlain,    May'  Eli    lilanciiard,   .Jr.,    .\ug,   25, 

31,  1815.  ■       I83U. 

Beujaiuia   Robinson,  Jr.,  May  j 

30,  1821.  I 

Captaiiu  of  the  Drklijeioaler  "  Trunj," 
J.  M.Goodwin,  April  24, 1810.  I  Levi  Keith,  Jr.,  .Sept.  16,  1816. 
Nath.  Cross,  June  9,  1814.  | 


Litnlenuut-CfiloneU, 
Robert  Orr,  Aug.  27,  1783.         I  James  Bates,  July  26,  1851. 
S.  Lazell,  Sept.  6,  1792.  | 

.U.i>.-., 
Robert  Orr,  July  1,  1781.  I  James  Barrel!,  June  15,  1S02. 

P.  Lazell,  Oct.  15,  1787.  |  James  Bates,  Sept.  23,  1848. 

Adjtilantt. 
Ezra  Kingman,  July  1,  1731.     j  Hector  Orr,  June  15,  1802. 

The  captains   of  the   militia   in   tlie    East    Parish 
prior  to  1766  were  : 

Nicholas   Byram,  about  1723,     I   Ebenczer  Byraiii,  about  1733. 
Clulton  Latham,       "       1728.     |  Jonathau  Bass,  "     1735.     I 


CHAPTER    V. 

Mills  and  Manufactures — Shoe  .M.inufactiircs. 

Mills  and  Manufactures, — Ea.-.t  Bridgewater  ha.i 
been  somewhat  remarkable  on  account  of  its  number 
of  mill-seats,  of  which  there  appear  to  have  been  nu 
less  than  twenty-two.  Some  of  them  not  of  great 
water-power,  and  after  continuing  a  longer  or  shorter 
terra  of  years  discontinued.  Others  have  been  in 
operation  ever  since  they  were  established.  The  first 
mill  here  of  any  description  was  a  saw-mill  built  and 
carried  on   by  Robert  Latham,  the  date  not  precisely 
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kaowii.  but,  as  supposed,  several  years  prior  to  KiQ;^ 
Pliilip's  war,  possibly  as  early  as  1GG7.  It  was 
located  on  Satucket  River,  a  little  below  the  lodiau 
Dam. 

Josepli  Shaw's  grist-uiill  was  erected  on  Salisbury 
River  suiuewhat  earlier  than  1700.  Subsequently  a 
saw-mill  was  built  on  the  same  dam.  In  recent  years 
both  mills  have  been  removed,  and  the  privilege  has 
been  occupied  by  a  rolling-mill  built  and  run  by  Reed 
Brothers,  of  Brockton. 

SuoU  Meadow  Saw-Mill,  several  rods  above  the 
upper  bridge,  over  Forge  Pond,  was  built,  probably 
about  1700,  by  John  Whitman,  whose  house  was  a 
short  distance  south  of  it,  on  the  east  side  of  what  is 
DOW  Union  Street.  He  died  in  1727,  and  the  mill- 
seat  was  overflowed  by  the  Forge  Pond,  Capt.  Jona- 
than Bass  having  built  a  dam  and  a  forge  further 
down  the  stream,  on  the  land  which  he  had  bought 
of  Lieut.  Josiah  Byram  in  1726.  The  wheels  of  the 
forgo  were  built  on  the  outside.  The  first  forge  build- 
ing Was  destroyed  by  Ore,  and  another  was  built  on 
the  same  i-ilc.  Capt  Buss,  dying  in  1750,  bequeathed 
the  forge  to  his  son,  Jonathan. 

George  Keith  conducted  the  work  of  the  forge  in 
the  Revolution.  Silvanus  Luzell  was  the  next  owner, 
who  sold  out  to  Capt.  David  Kingman  and  his  son, 
Capt.  Ezra  Kingman,  in  1801. 

In  1828,  William  Mitchell,  from  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, bought  the  establishment  and  introduced  a  new 
method  of  forging,  which  proved  successful,  and 
forge-work  is  still  done  there. 

In  1740,  Hugh  Orr,  a  Scotchman,  built  a  dam  on 
Jlattield  River,  where  the  bridge  is,  near  the  Rey- 
nolds place,  the  same  now  owned  by  Joseph  H.  Mills. 
He  erected  a  trip-hammer  shop  and  manufactured 
scythes  as  well  as  various  other  edge-tools,  also  mus- 
kets. During  the  Revolution  large  quantities  of  can- 
non, iron  and  brass,  cast  solid,  were  there  bored  out 
and  furnished  for  the  armies.  There,  too,  machinery 
for  cleaning  flux-seed,  for  carding  and  spinning  cotton, 
and  weaving  cotton  cloth  were  produced.  These  dif- 
ferent manufactures  proved  of  inestimable  value  to 
our  nation. 

Hon.  Hugh  Orr,  son  of  Robert  and  Margaret  Orr, 
was  born  in  Lochwiuioch,  in  the  shire  of  Renfrew, 
Scotland,  Jan.  13,  1717  (new  style).  Ho  learned  the 
trade  of  a  gunsmith.  Of  an  active  turn  of  mind, 
full  of  enterprise,  when  but  twenty  years  old,  he  de- 
termined to  emigrate  to  New  England.  Though 
shipwrecked  on  the  passage,  he,  nothing  daunted, 
found  his  way  to  Easton,  Mass.,  where  he  worked  for 
a  while  at  his  trade,  but,  better  prospects  opening 
before  him,  he  was  induced  to  settle  in  Eaat  Bridge- 


water  in  1740 ;  there  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Jonathan  Bass. 

His  large  house,  raised  on  the  day  of  his  marriage, 
Aug.  4,  1742,  though  somewhat  changed  in  appear- 
ance, is  still  standing,  and  is  owned  and  occupied  by 
William  Vinton,  one  of  his  descendants. 

It  baa  been  said  "  that  there  was  no  branch  of  iron 
manufacture  that  did  not  at  some  period  become  the 
object  of  his  pursuit,  nor  was  there  any  obstacle  too 
formidable  for  his  perseverance  to  surmount."  He  es- 
tablished the  first  trip-hammer  in  this  part  of  America. 
His  manufacture  of  scythes  and  axes  became  famou.-, 
and  led  the  way  for  similar  works  in  neighboring  States. 
For  years  he  was  known  an  the  only  manufacturer  of 
edge-tools  in  a  territory  of  many  miles'  extent. 

As  early  as  about  the  year  1748,  he  was  employed 
by  the  authorities  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  to  make  for  them  five  hundred  muskets. 

The  narrow  policy  of  the  British  government  served 
but  to  spur  him  od  to  still  greater  exertions  for  the 
prosperity  of  his  adopted  country.  After  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  broke  out,  he  went  vigorously  into  the 
manufacture  of  cannon,  and  abundantly  aided  the 
patriot  cause;  his  method  of  casting  cannon  solid, 
and  then  boring  them  out,  being,  as  it  appear.s,  the 
first  work  of  the  kind  applied  in  America. 

The  war  with  the  mother-country  being  ended,  Mr. 
Orr's  attention  was  again  turned  to  the  arts  of  peace. 
By  his  endeavors,  machine.s — the  first  of  the  kind  in 
America — for  carding,  spinning,  and  roping  cotton 
were  built  as  early  as  1786  ;  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  readily  furnishing  means  Ibr  the  en- 
couragement of  such  skillful  efibrts. 

He  advocated  the  production  of  flaxseed  for  ex- 
portation (though  on  the  part  of  some  much  opposition 
was  manifested),  and  was  the  inventor  of  a  valuable 
machine  for  cleansing  the  seed,  quantities  of  which  he 
exported  to  Scotland,  and  a  source  of  profitable  forei'-n 
trade  was  thus  opened. 

Mr.  Orr  was  a  man  of  exalted  character,  of  firm 

religious  principles.     Kind  and  sympathetic  in  spirit, 

I  he  was  held  in  great  respect  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

I  He  died  Dec.  6,  1798,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

I       Some  time  prior  to  the  Revolution,  David  Kuitli, 

who  had  worked  with  Hugh  Orr  in  his  iron  mauufac- 

1  tures,  aided  by  his  younger  brother,   George   Keith, 

I  built  a  rolling-  and  slitting-mill  on  Matfield  River,  be- 

j  low  the  Orr  Works.     Success  attended  this  manufuc- 

I  tory.     David  Keith  died  in  1812,  and  his  sons,  Levi 

and  Zenas,  carried  on  the  business.     The  tall,  narrow 

j  wheel  of  the  mill  in  its  later  days,  revolving  on  the 

outside  of  the  building,  was  looked  upon  by  the  writer 

I  with  much  interest.     The  mill  was  burned  in  1829. 
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Samuel    Rogere,   sod    of    Tlioniaa    and    Penelope  j 
(Hutch)  Rogers,  was  born  in  Marslifleld,  Mass.,  July  i 
IG,   ITGG.     At  an    early  age  he  manifested    much  i 
niechauical  ingenuity.     When  but  fourteen  years  of  | 
age  he  made  a  clock  of  wood  auj  brass.      He  served  ; 
his  time  as  an  apprentice  to  John  Bailey,  clockmaker,  ] 
at    Hanover.      His  apprenticeship  being   ended,  and 
having  made  all   the  tools  needed  for  his  business,  he  I 
came  to  East  Bridgewater  in  1788,  and  began  work  | 
in  a  shop  near  where  the  "  brick  store"  now  stands. 
Soon  after  beginning  business  for  himself,  it  occurred  j 
tu  him  to  try  making  a    nail-machine.      He  studied  i 
the  matter  so  thoroughly  that  he,  at  length,  wrought 
out  a  machine  which  would  cut  and  head  a  nail  at 
one  operation.    Tliis  has  been  supposed  to  be  the  first 
machine  of  the  kind  in  America,  and  possibly  in  the 
world. 

When  the  nail- factory  in  Plymouth  was  established 
(about  the  year  18U6)  the  machines  were  all  made  by 
Mr.  Rogers.  About  1802  he  made  two  silver  watches 
complete  in  every  respect,  with  the  exception  of  main- 
springs ;  one  of  them  is  still  preserved  in  the  Rogers 
family.  They  are  suppo.sed  to  be  the  first  watches 
made  in  America. 

The  tack-machine,  called  the  "  double  cutter,"  was 
invented  by  Mr.  Rogers.  All  tools  ever  used  by  him 
after  starting  in  business  were  of  his  own  making. 
Few,  perhaps,  have  been  his  equals  in  inventions  of 
which  they  could  execute  all  the  work  up  to  his  time. 
He  died  July  17,  1838,  aged  seventy-two. 

In  1835,  a  new  firm  began  operating  under  the 
name  of  the  Keith  Iron  Company.  They  built  a 
large  dam  above  where  the  old  rolling  and  slitting-mill 
had  stood,  and,  with  considerable  increase  of  water- 
power,  erected  a  new  rolling-mill.  This  establishment 
is  now  prospering  under  the  firm-name  of  the  East 
Bridgewater  Iron  Company,  Rogers  and  Sheldon, 
proprietors. 

In  1822,  Samuel  Keen  and  Charles  Mitchell  built 
on  Matfield  River,  a  little  distance  above  Elmwood 
Bridge,  a  mill,  in  which  for  many  years  Samuel  Keen, 
Jr.,  has  manufactured  shoe  machinery,  the  different 
kinds  of  which  have  been  his  own  invention. 

In  1844  and  1845,  brass  pins  were,  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  manufactured  there,  but  it  was  found 
difficult  to  compete  with  large  establishments  of  the 
kind  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  business 
was  abandoned. 

In  1829,  on  Beaver  Brook,  Capt.  Abram  Wash- 
burn, of  Bridgewater,  by  digging  a  canal  some  fifty 
rods  long,  and  turning  the  stream  through  a  valley, 
was  enabled  to  construct  a  dam  with  twenty  feet  fall 
of  water.     The  valuable  water-power  thus  gained  has 


been  turned  to  good  account  in  the  sawing  of  logs  into 
boards  and  shingles,  in  box-making,  carriage-work, 
the  manufacture  of  doors,  sashes,  blinds,  and  tacks. 
Charles  H.  Goss,  who  deceased  in  1883,  manufac- 
tured boxes  there  for  many  years. 

Feb.  10,  1814,  Jacob  Dyer,  Daniel  Perry,  Jonathan 
Stetson,  Oakes  Tirrell,  Isaac  Tirrell,  Jr.,  William 
Vinton,  Abisha  Stetson,  Benjamin  Bates,  David  P. 
Reynolds,  Eleazer  Keith,  and  Allen  Whitman  were 
incorporated  as  the  Matfield  Jlanufacturing  Company, 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,  the  location  near  the  site  of  the  Orr  Wurks, 
wilii  the  same  water-power.  The  cost  of  the  building 
and  eiiuipments  was  twenty-eight  thousand  dullars. 
This  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1830. 

About  1724,  the  saw-mill  at  Latham's  dam,  the 
first  in  East  Bridgewater,  was  removed  some  distance 
from  its  old  location,  and  set  up  near  where  Satucket 
bridge  now  is.  A  grist-mill  was  soon  after  erected 
on  the  same  dam,  and  the  mills  were  owned  for  many 
years  by  Deacon  Thomas  Whitman,  who  deceased  in 
1788,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Lieut.  Peter 
Whitman,  who  died  in  1801.  The  mills  were  subse- 
quently owned  by  Arthur  Harris,  Benjamin  Harris, 
Nahum  Mitchell,  Barzillai  Allen,  and  others.  In 
1814  a  new  compaDy  was  formed,  a  factory  was  built, 
and  nail  machines  were  set  up  in  1815.  The  owners 
in  1816  were  Silvanus  Lazell,  Nahum  Jlitchell,  Al- 
pheus  Allen,  and  John  M.  Goodwin.  The  manufac- 
ture of  nails  was  carried  on  for  ten  years.  In  1827, 
another  building  was  erected  in  addition  to  the  others, 
in  which  Zebina  Kelt  manufactured  tacks  for  many 
years,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  same  department  by 
his  sons,  Zebina,  Jr.,  and  Samuel,  who  carried  for- 
ward the  business  successfully  till  the  destruction  of 
the  mills  by  fire,  in  1872. 

In  1827,  a  new  company  having  purchased  the 
Satucket  works,  the  nailing  business  was  given  up, 
and  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  took  its  place. 

In  1828,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Wallace  Rust,  and 
Allen  Whitman  were  incorporated  as  "The  East 
Bridgewater  Manufacturing  Company,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacturing  cotton  goods.  Capt.  Seth 
Allen,   Samuel    Rogers,   Deacon    Samuel    Keen,   and 

Le  Baron  were  added  to   the  members   of  tliis 

corporation.  In  1843  a  new  company  bought  the 
privilege  and  began  the  manufacture  of  cotton-gins. 
They  were  Eleazer  Carver,  Caleb  S.  Hunt,  Franklin 
Dexter,  Caleb  Reed,  John  Reed,  and  Sampson  Reed. 
This  establishment,  the  Carver  Cotton-Giu  Com- 
pany, has  been  and  is  doing  a  very  successful  busi- 
ness, a  hundred  hands  being  at  times  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  their  excellent  cotton-gins,  which  are 
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hii;lily  prized  by  the  cotton  producers.     Many  other 
injportaut  kinds  of  machines  are  constructed  there. 

Many  years  ago,  in  the  northerly  part  of  Beaver, 
ou  Beaver  Brook,  Ziba  Bisbee,  a  skillful  artisan,  made 
valuable  cast-steel  siiovels  and  hoes.  Tliis  was  at  a 
date  prior  to  that  of  the  shovel  manufactory  in  Eas- 
ton.     5Ir.  Bisbee  removed  to  the  Western  country. 

We  have  spoken  of  a  part  of  the  manufactories 
located  on  water-privileges  iu  East  Bridgewater.  The 
catalogue  may  be  too  long  for  further  details.  Among 
Other  iron  manufacturers,  Gen.  Silvaous  Lazell  de- 
serves to  be  mentioned.  Before  cut  nails  were  in 
general  use  he  employed  a  great  number  of  men  in 
various  neighborhoods  in  the  manufacture  of  wrought 
nails,  the  little  nail-shops  being  then  very  numerous. 
He  was  thus  enabled  to  produce  eighty  tons  of  nails 
in  a  year.  It  was  said  that  at  one  time  he  had  in 
this  department  the  whole  control  of  the  Boston 
market. 

Other  iron  manufactures  have  been  located  here, 
which  did  well  for  a  time,  but  whose  continuance  was 
brief.  Locomotive  engines  were  built  iu  1851.  The 
chain-works  of  Fearing,  Rodman  &  Swift  began  op- 
erations in  1870.  About  twenty-five  hands  were 
employed,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  tons  of  chain 
per  week  were  wrought ;  but  though  a  prosperous 
business  was  done  here,  the  establishment,  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years,  was  removed  to  Boston. 

From  fifty  to  sixty  years  ago,  and  many  years 
since,  tack-  and  nail-making  were  carried  un  here  to 
a  great  extent.  In  1829  there  were  thirteen  water- 
privileges  iu  operation,  in  many  of  which  tacks  or 
nails,  if  not  both,  were  made.  At  present  the  num- 
ber of  uailmakers  employed  there  is  about  forty- 
seven. 

The  iron  foundry  of  Joshua  Dean  has  been  in  op- 
eration for  several  years  at  the  steam  works  near  the 
railroad  station  in  the  Centre  Village.  Thirty-two 
hands  are  employed,  and  much  valuable  work  is  done 
there. 

Melville  Otis  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Josiah  and  Su- 
sanna (Orrj  Otis  ;  born  in  East  Bridgewater  in  1778. 
Mr.  Otis  devoted  his  life  to  the  perfecting  of  machinery 
for  the  manufacture  of  nails. 

The  lives  of  inventors  are  in  themselves  lessons. 
Some  one  has  said  that  "  those  who  have  labored  in 
the  department  of  mechanical  invention  may  truly  be 
termed  the  nuirtyrs  of  civilization."  Artless,  honest, 
unsclfiah,  he  persevered  through  obstacles,  and  prob- 
ably much  more  credit  is  due  to  him  than  may  have 
ever  been  acknowledged,  or  even  known  to  the  pub- 
lic. He  is  known  to  have  more  than  once  so  ingen- 
uously related  the  particulars  of  his  inventions  in 
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machinery  that  an  artful  listener  would  go  away 
having  obtained  possession  of  a  new  idea  and  turn  it 
to  his  own  benefit. 

Mr.  Otis'  earliest  patented  invention  was  in  com- 
pany with  Samuel  Rogers  a  machine  for  rolling  iron 
and  cutting  nails,  Dec.  7,  1813.  Other  patents 
awarded  him  were  for — Dec.  17,  1817 — manufacture 
of  nails ;  March  20,  1834,  nails  made  at  one  opera- 
tion; Dec.  3,  1850,  nail  plater,  feeder,  and  turner. 

He  is  said  to  have  first  applied  the  toggle-juiut  to 
a  tack-machine. 

At  one  period  manufacturing  companies  had  in- 
vested a  large  amount  of  capital  in  nail-machines,  when 
a  machine  was  brought  forward  which  made  nails  with 
a  flat  yripe.  This  invention  would  have  led  to  the 
abandonment  of  the  various  machines  which  had 
been  in  use  up  to  that  time,  but  Mr.  Otis  invented  a 
"  spring  nipper,"  as  it  is  called,  by  which  the  nails  of 
the  flat  gripe  could  be  made  on  the  old  machines  as 
well  as  on  any,  and  they  (the  old  machines)  are 
mostly  in  use  now. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Dec.  30,  1852,  Mr. 
Otis  was  engaged  in  inventing  a  feeder  by  which  one 
person  could  tend  two  or  three  machines  at  the  same 
time,  and  had  it,  as  he  thought,  nearly  completed, 
when  death  "  laid  an  injunction  upon  his  labors,"  and 
no  one,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  has  carried  forward 
his  project.  On  the  morning  of  his  decease  he  had 
just  left  the  house  of  his  son,  and  seated  himself  in 
a  neighbor's  wagon  with  a  piece  of  machinery  in  his 
hand  in  order  to  go  to  his  place  of  business,  when 
his  countenance  was  suddenly  seen  to  change.  He 
was  carried  into  the  house  and  died  almost  instantly, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 

Eleazer  Carver,  son  of  Dr.  Eleazer  and  Sarah 
(Keith)  Carver,  was  born  in  the  South  Parisii  of 
Bridgewater,  April  9, 1785,  and  died  in  East  Bridge- 
water,  April  6,  1866.  Possessing  an  inventive  genius, 
and  having  acquired  the  trade  of  a  millwright,  he 
very  early  went  to  Ohio.  Continuing  there  a  short 
time  only,  he  proceeded  to  Natchez,  where,  in  repair- 
ing sugar-mills,  cotton-gins  and  presses,  his  services 
were  highly  appreciated.  Here  began  his  improve- 
ments in  the  cotton-gin,  a  manufactory  of  which  he 
commenced  at  Natchez  in  1807.  To  the  manufacture 
and  improvement  of  the  gin  he  devoted  tlie  remain- 
der of  his  active  life  in  Natchez,  in  Bridgewater,  and 
in  East  Bridgewater. 

The  cotton-gin,  a  machine  for  removing  seeds  from 
cotton,  was  invented  by  Eli  Whitney,  a  native  of 
Westboro',  Mass.,  in  1793.  The  production  of  cotton 
in  the  United  States  that  year  did  not  exceed  ten 
thousand  bales.     In  1859  the  product  was  over  five 
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niilliuDS  of  bules,  or  one  millioD  toDS.  The  cottoii- 
gio  has  wrouglit  wonders  in  aid  of  the  growth  of  the 
great  Southern  staple. 

What  James  Watt  was  to  the  steam-engine  Eleazcr 
Carver  may,  perhaps,  be  truly  said  to  have  been  to 
the  cotton-gin.  If  neither  of  them  was  actually  the 
inventor,  surely  each  of  them  was  a  great  improver. 
In  1838,  Mr.  Carver  obtained  a  patent  for  hi.s  im- 
provements on  the  gin,  which  was  a  new  grate  so  con- 
structed as  entirely  to  prevent  the  cotton  from  clog- 
ging. Again,  Aug.  12,  1840,  he  secured  a  patent 
for  "  a  machine  for  cutting  the  teeth  of  circular  saws," 
said  to  have  been  a  very  valuable  improvement.  An- 
other patent,  bearing  the  same  date,  was  for  "  a  ma- 
chine for  filing  or  smoothing  the  teeth  of  saws."  In 
1843  he,  in  company  with  Caleb  S.  Hunt,  Franklin 
Dexter,  Caleb  Reed,  John  Reed,  and  Sampson  Reed,  i 
bought  the  establishment  of  the  East  Bridgewater  ^ 
Manufacturing  Company  (the  Whitman  Mills),  and 
began  the  manufacture  of  cotton-gins  in  East  Bridge- 
water. 

In  1845,  Mr.  Carver  secured  another  patent  for  an 
in)porlant  improvement,  which  was  a  cylinder  brush 
having yi/HS  on  its  ends  in  connection  with  the  cotton- 
gin.  Thi.s  contrivance  was  such  an  addition  to  the 
power  of  the  gin  as  "  greatly  to  enhance  the  value  and 
price  of  the  cotton  ginned  on  it."  In  1853  the  gov- 
ernment of  India  awarded  a  prize  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  rupees  and  a  gold  medal  to  this  company 
for  their  excellent  machines  for  cleansing  cotton  from 
the  seed. 

As    the    infirmities  of  age  came  upon   him,   Mr.  ' 
Carver  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  spend  the  remnant  \ 
of  Ills  days  within  sigiit  of  the  manufactory  which  1 
had  borne  witness  to  so  many  fruits  of  his  industry  and 
skill.    Accordingly,  in  1865,  he  erected  a  small  addi-  | 
tiou  to  the  house  of  his  niece,  Mrs.  Joseph  Warren  ' 
Bennett  (the    house  formerly  occupied   by  the  lute  : 
Deacon  William   Harris)  from  one  window  of  which 
tlie   mill  privilege  was  in  view.      Here   he  quietly  '. 
awaited  his  departure.     On  Thursday,  April  5,  18GG,  , 
the  day  of  the  annual   fast  in  Massachusetts,  he  sent 
for  Mr.  Charles  Jordan,  one  of  his  skilled  workmen, 
and  asked  him  how  .soon  a  new  and  peculiar  roller-gin 
Would  be  ready.     ''  In  one  week,"  was  the  reply.     ■'  I 
can  live  but  a  little  longer,  but  do  wish  very  much  to 
see  its  operation,"  .said  the  venerable  man.      His  wisli 
was  not  granted,  for  he  died  the  next  day.      Had   he  | 
survived  till   the  fulluwing  Monday,  lie  would  have 
completed  his  eighty-first  year.  Thus  died  one  of  whom  , 
those  who  knew  him  well  bore  testimony  that  he  was  ! 
an    honest    man.      He    possessed    a    genial   tempera- 
ment, and  took  pleasure  in  aiding  the  advancement 


of  young   men.      An    example    worthy,    indeed,    of 
imitation. 

Ezra  Kingman,  Esq.,  son  of  Capt.  Ezra  and  Su- 
sanna (Whitman)  Kingman,  was  born  in  East  Brid'/e- 
water,  July  20, 1789,  was  prepared  for  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, but  did  not  complete  the  course  of  study 
there.  He  read  law  with  Hon.  William  Baylies,  of 
West  Bridgewater,  and  for  a  while  practiced  law  in 
Livermore,  Maine,  but  the  profession  not  being  con- 
genial to  his  taste,  he  relinquished  it,  and,  returning 
to  his  native  town,  engaged  in  trade  with  his  father. 
He  married,  Dec.  13,  1S12,  Frances,  daughter  of 
Col.  Edward  and  Abigail  Howard,  of  West  Bridge- 
water,  and  had  twelve  children,  viz. :  Frances,  Fred- 
erick, Elizabeth,  Susan,  Ezra,  Edward,  Hanfiah,  John, 
George,  Susan,  James,  and  Nathan.  He  was  a  uiau 
of  unflinching  integrity,  and  possessed  a  largo  share 
of  native  sense.  He  was  an  exquisite  player  on  the 
flute,  and  greatly  aided  the  church  music  uf  his  na- 
tive parish. 

He  taught  the  centre  school  of  East  Bridgewatersev- 
eral  years,  and  thoroughly  performed  the  duties  uf  that 
office.  His  government  was  firm,  and  many  can  tes- 
tify to  the  benefits  of  his  instructions.  His  own  large 
family  were  carefully  trained  to  become  useful  mem- 
bers of  society.  He  represented  East  Bridgewater 
in  the  General  Court  six  years. 

He  was  town  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  First  Parish, 
both  which  offices  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 
He  died  suddenly,  of  heart  disease,  while  riding  in 
the  cars  from  South  Abingtou  to  Ea.-^t  Bridgewater, 
Feb.  13,  1852,  aged  sixty-two. 

Shoe  Manufactures. — For  many  vears,  auion^' 
the  different  departments  of  business  in  East  Briilge- 
watcr,  shoemaking  has  occupied  an  important  place. 
The  tanning  of  leather,  it  apj)ears,  was  in  successful 
operation  here  at  a  very  early  date.  In  the  south- 
west part  of  the  town  is  the  vilhige  of  J'Jlmwuod. 
Until  1872  it  was  named  Joppa.  The  latter  appella- 
tion arose  from  the  circumstance  that  a  tannery  was 
located  there,  the  operation  of  which  perhaps  began 
as  early  as  1700  or  earlier,  on  the  estate  ul"  Jvisign 
Edward  Mitchell,  wlio  died  in  Joppa  in  1717,  ugud 
seventy-one  years.  Tradition  says  that  the  first  tan- 
ner in  Joppa  was  named  Simon.  Whether  that  Was 
liis  actual  name  is  uncertain.  Gain  Robinson,  who 
settled  in  East  Bridgewater  about  1726,  the  ancustur  of 
most  of  the  Robinsons  in  the  Bridgewaters  and  vicinity, 
and  his  son-in-law,  Christopher  Erskiiie  (sometimes 
written  Askins),  were  employed  in  this  tannery.  Sub- 
sequently, Col.  Edward  Mitchell,  son  of  Ensign  Ed- 
ward, carried  on  the  business,  and  after  him  his  sons. 
In  later  limes  Charles  Mitchell,  a  grandson  of  Col. 
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Edward,  continued  the  business  of  tanning  leather  till 
about  1835,  wiien  it  was  given  up.  Some  years  after 
the  tannery  was  started  in  Joppa,  Josiah  Whitman, 
liviot;  on  Whitman  Street,  not  far  from  Joppa,  an  en- 
terprising, well-educated  young  man,  was  extensively 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes.  He  died  in  [ 
1754.  This  was  probably  the  earliest  attempt  in  East 
Bridgewater  to  manufacture  shoes  more  extensively 
than  in  the  ancient  and  ordinary  mode  of  furnishing 
custom-work. 

About  1819,  Gushing  Mitchell  made  a  few  sale 
shoes  in  Joppa. 

In  1822,  Charles  Mitchell  and  Jonah  Edson  tried 
the  experiment  of  making  sale  shoes.  That  year 
Seth  Bryant  made  a  shipment  of  about  three  thou- 
sand pairs  of  shoes  to  New  York.  This  is  said  to 
have  been  the  largest  shipment  which  had  ever  been 
made  in  that  part  of  the  country.  In  1825,  Mr. 
Bryant,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  Warren 
Keen,  began  to  manufacture  shoes  in  the  Joppa 
currying-shop.  The  next  year  they  transferred  the 
business  to  the  "  Brick  Store"  in  the  Centre  Vil- 
lage. 

The  first  building  constructed  in  East  Bridgewater 
for  the  manufacture  of  shoes  on  a  large  scale  was 
erected  in  Joppa  in  1829  by  Gushing  Mitchell  and 
Seth  Bryant.  For  several  years  they  carried  on  their 
business  in  this  establishment  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  Bedford  and  West  Streets.  In  later  years  Mr. 
Bryant  conducted  the  business  alone.  In  the  Rebel- 
lion he  supplied  the  Union  army  with  about  three 
hundred  thousand  pairs  of  shoes. 

Solomon  Ager  went  from  South  Weymouth  and 
settled  in  Joppa  in  December,  1829.  In  1830  he 
began  the  manufacture  of  shoes.  He  had  about 
five  hundred  workmen  (shoemakera)  and  three  hun- 
dred women  fitting  shoes.  At  one  time  he  made  a 
thousand  pairs  of  shoes  per  day  for  six  weeks.  The 
average  amount  of  his  manufactures  was  large  for  the 
times.  He  paid  out  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  per 
year  and  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  week. 

For  many  years  Ezra  and  Edward  Kingman  exten- 
sively manufactured  shoes  in  what  is  now  called  Elm- 
wood.  They  had  an  excellent  establishment,  and 
"  the  goods  made  by  this  concern  were  favorably 
known  throughout  the  trade."  Samuel  Shaw  and 
son  began  the  manufacture  in  Elmwood  in  1853, 
eniployitig  some  tilty  hands  and  having  a  full  supply 
of  machinery.  The  senior  partner  died  in  1874,  and 
the  business  is  still  conducted  by  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm. 

Robert  G.  and  Simeon  C.  Keith  for  many  years 
have   manufactured  shoes  at  their  establishment  in 


Satucket,  employing  thirty  hands,  and  send  the  prod- 
ucts of  their  enterprise  to  Southern  markets. 

Isaac  N.  Keith  has  been  a  shoe  manufacturer  for 
several  years  in  Elmwood,  in  the  same  building  pre- 
viously occupied  by  Seth  Bryant. 

Hon.  James  S.  Allen  had  a  manufactory  of  shoes 
for  a  long  time  near  his  residence  in  Matfield  village, 
but  the  attractions  of  Brockton  held  out  so  strong 
inducements  that  a  few  years  ago  his  business  opera- 
tions were  all  transferred  to  that  young  and  thriving 
city. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

East    Bridgewater   Bank — Savinga-Baak — Masonic — Teuiper- 
anoe. 

East  Bridgewater  Bank. — On  the  8th  of  March, 
1828,  the  following  act  was  passed: 

'*  Ay  Act  to  incorporate  the  Preaident,  Directorn,  and  CoiiipHity 

of  the  East  Bridijewater  Bank, 

'•Skct.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honte  of  lirpre- 
ncutatives,  in  General  Court  ae^embled,  and  hi/  the  authority  of 
the  tame.  That  lauao  Whitmuo,  Levi  Kcitli,  Nabuin  Mitubell, 
Kpbmiiu  Hyde,  AaroD  Ilubart,  John  £.  lluward,  Natbau  La- 
zcll,  Jr.,  and  Nathaniel  Cross,  with  their  ajisuoiutes,  ducccssors, 
and  assigns,  siiall  be,  and  are  hereby  created  a  corporation  by 
the  name  of  tlie  Proaidont,  Directors,  and  Company  of  tho  Ejiat 
Bridgewater  Bank." 

The  corporators  for  some  reason  did  not  organize 
under  the  charter  thus  obtained,  and  after  the  lapse 
of  eight  years  another  charter  was  secured  by  a  new 
company  as  follows : 

•'  A.v  Act  to  eatalliith  the  Enat  Bridijewater  Bank. 

^'  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  ffonee  of  Bejtreienlatilei  in 
General  Court  aHtenibled,  and  by  the  authority  if  the  nanie  as 
followa  : 

"Section  1.  Wallace  Rust,  Zenas  KciLh,  Jr.,  John  A.  Whit- 
couib,  their  a:jsociates  and  successors,  arc  hereby  created  a  cor- 
poration by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Coiupany 
of  the  East  Bridgewater  Bank,  to  be  established  in  East 
Bridgewater,  and  shall  so  continue  till  the  first  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  hfty-one,  and  said 
corporation  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and  ]irivileges 
contained  in  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  the  Revised  .Statutes, 
passed  the  fourth  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-five. 

"April  I,  1836." 

The  new  company,  with  Hon.  Nahum  Mitchell 
president,  and  John  M.  Goodwin  cashier,  went  into 
operation  immediately.  A  house  of  a  size  sufficient 
to  accommodate  the  bank  and  the  family  of  the 
cashier  was  soon  erected  in  the  village,  and  the  insti- 
tution started  on  an  apparently  prosperous  course ; 
but  Eastern  laud  speculation  was  then  near  its  height, 
the  allurements  of  which  seemed  to  blind  the  eyes 
of  many  business  men.     So  large  loans  were   made 
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from  the  funds  of  the  back,  without  adequate  secur- 
ity, that  its  resources  were  crippled,  aud  after  a  few 
years  the  iustitutioQ  was  compelled  to  close  its  doors. 
The  baukiug  house  still  remains,  and  is  the  residence 
of  Ezra  S.  Wliitniarsh,  Esq. 

Savings-Bank. — The  East  Bridgewater  Saviogs- 
Bank  was  incorporated   March  8,  1870.     The  incor- 
porators named  in  the  act  were  Kimball  E.  Sheldon, 
Henry   Hobart,   Isaac  N.  Nutter,  and   Moses  Bates. 
The  organization  of  tlie  bank  was  completed   JIarch 
20,  1871,  by  the  election  of  the  following  officers: 
President,  Henry   Hobart ;   Vice-President,  Kimball 
E.  Sheldon  ;  Secretary,  John   E.  Waterman  ;  Treas- 
urer, Isaac  N.  Nutter  ;   Trustees,  Jacob   Bates,  Eliab 
Latham,  Ezra  Kingman,  Bobert  C.  Keith,  James  H. 
Mitchell,  Isaac   N.   Nutter,  James   S.  Allen,  Charles 
H.  Goss,  Franklin  Edson,  Samuel  Shaw,  Jr.,  Moses 
Bales,  Aaron   Hobart,  John  W.  Kennua,  George  M. 
Keith,   Samuel    Keith,    Merritt    Jenkins,    Frederick 
S.  Strong,  Willard  Johnson,  of  East    Bridgewater  ;  i 
Horatio  L.  Washburn,  of  West  Bridgewater;   Hosea  ! 
Kingman,  Isaac  Kingman,  of  Bridgewater  ;   William  i 
L.  Reed,  of  South  Abington  ;   Benjamin  W.  Harris, 
of   Boston ;    Martin    Bosworth,    of    Halifax.      The  ] 
board  of  trustees,  consisting  at  first  of  twenty-four,  1 
was    subsequently    reduced    to    eighteen  ;     board    of  j 
investors,    James    S.    Allen,    Jacob    Bates,    Samuel  ! 
Keith,  John  W.  Kennan,  and  Hosea  Kiugmau. 

The  bank  was  opened  for  business  June  1,  1871, 
and  at  the  close  of  that  month  had  on  deposit  five 
hundred  aud  ninety-six  dollars. 

The  amount  of  deposits  Jan.  1,  1872,  at  which 
time  the  first  dividend  was  declared,  was  §0741.11. 

The  amount  of  deposits  Jan.  1,  1884,  was  S2U8,- 
170.07.  Regular  semi-annual  dividends  have  been 
paid  since  the  organization  of  the  bank  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  $G0,522.I7. 

Henry  Hobart  served  as  president  until  the  annual 
meeting  held  Feb.  25,  1879,  when  lie  declined,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Kimball  E.  Sheldon,  the  former 
vice-president,  Samuel  Keith  taking  the  position  of  ' 
vice-president,  which  positions  they  have  filled  since 
that  time.  J 

Masonic. — The  Fellowship  Lodge  of  Freemasons  i 
was  chartered  June  15,  1707.     It  was  con.secrated  on  ] 
the  3d  day  of  the  following  November.     The  exercises  i 
took  place  at  the  meeting-house.     Rev.  Thaddeus  M. 
Harris,  of  Dorchester,  delivered  a  sermon,  and  Dr.  I 
Hector  Orr  an  oration.     Dr.  Orr  was  installed  Grand 
Master.     The  other  officers  of  the  lodge  were  then 
installed.     The  house  was  nearly  tilled.     At  the  close 
of  1707  forty-seven  members  had  been  initiated.     The 
members  belonging   in   East    Bridgewater   were    Dr. 


Hector  Orr,  Dr.  Josiah  Otis,  Nahum  Mitchell,  Robert 
Orr,  Silvauua  Lazell,  and  Joseph  Lazuli.  Joseph  La- 
zell  had  built  his  large  house,  which  for  many  years 
was  a  tavern.  It  stood  where  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  now  is  ;  it  had  a  fine  hall,  which  was  adorned 
with  Masonic  emblems.  Here  the  Masons  met  for 
some  time.  Afterwards  the  meetings  were  held  in 
[  West  Bridgewater.  In  1825  they  occupied  the  upper 
room  of  the  academy  buildin'^  in  East  Bridgewater. 
They  are  now  held  in  Bridgewater  village. 

Satucket  Lodge  of  Masons  was  chartered  probably 
about  the  beginning  of  1881.  In  April,  1831,  they 
began  to  meet  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  building 
then  recently  erected  by  Charles  H.  Go.ss,  in  the  East 
Bridgewater  village.  The  officers  were:  W.  M., 
Frederick  S.  Strong;  S.  W.,  Francis  ^L  Kingman; 
J.  W.,  Joshua  Dean;  T.,  Samuel  L.  Seaver;  S.,  Wy- 
man  C.  Fichett ;  C,  Rev.  William  F.  Farrington  ; 
S.  D.,  George  W.  Allen  ;  J.  D.,  A.  Harris  Latham  ; 
I.  S.,  George  A.  Wright;   Tyler,  Jame-.  Nelson. 

Temperance  Organizations. — The  Uist  temper- 
ance society  in  East  Bridgewater  was  organized  in 
1828,  and  Hon.  Nahum  Mitchell  was  cliu-Ln  its 
president. 

The  Union  Temperance  Society  of  East  and  West 
Bridgewater  was  formed  in  the  Union  meeting- 
house, East  Bridgewater,  June  2,  ISol.  Rev.  Baalis 
Sauf'ord  was  chosen  president ;  Josiah  Richards,  vice- 
president ;  and  Joshua  Reed,  Jr.,  secretary. 

Feb.  11,  1847,  a  new  impulse  was  given  to  tlu; 
cause  of  temperance,  aud  on  the  2od  of  that  month 
a  constitution  was  adopted  on  the  ]iriiici|iKs  of  a 
comprehensive  pledge  to  abstain  from  all  intoxicating 
liquors,  "  including  all  kinds  of  beer."  Joshua 
Reed  was  elected  president,  James  S.  Barrell  secre- 
tary uud  treasurer.  Meetings  were  held  at  tlie  town 
hall. 

Dec.  30, 1847,  a  division  of  the  Son.->  ul'  Temperance, 
by  the  name  of  Well-Spring,  No.  87,  was  urganized. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  began  the  di- 
vision, viz.:  Dr.  Asa  Millet,  Abisluii  S.  Churchill 
(Worthy  Patriarch),  William  Allen,  James  \V.  SouL- 
Nathaniel  M.  Davenport,  Albert  II.  Dyer,  N.ithan  T. 
Snell,  Messeuna  M.  Lucas,  llcrvey  Lucas,  Sjiuuel 
A.  Young,  M.  Morton  Keith,  George  Edson.  Tli.' 
division  held  its  meetings  in  the  academy  and  aftei- 
wards  in  the  hall  over  the  brick  store.  This  organi- 
zation continued  about  three  years. 

Nov.  15,  1850,  a  uew  division  of  the  Sous  ol' 
Temperance  began  its  work,  being  No.  139  of  that 
order  in  Massachusetts,  and  bearing  the  same  name 
as  its  predecessor  here,  "  Well-Sprlng,"  with  the  fol- 
lowing  members:     Rev.    Charles    H.    Payne,    Rev. 
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Philo  B.  Wilcox,  Richard  M.  Smith,  William  Allen 
(W.  P.),  John  N.  Reed,  Frederic  C.  Mann,  William 
0.  Osborne,  William  B.  Hull,  Nathaniel  M.  Daven- 
port, Thomas  W.  Barrell,  George  W.  Hicks,  Daniel  | 
P.  Edson,  I.  Newton  Nutter,  Francis  W.  Porter, 
James  A.  Bates,  George  T.  Mitchell,  Edward  King- 
man, Sidney  Allen,  Thomas  Arnolds.  This  division 
was  disbanded  in  IStiS. 

In  the  autumn  of  1860,  through  the  exertions  of 
Mrs.  Jlerritt  Jenkins,  a  Baud  of  Hope  was  organized, 
many  ehildreu  being  thus  brought  under  very  favor- 
able influences. 

Dec.  20,  1866.  Amaranth  Lodge  of  Good  Tem- 
plars Wis  organized  at  the  vestry  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Centre  Village,  with  George  M. 
Keith,  W.  C.  T.  The  other  officers  were  Richard 
M.  Smith,  David  P.  Reynolds,  Mrs.  Prudie,  W. 
Potter,  Caleb  E.  Hicks,  George  T.  Mitchell,  George 
W.  Allen,  Mrs.  Annis  Hall,  Rev.  William  F.  Far- 
ringtoii,  James  B.  Peterson,  Winslow  Holmes,  Gcor- 
gianna  Skillings,  and  Adelaide  Kimball. 

The  third  division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  was 
organized  in  the  village  of  Elmwood,  holding  the 
cherishud  name  of  its  two  predecessors  here,  "  Well- 
Spring,"  Jan.  12,  1871,  with  twenty-three  members. 
The  officers  were  Albert  P.  Sampson,  W.  P. ;  Mrs. 
James  G.  Knapp,  W.  A. ;  Mrs.  Edward  Kingman, 
R.  S. ;  Kenelm  W.  Shaw,  F.  S. ;  Edward  Kingmun, 
Treas.  ;  George  Hudson,  Con. ;  Lucinda  P.  Hudson, 
A.  C. ;  Samuel  B.  Allen,  Chaplain  ;  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Holbrook,  I.  S. ;  George  H.  Benson,  0.  S. 

A  Good  Samaritan  Club  was  organized  in  the  Centre 
Village  in  1875. 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  began 
its  work  early  in  1878,  and  on  the  12th  of  April,  that 
year,  a  juvenile  temperance  society  was  formed  under 
tlie  auspices  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  bearing  the  name  of 
The  Star  Temperance  Union.  Its  officers  were: 
Pres.,  Miss  Georgianna  Keith  ;  V.-Pres.,  Miss  Annie 
Chase;  Sec,  Miss  Helen  Bird;  Treas.,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Nutter;  Coo.,  Mrs.  Rev.  Daniel  W.  Richardson; 
Ushers,  John  Herrick  and  Thomas  Delano. 

Matticld  Lodge  of  Good  Templars  was  organized  in 
Matfield  village,  with  about  thirty  members,  Feb.  25, 
1880.  Its  meetings  were  held  at  first  in  Winthrop 
Hall,  in  Matfield,  but  more  recently  at  the  vestry  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  the  Centre  Village.  Its 
first  officers  were  George  W.  Allen,  W.  C.  T. ; 
Charles  G.  Wood,  Mary  L.  Allen,  Cora  J.  Poole, 
George  F.  Hayward,  William  Chandler,  Emma  Grow, 
0.  W.  Bradford,  Sarah  D.  Lyon,  F.  B.  Chandler, 
Lucius  Churchill,  L.  Anna  Harlow,  Rena  Hayward, 
C.  Lyon. 


A  Coramandery  of  the  United  Order  of  the  Golden 
Cross  was  instituted,  with  thirteen  members,  Dec.  3, 
1883. 

The  officers  installed  were  as  follows,  viz. :  P.  N.  C, 
Thomas  S.  H.  Rounseville ;  N.  C,  Herbert  H,  Har- 
low ;  V.  N.  C,  Mrs.  Georgianna  Hunt  ;  W.  P.,  Rev. 
Perley  M.  Griffin  ;  W.  H.,  Frank  A.  Wood ;  K.  of 
R.,  Charles  F.  Clark  ;  F.  K.  of  R.,  Charles  R.  Run.s- 
den  ;  W.  Trees.,  Isaac  Newton  Nutter;  W.  of  I.  G., 
H.  G.  McWilliams;   W.  of  0.  G.,  Charles  E.  Drake. 

1830,  April  5.  "  Voted  that  the  selectmen  be  in- 
structed not  to  approbate  any  retailer  who  does  not 
comply  with  the  statute  of  the  commonwealth  re- 
specting Retailers  and  Inholders." 

"  Voted  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  not  to  approbate 
Retailers  and  Inholders  for  one  year  ensuing." 

1841,  April  5.  The  town  voted  that  the  following 
resolution  be  recorded  on  the  town  record  : 

"  The  Town  viow  with  alarm  and  regret  the  iiwful  extent  to 
which  the  sale  of  arUent  sptrtti  is  carried  on  within  its  borders; 
therefore  those  intereiited  in  the  sale  thereof  uro  liercby  culled 
upon  to  puu^e  and  consider  whether  they  as  good  citizens  aud 
as  honorable  men  are  nut  in  duty  bound  tu  abandon  without 
delay  the  tratlic  in  an  article  which  causes  so  luuch  expense  to 
the  To\vn  and  so  much  distress  and  misery  iu  the  comuuuiity." 

1845,  March  3.  "  Voted  that  the  selectmen,  to- 
gether with  the  committee  chosen  to  settle  with  the 
warden  of  the  almshouse,  be  instructed  to  procure 
a  warden  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  procure  a  Total 
Abstinence  Man  with  respect  to  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors."  , 

The  thirteenth  article  of  the  warrant  reads  "  To  sea 
what  measures  the  town  will  take,  if  any,  to  prevent 
the  illegal  traffic  in  spirituous  liquors  in  said  town, 
and  to  act  thereon  as  the  town  deem  most  advisable." 

March  13,  1854.  Chose  A.  S.  Littletield,  D.  P. 
Edson,  Alfred  Brown,  B.  R.  Robinson,  David  H. 
Pratt  a  committee  "  to  enforce  the  law  concerning 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  spirituous  liquors." 

1855,  April  2.  "  Voted  to  instruct  the  selectmen 
to  prosecute  all  violations  of  law  respecting  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors." 


CHAPTER    VIL 

Petition  for  Incorporatioo — Act  of  Incorporation — First  Town 
Meeting — Civil  Lists — Statistics — Public -Ilouaes. 

PETITION   FOR   INCORPORATION  OF   Till-:  TOWN   OF 

EAST  BRIDUEWATER. 
"  Tu    the    Honorable    Senate   and    House  of  liepreientatiuen    in 
General   Court  aaaembled  : 

"The  Inhabitants  of  the  East  Parish  of  Bridgewatcr,  in  the 
County  of  Plytnouth,  by  Bartbolemew  Brown,  their  Agent,  ap- 
pointed for  this  special  purpose,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  rep- 


870 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


rescut :  That  sinue  the  incorporation  of  North  Bridj^ewatcr  and 
AVest  Cridgewater,  the  remaining  territory  of  the  Old  Town  of 
Bridgewatur  is  left  long  and  narrow,  so  tliat  many  of  the  io- 
habitantd  haVc  to  travel  six  or  seven  miloa  to  attend  their  an* 
nuul  Town  meetings;  that  local  disputes,  dissensions,  and  jeal- 
ousies continually  arl^c,  and  the  municipal  afTairs  uf  the  town 
arc  not  and  cannot  be  conducted  in  so  economical,  prudent, 
and  satisfactory  a  manner  aa  they  uuglit  to  be,  and  as  your 
petitioners  are  very  desirous  of.  Therefore,  in  order  to  remedy 
the  aforesaid  evils,  and  to  promote  the  intcrc^t,  peace,  and 
traimuillity  of  the  people  of  the  said  parish,  they  re<iuc?t  that 
the  l^aat  Parish  of  Cridgewatcr  may  bo  incorporated  into  a  dis- 
tinct and  scpiirato  town  by  the  narue  of  Euit  Bridgcwater,  and 
that  the  same  be  vesteil  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and 
subject  to  all  the  duties  and  requisitious  uf  other  corporate 
towns,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  :is  in  duty  bound  will  ever  i)r:iy. 

*' Tlic  Inhabitants  of  the  East  Parlslt  of  Bridgcwater  by 
their  Agent, 

*' Bahth*  BnowN." 

**  'J''i    the    HoHoruLle  Senate    and   J/uuse  u/   Jitpreaeiitativca    in 

General  Court  aHtseinblcd  : 

"The  petition  of  tlie  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  East 
parish  of  Cridgewater,  in  tlie  County  of  Plymouth,  humbly 
showeth, 

**  That  from  the  local  situation  of  your  iietitioners  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  division  of  the  Uld  Town  of  Bridgewater, 
by  which  they  are  subjected  to  many  and  great  inconveniences, 
and  nlso  to  render  the  transaction  of  public  business  less  ex- 
pensive, they  are  desirous  that  said  parish  should  be  incor- 
porated into  a  Town,  and  to  take  the  name  of  East  Bridgcwater, 
and  as  iu  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 


'Silvanus  Lazell. 
Hector  Orr. 
Isaac  Alden  (^Jd). 
William  Keith. 
Eleazer  Whitman. 
Abishai  Stetson. 
Charles  Mitchell. 
(jialen  Latham. 
Alfred  Whitman. 
AVilliam  Vintun. 
Seth  Gurney. 
Levi  Washburn. 
Barzillai  Allen. 
Cyrus  Willis. 
Joseph  Dunbar. 
Joseph  Shaw. 
Benj"  Keith. 
Wallace  Rust. 
Ileman  Keith. 
Levi  Keith. 
Levi  Keith,  Jr. 
Zenas  Keith,  Jr. 
Isaac  Alden  ( 1st). 
Waldo  Ilayward. 
Joshua  Reeii. 
John  Heed. 
Thomas  K.  Alden. 
Lewis  Chamberlain,  Jr. 
Kleazcr  Washburn. 
Martin  Whiting. 
Marlborough  Whiting, 
Charles  Uobinson. 
Otho  ilayward. 
Ezra  Alden. 


Bcthuel  Keith. 
Ellis  Holmes. 
Plyna  Edson. 
John  Keith. 
George  Keith. 
Isaac  Whitman. 
Williiim  Jfonney. 
Thomas  Whitmarsh. 
Martin  Ranisdell. 
Galen  Allen. 
Asa  Shaw. 
Abel  Barren. 
Galen  Willis. 
George  W.  Barrell. 
John  Thayer. 
Elbridge  Keith. 
Parlee  Keith. 
David  Allen. 
John  Harden  (2d). 
Btila  Curtis. 
Peleg  Stetson. 
Adam  Stetson. 
Lewis  Brown. 
Timothy  Bailey. 
Nathan  Alden. 
Buol  Lincoln. 
Ziba  Bisbee. 
Edwin  Chapman. 
Thumiis  \Vliitu. 
Seth  Gurney,  Jr. 
Joseph  Reed. 
Jacob  Dates. 
Jonas  Reed. 
Benjamin  Robinson. 


Benjamin  Robinson,  Jr. 
Hedijah   Robinson. 
Samuel  P.  Newhall. 
Isaac  Alden  (2d). 
Hiram  Washburn. 
Sampson  Washburn. 
Philip  Torrey. 
Havclin  Torrey. 
Asaph  Wliitmarflh. 
Oliver  G.  Whitmarsh. 
Briggs  Hill. 
David  Brown  (2d). 
Arnold  Wade. 
Merrit  Jenkins. 
Seth  Gannett,  Jr. 
Stephen  Hersey. 
Eli  Blanchard. 
Eli  Blanchard,  Jr. 
Joseph  Hobart. 
Thomas  Harden. 
Zenas  Harden. 
Silas  French. 
Bcnoni  Gannett. 
Moses  Bates. 
Wadsworth  Phillips. 
Emery  Brown. 
Isaac  Brown. 
Willard  Keith. 
Zenas  Keith. 
Scott  Keith. 
Jose])h  Silvester. 
Joseph  us  Freeman. 
Joel  Edson. 
Calvin  Keith. 
Isaao  Brown,  Jr. 
Joseph  RamsdelL 
Nathan  Dawes. 
Jacob  Dawes. 
Joseph  Ramsdell,  Jr. 
John  Whitmarsh. 
Ira  Drake. 
Bailey  Allen. 
Isaac  Pratt. 
Asa  Whitman. 
Daniel  Whitman. 
Eleazer  Whitman,  Jr. 
Jesse  Edson. 
Christopher  Bates. 
Lebbeus  Smitli. 
Cushing  Mitohell. 
James  W.  Watson. 
Silvanus  L.  Mitchell. 
Clark  Rich. 
Samuel  Rogers. 
Charles  Rogers. 


Daniel  French. 
William  Harris,  Jr. 
Joseph  Odlin. 
Nathaniel  Cross. 
Nathan  Whitman,  Jr. 
Zebina  Johuson. 
Josiah  Johuson. 
Jonah  Edson. 
Seth  Bryant. 
Welcome  Otis, 
Seth  Juliiisuu. 
Ephruim  Hyde. 
Zcbiua  Keith. 
David  French. 
George  Miicbcll. 
Joseph  Walton. 
Silvanus  Keith. 
Job  Bcaree. 
Thaxter  Keith. 
Jacob  Tirrell. 
Edward  Vinton. 
Azor  Harris. 
Nathan  Kingman. 
John  Harris. 
John   Hersoy. 
Ezra  Ivingiiian,  Jr. 
BezaU'cl  Allen. 
Lot  Whitmarsh. 
Robert  Vitnng. 
Luther   Hatch. 
Daniel  Ilryant. 
Mark  Phillips. 
Turner  Phillips. 
Lewis  Keith. 
SnmucI  Snell. 
Dexter  Pratt. 
Lucius  Sncll. 
Bradford  Mitchell. 
Samuel  Iveen. 
John  Soule. 
Mel/.ar  Hill. 
Hugh  Orr,  Jr. 
A.  Winslow  Clift. 
Cal\  in  W.  Iveen. 
Hugh  Orr. 
Melzar  Hudson. 
Joseph  Chamberlain. 
John  M.  Goodwin. 
John  A.  Conant. 
Joshua  Bennett. 
Alvan  Shaw. 
Lewis  Bartlett. 
John  Thayer. 
Nathaniel  French." 


ACT    OP    INCORPORATION. 

"An  Act  to  eatalliah  the  town  of  Eu»t  BritO/ewutrr. 

"Sect.  1.  Jie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Jlmme  of  Repve- 
aeutittiven  in  General  Court  aaaeinbltdf  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  East  Parish  of  Bridgewatcr,  according  to  the 
territorial  limits  thereof,  he  and  the  same  is  hereby  iucorpo- 
ruted  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  East  Bridgewnter,  and  in- 
vested with  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all 
the  duties  and  requisitions,  to  which  towns  in  this  Common- 
wealth are  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  entitled  and  subjected. 
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"Sklt.  2.  Bt  it  further  enacted,  That  the  inhubilants  of  said 
town  of  East  BriJgewalor  sbull  be  bulilea  to  pay  all  arreara  of 
taxes  which  have  bcea  asaesseU.or  dircctetl  to  be  asscascd,  upon 
tliciu  by  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  and  aball  bo  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, hold,  and  enjoy  such  proportion  of  all  debts  and  taxes 
now  due,  and  ass&ssmenta  voted  to  said  town  of  Bridgcwatcr, 
and  such  proportion  of  all  the  privile','ea  and  property,  real  or 
personal,  now  belonging  to  said  town  of  Bridgewater,  of  what 
kind  soever  it  may  be,  as  the  property  of  the  said  inhabitants 
of  East  Diidgewatcr  bears  to  the  property  of  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  s;iid  town  of  Bridgewater,  according  to  the  latest  valu- 
ation thereof;  and  they  shall  be  bolden  to  pay  their  proportion, 
to  be  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  of  all  the  debts  now  due  and 
owing  fruin  said  town  of  Bridgewater. 

'•Stcr.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  town  of  East 
Bridgewater  shall  he  bolden  to  support  their  proportion  of  the 
poor  of  the  town  of  Bridgewater  which  are  now  chargeable  to 
said  town,  which  proportion  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  present 
valualiou  of  said  town,  and  all  persons  who  may  hereafter  be- 
come chargeable  03  paupers  to  the  said  town  of  Bridgewater  or 
East  Bridgewater  shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  that  town 
in  the  territory  of  which  they  had  their  settlement  at  the  time 
of  passing  this  act,  and  shall  in  future  be  chargeable  to  that 
town  only. 

'•Sklt.  4.  Be  i(/iii(/ie)- eijuc(ei/.  That  any  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Plymouth  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his 
warrant,  directed  to  any  freeholder  of  said  town  of  East  Cridge- 
wutcr,  rcnuiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  meet, 
at  the  time  and  place  therein  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  all  such  town  oHicera  as  towns  are  by  law  authorized 
and  required  to  choose  at  their  annual  meetings.  [June  U, 
1S23]." 

First  Town-Meeting'. — The  first  town-meeting 
held  under  the  act  of  incorporation  took  place  at  the 
meeting-house  ou  the  4th  of  July,  1823.  Hon.  Nahum 
Mitchell  was  chosen  moderator,  and  town  officers  were 
elected,  a  part  of  whom  were  Ezra  Kingman,  Jr.,  town 
clerk  and  treasurer ;  Alfred  Whitman,  Isaac  Aldeii 
(3d J,  Abishai  Stetson, selectmen  ;  Lot  Whitiuarsli  and 
Joseph  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  constables ;  Ezra  Kingman 
and  Ellis  Holmes,  tithingmen.  Most  of  the  young  men 
in  town  recently  married  received  the  appointment  of 
hog-reeves.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  the  following 
were  chosen  the  first  school  committee,  viz. :  Rev. 
Benjamin  Fessenden,  Bartholomew  Brown,  Ezra 
Kingman,  Jr.,  Hector  Orr,  John  S.  Champney,  and 
William  Harris,  Jr. 

At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  East  Bridge- 
water  the  post-olficc  received  a  mail  from  Boston  but 
three  times  a  week,  viz.,  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Friday.  There  was  a  public  conveyance  to  Boston 
three  times  in  a  week,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Sat- 
urday, by  the  Boston  and  New  Bedford  stage,  which 
stopped  at  noon  for  the  passengers  to  ditie  at  the 
tavern  tlien  kept  by  Mrs.  Naomi  Ciombie,  where  the 
Roman  Catholic  house  of  worship  now  stands. 

Civil  List. — The  moderators  of  the  annual  town- 
meclings  of  East  Bridgewater,  with  the  dates,  have 
been  as  follows : 


MODERATORS   OF   TOWN    MEETINGS. 

March  i:!,  1854.  Joseph  tjbam- 

berlain. 

March  12,  1855.  James  Bates. 

March  lu,  185G.  James  Bates. 

March    9,  1857.  James  Bates. 

j  March    8,  1.S58.  Joseph  Cliaiu- 


July  4,  1823.  Nahum  Mit- 
chell. 

March  1,  1824.  Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March  7,  1825.  Bartholomew 
Brown. 


April      3,  182B.  Hector  Orr. 

April      2,  1327.  Hector  Orr. 

April      ",  1828.  Hector  Orr. 

March  23,  lS2a.  Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March  8,  1830.  Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March  21,  1831.  Ezra  King- 
man, 


bcrlain. 

March  21,  1859.  James  Bates. 

March  19,  1860.  Ezra      King- 
man. 

March  II,  1861.  Benjamin  W. 
Harris. 
I  March  10,  1862.   Benjamin  W. 
Harris. 

March    9,  1S03.  Benjamin  \V. 


March  12,  1832.  Nahum  Mit-  I      Harris, 


chell. 

March  11,  1333.  Bartholomew 
Brown. 

April      7,  1S34.  Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March  16,  1835.  Nahum   Mit- 
chell. 

March    7,  1836.  Hector  Orr. 

March    6,  1837.  Hector  Orr. 

March    5,  1838.  Ezra     King- 
man. 

March    4,  1S39.  Ezra     King- 
man. 

March    2,  1840.  Isaac  Pratt. 

March    1,  1841.  Lobheus 
Leach. 

March    7,  1842.  Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March    6,  1843.  Ezra     King- 
utan. 


March  14,1864.  EzraS.  Whit- 
marsh. 
March  13,1865.  EzraS.  Whit- 
marsh. 
March  19,  1866.  EzraS.  Wbit- 

marsh. 
March  13,1867.  EzraS.  Whit- 
marsh. 
March    9,1868.  EzraS.  Whit- 
marsh. 
March  15,1869.  EzraS.  Whit- 
marsh. 
March  14,  1870.  .Mosea  Bates. 
March  13,1871.  EzraS.  Whit- 
marsh. 
March  11,  1872.  Moses   Bates. 
March  17,  1873.  William      H. 

Osborno. 
March  16,  1874.  William      H. 
Osborne. 


March    4,  1844.  Joseph  Cham-  I  March    1, 1875.  EzraS.  Wliit- 
berlain.  j       marsh. 

I   March    3,  1845.  Joseph  Cham-  ■  March    6,1376.  William 
berlain.  I       Osborne. 

March    2,  1846.  Joseph  Cham-  !  March  12,  1377.  George 


berlain. 

March  1, 1847.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain. 

March  6, 1848.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain. 

March  5,  1849.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain. 

March  4, 1850.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain. 

March  10,  1851.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain. 

March  1, 1852.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain. 

March  14, 18.')3.  Joseph  Cham- 
herlain. 


Keith. 
March    4,  1878.  George 

Keith. 
March  10,  1879.  George 

Keith. 
March    8,  1880.  George 

Keith. 
March  14,  1881.  George 

Wheeler. 
March  13,  1382.  George 

Keith. 
March  12,  1883.  George 

Keith. 
March  10,  1884.  George 

Keith. 


II. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
A. 
M. 
M. 
M. 


SELECTMEN. 
Selectmen  of  East  Bridgewater  from  the  date  of 
the  incorporation  of  the  town : 

laaao  Alden,  1823,  '24,  '25,  '28,  '27. 

Abishai  Stetson,  1823,  '24,  '25,  '26,  '27. 

Alfred  Whitman,  1823,  '24,  '25,  '28. 

Azor  Harris,  1827,  '28,  '29,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '34. 
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David  Brown  (2d),  1828,  '29,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '3-1,  '3o. 
Simeun  Curtis,  Jr.,  182S,  '2'J,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '43, 

'4C,  '47,  '48,  '49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '53. 
Zenas  Keith,  1834,  '35. 
Isaac  Prult,  1S34,  '35,  '36,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '40,  '41, '43, '44,  '45,  '46, 

'47,  '4S,  '49,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '53.  '54,  '55. 
Joseph  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  1830,  '3S. 
Martin  Whiting,  1836,  '37,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '42. 
Zehina  ICcith,  1S3S. 
Aaron  Hubart,  1839. 
Welcuinu  Young,  1840,  '41. 
Daniel  French,  1342,  '43,  '44,  '45,  '46,  '47,  '49. 
Samuel  G.  Alden,  1850,  '5i,  '60,  '61,  '62. 
Calvin  Keed,  1855. 
John  Keed,  I  855,  '56. 
B.  Watson  Keith,  1855. 
George  Bryant,  1856,  '57,  58,  '59,  '60,  '51,  '02,  '63,  'B4,  '65,  '66, 

•67. 
Wiidsworth  Phillips,  1S56,  '57. 
Gushing  Otis,  1858,  '59. 
Charles  A.  Latham,  1860,  '61,  '62,  '63. 
Bcnjaniiii  W.  Harris,  1863. 
Galen  Willis,  1864. 
Isaac  X.  Nutter,  1864. 

Jacob  Bates,  1865,  '66,  '67,  '68,  '69,  '70,  '71,  '72. 
Ezra  Kingman,  1865,  '77,  '7S,  '79.  | 

Eliab  Latham,  1S66,  '07,  '08,  '69,  '70,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '81,  '84. 

Charles  11.  Goss,  1868,  '69,'  70,  '71,  '72,  '74,  '75,  '76,  '78,  '79,  '82. 

Moses  Bates,'  1873. 

George  A.  Wheeler,  1873. 

Jacob  Rogers,  1873. 

Ezra  A.  Whitmarsh,  1874,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '80,  '81. 

Joohua  Dean,  1877,  '78,  '79,  '80. 

Henry  Gurney,  ISSO,  '81,  '82,  '83,  '84. 

L.  Watts  Richards,  1882,  '83. 

James  Sidney  Allen,  1883. 

George  M.  Keith,  1884. 

TOWN    CLERKS. 
Town  clerks  of  East  Biidgewater  from  the  date  of 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  : 

Ezra  Kingman,  Jr.,  1823,  '24,  '25,  '46,  '47,  '48,  '49,  '50,  '51. 
Bartholomew  Brown,  1826. 

William  Harris,  Jr.,  elected  Aug.  21,  1826, '27,  '28,  '29,  '30,  '31, 
■32,  '33,  34,  '35,  '36,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '45. 
Benjamin  W.  Harris,  1852,  '53,  '54,  '55,  '56,  '57,  '58,  '59,  'uO. 
Isaac  N.  Nutter,  1801,  '62,  '63,  '04,  '05. 
William  H.  Osborne,  1806. 

Jacob  A.  Rogers,  1867,  '6S,  '69,  '70,  '71,  '72,  '73. 
Frank  Smith,  1874,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '78,  '79,  '80,  '81,  '82,  '83,  '84. 

TREASURERS. 
Treasurers  of  East  Bridgewater  from  the  date  of 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  : 

Ezra  Kingman,  1823,  '24,  '25,  '46  '47,  '48,  '49,  '50,  '51. 

Barthuloniew  Brown,  1826. 

AVilliam  Harris,  Jr.,  Aug.  21,  1S26,  '27,  '23,  '29,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33, 

'34,  '35,  '36,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '40,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44,  '45. 
Benjamin  W.  Harris,  1852,  '53,  *54. 
Woleoiue  Young,  1855. 
Martin  Whiting,  1850,  '06. 
John  Reed,  1357. 
Bartlett  R.  Alden,  1858,  '59,  '60,  '61,  '62,  '63,  '64. 

1  Died  June  16,  1873. 


Isaac  N.  Nutter,  1865,  '67,  '68,  '69,  '70,  '71,  '73. 
Henry  Gurney,  1872. 

KEPUESENTATIVE8   TO    GENERAL    COURT. 
Ezra  Klugmnu,  Jr.,  1829,  "M,  '31,  |   Thomns  Coi.uiil.  lSo9. 

'34,  '35,  '30. 
Azor  Harris,  1833,  '49. 
Joseph  Cttalabutluiii,  1633. 
William  Harris,  1836,  '37,  '40,  '41 
Isaac  PraCt.  1837,  '38,  '40, '5B. 


Charles  Mitchell,  1838. 
Jacob  A.  Rogers,  1810,  '52. 
Levi  Churchill,  1851. 
Calvin  Reeil,  1854. 
II.  Watson  Keith,  1855. 
Asa  Mitcholl,  1667. 
Benjamin  W.  Harris,  1858. 

JUSTICES   OF  THE    PEACE. 


David  Pmtt  (2J),  IniiO. 

William  Allen,  iHiil. 

Ezra  Kinsman,  1802,  '03. 

JuniL-s  S.  .\lk'ii,  1804,  '71. 

William  Viol. ,11,  lSlk<,  '00. 

Jacuh  lliiles,  lsl,7,  '09. 

Jrvin;;  llaleo,  1808. 

Pliny  Ed-oii,  18711. 

William  H.  OsOorne,  1872,  '81. 
!  Inaac  N.  Nutter.  1875,  '70. 
i  Joshua  Dean,  I8SU. 
1   L.  Watts  Richarils,  1382. 


Col.    Edward    Mitchell.    Aug.   28, 

1775. 
Hugh  Orr,  Oct.  20,  1775. 
Elisha  Mitchell,  S<s|it.  18,  1788. 
Dr.   Hector  Orr,  June  7,  1803-37, 

1841^7  (thirty.iiine  years). 
Nathan  Allien,  Nov.  27,  1811. 
James  Tliumss,  1S12. 
Ezra  Kiugniaii,  1813. 
Silvanus  Lazell,  Feb.  3,  181C. 
Isaac  Aldeu  (3d),  1827. 
Silvanus  L.  Mitchell,  1823. 
Wallace  Rust,  1829. 
Abisha  Stetson,  1833. 
Azor  Harris,  1834. 
Isaac  Pratt,  1841. 
William  Harris,  1842. 
Lebbeus  Leach,  1845. 
Nathaniel  Waterman  French,  1815. 
Heury  Al.len,  1840. 
Josiah  Whitmau,  1847. 
Solomon  Ager,  1847. 


Ezra  Kiu;;nntn,  1847. 
Cilshing  Milcholl.  1848. 
Mosen  Uati'rt,  Jr.,  1849. 
Joseph  Chamberlain,  1850. 
Levi  Churchill,  1852. 
Jacob  Bates,  Jr.,  1853. 
Asn  Millet,  IS.',:!. 
Simeon  Curtis,  1855. 
James  H.  Mitchell,  13,"i5. 
B.  Watson  Ui-itll,  1850. 
Rufiis  A.  LiltltlielJ,  1850. 
John  Pearce,  1850. 
Calvin  IteeJ,  1850. 
Juhn  Reid,  1850. 
Seth  Bryant,  13.'.8. 
Robert  Curtis,  1858. 
Aaron  lloOart,  Ji'. 
Ezra  Kingman,  1801. 
Henry  Hubart. 
Thomas  Keith. 
James  II.  Mitchell. 
Isaac  N.  Xulter,  1872. 


Each  of  the  attorneys  received  his  commission  soon 
after  admission  to  the  bar:  Nuhuiu  MitchL-Il,  July  3, 
1795;  Bartholomew  Brown,  June  2G,  1S12;  and 
others  whose  names  are  elsewhere  given. 

REPRESENTATIVES   IN   CONGRESS. 


Nahum  Mitchell,  1803-5. 
Aarou  Hobart,  1821-27. 


Benjamin  W.  Harris,  1873-83. 


STATE    SENATORS. 

[  James  H.  Mitchell,  1802-03. 
Benjamin  W.  Harris,  1857. 
Jac.b  Hates,  1870-71. 
Janas  S.  .\llen,  lSh2-83. 


Hugh  Orr.  1785-80. 
Nahum  Mitchell,  1813-14. 
Aarou  Hobart,  1819. 
Welcome  Yuung,  1846-47. 
Aai-oo  Hobart,  Jr.,  1854. 

MEMBERS  OF   THE   E.XECUTIVE   COUNCIL. 
Nahum  Mitchell,  1814-20.  !  Asa  Millet,  ISia. 

Aaron  Hobart,  1828-31. 

COUNTY   COMMISSIONERS   BELONGING   TO   E.\ST    BRIDGE- 
WATER. 
Bartholomew  Brown,  1834-35.  j  James  Bati-s,  1857-59. 

Isaac  Aldeo  (3d),  1830-43.  I 

SHERIFF   OF    PLYMOUTH    COUNTY   FROM    EAST    BRIDGE- 
WATER. 
James  Bates,  1860.     Continued  In  that  othce  till  his  decease,  Oct.  6,  1870. 


John  Holman,  Aug.  25,  1731 
Japhet  Allen,  1773-75. 
William  Harris,  1800-2. 
Edward  Vinton,  1813-31. 


DEPUTY  SUEUIFF3.3 

Joseph  Chamberlain,  1832-49. 
Bartlett  It.  AlUun,  1852-54. 
Vranklin  Keith. 
George  A.  W  heeler. 


*  Appointed  by  the  sheriff. 
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Statistics. — Votes 
ration  of  the  town  of 

1S24.  Williiiiu  Eustis 

S:iLuuel  Lathrop 

1825.  Levi  Lincoln 

1826.  Levi  Linculii 

Siiiiiuel  JlubbarU 

1827.  Levi  Lincoln 

]larri:juo  ^irny  Otis. 

1328.   Levi  Lincoln 

^Lirtin  Hiiuisdell... 
1820.  Levi  Lincuin 

ILirriaun  (Jray  Otis. 

1830.  Levi  Lincoln 

ALircud  .Mui'tun 

1831.  Levi  Lincoln 

ALirous  .Moi'toa 

1832.  .<;imuel  Lathrop 

Levi  Lincoln 

JMarcus  iMorlon 

1833.  J"l>n  Quincy  AdaiQS 

Juhn  David 

M:ircud  .Morton 

183-1.  Joliii  Uavii 

John  Ijuiley 

.Marcus  Morton 

1835.  Edwaril  Everett 

Marcus  .Morton 

1836.  EJwarJ  Everett 

Alarcus  Morton 

1837.  E.lwarJ  Everett 

ALireud  .Morton 

IS3S.   EJivaril  Everett 

Marcus  Morton 

183'J.  MarcuH  Morton 

Etlward  Evciett 

1840.  John  Davis 

iVLireus  Morton 

1841.  i^lureus  Morton 

Juhn  DiLvi» 

Luetus  lioltwuod 

1842.  JMai'Cus  Morton 

Joiin  Davis 

Samuel  E.  Sewull... 

1S43.  Marcus  Morton 

George  N.  I!rig|,'S... 
Samuel  £.  Sewull... 

1844.  (jcor-^e  Bnoerolt 

tieorge  N.  Bri;;gs... 
Samuel  E.  Sewull... 

1845.  George  N.  liriggs... 

I:*aac  David 

Samuel  E.  Sowall... 

1846.  Ucui-e  N.  Uriggs... 

Isaac  Davis 

Samuel  E.  Sewall... 

1847.  George  N.  Briggs... 

Caleb  Cu.-hing 

Samuel  E.  Sewall... 

1348.  (ieorgu  N.  Briggs... 
Stephen  C.  Phillips. 
Caleb  Cashing 

1849.  (jeoige  N.  Briggs... 
George  S.  Boutwell. 
Stephen  C.  Phillips. 

1850.  George  N.  Briggs... 
George  S.  Buutwell. 
Stephen  C.  Phillips. 

1851.  Robert  C.  Wintbrop 
George  S.  Boutwell. 

1852.  John  H.  Clifford.... 

Horace  Munn 

Henry  W.  I)i.«hop... 

1353.  Emery  \Va?hburn,.. 
Henry  W.  Bishop... 

Heniy  Wilson 

Bradford  L,  Wales.. 

1854.  Henry  J.  Gardner... 
Emery  Washburn... 
Henry  W.  Bishop... 
Henry  AVilson 

1855.  Henry  J.  Gardner... 

Julius  Rockwell 

Eruauius  D.  Beach.. 


for  Governor  biiice  the  incorpo- 
East  Brid"cwater  : 


IU3 
14S 
146 
122 
26 
1U4 

C 
112 

2 
145 

1 
147 


1855.  Samuel  H.  Wolley..     89 

1S56.  Henry  J.  Gardner...  327 
Erasmus  D.  Beach..  141 
Luther  V.  Bell 89 

1857.  Nathaniel  P.  Bunks  177 
Henry  J.  Gardner...  125 
Erusuius  D.  Beach..  102 
Caleb  Swan 5 

1358.  Nathaniel  P.Banks  198 
Erasmus  D.  Beach..  122 

1859.  Nathaniel  B.Banks  157 
Benjamin  F.  Butler  69 
George  N.  Bri 


184  I  1800.  John  A.  Andrew.... 


5 

88 

87 

6 

12S 

99 

24 
123 

55 

54 
154 

54 
114 
110 
165 
119 
161 
159 
195 
179 
210 
179 
175 
169 

29 
171 
151 

36 
134 
164 

39 
176 
172 

59 
141 
137 

65 
135 
114 

60 
135 
128 

59 
201 
119 

76 
191 
130 
111 
173 
132 
119 
231 
150 
223 
153 
124 
194 
139 
128 

26 
224 

74 

41 

31 
142 
115 
112 


41 

330 

245 

96 

7 


Amos  A.  Lawrence. 
Erasmus  D.  Beach.. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler 

1861.  Isaac  Duvis 193 

John  A.  Andrew....  170 

1862.  Charles  Devcns 257 

John  A.  -Andrew....  251 

1863.  John  A.Andrew....  195 
Henry  W.  Paine....  165 
Benjamin  F.  Butler  I 

1864.  John  A.  Andrew....  367 
Henry  W.  Paine....  198 

1865.  Alex.  H.Bullock....  I. SO 
Darius  N.  Couch....  55 

1866.  Alex.  11.  Bullock....  318 
Theo.  H.  Sweetzer...  96 

1867.  Alex.  H.  Bullock...  337 
Charles  F.  Adams...  274 

1868.  William  Clntliii 383 

Charles  F.  Adams...  191 

1869.  E.  M.  Chamberlain.  181 

William  Claflili 160 

Charles  F.  Adams...  1U7 

1370.  Wendell  Phillip.......  174 

Charles  F.  Adams...  139 

William  Clatiin 129 

1871.  Wm.  B.  Washburn.  143 
Charles  F.  Adams...  120 
E.  M.  Chamberlain.  48 
Robert  C.  Pitman...  33 

1872.  Wm.  B.  Washburn.  313 
Francis  W.  Bird 124 

1873.  Win.  B.  Washburn.  108 
William  Gaston 66 

1874.  Thomas  Talbot 228 

William  Gaston 136 

1875.  William  Gaston 135 

Alexander  II.  Rice.  116 

John  I.  Baker 47 

Charles  F.  Adams...  7 

1876.  Alexander  II.  Rice.  318 
Charles  F.  Adams...  264 
John  I.  Baker 22 

1877.  William  Gaston 173 

Alexander  H.  Riee.  160 

Robert  C.  Pitman...  34 

1873.  Thomas  Talbot 319 

Benjamin  F.  Butler  141 

Josiuh  J.  Abbutt....  56 

Alonw  A.  Miner....  2 

1379.  John  D.  Long 309 

Benjamin  F.  Butler  129 

John  Quinoy  Adams  58 

Daniel  C.  Eddy 5 

1830.  John  D.  Long 355 

Choa.  P.  Thompson.  220 

Charles  Almy 2 

1881.  John  D.  Long 178 

Chos.  P.  Thompson.  75 

Charles  Alniy 9 

r.  W.  Andrew 1 

1882.  Robert  R.  Bishop...  254 
Benjamin  F.  Butler  208 
Charles  Almy 12 

1883.  Geo.  D.  Robinso 322 

Benjamin  F.  Butler  248 

Charles  Almy 12 


1860. 
I  SGI., 
ISfii., 
ISiJ., 
lBli4., 
IbG.'.. 
IHOli.. 
1807., 
180M., 
181.9.. 
1b70., 
1871., 
187J.. 
1873.. 
1874.. 
1875.. 
1870.. 
1877.. 
1878.. 
1k7'J.. 
1880.. 
1881.. 
1882.. 
188J.. 


VALUATION 

Valuation        I^'-  °J        PolU 

Familiei 

Acres  of 
Laihl     Houses 
Taxed. 

gl,313,t;iO 

.0078            870 
.010              900 

.... 

I,a7;i,ii3i 

11,341        5.'.5 

1,077,586 

.0134            904 

Il,:i4l        557 

1,053,882 

.OIK              900 

11,390        507 

1  (XIO  276 

027               797 

C8"'' 

11    190         6'.lJ 

1,002,806 

.017               805 

ll,:i51        51.9 

1,089,151 

11,3.^7        557 
11,107       y.-i 
11,2:13        571 

I  127  204 

0285            824 

1,143,042 

.0175            821 

1  2itii  124 

015              827 

1,211.050 

.0170            827 
.0153            836 

1,255,155 



1,230,214 

.0105            804 



1,20.1,745 

.013              8:19 
.0115            784 
.01                 757 

1,231.010 

1,227,370 

.0117            736 
.01 1               753 

1,220.9:15 

1,195.884 

.0048            778 

1,243,840 

.0118            746 
.0112            734 
.0125            810 
.OKKl               Mid 

E 

I,:ia5,90i 

1,454,170 

1,480,830 

TOWN  APPnOPBIATIONS. 

Auiount  abaessed 

Schools 

Highways.     ^^'^^^^ 

yearly  oil  I'olh 
and  KaLiteb. 

18-23 J600 

J5C0 
550 

jl,4.50.0O 
2,703.26 

1824 00(1 

$800.00 

1825 500 

800.1 «) 

300 

1,800.110 

18"0                          SIHI 

looo.oo 
1000.00 

600 
500 

2,2011.110 
2,:i75oo 

1827 SOU 

18-28 600 

1100.00 

600 

2,454.48 

1500.00 
1100.00 
1000.00 

500 
500 
600 

la:io coo 

1831 ooo 

2,7811.110 

1832 900 

900.00 

060 

:i,481.-2G 

1833 1000 

1000,00 

650 

3,584.02 

18.14 1000 

1000.00 

600 

3,:il4.lr. 

ls:i5 1000 

looooo 

1000 

4,6iiu.:il 

1000.00 
101)0  00 

7.50 
60(1 

1837 1000 

;i,4or,.22 

1838. 1000 

lOOO.IK) 

800 

3,e(Ki.iHi 

18;i9 120(1 

1200.00 

700 

4,312  60 

1840 1200 

1200.0(1 

600 

;  1,252.39 

1841 1200 

120(1  00 

400 

:i,40o.oo 

1842 1200 

1200.00 

50O 

:i,4:;6.79 

1843 1200 

1200.00 

.■ioo 

3,979.1:; 

1844 _  1200 

1200  00 

400 

:i,8. 16.01 

1846 1200 

1200.00 

400 

4,958.22 

184(1 1200 

1200  00 

400 

3,756.71 

1847 1200 

1200.00 

500 

4,:i:i:;.(.7 

1848 „...   1500 

1200.00 

Olio 

4,9711  07 

184U 1500 

1200.00 

500 

4,918,14 

lS.ill 1500 

1200.00 

50(1 

5,141.41 

1851 1500 

lOIKl.OO 

50O 

4,8'.0.0(l 

1852 1500 

1200.00 

500 

:;,'j.'.(i  00 

185:1 160(1 

1200.00 

50O 

5.5UU  110 

1854 2000 

1200,(X) 

400 

5,UOO,0(1 

1855 2000 

1500.00 

600 

ll,4.'ioul) 

1856 2000 

1500.00 

500 

8,1100,00 

18.17 250(1 

1500.00 

1000.00 

360 

60O 

8,075  110 
0,075.110 

1858 2000 

1859 2000 

13(10.00 

700 

8,340.110 

1800 •2500 

1017.2:1  (!) 

700 

9,8lHi.uil 

1801 2500 

2100.00 

900 

9,947  o:l 

18G2 2500 

1700,00 

1000 

14,498  13 

1863 2600 

280(1.00 

800 

16,298.70 

\»IH 2500 

:io6o.oo 

1000 

21,892.08 

181» „ 3000 

1100.00 

1000 

29,1.90  3i: 

18CU 3000 

800.00 

1500 

19.817.73 

1807 4000 

5800.00 
4300.00 

:i5U(i.ou 

1500 
150(1 
2000 

''•*  :i:j9  "'3 

1809 5000 

22,101  49 

1870 _ 5000 

3000.00 

2000 

20,948.56 

1871 6000 

1800.00 

2000 

22,8110.47 

1872.„ 6000 

3050.00 

2000 

20,876.20 

1873 5500 

3600  00 

1850 

22,026.53 

1874 _ 5600 

2800,00 

2000 

18,502.92 

1875 5260 

2500.00 

1600 

15,7:11  56 

1876 4750 

2000.00 

13,805.80 

1877 50(10 

3000.00 

2000 

15  844.(15 

1878 4760 

2000 

14,9:111.70 
12,9-23  14 

1879 6000 

2500.00 

1880 5000 

2800,00 

16,183.29 

1881 5000 

3000.00 

16,4.10.29 

1882 6000 

ouoooo 

19  801  59 

1883 _.  5500 

S  DATES. 

16,496.30 

CEN3D8  AT  VAKIOU 

Inhabitauts. 

Valuation. 

1764 

069 
1106 
1435 

1810 „ 

1820 

Sri 
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lababiuuti 
....  1053 
....  l'J44 

Valuation. 

1H40 

is  14,000 

i,joti.a40 
I,;i5i.l'j5 
1,077,586 
l,i4J,»40 

.$1,055,470.00 

....  2545 

IKW) 

....   32U7 

....  3ul7 

....  -Jllu 

Valuation  /oi 

isaa. 

431,-100.00 

Number  of  polls,  809. 
Tux  on  eucli  pull.S'J.UU. 
Unto  of  taXiitlou,  :;IU  on  ilOUO. 
Auiouiit  of  tdxeb,  rllJ,4'J6.30. 

51,486,830.00 

By  the  ceusus  of  1880,  fur  each  of  the  vilhiges, 
tile  number  of  inhabitant!)  is  as  follows  : 

Uonver  Dislrict :;3a 

Cculro  District 12'J4 

CulIl^<v>lle  LlidtncI 148 

Ea.lnllB  District 182 

KIniw.K.d  Ui^tricU 37U 

Nurlliville  Diatnct '.ilO 

Sutuclcut  Dibtrict l.'>8 

:;7lo 
1.S74. 

Acrea  of  land  taxed 11,037 

HouKd  *'      5SG 

Horsed  "      3S0 

Sbeep  " OJ 

1875. 

Acres  of  laud  taxed 10,2r.2^ 

Houses  " 559 

lloi»es  "      303 

Cows  ••      330 

sbee|j  "      OO 

A  comparison  of  the  earliest  and  latest  valuations 
and  appropriations  (1823-83)  will  give  some  idea  of 
its  financial  status  then  and  now,  thouj^h  it  is  proba- 
ble that  in  the  first,  .State  and  county  taxes  were  not 
included,  as  the  precinct  became  a  town  during  that 
fiscal  year  : 


.luusnunla,  1823. 

On  propoity,  etc £1450.00 

Appropriattoii. 

Schools COd.OO 

Highways 800,0o 


Sopport  of  poor.. 


.'.OO.OO 


Aai*eMMintnttSf  1883. 

On  property,  etc $10,490.30 

Appropriation. 

Scbools 5,.MO.(iO 

Ili^-hways 4,1102.11 

Support  of  pour l,00O.'J3 


Public-Houses. — The  first  tavern  in  East  Bridge- 
water  of  which  we  know  was  kept  by  Josiah  Scars, 
who  had  come  from  Cape  Cod  about  1711,  and  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Isaac  Harris,  who  died  about  1707. 
Mr.  Sears  lived  in  the  liouse  previously  occupied  by 
his  father-in-law.  This  house  was  near  the  old  furd- 
ing-piacB  iu  Satucket  River,  below  the  Indian  dam. 
He  kept  this  house  of  entertainment  till  about  1725, 
when  he  sold  the  house  to  Capt.  Jonathan  Bass,  and 
returned  to  the  cape. 

Joshua  Pratt  kept  a  tavern  from  about  17G0.  He 
died  in  1772,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Joshua, 
Jr.  The  house  was  on  the  uoith  side  of  Central 
Street,  opposite  Bridge  Street. 

Benjamin  Harris  kept  a  public-house  in  Satucket. 
The  house,  built  in  1787,  is  that  now  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Bennett. 

Nathaniel  Chamberlain  kept  tavern  from  1790  sev- 


eral years.  The  house  was  near  the  east  end  of  By- 
ram's  Plain. 

The  Joseph  Lazell  House  was  erected  about  1796, 
where  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  now  is  ;  this  was 
a  tavern  till  1827.  Mrs.  Naomi  Crombie  was  laud- 
lady  of  the  house  for  several  of  its  later  years  as  an 
inn.     Jackson  &  White  were  the  last  tavern-keepers. 

The  hotel  known  as  the  Hudson  llou.*c  was  the 
large  house  erected  iu  1787  by  Capt.  Joseph  Keith 
and  Benjamin  Robinson.  It  stood  in  the  vill.igc,  near 
the  crossing  of  Central  and  Bedford  Streets,  and  was 
burned  June  4,  1857.  The  successive  landlords  were 
George  M.  Allen,  from  Scituate,  1S25 ;  Harrison 
Whitman,  1826  ;  Thomas  Whitman,  lvS27-o2  ;  Wil- 
liam Smith,  1833-43;  Harvey  Josselyn,  1S44— 49  ; 
Doolittle,  1850-51  ;  John  0.  Hudson,  18.')2-j7. 

Streets  and  Roads, — In  1870  the  public  thorough- 
fares of  the  town,  to  the  number  of  thirty-six,  were 
named  as  streets.  To  some  of  the  principal  streets 
names  were  applied  from  certain  circumstances ;  fur 
example,  Central  Street  runs  iu  a  nearly  direct  line 
east  and  west  across  the  common  thruuuh  the  town  ; 
Bedford  Street  was  formerly  a  part  of  the  turnpike 
from  Boston  to  New  Bedford;  Plyiuoutli  Street  was 
the  old  Plymouth  road  from  the  common  to  Halifax; 
Whitman  Street  was  the  ancient  road  from  Whitman's 
mills  (now  the  Carver  Cotton-Gin  Works)  to  Joppa 
(Elmwood)  bridge.  All  the  hou.ses  on  that  ruad  fur 
many  years  were  occupied  by  Whitmans. 


CHAPTER    VIII. 

Schools — School  Districts — Scliool  Committee  rtf  E:iat  liridge- 
vvutcr — East  Bridgcwatur  Academy — Iti^h  School — Libraries 
—  Library  Association — College  (jruduatcs — I'liytician.- — At- 
torneys au(i  Counsellors — Bio^ra|>hicul. 

Schools. — No  schools  seem  to  have  been  established 
within  the  territory  of  East  Bridgewatcr  before  1700. 
It  is  probable  that  the  children  had  opportunity  to  go 
to  school  in  "  the  town," — i.e.,  West  Bridgewatcr. 
Instruction  was  given  a  few  years  previous  to  IGSG 
by  Nathaniel  Willis,  the  first  schuolinaster  in  Bridge- 
water,  and  Nathaniel  Brett  acted  tlie  part  of  peda- 
gogue in  1(594.  Nov.  4,  1700,  the  town  of  Bridge- 
water  agreed  that  Thomas  Martin,  a  scholar  from 
England,  should  teach  the  children,  and  that  '°  the 
scool  should  be  kept  in  foure  places  in  the  towne, 
where  it  may  be  most  convenient  for  the  inhabitants' 
children  to  come,  and  to  be  kept  three  mouths  at  a 
place."  The  probabilit}*  is  that  thus  an  arrangement 
was  made  for  instruction  to  be  given  in  the  east  part 
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of  the  town  for  two  months  or  more  in  a  year.  In 
1705  '•  Nathaniel  Brett  was  chosen  schoohuaster,  to 
be  paid  15  pounds  per  aooum,  and  4  schooldames  for 
tiie  several  quarters  of  the  town  to  instruct  small 
children  in  reading."  Thus  the  prospect  of  general 
education  began  to  brighten.  The  schools  in  those 
early  tiiiies  were  probably  kept  in  private  houses.  No 
school-house  was  probably  erected  in  East  Bridgewater 
earlier  than  1720.  There  is  no  town  or  precinct 
record  to  indicate  when  the  first  school-house  was 
built,  but  it  was  probably  done  by  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  the  citizens  as  early  as  1723,  the  date  of 
the  iucoiporation  of  the  East  Precinct.  The  building 
stood  ou  the  west  end  of  what  is  now  the  common. 
Traces  of  its  location  were  seen  many  years  after  it 
had  been  taken  down  or  removed. 

Aug.  18,  1743.  The  inhabitants  of  Bridgewater, 
having  assembled  in  town-meeting,  '•  then  proposed 
whether  they  would  by  vote  fix  the  Grammar  School 
this  present  year  in  the  West  Precinct  at  the  school 
house  in  said  precinct,-aud  appropriate  £51  old  tenor 
of  the  town's  money  to  support  s''  school,  provided  a 
certain  number  of  men  will  appear  to  make  up  s'  i'51, 
a  sufiicient  sum  to  maintain  such  a  grammar  school 
muster  as  the  selectmen  shall  provide,  and  likewise, 
that  the  other  three  prec'ts  this  present  year  shal' 
draw  out  of  the  town  tre;iaury  the  remainder  of  what 
is  raised,  to  support  the  Grammar  school  in  the  town, 
according  lo  what  the  pay  is  respectively,  and  said 
money  to  be  appropriated  for  the  support  of  English 
schools  among  themselves.  And  the  vote  passed  in 
the  affirmative."  October  3d,  same  year,  "  they  met 
according  to  the  adjournment,  and  it  was  proposed 
whether  the  South,  East,  and  Nortli  prec'is  shall  have 
the  same  privelidge  of  the  school  with  y"  West  prec', 
after  this  present  year  successively  according  to  their 
age,  in  case  they  will  accept  of  it,  and  if  not,  then  the 
next  proc'  in  course  to  have  the  offer  of.  And  the 
vote  past  in  the  affirmative."  Here,  then,  we  see  the 
way  opened  for  instruction  in  the  higher  branches  in 
the  East  Parish  as  well  as  other  parts  of  Bridgewater. 
At  a  parish-meeting  held,  "  Mch.  24,  1748,  voted 
that  precinct  Com'tee,  Capt.  Bass,  Capt.  Whitman, 
and  Lieut.  Mitchell,  take  Care  about  the  schole,  to 
dispose  of  the  Money  belonging  to  this  precinct  to  the 
best  advantage."  So  it  seems  there  was  but  one 
school-house  at  this  time  in  the  parish,  and  but  one 
down  to  1771  ;  for  it  was  "  voted  Nov.  15th,  of  that 
year,  To  Ezra  Whitman  for  work  Don  at  the  meeting 
House  and  school  house,  £.0.  4s.  Od."  In  1773,  the 
East  Parish  "  voted  that  the  Parish  should  be  divided 
into  School  Ricks."  The  committee  chosen  to  make 
such  division  were  Capt.  Joseph  Gannett,  Isaac  Allen, 


Anthony  Sherman,  David  Kingman,  Ens.  Gushing 
Mitchell,  Benjamin  Harris,  Nehemiah  Latham,  John 
Brown,  and  Robert  Orr. 

School  Districts. — Accordingly  the  East  Parish 
was  divided  into  seven  districts,  and  the  management 
of  the  several  schools  was  annually  placed  in  the  care 
of  the  regular  parish  committee  of  three  men,  the  as- 
sessors of  the  precinct,  who  each  year  divided  the 
School  money  according  to  the  number  of  the  childreu 
in  each  district  from  three  to  sixteen  years  of  age. 

April  12,  1790.  The  parish  "voted  to  choose  a 
committee  in  each  school  district,  whose  d\ity  it  shall 
be  to  see  that  their  respective  districts  have  their  pro- 
portion of  the  money  raised  and  appropriated  for 
English  schools,  and  that  suitable  masters  or  mis- 
tresses are  provided  to  keep  a  school  or  schools  in 
their  respective  districts,  and  also  to  provide  wood  for 
the  said  schools,  and  that  no  schoolmaster  or  mistress 
shall  draw  money  nor  obtain  an  order  from  the  pre- 
cinct committee  to  draw  money  for  keeping  a  school 
until  he  or  she  shall  obtain  a  certificate  from  the 
major  part  of  the  committee  of  the  district  where  he 
or  she  hath  kept  a  school,  certifying  the  number  of 
weeks  such  school  was  kept  and  the  sum  due  to  him 
or  her  for  said  service."  The  committee  chosen  were 
as  follows,  viz. :  East  District,  Polycarpus  Snell, 
Thomas  Sherman,  and  Benjamin  Whitman  ;  Middle 
District  (three  districts  having  been  united  in  one), 
Ensign  James  Keith,  Ephraim  Cary,  Jr.,  Col.  Robert 
Orr,  Capt.  David  Kingman,  and  Benjamin  Robinson  ; 
Northwest  District,  James  Barrell,  Zechariah  Shaw, 
and  Isaac  Alden ;  Over  Meadow  District,  Eleazer 
Whitman,  Christopher  Bates,  and  Lieut.  Samuel 
Pool;  Southeast  District,  Nathan  Hudson. 

In  1792  there  were  again  seven  districts,  and  in 
1793  a  new  district  was  formed  in  the  northeast  part 
of  the  precinct,  which  in  recent  years  has  been  kuown 
by  the  name  of  Northville. 

School  Committee  of  the  East  Preciact. — The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  school  committee  chosen  by 
the  East  Precinct  of  Bridgewater  from  1790  to  1823  : 

Pulycarpua  Snell,  1700,  '91,  '98. 

Tliuiuiia  Slieriuun,  1790,  '91,  '93. 

Bunjumiii  Whitmao,  1790,  '91. 

Enaij-n  James  Keith,  1790,  '91,  1807,  '09. 

Ephmim  Cary,  Jr.,  1790,  '91,  '93,  '94,  '96,  '99,  1804,  '05,  '10. 

Col.  Uobcrt  Orr,  1790. 

Capt.  David  Kiugiuan,  1790,  '9o. 

Deujuiiiiu  UobiDSOD,  1790. 

Jamoa  Barrell,  1790,  '93,  '97,  '99,  1804,  '08. 

Zachariah  Shaw,  1790. 

I^aac 'Alden,  1790. 

Eleazer  Whilmau,  1790,  '91,  '92,  '93,  '95,  '99,  ISuI. 

Christopher  Bates,  1790,  1805,  '06,  "07,  '10, '11. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Pool,  1790,  '91. 
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Nathan   Hudson,  1790,   '92,   '94,  '96,  '07,  '99,   1800,   '01,  '02, 

'03,  '04,  '05,  '06,  '07,  '08.  '09,  '10,  '18,  '19. 
Lieut.  Simeon  Gannett,  1791,  '92,  '94,  '97,  1800,  '04. 
Ezra  Allen,  1791. 
Capt.  Levi  Washburn,  1791. 
Capt.  Isaac  Whitman,  1791. 
Ju.<hua  Barren,  1791,  '94. 
Capt.  Nathan  Allien,  1791. 
Lieut.  Jaujed  Allen,  1791. 
John  brown,  1791,  1800. 
Robert  Waile.  1791,  '92,  1800,  '04. 
Job  liearce,  1791,  '93,  '97,  '99,  1811. 
John  Uudion,  1791,  '95. 
Bcujauiin  Paris,  1791. 
Ensi-n  Cu=hin^'  Mitchell,  1791,  '92,  95,  '1809. 

Lieut.  BrudforJ  Mitchell,  1791,  1800. 

Isaac  Tribou,  1792. 

KnM-n  Daniel  Kinsley,  1792,  1801. 

Thomas  Youqj;,  1793. 

Stephen  Hersey,  1793, '95. 

Lieut.  Isaac  Keith,  1794,  1806. 

Asahcl  Allen,  1794. 

Asa  Whitman,  1794,  1808. 

Isaac  Urown.  1794. 

]!cnjainiii  Ricbanls,  1795. 

James  Thomas,  1795. 

Lieut.  Benjamin  Harris,  1795. 

Seth  Whitman,  1796. 

William  Keith,  1796,  1800,  '03,  '05,  '17. 

Philip  Torrey,  1796,  '97. 

Seth  Hobart,  1796. 

Ephraim  Ilydc,  1797,  1805,  '10. 

Bradford  .Mitchell,  1797. 

John  Harden,  1797. 

Silas  French,  1799,  1800,  '04,  '05,  '06,  '07. 

.Toseph  Chamberlain,  1799. 

Levi  Keith,  1799. 

Lieut.  Eleazer  Keith,  1800. 

Jacob  Hill,  Jr.,  1800,  '03,  '08. 

Robert  Wade,  ISOO,  '04. 

Ezra  Kingman,  1801. 

Joel  Edson,  ISOl. 

Isaac  Brown,  1801,  '03. 

Thomas  Chamberlain,  1801. 

David  Allen,  1802. 

Seth  Gurney,  1S02,  '09,  '13,  '15,  '16,  '19. 

Seth  Gurney,  1803,  '04. 

William  Harris,  1803,  '05. 

Silvanus  Lazell,  1803. 

Capl.  Isaac  Whitman,  1804. 

Abisha  Stetson,  1805,  '06,  '07,  '10,  '12,  '13,  '14,  '20,  '21. 

Bezaleel  Allen,  1S06. 

Ira  Itisbee,  ISOO. 

.Samuel  Keen,  1807. 

William  Bonney,  1807. 

Nathaniel  Cross,  1807,  '13. 

ICzra  Whitumn,  1S08. 

.Merritt  Jenkins,  1808,  '09,  '12,  '18. 

Joseph  Gannett,  1808. 
Zenas  Washburn,  1808. 
David  Kingunin,  1809. 

John  Bisbee,  1809. 

Lot  Whitumrah,  1809,  '11,  '15,  '10. 

Marcus  Aldcn,  ISIO. 

Jonathan  Hobart,  1810. 

Galen  Latham,  1810,  '15,  '16. 


Ezra  Whitman,  Jr.,  1811. 

John  M.  Goodwin,  1811,  '12,  '14. 

Joseph  Shaw,  1811. 

Isaac  Brown,  1811. 

Abel  Barren,  1812,  '18. 

Ebenezer  Hathaway,  1811,  '12,  '13,  '14,  '17,  '21. 

Philip  Torrey,  1812. 

Silvanus  Keith,  1812. 

Gushing  Mitchell,  Jr.,  1812,  '15,  '22. 

Charles  Mitchell,  1813,  '22. 

Isaac  Alden  (3d),  1813,  '14,  '18,  '19,  '20,  '21. 

Thomas  Harden,  1813. 

Benjamin  Keith,  1813,  '14. 

Daniel  S.  Brett,  1814. 

Gladden  Bonney,  1S13. 

Jacob  Hersey,  1814,  '15,  '16,  '17,  '20,  '22. 

Ensign  Bartholomew  Trow,  1815,  '16,  '17. 

Melzar  Hud-^on,  1815,  '16,  '20,  '22. 

Alvan  Shaw,  1815,  '22. 

Samuel  Keen,  1816. 

John  Soule,  1817. 

Joseph  Reed,  1817,  '18. 

Daniel  Hudson,  1817,  '22. 

Dr.  Daniel  Sawin,  1817. 

Thomas  Whitman,  1813. 

Capt.  William  Vinton,  1818,  '19. 

Azor  Harris,  1818,  '21. 

Amasa  Fields,  1818,  '22. 

Daniel  French,  1819. 

William  Harris,  Jr.,  1819. 

Luther  Gannett,  1819. 

Moses  Bates,  1819. 

Melzar  Hill,  1820. 

Isaac  Keith,  Jr.,  1820. 

Benjamin  Robinson,  Jr.,  1820,  '21. 

Jared  Heed, 1820. 

George  Mitchell,  1821. 

David  Hersey,  1821. 

Daniel  Bates,  1321. 

Jacob  Bates,  1822. 

School  couiinittee  of  East  Bridgewatcr  from  the 
incorpoiiition  of  the  towu  : 

Rev.  Benjamin  Fessendcn,  1824. 

Bartholomew  Brown.  1324,  '25,  '26,  '29,  '30,  '34,  '35. 

Ezra  Kingman,  Jr.,  1824,  '25,  '28,  '29,  '31,  '33,  '30,  '38,  '39,  '40, 

'42. 
Dr.  Hector  Orr,  1824,  '25,  '26. 
Dr.  John  S.  Champney,  1824,  '25,  '26,  '27. 
William  Harris,  Jr.,  1824,  '25,  '26,  '27,  '30,  '37,  '43,  'oO,  '51. 
The  selectmen,  1825. 
Isaac  Alden  (3d),  1820,  '29,  '30,  '32,  '34. 
Rev.  John  A.  Williams,  1827. 

Aaron  Hobart,  1827,  '29,  '32,  '33,  '36,  '38,  '39,  '40,  '42,  '43. 
Welcome  Young,  1827,  '30,  '31,  '37,  '39,  '40,  '42,  '44. 
Simeon  Curtis,  Jr.,  1828,  '34. 
Williams  Latham,  1828. 
Silvanus  L.  .Mitchell,  1828. 
Azor  Harris,  1828. 

Rev.  Eliphalet  P.  Crafts,  1829,  *30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '35. 
Rev.    Bualis    Snnford,  1829,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '35,  '36,  '37,  '41, 

'42,  '43,  '44,  '45,  '46,  47,  '49,  '54,  '56,  '58,  '59,  '60,  '61,  '02, 

'63,  '64,  '65,  '00,  '67,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '76,  '77. 
Nahum  Mitchell,  1829. 
Charles  A.  Latham,  1829,  '31,  '41,  -44. 
Robert  Curtis,  1829. 
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Daniel  Wliitinun,  1S31. 

Rev.  Adonis  Howard,  1832,  '33,  '37. 

Suluuiuu  Ager,  1837. 

Tboiuas  P.  llydcr,  1833. 

Rev.  tieoige  A.  Williams,  1841. 

Rev.  N.Ttbuniel  Whitman,  1845,  '46,  '47,  '48. 

Rev.  Lucius  .\ldcu,  1S45,  '46. 

William  Allen,  1847,  '48,  '7U,  '74,  '75. 

Asa  .Millet,  1348,  '54,  '76. 

liev.  Tilly  D.  Haywurd,  1849. 

David  Howard,  184a,  'oU,  '51,  '52,  '53. 

Eeujaiiiin  W.  Harris,  1852,  '58,  '59,  '60. 

Rev.  Pl.ilo  13.  Wilcox,  1854,  '55,  '56,  '57,  '58. 

Rufus  A.  Littlefield,  1853,  '55. 

Asa  Jlilchcll,  1856. 

Satuuel  Dates,  1854. 

Thuuias  Conunt,  1857. 

Edward  0.  Grovcr,  1860,  '61,  '62,  '63. 

Richard  M.  Smith,  1861,  '62. 

William  H.  Osborne,  1864,  '65. 

EJuiund  W.  Nutter,  1864,  "67,  '68,  '60,  '70,  '74,  '75,  '79,  'SO,  '81, 

'82,  '83,  '84. 
Rev.  Xatbanicl  H.  Brougliton,  1865. 
E.  Wallace  Holmes,  1866. 
Rev.  Francis  C.  Williams,  1867,  '68,  '69. 
George  A.  Wheeler,  1868,  '69,  '70. 
Moses  bales,  1871,  '72. 
Nathan  Kingman  (2d),  1871,  '72. 
John  H.  Hathaway,  1871,  '72. 
Francis  Hayward,  1871,  '72. 
Rev.  Austin  Dodge,  1871,  '72,  '73. 
Frankliu  Keith,  1871,  '72,  '73,  '74. 
Henry  (iurney,  1871,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75,  '76. 
George  W.  Harden,  1371,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75. 
Eira  Kingman,  1873,  '83,  '84. 
Asa  T.  Whitman,  1873,  '74,  '75. 
Wyuian  C.  Fickctt,  1373. 
Jarvis  Uurrell,  1873,  '74,  '75,  '78. 
James  .S.  Allen,  1874. 

Martin  P.  McLauthlin,  1S74,  '7C,  '77,  '78. 
Clarcucc  A.  Chandler,  1876,  '77,  '78. 
Fre.leriuk  S.  Strong,  1876,  '77,  '7'J,  '80,  'SI,  '32. 
L.  Watts  Kichards,  1877,  '78,  '79. 
Rev.  Daniel  W.  Richardson,  1878. 
Robert  U.  Harris,  1879,  '80,  'SI,  '82. 
Rev.  Pcrley  M.  Griffin,  1883,  '84. 

Id  1817,  March  24,  made  choice  of  Hon.  Nahum 
Mitchell,  Dr.  Hector  Orr,  Bartholomew  Brown,  Esq., 
and  Dr.  Daniel  Sawiu,  a  committee  for  examiDutioo 
of  schools. 

In  1818  the  committee  chosen  for  the  same  purpose 
were  Bartholomew  Brown,  Esq.,  Dr.  Daniel  Sawin, 
Welcome  Young,  Esq.,  and  James  Thomas,  Esq. 

The  first  teacher  resident  or  employed  in  East 
Brid^ewater  was  John  Orcutt.  He  died  in  1781, 
aged  eighty-one  years.  He  taught  the  school  on  the 
common  several  years.  He  was  an  excellent  pen- 
man, as  evinced  by  specimens  of  his  skill  in  writing 
still  e.vtant.  Some  others  prior  to  1800  were  William 
Snell,  Ebenezer  Willis,  Isaac  Tribou,  Ezra  Richards, 
Benjaiuin  Paris,  James  Thomas,  and  Timothy  Allen. 
Miss    Bathsheba  Whitman    began   to   teach    in   the 


school-house  on  the  common  in  1794,  when  she  was 
sixteen  years  old,  and  was  an  instructor  many  years. 
Bartholomew  Brown  waa  the  first  teacher  in  the  old 
steepled  school-house  erected  in  the  village  in  1801. 
He  introduced  Murray's  "  Grammar"  and  "  Reader" 
aa  text-books,  and  instructed  the  scholars  to  recite 
some  of  their  lessons  in  concert ;  his  pupils  in  the 
winter  of  1801-2,  numberiug  one  hundred  and 
twenty. 

Among  the  teachers  since  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  Hon.  Edward  Everett  is  remembered 
with  pleasure.  He  was,  while  a  teacher  here,  but 
fifteen  years  old,  and  a  member  of  the  junior  class  of 
Harvard  University.  Though  so  youthful,  his  re- 
markable attainments  in  literature  enabled  liiui  tu 
succeed  in  that  winter's  task.  To  the  writer  of  this 
he  once  stated,  "  I  had,  if  I  recollect  right,  seventy 
or  eighty  scholars  of  both  sexes,  many  of  them  older 
than  myself,  one  or  two  of  them  young  men  and 
women.  ...  As  a  class,  they  were  well  mannered  and 
gave  me  no  extra  trouble,  but  I  was  thankful  when 
the  time  was  up." 

The  amount  paid  for  instruction  before  1800  was 
not  large.  In  1796  the  East  Precinct  received  from 
the  town  treasury  $332.89.  The  next  year  received 
from  the  town  $332.57,  and  in  addition  the  precinct 
raised  $100.  In  1810  $C05.24  were  received  as  their 
proportion  of  the  town's  money.  From  this  time 
till  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  East  Bridgewater 
the  annual  expenditure  for  the  support  of  the  schools 
was  about  $600.  In  1833  the  amount  raised  was 
$1000 ;  in  1839,  $1200  ;  in  1848,  $15U0  ;  in  1854, 
$2000.     In  1809  it  rose  to  $5000  ;  iu  1SS3,  $5500. 

By  the  school  census,  May,  1883,  the  number  of 
children  in  town  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  aue 
was  453.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  of  all  aires 
enrolled  on  school  registers  was  543. 

The  per  cent,  of  average  attendance  in  the  schools 
collectively  is  90.5. 

East  Bridgewater  Academy. — In  1818  a  need 
was  felt  by  the  people  here  of  educational  advan- 
tages superior  to  what  were  furnished  in  the  district 
schools,  and  a  company  of  proprietors  was  formed, 
including  the  following-named  citizens :  Silvanu.i 
Lazell,  Nahum  Mitchell.  Barzillai  Allen,  John  M. 
Goodwin,  Gushing  Mitchell,  Silvanus  L.  Mitchell, 
Levi  Washburn,  and  perhaps  some  others.  A  biiild- 
ing  of  two  stories  was  erected  on  Central  Street, 
near  the  southwest  corner  of  the  burial-ground, 
on  what  is  now  the  estate  of  Kimball  E.  Sheldon. 
This  seminary  was  at  first  named  the  "  Young  Lailie?' 
School."  It  was  opened  for  instruction  early  in  1S19, 
under  the  care  of  Miss  Bathsheba  Whitmau. 
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After  a  few  years  pupils  of  both  sexes  were  ad- 
Diitted. 

April  5,  1837,  the  school  was  incorporated  as  the 
'•  East  Bridgewator  Academy."  The  act  of  incor- 
poration was  as  follows  : 

'*  Tie  it  euacltti,  etc. 

"  Aiiron  Uobiii't,  Welcome  Young,  and  Wallace  Kust,  their 
nsbociute^  und  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpurution  by 
ihe  Dame  of  the  I'rojirietors  ol"  llic  East  Ciidgcw.iter  Academy, 
to  bo  catablished  in  the  town  of  East  Jlrid^ewatcr,  in  the  county 
of  Plymoutii,  with  all  the  powurs,  .tc,  --ct  forth  in  the  forty- 
fourth  chap,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  with  power  to  liold  real 
and  personal  estate  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
devoted  exclusively  to  purposes  of  education." 

The  names  of  those  who  have  been  principals  of 
this  institution  are, — 

Lathsheba  Whitman,  1819-20.  j  Bathsheba  Whitman,  IS34. 
Clarissa  Adams,  1821-2.".  Mary  Young,  lS3o-36. 

Bathsheba  Whitman,  1824-26.     Thomas  P.  Ryder,  1837-:!8. 
I'cnelope  Wiuslow,  1327.  Asa  Millet.  18:!9. 

Caroline  Allen,  1828.  |  John  W.  May,  1839. 

Bathsheba  Whitman,  1829-30.  \  Daniel  Weed,  1840. 
Emily  Porter,  1832.  '  Daniel  Littlelield,  1841. 

Ezra  Kingman,  1833.  , 

In  1S45  the  proprietors  sold  the  academy  building 
and  real  estate  to  William  Allen,  who  was  principal 
of  the  seminary  from  October,  1846,  to  December, 
1S60,  when  it  ceased  to  be  a  place  of  instruction. 

With  increase  of  population  and  proportionate  ac- 
cumulation of  taxable  property,  facilities  for  educa- 
tion have  gradually  widened  until  the  town  has  lield 
its  own  in  the  commonwealth  in  more  than  one  re- 
gard, as  is  shown  by  its  annual  reports. 

High  School. — Fur  a  number  of  years  preceding 
18G0  the  necessity  for  a  high  and  grammar  school 
having  been  duly  cousidered  at  sundry  times,  a  spa- 
cious and  substantial  building  was  in  that  year  erected 
in  the  Central  Village,  near  the  railroad  crossing,  for 
the  purpose,  districts  1,  8,  and  9  being  then  united. 

Tiie  school  opened  with  an  attendance  of  about 
sixty,  under  the  instruction  of  Horace  Cannon.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  teachers  who  have  suc- 
ceeded him  until  the  present  date  : 

1801-62.  George  L.  Faxon. 

1SU2.  (Summer)  J.  C.  Watson  Coxc ;  (winter)  John  G. 
Adams. 

1863.  (Summer)  John  G.  Adams  ;  (fall)  Edmund  W.  Nutter. 

1863-64.  (Winter)  Nathaniel  C.  Scovell. 

1564.  (Summer)  Gardner  ^V.  Lawrence. 
lSfi4-65.   (Winter)  Ilosea  Kingman. 

1565.  (Summer)  Daniel  N.  Lane;   (fall)  Edmund  W.  Nutter. 
1866-66.  (AVinter)  ,\ustin  Sauford. 

1866.  (Summer)  Edtuund  W.  Nuttor. 
1866-67.  (Winter)  Austin  Sanford. 

1867.  (Summer)  Henry  II.  Butler.' 
1S67-8S.  (Winter)  Austin  Sauford. 

>  During  this  year  the  school  became  a  "  high  school,"  aud 

the  "district  system"  was  abolished. 


1868-71.  George  L.  Faxon. 

1871.  Wyman  C.  Ficliett,  who  is  the  present  principal  of  tho 
achool. 


Libraries. — Public  libraries  have  been  estab- 
lished in  East  Bridgewater  at  different  periods,  each  of 
which  has  done  at  least  something  towards  educating 
the  community.  Of  some  of  them  mention  should  be 
I  made.  The  first  of  wliich  anything  is  definitely  known 
I  was  in  use  in  1770.  It  was  called  "The  Library 
j  of  the  East  Parish  of  Bridgewater."  The  volumes 
:  were  nearly  all  of  a  directly  religious  character. 
I  As  to  the  next  library  we  find  that  eighteen  per- 
sons met  Feb.  28,  1793,  and  signed  an  agreement  to 
form  a  library  society.  Tho  meeting  was  adjourned 
for  a  fortnight.  Accordingly,  March  14th,  a  well- 
prepared  constitution  was  presented,  and  was  signed 
by  forty-one  persons.  Their  names, — David  King- 
man, Robert  Orr,  Ezra  Kingman,  Nahum  Mitchell, 
Josiah  Byram,  Levi  Washburn,  Isaac  Whitman, 
Robert  Wade,  James  Keith,  Jr.,  Seth  Keith,  Jo.^eph 
Chamberlain,  Samuel  Rogers,  Arthur  Harris,  Hulmau 
Keith,  Galen  Latham,  Isaac  Keith,  Isaac  Tribou, 
Thomas  Young,  Joseph  Whitman,  Benjamin  Delano, 
William  Mitchell,  John  Harris,  A.sahel  Allen,  Simeon 
Curtis,  William  Keith,  Barzillai  Allen,  Silvanus  La- 
zell,  Nathan  Alden,  Jr.,  Isaac  Chamberhiin,  Ezra 
Whitman,  Jr.,  Thomas  Sherman,  Josiah  Otis,  Samuel 
Spear,  Jr.,  Stephen  Snell,  Thomas  Hooper,  Josiah 
Rich.irds,  Zebulon  Allen,  Benjamin  Whitman,  Gad 
Hitchcock,  Jr.,  Ephraim  Hyde,  Simeon  Allen. 

This  association  was  denotninated  "The  Proprietors 
of  a  Library  in  the  East  Precinct  of  Bridgewater." 
From  some  of  the  early  records  of  this  association,  still 
extant,  it  is  seen  that  the  selection  of  books  was  judi- 
ciously made  ;  some  of  the  authors  were  Goldsmith, 
Addison,  Knox,  Cowper,  Pope,  Ramsay,  Keats, 
Bruce,  Hannah  More,  Josephus,  Newton,  Franklin, 
and  Paley.  There  were  also  Butler's  "  Analotry,'' 
Smith's  "  Wealth  of  Nations,"  "  Washington's  Let- 
ters," etc. 

In  1836,  Rev.  Adonis  Howard  and  others  formed 
a  "  Social  Library"  in  Joppa  village.  There  were  at 
first  one  hundred  volumes,  average  cost  about  one  dol- 
lar each  ;  one  hundred  additional  volumes  were  after- 
wards purchased.  Much  liberality  was  manifested 
by  individuals  in  carrying  forward  an  institution  so 
valuable. 

About  1838  a  "  Village  Library"  was  instituted  at 
the  centre  of  the  town,  which  was  kept  in  the  law- 
office  of  Welcome  Young,  Esq. 

About  1840,  John  Adams  Conant,  Jr.,  started  a 
library  in  Eastville,  which  has  been  the  means  of 
much  usefulness. 
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An  "  Agricultural  Library,"  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty  volumes,  was  establiiihed  by  the  Agricultural 
Association  in  1860. 

Library  Association. — The  "  East  Bridgewater 
Library  Association"  was  formed  Sept.  23, 1870.  At 
the  first  annual  meeting,  held  Jan.  20,  1871,  the  ful- 
lowing  officers  were  elected  :  President,  Ezra  King- 
man ;  V'ice-Presidcnt,  James  S.  Allen  ;  Secretary, 
George  W.  Allen  ;  Treasurer,  Frederick  S.  Strong  ; 
Finance  Committee,  John  Hobart  and  Franklin 
Edson  ;  Lecture  Comniitlee,  William  H.  Osborne, 
Amos  Hunting,  and  Simeon  C.  Keith  ;  Committee 
on  the  Library,  William  H.  Osborne,  William  Vinton, 
George  L.  Faxon,  iMartin  P.  McLauthlin,  S.  Prescott 
Allen,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Harris,  Edmund  W.  Mutter, 
Rev.  Timothy  0.  Paine,  George  W.  Allen. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association,  held  in 
January,  1884,  the  following  vote  was  passed,  viz. : 
"  That  if  the  town  will  annually  appropriate  a  sum 
not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  to  be  expended  for 
books  under  the  direction  of  the  library  committee, 
the  public  may  have  the  free  use  of  the  books 
belonging  to  this  association." 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  tlie  town  of  East 
Bridgewater,  held  March  12,  1883,  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Ezra  Kingman,  George  W.  Allen,  and 
Isaac  N.  Nutter,  was  chosen  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  subject  of  a  public  town  library  and  report 
at  the  next  annual  meeting.  Accordingly,  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  held  March  10,  1884,  the  committee 
made  their  report,  in  concluding  which  they  say, 
"  In  view  of  this  action  of  the  Library  Association 
your  committee  recommend  the  acceptance  of  the 
offer,  and  that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  be 
appropriated  the  present  year,  of  which  three  hun- 
dred dollars  of  said  sum  shall  be  used  in  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  and  that  the  Library  be  kept  in  the 
room  occupied  by  the  town  officers,  and  be  opened  at 
least  on  two  week-day  afternoons  of  each  week,  and 
at  such  other  times  as  may  be  deemed  proper  and 
best." 

The  town  appropriated  five  hundred  dollars  as 
desired,  and  the  Free  Public  Library  of  East  Bridge- 
water  was  opened  June  25,  1884. 

COLLEGE   GRADUATES   OF  EAST  BRIDGEWATER. 
JoltD  Sliiiw,  }liirvaril,  1720  ;  uler<;yuian,  settled  iu  Suutli  ParUh, 

Uritlj^cwatcr, 
Eliab  llyriiui,  llurvurd,  1740;  clurgyiuuD,  settled  Id  AleDdham, 

N.J. 
Suinuel    Angler,    Uurvurd,    17ti3;  clergyiuaQ,   settled    in  East 

I'arlfli,  Uridgewater. 

Tbouias  Gauuett,  Harvard,  1763;  ,  settled  in  PlymptoD. 

Caleb  (iuniiett,  Harvard,  1763;  clergyman,  steward  of  Harvard 

University. 


Cukes  Angier,  Harvard,  1764  ;  lawyer,  settled  in  West  Parish, 

Bridgewater. 
William  Conant,  Yale,  1770;  clergyman,  settled  in  Lyme,  N.  H. 
James  Thomas,  Harvard,  1778  ;  farmer,  settled  in  Kaat  Bridge- 
water. 
Levi  Whitman,  Harvard,  1779;  clergyman,  settled  in  Weliflcet. 
Ebeuczer  Dawes,  Harvard,  1785  ;  clergyman,  settled  in  Scituate. 
Barzillai  Gannett,  Harvard,  1785;  merchant,  settled  iu  Gardi- 
ner, Me. 
Allen  Pratt,  Harvard,  1785;  clergyman,  settled  in   Westmore- 
land, N.  H. 
David  Gurncy,  Harvard,   1735;  clergyman,  aettleJ  in  Titicut, 
1  North  Middleboro*. 

;    Ebenezer  Lazetl,  Brown,  1788  ;  clergyman,  settled  in  Attleboro*. 

Nabum  Mitchell,  Harvard,  1789;  lawyer  (judge),  settled  in  East 

Bridgewater. 

1   Hector  Orr,  Harvard,  1792;  physician,  settled  in   East  Bridge- 

I  water. 

Ezekiel  Whitman,  Brown,  1795;  lawyer  (chief  justice  of  Maine), 

settled  in  Portland,  Me. 
Asa  Mitchell,  Harvard,  1S02;  lawyer,  settled  in  New  Glouces- 
ter, Me. 
Jacob  Hill,  Brown,  1807;   lawyer,  settled  in  Minot,  Me. 
Eliab  Whitman,  Brown,  IS07;  lawyer,  settled  in  North  Bridge- 
water. 
Nathaniel   Whitman,   Harvard,    1809;    clergyman,    settled    in 

Billerica  and  East  Bridgewater. 
Daniel  Whitman,  Brown,  1809;  farmer,  settled  in  East  Bridge- 
water. 
Willard  Phillips,  Harvard,  1810  ;  lawyer,  settled  in  Cambridge. 
Welcome  Young,  Brown,  1814;  lawyer,  settled  in  East  Bridge- 

(vater. 
.Silvanus  L.  Mitchell,  Harvard,  1817;   merchant,  settled  in  East 

Bridgewater. 
Lucius  Alden,  Brown,  1821 ;  clergyman,  settled  in  East  Abing- 

ton  and  New  Cottle,  N.  H. 
Jason   Whitman,   Harvard,   1825;  clergyman,  settled  in  Saco, 

Portland,  Me.,  and  Lexington. 
Joseph  W.  Cross,  Harvard,  1827  ;  clergyman,  settled  in  Bo.\boro' 

and  West  Boylston. 
AVilliaras  Latham,  Brown,  1827;  lawyer,  settled  in  Bridgewater. 
William  .\llen.  Harvard,  1837;  teacher,  settled  in   Barnstable, 

Saco,  Me.,  and  East  Bridgewater. 
Edmund  B.  Whitman,  Harvard,  1838;  teacher,  settled  in  Cam- 
bridge, iind  Lexington,  Ivy. 
Edward  C.  Mitchell,  Colby,  1849;  clergyman,  settled  in  Chicago. 
Charles  C.  Mitchell,  Harvard,  1851. 

Allen    Whitman,    Harvard,  1857;  teacher,  settled  in  Yonkcrs, 
N.  Y.,  and  Cleveland,  0. 

George  L.  Fuxou,  Middlebury,    ;  teacher,  settled  in  East 

Bridgewater,  Brookfield,  Spencer. 
James   Madison    Allen,    Oberlin,    1858;  philologist,  settled   in 

East  Briilgewater. 
John    Howard,   Yale,   1860;  teacher  of  music,  settled  in   New 

York. 
Gorham  D.  Williams,  Harvard,  1865. 
Nathan    W.   Littlefiold,    Dartmouth,  1869;  lawyer,   sctiled    in 

Proviilenee,  R.  I. 
Austin  Sauford,  Dartmouth,  1869;  teacher,  settled  in  .\lbany, 

N.  Y. 
Richard  W.  Smith,  Weslcyan,  1870;  teacher,  settled  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 
Qeorge   B.    Ilobart,    Harvard,    1875;  manufacturer,  settled    in 

Plymouth. 
Charles    Pratt    Strong,    Harvard,    1876;  physician,  settled    in 
Boston. 
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Itoljcit   Oir   Harris,    Harvard,    1877;  lawyer,    settled  in    Eait 

Bridgewalor. 
Auron    Hobart    Lathaiu,    Harvard,    1877;     lawyer,    settled    \a 

Huston. 
Jusiuh    Uyraui    Millet,    Harvard,    1S77 ;   journalist,   settled    in 

Boston. 
Abbot  Sanfurd,  Ainherat,  1S77;   physician. 
Bradford  Allen,  Amherst,  1878  ;  physician,  settled  in  Brockton. 

Physicians. — Joseph  B^ram,  died  March  4, 1744, 
ajic  43. 

Isaac  Otis,  born  iq  Scituate  ;  graduate  of  Harvard 
University,  1738;  died  1785,  ape  G6. 

Josiah  Otis,  died  March  25,  1808,  age  59. 

Hector  Orr,  graduate  of  Harvard  Uuiversity,  1792  ; 
died  April  29,  1855,  age  85. 

Dr.  Hector  Orr,  son  of  Col.  Robert  and  Hannah 
(Kingnian)  Orr,  and  grandsou  of  Hon.  Hugh  Orr, 
was  boru  in  East  Bridgwater,  March  24,  1770, 
graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1792,  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Epliraiui  Wales,  of  Randolph,  and 
in  1794  settled  in  his  native  parish.  He  married 
March  23,  1795,  Mary,  daughter  of  Oakes  and  Su- 
sanna (^Howard)  Angier,  of  West  Bridgewater.  In 
1796  he  was  commissioned  surgeon  in  the  navy  by 
John  Adams,  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Preble,  went  ou 
a  long  voyage  to  India.  lu  1801  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  j\Iassachusetts  IMedical  Society,  of  which 
institution  he  served  as  counselor  almost  forty  years. 
Having  a  fondness  for  military  tactics,  he  was  com- 
missioned, in  1802,  adjutant  of  the  Third  Regiment, 
First  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  of  the  Massachusetts 
Militia.  He  was  an  efficient  disciplinarian,  as  can  be 
testified  by  survivors  who  were  trained  under  hi.s  com- 
mand. He  might  have  risen  to  the  highest  positions 
in  the  military  department,  but  he  continued  as  adju- 
tant for  the  unusual  term  of  twenty-three  years. 

He  was  an  apt  scholar,  well  versed  in  English  liter- 
ature and  the  Latin  classics,  read  rapidly,  and  remem- 
bered what  he  had  read.  He  took  great  interest  in 
Freenia-sonry,  joined  the  Masonic  Brotherhood  prior 
to  his  college  graduation,  and  was  foremost  among  the 
founders  of  Fellowship  Lodge,  which  was  established 
in  East  Bridgewater  in  1797,  in  wliich  year  he  gave  a 
hibtory  of  Frceuiasonry  in  a  discourse  before  tlio 
lodge.  The  discourse  was  published,  as  was  also 
"Au  Oration  pronounced  at  Bridgewater  [East  Parish 
meeting-house],  Oct.  1,  ISOl,  at  the  rciiuest  of  tlie 
Columbian  Society,"  and  "  An  Oration  pronounced  at 
Bridgewater  [East  Parish  meeting-house],  July  4, 
1S04,  iu  Commemoration  of  the  Anniversary  of 
American  Independence."  He  was  a  man  of  sparkling 
wit,  and  possessed  a  fund  of  anecdotes,  which  were  ever 
at  hand,  and,  if  occasion  offered,  readily  delivered.    He 


was  a  skillful  physician,  and  continued  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  for  almost  sixty  years.  He  died 
April  29,  1855,  age  eighty-five. 

Daniel  Sawin,  boru  iu  Randolph  ;  died  April  29, 
1822,  age  3G. 

John  S.  Cliampney  resided  here  a  few  years  (1822, 
etc.). 

Samuel  A.  Orr,  died  Aug.  9,  1878,  age  75. 

Charles  A.  Lockerby,  graduate  of  Medical  School 
Dartmouth  College,  1844;  graduate  of  a  college  at 
Edinburgh,  Scotland;  resided  here  1845  to  1849; 
removed  to  Concord,  N.  II.  ;  died  May  2,  ISSl. 

Asa  Millet,  graduated  at  Brunswick  Medical  School, 
1842;  practiced  in  East  Bridgewater,  1847  to  1854  : 
removed  to  Abington,  theu  to  Bridgewater;  returned 
in  1873. 

John  T.  Harris,  graduate  of  a  medical  school,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.  ;   removed  to  Roxbury. 

Adonis  Howard,  born  in  West  Bridgewater;  died 
Sept.  25,  18CG,  age  71. 

Daniel  Chaplin,  graduate  of  Harvard  University 
Medical  School,  1844;  came  to  East  Bridgewater, 
1858. 

George  Vining,  born  in  Cummlngton;  practiced  in 
1857-58  ;  removed  1858. 

Enoch  Warren  Sanford,  born  in  Raynham  ;  grad- 
uate of  Brown  Uuiversity,  1851  ;  graduate  of  Philadel- 
phia College;  practiced  here  from  1858  to  IStiO  ;  re- 
moved to  Brookline,  where  he  died  Feb.  27,  1875, 
age  43. 

Charles  W.  Harris,  graduate  of  Berkshire  Medi- 
cal Institution,  Pittsfield,  1847  ;  came  to  East  Bridge- 
water,  18(J6,  and  died  May  24,  18S4,  age  G2. 

Attorneys  and  Counselors. — John  Ilulman,  Jr., 
died  April  25,  1755,  age  49. 

Nahum  Mitchell,  graduate  of  Harvard  Uuiversity, 
1789;  died  Aug.  1,  1853,  age  84. 

Bartholomew  Brown,  born  in  Dauvers,  Mass. ; 
graduate  of  Harvard  University,  1799;  died  Ai)ril 
14,  1854. 

Aaron  Hobart,  born  in  Abington  ;  graduate  of 
Brown  University,  1805  ;  died  Sept.  19,  1858,  age 
71. 

Welcome  Young,  graduate  of  Brown  University, 
1814  ;  died  May  13,  1871,  age  78. 

Benjamin  W.  Harris,  graduate  of  Harvard  Univer- 
sity Law  School,  1849. 

William  E.  Jewell,  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  ; 
settled  iu  East  Bridgewater,  18C0  ;  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Randolph. 

William  11.  Osborne,  admitted  to  the  bar  iu  18G4. 

Robert  0.  Harris,  graduate  of  Harvard  University, 
1877. 
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Ezra  S.  Whitmarsh,  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S79.       years  a  leader  in  that  department  of  public  worship. 

Biographical. — Lieut.  David  Kingman  was  born  in  I  He  kept  for  many  years  a  diary  of  passing  events. 
West  Biidj^ewater  in  1708,  son  of  Jolin  and  Desire  i  His  death  occurred  May  II,  1805,  at  tlie  age  of 
(HMrris)  Kingman,  grandson  of  John  Kingman,  and  1  seventy-two. 

great-grandson  of  Henry  Kingman,  wlio,  in  1G35,  euii-  ;  Deacon  John  Wliitman  was  born  in  the  East  Parish 
grated  from  Weymouth,  in  England,  and  settled  in  >  of  Biidgewater,  March  28,  1735  (new  style),  and  died 
Weymouth,  Mass.  Lieut.  David  settled  in  East  '  July  20, 1842,  aged  one  hundred  and  seven  years,  three 
Bridgewater  about  1733.  He  was  one  of  the  early  i  months,  and  twenty-two  days.  He  was  the  first  iu- 
traders;  was  licensed  as  a  retailer  in  1745,  tliough  i  habitant  of  the  ancient  town  of  Bridgewater  who  lived 
lie  probably  had  begun  keeping  a  store  considerably  :  more  than  a  century.  Few  persons  in  the  county 
earlier.  His  residence  was  on  Grove  Street,  facing  |  of  Plymouth  have  attained  so  great  an  age.  He  was 
Water  Street,  the  same  location  as  tiiat  where  is  now  a  remarkable  man.  It  would  probably  be  difficult  to 
the  dwelling-house  built  by  the  late  William  Tribou.  cite  another  instance  of  an  individual  iu  New  England 
That  part  of  the  town  was  formerly  called  "  the  llobin-  :  who  could,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  seven,  write 
son  nei;.:liborhood,"  and  more  recently  "  Harmony."  '  his  name  in  a  clear,  legible  hand.  He  was  a  sou  of 
Lieut.  Kingman  married,  in  1732,  Mary,  daughter  of  i  John  and  Elizabeth  (Gary)  Whitman.  On  the  father's 
Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  Hayward,  of  Elmwood,  and     side  he  was  a  descendant  of  two  of  the  earliest  settlers 


had  five  children, — David,  Mary,  Nathan,  Ezra,  and 
Hannah  (who  married  Col.  Robert  Orr).  He  was  an 
officer  in  the  militia  as  early  as  1746.  He  kept  a 
record  of  daily  occurrences  for  a  few  years,  which  is 
extant,  and  was  a  respected  and  useful  citizen.  He 
died  April  15,  1769,  age  sixty-one. 

Capt.  David  Kingman,  son  of  Lieut.  David  and 
Mary  (Haywood)  Kingman,  was  born  Feb.  26,  1733, 
married  Abigail  Hall  in  1752,  and  had  five  sons  and 
three  daughters.  They  were  Nathan,  Molly,  Ezra, 
Nabby,  Eunice,  David,  David,  and  Barzillai.  He,  as 
Lis  father  had  been,  was  a  country  merchant.  We 
find  that  on  Dec.  20,  1757,  he  waa  licensed  to  sell 
tea,  coffee,  and  chinaware.  About  1765  he  removed 
from  the  Robinson  neighborhood  to  Central  Street, 
and  lived  iu  a  house  which  stood  where  the  late 
Daniel  P.  Edson  lived  and  died.     A  few  feet  east  of 


in  East  Bridgewater, — Nicholas  Byram  and  Thomas 
Whitman, — and  on  the  mother's  was  the  fourth  in  de- 
scent from  Capt.  Miles  Standish,  the  Pilgrim.  He 
married,  Oct.  11,  1764,  Lydia,  daughter  of  David 
and  Joanna  (Hayward)  Snow.  Children  :  Lydia,  born 
July  29,  1765;  Elizabeth,  April  24,  1767;  James, 
Feb.  4,  1769.  His  wife  died  April  25,  1771,  and  he 
married,  Aug.  5,  1773,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Josiah 
and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Whitman.  Children  :  Cath- 
arine, born  July  4,  1775  ;  Bathsheba,  June  8,  1777  ; 
Josiah,  March  29,  1779;  Alfred,  March  30,  1781  ; 
Obadiah,  March  22, 1783  ;  Nathaniel,  Dee.  25, 1785  : 
Hosea,  Feb.  20,  1788;  John,  Feb.  4,  1790;  Abigail, 
May  10,  1793;  Bernard,  June  8, 1796  ;  Jason,  April 
30,  1799.  His  wife  died  Sept.  16,  1S13,  aged  sixty- 
two.  Three  of  his  sons — Nathaniel,  Bernard,  and 
Jason — were  educated  at   Harvard   University,  and 


the  house  was  his  store.  The  number  of  country  }  became  settled  pastors  of  churches.  His  daughter, 
merchants  at  that  time  was  not  large,  and  this  store  I  Bathsheba,  was  a  devoted  school-teacher.  Her  ex- 
becaiue  a  famous  place  of  resort.  Here  he  supplied  '  perience  iu  imparting  instruction  was  uncommon.  She 
the  Bridgewater  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army  lived  to  a  great  age,  and  it  could  be  truly  said  of  her 
with  ready-made  clothing.      Near  the  opening  of  the  I  that  she  taught  four  gtnerations. 


Revolution  he  was  elected  commander  of  the  local 
militia  in  the  East  District,  or  ea.st  half  of  the  East 
Precinct,  of  Bridgewater,  and  continued  in  that  office 
till  1784.  In  1780  he  represented  Bridgewater  at 
the  General  Court.  He  was  an  energetic  business 
man,  and  interested  in  iron  manufactures,  being  an 
owner  in  the  forges  of  the  Exst  and  South   Parishes. 


We  have  said  that  Deacon  Whitman  was  a  remark- 
able man.  But  if  it  be  asked,  "  What  great  things 
did  he  do?"  it  must  be  answered,  he  was  not  promi- 
nent as  a  statesman,  a  warrior,  an  inventor,  or  an 
artisan,  or  as  a  highly-educated  man.  He  was  by 
trade  a  carpenter,  was  a  plain  mechanic  and  a  farmer. 
He  never  boasted  of  any  attainments  he  had  made 


He  was  cheerful,  complaisant,  and  had  a  great  fond-  j  or  any  property  that  he  had  acquired.  The  writer 
ness  for  children,  who  reciprocated  his  regard  for  1  recalls  hb  appearance  as  he  was  in  the  daily  course  of 
them.  His  kindness  to  strangers  was  proverbial,  i  life's  duties,  on  his  farm,  in  his  craving  the  Divine 
many  of  whom  could  bear  witness  to  his  hospitality.  1  blessing  before  partaking  of  the  evening  meal,  and  in 
Ardently  attached  to  the  clergy,  he  was  gratified  if  he  |  his  attendance  on  the  services  of  the  sanctu;iry.  lie 
could  lighten  their  labors  and  promote  the  welfare  of  1  seemed  to  be  about  as  near  to  a  complete  model  of  an 
the  people.  He  was  fond  of  music,  and  was  for  many  >  exact  balance  of  the  powers,  spiritual,  intellectual,  and 
56 
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boJily,  as  it  is  ever  pennitted  huiuaoity  to  reacii.  His 
eaily  school  uducutioii  was  scanty  iudeod,  but  lie  road, 
when  opportuuity  offered,  the  history  of  past  events, 
and  carel'ully  noted  what  was  taking  place  in  the  com- 
munity, so  that  he  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence.  "  In  regard  to  his  mode  of  laboring,  he 
was  seldom,  if  ever,  iu  haste,  but  always  industrious. 
It  has  been  said  that  he  was  never  known  to  do  a 
great  day's  work, — one  which  might  overtask  liis 
powers  and  break  down  his  strength  and  destroy  his 
health,  while  it  secured  for  him  a  reputation  fur  as- 
tonishing feats  of  strength  or  activity.  But,  it  has 
been  added,  there  was  no  man  who  performed  more 
labor  during  the  year  tiian  Deacon  Whitman.  Nor 
was  this  done  by  working  late  at  night  or  at  unusual 
hours.  He  generally  completed  the  labors  of  the  day 
by  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  spent  the  evening  with 
his  family.  Tiie  way  in  which  he  performed  so  much 
labor  during  the  year  was  by  a  diligent  improvement 
of  the  time  during  the  liours  of  broad  daylight.  He 
did  not  drive,  he  did  not  dally.  He  went  straight 
forward,  always  finding  something  to  do,  always  dili- 
gently employed.  This  was  not  merely  his  course  on 
some  days,  but  on  all  days.  If  the  weather  was  un- 
favorable to  out-door  labor,  and  he  was  confined  by 
storm,  still  he  had  some  employment  provided,  that  so 
he  might  not  be  compelled  to  spend  even  a  rainy  day 
iu  idleness." 

As  to  food  and  drink,  generally  favored  with  a 
good  appetite,  he  wished  to  eat  that  which  was  whole- 
some, but  had  no  anxiety  as  to  tlie  particular  kind  of 
food  which  was  to  be  set  before  liim  at  the  next  meal. 
Ho  could  cat  animal  food  if  plainly  cooked,  or  vege- 
table, but  ate  in  moderation.  As  to  the  u.se  of  ardent 
spirits  as  a  beverage,  before  temperance  organizations 
had  been  formed  he  was  set  against  them.  Ho  always 
held  in  grateful  remembrance  the  sound  religious 
training  which  his  parents  had  given  him.  Ho  had 
no  anxiety  to  become  rich.  He  was  grateful  if  he 
could  by  industry  aud  fidelity  muke  his  home  com- 
fortable. He  was  of  decided  religious  opinions,  but 
while  he  held  to  convictions  obtained  by  a  careful 
study  of  the  word  of  God,  ho  possessed  complete 
charity  towards  others  who  might  differ  from  him  in 
religious  Benlinients.  In  liis  estimation,  the  object  of 
living  was  the  formation  and  mainteuauee  of  a  rdi;;- 
ious  character. 

Gen.  Silvanus  Lazell,  who  was  born  in  East  Bridge- 
water  in  1752,  aud  who  died  there  in  1827,  was  one  to 
whose  enterprise  the  town  was  greatly  indebted.  He 
began  life  iu  humble  circumstances,  but  readily  sur- 
uiountod  difficulties.  From  a  common  farm-laborer, 
he  became  a  cobbler.      His  ambition  was  to  be  a  suc- 


cessful trader.  He  began  by  keeping  a  few  articles 
of  merchandise  in  bis  shop-window.  Constantly  add- 
ing to  his  means  he,  after  a  few  years,  had  a  atore  uii 
what  was  subsequently  tlie  turnpike  {  iiow  Bodfoid 
Street),  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  cio.<.-ing  uf 
Union  and  Bedford  Streets. 

Ambiliou.s  to  see  the  town  prosper,  he  rendered 
substantial  aid  to  enterprising  young  nicn.  He  in- 
duced Samuel  Rogers  to  come  to  East  liridgewatcr 
in  1788,  furnished  him  a  simp,  and  enabled  him  tu 
engage  in  the  business  of  clockmaking.  Iu  l.SUU  he 
assisted  Nathaniel  Cross,  wiio  came  fVmn  Kxctur, 
N.  H.,  and  Bartholomew  Trow,  from  Ch.irK-.-.town,  to 
start  a  successful  career  of  cariiage-niakiiiL;.  James 
Siddall,  who  came  from  Donca.ster,  Eiigluiid,  in  ISH), 
and  was  shipwrecked  on  his  passage,  w;i>  met  in 
Boston,  and  encouraged  by  Gen.  Lazell,  who  invited 
him  to  settle  in  East  Bridgeivater,  prepareil  a  .,h(ip 
fur  him,  aud  started  him  in  the  bu.iiness  ,.f  lilack- 
smithing,  in  which  Mr.  Siddall  coiitiiuied  till  near 
the  close  of  his  life,  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five.  It  was  chiefly  through  Gen.  Lazoll's  influuuee 
that  the  turnpike  was  chartered  in  18(1-1,  and  built  in 
1S05-6,  from  near  the  Great  Ponds  in  .^liddlelJo^o' 
to  the  Braiutree  and  Weymouth  turnpike.  Forging 
and  nail-making  were  each  advanced  by  his  cue  and 
foresight. 

In  1798  he  erected  in  East  Bridgewater  vill.ige  the 
house  now  owned  aud  occupied  by  Heiiiy  Ilubart. 
The  grounds  were  laid  out  by  himself  in  a  tasteful 
manner,  and  were  much  admired  by  the  passing 
traveler. 

Capt.  Ezra  Kingman,  son  uf  Capt  David  and  .Abi- 
gail (Hall)  Kingman,  was  born  in  East  Bridgewater, 
Aug.  15,  175G,  and  married  Nov.  14,  17H2.  .Susanna, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Susanna  (Keith)  Whitiuan. 
Their  children  were  Susanna,  Nathan.  Hannah,  Ezra, 
Melzar,  Charlotte,  and  Caroline.  He  was  n  merchant 
in  East  Bridgewater.  About  1785  lie  built  a  store  on 
Central  Street,  near  the  common,  where  Luke  Wuice.s- 
ter  now  lives,  and  continued  in  trade  then-  till  abuut 
1820.  He  was  a  correct  business  iikui,  and  was  (nie 
of  the  selectmen  of  Bridgewater  fur  twenty  year-. 
He  was  also  for  many  years  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the 
East  Parish.  It  was  said  of  him  that  he  was  ever 
seeking  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  town. 

He  was  commissioned  adjutant  of  the  Third  Regi- 
ment, First  Brigade,  in  1781,  aud  captain  of  the 
militia  in  17U3.  He  represented  Bridgewater  at  the 
General  Court  in  1812  and  181G.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  he  was  much  interested  in  church  inusie, 
and  was  for  several  years  chorister  uf  the  parish.  He 
was  a  forbearing  man,  of  gentle   manners,  and   tein- 
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perute   in   all  things.      He  died  Jan.  24,  1831,  aged 
sevcuty-Cour. 

David  Kingman,  son  of  Capt.  David  and  Abigail 
(Hall)  Kitigman,  was  born  iu  East  Biidgevirater,  Nov. 
27,  170L!.  He  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  of  Mendon, 
Muss.,  and  had  one  son,  George  G.,  and  eight  daugh- 
ters,— Sophia,  Eliza,  Mary,  Nabby,  Jane,  Lucy,  Su- 
>anna,  and  Frances.  He  was  a  very  active  busiiie.ss 
man,  and  engaged  in  ship-building  at  Hanover  Four 
Coiuers.  In  that  village  he  erected,  in  1788,  a  store 
and  a  hou.ie  which  has  been  used  as  a  hotel  for  many 
yeai-s.  He  was  also  engaged  in  ship-building  at  Bel- 
i'ast.  Me.  After  the  decease  of  Rev.  Sauiuel  Angler, 
of  East  Bridgewater,  he  purchased  the  Angler  house 
aud  ground.s,  took  down  the  old  "  manse,"  whicli 
had  stood  for  more  than  eighty  years,  and  erected  a 
large  dwelling-house  and  several  other  buildings. 

He  died  April  27,  1812,  aged  forty  years.  A  few 
years  after  his  deeexse  the  buildings  were  all  removed, 
aud  the  house  with  some  additions  is  now  the  Hyland 
House  in  Bridgewater  village. 

Hon.  Ezekicl  Whitman  was  born  March  9,  1776, 
and  was  the  only  son  of  Josiah  aud  Sarah  (Sturte- 
vant)  Whitman.  His  birthplace  was  a  house  which 
stood  ui;t  far  from  Elmwood  (formerly  JoppaJ  bridge, 
and  but  a  few  feet  from  the  residence  of  Irving  Bates. 
His  father  died  when  the  child  was  two  years  old, 
leaving  the  mother  with  little  means  to  support  her 
two  children.  When  the  boy  was  seven  years  of  age, 
on  his  mother's  second  marriage  (to  Jacob  Mitchell), 
his  uncle,  Rev.  Levi  Whitman,  of  Welllieet,  kindly 
received  him  into  his  family,  and  instructed  him  and 
treated  him  with  a  tenderness  Judsre  Whitman  always 
remembered  with  the  deepest  gratitude.  His  coolness 
and  fearlessness  of  spirit  were  manifested  when,  while 
he  was  a  small  boy,  daring  freshets  on  the  Joppa 
River,  the  low  bridge  affording  but  an  insecure  pas- 
sage over  the  swollen  stream  for  foot  passengers,  he 
would  mount  a  horse  and  take  one  passenger  after 
another  across.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began 
preparation  for  college  under  the  instruction  of  Rev. 
Kilborn  Whitman,  of  Pembroke,  and  after  fifteen 
months  of  preparation  was  admitted  a  student  of 
Brown  University,  in  1791.  At  intervals,  during  his 
college  course,  he  taught  school  in  Mnns&eld  and 
elsewhere  in  order  to  eke  out  his  scanty  means  of 
support.  After  graduating,  in  1795,  finding  himself 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  funds,  he  was  for  a  while 
disheartened,  but  was  soon  encouraged  to  commence 
the  study  of  the  law,  and  accordingly  entered  the 
office  of  Benjamin  Whitman,  Esq.,  at  Hanover  Four 
Corners.  Remaining  there  but  a  little  while,  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  town  and  read  law  in  the  office 


of  Hon.   Nahum   Mitchell.      This  proved   a  valuable 
position  for  the  young  student.      In  179<),  Mr.  Whit- 
man was  induced  to  go  to  the  new  State  of  Kentucky 
to  establish  claims  to  certain  tracts  of  land  belonging 
to  persons  in  this  part  of  the  country.     He  performed 
the  whole  journey  to  Kentucky  on    horseback,  and 
having  remained  a  year  and  successfully  accipmplished 
the  object  of  his  journey,  returned   to   .Mas.sachusetts 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  went.     He  was  admitted  to 
the  Plymouth  bar  early  in  1799,  and  in  April  of  the 
same   year  started   ou    horseback    for   Turner   iu  the  • 
State  of  Maiue,  where  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
law,  but  seeing  a  better  opening  in  the   town  of  New 
Gloucester,  Me.,  removed  there  and  opened  an  office 
in    the  following   September.      He    married   Oct.  31, 
1799,   Hannah,  daughter  of    Gushing    Mitchell,    of 
East  Bridgewater,  and  sister  of  his  legal  instructor. 
While  a  resident  of  New  Gloucester  he  was  held  in 
great  respect,  and   his   business   continued  to   thrive 
and  increase.     In  January,  1807,  he  established  him- 
self iu  Portland,  Me.     In  this  new  and   much  larger 
field  he  found  abundant  exercise  for  his  legal   talents. 
His  discernment,  calmness,   and  candor  gave  him  as 
an  advocate  much  power  in  the  courts.     He  rendered 
great  service  to  the  merchants  in  establishing  their 
claims  under  the  treaty  of  the  United  States  with 
Spain  in  1819,  and  that  with  France  in  1831. 

Among  the  many  students  who  enjoyed  his  in- 
structions were  the  late  Hon.  Simon  Greeuleaf  and 
the  late  ex-Governor  Parris,  of  Maine.  He  wa.s 
elected  a  representative  in  Congress  four  times,  viz., 
in  1808,  1816,  1818,  1820.  In  1815  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Executive  Council  of  Massachusetts.  In 
1816  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention  held  at 
Brunswick,  Me.,  to  tonsider  the  question  of  the 
separation  of  Maine  from  Massachusetts.  While  a 
member  of  Congress,  in  1819,  the  important  question 
was  debated  whether  Mi.ssouri  should  be  admitted  a 
State  with  a  clause  in  the  bill  prohibiting  slavery. 
Mr.  Whitman  recorded  his  testimony  in  favor  of  the 
restriction.  After  Maine  became  a  State  he  was  an 
unsuccessful  candidate  for  Governor. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  1822,  Mr.  Whitman  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Parris  chief  justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
in  December,  1841,  he  was  appointed  chief  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  which  office  he  held  until  his 
resignation  in  October,  1848,  having  served  in  the 
capacity  of  judge  more  than  twenty-six  years.  His 
wife  died  suddenly,  after  a  sickness  of  a  few  hours, 
March  28,  1852,  and  in  the  following  October  he 
returned  to  pass  the  remnant  of  his  days  among  the 
scenes   of   his  childhood,   "  free,"  as    he   said,   "  to 
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breathe  his  own  native  air  on  his  own  ground." 
Hore,  always  temperate  and  quiet  in  all  his  habits, 
hu  calmly  awaited  the  change  of  woild.s,  which  came 
to  him  at  the  great  age  of  ninety  years  and  four 
mouths,  Aug.  1,  18GG. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


HON.    JAMES    H.    .MITCHELL. 

Hon.  James  H.  Mitchell  was  born  in  East  Bridge- 
water,  Nov.  18,  ISIL!,  and  died  June  30,  1872.  He 
was  the  youngest  son  of  Hon.  Nahum  Mitchell,  au- 
thor of  the  "  History  of  Bridgewater,"  and  Nabby,  his 
wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Gen.  Sylvanus  Lazell. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  educated  at  the  public  scliools  of 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  academies  at  Bridgewater 
and  Exeter,  N.  H.,  and  at  a  very  early  age  he  entered 
into  business  on  his  own  account.  He  was  engaged 
in  trade  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  as  a  member  of  a  tirm, 
before  he  was  of  age.  He  afterwards  settled  in  busi- 
ness at  Bangor,  Me.,  where  he  remained  several  years. 
In  1833  he  married  Harriet  Lavinia  Angier,  of  Bel- 
fast, Me.,  a  daughter  of  John  Augier,  who  was  a  son 
of  Hon.  Oakes  Angier,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  who 
lived  in  West  Bridgewater,  who  was  a  fou  of  llev. 
John  Angier,  the  tirst  minister  of  the  East  Parish  of 
Bridgewater.  Mr.  Mitchell,  while  still  a  young  man, 
weut  into  business  iu  Philadelphia  as  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Hathaway  &  Co.,  coal  merchants.  This  firm 
did  a  large  commission  business  for  the  leading  mines 
iu  Pennsylvania.  After  that  firm  was  dissolved,  Sir. 
Mitchell  continued  the  business  for  several  years 
alone.  His  trade  being  largely  with  New  England,  in 
1S50,  he  removed  to  his  native  town,  and  purchased 
the  estate  which  had  been  owned  and  occupied  by 
liev.  John  Angier,  and  by  his  son  and  successor  iu 
the  pastorate,  llev.  Samuel  Angier,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Mitchell  opened  his  office  at  02  State  Street, 
Boston,  where  he  conducted  a  large,  successful,  and 
profitable  business  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He 
was  constant  and  untiring  in  his  devotion  to  business, 
and  during  the  wliole  period  of  liis  residence  in  East 
Bridgewater,  so  long  as  health  permitted,  his  habit 
was  to  go  by  the  first,  or  7  a.m.,  train  to  Boston,  re- 
turning by  the  last,  or  5  p.m.  His  experience  in 
business  had  been  considerable.  He  had  eiijuyed 
good  fortune,  and  had  been  overwhelmed  by  misfor- 
tune, and  undeistood  well  that  success  depended  on 
industry,  economy,  and  constant  attention  to  business. 


Having  but  a  slender  fortune,  and  a  large  and  depend- 
ent family,  his  devotion  to  business  was  an  imperative 
duty,  and  he  allowed  nothing  to  interfere  with  it ;  but 
that  duty  discharged,  all  his  time  and  all  lii=  tbouglits 
were  devoted  to  his  home,  his  family,  and  friends, 
and  no  man  ever  performed  his  duty  to  wile  and  chil- 
dren with  greater  tenderness  and  tidelity  than  he,  and 
when,  in  the  midst  of  a  useful  and  apparently  vigor- 
ous life,  he  suddenly  faltered,  languished,  and  died, 
a  shadow  fell  upon  that  huuseliulJ  which  w.is  never 
lifted.  His  wife  survived  him  only  a  lew  months, 
and  died  March  IC,  1873.  He  was  u  man  of  the 
most  correct  habits,  given  to  no  excesses  in  speech  or 
conduct;  and  yet  of  social  and  generous  nature,  and 
accustomed  to  dispense  a  liberal  huspitnlity,  and  to 
extend  a  warm  and  hearty  welcome  to  his  home  and 
table  to  all  comers. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  was  a  lady  of  rare  personal  beauty 
and  of  singular  simplicity  and  purity  of  character. 
Their  life  in  Philadelphia  had  been  such  as  to  give 
them  great  social  advantages,  and  their  home  liad 
been  one  of  great  attraction.  During  tlicir  re.-iidenee 
there  they  ibrmed  the  personal  actjuaintauce  and 
friendship  of  many  of  the  most  distinguished  persons 
of  the  county  in  public  and  professional  life.  Daniel 
Webster  and  Rufus  Choate  were  among  tlicir  frcfiuent 
guests,  and  their  respect  and  regard  for  their  host  and 
hostess  were  testified  by  choice  tokens  and  gifts, 
which  are  treasured  with  pride  and  alleciion  by  their 
children. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  was  a  lady  of  great  refinemeut  and  uf 
pure  tastes,  and  a  great  lover  and  constant  reader  uf 
the  best  current  literature,  both  secular  and  religious. 
Mr.  Mitchell  shared  with  her  in  these  tastes,  and, 
though  unable  to  devote  much  time  to  their  cultiva- 
tion and  enjoyment,  he  never  failed  to  I'onter  and  en- 
courage them  in  liis  family.  Theirs  was  a  model 
home,  the  centre  of  aflection,  culture,  and  taste,  and 
none  ever  visited  it  without  pleasure,  and  few  lel't  it 
without  regret. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  public  spirited  and  enterprising, 
ready  at  all  times  to  do  liis  share  to  ])roraotc  the  be^t 
interests  of  the  town  and  community. 

The  church  of  their  choice,  the  old  society  uf  their 
ancestors,  was  an  object  of  their  wannest  att'ection, 
and  their  house  was  always  open  to  entertain  visiting 
or  exchanging  clergymen  of  their  denomination.  No 
belter  expression  can  be  given  of  the  esteem  in  which 
Mr.  Mitchell  was  held  tiian  that  found  in  a  letter 
written  at  the  time  of  his  death  to  Mrs.  Mitchell  by 
tiiat  distinguished  Unitarian  divine.  Rev.  F.  U. 
Hedge,  D.D.,  who  had  been  their  pastor  when  they 
lived  iu  Bangor,  and  a  frequent  visitor  afterwards  at 


^<^,  -^-  -^^ i^l^^^^-Z-'i^ 


HISTORY   OF   KAST    BRIDGEWATER. 


885 


tlieir  liouso,  both   in   Philadelphia  and  East   Bridge- 
water : 

"  BtiooKLiNE,  July  4,  1S72. 

"  Mv  MKAR  Mrs.  Mitchkll, — Since  I  could  not  be  present 
at  Mr.  .Mitehelt's  funeral,  I  must  write  to  say  hovr  profouniily 
I  jyuj|iuihize  with  you  in  your  bereavement.  I  think  of  you  a 
great  tleal  in  these  days,  and  knowin;;  you  as  well  as  I  do,  I 
feel  that  Llie  loss  of  a  husband  on  wlium  you  and  all  your  fam- 
ily depended  so  much  must  bo  a  terrible  blow.  I  recall  the 
time  of  our  lirst  acquaintance  in  Iian;;ur,  when  you  were  butb 
younj;,  and  I,  too,  had  the  greater  part  of  my  life  before  uie. 
I  was  then  inipresscil  with  Mr.  iMitchell's  vigor  and  his  strong 
all'ectiim  fur  you,  and  all  my  subsequent  :ic(iuaintance  has  deep- 
ened th.-it  impi'cssion. 

'•  lie  was  certainly  a  true  and  faithful  .itay  of  his  family, — 
one  who  felt  the  responsibilities  of  husband  and  father,  and  en- 
deavored to  do  full  justice  to  those  relations.  He  was  also  one 
who  fi-lt  his  obligations  as  a  citizen.  Ho  iliil  what  in  him  lay 
to  proutute  the  best  interests  of  the  church  ami  town  with 
which  111:  was  connected  by  hereditary  ties  and  affections.  I 
rejoiced  to  witness,  after  his  removal  to  liridgewater,  bis 
growth  in  nianliui'.-s,  usefulness,  and  public  spirit.  His  career 
as  a  public  man  has  been  very  honorable;  he  has  trodden  in 
the  footsteps  of  a  father  whom  be  revered  and  whom  all  re- 
vered;  he  has  worthily  fullilled  his  calling,  and  leaves  behind 
biin  a  name  of  which  his  children  may  be  proud,  and  which 
will  be  to  yon  a  precious  legacy. 

•■  I  know  how  your  heart  must  bleed  with  this  alllictiou,  and 
mine  bleeds  with  you  and  for  you.  Jlr.  Mitchell  was  my 
friend  of  m.iny  years,  and  one  to  whom — though  our  spheres 
were  so  dill'ercnt — I  felt  a  sincere  and  wurm  attachment.  T 
liope,  my  dear  friend,  that  you  will  tind  comfort  in  the  thouglit 
that  tbe.-e  bereavements  are  not  the  work  of  chance,  but  ordi- 
nations ot  infinite  wisdom  and  love,  and  these  separations  are 
not  fore\'cr.  Yours,  I  know,  will  be  the  sorrow  with  the  up- 
ward, .Hid  not  the  downward,  look, 

*•  .May  your  children  be  a  blessing  to  you.  and  may  all  divine 
consolations  attend  you. 

•*  Your  faithful  friend, 

"F.  a.  IIiiiHiE." 

Mr.  Mitchell  held  nuiuerous  public  offices,  althoiit;h 
lie  never  for  a  moment  aouj^ht  or  would  have  accepted 
any  public  position  which  eudanirered  or  seriously  in- 
terPered  with  his  regularly-established  private  busines.s, 
which  he  rcL'arded  as  the  sheet  anchor  of  his  hopes, 
upon  wliich  the  happiness  of  himself  and  family  de- 
pended. No  public  office  within  the  jxilt  of  the  people 
would  have  yielded  him  the  income  which  his  business 
furnished  and  his  necessities  demanded. 

He  Was  une  of  the  electors  of  Ma.ssachusetLs  iu 
I860,  and  had  the  distinguished  honor  of  beitij;  the 
Uies.seni;er  who  carried  tiie  electoral  Vule  of  iMassa- 
chusetus,  cast  for  Abrahaui  Lincoln,  to  Washington, 
iu  January,  1861.  He  was  twice  elected  to  the  Mtis- 
sachuactts  Senate,  serving  in  the  ycai's  1S6"J  and  18(i3. 
He  wa.s  one  of  the  in.spectors  of  the  State  Altushousc, 
at  Bridgewater,  almost  constantly  from  its  establish- 
ment to  his  death,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  institution.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  not  by 
nature  a  partisan,  and  was   never  inclined   to   engage 


in  political  controversy.  He  was,  however,  an  active 
Republican  from  the  urganizalion  of  that  party  to  the 
day  of  his  death.  During  the  period  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  of  ISGl,  he  and  his  patriotic  wife  were 
foremost  in  good  words  and  works  in  promoting  the 
Union  cause.  Nothing  which  patriotism  or  charity 
demanded  of  them  was  left  undone. 
Their  children  were  tiie  following: 
Henry  Hedge,  married  Mary  Texauna  Whiteliurst, 
of  Norfolk,  Va. 

Grace  Webster,  married    Horace   Parker  C'hanJler, 
j  Esi|.,  of  Boston. 

!       Helen  Angler,  married  Thomas  B.  Hedge,  of  Plym- 
outh.    She  is  now  a  widow. 
I       Sophia  Ripley,  married    Frederick   Westwood,   of 
I  England. 

Jennet  Orr,  married  Charles  W.  Copeland,  of  West. 
Bridiiewater. 

William  Davis,  born  1853;  died  1S71. 
Lavinia    Hathaway,   married  Theodore   W.  Stead- 
man,  now  of  Omaha,  Neb. 


CUARLES    WESCOTT   IIAKRIS. 

Charles  Wescott  Harris  was  born  inSmithfield,  R.  I., 
Aug.  12,  1822.  He  was  the  sou  of  Handy  Harris  and 
Abigail  Kent.  The  father  began  life  as  a  Methodist 
preacher,  but  early  entered  a  medical  college  in  New 
York,  from  which  he  graduated  and  then  entered 
upon  the  homoeopathic  practice  of  medicine,  spend- 
ing a  large  part  of  his  life  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth, 
Barnstable  Co. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  early  iu  life  developed 
a  love  for  the  profession  of  his  father.  He  entered 
the  New  York  Homoeopathic  College  about  184G, 
and  graduated  from  it  after  a  full  term  of  study. 
He  began  practice  in  the  city  of  Taunton,  Bristol 
Co.,  with  Dr.  Barrows,  remaining  there,  however, 
but  a  short  time. 

From  the  time  of  his  removal  from  Taunton  till 
August,  1851,  he  practiced  in  Wareham,  Plymouth 
Co.,  but  he  then  returned  to  Taunton,  where  he  re- 
mained till  July,  1854.  His  many  patients  iu  \Vare- 
ham  at  this  time  induced  him  to  return  to  them,  uud 
the  next  ten  years  he  was  a  resident  of  that  town, 
accumulating,  during  this  period,  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive practice,  which  extended  into  all  the  adjoiuiug 
towns.  His  circuit  here  was  a  very  extensive  one, 
making  it  necessary  to  ride  many  hours  every  day. 
The  severity  of  his  professional  labors  begau  to  ad- 
monish him  by  the  recurrence  of  a  physical  infirmity, 
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from  wliicli  he  liad  for  years  suiferud  more  or  less, 
tliui  he  must  give  up  so  large  a  pmctice,  or  at  least 
seek  one  wliich  did  not  require  sueli  severe  exposure 
to  the  weather.  Accordingly  in  1SG4  lie  removed  to 
the  city  of  Provideuce,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
long  before  the  end  of  which  li-e  found  his  eiieigies 
again  overtaxed  by  his  professional  work. 

In  the  year  18GG  he  removed  to  East  Bridgewater, 
Plymouth  Co.,  where  he  settled  upon  the  homestead 
of  his  wife,  Lucinda  K.  Keith,  whom  he  had  married 
in  1850.  He  was  greatly  devoted  to  agricultural  and 
liorticultural  pursuits,  and  it  liad  been  one  of  the 
fondest  dreams  of  his  life  that  he  might  some  day  be 
permitted  to  lay  aside  his  professional  cares  and  gain 
health  and  pleasure  in  indulging  in  tliese  oeeupa- 
tiuiis.  Adding  by  purchase  to  tiie  bounds  of  the 
farm,  he  soon  made  it  attractive  and  interesting  to 
all ;  but  ho  w;is  not  long  allowed  to  enjoy  this  mode 
of  life. 

lie  was  a  physician  whom  patients  sought,  and 
here  he  was  soon  sought  out  by  those  who  adopt  his 
metliods  of  practice.  His  experience  at  Wareham 
Was  soon  repeated,  and  lung  before  his  death,  whicli 
occurred  May  24,  1884,  his  business  had  become  very 
extensive.  He  had  patieuts  in  nearly  all  the  surround- 
ing towns. 

Besides  being  a  skillful  and  safe  physician,  he  was 
possessed  of  a  most  enviable  disposition  ;  gentle  as  a 
woman,  kind-liearted,  sympathelic,  and  generous,  liis 
features  always  lighted  by  a  pleasant  smile,  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  sick-chamber  was  most  welcome  to 
the  suffering  victim  of  disease.  The  expressions  of 
love  and  esteem  from  tlie  numerous  throng  of  relatives 
and  friends  which  gathered  about  his  grave  on  tiiat 
mild  day  in  May  was  a  more  elo(|Uent  testimonial  to 
his  goodness  and  his  merits  than  any  words  of  eulogy 
which  we  can  write  or  utter. 

Dr.  Harris  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Union 
Orthodox  Church  in  East  Bridgewater  during  ids 
residence  in  tliat  town,  and  was  also  a  member  of 
Salucket  Lodge  of  Ma.ions,  in  the  same  town. 

His  wife,  Lucinda,  with  whom  he  lived  happily 
and  as  a  devoted  husband,  died  in  January,  1881. 


JAMES   SIDNEY    ALLEN. 

Hon.  James  Sidney  Allen,  sou  of  Sidney  Allen 
and  Mehitabel  Dyer  Bates,  daughter  of  Moses  Bates, 
of  East  Bridgewater,  was  born  in  East  Bridgewater, 
July  o,  1831.  His  boyhood  was  passed  in  his 
native  town,  where  he  received  the  educational 
advantages  afforded  by  the  common   schools  of  that 


I  day.     Industry    was   one   of  his    marked    charactcr- 
i  istics,   and   at   the   early   age   of  seventeen   years   he 
had  arrived  at  that  proficiency  which   enabled  him  to 
command  a  man's  wages  in    the   tack-factory  and  aloo 
in  making  shoes.     From  that  time  until  twenty  years 
of  age    he    made    shoes    for    various    manufacturers. 
Then   he   commenced   in  a  small  way  on   his  own  ac- 
count in  West  Bridgewater,  and  from  that  time  tu  the 
I  present,  except   three  j'ears  (185li-;")5),  he   has   bet-n 
■  manufacturing.      He  continued   the   business  in  ]']a^t 
Bridgewater  until  187-,  when  he  erected  a  faelory  in 
Brockton,  and   has  since   carried  on   the  business  in 
that  city.      In   the  beginning  uf  the  business  in  East 
Bridgewater  the  production  was  .small   and   but   few 
persons  were  employed.     It  has  increased  until  at  the 
present  time  the  annual  production  amounts  to  nearly 
three  hundred  thou.sand  dollars,  and  one  hundred  and 
'  fifty  hands  are  employed.     Mr.  Allen  resided  in  West 
j  Bridgewater  four  years,  from  1848  to  185:!,  when  lie 
I  went  to  Campello  and  remained  nearly  two  years,  and 
.  then   returned  to  his   native   town,  where  he  now  re- 
'  sides. 

Oct.  6,  1852,  he  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 
Porter  Churchill,  daughter  of  Deacon  Charles 
Churchill,  of  West  Bridgewater.  Two  children  sur- 
vive, viz..  Dr.  Bradford  Allen,  now  a  piacticiiig 
physician  in  Brockton,  and  Louise,  who  was  born  in 
1805.  Dr.  Allen  was  born  Jan.  2."^,  1857.  He 
graduated  from  Amlierst  College  in  1878,  and  from 
the  Harvard  Medical  College  in  1882,  and  completed 
his  medical  studies  abroad,  at  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  at 
the  Rotunda  Hospital  in  Dublin,  one  of  the  cele- 
brated institutions  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Allen's  wife  died  in  1870,  and  in  1871  he 
married  Alice,  daughter  of  Josiah  Richards,  1'].m|.,  of 
West  Bridgewater.  She  was  a  teacher  in  Bridgewater 
Normal  School.  Their  family  consists  of  three  chil- 
dren, viz.,  Lyman  Richards,  born  187!)  ;  James  Sid- 
ney, Jr.,  187ti  ;  and  Elbert  Grover,  1871). 

Mr.  Allen  has  ever  been  tlioroughly  identified  with 
the  interests  of  his  native  town  and  county,  and  all 
measures  tending  to  advance  the  welfare  of  either 
have  found  in  him  an  earnest  advocate.  He  has  been 
called  to  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
He  has  been  selectman  and  on  the  school  committee 
of  East  Bridgewater,  representative  in  tlie  Legisla- 
ture in  1804  and  again  in  1871,  and  for  two  terms, 
1882  and  1883,  was  senator  from  the  Plymouth 
Second  District.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union 
Congregational  Church  at  East  Bridgewater. 
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HON.    WILLARD    PHILLIPS. 

Hull.  Willaid  Phillips,  son  of  Joseph  Phillip.s,  was 
born  ill  Ejst  Biidgcwator,  Doc.  19,  1784,  but  as  liis 
family  removed  to  Hauijjshire  County  while  he  was  a 
child,  the  most  uf  his  youlli  was  passed  in  different 
towns  of  that  locality,  one  of  which  was  CummiDj^ton, 
where  lie  lived  several  years.  Up  to  the  age  of  uioe- 
teeii  he  enjoyed  no  advantajres  of  education,  except 
the  couimon  district  scliools  of  that  neighborhood,  but 
liad  protited  so  well  by  their  iu.'-tructions  tliafut 
eighteen  he  taught  a  school  in  the  neighboring  town 
of  Go>hen.  At  nineteen,  iiaviug  for  a  few  months 
taught  a  second  school  at  Chesterfield,  lie  began 
studying  Latia  under  the  instruction  of  bis  friend 
and  townsman,  Calvin  Briggs,  a  medical  student  at 
that  time  with  Dr.  Bryant,  tlie  father  of  our  great 
poet,  William  Cullen  Bryant. 

Having  decided,  in  spite  of  many  obstacles,  to  enter 
Harvard  College,  Sir.  Phillips  studied  and  resided  for 
some  time  with  James  Thomas,  Esq.,  of  East  Bridge- 
water  ;  afterwards  studied  with  Rev.  Mr.  Niles,  of 
Abinglon,  completing  his  preparatory  course  at 
Bridgcwater  Academy,  then  under  the  care  of  Ricli- 
arJ  Sanger,  who  hud  been  tutor  at  Harvard.  After 
more  than  two  years  alternate  study  and  school- 
keeping,  in  ISOG,  he  was  admitted  a  student  at 
Harvard.  After  graduating,  he  taught  for  a  time  in 
Boston,  which  calling  he  gave  up  on  being  appointed 


to  a  tutorship  at  Harvard.  During  intervals  of  his 
duties  there  he  studied  law,  and  on  resigning  liis 
position  as  tutor  entered  the  law-office  of  Benjamin 
Gurham,  of  Boston,  as  junior  partner.  In  1825 
and  1S2G  he  was  representative  to  the.General  Court. 
From  1839  to  1847  he  was  judge  of  prob;ite  for  Suf- 
folk County,  giving  up  the  practice  of  law  in  1845. 
In  1843  he  became  president  of  the  American  Life 
Insurance  Company,  holding  the  office  until  1SG.1. 
Judge  Phillips  is  known  as  author  of  valuable  works, 
both  political  and  legal.  For  several  years  lie  was 
both  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Avicriaut  Jurist. 
From  1837  to  1841  he  was  one  of  the  commLsaioners 
appointed  by  Governor  Everett  for  reducing  "  the  law 
of  crimes  and  punishments  to  a  systematic  code." 
He  wrote  several  articles  in  the  "  Eucyclopujdia 
Americana,"  and,  with  Edward  Pickering,  edited 
the  first  American  edition  of  "  Collyer  on  Partner- 
ship." 

Judge  Phillips  married,  June  12,  1833,  Hannah 
Brackett  Hill,  daughter  of  Hon.  Aaron  and  Hannah 
(Quiucy)  Hill.  Mr.  Hill  was  for  many  years  post- 
master of  Boston.  His  wife  died  Feb.  25,  1837. 
He  married,  Sept.  3,  1838,  her  sister,  Harriet  Hill. 
Judge  Phillips  died  at  his  residence  in  Cambridge  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  9,  1873,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  His  only  surviving  child  is  Willard  Quiucy 
Phillips,  Esq.,  a  son  of  the  first  marriage. 
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CIIAPTKll     I.  ;  the  river  flowing  through  Brockton,  eulIcJ  S;iliabury 

1  River  in   that  city,  flows   through   ihe   northeasterly 
GEOGRAPHICAL -TOl'OfiRAl'IlICAL-ECCLESIAS.    j  part  of  this  town.  Called   here   M^utflehl  River,  has  an 

*■'  I  excellent  mill  privilege  in  tliis  town. 

The-  First  Settlements  —  First  Congregational  Society  — Old  ;  ■'^^  excellent  water-power  near  the  centre  of  the 
Meeting-IIoiises  — Kcv.  Jamc3  Keith  —  Ills  Ministry  —  The  |  town,  on  Town  River,  where  a  griuiJin"--uiill,  saw- 
OKI  Hou^o  of  Rev.  J.-,.ues  Keitb-Its  Location,  ete.-In-  |  ,uiii_  ^  branch  of  0.  A.nes  &  SoDs"  shovef-manufacto- 
\cutory  of   Rev.  James   Jieith— Raptist  Chuieli— Tlic  New   :      ■  ,         ,  ,  ,     •        , 

Jerusalem  Soeiety-Methodist  Cl.ureb.  !    '''°^    ''"'^    °'-''^''    ""^''''^     °'^^^  S'='"'^'    '^    t'"^  S'^e    ^here 

I  Deacon  Samuel  Edsou  built  the  tirst  mill  in  the  an- 
TuE  town  of  West  Bridgewater'  is  located  in  the  j  tieut  town  of  Bridgewater  soon  after  its  settlement, 
nortliweaterii  part  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  as  !  -"^■"^  ""  another  dam,  called  Ames'  Dam,  just  below 
follows  :  On  the  north  by  Brockton,  on  the  east  by  i  '■''^  uiain  dam,  is  where  shovels  were  lirst  made  by 
East  Bridgewater,  ou  tlie  south  by  Bridgewater,  and  '  O.  Ames'  ancestor.  Also,  as  recently  as  1 S20  or  18"J  1, 
on  the  west  by  Bristol  County.  I  there  was  a  mill   at  this  place  where  wool  was  carded 

The  town  is  generally  level  aud  well  watered.  The  |  '""^  made  into  rolls  for  spinning,  and  a  njill  whore  the 
north  aud  northwesterly  part  is  higher  and  somewhat  '  cloth  was  fulled,  colored,  and  dressed  ;  and  the  farmers 
undulated;  and  the  south  aud  southeasterly  part  lower  1  °^  ''''*  *d'^  adjoining  towns  brought  the  .shearing  of 
and  flat.  It  has  a  strong  soil  and  the  cultivated  parts  |  '•''•^'''  flocks,  first  to  be  carded,  and,  after  the  wives 
are  generally  fertile,  much  of  it,  having  a  clayey  sub-  j  ="'J  daughters  had  spun  and  wove  it,  again  to  he 
stratum,  very  good  grass  lands.     Swampy  forests  are  I  <;ulored  and  dressed. 

prevalent,  aud  natural  meadows  abound.  The  Hock-  i  -A-  broad,  low  rock,  a  few  rods  below  the  mills,  on 
omock  meadows  in  the  southeasterly  part  skirting  the  '''<^  north  side  of  the  stream,  is  now  to  be  seen,  upon 
river  form  a  range  of  over  three  hundred  acres.  '  wlyeh,  tradition   says,  Old   Minister   Keith   stood  to 

Its  waters  are  the  Town  River,  the  outlet  of  Nippe-  i  P^ach  his  first  sermon  to  this  people,  fruui  the  text, 
nicket  Pond,  and  a  tributary  of  Taunton  Great  River,  '  "  Behold,  I  caunot  speak  ;  for  I  am  a  child"  (Jer.  i. 
which  enters  the  town  iu  the  southwest  and  flows  '^)>  'i  ltJt>3.  probably,  he  being  about  twenty  years 
through   the  centre  in    a   crescent  course  and  leaves     "'i^- 

the  town  in  the  southeasterly  part.  The   first  .settlements   in    ancient    Bridgewater,   as 

Several  other  rivers  and  rivulets,  coming  from  the  :  '*'''°  '■''^  Arst  iu  the  interior  of  the  Old  Colony,  wore 
north,  enter  Town  River  in  its  course  through  the  j  made  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  present  town 
town;  the  most  westerly  one  coming  through  Easton,  i  ^^'  West  Bridgewater  in  1651.  The  first  .settlors 
called  Hockoiuock  River,  in  this  town,  affords  a  "ood  ''^"^  ^  house-lot  of  six  acres  each  granted  them  on  the 
mill-power  iu  the  northwest  part,  flows  south  and  '^owu  River,  aud  the  plantation  was  called  Nuckatost, 
joins  the  main  stream  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  o""  Nuncketetest.  The  settlement  was  compact,  the 
poud  in  the  town  of  Bridgewater.  A  smaller  stream,  i  house-lots  being  contiguous  for  mutual  protection 
called  West-Meadow  Brook,  in  the  westerly  part,  '  against  the  Indians,  and,  as  a  further  protection 
having  its  source  in  Brockton  and  flowing  southerly,  '  against  the  incursions  of  the  natives,  the  inhabitants 
near  Cochessett  village,  also  afiords  a  mill-power  ;   and      erected  a  stockade  or   garrison   on   the   south   side  of 

",  ,,            ,     ..   ,          ,    ,.                              ■  '  the  river,  and  also  fortified   many  of  their  dwellings. 

lor  luueb  ol  the  early  lustory  of  tliia  town,  inoludin"  the  ;    i-"             i  •          •    •      i           i                i          ■ 

Indian  grant,  King  Philip's   war,  Revolutionary  war,  etc.,  .he  '    ^' ™"'  "'"*  Original    settlement  locations  Werc  made  11. 

reader  is  referred   to  the   history  of  Ancient  Bridgewater  and  Other   portions    of  the    town,  and    in    IGOH,  seventeen 

Bridgewater  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  i  years  after  their  first   location,  a  jury  of  twelve  men 
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were  iiupaneled,  and  laid  out  four  roads  for  public 
coriveiiicucc,  two  of  them  startinir  from  the  tueetini;- 
hou3e  of  1G61,  ooe  leading  toward  Boston  and  one 
toward  Taunton,  and  two  others  branciiinj?  off  from 
these  two  roads,  one  at  Sandy  Hill,  leading  toward 
Plymoutii,  and  one  at  the  head  of  Edward  Fobes' 
two  house-lots  toward  the  Great  Meadows. 

First  Congregational  Society. — The  first  moet- 
iuij-house  was  erected  in  West  Bridsrewater  about 
IGGO.  It  was  built  of  logs  near  the  site  of  Simeon 
Dunbar's  house. 

The  second  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1674, 
opposite  where  Maj.  J.  D.  Barrill  lives.  Its  size  was 
forty  by  twenty-six  tieet,  fourteen  feet  studs,  at  an  e.^c- 
peusc  of  fourscore  pounds,  not  including  "  the  making 
of  gallaries  or  seating,  ten  pounds  in  money,  ten  pounds 
in  merchantable  boards  at  four  shillings  a  hunilred." 

The  third  meetiug-house  was  built  on  the  site  of 
the  second  building  in  1739.  Committee  of  the  old 
house,  Nicholas  Byram,  John  Washburn,  Samuel 
Allen,  John  Ames,  Deacon  John  Willis,  and  Good- 
man (Samuel)  Edson.  Committee  of  the  new  one, 
Jonathan  Hayward,  Jr.,  Israel  Packard,  Thomas  Hay- 
ward  i^od),  Ephraira  Fobes,  and  Ephraim  Hayward; 
size  of  the  house,  fifty  by  thirty-eight  feet,  twenty- 
two  feet  posts,  covered  with  shingles  ;  eleven  places  for 
pews  .-(old  for  one  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds  ten 
shillings  sixpence.  A  pew  was  built  on  the  left  of 
the  pulpit  for  the  minister's  family.  Long  seats  in- 
stead of  pews  in  the  body  of  the  house,  two  galleries, 
one  above  the  other  on  three  sides. 

In  17C7  a  new  spire  was  erected,  balcony  repaired, 
and  bclJ  purcha.-^ed.  This  was  the  second  bell  in 
town  ;  the  North  Parish  had  a  bell  in  17G4.  This 
building  continued  in  u.se  for  seventy  years,  till  the 
erection  of  the  fourth  house,  on  land  of  Ganialial 
Howard,  near  the  orchard  of  Jonathan  Copeland, 
1802.  The  old  church  was  sold  to  the  town  for  a 
town  huu.ie,  belfry  removed.  The  building  was  taken 
down  ill  182;).  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  James 
Keith,  who  was  ordained  Feb.  18,  1U(J4,  and  con- 
tinued ill  the  ministry  tifiy-six  years,  lie  died  July 
23,  1719. 

"  He  lived  and  died,"  says  Mr.  Latham,  "  in  a  hou.^e 
in  this  town  now  owned  and  occupied  by  George  M. 
Pratt.  It  is  situated  on  River  Street,  between  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Howard,  widow  of  Amasa 
Howard,  on  the  west,  and  the  residence  of  Miss  Louisa 
Perkins  un  the  east. 

"  The  house  was  built  in  16G2.  It  fronted  south, 
Was  two  stories  high  in  front,  one  story  high  back 
side,  posts  sixteen  feet  high,  fifteen  feet  wide  in  front, 
thirty-four  feet  deep,  with  front  entry  five  feet  wide; 


chamber-stairs  and  chimney  back  of  front  door  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  house,  one  front  room  about 
ten  by  twelve,  with  a  bedroom  back  of  that,  and  a 
kitchen,  with  pantry,  back  of  bedroom  and  chimney. 
In  the  second  story  was  an  entry,  a  front  room,  and  a 
bedroom  corresponding  to  the  rooms  below.  No 
cellar  under  this  part  of  the  house. 

"  In  1678  the  house  was  enlarged  by  an  addition 
of  eighteen  by  thirty-four  feet  to  the  east  side  of  the 
house,  two  stories  high  in  front,  one  story  high  back 
side,  making  one  large  front  room,  eighteen  by  eigh- 
teen feet,  with  a  bedroom,  back  stairs,  and  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  kitchen  in  the  back  part,  the  rooms  in 
the  second  story  corresponding  to  the  front  room  and 
bedroom  below,  the  back  part  of  the  second  story 
of  the  old  and  new  part  of  tlie  house  remaining  un- 
finished ;  a  cellar  under  a  portiou  of  this  new  part, 
with  a  stone  drain  across  the  road  to  the  Town  River. 

"The  house  remained  in  this  condition  without  ma- 
terial alteration  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  years, — 
from  1678  down  to  1837, — when  Thomas  Pratt,  father 
of  George  M.  Pratt,  cut  off  about  fourteen  feet  of  the 
north  side  of  the  house,  so  as  to  leave  the  north  side 
of  the  .same  height  as  the  front  side  of  the  hou.se, 
thereby  making  the  south  roof  thirteen  and  one-half 
feet  long,  and  the  north  roof  oidy  twelve  feet  long, 
building  a  new  chimney  in  the  place  of  the  old  one, 
then  taken  down,  but  much  smaller,  and  leaving  the 
rooms  in  the  front  and  middle  parts  of  the  house  as 
they  were  before  this  amputation.  The  brick  in  this 
old  chimney  were  much  larger  than  modern  brick, 
and  were  laid  in  clay.  The  shingles  upon  the  walls 
were  taken  off,  and  clapboards  put  on  in  place  thereof, 
this  house  now  being  a  two-story  house,  thirty-two 
feet  front  and  twenty  feet  back,  with  a  porch  annexed 
to  the  back  side,  the  windows  upon  the  three  sides 
of  the  house  being  the  same  ever  since  the  memory 
of  man,  except  such  as  were  cut  off  as  aforesaid,  and 
except  square  glass  in  place  of  the  old  diamond  glass 
and  bull's  eyes. 

"The  annex,  or  addition  of  eighteen  by  thirty-four 
feet,  made  in  1678,  was  quite  fully  devclnped  and 
apparent  on  a  personal  examination  of  the  inside  of 
the  house  a  few  years  ago  by  the  writer,  and  the 
fiauic-work,  timber,  doors,  materials,  and  inside  con- 
struction of  the  house  exhibit  strong  marks  of  an- 
tiquity. 

•'  In  the  case  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bridgewater 
versus  the  inhabitants  of  West  Bridgewater,  reported 
in  the  seventh  volume  of  '  Pickering  Reports,'  page 
191,  and  in  the  ninth  volume  of  Pickering,  page  55, 
in  the  years  1828-29,  brought  for  the  support  of 
Daniel  Keith,  a  pauper,  then  aged  eighty-one  yeais, 
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a  great-jrrandsoa  of  the  Rev.  James  Keith.  Tliis 
pauper,  witli  his  father,  Daniel  Keith,  and  jiraiid- 
f.itiier,  Joliii  Keitli,  .son  of  the  Rev.  James  Keilh, 
lii'ed  and  died  ill  the  plaintiff  town.  It  became  ne- 
cessary to  prove  where,  in  old  Brid^ewater,  Minister 
Kcitli  lived  and  died,  and  sundry  old  people  were 
witnesses  of,  and  sundry  depositions  of  ancient  people 
Were  then  (1828-29)  taken  for  that  i)urpose,  as  well 
as  to  prove  the  j:enealof:y  of  the  pauper ;  and  some 
of  said  deponents  and  witnesses  well  rememherod  the 
house  then  i  1S28)  owned  and  occupied  by  Arrabclla, 
dauiihter  of  said  Amasa  Howard,  deceased,  and  widow 
of  Reiijainin  Eaton,  deceased,  as  far  back  as  1750, 
and  said  it  was  then  (1750)  an  ancient-looking  house, 
and  had  always  appeared  the  same  as  it  theu  (1828-29) 
appeared.  That  case  was  tried,  and  before  tlie  whole 
court,  twice,  and  the  fact  that  the  Rev.  James  Keith 
lived  and  died  in  that  house  was  then  well  and  satis- 
factorily established. 

"  The  homestead  of  Rev.  James  Keith  consisted  of 
two  house-lots  of  six  acres  each,  with  a  ten-acre  lot 
at  the  head  of  said  house-lots,  and  with  a  liouse 
thereou  built  by  the  town,  conditionally  ;:iven  by  the 
town  to  him  in  consideration  of  his  future  services  as 
their  minister,  and  remained  entire  until  about  1800  ; 
and  though  this  house  and  a  portion  of  the  homestead 
on  which  it  stands  has  been  owned  and  occupied  by 
many  persons  ;is  tenants,  in  common  and  otherwise, 
yet  the  title  to  tiiis  house  and  portion  of  the  liome- 
stead  has  always  remained  in  and  been  confined  to 
four  persons  and  their  families,  to  wit : 

*•  Jiiiiie3  Keith  nnd  liis  ciitlilien,  down  to  172;l 01  years. 

K|>Uiaiui  Fi>be3,  brotlier,  nod  son,  down  to  1792 (J'J      ** 

Aiiuisii  Iluwurd  unit  d:iit;^iiters,  down  to  18;^4 42       " 

Thomad  Pratt  anil  aoii,  Ocorjjc  M.,  ilown  to  1884 50       '* 

222  years, 

"  We  have  never  been  able  to  find  any  record  of 
the  date  of  the  birth  of  Rev.  James  Keith,  nor  the 
date  of  his  marriage  to  Susanna,  daugliter  of  Dea- 
con Samuel  Edson,  or  of  the  date  of  the  birth  of 
his  chiidreu,  except  Joseph.  In  the  pamphlet  re- 
ferred to  on  the  third  page  of  this  book  it  is  stated 
that  they  were  married  May  3,  1GG8,  but  that  date 
was  acknowledged  by  the  author  to  be  conjectural  and 
without  authority,  and  we  have  no  confidence  in  that 
date.  His  son.  in  that  pamphlet,  is  said  to  have  mar- 
ried Mary  Thayer,  of  Weymouth,  May  3,  1G95.  The 
records  of  Bridgewater  give  the  dates  of  the  births  of 
his  children,  but  not  of  liis  marriage,  James,  his 
oldest  cliild,  being  born  Jan.  8,  169U.  Susanna, 
daughter  of  Rev.  James  Keith,  was  married,  in  Taun- 
ton, to  Jonathan  Howard,  of  Bridgewater,  Jan.  8, 
lt>89,  and  died  soon  after  without  issue,  and  the  Rev. 


James  Keith  was  probably  born  as  early  as  1(j43,  atid 
began  to  preach  in  Bridgewater  soon  after  liis  arrival, 
in  16C2.  Master  James  Keith  probably  continued  to 
preach  and  perforin  the  office  of  minister  for  tluit 
people  from  that  time  to  the  time  of  his  scttletnciit, 
Feb.  18,  1G64,  old  style,  but  when  In'  arrived,  or  in 
what  ship,  or  who  his  parents  were,  or  his  brotiiers 
or  sisters,  if  any,  were,  or  when  he  fir^t  went  into 
possession  of  this  house  and  land  does  m.t  apjicar. 
Tiie  town  had  employed  one  .Mr.  Btiriker  to  serve 
them  as  minister  for  IGGO,  IGUl,  and  perhaps  a  part 
of  1GG2.  He  then  declined  to  accept  their  invitation 
to  settle  among  them.  The  town  had  [)reviuu.-5lv, 
without  rel'ereuce  to  any  particular  minirrter,  a-reud 
to  give  their  minister  a  purchase  right  with  all  privi- 
leges. 

"  In  support  of  the  above  history  of  this  house,  we 
present  the  following  extracts  from  the  first  volume 
of  town  records,  and  a  copy  of  the  inventory  of  the 
Rev.  James  Keith,  recorded  in  the  fourth  volume  of 
Probate  Court  Records  at  Plymouth,  page  185  : 

"  Volume  I.  pajje  31).  '  It  is  agreed  upon  liy  tiio  towne, 
mcett  together  the  sixt-and-twcntiulb  of  Deseiiiber  (IfiCl),  lliat 
tiiere  shall  be  a  bouse  built  for  a  minister  upon  the  town's 
lands,  where  it  shall  bo  tbouglit  rao^^t  convenient,  and  that  [lie 
{  said  house  and  grounds  is  to  be  freely  giuen  to  that  minister  y^ 
shall  liue  and  die  amongst  us,  being  called  by  the  towne  to  the 
work  of  the  minisCry,  or  by  a  chureh  gathered  aecordiiig  to  the 
order  of  the  gospel,  with  the  consent  of  the  towne;  a.-  also  a 
complcat  purchase,  with  uplands  and  meadow  lands,  according 
us  other  lownesuien  haue.' 

"  This  record  further  provides  for  the  uimtijigeiicy 
of  death,  a  short  time  of  service,  and  inability  to 
serve,  and  occupies  the  last  half  of  said  |iage. 

"This  house  was  probably  built  in  lGli2,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  town's  agreement  on  the  2(ith  day  of 
December,  IGGl,  but  not  finished  May  1.!,  lGG-1, 
when  the  town  employed  two  persotis  tu  Uni.-»h  the 
chimneys  and  glass  the  windows,  as  follows  (  I  kh 
page) : 

*'' An  ugreeiiiUDt  uiaile  between  tlio  tuwne  aii<t  Julni  Willi^r, 
soyiiiur,  uod  JuttD  Aujo:^,  for  the  tiiii:jirni^  uf  tlic  eliiiuiik'?, 
bu.ck.-4,  hearths,  and  ouen  belooj^ini^  lo  the  luiiiister's  hoti=u. 
Ami  they  are  to  Hnd  ull  und  draw  all,  butii  day,  stoiit-e,  ;ui>l 
-'"  bricks,  for  the  afurc^aid  chitunit.:i,  backa,  and  uul-u  and 
hearthi!,  and  to  do  it  sutticicutly  ;  and  iliu  townu,  t'ur  their 
puines,  arc  to  pay  to  thcui  ne:it  hai  uc^t  twenty  bu^licl^  of  ^oud 
ntarchandable  corno,  and  the  work  to  be  lini^licd  by  the  Umt  cf 
August  iuauing;  the  date  hereof  bcini;  nuw  the  I^l^''  (thirtcLMitli) 
of  May,  1Gt)4,  to  bo  paid  when  Indyan  cuiu  id  niarehant^iblo.' 

*'  The  roof  was  probably  a  tliuLchcd  ruul"  ut  tii>i, 
auJ  tlie  house  unoccupied  aud  uegleutod  at  tiidl ;  and 
on  the  11th  of  October,  1GG4,  the  house  rctiuned 
some  repairs  and  iinprovemenU,  and  the  record  in  tlic 
same  book,  page  43,  reads  as  follows : 
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" '  It  W.13  agreed  upon  by  the  twone,  melt  togetlier  the 
eletieiith  ol"  October,  IG(>4,  th:it  the  twone  wiis  iVeely  williii;^  to 
cnuer  the  uiiniater'd  hoiibe  tlio  ^eeonil  time,  :iud  to  -^hi.^s  tlu; 
windows  :i3  soon  as  they  eann,  prouided  thut  they  eunn  gett 
glass  for  boiirds.' 

"  On  tlie  -I4tli  pa^e  the  town  •ixive  him  possession 
of  said  house  and  land,  as  follows: 

**' This  record  made  the  1  Siii  of  February,  IGti  I.  Tlie  towne, 
bein;;  nu-ut  togetlier,  doth  deeliire  and  hold  forth  that  the  towne 
did  tlicn  resigne  and  iiiuke  oner  to  Mr.  Keith  the  bouse  and 
garden  beioDgiiig  to  the  minister's  lolt  or  purulia^ie,  according 
to  the  tennor  of  tlie  agrccmeut  made  between  Mr.  Keith  and 
the  towne,  and  gaue  liim  free  liberty  to  possess  it.' 

"  And  on  the  o4th  page  of  said  book  is  a  full 
record  of  the  terms  of  his  settlement  made  witli  the 
town  under  date  of  Feb.  18,  1C64,  old  style;  and 
amoui^  other  thiiij;.s,  the  town  agreed  to  '  giue  Ma.ster 
James  Keith,'  conditionally,  '  twelue  acres  of  land, 
already  laid  out,  with  a  dwelling-house  built  upon 
the  same  by  the  towne  ;  the  lands  well  known,  and 
liing  upon  the  Mill  Riuer,  and  joining  to  the  lands 
of  Natli'  Willis  on  the  one  side  and  to  George  Turner 
on  the  other  side.' 

"  Sept.  i;-i,  1670,  page  60,  '  town  choose  a  com- 
mittee to  let  out  Mr.  Keith's  burn,  and  to  set  the 
work  forward  and  do  their  endeavor  to  see  the  work- 
man paid  for  his  labor;'  and,  May  23,  1C73,  on  page 
6S,  the  town  gave  him  full  title  to  his  house  and 
lands,  as  follows  : 

"'It  was  agreed  upon  by  the  inhabiluots  of  the  towne  of 
Bridgewater,  the  thrce-and-twentieth  of  May,  one  tliousand  si.t 
hundred  and  seventy-three,  lliat  Master  James  Keith,  in  con- 
sidcr.ition  of  liauing  been  some  competent  time  in  the  work  of 
the  oiini>try  among  them,  ."liould  baue  the  dwelling-house  and 
oul-bou>es  be  is  possessed  of,  with  the  twelue  acio  lot  he  liues 
upon,  as  al-^o  all  the  lands,  whether  uplands  or  meadow  lands, 
belonging  to  a  full  purchase.' 

"  And  did  then  freely  give  and  grant  the  same  to 
him,  his  heirs,  and  assigns  ;  and  on  Nov.  20,  1675, 
page  71,  '  uoted  there  shall  be  a  garrison  made  about 
Mr.  Keith's  house.' 

"  On  the  20th  of  September,  1677,  page  74,  the 
town  '  uoted  to  raise  and  give  Mr.  Keith  24  lbs.  to- 
ward the  building  of  him  a  conuenient  roome  or 
dwelling-house,'  as  follows : 

" '  The  town  being  mett  together  the  twentieth  of  September, 
167T,  did  arnin  and  agree  to  give  freely  to  Mr.  Keith  twenly- 
and-four  pounds,  to  be  paid  at  his  house — the  one  half  to  be 
paid  in  Indian  corne.  and  the  other  half  in  boards  and  clap- 
boards, by  the  last  of  April  insuing  the  date  hereof;  and  the 
said  twenty-four  pounds  to  be  raised  by  way  of  rate  upon  the 
inbubitantd  of  the  town,  which  was  given  to  Mr.  Keith  toward 
the  building  of  him  a  conuenient  roome  or  dwelling-house;  the 
boards  at  bt.  a  hundred  and  clapboaids,  shaven,  at  5s.  a  hun- 
dred.' 

"  This  house,  in  which   many  of  his  children  were 


born,   was  probably  not  enlarged    with   a  convenient 
room  until  the  summer  of  1G78. 

"  The  inventory  of  Rev.  James  Keith,  recorded  in 
the  fourth  volume  of  the  Probate  Record,  page  185, 
was  taken  Aug.  25,  1719,  by  John  Field,  Isaac  John- 
sou,  and  John  Ames,  Jr.,  and  contains  ten  items  of 
personal  property,  amounting  to  lG71bs.  and  lis.,  and 
shows  the  internal  division  and  arrangement  of  the 
house  at  that  time,  corresponding  to  the  rooms  and 
condition  of  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  alteration 
in  1837,  to  wit: 

i        I.      ,1. 

"1.  Apparrel UT      K) 

2.  In  the  now  chamber,  one  feather  bed,  case  of 

di-aws,  chairs,  tables,  and  looking-glass 2S     16 

:i.  To  things  in  new  lower  roome,  one  feather  bed 
with  its  furniture,  2  tables,  tablc-clotli,  nap- 
kins, chairs,  and  wheels 17       o     ti 

4.  To  the  old  west  roome,  one  bed,  bedding,  witli 

chairs  and  chest.. l;i     15 

5.  To  the  old  chamber,  to  lumber o       7     G 

tt.  To  the  things  in  the  kitchen,  of  ]>cwter,  iron, 

and  brass  vessels,  with  tables  and  chairs IJ      I'J 

7.  To  quick  stock 21 

8.  To  hay,  6  load 10 

'J.  To  library  of  books oU 

10.  To  money 2      15 

1G7      U" 

Mr.  Keith  was  succeeded  in  the  ministry  by  Rev. 
Daniel  Perkins,  who  was  ordained  Oct.  4,  1721,  and 
was  pastor  sixty-two  years.  He  died  Sept.  2'J,  1782. 
Rev.  John  Reed  was  the  next  pastor,  ordained 
June  7,  1780,  and  continued  his  ministry  here  until 
his  death,  Feb.  17,  1831. 

Rev.  Richard  Stone  was  settled  in  1834,  and  con- 
tinued about  eight  years.  Darius  Forbes  appears  as 
pastor  ill  1845. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Forraan  was  .settled  April  1,  1849. 
liev.  Russell  A.  Ballou  was  settled  April,  1S52. 
Rev.  Ira  Bailey  supplied  the  pulpit  in  the  summer 
of  1857,  and  was  settled  April  21,  1858. 

Rev.  Daniel  S.  C.  M.  Potter  w:i3  the  pastor  July, 
1860,  and  settled  in  May,  1861. 

Rev.  Males  B.  Thayer  supplied  the  pulpit  from 
April,  1863,  to  April,  1864. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  0.  Chaffee  supplied  from  August, 
1864,  to  April,  1865. 

Rev.  Tlieodore  L.  Dean  began  his  services  with  the 
society  April,  1865,  and  was  ordained  as  pastor  Feb. 
14,  1866.  His  services  with  the  society  terminated 
April  1,  1867. 

lu  April,  1867,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Forman,  a  former 
minister,  supplied  the  pulpit  a  few  Sabbaths,  and  was 
invited  to  become  the  .settled  minister  again  after  the 
repairing  of  the  church  building,  which  was  completed 
during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  and 
during  said  months  the  church  was  closed. 

This  building  was  erected  in  the  year  1801 ,  it  being 
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the  fourth  church  edifice  which  this  society  liad  built 
and  used  for  public  worship  sioce  the  settlement  of  tlie 
Rev.  James  Keitli,  in  1664.  Tradition  locates  the 
first  building  for  church  use  in  several  difierent  places, 
but  history  is  silent  in  relation  to  it.  The  second 
and  third  meeting-houses  stood  on  what  is  now  the 
Central  Square,  and  it  was  the  place  where  the  entire 
population  of  the  original  township  of  Bridgewater 
assembled  for  public  worship.  The  last  on  that  loca- 
tion was  a  three-story  building,  having  two  tiers  of 
galleries.  The  west  end  of  said  building  stood  about 
where  the  soldiers'  monument  now  stands. 

About  the  time  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Forraan  com- 
menced his  second  term  of  service  with  this  society 
it  eame  into  possession  of  a  bequest  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  made  by  the  late  Capt.  Benjamin  B. 
Howard,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be  applied  to 
the  support  of  the  ministry  in  this  church. 

The  society  being  thus  encouraged  in  its  prospective 
condition,  entered  into  an  engagement  with  Mr.  Fur- 
man  for  a  term  of  five  years,  and  a  longer  time  con- 
ditionally; but  at  the  end  of  three  years  the  engage- 
ment was  brought  to  a  close,  and  the  society  was  again 
without  a  pastor  March  27,  1S70. 

Uev.  F.  P.  Hamblett  supplied  the  pulpit  after  May, 
ISTl,  and  was  installed  a.s  pastor  April  'JD,  1872,  and 
continued  as  pastor  about  four  years. 

Rev.  James  W.  Fitch  supplied  the  pulpit  from  July, 
1SG6,  to  February,  1S67. 

Rev.  David  H.  Montgomery  was  the  pastor  of  the 
church  from  September,  1877,  to  September,  ISSl. 

C.  C.  Carpenter  supplied  from  September,  ISSl, 
about  two  years. 

Rev.  William  Brown  supplied  the  pulpit  a  part  of 
the  time  during  the  summer  of  18S3,  and  was  engaged 
as  pastor  of  the  society  for  a  term  of  five  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  1st  of  September,  1883,  without  a 
formal  iujtallation,  and  is  the  present  pastor. 

Baptist  Churcll.' — Originally  there  was  but  one 
church  in  Bridgewater,  and  that  was  of  the  Puritan 
order,  or,  as  wc  of  to-day  s:iy,  strictly  Orthodox  Cun- 
gre;;ationalist.  We  find  this  church  maintained  its 
purity  during  the  pastorate  of  its  first  pastor,  Rev. 
James  Keith,  and,  for  aught  we  iinow,  fur  the  first  few 
years  of  that  of  its  second  pastor.  Rev.  Daniel  Perkins  ; 
but  in  1748  we  find  the  eliureli  began  to  be  troubled 
with  Separatists;  probably  these  were  the  fruit  of  the 
giral  au>iiL(iiui(/,  or  po.saibly  the  fruit  of  the  preach- 
ing of  John  Porter,  wliose  sermon  on  the  ?i^cto  Wnj/ 
So  excited  the  ire  of  Mr.  Perkins. 


^  Cuiidcuhuvl  from  an  iiblc  aiiilrc.-s  ilelivcred   by  Albert  Cope- 
laiiii. 


We  find,  by  referring  to  the  church  records,  tliat 
at  a  church  meeting  held  Sept.  12,  1448,  "To  con- 
sider the  case  of  some  of  our  brethren  who  attended 
a  separate  meeting  at  private  houses  the  last  two  Sab- 
baths, the  following  question  was  put  :  Whether  those 
that  remain  steadfastly  adhering  to  the  ministry  and 
discipline  of  this  church  are  not  bound  to  infjuire  into 
the  reasons  of  the  conduct  of  their  brethren  in  sepa- 
rating from  them,  and  act  agreeably  to  what  they  shall 
find?  Voted  in  the  affirmative  by  a  iarire  majority. 
Also  voted  that  Deacon  Edson,  Mr.  Keith,  Esquire 
Johnson,  and  Mr.  John  Willis  be  a  committee  to  di.— 
course  with  the  brethren  that  arc  for  upholilinir  such 
separate  meeting  on  the  Sabbath,  and  that  they  give 
in  their  reasons,  if  any  they  have,  for  so  doing, " 

At  another  meeting,  held  Sept.  21, 1748,  only  nine 
days  after,  the  record  says,  "  Stopped  the  church 
after  lecture,  and  the  votes  of  the  church  were  read, 
and  then  the  reasons  of  the  separating  brethren  were 
communicated,  and  the  question  was  put.  Whether 
these  reasons  are  in  the  judgment  (jf  the  brethren 
sufiBcient  to  countenance  the  upholding  of  a  separate 
meeting  on  the  Lord's  day?  Passed  in  the  negative. 
Voted,  that  they  should  be  admonished  not  to  go  on 
in  such  disorder,  but  to  return  to  the  only  Communion 
of  the  Church,  and  that  we  could  not  on  any  other 
terms  be  free  to  hold  communion  with  them." 

Oct.  10,  1748,  the  church  voted  as  follows,  viz.  : 
"  Tliat  they  continue  of  the  same  mind  as  before,  not 
to  justify  the  conduct  of  their  separating  brethren, 
and  that  we  defer  the  consideration  of  their  ease  till 
Monday,  the  31st  instant,  and  that  meanwhile  their 
pastor  and  two  brethren  be  desired  to  discour>e  with 
them." 

Oct.  31,  1748,  the  church  met,  and  a  number  of 
the  Separatists  desired  a  dismission  to  foriu  a  church 
by  themselves  for  the  reasons  already  given.  The 
church  voted  in  the  negative,  and  voted  to  still 
further  wait  on  their  brethren  and  see  if  they  will 
return  to  an  orderly  walk  with  us. 

At  a  church  meeting  held  Dec.  12,  1748,  '•  It  was 
voted  that  such  of  the  brethren  as  continue  to  sepa- 
rate from  us  be  publickly  admonished  and  suspeiiJeil 
from  our  communion  till  they  return  to  order,  peace, 
and  fellowship  with  us." 

"  Jan.  8,  174'J,  read  an  admunilioii  and  suspension 
for  twenty-eight  members  of  this  church,  viz.  :  Joshua 
Willis,  Exjierience  Willis,  Silas  Willis,  Thomas  Willis, 
Jr.,  Susannah  Willis,  Nathaniel  Harvey,  John  Snow, 
Hannah   Snow,   Elezer  Suow,-  Mary   Snow,-  Samuel 

^  Original  mumbors  of  tho  First  Baptist  Churuli,  IJriJj^c- 
watcr. 
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Lothrop,  Abiel  Lothrup,  Duuiul  Lothrop,*  KhoJa 
Lothroj),'  I:iiuic  Lothrop,  Patience  Lothrop,  Ruchel 
Alger,  Joseph  Alger,  iMary  Alger,  Joseph  Alger,' 
Jr.,  Joseph  Ames,  Susauuah  Amea,  Aboer  Hayward, 
Mary  Hayward,  Mary  Lotiirop,  Mary  Howard,  Esther 
Soper,  aud  Patieriee  Hall.  Voted  that  this  bo  sent 
by  the  hands  of  Deacon.-.  Fobes  and  Burr,  John  Willis, 
and  Samuel  Dunbar." 

Thi^  was  the  action  of  the  church  in  relation  to 
the  Separati.-,[s  in  1748-4'J,  three  years  alter  the 
ureat  awakeiiinj;.  Therel'ure  we  may  safely  infer  that 
these  Separatists  were  the  fruit  of  that  awakenitig, 
and  alao  infer  that  the  First  Church  iu  Bridgewater 
had  followed  in  the  downward  ci'urse  with  tlu-  uilur 
New  England  churches,  although  it  had  not  as  ytt 
admitted  members  without  a  relation  of  their  Chris- 
tian experieuce.  But  at  a  church  meeting  held  May 
28,  17138,  nineteen  years  after  the  exclusion  of  the 
Separatists,  the  church  voted  :  "  That  no  relation  of 
experience  should  be  required  of  persons  desiring 
admission  to  the  church,  nor  be  improved  unless  the 
person  desiring  admission  desired  it."  In  this  band 
of  Separatists  we  find  the  nucleus,  or  embryo,  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church.  Some  of  this  band  came  back, 
and  were  made  to  acknowledge  and  confess  the  "  sin 
of  separation,"  and  were  restored  to  the  fellowship  of 
the  church.  Many  of  these  twenty-eight  persons 
were  inhabitants  of  the  west  part  of  the  town,  and 
that  some  of  them,  at  least,  remained  steadfast  in  the 
"  liberty  wherewith  Christ  had  made  them  free"  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  there  is  recorded  in  the  old 
church  records  a  statement  that  committees  were  ap- 
pointed from  time  to  time  to  '•  Discourse  with  our 
western  neighbors  to  endeavor  to  win  them  back  to 
the  fellowship  of  the  Church." 

The  First  Baptist  Church  in  Bridgewater  was  for- 
mally organized  June  7,  1785,  a  little  more  than 
thirty-six  years  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Separatists. 
Thus  more  than  a  generation  of  men  had  been  born 
and  passed  away  between  these  events. 

The  late  Dr.  Ide,  of  Springfield,  in  speaking  of  the 
slowness  uf  the  divine  operation,  once  said,  "  Majestic 
slowness  is  the  order  of  divine  progress.  God  never 
changes.  Immutable  in  His  nature  and  in  His  coun- 
sels. He  acts  in  both  the  world  of  matter  and  in  the 
world  of  mind  by  the  same  line  of  procedure.  The 
creature  is  impatient,  the  Creator  deliberate.  The 
creature,  whose  sum  of  earthly  life  is  bounded  by 
threescore  years  and  ten,  hurries  to  and  fro  in  the 
restlessness  of  his  will,  seeking  to  push  forward  his 
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I  objects  by  excitement,  by  passion,  by  turmoil.  The 
j  Creator,  serenely  seated  on  His  eternal  throne,  upholds 
all  things  in  the  majestic  repose  of  unlimited  power, 
and  calmly  waits  the  issues  of  the  agencies  and  devel- 
opments He  has  ordained.  With  Him  a  thousand 
years  are  as  one  day." 

Forty  years  Israel  wandered  in  the  wilderness  from 
Egypt  to  Canaan,  subject  to  the  corrective  discipline 
'  of  the  Almighty,  by  which  to  render  thoni   a   people 
suitable  to  go  in  and  possess  the  land.     Of  their  wan- 
derings we   have  a  partial   record.      But   two   of  all 
that  came  out  of  Egypt  entered  the  promised  land. 
Of  the   little  band   of   Separatists  who  were   driven 
out  of  the  Egypt  of  the  old  church  we  know  nothing 
except  by  tradition.      How  often   they  were  fed  with 
'■  heavenly  manna,"    or  how  often   they  "  smute  the 
'  rock"   and  were  refreshed  by  the  waters  of  divine 
j  truth,  we    have   no  record.     Five   of  their  number, 
I  after  thirty-six  years  of  wandering,  became   members 
I  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  its  formation,  having 
I  previously  joined   the  First  Church  iu    Middleboro'. 
!  How  constantly  they  had  preaching  we  are  not  accu- 
{  rately  informed,  but  doubtless  often,  especially  during 
j  the  years  immediately  preceding  the  formation  of  the 
;  church.      Backus  often  visited   them,   and   preaching 
to  them,  strengthened  and  encouraged  them  by  his 
prudent  counsels. 

In  1779  this  vicinity  was  visited  by  an  extensive 
revival  of  religion,  as  a  result  of  whose  preaching  it 
is  not  known.  Backus  was  here,  and,  no  doubt,  some 
of  his  co-laborers.  How  many  persons  were  the  sub- 
ject of  God's  converting  grace  at  that  time  it  is  not 
known.  Mr.  Seth  Howard  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  first  person  who  received  apostolic  baptism  in  this 
town.  He  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Backus,  .March  10, 
1779,  and  united  with  the  First  Church  in  Middle- 
boro'. He  was  one  of  the  sixteen  members  of  that 
church  who  were  dismissed  May  3,  1785,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constituting  a  Baptist  Church  in  Bridgewater. 
Previous  to  the  formation  of  this  church,  the  Bap- 
tists here  had  gathered  quite  a  congregation,  aud  Elder 
George  Robinson  had  preached  the  year  immediately 
preceding.  The  council  for  the  recognition  of  the 
church  met  June  7,  1785.  It  consisted  of  the 
pastor  and  delegates  from  the  First  Church,  Middle- 
boro'. Isaac  Backus  Was  the  pastor;  who  the  dele- 
gates were  is  not  known.  The  church  in  Taunton 
sent  as  delegates  Deacon  Ebenezer  Bust,  Jabez  Briggs, 
aud  probably  the  pastor ;  the  church  iu  Attleboro' 
sent  their  pastor.  Job  Seamans,  and  Brethren  George 
Robinson  and  Jacob  Newland. 

The  council  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Isaac 
Backus,  moderator,  and  Job  Seamans,  scribe.     The 
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record  of  its  jiioceedioj^s  reads  as  follows,  viz. ;  "  Ilav- 
iu;z  .-ou^ht  to  heaven  for  directions,  and  liavin^  care- 
fully examined  into  their  faith  and  proceedini^s,  Eight 
Brethren  and  Five  Si.->ters  sii;ued  solciunly  tlie  cove- 
nant tOL'ether,  whuiii  we  now  e^teenl  a  regular  Church 
of  Jesu.i  Christ." 

Three  of  those  who  wore  dismissed  froiu  the  church 
at  Middleboro'  not  being  present,  afterwards  signed 
the  covenant,  making  sixteen  members.  Their  names 
were  as  follows:  Elezer  Siiuw,  Seth  Howard,  Darjiel 
Lothrojj,  Joseph  Alger,  Daniel  .\lger,  Jes.se  Howard, 
Nathaniel  Ames,  James  Perkins,  Rhoda  Lothrop. 
liathshoba  Carver,  liebeckah  Pool,  Maltiah  Howard, 
Mary  Perkins,  Mary  Snow,  Mary  Ames,  and  Charity 
Howard. 

Thus  wa=  formed  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  ]>ridge- 
water.  As  we  look  back  at  that  event  from  our  stand- 
point we  may  think  the  progress  slow  ;  but  when  we 
call  to  mind  the  obstacles  and  hardships  which  all  dis- 
senters from  the  standing  order  had  to  encounter,  we 
almoat  wonder  that  it  was  so  rapid.  They  were  per- 
secuted, oppressed,  and  made  to  suffer  all  manner  of 
indignities  ;  they  were  compelled  by  law  to  helji  sup- 
port the  churches  of  the  standing  order;  and  if  they 
resisted  the  payment  of  such  unjust  taxes,  their  prop- 
erty w;l3  restrained  and  they  themselves  imprisoned. 
The  first  Baptist  meetiug-house  built  in  Boston  hail 
its  doors  nailed  up  by  order  of  tiie  marshal,  and  a 
notice  posted  upon  it  forbidding  meetings  being  held 
therein  under  "  pains  and  penalties." 

There  were  also  circumstances  which  tended  to  re- 
tard lliis  movement,  and  first  among  these  was  the  fact 
that,  although  the  dissenters  were  somewhat  numer- 
ous, yet  there  were  but  few  that  fully  embraced  the 
doctrines  of  the  Baptists;  another  was,  the  pastor  of 
tiie  church  was  aged  and  infirm,  and,  in  the  course  of 
nature,  must  soon  give  place  to  a  new  and  younger  man  ; 
and  in  the  coming  man  there  was  a  faint  hope  that 
the  churcii  might  be  revived,  and  take  her  former  posi- 
tion as  to  faith  and  practice.  But  when,  in  1780, 
Kcv.  John  Reed  was  ordained  as  his  colleague,  all 
hopes  that  the  ciiurch  might  be  placed  on  a  gospel 
footing  and  a  reconciliation  take  place  speedily  van- 
ished. Then  it  was  that  the  movement,  commenced 
so  long  ago,  took  special  form,  and  soon  developed  into 
a  Baptist  Church. 

We  now  proceed,  in  the  second  place,  to  speak  of 
the  ministry  of  the  church.  The  church,  at  its  first 
meeting,  July  8,  1785,  "  voted  to  give  Elder  Robinson 
a  cull  to  settle  with  us  in  tlie  work  of  the  ministry, 
with  a  salary  of  sixty  pounds,"  and,  March,  178(), 
Elder  Robinson  gave  his  answer  to  the  call  in  sub- 
stance as  follows :   He  did  not  wish  to  be  burdensome 


to  the  church,  but  would  continue  with  them  so  long 

I  as  they  should    fulfill   their  obligations   to   him,  ;ind 

j  should  be   mutually  beneficial   to   each   other.      Elder 

!  Robinson   had  poor  health,  but  from  wliat  ili.sease   he 

suffered   is   not   known.      This   is   probably   what   he 

j  meant  by  "  being  burdensome  to  his  people."    In  July, 

17S9,  his  health  became  so  poor  that  he  was  unable  to 

perform  the  public  labors  of  his  station,  and  advi.sed 

the  church   to  procure  other  help  ;   but  it   does   not 

appear  that  any  help  was  obtained.      He  continued  to 

pleach    until    February,  1790,  when    he   iiutilied    the 

church  that  he  could  no  longer  perform  the  duties  of 

his  office,  and   Mr.  Stephen    Nelson  was  employed   to 

sujiply  the  pulpit  three  Sabba;hs,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Nel- 

I  son  two  Sabbaths,  and  a  Blr.  Tripp  two  or  three  more. 

i  In    July,    1796,    Mr.    Robinson's    health    still    being 

poor,  he  requested   the  church   to  release  him   from 

his  charge.      This  they  refused  to  do,  desiiing  him  to 

preach  as  he  was  able,  aud  made  some  addition  to  his 

:  support.      He  continued  to  preach  as  his   health   per- 

!  mittcd  until  the  2Gth  of  December  followinir  when  he 
I  ...  . 

asked  a  dismission  from  his  charge.      The  church  was 

unwilling  to  grant  his  rccpiest,  and  he  continued  as  he 
was  able  until  June,  1707,  when  he  became  so  en- 
i  feebled  iu  body  tliat  he  refused  longer  to  act  as  pastor. 
Mr.  James  Reed  supplied  the  pulpit  until  Septem- 
ber, and  then  was  employed  for  a  year  at  a  salary  of 
fifty  pounds.  At  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Reed's  year, 
Mr.  Robinson,  having  somewhat  recovered  his  health, 
again  supplied  the  pulpit  for  a  few  months,  but  the 
warm  weather  coming  on,  he  was  obliged  to  cease 
preaching,  aud  gave  up  his  charge  in  June,  1798. 
He  ministered  to  this  people  about  fourteen  years,  and 
was  pastor  nearly  thirteen  years.  During  his  ministry 
there  were  thirty-eight  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism and  five  by  letter.  The  first  individual  ba|itized 
,  after  the  constitution  of  the  eliureh  was  William 
Curtis,  in  December,  1787,  and  the  last  during  Mr. 
Robinson's  pastorate  were  Betsey  Andrews  and  [tli.i- 
mar  Phinney.  Mr.  Robinson  was  a  faithful  minister, 
of  fair  education,  as  a  preacher  above  the  average, 
and  was  greatly  beloved  by  his  people. 

After  the  close  of  Mr.  Robinson's  pastorate.  Elder 

I  Hinds  was  obtained   to  supply  the  pulpit,   and  eon- 

I  tinued  to  supply  most  of  the  time  until  May,  1800, — a 

'  space  of  nearly  two  years.     There  were  no  additions 

;  durinuthis  time,  and  the  church  declined.      Mr.  Hinds 

was  a  man  of  large  stature,  and  loved  a  good  horse, 

and  had  one.     He  was  eccentric  in  the  extreme,  and 

I  very  sarcastic.     There  are   many   anecdotes   of  him 

I  extant,  one  of  which   is  as  follows  :   During  his  stay 

in  this  town  he  one  afternoon   rode  down   to  call  on 

'  Dr.  Reed,  the  minister  at   the   centre  of  the   town. 
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This  w:is  just  after  the  coiupletiuu  of  the  present 
lucetitii:  house,  wlilch  at  that  time  was  coDsiJered 
almost  a  wouder  for  beauty.  After  a  while  spent  in 
friendly  ehat,  Dr.  Reed  asiced  liim  to  go  and  see  his 
new  meeting-house.  After  looking  the  house  over, 
as  they  were  about  leaving  it,  Dr.  Reed  asked  Mr. 
Hinds  wliat  he  thought  of  it.  Says  Elder  Hinds, 
"  In  ulden  times  we  used  to  have  wooden  mceting- 
houso  and  i/ohlcn  miuistei-s ;  but  tilings  are  changed, 
— now  we  liave  gulJeii,  meeting-houses  and  icooJcu 
ministcrf." 

In  Septeinber.  1799,  Elder  Hinds  exchanged  with 
Elder  \'alentiue  W.  Rathburn,  of  Bellin^ham.  Tiie 
church  and  society  were  so  plea.sed  with  him  as  a 
man  and  as  a  preacher  that  he  was  pre.ssingly  invited 
to  visit  them  again,  which  he  did  during  tiie  winter 
of  1799  and  1800,  and  in  May,  1600,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  this  town.  His  ministrations  were  so 
bles.sed  of  God  that  soon  tlie  church  seemed  to  awake 
from  their  stupor,  and  the  attention  of  the  people  was 
aroused  to  the  subject  of  religion.  Many  inquired 
tile  way  of  salvation,  and  on  tlie  1st  day  of  June  ten, 
having  obtained  liope,  were  added  to  tlie  church  by 
bapti.Mu.  The  glorious  work  thus  begun  continued 
tlirougliout  the  year,  and  to  some  extent  throughout 
the  next  two  years.  During  the  yeai-s  1800,  1801, 
and  1802  there  were  fort^'-two  persons  added  to  tlie 
church  by  baptism.  After  this  the  interest  abated. 
"On  the  first  Wednesday  of  September,  1805,  the 
church  met  to  supplicate  the  throne  of  grace  that  a 
bles.sing  might  be  poured  out  upon  the  church  and 
people.  These  meetings  were  continued  at  intervals 
for  four  months,  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Most  High 
seemed  to  rest  on  the  people.  Conference  meetings 
were  held  often  and  fully  attended,  and  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  wrought  mightily  among  the  people,  and  in 
tlie  year  1806  twenty-.seveu  were  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism." 

Elder  Rathburn  continued  with  the  church  until 
the  spring  of  1812,  and  ou  the  26th  day  of  March, 
1812,  he  resigned  his  office.  The  reasons  he  gave 
fordoing  so  were;  "  First.  The  health  of  himself  and 
family  would  not  admit  of  his  longer  residence  here. 
Second.  He  concluded  his  work  was  accomplished 
and  felt  .•■ome  one  else  might  do  better."  During  his 
pastorate  of  about  twelve  years  one  hundred  were 
added  to  the  church.  Mr.  Rathburn  was  a  man  of 
pleasing  manners,  genial  and  social  in  his  habits,  and 
could  easily  accommodate  himself  to  the  company  of 
the  young  or  old.  He  was  a  sound  preacher,  and 
ardently  loved  liis  work. 

For  a  year  and  a  half  after  Mr.  Rathburn  left  the 
church  depended  on   transient  supplies  as  they  could 


be  obtained.  Mr.  Silas  Hall  preached  occasionally. 
Elder  Lovell  was,  however,  the  chief  oupply  until  the 
autumn  of  1814,  when  Elder  Amasa  Smith,  of  Sut- 
ton, was  employed  for  a  year,  and  in  April,  1815,  wns 
received  to  membership  and  to  the  pastorate.  lie 
remained  until  Dec.  16,  1816.  During  the  two  years 
of  his  ministry  the  church  enjoyed  one  of  the  mcjit 
extensive  revival  seasons  ever  known  in  this  vicinity. 
Elder  Smith  was  a  man  of  ordinary  education.  As 
a  preacher  he  was  energetic,  and  had  the  peculiar 
talent  of  putting  liis  subject  liome  to  the  liearts  of 
his  hearers.  Forty  were  added  to  the  church  in  1815 
and  1816. 

"Sept.  16th,  1817,  Rev.  Flavel  ShurtlefF  was  or- 
dained at  the  Baptist  uieetiug-house  to  the  work  of 
an  evangelist,"  and  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month 
was  received  as  pastor  of  the  church.  Mr.  Sliurtletf 
continued  as  pastor  until  June,  1820, — a  period  of  be- 
tween two  and  three  years.  His  ministry  seemed  to 
have  effected  little.  There  was  but  one  admitted  to 
membership  during  his  pastorate.  Elder  Shunlett' 
was  a  highly-educated  man,  probably  more  so  than 
any  of  his  predecessors.  He  seemed  to  have  lacked 
the  energy  necessary  to  success. 

The  church  evidently  depended  on  supplies  for  the 
nest  seven  years,  among  whom  were  Eldridge,  Loring, 
Benson,  Lovell,  aud  others.  In  1827,  Elder  Matthew 
Bolles  commenced  his  ministry,  which  continued  about 
two  years.  He  was  a  man  of  good  education,  and  a 
powerful  preacher.  The  last  pei-sous  admitted  to  the 
church  were  baptized  Sept.  6,  1829. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  the  third  division  of  our 
history, — the  growth  of  the  church,  the  causes  of  its 
decline  and  subsequent  dis.solution.  The  church  at 
its  formation  was  evidently  as  truly  apostolic  as  there 
is  any  reason  to  hope  for  in  this  age  of  the  world. 
Its  members  had  passed  the  almost  fiery  ordeal  of 
persecution,  and  had  maintained  the  principles  of  the 
gospel  with  firmness  and  decision.  Their  "  faces  were 
Set  as  a  fliut  Zionward."  United  to  the  church  was 
a  large  congregation  and  society,  a  large  portion  of 
wliich  had  fled  to  this  fold  as  a  shelter  from  unjust 
burdens  placed  on  them  by  existing  laws,  which  were 
all  in  favor  of  the  churches  of  the  standing  order. 
The  society  had  built  a  new  and  comfortable  meeting- 
house the  year  before  the  formation  of  the  church. 

The  first  twenty-five  years  of  the  church  were  its 
bright  days.  Her  membership  was  large  and  influ- 
ential ;  and  had  she  not  adopted  souie  of  the  dan;;er- 
ous  usages  of  the  Pilgrim  times,  she  would  no  doubt 
have  continued  to  advance  in  prosperity.  One  of  the 
most  effective  causes  of  the  decline  of  the  church  was 
the  adoption  and  cultivation  of  a  system  of  espionage 
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aniung  its  members.  By  their  coveuaut  they  agreed 
to  have  au  oversiglit  aud  care  of  each  other,  and  this 
was  made  a  plea  for  forcing  iuto  the  church  all  tlie 
petty  jealousies,  as  well  as  all  the  individual  aud  pri- 
vate affairs,  of  its  meiubers. 

Aa  there  was  a  Judas  among  the  Apostles  of  our 
Saviour,  so  doubtless  was  it  with  the  church.  De- 
signing men,  professing  godliness  to  some  extent,  came 
into  the  church  to  secure  that  which  they  could  in  no 
other  way  so  easily  obtain.  The  etfect  of  this  soon 
appeared  in  the  muailest  decline  of  spirituality  in  the 
church ;  aud  while  true  love  to  the  Lord  and  the 
brethren  should  characterine  the  professed  disciples  of 
the  Matter,  and  is  the  grand  element  of  true  Chri.s- 
tianity,  so  love  of  self  and  the  world  is  its  opposite. 
The  love  of  self  evidently  largely  increased  among  its 
meuibers  during  its  latter  years,  uutil  its  spirituality 
was  almost  lost.  In  support  of  this  conclusion,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  refer  to  tlic  record  of  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  church,  held  Sept.  1,  18:^1,  which  says, 
"  The  churcli  met  at  tlie  reijucst  of  some  of  its  mem- 
bers, not  having  had  a  meeting  for  some  mouths,  nor 
a  communion  ibr  eighteen  months.  Eev.  David  Curtis 
being  present,  presided.  It  was  proposed,  if  there  was 
uniou  and  fellowship  enough  in  the  church,  to  have  a 
communion,  when  it  appeared  there  was  not,  and  the 
meeting  adjourned  to  the  8th  instant.  At  the  ad- 
journed meeting  a  committee  was  chosen  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  church,  and  report  at  an  ad- 
journed meeting  to  be  held  Sept.  24th.  The  com- 
mittee reported  the  church  in  a  deplorable  state,  and 
recommended  a  spiritual  and  efficient  discipline,  and 
the  difficulties  aud  troubles  among  its  members  be 
disposed  of  according  to  the  rule  of  the  gospel.  This 
report  was  rejected  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
po.ssible  to  carry  it  into  effect,  owing  to  broken,  scat- 
tered, and  divided  state  of  the  church." 

Tills  is  the  last  entry  in  its  record.  It  needs  no 
word  or  comment.  We  can  contrast  in  our  minds 
this  sad  eud  with  its  bright  beginning.  It  was  de- 
clared extinct  by  an  ecclesiastical  council  Feb.  19, 
1833,  after  an  existence  of  nearly  forty-eight  years. 
During  these  years  it  liad  five  pastors,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  persons  were  admitted  to  its  mem- 
bership. It  had  three  deacons,  viz. :  James  Perkins, 
Jr.,  and  James  Perkins  (third),  who  were  ordained  to 
the  office  at  the  meeting  of  the  Warren  A.ssociation, 
which  met  with  this  church  Sept.  8,  1708  ;  the  third 
deacon  was  Nathan  Alger.  It  hud  two  clerks,  viz. : 
James  Perkins  and  Albe  Howard. 

We  now  come  to  our  fourth  and  last  division,  viz., 
the  history  of  the  present  church.  Although  the  first 
church  had,  as  a  body,  lost  all  its  life  and  spirituality, 


yet  there  were  a  few  of  the  members  "  who  had  a 
hope  through  grace  of  inheriting  the  promises,  and 
were  desirous  of  promoting  the  cause  of  the  Lord, 
and  of  securing  to  themselves  the  privileges  of  the 
people  of  God.  Twelve  persons,  inoinbers  of  the  First 
Church,  met  Feb.  6,  1833,  and  agreed  to  solicit  the 
aid,  by  pastors  and  delegates,  of  four  Baptist  Churches 
to  form  them  into  a  regular  church  of  Christ."  The 
churches  responded  to  their  call,  and  Feb.  lU,  1833, 
the  c  uncil  met.  It  consisted  of  the  following  pas- 
tores  and  delegates:  Piev,  Asa  Nile.i  and  Brother 
Avery  Lothrop,  from  the  First  Church,  Middluburo'  ; 
Ilev.  Silas  Hall  and  Brother  Robert  Cuuke,  uf  the 
Abington  Church  ;  Rev.  Isaac  Smith  and  Biother 
John  May,  of  the  Stoughton  Church.  Tlic  council 
organized  by  choosing  Rev.  Silas  Hall  moderator,  and 
Rev.  Isaac  Smith  clerk.  The  council  subsequently 
voted  to  proceed  to  the  organization  of  the  church. 
Upon  the  recognition  of  the  church,  Rev.  Isaac  Smith 
preached  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  Asa  Niles  gave  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship.  Si.x  brethren  and  six  sisters 
signed  the  covenant. 

This  new  church,  although  strong  in  faith,  was  few 
in  numbers,  and  of  very  small  nieaus.  Unlike  the 
First  Church  at  its  formation,  it  had  no  large  society 
or  new  meeting-house  ;  they  had  no  society,  and  their 
meeting-house,  from  neglect  of  its  owners,  had  be- 
come so  dilapidated  as  to  be  unfit  to  hold  meetings  in. 
As  an  evidence  of  their  feeble  condition,  reference  is 
had  to  the  records.  The  church  was  organized  Feb. 
19,  1833,  and  up  to  April  had  not  obtained  a  minister 
for  even  a  day.  In  April,  Rev.  Caleb  Cleik  visited 
them,  and  on  the  18th  instant  the  church  held  its 
first  conference.  On  the  21st  two  persons  were  ad- 
mitted by  baptism,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Clerk  Liake  hreud 
to  them  for  the  first  time.  During  the  year  1833  six 
were  added  by  baptism  and  three  by  letter. 

The  church  was  supplied  with  preaching  mostly 
by  the  students  from  Newtou  Tiicological  Institution, 
with  an  occasional  visit  from  some  urdalned  minister, 
uutil  the  summer  of  1837.  Twelve  had  been  added 
and  the  church  to  some  degree  emerged  from  her  lee- 
ble  state,  the  present  meetinghouse  was  built,  and  in 
December,  1837,  the  first  covenant  meeting  was  held 
in  this  house. 

In  July,  1838,  Rev.  Bartlctt  Pease  iireaehed  three 
Sabbaths,  and  was  subseijuently  received  by  the  church 
as  their  first  pastor.  He  continued  as  pastor  uutil 
June,  18-11,  about  three  years.  July  25,  1841, 
Samuel  S.  Leightou  was  engaged  as  pastor  for  one 
year.  He  continued  until  March  13,  1842,  about 
eight  mouths.  April  3Ulh,  Rev.  Caleb  Benson  be- 
came  pastor,  and  continued  as  such   until   Aug.  11, 
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1844.  After  Mr.  Benson's  resignation  the  pulpit 
was  occasionally  supplied  until  May,  1845,  when  i 
Pelej;  S.  Whitman  was  en^aijed  for  one  year,  and 
was  subsequently  called  to  be  ordained  as  pastor, 
which  he  declined.  Mr.  Whitman  left  in  April,  1846. 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Kelly  supplied  from  November,  184G, 
to  May,  1847  ;  Rev.  Silas  Hall  from  May  to  Aujiust, 
1847.  Rev.  A.  W.  Carr  waa  the  principal  supply 
from  AuL'ust,  1847,  to  October,  1849,  when  he  bejjan 
his  studies  at  Newton.  Durins;  his  stay  at  Newton 
he  occasionally  preached,  and  Dec.  15,  1850,  was  re- 
ceived as  pastor.  July,  1851,  Rev.  G.  S.  Stock  well 
began  his  labors,  and  continued  until  March,  185;->, 
when  he  was  dismissed  to  the  church  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I. 

From  the  spring  of  1S53  to  February,  1859,  the 
meeting-house  was  shut  up  most  of  the  time,  and  the 
church  in  a  very  low  state.  In  1842  there  were 
fifty-five  members,  and  in  February,  1858,  it  had  de- 
creased to  twenty-nine  members.  After  nearly  seven- 
teen yeai-s  of  decline, — during  the  last  seven  of  which 
the  meeting-house  had  been  closed  the  most  of  the 
time, — in  February,  1859,  the  efficient  missionary  of 
the  Baptist  State  Convention,  Rev.  Hcrvey  Fitts, 
visited  the  church,  and  obtiiined  Rev.  Samuel  Hill  to 
labor  with  the  church  for  several  months.  His  labors 
were  successful  in  reviving  the  church,  and  in  the 
ensuing  summer  Rev.  Cephas  Pasco  became  pastor. 
He  continued  with  the  church  as  pastor  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  June  ^i,  1871, — a  period  of 
eleven  years  and  nine  months,  in  which  the  church 
was  greatly  strengthened  and  built  up.  Each  suc- 
ceeding year  of  his  pastorate  endeared  him  to  the 
hearts  of  the  church  and  people,  and  united  him  to 
them  more  closely  in  bonds  of  Christian  love  and 
aifection,  and  added  to  the  respect  that  all  who  knew 
him  entertained  for  him.  Truly  he  was  a  man  of 
God, — jieaceful,  modest,  retiring,  always  "  about  the 
Master's  business." 

After  Mr.  Pasco's  death  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by 
various  candidates  until  October  22d,  when  the  church 
voted  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  Joseph  Barber,  of  Bol- 
ton, he  having  preached  one  Sabbath,  but  not  as  a 
candidate.  Sunday,  November  19th,  a  letter  was 
read  to  the  church  from  Rev.  Mr.  Barber  accepting 
the  call.  He  commenced  his  labors  as  pastor  Dec.  1, 
1871,  and  continued  with  them  until  March  1,  187G, 
— a  period  of  four  years  and  three  months. 

Rev.  H.  H.  Beaman  was  called  to  the  pastorate 
June  25th,  and  commenced  his  labors  Aug.  1,  1876, 
and  was  dismissed  in  May,  1881.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  J.  W.  Dick,  in  August,  1881,  and  continued 
until  February,  1882,  wheu  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
57 


W.  S.  Walker,  on  Oct.  1,  1883,  who  is  the  present 
pastor.  The  following  were  the  original  members  of 
the  present  church  :  Albe  Howard,  Louisa  Howard, 
Franklin  Ames,  Mary  Ames,  Otis  Alger,  Susan  Alger, 
Nahum  Williams,  Olive  Williams,  David  Howard, 
Philip  E.  Hill,  Abigail  S.  Howard,  Eunice  Harvey. 

The  New  Jerusalem  Society.' — The  New  Jeru- 
salem Society  was  organized  by  the  presidirii;  minister 
of  the  Massachusetts  As.sociation  of  the  New  Jeru- 
salem April  21,  1847,  consisting  of  sixteen  or  eighteen 
nienihers. 

There  had  been  several  persons  of  that  faith  in  this 
town  during  several  years  previous  to  the  institution 
j  of  the  society,  who  held  meetings  for  worship  when 
;  a  minister  could  be  obtained  ;  and  they  had   built  a 
I  house  for  public  worship  some  time  previous  to  the 
I  above  date.     But  being  a  rural  town,  and  the  popula- 
tion was  so  transitory,  they  have  never  been  numerous 
enough  to  support  regular  preaching;  and   the   nura- 
I  hers  became  so  small  after  a  few  years,  reduced  by 
i  deaths  and  removals,  that  the  meetinirs  wore  discon- 
tinned,  and  the  remuiuing  members  joined  societies  in 
'.  adjoining  towns. 

I      Methodist  Church,  Cochesett. — The  following  is 

a  list  of  pastors  of  this  church  :  1841,  J.  J.  P.  Colyer  ; 

I  1842,  J.  J.  P.  Colyer;   1843,  Samuel  Cogshall ;  1844, 

Paul  Townsend  ;  1845,  Paul  Towusend  ;   1846,  Asa 

;  U.  Swinerton  ;  1847,  Asa  U.  Swinerton  ;  1848,  Dauiel 

i  Webb;  1849,  Daniel  Webb;  1850,  Thomas  Hardman; 

1851,  Franklin  Gavitt;  1852,  Franklin  Gavitl ;  1853, 

James  M.Worcester;    1854,  James   M.   Worcester; 

1855,  Edward  B.  Hinckley;   1856,  Sanford  Benton; 

1857,  Sanford  Benton  ;  1858,  Sanford  Beuton  ;  1859, 

Henry  D.  Robinson  ;  1861,  Charles  Hammond  ;  1862, 

Josiah   C.   Allen;    1863,    Josiah   C.  Allen;    1864, 

Franklin  Sears  ;   1865,  Franklin  Sears  ;  1866,  Walter 

Ela;  1867,  Walter  Ela ;  1868,  James  H.   Mather; 

1869,  Philip  Crandon  ;  1870,  Paul  Townsend  ;  1871, 

I  Paul  Townsend;  1872,   Edwin  G.  Babcock  ;    1873, 

[  Benjamin  L.  Sayer ;  1874,  Benjamin  L.  S.iyer;  1875, 

I  E.    A.   Boyden;    1876,  J.   W.   Sutherland;    1877, 

!  Archibald  McCord  ;  1878,  George  E.  Fuller;   1879, 

j  Daniel   M.  Rogers;    1880.  Daniel  M.  Rogers;    1381, 

j  Theophilus  B.  Gurney  ;  1882,  Theophilus  B.  Gurney  ; 

1  1883,  John  A.  Rood  ;  1884,  John  A.  Rood. 

1  Contributed  by  the  lion.  Juuiea  UutvaiJ. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

THE  CliLEBRATION  OF  1356. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  events  in  the  history 
of  the  Bridgewaters  was  the  celebration,  at  West 
Bridgewater,  June  3,  185G,  of  the  two  hundredtli  an- 
niversary of  the  incorporation  of  the  old  town.  The 
following  is  a  description  of  this  memorable  celebra- 
tion : 

The  lirst  meeting  of  citizens  of  tlie  four  Bridge- 
waters  to  consider  the  expediency  of  celebrating  the 
Second  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  ancient  town  of  Bridgewater  was  held  at  the 
town  hall  in  West  Bridgewater,  Feb.  2,  185(3.  Hon. 
John  A.  Shaw,  of  Bridgewater,  was  chosen  chair- 
man, and  Franklin  Ames,  FiSq.,  of  North  Bridge- 
water  (now  Brockton),  secretary. 

It  was  resolved  unanimously  to  hold  such  a  cele- 
bration at  West  Bridgewater.  where  the  first  white 
inhabitants  of  the  old  town  settled,  and  a  committee 
of  forty-eight  was  chosen,  consisting  of  twelve  per- 
sons (Vom  each  of  the  Bridgewaters,  to  make  all  the 
arrangements  therefor,  and  carry  the  same  into  exe- 
cution. Said  committee  consisted  of  the  following 
persons : 

Jonathan  Copcland,  Albe  Howard,  Pardon  Cope- 
land,  Nahuiu  Leonard,  Nahuni  Snell,  Thomas  Ames, 
James  Alger,  Henry  H.  Whitman,  Joseph  Kingman, 
Austin  Packard,  Calvin  Williams,  and  Dwelley  Pobes, 
of  West  Bridgewater. 

John  A.  Shaw,  Artemas  Hale,  Philander  Leach, 
Horace  Ames,  John  Edson,  Williams  Latham,  Thomas 
Cushman,  David  Perkins,  Spencer  Leonard,  Jr., 
Abram  Washburn,  Mitchell  Hooper,  and  Calvin  B. 
Pratt,  of  Bridgewater. 

Welcome  Young,  William  Allen,  Azor  Harris, 
James  H.  Mitchell,  Samuel  B.  Allen,  Benjamin  W. 
Harris,  Asa  Mitchell,  Aaron  Hobart,  Jr.,  James  Bates, 
Nathan  Whitman,  Seth  Bryant,  and  Hector  0.  A.  Orr, 
of  East  Bridgewater. 

Eliab  Whitman,  Edward  Southworth,  Jr.,  Perez 
Marshall,  Franklin  Ames,  Ellis  Packard,  Martin  L. 
Keith,  George  W.  Bryant,  Henry  W.  llobinsou, 
Henry  Howard,  Isaac  Kingman,  Samuel  Dunbar,  and 
Jonas  11.  Perkins,  of  North  Bridgewater. 

It  wad  decided  by  the  committee  of  arrangements 
to  have  an  address,  a  poem,  and  a  dinner,  and  Austin 
Packard,  Artemas  Hale,  William  Allen,  and  Edward 
Southworth,  Jr.,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  procure 
suitable  persons  to  deliver  the  address  and  poem,  and 
to  employ  tlie  service.^  of  such  clergymen  as  they 
might  think  proper. 


;       Joseph  Kingman,  Calvin  Williams,  Henry  H.  Whit- 
man, iMitchell   Hooper,  Williams  Latham,  Calvin   B. 
Pratt,  Benjamin  W.  Harris,  James   Bates,  Jame.t  H. 
Mitchell,  Ellis  Packard,  Martin  L.  Keith,  ajid  Geur-e 
I  W.   Bryant  were  chosen  a  committee   to   fi.\   upon   a 
:  definite  plan  of  procedure,  and  report  at  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  meeting. 
I       In  pursuance  of  the  report  of  the  last-nauud  coui- 
■  mittee,  the  following  officers  were  chosen  : 
j        President  of  the  day,  John  A.  Shaw. 

Vice-Preaidents,  Nahum  Leonard,  Jonathan  Cupe- 
j  land,  Benjamin  B.  Howard,  ^\'illiam  B;iylies,  Pardon 
Keith,  Artemas  Hale,  Samuel  Leonard,  Philip  E. 
Hill,  Holmes  Sprague,  Solomon  Alden,  Ezekiel  Whit- 
man, Aaron  Hobart,  Welcome  Young,  Cushiiijr  Mit- 
chell, Azor  Harris,  Eliab  Whitman,  Samuel  Dunbar, 
Josiah  W.  Kingman,  Edward  Southwurih,  Franklin 
Ames. 

Treasurer,  Austin  Packard. 
Chief  Marshal,  Aaron  B.  Drake. 
Assistant  Marshals,  Thomas  An)es,  Geor'.x-   L.  An- 
drews, James  Bates,  Francis  M.  French. 
Toast  Master,  Benjamin  W.  Harris. 
Assistant  Toast-M asters,  Joseph  Kingman,  (jcorgc 
W.  Bryant,  David  Perkins. 

Committee  of  Finance,  Dwelley  Fobes,  Itobert  Per- 
kins, Nathan  Whitman,  George  W.  Biyant. 

Committee  on  Sentiments,  [nvitations,  and  llecep- 
tion  of  Guests,  Austin  Packard,  Jo-^eph  Kingman, 
John  A.  Shaw,  Artemas  Hale,  William  Allen,  Asa 
Mitchell,  J'Jdward  Southworth,  Jr..  JiPtias  It.  Per- 
kins. 

Committee  on  Music,  Nahum  Snell,  Solomon  Keith, 
Ezra  Kingman,  Elli.s  Packard. 

Executive  Committee,  Thomas  Ames,  lleury  II. 
Whitman,  Calviu  Williams,  George  W'ilbar,  Amasu 
Howard,  Williams  Latham,  Calvin  B.  I'ratt,  James 
H.  Mitchell,  Selh  Bryant,  Ellis  Packard,  Martin  li. 
Keith. 

Committee  to  print  the  Address  and  Pueni,  with  a 
Report  of  the  Celebration,  Austin  Packard,  Artemas 
Hale,  William  Allen,  Franklin  Ames. 

Committee  to  prepare  an  Address  to  those  who  may 
celebrate  the  Third  Centennial  Anniversary,  Joseph 
Kingman,  Dwelley  Fobes,  John  A.  Shaw,  Thumas 
Cushman,  William  Allen,  Asa  Mitchell,  Edward 
Southworth,  Jr.,  Paul  Couch. 

The  chief  marshal  was  authorized  to  a]i|iuiiit  lii.s 
aids  and  the  assistant  marshals  their  aids. 

The  executive  committee  was  authorized  to  act 
upon  and  decide  all  matters  not  specially  assigned  to 
any  other  committee. 

The  several  towns  appropriated  their  [iroportion  of 
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one  thousaud  dollars  towards  defraying  the  expenses  ,  Bridgewaters,  besides  a  common  passage  out  wlien 
of  the  celebration.  i  united    in   one    column.      Over  each   street   through 

And  the  committee  on  printing  was  directed  to  in-  {  which  the  processions  entered  was  suspended  one  of 
close  the  various  documents  relating  to  the  cclebra-  i  the  following  inscriptions : 
tion   in  a  box,  and  deposit  the  same  in  the  town-.«afe  j 
at  Brid^ewater  for  tlie  use  of  those  who  may  celebrate 
the  Third  Centennial  Anniversary. 


The  ringing  of  the  bells  on  all  the  churches  in  the 
four  towns  and  the  discharge  of  cannon  announced 
the  dawn  of  the  centennial  day.  The  weather  was 
as  pleasant  as  could  be  desired,  and  a  large  number 
of  people  assembled  to  join  in  the  festivities  of  the 
occa.sion. 

Several  places  of  historical  note  were  appropriately 
designated,  among  which  were  the  following : 

Ceiilre  Tree. — A  stone  monument  now  occupies 
the  place  where  the  Centre  Tree  formerly  stood.  It 
was  long  known  as  the  centre  of  Bridgewater,  and  was 
established,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  court  at  Ply- 
mouth, soon  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town. 

Flat  Rock. — Rev.  James  Keith,  the  first  minister 
of  Bridgewater,  is  said  to  have  preached  his  first 
sermon  on  this  rock  in  1664.     An  anecdote  is  related 


'  WEST    PRECINCT.     ' 
*  900TH    PRECINCT,    1716.*' 
'EAST    PRECINCT,   172U." 
'.HORTn    PRECINCT,   173S." 


Over  the  street  through  which  the  general  proces- 
sion passed  from  the  Green  was  erected  a  triumphal 
arch,  surmounted  by  the  American  eagle  and  flag>, 
with  tlie  inscription, — 

"  Bridgewater,  Junk  3,  1666." 

In  the  centre  of  the  Green  a  flagstaff  was  erected, 
and  a  structure  for  the  exhibition  of  anti()uities. 
This  is  the  place  where  stood  the  old  meeting-house, 
built  in  1731,  and  which  for  many  years  served  the 
double  purpose  of  a  church  and  town-house. 

The  inhabitants  of  each  town  a.ssembled  at  an  early 
hour  at  a  short  distance  from  the  Green,  and  formed 
a  procession  in  such  order  as  their  respective  marshals 
directed. 

The  general  procession,  which  was  one  of  the  great 


Aid. 
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of  him,  the  narration  of  which  may  help  explain  the  fg^tm-es  of  the  day,  was  formed  ou  the  Green  at  ten 
meaning  of  a  placard  on  the  route  of  the  procea.sion.  o\.iock  in  the  morning,  and  marched  under  the  arch, 
It  appears  that  Minister  Keith  had  a  daughter,  Mary,  ^,^5^  the  direction  of  the  chief  marshal,  escorted  by 
who  gave  her  heart  to  Ephraim,  son  of  John  Howard,  ^j^g  North  Bridgewater  Light  Dragoons,  Capt.  II.  A. 
the  first  settler  of  that  name.  Mary's  father  did  not  ,  Raymond,  and  Gilmore's  Salem  Brass  Band,  occu- 
approve  of  the  match  ;  notwithstanding  which,  the  lov-  ;  pying  about  forty  minutes  in  passing  a  given  point, 
era  were  united.  The  displeased  clergyman  preached  j  j^  ^j,g  following  order: 
a  sermon,  appropriate  to  the  occasion  and  to  his  feel- 
ings, from  the  following  text :  "  Ephraim  is  joined  to  , 
idols  :  let  him  alone."  (Hos.  iv.  17.)  As  time  rolled 
on.  Parson  Keith  became  reconciled  to  his  son-in-law, 
and  learned  to  love  and  respect  him.  The  parson  [ 
then  preached  another  sermon,  and  took  for  his  text, 
"  Is  Ephraim  my  dear  son?  is  he  a  pleasant  child?  '■ 
for  since  I  spake  against  him,  I  do  earnestly  remem- 
ber him  still  ;  therefore  my  bowels  are  troubled  for 
him  ;  I  will  surely  have  mercy  upon  him,  saith  the  , 
Lord."   (Jer.  xxxi.  20.) 

"  Indians  htre  Impounded." — According  to  Mit-  , 
chell's  "  History  of  Bridgewater,"  a  number  of  Indian 
prisoners  were  conveyed  into  the  town  pound  on  the 
night  of  Aug.  3,  1676,  and  an  Indian  guard  set  over  ' 
them.  "  They  were  treated  with  victuals  and  drink,  , 
and  had  a  merry  night,  and  the  prisoners  laughed  as  j 
loud  as  the  soldiers,  not  having  been  so  well  treated  ; 
before  for  a  long  time."  | 

The  Green,  selected  as  the  place  of  general  rendez- 
vous, was  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose.      It  can  i 
be    entered  by  five  different  roads,  allowing  a  separate  j   transaction  of  paroohiul  affaire.     The  figures  show  wlicn  the 

entrance  for  the  procession  from  each  of   the  four  1  other  parishes  were  incorporated, 


Chief  Marshal. 

President  and  Orator  of  the  Day. 

Poet  and  Chaptuio:!. 

Invited  Guests. 

Clergymen  of  the  Four  Brid}^ewalc^^. 

Oommittoe  of  Arrangemunts. 

Vice-Presidents  of  the  Day. 

Assistant  Marshal.  Aid. 

The  West  Bridgewater  Procession, 

preceded  by  Flagg's  Cornel  Band. 

Consisted  of  a  large  number  of  Citizens,  with  Daunuit;,  and  ilie 

pupils  of  the  Public  Schools,  with  their  Toachor^. 

Aid.  Assistant  Marshal.  .Ai»i. 

The  Bridgewater  Prouossioii, 
preceded  by  the  Boston  Brass  Band, 
Had  two  beautifully  printed  banners,  one  representing  Bridge- 
water  in  1656,  the  other  in  1856.  .\ccompanying  the  same 
procession  was  a  large  carriage,  containing  a  rupicsentii- 
tion  of  a  school  in  Old  Times,  with  the  Teacher  and  her 
pupils  in  the  dress  of  those  days.  A  gentleman  rode  on 
horseback,  with  a  lady  aitting  on  a  pillion  behind  him. 
Then  camo  a  carriage  laden  with  old  and  modern  Imple- 


Aid. 


1  The  West  Precinct,  or  Parish,  was  never  incorporated  by 
any  act  of  the  Legislature,  but  succeeded  the  old  town  in  the 
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meotd  of  Agriculture,  followed  by  old  chaises  and  other 

vebiclea,  tilled  with  ])eojjlc  drusicd  in  the  costume  of  former 

years. 

i 
.4id.  .^sdist.lQt  Marshal.  Aid. 

The  Eiitit  Brid<;e\vater  Prucossioo, 
preceded  by  the  Boston  Brigade  Band,  | 

Comprised  a  Cavalcade  of  Citizens  j  a  Corps  of  the  Veterans  of  j 
1812,  commanded  by  Capt.  Ely  Btauuliard;  a  represcnta-   > 
tioD  of  the   purchase  of  Dridgewater,   in    IG-lfl,  by   Miles 
."^tandish,  Samuel  Nash,  anil  Constant  .Southworth, — -in  be- 
half of  the  townsmen  of  Duxbury,  and  in  the  garb  of  our  j 
Buritan  ancestors, — of  Massasoit  (or  "  Ousamcquin,"  as  he  j 
was  then  called),  in  the  perfect  costume  of  his  tribe,  from 
the  feathery  oinanients  of  the  head  to  the  decorated  moc- 
casins of  the  feet,  with  one  hand  resting  upon  a  gun,  and   | 
holding  in  tiie  other  the  deed  or  written  instrument  of  bar-   [ 
gain  and  sale.     The  scholars  of  the  District  ScliooU  rode  j 
in  CLirriuges,  covered  with  green  boughs,  bcaiing  a  ban- 
ner  inscribed  wilh  "We  Revere  our  Forefatliers."     An- 
other banner  bore  the  date  of  "  1723," — the  time  when  the  I 
East  Parish  was  incorporated.  i 

Aid.  .Assistant  Marshal.  Aid.       ' 

The  North  Bridgewater  Procession,  ; 

preceded  by  the  brass  band  of  that  town, 
Comprised  a  corps  of  soldiers  dressed  in   the  military  costume   I 
of  the  ContiucQtals,  eiimntanded   by  Capt.  John    Battles;   | 
the  Campello  Rangers,  Capt.  Ziba  Keith ;    the   Protector  | 
Eugine  Company,  Capt.  C.  L.  llauthaway,  with  their  en- 
gine beautifully  decorated,  aud  drawn  by  four  horses;  after 
which  came  the  Enterprise  Engine  Company  in  uniform, 
and  a  large  number  of  citizens,  . 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  general  proeessiou  entered  | 
the  pavilion.     The  exoiciscs  coiutuenced  by  an  invo- 
cation by  Rev.  Jonas  Perkins,  of  Biaintree,  which  was 
followed  by  a  hymn  written  by  William   Culleu  Bry- 
ant, to  the  tune  uf  "  Auld  Lung  Syne." 

The  address  was  delivered  by  Hun.  Emory  Wasli- 
burne.  A  poem  was  read  by  James  Reed,  and  remarks 
were  made  by  various  persons,  including  Hon.  John 
A.  Shaw,  who  delivered  the  address  of  welcome,  Hun. 
Ezukiel  Whitman,  Hon.  Lemuel  Shaw,  Rev.  Ralph 
Sawyer,  Hon.  William  Baylies,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Aldun, 
Hon.  Aaron  Hubart,  Hun.  Seth  Sprague,  aud  Hon. 
James  M.  Keith.  A  hymn  was  also  written  by  Rev. 
Daniel  Huntington,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  and 
several  songs  by  Mr.  D.  W.  0.  Packard. 


CHAPTER    IIL 

GRAVEYARDS— EPITAPHS.' 

Old  Graveyard  in  West  Bridgewater. — The  Old 
Graveyard  in  West  Bridgewater,  on  the  east  side  of 
Taunton  road,  leading  from  Mill  River  to  Mile  Brook 


'  Condensed  from  the  late  AVilliams  Latham's  excellent  work 
entitled,  "  Epitaphs  in  Old  Bridgewater,  Mass." 


bridge,  now  called  South  Street,  was  originally  one 
acre  of  land  ;  and  about  forty  years  ago  was  enlarged 
by  an  addition  of  land  on  the  north  and  east  sides,  to 
its  present  form  and  quantity,  to  wit:  nearly  a  tri- 
angle, and  containing  one  acre,  one  quarter  and  eleven 
rods  of  land,  then  making  a  carriage-way  on  the 
northerly  and  easterly  side,  and  then  inclosing  the 
wliole  grouud  with  a  stone  wall,  making  the  cuu- 
formation  of  the  graveyard  as  it  is  seen  at  the  present 
day. 

Some  ten  years  ago  the  ground  had  bccunie  grown 
over  to  bushes,  trees,  wild  grass,  and  weeds,  the  stones 
covered  with  moss,  and  out  of  position.  A  subscrip- 
tion was  raised,  the  ground  was  dug  over,  graded  and 
smoothed,  the  headstones  cleaned  and  righted,  the 
footstouea  removed  to  the  backside  of  the  headstones, 
and  otherwise  disposed  of,  so  that  the  ground  is  now 
in  comfortable  condition  for  mowing,  and  fur  being 
kept  in  good  order  in  the  future. 

There  is  but  one  reference  to  this  ground  ;ts  a  grave- 
yard in  the  old  records,  and  that  is  its  grant  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  Bridgewater  for  a  burial-place,  and  is  found 
in  the  first  volume  of  said  "  Proprietors'  Records," 
at  the  top  of  page  153,  in  the  handwriting  of  Samuel 
Allen,  who  was  the  second  town  and  pro]irieturs'  clerk, 
from  1683  to  1702,  and  is  in  these  words,  under  the 
head  of  "  Edward  Fobes  :" 

**  more,  one  akcr  and  half  and  one  aker  for  a  burying  place, 
liing  at  the  bed  uf  this  aker  and  half  liing  at  the  lied  of  his  tow 
bouse  lot  that  hee  bought  of  John  Cary,  bounded  at  the  lied  by 
tow  red  ok  or  black  oke  saplings." 

Tliere  is  no  date  to  this  grant  or  record.  It  was 
without  doubt  after  1G83,  as  Mr.  Allen  was  not  clerk 
till  December,  1683.  The  record  on  the  preceding 
page,  152,  under  the  head  of  "The  lands  of  Edward 
Fobes  in  the  Township  of  Bridgewater,  huth  uplands 
and  meadow,"  is  in  the  handwriting  uf  John  Cary,  the 
first  town  and  proprietors'  clerk,  from  the  first  scttle- 
mentof  the  town,  in  1651,  to  the  day  ol'  iiis  death,  Oct. 
31, 1681.  Deacon  Edward  Fobes,  son  of  John  Fubes, 
an  original  projirietor,  then  lived  wljere  Dwelly  Fubes 
now  lives,  and  owned  two  house-  or  gardcn-luts,  t  wiiiiy- 
four  by  eighty,  twelve  acres,  bounded  west  by  Samuel 
llldson,  and  east  by  road  to  Taunton,  being  the  present 
road  by  Ids  house  and  the  burying-plaee,  and  tiic  two 
house-lots,  twenty-four  by  eighty,  referred  tu  in  iliis 
record  as  bought  of  John  Cary,  mean  the  two  liouse- 
lots  opposite  tlie  dwelling-liouse  of  said  I'jdward  l'"obes, 
now  Dwelly  Fobes,  bounded  east  by  Jolin  -\mc.s,  and 
west  by  the  road  aforesaid,  which  two  huuse-luts  last 
named  were  owned,  occupied,  and  lived  upon  by  John 
Cary,  Jr.,  son  of  tlie  old  and  first  town  clerk,  who 
moved  to   Bristol,  then  a  part  of  the   old   culuuy  uf 
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Plymouth,  and  now  in  Rhode  Island,  and  said  Gary, 
Jr.,  of  Bristol,  sold  and  conveyed  said  two  house-lots 
to  said  Edward  Fobes  by  deed  dated  July  7,  1GS3, 
recorded  in  '■  Plymouth  Ref;istry,"  book  20,  page  123. 
The  acre  and  half  mentioned  in  said  record  lay  at  the 
head  of  these  two  house-lots,  and  the  one  acre  referred 
to  for  a  burying-place,  lay  at  the  head  of  the  one  acre 
and  half,  and  i.s  the  present  buryin<:-ground,  except 
the  additions  made  some  forty  years  ago,  as  above 
stated.  This  ground  was  probably  not  u.sed  at  all  for 
a  burying-place  till  after  its  grant  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  grunt  was  not  made  till  after  July  7,  1G83,  and 
may  nut  have  been  for  some  years  after  that. 

The  epitaphs  fail  to  show  that  this  ground  was  used 
much,  if  any,  for  the  burial  of  persons  living  and 
dying  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  afterwards  known  as 
South,  Exst,  and  North  Precincts.  According  to 
gravestone  account.  Deacon  Samuel  Edson  died  1692, 
his  wife  1699.  Rev.  James  Keith's  first  wife  1705, 
he  1719,  all  buried  in  this  yard,  near  each  other.  The 
nest  five  persons  having  gravestones  and  buried  here 
are  a  uhild  of  Dr.  Perkins,  1720  ;  a  child  of  George 
Williams,  1721  ;  Hannah,  wife  of  Comfort  Willis, 
1721-3,  aged  sixty-four;  Martha  Fobes,  1725,  aged  sis; 
and  Joseph  Keith,  1730,  aged  fifty-five,  said  Joseph 
Keith  being  the  only  one  of  the  nine  children  of  Rev. 
James  Keith  the  exact  date  of  whose  birth  is  known. 
He  was  no  doubt  born  Feb.  14,  1675,  as  stated  on  his 
gravestone,  and  died  Sept.  27,  1730. 

A  memoir  of  Royal  Keith,  with  annals  of  the  Keith 
family  of  Scotland,  a  pamphlet  of  twenty-four  pages, 
was  published  at  Boston,  1S73,  by  C.  E.  Keith  &  Co., 
in  which  memoir  on  the  seventh  page  is  given  an  ac- 
count of  the  birth  of  the  children  of  the  Rev.  James 
Keith,  putting  down  the  esact  date  of  the  birth  of 
each  of  his  nine  children,  naming  them  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  named  in  Mitchell's  "  History  of 
Bridgewater,"  as  follows : 

"  James  Keith,  born  Dec.  5,  1609  ;  Joseph  Keith, 
born  Nov.  8,  1671  ;  Samuel  Keith,  born  Dec.  20, 
1673;  Timothy  Keith,  born  April  3,  1675;  John 
Keith,  born  Oct.  4,  1676;  Josiah  Keith,  born  Dec. 
25, 1678 ;  Margaret  Keith,  born  Nov.  2, 1682  ;  Mary 
Keith,  born  April  3,  1084;  Susanna  Keith,  born 
March  10,  1687." 

This  account  of  the  dates  of  the  births  of  these 
children  is  believed  to  be  wholly  incorrect,  without 
authority,  and  was  altogether  conjectural.  Two  of 
the  three  daughters,  and  four  of  the  six  sons  of  Min- 
ister Keith,  lived  and  died  in  Bridgewater.  These 
four  sons  have  gravestones,  giving  the  date  of  their 
deaths  and  ages,  and  one  of  them,  said  Joseph  Keith, 
givuig  the  exact  date  of  his  birth,  as  well  as  his  death. 


aa  before  stated.     The  other  three  sons  have  grave- 
stones reading  aa  follows : 

Samuel'  "died  Feb.  3,  1759,  in  the  eighty-second 
year  of  his  age."  He  was  buried  in  Scotland,  part 
of  the  South  Precinct  of  old  Bridgewater. 

Timothy*  "died  Nov.  8,  1767,  aged  eighty-four." 
Buried  in  Campello,  part  of  North  Precinct,  now 
Brockton. 

John'  "died  June  11,  1761,  in  the  seventy-third 
year  of  his  age."  Buried  in  the  Old  Yard,  South 
Precinct,  now  Bridgewater. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  birth  or  death  of  the  other 
five  children  of  Rev.  James  Keith,  who  have  no  grave- 
stones. Two  of  his  daughters  lived  and  died  in 
Bridgewater,  now  West  Bridgewater.  James  died  in 
Mendon,  Josiah  died  in  E;iston,  and  Margaret  prob- 
ably died  in  Rehoboth.  Their  births  and  deaths  are 
unknown  except  as  before  erroneously  stated  in  that 
memoir,  which  is  incorrect  and  unreliable,  if  grave- 
stones tell  the  truth. 

There  were  but  one  monument  in  this  ground  be- 
fore 1700,  sis  before  1730,  thirty-seven  before  1750, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four  before  1800,  and  three 
hundred  and  four  all  told,  down  to  the  present  time. 

This  old  yard  has  not  been  much  used  for  a  burial- 
place  for  the  last  thirty' years  or  more,  and  only  two 
interments  have  been  made  for  the  last  ten  years. 
There  is  now  in  this  yard  one  tomb  on  the  north  side 
of  the  ground  called  the  Baxter  tomb,  and  now  owned 
by  Withington  Caldwell ;  and  there  are  three  tombs 
near  the  middle  of  the  yard,  belonging,  one  to  the 
heirs  of  Benjamin  B.  Howard,  deceased;  one  to  the 
heirs  of  Judge  Daniel  Howard,  deceased;  and  one  to 
the  heirs  of  Charles  Howard  and  Wm.  Ames,  de- 
ceased ;  all  built  about  1824.  None  of  these  tombs 
have  any  occupants. 

Where  were  the  dead  buried  for  upward  of  thirty 
years  previous  to  the  use  of  this  graveyard,  which 
was  not  used  till  after  1683? 

The  first  notice  of  any  other  burying-place  is  to  be 
found  in  the  "  Proprietors'  Records,"  vol.  i.,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  page  248,  in  the  handwriting  of  Samuel  Allen, 
proprietors'  clerk,  made  in  the  year  1689,  under  the 
iiead  of  "  The  lands  of  John  Field  both  upland  and 
meadow  land  hear  in  the  Towne  of  Bridgewater."  It 
is  as  follows : 

"more  on  acre  and  halfe  joying  to  the  westerly  siJe  of  his 
land  liing  on  the  north  aide  of  Meeting  House,  ranging  all  along 
the  side  of  his  lund,  being  foure  {tolo  wide  in  breadth  bounded 
in  the  corner  next  the  Meeting  Uouse  and  Tliouiaa  Sneli's  land 
by  a  stone  pitched  into  the  ground  and  so  running  all  the  length 
of  his  land  to  the  highway  as  it  goes  to  Sandy  Hill  wilh  allowance 
for  highway  on  line  beside  said  four  pole  and  the  bury-  f  ij^gg  I 
ing  place  for  those  naiborsy' have  made  choise  of  it."    i  > 
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The  next  reference  to  any  buryiug-place  found  in  i  eral  Court,  and   to  pull  down   the  old  house  to  make 

the  old  records,  is  in  the  first  volume  of  the  "  West     room  for  the  new  one. 

Precinct  Record,"  at  the  bottom  of  page  5,  iu  the  hand-  No  other  graveyard   north   of  this  place  is  known 

writing  of  Nathaniel   Brett,  precinct  clerk,  and  is  as  j  to    have    existed  at    this  time,  1GS9   to   1729,  and  I 

follows:  I  should  judge  the  centre  of  the  travel  to  be  south  of 

,,  .,  .        r .,     .,,    .  „  .   „  i>    1 ,. ..  .„,  v^„„„.    ;  these  premises.     There  were  but   few  settlements  ai 

*  At  a  UQectiug  ol  the  \*  est  1  reciDut  in  Unu^ewuter,  iNovcui-   |  r 

ber  20,  172!),  the   I'reciiiot  past  a  cleiir  vote  fur  bmljiui;  a  new       this  time  (1729)  in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

Meetinj;  House  at  the  burying  place  to  J"  uoitliwaul  ul' the  een-  \    f^,yf    graveS   have    been    found    in    the    field    and 

ter  ol  travel.'  ground  south   of  Francis  E.  Howard's  house,  uii  the 

I  have  no  doubt  the  buryiiig-place  referred   to   in  ■  west  aide  of  the  Boston  road  from  Beiijaiuiu  Howard's 

these  two  records  of  1G89  and  1729  are  one  and  the  i  house  to  the  house  of  said   Francis,  and   there  were, 

same  place,  and  is  where  the  Rev.  Richard  Stone  in  i  within  the  memory  of  man,  graves  with  natural  stones, 

18o5,  and   Mr.  Edward  Capen  in  1845,  dug  the  eel-  i  without  inscription,  within  the  limits  of  tlie  highway, 

lars  for  their  houses,  and   laud  between  and  adjacent  I  but  west  of  the  line  of  travel,  at  this  place,  and  there 

tliereto.      When   the  cellars  were  dug  several  graves,  ^  is  a  tradition    in    the    neighborhood    of  some   burials 

human   bones,  and  remains  of  coffins  were  found  in  i  here",  but  nothing  definite  or  certain  is  known  of  its 

each  of  these  cellars,  which  are  about  eight  rods  apart,  i  being  a  burying-place  of  much  extent,  though  it  ap- 

and  there  is  a  tradition   in   the  neighborhood  that  a  .  pears  to  have  been,  probably,  the  first  burying-place 

certain    negro   was    buried   under  an   apple-tree  thou  1  in  Bridgewater,  and  that  opposite  the  house  ol  Gama- 

and   there  near  by  standing,   showing   the  burying-  |  liel  Howard  the  second,  and  that  on  the  ea.st  side  of 

place  to  have  occupied  forty  or  IJfty  square  rods  of  i  Taunton  road  to  be  the  third  ;  this  first  yard,  prob- 

ground.  ably  not   much    used   after  the  third  yard  was  estab- 

The  meeting-house  referred  to  in  the  first  record  ■  lished,  in  1683  or  later.     This  first  yard  is  situated 

was  the  second  meeting-house  built  in  Bridgewater,  j  about   half-way  between   the   house   of   Rev.   James 

1G74,  enlarged  1694,  and  taken  down  1731,  and  was  '  Keith,  built   1661,  enlarged   1677,  and   now  owned 

then  (1689)  standing  where  tlie  Three  Decker   was  ;  and  occupied  by  George  M.  Pratt,  and  the  supposed 

built,  1731,  and   taken    down    1823,  and   where   the  '  site  of  the  first  meeting-house,  built  in  1601,  taken 

Soldiers'  Monument  now  stands,  built  in  1879.     John  :  down  1674,  and  which  probably  stood  on  the  west  side 

Field  then   lived  where  Jonathan  Howard  now  lives,  i  of  the  old  Boston  road  south  of  Francis  E.  Howard's 

and  Snell's  land   was  where  the   old    Byram   tavern  i  house,  or  on   the   north  side  of  the  old  road  leading 

house  now  stands.  I  from  the  Green,  or  soldier's  monument,  westerly,  and 

The  biiryiug-plaee,  referred  to  in  the  second  record      north  of  the  houses  of  Francis  Perkins  and  .Joiiiithan 

above,  was  no  doubt  the  ground  on  the  east  side  of     Howard,  and  by  the  house  of  Samuel  Packard,  now 


the  Boatou  road  from  the  meeting-house  to  Sandy 
Hill,  opposite  to  the  dwelling-house  of  the  late  Gama- 
liel  Howard.     The  centre  of   the  travel  means   the 


gone,  to  the  Boston  road  north  of  the  old  Howard 
tavern  house,  now  gone.  This  old  road,  probably 
the  first  made  upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  was  straight 


centre  of  the  travel  of  all  the  ratable  inhabitants  of  I  from  point  to  point,  and  was  allowed  to  be  "  stopped 
West  Precinct,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  the  new  |  up  by  John  Howard  and  John  Field,  171U,and  turned 
meeting-house  which  they  were  desirous  to  build,  and  j  down  the  lane"  on  the  bank  of  the  river  as  now  u.scd 
which  was  built  iu  1731.  for  a  highway  in  front  of  Jonathan  Howard's  house  ; 

The  Precinct  in  1728  voted  to  build  a  new  meeting-  I  but  the  first  meeting-house  most  likely  stood  near  the 
house  in   the  centre  of  travel  of  all   ratable  iuhabi-     first  burying-ground. 

tants  of  West  Precinct,  and  chose  a  committee  to  It  was  a  practice  in  old  times  to  have  tlie  meeting- 
measure  and  find  out  the  centre.  No  report  is  to  be  '  house,  the  graveyard,  and  the  minister's  house  close 
fouud  and  it  dues  not  appear  where  that  centre  was;  |  together,  especially  the  two  first;  and  if  the  ground 
then  comes  the  vote  of  Nov.  26,  1729,  above  cited.  }  south  of  Francis  E.  Howard's  was  a  burial-place  dnr- 
Next  comes  the  vote  of  Dec.  24,  1729,  to  set  it  at  the  '  ing  the  first  thirty  or  more  years  of  this  settlement, 
west  end  or  near  the  old  house,  giving  the  names  of  '  it  would  be  near  the  meeting-house  and  minister's 
forty-eight  persons  voting  for  it,  and  finally,  after  !  house,  whether  we  assume  the  first  meeting-house  to 
many  parish  meetings,  and  an  appeal  to  the  Legisla-  i  liave  been  located  east  of  the  Boston  road,  near  the 
tuic,  it  was  voted,  June  8,  1731,  to  set  the  meeting-  |  Samuel  Packard  house  as  heretofore  suggested,  or  we 
house  at  the  west  end  of  the  old  house,  according  to  !  assume  that  it  stood  on  the  west  side  of  that  road 
the  order  and  recommendation  of  the  Great  and  Gen-  ■  south  of  F.  E.  Howard's  house. 
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We  fail  to  find  gravestones  prior  to  1700,  wiih  one 
esccptioD,  and  very  few  prior  to  1740,  and  we  are  uu- 
abli;  to  find  other  record-evidence  tliat  eitlier  of  these 
two  places  were  used  for  burial  ;  although  it  is  highly 
probable  that  they  were  both  burial-places  during  the 
tirat  thirty  yeai-s,  and  occasioually  used  for  some  tinie 
afterwards. 

The  Boston,  Plymouth  and  Taunton  road,  tiirough 
West  Bridgewater,  laid  out  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men  in 
10(58,  luis  always  been  understood  to  be  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Mile  Brook  Kidge,  by  the  old  burying- 
ground,  Dwelly  Fobcs'  house,  over  Town  River,  by 
the  houses  of  Benjamin  and  Francis  E.  Howard,  by 
the  present  meeting-house,  and  by  the  house  of  the 
late  Gamaliel  Howard,  to  Saudy  Hill,  north  of  the  late 
Jonathan  Copeland's  house. 

Each  of  these  roads  starts  from  the  meeting-house. 
The  Plymouth  and  Boston  is  one  road,  from  the  mect- 
ing-liouse  to  Sandy  Hill  ;  and  the  Taunton  road  runs 
from  the  meeting-house  to  John  Howard's,  and  thence 
over  the  river  to  Mile  Brook  bridge  (meaning  the  old 
tavern-house  of  the  first  John  Howard).  This  meet- 
ing-house, being  the  first  meeting-house  in  old  Bridge- 
water,  stood  on  the  Boston  and  Taunton  road,  through 
Bridgewater,  and  probably  on  the  west  side  of  it,  be- 
tween the  houses  of  said  Benjamin  and  Francis  E. 
Howard. 

Graveyards  grow,  decay,  disappear,  and  are  soon 
forgotten.  Gravestones  were  expensive  and  difficult 
to  be  obtained.  Native  flat  stones,  set  in  the  ground 
edgewise,  at  the  head  and  foot  of  graves,  were  suffi- 
cient to  identify  the  resting-places  of  friends  for  the 
time  being,  and  graves  during  the  memory  of  man 
Were  recognized;  but  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  genera- 
tions, and  long  ago  becoming  unknown,  have  been 
demolished,  stones  removed,  and  ground  leveled  and 
smootiied.  There  are  but  few  gravestones  with  in- 
scriptions thereon  during  tlie  first  one  hundred  years 
after  the  settlement  of  Bridgewater.  The  earliest 
stones  were  generally  for  young  children,  and  there 
is  much  doubt  and  uncertainty  what  yard,  or  in  what 
part  ut'  the  yard,  the  first  settlers  were  buried,  or 
when  burial-places  were  first  established,  who  gave 
the  land,  or  how  right  of  burial  was  actiuired. 

EPITAPHS   IN    THE   OLD   GRAVEYARD. 

1.  Daniel  Howard,  Esq.,  born  April  24,  1749,  died 
Aug.  23,  1S33. 

Abigail,  wife  of  Daniel  Howard,  Esq.,  born  Oct. 
15,  1754,  died  July  5, 1818. 

2.  Freelove,  wife  of  Josiah  Willis,  formerly  wife 
of  Wm.  Fobes,  died  April  27,  1854,  x  78. 

3.  Mr.  William  Fobes,  died  SO'"  April,  1812,  in  hia 
45  year. 


4.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Alice  Witherell,  who  died 
Feb.  15,  1804,  in  her  61"  year.  Ifr.  Obediah  With- 
erell, her  husband,  died  in  the  West  Indies,  Aug.  30, 
1775,  ;e  27. 

5.  Here  lies  hurried  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Abiel  Ames,  and  Mrs.  Olive,  hia  wife,  who  died  Feb. 
1,  17U7,  in  her  4'"  year. 

6.  Charles,  Son  of  Mr.  George  Williams,  Jr.  He 
died  Dec.  8,  1806,  in  hia  12""  mo. 

7.  George  Williams,  Jr.,  died  Aug.  21,  1809,  in  liis 
35"'  year. 

Tenra  flow,  and  cares 

not  where  tbe  good  man  lies, 

Tin  all  wbo  know  lilin  follow 

to  tbe  skiee ; 

Tettrs,  therefore,  full 

Where  George's  asbes  sleep; 

Ulm  wife,  friends,  parent,  cbitdreo  weep, 

And  juotly  few  will  over  hlui  tiuiii«cnd, 

As  hushuiid,  Parent, 

Child  and  VrleuU. 

8.  Mrs.  Eunice  Williams,  Relict  of  Mr.  George 
Williams,  Jr.,  in  the  36""  year  of  her  age. 

Think,  0  I  ye  parents,  think  bow  great 
Uow  favored  with  your  children  iu  yourview, 
Whilst  you  enjoy  your  health,  your  wealth  und  State, 
Prepare  to  follow  me;  teach  them  to  follow  you. 

9.  Sybel  Porter,  born  Jan.  14,  1789,  died  Sept.  3, 
1795,  aged  6  years  and  7  mos.  Lucy  and  Lois,  born 
Feb.  26,  1791.  Lucy  died  Feb.  10,  1792.  Lois  died 
1838.     Drs.  of  Daniel  and  Abigail  Howard. 

10.  Abigail,  born  Dec.  7,  1779,  died  Feb.  27, 1851. 
Susanna,  born  May  22,  1781,  died  Mar.  17,  1814. 
Mary,  born  Dec.  19,  1784,  died  Apr.  24,  1850.  Drs. 
of  Daniel  and  Abigail  Howard. 

11.  Apollos  Howard,  born  Oct.  27,  180G,  died  Aug. 
19,  1858. 

12.  Sybil  Porter  Howard,  Daughter  of  Daniel 
Howard,  Esq.,  and  Abigail,  his  wife,  is  here  intered, 
in  her  7""  year  of  her  age.  The  fatal  accident  which 
instantly  closed  her  sum  of  life  happened  Sept.  3, 
1795.  (Same  as  No.  9.  Killed  by  water-wheel  in  oil 
mill  of  her  father.) 

13.  Lucy,  the  Daughter  of  Daniel  Howard,  Esq., 
and  Abigail,  his  wife,  here  lies  iutered.  She  died  Feb. 
10,  1792,  aged  11  mos.,  14  days.  (Same  as  No.  9. 
Killed  by  a  fork  thrown  at  her  head  by  u  phiyniate.) 

Various  are  the  Shafts  of  death. 

14.  Erected  iu  Memory  of  Miss  Bathsheba,  a 
Daughter  of  Capt.  Salmon  and  Mrs.  Amelia  Howard, 
who  died  Nov.  27,  1837,  aged  27  years. 

Iter  mind  was  tranquil  aud  sereoe  ; 
No  terrors  in  her  looks  were  aeeu; 
ller  Savior's  smile  dispelled  tile  gluoni, 
And  smoothed  her  pus&uge  to  the  touib. 

15.  To  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Susanna  Fobe.s,  Eldest 
Daughter  of  Col.  Edward  Howard,  and  wife  of  Mr. 
Jesse  Fobes,  this  stone  is  erected.  In  1774  nhe  was 
married  to  Oakes  Angler,  Esq.,  Barrister-at-Law. 
After  his  death,  in  1786,  she  remained  a  widow  until 


904 


HISTORY   OF    PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


179:i,  anJ  died  April  28,  1793.  This  Jes=e  Fobua,  by 
a  second  wife,  tlie  daugliter  of  Rev.  Elijah  Packard, 
was  the  father  of  Judge  Charles  E.  Fobes,  late  of 
Northauipton. 

16.  Oakes  Angier,  Esq.,  Barrister-at-Law,  departed 
this  life  Sept.  P',  A.  D.  )78G,  in  the  4P'  year  of  his 
age,  and  here  lies  interred  with  mind  vigorous  and 
penetrating,  assiduous  and  indel'atigable  in  business. 
Ho  soon  arrived  attMiiinence  in  his  profession.  Seven- 
teen years  practice  at  the  bar  with  fidelity,  integrity, 
and  ability  t'stablished  his  rupntatioii,  and  improved 
his  fortune,  but  too  fatally  injured  his  constitution  in 
the  nieridiau  of  life,  by  a  lingering  and  incurable 
malady.  The  Great  Teacher  put  a  period  to  his  days, 
thereby  atfording  an  alfecting  evidence  of  the  futility 
of  the  fondest  dreams  of  terrestrial  felicity. 

17.  Mrs.  i\Iary  Fobes,  wife  of  Mr.  Timothy  Fobes, 
died  Nov.  14,  1814,  ;e  71. 

\Vliy  do  we  moiirQ  departing  frienda, 
Or  tibuke  at  DeuUi'd  Aliirui? 
'Tin  but  tile  vuice  timt  Jama  cuudd, 
To  cull  biDi  to  bid  at  iMd. 

IS.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Timothy  Fobes,  who,  after 
enduring  painful  and  lingering  malady,  departed  this 
life  Oct.  20,  A.  D.  1805,  in  the  04'"  year  of  his  age. 

The  futlier'd  voice  is  hoard  uo  uiure 

Tltuu^li  bprtreil  to  tlifir  tliree-Bcuro  yeiira  and  four. 

Let  ^Uepiiig  dual  in  ucceutji  cry, 

¥■•■  cbildruu  Dear  prepare  to  die. 

19.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Molly,  wife  of  Mr.  Noah 
Edson.     She  died  Jan.  7,  1812,  in  her  45'"  year. 

20.  Jonathan  H.  Crane,  died  Aug.,  1831,  aged  17 
years. 

21.  Martha,  widow  of  Jonathan  Howard,  born 
June,  1758,  died  June  16,  1837. 

22.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Howard, 
2^  who  died  Oct.  18,  1805,  in  the  57'"  year  of  his  age. 

23.  Erected  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Azel  Howard, 
who  died  Nov.  1,  1813,  aged  22  years. 

24.  Erected  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Church, 
wife  of  Mr.  Nathan  Church,  who  died  Sept.  29,  1813, 
aged  27  years. 

25.  Gamaliel  Howard,  born  July  17,  1751,  died 
July  18,  1831,  aged  SO  years.  Olive,  his  wife,  born 
May  4,  1765,  died  Feb.  13,  1831,  aged  75  years. 

26.  In  memory  of  Susanna,  wife  of  Christopher 
Flinn,  who  died  Feb.  5,  1820,  aged  56. 

27.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Terah  Whitman,  died  Nov. 
24,  1805,  in  the  90"'  year  of  his  age. 

28.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  Wiiitman,  wife  of 
Mr.  Terah  Whitman,  who  died  April  3,  1799,  aged  84 
years. 

29.  In  memory  of  Sylvanus  Howard,  who  died 
April  9,  1850,  a'  56. 

30.  Tlie  grave  of  Mehetabel  Hayward,  who  died 
May  27,  1846,  aged  56  years. 

31.  The  grave  of  Ruby  Hayward,  who  died  June 
27,  1846,  aged  52  years. 

32.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Daniel  Hayward,  who  died 


Jan.   3,    1842,  in  the  90"'  year  of  his  age.     (Son  uf 
Benjamin.) 

33.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Bethiah,  wife  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Hayward,  who  died  Aug.  1,  1846,  in  the  92''  year  of 
her  age. 

34.  Joanna  Edson  died  Jan.  27,  1846,  a'  7S  years. 

35.  Joanna  Howard  died  Feb.  25,  1863,  aged  79 
years,  7  mos.  and  14  days. 

36.  In  memory  of  Hannah  Culwell,  wife  of  John 
Colwell,  who  died  April  2,  1815,  m  2f>. 

37.  In  memory  of  Vesta,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Hayward  and  Mrs.  Hannah,  his  wile,  wlio  died  Aug. 
10,  1787,  aged  2  mo.  4  days. 

38.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hayward,  who  died 
April  11,  1790,  aged  82  years.     (Lived  at  the  Centre.) 

39.  Hannah  H.  wife  of  Mr.  Asa  Whitman,  died 
April  2,  1812,  le  29. 

40.  In  memory  of  Mr.  George  Howard,  Jr.,  who 
died  Sept.  22,  1812,  in  the  60"'  year  of  liis  age. 

41.  Parnell,  wife  of  Mr.  George  Howard,  Jr.,  died 
June  30,  1819,  »  60. 

42.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Seth  Lathrop  who  died 
March  2,  1804,  in  his  SS"*  year. 

43.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Josiali  Lathrop,  who  died 
May  15,  1S08,  in  his  83''  year. 

44.  Sarah  Lothrop,  wii'e  of  Josiah  Lothrop,  died 
Aug.  28,  1815,  U2  86. 

45.  Joseph,  son  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Kingman  and 
Mary  his  wife,  was  born  July  25,  174S,  and  died 
March  15,  1751. 

46.  In  memory  of  Bethiah,  Daughter  of  Mr.  Jona- 
than Kingman  and  Mary  his  wife,  who  died  Oct.  13, 
1769,  in  y"  27"'  year  of  her  age. 

47.  Joseph  Kinguiau,  the  Son  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Kingman  and  Jlary  his  wife,  was  born  July  l.'l,  1745, 
died  May  'J,  1747. 

48.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Henry  Kingman,  who  de- 
ceased Oct.  the  21,  1738,  in  the  71-'  year  of  his  age. 
Memento  mori. 

49.  Here  lie  Burried,  Mrs.  Bethiali  Kingman,  y' 
wife  of  Mr.  Henry  Kingman,  who  died  .-Vpr.  30,  1755, 
in  y"  84"'  year  of  her  age. 

50.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Jonathan  Kingman.  She 
died  March  28,  1781,  in  the  68'"  year  of  her  age. 

51.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Jonathan  Kingman,  who 
died  April  6,  1792,  in  y"  84'"  year  of  her  age. 

Uleuded  ure  llie  Ueud  which  die  lo  the  Lord, 

For  tbey  rest  fruui  their  Labor  and  llioir  woikb  do  ToIIom  tlietn. 

52.  Here  lie  8  children  of  Mr.  Josiah  Lothrop  and 
Susanna  his  wife.  They  died  in  infancy.  (Moved  to 
Canada  East,  town  of  Eaton,  1817.  Si.s:  (d  his  four- 
teen children  lived  to  grow  up.) 

53.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Bathshcba,  widow  of 
Simeon  Howard,  who  died  April  17,  1862,  ;e  89  years, 
8  mo.  aud  20  days. 

54.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Simeon  Howard,  who 
died  Nov.  14,  1856,  le  86  years,  8  mo.  26  days. 

55.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah,  wife  of  Mr.  Sim- 
eon Howard,  who  died  July  12,  1805,  in  her  37  year. 
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56.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Amasa  Howard,  who 
died  July  30,  1797,  in  the  42''  year  of  his  age. 

Daily  uur  mortal  life  d«caya, 
Uut  Christ  our  lifo  bIiuII  cuQie, 
UIn  iinruditttt^d  puwiT  HliiiU  ruibe 
Our  IxHiica  frooi  tUa  tontb. 

57.  In  memory  of  Sophia,  Daughter  of  Capt. 
Amasa  Howanl  and  iloUy  his  wife,  who  died  Sept. 
y*  13.  1791,  ;e  1  year,  7  mo. 

F.ital  dideaee  till  liuiiinn  okitl  defie:^, 

The  U-udur,  (air,  uiice  Lluumiu^,  fudea  and  died. 

58.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Molly,  wife  of  JNIr. 
David  Howard,  wlio  died  June  8,  1791,  in  y°  31  year 
of  liL-r  age. 

59.  Erected  in  the  memory  of  Sally  Ames,  Daugli- 
ter  of  Mr.  David  Howard  and  Mrs.  Molly  his  wife, 
who  died  July  y'=  29,  1791,  aged  10  w.  3  day. 

60.  In  memory  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Howard,  She 
died  Dec.  23,  1812,  in  her  57'"  year. 

61.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Moward,  died 
May  IS,  1809,  aged  80  years. 

My  children  thia  place  draw  near, 
A  father's  ^rave  to  see  ; 
Not  loiii;  iigu  I  wua  with  you, 
Aud  soou  you'll  be  with  Die. 

62.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Phebe,  wife  of  Capt.  Jona- 
than Howard,  who  died  May  27,  1802,  her  age  65. 

Flow  loved,  liuw  viiiucU  ouce  uvnil  lue  uot; 
To  whom  related,  or  by  whom  begot; 
A  heap  of  dual  alone  remains  of  ute, 
'Tid  all  thou  art,  and  all  the  proud  Hhall  be. 

MONUME.XTAL. 

63.  East  side— Hannah  Reed,  died  Feb.  20,  1786, 
aged  2  mos.  Sally  Reed,  died  April  27,  1797,  aged  4 
years.  Solomon  Reed  died  Aug.  6,  1820,  aged  32 
years. 

North  side— John  Reed,  D.D.,  born  Nov.  11, 
1751,  (lied  Feb.  17,  1831  in  the  fifty-first  year  of  his 
ministry.  Hannah,  his  wife,  <lied  Nov.  — ,  1815,  aged 
60  years. 

South  side— Mrs.  Phebe  Reed,  born  Nov.  8,' 1769, 
died  July  5,  1855. 

64.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Capt.  Salmon  How- 
ard, who  died  June  30,  1S49,  in  his  72''  year. 

65.  Amelia  Siiell,  wife  of  Capt.  Salmon  Howard, 
died  Jan.  19,  1863,  aged  82  years  aud  5  mos.  Adec- 
tionate  remembrance  prompts  this  last  tribute  of 
respect  of  a  widowed  wife,  an  orphan  child,  in  com- 
memoration of  the  virtue  of  a  beloved  husband,  and 
a  revered  father. 

66.  David  Snow,  died  Aug.  26,  1858,  x  73  years. 

67.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  John  Snow,  who 
died  Oct.  12,  1831,  in  the  70"'  year  of  his  age. 

Remember  my  distressing  hour, 
\Vbat  much  onhanced  my  pain, 
Procnistiriution,  Christ  our  friend, 
AW  other  tblogs  are  vuin. 

68.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Charles  Snow,  who  died 
Sept.  21,  1823,  aged  32  years. 


69.  In  memory  of  Mra.  Hannah,  widow  of  Mr. 
Charles  Snow,  who  died  Oct.  7,  1841,  aged  44  years. 

70.  Mr.  John  Suow,  Jr.,  died  Aug.  19,  1828,  -Ji  41. 
George  Snow,  his  son,  died  Dec.  13,  1826,  a;  4  years. 

71.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Isaac  Luthrop,  who  died 
Nov.  y  25,  1774,  in  the  60'"  year  of  his  age. 

72.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Patience,  wife  of  Mr.  Isaac 
Lathrop,  who  died  Aug.  y'  16'",  1779,  in  her  53''  year. 

73.  Here  lies  buried  Mehitable  Howard,  Daughter 

of Howard  and  Mary,  hi.s  wife,  who  died  Jan. 

1",  1770,  aged  1  year,  3  mos.  5  days. 

74.  Samuel  Trask,  son  to  Mr.  John  Trask,  who 
died  Sept.  y"  25'",  1737,  in  the  5'"  year  of  his  age. 

75.  In  memory  of  William,  son  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Dunbar  and  Mary,  his  wife,  who  died  Nov.  13,  1774, 
aged  20  years  and  6  mo. 

76.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Dunbar,  who  died 
April  y'  17,  1786,  in  y"  82*  year  of  his  age. 

77.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary,  relict  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Dunbar,  who  died  Feb.  3,  1793,  aged  75,  after  sus- 
taining tedious  cancerous  disorder  with  patieuce. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord;  tliey  ce&ae  from  their  labor. 

78.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah,  wife  of  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Foard.  Relict  deceased  Feb.  y'  15,  1782,  in  the 
72  year  of  her  age. 

79.  Hannah  K.,  widow  of  Capt.  Nahum  Leonard, 
died  Nov.  4,  1880,  ie  84  years,  10  mo.,  5  days. 

80.  Capt.  Nahum  Leonard,  died  Feb.  21,  1879,  ic 
91  years,  3  mo.  20  days. 

81.  Mrs.  Rhoda,  wife  of  Capt.  Nahum  Leonard, 
died  July  29,  1821,  aj  30.     (Poetry  same  as  in  No.  14.J 

82.  Simeon,  son  of  Nahum  and  Hannah  Leonard, 
died  April  14,  1831,  aged  1  year,  and  9  mo. 

Of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

83.  Mary  Elixa,  Dau.  of  Nahum  and  Hannah 
Leonard,  died  Oct.  14,  1833,  aged  1  year. 

Sutler  little  childroo  to  come  unto  uie. 

84.  In  memory  of  Susanna,  Daugh.  of  Mr.  Martin 
and  Mrs.  Vasti  Howard.  She  died  Jan.  11, 1800,  re  2 
years,  3  mos.  23  days. 

85.  Frederick  L.,  son  of  Jonas  and  Fanny  W. 
Leonard,  died  June  22,  1852,  aged  8  mo. 

86.  In  memory  of  Simeon  Dunbar,  who  died  Oct. 
3(1,  1810,  aj59. 

87.  Here  lies  Mrs.  Martha  Willis,  wife  of  Mr. 
Nathan  Willis,  died  Mch.  27,  1792,  in  54'"  year. 

88.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sophia  Willis,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Nathan  Willis,  Jr.,  and  Daughter  to  Gen'  Benja- 
min Tupper.  She  was  born  Dec.  1766,  and  died  Oct. 
28,  1897,  in  the  23"  year  of  her  age. 

89.  In  memory  of  Sophia,  Daughter  of  Mr.  Nathan 
Willis,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Sophia,  his  wife,  who  died  May 
25,   A.  D.,  17'J0,  aged  8  mo.  and  7  day. 

90.  In  memory  of  Ens.  Job  Packard.  He  died 
Oct.  18,  1805,  in  his  89"'  year. 

91.  lu  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah,  wife  of  Ens.  Job 
Packard,  who  died  Feb.  17,  1802,  in  her  71"'  year. 
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92.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Keziali,  wile  of  Mr.  Job 
Packard,  who  dicJ  Nov.  28,  1789,  in  the  01"  year  of 
her  age. 

9.5.  In  memory  of  Bathaheba,  Daugh.  of  Prince 
Foard  and  Ke/.i^li,  his  wife.  Slie  diod  July  IG,  1782, 
aged  2  years,  8  days. 

94.  In  memory  of  Zepliania,  son  of  Zephania 
Lathrop  and  Sarah,  liis  wife.  He  died  Feb.  y'  9'", 
17S1,  in  his  lo""  month. 

Thi:i  is  11  qilit-k  ^lid  dU(lc]L-li  call, 
Wlijcii  niit^t  appear  to  Us  uti ; 
Which  wuu  liud'a  will  tu  think  it  beat 
To  tiiUe  this  bulie  from  the  breoal. 

95.  Mrs.  Abigail  Packard.     (Footstonc  for  98.) 
9G.     Mr.  Jonathan  Packard,  June  y°  7'",  1746.    (See 

No.  97.) 

97.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Packard,  who 
died  in  y"  G2''  year  of  his  age,  June  y°  7'",  1740. 

98.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail,  widow  of  Mr. 
Jonathan  Packard,  who  departed  this  life  May  y*  19, 
1700,  in  y"  91"  year  of  her  age. 

Sly  IVioud:!  uuw  utop,  reiiieiiiber  luy  uge 
That  atuii'la  upon  Ihia  tilune, 
For  yoo  llmt  ura  upon  tho  Htage 
Muat  iDukc  tiiid  liouae  your  hoiiin. 

99.  In  memory  of  Simeon,  son  of  Cupt.  Edward 
Howard  and  Susantiti,  his  wife.  He  died  April  18, 
17S3,  in  y°  21  year  of  his  age. 

100.  Here  is  buried  tlie  body  of  Anna  Siiell, 
Daughter  of  Mr.  Jusepli  and  Ann  Snell,  who  died 
May  y'  2'',  1747,  aged  4  years,  wanting  10  days. 

101.  Here  lies  buried  y°  body  of  Nathan  Snell, 
son  of  Mr.  Joseph  and  Ann  Snell,  who  died  JIarch  y" 
12,  1740-7,  aged  21  mo.,  15  days. 

102.  Here  lies  buried  Mrs.  Susanna  Ames,  wife  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Ames,  who  died  June  1",  N.  S.,  1753,  in 
y"  :!7"'  year  of  her  age. 

103.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ames,  who  died 
May  y'  14,  1790,  in  y*  72''  year  of  his  age. 

My  children  dear,  thid  pItLCe  dniw  near, 

A  fiither'd  grave  to  dee  ; 

Not  long  ji;,'0  I  was  with  you, 

And  doon  you'll  be  with  ino. 

104.  Capt.  Thomas  Ames,  born  Mar.  24,  1736,  died 
Aug.  23,  1812.  Deborah  Ames  his  wife,  born  Nov.  3, 
1730,  died  May  9,  1819. 

105.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Sally  C,  wife 
of  Mr.  John  .lames,  who  died  Aug.  23,  1831,  aged  42 
years. 

No  Epitaph  with  Hounding  wordd 
The  vii  tued  of  the  dead  to  tell, 
Id  needed  in  a  Daughtere  Heart, 
Those  virluea  are  renieuibcrcd  well. 

106.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Randall,  who 
died  Dec.  9,  1841,  in  the  45'"  year  of  his  age. 

107.  Here  lies  Silvey  Lathrop,  Daughter  of  Mr. 
Zcphaniah  and  Sarah  Lathrop.  She  died  April  18, 
1792,  in  her  13'"  year. 

So  uncertain  in  nur  I.ivee, 
In  vain  id  the  help  of  man, 


So  Chridt  win  caU  at  hid  couiutand. 
Vain  youth  thid  id  a  Soluutn  call, 
Eveiy  Dioital  ejir  attend, 
Youth  id  the  time  fur  you  to  come. 

108.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  IL,  wife  of  Mr. 
Zephaniali  Lathrop,  who  died  y"  Feb.  11,  1790,  in 
her  31"'  year. 

A8  you  are  now  ao  once  wus  I, 
Look  uu  nie  aa  you  puijs  t>y, 
Ah  I  am  now  do  you  muut  l>e. 
Preprtro  for  deutli  uinl  follow  mc. 

100.  Miss  Litvinia  Williams,  born  Feb.  4,  1S04, 
died  Dec.  24,  1860,  aged  oG  yeard. 

110.  lu  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary,  wift;  of  'Mr.  Peres 
Williams,  who  died  April  211,  IS.'iS,  in  Iicr  08  }  ear. 

111.  Ill  memory  of"  Mr.  Peres  W^iltiaiiH,  wlio  died 
Oct.  23,  1819,  ie  58. 

112.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  P. 
Williams,  who  died  Sept.  20,  1841,  aged  41  years. 

Life  lied  in  embryo  uever  free, 
Till  iiuLuro  yielilti  Iilt  brettlh, 
Till  tJDie  beconiea  eternity 
I  And  uiiiu  ia  born  in  Ueuth. 

113.  Mr.  Peres  Williams,  Jr.,  died  April  l*)'^  181fi, 
I  aged  27. 

Krieoda  nor  Pliyrticiaua  could  not  -mve 
Tliy  mortui  body  from  llio  ^i.ive, 
Nor  CUD  ibogi'uva  Con  line  inu  lit;i'e, 
When  CLiriot  hIiuII  cull  uio  tu  u|>[wur. 

114.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Huldah,  wife  of 
i\ir.  Peres  Williams,  died  Dec.  o,  17'Jo,  in  her  28"'  year. 

May  Au{jclti  guard  tbid  lovuly  clay, 
Till  coDies  tbis  t;rfi»t  dt^cisiu-  day 
Wbeii  in  ber  Savior'd  iiuiige  DreaC 
Sbti  wukud  to  be  t:oui|iK-l('ly  bU'st. 

115.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Josiah  W'illiains,  who  died 
Oct.  G,  A.D.  1789,  in  y«  3P'  year  of  his  a^e. 

fily  tlcbb  bhal]  slumber  in  tbe  ground. 
Till  tbu  Aicli  An);i-l  truui|K't  ttuunda 
Sbull  wuke  my  du^t  aud  bid  it  n^i-, 
To  juio  Diy  Lord  and  muiint  Ilie  ^kies. 

116.  In  memory  of  Susanna,  Daugh.  of  Mr.  Josiah 
Williams  and  Mrs.  Hannah  his  wife,  who  departed 
this  life,  Feb.  y*  21,  1788,  in  y"  21  year  of  her  age. 

My  young  deur  friendEi,  stop,  ohed  a  tear 
to  me,  by  tbia  btone  my  body  id  bnu 
Uuke  Jema  Cbriat  your  bupe  und  tiu->C 
Afttir  your  bodies  turn  to  duat. 

117.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Calvin  Williams,  who  dietl 
June  3,  1803,  his  age  32. 

Unveil  thy  bunont  faiibful  tomb, 
Take  tliiu  new  Treusuru  lu  tliy  tiubt 
and  give  tlifae  Sucred  UehkH  roont 
tu  tfeek  tt  aluuibur  in  tbu  du^t. 

118.  In  memory  of  Capt.  John  Ames,  who  died 
July  17,  1805,  in  his  68  year. 

Couu  bitber,  mortal,  cattt  au  eyu 
Tlieo  gu  thy  way  prepared  lo  die, 
Tbeu  read  tby  doom,  for  die  tbuu  uiudt 
Cue  duy  like  us  be  turned  to  dust. 

119.  Here  lies  hurried  y®  wife  of  Mr.  James  Ames, 
who  died  Aug.  4,  1773,  in  y*  46  year  of  her  age. 


HISTORY    OF   WEST   BKIDGEWATER. 


007 


120.  In  memory  of  Mr.  James  Ames,  who  died 
Aug.  y°  27,  1788,  in  y*  64  year  of  his  age. 

I  puwi  with  tiit'huiclioly  alate 

By  all  tliebe  suleiiio  heiilid  uf  fate 

And  tliiiik,  UB  wilt  uiij  oaj  1  treiiil 

AlM>ve  the  veiieruUlu  JcutJ, 

Tiuie  wiu*  like  ma  tliey  life  poadei^ed 

AdU  time  hIiuII  be  wlieu  1  aball  rent. 

121.  Mr.  David  Ames,  died  July  31,  1794,  in  his 
72'^  year. 

122.  Joshua  Ames,  born  June  18,  1768,  died  May 
29,  1SU2,  only  son  of  Benjamin  Ames  of  N.  Bridge- 
water,  married  Hannah  Ford,  who  died  at  N.  Bridge- 
water,  1829. 

123.  James  Ames,  born  Jan.  28, 1787,  died  Oct.  29, 
1863.  Son  of  Joshua,  grandson  of  Benjamin,  preat- 
grandson  of  John,  great-great-grandson  of  John  of 
W.  Bridgewater,  who  was  born  at  Braintree  the  24 
day,  3"  month,  1C47. 

124.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah,  relict  of  Lt. 
Josiah  Williams,  who  died  Mar.  20,  1807,  in  her  76 
year. 

Tlioiigii  DjotUerV  voice  ia  heard  no  more, 
Though  repHired  to  Ihrt- e-acuro  years  or  more, 
Let  Hteepiiig  duHt  in  acceuts  cry, 
And,  children  dear,  prijiure  tt>  die. 

125.  Here  lies  Lt.  Josiah  Williams,  who  died  Feb. 
7,  1794,  in  his  69  year. 

Thin  friend  of  Chriat  ahall  wuke  uud  ribe, 
Sliull  mount  triunipliHiit  to  tliu  skicH  ; 
When  briglit  the  love,  the  grace  diviue. 
This  mortal  aliull  in  glory  aliioe. 

126.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Macey  Williams,  who  died 
March  10,  1806,  in  his  51"  year. 

fily  time  is  spent,  my  days  are  past, 
Kternity  uiu&t  count  the  rust; 
My  gtuad  is  out,  my  nice  is  run, 
Ttie  holy  will  of  God  is  done. 

127.  In  memory  of  Mr.  George  Williams,  who  died 
May  25,  1827,  in  the  75  year  of  his  age. 

128.  Erected  in  memory  of  Miss  Amelia  Williams, 
died  June  3,  1843,  in  the  71"  year  of  her  age. 

129.  In  memory  of  Miss  Hannah  AVilliams,  who 
died  March  9,  1854,  in  the  89'"  year  of  her  age. 

130.  In  memory  of  Charles  Williams,  who  died 
April  5,  1857,  aged  35  years. 

131.  In  memory  of  Sophronia  A.,  wife  of  Charles 
Williams,  who  died  July  2,  1857,  aged  38  years. 

132.  In  memory  of  George  Williams,  who  died 
May  3,  1854,  aged  15  years. 

133.  Here  lies  y'  body  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ames,  who 
died  Feb.  y"  3*  1736-7,  in  y'  54  year  of  his  age. 

134.  Here  lies  hurried  the  remains  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Ames,  who  died  Nov.  27"",  1774,  QT"  year  of  his  age. 

135.  Not  legible. 

13G.  Here  the  memory  of  Mr.  Joseph  Keith,  who 
waa  born  Febru'  y*  14""  day,  1675,  and  died  Sept.  y* 
27'"  day,  1730,  in  y'  55  year  of  his  age.  (Son  of 

Rev.  James  Keith.) 

Memento  mori. 

137.    Here  lies  buried  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Keith,  Relict 


to  Lt.  Joseph  Keith,  who  departed  this  life  Feb.  12, 
1758,  in  the  81"  year  of  her  age. 

138.     Here  lies  buried  Mr.  Icliabod  Keith,  who  died 
September  27"",  1753,  in  y*  45  year  of  his  age. 


139.       Here  lies  the 

body  of  the  Rev. 

Mr.  James  Keith, 

died  July  23,  1719, 

aged  67  years. 


Here  lies  tlie 
body  of  Mrs. 
Susanna  Keith, 
died  Oct.  16,  1705, 
aged  65. 
Mr.  James  Keith, 
First  minister  in  Bridgewater, 
and  educated  in  Aberdeen, 

Scotland,  and  labored 

in  the  ministry  in  this  town 

56  years. 

(This  inscription  i.s  on  two  pieces  of  slate  22  x  16 

and  22  x  13,  placed  at  the  front  and  head  end  of  the 

monument  next  the  road.     This  monument  is  said  to 

have  been  made  by  William  Hudson,  a  mason.     It  is 

a  slab  of  granite,  rough  hammered,  3  feet  8  inches  by 

6  feet  3  inches,  and  5  inches  thick,  laiti  horizontal  on 

top  of  three  granite  slabs  set  up  edgewise,  and  bolted 

together,  5  inches  thick,  and  21  feet  above  the  ground, 

without  any  lettering  on  it,  except  "  Eit.  A.D.  1827.") 

140.  Samuel  and  Susannah  Edson  intered.  He 
July  20,  1692,  and  she  February  y"  20,  169'J.  He 
aged  80,  and  she  aged  81  years.  (When  erected,  or 
by  whom,  is  not  known.  A  natural  granite  slab,  5 
inches  thick,  5  ft.  7  in.  by  4  ft.  3  in.,  resting  on  a  foun- 
dation of  natural  broken  stone,  1  >  foot  above  ground.) 

141.  In  memory  of  Mary  Keith,  dau.  of  Mr.  Ephraim 
and  Mrs.  Sarah  Keith,  who  was  born  Oct.  y'  8"',  1733, 
deceas"  June  y'  30,  1747. 

Memento  Mori. 

142.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Nathan  Ames,  who  died 
April  the  10'^,  1776,  in  23''  year  of  his  age. 

143.  Here  lies  hurried  Mr.  Nathan  Ames,  who  died 
March  y*  13'",  173G,  in  y'  34  year  of  his  age. 

144.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Bathiah  Willis,  relict  of 
Capt.  Zephaniah  Willis,  and  dau.  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Hayward,  who  died  Feb.  16,  1783,  in  the  58  year  of 
her  age. 

Blessed  ure  tbey  that  mourn  ;  for  they  shall  be  comforted. 

145.  Mrs.  Abigail,  wife  of  Col.  Edward  Howaril, 
died  H'''  April,  1821,  x  75. 

146.  In  memory  of  Edward  Howard,  Esq.,  died 
March  9,  1809,  in  bis  85  year. 

147.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Edward  Haward,  who  died 
July  y*  14,  Anno  Domini  1771,  in  y"  So""  year  of  his 
age. 

148.  In  memory  of  Mary  Howard,  wife  of  Edward 
Howard,  who  died  Jan.  11,  1767,  in  y*  77  year  of  her 
age. 

149.  In  memory  of  Betsey,  dau.  of  Mr.  Joshua 
Howard,  of  Braintree,  and  Abigail,  his  wife,  who  died 
Oct.  4,  1788,  in  the  19"'  year  of  her  age. 

150.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Susanna,  wife  of  Col.  Ed- 
ward Howard,  who  died  Oct.  16,  1785,  in  the  62"  year 
of  her  age. 
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151.  In  nieinory  of  Mr.  James  Snow,  who  died 
Aug.  28,  1749,  in  y"  58"'  year  of  his  age. 

152.  In  memory  of  Mahitiali  Snow,  the  daughter 
of  Daniel  Snow,  and  Hannah,  his  wife,  who  died  Sept. 
24"',  1775,  in  y'=  3''  year  of  her  age. 

153.  In  memory  of  Sarah  Snow,  dau.  of  Mr.  Dan- 
iel Snow,  and  Hannah,  his  wife,  who  died  1779,  in  y' 
8"'  year  of  her  age. 

154.  Asa,  son  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Alger  and  Hannah, 
his  wife.     He  died  June  y"  7"',  1790,  aged  17  mo. 

155.  Here  lies  intered  the  body  of  the  Kev.  Dan- 
iel Perkins,  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  29,  A.D. 
17S2,  in  the  SU"'  year  of  his  age,  and  62''  year  of  his 
ministry. 

150.  Here  lies  y=  body  of  Mrs.  Ann  Perkins,  y' 
consort  of  y'=  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Perkins,  who  died  July 
7,  1750,  in  y'  51''  year  of  her  age. 

157.  lu  memory  of  Jlrs.  Sarah  Perkins,  daug'  to 
Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Perkins,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  who  was  ! 
born  Feb.  y"  13"',  1725,  deceits''  December  y"  2",  1745, 
in  y'  20  year  of  her  age.     Memento  mori.  , 

158.  Daniel  Perkins,  eldest  child  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Daniel  Perkins,  Pastor  of  y'  1''  church  in  Bridgewater,  , 
and  Ann,  his  wife,  died  March  y"  29'^  1726,  aged  3  j 
years,  4  mos.,  one  week  and  5  days. 

159.  In  memory  of  Daniel  Perkins,  son  to  Rev. 
Mr.  Daniel  Perkins,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  who  was  born 
December  y"  1-',  1727,  dec"  Dec.  y'  27,  1745,  in  y'  19"' 
year  of  his  age. 

IGO.  In  memory  of  William  Perkins,  sou  to  Rev. 
Mr.  Daniel  Perkins,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  who  was  born 
Feb.  y'  1",  1831,  deceas''  Jan.  y-^  7"',  1745-0,  in  y"  14"' 
year  of  his  age. 

IGl.  Here  lies  hurried  a  son  and  daughter  of  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Daniel  Perkins,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  who 
were  still-born,  Dec.  28,  1752. 

102.  Here  lies  intered  the  body  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Perkins,  the  consort  of  Richard  Perkins,  Eld',  who  de- 
parted this  life  June  '2V\  1799,  in  the  45  year  of  her 
age. 

103.  Here  lies  hurried  Mrs.  Betty  Soper,  y'  wife  of 
Mr.  Edmund  Soper,  who  Wixs  born  June  18,  1725,  died 
Nov.  13,  1755. 

104.  Louisa,  dau.  of  D'  Daniel  and  Mrs.  Bathsheba 
Perkins,  died  Dec.  11,  1803,  in  her  4  year. 

TliB  Hiuile  of  rieuven 
Hlt  .^|>uUead  Hulil  eujoyu, 
Whilu  nuTt  und  low 
Her  wufilitig  ualii'd  real. 

105.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Bathsheba,  wife  of  Doct. 
Daniel  Perkins,  who  died  April  8,  A.D.  1830,  le  73 
years. 

100.  In  memory  of  Doct.  Daniel  Perkins,  who  died 
December  0,  A.D.  1839,  m  78  years. 

107.  Here  lies  hurried  Mr.  Joshua  Willis,  who 
died  May  24"',  1758,  in  y'  70  year  of  his  age. 

108.  Here  lies  hurried  Mrs.  Experience  Willis, 
relict  to  Mr.  Joshua  Willis,  who  died  November  22, 
1702,  in  y'  78  year  of  her  age. 


109.  Memento  Mori.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Willis,  sou  of  Mr.  Isaac  Willis  and  Mrs.  Rebeckah 
his  wife,  who  died  April  23,  1785,  in  the  21"'  year  of 
his  age. 

Slop,  blooming  youtli,  see  where  I  lie, 
And  think  and  know  Unit  yuu  must  diu*; 
But  God  ulone  that  knowd  how  nuoa 
Your  SuD  oitty  set  before  ite  noon. 

170.  Memento  Mori.  In  memory  of  Deacon  Isaac 
Willis,  who  died  April  28,  1788,  in  the  92''  year  of  his 
age. 

stop,  Dioi'tul,  reatt  the  abort  ftccooht, 
Thebe  few  who  to  my  ^t^e  iiniount; 
By  Adaui  Ilio  fiiBl  we  all  ill  u  tle.ul, 
Our  Uvea  in  Cbiist,  our  bcCodU  heml. 

171.  Shepard  Fish,  born  April  19,  1703,  died  June 
14,  1779.  (H.  U.  1721.  Sou  of  Rev.  Mo=l=  Fish,  of 
Braintree.)  Alice,  his  widow,  born  Sept.  20,  1713, 
died  1790.     Erected  1881  by  W.  Latham. 

172.  Clarasa,  dau.  of  Barnabas  and  Sarah  Lathrop, 
died  May  21,  1820,  in  her  13  year. 

173.  Mary,  dau.  of  Barnabas  and  Sarah  Lathrop, 
died  March  20,  1820,  in  her  20  year. 

174.  In  memory  of  Sarah  Lothrop,  wife  of  Barna- 
bas Lathrop.    She  died  Feb.  IS"',  1813,  a;  51. 

175.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Simeon  Lathro[i,  died  Feb. 
3,  1808,  in  his  48  year. 

May  Angela  guard  tbi:i  lovely  clay 

Till  cornea  the  great  decisive  day,  • 

When  bhall  wake  for  to  put  on 

The  Kobe  which  Clirial  prepuiej  hO  long. 

176.  Miss  Sarah  Lathrop,  1759. 

177.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Lathrop,  who  died 
Nov.  9,  1770,  in  the  00"'  year  of  his  age. 

178.  In  memory  of  Elizabeth,  wile  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Lathrop,  who  died  Nov.  2,  1770,  in  the  02''  year  of 
her  age. 

179.  Here  lies  hurried  Mi.ss  Sarah  Lathrop,  dau. 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Lathrop,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  who 
died  Jan.  3,  1759,  in  y"  10"'  year  of  her  age. 

180.  lu  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Lathrop,  y"  wife  of 
Mr.  John  Lathrop,  who  died  Feb.  28,  1777,  y"  45"' 
year  of  her  age. 

181.  Here  lies  Mrs.  Molly,  wife  of  Mr.  Edmund 
Alger,  who  died  Feb.  22",  1798,  in  her  52  year. 

182.  Here  lies  hurried  Mrs.  Ruth  Alger,  wife  of 
Mr.  Edmund  Alger.  She  died  April  22",  1794,  in  her 
57"'  year. 

The  aweet  remenibnvnco  of  the  Jimt 
Sbatl  douritth  when  tliey  sleep  in  dudt. 

183.  In  memory  ot  Mr.  John  Lathrop,  who  died 
July  y*  3,  1744,  in  y'  53"  year  of  his  age. 

184.  Ida  May,  dau.  of  Sylvnnus  H.  and  Cordelia 
C.  Colwell,  died  May  19,  1870,  aged  4  years,  21  days. 

185.  John  W.  Colwell,  died  Aug.  17,  1800,  aged 
51  years,  8  mo.,  12  days.  Mary  H.,  dau.  of  John  \V. 
and  Mary  Colwell,  died  Aug.  10,  1848,  aged  10  mos., 
7  days. 

180.  Ruth,  wife  of  Edmund  Capeu,  died  Slarch  23, 
1843,  aged  52  years,  5  mo.,  19  days. 
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187.  Edwurd  Capen,  died  May  5,  18G6,  aged  76 
years,  9  mo.,  5  days. 

1S8.  Abby  G.  Capen,  widow  of  the  late  Edward 
Capeu,  died  Jan.  14,  1871,  aged  77  years,  1  mo.,  11 
days. 

189.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Betsey  B.  Emerson,  wlio 
departL-d  tliis  life  .Aui;.  '2\,  1847,  aged  2J  years. 

19U.  The  grave  of  Josiuia  L.,  son  of  Albert  W. 
and  Hannah  H.  French,  who  died  Sept.  8,  1848,  aged 
2  years,  6  mos.,  14  days. 

I'.il.  The  grave  of  Hannah  H.,  wife  of  Albert  W. 
Frenih,  died  May  27,  18r)7,  lo  H2  year,  3  mo. 

192.  Martha,  dan.  of  John  li.  and  Amey  lloluics, 
(lied  Nov.  20,  1840,  :e  11  yr.,  2  in..  13  d.ays." 

neiire>l  cliiM  tliuii  liiHt  left. 
Here  niy  l>»i  we  di-ii.lj  fuel ; 
It  19  Gud  timl  liiillt  Luielt  ua ; 
lie  can  uti  our  surruw:i  lieal. 

193.  Mary  Alger,  died  Jan.  12,  1858,  aged  67  yeara. 

194.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Rhoda,  wife  of  Maj. 
David  Lothrop.  She  died  May  0,  1802,  in  her  75"' 
year. 

195.  In  memory  of  three  children  of  Mr.  George 
Lathrop  and  Mrs.  Molly,  his  wife.  Alson  died  Nov. 
12,  1791,  in  his  8"*  year.  Rhoda,  died  Nov.  17,  1791, 
in  her  0"'  year.  Absalom  died  Nov.  9,  1791,  in  his 
11"'  m(,. 

196.  Here  lies  hurried  Mrs.  Jerusha  Bailey,  relict 
of  Mr.  Joseph  Bailey,  late  of  Scituate,  deceased,  who 
died  April  G'",  1758,  in  y'  76"'  year  of  her  age. 

197.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Je.sse  Fuller  Sturtevant, 
who  died  July  y»  9,  1775,  in  y"  26  year  of  his  age. 

198.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Lathrop,  the 
Daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Lathrop  and  Abigail,  his 
wife,  who  died  Dec.  y°  22,  1774,  in  y»  22  year  of  her 
age. 

199.  Here  lies  hurried  Mr.  Samuel  Willis,  who 
died  June  19,  1767,  in  y"  86  year  of  his  age.  (Son  of 
John  and  Experience  (By ram)  Willis.) 

200.  Here  lies  hurried  Mrs.  Margaret  Willis,  y° 
wife  of  Mr.  Samuel  Willis,  who  died  Oct.  6,  1763,  in 
the  86"'  year  of  her  age. 

201.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Solomon  Willis,  who  de- 
ceased Sept.  27,  1745,  in  y«  33"  year  of  his  age. 

Sleuieiitu  Muri. 

202.  In  memory  of  Miss  Silence  Whitman,  died 
March  13,  1778,  aged  26  years. 

203.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Bethia  Howard,  wife  of 
David  Howard,  who  deceased  May  y"  7"',  in  y"  39 
year  of  her  age.     (She  died  1746.) 

Meuientu  Murf. 

1^04.  George  Williams,  y"  son  of  Mr.  Josiah  Wil- 
liams and  iMartha,  his  wife,  was  born  Jau.  y'  9"',  1720, 
and  diud  Apr.  y"  23,  1721. 

205.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Nehemiah  Washburn, 
who  died  Dec.  y"  17,  1748,  in  y«  63''  year  of  his  age. 

206.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Martha  Williams,  y""  wife 
of  Mr.  Josiah  Williams,  who  dece.'ised  Sept.  y"  2,  1746, 
in  y"  52''  year  of  her  age. 

UemeDtu  Mori. 


207. 


nic  lu  piilvere  dormit  SpeMe 
MttUtudlaaoi  ardeu  teuloiUM. 


In  memory  of 

Mr.  Josiah 

I  Williams, 

who  departed 

this  life  Oct.  27,  1770, 

in  y'  —  year  of  his  age. 

(He  married  Martha  Howard,  a  granddaughter  of 
Rev.  James  Keith,  and  was  father  of  Seth  Williams, 
born  1722,  and  grandfather  of  Seth,  who  married 
Zilphe  Ingraham,  of  Canton,  and  who  was  father  of 
the  Hon.  Ruel  Williams,  of  Augusta,  Me.  Said  Ruel 
Williams  died  July  25,  1862.) 

208.  John,  son  of  Mr.  John  Alger  and  Abiel,  his 
wife,  was  born  May  y"  9"',  1735,  died  Mch.  y"  4,  1756. 

209.  Here  lies  hurried  Mr.  John  Alger,  who  died 
Feb.  12,  1756,  in  y*  25  year  of  his  age. 

210.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Silence,  wife  of  Mr.  Bar- 
nabas Dunbar.  She  died  March  21,  1781,  in  her  21'" 
year. 

211.  In  memory  of  Sarah,  wife  of  Mr.  Adam 
Bailey,  who  died  Aug.  28,  1774,  aged  45  years. 

212.  In  memory  of  Catharine,  wife  of  Jlr.  Adam 
Bailey,  who  died  April  6"',  1783,  ag''  55  years. 

213.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Edward  Lathrop,  who 
died  July  y"  17"',  1777,  in  y'  80  year  of  his  age. 

214.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Plannah,  wife  of  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Lathrop.  She  died  Dec.  y'  24,  1774,  in  y'  80 
year  of  her  age. 

215.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Barnabas  Lathrop,  who 
died  April  11,  1838,  aged  50  years. 

216.  In  memory  of  Rachel  Lathrop,  widow  of 
Barnabas  Lathrop,  who  died  March  12,  1862,  in  the 
90"'  year  of  her  age. 

217.  In  memory  of  Lt.  Ephriam  Howaril,  who 
died  Aug.  11,  1750,  in  y'  84"'  year  of  his  age. 

218.  Caleb  Kingman,  y"  son  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  King- 
man and  Content,  his  wife,  was  born  Dec.  y°  13,  1740, 
deceased  Sept.  y*  25,  1743. 

219.  Here  lies  buried  Abiel,  son  of  Mr.  David 
Howard,  who  was  born  May  10,  1700,  died  July  14 
1761. 

220.  Here  lies  hurried  Keziah,  daughter  of  Mr. 
David  Howard  and  Keziah,  his  wife,  who  was  born 
March  17,  1758,  died  M.iy  19,  1760. 

221.  Here  lies  hurried  Mr.  David  Howard,  who 
died  Mch.  17,  1760,  in  the  32"  year  of  his  age. 

222.  Here  lies  Mrs.  Keziah,  wife  of  Capt.  Jonathan 
Ames,  formerly  widow  of  Mr.  David  Howard.  She 
died  March  20"',  1768,  in  her  36  year. 

223.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Hayward,  y'  wife  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  Hayward,  who  died  April  10,  1776,  in 
y"  68"'  year  of  her  age. 

224.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Hayward,  who 
died  Feb.  12,  1785,  in  the  77  year  of  her  age. 

2'25.  Here  lies  Miss  Sarah  Howard,  who  died  Jau. 
2",  1794,  in  the  84"'  year  of  her  age. 


UlU 
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■220.  Ill  memory  of  Mr.  Abner  Fobes,  son  of  Mr. 
William  Fobes,  who  died  Jan.  20,  1767,  in  y"  40"' 
year  of  his  age. 

227.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Thankful  Fobes,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Wm.  Fobes,  who  died  April  9,  177G,  in  y"  70'" 
year  of  her  age. 

22S.  lu  memory  of  Mr.  William  Fobes,  who  died 
June  20,  17G4,  in  the  60'"  ye.ir  of  his  age. 

229.  Ill  memory  of  Dwelle,  s(m  of  Mr.  Tiaiothy 
Fobes,  and  Mary,  liis  wife,  who  died  June  19,  1783, 
within  11  days  after  the  fall  of  a  stick  of  timber  on 
his  head.     Aged  8  years,  9  mos.,  and  13  days. 

23M.     A  stone  marked  as  follows  : 
1093 
M.  F. 
H.  Y. 

231.  Martha,  daugh'.  of  Jlr.  Ei>hm.  Fobes,  and 
Maltha  his  wife,  born  Sept.  10,  1719,  died  Decemb'. 
13'",  1725. 

232.  Abigail,  daug'  of  Mr.  Ephraim  Fobes  and 
Martha,  his  wife,  Oct.  —  178-.  (Stone  broken.  A 
child  not  named  by  N.  Mitchell.) 

233.  lu  memory  of  Ephraim  Fobes,  y°  sou  of  Mr. 
Ephraim  Fobes,  Jr.,  and  Susan,  his  wife,  who  w;i3 
born  January  y'  29'",  1742-3,  died  Aug.  y'  22^  1747. 

234.  Thouias,  a  son  of  Mr.  Ephraim  Fobes,  Jr., 
and  Susauiia,  his  wife,  born  May  10,  IT-'jO,  died  Aug. 
22,  1751. 

235.  In  memory  of  Susanna  Fobes,  y'  daughter  of 
Mr.  Ephraim  Fobes,  Jr.,  and  Susanua,  his  wife,  who 
wa.s  born  Feb.  y'  1",  1741-2,  died  Aug.  y^  27"',  1747. 

230.  lu  memory  of  Mrs.  Martha,  y"  wife  of  Dea. 
Ephraim  Fobes,  who  died  March  19"',  1750,  in  the 
58'"  year  of  her  age. 

Tliu  Sou  of  Gull  wbo  I'eigDu  abuve 
Where  aiif^eltt  tlwell  aiiii  9aintH  io  love, 
Down  to  tliis  worlil  will  cume  ;intl  tlien 
ThiH  uuttruQ  ^ruvedllaU  line  u;^uill. 
Riue,  did  1  buy,  yuH,  v\hv  t.he  must 
Out  uf  tbU  silent  bed  oT  duat ; 
If  cbiirity  iiiforuiti  ud  riglit, 
Tu  uliiuu  ill  reulmii  of  enilleiw  tj^lit. 

237.  Hannah,  the  daugh'  of  Mr.  David  Harve\' 
and  Content,  his  wife.  She  died  May  1780,  in  tlic  22'' 
year  of  her  age. 

238.  lu  memory  of  Daniel,  aon  of  Mr.  Daniel  llip- 
ley  and  Mrs.  Martiia,  his  wife,  who  died  July  23'', 
17'J0,  1  year,  3  inos.,  20  days. 

239.  Here  lies  hurried  Mrs.  Mary  Willis,  y'  wife 
of  Mr.  John  Willis,  who  died  Jan.  1-5'",  1750,  in  y' 
78'"  year  of  her  age. 

240.  Ill  memory  of  Mr.  John  Willis,  who  departed 
tills  life  November  y"  1",  1732,  in  ye  01"'  year  of  his 
age. 

Memeuto  Muri. 

241.  Here  lies  y"  body  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Willis, 
wife  of  Mr.  Comfort  Willis,  dec"  Sept.  y"  .i'",  1723,  in 
y'  05  year  of  her  age. 

242.  Here  lies  Mrs.  Mary,  wife  of  Col.  Isaac  John- 
son, who  .lied  Oct.  27,  1799,  in  her  75'"  year. 


My  children  deur  tliis  pluce  draw  near 
A  tiioi  tul'it  (;i  ave  to  seo  ; 
Not  long  iigo  I  w.xs  witli  you, 
And  uoou  you'll  be  witli  me. 

243.  Here  lies  buried  Mrs.  Bethia  Jolinson,  wife  of 
Capt.  David  Johnson,  who  died  April  20,  1704,  in  y* 
07"'  year  of  her  age. 

244.  In  memory  of  Capt.  David  Johnson,  who  dr- 
parted  this  life  Feb.  y'  22",  1773,  in  y"  81"  year  of  lii^ 
age. 

245.  Mrs.  Thira  H.  Ames,  2"  wife  of  Jonathan 
Ames,  born  May  0,  1804,  died  Feb.  17,  lSii2. 

240.  Mrs.  Sally  Ames,  wifeof.Ioiiatliaii  .Vmos,  born 
Sept.  14,  1781,  died  April  5,  1S30. 

247.  Jonathan  Ames,  Esquire,  born  July  19,  1784, 
died  May  18,  1803. 

248.  Here  lies  the  body  of  Joseph  Jolinson,  son  of 
Daniel  Johnson,  Esq.,  and  Betty,  his  wife,  deceased, 
December  y'  26"',  1745,  aged  15  years.  (Born  Nov. 
17,  1730.) 

Memento  Mori. 

249.  Here  lies  y°  body  of  Isaac  Johnson,  E->q.,  who 
dec"  May  y'  27'",  1738,  in  y'  71''  year  of  his  age. 

250.  Here  lies  the  body  of  Mrs.  Abiah,  y'  wife  of 
y'  late  Isaac  John.son,  E=q.,  who  died  in  y'  81"  year 
of  her  age,  January  y"  4'",  1747-8. 

251.  Here  lies  buried  Mr.  Joseph  Haywaid,  who 
died  March  23,  1758,  in  the  89'"  year  of  his  age. 

252.  Here  lies  buried  Mrs.  Mehetable  Hayward, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hayward,  who  died  December 
29"",  1755,  in  y'  80'"  year  of  her  age. 

253.  In  memory  of  Mehetable  Hayward,  daugh' 
of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hayward  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  who 
died  Jan.  10,  1771,  in  y"  14'"  year  of  her  age. 

254.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hayward,  who 
died  Dec.  15,  1777,  etatia  55  years,  9  mo.,  15  days. 

Sweet  remombrance  of  thejubt 

Sbull  tlouiibli  wbeii  tbay  bleep  in  du:<r. 

255.  Benjamin,  son  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hayward  and 
Sarah,  his  wife,  dec''  Feb.  y'  15,  1750,  aged  17  mo. 

256.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Malatiah  Dunbar,  y''  wife 
of  Mr.  Sam'  Dunbar,  who  was  born  Aug.  y'  30'",  1707, 
dec.  Nov.  y*  5"',  1743,  iu  y'  37"'  year  of  his  age. 

257.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hayward,  Jr.,  who 
was  born  Oct.  y*  19"',  1713,  died  Oct.  y"  17'",  1738,  in 
ye  05111  yg^f  oC  iiis  age. 

258.  Broken  stone.     Same  as  248. 

259.  Here  lies  y'  body  of  Betty  Johnson,  daughter 
to  Dauiel  Johnson,  Esq.,  and  Betty,  his  wife,  who  dieil 
December  y"  8'",  —  (Stone  broken.  Born  Feb.  1, 
1739,  died  1743.) 

200.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Lathrop,  who  died 
Jan.  y'  15'",  1779,  aged  80  years  and  8  mos. 

261.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abial,  y"  wife  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Lathrop,  who  died  Nov.  3",  1749,  in  y«  03'' 
year  of  her  age. 

262.  Here  lies  buried  Mr.  Nathan  Johnson,  who 
died  May  5,  1700,  in  y"  23"  year  of  his  age. 

203.     Here  lies  buried  Mr.  Solomon  Johnson,  son 
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of  Mr.  Solomon  Jobo:iou  and  Susanna,  bis  wife,  wlio 
died  April  10,  1753,  in  the  25"'  year  of  his  age. 

204.  Here  lies  buried  Mrs.  Anna  Jobnson,  y°  daugh' 
of  Mr.  Benjamin  Johnson,  who  died  May  17,  1753, 
aged  19  years,  7  mos.,  16  days. 

265.  -Miss  Sally  Ames,  born  June  3,  1786,  died  De- 
cember 17,  1S73. 

266.  Mrs.  Patience,  wife  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Amea, 
born  May  14,  1758,  died  May  12,  1835. 

267.  ilr.  Jonathan  Ames,  born  December  26, 1759, 
died  Dee.  14,  1836. 

268.  Mr.  John  Ames,  born  at  West  Bridgewater, 
April  14,  1672,  married  Sarah  Washburn,  Jan.  12, 1697, 
died  Jan.,  1756.  ' 

269.  Mrs.  Sarah  W.,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Ames,  de- 
ceased A.  D.  1746,  aged  71  years. 

270.  lu  memory  of  Mrs.  Molly,  wife  of  Mr.  David 
Guruey,  who  died  July  y"  2",  1795,  in  y"  27""  year  of 
her  age. 

Greut  God,  I  own  thy  uentcucu  juut, 

AitJ  riuliirti  uiUHt  dbcuy  ; 

I  yield  my  buJy  to  tbe  dust, 

To  dwell  with  fellow  cluy. 

Yet  ruitli  oiu  triumph  o'er  the  gnive, 

Aud  ttiiuipleuu  the  luDib; 

My  JeeiiH,  Diy  Redeemer  lives, 

My  God  uiy  Savior  comes. 

271.  Ruth  Johnson,  y°  daugh.  of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Johnson  and  Ruth,  his  wife,  died  Nov.  18"',  1757,  in 
y*  22''  year  of  her  age. 

272.  In  memory  of  Mr.s.  Patience,  the  wife  of  John 
Willis,  Esq.,  who  died  Dec.  28"',  1784,  in  the  80"-  year 
of  her  age.  ! 

273.  In  memory  of  John  Willis,  Esq.,  who  died' 
July  y'  IS,  1776,  in  y'  75"'  year  of  his  age. 

Wliile  yet  in  life  liib  heart  and  mind 
To  justice,  trutli,  aud  peace  iiicliaed. 
Not  honest  wealth  nor  grace  did  save 
This  man  of  justice  fiuin  the  grave. 
Our  iiasty  days,  as  angels  bight. 
Leave  us  iu  shaded  ot  death. 

274.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Susanna,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
David  Johnson,  Jr.,  y"  daughter  of  John  Willis,  Esq., 
who  died  Aug.  6,  1750,  in  y"  24"'  year  of  her  age. 

Silent  iu  dust  Susanna  lies ; 

Her  bube  lies  by  her  side; 

In  early  years  she  left  the  world 

With  days  full  uitisfled. 

In  parents,  husband,  children  three. 

Are  seen  the  tuarv  of  love  ; 

But  she,  we  trust,  is  now  at  rest 

Auioug  the  blest  above. 

275.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan  How- 
ard and  Sarah,  his  wife,  aged  8  years,  8  mo.s.  and  10 
days,  died  Aug.  y*  17,  1747. 

276.  Here  lies  buried  Major  Jonathan  Howard, 
who  departed  this  life  May  18"',  1769,  iu  y*  70'"  year 
of  his  age. 

277.  Here  lies  Lurried  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Maj. 
Jonathan  Howard,  who  died  Sept.  20,  1777,  in  the 
78'"  year  of  her  age. 

278.  Erected  in   memory  of   Mrs.  Jean,   wife  of 


Nathan  Howard,  Esq.,  who  died  June  y'  29'",  A.D. 
1791,  in  y"  70  year  of  her  age. 

279.  William  Howard,  Esq.,  who  departed  this 
life  Oct.  3,  1800,  in  the  81"  year  of  his  age,  aud  here 
lies  interred. 

Behold,  happy  is  the  man  whom  God  coliecteth  ;  he  couieth 
to  his  grave  in  full  age. 

280.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Daniel  Hayward,  who 
died  June  25,  1749,  in  y'  34'"  year  of  his  age. 

281.  In  memory  of  Mr.  David  Haward,  who  died 
June  4"',  1751,  in  y"  49'"  year  of  his  age. 

MONUSIESTAL. 

282.  West  side— Jonah  Willis,  died  April,  1845,  let. 
81;  his  wife,  Abigail,  died  Nov.,  1799,  aet.  37.  Hannah 
died  Jan.,  1817,  let.  37.  Freelove  died  April,  1854, 
a;t.  78.  Henry  Willis  died  Feb.,  1828,  xl.  25.  Au- 
gustus Willis  died  March,  1854,  aet.  41.  Erected  by 
the  children  of  Josiah  Willi.s,  1854. 

South  side  — Daniel  Willis,  died  1814,  a;t.  82. 
Keziah,  his  wife,  died  1816,  a;t.  83. 

North  side  —  John  Willis,  died  1835,  ict.  77,  his 
wife,  Sarah,  died  1783,  a:t.  25.  Huldah,  died  1821, 
ret.  75. 

283.  Here  lies  Mrs.  Abigail,  wife  of  Mr.  Josiah 
Willis;  she  died  Nov.  10,  1799,  in  her  30"'  year. 

Behold  and  see  as  you  pass  by, 
For  as  you  tire  so  once  was  1, 
And  aa  1  aiu  so  must  you  be; 
Prepare  for  death,  and  follow  me. 

284.  Here  lies  Mrs.  Joanna,  wife  of  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Willis,  she  died  March  24,  1800,  in  her  33"  year. 

285.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Willis,  wife  of  Mr. 
John  Willis,  who  departed  this  life  July  y'  7"',  1783, 
in  y°  26"'  year  of  her  age. 

286.  Here  lies  Sally,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  and 
wife,  Sarah  Willis,  who  died  Jan.  3,  1800,  in  her  IS'" 
year. 

287.  In  memory  of  Polly,  daughter  of  Mr.  John 
Willis  and  Mrs.  Huldah,  his  wife,  who  died  April  21, 
1789,  aged  1  year,  6  mos. 

288.  Lurana,  y*  daughter  of  Mr.  David  Johnson, 
Jr.,  and  Susanna,  his  wife,  died  June  6,  1750,  aged  7 
days. 

289.  In  memory  of  Daniel  Johnson,  Esq.,  who 
died  March  6,  1785,  in  the  85"'  year  of  his  age.  Also 
in  memory  of  Mrs.  Betty,  his  wife,  who  died  Oct.  14, 
1782,  in  y*  82*  year  of  her  age. 

290.  In  memory  of  Daniel  Crane,  who  died  Nov. 
10,  1841,  aged  31  years. 

291.  In  memory  of  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Daniel  Crane, 
who  died  Nov.  8, 1840,  aged  25  years.  Walter,  infant 
son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Ann  Crane,  died  March  19, 
1840,  aged  1  year. 

292.  C.  Harlow  Ames,  died  Jan.  3,  1867,  aged  72 
years,  3  mos.  11  days. 

293.  Daniel  Alger,  died  Aug.  23,  1850,  in  the  67'" 
year  of  his  age. 

294.  Solome  K.,  wife  of  Daniel  Alger,  died  March 
4,  1853,  in  the  66""  year  of  her  age. 
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205.     Eliza  Alger,  died  Aug.  25, 1856,  aged  73  years. 

2'JG.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Ames,  boru  June 
10,  1707,  died  Nov.  4,  177.0. 

297.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Keziali,  widow  of  Mr.  Jona- 
than Ames,  born  Aug.  15,  1738,  married  1757,  died 
Feb.  8,  1823. 

2<.)S.  Josliua  Ames,  born  April  D,  1718,  died  Nov. 
25,  1755. 

299.  Miss  Deborah  Ames,  born  April  1, 1710,  died 
A.D.  1765. 

300.  In  memory  of  Capt.  David  Gurney,  who  died 
at  Somerset,  Aug.  1,  1832,  aged  07. 

The  iliiat  niimt  to  ttiu  iluHt  rbtiiru  ; 

Tliu  ili'aieot  fiiuiiiitt  ntiist  part  iiuil  oiuuru  ; 

The  gudpel  faitll  iilulie  cnli  givtl 

A  clieeriiig  hu^je  thu  deuti  nliuU  live. 

301.  In  memory  of  Mi.ssSusanua  B.,  widow  of  Capt. 
David  Gurney,  who  died  Sept.  12, 1851,  aged  93  years 
and  3  mos. 

302.  John  W.,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  L.  How- 
aril,  died  July  22,  1SG5,  aged  29  years. 

303.  Pierce,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  L.  Howard, 
died  July  10,  1851,  aged  7  years. 

304.  A  floating  stone.  In  memory  of  Ilepsey  K. 
Howard,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ilepzebah  Howard, 
who  died  Oct.  4"',  1821,  in  the  ninth  year  of  her  nge. 

Powder-House  Graveyard. — The  Powder-House 
Graveyard  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  Plymouth  road, 
leading  from  the  old  Bay  road,  by  the  old  King  house  ; 
contains  forty-three  square  rods;  is  205  feet  long  on 
said  road,  east  aud  west;  ninety-six  feet  back,  north 
and  south  ;  has  two  entrances  for  carriages  on  said 
road, — one  at  each  end  of  the  yard,  and  was  used  for 
a  burying-place  as  early  as  1747. 

About  forty-two  or  forty-three  years  ago  it  was 
enlarged  by  taking  in  a  narrow  strip  of  land  from  one 
to  two  rods  wide  on  three  siiles,  when  the  wall  aud 
fence  now  there  was  made,  and  all  done  by  the  town 
of  West  Bridgewater. 

The  oldest  burials  in  this  yard  are  Abigail,  dau.  of 
Josiah  Siiell,  died  May  13,  1747,  a;  8,  her  sister  Mary, 
dying  May  27,  the  same  year,  a;  11,  Rhoda  Packard,  a 
child,  dying  April  4,  1750,  Israel  Packard,  April  20, 
1752,  X  35,  and  Josiah  Siiell,  grandfather  of  the  first 
two  children  above  named,  dying  April  4,  1753,  :e 
78;  only  five  persons  being  buried  here  before  1700, 
twenty-three  dying  in  course  of  ten  years  after  1780, 
and  seventeen  between  1800  and  1810;  and  only  two 
interments  have  been  madesince  1848, —  Edward  Snell, 
J  uue  8,  1851,  aj  54,  and  Linthea  Snell,  April  5,  1859, 
u"ed  04.  Of  the  ninety-nine  persons  having  lettered 
"rave-stones  in  this  yard,  thirty-four  b<irc  the  name  of 
Snell;  seventeen,  Packard;  eleven,  Hayward  ;  nine, 
Itichards.  There  are  but  few  graves  without  lettered 
stones.  All  stones  face  south.  This  ground  has  not 
been  worked  upon  or  leveled  off  so  as  to  obliterate 
the  resting  places  of  those  persons  who  have  no  let- 
tered head  stones.  No  deed  or  ancient  manuscript  of 
these  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  are  known  to  exist. 


Ebenezer  Copeland,  Sr.,  grandfather  of  the  present 
James  Copeland,  of  West  Bridgewater,  lost  seveu  of 
his  family  between  Jan.  7  and  March  11,  1800.  His 
wife  and  five  children  and  his  son's  wife,  all  died  of 
typhoid  fever,  to  wit:  James  d.  Jan.  7,  1800,  aged 
25;  Ruth  d.  Feb.  6,  1800,  aged  14;  Abby  Godfrey  d. 
Feb.  19,  1800,  aged  48  ;  Molly  d.  Feb.  24,  1800,  aged 
12;  Rachel  d.  Feb.  25,  1800,  aged  18;  Betsey  d.  Mch. 
G,  1800,  .aged  24;  Mehitable  Snell,  wife  of  Eben,  Jr., 
Mch.  11,  1800,  aged  25. 

They  were  all  buried  on  the  south  side  of  the  road 
opposite  this  burial-ground.  Jonathan  Copeland, 
father  of  Ebenezer,  Sr.,  was  buried  on  the  south  side 
of  this  road,  1790,  aged  90,  being  the  first  Copelaiul 
tliat  died  iu  Bridgewater.  In  1801  this  Ebenezer, 
Sr.,  built  a  tomb  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and 
had  these  bodies  all  put  into  that  tomb.  Another 
tomb  was  built  on  this  side  of  the  road  by  Deacon  Jo- 
seph Kingman  and  his  brother  Jonathan,  about  1819, 
and  shortly  after  a  third  tomb  was  built  on  this  spot 
by  Ilezekiah  Copeland. 

In  18G0  all  the  bodies  in  these  tombs  were  removed 
to  the  Pine  Hill  Cemetery,  and  the  tombs  were  taken 
away,  and  the  road  was  then  widened.  Ebenezer 
Copeland,  Sr.,  owned  the  land  where  these  tombs  were 
located,  formerly  Deacon  Brett's  land,  and  Nathan 
Snell  owned  the  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  road. 
Probably  his  father,  Josiah  Snell,  grandson  of 
Thomas  Snell,  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  greatest 
landholder  in  old  Bridgewater,  gave  the  original  lot 
for  burial. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  one  or  more  persons  were 
buried  on  Sandy  Hill,  on  the  west  side  of  the  old  Bay 
road,  nearly  opposite  the  house  of  Elihu  Leonard, 
which  stands  upon  the  site  and  very  cellar  of  the  old 
Brett  house,  which  was  owned  and  occupied  succes- 
sively by  father  and  son.  In  taking  earth  from  this 
hill,  to  make  the  new  road  where  the  willows  now 
grow,  one  place,  having  some  appearance  of  an  old 
grave,  was  found;  but,  if  it  w:ls  ever  much  used  for 
burial,  they  would  have  discovered  more  evidence  of 
its  having  been  used  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  not  known  where  the  old  town  clerk.  Deacon 
Nathaniel  Brett,  Sr.,  and  wife,  Sarah,  were  buried. 
She  died  1737;  he  died  1740;  probably  in  the  ground 
opposite  the  late  Gamaliel  Howard  house,  and  where 
the  Stone  and  Capen  houses  stand,  called  the  second 
burying-place  iu  Bridgewater. 

N.  Brett,  Jr.,  deacon  and  fourth  town  clerk  from 
173G  to  his  death,  1779,  was  probably  buried  in  this 
yard  on  the  east  side  of  his  second  wife,  Mary  Brett's 
grave.  This  site  is  indicated  by  two  natural,  rough 
stones  at  head  and  foot,  without  inscriptions.  The 
second  wife  died  Jan.  21,  1780,  within  one  year  after 
tlie  death  of  her  husband,  and  was  buried  about 
thirty-five  feet  nearly  east  from  where  his  first  wife, 
Rebecca,  and  their  son,  Uriah,  were  buried.  The  two 
wives  and  their  son  Uriah  have  good  liead-stones ; 
but  the  stone  for  his  second  wile  does  not  give  her 


HISTORY    OF    WEST   BRIDGEWATER. 


913 


birth  or  age.  The  first  wife  died  1771,  and  their  son, 
Uriah,  died  1708,  aged  28.  Tlie  old  Powder-House 
stood  in  tills  yard,  near  the  southwest  corner. 

El'ITAl'II.S   IN   THE   I'OWDER-IIOUSE   GKAVEYAUD. 

1.  Lt.  Jonathan   Packard,  died   May  27,  1805,  in  i 
his  73''  year. 

2.  Mrs.  Martha,  wife  of  Lt.  Jonathan  Packard, 
died  March  11,  1810,  in  her  82"  year. 

.5.  Ill  memory  of  Miss  Silence  Hayward,  who  died 
Dec.  lli,  1823,  in  the  73''  year  of  lier  age. 

4.  In  memory  of  Mis.  Silence,  wife  of  Mr.  Elijah 
Hayward  ;  she  died  Oct.  22",  1803,  aged  75. 

Iltiiuy  uugeld  guurd  tUiu  lovely  cluy 
Till  couiutf  tile  grcut  dL-ciaive  duy 
WliuQ  itUa  Hliall  wiiku  fur  tu  put  on 
Tlio  lobe  wliicli  Cliridt  prep^rtMl  :ui  loii(;. 

5.  iu  memory  of  Mr.  Elijah  Hayward,  who  died 
July  ;U,  1800,  his  aj,'e  78. 

Sly  cliildreii  de.ir,  this  plaru  draw  iieur, 

A  fiitbur'ei  giiivu  to  HUB  ; 

Nut  Iwiig  tigu  I  wuD  with  yuu, 

And  soon  yuu  will  be  with  me. 

6.  In  memory  oi'Mrs.  Betty  Hayward,  wife  of  Mr. 
Luther  Huywurd,  who  died  Nov.  9,  1703,  in  the  2S^^ 
year  of  her  age. 

My  Irii'iiili  dniw  ut-ur  unti  drup  n  tear, 
In  tltid  duik  grave  I  lie; 
0  tbiuk  of  nie  wben  this  yuu  ^ee, 
And  be  prepared  to  die. 

7.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  Luther  Hayward, 
who  died  Nov.  12,  1S32,  aged  74  years. 

8.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Daniel  W.  Lewis,  who  died 
Aug.  17,  1815,  ill  the  28  year  of  liis  age. 

FriendH  nnr  phyHiciau  cuuld  oot  ttave 
My  niortul  body  fruui  the  gruve; 
Nor  cuti  the  gruvu  cuuline  uie  bete 
When  Ciirbt  dhull  cull  uiu  tu  iippeur. 

9.  Erected  iu  memory  of  Caleb  K.  Reed,  who  died 
Oct.  2,  A.D.  1837,  aged  38  years. 

Ueuth,  like  11(1  over>Iluwiiig  atix-uni, 
SuuD  beara  aa  to  the  tomb; 
but  luioiortality  and  life 
Didpel  the  darkwjuie  gtuuoi. 

10.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Hauuah  Reed, 
widow  of  the  late  Timothy  Reed,  Es<i.,  who  died  Dec. 
23,  1848,  aged  81  years. 

Tliere  is  u  lautj  or  pure  delight 
Where  frleiidn,  ouce  parted,  tthull  unite; 
And,  uiuetiug  ou  that  bliafut  abore^ 
With  fund  eaibruco  shull  purt  no  more. 

11.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Timothy  Reed,  Jan.  20, 
1813,  in  his  50'"  year. 

Daily  our  mortal  HetiU  decays, 
Hut  CliriHt  our  life  lihall  cutiic; 
Hiri  UDrosiatilit;  power  aball  raise 
Our  bodie.  from  tbe  grave. 

12.  In  memory  of  the  Widow  Mary  Orcutt,  wlio 
died  Nov.  16,  1807,  in  her  100"'  year. 

13.  Here  lies  Miss  Lydia  Edson,  died  Aug.  18, 
1793,  in  her  83"  year. 
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This  friend  of  Christ  ahull  walce  aud  ri.>e; 
Shall  munut  triuniplmnt  to  thettkieo; 
Wheu  bi  ight  thla  love,  the  gniije  divine, 
Thiis  mortal  shall  in  glory  eliine. 

14.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Joseph  Edson,  who  died 
Aug.  27,  1791,  y*  3G  year  of  his  age. 

16.  Rebecca,  wife  of  Ezekiel  Reed,  died  Jan.  3, 
1845,  aged  74  years,  6  mo.,  27  days. 

In  her  was  manifested  that  wbdoni  which  is  from  aliove,  is  first 
pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of 
mercy  uud  gooti  Iruit,  without  purliality  aud  witbuut  hypocrisy. 

IG.  .Jesse,  son  of  Mr.  Jesse  Edson,  dieil  Aug.  12, 
1708,  in  y"  4"'  year  his  age. 

17.  Iu  memory  of  Mr.  Jesse  Edson,  who  died  Nov. 
18,  1787,  in  the  60"'  year  of  his  age. 

18.  Here  lies  buried  Mrs.  Lydia  Edson,  wife  of  Jlr. 
Jesse  Edson,  who  died  Jan.  23,  1702,  in  y"  ZG"'  year 
of  Iter  age. 

19.  Here  lies  buried  Mrs.  Lydia  Edson,  y'  wife  of 
Dea.  Joseph  Edson,  who  died  January  24,  1762,  in  y" 
80""  year  of  her  age. 

20.  Here  lies  buried  Dea.  Joseph  Edson,  who  died 
Aug.  26,  1768,  in  y''  90"'  year  of  his  age. 

21.  In  memory  of  Luther,  son  of  Mr.  John  Rich- 
ards and  Kezia,  his  wife,  who  was  born  Dec.  20,  1764, 
and  died  Nov.  5,  1776. 

22.  In  memory  of  Daniel,  son  of  Mr.  John  Rich- 
ards and  Kezia,  his  wife,  who  was  born  February  4, 
1757,  and  died  June  28,  1776. 

23.  In  memory  of  Rhoda,  dau.  of  Mr.  John  Rich- 
ards aud  Kezia,  his  wife,  who  was  born  Dec.  11, 1760, 
and  died  March  27,  1775. 

24.  Iu  memory  of  Mrs.  Kezia,  wife  of  Mr.  John 
Richards,  who  died  June  9,  1807,  in  her  73  year. 

25.  In  memory  of  Mr.  John  Richards,  who  died 
Dec.  26,  1812,  in  the  90'"  yesir  of  his  age. 

26.  In  memory  of  Ruhamah,  daughter  of  Ca|>t. 
Josiah  Snell  and  Mrs.  Ruhamah,  his  wife;  she  died 
March  y°  15,  1786,  in  y"  17'"  year  of  her  age. 

Uubamali  bid  a  long  farewell 
To  all  below,  where  she  did  dwell ; 
She  trod  the  dark,  the  gluotny  ruad, 
Tn  dwell  forever  with  her  Qod. 

27.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Barnabas  Snell,  whu  died 
Jan>.  y*  28,  1783,  in  the  27"'  year  of  his  age. 

My  time  is  spent,  my  days  ikre  pat^I ; 
Eternity  must  count  the  rest; 
My  glass  Is  out,  my  ruce  is  run  ; 
Tbe  holy  will  of  Ood  is  done. 

28.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Ruhamah  ynull,  wife  of 
Capt.  Josiah  Snell,  who  died  Jan".  25,  1792,  in  y'  61" 
year  of  her  age. 

29.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Josiah  Snell,  who  died 
Feb.  17,  1803,  his  age  73. 

30.  Here  lies  buried  Mrs.  Rebecca  Urett,  y"  wife  of 
Deac.  Nathaniel  Brett,  who  was  born  Feb.  25,  1700, 
and  died  May  12, 1771.  (Deacon  N.  Brett  wiis  fourth 
town  clerk,  1730  to  1779.) 

31.  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  Uriah  Brett, 
only  son  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  and  Rebecca  Brett,  who 
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was  born  Feb.  25,  1740,  died  March  28,  ITGS.  (Tliis 
Nathaniel  Brett  was  a  deacon,  and  fourth  town  clerk, 
1736  to  1779.) 

32.  In  memory  of  Miss  Martha,  dau.  of  Lt.  Jona-  | 
than  Packard  and  Mrs.  Martha,  his  wife,  wlio  departed  j 
this  life  Jan?  y^'  19,  17S4,  in  tlio  19tli,  year  of  lier  age.  j 

Hail!  liuppy  yuiitli,  (f'liie,  tliou  liiidt  tuuk  Iby  lli;4lit, 
TbruU{;b  Cliiist,  lu  dwell  in  rculiiiH  uf  ^lori^ud  l>glit; 
Tliy  Diuy  Wiis  nliort  uii  tiiicli,  vut  tiiuilo  to  Unuw, 
Thu  puius  of  pailUiQ  wilti  lliy  frieuiis  Uuluw. 

33.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Caleb  Packard,  wlio  de- 
parted tliis  life  May  y'-'  27,  17S3,  in  the  24'"  year  of  liis 
age. 

See  tiere'd  the  youth  whose  ciieerful  bloom 
Prouiideil  u  tniiii  uf  ye;ii"i»  to  coliiu; 
WliOBO  eoft  udilieMd  liud   giiueful  air 
Uuil  ubtuiiieiJ  the  yeublin;;  fiiir. 
When  fute  diviiie.i,  thro'  uxplodi-il  joy, 
Aud  ull  lild  Hatteriii^  boi)es  dL-aticy. 

34.  In  memory  of  Jonathan  Packard,  y°  son  of 
Mr.  Jonatiian  Packard  and  Martha,  his  wife,  lie  died 
Jan.  2,  17t)2,  aged  0  years,  10  mo.,  12  days. 

35.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Susanna,  daugh'  of  Lieut. 
Jonathan  Packard  and  Mrs.  Martha,  his  wife,  who 
departed  this  life  Aug''  y-'  5"',  1785,  and  y"^  24"*  year 
of  licr  age. 

A  life  UKrcL'uble, 

Ulid  de:itli  triiiiii|diant 

through  H  Saviour. 

36.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail,  daugliter  of  Lieut. 
Jonathan  Packard  and  Mrs.  Martha,  his  wife,  who 
departed  this  life  Nov.  y"  20,  1786,  in  y"  17"*  year  of 
her  age. 

Fulber  I  give  my  spirit  up, 
Aud  truat  it  in  tliy  buud; 
Ti\y  dying  tleab  abiill  reat  iu  hope, 
Aud  rise  ut  thy  coiuOiuiid. 

37.  Mrs.  Aletha  Packard,  died  Dec.  30,  1805,  in 
her  52''  year. 

38.  Mrs.  Sarah  Snell,  wife  of  Mr.  Caleb  Suell ;  she 
died  Aug.  27,  1807,  in  her  27'"  year. 

Over  lliy  uow  departed  ft  if  nd 
The  te.ilrt  of  aynipatby  duaceud  ; 
The  ground  wlieie  thou  alt  beduw, 
Aud  Liing  thy  fuuturea  plain  to  view. 

39.  Catherine,  daughter  of  Caleb  Snell,  died  Aug. 
31,  1807,  aged  9  mos. 

40.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Anna,  wife  of  Dea.  Elijah 
Snell,  who  died  April  20'",  1800,  iu  her  50'"  year. 

41.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Susanna  Suell,  wifeof  Deac. 
Elijah  Suell,  who  died  June  19,  1795,  aged  53  years, 
1  mo.,  14  days. 

42.  In  meinory  of  Anna,  wife  of  Mr.  Etlmuml 
Hayward,  who  died  May  14,  1776,  in  y''  45"'  year  of 
her  age. 

43.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Edmund  Hayward,  who 
died  February  the  12'^,  1781,  iu  the  01"' year  of  his 
age. 

41.  Ill  memory  of  Abigail  .Snell,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Josiah  Snell,  Juu.,  and  Abigail,  his  wife,  who  was 
born  May  30'",  1739,  deceased  May  y'  13'",  1747. 


45.  In  memory  of  Macey  Snell,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Josiah  Snell,  Jr.,  and  Abigail,  his  wife,  who  was  born 
Sept  y'  30",  1736,  deceased  May  y''  27'",  1747. 

46.  In  memory  of  .Mrs.  Abigail,  wife  of  Capt. 
Josiah  Suell;  she  died  Dec.  y"  2,  1784,  iu  y  76  year 
of  her  age. 

Reinember  me  as  you  piias  by, 
For  art  you  ale  ho  once  w.ib  I ; 
Aa  I  am  uow  ao  you  must  be  ; 
Prepare  for  death,  and  follow  lue. 

47.  In  memoryof  Capt.  Josiah  Snell,  be  died  Aug. 
y  20'",  1785,  in  y^'  85'"  year  of  his  age. 

Here,  in  this  gloomy  iiuraery  of  the  dead, 
A  neiglibor  good,  a  faitiiful  fliend  la  l.ild; 
JuBl,  peaceful,  careful,  pnnctu.tl,  and  aiucere, 
A  father  kind,  u  tender  liuaband  dear. 

48.  Here  lies  buried  Mr.  Josiah  Snell,  who  dec'' 
April  y'  4'",  1753,  in  y'  79"'  year  of  his  age. 

49.  In  memory  of  Luther,  son  of  Mr.  Natlian  Snell 
and  Betty,  his  wife;  he  died  Nov.  y"^  12'",  17S7,  in  his 
5'"  year. 

50.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Betty  Snell,  wife 
of  Mr.  Nulhan  Suell,  who  died  Jan.  5,  1830,  a;  SO. 

51.  Ill  meinory  of  Mr.  Nathan  Snell,  who  died 
June  20,  1802;  his  age  54. 

52.  Linthea  Snell,  died  April  5,  1859,  aged  64 
years,  6  mo.  and  4  days. 

53.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Betsey,  wife  of  Mr.  Cyrus 
Snell;  she  died  Dec.  14,  1805,  in  her  28'"  year. 

Think  on  the  parents,  uiolhera,  tliiiik  how  great ; 
How  favureil  with  yourciiiblren  iu  yi.ur  view; 
W  bile  you  enjoy  your  beallii,  your  wealth  and  atate. 
Prepare  to  follow  me;  teach  theui  to  follow  you. 

54.  In  memory  of  ilr.  Cyrus  Snell,  who  died  Oct. 
29,  1805,  aa  27  years. 

Death  is  a  soleniu  acene  you  all  muat  pass, 
When  y.-u  draw  near.  Oh  I  .Morl.il-.  tbiiik  bow  auun, 
Jly  blooming  hopes  and  yi-ara  are  lied  in  liaale, 
So  may  your  Dioniiug  aun  go  down  at  noon. 

55.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Maty  Brett,  wile  of  Dea. 
Nathaniel  Brett,  dec"',  who  departed  this  lii'e,  Jan.  y* 
21"',  1780. 

56.  Erected  in  memory  of  Caleb  Kingman  PlcciI, 
son  of  Mr.  Timothy  Reed  and  .Mrs.  Hannah,  his  wife, 
who  was  born  .July  20,  A.D.  1789,  and  deptirted  this 
life  Oct.  10,  17'J6,  which  made  his  residence  in  this 
world  7  years,  2  mos.  20  days. 

God,  my  redeemer  lives. 

And  olten  I'lulu  the  skies, 

Louks  down  and  watches  all  my  du^t 

Till  heaball  bid  it  liae. 

57.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Caleb  Kiiiginaii,  born  Sept. 
25,  1744,  died  Sept.  16,  1807,  le  63. 

All  husbands  kind  and  gooil,  a  parent  dear. 
To  all  ubiiging  and  to  all  aiaceie. 
Title  to  his  otlapring,  fiieud  and  guide, 
lie  lived  beloved,  aud  lamuuted  dit.d. 

58.  In  memory  of  Freelove  Kingman;  she  died 
Jan.  y'  3",  1815,  aged  69  years. 
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Id  prHine  IMI  spend  my  latrHt  brenib, 
Tlien  yield  it  tu  tlie  cmII  ur  dfutli, 
In  liuiH^  timt  tbuu  my  tteNJi  will  ruise 
To  cultrbrute  tliy  deulblend  praidu. 

59.  Mrs.  Sarah,  wile  of  Mr.  Steaven  Vinall,  she 
died  Nov.  4,  1785,  in  llie  75"'  year  of  her  a<,'e. 

60.  Ill  memory  of  Deborah,  wife  of  Mr.  Jacob 
Packard,  who  died  Feb.  y"  9'\  1780,  iu  the  5-lth  year 
of  her  age. 

61.  In  memoiy  of  Aiiey  Jess,  she  died  Aug.  21, 
1814,  in  her  28"-  year. 

62.  Clara  S.,  dau.  of  James  and  Betsey  B.  Hay- 
ward,  :l'  10  111.  and  a  days. 

Ilitppy  infiint,  enrly  blest, 
Real,  in  peacriiil  uliiDilter,  rest; 
Kiirly  re»ciii-d  rniiii  lliu  cures. 
Wbicb  iueruHse  witii  gruwiiig  years. 

63.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Luther  Hayward,  Jr.,  who 
died  Nov.  16,  1824,  aged  38  years. 

64.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Clarissa  R.  Hayward,  wife 
of  Mr.  Luther  Hayward,  Jr.,  who  died  Nov.  8,  1824, 
aged  36. 

65.  Iu  memory  of  George,  son  of  Mr.  Luther  Hay- 
ward, Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Claris.>a,  his  wife,  who  died  Oct. 
17,  1824,  aged  4  years,  6  mo. 

66.  In  memory  of  Mr.  James  Ingalls,  who  died 
Sept.  11,  1816,  in  the  54""  year  of  his  age. 

Art  tliuu  a  nmu  of  liunest  mould, 
Wiib  fervent  benrt  sincere? 
A  biisbiiiid,  Tullier,  Irieiid  bebuld, 
Tby  brother  slumbers  here. 

67.  In  memory  of  Samuel,  son  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Willis  and  Susanna,  his  wife,  who  died  April  y'  10"', 
1780,  in  his  20"-  year. 

Depart  my  friends, 
Wipe  otf  your  tears  ; 
liere  I  must  lie 
Till  Christ  appears. 

68.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Susanna,  wife  of  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Willis,  who  died  Dec.  y^  10,  1783,  in  y'  58  year  of 
her  age. 

Stop,  kind  render,  and  drop  a  tear; 
Tliliik  on  tlie  dust  tlmt  fllnmbers  here; 
And  while  you  read  the  late  tif  Die 
Think  uu  tbe  t;lass  that  runs  fur  thee. 

69.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Willis,  who  died 
Nov.  y--  JO"-,  1778,  in  y"  54"'  year  of  liis  age. 

Dehuhl  and  see  aa  you  pass  by, 
For  as  yuu  are  sii  uuce  wits  1  ; 
And  as  [  iiui  IHIW  so  yull  must  be  ; 
Prepare  for  death,  aud  follow  me. 

70.  In  memory  of  Miss  Martha  Snell ;  who  died 
Sept  2^  1817,  U3  64. 

Could  (fratefnl  love  recall  the  fleeting  breath. 
Or  fond  iiffection  sooth  relenlb-HS  deiith  ; 
Then  had  tliis  stoii**  ne'er  chtinied  a  social  tear. 
Or  reail  to  IhoiiKhtless  man  a  leaoou  here. 

71.  Here  lies  Mrs.  Sarah  Snell,  she  died  Nov.  17, 
1800,  in  her  39"'  year. 

72.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Martha,  wife  of  Mr.  Jona- 
than Snell,  she  died  Nov.  16,  1781,  in  y"  54""  year  of 
her  ajce. 


73.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Snell,  who  died 
Nov.  22,  1800,  in  his  83"  year. 

My  time  is  spent,  my  days  are  past ; 
Klernity  must  couut  tbe  rest ; 
Uy  glass  is  out,  my  race  is  run  ; 
Tlie  holy  will  of  God  is  done. 

74.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Snell,  Jr.,  son  ot 
Mr.  Jonathan  Snell  and  Martha,  his  wife  ;  he  died 
March  9'^  1782,  in  the  30""  year  of  his  age. 

75.  In  memor)'  of  Edward,  son  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Snell  and  Martha,  his  wife,  he  died  Dec.  22,  1782,  iu 
y  18""  year  of  his  age. 

76.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Israel  Packard  Jr.,  who 
died  April  20"",  1752,  aged  35  years  and  14  days. 

77.  Rhoda,  daugh"  of  Mr.  Robert  Packard  and 
Lydia,  his  wife,  born  Oct.  4,  1749,  died  April  4,  1750. 

78.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Anne,  wife  of  Mr. 
Ephraim  Snell,  who  died  June  y'  9"',  1790,  in  y'^  34"" 
year  of  her  age. 

79.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Ephraim  Snell,  who  died 
Sept.  30,  1805,  in  his  50""  year. 

My  cbildreD  dear  this  place  draw  uear, 

A  father's  grave  to  see  ; 

Not  long  ago  I  whs  with  you, 

Aud  BouD  you'll  be  with  me. 

80.  Mrs.  Hannah,  widow  of  Caleb  Snell,  formerly 
widow  of  Josiah  Williams  and  Capt.  Ephraim  Snell, 
died  July  5,  1846,  in  the  83"  year  of  her  age. 

81.  Erected  to  the  memory  of  Ephraim,  son  of 
Mr.  Ephraim  Snell,  and  Mrs.  Anne,  his  wife,  who 
died  July  y'  10"*,  1790,  aged  7  weeks  and  1  day. 

82.  In  memory  of  Miss  Bathsheba  Snell,  who  died 
Oct.  7,  1734,  aged  47. 

83.  Florette,  daughter  of  Levi  P.  and  Melora  A. 
Bailey,  died  Sept.  1,  1846,  aged  7  months  and  6  days. 

Early  fled  life,  care  and  sorrow, 
Lowly  in  the  grave  to  rest  ; 
She  shall  on  a  glorious  morrow  ; 
Bise  to  mingle  with  the  blest. 

84.  Edward  Snell,  born  Aug.  2,  1804,  died  Juue  8, 

1858. 

Gooe  Home, 

85.  la  memory  of  Mary  W.,  wife  of  Edward  Snell, 
who  died  May  29,  1844,  in  her  31"'  year. 

86.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  T.,  wife  of  Mr. 
Edward  Snell,  who  died  Nov.  3,  1840,  in  her  30  year. 
Also  their  infant  dau.,  died  Oct.  29,  1840,  aged  3 
weeks. 

87.  In  memory  of  Emraeline  S.,  wife  of  Edward 
Snell,  who  died  April  7,  1838,  in  the  30'"  year  of  her 
age. 

88.  Samuel,  son  of  Calvin  aud  Sally  Jackson,  died 
Dec.  15,  1810,  a;  11  days. 

89.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Richards,  widow  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  Richards,  who  died  April  y"  23,  1788, 
in  y'^  93"  year  of  her  age. 

Worn  and  with  age  we  did  receive 
Our  death  by  Ailam  and  by  Eve  ; 
But  life  and  pardon  that  is  shown 
To  us  by  Christ,  God's  ouly  son. 
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yo.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Ezra  Richards,  who  died 
Sept.  >■■-■  2G"",  178U,  iu  y"  59"'  year  of  \i\a  agu. 

91.  In  niLMiiory  of  Deac.  Ju.siah  Richards,  who  died 
April  6,  1815,  aged  90  years. 

92.  Mrs.  Anne,  wife  of  Dea.  Josiah  Richards,  died 
Aug.  12,  182S,  03  81. 

93.  In  memory  of  Marcus,  son  of  Mr.  Daniel  Hart- 
well  and  Mehetabel,  his  wife,  he  died  May  y"'  9,  ISSl, 
aged  9  mos.  8  days. 

Depult  my  friemla. 
Wipi)  uil"  your  teiirb; 
Here  I  uiuht  lie 
Till  Cliridt  ;ippt,';irs. 

94.  In  Mieniory  of  David,  .son  of  Mr.  Daniel  llart- 
wuU  and  Mahetabel,  his  wife;  he  died  Oct.  y  24''', 
1782,  aged  G  mo.,  13  days. 

95.  Betty,  daughter  of  Mr.  Johu  Coiieland,  Jr., 
and  Mehetabel,  his  wife,  born  Feb.  27'",  1770,  and 
died  May  19,  1775. 

9lj.  In  memory  of  Ambrose,  sou  to  Mr.  Benjamin 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Marsliall ;  he  died  Dec"'  y"  5"',  1784. 
aged  G  mos.,  23  Jays. 

97.  John,  son  of  Mr.  Eleazer  Churchell  and  Lucy, 
his  wife;  he  died  Oct.  2",  1801,  in  infancy. 

98.  Deborali,  daugliter  of  Mr.  Eleazer  Cliurchell 
and  Lucy,  his  wile;  she  died  Sept.  17'",  1804,  in  her 
9'"  year. 

99.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  O.  Douglas,  wife 
of  George  Douglas,  who  died  Nov.  25,  183G,  aged  30 
years. 

100.  Hugh  Carr.     (No  inscri|)tion.) 

(101,  102, 103,  104,  and  other  graves  near  this  place, 
are  colored  people,  witliout  stones,  such  as  Thomas 
Sutten,  Peter  and  Parmeuas  Pierce,  Levi,  John,  and 
Jacob,  Jr.,  Tarbut  or  Talbut,  and  wife  of  Jacob,  Jr., 
and  two  wives  of  Jacob,  Sr.,  Sally  Carden,  Frank 
Sutten,  and  others.) 

Jerusalem  Graveyard. — The  Jerusalem  Grave- 
yard is  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  leading  from  the 
almshouse  to  Jerusalem,  and  was  established  as  early 
as  1749;  contains  thirty-three  square  rods;  is  oue 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  on  said  road,  running  north 
and  south,  and  extending  back  sixty-four  feet  ea-st 
and  west;  has  thirty-six  lettered  grave-stones  and 
some  half  a  dozen  graves  unmarked,  except  by  native 
fiat  stone,  without  inscription  ;  graves  head  east,  foot 
west,  and  all  stones  facing  east. 

The  Rev.  John  Burr,  aged  sixty-one,  and  ]>r.  Abiel 
Howard,  aged  seventy-two,  were  buried  here  in  1777. 
The  first  two  persons  buried  here  were  Mary  Hay- 
ward,  a  child,  died  June  15,  1749,  and  .John  Howard, 
a  child,  died  1753;  and  the  last  two  persons  buried 
here  were  Jonathan  Hayward,  died  April  30,  1824, 
aged  eighty-eight,  and  Charity  Howard,  died  Dec.  4, 
1829,  aged  eighty-two.  Twelve  of  the  thirty-six  per- 
sons having  gravestones  died  during  ten  years  suc- 
ceeding 17U0,  and  half  of  the  thirty-six  died  between 
1770  and  1800,  and  only  three,  besides  the  two  above 
named,  have  died  since  1800 — one  in  1803,  one  in 
1811,  and  oue  in  1813. 


I  This  ground  was  virtually  abandoned  and  wlioUy 
'  neglected  for  many  years.  A  good  growth  of  wood 
and  timber  had  grown  up,  and  was  standing  thereon 
;  a  few  years  ago,  when  the  town  of  West  Bridgewater 
extinguished  the  outstanding  title,  took  possession  of 
the  premises,  caused  the  wood  and  timber  to  he  cut 
and  removed,  and  inclosed  the  ground  with  a  wooden 
post  and  rail  fence  on  three  sides  thereof,  and  a  stone 
wall  on  the  back  side. 

There  are  in  this  yard  thirteen  Ilaywards,  five  Burrs, 
ami  four  each  of  the  Bretts  and  llartwelU.  We  are 
unable  to  find  any  ancient  recjrd  relating  to  this 
graveyard,  and  only  one  deed  of  land  i.s  known  to 
exist,  and  that  recently  taken  from  .Jane  S.  T.  Ilervey, 
daughter  of  Zeba  Howard,  and  wife  of  L.  D.  Ilervey, 
conveying  the  premises  to  the  town  of  Went  Briilge- 
water. 

EPITAPHS    IN    THE    JEIIUSAI.E.M    (iUAVEYARD. 

1.  In  memory  of  Hannah,  daughter  of  Mr.  Philip 
Reynolds  and  Hannah,  hi.s  wife,  wlni  died  Dec.  y'  23, 
1774,  in  y  0'"  year  of  her  age. 

2.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Philip  Reynolils,  who  died 
Jan.  4,  1775,  in  y'  35'"  year  of  his  age. 

3.  In  memory  of  Freelove  Brett,  d.uigli.  ot  .Mr. 
John  Brett  aud  Alice,  his  wife,  who  died  Jan^  12, 
1779,  in  the  33''  year  of  her  age. 

4.  In  memory  of  Hannah  Brett,  dangh.  of  Mr. 
John  Brett  and  Alice,  his  wife,  who  died  Oct.  20'", 
1779,  in  the  26""  year  of  her  age. 

5.  Here  lies  Mr.  John  Brett,  who  died  Aug.  28'", 
1793,  in  the  88*"  year  of  his  age. 

G.  In  memory  of  Alice,  widow  of  Mr.  Jnhii  Brett, 
who  died  Dec.  P',  1794,  in  her  81-'  year. 

7.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  Williams,  wite  of  Mr. 
George  Williams,  wlni  died  Sept.  4,  1775,  in  y'  23'' 
year  of  her  age. 

8.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Kingman,  wife  <>['  Mr. 
Alexander  Kingman,  who  died  Nov.  l(i,  17.S'.i,  age<i  05 
years. 

9.  In  memory  of  Lieut.  Daniel  Howard,  who  ilietl 
March  y^  23",  1782,  iu  y"  35'"  year  of  his  agr. 

Sloop  duwu  oiy  tbouglitu  tli.il  iiafil  In  rr-c, 
Cuuverue  ii  wliilu  nilli  Uentli, 
Think  tiuw  u  gaapiii^  iiinrUil  liut 
And  ptiatK  jiwivy  bin  bruutb. 

10.  Iu  memory  of  Mrs.  Silence,  llie  wife  of  Abiel 
Howard,  M.D. ;  she  died  Aug' y  17,  1775,  atatis  ij2. 
(A  daughter  of  Nehemiah  Washburn.) 

In  (lust  I  die,  tu  dust  1  rotiiro  ; 
TbiH  IN  uiy  plucu.  Itiy  deatiitud  uin, 
O  Ihiiik  ut  dt-atli,  licuven,  ucid  tii-ll ; 
Mtike  Uud  yuur  Iriuiid  uiid  nil  la  wull. 

11.  In  memory  of  Abiel  Howard,  M.D.  ;  he  died 
Jan'  the  10'",  1777,  in  y'  73''  year  of  his  age.  (A 
graduate  Harvard  University  1729,  whose  daugliter 
Silence  married  Dr.  Phili|i  Bryant,  father  ol'  Dr.  Peter 
Bryant,  of  Cuinniington,  who  was  tlie  father  of  Wil- 
liam CuUen  Bryant,  the  poet.) 

The  sweet  reiiieiiihrunce  uf  llie  jiiat 
Shull  tlourioli  when  tluy  aKep  in  dilot. 
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12.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Joshua  Howard,  who  diecl 
March  y'  31",  17S0,  in  y  ^'J'"  year  of  his  a^'e. 

13.  In  memory  of  Miss  Charity  Howard,  who  died 
Dec.  4,  lti->9,  ;l-  S2  years. 

14.  Here  lies  Mr.  Jonathan  Burr  ;  he  died  January 
24"',  in  the  66"'  year  of  liis  aj,'e. 

Deulli,  iiiexorulile,  hath  hijd  iu  the  duttt 
The  mail  who  wim  fuitliful.  piuua,  aiu)  jUHt; 
Fn>ni  toruitjiitd  extreaie,  liovt  happy  the  Ilight 
From  luibery  lu  joy — from  (lurkiiesii  to  light. 

15.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Martha,  wife  of  Mr.  Jona- 
than Burr,  who  died  Dec.  y"  12'",  1791,  in  y*  55"'  year 
of  her  age. 

Our  loving  rriciid  in  goue, 

No  uiure  to  cheer  bel  flieuild  iiiiU  childreu  Ueur, 
O  L'crtuiti  t'ute,  we  view  thi^  teuchliig  etoQe 
.\iid  moiirii  thy  death  to  uiedilate  our  own. 

10.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Hayward,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Abiier  Hayward,  wlio  died  Dec.  4,  m  1783,  in 
the  65"'  year  of  her  age. 

Our  life  Id  ever  on  the  wiog. 

And  death  m  ever  oigh  ; 

The  uiouieiitd  when  our  lived  tegia 

AVe  all  begin  to  die. 

Death  is  a  debt  to  iiiiture  due 

\V  liich  1  have  paid,  and  h\i  must  you. 

17.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Susanna  Hayward,  who 
died  March  25,  1800,  iu  the  48'"  year  of  her  age. 

Here  let  yuu  redt  iu  peaceful  duet 
Till  God  to  glory  raise  the  duut. 

18.  In  memory  of  Rev.  John  Burr,  who  died 
March  tlie  16"',  1777,  in  y"  02''  year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Silence  Burr,  wife  of  Deac. 
John  Burr,  who  died  May  6, 1773,  in  y"  68  year  of  her 
age.  (Deacon  John  Burr  liere  means  the  Rev.  John 
Burr  above.) 

19.  In  memory  of  Ruth,  daugli.  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Burr  and  Martha,  his  wife;  .she  died  Oct.  15, 1776,  in 
the  2"*  year  of  her  age. 

20.  John,  son  of  Mr.  Theophilus  Howard  and 
Susanna,  his  wife,  born  Sept.  30,  1750,  died  Mch.  1, 
1752-3. 

21.  Kezia,  wife  of  5Ir.  Tliaddcus  Howard,  died 
May  20,  1811,  in  lier  50  year. 

22.  In  memory  of  Jcrahmul,  son  of  Jonathan  Hay- 
ward and  Mary,  his  wife;  he  died  Aug.  28,  1774,  in 
y*  3  year  of  his  age. 

23.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Hayward,  who 
died  April  30,  1824,  in  the  89"'  year  of  liis  age. 

stop,  kind  friends,  and  take  a  view  ; 
The  uUruud  and  grave  do  wait  for  yuu  ; 
When  uu  niy  grave  you  east  an  eye, 
Thiuk  OD  cold  death  ;  you  soon  must  die. 

24.  Miss  Mary  Hayward  wife  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Hayward,  died  Oct.  6,  1813,  ce  61. 

Let  this  vuiu  world  engage  DO  more, 
Dehuhl  the  gaping  touib  ; 
It  bids  us  seize  the  present  hour, 
To-uiorrow  death  may  come. 

25.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Betty  Hartwell,  the  wife 


of  Mr.  Nathan  Hartwell,  who  died  Feb.  28, 1762,  aged 
26  years  and  0  mos. 

26.  In  memory  of  Silence  Burr,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Seth  Burr  and  Charity,  his  wife,  who  died  March  y' 
20,  A.  D.  1780,  in  the  26th  year  of  her  age. 

Ton,  reader,  stop 
And  lend  a  tear; 
ThIuk  on  the  dust 
That  slumbers  here. 

27.  Orin  Hayward,  son  of  Mr.  Solomon  HaywMrd 
and  Mrs.  Martha  his  wife,  died  Feb.  15,  1707,  aged  6 
mos. 

28.  Sally  B.  Hayward,  daughter  of  Mr.  Solomon 
Hayward  and  Mrs.  Martha,  his  wife,  died  Feb.  6, 1803, 
iu  the  4  year  of  her  age. 

29.  Royal  Hayward,  son  of  Mr.  Solomon  Hayward 
and  Mrs.  Martha,  his  wife,  died  Feb.  7,  1797,  aged  2 
years,  9  months. 

30.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Hayward,  wife  of 
Mr.  Peter  Hayward,  who  died  Oct.  9,  1776,  in  y'  67"- 
year  of  her  age.  (She  was  one  of  five  daughters  of 
Jonathan  Williams,  of  Taunton,  a  large  landholder. 
Her  sister,  Mary,  married  Seth  Dean,  of  Raynliam, 
and  her  daughter,  Rebecca  Dean,  married  Woodward 
Latham.) 

31.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Peter  Hayward,  who  died 
July  the  14,  1765,  in  y"  56"'  year  of  his  age.  (He  was 
son  of  Deacon  Joseph.) 

32.  Abigail,  daughter  of  Mr.  Peter  Hayward  and 
Abigail,  his  wife,  died  April  y"  21"',  1760,  in  y'  IS"- 
year  of  her  age. 

33.  Peter,  son  of  Mr.  Peter  Hayward  and  Abigail, 
his  wife,  died  January  y"  13"',  1753,  in  the  2"  year  of 
his  age. 

34.  Here  lies  buried  Mr.  Samuel  Hartwell,  who 
dec'  December  y'^  25,  1760,  in  the  67'"  year  of  his  age. 

Here  lies  buried  Mr.  Jonathan  Hartwell,  who 
died  Feb.  8"',  1761,  in  the  40'"  year  of  his  age. 

And  Hannah,  his  daughter,  dec"  Jaii^  y'  30"', 
1761,  in  y*  3"  year  of  her  age.  (These  persons  died 
with  smallpox.) 

35.  Mary,  daugh.  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hayward  and 
Sar.ih,  his  wife,  died  June  15,  1749,  aged  6  years  and 
6  mos. 

36.  In  memory  of  Thomas,  son  of  Mr.  David  Wade 
and  Mary,  his  wife;  he  died  March  y'  14"',  1768,  iu 
y"  4""  year  of  his  age. 

The  Alger  Graveyard  and  Tomb.— This  yard 
contains  sixteen  to  twenty  square  rods  of  land  on 
Wolf  Trap  Hill,  west  side  of  Flaggy  Meadow  Biook, 
south  side  of  the  road,  nearly  opposite  the  dwelling- 
house  of  John  Otis  Alger,  in  West  Bridgcwater. 

There  is  a  common  balance- wall  on  the  we.it  .lide, 
and  a  bank  wall  on  the  north  side,  next  to  the  road, 
and  otherwise  it  is  uninclosed.  There  are  four  graves 
with  gravestones  having  the  following  inscription 
thereon,  to  wit : 

1.  James  Keith,  son  of  Mr.  Calvin  Keith,  died  of 
an  epilepsy,  March  13,  1801,  in  his  17'"  year. 
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i.  Erected  in  memory  of  Lieut.  James  Alger,  wiio 
died  May  20,  1810,  in  hia  82''  year. 

3.  Erected  in  meniory  uf  Mrs.  Martha  Alger,  wife 
of  Lieut.  James  Alger;  she  died  23*  Aug.,  1S13,  in 
her  81"  year. 

4.  Hannah,  daugliter  of  Kingman  and  Sarah 
Cook,  died  Jan.  29,  1822,  2  years,  10  mos. 

And  tliere  are  five  graves  in  this  yard  witliout 
monumeut  or  inscription,  to  wit: 

1.  A  daughter  of  Abiezer  Alger,  Jr.,  stillborn, 
June  21,  1813. 

2.  Rachel  Keith,  born  July  22,  1744,  died  about 
1815,  71  years  of  age.  (She  was  a  daughter  of  Ebe- 
nezer  Keith,  and  half-sister  of  the  first  Abiezer  Alger's 
w  i  fe. ) 

3.  Abiezer  Alger,  3''  son  of  Abiezer  Alger,  Jr., 
born  Nov.  20,  1820,  died  Feb.  14,  1822,  1  year  2 
months,  25  days. 

4.  A  son  of  Abiezer  Alger,  Jr.,  stillborn,  Jan.  10, 
1823. 

5.  Dilly  Green,  colored,  buried  about  1824.  She 
was  probably  over  GO  years  of  age,  and  w.is  one  of  the 
four  wives  of  Robert  Prince,  belter  known  by  the 
name  of  Robert  Green,  who  was  a  large,  strong  man, 
jet  black,  born  in  Virginia,  lived  on  the  Alger  farm 
for  many  years  ;  is  said  to  have  served  in  the  old 
French  war,  and  was  a  body-servant  of  Gen.  Green, 
in  the  Revolutionary  war;  died  in  the  poor-house  in 
West  Bridgewater,  in  January,  1827,  lOG  years  of  age. 

And  tliere  is  also  one  large  tomb  upon  these  prem- 
ises, built  by  the  late  Abiezer  Alger,  Jr.,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  of  1828,  containing  the  remains  of 
fourteen  persons  deposited  there  in  the  order  of  their 
deaths,  to  wit : 

1.  Cornelia  Alger,  born  Aug.  24,  1800,  died  Oct. 
26,  1824.  (Put  into  Zephaniah  Lathrop's  tomb  and 
removed  June  7,  1828). 

2.  A  son  of  Abiezer  and  Annie  C.  Alger,  stillborn, 
June  o,  1828. 

3.  Abiezer  Alger,  Sr.,  born  July  25,  1757,  died 
July  31,  1830. 

4.  Hepsibah  Alger,  wife  of  Abiezer  -Vlger,  born  in 
Scotland,  Dec.  20,  17C0,  died  Feb.  25,  1841. 

5.  Vienna  Keith,  born  in  Scotland,  Aug.  1,  1764, 
died  July  21,  1847  (a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Keith, 
and  sister  of  said  Uepsibah.) 

6.  Annie  Dean  Alger,  dau.  of  James  and  Caroline 
B.  Alger,  born  Feb.  185(>,  died,  aged  10  days. 

7.  Anne  Cushing  Alger,  wife  of  the  second  Abi- 
ezer Alger,  born  in  Pembroke  now  Hanson,  Oct. 
15,  1786,  died  Sept.  24,  1857. 

8.  Abiezer  Alger,  born  May  21,  1787,  died  March 
1,  1863. 

0.  Martha  Kingman  Alger,  born  May  16,  1848, 
died  May  17,  1866. 

10.  Hepsey  Alger,  born  Oct,  24,  17'J2,  died  June 
14,  1866. 

11.  Caroline  Belinda  Alger,  born  in  Raynham, 
Mar.  2,  1825,  died  April  2,  186U. 


I       12.     Caroline  Richmond  Alger,  born  July  16,  1845, 

died  July  4,  1869. 
I       13.     James  Alger,  born  Aug.  29,   1816,  died  Jan. 
:  26,  1878.     (Son  of  Abiezer,  Jr.) 

j       14.     Henry  Williams  Alger,  born  April   IS,  1854, 
'  died  Feb.  26,  1878. 

The  Pleasant    Hill    Cemetery   Association,   at 
;  Cocliesett,  was  organized  April  1,  1872. 

The  Pine  Hill  Cemetery  was  orgunizetl  May  16, 
!  1870.     This  cemetery  is  located  in  the  Centre  Village. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

I  Ilowurd  Collegiate  lostitute — Tlio  Press — West  Eridgewater 
Times — West  Bridgewuter  News — Pbysiuians — Furmera'  Club 
— Manufat'turers — Civil  History — Incorpuration  uf  Town — 
Clerks — Treasurers  —  Selectuien  —  Ucpi-esentatives — War  of 
tbe  Hebelliun — Action  of  tbe  Town — A'arious  \'otcs — Auiount 
of  Money  Expended  for  War  Purposes — The  Town  Quotas — 
List  of  Soldiers — Soldiers'  Monument,  Its  Inception,  Cooi- 
pletion,  and  Dedication. 

Howard  Collegiate  Institute. — This  institution 
was  established  by  the  munificeucc  of  the  late  Benja- 
min B.  Howard  (see  biography  of  JMr.  Howard  else- 
where in  this  work).  The  building  is  a  handsome 
and  commodious  brick  structure,  beautifully  located, 
in  the  midst  of  a  wealthy  and  beautiful  agricultural 
region.  The  institution  is  for  girls  and  young  women, 
and  was  opened  Oct.  2,  1883.  The  principal  is  Miss 
Helen  Magill,  Ph.D.  (Boston  University,  and  more 
recently  from  Cambridge  Uuiveisity,  England),  who 
is  assisted  by  an  able  corps  of  instructor.s. 

The  present  faculty  of  inatruclion  and  government 
is  as  follows:  Helen  ftlagill,  Ph.D.,  principal  and 
instructor  in  Ancient  Languages  and  in  History; 
Rev.  William  Brown,  instructor  in  I\lental  and  Moral 
Philosophy;  Eudora  Magill,  A.B.,  instructor  in 
Mathematics;  Gertrude  B.  Magill,  A.B.,  instructor 
in  Modern  Languages,  English  Literature,  and  Elocu- 
tion ;  Lydia  S.  Ferguson,  instructor  iu  Physical 
Science  and  English  branches;  Drawing  and  Painting, 
vacant;  Sarah  Washburn  Ames,  instructor  in  Music; 
Matron,  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Kingsbury. 

The  present  trustees  are  Dr.  J.  C.  Swan,  West 
Bridgewater,  Mass. ;  Oliver  Ames,  North  Eastou, 
Mass. ;  Charles  W.  Copeland,  West  Bridgewater, 
Mass. ;  James  Copeland,  West  Bridgewater,  Mass. ; 
Nahum  Leonard,  Bridgewater,  Mass. ;  Benjamin 
Howard,  West  Bridgewater,  ^lass. ;  Beujaiuiu  B. 
Howard,    West     Bridgewater,     Mass. ;     Francis     E. 
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Howard,  West  Bridgewater,  Mass. ;  Wallace  C.  Keith, 
West  Bridgewater,  Mass. ;  Edward  Tisdale,  West 
Bridgewater,  Mass. 

The  officers  for  188i^— 84  are  as  follows:  President, 
Beojamiu  Howard  ;  Secretary,  Benjamio  B.  Howard  ; 
Treasurer,  Francis  E.  Howard. 

Board  of  visitors:  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe,  Bos- 
ton ;  Mrs.  Emily  Talbot,  Boston  ;  Mrs.  Kate  Gannett 
Wells,  Bcston ;  Miss  Lucia  M.  Peabody,  Boston; 
Miss  Katherine  P.  Loring,  Beverly  Farms,  Mass. ;  I 
Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale,  D.D.,  Roxbury.  M;iss. ;  Rev. 
Joseph  Osgood,  Cohasset,  Mass. ;  Hon.  Juho  D. 
Long,  Hiogham,  Mass.;  Rev.  Russell  N.  Bellows, 
New  York  City  ;  Arthur  Oilman,  Cambridge,  Mass. ; 
Dr.  William  L.  Richardson,  Boston;  George  Herbert 
Palmer,  Cambridge,  Mass. ;  Arnold  B.  Chace,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

The  institute,  as  at  present  organized,  offers  a  seven 
years'  course  of  study.  This  course  is  so  arranged 
as  to  give  a  good  general  education,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  thorough  preliminary  training  for  those  who 
may  wish  to  pursue  their  studies  further  at-  such  in- 
stitutions as  offer  University  work  to  women. 

The  curriculum  includes  the  work  usually  done 
in  the  first  two  years  of  the  best  college  courses,  with 
more  work  in  some  departments,  especially  history 
and  English  literature,  than  is  required  for  entrance 
to  college  or  in  tliis  part  of  the  college  curriculum. 

The  residence  is  arranged  on  the  cottage  .system, 
one  cottage  having  been  already  built,  accommoduting 
a  small  number  of  students,  each  with  a  single  room. 
This  plan  is  considered  most  favorable  to  individual 
training,  and  will  be  adhered  to  in  future  building. 
The  aim  is  to  retain  as  much  of  the  character  of 
home-life  as  may  be  in  an  institution. 

The  institution  is  under  able  management,  and  is 
destined  to  take  front  rank  among  similar  institutions 
in  this  country. 

Town  Statistics. — Valuation,  as  assessed  May  1, 
1883: 

Viiluo  of  re^l  estate $739,878,110 

"        |ier8uiiul  proporty i:f3,'J48.00 


Total $87.'i,82U.OO 

ASSKSSMKSTJ. 


State  ta.\ 

County  tax 

Town  grant 

Overlaying  on  taxed.. 


$340.00 
001. CO 

0,;i50.U0 
2-18.31 


Total  tax $li,:i3y.ai 

Kate  of  tax,  $12  per  $1000.     Poll  tax,  $2. 

Number  of  polls 427 

"         dwelling. housed  ta.xed 35U 

"         acres  of  land 9816 

"         horses 2S»9 

"         cows 4H7 

"         sheep 81 


AprnoPKiATiONS. 

For  support  of  schools $3000.00 

'*     repairs  on  school  property liOO.OO 

"     repairs oD  higliways 260i>.00 

"     new  roads iud.uo 

"     support  of  poor 13UU.00 

"    town  officers 700.00 

"    incidentals 600.00 

"     public  lectures 1011.00 

"    old  cemeteries 50.00 

Total $0350.00 

Town  Puoi-ERTr. 

Value  of  town  farm $4,100.00 

"        personal  property..'. 2,057.21 

"        nine  school-houses ..   11,700.00 

"        town  library ;;,000.00 

Public  Library. — The  Public  Library  was  organ- 
ized Oct.  4,  1879,  and  is  located  in  the  Howard 
Institute.  There  were  added  to  the  library  for  the 
year  ending  Feb.  1,  1884,  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  volumes  by  purchase,  many  of  which  were 
standard  works  of  permanent  value,  consisting  of 
choice  selections,  and  embracing  most  all  subjects. 

There  were  donations  also  from  Mr.  John  S.  Mar- 
tin and  from  Mr.  C.  W.  Copelaod  amounting  to 
thirty-eight  volumes,  making  the  total  number  of 
books  in  the  library  Feb.  1,  1884,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-two. 

The  books  in  all  the  departments  have  been  selected 
with  much  care  and  criticism,  and  they  constitute  a 
comprehensive  and  valuable  library  for  a  small   town. 

By  the  librarian's  memoranda,  it  appears  that  the 
total  number  of  books  taken  from  the  library  during 
the  year  was  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  or  a  weekly  distribution  of  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  volumes,  divided  among  the  various 
classes  of  subject-matter  in  the  following  ratio,  viz. : 
fiction,  about  fifty-one  per  cent. ;  juvenile,  about 
twenty  per  cent.  ;  travels,  about  four  and  one-half  per 
cent. ;  history  and  humorous,  about  two  and  one-half 
per  cent,  each  ;  science  and  general  literature,  about 
two  per  cent,  each  ;  biography,  about  three  percent. ; 
poetry,  about  one  and  one-half  per  cent. ;  magazines, 
periodicals,  about  ten  per  cent. 

School  committee's  financial  report  for  the  year  end- 
ing Feb.  1, 1884: 

ExFKNOITURIiS. 

Paid  for  teachers $29(1('>.00 

Fuel  3U7.S4 

Balance  due  Eaflt  Bridgewater 115.83 

Care  of  houses  and  incidentals 110.00 

Total $3439.07 

RCCKIITS. 

Town  grant $3000.00 

Massachusetts  school  fund 233.41 

Overdrawn  from  treasury 200.26 

ToUl $3439.67 

Repaius. 

Expendituroa $489.41 

ReceipU 600.00 

Balance  in  treasury $110.59 
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It  was  recommended  that  the  town  raise  the  sum 
of  ihree  thousauJ  dollars  for  tlie  support  of  schools 
for  the  ensuing  year  and  four  hundred  dollars  for 
repairs. 

The  Press. — A  sheet  called  the  West  BiiJ(ji:water 
Times  was  issued  here  in  18G7,  and  lived  about  two 
years.  It  was  printed  in  Middleboro',  and  the  cor- 
re.spundeut  iu  this  town  was  Rev.  J.  G.  Forman.  The 
latest  Venture  iu  this  field  was  the  West  BiiJjewater 
News,  which  was  issued  here  iu  1882,  by  William 
Fay.     It  was  short-lived. 

Post-Offices. — There  are  two  post-offices  in  the 
town, — one  at  Central  Square,  Charles  R.  Packard, 
postmaster,  and  one  at  Cochesett,  Edward  Tisdale, 
postmaster. 

Physicians. — The  present  physicians  are  J.  C. 
Swan  and  Wallace  C.  Keith. 

West  Bridgewater  Farmers'  Club  was  estab- 
lished in  December,  1871,  with  James  Howard  as 
president.  The  present  officers  are  Davis  Copeland, 
picsident;  James  Howard,  vice-president;  J.  A. 
Shores,  secretary ;  J.  E.  Ryder,  treasurer. 

This  was  the  first  farmers'  club  established  in  the 
county,  and  is  in  a  progressive  condition. 

Copeland  &  Hartwell's  Shoe  Manufactory. — 
This  establishment  is  one  of  the  oldest  iu  Plymouth 
County,  having  been  established  in  1845  by  Caleb 
Copeland  and  Josiah  Quiney  Hartwcll,  and  the  oriiji- 
nal  firm  has  been  continued  without  change  to  the 
present  lime.  This  factory  has  been  enlarged  sev- 
eral limes,  and  is  now  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet 
long  by  twenty-five  feet  wide.  They  employ  fifty 
hands,  and  the  value  of  the  annual  product  amounts 
to  i'rom  seventy-five  thousand  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Edward  Tisdale  Shoe  Manufactory. — (See 
biography.) 

Among  the  other  manufaclurcrs  may  be  noted  M. 
A.  Ripley,  flouring-mlll ;  George  W.  Bent,  iron  foun- 
dry ;  Milvin  C.  Edson,  Joseph  Ring,  T.  P.  Ripley, 
shoe  manufacturing;  0.  Ames  &  Sou,  saw-  and  shin- 
gle-mills, and  Jonathan  Howard,  vinegar  manufac- 
turer. 

Incorporation  of  Town  and  Civil  List. — It  is  a 
somewhat  singular  fact  that  West  Bridgewater  as  a 
parish  was  never  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  parish  was  incorporated  as  a  town  Feb. 
10,  1822.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  clerk.s,  treas- 
urers, selectmen,  and  rcpresentalives  from  the  incor- 
poration of  the  town  to  the  present  time  : 

CLERKS. 
John  E.  HowurU,  1S22,  '2:1,  '24. 
Oeorge  W.  IVrtins,  1825,  '26. 


Notth  Whitmiin,  1827,  '28,  '29,  '?,»,  '31,  '32,  'US,  -ii,  '35,  '36, 
'37,  '38,  '39,  'JO,  '41,  '42, '43,  '44,  '45,  '16,  '47,  '48,  '4'.i,  '50,  '51, 
'52,  '53. 

Juliii  E.  Howurd,  1354. 

Martin  V.  Pratt,  1855. 

Jiiuies  Ilowuril,  1856,  '57,  '58,  '59,  '60,  '76,  '77,  '73,  '79,  'SO, 
'SI,  '82,  '83. 

George  A.  Colainore,  1861. 

John  W.  Ilowiura,  1S62,  '63,  '64. 

Austin  Packard,  1S65,  '66,  '67,  '08,  '69,  '70,  '71,  '72,  '7:!,  '71, 
75. 

licnjamiii  li.  Howard,  1884. 

TRKASUIlEnS. 

John  E.  Howard,  1822,  '23,  '24. 

Fisko  Ames,  1825,  '2fi. 

Abiol  Packard,  1827, '2.S,  '29,  '3U,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '.U,  '35,  ':.(,;  :;7. 

John  II.  Packard,  1838. 

Howard,  1839. 

Nahuui  Leonard,  1840,  '41,  '42. 

Thomai  Pratt,  1843, '44,'  45,  "46, '47, '48,  '49,  '50,  '51, '52,  '53, 
'54,  '56,  '57,  '58,  '59,  '60. 

Josiah  Q.  Uartwell,  1S55. 

George  M.  Pratt,  1861,  '62,  '63,  '04,  '65,  '66,  "07,  '08,  '09,  '70, 
'71,  '72,  '73,  '74,  '75,  '76,  '77,  '78,  '79,  'SO,  '81,  '82. 

James  Howard,  1883. 

Charlea  E.  Tisdale,  1884. 

SELECTMEX. 
1822. — David  Howard,  A.  Algier,  .^^aiiiuel  Dunbar. 
1823-24. — Josiab  Richards,  David  Howard,  .Samuel  Dunbar. 
1825-26. — David    Howard,    Josinli    Ricbards,     Ca|pt.     S[jcncer 

Lathrop. 
1827. — Josiab  Richards,  Spencer  Lathrop,  Zepaniab  Howard. 
1828. — N.  Edson,  Josiab  Richards,  Jonas  Hartwell. 
1829-31. — N.  Edaon,  Jonaa  Hartwell,  Josepb  Kinguian. 
1832. — Abiol  Packard,  Jonaa  Hartwell,  Xahuui  Leonard. 
1833. — Nahuui  Leonard,  Abiel  Packard,  Caleb  Howar.l. 
is;i4. — Nabum  Leonard,  Caleb  Howard,  Jobn  Ricbanls. 
1S35. — Caleb  Howard,  John  Richard.-!,  Daiuon  Uingman. 
1836. — Caleb  Howard,  Daruon  ICinguwn,  Nahuui  .Siiill. 
1S37. — Nahuui  Snoll,  Seth  Leach,  'rhuiua.s  Aiiie:<. 
1838-40. — Jonathan  Copeland,  James  ('o|iclaiid,  I>.  Cianc. 
1811-42. — Jonathan  Copeland,  Austin  Packard,  Libljiiis  Pack- 
ard, 
1843. — Austin  Packard,  Libbeus  Packard,  Alh.i  Howard. 
1844. — A.  Packard,  L.  Packard,  Nabuin  .Siidl. 
1845-47.— A.  Packard,  L.  Paekar.l,  Job  H.irllett. 
1348.— A.  Packard,  Job  liartlett,  i^aiiiuul  Rj.lc-r. 
1847-52. — A.  Packard,  James  Copeland,  Ward  I'.icliards. 
1853-54. — A.  Packard,  James  Copclniid,  Jona>  Hartwell. 
1855-56.— T.  B.  Caldwell,  Elaiu  Howard,  Austin  P;iekard. 
1357-58.— T.  D.  Caldwell,  A.  Packard,  James  Copelan.l. 
1859-62. — James  Howard,  A.  Copeland,  Jr.,  Gcoigc  Li.  Ryder. 
1863. — James  Howard,  Albert  Copeland,  I'rancis  E.  llow.iid. 
1S64-56.— James    Howard,    Francis   E.   Howard,  C.ilcb    Cope- 
land, Jr. 
1867. — Jainea  Howard,  Caleb  Copeland,  Jr.,  Shepard  L.  Pralt. 
1868. — Francis  E.  Howard,  Nahuui  Leonaid,  Jr.,  J.  C.  Keith. 
1869. —  Nahuiu  Leonard,  Jr.,  F.  E.  Howard,  Charles  Perkins. 
1870.— James  Howard,  George  D.  Ryder,  S.  H.  Howard. 
1671.' — James  Howard,  S.  11.  Howard,  Davis  Copeland. 
1872-73. — James  Howard,  S.  N.  Howard,  Davi,-  Copeland. 
1874. — James  Howard,  Davis  Copeland,  Henry  ^V.  Leach. 
1375. — James  Howard,  Henry  W .  Leach,  Caleb  Copelau.l,  Jr. 
1876-78. — James  Howard,  Henry  W.  Leach,  Henry  Copeland. 
1379-80. —  Henry  Copeland,  Jo»iah  Q.  Hartwell.  S.  H.  Ilonard. 
1831-84. —  Henry  Copolaud,  .S.  H.  Howard,  M.  \.  Ilipley. 
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Representatives. — West  Bridfiewater,  witli  Brock- 
ton, cunstitutcs  a  representative  district.  From  tlie 
incoiporation  of  tlie  town  to  1827  it  voted  to  scud 
uo  reprt'Miutative. 

Tlic  following  is  a  list  of  representatives : 


1S27.  Julin  i;.  HowiuJ. 
1S2S-2'J.  S:iuiuel  Dunbar. 

1530.  W'illiuni  liajlics,  E^q. 

1531.  Siiuiucl  Dunbar. 
1S32-35.  Ellis  .\iiies,  Esq. 
1S36-;','.I.  J.ibn  E.  Iluward. 
184U.   Nullum  Siiell. 

1841.  J..bn  K.  Howuia. 

1842.  Juliii  Itichai'ds. 

1543.  Jonas  Hurtnell. 

1544.  C;ilcb  Uowftrd. 
1S4J.  Dwclley  Fobes. 
1346.  Juoiitlutn  CupelanJ. 

1847.  Aujtiu  PftckarJ. 

1848.  Elij;.h  .Siuitb. 


i  1849-52.  No  choice. 

1S53.  Albert  Copulund. 
I  1854.   I'aul  Townsend. 
[  1865,  Voted  to  send  none. 
I  1850.  James  Copeland. 
I  1853.  Jarvis  D.  Euirell. 

ISo'J.  Caleb  Copeland,  Jr. 

1864.  Georyo  D.  Uydcr. 

lSr>6.  Edward  Tisdalo. 

1868.  Nabum  Leonard,  Jr. 

1873,  Benjamin  Howard. 

1S76.  Curtis  Eddy. 

1878.  Henry  Copeland. 

1881.  Francis  E.  Howard. 


War  of  the  Rebellion. — Tlie  first  town-meeting 
relating  to  the  war  was  held  April  27,  1861,  vfheti  it 
was  voted  to  pay  each  volunteer  belonging  to  the 
town  while  in  the  service  eight  dollars  per  month,  and 
$1.25  per  day  spent  in  drilling,  and  money  sufficient 
for  the  comfortable  maintenance  of  his  family.  It 
was  also  voted  to  furni.sh  arms  and  equipments  to  the 
military  conijiany  then  forming,  and  the  selectmen 
were  authorized  to  expend  two  thousand  dollars  for 
that  purpose. 

July  18,  1862,  voted  to  pay  a  bounty  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars  for  recruits  for  three 
years,  to  the  "  number  of  twenty-three."  A  com- 
mittee of  one  from  each  school  district  was  appointed 
to  act  with  the  selectmen  in  procuring  volunteers, 
each  to  be  paid  two  dollars  per  day  while  engaged. 
August  ISth,  the  bounty  was  increased  one  hundred 
dollars.  August  22d,  the  bounty  to  volunteers  for 
nine  months  was  fixed  at  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars.  It  was  also  recommended  that  the  re- 
cruits of  West  and  KasL  Bridgewater  unite  and  furm 
a  company  for  nine  months'  service,  also  "  that  the 
whole  town  attend  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing next,  at  Agricultural  Hall,  Bridgewater,  to 
encourage  recruiting."  Another  meeting  for  a  sim- 
ilar puipo-se  was  held  September  2d,  and  to  create  a 
volunteer  fund. 

Nov.  !!,  1863,  tlie  selectmen  were  directed  to  pay 
State  aid  to  the  families  of  drafted  men. 

March  14,  1864,  it  was  voted  to  raise  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  by  taxation,  to  refund  money  paid  by 
citizens  to  encourage  enlistments;  also,  five  hundred 
dollars  to  pay  bounties  to  re-enlisted  veterans. 

It  was  also  voted  to  pay  a  bounty  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  to  men  who  "  enlisted  and  were 


credited  to  the  quota  of  West  Bridgewater,  and  had 
received  no  bounty." 

July  29th,  it  was  voted  to  borrow  twelve  hundred 
dollars,  and  four  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated 
to  repay  citizens  who  had  contributed  to  encuiiraue 
recruiting. 

May  29,  1865,  voted  to  raise  five  thou.sand  dullais 
to  reimburse  citizens  who  had  expended  their  money 
to  increase  bounties. 

West  Bridgewater  did  nobly  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  forwarded  about  two  hundred  and 
nine, — a  surplus  of  eleven.  Four  were  commibsioned 
officers. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  expended  by  the 
town,  exclusive  of  State  aid,  was  twenty-one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  amount  of  money  paid  for  State  aid  by  the 
town  during  the  war  to  the  families  of  vcjluiiteers, 
and  repaid  by  the  State,  was  as  follows:  In  1861, 
8719.04;  in  1862,  $2706.63;  in  1863,  S3453.8S ; 
in  1864,  $3316.62;  in  1865,  $1500.  Total  amount, 
$11,691.17. 

Military  Record.' — Names  of  men  in  the  military 
service  and  seamen  in  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  during  the  Rebellion  : 

A Ijjer,  Charles  F.,enl.  September,  1861,  Co.  K,  22d  Kcj;t.  Mass. ; 

Corp.  ;  pro.  to  sergt. 
Alger,  Frank,  enl.  August,  1862,  Co.  I,  40th  Uc^t.  Mass. 
Alger,  William  0.,  enl.  August,  1802,  Co.  I,  40th  Uegt.  Mass. 
Alger,  Myron  E.,  enl.  May,  1861,  Co.  C,  2ytli  Kcgt.  Mass. 
Brainard,  David  H.,  enl.  August,  1S02,  Co.  I,  4UUi  Uegt.  Mass. 
Bartlett,  Samuel  D.,  enl.  August,  1802,  Co.  I,  40tb  Uegt.  Maes. 
Bales,  Isaac  H.,  enl.  August,  1862,  Co.  C,  2ytb  Uegt.  Mass. 
Colwell,  Edgar  S.,  enl.  August,  1802,  Co.  I,  4Uth  Uegt.  .Mass. 
Curtis,  James  F.,  enl.  August,  1802,  Co.  I,  4Utli  Uegt.  Mas=. 
Callahan,  Timothy,  enl.  August,  1861,  Co.  E,  lyili  Uegt.  Mass. 
Callahau,  Dennis,  enl.  August,  1861,  Co,  E,  19th  Uegt.  .Maj.s. 
Cunningham,  Patrick,  enl.  May,  1S6I,  Co.  K,  Uth  Uegt.  Mass. 
Cunningham,  Uoger,  enl.  May,  1861,  Co,  IC,  29th  Uegt.  Mass. 
Cooper,  James  F.,  enl.  May,  1861,  Co.  C,  29th  Uegt.  .Mats. 
Churchill,  Rodney,  enl.  May,   1801,  Co.  C,  29th   Uegt.  Mass.  ; 

diseh, 
Dunbar,  Lucius  E.,  enl.  August,  1802,  Co,  I,  40tb  Regl,  .Mass, 
Dunbar,  Horace  P.,  enl.  August,  1802,  Co,  I,  40tb  Uegt.  Mass, 
Dunbar,  John  B.,  enl.  May,  1361,  Co.  II,  2d  Kcgt.  .Mass. ;   died 

November,  1861, 
Donovan,  Patrick,  enl.  May,  1861,  Co.  B,  12th  Uegt.  Ma.ss. 
Doyle,  Perley  A.,  enl.  May,  1861,  Co,  E,  llth  Uegt.  Mass. 
Dewyre,  William,  enl.  February,  1362,  Maine  Battery. 
Eddy,  Curtis,  Co.  C,  29th  Rogt.  Mass. 

Eldridge,  Charles  U,,  enl,  June,  1801,  Co.  H,  7tb  Uegt.  .Ma^s, 
Fadden,  James,  enl.  April,  1301,  Co,  II,  7th  Regt.  Muss. 
Fisher,  George  W.,  enl.  .May,  1801,  Co.  C,  29th  Uegt.  Mass. 
Fisher,  Timothy  W,,  enl,  October,  1801,  Co.  C,  29th  Uegt,  M.i.-s, 
Fish,  Gilmore,  enl.  July,  1801,  Co.  K,  18th  Uegt.  .Mats. 
Folsom,  Henry  M.,  enl.  May,  1801,  Co.  C,  29tli  Uegt.  Mass. 
Gallagher,  James  P.,  enl,  June,  1861,  Co.  0,  7th  Uegt.  Mass. 

>  Furniabed  by  Hon,  James  Howard, 
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GouM,  Siiiuuel  D.,  cni.  Sejiteuiber,  18fil,  Co.  K,  2Gtli  llegt.  Mass. 
Gould,  Jobn,  enl.  September,  ISGl,  Co.  K,  26tb  Re^'t.  Mass. 
Gorey,  Murk,  enl.  August,  IS6I,  Co.  E,  19lb  Uegt.  Maaa. 
Giimiuona,  Sanl'oril,  enl.  Co.  II,  7th  Regt.  Muss. 
Grillio,  John,  enl.  Co.  11,  7tli  Regt.  Mass. 
Guuiy,  Jolin,  enl.  March,  18iJ2,  Ciibot's  buttery. 
II.MvarJ,  Everett  1'.,  enl.  Murcb,  lSi;2,  Co.  11,  7th  Ucgt.  Ma^s. 
II. .Hard,  Nieholas  P.,  enl.  January,  1SC2,  Co.  B,  1st  Rcgt.  Mass. 
ILiyward,  Lyn.an  E.,  enl.  Oetober,  1801,  Co.  C,  2ljth  Regt.  Mass. 
II.jlbrooli,  Kills  R.,  enl.Se],tciuber,  ISfil,  Co.  C,  24th  Regt.  Mass. 
llayden,  Charles  II.,  enl.  May,  ISOl,  Co.  C,  2'Jth  Regt.  Mass. 
ILjliues,  John  A..,  enl.  May,  l.sOl,  Co.  C,  2'Jth  Regt.  Mass. 
Jo^selyn,  Caleb  II.,  enl.  Co.  I,  1st  Cav.;  must,  out  Out.  Ill,  IS61. 
Ja.Usou,  .\ndiew,  enl.  .\pril,  IS6I,  Co.  F,  12th  Regt.  Mass. 
Jaeobs,  Junics,  eul.  July,  IS(J2,  Co.  C,  2Uth  Uegt.  Mass. 
Jennings,  William   H.,  enl.  August,    1S(J2,    Co.    I,  -llltli    Regt. 

Mass. 
Kingniau,  Hector  0.,  enl.  Mareh,  1S62,  Co.  B,  12th  Regt.  Mass. 
Kane,  David,  eul.  July,  18li2,  Co.  F,  :!'Jth  Regt.  Mass. 
Li.wu,  John  W.,  enl.  June,  1801,  Co.  II,  7tb  Regt.  Muss. 
LinJsey,  Wesley  D.,  enl.  August,  1S62,  Co.  I,  4Uth  Regt.  Mass. 
Lothrop,    Franeis,    eul.    November,  1861,    Co.  K,  20tb  Regt. 

Mass. 
Leonard,  James  II.,  enl.  May,  ISOl,  Co.  C,  2ytb  Regt.  Mass. 
Leonard,   Nabum,   Jr.,   enl.  August,   1862,  Co.  I,   40th   Regt. 

Mass, ;  pro.  to  eapt. 
Lothrop,  Azel,  enl.  August,  1862,  Co.  I,  -10th  Regt.  Mass. 
Linnehau,  William  A.,  enl.  April,  1801,  Co.  K,  9th  Regt.  Muss. 
M.ir.-e,  George  II.,  enl.  May,  ISBl,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.  Mass. 
Morse,  Churles  T.,  enl.  August,  1802,  Co.  I,  40th  Regt.  Mass. 
Maaon,  Thomas,  enl.  August,  1S02,  Co.  E,  list  Regt.  Muss. 
Millett,  John  A.,  eul.  August,  1802,  Co.  I,  40th  Uegt.  Mass. 
McMurphy,  Miebael,  enl.  .\ugu.-,t,  1862;  not  assigned. 
Parker,  Charles  II.,  enl.  August,  1802,  Co.  I,  40tb  Regt.  Mass. 
I'aekard,  Edward  B.,  enl.  Slay,  ISOl,  Co.  C,  2'Jth  Regt.  Muss. 
I'aekard,  Franeis  S.,  enl.  Co.  II,  7th  Regt.  Mass. 
Perkins,  Andrew  W.,  enl.  .'Vugust,  1802,  Co.  I,  4Uth  Regt.  Muss. 
Qiiinley,  Henry,  enl.  Co.  II,  7th  Regt.  Mass. 
Kuhan,  Edward  F.,  eul.  May,  1801,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.  Muss. 
Rideout,  Luke,  enl.  Co.  K,  18tb  Regt.  Muss. 
Ripley,  Henry  W.,  enl.  Co.  I,  12th  Regt.  .Mass. 
(I'Ruuke,  Peter,  enl.  August,  ISOl,  Co.  E,  19th  Regt.  Mass. 
Stauloy,  William  J.,  enl.  July,  1802,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.  Mass. 
Sullivan,  Jeremiah,  enl.  21th  Regt.  Mass. 
Thompson,  Thomas,  enl.  2d  Regt.  Mass. 

Tinkhaui,  David  W.,  enl.  August,  1802,  Co.  I,  40th  Regt.  Mass. 
Turner,  Charles  II.,  enl.  May,  1861,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.  Mass. 
Thayer,  Iliruui,  enl.  September,  1801,  Co.  K,  1st  Cuv.  Mass. 
Tueker,  Roseoe,  enl.  Oelober,  1801,  Co.  I,  let  Cav.  Mass. 
\Veleh,  William,  enl.  Co.  K,  1st  Cav.  Muss. 
White,  James  E.,  enl.  May,  1801,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.  Mass. 
White,    Herbert  0.,  eul.  September,    1801,  Co.  C,  29th    Regt. 

Mass. 
Williams,  Cyrus  L.,  eul.   December,    1861,  Co.  C,  29th    Regt. 

Mass. 
Williams,  Perez,  enl.  August,  1302,  Co.  I,  40tb  Regt.  Mass. 
Williams,  Edward,  enl.  May,  ISOl,  Co.  C,  29th  Regt.  Muss. 
Wilhiugtoo,  Elijah,  enl.  Co.  F,  7th  Regt.  Mass. 
Wiihington,  llenry,  enl.  Co.  B,  7th  Regt.  Muss. 
Kelliher,  John,  enl.  July,  ISOl,  Co.  F,  2Uth  Regt.  Mass. 
Churchill,  Charles  E.,  enl.  December,  1803,  Co.   D,   6»th   Regt. 

Mass. 
Iluyward,  Linus   E.,   eul.   December,  1803,  Co.  D,  58th    Regt. 

Muss, 
lluwurd,  Eustace,  enl.  December,  1803,  Co.  D,  68th  Regt.  Mass. 
Hall,  Josius,  eul.  December,  1863,  Co.  D,  58th  Regt.  Muss. 


Burtlett,    Horace,    enl.     December,    1863,    Co.    D,    58tb    Regt. 

Mass. 
Fobes,  Charles    E.,  enl.    December,   1803,  Co.    D,  oSth   Regt. 

Mass. 
Colwell,  John  Edward,  enl.  December,  1S03,  Co.  D,  :8th  Regt. 

Mass. 
Howard,   Sowall    P.,  enl.   Deeemher,    1803,   Ci.  D,  jsth   Regt. 

Mass. 
Jones,  Leonard,  enl.  December,  1503,  Co.  D,  oSth  Regt.  Mass. 
Jones,  Charles  L.,  enl.  December,  1S03,  Co.  D,  oSth  Regt.  Mass. 
Gray,  .-Vlonzo  C,  enl.  December,  1863,  Co.  D,  J8tli  Regt.  Mass. 
Packard,  Emory,  enl.  December,  1S03,  Co.  D,  jSth  Regt.  Mass. 
Cusliing,   Frederick,  enl.   Deccuiber,  1803,  C.>.  D,  58th   Regt. 

Mass. 
Dunbar,  George,  enl.  1804. 
Bartlelt,  Ansel  T.,  enl.  1504. 
Lothrop,  Waldo  P.,  enl.  1864. 
Asliport,  Lemuel  A.  (colored),  enl.  1S04. 
Talbot,  Jacob  (colored),  enl.  1804. 
CoOin,  Alvin  R.,  eul.  1S64  ;  must.  2d  Regt.  Mass. 
Pasco,  Juines  M.,  enl.  1804. 
Lumbert,  Richard  C,  enl.  1864. 
Dorgan,  Patrick,  enl.  1804. 
Slorey,  AVilliam  L.,  enl.  1804. 
Sbipinun,  John,  enl.  September,   1S02;    wounded  and  disch. ; 

enl.  again  February,  1804. 
Whitman,  Joseph   M.,  enl.   1802,  9    nionilis,  Co.   K,  3J   Regt. 

Muss. 
Kane,   John,    enl.    March,    1863,   9    muuths,  Co.   K,   3d  Regt. 

Mass. 
Aldeo,  Lucius  F.,  enl.  September,   1S62,  9  months,  Co.  K,  3d 

Regt.  Mass. 
Bartlett,  Ezekiel  R.,  enl.  September,  1802,  9  months,  Co.  K,  3d 

Regt.  Mass. 
Caldwell,  Melvin,  enl.  September,   1802,  9   monilis,  Co.  K,  3d 

Regt.  SIuss. 
Colwell,  Churles  II.,  enl.  September,  1302,  9  months,  Co.  K,  3d 

Regt.  Mass. 
Colwell,   George,   enl.  September,    1S02,  9   months,   Co.   K,   3d 

Regt.  Mass. 
Copelaud,    Jobn,  enl.  September,   1862,  9  months,  Co.   K,  3d 

Regt.  Mass. 
Copeland,  Ezra  S.,  enl.  September,  1802,  9  months,  Co.  K,  '-'A 

Regt.  Mass. 
Freeman,  Josephua  L.,  enl.  September,  1862,  9  mouths,  Co.  K, 

3d  Regt.  Masa. 
French,  Albert  W.,  enl.  September,  1802,  9   mouths,  Co.  K,  3d 

Regt.  .Mass. 
French,  George  11.,  enl.  September,  1862,  9   uionths,  Co.  K,  3d 

Regt.  .Mass. 
Fryes,  James,  enl.  September,  1S62,  9  months,  Co.  K,  3d  Regt. 

Masa. 
Hancock,  Elijah,  enl.  September,  1662,  9  uionths,  Co.   Iv,  3d 

Regt.  Ma.ss. 
Mitchell,  llenry  M.,  eul.  September,  1802,  9  months,  Co.  K,  3d 

Regt.  Muss. 
O'Neil,  John,  enl.  September,  1S62,  9  months,  Co.  K,  3d  Regt. 

Mass. 
Packard,  Bradford,  enl.  September,   1862,  9   monllis,  Co.  K,  3d 

Regt.  Mass, 
Ripley,  Thomas  P.,  enl.  September,   1802,  9  months,  Co.  K,  3d 

Regt.  Masa. 
Shaw,  Asa  F.,  enl.  September,  1862. 
Shuw,  George  T. 
Washburn,  SeldoQ  M. 
Buckman,  Hiram  H.,  enl.  Co.  C,  29tli  Regt. 
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SEAMEN    IN  NAVAL   SERVICE. 
UotTard,  George  B.,  eal.  August,  1S61,  gunboat  *' Getusbok." 
Stevenson.  Horace,  enl.  October,  1S61,  gunboat  "Minnesota." 
Hyau,  Juiiies,  enl.  June,  1S6I,  frigate  "  Potomao." 
Withington,  George,  enl.  frigate  "  Colorado." 
Daggett,  Tboinad,  enl.  gunboat  "  Penobscot.** 
Burguine,  EiimuDd. 

Soldiers'  Monument. — Soon  after  the  close  of  the 
war  a  movement  was  started  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  suitable  meiuoiial  in  honor  of  those  citizen.s  who 
had  liillen  in  that  struggle,  and  on  Nov.  7,  1865,  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  was  called  to  consider  the 
feasibility  of  forming  a  monument  association.  The 
association  was  organized  Dec.  4,  1865,  with  the  fol- 
lowing officers :  President,  Pardon  Copeland  ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Caleb  Copeland,  Jr.,  Shepherd  L.  Pratt, 
Nahum  Snell,  Francis  E.  Howard,  George  D.  Ryder ; 
Secretary,  George  Copeland ;  Treasurer,  Benjamin 
Howard. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  subscription 
papers  were  circulated  throughout  the  town,  and 
March  3,  186G,  $1215.50  had  been  raised.  This  was 
subsequently  enlarged  by  a  gift  of  $100  from  Mr. 
George  D.  Ryder,  also  $100  from  Otis  Drury,  and 
$50  Iruni  Azel  Howard,  and  Dec.  31,  1866,  the  fund 
amounted  to  $2040.  For  more  than  ten  years  the 
project  slumbered,  the  fund,  however,  remaining  on 
interest,  and  Nov.  28,  1877,  amounted  to  $3364.46. 
Active  steps  were  then  taken  toward  the  consumma- 
tion of  the  pruject,  and  a  contract  was  closed  for  the 
construction  of  the  monument  with  Messrs.  Thomas 
&  Owens,  of  Quincy. 

The  monument  ia  a  beautiful  piece  of  work,  thirty- 
five  feet  high,  weighs  seventy  tons,  and  cost  nearly 
thirty-five  hundred  dollars.  The  bottom-base,  plat- 
form, second  base,  die,  and  cap  are  of  Quincy  granite, 
the  remainder  being  granite  from  Clark's  Island,  Me. 
The  bottom-base  is  a  large  stone  seven  feet  by  two  feet 
six  inches  high. 

The  second  base  is  five  feet  six  inches  square,  by 
two  feet  and  one  inch  in  height,  and  is  neatly  molded. 
Upon  it  rests  a  polished  die  inscribed,  on  the  north 
face,  as  follows : 

"  Erected 

by  the 

Citizens  of  This  TovTn 

In  memory  of 

Her  Sons  Who  Lost  Their  Lives 

Utifending  the  Government 

During  the 

War  of  1861-65. 

Let  Us  Have  Peace. 
1879." 

Upon  the  east  side  are  cut  the  following  names : 
Capt.  John  Ripley,  Myron  E.  Algicr,  Timothy  Calla- 


han, Edgar  E.  Colwell.  George  Colwell,  Melvin  Col- 
well,  Martin  Cunningham,  William  Dewyre,  John  B. 
Dunbar,  Henry  M.  Folsom,  John  B.  Gould,  Charles 
H.  Hayden,  Lyman  E.  Hayward,  Eustace  Howard, 
Nicholas  P.  Howard. 

West  face:  Leonard  Jones,  Hector  0.  Kingman, 
Wesley  D.  Lindsey,  Francis  Lothrop,  Michael  Me- 
Murphy,  John  Mullen,  Charles  H.  Parker,  James 
M.  Pasco,  Henry  Quinley,  Asa  F.  Shaw,  James  M. 
Stetson,  Roscoe  Tucker,  Charles  H.  Turner,  Elijah 
Withington,  James  E.  Jacobs. 

South  side:  Alvan  R.  Coffin. 

Above  the  die  is  a  handsomely-molded  cap,  upon 
which  rests  the  plinth.  The  front  of  the  plinth 
bears  a  cannon  cut  in  relief,  draped  with  a  flag ;  the 
east  side,  an  anchor  and  coil  of  rope  ;  the  west,  crossed 
swords  and  a  rifle  ;  the  south,  a  circular  laurel  wreath. 
The  column-base,  column,  and  cap  rest  upon  the 
plinth,  and  are  handsomely  polished  and  fluted.  Sur- 
mounting the  whole  is  an  eagle  with  unfolded  wings, 
grasping  in  its  talons  a  shield.  The  entire  monu- 
ment is  beautiful  in  design,  and  the  citizens  of  West 
Bridgewater  may  justly  feel  proud  of  this  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  their  gallant  sons  who  lost  their  lives 
in  the  defense  of  their  country. 

The  monument  was  dedicated  July  4,  1879,  with 
appropriate  ceremonies.  It  was  presented  to  the 
town  by  Mr.  Francis  E.  Howard  in  behalf  of  the 
association,  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Henry  Copeland, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen.  Mr.  Howard, 
iu  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said, — 

*'  1  hardly  need  rewind  you  that  this  is  sacred  ground.  On 
or  near  this  spot  was  erected,  if  not  tlie  tirat,  cert:iinly  the  sec- 
ond and  third  meeting-houses.  Here  for  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-live  years  the  people  of  the  ancient  town  of 
Bridgewater  (which  then  included  the  now  cntcrpiisiiig  towns 
of  Brockton,  Bridgewater,  East  Bridgewater,  and  West  Bridge- 
water)  were  wont  to  assemble  to  worship  their  Maker  according 
to  tlte  dictates  of  their  consciences  and  the  beauty  of  holiness. 
llere  for  ninety  years  the  town-meetings  were  held.  From  this 
spot  to  the  tent,  where  we  are  soon  to  assemble  to  continue  these 
exercises,  the  legal  voters  of  this  ancient  town  were  accustomed 
to  meet  and  array  themselves  on  either  side  of  the  street  lo  de- 
cide important  questions  which  then  agitated  the  public  mind, 
the  house  being  insulficient  to  accommodate  them  ;  arul  to-day, 
after  a  lapse  of  two  hundred  and  Gve  years  from  the  time  the 
second  bouse  of  public  worship  was  here  erected  (the  lirst  one 
of  which  we  have  any  reliable  knowledge),  we  come  to  conse- 
crate this  ground  anew.  This  monument,  with  the  names  and 
inscriptions  thereon,  will  remind  us  and  those  who  come  alter 
us  uf  that  dark  and  fearful  event  in  our  nation's  history  known 
as  the  Rebellion,  and  will  perpetuate  the  names  of  those  of  our 
suns  who  sacrificed  their  lives  in  not  only  defending  our  coun- 
try as  a  whole,  but  in  sustaining  our  government  that  wc  might 
have  peace,  without  which  no  nation  can  be  truly  prosperous." 

The  officers  of  the  association  at  the  time  of  the 
dedication  of  the  monument  were :  President,  Francis 
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E.  Howard ;  Viee-Piesideiits,  George  Wilbur  and  i 
Edward  Ti^idale ;  Secretary,  W.  U.  JeiaiiDgs;  Treas-  I 
urer,  Benjamin  Howard.  i 

At  wliat  is  called  the  Centre  is  located  the  old  I 
church,  soldiers'  luoiiuiuciit,  and  Howard  Collegiate  i 
In^titute. 

Cochesett  is  a  small  hamlet  with  two  churches — 
Methodiat  and  Baptiat — and  several  manufactories.       ' 

What  is  known  as  the  A!'.:ier  district,  or  Madagas- 
car, as  it  is  sometimes  called,  is  the  southwestern 
part.  Here  is  located  the  irou-fuundry  of  James  Otis 
Algier. 

J-^rusalem  is  the  local  name  to  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  town. 
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TUE    HOWARD   FAMILY. 

The  name  of  Howard  is  another  form  of  Harvard 
or  Hereward,and  is  identified  with  the  most  brilliant 
achievements  in  various  departments  of  knightly  and 
honorable  service  in  England,  and  is  one  of  the 
proudest  families  in  that  fair  land.  We  extract  the 
following  early  transatlantic  history  of  the  family 
from  Burke's  "  Heraldic  Register,"  an  English  work 
Valuable  for  its  learning,  research,  and  accuracy,  and 
standard  authority  in  family  history. 

"  Howard,  Duke  of  Norfolk. — The  illustrious 
House  of  Norfolk  derives  in  the  male  line  from  Wil- 
liam Howard,  '  a  learned  and  reverend  judge,'  of  the 
reiun  of  Edward  I  ,  and  with  him  the  authentic 
pedigree  commences.  Dugdale  sought  in  vain  amid 
the  mists  of  remote  ages  for  a  clue  to  the  family's 
earlier  origin.  The  alliance  of  the  judge's  descend- 
ant, Sir  Robert  Howard,  knight,  with  Margaret,  elder 
daughter  of  Thomas  de  Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk, 
was  the  source  whence  flowed  to  after  generations 
•  all  the  blood  of  all  the  Howards.'  Margaret  de 
Mowbray  was  great  granddaughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Plantagenct,  surnamed  De  Brothcrton,  eldest 
son  of  King  Edward  I.,  by  Margaret,  his  second 
wife,  daughter  of  Philip  the  Hardy  of  France.  This 
great  alliance  may  be  regarded  as  the  foundation- 
stone  on  which  was  erected  the  subsequent  grandeur 
of  the  House  of  Norfolk;  but  the .  brilliant  halo 
which  encircles  tlie  coronet  of  the  Howards  owes  its 
splendor  to  the  heroic  achievements  of  the  successive 
chiefs,  on  whom  its  honors  devolved.  John  Howard, 
duke  of  Norfolk,  fell  at.  Bosworth,  manfully  adhering 
to  Richard  III. ;  his  son,  the  earl  of  Surrey,  was  the 


hero  of  Flodden,  and   the  latter's  grandson  is  ever 
memorable  as  the  first  poet  of  his  age, — 

'•The  gentle  Surrey  loved  bid  lyre; 

WLo  bad  not  be:ird  ut'  Surrey's  fame!' 
Hid  was  the  hero's  soul  uf  lire, 

And  hid  tlie  bard'd  immuitul  nanic. 

"  In  more  recent  times  the  hereditary  gallantry  of 
the  race  continued  to  shine  conspicuously  forth,  and 
to  a  Howard  was  reserved  the  honor  of  overthrowing 
the  mighty  power  of  Spain,  and  cru^lling  the  '  in- 
vincible' Armada.  In  point  of  mere  anti(|uity  there 
are  several  nobles  who  far  exceed  the  llowanls  ;  but 
what  family  pervades  all  our  national  annals  with  such 
frequent  mention,  and  often  involved  in  circumstances 
of  such  intense  interest.  As  heroes,  poets,  politicians, 
courtiers,  patrons  of  literature,  Slate  victims  to  tyranny 
and  feudal  chiefs,  they  have  been  constantly  before 
us  for  four  centuries.  "  In  the  drama  of  life,'  says  an 
elo((uent  writer,  '  they  have  exhibited  every  variety 
of  character,  good  and  bad  ;  and  a  tale  of  tlieir  vices, 
as  well  as  of  their  virtues,  is  full  of  instruction,  and 
would  excite  anxious  sympathy  or  indignant  censure. 
No  story  of  romance  or  tragic  drama  can  exhibit 
more  incidents  to  enhance  attention  or  move  the  heart 
than  would  a  comprehensive  account  of  this  huuse, 
written  with  eloquence  and  pathos.'  On  tlieir  es- 
cutcheon is  the  motto  '  Sola  vir/us  invicla.'  " 

John  Howard,  the  first  American  ancestor  of  the 
Howards  in  Plymouth  County,  came  from  Englaiiil 
and  settled  in  Duxbury  prior  to  1G4.>.  He  came  to 
West  Bridgewater  in  1651,  and  was  one  of  its  pro- 
prietors and  original  settlers.  He  took  i\u'.  oath  of 
fidelity  here  in  1G57  ;  was  one  of  the  fir>t  military 
officers  in  Bridgewater,  and  died  in  1701).  II is  de- 
scendants still  own  and  live  on  the  place  where  he 
first  settled;  he  always  wrote  his  name  Ilaward,  and 
so  did  his  descendants  till  after  1700,  and  the  early 
town  records  are  conformable  to  this  spelling  ;  but  lor 
the  last  century  it  has  invariably  been  written  Howard. 
His  children  were  John,  James,  Jonathan,  Elizabeth, 
Sarah,  Bethiah,  Ephraim. 

He  kept  the  first  "  ordinary"  or  public-house  in  the 
town,  and  was  a  man  of  great  streiiiith  of  character, 
po.ssessing  much  intiuencc  in  the  colony.  None  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Bridgewater  has  left  more  taii^lLle 
results  of  Iiis  existence,  nor  more  descendants  ;  and  if 
he  were  permitted  to  visit  the  scenes  among  whieh  his 
mature  life  was  passed  he  would  find  nothing  in  the 
conduct,  character,  or  worth  of  many  of  those  who 
have  borne  his  name  for  two  centuries,  that  the  grand 
old  Puritan  would  severely  criticise,  and  much  in 
which  he  could  take  just  pride. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Beal  Howard,  son  of  Col.  Ed- 
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ward  and  Abigail  Howard,  was  born  on  the  ancestral  j 
home,  iu  Bridgewater  (now  West  Bridgewater),  Mass., 
Marcli  2,  1788.  The  line  of  descent  is  John  ',  John', 
Maj.  Edward'',  Col.  Edward*,  Beojamin  B.'  Passing 
his  early  life  as  a  farmer,  he  diligently  availed  him- 
self of  the  educational  advantages  of  the  district 
schools  of  that  day,  and  was  the  fifth  generation  of 
the  family  to  own  and  occupy  the  land  on  which  his 
great-gieat-grandfatlier  had  established  his  inn.  He 
was  its  last  landlord,  lor  the  necessity  for  its  existence 
ceased  with  the  advent  of  railroads,  and  the  old  house 
was  destroyed  in  1838.  Each  of  his  ancestors  were 
con^p^cuous  in  the  local  and  military  affairs  of  the 
town,  and  filled  their  part  well,  and  Benjamin  was  a 
true  descendant  of  that  Puritan  stock.  He  was  cap- 
tain of  a  company  of  militia,  but  not  called  into 
active  service.  He  was  a  successful  farmer,  and 
prominent  in  his  native  town  as  a  business  man,  and 
held  various  responsible  positions,  but  for  his  active 
and  vigorous  nature  the  (|uiet  life  of  a  farmer  did  not 
aSbrd  sulBcient  scope,  and,  about  1837,  he  removed 
his  business  to  New  Bedford,  where  he  became  largely 
connected  with  whaling,  owning  an  interest  in,  and 
acting  as  agent  for,  numerous  vessels  fitted  out  for 
the  whaling  industry  in  the  Indian  and  Pacific  Oceans. 
He  was  prospered,  and  amassed  wealth.  He  kept  his 
real  estate  in  West  Bridgewater  until  1860,  when  he 
sold  it  to  his  sou,  Francis  E.,  and  always  claimed  the 
right  of  suffrage  here,  although  residing  at  New  Bed- 
ford during  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life,  and  dying 
there  April  3,  1867.  He  was  a  director  of  several 
important  corporations  of  New  Bedford,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  president  of  the  New  Bedford 
Flouring  Mills.  In  the  numerous  railroad  and  manu- 
facturing enterprises  in  which  he  was  so  largely  in- 
terested for  the  few  years  previous  to  his  death,  his 
buisnes.s  ability  was  greatly  appreciated  and  his  cool, 
dispassionate  judgment  often  sought. 

He  was  four  times  married.  First,  in  1810,  to 
Olive,  daughter  of  Gamaliel  and  Olive  Howard. 
Their  children  were  Lucy  (Mrs.  Thomas  Ames), 
Azel,  Benjamin,  Edward,  and  Francis  E.  Mrs. 
Olive  Howard  died  in  January,  1826,  and  Capt. 
Howard  married,  in  1827,  Susan  Mitchell.  Their 
children  were  Susan  E.  and  Olivia  (Mrs.  Dana  B. 
Humphrey).  His  third  wife  was  Mrs.  Jane  B.  Tay- 
lor, of  New  Bedford,  and  his  fourth,  Mrs.  Harriet 
M.,'  widow  of  John  E.  Howard,  Esq.,  of  West 
Bridgewater,  who  survives  him.  Capt.  Howard  was 
a  remarkable  man.  He  was  simple  in  his  tastes,  of 
great  force  of  character,  strong  and  resolute  will,  in- 
domitable energy,  and  firmly  fixed  in  his  opinions, 
and  did  not  willingly  brook  opposition.     In  his  likes 


and  dislikes  he  was  equally  decided,  but  his  judgments 
were  based  upon  what  he  considered  the  real  worth 
of  any  one,  without  reference  to  his  statiou  or  con- 
dition. He  was  a  Unitarian  in  his  religious  con- 
victions. He  used  few  words,  but  these  expressed 
much.  In  business  he  exhibited  sagacity,  a  brcadtli 
of  view,  a  watchful  regard  to  dctail.-i,  and  an  un- 
swerving fidelity  to  every  engagement.  Ho  had  no 
confidants,  kept  his  affairs  wholly  to  himself,  and  his 
son  says  that  he  has  often  heard  him  say  that  no  loss 
of  property  he  ever  met  with,  however  heavy  (once 
he  lost  twenty  thousand  dollai-s  in  one  day  by  fire, 
uninsured),  caused  him  to  lose  one  hour's  sleep.  He 
was  a  zealous  friend,  a  vigorou.s  enemy.  He  was 
prompt  in  decision,  resolute  in  action,  fearless,  inde- 
pendent, and  outspoken  in  his  views  on  all  subjects, 
and  cared  not  whether  the  community  agreed  or  dis- 
agreed with  him.  One  or  two  anecdotes  will  show 
some  characteristic  traits.  In  1846,  just  before  the 
building  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  from  Boston  to 
Fall  River,  there  was  a  diversity  of  opinion  regard- 
ing its  route  through  this  immediate  section.  Capt. 
Howard  strongly  favored  a  direct  line  from  Campello 
to  Bridgewater.  This  would  have  brought  it  near 
the  centre  of  West  Bridgewater.  East  Bridgewater 
wished  to  secure  a  route  through  their  town.  The 
railroad  corporation  compromised  the  matter  by  lo- 
cating the  road  in  its  present  line,  and  saw  its  error 
when  too  late  to  rectify  it  without  an  enormous  ex- 
penditure. The  wear  and  tear  of  engines,  cars,  and 
road-bed  on  the  curves,  which  would  have  been 
avoided  by.  a  direct  line,  amounts  to  a  large  sum  an- 
nually. Corporations,  like  men,  are  sometimes  too 
narrow-minded  for  their  pecuniary  interests,  and  this 
one  man,  Capt.  Howard,  had  better  vision  than  the 
corporation.  Once,  while  serving  on  a  jury,  Capt. 
Howard  found  himself,  with  one  other,  opposed  to 
the  ten  remaining  jurymen.  The  other  man  at  lajt 
agreed  with  the  ten,  and  although  Capt.  Howard 
could  not  see  the  justice  of  their  opinion,  and  gave 
his  reasons,  he  did  not  stand  out,  and  the  verdict  was 
rendered  in  accordance  with  their  ideas.  Some  time 
after,  possibly  years,  one  of  the  ten  jurymen  met  him, 
and,  recalling  the  matter,  said  that  the  results  had 
fully  justified  Capt.  Howard's  opinion  wiicn  on  the 
jury.  Another  instance  where  his  shrewdness  quieted 
an  agitation  of  great  proportions  in  the  town  will  be 
in  place  here.  About  1850  the  town  was  much  ex- 
cited and  divided  over  a  place  to  hold  town-meetings, 
which  had  previously  been  held  in  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church.  The  parish  had  just  repaired  and 
refitted  the  church,  making  a  vestry,  and  asked  an  in- 
creased compensation  for  its  use.    The  townsmen  out- 
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side  the  parisli  refused  to  acree  to  pay  the  price. 
Capt.  Howard  belonged  to  the  parish  and  advocated 
the  payment.  The  town  seemed  arrayed  against  liie 
parish,  and  the  strife  waxed  hot.  After  several  town- 
meelin-is  in  which  nothing  was  accomplished,  another 
was  called  and  Capt.  Howard,  the  heaviest  taxpayer, 
arose  and  proposed  the  building  of  a  very  expensive 
town  liall  with  marble  steps.  As  this  would  largely 
increase  the  tax  the  people  at  once  settled  the  matter 
by  hiring  the  vestry,  where  the  town-meetings  have 
since  been  held. 

Capt.    Howard  was,  as  before  mentioned,  very  reti- 
cent,  and   when   in   his  will  were  found  bequests  for 
the  benefit  of  his  town,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and    two   thousand   dollars,  it  was   evident   that   his 
mind  had,  for  a  long  time,  been   fixed  upon  this,  for 
ouce  on  the  death  of  a  friend  and  neighbor,  he  re- 
marked that  the  deceased  should  have  left  a  fund  fur 
a  school,  and  also  one  lor  the  benefit  of  the  religious 
society   upou   whose   services   he    had   been   so   long 
attendant,  and  it  is  interesting  to  uote  tiiat  both  of 
the   objects  to  which   he  thought  his  friend  should 
have  bequeathed  money  were  generously  remembered 
in   his  will,  yet  none  knew  what  lie  had  done  until 
after  his  death.     His  bequests  were  as  follows :  To 
the  town  of  West   Bridgewater  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars, the   income   of  which    is    to    be    used    for    the 
"  establishment  and  support  of  a  high  school  or  sem- 
inary of  learning,  to  be  called  the   Howard  School ;" 
twenty    thousand    dollars    to    the    First     Congrega- 
tional Society  of  this  town,  to  be  called  the  Howard 
Parochial   Fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  su|)port  of  Unitarian  or  liberal   preach- 
ing ;   two  thousand  dollars,   the  income   of  which  is 
to  be  applied  to  scientific  lectures  in   town,  provided 
there  be  an  annual  addition  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
otherwise    to    be   added    to    the   school   or   parochial 
fund. 

The  unpretentious  character  of  these  munificent 
gifts  was  in  keeping  with  the  whole  life  work  of 
Capt.  Howard.  No  sounding  of  trunqjcts  or  vaunt, 
ings  of  what  he  had  done  or  was  going  to  do  were 
ever  sent  abroad,  but  his  deeds  of  charity  were  done 
unostentatiously  and  generously.  His  memory  is  ' 
revcienced  and  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  a  grateful 
cumiuunity,  and  his  deeds  will  cause  other  souls 
through  many  years  to  emulate  his  noble  example, 
and  thus,  "although  dead,  he  yet  speaketh  ;"  and 
when  generation  after  generation  shall  have  passed 
away,  and  this  good  year  of  grace  have  become  one 
of  the  dates  of  antiquity,  may  there  not  be  wanting 
happy  voices  of  children  enjoying  liie  educational 
advantages  of  "  Howard  Collegiate  Institute,"  to  bless 


the  wise  and  fatherly  care  of  the  benefactor  who  was 
mindful  of  them  before  their  lives  began. 

Francis  E.  Howard,  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin  B. 
and  Olive  (Howard)  Howard,  was  horn  in  Wust 
Bridgewater,  on  the  old  Howard  homestead,  May  14, 
1825.  He  was  educated  at  the  town  schools  of  West 
Bridgewater  in  all  the  branches  of  a  thoriiUL;h  coui- 
mon-school  education.  He  became  a  farmer,  and  in 
1847  moved  to  his  present  residence,  then  owned  by 
his  father,  and  which  he  afterwards  purchased.  He 
married  Nov.  25,  1852,  Mary  K.,  daughter  of  Pliny 
and  Polly  (Kingman)  Hayward.  Their  only  child 
attaining  maturity  was  Edith  F.,  who  still  resides 
with  her  father.  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Howard  died  June 
2,  1857,  and  Oct.  5,  1858,  Mr.  Howard  married  his 
present  wife,  Elizabeth  B.,  daughter  of  Simeon  and 
Sibel  (Fobes)  Taylor. 

Formerly  a  Whig  in  politics,  Mr.  Howard  was  the 
first  man  in  his  town  to  put  his  name  to  a  paper  as 
an  adherent  of  the  Republican  part}-,  just  then  in 
formation.  This  was  in  1854,  and  nowhere  has  it 
had  a  more  fearless,  zealous,  or  intelligent  supporter. 
He  has  served  eight  years  on  the  sciiool  committee, 
six  years  as  selectman,  two  years  chairman  of  the 
board,  was  appointed  in  1870  United  States  assistant 
marshal  for  taking  the  census.  He  was  representa- 
tive from  West  Bridgewater  and  Brockton  to  the 
lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1882,  and  in 
all  of  his  official  relations  has  shown  himself  modest  and 
unassuming,  possessing  sound  common  sense,  ability, 
and  sterling  integrity.  He  has  watched  closely  the 
interests  of  his  constituents,  and  discharged  his 
duties  acceptably  to  his  town.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  First  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Church,  West 
Bridgewater,  was  its  treasurer  for  fifteen  years, 
and  for  thirteen  years  member  of  the  elective  com- 
mittee of  Plymouth  and  Bay  Unitarian  Conference. 

Mr.  Howard  is  descended  from  ancestors  possessing 
more  than  ordinary  power,  both  in  brain  and  muscle. 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  affirmed  that  man  was  what 
the  mother  makes  him,  yet  much  of  truth  as  there 
undoubtedly  is  in  that  statement,  it  does  not  express 
the  whole.  Bygone  generations  as  well  are  con- 
cerned iu  the  building  of  the  man.  Physical  pecu- 
liarities, characteristic  traits,  and  mental  tendencies 
have  been  transmitted  to  him  by  his  ancestors.  The 
noble  and  godly  fathers  of  Plymouth  Colony  believed 
that  iu  improving  their  own  intellectual  powers,  and 
elevating  their  own  moral  nature  by  watchful  self- 
di.scipline,  they  were  not  merely  benefiting  themselves, 
but  improving  the  mental  and  moral  constitution  wliieli 
their  descendants  for  generations  should  receive  from 
them.     This  sublime  faith  was  founded  in  fact,  and 
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3Ir.  Howard,  although  an  opulent  New  England 
farmer,  is  not  an  exception  to  the  rule.  The  energy 
of  past  generations  is  his  also.  William  CuUen  Bry- 
ant as.serted  that  he  received  the  gift  of  poetry  from 
his  great-grandfather.  Dr.  Abiel  Howard  (u  West 
Bridgewater  Howard  and  kinsman  of  Francis  E.). 
This  gift  was  also  possessed  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  a 
Howard  on  the  otlier  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Another 
noted  Howard  was  John  Howard,  the  philanthropist, 
whose  name  excites  admiration  and  reverence  through- 
out Christendom.  The  family  is  bold,  aggressive, 
out-spokcu  everywhere.  So  Mr.  Howard  is  not 
merely  a  furmer.  He  reads,  travels,  studies,  and 
thinks.  He  is  an  intense  radical  in  support  of  every- 
thing tending  to  improve,  develop,  and  advance  the 
best  elements  of  society.  Ho  is  in  favor  of  higher 
education,  and  as  treasurer  of  Howard  Collegiate  In- 
stitute ably  assists  in  carrying  out  the  munificent 
educational  plan  of  his  father.  Frank  and  courteous 
in  his  intercourse  with  all,  and  as  honest  as  the  day 
is  long,  he  is  one  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  know.  He 
holds  advanced  opinions  on  all  subjects,  and  supports 
them  ably  and  pungeutly  by  voice  and  pen.  He 
would  have  tilled  a  pulpit  with  ability,  had  circum- 
stances drawn  him  in  that  direction,  for  he  is  a  born 
theologian,  and  many  of  his  newspaper  articles  are 
well-written  sermons.  In  the  various  fields  of  busi- 
ness, agriculture,  and  citizenship,  Mr.  Howard  is  ac- 
tive, sagacious,  and  progressive.  Enthusiastic  and 
generous,  positive  in  his  likes  and  dislikes,  a  strong 
friend,  a  kind  neighbor,  he  is  one  of  the  be.st  and 
most  useful  citizens  of  his  town  and  county,  and 
worthily  has  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  their  lead- 
ing men. 

Chakles  Edward  Howard,  son  of  Charles  and 
Betsey  (Wade)  Howard,  was  born  in  West  Bridge- 
water,  March  7,  1820,  and  was  a  lineal  descendant, 
in  the  sixth  generation,  from  John  Howard,  the  emi- 
grant. The  line  is  John',  John',  Maj.  Edward', 
Col.  Edward',  Charles^  Charles  E.«  His  father, 
Charles,  born  in  1790,  was  a  younger  brother  of 
Capt.  Benjamin  B.  Howard.  He  was  a  furmer,  and 
also  ran  a  shingle-mill  during  the  winter.  He  was 
an  active,  diligent  man,  enjoying  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  community.  He  died  in  February, 
1860,  aged  seventy  years.  His  children  were  Charles 
E.,  Henry,  William,  George,  and  Louisa  (Mrs.  Ho- 
ratio L.  Washburn). 

Charles  received  a  common-school  education.  He 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  worked  at  it  many 
years.  As  early  as  1855  his  attention  was  attracted 
towards  shoe  manufacturing  as  a  lucrative  business, 
and,  in   company   with    Horatio    L.   Washburn   (his 


brother-in-law),  and  Benjamin  Howard,  he  formed 
the  copartnerships  of  C.  E.  Howard  &  Co.  and  How- 
ard, Washburn  &  Co  ,  and  engaged  in  manufacturing 
in  West  Bridgewater.  After  continuing  four  years, 
the  firm  dissolved,  Mr.  Washburn  succeeding  to  and 
carrying  on  the  business  at  the  old  stand,  and  Mr. 
Howard  removing  to  the  east  part  of  the  town,  where 
he  began  manufacturing  alone,  and  was  very  success- 
ful. From  1859  until  his  death  he  kept  in  business 
either  alone  or  in  company  with  others,  part  uf  the 
time  carrying  on  two  shops,  and  employing  a  large 
number  of  men,  making  use  of  steam  power,  which 
he  was  the  first  to  introduce  in  this  section.  He 
traveled  extensively  through  the  South  and  West  fur 
the  development  of  his  trade,  which  his  efforts  and 
ability  largely  increased.  In  connection  with  his 
shoe  business,  during  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  he 
was  connected  with  Timothy  Reed,  of  East  Bridge- 
water,  in  manufacturing  Reed  &  Packard's  patent 
self-feeding  eyelet  machines. 

Mr.  Howard  married,  Oct.  25,  1843,  Nancy  J. 
Lothrop.  (The  Lothrops  are  of  English  ancestry, 
and  well  known  in  New  England  history.  The  name 
is  derived  from  the  parish  of  Lowthorpe,  in  the  East 
Riding  of  York.)  Their  children  were  Alinda  W. 
and  Eleanor  W.  Mr.  Howard  died  April  5,  1864, 
aged  forty- four  years.  By  his  early  death  the  town 
lost  one  of  its  ablest  business  men,  who  gave  fair 
promise  of  extended  usefulness.  Quick,  energetic, 
and  decisive,  it  did  not  take  him  long  to  gra:<p  the 
results  of  any  course  of  action,  and  he  was  largely 
successful  in  his  affairs.  He  was  generous  and  kind- 
hearted,  and  as  an  employer  was  loved  by  the  numer- 
ous persons  in  his  service.  He  interested  him.self  in 
their  welfare,  and  voluntarily  assisted  them  whenever 
it  was  possible  so  to  do.  Broad  and  liberal  in  his 
views,  he  was  a  Universalist  in  religious  faith,  and 
also  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He 
was  Whig  and  Republican  in  political  belief,  but,  al- 
though giving  freely  of  his  time  to  his  party,  and  fre- 
quently urged  by  his  friends,  could  never  be  induced 
to  take  official  positions.  His  business  demanded  his 
time,  and  he  would  not  leave  it.  His  character  iu 
many  ways  resembled  that  of  Abraham  Lincnlu, 
whom  he  was  said  by  some  to  personally  resumble. 
A  business  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  a  good 
citizen,  a  strong  friend,  a  loving  husband  and  lather, 
his  memory  is  strongly  and  tenderly  cherished  in  the 
hearts  of  many  who  prized  him  for  his  unostentatious 
worth. 

James  Howard,  son  of  Uriel  and  Lucy  (Coving- 
ton) Howard,  was  born  in  West  Bridgewater,  Sept. 
11,  1816,  iu  the  same  bouse  where  his  father  was 
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born  and  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a  descendant 
iu  the  sixth  generation  from  John  Howard,  the  emi- 
grant,— the  line  being  John',  Ephraim',  David  ^, 
Eliakiu)*,  Uriel',  Jaiues^  Kphraiui',  son  of  John \ 
luanicd  Mary,  daughter  of  Kev.  James  Keith,  who 
was  the  first  minister  in  Bridgewater,  and  possessed 
of  all  the  characteristics  of  his  Scotch  ancestry. 
"  Mary's  father  did  not  approve  of  the  match  ;  not- 
with.stauding  which  the  lovers  were  united.  The 
displeased  clergyman  preached  a  sermom,  appropriate 
to  the  occasion  and  to  his  feelings,  from  the  following 
text:  '  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols:  let  him  alone.' 
(Hos.  iv.  17.)  As  time  rolled  on,  Parson  Keith  be- 
came reconciled  to  his  son-in-law,  and  learned  to  love 
and  respect  him.  The  parson  then  preached  another 
.sermon,  and  took  for  his  text :  '  Is  Ephraim  my  dear 
son?  is  he  a  pleasant  child?  for  since  I  spake 
against  him,  I  do  earnestly  remember  him  still  ;  there- 
fore my  bowels  are  troubled  for  him  :  I  will  surely 
have  mercy  upon  him,  saith  the  Lord.'  (Jer.  xxxi. 
20.)"  The  children  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  (Keith) 
Howard  were  Jane,  Susanna,  Martha,  Ephraim, 
Daniel,  David,  Silence,  Mary.  Tliey  lived  near  where 
Horatio  Howard  now  (18S4)  resides.  David\  born 
1703,  married  Bethiah  Leonard,  of  Taunton,  and  had 
David,  Phebe,  Simeon,  Bethiah,  Eliitkiin,  Mary,  and 
Catherine.  Eliakim',  born  17i!0,  married  .Mary 
Howard,  and  built  the  house  where  his  grandson, 
James,  now  lives.  Eliakim  was  a  captain  of  militia, 
a  prominent  man  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  He  was 
town  clerk  and  treasurer  of  Old  Bridgewater  from 
1779  to  1822, — nearly  half  a  century.  When  the 
town  was  divided,  he  resigned  the  otEce  he  had  so 
worthily  held.  He  owned  the  site  now  occupied  by 
Oliver  Ames'  works,  and  had  a  grist-mill,  which  was 
on  the  same  spot  where  Deacon  Samuel  Edsou  erected 
the  first  mill  in  town.  He  was  also  a  farmer,  owning 
over  one  hundred  acres  of  laud.  He  was  a  quick, 
resolute,  and  active  man ;  short,  thick-set,  with  a 
sharp-toned  voice,  yet  social  and  kind-hearted,  posi- 
tive, and  of  unflinching  integrity.  He  died  Jan.  31, 
1827.  His  children  were  Silvia,  Eliakim,  Ke/.iah, 
Molly,  Simeou,  Martha,  Alpheus,  Susauna,  Sarah, 
John,  Urid.  Uriel",  born  Dec.  29,  1781,  married 
Lucy^  daughter  of  Thomas  Covington,  of  Plymouth, 
1815.  Their  children  were  James,  Lucy  (Mrs. 
Charles  A.  Duuham),  Isaac  (deceased),  Elmina 
(Mrs.  Edward  W.  Cobb),  and  Everett  F.,  who  lives 
in  Brockton.  Uriel,  in  early  life,  ran  a  carding  ma- 
chine, where  the  shovel-works  of  0.  Ames  &  Sons  is 
located.  His  health  being  impaired,  he  became  a 
farmer  in  later  life.  He  died  Jan.  4,  1870,  aged 
ui"hty-eight  years,  having  lived  to  a  greater  age  than 


many  strong  men  who  commenced  life  when  he  did. 
As  a  citizen  he  was  highly  respected  ;  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Church 
for  very  many  years,  and  his  life  was  eminently  peace- 
ful and  Christian. 

James*  was  educated  at  the  common  schools. 
After  leaving  school  he  began  teaching  in  the  tnwn 
of  Rochester,  Mass.,  and  continued  teaching  fur  eleven 
years,  soiue  part  of  the  year  a.s.sisting  his  fatliur  in  the 
farm-work  lUiring  the  summer.  He  mjiriud,  first, 
Aug.  18,  1844,  Sarah  Jane,  daughter  of  Ansel  and 
Mary  (Howard)  Alger,  of  I'.iston.  They  had  three 
children. — Albert  (married  Sarah  E.  Howard,  iivc^  in 
Greeley,  Col.,  and  has  three  children  ;  he  owns  and 
carries  on  a  milk-ranch,  from  which  he  supplies  most 
of  the  city  with  milk)  ;  Mary  L.  (marrieil  George 
W.  Allen,  of  East  Bridgewater  ;  they  have  two  chil- 
dren), and  Alice  Covington  (died,  aged  twenty). 
Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Howard  died  June  18,  1S5G.  Mr. 
Howard  married  second,  Feb.  0,  1857,  Frances  A., 
daughter  of  David  R.  Clarke,  of  New  Bo.>ton,  N.  H.  ; 
they  have  had  three  children, — Joseph  Clarke,  who 
attended  Bridgewater  Academy,  and  spent  three  years 
in  Amherst  Agricultural  College  ;  George  luimsey, 
died  iu  infancy  ;  and  William  James,  who  is  in 
Brockton,  studying  civil  engineering. 

Mr.  Howard  has  been  honored  with  m  loy  ullici.d 
positions.  He  was  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace 
iu  1SG4,  and  has  held  the  office  to  the  present  time  ; 
he  was  one  of  the  special  commissioners  of  the  couuty 
for  three  years.  He  was  town  clerk  fourteen  years, 
and  served  as  chairman  of  the  selectmen  eighteen 
years,  includiug  overseer  of  the  poor  and  assessor; 
he  has  also  been  treasurer  and  collector,  and  held 
minor  offices.  He  was  elected  to  represent  the  Sec- 
ond Senatorial  District  of  Plymouth  County  in  the 
State  Legislature  of  18G5  ;  held  the  (jffiee  of  United 
States  Deputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  .~ix 
years,  and  was  appointed  deputy  provost-marshal  in 
]8t)2,  and  served  during  the  war.  He  has  also  done 
much  business  in  drafting  deeds,  conveyances,  etc. 
He  has  been  agent  for  Abington  Mutual  I'ire  Insur- 
ance Company  and  Hingham  JIutual  Fire  lustiraiice 
Company.  In  political  sentiment  he  has  been  \Vliig, 
Freesoil,  and  Republican.  James  Howard  has  been 
fur  a  long  period  of  years  a  most  useful  citizen.  Pleas- 
ant and  gracious  in  his  ways,  he  is  a  kind  neighbor, 
liusband  aod  father.  A  firm  and  conscientious  otficial, 
he  has  acquired  by  long  and  faithful  services  the  strong- 
est confidence  of  his  townsmen.  Economical  and  pru- 
dent in  his  own  business,  he  has  carried  the  same 
qualities  into  his  public  life,  and  always  has  opposed 
vigorously  anything  savoring  of  extravagance  in   the 
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uJiuiDistratioD  of  towu  mutters.  He  is  a  safe  coud- 
selor,  a  i»ood  represeutative  of  New  EuglaDtJ's  iolel- 
lijieut  iiii'iiier,  uud  aa  liooest  luan,  aod  worthily  stands 
liii;h  in  public  esteem  for  his  liearty  co-operation  in 
everything  tending  to  the  elevation  or  improvement 
•(if  the  community. 


I'AIIDON   .AND    NATIl.AN    COl'EL.VND. 

Among  the  families  of  old  Bridgewater  that  have 
shown  energy,  force  of  character,  business  acumen, 
aud  persistent  industry,  and  one  that  has  impressed 
iLsclf  on  the  present  era  by  the  perpetuated  labors  of 
several  generations,  must  be  particularly  mentioned 
the  Copelaud  family. 

The  lirst  American  ancestor  was  Lawrence  Cope- 
laud,  the  English  emigrant,  who  came  to  America  in 
early  colonial  days,  settled  in  Braintree,  married 
Lydia  Townsaud,  and  died  in  1699,  at  an  advanced 
age, — it  is  said  one  liundred  and  ten  years.  His 
son,  William^,  married  Mrs.  Mary  Webb,  daughter  of 
John  and  Ruth  Bass  (Ruth  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Aldeu,  of  Pilgrim  fame).  Jonathan^,  son  of  William, 
married  Betty,  daughter  of  Thomas  Snell,  Jr.,  in 
1723,  and  settled  in  West  Bridgewater.  Joseph' 
married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  John  Hooper.  Among 
their  children  was  Salmon^,  born  in  1766.  He 
married,  in  1799,  Betty,  daughter  of  Nathan  Snell. 
(Nathan  Snell,  like  all  others  bearing  the  name  in 
this  vicinity,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Thomas  Snell, 
the  Engli.-»h  ancestor,  who  settled  in  Bridgewater, 
and  was  the  largest  landholder  in  old  Bridgewater, 
and  otherwbe  a  man  of  consequence  in  the  town.) 
Mrs.  Betty  Suell's  mother  was  a  Howard.  They  had 
three  children, — Lyman,  Pardon,  and  Nathan. 

These  people  have  in  every  generation  in  the 
past  been  mostly  agriculturists, — industrious,  careful, 
shrewd  individuals,^-doing  their  duties  well  in  the 
unpretentious  sphere  of  life  to  which  they  were  called. 
Here  aud  there  one  of  the  family  lias  drifted  into  other 
fields, — professional,  commercial,  or  scholastic, — and 
shown  capabilities  and  powers  which  have  won  suc- 
cess, but  up  to  the  sixth  generation  this  direct  line 
have  been  "  tillers  of  the  soil."  They  have  always 
been  men  of  good  judgment,  active  temperament, 
broad  and  liberal  in  their  views,  and  have  performed 
their  share  of  the  public  matters  of  the  town,  and 
generously  contributed  to  the  needs  of  social,  public, 
and  religious  life. 

Pakdon   Copeland  ',  second  son  of  Salmon  and 
Betty  (Suell)  Copeland,  was  born  in  West  Bridge- 
water,  March  7,  1803,  lived  on  the  old  homestead, 
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married  Alice  White  Ames,  of  West  Bridgewater, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Abiel  Ames,  whose  father,  John, 
was  son  of  Richard  Ames,  of  Bniton,  Somersetshire, 
England.  Jolin  settled  in  West .  Bridgewater  in 
1640.  His  only  brother,  William,  settled  in  Brain- 
tree. 

Mr.  Copeland  died  Jan.  23,  1882.  They  had 
three  sous,  —  George  Ames,  Fisher,  aud  Charles 
White.  George  Ames  married  Ann  Jeunctte  Stet- 
son, of  Bridgewater,  and  has  one  daughter,  Edith 
Stetson  ;  Fisher  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Martin 
Wales,  of  Stoughton,  and  has  two  sons, —  Ilarrie 
Addison  and  Martin  Fisher;  Charles  White  married 
Jeiinette  Orr,  daughter  of  Hon.  James  H.  Mitchell, 
and  granddaughter  of  Judge  Nahum  Mitchell,  of  East 
Bridgewater,  and  has  one  daughter,  Alice  Ames. 

Nathan  Copeland,  third  son  of  Salmon  and 
Betty  (Snell)  Copeland,  was  born  also  in  West 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  May  29,  1805,  and  died  April 
2G,  1880. 

These  brothers  were  bound  together  by  unusually 
strong  ties  of  congeniality  and  friendship.  During 
their  lives  they  were  couuected  in  business,  and 
amid  the  various  changes  and  perplexities  which 
must  have  arisen  in  those  long  years,  the  greatest 
harmony  prevailed.  They  began  the  manufacture  of 
boots  aud  shoes  in  1835,  in  the  infancy  of  that  in- 
dustry, which  has  now  attained  such  enormous  pro- 
portions, under  the  firm-title  of  P.  &  N.  Copeland. 
From  comparatively  small  beginnings  they  ruse  in 
strength  until  their  name  and  manufactures  were  ex- 
tensively known,  and  their  business  acquired  great 
magnitude.  Through  their  energetic  aud  skillful 
prosecution  of  it  they  amassed  wealth,  and  retired  in 
1879. 

They  were  men  of  sound,  practical  judgment.  Par- 
don served  on  school  committee,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  active  members  of  the  committee  to  procure  the 
soldiers'  monument.  Both  often  were  sent  a.s  dele- 
gates to  political  conventions, — county,  district,  aud 
State.  They  were  fully  in  accord  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  but  sought  no  ofBcial  positions  at  its  hand, 
although  giving  it  a  strong  support.  They  frequently 
represented  the  Unitarian  society,  of  which  they  were 
prominent  members,  in  religious  conferences,  aud  in  all 
these  relations,  as  everywhere  else,  their  influence  was 
on  the  side  of  good  order,  good  government,  and  the 
attainment  of  the  highest  truth.  They  were  leading 
mcu,  not  only  in  the  Unitarian  society,  but  in  the 
town  ;  intelligent,  social,  genial,  just,  and  generous, 
never  refusing  to  give  to  a  good  object,  nor  to  give 
liberally  from  their  abundant  means.  The  church  as 
well  aa  the  community  could  rely  on  their  co-opera- 
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tioii  in  all  uiea-iures  tending  to  promote  its  welfare 
and  interest. 

Pardon  Cupeland  was  especially  fixed  and  inflexible 
in  his  advanced  ideas.  His  positive  nature  brooked 
no  half-way  measures.  He  was  a  pronounced  temper- 
ance man,  strongly  anti-slavery,  and  an  ardent  be- 
liever and  worker  in  the  cause  of  higher  education. 
He  was  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  selected  by 
Benjamin  B.  Howard  to  conduct  the  affairs  of 
Howard  Collegiate  Institute,  and  was  a  valuable 
member  of  the  board,  and  for  a  time  president  of  the 
board.  A  prominent  citizen  of  the  town,  who  knew 
the  brothers  intimately,  says  this,  "  I  have  been  con- 
nected with  Mr.  Pardon  Copeland  in  agricultural,  po- 
litical, and  religious  matters,  and  often  been  associated 
with  him  as  a  delegate  in  political  and  religious  con- 
ventions. I  considered  him  an  honest  and  upright 
man,  and  of  most  excellent  business  quulificutions.  I 
think  I  can  justly  say  as  much  for  Nathan  Copeland. 
He  was  a  very  pleasant,  generous,  and  public-.~piriied 
individual.  I  sincerely  wish  we  had  more  such  men. 
They  were  certainly  a  great  benefit  to  our  town." 


OT[S   DRURY. 

Otis  Drury,  son  of  Abel  and  Nabby  (  Broad)  Drury, 
was  born  in  Natick,  Mass.,  Nov.  2l>,  1S04.  lie  was 
a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Hugh 
Drury,  the  English  emigrant,  who  settled  in  Boston 
in  1640,  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  admitted  freeman 
in  1C54,  a  man  of  consequence  in  the  community, 
and  in  1C59  was  a  member  of  tlie  Ancient  and  Hon- 
orable Artillery  Company.  The  line  to  Otis  is  Hugh ', 
John^  Thomas',  Caleb*,  Caleb S  Caleb ^  Abel',  Otis'. 

After  his  school-life  at  Leicester  Academy,  Jlr. 
Drury  became  u  teacher  for  several  terms,  meeting 
with  good  success,  but  his  inclinations  urging  him  to 
city  life  and  business  he  went  to  Boston  about  1S"J5 
and  engaged  in  merchandising.  He  had  the  qualities 
needful  to  success  in  this,  prospered  rapidly,  and  ac- 
quired wealth.  He  married,  Oct.  U,  183l),  Julia  A., 
eldest  daughter  of  Abiezer  Alger,  of  West  Bridge- 
water  (see  biography).  From  this  time  West  Bridge- 
water  was  his  summer  resideuce,  and  for  the  last  part 
of  his  life  his  home.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Congregational  (Unitarian)  Church,  a  constant  attend- 
ant a[id  most  generous  supporter  of  public  worship,  as 
well  as  a  warm  friend  and  liberal  giver  in  aid  of  the 
Sunday-school  and  all  religious  institutions.  His  was 
a  strong  character.  He  seemed  to  know  intuitively 
the  consequence  for  a  long  length  of  time  of  any  do- 
fined  action,  hence  was  bold,  positive,  and  strongly 
assertive  in  his  opinions  and  positions,  and  the  results 


justified  the  wisdom  of  his  views,  as  well  as  the  sound- 
ness of  his  judgment.  He  would  have  been  successful 
in  any  sphere  of  life,  particularly  so  as  a  soldier,  leg- 
islator, or  financier.  All  his  views  were  broad  and 
generous.  He  was  not  only  willing,  but  anxious  to 
give  for  noble  and  worthy  causes,  yet  desired  that 
others  should  do  likewise,  and  sometimes  this  was  the 
condition  upon  which  he  gave.  Hence  he  cncounterLd 
opposition,  as  every  person  will  who  takes  as  bold, 
prominent,  decided,  and  unyielding  positions  as  he 
did  to  carry  out  his  convictions.  From  his  n.iture  he 
could  not  be  fully  understood  by  his  coiitenqjnr;iiiL-s, 
as  the  completeness  of  his  views  and  plans  eould  orjly 
be  seen  after  the  years  ref|niicd  fur  their  development; 
therefore  during  his  life  his  town  did  not  fnirly  esti- 
mate nor  justly  appreciate  his  liberality  and  worth,  hut 
every  passing  year  will  show  it  more  clearly.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  trustees  of  the  Howard  funds,  arid 
to  liim  is  ehicUy  due  the  erection  of  the  fine  school 
buildings  of  the  Howard  Collegiate  Institute.  Through 
many  coming  years,  as  generation  after  generation  of 
scholars  shall  enjoy  the  educatiotial  advantages  of  this 
institution,  will  iNIr.  Drury 's  liberal  aid  and  kindness 
be  brought  to  mind  by  the  sweet  tones  of  the  bell 
calling  thcra  together,  and  which  will  voice  his  gen- 
erosity long  after  all  who  knew  him  personally  have 
passed  away. 

"  It  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  on  the  very  day 
(Oct.  2,  1883)  on  which  Howard  CullL-gi..te  Insti- 
tute was  formally  opened,  Mr.  Drury  bade  a  final 
farewell  to  the  joys  and  sorrows,  the  tri.ds,  tcaqita- 
tions,  and  cares  of  this  short  and  fleeting  lii'e,  to  enter 
a  higher,  purer,  and  never-ending  state  of  existence, 
where  the  shadows  of  time  will  nut  obscure  the  rtali- 
ties  of  eternity,  and  wherein  dwelleih  rigl.teuusness." 

The  following  [ireamhie  and  resulutiuns  were 
adopted  by  the  trustees  of  the  Huwaid  funds  after 
his  death  : 

*' WiiKUKAS,  Siiu-e  our  Iii.-'t  itnnuiil  incclin;^  in  June  an  :ill- 
wiae  but  niyalcriuus  Pi-uviduuce  Inia  si  cm  (it  tu  vuniuve  i'riiin  the 
Mcenc!}  ut'  life  une  of  our  menilmrs;   tlierut'tTu  ite  it 

"  Jitaiflttiit  I'biit  in  liiiu  we  siiw  i-.\cni|)litii;il  li'iitts  of  cliar- 
acter  tliut  nt-L-e.-i^iLrily  coiuiuantl  succti.-s  in  lilc,  auuli  :i^  Jcci^ion, 
prulu|'tnc3.-',  fiunUne:'^,  (ciirlessufaii,  nn<l  in>lt;|>cnUi.-nce,  as  well 
1X9  an  unswerving  and  unr.iltei-ing  iJuv>.tii>n  to  wliiit  one  might 
eonsidor  u  proper  line  of  duty  to  [lursue,  eoni-se  of  conduct  to 
follow,  or  ol>j>-ct  to  olitain. 

**  IUh'iIvcU,  That  while  he  held  otniitrchcnsivc  as  well  as  lib- 
eral viewa,  he  was  tirni  in  luainiainiii,^,  fearless  in  delending, 
consistent  and  generous  in  supporting  tli<*ni. 

**  JU«"fv'U,  That  for  the  ai-tivu  and  very  prominent  p.art  he 
took  in  the  erection  and  completion  of  our  sciiool  building,  iind 
for  the  purchase  of  the  land  ailjoiniiig,  for  the  .-trcet  be  hiid  out 
and  built  at  bis  own  expense,  also  for  the  eo.^tly  hell  he  pur- 
chased from  his  private  uieatis  and  presented  to  the  trustees,  all 
of  which  showed  his  deep  interest  and  desire  to  advance  the 
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pro.«perily  of  the  scbuol ;  for  these  inuoificent  nets  we  have 
aiiiijlo  ciiuse  to  clierisli  anJ  revere  bii  memory,  but  iibovu  all 
for  bi?  hut  :ind  most  generous  gift,  a.  gift  wbicb  at  some  future 
time  will  be  umiio  availuble  to  tbe  trust  fund,  will  ho  ever  be 
held  in  the  most  grateful  remembrance. 

"  lieaolrtrii,  That  ihe^e  resolutions  be  entered  on  our  record- 
book,  and  a  copy  presented  to  Mrs.  Drury." 

It  seems  well  to  record  here  that  in  all  the  generous 
and  bciioGeent  deeds  of  Mr.  Drury,  he  had  the  sym- 
pathy and  hearty  co-operation  of  his  estimable  wife. 

Several  years  afjo  Mr.  Drury  expressed  a  desire  to 
live  loiiii  eiioujjli  to  see  the  accomplishment  of  three 
important  matters  in  which  he  was  personally  inter- 
ested. One  was  tbe  suit  brought,  about  1850,  by  tbe 
late  Cyrus  Alger  again.-t  the  Old  Colony  and  Hartford 
and  Eric  (now  New  York  and  New  England)  Kail- 
road  Companies  to  recover  land  damages  involving  a 
large  amount  of  money.  Another  was  the  scttleiueut 
of  differences  between  the  Vermont  Central  (after- 
wards Central  Vermont)  and  the  Vermont  and  Canada 
Railroad  Companies  This  mutter  was  in  litigation 
over  twenty  years,  and  Mr.  Drury  was  personally  as 
well  as  pecuniarily  interested  to  a  largo  amount. 
Both  these  matters  were  satisfactorily  adjusted  in 
accordance  with  bis  views  and  feelings  during  tiie 
year  previous  to  his  death.  The  third  matter  was 
the  establishment  of  the  ladies'  school  in  the  Howard 
Collegiate  Institute  building,  which,  as  before  men- 
tioned, was  accomplished  during  his  life. 

We  give,  as  a  fitting  close  to  this  tribute  to  Mr. 
Drury 's  memory,  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
written  by  Hon.  Ellis  Ames: 

"I  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Drury  Jan.  1, 
1833,  on  tbe  occasion  of  my  going  to  Boston  as  rep- 
resentative of  West  Bridgewater  to  tbe  General  Court, 
aud  enjoyed  bis  acquaintance  in  Boston  four  years, 
and  havt  known  him  ever  since.  Mr.  Drury  was 
eminent  as  a  Boston  merchant,  of  sterling  integrity 
in  all  his  business  relations,  open-hearted,  and  of 
great  dcei.--ii)n  and  force  of  character,  and  possessed 
of  all  that  various  knowledge  that  made  his  mercan- 
tile operations  successful,  and  he  deserved  an  honor- 
able place  in  the  memories  of  tbe  long  list  of  his 
frieuds  aud  admirers." 


A13IEZKU    AI.GER. 

Thomas'  Alger,  the  fii>t  of  the  name  in  this  coun- 
try, was  one  of  eight  men  bearing  the  name  of  Alger 
who  settled  in  New  England  duiitig  the  seventeenth 
century.  The  exact  time  of  bis  arrival  is  not  known, 
but  it  was  .some  time  previous  to  lOtJJ,  as  at  that 
date  we  find  him  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  near  tbe  Three- 


Mile  River,  a  stream  flowing  through  tbe  eastern  part 
of  Taunton.  On  the  14th  of  November,  HJG5,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Packard,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Packard,  of  Wymondham,  England,  who,  with  bis 
wile  and  child,  came  to  America  in  1638  in  the  ship 
"  Diligent,"  settled  in  Hingham,lhen  in  Bridgewater, 
Mass.,  where  he  died  about  1684.  He  bad  at  least 
two  children,  perhaps  more,  viz. :  Israel  and  Deliver- 
ance. IsraeP  Alger  was  a  farmer  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Town  River,  in  Bridgewater.  He  was  a  luan 
of  influence  and  wealth  for  those  days.  He  married 
Patience,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Hayward,  aud  grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  Hayward,  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  and  first  settlers  of  Bridgewater.  Her 
uncle,  lion.  Thomas  Hayward,  Jr.,  was  a  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  one  of  the  Gover- 
nor's assistants.  She  died  before  1730 ;  he  died 
about  1726.  His  children  were  IsiaeP,  Joseph, 
Thomas,  Nathaniel,  and  John.  IsraeP,  born  1689, 
married,  first,  Alice,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hayward, 
who  died  in  1716,  leaving  a  daughter,  Patience,  three 
years  of  age,  who,  after  her  mother's  death,  was 
called  by  her  name,  Alice.  (She  married  Shepherd 
Fiskc,  of  whom  Hon.  Ellis  Ames,  the  celebrated 
genealogist,  thus  writes  :  "  Shepherd  Fiske,  a  native 
of  old  Braintree  (now  Quincy)  was  a  great-uncle  of 
President  John  Quincy  Adams.  Mr.  Fiske  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  College  in  1721,  became  a  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  and  settled  as  a  physician  in  Killiiigly, 
Conn.,  but  abandoned  the  practiceof  medicine,  came  to 
Bridgewater,  married  Alice  Alger  in  1732,  lived  all 
his  days  in  Bridgewater,  carried  on  the  business  of  a 
furnace,  was  many  years  one  of  the  selectmen,  and 
died  June  14,  1779,  in  the  seventy-seventh  year  of 
his  age.  I  met  Hon.  Nahum  Mitchell  one  day  iu 
June,  1843,  who  told  me  he  had  just  returned  from 
Washins'ton,  and  that  while  there  he  went  into  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  and  took  the  seat  assigned 
for  former  members  visiting  them,  and  that  as  he  sat 
there  President  John  Quincy  Adams  came  to  him 
and  inquired  for  Shepherd  Fiske,  and  said  that  Shep- 
herd Fiske  was  his  great-uncle,  and  that  be  well  kuew 
him  when  he  himself  was  twelve  years  of  age."  Dr. 
Fiske  was  a  noted  physician,  and  probably  the  orig- 
itiator  of  the  Alger  Furnace.) 

IstaeP  married,  second  (1717),  Susanna,  daughter 
of  William  Snow,  and  had  children, — Israel  and 
Daniel  (1727),  and  James  (1729).  Susanna  dying, 
Mr.  Alger  married,  third  ^1 731),  Rachel,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Wade.  James*  married  (1750)  Martha, 
dau"liter  of  Jonathan  Kingman,  and  died  in  ISOU. 
He  bad  six  children  attaining  maturity,  of  whom 
Abiezcr  was  the  oldest  son.     Abiezer  Alger  ^,  born  in 
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17r>7,  Was  a  farmer  aud  fuuiidrymau,  auj  a  strong, 
po;5itive  mau.  He  was  a  proiuiuout  uitizuu  of  the 
town,  chaiimau  of  selectmen  over  twenty  years,  often 
choseu  moderator,  held  the  commission  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  was  olten  called  to  settle  estates,  w;is  a  valued 
business  adviser,  and  did  much  clerical  and  other 
business  for  the  town.  Energetic  in  his  nature,  he 
rarely  failed  in  aceouiplisliing  his  purpose,  aud  was  a 
good  specimen  of  the  old  Puritau  stock.  He  married, 
in  1778,  Hepzibah,  daughter  of  Ebeuezer  Keith. 
They  bad  live  children  attaining  maturity, — Cyrus, 
Olive  (Mrs.  Joliu  Reed),  Alieztr,  Hepsey,  aud  Cur- 
uelia.  Mr.  Alger  died  July  31,  18oU,  aged  seventy- 
three,  and  his  wife,  Hepzibah.  died  Feb.  25,  18-U, 
aged  eighty. 

Abiezeii  Algeu  (sixth  generation),  son  of  Abie- 
zer  aud  tiepzibah  (Keith)  Alger,  whose  portrait  ac- 
companies this  sketch,  was  born  May  21,  1787,  in  the 
house  on  the  Alger  homestead,  erected  in  1748,  aud 
whieli,  preserving  most  of  its  external  appearance,  but 
internally  remodeled  and  entirely  changed,  is  now  the 
residence  of  his  daughters,  Mrs,  Julia  A.  Drury  and 
Conieliu  Alger.  Receiviug  tlie  educatiouul  advau- 
tages  of  the  town  schools,  he  early  engaged  with  his 
father  in  the  foundry,  and  followed  that  business  many 
years  with  him.  Then  he  carried  it  on  alone  during 
his  life,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  in  which 
his  son,  James,  was  connected  with  it.  It  was  not  a 
large  business,  but  fairly  remunerative.  In  connec- 
tion therewith  he  owned  and  worked  a  farm  of  a  huu- 
dred  acres.  June  18,  1812,  he  married  Anne  Cush- 
iug  Thomas,  daughter  of  Isaac  Thomas,  of  Hanson. 
They  had  four  children  attaining  maturity, — Julia 
Ann  (Mrs.  Otis  Drury),  James  (deceased),  Lydia 
Thomas  (Mrs.  Williams  Latham),  and  Cornelia. 

Mr.  Alger  possessed  great  vitality,  was  strong  and 
robust,  and  whatsoever  his  hand  found  to  do  he  did  it 
with  all  his  might.  He  found  sufficient  to  occupy 
his  energies  und  time  in  his  pergonal  alTairs,  withuut 
entering  into  public  life.  He  was  quiet  and  un- 
demonstrative, but  had  many  warm  friends  drawn  to 
him  by  his  sterling  worth  aud  integrity.  He  died 
March  1,  1863,  aged  seventy-six  years.  His  wife 
died  Sept.  2-1,  1857,  aged  seventy-one  years. 


EDWAUD    TISDALE. 

The  name  Tisdale  is  derived  from  the  river  Tees, 
a  stream  in  the  north  of  England.  This  river  is 
skirted  by  dale  lands,  and  these  together  form  the 
origin  of  the  name.  The  family  bearing  the  name  is 
of  old  English  ancestry.  We  find  tiiem  among  the 
early  families  of  the  Old  Colony. 


John  Tudale  was  born  in  England  about  the  year 
IGOO.  In  1G3G  he  lauded  in  Duxbury,  Mass.,  re- 
maining until  1C50,  when  he  removed  lo  Tauntuii. 
As  early  as   1(571,  four  years   before   King    Philip's 

I  war,  his  house  was  the  rendezvous  fur  the  l''ri'_'lisli 
troops,   when    during   the    war,   in    1G75,   his    house 

I  was  destroyed,  and   he  was   murdered  by  the  Iiidi.iiis. 

1   He   married   Miss    Sarah    Walker,   who  came  in    the 

1 

;  bark   "  Elizabeth"    from    Londun.        Their    cliildrtn 
1  were   John,   born    about   lG-12;    James,   born    about 
1644;     Joshua,    born     li)4f>  ;     ./oseyJi,    bnni    1(J.jG  ; 
Elizabeth;    Mary,  1G()0  ;   Abigail. 

The  above  Joseplt  married  Mary  Li^uiiani  in  Au- 
gust, 1G81.  Their  children  were  Jn.^ijjh,  Jr.,  buj  ri 
1G82;  Elkanah,  born  1GS4  ;  Mary,  born  ICSii;; 
Hannah,  buru  1688;  Sarah,  born  IGUO;  Abig.iil, 
born  lGd2;   Elizabeth,  born  161)4. 

Cupt.  Joseph  Tiddule,  Jr.,  married  Piutli  Rued, 
March  13,  170G.  Their  children  were  Joseph,  born 
1706;  Loved,  born  1708;  Seth,  born  171G;  Job, 
born  1719;  EbcneMT,  born  1723;  Simeon,  C.iih- 
sheba,  Mary,  Hannah. 

Ehenczcr  Tisdale  married  Priseilla  i>iake.  TliL-ir 
children  were  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  born  1747;  Abijdi  ; 
Edward,  born  1755  ;  Hannah  ;  Ruth  ;  Priscilla  ;  A.-a 
and  Mace  (twins),  1765. 

Capt.  Edward  Tisdale  married  Ruth  Harlow. 
Their  children  were  Betsey ;  Israel,  born  Feb.  24, 
1780;  Edward. 

Vol.  Israel  Tisdale  married  .Susannah  Talbot, 
Dec.  1,  1881.  Their  children  were  Israel.  Jr.,  bon. 
1802;  Susannah,  born  1806;  Abijah,  burn  ISUH  ; 
Ebenezer,  born  1811;  Ann,  born  1813.  His  wile 
died  in  1813,  aud  in  1814  he  married  her  sister 
Betsey.  Their  children  were  Elizabeth,  born  1815  ; 
Josiah,  born  1817;  Susan,  born  ISlt);  Edu:aid  nud 
twin  brother  1822;  Mace,  born  1821;  Hannah,  burn 
1828;  Ruth,  born  1831. 

Edward  Tisdale  married  Amanda  Ripley,  \uv. 
19,  1848.  Their  children  are  Charles  Ed.vard,  born 
Feb.  6,  1853,  Alice  Augusta,  born  Nuv.  7,  1854; 
Frank  Shepherd,  born  Jan.  7,  1S57;  Lizzie  Jane, 
born  Oct.  2,  1858;  Mary  Amanda.  boJii  .Sept.  !). 
ISGl  ;  Dora  Maria,  born  Jan.  G,  ltJli4. 

For  over  two  centuries  the  Tisd.de  families  have 
been  residents  upon  the  Pilgrim  soil,  and  a  greaier 
part  of  this  time  in  the  vicinity  of  Taunton.  Indus- 
try, sobriety,  and  just  regard  of  character  appear  to 
have  been  among  their  characteristics.  Rural  life 
and  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  early  lent  their  (juitt 
repose  to  most  of  the  name.  A'iee,  intemperance, 
and  their  concomitants  are  in  no  njauuer  allied  tip 
sully  their  names,  and   it  is  among  the  proudest  re- 
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flections  of  their  descendants  that  this  inheritance  is  ( 

worthy  of  re-^ard.     This  trait  is  so  deeply  enprafted 

that  they  spuru  all  contact  with  everythin;;  which  can 

del'ucu  it.     Poverty  may  crush  and  intimidate,  wealth 

may  establish  and  enervate,  but  neither  can  subdue  1 
.....  .  I 

nor  subvL-rt  that  vitality  which   is  of  inherent  intoi:-  i 

rity.     This  innate  principle  is  the  basis  upon  which 

character  is  best  constructed. 

El>W.\KU  Tisuale,  seventh  in  generation  from 
John  Tisdale,  son  of  Col.  Israel  and  Betsey  (Talbot) 
Tisdalc,  was  born  in  Sharon,  Mass.,  Jan.  20,  1822. 
His  father  was  a  successful  New  England  farmer,  a 
man  of  sound  judgment,  and  much  respected;  pos- 
sessed of  those  noble  ([ualities  of  the  heart  which 
endeared  him  to  kindred  and  friends. 

He  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  Edward  was 
the  ninth.  From  childhood  he  was  accustomed  to 
labor,  and  formed  habits  of  diligence  and  industry. 
System  and  method  in  all  his  pursuits  were  early  de- 
veloped, enabling  him  to  gain  a  good  practical,  philo- 
sophical, and  mathematical  education,  from  the  limited 
sources  of  the  common  schools  of  those  days.  He 
remained  at  the  homestead  in  Sharon  until  1847, 
when  he  went  to  Cochesett,  West  Bridgewater,  and 
worked  at  shoemaking  until  1848.  He  then  com- 
menced manufacturing  boots  and  shoes  with  his 
brother,  Josiah,  under  the  firm-name  of  J.  &  E. 
Tisdale. 

Jan.  1,  1852,  this  copartnership  was  dissolved,  and 
Edward  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  From  that 
time  until  the  present  he  has  followed  manufacturing 
for  the  local  New  England  trade. 

During  1863  he  greatly  enlarged  his  facilities  for 
busine^s.  The  present  manufactory  is  thirty  by  one 
hundred  feet,  two  stories  and  biusement,  with  an  ad- 
ditional packing-room  fifteen  by  fifty-five  feet,  two 
stories  high. 

In  1S53  he  purchased  the  first  stock  on  the  market 
of  the  celebrated  "  Westcott  Calf."  This  stock  has 
entered  largely  into  his  manufacturing,  gaining  him  a 
popular  reputatiou  for  the  reliable,  substantial  quality 
of  his  goods. 

Mr.  Tisdale  has  always  been  a  successful  business 
man,  passing  safely  over  the  years  of  financial  depres- 
sion in  business  and  shrinkage  iu  values,  when  many 
of  the  manufacturers  were  compelled  to  compromise. 

He  is  a  very  earnest  man,  possessed  of  a  keen 
sense  of  honor  that  has  directed  him  ever  to  feel  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  all  that  he  employs, 
and  to  deal  justly  in  all  his  business  transactions.  If 
there  were  more  guided  by  this  principle  we  should 
hear  little  of  the  antagonism  between  labor  and 
capital.     In  1866  we  find  him  among  the  representa- 


tives sent  to  the  Legislature,  but  with  his  unassum- 
ing nature  and  close  attention  to  business,  he  docs  not 
desire  or  strive  for  ofiicial  position.  He  holds  strong 
opinions,  however,  and  is  not  easily  changed  in  his 
views.  He  is  interested  in  all  matters  of  public 
improvements  and  education,  and  is  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Howard  Collegiate  Institute.  He  is  broad 
and  charitable  in  his  views,  and  generou.s,  whenever 
his  assistance  is  needed.  He  is  one  of  the  must  re- 
spected citizens  of  his  town,  a  good  counselor,  a 
strong  friend,  and  an  honest  man.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics. 

Mr.  Tisdale  married,  Nov.  19,  1848,  Amanda, 
daughter  of  Molbry  and  Datie  (Bray)  Ripley,  born 
April  23,  1828,  in  West  Bridgewater.  This  estimable 
lady  passed  away  Nov.  16,  1869.  Dec.  6,  1871,  he 
married,  second,  Mrs.  Abby  H.  Palmer,  of  Foxboro', 
daughter  of  Deacon  George  and  Abby  Field  (Henshaw) 
Howard,  of  Sharon.  This  lady,  iu  assuming  the  unen- 
viable responsibilities  of  the  care  of  these  sis  mother- 
less children,  at  that  age  when  they  most  needed  care, 
patience,  kindness,  and  tact,  brought  all  those  quali- 
ties into  action  in  a  most  intelligent  and  successful 
manner,  as  can  be  testified  by  all  who  have  mingled 
in  the  society  of  this  happy  family. 

In  his  pleasant,  hospitable  home,  with  the  com- 
panionship of  his  wife,  children,  and  friends,  Mr. 
Tisdale  enjoys  a  quiet  happiness,  which  is  of  more 
value  than  high  position  or  great  wealth. 


CAPT.   JOSEPH    KINGMAN. 

Joseph  Kingman,  son  of  Deacon  Joseph  and 
Eunice  (Josselyn)  Kingman,  was  born  iu  West 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  March  14,  1799,  on  the  ances- 
tral acres,  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  (now  the 
home  of  hia  widow).  He  was  a  descendant,  in  the 
seventh  gencratioD,  from  Henry  Kingman,  the  emi- 
grant, the  line  being  Henry',  John",  Henry ^,  Jona- 
than*, Jonathan*,  Joseph',  Joseph'.  Henry'  was 
made  freeman  in  1636,  and  lived  in  Weymouth  from 
about  1630.  He  held  important  oflices  and  appears 
to  have  been  a  man  of  solid  worth.  His  son,  John, 
purchased  u  large  estate  in  West  Bridgewater,  and 
from  him  are  descended  those  of  the  name  residing 
in  this  part  of  the  county.  (See  MitehcU's  "  His- 
tory of  Bridgewater.") 

Joseph  Kingman  attended  common  schools  of  West 
Bridgewater  and  academy  at  Hadley,  and  became  a 
farmer,  succeeding  his  father  in  the  occupancy  of  the 
homestead.  He  diligently  improved  his  educational 
advantages,  and  when   but  a  young  man   acquired 
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quite  a  reputation  as  a  teacher.  For  many  years  lie 
taught  wiuter  terms  of  schools.  He  loved  children, 
could  strongly  influence  them  and  win  their  love,  and 
was  very  successful  in  this  work.  He  married  first, 
Huldaii,  daughter  of  Perez  Williams  (the  children 
of  this  marriage  are  not  living;),  second,  Elizabeth  H., 
daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  and  Betsey  (Howard) 
Edson,  Nov.  18,  1829.  They  had  four  children,— 
Martha  ( married  Alphena  Crosby,  for  a  long  time 
professor  of  Greek  at  Dartmouth  College),  Elizabeth, 
Lucy  (deceased),  and  Horace  Mann  (deceased).  Mrs. 
Crosby  and  Elizabeth  reside  with  their  mother  on  the 
more  than  ordinarily  beautiful  homestead. 

Mr.  Kingman  served  as  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  1851,  representative,  selectman, 
sciiool   committeeman,   was  a  member  of   Plymouth 
County  Agricultural   Society,  and  warmly  interested 
in  agriculture.     But  it  was  not  official  position   that 
causes  us  to  record  a  tribute  to  his  memory.     No,  it 
was   just   the  opposite,   the  unselfish,  self-sacrificing 
nature  of  the  generous   man,  who  poured   his  means, 
his  time,  and  his  most  strenuous  exertions  as  freely 
as   water,   for  the    relief  of  any  and  every  form  of 
suffering,  and   for  the  firm,  utjyiclding  advocacy  of 
whatever  seemed   to  his  sensitive   nature  worthy  of 
support.      And  he  stood  in  tiie  van  of  progress.      Of 
deeply  religious  nature,  he  affiliated  with   the  broad 
liberality  of  the   Unitarian   Church.      He  stood  side 
by  side  with  Garrison  in  the  first  anti-slavery  movc- 
nients,  which,  at  that  time,  meant  almost  social  ostra- 
cism.     Anti-rum,  when  temperance  was  sneered  at  by 
the  people,  and  denounced  as  unprofitable  agitation 
from   many  a  pulpit.      In   favor  of  the  broadest  and 
highest  educational  culture,  he  demanded  the  same  ad- 
vantages alike  for  male  and  female,  and  with  all  the 
zeal  of  his  individuality  he  labored  for  tlie  extension 
of  the  right  of  suffrage  to  woman.     The  strong  point 
of  his  character  was  his  unvarying  and  universal  kind- 
ness to  all.      He   never  seemed   to  consider  his  own 
advantage,  and  continually  sacrificed  his  own  interests 
for   the   benefit  of  others.      He  was   the  earnest  and 
eOicient  advocate  and    helper  of   the   weak   and   op-  ' 
pres.->ed,    lived    a    life    of    active    benevolence,    and  | 
throughout  his  long  and   useful  career,  never  dared  ' 
malice  or  su.spicion  to  whisper  aught  against  his  in-  I 
tegrity  or  the  purity  of  his  luutives.      He  had  a  kind 
greeting  and  pleasant  word  for  every  one  he  met,  and 
in  all  the  relations  in  which  he  was  placed  in  life,  and 
in  the  deeper  and  holier  relations  of  the  home-circle, 
as  husband  and  father,  he  exemplified  the  highest  ele- 
ments of  a  loving  and  Chrisliau  nature,  and  left  an 
imprea.s,  by  his  life  and  teachings,  on  his  native  town 
that  shall  not  speedily  be  etl'aced. 


"Ad J  wisc3t  he  in  this  whole  wide  Ia.iid 
Of  hoarjin;;  till  bent  anJ  jjray  ; 
For  all  you  tan  hold  iu  your  cold,  dead  hand 
Ib  what  you  have  given  away." 

The  following  sketch,  written  after  his  death  by 
one  who  knew  him  well,  fittingly  concludes  this 
memorial : 

"  Something  more  than   a  passing   notice  of   this 
worthy  citizen  and  native  of  \Ve=t  Bridgewatcr  .>eems 
needed.     He  died  Oct.  13,  187C,  aged  seventy-seven 
years  and  seven   months.      Pie  was  a  niember  of  the 
Constitutional   Convention   of  18;j1,  and   alsu  of  the 
memorable    Legislature   which    first    el.cted    Charles 
Sumner  to  the  United  States  Senate.      On  every  bal- 
lot his  vote  was   for  Mr.  Sumner.      He  Was  aUo   one 
of  the  first  in  the  anti-slavery  reform,  and  throunhuut 
his  life  the  oppressed  and  the  needy  were  especial  ob- 
jects of  his  attention.      Nothing  awoke   hi.s   indigna- 
tion so  quickly  as  meanness,  oppression,  ajid  injustice, 
and  to  the  last  his  better  nature  was  alive  and  active 
in  seeking   the  good  of  his   kind.      His  was  a  ;;ener- 
osity  that  carried  thoughtfulness  wiih  it.      Unselfish 
to  a  rare  degree  in  his  business  traiijacticns,  his  thief 
care  seemed  to  be  for  the  other  party.     His  cheerful- 
ness was  a  stream  of  even  flow.      Widi  him  ihere  was 
no  doubt  that  God's  ways  were  good  ways,  hence  hi.s 
faith  was  bright  and  unshaken  amid   all   the   v^.ried 
scenes  of   life.      His  was    the    submissive,   Jirayerful 
spirit  of  a  profound   believer  in  an  overrulioji  Piuvi- 
denco.     Ardent   in    many   reforms,  some    may   have 
thought  him  visionary  at  times,  but  all  admitted,  that, 
from  first  to  last,  his  face  was  fixed  and  iiuiiiuvablu  to- 
wards  the   right.      His    devotion    to   the   anti-slavery 
cause  came  near  making  a  martyr  nf  liini,  Uiv  hise.'ctra 
exertions  to  secure  Mr.   Lincoln's  election,   in    ISlil), 
brought  on  a  paralytic  shock,  from  which   he   never 
fully  recovered.     A  ready  speaker  on   the  platform, 
an  untiring  worker  in  the  church,  and  a  Christian  of 
undoubted   purity,  he  left  this  gluricjus   testiinoiiy, — 
that  he  lived,  and  the  world  was  the  better  fur  it. 


NOAII  Wl[IT.MA>f,  M.D. 
John  Whitman,  of  Weymouth,  was  a  man  of 
marked  ability, — the  first  deacon  of  the  church,  the 
first  military  officer  commissioned  iu  the  town,  and 
also  one  of  three  appointed  to  settle  small  eonUover- 
sies.  He  died  in  lGlt2,  aged  ninety-two  year.-^. 
Thomas,  his  eldest  son,  settled  in  East  Bri.lgcwater, 
and  his  son,  Ebenezer,  and  grandson  of  the  same 
name,  in  South  Bridgewater.  Noah,  son  of  the  latter 
Ebenezer,  was  the  father  of  Dr.  Noah  Whitinau,  of 
West  Bridgewater. 
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Dr.  Noah  Whitman,  sod  of  Noah  aud  Zilpha 
Wliitnian,  was  born  in  BriJ^'ewator,  Mass.,  March  3, 
1785.  He  married,  July  9,  1812,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Daniel  and  Bathsheba  Periiins.  They  liad  two 
children, — Henry  and  Mary, — now  residinj:  in  West 
Bridi,'evvater,  with  their  mother,  who  ha.s  attained 
the  age  of  ninety  four  years.  (The  old  clock, 
made  in  1700,  which  is  an  object  of  marked  interest 
to  visiiors  of  Pilgrim  Hall,  Plymouth,  formerly  be- 
longed to  Madam  Hancock,  who,  for  her  second  hus- 
band, married  Rev.  Daniel  Perkins.  She  bequeathed 
it  to  her  husband's  oldest  son's  wife,  who  was  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Mary  Whitman.  This  was  loaned  to 
the  Pilgrim  Society  about  forty  years  ago  by  Mrs. 
Whitman,  to  be  placed  on  exhibition  in  Pilgrim  Hall, 
with  other  relics  of  Governor  Hancock.) 

Dr.  Whitman  was  graduated  from  Brown  Univer- 
sity in  ISOG.  His  medical  studies  were  commenced 
in  West  Bridgewater,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Simeon  Dunbar,  aud  completed  at  the  medical  .school 
at  Dartmouth  College,  while  Professor  Nathan  Smith 
was  at  its  head.  His  medical  degree  was  received  in 
1800,  and  in  1810  he  settled  as  a  physician  in  West 
Bridgewater.  Here  he  continued  in  the  assiduous 
performance  of  the  duties  of  his  profession  for  over 
forty  years,  until  compelled  to  relinquish  them  by  the 
disease  which  terminated  his  life,  at  West  Brid'^e- 
water,  April  24, 1854,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 

Dr.  Whitman  was  a  practical  man.  He  won  and 
retained  the  confidence  of  his  patients  by  his  quick 
perception  of  the  character  of  their  maladies,  and  by 
his  prompt  application  of  appropriate  remedies.  He 
sympathized  with  the  sick  as  a  friend,  and  on  their  re- 
covery they  cherished  for  him  a  warm  personal  attach- 
ment. Quackery,  in  all  its  forms,  he  most  heartily 
contemned. 

In  his  intercourse  with  his  medical  brethren  he 
was  uniformly  courteous.  While  on  proper  occa- 
sions he  maintained  his  own  opinions  with  firmness, 
he  conceded  to  others  the  right  of  private  judgment, 
avoiding,  on  the  one  hand,  the  weakness  which  suc- 
cumbs to  mere  authority,  and,  on  the  other,  that  self- 
sufficient  obstinacy  which  never  gives  up  an  opinion 
it  has  once  advocated.  He  was  an  accomplished 
physician,  a  pleasant  companion,  and  an  upright 
citizen.  His  loss  was  felt  as  a  public  calamity  in  the 
community,  wliere  for  so  many  years  he  had  pursued 
his  professional  duties. 


CIIAULES    THOMPSON    WILLIAMS. 
Charles    Thompson    Williams,    now   a   resident    of 
West  Bridgewater,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Richard 


Williams,  the  emigrant,  who  settled  at  Taunton,  in 
10157,  and  was  a  man  of  no  mean  abilities.  He  was 
a  large  land-owner,  and  so  important  a  man  as  to  be 
called  the  father  of  Taunton.  He  was  a  Welshman, 
probably  a  relative  of  Roger  Williams,  and  a  family 
tradition  states  that  he  was  a  blood  relation  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  whose  family  name  was  Williams,  and 
changed  to  Cromwell  for  an  estate.  It  is  positively 
known  that  one  of  Oliver's  ancestors  was  a  Richard 
Williams. 

Greenfield  W^illiams,  born  in  Raynham,  1783,  a 
respected  farmer,  moved  i'rom  Raynham,  Mass.,  to 
Easton,  aud  passed  his  life  in  that  part  of  the  town 
called  Pequantekut.  He  was  employed  for  many 
years  by  Gen.  Shepherd  Leach  and  afterwards  by 
Capt.  Lincoln  Drake.  He  had  charge  of  the  men 
occupied  in  digging  ore  at  one  time.  He  was  also 
largely  engaged  in  the  charcoal  trade.  The  charcoal 
found  a  ready  market  in  Boston,  and  the  teams  on 
their  return  brought  West  India  goods  for  Isaac 
Kimball's  and  Gen.  Leach's  stores.  He  married  Be- 
thiah  Record.  They  had  nine  children  :  Greenfield, 
born  June  8, 1807,  died  Oct.  3, 1843  ;  Maria  Britton, 
born  June  16,  1810  ;  Thomas,  born  Fob.  2G,  1812; 
Nancy  Drake,  bora  May  26,  1814,  died  Nov.  1,  1845  ; 
Sally  Smith,  born  Sept.  26,  1816;  Charles  D.,  born 
May  15,  1819;  William  F.,  born  March  26,  1S21  ; 
Dwelley  B.,  born  June  17, 1823  ;  Otis,  born  Dec.  10, 
1827.  His  wife  died  April  18,  185C.  Mr.  Williams 
accumulated  means  in  his  business  to  purchase  a  farm, 
and  his  sons  assisted  him  in  carrying  it  on.  He  aud 
his  family  were  devoted  Christians,  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  in  early  life  rode  horseback  to 
church,  a  distance  of  nine  miles.  "They  brought 
their  children  up  as  Christians  should."  Mr.  Wil- 
liams was  a  pensioner  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  died 
Jan.  23,  1859,  aged  seventy-six.  Greeufield  Williams 
had  three  brothers, — Thomas,  who  settled  in  Berry, 
N.  Y. ;  Joel,  about  forty  miles  from  him  ;  Charles  D., 
sixth  child  of  Greenfield  Williams,  remained  with  his 
father  until  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Chelmsford, 
learned  the  trade  of  iron  founder  under  Capt.  Lincolu 
Drake,  and  returning  to  Eaaton  continued  in  his  em- 
ploy the  greater  part  of  the  time,  until  the  captain's 
death,  aud  for  several  years  was  superintendent  of 
Easton  Furnace.  He  purchased  the  teaming  interest 
of  the  furnace,  and  carried  that  on  for  some  years. 
He  worked  at  one  time  in  New  Bedford  and  in  Cam- 
bridge. He  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
aud  Joanua  Thompson,  of  Middieboro'. 

Her  paternal  grandfather  was  Nathaniel  Thompson 
(for  whom  Thompson's  Hill,  Middieboro',  Mass.,  is 
named),  who  married  Phebe  Godfrey.      Mrs.  Susan 
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Williams  desoeiiJs  from  two  of  the  oldest  families  iu 
Plyiiiuutli  County, — the  Thompsons  iiiiiJ  Tinkhams, — 
beitiu  a  gruudJauL'htci'  of  John  Tinkhani,  ]']sq.,  who 
mariiod  Jlaiy  Wood.  Mr.  Charles  D.  Williams  is  a 
quiet  mall,  fund  of  home,  and  althouLrh  rcceiviu''  ad-  ' 
vaiitajrcous  offers  from  proiuineut  tirms  in  various 
localities,  preferred  to  remain  at  Eastuu,  where  he  still  \ 
resides.  He  is  a  member  of  Paul  Dean  Lodfje,  F.  A 
M.,  and  of  the  Con^rej.'ational  Chureh.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Williams  had  six  children,  of  wliom  three  are 
now  living, — Louisa  F.,  a  teacher  at  Eastou  Furnace 
for  twelve  years;  Carrie  E.,  married  Shepherd  L. 
Pratt,  of  Newton  Centre;  and  Charles  T.,  horn  at 
Easton,  Mass.,  April  -t,  1844,  in  the  house  of  the 
Hon.  Lincoln  S.  Drake.  The  educational  advanta<:es 
of  Cliarles  were  those  common  to  the  district  and 
hi^h  schools,  and  during  his  boyhood  he  was  em- 
ployed, more  or  less  of  the  time,  by  the  firm  of 
Thomas  F.  Davidson,  who  kept  a  general  store. 

Mr.  Davidson  had  kind  regards  for  the  boy,  and 
allowed  him  room  in  his  store  free  of  expense  fur  a 
periodical  business,  and  it  is  .said  that  Charles  was  in- 
strumental in  cultivating  a  taste  for  reading,  the  in- 
fluence in  many  of  which  is  still  felt. 

The  fall  of  Fort  Sumter — the  introduction  of  the 
war — awakened  the  spirit  of  patriotism  in  this  boy  of 
seventeen,  and  he  was  ready  to  go  forward  to  jielp 
save  the  United  States  of  America  from  being  blotted 
out  from  the  map  of  the  globe,  and  to  stand  by  "  the 
best  government  on  which  the  sun  of  heaven  ever  shed 
its  rays."  His  father  protested  and  tried  to  picture  to 
him  the  hardships  and  trials  of  a  soldier's  life.  His 
mother  couldn't  think  of  her  only  boy  giving  himself 
to  die,  if  need  be,  for  his  country.  Her  brother, 
Deacon  Amasa  Thompson,  of  New  Bedford,  was  visit- 
ing them,  and  said,  how  proud  he  should  feel  of  such 
a  son  ;  that  his  two  boys  had  gone,  atid  he  wished  he 
had  more  to  send.  The  result  was  that  Charles  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  Seventh  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers. This  regiment  was  mustered  into  service  June 
15,  18G1,  and  immediately  went  to  Wasliington.  It 
took  active  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Peninsula,  Wil- 
derness, Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettys- 
burg, Spottsylvania,  North  Anna  lliver,  and  Cold 
Harbor.  The  adjutant-general  reports  concerning 
this  regiment  thus  : 

"  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  11,  1862.  Staitcd  at  day- 
break and  marched  to  the  Rappahannock,  about  one 
mile  below  Fredericksburg;  halted  until  five  P.M., 
then  crossed  the  Rappahannock  under  a  severe  fire. 
The  Seventh  Massachusetts  was  the  second  to  cross 
the  river,  and  acted  as  support  to  the  skirmish-line, 
and  advanced   half  a  mile   from  the  river  during  the 


night  on  the  picket,  the  brigade  being  the  only  troo[i3 
across  the  river  at  this  point. 

"  Chancellorsville,  May  3, 1863.  About  eleven  a.ji. 
the  order  was  given  to  make  the  assault  on  Mary's 
Hill,  the  men  stripping  themselves  of  their  knap- 
sacks, blankets,  and  all  encumbrances,  advanced  along 
the  telegraph  road  leading  up  the  heights.  The 
Seventh  Massachusetts  led  the  column,  making  a  suc- 
cessful assault  on  the  famous  stone  wall,  where  the 
loss  was  heavy,  then  advancing  up  the  lieights,  uceu- 
pied  the  crests  of  Mary's  Hill,  captured  two  sections 
of  rebel  artillery,  and  planted  their  enlors  on  a  part 
of  the  works  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven  ; 
advancing  then  on  the  plank  road  leading  toward 
Salem  Church,  the  enemy  was  again  suceossfully  en- 
countered in  a  severe  contest,  which  lasted  until  dark 
of  that  day,  with  severe  lo.ss.  With  a  i'oree  of  a  liiilc 
more  than  five  hundred  men  engaged,  the  lu.ss  of  the 
Seventh  Massachusetts  on  this  bloody  field  was  killed, 
two  ofljcers,  twenty-one  men  ;  wounded,  nine  officers, 
one  hundred  and  five  men."  In  this  engagement,  Mr. 
Williams  was  stunned  by  a  cannon-ball,  and  was  un- 
conscious fur  over  twenty-four  hours. 

"  Gettysburg,  July  1.  Marched  all  night  and  until 
four  p.si.  on  the  next  day,  thirty-five  miles  at  one 
stretch,  when  they  arrived  at  the  battle-field  of  Gettys- 
burg, about  six  p.m.  went  into  action,  and  took  posi- 
tion on  the  extreme  left,  and  until  July  4th  acted  as 
support,  and  were  continually  moving  from  right  to 
left  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy. 

"  Wilderness,  May  5,  1864.  Marched  to  the  left 
and  took  position  on  left  of  Third  Corps.  W'a  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  and  about  four  P..M.  the  advance  to 
attack  was  sounded,  and  the  enemy  was  successfully 
engaged  until  dark,  when  we  occupied  the  field  and 
slept  on  our  arms  for  the  night.  Casualties  in  this 
engagement,  eighty-five."  On  the  early  inurning  of 
the  6th  of  May,  while  his  company  was  advancing, 
following  the  enemy  who  were  firing  and  falling  back, 
Mr.  Williams  was  wounded  below  the  knee  of  the  left 
leg  by  a  gunshot,  which  caused  a  longitudinal  fiacture 
of  the  tibia.  He  was  conveyed  to  the  field  lio.-<pital, 
then  to  Fredericksburg,  then  to  Amory  Square  Hos- 
pital at  Washington,  from  there  to  Portsmouth  Grove, 
R.  I.,  where  he  remained  until  his  term  of  enlistment 
expired,  when,  by  the  aid  of  crutches  and  other 
assistance,  he  was  enabled  to  reach  home.  After  re- 
maining at  his  father's,  in  ]<]aston,  for  several  months 
he  was  prostrated  by  typhoid  fever,  and  was  brought 
to  death's  door,  having  three  successive  attacks  of  the 
fever.  In  May,  1865,  he  went  to  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  where  he  underwent  the  operation 
of  having  the  entire  tibia  removed,  which  was  done 
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successfully.  After  three  or  four  months  io  the  hos- 
pital he  was  carried  on  a  bed  to  Easloii,  and  in  Oc- 
tober he  was  able  to  toninjence  uiovinj^  about  on 
crutches.  To  relieve  the  ujonotony  of  convalescent 
life  he  went  to  the  Soldiers'  Home,  Springfield  Street,  ' 
Boston,  and  was  soon  placed  in  a  position  to  assist 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  superintendent,  Allen 
Rice,  receiving  and  discharging  occupants ;  was  also 
book-keeper  and  librarian.  While  there  he  received, 
in  ISilG,  the  appointment  of  messenger  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Senate,  taking  the  place  of  a  Mr. 
Brown.  Mr.  Williams  is  one  of  the  six  soldiers  who 
sat  for  the  picture,  afterwards  copyrighted  by  Jennie 
Collins,  of  "  Boffin's  Bower,"  and  extensively  sold  as  a 
typical  picture  of  the  war  under  the  name  of  the 
"Boys  who  saved  us."  On  gaining  health  Mr.  Wil- 
liams opened  a  store  on  Washington  Street,  Boston, 
and  coutinued  in  the  dry-goods  trade  until  1874. 
Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  (a  member  of  the 
firm  of  A.  J.  Tattle  &  Co.)  in  large  labor  contracts 
in  the  city. 

He  married,  July  20, 1871),  Charlotte  A.,  daughter 
of  Salmon  and  Charlotte  (Pease)  Howard,  of  West 
Briduewater.      Her  maternal   graudfather  was    Rev. 


Bartlett  Pea.se,  a  Baptist  clergyman  of  prominence 
and  ability.  They  have  one  child,  Charlotte  Louise. 
Mr.  Williams  purchased  the  Ames  place  near  Coche- 
sett,  has  made  extensive  alteration  and  improvoincnts, 
and  removed  here,  in  1883,  from  Cambridge,  the  birth- 
place of  his  little  girl.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Gimeral 
Stevenson  Post  26,  G.  A.  R.  He  has  served  as  fore- 
man of  juries  in  Bristol  and  Suffolk  Counties. 

Mr.  Williams  has  pleasant  and  winning  social 
manners,  makes  friends  easily  and  retains  them  long. 
He  is  a  sagacious  and  successful  business  man,  origi- 
nating new  and  profitable  methods.  As  one  instance 
we  would  notice  his  publication  of  a  newspaper, 
WiUiums  Advertiser,  which  had  a  circulation  of 
five  thousand  copies.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  Republican  in  politics,  and  stands  on  the 
best  planes  of  thought.  A  keen  observer  of  affairs 
and  an  extensive  reader,  he  keeps  himself  fully  abreast 
of  the  times  in  knowledge,  and  intelligeutly  discharges 
his  duties  as  a  citizen,  to  preserve  the  freedom 
for  which  he  was  a  gallant  soldier.  All  in  all  Mr. 
Williams  is  a  good  citizen,  an  able  business  man,  a 
warm-hearted  and  genial  friend  and  companion,  and 
worthily  enjoys  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 
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From  the  date  of  the  great  and  very  important 
discovery  made  by  Christopher  Columbus,  Friday, 
Oct.  12,  1492,  to  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at 
Patuset  (now  Plymouth),  Dec.  21,  1620,  was  a 
period  of  little  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  years,  and  during  that  more  than  a  century  and 
a  quarter  of  time  the  American  coast  was  at  numer- 
ous points  and  upon  many  occasions  visited  by  the 
sea-voyagers  of  several  civilized  nations  from  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  the  chief  and  most  properly  notice- 
able of  which  were  as  follows : 

June  24,  1497,  John  Cabot  discovered  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  but  saw  no  inhabitants. 

In  1502,  or   about    ten   years  after   the   discovery 
made  by  Columbus,  the  island  of  Newfoundland  was 
visited  by  Sebastian  Cabot,  who  captured  and  carried  | 
away  tiiree  of  the  native  inhabitants  that  as  curiosi-  , 
ties   he  presented  to    Henry  VII.     These   people  of 
Newfoundland  were  clothed  with  the  skins  of  beasts,  | 
and  are  said  to  have  lived   upon   raw  flesh,  but  were  I 
so  far  advanced   in   the  mechanic  art  as  to  coii.struct 
ornaments  of  tools  from  copper  metal.     These  were 
the  first  Indians  ever  seen  in  England,  and,  as  said 
an  early  historian,  they  were  brought  to  the  English 
court  "  in   their  country  habit,"   and  "  spoke  a  lan- 
guage never  heard  before  out  of  their  own  country." 
But  two   years  later,  these   Indians,  having  assumed 
the  garb   of    Englishiuen,  when  seen   abroad,   could 
scarcely  be  discerned  from  Englishmen. 

The  French  discovered  the  Saint  Lawrence  River 
in  1508,  aud  following  the  bad  example  set  by  the 
English,  the  French  stole  and  forcibly  carried  away 
several  of  the  Indians  of  that  locality,  which  were 
the  first  of  that  race  ever  seen  in  France.  Thomas 
Auburt  was  the  name  of  the  commander  of  that 
vessel  wherein  was  made  the  discovery  of  the  Saint 
Lawrence  River,  and  he  it  was  who  discovered  such 
brutality  of  disposition  and  conduct  as  to  tear  from 
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their  homes,  kindred,  and  friends  those  unoffending 
natives  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  sight-seers  in  the 
city  of  Paris. 

In  1524,  John  Verazzini,  being  in  the  service  of 
France,  sailed  along  the  American  coa.st,  lauding  at 
several  places,  one  of  which  is  thought  to  have  been 
in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

The  preserved  account  says  of  this  expedition  and 
landing,  "  20  of  his  men  landed,  and  went  about  two 
leagues  up  into  the  country.  The  inhabitants  fled 
before  them,  but  they  caught  an  old  woman  who  had 
hid  herself  in  the  high  grass,  with  a  j'ouiig  woman 
about  18  years  of  age. 

"  The  old  woman  carried  a  child  on  her  back,  and 
had  besides  two  little  boys  with  her. 

"  The  young  woman,  too,  carried  three  childnn 
of  her  own  sex. 

"  Seeing  tiiemselves  discovered,  they  began  to 
shriek,  and  the  old  one  gave  them  to  understand  by 
signs  that  the  men  were  fled  to  the  woods. 

"  They  offered  her  something  to  eat,  which  she  ac- 
cepted, but  the  maiden  refused  it.  This  girl,  who  was 
tall  and  well-shaped,  they  were  desirous  of  taking 
along  with  them,  but  as  she  made  a  vi(jlcnt  outcry, 
they  contented  themselves  with  taking  a  boy  away 
with  them." 

Beside  thus  driving  from  house  and  home  the  men 
of  that  Connecticut  tribe,  frightening  the  women, 
and  robbing  them  of  one  of  their  children,  the 
Frenchmen  at  that  time  added  to  their  cruelties  the 
vanity  of  naming  North  America  New  Fuanch. 

Thus  far  John  Verazzini  and  his  heartless  followers 
had  done  unchecked  all  these  uncalled-for  injuries  to 
the  unoffending  and  unresisting  natives,  wlio,  when 
John  visited  them  again,  were  better  prepared  to  give 
him  a  proper  reception,  and  thus  tluy  in  turn  became 
captors,  and  he,  in  his  turn,  became  a  captive.  The 
Indians  wished  greatly  to  learn  what  John  was  made 
of,  and  so  they  killed  and  ate  him. 

In  1535  an  Indian  chief  who  resided  near  the 
St.  Croix  River,  kindly  received  and  generously  en- 
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tertaiued  a  sea-voyager  named  Jaiues  Cartier,  who  in 
return,  "  partly  by  stratagem  and  partly  by  force," 
carried  Doiiacono,  the  cliief,  to  France,  where  the 
latter  soon  after  died. 

"In  1G05,  George  Waymouth,"  so  said  the  old 
narrative,  "  happened  into  a  river  on  the  coast  of 
America  called  Peminaquid,  from  whence  lie  brought 
five  of  the  natives.  They  were  all  of  one  nation,  but 
of  several  parties  and  several  families." 

Sir  Fernando  Gorges,  in  speaking  of  those  natives, 
said,  "  After  I  had  those  people  some  lime  in  my 
custody,  I  observed  in  them  an  inclination  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  better  sort,  and  in  all  their  car- 
riages manifest  shows  of  great  civility,  far  from  the 
rudeness  of  our  common  people.  And  the  longer  I 
conversed  with  them  the  better  hope  they  gave  me 
of  those  parts  where  they  did  inhabit  as  proper  for 
our  uses,  especially  when  I  found  what  goodly  rivers, 
stately  islands,  and  safe  harbors  those  parts  abounded 
with,  being  the  special  marks  I  leveled  at  as  llie  only 
want  our  nation  met  with  in  all  their  navigations 
along  that  coast.  And  having  kept  them  full  three 
years,  I  made  them  able  to  set  me  down  what  great 
rivers  ran  up  into  the  laud,  what  men  of  note  were 
seated  uii  them,  what  power  tliey  were  of,  how  allied, 
what  enemies  they  had,"  etc.  The  names  of  those 
five  natives  from  whom  Sir  Fernando  Gorges  was  able 
to  derive  .so  much  information  were  Squauto,  Mauida, 
Skettwarroes,  Dehamda,  and  Asscumet. 

Sir  Fernando  Gorges  fitted  out  a  ship  for  a  voyage 
to  America,  placing  the  vessel  under  the  command  of 
Jlr.  Henry  Challuung,  with  whom  he  sent  the  Indians, 
Matilda  and  A.sseunict,  but  this  ship  was  captured  by 
a  Spani^h  fleet  and  carried  to  Spain  (and  Gorges  adds), 
"  where  the  ship  and  goods  were  confiscated,  theiu- 
selves  made  prisoners,  the  voyage  overthrown,  and 
both  luy  natives  lost."  But  Asscumet  was  afterwards 
recovered. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Popham,  at  about  the  same 
date,  sent  out  a  vessel  to  aid  that  commanded  by 
Challouiig,  and  I'opliam's  vessel  was  commanded  by 
Martin  Prim,  and  sailed  from  Bristol,  in  England. 
Concerning  Henry  Challoung  and  ship  the  old  narra- 
tive coniinues  :  "  But  not  hearing  by  any  means  what 
became  uf  him,  after  he  had  made  a  perfect  discovery 
of  all  those  rivers  and  harbors,  brings  with  him  the 
most  exact  discovery  of  that  coast,"  etc. 

The  Indians,  Dehamdn  and  Skettwarroes,  are 
thought  to  have  been  with  Prim  on  that  very  suc- 
cessful Voyage  of  discovery. 

In  1G07  two  Indians  piloted  a  colony  of  European 
emigrants  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sagadahock  River, 
afterwards  Keniiebeck,  Me. 


That  company  left  England  May  30th,  and  arrived 
on  the  8th  of  August.  The  old  chronicler  wrote: 
"  As  soon  as  the  president  had  taken  notice  of  the 
place,  and  given  order  for  landing  the  provisions,  he 
dispatched  away  Capt.  Gilbert,  with  Skitwarrcs,  his 
guide,  for  the  thorough  discovery  of  the  rivers  and 
habitations  of  the  natives,  by  whom  he  was  brought 
to  several  of  them,  where  he  found  civil  entertain- 
ment and  kind  respects  far  from  brutish  or  savage 
natures,  so  as  they  suddenly  became  familiar  friends, 
especially  by  the  means  of  Duhamdu  and  Skit- 
warrcs." 

In  1611,  Edward  Harlow,  as  master  of  a  vessel, 
attempted  to  discover  an  island  supposed  to  be  near 
Cape  Cod,  but  ascertained  that  the  supposed  island 
was,  in  fact,  a  part  of  Cape  Cod,  and  at  Monhigon 
Island.  Harlow  captured  three  Indians,  named 
Peclimo,  Monopet,  and  Pekenimne,  "but  Peckmo 
leapt  overboard  and  got  away ;  and  not  long  after, 
with  his  consorts,  cut  their  Boat  from  their  sterne, 
got  Iter  on  shore,  and  so  filled  her  with  sand  and 
guarded  her  with  bowes  and  arrowes,  the  English 
lost  her." 

Harlow  next  proceeded  to  an  island  called  by  the 
Indians  Nohono,  where  he  captured  an  Indian,  called 
Sakaweston,  that  he  succeeded  in  carrying  to  England, 
where,  after  residing  many  years,  this  Indian  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  and  participated  in  the  wars  of  Bohemia. 

Harlow's  voyage  of  discovery,  that  had  been  turned 
into  one  of  depredation  and  disgraced  by  the  cruelty  of 
man-stealing,  was  now  proceeded  in,  when  they  came 
to  what  was  then  called  Capoge  or  Capawick  (now 
known  as  Martha's  Vineyard),  where  he  indulged  in 
more  man-stealing  by  the  capture  of  two  Indians, 
named  Conecomem  and  Epenow,  and  then,  with  five 
captive  Indians,  returned  to  England. 

Concerning  this  brutal  and  disgraceful  affair  Sir 
Fernando  Gorges  wrote, — 

"  Whilo  I  wns  luboriDg  b^'  what  means  I  might  be^t  continue 
life  in  my  hinguishing  hope?,  there  come  one  unto  me  bringin;^ 
\vith  him  anutivouf  the  IslHUii  ol'Cupiiwick,  uphice  seated  on  the 
southward  of  Cape  Cod,  whose  name  was  Kpunewe,  a  ]>er£on  of 
goodly  stature,  strong,  and  well  proporlionetl. 

'*Tlii3  man  was  taken  upon  the  main  by  force,  with  some  twenty 
otlicrs,  by  a  ship  of  London,  tliat  endeavored  to  sell  ihem  for 
alavcs  in  Spain,  but  being  understood  (hat  they  were  Americans, 
aud  being  found  to  be  unapt  for  tlteir  u?cs,  they  would  not  med- 
dle with  them  ;  this  being  one  of  them  they  rolutcd,  wherein  they 
exprest  more  worth  than  those  that  brought  them  to  the  market, 
who  could  not  but  know  tliut  our  nation  was  at  tliat  time  in 
travel  for  settling  of  Christian  colonies  upon  that  eontiticnt,  it 
being  an  act  much  tending  to  our  pi-ejudicc  when  wc  came  into 
that  part  of  the  countries. 

"  He  was  a  goodly  man,  of  a  brave  aspect,  stout,  and  sober  in 
his  demeanor,  and  had  learned  so  much  Kngltsh  as  to  bid  tho.-e 
that  wondered  at  hiin  *  welcome,'  '  welcome,'  " 
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Tlioinas  Hunt,  as  master  of  u  ship,  tame  to  the 
Xorlli  American  coast  in  1G14,  of  whom  the  noted 
John  Smith  wrote  as  follows: 

•'  Thomas  Hunt,  the  master  of  this  ship,  when  I 
was  i^one,  thinkiuj:  to  prevent  that  intent  I  had  to 
make  there  a  plantation,  thereby  to  keep  this  abound- 
ing country  still  in  obscurity,  that  only  he  and  some 
few  merehauts  more  mii;ht  enjoy  wholly  the  benefit 
of  the  trade  and  profits  of  this  euuiitry,  betrayed  four- 
and-twenty  of  those  poor  salvages  aboard  his  ship,  and 
most  diahoiiestly  and  inhumanly,  for  their  kind  usatre 
of  me  and  our  men,  carried  them  with  liim  to  jMalaya, 
aud  there  for  a  little  private  gain  sold  these  silly  sal- 
va.L'es  for  rials  of  eii:ht,  but  this  vile  act  kept  hiai 
ever  after  from  any  more  employment  to  those  parts." 

Some  time  iu  lOl'J,  Capt.  Thomas  Dermer,  in  the 
employ  of  Sir  Fernando  Gorj;es,  came  with  a  ship  to 
Martha's  Vineyard,  where  he  found  the  Indian 
Epenow,  who  had  recently  escaped  from  hi.s  captivity 
among  the  English.  Some  of  the  ship's  crew  being 
on  shore,  u  fight  ensued  between  the  sailors  and  some 
Indians  headed  by  Epenow,  in  which  encounter  some 
of  the  natives  were  slain,  but  succeeded  in  killing  all 
the  sailors  on  shore,  the  one  who  remained  in  the  boat 
only  escaping.  Capt.  Dermer  went  on  shore  and,  as 
it  appears,  was  glad  to  escape  with  his  life,  for  the 
ancient  record  of  that  event  says  "the  captain  himself 
got  on  board  very  sore  wounded,  and  they  had  cut 
off  his  head  upon  the  cuddy  of  the  boat  had  not  his 
man  rescued  him  with  his  sword,  and  so  they  got 
away."  Thus  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life  Capt. 
Thomas  Dermer,  the  first  white  man  wlio  set  his  foot 
within  the  limits  of  what  became  the  township  of 
Middleboro'.  Thus,  perhaps  at  the  expense  of  weary- 
ing our  readers,  have  we  minutely  detailed  the  prin- 
cipal occurrences  upon  the  New  England  coast  from 
the  date  of  the  discovery  of  the  New  World  by  Co- 
lumbus, in  1492,  till  near  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims 
at  Plymouth  in  lG20,so  far  as  those  occurrences  par- 
ticularly concerned  the  aborigines  of  this  country, 
and  were  calculated  to  iiiHucnce  them  in  their  conduct 
towards  their  European  visitors  from  far  over  the  sea. 

Of  Capt.  Thomas  Dermer  oue  ancient  record  says 
that  in  this  encounter  he  received  fourteeu  wounds, 
and  adds,  "  But  he  being  a  brave,  stout  gentleman, 
drew  his  sword  and  freed  himself"  "  This  disaster 
forced  him  to  make  all  possible  haste  to  Virginia  to 
be  cured  of  his  wounds;"  as  it  will  be  recollected  that 
this  being  iu  1619,  a  European  settlement  had  then 
existed  at  Jamestown,  in  Virginia,  twelve  years,  but 
none  as  yet  had  been  peru>anently  located  iu  any  part 
of  New  England,  and  wounds  received  in  what  after- 
wards became  Massachusetts  were  therefore  forced  to 


seek  an  English  cure  In  Virginia,  that  then  btiiig  the 
nearest  place  at  which  sucli  healing  assistance  could 
be  found.  The  Indiau  Squanto,  a/inx  Tisi|uantum, 
some  writers  have  conjectured,  was  with  Capt.  Thuinas 
Dermer  in  his  perilous  encounter  and  narrow  escape 
just  described,  and  if  so,  Squanto  or  Ti.>-i|uaiituni  may 
have  been,  and  probably  was,  the  pcrsini  alluded  to 
by  the  ancient  writer  who,  describing  the  event,  said 
"  his  man  rescued  him  with  a  sword,  and  so  got  him 
away."  Squanto,  u/i'«s  Tis(|uantuni,  it  may  bu  advis- 
able to  recall  to  the  minds  of  our  readers,  was  one  of 
the  five  Indians  that  George  Waymnuth  seized  and 
forcibly  carried  away  from  Pema([uid  in  1G()5,  or  four- 
teen years  before  Capt.  Dermcr's  encounter  with  the 
natives  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  it  is  highly  prob- 
able that  Sijuanto,  uliua  Tisquautum,  accompanied 
Capt.  Dermer  iu  his  voyage  to  Virginia,  when  tlie 
latter  there  sought  to  be  cured  of  the  wounds  he  had 
received  from  the  Indians  at  Martha's  Vineyard. 

At  what  time  in  1G19  this  fight  between  the  sea- 
men under  Capt.  Thomas  Dermer  and  the  Indians  at 
Martha's  Vineyard  occurred,  it  is  now  difficult,  if  not, 
in  fact,  impossible  with  certainty  to  detciniine,  but 
soiue  time  during  that  year  Cajit.  Dermer  went  to 
Patuxet  (now  Plymouth),  from  whence  he  traveled  a 
day's  journey  westward  into  the  country,  to  a  place 
called  Nemasket  (now  Middleboro').  We  are  fortunate 
enough  to  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  many  of  the 
particulars  which  characterized  that  journey  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Dermer  to  Nemasket  (now  Middleboro';,  and 
among  which  we  will  first  notice  its  principal  object. 

A  few  years  before  1019  a  fishing-ves.sel  was  east 
away  upon  or  near  Cape  Cod,  and  those  of  the  crew 
who  escaped  a  watery  grave  became  prisoners  to  the 
Indians.  Thomas  Morton,  of  Merry  Mount  celebrity, 
in  writing  of  that  matter,  said,  ''It  fortuned  some 
few  years  before  the  English  came  to  inhabit  at  new 
Plimmouth,  in  New  England,  that  upon  some  distast 
given  in  the  Massachu.ssets  Bay  by  Frenchmen  then 
trading  there  with  the  natives  for  beaver,  they  .set 
upon  the  men  at  such  advantage  that  they  killed  luany 
of  them,  aud  burned  their  sliipp,  then  riding  at  anchor 
by  an  island  there,  now  called  Pcdduck's  Island,  in 
memory  of  Leonard  Peddock,  that  landed  there,  dis- 
tributing them  unto  five  sachems,  which  were  lords  of 
the  severall  territories  adjoyning.  They  did  keep 
them  as  long  as  they  lived,  only  to  sport  theniselves 
at  them,  and  made  these  five  Frenchmen  fetch  them 
wood  and  water,  which  is  the  gencrall  worke  they 
require  of  a  servant. 

"  One  of  these  five  men  outliving  the  rest,  liad 
learned  so  much  of  their  language  as  to  rebuke  them 
for  their  bloudy  deede,  saying  God  would  be  angry 


HISTORY   OF    MIDDLEBORO". 


941 


with  thuin  for  it,  aod  that  he  would,  in  his  di^- 
pleasuif,  distroy  them  ;  but  the  salvages  replyed,  and 
said  that  they  were  so  many  that  God  could  not  kill 
tlicni." 

The  :^aine  story  was  differently  told  by  the  noted 
and  justiy-di.stinguished  Capt.  John  Smith,  of  Vir- 
jiinia.  lie  informed  that  a  fishing-vessel  was  cast 
away,  and  a  sailor,  whose  life  was  saved,  was  captured 
by  llio  Indians,  and  while  their  prisoner,  told  them 
that  lie  feared  his  God  would  destroy  them.  Smith 
said  that  the  prisoner  was  a  Frenchman,  and  he  con- 
tiuueil  liiat  the  Indian  king  made  the  prisoner  stand 
upon  the  top  of  a  hill,  and  collected  all  his  people 
about  it,  that  the  man  might  see  how  numerous  they 
were.  When  the  Indian  king  liad  done  this  he  de- 
manded of  the  Frenchman  whether  his  God,  that  he 
told  so  much  about,  had  so  many  men,  and  whether 
they  could  kill  all  these.  On  his  assuring  the  Indian 
king  that  he  could,  they  derided  him  as  before. 

It  was  some  time  in  the  year  ltil9,  and  probably 
in  the  month  of  May,  that  Capt.  Thomas  Dermer,  in 
some  kind  of  water  craft,  came  to  what  was  then 
known  ill  the  Indian  tongue  as  Patuxct  (^now  Plym- 
outh), and  if  in  May,  his  coming  to  that  place  was 
at  lea^t  one  year  and  a  half  earlier  than  the  landing 
at  the  same  point  of  the  Pilgrims,  which  occurred  in 
December,  1620. 

That  visit  of  Capt.  Dermer  was  principally,  and 
laigely,  if  not,  in  fact,  wholly,  with  the  object,  desire, 
and  intent  to  find  and  rescue  from  captivity  one  or 
both  of  the  Frenchmen  alluded  to  in  these  narratives 
of  Thomas  Morton,  of  Merry  Mount  (now  Quincy), 
Mass.,  and  Capt.  John  Smith,  of  Jamestown,  Va. 

At  Patuxet  (now  Plymouth),  it  is  said  that  Capt. 
Dermer  fell  into  the  company  of  the  Indian  Squanto, 
alius  'I'isquantum  ;  but  what  probably  would  be  much 
nearer  the  truth  would  be  to  say  that  the  Indian  came 
with  Capt.  Dermer  to  Patuxet,  and  the  firm  adhesion 
and  faithfulness  of  Squanto,  alian  Ti^quantum,  to 
Capt.  Dermer  may  have  been  just  what  led  him  to 
deem  it  the  proper  time,  when  thus  attended  or  ac- 
companied, to  attempt  the  liberation  of  those  captives, 
and  to  rely  so  implicitly,  as  the  sequel  showed,  that 
Dermer  did  upon  this  Indian's  powers  of  diplomacy. 
Concerning  that  visit  and  its  results,  Capt.  Dermer, 
under  date  of  Dec.  27,  1619,  wrote  as  follows: 

'*  WIiL-n  r  arrived  at  luy  savaj^e's  native  country  I  travelled 
along  a  day'a  Journey  to  a  place  ualled  Nammadtaquet,  where 
tinding  inhubilaut:^  I  didpaLchcd  a  me:i3enger  a  day'a  journey 
farther  west  to  Pouanoliet,  which  bordereth  upon  the  sea; 
whence  came  to  aeo  me  two  king?,  attended  with  a  guard  of 
fifty  armed  men,  who  being  well  satiaticd  with  that,  my  savage 
and  I  diacouraed  unto  them,  gave  mc  content  in  whatever  I  dc- 
iiiauded,  where  I  found  that  former  relationa  were  true. 


**  Here  1  redeemed  a  FrcnchoiaD,  and  afterwards  another  at 
!  M.ia^tnehuail,  who  three  years  since  escaped  shipwreck  at  the 
I   northeast  of  Capo  Cod." 

When  Capt.  Dermer  came  so  near  being  slain  by 
I  the  natives  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  the  ancient  historic 
account  of  that  event  ended  with  the  words,  "  liis 
man  rescued  him  with  his  sword,  and  so  they  got 
away;"  and  that  rescuer,  it  is  believed,  was  the 
Indian  Squanto,  alias  Tisquantum  ;  and  whctlicr  .so 
or  not,  this  Indian  did  save  the  life  of  Capt.  Duriner 
at  Neniiiskct, — for  the  latter  in  another  letter  dis- 
tinctly said  that  the  Indians  would  have  killed  him  at 
Nemasket  had  not  Squanto  entreated  hard  for  him  ; 
and  Dermer  added,  "  their  desire  for  revenge  was  oc- 
casioned by  an  Ijfcglishman  who,  having  many  of 
them  on  board,  made  great  slaughter  of  them  when 
they  offered  no  injury  on  their  parts," — and  the  con- 
stancy with  which  such  brutal  acts  were  being  com- 
mitted by  the  representatives  of  nations  deemed  civil- 
ized upon  and  against  people  regarded  ;us  barbarous, 
would  naturally  lead  one  to  deem  the  kindness  of  the 
red  heathen  almost  or  quite  miraculous  that  they  ever 
allowed  a  white  Christian  to  escape  death  when  in 
their  power.  Of  the  two  kings  who  came  to  visit 
I  Capt.  Dermer  at  Nemasket  (now  Middleboro')  in 
I  1619,  one  doubtless  was  Massasoit,  and  the  otht-r  was 
perhaps  Quadequena,  his  brother.  This  was  the  first 
instance  in  which  a  native  king  of  this  section  of  the 
country  was  "  interviewed"  by  the  representative  of  a 
European  power,  the  conference  with  Dormer  being 
within  the  limits  and  upon  the  soil  of  what  still  con- 
tinues to  be  the  ancient  and  time-honored  town  of 
Middleboro',  and  a^  near  as  can  be  ascertained  oc- 
curred in  May,  1619,  while  that  of  Massasoit  with 
Governor  Carver,  at  Plymouth,  was  not  until  the  22d 
of  March,  1621,  or  almost  two  years  later.  It  is 
seriously  to  be  regretted  that  some  measure  was  not 
taken  to  perpetuate  a  knowledge  of  the  precise  spot 
where  that  conference  between  Massasoit  and  Capt. 
Thomas  Dermer  occurred,  and  we  hope  that  it  is  not 
too  late  even  now  to  revive  or  renew  that  knowledge 
which  long-continued  neglect  has  permitted  to  sink 
into  oblivion,  and  covered  by  the  shades  of  forgetful- 
ness.  Facts  equally  as  much  lost  to  sight  and  to 
mind  are  frequently  by  cue  cause  or  another,  as  if 
sometimes  by  pure  accident,  unearthed  and  resurrected 
that  were  thought  long  since  to  have  gone  to  accom- 
pany the  lost  arts,  and  let  us  hope  that  this  very  de- 
sirable evidence  may  in  its  discovery  be  equally  for- 
tunate, that  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Middleboro' 
with  commendable  pride  may  be  able  to  point  uner- 
ringly to  the  spot  where  the  chief  ruler  of  this  laud, 
nearly  two  years  before  the  lauding  of  the  Pilgrims 
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at  Plymouth,  gave  official  audience  to  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Fiench  goverunient,  and  listened  to  the 
petition  of  a  European  people. 

Mr.  Drake's  book  concerning  the  Indians  .says, — 
'•  One  of  the  most  renowned  captains  within  the  do- 
mains of  Massasoit  was  Caunbitant,  whose  residence 
was  at  a  place  called  Jlettapuiset,  in  the  present  town 
of  Swansey." 

It  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  add  that  what  was  the 
Indian  Mettapoiset  is  now  familiarly  and  tiencrally 
known  as  "  Gardener's  Neck." 

Mr.  Drake  continues,  in  speaking  of  Caunbitant, — 

''Ills  ch:Lrautci'  wu:^  iituub  the  saue  as  that  ot'  tbu  t'aujou:^ 
Metauuiiict.  'I'hc  Eni;lisli  were  iilwav:»viuwcd  by  biui  as  iu- 
trudcrs  and  cneiiitL'a  of  his  race,  and  there  is  lUtle  duubt  but  be 
iuiLiiiled  tu  wrc:>t  tlie  uuunty  uut  ut'  their  hunU^  on  the  tirst 
u|>|iurtunit)'. 

•'  In  August,  1021,  Caunbitant  v\as  supposed  to  be  in  the  iu- 
teie.-tuf  the  NaiianansetH,  and  idotlin-;  with  tbeiu  to  uvurlhiow 
Massasoit;  and  beioj;  at  NcuiasUet,  seeking  to  di-aw  the  lieai-ts 
ol"  Massasoit's  subjeL-ts  t'loui  liini,  speal<ing  also  disdainfully  of 
u.^  (the  Eugli^h),  storuiing  at  tlie  peaco  between  Nauset  Cuuiula- 
quid  and  us,  anil  at  Ti?C[Uantiiui,  the  worker  of  it;  also  at  To- 
kauiliatuun  and  one  lloboniok. 

"  Tokambauion  went  to  biiu,  but  the  other  two  would  not; 
yet  put  their  lives  in  Iheir  lianils,  privately  went  to  sec  if  they 
could  hear  of  their  king,  and,  lodging  at  Nemasket,  were  dis- 
covei'ed  to  Caunbitant,  who  set  a  guard  to  be?et  the  house  and 
took  Ti-oquantuu),  for  he  had  said  if  lie  were  dead  the  English 
had  l(>^t  iheir  tongue. 

"  llobbouiok  seeing  that  Tisquantum  was  taken  and  Caunbi- 
tant holding  a  knife  at  his  breast,  being  a  strong  and  stout  luun, 
broke  fi'oui  thetn  nud  came  to  New  I'liuioutb,  full  of  fear  aud 
sorrow  for  Tisquantum,  whoui  be  thought  tu  be  slain." 

Nu  time  was  lost  by  the  Plymouthians  in  sending 
out  a  military  force,  under  Capt.  Miles  Standish,  to 
regulate  matters  at  Ncmaskot.  Of  how  many  men 
lh;it  force  con.iistcd  it  is  at  this  date  difficult,  if  not 
in  fact  impos.iible,  to  determine.  One  ancient  author- 
ity .-ays  that  only  ten  men  were  sent,  and  another 
swells  the  number  to  fourteen,  and  this  courageous 
body  uf  citizen  soldiers,  with  the  undaunted  Standish 
as  c:iptain,  and  the  Indian  Hobbomok  as  guide, 
started  to  revenge  the  supposed  de:ith  of  Tisquantum, 
and,  after  a  toilsome  march,  came  to  Nemasket  (now 
Middhboro'). 

An  early  narrator  of  this  transaction  thus  dis- 
cour^ed  : 

*'  Del'ore  we  came  to  the  town  (/.^.,  the  Indian  settlement  at 
Nviiia>ket)  we  sat  down  and  eat  such  as  our  knap:iacks  alforded  ; 
that  being  done  we  threw  them  aside,  and  all  snub  things  us 
might  hinder  us,  antl  so  went  on  and  beset  the  house,  according 
to  our  last  resolution. 

•'  Tho^e  that  entered  demanded  if  Caunbitant  were  not  there  ; 
but  fear  bud  bereft  the  savages  of  .-peeeh. 

"  We  charged  theui  not  lo  stir,  for  if  Caunbitant  were  not 
there  we  would  nut  meddle  witli  them;  if  be  were,  we  cauie 
principally  for  him,  to    be  uvengetl  on  him  for  the  supposed 


death  of  Tisquantum,  and  other  matters;  but,  howsoever,  we 
would  not  at  all  hurt  their  women  or  children. 

"  Notwithstanding,  some  of  them  pressed  out  at  a  private 
door  and  cneaped,  but  with  some  wounds. 

"  At  length,  perceiving  our  principal  ciiils,  they  told  u=  Caun- 
bitant was  returned  home  with  all  his  train,  and  that  Tisquan- 
tum was  yet  living  and  in  the  town;  then  offering  some  tobacco 
and  other  audi  as  they  had  to  eat." 

In  this  scene  of  confusion  or  "  hurley  burk'y,"  as 
tlie  early  writer  called  it,  two  guns  were  fired  by  the 
English  at  random,  but  to  the  great  terror  of  the 
Indians  generally,  and  the  Indian  buys  seeing  tliat 
the  squaws  were  protected,  lustily  cried  out,  ••  Neun.s- 
quaes  !  Neeusquaea  I"  which  signified  I  :iui  a  .-<|Uaw  '. 
I  am  a  squaw  !  and  the  Indian  women  sought  ]in;tcc- 
tion  from  the  friendly  Indian,  Ilubboiuuk. 

Mr.  Drake,  in  his  excellent  book  concerning  the 
Indians,  says, — 

"This  attack  upon  a  defenceless  house  was  made  at  luidniglit, 
and  must  have  been  terrible  in  an  inconceivable  degree  to  its 
inmates,  especially  the  sound  of  the  English  guns,  wliich  few, 
if  any  of  them,  had  ever  heard  before." 

The  ancient  narrator  added,  "  But  to  be  short,  we 
kept  theui;  we  had  and  made  theiu  make  a  fire  that 
we  might  see  to  search  the  house  ;  in  the  ineiin  time 
Hobbomok  gat  upon  the  top  of  the  house,  and  called 
Tistjuantum  aud  Tokamahanion,  and  those  Indians 
soon  came  together,  with  several  other  natives,  some 
of  whom  were  armed,  and  others  so  disconcerted  by 
tliis  nocturnal  visit  as  to  put  in  their  appearance 
entirely  naked." 

The  English  quickly  seized  and  appropriated  the 
bows  and  arrows  of  those  Indians  that  caiue  armed, 
promising,  however,  to  return  these  arras  to  the  own- 
ers the  next  morning.  At  daylight  the  English  re- 
leased the  Indian  prisoners,  and  then  rejiaired  to  the 
wigwam  of  Tisquantum,  who  appears  then  t(j  Ikivc 
been  a  resident  of  Nemasket  (now  Middleboro';,  where 
the  soldiers  took  breakfast  and  then  held  a  court-mar- 
tial, a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  which  has  come 
down  to  us  in  the  words  following : 

"  Thither  came  all  whose  hearts  weie  upright  toward-  us,  but 
all  Counbitaut's  faction  were  tied  away. 

"There  in  the  midst  of  them  we  manifested  again  oitr  in- 
tendment, assuring  them  that,  although  Counbitant  had  now 
escaped  us,  yet  there  was  no  place  shouUl  sccuie  him  and  his 
from  U3  if  he  continued  his  threatening  us  and  provoking 
others  against  us,  who  had  kindly  entertained  him,  au<l  never 
intended  evil  towards  him  till  he  now  so  justly  deserved  it. 

"  Moreover,  if  iMassaauyt  did  not  retuin  in  safety  from  Nui-- 
rohigganset,  or  if  hereafter  ho  should  make  any  insurrection 
against  him,  or  offer  violence  to  Tisquantum,  llnlximok,  or  any 
of  Massasyt's  sulijects,  we  would  revenge  it  up. .11  him  to  the 
overthrow  of  hiui  and  his." 

Concerning  those  Indiaus  who  were  wounded  in 
the  wigwam  beset  by  the  English,  the  ancient  chron- 
icler said, — 
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"We  were  sorry  for  it,  though  themselves  procured  it  in  not 
itayin;;  io  tlio  liouse  ut  our  commaQj ;  yet,  if  they  would  re- 
tuin  liuiue  with  ud,  our  »ur^eon  should  heal  tbeui. 

"At  this  ofifcr  one  inna  uod  li  woman  thut  were  wouoded 
went  home  with  us,  TtaquiiQtum  and  many  other  kno^vn  friunds 
accompiinyiiig  us,  uml  olToring  all  help  tliat  mijjht  he  hy  car- 
riagu  of  any  thing  we  had  to  ease  ua. 

"So  that  by  God's  good  providence  we  safely  returned  the 
morrow  night  after  we  set  forth." 

Let  it  be  observed  that  the  date  of  ibis  occurrence 
was  only  seven  or  eight  months  after  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  and  this  was,  therefore,  the 
first  military  expedition  in  which  the  people  of  Plym- 
outh Colony  participated.  We  have  already  remarked 
that  it  was  within  the  limits  of  what  is  now  Middle- 
boro'  that  the  first  conference  between  the  English 
and  a  chief  ruler  of  the  Indians  occurred  in  New 
England,  and  probably  in  any  part  of  America  north 
of  Virginia,  and  we  will  now  add  that  the  first  warlike 
expedition  in  Now  England  had  its  objective-point  at 
Nemaaket  (now  Middleboro'),  and  here,  too,  was  held 
the  tir.-it  or  earliest  court-martial  of  which  a  record 
has  bfL-n  preserved  in  the  whole  United  States  and 
British  provinces. 

As  a  result  of  these  proceedings  at  Nemasket,  a 
treaty  was,  on  the  loth  of  September,  1621,  made 
with  Caunbitant  and  several  other  sub-chiefs  and 
principal  men  of  influence  among  the  Indians,  whose 
names  were  as  follows :  Ohquamehud,  Cawnacome, 
Obbatinnua,  Nattawahunt,  Caunbatant,  Chickataubuk, 
Quadeijuana,  Huttmoiden,  and  Apannow. 

The  Indian  Cawnacome,  who  united  in  making  this 
treaty  of  peace,  is  supposed  to  have  been  identical 
with  the  sub-chiei',  sachem,  or  sagamore,  Concconani, 
ruler  of  the.  Indians  at  and  near  Maomet,  on  Cape 
Cod.  Obbatinnua  was  doubtless  the  chief  at  Siiaw- 
mut  (now  Boston).  Nattawahunt  was  also  known 
as  Vashoonon,  and  subsef|uently  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  what  was  called  the  Nipmuc  country  (now 
the  county  of  Worcester),  his  wigwam  standing 
near  what  was  called  Magus  Hill.  Quadequana  was 
brother  to  Massasoit,  and  Chickataubut  was  sachem 
of  Passonagesit,  the  country  about  Weymouth,  al- 
though Mr.  Drake,  in  his  excellent  book  concerning 
the  Indians,  says  that 

"  The  residence  of  the  family  of  Chickataubut  was  at  Tehticut, 
now  included  in  Middlcborougb.  He  was  in  obedience  to  Mas- 
sasoit, and,  like  other  chiefs,  h:id  various  places  of  resort  to  suit 
the  ditfcrcnt  seasons  of  the  year, — sometimes  at  A\^essaguscu8- 
set,  sometimes  at  Ncponset, — and  especially  upon  that  part  of 
Namaskct  called  Tehticut. 

"This  was  truly  a  river  of  Sagamores. 

**  Its  abundant  stores  of  Gsh  in  the  spring  drew  them  from  all 
parts  of  the  realm  uf  the  chief  sachem. 

"  In  the  first  settling  of  Plimouth  some  of  the  company,  in 
wandering  about  upon  di.-'covery,  came  upon  au  Indian  grave, 
which  was  that  of  the  mother  of  Chickataubut. 


"  Over  the  body  a  stake  wag  set  in  the  ground  and  two  huge 
hear  skins,  sewed  together,  spread  over  it;  these  the  English 
took  away. 

"  When  this  came  to  the  knowledge  of  Chickataubut  he  com- 
plained to  hia  people  and  demanded  iuimediaTe  vengeance. 
When  they  were  assembled  he  thus  harangued  them  : 

"'  When  last  the  glorious  light  of  all  the  sky  was  underneath 
this  globe,  and  birds  grew  sileut,  I  began  to  settle,  as  my  cua- 
tom  is,  to  take  repose. 

"  '  Before  mine  eyes  were  fast  closed  metboH  I  saw  a  vision, 
at  which  my  spirit  waa  much  troubled,  and  trembling  at  that 
doleful  sight  a  spirit  cried  aloud. 

"'liehold!  my  son,  ivhom  I  have  cherished,  sec  t"lie  jiaps 
that  gave  thee  suck,  the  hands  that  clasp  thee  warm,  and  fed 
thee  oft,  canst  thou  forgot  to  tako  revenge  of  lho?o  wild  people 
that  hath  my  monument  defaced  in  a  despiteful  manner,  dis- 
daining our  ancient  antiquities  and  honorable  customs. 

'**Seo  now  the  sachem's  grave  lies  like  unto  the  common 
people  of  ignoble  race  defaced. 

"*  Thy  mother  doth  complain,  implores  thy  aid  against  this 
thievish  people  now  come  hither;  if  this  be  sultcred,  I  shall  not 
rest  in  quiet  within  my  everlasting  habitation.'" 

"  Mourt's  Relation,"  an  early  English  authority, 
goes  far  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  con- 
cerning this  dastardly  outrage,  when  it  says,  "  We 
brought  sundry  of  the  prettiest  things  away  with  us, 
and  covered  the  corpse  up  again,  and,"  he  added, 
"  there  was  a  variety  of  opinions  amongst  us  about 
the  embalmed  person." 

The  grave  of  Chickataubut's  mother  was  probably 
in  what  became  the  township  of  Weymouth. 

The  evidence  is  pretty  conclusive  that  the  English 
sustained  two  attacks  from  the  Indians  as  a  result  of 
desecrating  this  grave  and  some  otiicr  depredations 
committed  by  them.  One  of  these  attacks  being 
made  just  as  the  white  people  were  landing  IVoni  a 
boat,  and  the  other  at  Namskekit. 

The  Indian  name  Chickataubut,  when  translated 
into  the  English  language,  signifies  a  housc-a-fire,  a 
singular  appellation,  one  would  think,  to  give  as  the 
name  of  a  chief  of  a  tribe  or  ruler  of  a  people. 

Chickataubut  is  generally  thought  to  have  held  do- 
minion over  a  tribe  known  aa  Massachusetts  Indians, 
and  aa  such  he  controlled  a  large  section  of  the  coun- 
try now  constituting  the  State  that  took  its  name  from 
the  tribe  he  governed. 

But  inasmuch  as  Chickataubut,  at  least  for  a  time, 
established  the  chief  seat  of  his  empire  at  Titicut,  we 
shall  therefore  consider  his  biography  as  part  of  the 
aboriginal  history  of  Middleboro'. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1631,  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  government  ordered  that  Chickatoubut  should 
pay  a  small  Leaver-skin  to  satisfy  one  of  the  English 
for  a  pig  that  some  of  his  Indians  had  killed,  and  to 
show  that  they  appreciated  that  even-handed  justice 
expressed  in  the  old  adage,  "  Sauce  for  goose  should 
be  sauce  for  gander,"  also  enacted,  Sept.  27,  1631, 
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that  '•  Josias  Pluistowe,  for  steulinj^  lour  baskets  of 
cold  from  tLe  Indians,  is  ordered  to  letuni  ihem  eiglit 
liaakets,  to  bo  fined  five  pounds,  and  hereafter  to  be 
called  by  tlie  name  uf  Josias,  and  not  Mi.,  as  he 
furmerly  used  to  be,"  and  the  accomplices  of  Plais- 
towe  wlio  iiad  no  title  of  Mr.  to  lose  or  money  to  pay 
ill  fines,  were  each  sentenced  to  be  publicly  whipped, 
and  thus  showing  a  marked  distinction  in  the  manner 
that  the  authorities  of  the  M;i3sachusetts  Bay  Colony 
meted  out  justice  when  compared  with  that  of  Plym- 
outh people,  so  pious  as  to  icin/c  at  the  piracy  prac- 
ticed on  the  grave  of  Chickatoubut's  mother,  and  who 
had  '•sought  thus  far  freedom  to  worship  (lod"  and 
rob  graves,  praying  over  those  they  plundered  and 
endeavor  to  perfect  praises  to  a  just  God  from  the 
uiouths  of  human  hyeuiis.  The  brutal,  careless,  and 
thoroughly  unfeeling  manner  in  which  "  Mourt's  Re- 
lation," a  Plymouth  production,  disposed  of  Plym- 
outh people's  participation  in  that  dastardly  outrage, 
should  cover  the  memory  of  those  miscreants  with 
everlasting  coutcmjjt.  Here  it  is,  "  We  brought  sun- 
dry of  the  prettiest  things  away  with  us  and  covered 
the  corpse  up  again.  There  was  variety  of  O|iinions 
amongst  us  about  the  euibalmed  person,  '  but  there 
can  properly  be  no  variety  of  opinion  among  our 
readers  of  the  true  character  of  those  who  committed 
this  outrage  and  shamelessly  published  the  disgraceful 
fact  to  the  world,  or  of  the  government  that  suffered 
the  act  to  go  unpunished. 

In  10o2,  two  uf  Chickataubut's  Indians  were  con- 
victed of  assaulting  two  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dor- 
chester in  their  houses. 

The  ancient  record  says  of  these  Indians,  "  They 
were  put  in  the  bilboes,"  and  we  furtlier  learn  that 
Chickataubut  was  required  to  beat  them,  and  he  did. 
It  was  about  this  time  that  Chickataubut  visited  Gov- 
ernor Wintlirop,  at  Boston,  and  presented  the  latter 
with  the  gift  of  a  hogshead  of  corn. 

Mr.  Drake,  in  his  book  concerning  the  Indians, 
when  giving  an  account  of  this  visit  of  Chickataubut 
to  Governor  Winthrop,  said, — 

*'  Many  of  his  sanoups  and  squaws  cauie  with  liiiu,  but  wore 
moal  of  tbeut  scat  away  nftei-  they  hud  liiiicd,  althuu<;li  it  tbuii- 
licrcd  and  ruiaed  aud  the  ^ovcraor  urged  their  itay. 

'*  Cbiukataubut  prubably  fcaied  they  would  be  burdeitaome. 

•' At  tbi8  time  lie  wore  English  elothcs  aud  sat  at  the  gov- 
ernor's table,  where  he  boliaved  hiuself  aa  suborly,  tie.,  as  an 
Kiiglisbinan. 

"  Not  long  alter  he  ealied  on  Gtjvei  uor  Wiuihrop  and  desired 
to  buy  elolhed  for  hiiu:^elf;  Ibe  governor  inforuied  him  that 
l<!ngli?h  :iagunioreH  did  not  u&e  to  trueU,  but  lie  ealied  biu  tailor 
and  gave  him  orders  to  make  him  a  suit  of  elotlica,  whereupon 
he  gave  the  governor  two  large  skins  of  coat  beaver. 

•'  In  a  few  days  his  elothes  were  ready,  and  Ihe  goveruor  put 
bim  into  a  very  good  new  suit,  from  bead  to  foot,  and  after  he 


set  meat  before  tbem  ;  but  he  would  not  eat  till  the  governor 
had  given  thanks,  and  alter  meat  he  desired  him  to  do  the  like, 
and  so  departed." 

In  1633  the  smallpox  became  quite  prevalent  amung 
the  Indians,  and  spread  with  fearful  ravages  and  dis- 
astrous results,  Chickataubut  being  among  its  victims. 
He  died  in  the  month  of  November,  16'S.\,  and  thus 
perished  the  moat  distinguished  ruler  amung  the  In- 
dians, whose  home  was  within  the  present  g(.M)gr;iph- 
ical  limits  of  Middleboro'. 

Tisquantum,  who  for  a  time  also  resided  at  Ne- 
masket  (^now  Middleboro'),  died  at  a  place  called  by 
the  Indians  Manamoyk  (now  Chatluiiu),  on  Cape  Cod. 
The  disorder  of  which  Squanto,  uliun  TiMjUantum, 
died  was  a  fever,  attended  with  a  jirofuse  bleeding  at 
the  uo.se,  that  the  Indiana  said  was  a  fatal  symptom. 
Governor  Wiuslow,  of  the  Plymouth  Culuny,  attended 
by  S(|Uanto,  alias  Tisquantum,  had  goue  to  Cape  Cod 
to  purchase  corn  of  the  Indians,  and  the  Governor 
wrote,  "  But  here  [Chatham],  though  they  had  deter- 
mined to  make  a  second  essay,  but  God  had  otherwise 
disposed,  who  struck  Tisquantum  with  sicknos,  inas- 
much that  he  there  died."  Squanto  desired  the  Gov- 
ernor that  he  would  pray  for  him,  that  he  might  go 
to  the  Englishman's  God,  ;iud  he  also  bequealhed  his 
things  to  sundry  of  his  English  friends,  as  remem- 
brances of  his  love. 

By  the  English  the  death  of  Tisquantum  was  ac- 
couuted  a  great  loss.  He  died  in  the  luontli  of  Decem- 
ber, 1G22,  only  about  two  years  after  tin:  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims  at  Patuxet  (now  Plymouth). 

The  Indian  chieftain  had  a  son,  whose  name  was 
Wampatuck,  sometimes  also  called  Josiah  Sagamure, 
of  Massachusetts,  who  sold  a  tract  of  euuntiy  that 
became  the  town  of  Braintree  and  that  part  now 
Quincy.  In  the  deed  he  said  that  he  made  this  sale 
with  the  consent  of  his  wise  men,  viz.:  Squamog. 
his  brother  Daniel,  and  old  Ilahatun,  and  William 
Mananioniott,  Job  Nassett,  Manuntago,  William  Na- 
liunton. 

Says  Mr.  Drake's  work  concerning  the  Indians: 

".Josias  or  Josiah  Wampatuek  was  sachem  of  Mattakesetl, 
aud  from  deeds  which  be  gave  must  have  beeu  the  oivoer  of 
much  of  the  lauds  southward  of  Uoston. 

"In  1853  he  sold  Timothy  llatherly,  James  Cudworth,  Jo- 
seph Tildon,  Humphrey  Turner,  William  llateb,  John  lloare, 
and  James  Torrey  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  vieinity  of  Accord 
Pond  and  North  Itiver. 

"In  iee2  ho  sold  Package  Neck,  now  called  Piekade.  lying 
between  Naiuassaket  Itiver  and  a  brook  falling  into  Teticutt 
River,  viz.:  the  most  westerly  of  Ihc  tliree  small  brooUes  thai 
do  fall  into  the  said  river;  likewise  all  the  mcudou  upon  said 
three  brooks,  for  X21. 

"  Also  another  tract  bounded  by  Plimouth  and  Iluxbury  oil 
one  .Hide,  and   Bridgowater  on  the  other,  extending  to  the  great 
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pond,  Muttakeeaet:  proviiletl  it  iDvluded  not  the  luoo  acres  [  abuses  in  the  disorderly  coming  of  Indians  to  Plym- 

Siven  tu  hia  son  and  George  Wampeg  and  Jul..,  Wumpowca."       ;  ^^^^j^^    ^^j    ^^^1^^    SatisfactioD   for    SOUie   COMCeivcd    in- 
Josiali  or  Josias  Wampatack,  in  or  before  August,  '.  juries  supposed  to  have  been  done  by  tlie  En^'liih  to 
1G44,  j;raiited  to  tlie  Titicut  Indians  three  miles  on  j  the  Indians,  and  to  continue  the  league  of  peace  and 
each  side  of  the  Taunton  River,  and    this   Titicut  '  friendship  between  them. 

plantatiuu  was  carefully  guarded  over  ever  after  in  i  Their  rough,  rude  path  in  the  forest  led  thcMU 
all  grants  of  lauds  by  the  General  Court  in  this  part  \  through  what  still  continues  to  be  the  westerly  part  of 
of  the  colony.  The  grantees  were  also  instructed  not  i  Plymouth,  thence  ou  through  the  present  township 
to  encroach  on  the  Indian  settlement,  nor  to  molest  of  Carver  into  Middleboro',  meeting,  probably,  in  no 
the  Indians.  An  Indian  named  I'omponoho,  alius  '  part  of  all  that  solitary  journey,  with  a  single  human 
Peter,  on  the  '20th  of  November,  1672,  conveyed  by  being,  and  causing  them  to  realize  the  feelings  of 
deed  all  the  Indian  laud  north  of  Taunton  River,  Alexaudcr  Selkirk,  as  expressed  in  the  words, — 
with  certain  expressed  exceptions,  to  Nicholas  By  ram,  „  j  ^^  „„„a„h  of  all  r  survey, 

Samuel  Kdson,  and  William  Brett,  who  received  the  .  My  right  there  is  none  to  dispute, 

same  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Bridgewater.  '  From  the  centre  all  round  to  the  sea  ; 


Purchases   at   different   times    were  effected  upon 
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the  south    side  of   Taunton  River  of  Josiah  Wampa-  ,  "0  Solitude,  where  are  thy  cl.aru.s, 

tuck  and  Tuspaquin,  the  Black   Sachem,  so  that  in  ■  That  sages  have  scon  in  thy  f.ice  ? 

,,,„„     1       11  ..1         .u  a:    •      »  •      I  Better  dwell  in  the  midst  of  alarms 

1GC9  the  huropean  settlers  thereon  were  sumcient  mi  ,„,  ,.,.,„ 

*■  .  .  Than  reign  in  this  desolate  piaue. 

number  to  secure  an  act  of  incorporation  as  the  town- 
ship of  Jliddleboro'.  i       About  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day 

Concerning  the  sales  of  lands  made  by  Tuspaquin,  j  they  set  out  upon  this  journey  through  an  almost  track- 
the  Black  Sachem,  so  called,  see  aboriginal  history  I  less  wilderness,  their  eyes  were  relieved  and  hearts 
of  LakeviUe,  as  a  part  of  those  lands  sold  by  Tuspa-  !  gladdened  at  what  they  saw,  and,  as  did  the  great 
quin  now  lie  within  the  incorporated  limits  of  Lake-  I  apostle  when  he  came  in  sight  of  the  three  taverns, 
ville,  and  a  part  are  still  included  and  remain  in  Mid-  !  so  doubtless  did  Edward  Winslow  and  Stephen  Hop- 
dleboro'.  !  kins  "  thank  God  and  take  courage"  as  they  caught 

!  the  first  glimpse  of  that  only  Indian  settlement  in  all 

!  the  wearisome  way,  the  inhabitants  of  which,   with 

true  hospitality  that  loses  so  much  of  its  genuineness 

C  H  A  P  T  E  R     1 1.  I  by  the  conventionalities  of  civilized  society,  bade  thorn 

welcome  to  their  humble  homes,  and  entertained  them 
1  on  a  kind  of  bread  called  maizium,  composed  of  the 

The  first  or  earliest  European  visitor  to  the  locality     spawn  or  eggs  of  shads,  boiled  with  acorns, 
that  afterwards  became  the  township  of  Middleboro'  The  shad  was  a   fish   very  abundant   in   Taunton 

was  Capt.  Thomas  Dermer,  that  visit  occurring  more  ,  River  at  that  date,  and  from  the  name  applied  to  the 
than  a  year  before  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  bread,  it  is  probable  that  this,  at  some  seasons  of  the 
Plymouth,  and  as  the  object,  details,  and  results  of  year,  might  have  had  the  addition  of  Indian-meal  or 
that  visit  have  already  been  given  in  the  aboriginal  pounded  parched  corn,  but  this  visit  being  in  June, 
chapter  of  this  town's  history,  it  would  be  a  super-  perhaps  the  last  year's  crop  of  Indian  corn  was  ex- 
fluity  to  repeat  the  same  here,  and,  in  brief,  suffice  it  '  pended,  and  it  was  several  moons  too  early  for  a  new 
to  say  that  visit  was  paid  to  Nemasket  (now  Middle-  harvest,  and  some  weeks  before  they  could  regale 
boro')  in  or  near  the  mouth  of  May,  1619.  themselves    upon    the   luxuries  of  "  roasting   ears." 

Two  years  later  Middleboro'  was  again  visited  by  But  such  as  the  Indians  had  they  liberally  gave  to 
the  Europeans,  for  on  Tuesday,  the  10th  day  of  June,  their  visitors,  who,  although  realizing  that  "  better  is 
1621,  at  about  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  '  a  dinner  of  herbs  where  love  is  than  a  stalled  ox  and 
Edward  Winslow  and  Stephen  Hopkins,  taking  the  j  hatred  therewith,"  did  not  fail  to  notice  that  the 
Indian  Siiuanto,  alias  Tisquantum,  for  their  guide,  |  acorns  were  musty,  whereat  Tisquantum  told  tlieui  to 
started  off  from  Plymouth  to  find  the  residence  of  ]  go  a  few  miles  farther,  where  they  should  find  more 
Massasoit,  the  greatest  commander  among  the  sav-  '  store  and  better  victuals.  Said  Mr.  Winslow,  "  We 
ages,  partly,  as  they  said,  to  know  where  to  find  him,  i  went  and  came  thither  at  sunsetting,"  and  as  the 
if  occasion  required,  to  discover  the  number,  strength,  i  glorious  luminary  of  light  was  upon  that  long  sum- 
and  power  of  those  he  governed,  and  also  to  prevent  I  mer's  day  just  sinking  below  the  western  horizon, 
60 
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diuse  clusleriug  wigwams  crowning  the  hilllops  upon 
b(jtli  sides  of  Tauntou  Kiver,  at  what  was  then,  and 
until  now,  nearly  three  hundred  years  after,  still 
called  Titicut,  gladdened  the  sight,  and  soon  oovered 
tile  forms  of  the  weary  Pilgrims. 

Upon  the  high  ground  on  the  Middleboro'  side  of 
Taunton  River  at  Titicut,  and  a  little  west  of  where 
the  Congregational  meeting-house  now  stands,  the 
Indians,  with  an  eye  to  proper  defense,  some  time 
erected  a  kind  of  fortification  that  came  to  be  called 
the  "  Indian  Fort,"  but  they  did  not  flee  to  it  fur 
protection  on  the  approaeii  of  the  Pilgrims, —  Winslow 
and  Hopkins, — with  the,  to  them,  indispensable  Tis- 
quantum.  No,  there  was  no  command  from  sub-chief 
issued  to 

"  Hon^  out  the  banner  on  the  outer  wall ;" 

Seconded  by 

"  The  cry  is  still  tliey  come ;" 

for  these  tired  travelers  were  upon  the  white- winged 
message  of  peace  instead  of  the  proclamation  of  war; 
they  souglit  kindly  to  confer  with,  to  counsel,  benefit, 
and  instruct  the  natives,  instead  of  injure  or  deceive 
tliem,  and  therefore 

•'  Not  as  the  comiueror  couje:-, 

They,  these  true-heurtcd,  came  ; 
Not  with  the  roll  of  stiiriD}-  Jruuia, 
And  the  trumpet  that  sings  of  tame. 

*'  Not  as  the  flyiuj;  come, 
Id  silcDce  and  iu  fear, 
Tliey  shook  the  depths  of  the  desert's  ;^louui, 
With  their  hymns  of  lofty  cheer." 

"  Here,"  said  Mr.  Winslow,  '•  we  found  many  of 
the  Namascheucks  fishing  upon  u  weir  which  they 
had  made  on  a  river  which  belonged  to  them,  where 
they  caught  abundance  of  bass.  These  welcomed  us 
also,  and  gave  us  of  their  fish,  and  we  them  of  our 
victuals." 

It  was  on  the  hill  a  little  west  and  not  far  from  the 
present  Congregational  Church  edifice  at  Titicut,  in 
Middleboro',  that  Winslow  and  Hopkins  spent  the 
night  of  June  10,  1621. 

Mr.  Winslow  added,  "  The  ground  is  very  good  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  it  being  for  the  most  part 
cleared.  Thousands  of  men  have  lived  there  which 
died  in  the  great  plague  not  long  since,  and  pity  it 
was  and  is  to  see  so  many  goodly  fields,  and  .so  well 
seated  without  man  to  dress  and  work  the  same." 

At  Titicut,  now  North  Middleboro',  six  Indians 
joined  with  Tisquantum  as  an  escort  to  Winslow  and 
Hopkins,  on  their  way  to  Mount  Hope  Bay.  After 
a  pleasant  visit  to  Massasoit,  spending  Wednesday 
uight,  Thursday  and  Thursday  night,  early  on  Friday 


!  they  commenced  their  return  to  Plymouth,  and  asiain 
!  spent  a  night  at  Titicut,  reaching  Plymouth  on  Sat- 
I  urday. 

I       The   next  visit  of  Europeans   to   Middleboro'   was 
I  made  near  the  last  of  August  or  early  in  September, 
16U1,  or  some  three  months  after  the  pleasant  inter- 
j  view  and  mutual  exchange  of  civilities  just  described, 
I  and  in  its  features  and  details  was  quite  the  opposite 
as  that  of  Winslow  and   Hopkins  was  on  an  embassy 
of  peace,  while  this,  which  so  soon  succeeded  it  with 
Capt.  Miles  Standish   at  the   head,  a  drawn  ^Wurd  in 
j  his  hand,  with  his  heavy-armed  tuu.^keteeis  close  upon 
his  heels,  was  one  of  war,  and  as  we  dislike  to  •'  re- 
peat grievances,"  the  account  of  that  sud,  .-sorrowful, 
and   in  some  respects  disgraceful   and   in   all  respects 
disagreeable    transactions,    together    with    all    its   un- 
ple:isaut  and  bloody  details,  will  be  left,  oidy  to  appear 
in   the  aboriginal   chapter  of  this  town's   histury,  to 
which    the    reader    is    referred,    while    we    turn    our 
thoughts    to   the   consideration,   and    our  pen    to  the 
description,   of  circumstances,  occurrences,   and   facts 
equally  instructive  and  beneficial   to  ac<niire,  and  f.ir 
more  agreeable  to  contemplate. 

Among  those  pioneers  of  European  de>ceiit  that 
became  actual  settlers  in  Middleboro',  and  who  may 
properly  receive  prominent  notice  ami  particular 
mention,  was  Jacob  Thomp.son,  Esq.,  who  was  an 
prigitial  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
in  Middleboro',  a  man  who  won  distinction  in  liis  day 
as  a  surveyor,  and  also  as  a  magistrate.  He  surveyetl 
the  "  twenty-six  men's  purchase,"  and  divided  it  among 
the  proprietors  in  lots,  and  also  the  proprietaries 
of  several  of  the  neighboring  towns.  Hi'  is  said  to 
have  been  a  man  of  great  weight  of  character,  and 
took  the  lead  in  the  successful  effort  made  by  the 
First  Congregational  Church  in  this  town  to  rid  itself 
of  the  ministry  of  Mr.  William  Palmer,  who  was 
turned  out  of  the  pulpit  of  this  church  and  society, 
and  deposed  from  the  ministry  altogether.  Several  of 
Mr.  Thompson's  letters  to  the  neighboring  ministers 
on  that  subject  are  still  carefully  preserved  and  extant. 
He  was  considered  a  man  of  sound  piety,  and  a?  a 
pillar  in  the  church  greatly  respected.  To  be  a  little 
more  explicit,  Jacob  Thomp.son  was  a  .selectman  nf 
Middleboro'  from  1697  to  17U1,  both  years  inclusive, 
re-elected  in  1706,  and  served  until  172S,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1710.  Representative  to  the 
General  Court  in  1716  and  171'J. 

In  the  local  militia  of  the  town  Jacob  Tliompson 
was  ensign  as  early  as  1700,  lieutenant  in  1701,  and 
captain  in  1708.  He  received  the  commission  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  to 
date   from  July  22,    1720.     Jacob  Thuuipsun,  Ea(|., 
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wns  elected  town  clerk  of  Middleboro',  March  14, 
1706,  and  by  successive  aoDutil  elections  continued  in 
that  ofiBce  for  the  term  of  thirty  consecutive  years, 
when  lie  was  out  of  office  one  year,  and  then  re-elected 
and  served  seven  years  more.  As  treasurer  of  Mid- 
dleboro' Jacob  Thompson  was  elected  in  March,  1730, 
and  servud  eij;lit  yeais. 

Francis  Coombs  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  Mid- 
dleboro' as  early  as  1674,  and  re-elected  to  that  office 
ill  1GSU-S2.  He  was  on  the  30th  of  October,  1678, 
licensed  to  keep  a  tavern  or  inn,  now  called  a  hotel, 
but  tliL'M  usually  designated  as  an  "  ordinary,"  at 
Middleboro',  and  at  the  same  date  also  licensed  to  sell 
at  retail,  beer,  wine,  and  liquors.  Francis  Coombs 
died  Dec.  31,  1682,  and  his  tavern  license  was  re- 
newed to  Mrs.  Mary  Coombs,  July  1,  1684.' 

Isaac  Howlund  was  among  the  pioneer  settlers  at 
Middleboro'.  He  was  a  son  of  the  Pilgrim,  John 
Howland.  Isaac  Howlaud  married  Klizabeth,  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  Vaughan.  Isaac  Howland  served  under 
Capt.  Benjamin  Church  in  King  Philip's  war,  and 
was  with  that  officer  wlien  be  captured  a  body  of  In- 
dians that  he  took  to  Bridgewater.  Concerning  tliat 
matter  Capt.  Church  said,  that  he  •'■  pursuing  sent 
Mr.  Isaac  Howland  with  u  party  on  one  side  of  the 
swamp  while  himself  with  the  rest  ran  on  the  other 
side,  agreeing  to  run  on  each  side  until  they  met  on 
the  further  end,  placing  some  men  in  secure  stands  at 
that  end  of  the  swamp  where  Philip  entered,  con- 
cluding that  if  they  headed  him  and  beat  hini  back, 
that  he  would  take  back  iu  his  own  track. 

"  Captain  Church  and  Mr.  Howland  soon  met  at 
the  further  end  of  the  swamp,  it  not  being  a  great 
one,  where  they  met  with  a  great  number  of  the 
enemy,  well  armed,  coming  out  of  the  swamp  ;  but 
on  sight  of  the  English  they  seemed  very  much  sur- 
prised and  tacked  siiort. 

"  Captain  Church  called  hastily  to  them  and  said, 
if  they  fired  one  gun  they  were  all  dead  men,  for  he 
would  iiave  them  to  know  that  he  had  them  hemmed 
in  with  a  force  sufficient  to  command  them,  but  if 
they  peaceably  surrendered  they  should  have  good 
quarters,  (Sic." 

In  short  the  Indians  surrendered,  but  King  Philip 
with  a  lew  followers  escaped  at  that  time. 

Capt.  Church  continued,  "  Now,  having  no  provi- 
sions but  what  they  took  from  the  enemy  they  has- 

'  That  tavern  was  probably  kept  upun  the  same  spot  03  the 
public-huuao  some  tifty  or  sixty  years  ago  kept  by  Capt.  Aboer 
liarrow:^.  Some  portion  of  that  liouBe  is  very  old,  aud  perhaps 
the  ideutical  building  where  the  Coombs  tavern  was  kept.  A 
daughter  of  Francis  Coouibs  married  a  Barrows,  and  had  a  son 
whose  name  was  Coombs  Uarrows, 


tened  to  Bridgewater,  sending  an  express  before  to 
provide  for  them,  their  company  being  now  very 
numerous. 

"  Capt.  Church  drove  his  prisoners  that  night  into 
Bridgewater  pound  and  set  his  Indian  soldiers  to 
guard  them. 

"They  being  well  treated  with  victuals  and  drink, 
had  a  merry  night,  and  the  prisoners  laughed  as  loud 
as  the  soldiers,  not  being  so  treated  a  long  time 
before." 

Isaac  Howland  while  serving  in  this  war  or  iu  the 
local  militia  after  the  war,  attained  to  a  position  that 
entitled  him  to  the  rank  of  nn  ensign.  Isaac  How- 
land was  a  surveyor  of  highways  at  Middleboro'  in 
1672,  constable  in  1674,  and  grand  juryman  iu  1682. 
In  1683,  Isaac  Howland  was  elected  a  selectman,  and 
served  in  that  office  five  years,  re-elected  in  1692, 
1695-96,  1700-3.  Isaac  Howland  was  iu  1689 
cho.sen  a  representative  to  the  General  Court  for  the 
colony  of  New  Plymouth,  and  served  therein  five 
years,  and  when  that  colony  had  been  merged  in  the 
government  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  he  served  one  term  more.     He  died  in  1724. 

John  Thompson  was  an  early  comer  to  and  a  pio- 
neer settler  in  Middleboro'.  He  was  a  selectman  of 
this  town  in  1674  and  again  iu  1675,  and.  King 
Philip's  war  coming  on,  probably  no  selectmen  were 
chosen  for  1676  or  1677,  and  if  there  were,  the 
record  of  such  election  is  now  lost.  He  was  re-elected 
a  selectman  in  1680,  and  served  in  that  office  for  eight 
consecutive  years.  John  Thompson  was  a  represen- 
tative to  the  General  Court  from  Middleboro'  in  1674, 
and  again  in  1675  ;  also  re-elected  representative  in 
1680,  and  served  until  1686,  or  seven  years  more. 
He  was  also  grand  juryman  in  1680. 

A  lineal  descendant  of  John  Thompson,  at  the  bi- 
centennial celebration  of  the  incorporation  of  this 
town  (Oct.  13,  1869),  gave  the  following  account: 

"  I  am  the  sixth  generation  in  lineal  descent  from  John 
Thompson,  who  was  born  in  the  North  of  England  in  1513,  and 
landed  at  Plymouth  in  May,  1635. 

"  He  married  Mary  Cook,  third  daughter  of  Francis  Cook. 

"  They  bad  twelve  children, — six  sons  and  six  daughters. 

"He  located  about  twenty  rods  west  of  the  Plymouth  line,  in 
what  was  then  Middleboro'  (but  now  Halifax),  where  he  built 
a  log  house,  which  was  burnt  by  the  Indians  at  tlte  commence- 
ment of  Philip's  war. 

"The  day  previous  he  was  absent  from  home. 

"  When  he  returned  at  night  he  inquired  of  his  wife  if  siie 
had  seen  any  Indians. 

"She  replied  that  there  had  been  a  number  of  srjuaws  there, 
and  they  were  uncommonly  friendly  and  very  helpful, — went 
with  her  to  the  garden  and  assisted  in  pickiug  bean^. 

"  lie  replied,  *  There  is  trouble  ahead  ;  we  must  puck  up  im- 
mediately and  go  to  the  garrison.' 

"The   teams  were   put  in   readiness,  and  a  portion  of  their 
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furniture  aod  goods  were  loaded,  while  a  part  wad  secreted  in  a 
iWHiiip  near  the  dwelliag-lioude,  and  before  early  dawn  tliey 
were  moving. 

"Tiicy  had  not  gone  many  miles  before  the  column  of  snjoke 
made  sure  to  them  the  fate  of  their  dwelling. 

"  At  the  garriion  those  capable  of  bearing  anus,  sixteen  in 
number,  met  and  chuae  John  Thompson  tbcir  commander.^ 

"  He  applied  to  tiie  Governor  and  Council  at  Plymouth  for  a 
comuiifdiOD,  but,  con:iidering  tlie  small  number  of  men,  they 
gave  him  a  lieutenant's  commission. 

".Soon  after  Philip's  war  closed  he  built  a  IVame  house  a  few 
roda  nortli  of  where  the  former  was  buiiit. 

"It  was  lined  with  brick,  with  loop-holes,  ^o  as  to  be  proof 
against  musket-balls. 

"At  that  houpe  I  lirst  beheld  the  pleasant  light  of  day,  was 
there  cradled  and  rocked." 

The  speaker  at  the  same  time  exhibited  tlio  sword, 
the  gun,  and  brass  pistols  formerly  owned  by  Jolin 
Thompson.  This  guu-stock  and  barrel  is  seven  feet 
four  and  a  half  inches  iu  length.  The  barrel  is  six 
feet  one  and  a  iialf  inches  long ;  the  lock  is  ten  inches 
long;  whole  weight  of  gun,  twenty  pounds  and  twelve 
ounces ;  the  calibre,  twelve  balla  to  the  pound. 

John  Nelson  was  another  of  those  pioneer  settlers 
at  Middleboro'  deserving  our  notice.  John  Nelson 
was  a  son  of  William  Nelson,  of  Plymouth,  and  wife, 
Martha  Ford.  William  Nelson  and  Martha  Ford  [ 
were  married  Oct.  29,  1640,  and  John,  the  son,  was 
born  in  1647. 

John  Nelson  was  constable  of  Middleboro'  iu  lliliQ, 
the  year  of  the  town's  incorporation,  and  held  that 
office  again  in  1684.  He  was  a  selectman  of  Mid- 
dleboro' for  the  years  1681-83,  and  again  in  1685- 
36,  and  grand  juryman  iu  1675. 

John  Nelson  was  three  times  married.  His  first 
wife  wa.i  Sarah  Wood,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Wood,  of 
Middleboro'.  John  Nelsou  and  Sarah  Wood  were 
united  in  marriage  Nov.  28,  1667,  and  she  died 
March  4,  1675.  John  Nelson's  second  wife  was  Mrs. 
Lydia  Baruaby,  the  widow  of  James  Barnaby,  of 
Plymouth,  and  daughter  of  Robert  Bartlett  and  wife, 
JJary  Warren.  Lydia  was  born  June  8,  1647.  After 
the  death  of  wife,  Lydia,  John  Nelson  took  for  a  third 
wife  Patience  Morton,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  Mor- 
ton, of  Plymouth,  and  wife,  Ann  Cooper. 

The  cliildren  of  John  Nelson  by  wife,  Sarah  Wood,  I 
were  John  and  Martha,  both  of  whom  died  in  child-  j 
hood,  John   dying  June   5,  1676,  and   Martha,  Feb. 
I'J,  1676.  ' 


•  That  garrison  was  for  a  abort  time  probably  maintained 
upon  a  i»ieco  of  land  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Col. 
Peter  II.  Peirce,  and  is  that  spot  from  which  tradition  says  that 
a  white  man  tired  at  and  killed  an  Indian  who  was  standing 
upon  wliat  is  still  called  the  "  Indian  Hock,"  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Nemasket  P^iver.  The  place  was  soon  abandoned  to 
thti  Indians,  the  white  people  all  Ueeing  to  Plymouth. 


I  The  children  of  John  Nelson  and  second  wife, 
j  Lydia  Bartlett  Barnaby,  were  Samuel  Nelson,  boru 
j  July  4,  1683,  and  Joanna  Nelson,  born  in  16S'J. 
I  The  son,  Samuel,  married  three  times,  viz.,  first,  iu 
I  1704,  Hannah  Ford;  second,  Bathsheba  Nichols;  and 
!  third,  Sarah  Holmes. 

i  The  children  of  John  Nelson  and  third  wife,  ]^a- 
!  tience  Morton,  were  Lydia,  born  in  1694,  and  Sarah, 
I  in  1695. 

William  Hoskins  located  in  ftliddleboro'  at  a  coui- 

;  paratively  early  date,  and  he  was  the   first  ur  earliest 

.   town   clerk   of    Middleboro'  of   whose   election    thoie 

remains  a   record.      He   was   unanimously  chosen    to 

j  that  office  May  24,  1681. 

j  The  town  voted  to  give  William  Hoskins  a  load  of 
j  fish,  taken  at  the  herring  weir  and  delivered  at  his 
house,  for  one  year's  service  as  town  clerk.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  public  records  of  Jliddle- 
boro'  from  the  date  of  incorporation,  in  1669,  to  King 
Philip's  war,  in  1675,  a  period  of  about  six  years,  are 
lost,  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  burned  by  the 
Indians  in  that  war.  Authentic  dates  in  the  history 
of  this  town  before  that  year  are  derived  Iroui  du- 
plicate copies  or  returns  of  elections  that  were  .-ent  to 
Plymouth  before  that  war  began  and  were  thus  pre- 
served, and  but  for  which  very  little  could  now  be 
learned  of  what  transpired  in  Middleboro'  during  the 
first  seven  or  eight  years  immediately  succeeding  the 
date  of  its  incorporation. 

John  Benuet  held  a  leading  position  among  the 
early  settlers  of  European  descent  in  ftliddloboro'. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  the  son  of  Peter  Beiinct,  of 
Bristol,  in  England,  from  whence  John  emigrated  to 
Virginia  iu  1665,  and  concerning  whom  the  curliest 
records  of  the  First  Congregational  Churcli  in  .Mid- 
dleboro' has  the  following  entry  : 

"John  Bennet,  Sen'.,  our  brother,  ordained  Deacon, 

Deacon   in   the  church   of  Middleboro',   March 

10,  being  the  second  Sabbath  in  that  month,  and 
chosen  by  a  full  consent  to  that  office  some  consider- 
able time  before,  who  formerly  dwelt  at  Beverly, 
wliom  God  in  a  way  of  his  providenee  sent  to  dwell 
in  Middleboro'  to  be  serviceable  there  in  cliuieh  and 
town." 

This  election  to  the  office  of  deacon  appear^  to 
have  been  in  1695.  He  was  chosen  town  clerk  of 
Middleboro'  March  28,  1693,  and  served  theiein 
thirteen  years;  elected  a  selectman  in  1692  and 
served  two  years,  elected  again  in  1695,  1697,  and 
1698.  He  died  March  21,  1718,  aged  seventy-six 
years.  [lis  wife  was  Deborah  G rover.  Tlicy  were 
married  at  Beverly  in  1671.  She  died  Match  22, 
1718,  aged  seventy  years. 


HISTORY   OF   MIDDLEBORO'. 


949 


John  Morton.  His  Dume  appears  auoDg  those 
who  represeiitiid  the  town  in  the  General  Court,  a 
position  tliat  he  filled  for  the  years  1072  and  1673. 
and  he  was  a  surveyor  of  the  highways  in  1G75. 
Tradition  says  that  he  was  a  son  of  George  iMorton, 
who  came  to  America  in  the  "Ann"  in  1G23.  John 
Morton  was  an  early  coiner  to  Middleboro',  where  he 
built  a  house  near  the  river,  and  coocerning  the  de- 
struction of  which  are  two  somewhat  disagreeing 
traditions.  One  tradition  is  that  the  house  was  acci- 
dentally destroyed  by  fire  while  the  family  were  absent 
and  at  meeting  on  Sunday.  The  other  tradition  is 
that  the  house  was  burned  by  the  Indians  in  King 
Philip's  war.  He  is  said  to  have  built  the  southeast 
or  oldest  portion  of  what  caine  to  be  known  as  the 
"  old  Murton  house,"  a  large  dwelling  of  rectangular 
shape,  about  sixty  feet  in  length  and  thirty  feet  wide, 
with  a  gambrel  roof  and  two  stories  high.  This 
house  wa.s  taken  down  in  1870.  It  appeared  to  have 
been  erected  at  three  different  times.  The  oldest 
part  had  been  standing  nearly  two  hundred  years. 

Jonathan  Dunham  was  a  selectman  of  Middleboro' 
for  the  years  1671  and  1675. 

Geor;.;e  Vaughan  appears  to  have  been  the  first  or 
earliest  tavern-keeper  in  Middleboro',  his  license  for 
the  setting  up  which  business  dating  from  July  5, 
1669.     He  was  constable  of  the  town  in  1675. 

Joseph  Vaughn  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  Mid- 
dleboro' for  many  years.  He  was  first  elected  to  that 
oflBce  in  the  year  1689,  and  last  in  the  year  1722, 
having  performed  the  duties  of  that  station  twenty- 
five  years.  He  united  with  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  Middleboro',  March  9,  1710.  He  was 
twice  married, — first,  in  1G80,  Joanna  Thomas.  She 
died  April  11,  1718,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  her  age; 
and  he  for  a  second  wife,  in  1720,  married  Mercy 
Fuller,  the  widow  of  Jabez  Fuller.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Wood,  and  she  died  March  2,  173-1,  in  the 
eighty-first  year  of  her  age. 

In  the  local  militia  of  Middleboro'  Joseph  Vaughn 
was  comiuiisioued  ensign  as  early  as  the  year  1700, 
promoted  to  lieutenant  iu  or  about  the  year  1705,  and 
to  captain  in  March,  1716.  He  commanded  a  com- 
pany that  embraced  all  the  local  militia  of  the  town. 

Samuel  Wood.  He  was  a  selectman  of  Middle- 
boro' in  1G84,  and  again  in  1689,  1691,  1693,  and 
1C9-1,  and  surveyor  of  highways  in  1673  and  1674, 
and  constable  in  1682.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Mid- 
dleboro'. Rebecca,  his  wife,  united  with  that  church 
May  27,  1716.  She  died  Feb.  10,  1718,  in  the 
sixty-seventh  year  of  her  age.  Samuel  Hall  died 
Feb.  3,  1718,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age. 


Ebenezer  Tinkham  was  elected  a  selectman  of 
Middleboro' in  1690  and  1691,  and  again  iu  1696 
and  1700.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Middleboro',  chosen 
in  or  about  1695.  He  died  April  8,  1718,  in  the 
seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Liscora,  who  was  also  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Middleboro'.  She 
died  in  1718,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

At  a  period  a  little  later  than  the  arrival  of  those 
pioneer  settlers  in  Middleboro'  whose  names  have 
been  given,  there  came  to  this  town  from  Sulem  a 
man  named  John  Raymond,  who  in  King  Philip's 
war  had  rendered  remarkable  good  service  in  the 
company  commanded  by  Capt.  Joseph  Gardiner,  being 
present  and  participating  in  what  is  probably  the 
greatest  battle  ever  fought  on  New  England  soil,  the 
taking  of  the  Indian  fort  in  the  Narragansett  country 
on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  Dec.  19,  1675.  John 
Raymond  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  soldier  who 
succeeded  in  entering  the  gate  of  the  fortification  on 
that  bloody  afternoon,  in  the  most  sanguinary  conflict 
that  New  England  had  then  or  has  since  seen.  His 
captain,  Joseph  Gardiner,  fell  dead  soon  after  enter- 
ing the  well-constructed  and  desperately-defended 
work,  being  shot  with  a  bullet  through  the  head. 

During  that  singular  infatuation  of  the  people  still 
known  as  the  prevalence  of  the  witch  delusion  in 
Salem,  this  veteran  soldier,  John  Raymond,  fled  for 
his  life  from  those  he  had  thus  defended,  and  for 
whose  protection  he  had  exposed  both  life  and  limb, 
and  in  Middleboro'  sought  safety  from  fanatical  per- 
secution and  insane  madness.  It  is  gratifying  to  con- 
template that  in  Middleboro'  this  brave  man,  ill- 
treated  and  unappreciated  patriot,  found  a  city  of 
refuge  and  haven  of  rest,  that  here 

"  The  broken  solJier  was  kindly  biido  to  stiiy ;" 

that  here,  during  the  evening  of  his  days,  with  none 
to  hurt,  harm,  molest  or  make  afraid,  he  could  under 
his  vine  and  fig-tree 

"  Weep  o'er  bis  wounds  iind  tnles  of  honor  done, 
Sbouldcr  bis  crutch  and  show  how  tields  were  won." 

After  coming  to  reside  iu  Middleboro'  John  Ray- 
mond, the  Narragansett  soldier,  became  a  member  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church,  here  gathered  a 
"  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  Lord  ;"  and  here  at  his 
death  had  his  burial;  and  here  his  grave  remains  until 
this  day.  The  date  of  his  admission  to  membership 
in  the  Congregational  Church  was  April  29,  1722, 
when  he  was  said  to  have  been  in  the  seventy- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  if  so,  he  must  have  been 
born  in  or  near  the  year  1648,  and  was  a  little  less 
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than  tliirty  yeai-s  of  age  wliea  participating  in  the 
arduous  toils  and  dangerous  duties  of  King  Philip's 
war. 

June  5,  1725,  the  noble  old  veteran  wont  to  an 
inspection  by  the  great  Searcher  of  all  hearts,  and 
pab=ud  in  grand  review  before  the  God  of  armies  and 
Lord  of  liosts.  Seventy  and  seven  was  the  number 
of  the  years  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage,  in  whieh  he  was 
required  to  watch  and  fight  and  pray. 

The  name  of  Sauiiiel  Eddy  appears  among  those  of 
the  twenty-six  men  who  in  Jlarch,  1GU2,  purchased 
of  the  Indian  sachem,  Wampatuck,  a  tract  of  country 
that  afterwards  became  the  First  Precinct  in  Middle- 
boro'. 

Samuel  Eddy  was  the  son  of  a  Non-Conformist 
minister,  the  Rev.  William  Eddy,  of  Craubrook  in 
the  County  of  Kent,  England. 

Samuel  Eddy,  together  with  his  brother,  John, 
sailed  from  Boxted,  in  England,  Aug.  10,  1630,  and 
arrived  at  Plymouth  in  November  following,  having 
been  twelve  weeks  at  sea. 

Governor  Winlhrop  says,  concerning  tiie  vessel 
that  brought  these  brothers,  "  they  had  sixty  passen- 
gers, and  lost  but  one,"  and  he  further  added,  that 
cue  of  the  Eddys  told  him,  "  he  had  many  letters  in 
the  ship  for  me." 

Samuel  Eddy  at  first  settled  in  Plymouth,  where 
he  purchased  a  house  and  land  of  Experience 
Mitchell. 

In  1638  "4  shares  in  the  black  heifer"  were  as- 
signed to  him. 

In  1633  his  servant,  Thomas  Brian,  was  brought 
before  the  Governor  and  assistants  lor  running  away, 
brought  back  by  an  Indian,  and  "  whipped  before  the 
governor." 

The  Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth, 
concerning  whom,  in  the  early  colonial  records,  we 
find  the  following:  "  1651,  Elizabeth,  wile  of  Sam- 
uel Eddy,  arraigned  for  wringing  and  hanging  out  her 
clothes  on  Lord's-day ;  fine  20s.,  but  remitted." 
"  1660,  Elizabeth  Eddy  summoned  for  traveling  from 
Plymouth  to  Boston  on  Lord's-day.  She  answered 
that  Mrs.  Saffin  was  very  weak  and  sent  for  her  with 
an  earnest  desire  to  sec  her  in  her  weakness.  The 
court  thought  they  saw  not  a  sufficient  excuse,  and 
saw  cause  to  admonish  her,  and  so  she  was  dis- 
charged." 

Samuel  Eddy,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  had  sons, — 
Zechuriah,  Caleb,  John,  and  Obadiah. 

Samuel  Eddy  died  in  16S8,  aged  eighty-seven 
years.  He  passed  the  last  years  of  his  life  at  Mid- 
dleboro'  and  in  Swansea. 

Obadiah  Eddy,  the  son  of  Samuel  Eddy,  settled  in 


1  Middleboro',  and   inherited  the  patrimonial  lands   in 

;  this  town. 

He  was  here  before  Kin''  Philip's  war,  and  duriiiir 
I  .  .  . 

that  conflict  took  refuge  at  Plymouth,  returning  again 

I  at  its  close. 

I  He  was  a  surveyor  of  highways  at  Middleboro'  in 
'  1675,  grand  juryman  in  1673,  1670,  1681,  1683, 
;  and  1685,  and  a  selectman  in  1604. 
I  Samuel  Eaton  was  among  the  twenty-sis  men  who 
'  purchased  what  became  the  First  Precinct  in  Mid- 
I  dleboro'  of  the  Indian  sachem,  Wampatuck,  said  pur- 
chase made  in  the  month  of  March,  1662,  and  said 
Samuel  Eaton  also  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
'  of  Middleboro'. 

He  was  the  son  of  Francis  Eaton  who,  with  his 
wife,  Sarah,  and  his  sou,  Samuel,  constituted  a  part  of 
the  Pilgrim  band  who  came  to  .America  and  landed  at 
Plymouth  in  the  month  of  December,  1620,  from  the 
deck  of  the  "  Mayflower." 

Samuel,  the  son,  was  for  a  time  settled  in  Duxbury, 
and  afterwards  came  to  Middleboro'.  He,  in  1661, 
married  Martha  Billinj'ton. 


CHAPTER     IIL 

CIVIL    HISTOUY. 

At  a  session  of  the  Colonial  Court,  hulden  at 
Plymouth  in  the  month  of  June,  1669,  an  act  of  in- 
corporation was  obtained  that  found  a  place  u[ion  the 
public  record  in  the  words  following  : 

"  At  this  court  the  court  {^runted  that  Nuuia.-^3akett  sUuW  be  a. 
township,  and  tu  be  called  by  Lite  iiume  of  Middlcbcrry,  aiul 
bounded  with  Plymouth  bound^i  on  the  ea^tCl•Iy  side,  and  witli 
the  hound  of  Taunton  on  the  westerly  ^ide,  and  with  the 
bounds  of  Bridgcwuter  on  the  uurtherly  side  or  end,  and  uu  the 
southerly  aide  or  end  to  extend  six  luilca  from  the  wading-plaee, 
and  at  the  end  of  said  six  miles  to  run  enst  tu  Plymouth  line, 
and  from  the  said  line  west  to  Tuuntun  line,  and  in  case  the 
west  line  runs  to  the  southward  of  Taunton  line,  then  to  run 
until  we  come  up  to  the  southeruiost  jiart  of  Taunton  hound:, 
and  then  stjuare  off  north  to  it." 

The  wading-plaee  noticed  in  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion was  where  the  bridge  on  the  Plymouth  road  now 
crosses  the  Nemasket  River,  near  the  Star  Mills. 

This  description  does  not  properly  apply  tu  the  town- 
ship of  Middleboro'  at  the  present  time,  for  the  reason 
that  a  portion  of  the  town  in  a  northerly  direction  was 
in  1734  set  off  and  made  to  constitute  a  part  of  the 
township  of  Halifax,  and  in  1853  about  one-third  of 
its  remaining  territory  upon  the  southwesterly  side  was 
detached,  set  otf,  and  made  to  form  a  new  and  distinct 
town,  known  as  Lakeville. 
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For  uiauy  years  previous  to  the  setting  off  of  Lake- 
villo,  MidJIeboro'  in  its  territorial  limits  was  the 
lari;cst  tuwn  in  the  State,  containing  nearly  ouo  hun- 
dred s(|uare  miles. 

About  six  years  intervened  between  the  date  at 
which  Middleboro'  was  incorporated  as  a  town  and  \ 
the  breaking  out  or  comuieneement  of  Kiug  Philip's 
war,  and  yet  the  inhabitants  ot"  European  descent  had 
increased  only  to  about  sixteen  families,  and  these 
([uickly  left  all  their  possessions  here  and  fled  for 
refuge  to  Plymouth,  and  there  remaining  until  that 
bloody  and  disastrous  conflict  was  ended. 

Tlie.se  proprietors,  being  still  at  Plymouth,  wore 
there  convened  together  upon  the  27th  day  of  June, 
1677,  and  voted  ''  that  we  do  unanimously  agree  by 
the  peruiissioii  of  God  and  by  his  gracious  assistance 
to  make  a  beginning  again  in  order  uuto  the  repos- 
session of  our  lands  and  re-edification  of  our  demol- 
ished buildings  and  habitation  which  some  of  us  were, 
before  the  late  and  sad  war,  in  actual  improvement 
and  possession  of,  and  to  make  such  orders  aud  conclu- 
sions as  may  hopefully  have  a  tendency  uuto  the  lay- 
ing a  foundation  of  a  town  and  pious  society  in  that 
place." 

Not  last  or  least  among  tlie  numerous  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  people  of  Middleboro'  in  that  "sad 
war"  was  the  total  destruction  of  the  public  records 
of  the  town,  a  loss  that  they  sadly  lamented  and  en- 
deavored to  make  up  for  and  supply  from  recollection 
and  extracts  from  the  colonial  records  kept  at  Plym- 
outh, whereby  much  was  regained  and  retrauscribed, 
while  the  evidence,  doubtless,  of  many  equally  valu- 
able fact.s  was  irretrievably  lost,  the  fire  kindled  by 
an  infuriated  Indian's  torch  having  forever  wiped 
these  from  earth's  book  of  remembrance,  and  con- 
signed to  a  grave  that  never  gives  up  ita  dead,  whose 
ashes  are,  by  the  mantle  of  oblivion,  hid  beyond  the 
hope  and  power  of  a  resurrection. 

Chief  among  the  civil  oflBcers  of  a  New  England 
town  are,  and  for  many  years  has  been,  the  selectmen 
or  "  fathers  of  the  town,"  as  these  are  not  uufre- 
qucntly  designated. 

Laws  concerning  these  otBcers  began  to  find  a  place 
upon  the  statute-book  of  Plymouth  Colony  as  early 
as  16G2,  or  seven  years  before  the  town  of  Middle- 
boro' was  incorporated.  Here  Ls  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
1CG2: 

"  It  is  coacted  by  the  court,  That  io  every  Towne  of  this  ju- 
risdiction there  be  three  or  live  CeleclioeD  chosen  by  the  Towns- 
men out  of  the  freemen,  such  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Court, 
for  the  better  munn;5ing  of  the  afairea  of  the  respective  Town- 
shipes :  and  that  the  Celectmen  in  every  towne,  or  the  major  i 
p'te  of  thoui,  are  hereby  impowered  to  beare  and  determine  | 
all   debtee    and    diQerenues    ari:iing    between    p'^ioo  and   p'aon  ' 


wttbin  their  r&^pective  Townshipes  not  exccedin<;  forty  shil- 
ling!*; as  alsuu  they  are  lieerby  impowered  to  hcure  and  deter- 
uiine  all  differences  arising  betwixt  any  Indiana  mid  the  Kiig- 
linh  uf  theiro  respective  towntdiipes  about  damage  done  in 
Corn  by  the  Cowea,  Swine,  or  any  other  beastes  lu'lonj^ing  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  respective  town^bipe^  ;  and  the  de- 
tcriiiiiiatioa  uf  the  abovesuid  dirtcreDces  nut  being  aatislycd  as 
was  agreed,  the  p'ty  wronged  to  repaire  to  some  -Magistrate  for 
a  warrant  to  receive  such  award  by  distraint. 

"  It  id  further  enacted  by  the  Court,  That  the  said  Celectmen 
in  every  Township  approved  by  the  Court,  or  any  of  ihem,  .-liall 
have  power  to  give  forth  sumuiuus  in  his  Ma'tic's  name  to  rc- 
([uiro  any  p'sons  complained  of  to  attend  the  licaring  of  the 
cu:ie,  and  to  summon  witnesses  to  give  testimony  upon  th:it  ac- 
count, aud  to  determine  of  the  Controversye.s  according  to  legal 
evidence;  and  that  the  p'sons  complaining  shall  serve  the  sum- 
mons themselves  upon  the  p'sons  complained  against,  aud  ia 
case  of  theire  non-appearance  to  proceed  on  notwithstanding 
in  the  hearing  and  determination  of  such  contruvcr>y  as  comes 
before  them,  and  to  have  twelve-pence  apiece  for  every  award 
they  agree  upon." 

Tlic  act  of  1666  provided, — 

"That  one  or  two  of  the  selectmen  whom  the  Court  shall  ap- 
point in  each  Township  of  this  Jurisdiction  bee  heerby  impow- 
ered to  aduiinister  an  oath  in  all  ca:<es  committed  to  them,  as 
alsoc  to  grant  an  execution  for  auoh  p'sons  as  neglect  or  refuse 
to  pay  theire  just  dues  according  the  vcrdictc  of  tlie  said  p'sons; 
and  that  the  said  Selectmen  in  every  towne  bee  under  oath  for 
the  true  p'rfurmance  of  tlieire  odico  ;  and  if  any  p'son  lindd 
himselfe  agreived  with  verdict  of  said  Selectmen,  Then  they  have 
thciie  liberty  to  appeale  to  the  next  Court  uf  his  Ma'tie  huldea 
utt  Plymouth,  provided  that  forthwith  they  put  in  Cecuritie  to 
prosecute  the  appeale  to  effect  and  alsoc  enter  the  grounds  of 
theire  apeales  ;  and  in  ctue  any  towne  doc  neglect  to  chosc  and 
p'sent  suoh  yearly  unto  the  Courts  of  Election,  That  every 
such  Towne  shal  bee  lyable  to  pay  a  tino  of  live  pounds  to  the 
Countrey's  use. 

"It  is  enacted  by  the  Court,  That  the  Celectmen  in  every 
Township  of  this  goverment  shall  take  notice  of  all  ?ul-1i  p':sona 
th^t  arc  or  shall  come  into  any  of  the  Townships  wiihoiit  the 
approbation  of  the  Gov'r  and  two  of  the  Assistance,  according 
to  order  of  the  Court,  aud  the  said  Celectmen  shall  warne  the 
said  p'sons  to  aply  themselves  for  approbation  a»jcording  to 
order,  which,  if  tliey  shall  refuse  or  neglect,  the  said  Celectmen 
are  heerby  impowered  to  require  the  p'son  or  p'sons  to  ajipc-er 
att  the  next  Court  to  bee  holden  att  Plymouth,  and  to  require  Ce- 
curitie for  theire  appeerance,  which,  if  any  refu.-i;  to  doe,  the 
Celcetnien  sbal)  inform  the  Constable  of  the  Towne  where  heo 
livelb,  which  said  Constable  shall  forthwith  carry  the  said  p'son 
or  p'sons  before  the  Gov'r  or  some  one  of  the  Assistance  of  this 
Gov'rment. 

'*  Whereas,  the  Court  takes  notice  off  great  neglect  of  fre- 
quenting the  publicko  worship  of  Uod  upon  the  Lord's  day  :  it 
is  enacted  by  the  Court  and  the  authoritio  thcrcoff,  That  the  Ce- 
Icct  men  of  each  Township  of  this  Gov'r  mcnt  shall  take  notice 
of  such  in  their  Towushipps  as  neglect,  through  prophannes  and 
slotlifulnes,  to  come  to  the  publicko  worship  of  God,  and  shall 
require  an  account  of  them,  aud,  if  they  give  them  not  falislac- 
tiou,  that  they  returne  theire  names  to  the  Court." 

Act  passed  id  1681 : 

"  It  shulbe  lawful!  for  either  plaintiffe  or  defendant  to  re- 
quire a  subpena  of  any  Celectmen  of  the  same  Town  where  tho 
witnesses  live  to  require  any  p'son  to  appeer  before  some  one  of 
the  Cclectment  of  the  same  Towne  to  give  evidence  before  some 
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ODO  or  more,  whoe  bball  convey  it  to  the  Celect  Court  of  that 
Tovviie  where  the  ciise  is  depending. 

**  It  is  ordered  by  the  Court  and  the  uuthoritie  thereof  that 
tbo  choice  of  Celectuien  be  speciticd  in  the  wununta  that  are 
Bent  dowuc  tu  the  several  Tuwue^  for  the  cliuice  of  his  Ma'iiu's 
officers,  and  theire  nuinei  to  be  returned  into  the  Court  under 
the  Coustuble'i  hand,  and  to  be  called  in  Court  to  take  theiro 
outh,  as  i3  in  isuuh  cuiee  provided ;  and  if  in  case  any  providcuou 
prevent  theire  apueerance,  then  to  appeer  before  ijomo  Magis- 
trate of  this  Gov''ment  within  one  month  after  the  said  Court, 
to  take  oatli,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  dhilling>." 

The  act  of  1083  provided, — 

"That  the  Poor  May  be  provided  for  as  Qece--v=ity  requireth. 
This  Court  ordcrcth  that  the  Celecttuen  in  eaeh  Towuo  sliall 
take  care  and  .-^ee  that  tiie  poor  in  theire  respeetivc  Towues  bo 
provided  for,  and  are  lieerby  Iinpowercd  to  relieve  and  provide 
for  them  according  as  necessitie,  in  theire  doscretion,  doth  re- 
quire, and  the  Towne  shall  defray  the  charge  thereof. 

"And  the  Celect  Men  of  the  several  Towns  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  give  in  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  us  mispend  their 
time,  whether  House  liolders  or  others,  and  all  single  per.-ons 
that  live  from  under  Family  Government  or  will  not  be  gov- 
erned by  their  Parents  or  Masters  where  they  live,  that  so  the 
Court  may  pioeeed  with  them  as  the  case  may  require." 

SELCCTMEN.i 

1074. — John  Thompson,  Jonathan  Dunham,  and  Francis 
Coombd. 

1G75. — John  Thompson,  Jonathan  Dunbaui,  and  Francis 
Coombs. 

16SU.- — John  Tliompson,  Francis  Coombs,  and  Samuel  Fuller. 

]GSI. — John  Thompson,  Francis  Coombs,  and  John  Nelson. 

ICSlJ. — John  Thompson,  Franuis  Coombs,  and  John  Nelson. 

lf)S3. — John  Thompson,  John  Nelson,  and  Isaac  llowlaud. 

1684. — John  Thompaon,  Isaac  Ilowland,  and  Samuel  Wood. 

1i>-Sd. — John  ThonipaoM,  John  Nelson,  and  Isaac  Ilowland. 

lU^ti. — John  Thompson,  Jolui  NeUou,  and  Isaac  Ilowland. 

liiSr. — John  Thotnp.~on,  Isaac  Ilowland,  and  John  Allen. 

ItiSS. — No  record  tu  be  found. 

16sy. — Samuel  Wood,  Joseph  Vaughn,  and  Nathaniel  Warren. 

lUlMI. — Joseph  Vaughn,  Ebene/cr  Tinkham,  and  John  Allen. 

lo'Ji. — Joseph  Vaughn,  Ebenuzer  Tinkham,  and  Samuel  VVood, 

lli'J'J. — I.>aac  Ilowland,  Jo.-.eph  Vauglin,  and  John  Ucnuctt. 

H't'J'.i. — Joseph  Vaughan,  John  Bennett,  and  Samuel  Wood. 

16'J4. — Joseph  Vaughun,  Samuel  Wood,  and  Obadiah  Eddy. 

16yj. — Ens.  Isaac  llowlaud,  Joseph  Vaughan,  and  John  Ben- 
nett. 

lij'jti. — Isaac  Ilowland,  Joseph  Vaughan,  and  Ebenezer  Tink- 
ham. 

1697. — Joseph  Vaiiglian,  John  Bennett,  and  Jacob  Thompson. 

16U.S. — Joseph  Vaughan,  John  Bennett,  and  Jacob  Thompson. 

lOyy. — Joseph  Vaugiian.  Samuel  Wood,  and  Jacob  Thomp^^on. 

17111). —  Isaac  liowUnd,  Ebenezer  Tinkham,  and  Jacob  Thomp- 
son. 

17Ul. — Isaac  Ilowland,  Lieut.  Jacob  Thompson,  and  Ens. 
Vaughan. 

17il2. — Isaac  Ilowland,  Joseph  Vaughan,  and  John  Allen. 

ITlKI. — Isaac  llowlaud,  David  Thomas,  and  Thomas  Tliompson. 


1  From  1660  to  l67o  no  returns  of  elections  to  be  found  among 
the  culouiul  tiles  or  records,  and  those  kept  (if,  indeed,  any  wci'o 
kept)  in  town  were  lost  and  probably  burned  by  the  Indians 
in  iCing  Philip's  war.  , 

-  The  records  of  the  town  from  1G76  to  167U  were  lost  in  King 
Philip's  war, — probably  burned,  the  town  vacated  by  its  inhab- 
itants of  European  descent.  I 


1704. — Joseph  Vaughan,  Thomas  Pratt,  and  Thomas  Thompson. 

17U5.— No  record. 

1706. — Ens.  Joseph  Vaughan,  Samuel  Wood,  and  Jacob  Thomj)- 

sou. 
17U7. — Ens.  Joseph  Vaughan,  Samuel  Wood,  and  Jacob  Thomp- 
son. 
170S. — Lieut.    Joseph    Vaughan,    Samuel     Wood,    and     Jiicob 

Thompson. 
17UU. —  Lieut.  Joseph  Vauglmn,  Samuel  ^Vood,  and  Capt.  Jacob 

Thouipson. 
niO. —  Lieut.    Joseph   Vaugiian,   Eu3.    Elkunali    Leonard,   and 

Rodolphus  Eluicr. 
1711. — Samuel  Wood,  Jacob  Thompson,  and  Elkanah  Leonard. 
ITIli. — Capt.  Jacob  Thompson,   Lieut.  Joseph    Vaughan,   and 

Ens.  Elkanah  Leonard. 
I7lu.— Capt.  Jacob   Thompson,    Lieut.   Joseph    \'aughan,  aud 

Ens.  Elkanah  Leonard. 
1714. — Capt.  Jacob    Thompson,   Lieut.   Joseph    Vaugliau,  aud 

Ens.  Elkanah  Leonard. 
1715. — Capt.  Jacob  Thompson,  Peter   Bennett,  :ind  Uodolplius 

Elmer. 
1716. — Capt.  Jacob  Thompson,  Lieut.  Joseph    Vaughan,   aud 

John  Bennett,  Jr. 
1717. — Capt.  Jacob    Thompson,    Capt.  Joseph    Vaughan,   and 

John  Bennett,  .Jr. 
1718. — Capt.   Jacob    Thompson,    Capt.   Joseph    Vaughan,   and 

John  Bennett. 
1710. — Jacob   Thompson,  John    Bennett,  and    Ichabo'l   South- 
worth. 
1720. — Capt.  Jacob    Thompson,  Capt.   Joseph    Vaughan,   and 

John  Bennett. 
1721. — Capt.  Jacob  Thompson,  John  Bennett,  and  Lieut.  Icha- 

hod  Southworth. 
1722.— Capt.  Jacob    Thompson,   Capt.  Joseph    Vaughan,    and 

Lieut.  Icbabod  Southworth. 
1723. — Capt.  Jacob  Thompson,  John  Benuett,  and  Deacon  Sam- 
uel Barrows, 
1724. — Cupt.  Jacob  Thompson,  John  Bennett,  and  Deacon  Sam- 
uel Barrows. 
1725. — Capt.  Jacob   Thompson,   Lieut.  Nathaniel    Siuithwurtli, 

and  Deacon  Samuel  Burrows. 
1726. — Capt.  Jacob  Thompson,    Deacon   Samuel    Ilariuvvs,  and 

Lieut.  Nathaniel  Southworth. 
1727. — Capt.  Jacob   Thiimpson,    Deacon   .'^aniuel     Banows,   and 

Lieut.  Nathaniel  Southworth. 
1728. — Deacon    Samuel    Barrows,   Capt.  Ichabod    Southworth, 

John  Bennett,  John  Tinkham,  and  Elkanah  Leonard. 
1720. — Deacon    Samuel    Barrows,  t.';ipt.    Ichabod    Southworth, 

John    Bennett,   Lieut.   Nathaniel    Southworth,  and    John 

Tinkham. 
1730, —  Deacon    Samuel    Barrows,  Capt.   Ichabod   Southworth, 

Lieut.   Nathaniel    Southworth,  John    Bennett,    ;ind    John 

Tinkham. 
17.'11. —  Ucaeon    Samuel    Barrows,    Capt.    Ichabod    South  worth, 

Lieut.    Nathaniel    Southworth,  John    Bennett,    and   John 

Tinkham. 
1732. — Deacon    Samuol    Barrows,  Capt.    Ichabod   Soutliworth, 

John  Bennett,  John  T'inkhani,  and  Thomas  Nelson. 
I73;i,  —  Deacon   Samuel    Barrows,    Capt.    lebahod    South woith, 

John  Bennett,  Elkanah  Leonard,  and  Jacob  T'hompson. 
1734. — Deacon    Samuel    Barrows,    Capt.    Ichahml   Soutliworth, 

John  Bennett,  Elkanah  Leonard,  and  Jacob  Thouip-on. 
1736. — Capt.  luhabod  Southworth,  John  Bennett,  Jacob  Thoinp- 

aon,  Elkanah  Leonard,  and  Benjamin  White,  E>q. 
1730. — John     Bennett,     Capt.     Nathaniel     Southworth,    Jacob 

Thompson,  Elkauuh  Leonard,  aud  Beujauiin  White,  E^^q. 
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1737. — John  Bennett,  Ciipt.  Nathnniel  Southworth,  Jacob 
Tlioiiipsuo,  KikuDuh  LeoDarii,  Edq.,  BenJuiuiQ  White,  Esq. 

1733. — Joho  BeuDett,  Cupt.  NathuDiel  Soutbwortb,  Jacub 
TbouipsoD,  Elkunah  Leonard,  nod  Uenjatnin  White,  E:^q. 

1739. — John  Bennelt,  C:ipt.  Nathuuiel  Southworth,  Juuub 
Thompson.  Hlkanuh   Leonard  Esq.,  and   Bcnjuinin  White, 

1740. — John    Bennett,    Capt.    Nathaniel    Southworth,    Jacob 

'L'huiup:jon,  Elkunuh    Leonard,  E^q.,  and  Bciijumiu  White, 

Eaq. 
1741. — John     Bennett,     Capt.    Nathaniel     Southworth,    Jacob 

Thompson,  Elk:inaU   Leonard,  E:>q.,  and   Beojumin  White, 

Esq. 
1742. — t'iipt.  Xjtthaniel   Soutbtvurth,  Jacob   Thompsun,  Bctija- 

luiii  While,  Esq.,  Eita.  Jonathan  Smith,  and  Deacon  Juhu 

Iluckett. 
1743. — John  Bennett,  Capt.  Ichabod  Southworth,  Capt.  Nathan- 
iel   Southworth,    Lieut.  Jacob    Thoutpson,   and    Benjaiuin 

White,  Esq. 
1744. —  Deacon    Samuel   Barrowa,  Capt.   Ichabod    Southworth, 

<.'apt.  Nathaniel   Southworth,   Deacon  Samuel   Wood,  and 

Capt.  Ebenezer  Murtou. 
1745. — Capt.  Ichabod  Southworth,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Soutbwortb, 

Lieut.  Jacol)  Thompson,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Morton,  and  Peter 

Oliver,  E^q. 
174C. — Cupt.  Ichabod  Southworth,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Southworth, 

Lieut.  Jacub  Thompson,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Morton,  and  Peter 

Oliver,  Edq. 
1747, — John    Bennett,   Capt.    Icbabod  Southworth,  Capt.   Na- 
thaniel   Southwuith,    Lieut.  Jacob  Thompson,  and   Cupt. 

Ebenezer  Morton. 
1748. — Capt.  Ichabod    Southworth,   Peter  Oliver,  Esq.,  Lieut. 

Jonathan  Smith,  Nathaniel  Smith,  and  Deacon  ItenjamiD 

Tucker. 
1749. — Capt.     Ichabod    Southworth,    Lieut.   Jonathan  Smith, 

Nathaniel    Smith,    Deacon    Benjamin    Tucker,    and  John 

Weston. 
175U. — Capt.    Ichabod    Southworth,    Lieut.    Jonathan    Smith, 

Nathaniel    Smith,    Deacon    Benjamin    Tucker,   and    John 

Wcjton. 
1751. — Lieut.  Jonathan  Smith,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Smith,  Deacon 

Benjamin  Tucker,  Thumai  Nelson,  Jr.,  and  Elias  Miller. 
1752. —  Lieut.  Jonathan  Smith,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Smith,  Deacon 

Benjiiiuin  Tucker,  Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  and  Eliaa  Miller. 
1753. —  Lieut.  Jonathan  Smith,  Thomai  Nelaon,  Jr.,  and   Elioi 

Miller. 
1754. — Lieut.  Jonathan  Smith,  Thoma!^  Nelson,  Jr.,  and  Ellas 

Miller. 
17J5. —  Elias  Miller,  Elder  Mark  lla^kcll,  and  Joseph  Tinkhnm. 
17  Jli. —  Elias  Miller,  Elder  Mark  iladkoll,  and  Joseph  Tinkham. 
1757. — Elius  Miller,  Lieut.  Tboma:i  Nelson,  and  Joi^eph  Thomp- 
son. 
1758. — IJeut.  Thomas  Nelson,  John  Thompson,  Gershom  Cobb, 

Da\  id  Alden,  and  Ens.  Iii;utc  Peircc. 
175'J. — Lieut.  Thomas   Nelson,  John  ThompsuD,   David  Alden, 

John  Montf;omery,  and  Henry  Thomas. 
I7t>0. —  Lieut.     Thomas     Nelson,    John     Montgomery,     llenrj* 

Thomas,  Lieut.  Benjamin  White,  and  Ichabod  Wood. 
1761. —  Lieut.    Thomns    Nelson,    John     Montgomery,    Henry 

Thomas,  Lieut.  Benjamin  White,  Ichabod  Wood. 
1762. —  Lieut.  Benjamin  White,   Ichabod  AVood,  Samuel  Show, 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Smith,  and  William  Harlow. 
1763. —  Lieut.  Thomas  Nelson,  Lieut.  Beujamin  White,  Ichabod 

Wood,  William  Harlow,  and  Capt.  Gideon  Southworth, 
1764. —  Lieut.  Thomas  Nelson,  Lieut.  Benjamin  White,  Ichabod 

Wood,  John  Thompson,  and  Gideon  Southworth. 


1765. — Lieut.  Thomas  Kelson,  Lieut.  Benjamin  White,  Ichabod 
Wood,  Capt.  Gideon  Southworth,  and  Hon.  Peter  Oliver. 

1766. — Capt.  Nathaniel  Smith,  Ichabod  Wood,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproiitt,  and  Joshua  White. 

1767. —  Capt.  Nathaniel  Smith,  JoBhua  White,  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Sproutt,  Nathaniel  Wood,  and  Edward  Washburn. 

1768. — Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt,  John  Montgomery,  Joshua 
White,  Ens.  Nathaniel  Wood,  and  Zebulon  Leonard. 

176'J. — John  Montgomery,  Joshua  White,  Zebulon  Leonard, 
Ens.  Netbanicl  Wood,  and  Nathaniel  Bumpus. 

1770. — John  Montgomery,  Joshua  While,  Icliabod  Wood,  Zebu- 
Ion  Leonard,  and  Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt- 

1771. — John  Montgomery,  Ichabod  Wood,  Zebulon  Leonard, 
Capt.  Ebonezer  Sproutt,  and  Capt.  Benjamin  While. 

1772. — John  Montgomery,  Ichabod  Wood,  Zebulon  Leonard, 
Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt,  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Wliite. 

1773. — Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt,  Capt.  Benjamin  White,  Zebulon 
Leonard,  Capt.  William  Canedy,  and  Jacob  Bennett. 

1774. — Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt,  Cupt.  Benjamin  White,  Wil- 
liam Harlow,  George  Leonard,  and  Nathaniel  Sampson. 

1775. — Maj.  Ebenezer  Sproutt,  Capt.  Joshua  White,  William 
Harlow,  George  Leonard,  and  Nathaniel  Sampson. 

1776. — William  Harlow,  George  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Sampson, 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Wood,  and  Abner  Kingman. 

1777. — William  Harlow,  Nathaniel  Sampson,  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Wood,  Lieut.  Abner  Kingman,  and  Amoa  Nelaun. 

1778. — Capt.  Nathaniel  Wood,  Lieut.  Abner  Kingman,  Maj, 
John  Nelrion,  Deacon  Amos  Nelson,  and  Isaac  Thomp- 
son. 

1779. — Isaac  Thompson,  Edmund  W"ood,  Thomas  Nelson,  John 
Alden,  and  Henry  Strobridge. 

17S0. — Isaac  Thompson,  Edmund  Wood,  Thomas  Nelson,  John 
Alden,  and  Henry  Strubridge. 

17S1. — Isaac  Thompson,  Thomas  Nelson,  Lieut.  John  Murdock, 
Lieut.  Ezra  Harlow,  and  Rufus  Uichmond. 

1782. — Isaac  Thompson,  Thomas  Nelson,  Lieut.  John  Murdock, 
Capt.  E/ra  Harlow,  and  Uufus  Richmond. 

1733. — Isaac  Thompson,  Thomas  Nelson,  Lieut.  John  Murdock, 
Rufus  Richmond,  and  Zaehuriah  Weston. 

1784. — laaac  Thompson,  Thomas  Nelson,  Capt.  Ezra  Harlow, 
Rufus  Richmond,  and  Cupt.  Abner  Bourne. 

1785. — Isaac  Thompson,  Thomas  Nelson,  Capt.  Ezra  Harlow, 
Rufus  Richmond,  and  Capt.  Abner  Bourne. 

1786. — I:!'aao  Thompson,  Thomas  NeUon,  Capt.  Ezra  Harlow, 
Rufus  Richmond,  and  Capt.  Abner  Bourne. 

1787. —  Capt.  Ezra  Harlow,  Joshua  White,  Esq.,  Lieut.  Peter 
Hoar,  Isaac  Soul,  and  Noah  Clark. 

17SS. — Isaac  Thompson,  Thomas  Nelson,  Rufus  Richmond,  Capt. 
Abner  Bourne,  and  Nehemiah  Bennett. 

17S9. — Isaac  Thompson,  Esq.,  Thomas  NeUon,  Rufus  Rich- 
mond, Capt.  Abner  Bourne,  and  Nehemiah  Bennett. 

170(1. — Isaac  Thompson,  Rufus  Richmond,  Lieut.  John  Mur- 
dock, Nehemiah  Bennett,  Capt.  Perez  Churchill,  Capt. 
Jauies  Pcirce,  and  Lieut.  Robert  Strobridgc. 

[791. — Isaac  Thompson,  Esq.,  Nehemiah  Bennett,  David  Rich- 
mond, Zebulon  Leonard,  and  Hugh  Montgomery. 

I7'.l2. —  Isaac  Thompson,  Esq.,  Neheiuiah  Bennett,  David  Uicli- 
mond,  Zebulon  Leonard,  and  Hugh  .Muntgomcry. 

1793. — Isaac  Thompson,  Nehemiah  Bennett,  David  I'iichmond, 
Zebulon  Leonard,  and  Hugh  Montgomery. 

1794. — Hod.  Isaac  Thompson,  Nehumiah  Bennett,  David  Rich- 
mond, Zebulon  Leonard,  and  Hugh  Montgomery. 

1795. — Hon.  Isaac  Thompson,  Nehemiah  Bennvtt,  Esq.,  Capt, 
Peter  Hoar,  Hugh  Montgomery,  and  Zcphaniah  Shaw. 

1796. — Hon.  Isaac  Thompson,  David  Richmond,  Hugh  Mont- 
gomery, Capt.  Peter  Hoar,  Capt.  John  Carver. 
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IT'jr. — Hun.  Icauc  TUoiiipsun,  Nelieiniali  Bcnnutt,  Ksq.,  David 

UiL-hmuad,  IIu<;)i  Mnuti^uiut- ly,  and  Uul'u^i  Riclituuml. 
179S. — Nchciniiih  ilcnnetl,  Esq.,  Duvid  Uiulmiond,  llu^h  Mont- 

•^uuicry,  Rufua  Richinund,  and  Suinntl  Tucker. 
17'J'J.— Lieut.    Juliii    Tiiikhu.m.     Ens.    Julm     Morton,     Sauuici 

Tucker,  SauiUL-l  PickeiiM,  and  Zei»haniah  Shaw. 
ISuo. —  Licul.    Julm     TicLlijiiu,    Cupt.    Jobn     Morton,    Samuel 

Tucker,  .Siiiuuc'l  I'icUen?,  and  /.eiiliani.ili  Sliaw. 
181)1 . — Maj.  Peter  Hoar,  Lieut.  John  Tiukbaiu,  Samuel  Tucker, 

Samuel  Pickens,  and  Luke  Uced. 
ISU'J. — ALij.   Pciei-    Iloai-,    Lieut.   John    Tiokham,    €.ii>t.   Jolin 

Mo: ton,  Samuel  Tucker,  and  Luke  Uecd. 
ISo;'.. — Maj.    PetiT    Hoar,  Lieut.  Julin    Tiukliani,    L'apl.   Jolin 

Morton.  Samuel  Tucker,  and  Luke  Reed. 
1804. — Lieut.   John    Tinkliain,    Capt.    Jobn    Morton,    Samuel 

PiekcD:?,  Luke  Reed,  and  Elijah  Shaw. 
1:500. — Capt.  John   Morton,  Samuel  Pickens,  Luke  Reed,  Capt, 

William  Thompson,  and  Ens.  Samuel  Cubb. 
1SU6. — Capt.  Jobn    Morton,  Samuel  Pickens,  T*uke  Ueed,  Capt. 

William  Thompson,  and  Eoti.  Samuel  Cobb. 
ISOT. — Maj.  Peter   Hoar,  Samuel    Pickens,  Capt.  Calvin    Pratt, 

Jo!*epb  Cusbman,  and  Lieut.  Scth  Miller. 
ISO.S. — Maj.  Peter   Hoar,  Samuel    Pickens,   E?q.,  Capt.  Calvin 

Pratt,  Lieut.  Joseph  Cushman  (lid),  and  Martin  Kcitb. 
liHI'J. — Maj.  Peter    Hoar,  Samuel    Pickens,    Emj.,   Capt.  Calvin 

Pratt,  Lieut,  Joseph  Cusbmun  (2d),  and  Martin  Keith. 
\S\{), — iLij.   Peter    Hoar,   Samuel    Pickens,   Esq.,   Luke  Reed, 

Lieut.  Setb  Miller,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  We.ston. 
ISil. — iMaj.    Peter   Hoar,   Samuel    Pickens,  Esq.,   Capt.  Calvin 

Pratt,  Lieut.  Setb  Miller,  Jr.,  and  Thomas   Weaton, 
181L'. —  Peter   Hoar,  Esq.,  Samuel   Piekens,   E.-^q.,   Luke   Reed, 

Seth  Miller,  Jr.,  E.-(j.,  and  Thomas  \Voston,  Esq. 
1SI3. — Peter  Hoar,   Esq.,  Samuel    Pickens,  Esq.,  Luke   Reed, 

Seth  Miller,  Jr.,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Weston,  Esq. 
ISM. — Peter  Hoar,  Esq.,  Samuel   Pickeus,  Esq.,  Thomas  Wes- 
ton, Esq.,  William  NeUun,  and  Seth  Eaton,  Jr. 
1S15. — Petej   Hoar,  Esq.,  Samuel   Pickens,  Esq.,  Tliomas  Wes- 
ton. Esq.,  William  Nelson,  and  Setb  Eaton  Jr. 
I.SIO. — Samuel    Pickens,  Esq.,   Thomas    Weston,  Esq.,  William 

Nelson,  Setb  Eaton,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Bates. 
1SI7. — Thomas  AVeston,  Eaq.,  William  Nelson,  Setb  Eaton,  Jr., 

Samuel  Bates,  and  Capt.  Ebenezer  Pickens. 
ISIS. — Thomas  Weston,  E&q.,  William  Nelson,  Seth  Eaton,  Jr., 

Capt.  Ebenezer  Picken:*,  and  Capt.  Knoeb  Hadkins. 
ISiy. — William  NeUon,  Setb  Eaton,  Jr.,  Capt.  Enoch  Hawkins, 

Capt.  Samuel  Thompson,  and  Abner  Clark. 
IS'JO.— Seth   Miller,  Jr.,   Esq.,  Seth    Eaton,  Jr.,   Capt.   Enoeii 

Ha.sUins,  Capt.  Suuuiel  Thompson,  and  Abner  Clark. 
1821. — Seth    Miller,  Jr.,   Esq.,   Setb    Eaton,  Jr.,    Capt.    Enoch 

Hawkins,  Capt.  Samuel  Thompson,  and  Abner  Clark. 
1S22.— Seth    Miller,  Jr.,    Esq.,  Seth    Eaton,   Jr.,  Capt.   Enoch 

Haskius,  Capt.  Samuel  Thomp^un,  and  Lieut.  Abner  Clark. 
182:'..— Scth    Miller,  Jr.,  Eiq.,  Seth    Eaton,  E>q.,  Capt.   Enoch 

Haskins,  Capt.  Samuel  Thompson,  and  Abner  Clark,  E^q. 
IS21. — Scth    Miller,  E.-^q.,  Seth    Eaton,  Esq.,  ('apt.  Enoch    lias* 

kins,  Capt.  Samuel  Thompson,  and  Abner  Clark,  Esq. 
1825. — Scth   Eaton,    Esq.,  Capt.  Enoch    Haskins,  Capt.  Samuel 

Thompson,  Abner  Clark,  E^iq.,  and  Samuel  Harlow. 
lS2ti. — Capt.  Enoch   Haskins,  Capt.  Samuel  Thompson,  Luther 

Washburn,  and  Nathan  Washburn. 
1827. — Luther  Washburn,  Nathan  Washburn,  Samuel   Harlow, 

Bradford  Harlow,  and  Andrew  Haskins. 
IS2S. —  Lulher  Washburn,  Nathan  Washburn,  Samuel   Harlow, 

Andrew  Huskins,  ami   Rcuel  Thompson. 
1829. — Luther  Washburn,  Nathan  Waahburn,  Andrew  Haskius, 
Reuel  Thompson,  and  Col.  Benjamin  P.  Wood. 


1S30, — Luther  Washburn,  Nathan  Washburn,  Andrew  Haskins, 

Reuel  Thompson,  and  Col.  Bcnj.uuin  P.  Wood. 
1S31. —  Luther  Washburn,  Seth  Eaton,  Andrew  Haskins,  Brad- 
ford Harlow,  and  Col,  Benjamin  P.  \Vood. 
1832. — Seth    Eaton,  E.^q.,  Andrew    Haakins,  Bra.lfurd    Harlow, 

Col.  Benjamin  P.  Wood,  and  Ealhau  Pcirco. 
1833. —  Bradford    Harlow,    Col.    Brnjamm    P.    Wuud,    Andicw 

HaskiD!',  Capt.  Eathan  Pein-u,  and  Lieiit.-Col.  Oliver  Eaton. 
1S34.— Bradford   Harlow,  Capt.  Jonathan    Cobb,  Capt.   Eathan 

Peircc,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Staples,  and  (lauialicl  Kuunsevill. 
1S35. —  Bradford   Harlow,  Capt,  Jonalliun  Cobb,  Luther  Wa.-h- 

burn,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Staples,  and  CanialicI  Uounsevill. 
1S3C,— Bradford  Harlow,  Capt.  Joiiatliaii   Cobb,  Luther  Wa.-lj- 

burn,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Staples,  and  Gamaliel  llMun.'evill. 
1837.— Bradford   Harlow,  Capt.  Jonathan  Cobb,  Luther  \\'iiA\- 

burn,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Staples,  and  Ijamaliel  Roun::cwll. 
1833. — Bradford     Harlow,     Capt.    Jonathan     Cobb,     Cimalicl 

Rounscvill,  Zattu  Pickens,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Doggctt. 
1839. —  Bradford  Harlow,  Gamaliel    Rounscvill,  Zaitu  Pickens, 

Jr.,  Thomaa  Doggett,  and  Stillman  Benson. 
IS40. — Bradford  Harlow,   Gamaliel   Ruunsevill,  /.attu    Pickens, 

Jr.,  Thomas  Doggett,  and  Stillman  Benson. 
1841. — Bradford  Harlow,  Gamaliel  Rounscvill.  /.attu   Piekens, 

Jr.,  Thomud  Doggett,  and  Stillman  Benson. 
1842.— Bradford  Harlow,  Gamaliel   Rounscvill,  Zattu   Pickens, 

Jr.,  Thomas  Doggett,  and  Stillman  Benson. 
1843.— Bradford   Harlow,  Gamaliel  Ruunsevill,  /..ntu    PicUcns, 

Jr.,  Thomas  Doggett,  and  Stillman  Benson. 
1844. — Bradford  Harlow,  Gamaliel   Rouii.-^evill.  /altu   Pickens, 

Jr.,  Thomas  Doggett,  and  Stillman  Benson. 
1345. — Thomaa    Doggett,    Stillman     Bensou,    Jirah     Win^low, 

Richard  Sampson,  and  Venus  Thompson. 
1846. — Thomoa    Doggett,    Stillman     Benson,    Jirah    \\'in5low, 

Richard  Sampson,  and  Venus  Thompson. 
1847. — Jirah   Winslow,  Venus  Thompson,  Ichabod    F.  .Vtwuod, 

Williams  Eaton,  and  Nathaniel  Sampson. 
184S. —  Ichabod   F.  Atwood,   Williams   Euton,   Otis  Suule,   Na- 
thaniel Sampson,  and  Job  Peirce. 
1849. — Ichabod    F.  Atwood,   Williams  Eaton,    Otis  Soule,  Na- 
thaniel Sampson,  and  Abiel  P.  Booth,  1-^sq. 
1350. — Otis   Soule,   Zephaniab   Shaw,    Asa  T.    Uin-luw,   Ansel 

Benson,  and  Apollos  Haskins, 
1831. — Asa   T.   Winslow,   Apollos  Hawkins,    Zcjdianiali    Shaw, 

Capt.  Jonathan  Cobb,  and  Samuel  Thompson. 
1352. — Otis  Soule,  Apollos  Haskins,  Capt.  Jonallian  Cobl),  A.-a 

T.  Winslow,  and  Everett  Robinson. 
1853.— Otis    Soule,    Capt.    Jonathan    Cobb,   Asa   T.    \\'inslow, 

Andrew  Haskins,  and  Evereit  Robin.^on. 
1854. — Stillman    Benson,    Thomas    J.    Wood,    and    Joseph    T. 

Wood. 
1855. — Joseph  T.  Wood,  Nathaniel  Shurtlclf,  and  Lewis  Soule. 
1S50. — Col,  Benjamin  P.  Wood,  Lewis  Soule,  and  Cornelius  B. 

Wood. 
1857. — Col.  Benjamin  P.  Wood,  Lewis  Soule.  and  Curiielius    B. 

Wood. 
1358. — Col.  Benjamin  P.  ^Vood,  Lewis  Soule,  auil  Cornelius   B. 

Wood. 
1859. — Col.  Benjamin  P.Wood,  Cornelius  B.  Woi>d,and  George 

W.  Wood. 
I860. — Col.  Benjamin  P.  Wood,  Cornelius  B.  Wood,  and  George 

W.  Wood, 
18GI. — Col.  Benjamin  P.  Wood,  Cornelius  B.  Wood,  and  George 

W.  Wood. 
1S62.— Col.    Benjamin     P.    Wood,     Sidney    Tucker,     an.l     Ira 

Smith. 
1363.— Joseph  T.  Wood,  Ira  Smith,  and  Alpheus  K.  Bishop. 
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1864. — Joseph  T.  Wood,  Ira  Suiith,  and  Alpheua  K.  Biabop.       | 
I860.— Joseph  T.  Wood,  Joahuu  .M.  Eddy,  iind  Abiah^i   Miller. 
IS66 Joseph   T.  Wood,   Joshua    II.    Eddy,   and  .Vbishai    T.   j 

Clark. 
1867.— Jnscpli  T.  Wood,  Joshua  M.  Ed.ly,  and  Thoina.i  Smith,     ' 
IS68. — J...scph  'r.  Wood,  Thomas  .'^Hiith,  and  Joshua  M.  Eddy. 
l.Sti'J. — Joseph  T.  Wood.  Thomas  Smith,  and  Lewis  Leonard.        [ 
1^*70. — Joscpli  T.  Wood,  Lewis   Leonard,  and   Isaiic  S.  Cush-   | 

uuin. 
1S7I. — lostpli    T.    Wood,    Lewis    Leonard,    and    Sylvester    F. 

Cobb. 
IS72. — Jojeph  T.  Wood,  Lewi8  Leonard,  and  Stillinan  Benson. 
1S73. — Iose|ib  T.  Wood,  Lewis  Leonard,  and  Stillman  Benson. 
1871. — .loseph    T.    Wood,    Lewis    Leonard,    and    Sylvester    F. 

Cobb. 
1873. — Joseph    T.    Wood,    Lewis    Leonard,    and    Sylvester    F. 

Cobb. 
1S7C. — .Vlbcrt  T.  Sttvery,  Alpheus  K.  Bishop,  and  Warren   H. 

South  worth. 
1377. — I„seph    T.  Wood,    Albert  T.  Savcry,   and   Alpheus  K. 

Bishop. 
1878.— Joseph   T.  Wood,  Albert  T.  Savery,  and   Alpheua   K. 

Bishop. 
1879.— Joseph   T.   Wood,  Albert  T.  Savery,  and    Abishai    T. 

Clark. 
ISSU.— Joseph  T.  Wood,  Albert  T.  Savery,  and  Nathaniel  S. 

Cushiii;;. 
1881.— Joseph  T.  Wood,  Albert  T.  Savory,  and  Nathaniel  S. 

Cusliinjj. 
1882.— Joseph  T.  Wood,  Albert  T.  Savery,  ond  Nathaniel  S. 

Cushing. 
1883.- Joseph  T.  Wood,  Albert  T.  Savery,  and  Nathaniel  S. 

Cusliin^. 
18S4. — Joseph  T.  Wood,  Albert  T.  Savery,  and  Nathaniel  S. 

Cusliing. 

Town  Clerks. — The  General  Court  of  Plymouth 
Colony,  in  16-16,  made  the  following  law  concerning 
the  oflBco  of  town  clerk  : 

"  It  is  inacted  by  the  Court,  That  there  abalbe  in  every  Towno 
within  this  government  a  Clakk,  or  eomo  one  appointed  and 
ordained  to  keep  a  Rkgistkk  of  the  day  and  yeare  of  the  mar- 
riage, byrth,  and  buriall  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
within  their  Township." 

The  same  authority,  in  1G71,  added, — 

"  And  the  Town  Clerk  or  Register  keeper  of  every  Town  shall 
exhibit  a  true  and  perfeet  copy  into  March  Court  annually  of 
all  the  Marriages,  Births,  and  Burials  of  the  year  past. 

"  Aud  lastly,  That  the  Town  Clerk  shall  publish  all  ContracU 
of  Marriages  in  tlio  Town." 

Although  MidJleboro'  waa  incorporated  aa  a  town- 
ship in  June,  1GG9,  no  record  has  been  preserved  of 
the  eluclion  of  a  town  clerk  until  William  Hoskins 
was  unanimously  chosen  to  that  office,  May  24,  1081, 
and  the  town  in  its  corporate  capacity  agreed  with 
him  that  his  compensation  for  keeping  its  public 
records  should  be  a  load  of  fish,  taken  at  the  herring 
weir  and  delivered  at  his  house,  for  each  year's  service. 
He  probably  served  as  town  clerk  about  twelve  years, 
being  succeeded  in  that  office  by  John  Bennct,  who 
was  elected  thereto  March  28,  1693.    All  town  records 


kept  in  Middleboro'  from  tlie  date  of  incorporation, 
June,  1CG9,  to  the  commencement  of  King  Philip's 
war,  in  June,  1675,  were  lost  in  that  war,  and  prob- 
ably burned  by  the  Indians,  which  accounts  for  the 
deQciency  of  a  public  record  for  the  first  six  ycar.i  in 
this  town's  history. 

TOWN    CLERKS. 
Oiviny  date  of  election  nnd  term  of  aervice, 
William  Iloskins,  May  24,  1681,  twelve  years. 
John  Bennett,  March  28,  1033,  thirteen  years. 
Jacob  Thompson,  March  14,  1700,  thirty  years. 
Nathan  Bassett,  .March  — ,  1736,  one  year. 
Jacob  Thompson,  March  16,  1737,  seven  years. 
Seth  Tinkham,  March  14,  1744,  one  year. 
Jacob  Thompson,  Maroh  5,  1745,  three  years. 
Ebenezer  Sproutt,  March  28,  1748,  seven  years. 
Joseph  Tinkham,  Maroh  31,  1755,  twelve  years. 
John  Morton,  March  23,  1767,  eight  years. 
Abuor  Barrows,  March  13,  1775,  six  years. 
Nathaniel  Wilder,  March  5,  1781,  six  years. 
Jacob  Bennet,  March  5,  1787,  one  year. 
Nathaniel  Wilder,  March  10,  1788,  two  years. 
Cyrua  Keith,  March  1,  1790,  Afteen  years. 
Sylvauus  Tillson,  March  11,  1805,  seventeen  years. 
Isaac  Stevens,  May  8,  1822,  eight  years. 
Reelund  Tinkham,  March  3,  1830,  two  years. 
Foster  Tinkham,  March  5,  1S32,  three  years. 
Allen  Shaw,  March  9,  1835,  eleven  years. 
Jacob  B.  Shuw,  March  9,  1846,  three  years. 
Everett  Robinson,  March  5,  1849,  two  years. 
George  Pickens,  March  10,  1851,  four  years. 
Andrew  M.  Eaton,  March  18,  1855,  six  years. 
Sidney  Tucker,  March  11,  1361,  two  years. 
John  Shaw,  Jr.,  March  9,  1863,  one  year. 
Cornelius  B.  Wood,  March  7,  1864,  seventeen  years. 
Charles  T.  Thatcher,  March  — ,  1881. 

TOWN    TREASURERS. 
Givinij  ditte  of  eieetioit  and  term  of  nervine, 

Ephraim  Tinkham,  from  ,  to  March  I,  1711. 

Deacon  Jonathan  Cobb,  March  1,  1711,  four  years. 
John  Bennett,  Jr.,  March  7,  1715,  seventeen  years. 
Samuel  Tinkham,  March  17,  1732,  three  years. 
Simon  Lazel,  March  17,  1735,  one  year. 
Jacob  Thompson,  March  — ,  1736,  eight  years. 
Benjamin  Tucker,  March  14,  1744,  one  year. 
Jacob  Thompson,  March  5,  1745,  three  years. 
Elias  Miller,  March  28,  1748,  nine  years. 
John  Thompson,  March  14,  1757,  ten  years. 
Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt,  March  23,  1767,  two  years. 
John  Morton,  March  27,  1769,  six  years. 
William  Bennett,  March  13,  1775,  four  years. 
Nathaniel  Wilder,  March  1,  1779,  twenty  years. 
Qeorge  Morton,  March  11,  179U,  eix  years. 
Levi  Peirce,  March  11,  1805,  two  years. 
.Sylvanus  Tillaon,  March  2,  1807,  fifteen  years. 
Levi  Tinkham,  May  8,  1822,  five  yeara. 
Isaac  Stevens,  April  2,  1827,  three  years. 
Reeland  Tinkham,  March  3,  1S3U,  one  year. 
Foster  Tinkham,  April  4,  1831,  three  years. 
Allen  Shaw,  March  11,  1834,  twelve  years. 
Jacob  B.  Shaw,  Mareh  9,  1846,  three  years. 
Everett  Robinson,  Maroh  5,  1849,  two  years. 
George  Pickens,  March  10,  1851,  four  years. 
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Andrew  M.  Eaton,  March  IS,  1S55,  six  yeara. 
Sidney  Tucker,  March  11,  18C1,  two  years. 
Jolin  Sha.w,  Jr.,  March  9,  1363,  one  ye:ir. 
Cornuliua  B.  Wood,  March  7,  1S64,  seventeen  years. 


Charles  T,  Thatcher,  March  ■ 


1881. 


Deputies  to  the  Plymoutli  Colony  Court. — John 
Morton  represented  tlie  town  of  Middleboro'  at  the 
Colonial  Court  of  Plymouth  in  1072,  and  ajraiit  in 
1C73.  and  he  was  succeeded  by  John  Thompson  in 
l»i74  and  1G75,  when,  the  English  settlement  at  Mid- 
dlcboro'  being  entirely  broken  up  by  King  Pliilip's 
war,  no  deputy  appears  thenceforth  to  have  been 
chosen  for  that  town  until  lUSO,  when  John  Thomp- 
son was  re-elected  to  that  office,  and  served  seven 
years,  viz.,  to  and  including  1080. 

Then  came  tlie  troubles  witli  and  interruption  of 
the  government  by  Sir  Edmund  Audros,  during 
which  Middleboro'  had  do  deputy,  and  the  records  of 
this  town,  in  common  with  those  of  many  otlier  towns, 
show  a  hiatus.  From  1089  until  1G9-,  Isaac  IIow- 
laud  served  the  town  of  Middleboro'  as  a  deputy  in 
the  Colonial  Court,  when  what  had  been  the  colony 
of  New  Plymouth  became  a  part  of  the  "  Province 
of  the  Massacliusetts  Bay  in  New  England,"  and  dep- 
uties were  thenceforth  known  as  representatives  to  the 
Great  and  General  Court. 

IIEI'RESENTATIVES    TO   TUE    GENEUAL    COURT    OF 
THE   PROVINCE  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY   IN 
NEW   ENGLAND. 
IG'JL'.  John  Thuinp^^ou.  .   I74.*I.   Elkaimli  I.eouaid,  Esq. 

Isaac  Ilowiand.  17-14.  Dea.  Samuel  Wood. 

l(j'JIi-17  14.  No  record.  1740.   Dea.  Samuel  Wood. 

1710.  John  l>eimei,  Jr.  1740,  Uenjaiuin  Tucker. 

1710.   Ca|»t.  Jaeob  Thoiujison.  !  1747.  Suniuei  Ueniiett. 
1717.  Malaelu  lluUoway.  1748.  Samuel  Ueniiett. 

I7iy.  John  Bennet.  174U.   Peter  Oliver. 

17l'J.  Capt.  Jacob  Thomp.^ou.  '  1700.    Voted  not  to  send. 
,  1761.   Peter  Oliver,  Esq. 
I  1752.  No  record. 
I70w.  Capt.  Nathaniel  Smith. 
17J4.  Capt.  Nathaniel  Smith. 
17  J6.   Ebcnezer  Sproutt. 
I  175G.   Ebenezer  Sproutt. 
I   1707.  Capt.  Nathaniel  Smith. 
1708.    Cupt.  Eheuezer  Sproutt. 
I70*J.   Capt.  Ebenezer   Sproutt. 
I  17*iM.   Capt.  Ebenezer  S|)routt. 
!  1751,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt. 
i  I'G'J.   Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt. 
I   17Gu.  Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt. 
17t)4.  Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt. 
1700.   Daniel  Oliver,  Esq. 
170r>.  Ciipt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt. 
1707.  Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt. 
170S.  Cupt.  Bcnjauiin  White. 
170'J.   Capt.  Benjamin  White. 
177U.   Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt. 

1771.  Capt.  Benjamin  White. 

1772.  Cupt.  Benjamin  White. 

1773.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Sproutt. 


172U.   Dea.  Samuel  Barruwd. 

1721.  John  Bennett. 

1722.  Lieut.  I.  Southvvorth. 
172;j.  Edward  Thomas. 

1724,  Nathaniel  Southworth. 

1725.  Lieut.  N.  Southworth. 
1720.  Lieut.  N.  Southworth. 
1727.  Lieut.  N.  Southworth. 
172S.  Lieut.  N.Soulhwortli. 
172'J.  Samuel  W^ood. 

17.1U.  Samuel  Barrows. 
17oI.  Samuel  Barrows. 
1732.  Lieut.  N.  Southwuith. 
173;;.   Dea.  Samuel  Barrows. 
17";4.   Dea.  Samuel  Jiarrowa. 
1730,  Elkanah  Leonard. 
17.30.  Elkanah  Leonard. 

1737.  Elkanah  Leonard,  Esq. 

1738.  John  Bennett. 

173'J.  Elkanah  Leonard,  E^q. 
174U.  Elkanah  Leonard,  Esq. 

1741.  Elkanah  Leonard,  Esq. 

1742,  Elkanah  Leonard,  Esq. 


1774. 

Capt.  Ebenezer  Sproutt, 

ISII. 

Hercules  Cushman,  Esq 

1775. 

Capt.  Joshua  White. 

dipt.  Calvin  Pratt. 

177G. 

.Benjamin  Thomas. 

1812. 

Tliomas  Weston,  Esq. 

1777. 

Benjamin  Thomad. 

Martin  Keith,  E^q. 

Nathaniel  Sampson. 

Calvin  Pratt,  Esq. 

1778. 

Mftj.  John  Nelson. 

Maj.  Levi  Peirce. 

1779. 

Dcii.  Benjamin  Thomas. 

Kev.  Joseph  Barker. 

1780. 

Dr.  Samuel  Clark. 

1813. 

Uev.  Joseph  Barker. 

1781. 

Kbenezor  Wood. 

1814. 

Thomas  Weston,  Esq. 

17S2. 

Ebenezer  Wood. 

1810. 

Thomas  Wciton,  Esq. 

Isaac  Thompson. 

18IG. 

.Samuel   Piukens,  Esq. 

17S3. 

Isaac  Thouipson. 

1817. 

Seth  Miller,  Jr.,  Esq. 

17S1. 

Isaac  Thompson. 

IS18. 

Setii  -Miller,  Jr.,  K^i. 

Zebulon  Sprout. 

I81U. 

Tho?.  \Veston,  Eaq. 

1785. 

Isaac  Thompson. 

182U. 

Had  110  representative. 

17»C. 

Isaac  Thompson. 

1821. 

Martin  Keith,  Eaq. 

1787. 

Joshua  White,  Eoq. 

1S22. 

Seth  .Miller,  Jr.,  Esq. 

Ebenezer  Wood. 

1823. 

Isaac  Steven.<,  Esq. 

Perez  Thomas. 

1824. 

Isaac  Sle\en:^,  Esi[. 

Noah  Fearinj;,  Esq. 

1820. 

Seth  E.iton. 

1788. 

Benjamin  Thomas. 

Arad  Thompson. 

1789. 

Zebulon  Leonard. 

Thos.  Sturteviint,  Esq. 

17'J0. 

Zebulon  Leonard. 

1820. 

Seth  Eaton. 

James  Sprout. 

1827. 

AVilliiim  Nelson,  Esq. 

17'J1. 

James  Sprout,  Esq. 

1828. 

Seth  Eaton,  E^q. 

179'-'. 

James  Sprout,  Esq. 

William  Nelson,  Esq. 

17'ja. 

Nehemiah  Bennett. 

Zaehariali  Eddy,  E^q. 

17'J4. 

James  Sprout,  Esq. 

IS2i». 

Seth  Eaton,  Esq. 

17'J5. 

Niilhaaiel  Wilder. 

William  Nelson,  Esq. 

17'J6. 

Nathaniel  Wilder. 

Zachariah  Eddy,  Eaq. 

17U7. 

Nathaniel  Wilder. 

Gen.  Ejihraiiu  Ward. 

17'J8. 

Nathaniel  Wilder. 

Oliver  I'eiree,  E>q. 

17UU. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Wilder. 

John  Ben-Mjn. 

18UU. 

Nathaniel  Wilder. 

i8:;u. 

Hon.  Hercules  Cuslnuan 

ISOl. 

John  Tinkham. 

1831. 

Hon, Hercules  Cuahman 

18U2. 

John  Tinkham. 

Silas    Piekens. 

13U3. 

Lieut.  John  Tinkham. 

Ziba  Eaton. 

1804. 

Lieut.  John  Tinkham. 

Andrew  Haskins. 

1805. 

Lieut.  John  Tinkham. 

S.imuei  Tlllim[l^on,  Esq 

John  Morton. 

Eli^ha    ClaiUt:. 

Levi    Peircu. 

1832. 

Col.  Benj.  P.  Wood. 

Chillin^worth  Foster, 

Keelaiid  TinkiKiiii,  Esq 

1800. 

Lieut.  John  Tinkham. 

Bradloid  ILuIow. 

Cupt.  John  Morton. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Staples 

Levi  Peirce. 

Luther  Washburn. 

Dr.  Chilinj^worth  Foster. 

Tisdalu  Liueoln. 

1307. 

Jolin  Tinkham. 

1833. 

Col.  Benj.  P.   U'.-od. 

Levi  Peirce. 

Bradford  Harlow. 

Maj.  Jacob  Cushioan. 

Luther  Washburn. 

Samuel   Pickens. 

Epliraim  Li.-aeh. 

1808. 

John  Tinkham,  Esq. 

-lohn  Perkins. 

Levi   Peiree. 

Capt.  Eathan  Peirce. 

Muj.  Jacob  Cushman. 

1834. 

Col.  Benj.  P.  Wood. 

Samuel  Piekins,  Esq. 

Samuel  Tlioiiip.son,  Esq 

180U. 

Maj.  Levi  Peirce. 

Ephranii  Leaeli. 

Samuel  Pickens,  Esq. 

John  I'cikins. 

Maj.  I'eter  lloar. 

Capt.  Eathan  Peirce, 

Thomas  Weston. 

Luther  Muidoek. 

1    181U. 

Samuel  Pickens,  Esq. 

1830 

Samuel  Tliotiipson,  E?q 

1 

Maj.  Peter  Hoar. 

Andrew  ILiskin.-i. 

1 

Thomjis  Weston. 

Capt.  Kathan  Peirce. 

Martin  Keith,  Esq. 

Aufcl  Benson. 

Hercules  Cushman. 

183(1 

Andrew  Hoskln?. 

1311 

Maj.  Peter  Hoar. 

Ansel  Benson. 

Thomas  Weston,  Esq. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Cobb. 

Martin  Keith,  Eaq. 

Reuben  Hatlord. 
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1836.  (jauialiel  Rounsevill. 
Gcorj^c  Atwood. 

1837.  Hen.  K|ilir;iim  Ward. 
Andrew  Ilu^kins. 
Jon:ilhun  Cobb,  Esq. 
Ri'iiben  Jlatfurd. 
Giiiiialiel  Uuuiisevill. 
LuLbrop  Tboinas. 
Gcuige  Atwoud. 

1838.  Ti.-ilalc  Leonard. 
Eliab  Ward,  Ksii. 
Stilluiun  Benson. 

1539.  Ti.-dale  Leonard. 
i;ii;ib  Ward,  Es(i. 
.*lillinan  Hensun. 
Z.  K.  Pratt. 

1540.  Zebiilon  K.  Pratt. 

Dr.  lieorge  SturtevaDt. 
Cousidor  Fuller. 
Tbotuas   Do;;j;ett. 

1541.  Oun.-ider  Fuller. 
Thomas  Doggett. 

1842.  Eliab  Ward,  Esq. 

Dr.  tieorgc  Sturtevant. 
18-13.  Dr.  Morrill  Kobinsun. 

Wni.  Sliurlleff  (2d). 

1844.  Dr.  .Morrill  Uubinson. 
Will.  Sburtletr  (2d). 

1845.  Ca|)t.  Josiab  Pinkbaui. 
A.-a  T.  Wiuslow. 

184C.  Ca|it.  Joriab  Piukbam. 
A.-a  T.  Winslow. 


1847.  Nahum  M.  Tribou. 
184ti.  Cephas  Sbaw. 

Nahum  M.  Tribou. 
1840.   Kono  sent. 
1860.  Joshua  Wood. 

Everett  Rubiason. 
1851.  Joshua  \Vood. 

Kvcrclt  Uobinson. 
1SJ2.  Joshua  Wood. 

Everett  Robinson. 

1853.  None  sent. 

1854.  Joseph  T.  Wood. 
Richard  Sampson. 

1855.  Col.  Natbau  Kin^. 
185C.   Soranus  Standisb. 

Jared  Pratt  (2d). 

1857.  William  II.  Wood. 

1858.  Foster  Tinkhaiii. 
1859.'  Evorett  Robinson. 
1862.'  Capt.  A.  J.  I'ickeiis. 
18(17.'  Andrew  C.  Wood. 
1870.  Isaac  Winslow. 

1877.  Isaac  Winalow. 

1878.  Lakeville  had  the  repre- 

sentative. 

1879.  Matthew  H.  Cushiug. 
188U.  James  L.  Jeiiney, 

1881.  John  C.  Sullivan. 

1882.  John  C.  Sullivan. 

1883.  Lakeville  had  the  reprO' 

tentative. 

1884.  Albert  T.  Savery. 


MEMBERS   OF   CONSTITUTIONAL   CONVENTIONS. 


Nov.  15,  1820.  Levi  Peirce. 

Nov.  15,  1820.  Samuel  Pick- 
eoB. 

Nov.  15,  1820.  Thomas  Wes- 
ton. 


Nov.  15,  1820.  Seib  Miller,  Jr. 
May     4,     1853.     William      11. 

Wood. 
May  4,   1853.     Noah  C.    Per- 
kins. 


1847.   Cephas  Shaw. 

SENATORS. 

1848-49.  William  II.  Wood. 


1790-1805.    Isaac  Thompson. 
1813-10.  Wilkes  Wood. 
1815-17.  Thomas  Weston. 
1820-22.   William  Bourne. 
1820-28.   Peler  II.  Peirce. 
1843.    Eliub  Ward. 


1849-50.  Philander         Wash- 
burn, 

1850-53.  William  II.  Wood. 

1850-57.  Nathan  King. 

1881-83.  Mathcw  H.  Cushiug. 


WE.MBERS  OF  THE  GOVERNOR'S  COUNCIL. 


1759-00.   Peter  Oliver. 
1823-27.  Thomas  Weston. 


186  -0  .  Everett  Robinson. 
18—.       William  U.  Wood. 


MANDAMUS   COUNCILOR. 

Aug.  U,  1774.   Peter  Oliver. 

He  Joes  not  appear  to  have  been  sworn  into  that 
oflBce,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  appiiintotl  was  very 
dutuai:in<;  to  his  reputation  among;  his  neiglibors  and 
townsmen  of  Middlcboro'. 

Ill  the  First  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts, 
that  convened  at  Salem,  Oct.  4,  1774;  at  Concord, 
October  14tli;  at  Cambridge,  October  17th  and  No- 
vember 23d;  and  dissolved  Dec.  10,  1774,  Capt. 
Ebenczcr  Sproutt  was  the  member  from  Middleboro'* 

REPUE.<ENTATIVE  TO  THE  NATIONAL  CONGRESS. 
1806-09.   Joseph  Barker. 

'  Some  of  these  years  not  accounted  for,  Lakeville  bad  the 

repreaeDtati  ve. 


JUDGES  OF  THE  COURT  OF  PROBATE. 

1821-43.  Wilkes  Wood.  |  1858-72.  Wui.  Ueury  Wood. 

HIGH    SHERIFF. 

1845-54.  Branch  Harlow. 

CLERK    OF    COUNTY    COURTS. 

1811-13.  Hercules  Cushman. 

COUNTY  COMMLSSIONERS. 

1828-:t4.  Thomas  Weston.  I  187  -     .  Joseph  T.  Wood. 

1847-56.  Ebenezer  Pickens.       | 

The  board  of  county  commissioners  liave  duties 
very  similar  to,  if  not,  in  fact,  identical  with,  those  of 
a  former  board  of  public  ofiBcers  known  as  commis- 
sioners of  highways,  which  board,  as  also  the  Court 
of  Sessions,  was  abolished,  to  give  place  to  that  of 
county  commissioners.  Thomas  Weston,  of  Middle- 
boro', was  a  member  of  the  board  of  commissioners 
of  highways  when  the  same  was  abolished. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — The  commi.-?sion  of  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  has  in  Massachusetts  been  usually 
made  to  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  seven  years, 
if  the  person  appointed  behave  himself  well  in  the  said 
office.  At  the  expiration  of  seven  years  many  commis- 
sions have  been  renewed,  and  then  in  numerous  in- 
stances persons  have  served  in  that  commission  for  long 
periods,  and  not  infrequently  until  the  date  of  their 
death.  In  what  follows  only  the  dates  of  the  first  or 
original  appointments  are  given,  although  many  of 
the  persons  named  had  the  appointment  several  times 
renewed. 

July  22,  1720.  Jacob  Thompson. 
June  22,  1736.  Elkanab  Leonard. 
Aug.  18,  1744.  Peter  Oliver. 
June  26,  1755.  John  Fearing. 
Oct.  31,  176U.  Joseph  Tinkham. 
Aug.  28,  1775.  Ebenezer  Sproutt. 
Aug.  28,  1775.  Joshua  White. 
April  7,  1787.  Samuel  Clark. 
April  26,  1787.  I«aao  Tbouipaon. 
July  5,  1789.  James  Sproat. 
July  18,  1791.  John  Nelson. 
Feb.  20,  1795.  Nehemiah  Bennett. 
March  2,  1800.  Wilkes  Wood. 
May  24,  1800.   David  Richmond. 
Feb   2U,  1804.  James  Washburn. 
Jan.  23,  1808.  Samuel  Pickens. 
Feb.  23,  1808.  John  Tinkbam. 
March  5,  1808.  William  Thompson. 
Fob.  17,  1810.  Zucbariab  Eddy. 
Sept.  3,  1810.  Martin  Keith. 
Feb.  5,  1811.  Peter  Hoar. 
Feb.  22,  1811.  Thomas  Weston. 
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Nov.  H,  ISII.  Seth  Miller,  Jr. 
Oct.  2'J,  IS  11.  Hercules  Cuohuiun. 
J:lii.  25,  ISlL'.  Cttlviii  I'rutt. 
Aug.  :.,  1812.   Willium  Cunily. 
June  9,  1S13.  Jacob  Bennett. 
June  U,  ISIIJ.  Gyrus  Keitb. 
Juoe  9,  ISlli.  Tbomad  titurtevant. 
Oct.  29,  ISU.   Abie!  Wasbburn. 
Feb.  IG,  ISIG.   William  Bourne. 
June  10,  1S17.  Charles  Hooper. 
Feb.  3,  ISIS.  Noah  Clark. 
Jan.  23,  l3l9.  Joshua  Eddy,  Jr. 
June  19,  1S19.  Levi  Peiree. 
.-^ept.  7,  1S2I.  .Uuos  Washburn. 
Nov.  21,  1S2I.  Thomas  Llennett. 
Jan.  16,  1S22.  Ebenezcr  Pickens. 
Jan.  23,  1S22.   Isaac  Stevens. 
Jan.  1«,  1I-2:!.   Abner  Clark. 
Aug.  2G,  I.S23.   Abiel  P.  lioothe. 
Feb.  17,  IS24.  William  Nelson. 
Feb.  17,  1S24.  Oliver  Peiree. 
July  1,  1S2J.   Peter  II.  Peiree. 
Feb.  15,  1S2G.  Samuel  Thompson. 
Jan.  2,  132S.  Seth  Eatou. 
June  II,  1329.   Paul  Hathaway. 
Juno  9,  183U.  Arad  Thompson. 
June  IC,  1831.   Kuland  Tinkhai.i. 

April  21,  1832.  Joshua  Hawkins,  Jr. 

March  26,  lS3:i.  lieiijamiu  P.  Wood. 

March  2G,  1833.  Uiadt'oid  XIarlow. 

Aug.  25,  1835.  Luther  Waahburn. 

March  18,  IS3G.  Jonathan  Cobb. 

Jan.  27,  1837.  Abizcr  T.  Uarry.      " 

March  15,  1837.  Silas  Pickens. 

March  G,  1838.  Eliab  Ward. 

Aug.  24,  1841.  Abisha  T.  Clark. 

March  31,  1S42.  Cornelius  li.  Wood. 

Dee.  17,  1842.  Bela  Kingman. 

Jan.  5,  1843.  Nathan  King. 

March  14,  1843.  Gamaliel  Uounsville. 

Marob  14,  1843.  George  Sturtevant. 

March  14,  1843.  Stillnian  Benson. 

Sept.  20,  1843.  Tisdale  Leonanl. 

Oct.  31,  1343.  Andrew  Weston. 

Feb.  3,  1S44.  William  II.  Wood. 

July  1,  1845.  James  G.  Thompson. 

March  31,  1846.  Apollos  Hawkins. 

July  7,  1848.   Everett  Robinson. 

June  5,  1849.   Philander  Washburn. 

Oct.  2,  1849.   Ichabod  F.  Atwood. 

April  25,  1850.  Zcbulon  Pratt. 

March  12,  1351.   Joshua  Wood. 

March  19,  1851.  Asa  T.  Winalow. 

May  7,  1851.  Georgo  W.  Wood. 

Feb.  8,  IS54.  Alfred  Wood,  Jr. 

March  15,  1854.  Ju:>iah  Richards. 

1854.  John  Q.  Morton. 

1854.  Noah  C.  Perkins. 

1855.  James  E.  Cusliman. 
1855.  Wilson  C.  Rider. 
1S56.  Andrew  L.  Tinkham. 
1858.  John  Bennett. 
1S58.  Sylvanus  Ilinklcy. 
1S5S.   Earl  Sprout. 
Thomas  Doggett. 
Andrew  J.  Pickens. 


Sidney  Tucker. 
Joseph  T.  Wood. 
Francis  M.  Vaughan. 
John  C.  Sullivan. 
James  H.  Harlow. 
Thomas  C.  Collins. 

TRIAL   JUSTICE. 
Ebenezer  Pickens. 

Coroners. — The  term  of  tiiue  of  whiuli  iho  coui- 
missioD  of  a  coroner  continued  to  run  or  be  iu  legal 
operation  has  been  subject  in  the  State  of  Maasa- 
chusetts  to  several  changes,  and  for  a  long  time  was  a 
life  appointment  ending  only  with  the  decease  of  the 
holder.  That  was  afterwards  so  clianged  that  the  term 
of  continuance  was  made  to  close  at  the  end  uf  .^eveii 
years.  The  office  in  Massachusetts  at  the  present 
time  is  practically  abolished,  that  of  medical  esarnincr 
being  made  to  take  its  place  in  nearly  all  its  former 
duties. 

Jan.  II,  1749.  Nothaniel  Foster. 
March  4,  1782.  Nathaniel  Foster,  Jr. 
Feb.  22,  1799.  Mark  Uaskoll. 
Jan.  23,  1308.  Dean  Briggs. 
June  16,  1809.  Joseph  Clark,  Jr. 
Feb.  16,  1811.   Levi  Briggs. 
Feb.  16,  1811.  Peter  II.  Peiree. 
Jan.  25,  1312.  Asa  Barrows. 
May  15,  1812.  Abiatha  Briggs. 
May  4,  1819.  Joseph  Jackson. 
Feb.  11,  1820.   Ebenezer  Strobridge. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY. 

To  speak  or  write  concerning  the  earliest  events  iu 
the  religious  history  of  a  Massachusetts  town,  incorpo- 
rated so  early  as  that  of  Middieboro',  is  from  neces- 
sity to  communicate  something  concerning  the  sect 
denominated  Congregationalists,  or,  to  be  a  little  more 
explicit,  to  tell  a  part  of  the  story  of  Trinitarian  Con- 
KreKationalism. 

Said  Sprague  in  his  "  Annals  of  the  American  Pul- 
pit," "  Congregationalism  may  be  said  to  have  been 
born  in  England,  to  have  passed  some  of  its  earliest 
years  iu  Holland,  and  to  have  migrated  to  these  West- 
ern Shores  in  the  '  Mayflower'  ;  and  though  this  is 
not  the  only  country  in  which  it  exists  it  is  that 
probably  iu  which  it  has  reached  its  most  vigorous 
maturity."  The  sauie  author  continued,  "  It  is  well 
known  that  though  the  Congregationalists  as  a  distinct 
sect  originated  with  Robert  Browne,  from  whom  they 
took  the  name  of  Rrownists,  yet  their  principles  were 
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so  maccriully  modified  under  John  Robinson  that  he, 
espefially  in  view  of  tlie  relation  he  sustained  to  the 
]'lyiuuutli  Cliurch,  njay  be  considered  as  the  father 
of  at  least  New  England  Conj^rcgationalism." 

It  is  proper,  therefore,  to  look  to  the  church  at 
Leyden  as  the  legitimate  exponent  of  those  principles 
by  which  New  England  CoogregatioDulists  were  origi- 
nally distinguished. 

In  regard  to  their  doctrinal  views  they  were 
thorougiily  Calvinistic,  though  their  venerable  pastor 
did  luit  fail  to  remind  the  first  emigrants,  in  his  fare- 
well address,  that  even  that  great  man  of  God,  John 
Calvin,  saw  not  all  things. 

The  points  which  gave  to  them  their  distinctive 
character  relate  to  church  government  and  the  sacra- 
ments ;  and  these  are  as  follows  : 

That  no  church  ought  to  consist  of  more  members 
than  can  conveniently  meet  together  for  worship  and 
discipline ;  that  any  church  of  Christ  is  to  consist 
only  ol'  such  as  appear  to  believe  in  and  obey  Him  ; 
that  any  competent  number  of  such  have  a  right,  when 
conscience  obliges  them,  to  form  themselves  into  a 
distinct  church  ;  that  this  incorporation  is  by  some 
contract  or  covenant  expressed  or  implied  ;  that  being 
thus  incorporated  they  have  a  right  to  choose  their 
own  officers;  that  these  officers  are  pastors  or  teach- 
ing elders,  ruling  elders,  and  deacons ;  that  elders 
being  chosen  and  ordained  have  no  power  to  rule  the 
church  but  by  the  consent  of  the  brethren  ;  that  all 
elders  and  all  Christians  are  equal  in  respect  of  powers 
and  privileges;  that  baptism  is  to  be  administered  to 
visible  believers  and  their  infant  children,  and  no 
others  ;  that  the  Lord's  Supper  is  to  be  received  sitting 
at  the  table  ;  that  ecclesiastical  censures  are  wholly 
spiritual  and  not  to  be  accompanied  with  temporal 
penalties;  that  no  days  are  to  be  regarded  holy  but 
the  Christian  Sabbath,  though  it  is  proper  to  observe 
occasionally  days  of  fasting  and  thanksgiving ;  that 
all  human  inventions  or  impositions  in  religion  arc  to 
be  discarded.  The  same  views  of  Christian  doctrine 
which  wei-e  brought  hither  by  the  original  colonists 
were  after  a  few  yeai-s  authoritatively  embodied  in  the 
Cambridge  platform,  and  at  a  still  later  period  in  the 
Saybrook  platform,  both  of  which  are  still  in  some 
sense  recognized  standards,  though  both  have  lost  in 
a  great  degree  their  practical  force.  The  common 
impression  seems  to  be  that  "for  the  first  century  after 
the  landing  at  Plymouth  there  was  little  or  no  differ- 
ence of  doctrinal  views  entertained  among  the  min- 
isters of  New  England,  and  yet  toward  the  close  of 
the  seventeenth  century  some  old  controversial  pam- 
phlets discovered  that  there  existed  the  germ  of  a 
more  liberal  party  even   then,  and  which  caused  the 


stricter  Calviuists  to  detect  what  they  considered 
signs  of  defection  ;  and  these  foreshowings  of  things 
they  regarded  as  portentious,  came  more  seriously  to 
be  realized  immediately  after  the  great  Whiteficldian 
revival,  when  the  Calvinistic  and  Arminian  differences 
that  had  perhaps  long  secretly  existed  in  the  New 
England  Church  become  too  openly  revealed  to  be 
kept  longer  hid.  For  a  time  the  Calvinists  and  Ar- 
minians,  though  regarding  each  other  with  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  shyness  and  distrust,  were  not 
formally  separated  until  the  liberal  party  became 
avowedly  Unitarian,  when  the  lines  between  Trini- 
tarians and  Unitarians  became  distinctly  drawn  ;  and 
thus  it  is  that  now,  an  hundred  years  later,  we  have 
the  Trinitarian  and  Unitarian  Congregationalists  in 
many  Massachusetts  cities  and  towns,  both  sects  tracing 
back  to  a  common  origin  ancestry  or  '•  mother  church," 
and  which  separation  for  a  time  existed  in  Middle- 
boro' ;  but  these  differences  being  soon  after  reconciled 
and  rentd  healed,  the  first  and  original  Congregational 
Church  of  this  town  reunited  in  "  one  faith  and  one 
baptism"  as  Trinitarian  Congregationalists. 

The  pioneer  English  settlers  at  Middleboro'  were 
at  first  embodied  as  a  worshiping  congregation  under 
the  religious  teaching  of  Samuel  Fuller,  who  was 
among  the  twenty-six  original  or  earliest  purchasers 
that  bought  of  the  Indians  by  deed  bearing  date  of 
March  — ,  1662,  a  tract  of  country  that  afterwards  be- 
came the  First  Parish  or  Precinct  in  Middleboro'. 

Samuel  Fuller,  of  Middleboro',  was  a  son  of  the 
pilgrim  Samuel  Fuller,  a  celebrated  surgeon  and  phy- 
sician, to  whom  both  the  pilgrims  of  Plymouth  Colony 
and  also  planters  of  Massachusetts  Bay  were  much 
indebted  for  his  successful  treatment  of  the  diseases 
of  these  then  new  settlements. 

Dr.  Samuel  Fuller  was  deacon  of  the  Plymouth 
Church,  as  is  shown  by  the  authority  of  iMorton's 
"  New  England  Memorial,"  that  says,  "  He  was  deacon 
of  the  church  and  forward  to  do  good  in  his  place, 
and  much  missed  after  God  removed  him  out  of  thf 
world." 

That    removal    "  out    of  the   world"    occurred    in 

1633,  one  of  the  preparations  for  which  event  was 

the  making  of  his  "  last  will  and  testament ;"  aiuons; 

the  provisions  of  which   instrument  was  that  certain 

I  portions  of  his  estate  described  should  be  sold  and 

i  the    proceeds    applied   to   the   education   of   his   two 

j  children,  Samuel  and  Mercy.     Another    portion   he 

therein  directed  should  be  given  to  Roger  William.*, 

I  "  if  he  would    accept  the  same,"  having    heretofore 

declined  to  accept  it. 
'       That  provision  in  the  will  of  Dr.  Fuller  for  the  ed- 
ucation of  his  son,  Samuel,  was  carried  out  in  pre- 
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paring  the  latter  for  the  gospel  ministry,  to  the  labors 
of  wliich  he  applied  himself,  as  before  stated,  iti  iMid- 
dleboro',  and  to  whose  pious  zeal  may  at  least  doubt- 
less be  credited  in  part  the  establisliu»cnt,  in  different 
parts  of  that  town,  of  three  relii^ious  conj:regations 
among  tlie  Indians.  These  Indian  churches  were 
gathered  at  Nemasket,  Titicut,  and  Sowoaiset. 

The  religious  meetings  of  the  Nemasket  Church 
were  held  abuut  a  mile  southeasterly  of  the  present 
locaiion  of  the  "down-town  meeting-house,"  so 
called  ;  the  Titiuut,  at  an  Indian  village,  in  what  is 
now  North  Middleboro' ;  and  the  Sowomset,  at  the  lo- 
cality familiarly  known  as  "  Betty's  Neck,"  then  in 
Middleboro',  but  now  in  Lukeville. 

So  successful  had  been  the  efforts  put  forth  to 
Christianize  the  red  heathen  tliat  at  the  commence- 
ment of  King  Philip's  war  (June,  1675),  although 
the  white  inhabitants  of  Middleboro'  consiiiutcd  six- 
teen families,  yet  the  Indian  converts  at  Sowomset 
numbered  thirty-five  persons,  and  the  three  churclies 
combined  made  a  membcrsiiip  of  ninety  souls,  who 
from  '*  nature's  darkness"  professed  to  have  been 
brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  marvelous  light  of 
the  uospel,  and  ten  years  later  the  churches  at  Ne- 
masket and  Titicut  numbered  seventy,  and  that  at 
Numatakesett,  alias  Betty's  Neck,  forty,  or  one  liun- 
dred  and  ten  in  the  three  worshiping  congregations, 
so  that  the  '*  redeemed  from  sin"  among  tlie  Indians 
of  Middleboro'  doubtless  outnumbered  *' such  as 
shttuld  be  saved"  among  the  white  inhabitants  in  tlie 
proportion  of  two  or  three  to  one. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice  that  these  Indian  con- 
gregations sat  under  the  preaching  of  the  Indian  mis- 
sionary, a  scholar  of  Cambridge  College,  now  Harvard 
University,  and  who  assisted  Eliot  in  translating  the 
Bible  into  the  Indian  language,  and  who  was,  perhaps, 
the  earliest  among  the  natives  to  proclaim  the  gospel, 
which  "glad  tidings"  may  have  been  the  more  read- 
ily received  and  implicitly  believed,  because  listened 
to  from  the  lips  of  John  Sausamon. 

All  records  pertaining  to  the  organization  of  a 
church  among  the  pioneer  English  settlers  at  Middle- 
boro', if  indeed  any  such  records  were  kept  prior  to 
King  Philip's  war,  are  now  lost,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  return  of  those  settlers  from  Plymouth,  where 
they  had  taken  refuge  during  that  conflict,  that  rec- 
ords are  known  to  have  been  made,  reliable  copies  of 
which  have  been  preserved,  and  from  wliich  we  learn 
that  a  church  was  formed,  Dec.  2G,  109-4,  old  style,  but 
as  we  now  compute  time,  Jan.  ti,  1G*J5. 

Here  is  a  true  copy  of  the  comtuencement  of  the 
records  of  that  church,  as  kept  by  Samuel  Fuller,  the 
first  pastor : 


"Thou  shall  remember  all  the  way  which  the  Lord  iby  Ooii 
hath  led  thee  these  forty  years. — Deut.  viii.  2. 

"December  2fi,  161)4.  A  church  of  Christ  wud  gathered  at 
,  Middk-burough,  furiiierly  called  by  the  heathen  Xj,iii:iS3ucui,  a 
{    fishing  jilacf,  ut)  some  say. 

"The  persond  and  their  naiue:^  that  entered  into  ehutch  fcl- 
i  lowship,  some  of  them  metubera  uf  IMyiiiouth  church  bel'ure 
I  being  didmitsed  from  Plymouth  fur  lliat  intent;  iouic  of  them 
menihera  uf  other  churches  dwelling  here  then,  and  ?omc  that 
!  were  never  in  L-hurch  fellowship  before  that  time,  uhuie  named 
i    are  as  fotloweih  : 

"Sauiuol   Fuller  and   Ids  wife,  John    Uennet    and  his   wile, 

,   Jonathan  jNIorse  and  his  wife,  Abicl  Wood  and  hi.-;  wife^  ."^artiucl 

Wood.   Isaac  Blllingtun,  Sjimuel  Eaton,  Samuel  Ciitbnrt,  Jacob 

I    Tomson   and   his   wife,   John    Cob,    Jun.,    Ile-tcr  Tinkam,    titc 

Widow  Debunih  Bardon,  Weibrah  lium[ias,  Ebene^ei  Tiiikli;im, 

I    His  wife. 

I  '*  Not  being  present  by  reuson  of  sickness  in  their  famil_> .  yet 
I  after  owning  ihe  covenant  of  the  rest,  being  in  the  e>teem  of  the 
I  rest,  it  is  as  wull  as  if  she  were  there  present  at  tliat  usseuibly. 
I  "  Ebenezer  Tinkhaui,  Isaac  Billiogton,  Jacob  Tomson  ;  these 
I    then  baptized. 

'        "Soon  after  bajitized  the  children  of  John  Cub,  in  their  in- 
I    fancy, — John,  Martha,  Patience. 

I  "Also  Lidia  Bumpu?*,  the  daughter  of  Wcibra  iJumpus. 
j  "II.  In  urder  to  the  gathering  of  a  church  it  pleased  Ciod, 
who  hath  the  hearttt  uf  all  men  in  his  hands,  to  mo\e  upon  the 
hearts  of  those  to  desire  a  church  may  be  gathci  eil  tn  tlii;  place, 
to  desire  and  seek  it  of  God,  and  Divine  I'luvidcnce  mailu  way 
for  it. 

"  Letters  were  sent  for  ministers  and  brethren  to  assist  in  the 
work,  namely:  to  Plymouth,  Sandwich,  and  Barnstable;  and 
the  Elders  sent  Mr.  John  Cotton,  Mr,  Huulaud  Cotton,  Mr.  Jon- 
athan Uussell,  and  brethren  to  assist  them. 

"  Mr.  Samuel  Fuller,  then  ordained  to  be  a  Teacher  to  that 
church,  who  had  lived  there  auit  preached  the  woril  aunmgst 
Ihcni,  whose  preaching  God  had  made  beneficial  to  di\crs  of 
them,  and  made  choice  of  by  mutual  consent. 

"  Gud  can,  and  oft  doth,  out  of  the  mouth  uf  babes  and  suck- 
lings ordain  praise. 

"John  Bennct,  Sr.,  our  brother,  ordained  Deacon  in  the 
church  of  Middleborough  March  lUth,  being  the  :>ecund  Sab- 
bath in  that  month,  aud  chosen  by  a  full  eousent  to  thai  utlica 
some  considerable  time  before  (who  formerly  dwelt  at  Beverly), 
whom  God,  in  the  way  of  his  providence.  Sent  to  dwell  tn  Miil- 
dleburough,  to  be  serviceable  there  in  church  und  tuwn. 
"  AuTiCLKS  ov  ouu  CiiitiSTiAV  FAnu. 
"Then  also  read,  owned,  and  acknowledged  by  us,  at  the 
church  gathering: 

"We  do  believe  with  ult  our  hearts,  aud  confess  with  our 
mouths. — 

"I.  That  the  Holy  Scriptures,  contained  in  tlic  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  are  the  word  uf  God,  and  arc  given  by  inspiration 
of  Gud  to  be  the  rule  of  faith  and  life. 

"  II.  That  there  is  but  one  only  living  and  true  God,  and 
that  in  tbu  unity  of  the  Godhead  there  arc  three  persons  yyi'  one 
substunee,  power,  and  eternity, — God  the  Father,  tiod  thu  Son, 
und  Gud  the  Holy  Ghust. 

"III.  That  this  one  (iod — Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Glio>t — 
made  the  whole  world,  and  all  thiugs  therein,  in  the  space  of  six 
days,  very  good. 

"  IV.  That  God  made  man  after  his  own  image,  in  knowledge, 
righteousueaif,  aud  true  huliness. 

*'  V.  That  our  lirst  parents,  being  seduced  by  the  subtilty  of 
Satan,  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  sinned  against  God,  and  fell 
from   the  estate  wherein   they  were  created;  aud  that  all  man- 
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kin<l,  dc'^cending  froiu  th«m  by  ordiDary  guncration,  sinned  iu 
und  full  witb  them  in  their  first  trunsj^reasiun  ;  and  so  were 
bruught  iiilu  a  atutu  uf  sin  und  luiaery,  lusiug  cutntuunion  wiib 
God,  and  falling  under  h'n  wrath  and  cui^e. 

*'  Vr.  Th;it  God,  in  his  eternal  purpose,  chose  and  ordained 
the  Lord  Jesua,  bid  only  be-jotten  Son,  to  be  the  one  and  only 
mediator  between  God  und  man,  the  I'roplict,  Priest,  and  Ktn^, 
the  head  and  Saviour  of  h'\A  church. 

*' VII.  That  Je?u3  Christ,  the  second  person  in  the  Trinity, 
is  the  very  and  eternal  God,  of  one  substance  and  equal  with 
tlte  Father:  und  when  the  fullness  of  time  was  come  the  Son 


censures  to  offending  members,  and  to  carry  on  the  atfairs  of 
his  visible  kingdom  according  to  bis  word, 

"  XVII.  That  the  bodies  of  men  after  death  turn  to  dust  and 
:)ee  corruption,  but  their  souls  which  neither  die  nor  sleep,  hav- 
ing an  immortal  substance,  immediately  return  to  God  who  gave 
them;  the  souls  of  the  righteous  being  then  made  perfect  in 
holiness,  are  received  into  heaven  and  the  souls  of  the  wicked, 
are  cast  into  hell. 

"XVirr.  That  the  bodies  of  the  just  and  unjust  =liall  be 
raised  at  the  last  day. 

'*  XIX.  That  God  has  appointed  a  day  wherein  be  will  judge 


of  God,  the  second  person  in  the  Trinity,  took  upon  him  man's  ^   tbo  world   in   righteousness   by  Jesus  Christ,  In  which  day  all 

nature,  being  conceived  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  '    persons  that  have  lived  upon  earth  shall  appear  before  the  judg- 

womb  ()f  the  Virgin   Mary,  of  her  substance,  so  that  the  God-  j    mcnt  seat  of  Christ  to  give  an  account  of  their  thoughts,  words, 

bond  au'l  manhood  were  joined  together  in  one  person,  which  !   and  deeds,  and  to  receive  according  to  what  thuy  have  done  in 

is  very  God  and  very  man,  yet  one  Christ,  the  only  mediator  I 
between  God  and  man. 

"Vni.  The  Lord  Jesus,  by  his  perfect  obedience  and  sacri- 
fice of  biriisclf  upon   the  crui-ei,  hath  fully  satisfied  the  Justice  ' 
of  bis  Father,  aud  purchased  not  only  a  reconciliation  with  God,  ; 


the  body,  whether  it  be  good  or  evil. 

"tub  cuuuch  covenant. 


but  an  everlasting  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  for  all  those 
whom  the  Father  bath  given  bim. 

"  IX.  Tliat  the  elect  of  God  are  made  partakers  of  the  re- 
demption purchased  by  Christ  by  the  etfectuul  application  of  it 
to  their  souls  by  his  word  and  Spirit. 

'•X.  That  Justification  is  an  ^.ct  of  God'a  free  grace  unto 
sinners,  in  which  he  pardoneth  all  their  sins,  aecepteth  and  ac- 
countetb  their  persons  rigbtetms  in  his  :>ight,  not  for  anything 
wrought  in  them  or  done  by  them,  but  only  for  the  perfect  obe- 
dience :ind  full  satisfaction  of  Christ  imputed  to  them  by  God, 
and  received  by  faith  alone. 

*'  XI.  That  sanctitication  is  a  work  of  God's  grace,  whereby 
the  elect  are  renewed  in  the  wliole  man  after  the  image  of  God, 
and  arc  i-nablcil  more  aud  moru  to  die  unto  sin  and  live  unto 
righteousness. 

•*  Xir.  That  whomsoever  God  hnth  accepted  in  Jesus  Christ, 
effectually  called  and  sanctified  by  bis  Spirit,  can  neither  totally 
nor  finally  fall  away  from  the  slate  of  grace,  but  shall  certainly 
persevere  to  the  end  aud  be  eternally  saved. 

"  XIII.  That  the  grace  of  faith,  whereby  the  elect  are  ena- 
bled to  believe  to  the  saving  of  their  souls,  is  the  work  of  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  in  their  hearts,  and  is  ordinarily  wrought  by 
the  ministry  of  the  word,  by  which,  also,  and  by  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  sacraments  and  j>ra}'er,  it  is  inureiised  aud 
strengthened. 

"XIV.  That  the  visible  church  under  the  gospel  is  not  con- 
fined to  one  nation  as  it  was  under  the  law,  but  consists  uf  alt 
those  throughout  the  world  that  profess  the  true  religion  accord- 
ing to  the  gospel  order  and  their  children;  and  is  the  kingdom 
of  our  Lnrd  Jesus  Christ,  the  house  and  family  of  God;  and 
that  unto  lliis  church  Christ  hath  given  the  ministry,  grace,  and 
ordinances  uf  God,  for  tlie  gathering  and  perfecting  of  saints 
to  the  end  uf  the  world;  and  doth  by  his  own  presence  and 
spirit  according  to  his  promise,  make  them  elfectual  thereunto. 

"XV.  Tliat   prayer,  singing  of  psalms,  and,  reading  of  the 


'*  Forasmuch  as  it  bath  pleased  God,  wliu  tiath  commanded 
us  to  pray  daily  that  bia  kingdom  may  come,  and  be  advanced, 
and  hath  given  direction  in  his  holy  word,  and  manifold  en- 
couragements to  bis  poor  servants  to  seek  and  set  forward  his 
worship  and  the  concernuienta  of  his  glory;  we  do,  therefore, 
personally  present  ourselves  this  day  iu  the  holy  presence  of 
G«id,  to  transact  with  Him  this  great  afl'air  of  His  kingdom  and 
glory,  and  of  oar  own  salvation,  and  humbling  ourselves  before 
the  Lord  for  all  our  sins  and  the  sins  uf  ours,  earnestly  praying 
for  pardoning  mercy  and  reconciliation  with  God  through  tlte 
bloud  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  gracious  presence 
and  assistance  of  His  holy  spirit,  under  a  deep  sense  of  our 
own  weakness  and  uoworthinoss,  and  with  an  bumble  cuntidence 
in  his  favorable  acceptation  ;  caob  of  us  for  ourselves  and  all  of 
us  jointly  together,  enter  into  a  holy  covenant  with  God  and 
one  with  one  another;  that  i«  to  aai/.  We  do  according  to  the 
terms  und  tenor  of  the  everlasting  covenant  first  give  u|>  our- 
selves and  our  offspring  unto  the  Lord  God,  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost,  OS  the  one  only  true  and  living  God  ;  All-suUicient 
and  our  God,  in  covenant;  and  unto  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  uur 
only  Saviour,  our  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King;  the  only  media- 
tor of  the  covenant  of  grace,  promising  and  covenanting 
through  the  help  of  His  grace  to  cleave  to  God  and  to  our  Lord 
Jesus  by  faith  in  a  way  of  Gospel  obedience  with  full  purpo.se 
of  heart  as  his  covenant  people  forever. 

"And  we  do  also  by  this  act  of  confederation  give  up  our- 
selves one  unto  another  in  the  Lord  according  to  the  wilt  of 
God,  promising  and  engaging  to  oleave  and  walk  together  in 
Ituly  union  and  communion  as  members  of  the  saute  mystical 
body  and  as  an  instituted  church  of  Christ,  rightly  instituted 
and  established  iu  the  true  faith  and  order  of  tlie  Gospel ; 
further  obliging  ourselves  by  this  our  lioly  covenant  to  keep 
and  maintain  the  holy  word  and  worship  of  God  committed  to 
us  and  endeavor  faithfully  to  transmit  it  to  our  posterity,  to 
cleave  unto  and  uphold  the  true  gospel  ministry  as  it  is  estab- 
lished by  Jesus  Christ  in  bis  church,  to  have  it  in  due  honor 
and  esteem  for  the  work's  sake;  to  subject  ourselves  fully  and 


Scriptures,  the  sound  preaching  and  conscionable  hearing  of  the  I   -incerely  unto  ttie  ministerial  exercise  of  the  power  of  Christ 


word,  as  also  the  due  administration  and  worthy  receiving  of 
the  sacraments  instituted  by  Clirist,  n:imely.  Baptism  and  tlie 
Lord's  Supper,  and  all  parts  of  the  onlinary  religious  worship 
of  Gud,  besides  solemn  fasting:^  and  thanksgivings,  upon  special 
occasions,  wliieli  are  in  their  several  times  and  sea^ions  to  he 
used  in  ii  huly  and  religious  manner. 

**XV[.  That  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  alone  head  of 


in  ttie  dispensation  of  the  word,  the  administration  of  the  sac- 
raments— the  Lord's  Supper — to  members  in  full  communion 
and  without  ofi'eoce,  and  Baptism  to  visible  cliureh  members 
and  their  infant  seed,  as  also  for  the  due  application  of  the  holy 
discipline,  with  love,  care,  aud  faithfulness:  watching  one  over 
anutber  and  over  the  children  of  the  covenant  growing  up  with 
us,  and  all  in  obedience  to  the  blessed  rule  and   government   of 


his  cliureh,  hath  appointed  uthcers  in  his  house  for  the  regular  I  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  alone  head  of  his  church :  and  withal 

carrying  t'U  of  the  atiairs  of  his  kingdom,  and  that  euch  partio-  i  we  further  engage  uurselves  to  walk  orderly  in   the  way  of  fe[- 

ular  church   hath   power   from  Christ  regularly  to  administer  i  luwsbip  and  communion  with  all  neighbor  churches,  according 
01 
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to  tlie  rules  of  the  gospel,  tliut  the  n;ime  of  our  Lord  Jesus  may 
lie  one  throughout  all  the  chuichei  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
father. 

•'This  our  holy  church  coveuaot  we  do,  ia  most  solemn  mua- 
ner,  take  upon  our  souls  iu  all  the  parts  of  it,  with  full  purpose 
of  heart  as  tlie  Lord  shall  help  us,  and  according  to  the  measure 
of  grace  received,  we  will  walU  before  and  with  God  fully, 
steadfastly,  and  constantly  in  the  discharge  of  all  covenant 
duties  each  to  other;  and  the  Lord  keep  us  forever  in  the 
thoughts  and  imagination  of  ilie  hearts  of  us  his  poor  servants 
to  estahlish  our  hearts  unto  Him  ;  and  the  good  Lord  pardon 
every  one  of  us  that  prepareth  his  heart  to  seek  the  Lord  (iod 
of  his  fathers.     Amen." 

Tlio  foregoing,  pertaioiug  to  the  earliest  records,  as 
also  the  "  articles  of  Christian  faith"  and  •■  Chinch 
Covenant,"  are  all  copied  from  •'  An  Historical  Account 
of  the  First  Church  iu  Middlehoro',  Mass.,"  as  pub- 
lished in  book-form  by  that  church  iu  1854. 

Rev.  Samuel  Fuller,  first  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
iu  Middleboro',  was  one  of  the  twenty-six  original 
English  purchasers  of  what,  with  otlier  purchases, 
was  iucorporated  as  a  township  under  that  name,  June 
— ,  1()U9,  or  about  seven  years  subsequent  to  the  date 
of  that  fir.st  purchase,  and  he  was  also  aiuoug  the  ear- 
liest actual  settlers  of  European  descent,  and  from 
the  cummenceuient  of  that  settlement  the  religious 
teacher  of  those  who  had  here  come  to  uiake  for  them- 
selves a  home  in  the  wilderness. 

In  IGSU,  the  next  year  after  the  returu  of  these 
settlers  to  Middleboro'  from  Plymouth,  where  they  had 
taken  refuge  in  King  Philip's  war,  Samuel  Fuller,  with 
two  othei's  of  those  twenty-six  original  purcluisers, 
viz.,  John  Thompson  and  Francis  Coombs,  were  elected 
selectmen  of  Middleboro',  and  the  same  year  the  towu 
Voted  to  provide  Mr.  Fuller  with  a  house-lot,  to  con- 
sist of  twelve  acres  of  laud,  whcreuu  he  seemed  to 
have  already  erected  a  house,  which  tradition  .saitli 
stood  a  little  east  of  the  Dr.  Sturtevant  house,  so  called. 

The  town  also  voted  to  Mr.  Samuel  Fuller  a  yearly 
salary  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  paid  one-(|uarter  in 
silver  aud  the  remainder  in  coru,  at  two  shillings  per 
bushel,  or  wheat  at  four  shillings  per  bushel;  and  the 
town  also  I'urthor  voted  "  to  turn  out  and  fence  his 
field,  aud  every  one  that  did  not  was  to  pay  a  bushel 
of  corn,"  being  actuated,  as  were  God's  still  tuore 
ancient  people,  with  zeal  to  rebuild  the  waste  places 
of  Jerusalem,  so  were  those  of  this  his  more  modern 
Israel  to  rescue  from  the  spoil  done  by  the  red  heathen, 
for  in  both  instances  it  appears  that  "  the  people  had 
a  mind  to  work"  (Nehemiah  iv.  (i). 

Let  it  be  ob.served  that  from  the  date  of  that  first 
purchase  and  earliest  settlement  to  the  breaking  out 
of  King  Philip's  war  was  thirteen  years,  which  san- 
guinary conflict  caused  the  purchase  to  be  vacated 
by  its  English  inhabitants  almost  four  years,  added  to 


which  nearly  sixteen  years  after  their  return  weie 
suffered  to  pass  before  this  church  was  regularly 
gathered  and  organized,  or  their  religiou.s  teacher  or- 
dained as  a  Christian  minister. 

From  the  date  at  which  Mr.  Fuller  began  hi> 
labors  as  a  religious  teacher  at  Middleboro'  until  that 
of  his  ordination  was  evidently  a  jioriod  of  sunn- 
thirty-two  years,  and  although  he  died  before  the 
close  of  the  same  year  in  which  he  was  ordained,  yet 
had  the  people  of  Middleboro'  sat  under  his  preuuhiiig 
nearly  thirty  years. 

He  was  interred  in  the  ancient  cemetery  on  "  tin- 
hill,"  and  tlie  grave  marked  by  a  stuiio  bearing  tbi.i 
inscription  : 

"Here  lyes  buried  y*-'  body  of  y^'  Rev.  Samuel  Fuller,  whu 
departed  this  life  Aug.  y*  17'*',  lOUJ,  in  y*-'  71'*'  year  of  his  age. 
lie  wua  y"-"  1^'  uiinister  of  y"^  Church  of  Christ  in  Miildle- 
bo  rough." 

John  Bennet,  the  first  or  earliest  deacuu  of  this 
church,  was  a  sou  of  Peter  Bennet,  of  Bristol  in  Eng- 
land, and  John  was  probably  burn  there  in  or  about 
1642.  He  emigrated  to  America,  arriving  in  Vir- 
ginia iu  1G65;  lived  awhile  at  Beverly,  aud  froui 
thence  removed  to  Middleboro'  ;  ordained  deacon 
March  8,  1695.  He  died  March  21,  1718,  aged 
seventy-six  years.  He  was  a  selectman  of  Middle- 
boro' in  1602,  '93,  '95,  '97,  and  '98.  He  was  elected 
town  clerk  March  28,  1693,  and  probably  served 
thirteen  years. 

Jonathan  Morse  was  born  in  ur  near  the  year  IGIJ'J, 
and  died  July  9,  170'J,  iu  the  seventieth  year  uf  bis 
age. 

Abiel  Wood  was  born  iu  or  about  1638,  and  died 
Oct.  10,  1719,  in  his  sixty-first  year. 

Jacob  Thompson  was  born  in  or  near  1662,  and 
died  Sept.  1,  1726,  aged  sixty-four  years.  The  his- 
tory of  this  church,  published  in  1854,  .>ays  uf  him 
that  he  was  "  a  mau  of  distinction  as  a  surveyor  and 
magistrate;  he  surveyed  the  twenty-six  men's  pur- 
chase, and  divided  it  among  the  proprietors  in  lots, 
aud  also  the  proprietaries  of  several  neighboring 
towns.  He  was  a  man  of  great  weight  of  character. 
and  took  the  lead  in  the  deposition  uf  xMr.  Palmer. 
Several  of  his  letters  to  neighboring  miiii.-ters  on  tb.it 
subject  are  still  extant.  He  was  cousidered  a  man 
of  sound  piety,  and  a  pillar  iu  the  church,  and  greatly 
respected." 

To  be  a  little  more  explicit,  Jacob  Thompson  (or 
Tomson,  as  he  wrote  his  surname)  was  elected  a  se- 
lectman of  Middleboro'  in  1697,  and  by  successive 
elections  held  that  office  twenty-five  years.  He  rep- 
resented the  town  at  the  General  Cuurt  in  1716  and 
1719,  and  was  commissioned  as  a  justice  of  the  peace 
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fur  the  county  of  Plymouth  July  22,  1720.  In  the 
local  ujiliti;i  of  JliJdleboro'  he  was  lieutenant  as  early 
as  1701,  and  captain  in  1703,  which  office  he  held 
until  1716,  the  uiilitia  at  that  time  throughout  the 
whole  town  being  embodied  in  one  company,  of  wliich 
C.ipt.  Jacob  Thompson  was  the  commander. 

Samuel  Wood  was  born  iu  or  about  the  year  1G48, 
and  died  Feb.  3,  1718,  iu  his  seveutieth  year.  He 
was  a  son  of  Henry  Wood,  and  a  brother  of  Abiel 
Wood,  before  named.  Samuel  Wood  was  elected  a 
selectman  of  Middleboro'  in  1684,  and  in  1691,  '03, 
'04,  '00,  1706,  'U7,  'OS,  and  '00. 

Isaac  Billington  was  born  in  or  about  1643,  and 
died  Dec.  11,  1709,  in  tiie  sixty-sixth  year  of  his 
age. 

Samuel  Eaton,  born  about  the  year  1663,  died 
March  18,  1724,  in  his  sixty-first  year. 

Samuel  Cutburt,  born  in  or  near  1657,  died  April 
17,  1660. 

John  Cobb,  Jr.,  born  in  or  near  1659,  died  Oct. 
8,  1727,  in  his  sixty-eighth  year. 

Ebenezer  Tinkham  was  born  about  1G45.  He  was 
deacon  of  this  church  as  early  as  1695  ;  selectman  of 
the  town  of  Middleboro'  in  1601,  1696,  1700. 

The  foregoing  united  with  the  church  at  its  forma- 
tion, and  the  following-named  soon  after : 

Jonathan  Cobb.  He  was  born  about  16G0,  and 
died  Aug.  15,  1728,  aged  about  sixty-eight  years. 
He  was  deacon  of  this  church  at  an  early  date,  but  the 
records  do  not  state  precisely  when. 

John  Fuller.  He  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Ful- 
ler, tiie  first  or  earliest  pastor  of  this  church.  John 
Fuller  was  born  about  1668,  and  died  in  or  near 
1710. 

John  Alden,  born  in  or  near  1674,  died  Sept.  29, 
1730,  in  the  fifty -sixth  year  of  his  age. 

Pastors. — Ilev.  Samuel  Fuller,  the  first  pastor  of 
this  church,  died  Aug.  17,  1695,  or  a  little  more 
than  seven  mouths  after  hia  ordination.  Several  min- 
isters received  invitations  to  supply  this  vacant  pulpit, 
and  in  August  of  the  next  year,  Mr.  Thomas  Palmer, 
of  Plymouth,  was  applied  to,  and  engaged  to  preach  a 
quarter  of  a  year,  i'or  which  be  was  paid  thirteen 
pounds,  and  the  town  soon  after  voted  him  an  annual 
salary  of  thirty-five  pounds,  and  iu  November,  1698, 
the  town  voted  "  that  his  goods  shall  be  brought 
from  Plymouth  at  the  town's  charge."  The  precise 
date  of  his  ordination  is  not  certainly  known,  but  it 
is  thought  to  have  taken  place  as  early  as  1702,  and 
possibly  a  year  or  two  before. 

To  the  ordination  or  settlement  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Palmer  a  very  strenuous  opposition  was  oftered  on  the 
part  of  several  members  of  the  church,  and  committees 


were  chosen  both  by  the  church  and  the  town  '•  to 
devise  means  of  a  regular,  comfortable,  and  peaceable 
settlement."  Against  Mr.  Palmer  the  charges  were 
brought  of  misbehavior  in  the  church,  aud  intemper- 
ance. 

A  council  was  called  by  the  church  ex  parte,  which 
condemned  him,  but  this  was  quickly  followed  by  a 
council  called  by  the  town,  which  council  advised  that 
"  as  the  town  earnestly  desired  both  old  and  young  to 
enjoy  his  ministry,  he  should  continue  his  ministry 
until  the  council  should  more  fully  agree." 

Finally  a  council  of  twelve  churches  was  convened 
that  advised  the  church  to  depose  Mr.  Palmer.  In 
1705  liis  salary  was  forty  pounds,  and  in  1706  a  like 
sum,  "  provided  he  continue  in  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry the  whole  year;  if  removed,  to  pay  him  propor- 
tionally ;"  but  in  November,  1706,  voted,  "  to  seek 
out  a  man  for  the  supply  of  the  ministry." 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1707,  the  town  voted  '  to  pro- 
vide for  the  ministers  and  messengers  that  are  to  sit 
iu  council;"  and  Dec.  12,  1707,  the  selectmen  were 
instructed  to  agree  with  Mr.  Peter  Thatcher  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry  for  ([uarter  of  a  year. 

Rev.  Peter  Thactlier  was  ordained  Nov.  2,  1709, 
from  which  time  he  continued  as  pastor  of  this  church, 
until  his  death,  April  22,  1744, — a  period  of  nearly 
thirty-five  years. 

Concerning  the  final  proceedings  in  the  work  of  de- 
posing Mr.  Palmer,  the  church  records,  under  date  of 
June  2,  1708,  say,— 

*'  Votedf  by  the  cliurcb  of  Middleborough,  tliiit  in  pursuance 
uf  tbe  advice  of  twelve  churches  in  council  here  convened, wliicii 
have  declared  that  Mr.  Tbouius  Pulmer,  the  former  niini^iter  anil 
pii:stor,  ouglit  to  be  removed  from  the  work  of  ilie  gospel  uiin- 
i^itry,  .lud  suspended  from  couimuoion  at  llic  Lord's  lahle  fur 
hia  scandalous  immoralities  ;  therefore,  in  eoni'ormity  to  said 
advice  of  said  council,  ns  also  upon  the  advice  of  a  convention 
of  reverend  ministers  at  Boston,  the  church  dolh  now  look  on 
Mr.  l*iiimer  as  no  longer  their  pastor,  hut  as  deposed  from  the 
tuiuistry,  and  also  suspended  from  the  tubtc  of  the  Loi'd;  and 
we  withdraw  from  the  said  Mr.  Palmer,  ami  unite  iu  uur  en- 
deavors  to  settle  the  ordinances  of  tbe  gospel  among  us." 

But  Mr.  Palmer,  although  deposed  from  his  pas- 
torate and  ministry,  and  barred  also  from  the  com- 
munion, was  not  easily  or  effectually  disposed  of, 
silenced,  or  quieted,  but  sued  the  parish  for  his 
salary,  and  obtained  u  judgment  of  the  law  of  the 
land  for  the  recovery  of  fifty-two  pounds,  and  con- 
tinued to  preach  to  a  few  hearers  in  his  own  house. 

Mr.  Palmer  ere  long  gave  up  preaching  altogether, 
and  commenced  at  Middleboro'  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine. 

We  shall,  therefore,  in  this  connection  pursue  his 
personal  history  no  further,  as  his  subsequent  life 
being   devoted    to   practicing  instead    of  preaching. 
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should   fiuJ  a  place  amou^  medical   lucii   instead  of 
ministers. 

Rev.  Peter  Thatcher,  the  third  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  iu  Middlcboro',  and  in  that  office  the  iiuuiedi- 
ate  successor  of  Rev.  Tliomas  Palmer,  was  Lorn  at 
Milton,  Mass.,  Oct.  6,  1G88. 

His  father,  whose  Christian  name  he  bore,  was 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Milton ;  his  grandfather, 
Thomas  Thatcher,  minister  of  the  old  South  Church 
in  Boston,  and  great-;.:randfathor  of  Peter  Thatcher, 
a  Puritan  divine  in  Salisbury.  I'^ngland.  Peter 
Thatcher,  the  Middleboro'  minister,  graduated  at 
Harvard  College,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  170G. 

He  began  his  ministry  at  Sliddlcboro',  iu  Septem- 
ber, 1707,  and  was  chosen  pastor  of  the  church  June 
30,  1708,  or  a  little  before  he  had  attained  to  twenty 
years  of  age.  He  was  ordained  Nov.  li,  170U.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  Jan.  25,  1711,  with  Mary,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Priuce,  Esq.,  then  of  Rochester, 
but  afterwards  of  Middleboro'.  She  was  a  sister  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  p.istor  of  the  old  South  Church, 
Boston,  greatly  distiuguished  as  a  chronologist  and 
historian. 

Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher,  of  Middleboro',  is  said  to  have 
had  an  excellent  library,  and  reputed  a  hard  student, 
laborious  pastor,  and  sound  preacher.  His  death 
occurred  April  22,  1744.  The  house  occupied  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher  in  Middleboro'  was  burned  Feb. 
3,  1780.  Rev.  Israel  W.  Putnam,  iu  a  discourse 
preached  to  this  church  on  the  one  hundred  and  tifty- 
tirbt  anniversary,  Jan.  5,  1845,  said,  coucerniug  Mr. 
Thatcher, — 

"He  bc<;:tD  to  preacli  to  Itiis  church  anil  people  Iu  circuiu- 
staiices  of  great  tlifficulty,  iiia^iiuucU  as  Mr.  Palmer  eoutitiued 
for  suuie  time  to  ])reaeh  in  a  private  liou:;e  to  a  portion  of  the 
people  who  adheied  to  him,  notwithstanding  the  course  which 
had  been  pursued  with  him  by  the  church. 

"But  Mr.  Thatcher  cuuie  to  this  pluee  in  the  spirit  of  his 
master.  His  aim  wo^  to  preacli  the  gospel,  and  so  highly  did 
ho  eunimeud  liimsclf  in  that  character  that  on  June  ;{U,  170S, 
he  was  chosen  by  the  chureli  as  their  pastor  before  he  was. 
twenty  years  old.  His  ordination,  however,  did  nut  take  place 
until  Nov.  '2,  ITUt). 

**  Mr.  Thatehor  brought  to  the  work   of  the  ministry  here  a 
mind  of  strong  native  powers,  and  highly  cultivated  by  the  un-   i 
euuimon  advantages   he  enjoyed  under  the  instruction  of  his   j 
reverend    father,  whose   library   is    said    to    liave    been    rielily 
furnished  with    the   works    of  the   learned  and  pioua   Puritan 
authors,  aud  whose    bouse  was  a  great  lesort    of  the    iiioat  elni-    ' 
ncMt  ministers  of  the  day. 

**  But,  beside  a  mind  thus  well  disciplined  for  liis  work,  lie  had 
•A  heart  to  love  it.  His  soul  was  deeply  imbued  with  the  spirit 
of  the  gospel,  and,  from  inclination  u.s  well  as  from  a  sense  of 
duty,  he  gave  himself  wholly  to  his  work,  and  truly  may  it  bo 
said  of  him  that  bis  pi-oGting  appeared  to  all.  His  knowledge 
of  the  Scriptures  was  deep,  his  manner  of  jjresenting  divine 
truth  to  the  minds  of  his  people  was  clear,  persuasive,  and 
eonvLucing,  his  addresses  at  the  throne  of  grace  were  humble, 


suleu.n,  and  ardent,  his  life  was  circumspect  and  eminently 
Christian. 

**  As  we  might  expect,  God  blessed  tlie  labors  of  aueli  a  man. 
Under  his  ministry  the  church  constantly  increased  for  uniny 
years  in  nuuibers  and  in  strength.  But  toward  the  close  of  his 
life  he  became  much  discouraged  by  what  he  considered  a  grow- 
ing inditference  to  spiritual  things  in  the  chuich  and  among'  the 
peoplo. 

"  He  seriously  conteuiplated  preaching  a  farewell  sermon  and 
leaving  his  charge,  and  declared  to  his  biographer  that  he  slioulj 
have  done  it  bad  he  not  been  embarrassed  in  finding  a  suitable 
text.  But  this  season  of  discouragement  was  not  long,  for  in 
17-11  he  saw  among  the  people  of  his  own  charge  the  Iteginning 
of  that  reviving  work  of  (^oJ  which  continiieil  for  more  than 
two  years. 

"The  outpouring  of  the  spirit  here  was  sudden,  powerful,  ex- 
tensive, and  long  coutinued. 

"  With  all  the  poweis  of  his  body,  mind,  and  heart  he  en- 
gaged, at  home  and  abroail,  in  the  work  of  that  lueniurable  re- 
vival of  religion. 

"  He  labored  in  gathering  in  its  glorious  fruits  till  his  strength 
was  finally  exhausted.  His  death  occurred  Apr.  2L'd,  1744,  in 
fifty. sixth  year  of  his  iige,  in  the  thirty-lilth  of  his  ministry, 
anil  just  before  the  expiration  of  the  lirst  hall-ecnlury  of  this 
church's  existence.  He  was  interred  in  hi^  own  'roiub,  tbeu, 
and  till  recently,  the  only  one  in  the  Burying-ground  near  his 
house. 

"  How  great  a  loss  was  such  a  man  to  the  people  of  his  eiiarge, 
and  how  deeply  lauientcd  by  them  was  his  death  !  But  less  thau 
X  have  now  said  of  hiiu  could  not  be  omitted,  while  I  was  en- 
deavoring to  show  you  that  God  had  giaciously  bestowed  un 
this  church  a  truly  evangeliciil  ministry." 

During  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher  in  Jlid- 
dleboro',  about  four  hundred  and  thirty  persons  were 
added  to  this  church,  of  which  more  than  one  huu- 
dred  were  brought  in  at  a  revival  that  took  place  in 
1728,  but  that  which  acquired  the  name  of  the 
"Great  Awakening"  occurred  from  1740  to  1742, 
when  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  live  were  gath- 
ered iu.  It  may  not,  in  this  connection,  be  aiui.^s  to 
notice  the  fact  that,  during  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Thatcher,  Rlr.  Thomas  Palmer,  who  was  unbles.-ied 
in  his  conneetiuu  with  the  ministerial  office  here,  was 
happily  reclaimed,  as  the  following,  from  the  church 
records,  fully  serves  to  show  : 

'•November  13,  1737.  This  dtiy  Mr.  Thomas 
Palmer,  the  former  pastor  of  this  church,  had  tiie 
censure  of  the  church  taken  oU,  and  was  restored  to 
communion  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  church,  alter 
hearing  his  confession.  ' 

This  restoration  of  Mr.  Thomas  Palmer,  together 
with  the  facts  in  his  subsequent  history,  atford  con- 
soling reflections,  as  the  evidence  of  recorded  facts 
fully  shows  that  he  retrieved  his  character,  and  when 
he  had  come  to  be  older  was  also  a  wiser  and  belter 
man. 

The  death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher  was  immediately 
succeeded  by  some  very  severe  trials  for  this  church. 

A  revival  of  religion  like  that  experienced  in   the 
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three  hist  years  of  liis  life  could  scarcely  be  expected 
to  take  place  without  excitiug  some  feelings  of  hos- 
tility on  the  part  of  those  who  did  not  sympathize 
with  its  character  and  spirit.  Such  persons,  singular 
as  it  may  appear,  though  few  in  numbers,  were  mem- 
bers of  this  church,  and  became  active  in  inducing  the 
parish  to  take  an  unprecedented  course  in  the  choice 
and  settlement  of  another  minister,  which  innovation 
the  church  resisted,  and,  as  the  event  showed,  success- 
fully, yet  the  occurrence  was  for  a  time  disastrous,  as 
it  occasioned  a  division  in  the  parish,  a  majority  of 
whom,  with  a  small  minority  of  the  church,  kept  the 
control  of  the  meeting-house,  and  procured  preaching 
for  themselves. 

The  church,  in  the  mean  time,  with  the  other  part 
of  tiie  people,  proceeded  in  the  settlement  of  the 
Christian  ministry.  Leaving  the  meeting-house  in  a 
peaceable  manner,  they  withdrew  and  worshiped  for  a 
time  in  a  private  dwelling. 

The  church  at  first  invited  as  their  minister  Peter 
Thatcher,  the  old  pastor's  son,  but  for  some  reason, 
not,  pcriiaps,  fully  e.Kplaincd,  withdrew  that  call,  and 
sent  one  to  Rev.  Sylvaiius  Cooant,  who  came  to  Mid- 
dleboro'  in  September,  1744. 

The  parish  now  asserted  its  legal  rights  by  inviting 
another  candidate  for  their  minister,  Mr.  Conant 
preaching  in  the  same  house  with  the  other  candidate, 
one  Occupying  the  pulpit  in  the  forenoon  and  the  other 
in  the  afternoon. 

The  parish  then  by  vote  refused  to  allow  Mr. 
Conant  to  preach  in  the  meeting-house  at  all.  and 
henceforth  for  a  time  his  meetings  were  held  in  the 
former  residence  of  the  late  pastor  deceased,  by  invi- 
tation of  his  widow,  who  was  then  occupying  the 
premises. 

Jlr.  Conant,  although  called  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry  in  this  place  in  the  autumn  of  1744,  was  not 
ordained  until  the  month  of  March  in  the  succeedinz 

o 

year,  when  the  services  of  his  ordination  were  per- 
ibrmed  out  of  doors,  in  front  of  the  Thatcher  man- 
sion. The  friends  and  supporters  of  Mr.  Conant  went 
resolutely  at  work  to  build  a  meeting-house  upon  the 
"  Upper  Green,"  which  was  raised  July  17,  1745,  and 
ere  long  finished  so  as  to  accommodate  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Conant  and  his  worshiping  congregation. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  the  parish  caused  their  candi- 
date for  the  ministry  to  be  ordained,  the  services  of 
which  ordination  were  performed  in  the  meeting-house 
Oct.  2,  1745,  the  church,  by  its  committee,  offering 
a  strenuous  protest  against  the  proceeding.  The 
church  and  parish,  as  was  remarked,  had  now  a  hard 
business  with  a  new  meeting-house  to  build,  the  old 
meeting-house    to    repair,    two    ministers    and    two 


churches  to  sustain,  and,  more  than  all,  crimination 
and  recriminations  and  alienations  among  brethren, — 
'•old  lights"  and  "new  lights,"  the  church  and  the 
standing  party. 

Two  pamphlets  were  printed,  in  which  hard  names 
and  words  were  dealt  out  freely  against  each  other. 

A  tax  made  by  the  parish  against  the  new  society 
as  well  as  the  old  wellnigh  brought  on  open  war, 
added  to  which  was  a  lawsuit  about  the  records  and 
the  furniture  of  the  Lord's  table,  and  the  quarrel 
was  not  allayed  and  difficulties  adjusted  without  an 
application  to  and  relief  from  the  Colonial  Legis- 
lature. » 

A  law  was  passed  by  which  those  who  chose  to 
worship  ill  the  new  meeting-house  might  file  their 
names  with  the  clerk  of  the  old  society,  and  thus  be- 
come members  of  the  new,  and  in  1748  more  than 
two  hundred  persons  availed  themselves  of  the  privi- 
lege thus  afforded. 

Another  law  was  passed  in  1754,  by  which  the 
societies  were  reunited.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Weld, 
called  by  a  majority  of  the  parish  and  sixteen  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  was  a  resident,  if  not,  indeed,  a 
native,  of  Boston.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College, 
in  1723.  He  continued  to  preach  in  the  old  meet- 
ing-house until  Jan.  8,  1749,  when  the  parish  voted 
to  dismiss  him,  and  he  soon  after  brought  an  action 
for  his  salary,  which  put  his  former  people  to  much 
trouble  and  expense. 

These  troubles  caused  great  embarrassment  to  the 
parish  in  paying  its  expenses,  to  meet  a  part  of  which 
it,  the  same  year,  voted  to  sell  to  David  Simmons  the 
old  meeting-house,  exclusive  of  the  pews  and  pulpit, 
for  the  sum  of  £13  6s.  8d. 

Concerning  the  Rev.  Sylvanus  Conant,  the  history 
of  this  church,  published  in  1854,  furnished  the 
following: 

"He  was  a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Roger 
Conant,  who  waa  with  the  Plymouth  Pilgrims  in 
1023,  and  removed  to  Salem.  He  was  born  in  1720, 
and  graduated  in  1740,  at  Harvard  College.  He  was 
a  son  of  Lot  Conant,  the  son  of  Nathaniel,  who  came 
from  Beverly,  and  settled  in  Bridgewater  before 
1690.  He  began  his  ministry  here  Sept.  9,  1744; 
was  called  to  be  pastor  October  1st  of  the  same  year, 
and  was  ordained  March  28,  1745.  He  continued 
his  ministry,  at  first  at  the  bouse  of  Madame  Thatcher, 
and  after  the  meeting-house  was  built  (which  was  the 
same  year),  in  that  house  till  his  death,  which  was  of 
the  smallpox,  Dec.  8,  1777.  He  was  buried  with 
eight  of  his  parishioners,  in  a  field  of  one  of  them." 

The  following  is  the  inscription  on  the  stone  set  at 
the  head  of  his  grave : 


QUO 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


"  Mtiiieiito  Hon.' 

In  Mejuory  of 

Rkv.  Svlvanus  Co.va.nt, 

Minister  of  the  first  church  :n  Middleborough, 

whu  died  of  smiLll  pox,  Dec.  S,  1777, 

iu  the  58""  year  of  his  age 

and  33^  of  his  ministry. 

"So  sleep  the  souls  and  leave  to  groan, 
When  sin  and  death  liave  done  their  worst; 
Christ  hath  a  glory  like  his 
Which  waits  to  clothe  their  wasting  dust." 

The  causes  that  served  for  a  time  to  divide  this 
church  were  not  coiitiued  in  their  operations  or  efl'eets 
to  tlie  town  of  MiddieUiro',  but  spread  quite  exten- 
sively throughout  the  then  colony,  now  State,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, making  many  divisions  in  churches,  which 
have  never,  even  to  this  day,  becu  remedied,  causing 
bickering  and  strife  not  yet  allayed,  and  inflicting 
Wounds  that  never  healed  ;  in  short,  causing  injuries 
that  a  century  of  time,  that  great  pacifier,  h;w  been 
found  insuiEcieiit  to  heal. 

Why  the  people  of  Middleboro'  were  more  for- 
tunate than  those  of  many  other  places  in  the  effort 
to  heal  differences  may  have  been,  in  a  great  degree, 
owing  to  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  Rev.  Syl- 
vanus  Conant,  the  pastor  retained,  who  was  distin- 
guished for  his  urbanity  and  conciliatory  manners, 
and  who  succeeded,  in  a  few  years,  in  uniting  the 
people  of  both  parties  in  his  favor.  He  is  repre- 
sented as  having  been  a  lively,  animated  preacher, 
and  is  said  to  have  done  all  that  any  man  could  do 
under  such  multiplied  diflScultics  and  such  perilous 
circumstances,  being  times  of  war,  viz  ,  the  French 
and  Indian  war  and  the  Revolutionary  war.  During 
a  portion  of  the  Revolutionary  war  Mr.  Conant,  for 
a  time,  performed  the  duties  of  chaplain  to  oiii:  of  the 
regiments  in  the  patriot  service.  Had  Mr.  Conant 
been  a  different  kind  of  man,  doubtless  in  MiddK'boro', 
as  in  many  other  places,  the  church  would  have  re- 
mained divided,  and  instead  of  again  becoming  one 
church,  would  have  continued  aii  two,  adhering  to  those 
differences  in  religious  seutiment  that  then  divided, 
and  for  one  hundred  and  forty  years  have  continued 
to  divide,  among  the  Congregationalists,  the  Unita- 
rian from  those  of  the  Trinitarian  faith  and  practice. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Conant  this 
church  cxteuded  an  invitation  to  Mr.  Abraham 
Camp,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  to  become  their 
pastor,  which  call  he  seems  to  have  declined. 

The  church  then  iuvited  the  Rev.  Joseph  Barker 
to  become  its  pastor.  Mr.  Barker  graduated  at  Yule 
College  iu  1771. 

The  call  to  Mr.  Barker  bore  date  of  Aug.  9,  1781, 
and  he  was  ordained  December  5th  of  the  same  year. 


The  history  of  this  church,  as  published  iu  1854, 
contained  the  following  notice  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Barker: 

His  ministry  continued  till  his  death,  July  5,  1815, 
except  while  he  was  in  Congress,  he  having  been  u 
member  of  that  body  in  1805-8. 

In  his  absence  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev. 
Azel  Washburu,  Rev.  Simeon  Doggott,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Robinson,  of  Westboro'. 

Rev.  James  Davis  was  with  us  in  1807.  Mr. 
Barker  preached  a  ceutury  sermon  one  hundred  years 
after  tiie  organization  of  the  church,  in  which  many 
of  the  historical  records  are  taken  notice  of  arid  the 
character  of  our  pastors  given,  whicli  was  printed  at 
the  time,  also  a  sermon  on  the  death  of  Deacon  B. 
Thomas,  in  which  his  life  aud  character  are  very 
graphically  drawn. 

He  was  buried  iu  the  parish  burial-ground. 

Sir.  Barker  was  considered  an  able,  sound,  aud 
orthodox  preacher  of  the  Hopkinson  school,  and 
much  respected  by  his  people. 

Those  who  had  lived  under  the  miiii>try  of  Mr. 
Conant  thought  there  was  in  iMr.  Barker  a  strong 
contrast  between  the  two  in  pastoral  visitations  and 
cheerfulness,  and  condescension  out  of  the  pulpit,  but 
there  was  very  little  complaint. 

His  studies  were  unremitted,  and  he  brought 
"  beaten  oil"  into  the  sanctuary. 

He  was  an  able  sermonizer,  of  which  a  volume  of 
his  sermons  in  print  gives  deci.-!ive  evidence. 

The  same  authority  contains  the  following  concern- 
ing his  immediate  successor  in  the  ministry  in  this 
place : 

Rev.  Emerson  Paine  was  a  graduate  of  Brown 
Univei-sity  in  1813,  was  ordained  Feb.  11,  ISIG,  not 
without  much  opposition,  aud  after  a  laborious  min- 
istry (the  opposition  continuing),  he  was  dismissed  on 
his  own  request  by  advice  of  an  ecclesiastical  couneil 
July  4,  1822. 

He  was  afterwards,  for  a  number  of  years,  pastor 
of  the  church  iu  Little  Compton,  11.  I.,  and  after- 
wards preached  in  Halifax,  where  he  died  April  20, 
1851,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

Rev.  William  ]']atou  was  the  next  pastor,  of  whom 
the  church  hi-story,  before  alluded  to,  says,  "  lie  was 
installed  March  10,  1824,  having  been  previously,  I'm- 
ten  years,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Fitchburg,  was  a 
graduate  of  Williams  College  in  1810,  and  at  Andover 
Theological  Seminary  in  1813. 

He  was  dismissed  at  his  own  re(|uest,  March  3, 
1834,  by  a  council,  and  was  settled  in  Charlotte,  Vt., 
aud  afterwards  in  Hardwick,  in  this  State.  He  died 
in  West  Brookfield,  April  12,  1840. 
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The  nest  pastor  was  Rev.  Israel  W.  Putnam.  He 
was  a  iiiitive  of  Danvers,  Mass.  He  graduated  at 
Dartiuoutli  College,  1809,  and  at  the  Theological 
SoiniDary  at  Andovcr  in  1814.  He  was  settled  as 
pa.-^tor  of  the  North  Churcli  in  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
from  March  15,  1815,  to  March  15,  1835,  and  was 
installed  pastor  of  thi.s  church  Oct.  28,  1835. 

Much  that  has  herewitli  been  presented  concerning 
the  Fir.-t  Congregational  Church  and  parish  in  Mid- 
dleboro'  was  derived  from  several  historic  discourses 
delivereil.  in  1845,  by  Rev.  Israel  \V.  Putnam,  com- 
memorative of  the  completion  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  since  the  original  gathering  and  formation 
of  that  church. 

Dkacons  of  the  First  Ciiuucn. — John  Ben- 
net,  the  earliest  deacon  of  this  church,  has  already 
been  noticed  on  a  previous  page. 

Ebenezer  Tinkham  was  deacon  at  an  early  date  in 
the  history  of  this  church.  (See  notice  of  him  on  a 
previous  page.) 

Jonathan  Cobb  was  deacon  in  1738  ;  how  much 
earlier  not  certainly  known. 

Samuel  Barrows  was  ordained  deacon  July  25, 
1725.  He  w;is  admitted  to  member.ship  Feb.  20, 
1715.  He  died  Dec.  30,  1755,  in  his  eighty-third 
year,  and  must  therefore  have  been  born  in  or  near 
1673.  He  was  elected  a  selectman  of  Middleboro' 
ID  1723,  and  by  successive  elections  held  that  office 
for  twelve  consecutive  years.  In  1744  he  was  again 
chosen,  and  held  tlie  position  one  year.  He  probably 
acted  as  deacon  for  several  years  before  being  or- 
dained as  such,  as  the  title  is  applied  to  his  name  in 
the  public  records  of  Middleboro'  as  early  as  1723, 
and  perhaps  before.  Deacon  Samuel  Barrows  was 
elected  to  represent  the  town  of  Middleboro'  in  the 
General  Court  that  commenced  its  .session  in  Boston, 
Wednesday,  May  25,  1720,  and  re-elected  to  that 
place  in  1730-31  and  1733-34.  In  the  division 
that  occurred  in  this  church  immediately  after  the 
death  of  Rev.  Peter  Thatcher,  Deacon  Samuel  Bar- 
rows, with  sixteen  or  seventeen  male  members  of  the 
church,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  parish,  took 
the  side  of  the  "  old  lights,"  or  ''  standing  party,"  as 
sometimes  called,  which  party  in  many  New  England 
churches  came  finally  to  reiireaent  the  Unitarian  ele- 
ment as  opposed  to  the  Trinitarian,  the  intellectual 
rather  than  emotional,  those  of  less  faith  and  more 
knowledge,  and  who  sought  to  be  practically  good 
rather  than  professionally  pious ;  who  accounted  good 
works  as  better  than  good  words,  and  well  doing  more 
essential  than  well  saying,  in  short,  who  sought  to  bear 
the  cross  themselves  rather  than  get  oflF  with  the  cheap 
excuse  that  "  Jesus  jiaid  it  all ;"  and  if  such,  indeed. 


I  were  the  children  of  this  world  in  their  generation,  then 

;  were  those  in  that  generation  wiser  than  the  children 
of  light,  either  new  or  old  ;  and  singularly  enough,  in 
their  efforts  to  cause  things  to  remain  in  statu  quo, 
those  Unitarians  have  made  greater  departures  from 
the  faith  and  practices  of  their  fathers,  as  also  as  more 
of  them,  tlian  the  "  new  lights,"  whose  new-fangled 
doctrines  they  could  neither  tolerate,  fellowship,  or 

I  patiently  endure;  and  thus  have  both  parties  pmcti- 
caily  illustrated  the  conduct  of  that  son  who  said  he 
would  go  and  went  not,  and  he  who  said  he  would 

i  not  go  and  yet  went.' 

'  Ephraim  Wood  was  ordained  deacon  July  25, 
1725.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Wood,  and  born  in 
or  near  the  year  1679.  Admitted  to  membership  in 
this  church  Aug.  22,  1715.  He  died  July  9,  1744, 
in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

Samuel  Wood  was  chosen  deacon  Jan.  30,  1735, 
and  ordained  to  that  office  March  5,  1737.  Deacon 
Samuel  Wood  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Wood,  and  a 
brother  of  Deacon  Ephraim  Wood.  Deacon  Samuel 
Wood  was  born  in  or  about  1684.  He  was  a  select- 
man of  Middleboro'  in  1744 ;  representative  to  the 
General  Court  in  1744,  and  again  in  1745.  He 
joined  this  church  March  4,  1718. 

Ebenezer  Finney  came  to  Middleboro'  from  Nor- 
ton. He  united  with  this  church  Nov.  3,  1734;  was 
made  a  deacon  in  1737,  and  died  Sept.  21,  1745,  in 
his  forty-seventh  year;  born  in  or  about  1G98. 

Benjamin  Tucker  was  chosen  deacon  in  November, 
1745.  He  was  admitted  to  membership  March  24, 
1729.  He  died  July  9,  1781,  in  his  seventy-sixth 
year;  born  in  or  near  the  year  1705;  elected  a  se- 
lectman of  Middleboro'  for  the  years  1748-49,  1750- 
51,  and  1752.  He  was  town  treasurer  in  1744,  and 
representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1746;  com- 
missioned as  a  coroner  for  the  county  of  Plymouth 
Dec.  27,  1734,  and  that  appointment  renewed  Oct. 
10,  1755,  and  Jan.  28,  1762. 

Gcrshom  Cobb  was  made  deacon  at  the  same  date 
as  Benjamin  Tucker.  Deacon  Gershom  Cobb  was 
born  1714;  admitted  to  membership  in  this  church 
July  1,  1739.  In  his  old  age  he  left  Middleboro' 
and  removed  to  Hardwick. 

Benjamin  Thomas  came  from  Carver.      He  joined 

I  this  church   Aug.  19,  1742,  and  was  chosen  deacon 

I  May  23,  1776;  died  July  9,  1800,  aged  seventy- 
eight  ;  represented  Middleboro'  in  the  General  Court 

!  '  It  is  hoped  that  neither  party,  Unitarian  or  Trinit;iriuii, 
will  take  olfunae  at  the  free  expreseiond  iiidulgud  by  the  writer, 
who  is  an  avowed  infidel,  and  well  near  an  Atheist,  aa  it  is  from 
such  a  stand-point  that  these  matters  are  viewed. 
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iu    1776-77,  1779,  and  17S8.     His  funei-iil  seruiou, 
pieaclied  by  Rev.  Joseph  Barker,  was  printed. 

Ichabnd  Morton  was  received  iuto  this  cliurcli  May 
11,  17C0  ;  chosen  deacon  Jan.  3,  1782;  died  May 
10,  1809,  iu  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  cou- 
sei(Uently  must  have  been  born  iu  or  about  1724. 

Abiier  Bourne  joined  tlie  cliurch  Dec.  1,  1782  ; 
cliosen  deacon  Juue  8,  1796;  conioiittcd  suicide  May 
25,  1806,  being  in  tlie  fifty  uinlh  year  of  Lis  age. 
He  was  a  selectman  of  Middieboro'  in  1784-86,  and 
1788-89.  Of  tlie  second  company  in  the  local  mi- 
litia of  Middieboro'  he  was  commissioned  ensign,  to 
rank  from  May  9,  1776  ;  promoted  to  lieutenant  April 
S,  1778,  and  to  captain  Juue  2,  1780.  He  cum- 
uuinded  tliat  company  on  an  expedition  to  Rliode 
Island  iu  war  of  American  Revolution. 

Josliua  Eddy  united  with  this  churcli  April  9, 
1797,  and  was  elected  deacon  Oct.  10,  180iJ.  He 
died  May  1,  1833.  A  very  interesting  and  iustruc- 
tive  account  of  liim  wa.s  published  in  the  July  issue 
of  tlie  "  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,"  in  1854,  to  which  a  further  allusion  may 
properly  be  made  in  the  military  history  of  this  town. 

Perez  Thomas  joined  July  13,  1802,  and  became 
deacon  May  4,  1803.  He  died  May  21,  1828,  aged 
scventy-.seven.  He  was  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  in  1787. 

Calvin  Tillson  became  a  member  May  22,  18()3, 
and  was  cliosen  deacon  Aug.  13,  1819.  He  died 
July  3,  1852,  in  his  eighty-third  year. 

Samuel  Sampson  was  received  into  this  church 
Aug.  14,  1808  ;  chosen  deacon  Juue  3U,  1826  ;  died 
July  30,  1850,  aged  eighty-six. 

James  Sprout  joimd  Nov.  17,  1810;  cliosen  dea- 
con Oct.  26,  1834  ;  died  April  15,  1837,  in  his  sixty- 
third  year.  He  was  by  trade  u  carpenter,  and  was 
the  architect  of  the  cliurch  edifice  of  this  church  and 
society,  erected  in  1828,  and  dedicated  Jan.  1,  1829. 

John  Freeman  became  a  member  July  12,  1807; 
elected  deacon  Oct.  26,  1834  ;  died  Feb.  20,  1847, 
aged  fifty-nine.  He  had  been  dismissed  to  a  church 
at  Carver  in  1846. 

Ilonitio  G.  Wood  was  received  Aug.  15,1819; 
clioseu  deacon  Dec.  2,  1842;  dismissed  to  the  Cen- 
tral Congregational  Church  in  iMiddleboro',  1847, 
wherein  he  became  a  deacna. 

Nathaniel  Eddy,  admitted  to  membership  July  23, 
1807  ;   made  deacon  1852. 

The  first  meeting-house  of  this  First  Congregational 
Cliurch  ill  Middieboro'  is  said  to  have  been  located 
near  the  former  residence  of  the  late  Dr.  Stertevaiit, 
and  wa.s  probably  used  as  a  place  of  public  worship 
during  the   ministry  of  Rev.  Samuel   Fuller,  and  re- 


maining as  late  as  the  year  1701,  in  August  of  which 
it  was  sold  at  auction  for  Hb  2s. 

The  second  meeting-house  was  built  on  what  is 
knowu  as  the  lower  green,  and  near  where  now  stands 
a  school-house.  It  was  erected  in  1700.  Tlie  dimen- 
sions were  thirty-six  feet  by  thirty,  and  sixteen-foot 
stud.  It  at  first  had  two  ridge  poles  and  four  gable- 
ends,  but  in  1745  this  was  changed  for  a  pitched  muf, 
so  culled. 

The  third  house  of  public  worship  stood  a  few  rods 
northeast  of  the  present  church  edifice,  and  was 
erected  in  1745.  It  was  raised  on  the  17tli  of  July 
in  that  year.  The  land  on  which  it  stood  was  jmr- 
chased  of  Ebenezer  Sproutt  by  deed  bearing  date 
June  9,  1745,  and  came  to  be  called  the  upper 
green. 

The  fourth  liouse  is  that  still  standing,  having  been 
erected  in  1828.  The  lot  was  purchased  of  Zelias 
Cushman  in  1827.  The  building  of  this  house  cost 
nearly  thirteen  thousand  dollars.  Deacon  James 
Sproutt  was  the  architect.  The  house  was  dedicated 
Jan.  1,  1829.  The  parsonage  hou^e  was  built  iu 
1832.  The  land  on  whicii  it  stands  was  purchased  of 
Hercules  Cushman. 

The  Fund  of  the  First  Congi!.eg.vi'ion.\l 
CllUKCll  AND  SociKTY. — The  house  built  by  llev. 
Sylvauus  Conant  was  by  his  heirs  sold  to  this  parish, 
and  was  by  the  parish  sold  to  Rev.  Joseph  Barker, 
and  the  sale-money  funded.  At  a  later  date  Mr. 
Samuel  Tinkham  devised  the  whole  of  his  farm  in 
"  the  Little  Precinct"  to  this  parish,  the  income  of 
which  was  to  be  for  the  support  of  the  minister  for 
the  time  being.  The  fund  was  soon  sufficient  by  its 
income  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  pastor,  and  was  so 
appropriated  until  the  dismissal  of  Itev.  Mr.  l']atoii. 
By  a  process  that  aeems  not  to  be  wholly  understood. 
and  by  the  erection  of  a  parsonage,  this  fund  was 
diminished  from  nine  thousand  dollars  to  less  than 
three  thousand,  so  that  the  greater  part  of  the  salary 
had  to  be  raised  by  subscription. 

Mr.  Tinkham  and  wife  were  exemplary  members  of 
the  church.  The  following  is  the  iiiseiipiiuii  on  their 
monument  ou  "  the  Hill,"  where  they  are  buried  : 

"  ErectfU  by  the  direction  of  tbo  First  1'ri.ciin.l  "t  .Mi.lilli;- 
boro'  tu  tho  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Tinlili.im,  wbo  .licil  .Marcli 
2Slh,  I  TUB,  ugeil  72  yiiaivs  anil  lour  ilays. 

'•  Wbcn  in  lift)  be  was  beuovoleut  to  tbe  poor,  iinJ  in  bis  lu.-t 
will  gave  all  bis  real  estate  for  the  8up|iort  uf  Ibu  pulilic  wor- 
:,bip  of  Goil  in  tbid  precinct. 

"  Patience,  widow  of  said  Samuel,  died  Nov.  J,  I  SI  I,  aj^eJ  'J2." 

Other  Congregational  Societies  and  Churches. 
— From  the  date  of  the  incoiporalion  of  the  town  of 
Middieboro'  until  July  19,  1719, — a  period  of  half  a 
century, — the  geographical  limits  of  the  entire  town 
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were  embraced  in  oue  purisli  ;  that  was  then  divided, 
und  tlienceforth  Tor  a  time  icnown  as  the  East  and 
West  Piecincts.  The  East  Precinct  contained  the 
meutiiiii-house  and  much  the  largest  portion  of  the 
luembcMS  of  the  church. 

The  dividing  line  between  llie  precincts  was  drawn 
from  a  point  near  the  mouth  of  Fall  Brook,  and  run- 
ning westerly  by  the  Trout  Brook  to  the  line  of 
Taunton. 

The  West  Precinct  included  what  was  tiicn  the 
southwest  part  of  Middleboro',  since  set  off  and  made 
a  new  and  distinct  town,  called  Lakeville. 

"The  West  Precinct  also  included  a  part  of  the  then 
township  (now  city)  of  Taunton. 

How  many  members  of  the  First  Church  wore  dis- 
missed to  become  members  of  the  West  Precinct 
Church,  organized  Oct.  6,  1725,  is  not  now  positively 
known. 

The  records  of  the  old  and  now  East  Precinct 
Church  show  that  Ebenezer  Richmond  and  William 
Strobridge  became  members  of  the  West  Precinct 
Church,  and  on  the  24th  of  March,  1727,  Elizabeth 
Hackct  was  dismissed  to  join  that  church. 

From  the  most  reliable  evidences  now  to  be  obtained 
(as  some  parts  of  the  early  records  are  lost)  the  church 
of  the  West  Precinct  was  formed  Oct.  6,  1725. 

The  names  of  the  female  members  at  the  date  of 
the  formation  are  not  now  known,  but  the  male  members 
were  as  follows  :  John  Thrasher,  Ebenezer  Richmond, 
James  Reed,  Richard  Waste,  Samuel  Hoar,  Thomas 
Pickens,  Williniu  Ho.ikins,  John  Huckelt,  James 
Sproutt,  Elections  Reynolds,  Edward  Richmond,  and 
William  Strobridge.  The  first  or  earliest  church  edi- 
fice in  the  West  Precinct  stood  upon  the  easterly  side 
of  the  highway,  a  few  rods  south  of  the  former  resi- 
dence of  the  late  William  Paul,  and  was  erected  in 
1724.  Rev.  Benjamin  Ruggles  was  the  first  settled 
minister  in  this  West  Precinct  or  Parish.  He  ac- 
cepted the  call  by  letter  bearing  date  of  Oct.  25, 1724, 
which  was  in  reply  to  a  vote  of  the  precinct  or  parish 
passed  Sept.  8,  1724.  It  was  at  first  agreed  to  give 
Rev.  Ml.  Ruggles  ninety  pounds  as  a  settlement, and 
to  pay  him  at  the  rate  of  seventy  pounds  per  year  for 
his  services,  but  the  yearly  pay  was  from  time  to  time 
incrc:iscd  until  it  reached  oue  hundred  pounds,  and, 
perhap.s.  even  more,  as  shown  by  the  precinct  or  par- 
ish records,  still  well  preserved  ;  but  it  may  have  been 
that  the  apparent  incrcasu  in  his  salary  was  only  ficti- 
tious, and  made  to  cancel  the  loss  that  he  would  other- 
wise have  sustained  from  a  depreciating  currency. 

The  ordination  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Ruggles  as  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  the  West  Precinct 
or  Parish  of  Middleboro'  occurred  on  the  17th  day 


of  November,  1725,  from  which  time  he  continued  to 
labor,  with  much  acceptance  and  usefulness,  till  his 
dismission  in  December,  1753,  or  a  period  of  twenty- 
eight  years.  His  name  appears  in  the  histoiy  of  his 
time  as  a  friend  of  revivals,  but  the  lo.ss  of  the  rec- 
ords of  this  church  prevents  the  giving  of  the  names 
of  those  who  were  added  during  his  ministry  (that 
covered  the  period  still  known  as  that  of  the  ''great 
awakening"  or  "  great  revival"  begun  in  1741 ;.  Rev. 
Benjamin  RuL'gles  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1721. 
During  the  ministry  here  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Ruggles, 
Edward  Richmond  and  John  Hackett  sustained  the 
positions  of  deacons,  both  of  whom  were  probably 
appointed  in  1725. 

From  the  close  of  Mr.  Ruggles'  ministry  for  a 
period  of  nearly  eight  years  this  church  was  destitute 
of  a  regularly-settled  pastor,  the  pulpit  being  tempo- 
rarily supplied  by  seven  different  ministers,  and 
although  this  condition  of  affairs  was  attended  with 
what  was  regarded  as  "spiritual  declension,"  yet 
during  that  time  (viz.,  1759)  the  old  meetinghouse 
was  abandoned  and  its  place  supplied  by  the  erection 
of  a  large,  commodious,  and  comparatively  expensive 
church  edifice,  that  continued  to  be  used  as  a  place 
of  public  worship  until  1835,  or  a  term  of  about 
seventy-six  years.  The  site  of  that  house  wa-s  a  few 
feet  westerly  of  the  present  neat  and  convenient 
chapel,  that  was  erected  in  1835.  The  second 
meeting-house  was  supplied  with  galleries  upon  three 
sides,  and  also  with  a  projection  over  the  pulpit,  a 
little  higher  than  the  minister's  head,  which  projec- 
tion was  familiarly  known  as  the  "  sounding-board," 
but  had  no  steeple,  and  appeared  upon  the  outside  to 
have  always  been  free  from  the  adornments  of  paint. 
The  "spiritual  declension"  before  alluded  to,  together 
with  the  term  of  nearly  eight  years  suffered  to  jiass 
in  which  the  church  and  precinct  were  destitute  of  a 
regularly-settled  pastor,  being  temporarily  supplied  by 
seven  different  ministers,  and  during  which  time  the 
second  house  of  worship  was  erected,  doubtless  gave 
rise  to  the  doggerel  description,  which  tradition  has 
preserved  of  that  house  and  its  worshiping  congrega- 
tion, in  the  censorious  words, — 

"  High  bouse  without  a  steeple, 
Blind  guide.'*  and  ignurunt  {>uu|ile." 

Rev.  Caleb  Turner  was  the  second  pastor  of  this 
church,  being  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  therein 
April  IG,  17G1.  He,  like  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ruggles,  was 
a  student  of  Yale  College,  where  Mr.  Turner  graduated 
in  1758.  His  mini.stry  here  was  long  and  happy,  or 
at  least  reasonably  happy,  and  continued  from  1701 
until  1801,  a  period  of  about  forty  years. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Caleb  Turner  twenty- 


970 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


fuur  persons  were  received  to  membership  in  this  ! 
church.  He  administered  the  ordinance  of  baptism 
to  one  hundred  and  eighty,  solemnized  three  hundred  , 
and  one  marriages,  and  attended  about  three  hundred  i 
funerals.  His  remains  and  those  of  his  wife  were 
inteired  in  tiic  ancient  cemetery  near  by,  and  graves  ] 
of  both  marlicd  by  suitable  gravestones  bearing  in-  i 
scriptions.  ,  j 

Job  Macomber  was  appointed  a  deacon  of  this 
church  in  17(>2,  Scth  Richmond  and  Jo.seph  Rich- 
mond in  17UG,  George  Leonard  and  Benjamin  Dean 
in  1792,  and  George  Staples  in  1799. 

Thomas  Crafts,  the  lliird  pastor  of  this  church,  was 
installed  as  such  Nov.  18,  1801.  Mr.  Crafts  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  in  1783.  He  remained  as  pastor 
eighteen  years,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

Samuel  Staples  was  appointed  deacon  of  this  church 
in  1803,  John  Morton  in  1804,  and  Edward  Paul  in 
1812.  During  the  minittrations  of  Rev.  Mr.  Crafts 
to  tills  people  sixty-two  persons  were  admitted  to 
membership  (6lly-five  by  profession  and  seven  by 
letter).  He  administered  eighty-seven  bapti.sms  and 
soletunizcd  sixty-one  marriages.  At  the  commence- 
meut  of  his  labors  here  the  church  numbered  but 
about  a  dozen  members,  that  during  his  ministry 
were  so  increased  as  to  leave  forty  at  its  close. 

The  fourth  pastor  was  Rev.  John  Shaw,  who  was 
installed  July  21,  1819.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1805.  His 
ministry  iiere  continued  fifteen  years,  during  which 
sixty-five  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church  by 
profession  and  eight  by  letter,  or  seveuty-three  in  the 
whole.  i 

He  administered  sixty-eight  baptisms,  and  solem-  j 
nized  one  hundred   and  thirty-three  marriages.     At 
the  close  of  his  labors  here  the  church   consisted  of  : 
.seventy-four  members.  ' 

Refore  coming  to   Middlcboro',  Rev.  John   Shaw 
liad  been  settled  in  the   ministry  at  Carver,  where  he 
was  ordained  in  1807.      Mr.  Shaw   left  Sliddleboro'  , 
in  1834,  and  for  two  years  this  church  was  without  a 
pastor,  and  during  that  time  (viz.,  in  1835)  the  old 
Mieeting-house,  erected  in  1759,  was  taken  down  and  i 
a  third  house  of  worihip  erected,  which  continues  to  ' 
be  used  for  that  purpo.se  until  the  present  time. 

Willie  Rev.  John  Shaw  was  pastor  of  this  church 
tlie  following-named   members  were    appointed  dea-  1 
cons  :    Caleb    Bassett    and     Benjamin    Riclimond    in  ' 
1821,  Epiiraim  Leach  and  Zattu  Pickens  in  1828.       | 

Rev.  Homer  Barrows,  the  fifth  pastor,  was  ordained  j 
in  183G.      He  was  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in 

1831.      He  remained   here   until    June    1,   1842,  or  ; 

I 

about  .six  years,  and  during  his  pastorate  thirty-seven  ' 


persons  joined  this  church  by  profession  and  five  by 
letter.  He  administered  thirty-four  baptisni.s  and 
solemnized  twenty-nine  marriages.  Andrew  Huskins 
was  appointed  deacon  in  1838. 

The  sixth  pastor  was  Rev.  Jesse  K.  Bragg,  a  grad- 
uate of  Amherst  College  in  1838.  His  pastorate 
over  this  church  commenced  Oct.  19,  1842,  and 
ended  June  30,  1851,  continuing  a  little  loss  than 
nine  years.  During  that  time  the  adniLssions  to  this 
church  were  eighty-five  persons,  viz.,  sixty-nine  by 
profession  and  sixteen  by  letter.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Bragg  in  the  mean  time  administered  sixty-.'^even  bap- 
tisms, solemnized  sixty-two  luarriages,  and  attended 
one  hundred  funerals.  The  church  at  tlie  close  of 
Mr.  Bragg's  labors  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Rev.  Calvin  Chapman,  the  seventh  pastor,  com- 
mcDced  his  ministerial  labors  here  in  July,  1851,  and 
was  installed  on  the  22d  of  October  in  that  year.  He 
graduated  at  Bowdoin  College  in  1839.  His  minis- 
try here  terminated  Oct.  30,  1857.  Admissions  to 
the  church  five,  viz.,  three  by  profession  and  two  by 
letter. 

Rev.  Augustine  Root  was  ordained  and  installed  as 
eighth  pastor  May  20,  1858.  His  ministerial  labors 
here  closed  May  13,  1860.  During  the  tw6  years  of 
his  pastorate  fifteen  persons  were  added  to  the  church, 
and  all  by  profession.  Frederick  A.  Paul  and  My- 
rick  Haskins  were  appointed  deacons  in  1858. 

During  the  next  year  no  minister  was  settled,  but 
about  four  months  of  the  time  the  pulpit  was  filled  by 
Rev.  George  G.  Perkins,  and  as  stated  supply  he 
preached  from  May  4,  18G1,  to  May  3,  1HG3.  The 
admissions  to  the  church  were  twelve  by  piolessioii 
and  two  by  letter. 

Rev.  James  Ward  preached  to  this  church  and 
society  from  June  7,  1SG3,  until  Dec.  G,  ISGS,  and 
during  that  time  two  persons  were  admitted  tu  church 
membership  by  profession. 

Rev.  Homer  Barrows,  a  former  pastor,  resumed 
ministerial  labors  here  Oct.  31,  18G9,  and  remained 
until  April  21,  1872,  having  admitted  to  the  church 
eight  persons  by  profession. 

From  April  20,  1873,  to  Si-pt.  30,  1877,  Rcv. 
Charles  W.  Wood  labored  as  stated  supply.  The 
additions  in  four  years  and  five  months  were  eleven 
by  profession  and  two  by  letter. 

Rev.  I.  C.  Thacher  preached  here  from  Oct.  7, 
1877,  to  January,  1880.  He  was  installed  as  the 
ninth  pastor  Jan.  15,  1879.  Twenty-four  persons 
were  admitted  into  the  church  by  prol'ession  and 
seven  by  letter.  James  W.  Paul  was  appointed  dea- 
con in  1879. 

This   church,    religious   society,   and    precinct   has 
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been  unusually  fortunate  in  the  liberality  of  two  of 
its  parishiocers,  viz.,  Mr.  Nicholas  Roche  and  Hugh 
Mont-^oiuery,  Esq. 

Mr.  Roche,  eighty  years  ago,  made  this  precinct 
the  present  of  a  hearse  or  carriage  for  the  dead. 
That  gift,  as  nearly  as  can  now  be  ascertained,  was 
uiade  by  Mr.  Roche  about  four  years  before  his  death, 
and  in  his  last  will  and  testament  he  bequeathed  as  a 
fund  for  the  support  of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
in  this  precinct  or  parish  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
dollars. 

The  remains  of  Mr.  Roche  were  interred  in  an 
ancient  cemetery  then  in  Middleboro',  now  in  Lake- 
ville,  and  his  grave  marked  by  a  handsome  slab  of 
white  marble,  laid  horizontally  upon  a  substantial  free- 
stone base.  That  tombstone  bears  the  following  in- 
scription : 

"This  Monumental  stone  is  erected 

in  Memory  of 

Mr.  Nicholas  Rociik 

Who  died  Oct.  the  31"  18U8 

Aged  85  Yearn. 

He  \?as  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland 

and  cnme  fi-om  tiienco  to  America  in  the  days 

of  his  youth  vvbore  by  indefatigable 

industry  ho  accumulated 

an  handsome  fortune 

a  valuable  part  of  which  he  bequeathed 

for  the  support  of  the  gospel  Ministry 

in  this  and  some  of  the  adjacent 

CuDgregational  Societies 

lie  gave  several  large  bequests  to  individuals 

and  the  remaining  part  of  his  estate 

he  directed  his  executors  to  distribute  according 

to  their  Judgment  among.st  (he 

sober,  huuest,  and  industrious  poor. 

The  dccca^ed  sustained  through  life  an 

irreproachable  moral  character. 

The  virtues  which  he  practiced  and  the 

Judicious  di:)pusal 

which  he  made  of  his  valuable  property  more 

than  any  posthumous  eulogiuin  speak  his 

praise." 

Hugh  Montgomery,  Esq.,  waa  a  native  of  Middle- 
boro', that  part  now  Lakeville,  but  spent  the  most  of 
his  life  in  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Boston.  His 
remains  rest  near  those  of  Mr.  Roche.  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery loft  to  this  church  and  society,  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars.  That 
with  the  money  given  by  Mr.  Roche  now  constitutes 
a  fund  of  seven  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Montgomery 
also  gave  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  improvement  of 
the  ancient  cemetery  where  his  remains  are  buried. 

Middleboro'  and  Halifax  Congregational 
Church. — The  town  of  Halifax  was  incorporated  July 
4,  1734,  from  parts  of  Middleboro',  Pembroke,  and 
Plympton,    soon    after   which    the    following-named 


members  of  the  First  Church  were  dismissed  to  be- 
come members  of  the  Halifax  Cliurcli : 

Ichabod  Standish,  Isaac  Tinkham,  Eboiiezcr  Fuller, 
John  Fuller,  Timothy  Wood,  Thomas  Thompson, 
Ebenezer  Cobb,  John  Drew,  Jr.,  Hannah  Fuller, 
Phebe  Standish,  Abigail  Tinkham,  Elizabeth  Fuller, 
Mary  Wood,  Elizabeth  Thompson,  Mary  Thompson, 
Sr.,  Mary  Thompson,  Lidia  Cobb,  Sarah  Drew,  and 
Elizabeth  Drew. 

These  were  dismissed  Oct.  13,  1734,  and  were 
among  the  original  members  of  a  Congregational 
Church  there  established,  and  which  still  exists. 

Rev.  John  Cotton  was  settled  as  the  first  pastor  of 
the  Halifax  Church,  and  he  afterwards  attained  to 
considerable  distinction  in  civil  office,  as  also  in  the 
field  of  literature. 

The  successors  of  Mr.  Cotton  as  pastors  of  this 
Middleboro'  and  Halifax  Church  and  Society  wore  as 
follows:  Rev.  William  Patten,  ordained  in  1757; 
Rev.  Ephraim  Briggs,  ordained  in  1769,  and  who 
died  in  1801,  and  was  the  same  year  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Abel  Richmond,  Rev.  Elbridge  G.  Howe,  and 
llev.  Freeman  P.  Howland.  But  a  more  extended 
account  would  more  properly  constitute  a  part  of  the 
history  of  Halifax  instead  of  Middleboro'. 

The  Titicut  Congregational  Church  and  Parish. 
— Rev.  S.  Hopkins  Emery,  now  of  Taunton,  Muss.,  in 
a  religious  discourse  delivered  before  this  church  and 
society,  June  6,  1875,  when  speaking  of  its  original 
gathering  and  formation,  said, — 

"The  controversy  which  at  this  time  raged  throughout  New 
England,  especially  in  Connecticut,  between  what  were  callL-<l 
the  New  Lights,  or  new  measure  revival  men,  and  tlie  old  estab- 
lished churches,  more  stiff,  staid,  and  formal  in  their  ways, — 
this  controversy  reached  the  Titicut  plantatiuu,  and  was  quite 
heated  in  all  this  region. 

"  Those  of  you  who  have  read  the  history  of  those  exciting 
times,  when  Whitetield,  Davenport,  and  the  Tennents  were  in 
the  midft  of  their  evaogotist  movements,  when  President  Ed- 
wards, Bellamy,  and  Hopkins  were  at  the  height  of  their  power 
and  commanding  intluence,  need  not  that  I  should  go  into 
I    details. 

i       "  It  was  the  period  of  the  Great  Awakening,  as  it  has  been 
!   called,  or  rather  I  am  coming  to  a  period  when  theru  may  be 
I   said  to  have  occurred  a  reaction  and  a  sad  decline. 
**  The  Great  Awakening  was  in  17-lU. 

'*  There  wore  sad  divisions,  even  among  good  men,  concerning 
methods  and  measures. 

"  It  is  most  melancholy,  the  narrative  of  party  feeling  and 
party  strife,  crimination  and  recrimination  in  connection  ^vitb 
the  extraordinary  efforts  which  were  then  put  forth  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Christ's  kingdom. 

"The  Prince  of  Peace  oould  hardly  have  looked  down  upon 
all  that  transpired  with  His  favor. 

"  Alas  I  liow  many  crimes  have  been  committed  against  God 
and  man  at  such  times  of  wicked  provocation,  und  what  I'eartuI 
breaches  of  the  good  law  of  Christian  fellowship  and  brotherly 
jove ! 
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'•The  coininotion  was  full  liere. 

"All  these  jcurs  of  which  I  liiive  heen  speaking,  from  1713, 
wlien  Ihe  precinct  was  set  off,  to  1747,  no  church  organiziilion 
h;ij  sprunj^  up,  for  the  reason,  prohably,  timt  the  cliurclies  in 
the  vicinity,  and  those  of  this  precinct  who  would  be  likely  to 
constitute  the  churcli,  were  not  quite  certain  whether  it  would 
be  on  Old  Light  or  a  New  Light  Church." 

Here  was  oue  of  the  numerous  illustratioos  of  the 

truth  of  the  deelaratioD,  "  Tlie  cliildrcu  of  this  world 

are  wiser  in   tlieir    generation   than    the  children  of 

lii;ht,"  for  while  the  latter  were  unable  practically  to 

learn  the  great  lesson, 

'*  For  modes  of  faith  let  graceless  zealots  tight, 
His  can't  be  wrong  whose  life  is  in  the  right," 

the  former  had  been  collecting  the  materials  of  which 
to  build  a  meeting-house,  and  as  early  as  Jan.  25, 
1744,  voted  to  raise  fifteen  pounds,  old  tenor,  by  way 
of  tax  for  the  support  of  a  minister. 

Again  the  outside  wicked  worldlings,  upon  the  4th 
of  February,  1745,  showed  a  still  greater  anxiety  to 
promote  the  cause  (it  was  so  common  for  professed 
Uhristiaiis  to  say  these  "  had  no  part  or  lot  in")  "  by 
voting  thirty  pounds,  old  tenor,  for  preaching,  and, 
March  3Ist,  to  have  preaching,  and  to  have  Mr. 
Tucker  to  preach,  if  he  may  be  obtained,  and  that 
Abiezer  Edaon  shall  board  him;"  which  last  clause  is 
of  itself  enough  to  show  that  the  persons  voting  were 
practically-  instead  of  spiritually-minded,  for  they  had 
the  worldliness  to  provide  for  Mr.  Tucker  in  what  he 
should  eat  and  drink  and  wherewitlial  be  clothed, 
thus  so  conclusively  showing  theirs  was  not  faith 
but  works,  "  for  after  all  these  things  do  the  Gentiles 
seek,"  that  for  this  or  some  other  cause  Mr.  Tucker 
refused  to  be  employed  by  them  at  all,  and  so  was 
tediously  prolonged  the  time  that  in  Titicut  Precinct 
or  Parish  the  saints  would  not,  and  the  sinners  could 
not,  esiabliah  a  regular  ministry  and  preaching  of  the 
gospel  among  them. 

But  before  we  further  go  in  stating  what  was  at- 
tempted, and,  from  one  cause  or  another,  failed  to  be 
accomplished,  let  us  adopt  and  proceed  to  be  governed 
by  a  chronological  system,  mentioning  occurrences  and 
facts  in  the  order  that  these  severally  and  successively 
transpired,  thus  showing  more  regard  for  the  what  and 
the  wlirii  than  to  who  were  the  actors  in  the  relative 
Older  of  our  successive  notices,  and  to  do  which  will 
coiumcnce  with  the  petition  of  the  people  of  this  lo- 
cality, asking  to  bo  set  off,  and  by  law  established,  as 
a  precinct  or  parish.      Here  is  a  copy  of  that  petition: 

"  Pilovl.NCE  OF  THE   Massaciiusktts  Uay. 
''  I'll  Hit  Exctlltitvy  tite  Guveniunr,  the  l/uiiititrabte  CutiHcii,  and 

lOmne  uf  litjfrcutfiilutive't,  in    Gi:nerut  Ctmrt  iitttttiihled,  Mttij 

■I'jili,  1743. 

"  The  Meioori.il  of  us,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  part  of 
Hi  idgewater  and  part  of  Mitldlohorough,  humbly  shewctli,  That 


we  being  voted  off  from  said  towns,  in  order  for  a  distinct  Town- 
ship, did,  at  your  session  in  May  last  past,  petition  for  the  os- 
tablishment  thereoff,  our  petition  being  lodged  in  Council  as  we 
are  informed,  And  not  acted  upon,  ^Ve  do  therefore  pray  that 
our  said  petition  may  be  revived,  and  that  if  your  Excellency 
and  Honours  do  not  see  meet  to  set  us  otf  a  Tovvnship,  that  you 
would  establish  us  a  distinct  Precinct,  according  to  the  bounils 
of  the  votes  of  the  towns  herewith  c.\lubitcd,  that  being  our 
present  request  unto  you.  That  so  we  may  enjoy  the  (iospcl 
privileges  among  ourselves.  That  so  we  may  worship  Go'l,  so 
a^  to  bring  a  Blessing  on  ouiselves  and  chiljrcu.  And  that 
your  E.\cel]ency  and  honours  would  rcinerubL-r  and  act  for  us, 
we,  your  humble  petitioners,  as  in  duty  buniiil,  ^Iki  II  ever  pray." 

The  names  of  the  petitioners  were  as  follows  :  Ben- 
jamin Shaw,  Joseph  Leach,  Henry  Bichiuuud,  Fran- 
cis Eaton,  William  Hooper,  Nathaniel  Houper,  Amos 
Keith,  Joseph  Grossman,  David  Shaw,  Ezra  Wash- 
burn, Daniel  Casewall,  Nehemiah  Washburn,  Joshua 
Fobes,  Benjamin  Washburn,  William  Bryant,  Ben- 
jamin Leach,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Shaw,  Joseph  Harvey, 
Samuel  Keith,  Jr.,  Jabcz  Cowins,  WiUlaiLi  Aldrieh, 
Israel  Washburn,  Timothy  Leach,  Duvid  Casewall, 
Abiezer  Edson,  Joshua  Fubes,  Jr.,  Sijloiuon  Perkins, 
Henry  Washburn,  John  Keith,  Jr.,  SiuRoii  Leonard, 
Timothy  Bryant,  Nehemiah  Bryant,  James  Keith, 
Samuel  Thurston,  Lemuel  Bryant 

This  petition  received  a  favuiable  notice  from  the 
General  Court  that  by  an  act  passed  Feb.  25,  1744, 
set  off  the  territory  desired,  and  by  law  constituting 
it  a  new,  distinct,  and  separate  precinct,  tliencel'uitli 
known  as  the  Titicut  Parish.  This  date  of  incorpi)- 
ration  is  that  given  by  llev.  S.  Hopkins  l']mcry,  in 
his  history  of  the  church  of  North  Middleboro',  but 
Hon.  Nahuiu  Mitchell,  in  his  history  of  Ciidgewater, 
fixes  that  date  upon  the  4th  of  February,  instead  of 
the  25th  of  that  month.  The  liiat  pariah  meeting 
was  warned  to  be  held  at  the  dwelliug-house  of  Ne- 
hemiah Washburn,  in  Bridgewater,  at  ten  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  Wednesday,  March  21,  1741. 

Of  that  meeting  Nehemiah  Washburn  was  chosen 
moderator,  and  Amos  Keith  clerk,  and  Mr.  Wash- 
burn was  subsequently  made  the  precinct  or  parish 
treasurer.  From  the  date  at  which  the  Titicut  Pariah 
was  incorporated  three  years  was  suffered  to  pass  be- 
fore a  parish  vote  could  be  obtained  to  build  a  church 
edifice.  Doubtless  some  portions  of  the  timber  fur 
such  a  structure  had  been  procured,  and  possibly  fitted 
into  a  proper  frame  that  may  have  been  rai.-ed,  us  at 
the  parish  meeting  held  March  20,  1747,  at  the  house 
of  James  Keith,  it  was  voted  "  to  provide  materials 
to  enclose  and  cover  the  meeting-house  ;"  also  "  to  see 
if  an  answer  has  been  made  to  a  Petition  presented 
to  the  General  Court  for  the  confirmation  of  a  grant 
of  land  given  to  the  precinct  by  the  Indians."  Con- 
cerning the  frame  for  a  meeting-house,  it  appears  that 
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certain  pursons  hud  obtaiuuJ  sucli,  and  that  it  was 
lying  or  standing  near  tlie  house  of  Mr.  Abraham 
Barden,  which  frame  tiie  proprietors  tliereof,  for  a 
named  consideration,  quit-claimed  to  Benjamin  White, 
of  Middleboro',  and  Benjamin  Washburn,  of  Bridge- 
water,  a  committee  chosen  to  act  in  behalf  of  the 
precinct,  and  this,  said  Rev.  Mr.  Emery,  probably  was 
the  frame  removed  to  about  the  present  site  of  the 
church  edifice  in  1747  it  was  voted  to  inclose  and 
cover. 

Of  tiie  first  or  earliest  meeting-house  in  Titicut 
Parish  the  description  given  by  Rev.  Mr.  Emery  was 
as  follows : 

*'  When  enclosed  aoil  covered,  it  still  reiutiincd  unpnintcd. 

"  It  bud  no  Spire,  no  Tower,  no  Bell,  no  place  for  a  bell. 

"  It  was  .limply  a  barn-like  building,  a  mere  frame,  covered 
and  enclosed. 

•'  It  had  three  duors  of  entrance,  on  three  sides,  called  the 
east,  west,  and  south  doors. 

•*Its  windows  were  small,  with  diamond  shaped  glass. 

•'  It  had  no  means  of  warming  in  the  coldest  winter's  day. 

'*  Au  occasional  foot-stove  gave  out  the  smell  and  warmth  of 
fire. 

"  But  this  was  a  luxury  all  were  not  supposed  to  be  able  to 
possess. 

•'  This  3|)ot  in  that  early,  ancient  time  was  more  beautiful 
and  attractive  than  now. 

"  I  describe  it  :is  some  of  the  older  people  remember  it. 

"  It  was  a  pine-forest.  Beautifully  shaded  in  the  beat  of 
summer  was  the  house  of  God. 

'*  The  whisperings  of  the  pines  mingled  with  the  praises  of 
(iod'a  people  as  they  met  here  from  week  to  week  to  worship 
God.  Vei-ily,  the  trees  of  the  tield  did  clap  their  hands.  The 
little  hills  rejoiced  on  every  side.  IIow  still  and  quiet  were 
those  sweet  days  of  sacred  rest !  How  strong  was  the  attraction 
of  the  simple,  unpretending  plain  place  of  worship  which  stood 
here  to  the  few  fauiities  on  citlier  side  of  the  river  which  were 
wont  to^retlier  within  its  consecrated  walls  to  meet  God,  and 
here  Iliio  speak  to  them  through  Ilis  written  Word  or  the  mouth 
of  His  ministering  servants  !" 

But  how  came  tho.se  early  European  settlers  to  be 
thus  fortunately  provided  with  a  place  so  attractive 
and  beautiful  in  which  to  locate  their  unpretending 
little  house  of  public  worship  ?  Was  it  purchased  at  a 
high  price,  or  was  it  a  gift  from  the  most  pious  among 
their  number?  No,  neither,  but  as  when  the  Apostle 
Paul  was  shipwrecked,  his  experiences  at  the  hands 
of  the  heathen  among  whom  he  fell  were  now  re- 
peated ;  for  as  then,  even  now  the  barbarous  people 
showed  HO  little  kindness,  and  immediately  following 
the  vote  passed  to  build  this  church  edifice  was  another 
to  see  if  an  answer  has  been  made  to  a  petition  pre- 
sented to  the  great  and  General  Court  for  the  confirm- 
ation of  a  grant  of  lands  given  to  the  precinct  b^  the 
Indium. 

These  Indians  were  Job  Ahanton,  Stephen  David, 
and  James  Thomas. 


The  Indian  Job  Ahanton  donated  fifteen  acres  of 
land,  declaring  it  to  be  "  for  the  use  of  such  a  gospel 
ministry  aa  is  established  by  the  laws  of  this  province, 
minding  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  a  gospel  min- 
istry." 

Stephen  David  donated  eighteen  acres  and  three- 
quarters,  that  he  expressly  declared  to  be  "  for  the 
encouragement  of  settling  and  maintaining  the  gospel 
ministry  in  said  precinct  agreeable  to  the  good  laws 
of  this  province  ;"  and  thus  nearly  thirty-four  acres  of 
these  two  Indian  men's  land  were  given  towards  the 
support  of  a  preached  gospel. 

But  of  the  meeting-hou.se  lot,  that  spot  of  scarcely 
equal  beauty  and  loveliness  in  the  whole  town,  this 
wa.s  the  free  and  generous  gift  of  that  other  Indian, 
Jamus  Thomas,  the  deed  conveying  which  we  at  the 
riak  of  wearying  our  readers  here  present  entire,  ver- 
batim et  literatim : 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  Presents,  that  I,  James  Thomas  of 
Titicut  in  the  Township  of  Middleborough  in  the  County  of 
Plymouth  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
land, Indian  man  yeoman,  minding  to  encourage  the  interest 
aud  prosperity  of  Titicut  Precinct,  (so  called),  which  consists 
partly  of  said  Middleborough  and  partly  of  Bridgcwater  iu  said 
County,  by  giving  a  certain  piece  of  land  to  said  Fiecinet  for  a 
Meeting  House  to  stand  on,  for  a  Burying  Place  and  for  a  Train- 
ing Field,  and  having  obtained  liberty  and  power  of  the  great 
and  General  Court  of  said  Province  therefor,  have  therefore,  by 
virtue  of  said  power  and  by  the  consent  and  advice  of  uiy 
Guardians  hereto  tcatiOed,  given  and  granted,  and  by  these 
presents  do  fully  freely  clearly  and  absolutely  give  and  grant 
unto  the  inhabitants  of  said  Precinct,  forever.  Five  acres  of  land 
in  said  Titicut  whereon  the  Meeting  House  now  stands  bounded 
as  foUoweth  ;  '  Beginning  at  a  stake  and  stones,  about  eight  or 
nine  rods  from  the  northwest  corner  of  said  meeting  house, 
from  thence  running  south  seventeen  degrees  cast  forty  live  rods 
to  a  stake  and  stones  near  a  white  oak  tree,  marked;  from 
thence  east  seventeen  degrees  north  eighteen  rods  to  a  stake 
aud  stones,  and  from  thence  north  seventeen  degrees  west  foity- 
live  rods  to  a  stake  and  stones;  from  theuee  west  seventeen  de- 
grees south  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned  together  with  all  the 
privileges  and  appurtenances  thereof.  To  have  and  to  lioM  unto 
the  said  inhabitants  in  fee  simple  for  the  uses  aforesaid  t'orever 

free  and  clear  from  me  my  heirs  exeeutoi-s  and  administrators. 
j  ^ 

*' In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  James  Thomas  have  here- 
unto set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  fifteenth  day  of  .-Vugust  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  and  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  His  Majesty's  Ueign. 

"J.IMKS    TnOMAS       [stAI..] 

I       "Signed  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

"  Edwauii    r.lLllMOMI. 
"  Jamks   Kiirrii. 

"The  Guardians  aforesaid,  in  testimony  of  their  uilvice  and 
I  consent    to    the   above    granted    premises    by  the  said  James 
Thomas  to  said  Precinct,  have  hereunto  subscribed  their  names. 
!  "John  Cisniyo 

I  "  JOSIAII    EUSON    Jll 

i 

j       "  Plymouth,  m. — June  27th,  1754. 

'       "The  above  named  James  Thomas  personally  appeared  and 
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iioulcJgcd    Lliu    foregoing    in::truuient'  to    be    hii    act    and   i 

i 

"  Before  mc,  JosiAii   EusoM  Jit  ! 

"  Jiisi.  J^ucit. 


'•  Received  May  17lh,  1707  and  recorded 

**  per  Jons  Cotto.v 

**  Iit<jiater." 

This  record  may  be  fouud  in  tlie  office  of  tiie 
registry  of  deeds  at  Plymuutii,  book  No.  44,  pages 
9S  and  09. 

Aud  thus  is  shown  tlie  trutii  of  the  statemeiu  of 
I'lov.  S.  Hopkins  Emery,  tiiat  llie  Indians  at  and  near 
Titicut  "  were  not  iuditierent  to  the  interests  of  tlie 
wliites,  and  bore  no  mean  part  in  the  early  history  of 
this  church  and  parish  ;"  but  how  were  these  kind 
sentiments  aud  friendly  acts  met,  reciprocated,  and 
returned  to  tlie  savage  barbarian  by  his  civilized 
Christian  neighbor  ?  Let  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emery,  who 
lias  critically  examined  into  that  matter,  answer. 
Hear  him  :  "  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  record  it 
concerning  these  early  settlers  that  they  had  a  distinct 
pew,  one  side  out  of  the  way,  high  up  over  the  stairs, 
for  the  colored  people,  both  Indian  and  negro."  And 
we  will  here  add,  if  heaven  is  up  above,  as  we  have 
been  so  often  told  that  it  is,  then  were  those  Indians 
ueantr  heaven  llian  the  vfhites  in  more  respects  than 
one,  for  their  conduct  was  as  much  more  commend- 
able than  that  of  the  white  people,  as  much  higher 
toned  as  was  their  location  in  church  more  elevated. 
With  what  superlative  contempt  must  those  colored 
people  have  listened  to  hypocritical  pratings  from  the 
pulpit  upon  the  text,  "  God  hath  made  of  one  blood 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  I"  and  how  must  they 
improved  under  that  gospel  teaching  that  forbids 
greater  respect  paid,  or  more  honorable  seats  as- 
signed, to  those  arrayed  in  costly  raiment!  thus 
giving  evidence  of  their  wealth  by  the  richness  of 
their  apparel. 

Four  years  intervened  between  the  date  at  which 
the  Titicut  precinct  or  parish  was  incorporated  and 
the  formation  therein  of  a  Congregational  Church, 
and  during  that  period  Rev.  Joseph  Snow,  pastor  of 
a  New  Light  Ciiurch  in  Providence,  11.  I.,  and  Rev. 
Isaac  Backus,  then  a  young  minister  I'rom  Norwich, 
Conn.,  visited  Titicut  and  preached  to  the  people 
here. 

Both  Snow  and  Backus  were  revivalists.  They 
preceded  and  accompanied  their  preaching  with  much 
visiting  and  free  intercourse  among  the  people  of  this 
parish,  and  were  in  turn  kindly  entertained.  It  is 
told  of  these  two  young  men  that  they  were  so  well 
provided  with  the  words  of  their  testimony  that 
while  on  a  visit  to  this  place   they  preached  twenty- 


four  sermons  in  ten  days,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emery 
truly  remarked,  "  If  there  had  been  a  dearth  of 
preaching  during  the  year  1747,  there  was  uut  likely 
to  be  during  1748."  So  pleased  and  profited  were  the 
people  by  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Backus  as  to  request 
him  to  remain  with  them,  aud  during  the  month  of 
January,  1748,  he  preached  thirty  sermons,  and  the 
time  appeared  to  have  fully  come  for  a  church  to  be 
organized  in  this  parish  without  longer  waiting  fur 
the  full  consent  of  all  the  neighboring  churches. 

"Accordingly,"  says  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eniciy,  "  Arti- 
cles of  Faith  and  Covenant  were  drawn  up,  and  on  tlie 
16th  of  February,  1748,  sixteen  poisons  si^'iiud  theui 
solemnly,  as  in  the  presence  of  God,  after  having 
met  together  several  times  for  prayer  and  declaring 
what  God  had  done  for  their  souls  one  to  another." 

Here  are  the  names  of  those  persons  who  then 
embodied  as  a  church  :  Jonathan  Woods,  Joseph 
Harvey,  William  Hooper,  Ephraim  Leach,  Onesimus 
Campbell,  Samuel  Alden,  Joseph  Phinnuy,  Israel 
Wasliburn,  James  Hooper,  Joseph  Harvey,  Jr., 
Leah  Washburn,  Ruth  Leach,  Sarah  Leacli,  Esther 
Fobes,  Abigail  Fobes,  and  Abigail  Fobes,  Jr.,  being 
ten  men  and  six  women. 

There  were  received  into  this  clmrch  in  17IS, 
eighteen  men  and  twenty-six  women  ;  in  174D,  one 
woman  ;  in  1750,  two  women  ;  in  175-,  one  woman  ; 
but  some  of  these  soon  after  seem  to  have  fallen  away 
or  withdrawn  from  the  church,  or  to  have  been  so 
exercised  on  the  subject  of  baptism — its  modes  and 
subjects — as  to  have  lost  their  evidenci;  as  God's 
children,  and  failed  in  the  sympathy  and  cuiniuunion 
of  saints.  Then  followed  councils — live  in  all — and 
renewals  of  covenant  and  attempts  at  di>cipline,  until 
it  is  said  that  this  church  really  died  out  and  became 
extinct;  but  this  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emery  deiiie.-,  and 
says  the  church  "  was  so  weakened  and  reduced  by 
the  constant  agitation  of  the  ([uestiun  of  baptism 
that  many  left  and  lost  their  interest ;  but  at  length 
a  Baptist  Church  of  six  members  was  formed."  And 
thus  it  seems  this  church  was  divested  of  that  warring 
element  and  its  agitators,  one  of  whom  was  its  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Isaac  Backus. 

Rev.  Isaac  Backus  had  been  chosen  pastur  of  this 
church  March  31,  1748,  at  which  time  Jonathan 
Woods  aud  Israel  Washburn  were  elected  deacons, 
and  Mr.  Backus  was  ordained  aud  installed  April  lo, 
1748,  the  ordination  sermon  being  preached  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Snow,  of  Providence.  Some  time  in  174S 
the  framo  for  a  meeting-house  was  so  inclosed  and 
covered  that  it  could  be  used  for  public  worship. 
The  Rev.  Isaac  Backus  acted  as  pastor  of  this  church 
until   the    IGth  of  January,    175G,    when    he,    with 
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Tiinotliy  Bryant,  John  HaywooJ,  Susanna  Backus, 
Mary  Caswell,  and  Esther  Fobes,  entered  into  cov- 
enant as  a  Baptist  Church. 

Ou  Thursday,  Oct.  21,  1756,  the  precinct  or 
parish  and  Congresational  Church  at  Titicut  con- 
curred in  their  votes  to  call  as  their  pastor  the  Rev. 
Solouiun  Reed.  Voted  to  Mr.  Reed  the  use  of  the 
pari.sh  lands  and  sixty  pounds  lawful  money  for  his 
annual  salary.  Mr.  Reed  caoie,  and  remained  as  their 
pastor  from  175G  to  his  death.  May  7,  1785,  or 
about  twenty-eight  years. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Solomon  Reed  sev- 
cuty-five  baptisms  are  recorded  and  one  hundred  and 
seven  marriages  solemnized.  Four  deacons  were  at 
different  times  chosen,  viz.,  Mr.  Fobes,  Samuel 
Keith,  Zephaniah  Wills,  aud  Daniel  Leach.  The 
third  pastor  was  Rev.  David  Gurncy,  who  filled  this 
position  from  about  July,  1787,  till  his  death,  July 
30,  1815.  His  pulpit  labors  commenced  here  at  the 
date  first  iiientioued,  but  he  was  not  ordained  until 
Dec.  5,  1787.  His  salary  was  fixed  at  sixty  pounds 
in  cash  or  farm  produce  at  cash  price,  and  the  in- 
terest of  what  the  parish  lauds  liad  been  sold  for. 
This  was  afterwards  changed  from  "  farm  produce"  to 
"  corn  and  rye  at  cash  price."  During  his  pastorate 
of  nearly  twenty-eight  years  seventy  persons  were  ad- 
mitted lu  church  membership,  and  he  solemnized  one 
hundred  aud  thirty-two  marriages.  Deacons  chosen  : 
July  31,  1799,  Isaac  Perkins;  and  April  29,  1807, 
Elijah  J'^aton  and  Isaac  Wilbur.  Baptism  adminis- 
tered to  eighty-two,  viz.,  twenty-nine  adults  and  fifty- 
three  infants. 

It  was  during  the  uiinistry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gurney 
that  a  legacy  of  two  thousand  dollars  was  left  to  this 
church  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Roche,  of  what  was  then  Mid- 
dlcboro'  (now  Lakcville),  aud  of  whom  an  extended 
notice  is  given  elsewhere.  Rev.  Philip  Colby  was  the 
fourth  pastor.  He  was  ordained  and  installed  Jan.  1, 
1817,  and  liere  remained  until  his  death,  Feb.  27, 
1851,  a  period  of  thirty-four  years.  During  his  pas- 
torate were  received  one  hundred  aud  seventy-eight 
persons.  lu  1832  voted  to  renovate,  repair,  and 
paiut  the  old  mcetiug-house,  and  put  in  an  additional 
number  of  stoves  and  build  horse-sheds.  The  first 
stove  used  in  that  meeting-house  was  a  gift  from 
Gen.  Shepherd  Leach,  of  Easton  ;  and  at  a  parish 
meeting  held  March  10,  1828,  it  was  "voted  to  ac- 
cept the  stove." 

Concerning  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Mr.  Colby  occur 
the  following  charges  :  Voted,  "  To  allow  for  spirits 
for  ordination  $8.90  cents  ;"  but  this  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  deemed  enough,  as  additional  demands 
were  made   for  spirits,  two  dollars  and   thirty-nine 


cents,  and  "  for  spirits  not  brought  into  former  bill, 
$2.50  cents,"  and  just  how  spiritually  minded  they 
were  upon  that  occasion  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  the  parish  were  charged  thirteen  dollars  aud 
seventy-nine  cents  for  strong  drink  used.  Witli  Rev. 
Philip  Colby  ends  the  long  pastorates. 

Rev.  Thomas  E.  Bliss  was  pastor  from  June  2, 
1852,  to  May  15,  1855.  He  commenced  to  preach 
here  in  November,  1851.  Sunday  morning,  Feb.  28, 
1852,  the  meeting-house  was  burned.  A  new  house 
was  built  that  began  to  be  used  in  June  the  same 
year.  Rev.  Charles  Packard  was  the  nest  pastor. 
He  was  installed  Oct.  17,  1855,  and  he  remained 
until  Oct.  22,  1857,  or  a  little  more  than  two  years. 
Then  came  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Little,  who  as  pastor 
labored  with  this  people  from  the  latter  part  of  1857 
to  Sept.  15,  1867. 

Next  came  Rev.  Henry  L.  Edwards,  whose  engage- 
ment commenced  March  3,  1868,  and  continued  until 
the  30th  of  June,  1873.  Then  came  and  filled  this 
pulpit  Rev.  S.  Hopkins  Emery,  to  whom  the  writer 
of  this  article  is  so  largely  and  deeply  indebted  for  a 
very  large  part  of  the  information  here  presented 
concerning  the  Titicut  Congregational  Church  and 
Parisli. 

North  Rochester  Parish. — The  name  of  North 
Rochester  Parish  was  given  to  parts  of  Middleboro', 
Rochester,  and  Freetown  set  oflF,  and  by  legislative  enact- 
ment made  to  constitute  a  parish  in  1793.  The  north 
line  of  this  North  Rochester  Parish,  called  as  fixed  upon, 
perambulated  and  defined  in  1794,  Wiis  to  run  from 
Pocksha  Pond,  in  Middleboro',  by  the  north  line  of 
farms  then  owned  by  Nehemiah  Beniict  and  .Martin 
Keith,  Eaqs.,  and  thence  due  east  to  the  line  of  the 
town  of  Carver,  thus  embracing  within  the  incorporate 
limits  of  this  North  Rochester  Parish  ijuite  a  large 
portion  of  the  southeasterly  part  of  Middleboro'.  For 
the  use  in  public  worship  of  the  people  of  this  parish 
a  meeting-house  was  erected  soon  after  upon  a  hill 
near  that  junction  of  the  roads  in  North  Rochester 
where  once  was  a  tavern,  aud  where  now  is  kept  a 
post-office,  and  this  bouse,  without  a  steeple  or  the 
adornment  of  paint,  stood  until  within  a  few  years 
since,  when  it  was  demolished  to  give  place  to  a  neat 
white  chapel,  erected  upon  or  very  near  its  site,  and 
which  chapel  is  still  standing.  To  give  a  full  and 
understanding  account  of  religious  events  and  observ- 
ances iu  that  part  of  Middleboro',  incorporated  in 
1793  as  a  portion  of  the  North  Rochester  Parish, 
requires  that  the  writer  shall  go  back  to  the  date  uf 
the  incorporation  of  another  parish  that  covered  some 
part  at  least  of  the  identical  territory,  together  with 
some  other  localities  not  embraced  in  the  parish  iu- 
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corporated  iu  1793,  and  which  earlier  iiicorpoiation  |  Ebenezer  Keen,  Eli.sha  Hatch,  Joseph  Pliinnoy,  Na- 
was  known  as  tlie  Third  Parish  in  Rochester  and  '  thaniel  Morton,  John  Berinet,  Steplicn  West,  Wil- 
liam West,  Daniel  GrifTcth,  John  Ashley,  Thomas 
West,  Jr.,  John  West,  Joseph  Richiuoud,  Elijah 
Brisrgs,  Joshua  Crapoo. 

The  petition  being  presented,  action  was  taken  upoji 
the  same  as  follows : 


other  towns  adjacent,  and  incorporated  in  compliance 
with  the  following  petition  : 

•'  To    Hia     Exvelleiiri/,     Williaiii    Shirleij,    Eaij',    CajjI.    Gimi)    .t 
'j'otf  iit  chit:/  iu  it  over  hia  MaJ'  Piuvince  u/  the  Afitna^  ^*^y    ] 
J-   to  y^   IIuiM*'   his  Miijetitie\  Cininci/  ti:  Hoiiie  uf  liepn^'^^  jlI    ; 
'J'heir  Scgnitniit, 

"  Tlic  Pel"  of  SuuJiy  Inliabil^uiuc  ol'  ye  Town  of  Kochester, 
MiUilk-borough,  Daitniuulb,  .t  Tiverton,  aliai  Fieetouu,  Hum-   l 
biy  Sbewetb  :  ' 

**TbaL  wbercas  a  number  of  ye  Inhabitancu  of  the  First  Pro-    ; 
eiiict  io   Roeliester  on  ye  LM'^  Jay  of  Octo'^'',  1744,  Obtaiiieil  an    , 
Onlur  of  this  Iloii^l*-'  Court,  IiiijjovveriDg  them  to  draw  oiit  of  ye   t 
^j  Prccinet  Treasury  so  mucii  aa  They  are  assess''  toward  tiie  s*^ 
Preeinct  Tax,  Jcc.,  iu  order  to  Support  the  Publick  worship  of  j 
God,  who  iu  conjunction  with  ye  rest  of  us  Pet"  wiio  Live  in   I 
ye  remote  parts  &,  Corners  of  the  Several  towna  afores*^,  Except 
souie  few  who  are  uneasy  respecting  ye  Ministry  where  they 
belong,  i  as  the  s*^  parts  of  s'^  Towns  are  all  Joyning  and  eun-   ' 
sidcred  Together  From  a  convenient  Situation  for  a  Parish,  The   [ 
centre  whereof  being  already  agreed  on  by  us,  it  is  six  miles 
Dist:ince  from  any  other  Publick  worship,  and  the  Preparation   ! 
already  made  w'*^  the  convcniency  &  benefit  we  hope  to  recicve 
for  Ourselves  and  Posterity  hiitli  mov*^  us  in  this  affair, 

*'  Wherefore  your  Hon^^*  Pe"  Pray  that  we  with  our  Families 
A  Estates,  together  with  those  persons  belonging  to  ye  Towns 
afores^,  who  are  willing  to  Joyn  with  us  within  Five  years,  con- 
sidering ye  Soil  of  ye  vicinity  is  good  ^  a  grate  Part  of  il  is 
unsettled,  may  be  Incorporated  into  a  Parish  in  order  for  a 
luore  Comfortable  S:  Convenient  Enjoyment  of  the  Publick 
worship  of  God.  Notwithstauding  some  of  u?  are  not  Voted  otf 
from  ye  Precinct  where  we  belong,  and  to  do  duty  X  recicve 
Priviledg  in  ye  Premises  as  yr  Jfon"  in  yr  Grate  wisdom  Ji. 
Justice  Shall  see  tit.  and  yr  ilonours'  Pet"  as  ia  Duty  bound 
Shall  Ever  pray." 


The  names  of  the  petitioners  were  as  follows  :  Ben- 
jamin Booth,  Natiiaiiiel  Snow,  Itiiema  Cumcs,  John 
Blackmail,  Timothy  Stevens,  Noah  Spiague,  Joseph 
Ashley,  Peter  Crapo,  Abraham  Ashley,  Jethro  Ash- 
ley, John  Barden,  Thomas  Whtridg,  Isaac  Stevens, 
William  Read,  Francis  Crapo,  Joshua  Cowing,  Job 
Randall,  Benjamin  Raymond,  Roger  Haskell,  Epiiraira 
Haskell,  Ebenezer  Haskell,  Nicholas  Snow,  Peter 
Crapo,  Jr.,  John  Peterson,  Job  Randall,  Jr.,  John 
Rouse,  Joseph  Sampson,  Samuel  Gray,  Mark  Haskell, 
Daniel  Higbe,  Thomas  Ashley,  Jacob  Smith,  William 
Hail,  Experience  Holmes,  John  Macomber,  John 
Townsend,  Joseph  Ashley,  Jr.,  John  Bly,  Nathan 
Ila.-kins,  William  Ashley,  Abicl  Hoskiiis,  Samuel 
White,  Joshua  Eaaty,  Stephen  Andrews,  Ruth 
Sprague  (widow),  Sarah  Holmes  (widow). 

Alter  the  petition  had  been  sent  Nicholas  Crapo 
and  Scth  Crapo  tiled  their  names  with  the  provincial 
secretary  in  its  aid,  aud  the  following-named  persons 
were  added  to  the  list  of  incorporators  by  act  of  the 
General  Court:  Caleb  Blackwell,  Ebenezer  Lewis, 
Thomas    Swift,   Elisha   Freeman,    Benjamin    Peirce, 


"  In  y"  Uouse  of  Rep«",  August  2-lth,  1747,  Head  i  Ordered 
that  tlie  Pet"  Serve  the  Parishes  in  P.ochester,  .MiiKlleborougb, 
it  Dartmouth,  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  with  Copys 
of  this  Pel",  that  they  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the 
First  Friday  of  the  next  Siting  of  this  Court  wliy  Tlic  Prayers 
thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

"Sent  up  for  Concurrence, 

"T.  Hutch i.NsoN,  .^'/y/.-. 
"In  Council,  August  25th,  1747,  Head  i  Concur'J, 

"  J.  WiLi.-iKD,  Secictuiij." 

"  At  a  Great  <t  General  Court  or  Asseuibly  for  their  Majesty's 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  begun  i 
hold  at  Boston  upon  Wednesday,  the  27lh  day  of  .May,  1  7-4S,  .t 
continued  by  Adjournment  i  Prorogation  to  Wednesday,  the 
14th  of  Octof  Following,  then  met. 
'■Friday,  Octo'  23'',  1747. 

"John  Quinoy,  from  the  Committeo  on  Petitiun  of  Divers 
Inhabitants  of  Rochester,  Middleborough,  Dartmouth,  .t  Free- 
town, gave  in  their  Report,  viz. : 

"  In  Council  read  i  ordered  that  this  report  be  aeceptud,  anil 
that  all  the  Petitioners  except  W""  Ashley,  Stephen  Amlros, 
and  John  Barden,  belonging  to  yc  Town  of  Freetown,  with 
their  Families  Jc  Estates,  together  with  such  others  of  the  First 
Parish  in  Rochester  i  ye  Town  of  Dartmouth  as  shall  in  ya 
sjtace  of  Twelve  Months  from  this  lime  join  with  Ihciti  and  re- 
turn a  List  of  their  names  unto  the  Secretary's  olliee  within 
that  Term,  be  and  hereby  are  made  a  Distinct  an.l  Separate 
Precinct  or  Parish  accordingly,  and  vested  with  such  Powers 
and  PrivilcdgeB  as  other  Precincts  or  Parishes  wilhiu  this  Prov- 
ince do  or  by  luw  ought  to  enjoy,  Piuvided  the  wliuic  included 
in  y*^  s**  first  Pjirish  in  Rochester  do  not  c.vcecd  a  Fimrlh  part 
of  the  ratable  Estate  of  s''. 

"  In  ye  House  of  Represent"  Read  A;  Concur''. 

I       "  Consented  to  by  the  Governor. 

j  "  A  true  copy  of  Record  :   Attest  J.  Wii.LAun, 

I  '■  StL.ctur^. 

I  "  Recorded  for  Noam  Si»uA(ii.'K, 

I  "  C/tj-k  ,./  ../  /',„■,■,/,." 

"To  Edward  Winslow,  Esq.,  one  of  his  .Maj"  Justices  of  the 
I  Peace  for  ye  County  of  Plym".  We,  the  Subscribers,  liihabi- 
j  tants  of  the  Thiid  Precinct  or  i^arish  in  Uoehcslcr,  pray  that 
I  Pursuant  to  y^  Law  of  this  province,  page  142,  you  will  Im- 
I  power  one  of  us  to  call  y*-'  first  meeting  of  s''  Parish,  being  re- 
cently set  oQ'  by  y^  Great  JL  General  Court  of  this  Pi'ovince  by 
tlioir  order  of  Friday,  23,  OctC,  1747,  herewith  pre.-en''. 

"  No.vll  Si'it.vui'i:, 
i  '•  C.lLKll   Bl.vckwkli., 

1  "  TiJi<*  Stkvk.ns, 

I  "  N.iTii'  S.\o«', 

'  Bt.NJ"     R.iVMoMl. 


"  Rochester,  March  2'',  1747. 
''  Plymouth,  an.     Whereas,  application 


lilaite    lo    lue,    tin 


'  That  date  was  evidently  old  style  iu  the  mode  of  reckoning 
time,  else  the  petition  would  have  by  several  months  antedated 
the  iLCt  of  the  Legislature  forming  the  Parish. 
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.lub^jcriber,  by  Noalt  Sprugue  and  other  iDhubituats  of  Lite 
Third  Prcciuct  or  Parish  in  Rucheater,  for  a  Warrant  to  call  y^ 
first  nieetiiij;  of  a'^  Preciuct. 

"  These  are  Therefore  to  require  Capt.  Noah  Sprague,  one  of 
<d  Put",  to  Notify  y*^  Freeholilera  anJ  other  Inhabitants  of  .s** 
Precinct  ur  Parish  Qualified  by  Law  to  Vote  in  Pjirish  Meet- 
tn^::j,  that  they  meet  at  some  Convenient  Time  Jc  place  iu  i'^ 
Parish  by  wri^hting  under  hiu  hand  Po>ted  in  some  Pubiick 
place  in  ?'^  Parish  Fourteen  Days  before  y*^  Day  appointed  for 
the  Meeting,  Fairly  Kxpressin-^  in  s*^  Warniu;^  vv'td  ncedfull  to 
be  Transacted  at  s^  Meeting  Agreeable  to  Law. 

"  EdW**    WtSSLOW, 

"  Jnntice  of  ij'^  Peuct. 


'M.I 


ch  :i'»,  1717." 


"  Plym"  S.S.  Pursuant  to  a  Warrant  to  Me  Directed  froui 
Kdvv^  Wiiislow,  Esq*".,  one  of  hiy  Maj"  Justices  of  y*  Peace  for 
y^"  County  of  Plym": 

'•  These  are  Therefore  to  Notifye  &,  warn  the  Freeholders  and 
others  Inliabitance  of  y*^  Third  Precinct  or  Parish  in  Rochester, 
Ac.  Qualify**  by  Law  to  vole  in  Precinct  meeting,  to  meet  at  y® 
New  Meetinghuu^'e  in  s"^  Parish  on  Tuesday,  the  22**  Day  of 
March  Iii^',  at  Nine  0'  Clock  forenoon,  to  Chuse  suuh  ParrUh 
otlicera  as  n*^  Law  Directs,  and  to  Chu^e  a  Com'"  to  Supply  y° 
Pulpit. 

'*  NoAii  Si'RAtiUK,  pr.  order. 

"March  4'",  17-17." 

*'  At  a  Afeetiug  of  the  New  Parriah  or  Precinct  fn  Kouhestor 
iL  other  Towns  adjacent  Legally  warned  at  y*  New  Mooting 
house  in  Rochester  on  Tuesday,  y®  22"*  Day  of  March,  1747,  The 
a^  Parrisli  or  Precinct  made  Choice  of  Caleb  Blackwell  Moder- 
ator for  »**  Meeting. 

**  And  at  s<i  Meeting  made  choice  of  Noah  Sprague  Precinct 
or  Parri>h  Clerk  for  y*'  year  Rasewiug. 

"And  at  s^  Meeting  made  choico  of  Joseph  Ashley,  Nath 
Snow,  TIio'  Wiiitredg,  Benj**  Rooth,  John  Peterson,  Mark  llaa- 
kel,  &  Al'ial  lloskins  Com"*^  for  b^  Parrish  the  ensewtng  year. 

"  And  at  ^^  Meeting  made  choice  of  John  Peterson,  John  Mu- 
comber,  .t  Daniel  Iligbe  Asi^esflors  for  y"  year  eosowing. 

"Anil  lit  ^'i  Meeting  made  choice  of  Thomas  Whitridg  and 
Jacob  Smith  Collectors  for  a*^  Parrish  y*  unsewing  year. 

"And  at  s**  Meeting  maJc  choice  of  Thomas  Ashley  Parrish 
Treasurer  for  y"  enscwing  year. 

"  And  ;it  a''  Meeting  made  choice  of  Mark  Haskel  to  Supply 
y«  Pulpci  with  a  Minister. 

"And  u*  s**  Meeting  it  was  moved  whether  y"  Parrish  would 
unite  in  >eting  a  Day  nppart  for  Prayers  to  God  for  Direction 
in  y«  art'airs  before  us. 

"  Pasa**  in  ye  AlBrmative. 

"  Recorded  pf  Noah  Si'ftAuut:,  PurtinK  Clerk.'* 

"Tbc.-o  are  to  Gi\'u  Pubiick  Notis  to  the  Inhabitnnee  of  the 
Third  I'reeinct  in  Rochester,  ic,  that  they  meet  together  at  y* 
New  Meeting  hou:<o  in  a**  Parrish  on  Fiyduy,  y®  Last  Day  of 
Scptcni',  [iiat.,  at  one  of  yo  clock  in  y«  after-noon,  to  cum  into 
some  Alea.-ture  to  treat  with  Mr.  Thomas  West  about  his  settle- 
ment with  us  in  y*'  work  of  y*  Ministry,  and  to  take  care  to 
make  him  Satisfaction  for  y^  time  he  Preaches  with  us. 

"  Nath"  Sno\^, 
"  Tiio»  WuiTitiUG, 
"JOSKPII   AsiiLKr, 
"  Mark  IIaskkl, 

"  AuifcIL    liosKl.NS, 

*'  Dated  at  Rochester,  Septemr  24,  1748.'* 
"At  a  Meeting  of  the  Third  Precinct  in  Rocheater,  Ac.,  Sep- 
tember \W^,  1748. 
U2 


'*  At  s(*  Meeting  made  choice  of  Mr.  Caleb  Blackwell  Moder- 
ator for  s"*  Day, 

"  At  8**  Meeting  made  choice  of  Mark  Haskel  Clerk  for  a-^ 
Duy,  and  at  s**  Meeting  made  choice  of  Caleb  Blackwell,  Noah 
Sprague,  Natb"  Snow,  and  Mark  llaskel  a  Com"-^  to  Treat  with 
Mr.  Thomas  West  about  his  scttleing  with  us  in  y*^  work  of  the 
Ministry. 

"And  voted  that  the  Com"^  ahal  ofier  Mr.  Tho*  West  two 
Hundred  Pounds  old  Tenor  with  the  Improvement  of  y*^  Par- 
rish Farm  so  called  with  all  y^  appernances  yearly. 

"And  also  voted  that  if  y*  Com***  see  need  of  adiug  Fifty 
pounda  old  Tenor  more  pr  annum  to  Do  it. 

"Recorded  pr    Makk  Uaskkll,   Clcr.  for  s*'  Day." 

'*  These  are  to  Notify  and  warn  the  Inhahitanceof  the  Third 
Parrish  la  Rochester,  Xc,  to  assemble  &.  meet  together  on  Fry- 
day,  the  21"'  of  this  Inat.,  October,  at  one  o'clock  after  uuon,  at 
y"  Meeting  house  in  h**  Parrish,  to  treat  with  ih<»sc  persons  that 
have  Purchased  a  Farm  for  y°  Minatree  ;  and  to  do  what  may 
be  then  Thought  Proper  in  that  respect. 

''Also  to  manifest  their  minds  what  they  will  Give  Mr. 
Thomas  West  by  way  of  a  Settlement  Time  Conveuant;  also 
to  do  what  may  be  then  Thought  Proper  Respecting  y"^  moveing 
the  Meeting  House. 

"Maiik   Haskkl, 
"Natii"    Snow, 

"  AUIAI-    Ho?»KINS, 

"JosKi'ii   Ashley, 

"  Dated  at  Rochester,  Octo*^  15,  1743." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  y*  Third  Parrish  in  Rochester,  itc,  on 
Fryday,  y«  21''  Day  of  Octo',  1748,  The  Parrish  mado  choice  of 
Jolin  Peterson  Moderator  for  a'*  Meeting,  and  at  a**  Meeting 
Deacon  Roger  Uoskel,  Ephruim  Haskel,  &.  Kben**  Haskel  mado 
an  otfer  to  y*  Parrish  that  aa  they  are  Purchacers  in  y"  Parrish 
Farm  so  called,  they  will  Each  of  them  givo  to  s*^  Parrish  y« 
Income  of  one  Eleventh  part  of  b'^  Farm  as  a  Free  will  uttering; 
Provided  the  Parriah  will  Free  them  from  all  Taxes  to  the  Par- 
rish so  Long  aa  they  continue  so  to  do,  iLc;  also  that  if  they 
sell  it,  the  Parrish  shall  have  the  Priviledg  of  Purchasing  it  at 
y-"  same  rate  they  gave  for  it. 

(Signed)  "  RoGE  Hascali., 

"  Kl'HRAIU    H.VSKKLI., 
"EUKNH/.KIt  IIASKtLL, 

"  And  the  Question  was  Put  whether  the  Parriah  will  couiply 
k  accept  off  y^  above  offers;  &  it  Pubs'*  in  y«  Affermutive. 

"And  at  a'*  Meeting  Voted  to  Give  Mr.  Thomtis  West  Two 
Hundred  Pounds  old  Tenor  for  aSettlcment,  Provided  he  settles 
with  us  in  y^  work  of  y*^  Gospel  Ministry,  to  be  paid  at  ye  End 
of  Two  years. 

"  And  at  &<*  Meeting  John  Peterson,  Abial  Hoskins,  &  Daniel 
Higbe  was  Chosen  a  Com*^  to  treat  with  those  persons  that 
now  own  y''  Meeting  house,  to  see  on  what  Terms  it  might  be 
made  a  Parriah  House. 

"Recorded  pr  Noaii  Sprauue,  ParrUh  CUr." 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Com**"  at  y*  Housu  of  Noah  Sprugue, 
October  24,  1748,  appointed  by  j"  Parrish  at  their  Meeting  of 
September  30i*»,  1748,  to  Treat  with  Mr.  Thomas  West  about  his 
settling  with  us  in  y*  work  of  y"  ministry,  it  was  Found  need- 
ful to  offer  to  b*i  Mr.  Thomas  West  the  Fifty  pounds  old  Tenor 
pr  annum  in  addition  to  the  two  Hundred  pounds  before  voted 
to  Ingage  him  in  a^  work.  And  acordiugly  hereby  we  do  it,  aa 
Witness  our  hands. 

(Signed)  "Caleb  dlaokwkll, 

"  NOAU    SriCAlVUK, 

"  Nathanikl  Snow, 
"  Mark   Haskall." 
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*' Mr.  ThotiiUH  West's  Aimioer  To  the  Third  Pttrrlnh  in  Ruvhet- 
ter,  iic. 
"  Dearly  Beloved  in  our  Lord  &.  Savior  Jc:)uj  Chri.it,  I  hart- 
ily  thank  yuu  fur  tlie  respect  you  havo  shewa  [qc  in  tlic  i:ull 
you  liave  Given  me  to  Settle  aiiion;^  you  in  the  work  of  llic 
Gus|*ol  Ministry,  iL  for  the  otfers  you  have  made  me  for  my  Iii- 
cuurageuient,  viz.,  of  two  Hundred  I'ounds  old  Tenor  us  a 
Free  Gift  and  of  the  Iiuproveujcnt  of  the  Parriah  Farm  (ao 
caJit'd),  and  of  Two  Huudred  iL  Fifty  Pounds  old  Tenor  pr. 
annuiu  :nj  Lung  a^  I  ?liall  continue  your  minister. 

*'  And  1  do,  upon  mature  JL  Prayerful!  conjideratioii,  by  Ihcae 
Presents,  accejit  of  your  eall,  A,  us  I  think,  of  y«  call  of  <jud, 
and  of  your  otters  aa  aforeaaid,  Even  to  aettlc  anion;^  you  as  your 
Pastor  and  Teacher,  Provided  tliere  shall  be  in  Due  time  a 
Chuich  Gathered  aiiiou-^  you,  aecordinj;  to  the  rules  of  tlie  Gos- 
pel, which  ahull  Freely  <Su  unanimously  make  choice  of  me  ad 
Their  Pastor,  und  tiie  Parrish  shall  concur  with  their  choice, 
according  to  y"  Laws  of  this  Province.  Aud  now,  bejjing  your 
Prayers  to  God  for  mo,  I  am  your  real  Friend  aud  Servant 
in  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  our  Dear  Uudeemer. 

*•  Tiiu^  \Vi;sT. 
^Mlochestcr,  Oct^  2-lth,  17-13. 
•'  Recorded  pr.  Noah  SpitAULfK, 

''Purrish  CUrr 
••  These  are  to  give  Public   Notis    to  the   Iiihahituncc  of  the 
Third  Parrish  in  Uochestur,  itc, — 

"That  they  uieet  together  at  y*^  Nevf  Meeting  houjie  in  s"^ 
Parri:^h  on  y^  Tentli  Day  of  this  Inot.,  Nov.,  at  lU  o'clock  In  >•= 
forenoon,  to  licar  the  report  of  the  Com.  that  was  to  treat  with 
those  persons  that  built  t'^  House,  and  to  see  if  s^  House  may 
be  tlie  Parrish  House,  and  if  it  becomes  the  Parrish  House,  to 
set  the  time  when  to  go  to  work  about  removing  it.  And  if  it 
do  not  become  tbe  Parrish  House,  to  cum  into  Some  Measures 
about  Building  a  new  one,  and  also  to  do  any  thing  that  may  be 
tbot  proper  at  s"^  Meeting. 

*'J0SK1'H  AsHLi:v, 
"  Benj"  Boom, 

'*  M;LUK    HASKt:L, 
•       •*  AUIAI,    IIu.SKlNS, 

*'  Dated  at  Pvochester,  NoV  1,  1748." 

**  Ata  Meeting  of  the  Third  Parrish  in  Hochcsler,  Xc.  on 
Thursday,  y«  lU'-*'  day  of  ^'ov^  1748. 

"At  6*^  Meeting  )"=  Parrish  made  choice  of  Mark  llaskel 
Muder'^for  s'i  Day. 

"  And  at  s*^  Meeting  y<-*  following  Report  was  Presen'' : 

"We,  y«  Subscribers,  being  appulnted  a  Com*^'«,  Ac,  to  treat 
with  those  persons  that  own  y"  Meeting  House  to  see  on  what   ' 

terms   it   might    bo  made  a  Parrish  House,    Having  that  , 

atfair,  report  as  followeth,  viz..  That  Noah  Sprague  will  give 
one-<^{uarter  of  his  in  s'*  house  to  s'J  Parrish  ;  y^'  Widdo  Holmes 
gives  in  y"  same  manner;  Nicholas  Snow  Si  Nath"  Snow  give  ! 
their  right  to  s*^  Parrish  ou  condition  that  they  are  at  no  charge 
in  removing  it  and  seting  it  up  aa  fur  us  y*-'  same  materials 
will  admit:  Thomas  Whitridg  gives  his  right  to  s'l  Parrish; 
Mark  Haskel  gives  his  right,  being  that  part  that  was  Ellas 
Miller's,  to  y*-'  Parrish,  provided  it  stands  between  tlie  cross-  ' 
road  by  Tbo"  Ashley's  k  Whitfield's;  Tho^  Ashley  gives  his 
right  on  same  conditions  ;    iVter  Crapo  gives  accoidingly. 

'*  Joii.s  Pi;ri;usoN, 
••  Daniel  HiiiUK, 
•*  AuiAL  Hopkins, 

"  Com'^-, 
"  At  s^  Meeting  the  Question  was  put,  Whether  the   Parrish   i 
will  accept  of  s^  House  on  y^  terms  as   is   reported  ;   it  pasv'  in 
y*^  Negative. 


j  "  On  a  Motion  made  Jc  seconded,  y*-*  above  Vote  was  recon- 
sidered. And  voted  to  accept  of  y«  Meeting  House  as  a  Parri.-h 
j  IIou/>e  on  y«  Terms  as  was  reported,  .lud  at  v'  Meeting  voted 
i  that  Monday  be  tbe  day  to  begin  to  take  down  ,t  move  \ '^ 
I    Meeting  House. 

'•  And  at  s'i  Meeting,  voted  that  Noah   Sprague,  .lu-.-ph  A^h- 
I    ley,  John    Peterson,    Mark    Haskel,   and    Jetliro    A.^hky    be  a 
Com**-'  to  Pitch  on  a  Convenient  spot  of  ground  to  Sett  y-  Meet- 
ing House  on  between  the  cross-road  by  Tliu^  AsblcyS  and  Mr. 
'    Whitfield's. 

**  reci»rdeil  pr.  Noaii   Si'i:\i.i  k, 

■'  /'<tr,;Ji  rit.r 

That  a  cliurch  was  soon  foruiud  is  iL'ar^oiiable  lu  \ut 

interred,  from  the  iact  that  the  parish  iccunl  contuiueil 

what  purported   to  be  the  copy  uf  a  letter  IVuiu   Itcv. 

;  Thomas  West   to  tlie  Church  uf  Christ  in  the   Third 

I  Parish  in  Rochester  acceptiuij  its  call,  to  vvliic-li,  in  .-aid 

t  parish  record,  was  added  : 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  y«  0^  Church  in  Rochester,  Xc.  on  Friday, 
(    y  Twelfth  Day  of  May,  .\.D.  1740,  The  above  answers  wen-  read 
.t  accepted  by  y«  Church. 

'•  M  \.i:k    Ha.ski.i., 

"  Recorded  pr.  Noah  Si'itAt^i  i;, 

''  Pnrrish   t'U.:" 

"These  are  to  Notify  the  Inhabitaucc  .d'tlu-  Third  Pan  isli  in 
Rochester,  Ac,  to  meet  Together  at  &*•  Parrish  .Meeting  House 
on  Monday,  yo  25  Day  of  September,  Inst.,  at  one  o'clock  alter- 
uoon,  Then  and  There  to  do  what  s*!  Parrish  thinks  proper  lle- 
speeting  tlie  Indians  haveing  part  of  y^  a^  Meeling  Huu^e,  s:, 
upon  what  Terms  X  any  thing  else  that  m;iy  l>e  thor  proper  uu 
s^  Duy. 

••  JOSIUMI    A-MlLhV, 

"  John   Pi:n:i;soN, 
•'  M.Mik    Haskki., 

"Septem"-  16,  1749." 

"At  a  Meeting  of  tlie  3"^  Parri->h  in  Ruche^ter,  .Vc,  .'^cptciii'" 
23,  1749,  the  Parrish  made  ciioice  of  Nath"  ."^uow,  Mi.derarui. 
for  s*^  Day. 

"  Whoreaa,  the  rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Wc=t,  Pasiui  .it  _)c  Tlin.l 
Parrish  in  Rochester,  .te.,  hath  Inform^  tis  of  s''  ranisli,  that 
if  we  will  assign  part  of  s^  Parrish  Meeting  IJouso  to  the  Ncii;li- 
boring  Indians,  in  order  for  their  attending  the  I'ublick  Wor- 
ship ou  tho  Sabbatb,  JLc,  agreeable  tu  tbcir  proportion  of  Num- 
bers, that  thereupon  the  Comuiissioners  for  propagating  y' 
Gospel  among  y*'  Indiuns  will  pay  to  <^  Parrish  nr  uid'.r  uliar 
y«  part  so  assigned  shall  be  Estimated  at. 

"  In  porsuanoe  Whereof,  at  a  meeting  uf  y*^  o''  Parrish  in 
Rochester,  Ac,  ou  Munday,  ye  26  Day  of  .September,  174'J, 
Legally  Warned,  Tbe  Question  was  put  whether  the  Parrish 
will  assign  one-Eighth  part  of  s**  Parrish  Meeting  H<mse  for  y"-' 
use  of  tbe  h^  Indians  to  attend  the  Publick  Worship  in,  upwn 
condition  the  Commissrs  for  propagating  y^"  Gosfiel  among  y- 
Indians  will  pay  one-eighth  part  of  y  cost  of  s'*  House  to  ^ ' 
P:irri.-ih  on  orders,  Estimating  s*^  House  when  Fini.-hed  at  Eight 
Hundred  pounds  old  Tonor,  and  it  pass'  in  the  allirniative. 

**  Recorded  per  Noah  .Si-ua(,i:i:,  Puiriih  CUi ." 

To  this  record,  in  the  same  hand,  is  added  imme- 
diately below, — 

"  P.S. —  It  is  Hope**  The  s^  Indians  «  ill  Hrip  .Support  y*^  Pub- 
lick  worship  with  us." 


HISTORY   OF   MIDDLE BORO". 


979 


Tlie  parisli  records  from  which  were  copied  the 
forcgoiiij;  fueta  coucernin^  ihe  Third  Parish  of  Roches- 
ter, aud  the  adjoiniug  towus  of  MiJdleboro',  Dart- 
mouth, Hod  Freetown,  were  very  iutelligibly  and  con- 
cisely kept  from  March  22,  1747.  to  Marcii  18,  1783, 
or  about  ten  years  prior  to  the  date  when  the  present 
Nortli  Rochester  Parish,  part  of  which  is  in  Middlc- 
boro',  was  incorporated,  and  those  records  are  deemed 
to  be  tile  bust  and  most  reliable  evidence  now  extant 
of  the  early  religious  condition  of  that  part  of  Middle- 
buro'  now  within  the  North  Rochester  Parish,  and 
this  is  the  excuse  now  offered  why  the  same  have 
been  so  liberally  copied  and  extensively  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  history  of  the  North  Rochester  Parish. 

The  Central  Congregational  Church. — This  re- 
ligious body  was  organized  in  the  meeting-house  of 
the  Fir>t  Precinct,  March  25,  1847,  and  at  its  forma- 
tion consisted  of  thirty-three  members,  all  of  whom 
were,  at  their  own  request,  dismissed  from  the  First 
Congregational  Church  in  Middleboro',  aud  cordially 
recommended  for  the  enterprise.  They  built  au  ele- 
gant place  of  public  worship  at  the  Four  Corners 
Village  in  1S49,  and  on  the  lljth  of  August  of  that 
year  Rev.  Isaiah  C.  Thacher  was  installed  pastor ; 
Horatio  G.  Wood,  Ebenezer  Pickens,  and  James  D. 
Wilder  were  chosen  deacons. 

The  additions  to  this  church  were:  In  1847,  three; 
1848,  four;  1849,  ten;  1S50,  forty  five;  1851,  ten; 
aud  iu  1S52,  five;  and  the  names  of  the  original  mem- 
bers, together  with  those  added  from  year  to  year,  were 
as  follows : 

Names  of  tuk  Original  Memuers. — Cornelius 
Burgess,  Mrs.  Melissa  Burgess,  Mrs.  Betsey  T.  Bur- 
gess, Horatio  G.  Wood,  Mrs.  Abigail  W.  Wood,  Miss 
Emily  T.  Wood,  Adoniram  J.  Cushman,  Mrs.  Ann 
S.  Cushman,  Consider  Robbins,  Mrs.  Ruth  Reed, 
James  D.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Bathsheba  Wilder,  James 
Warren,  Mrs.  Margaret  Warren,  Nathan  Perkins,  Jr., 
John  Perkins,  Mrs.  Ann  S.  Perkins,  Ebenezer  Pick- 
ens, Mrs.  Mary  B.  Pickens,  Mrs.  Abigail  S.  Pickens, 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Pickens,  Nathan  King,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth H.  Washburn,  Mrs.  Olivia  A.  Hitchcock,  Mrs. 
Freelove  P.  Rounseville,  Mrs.  Betsey  Thomas,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Wood,  Miss  Eleanor  B.  Wood,  Mrs.  Almira 
Guddard,  Miss  Sarah  Jackson,  Mrs.  Zilpah  M.  Clark, 
Jliss  Hope  Writhington,  Mrs.  Mary  Dunham. 

Names  of  persons  admitted  to  membership  since 
the  organization  of  the  church  and  the  years  in  which 
admitted : 

1347.— Mri.  Lucy  C.  Wood,   Mrs.  Ellen  Wood,  Mrs.  Elisabeth 

WliLtujorc. 
1343. — Mra.    Lucy    Bourne,    Joseph    Sumpson,    Mrs.    Harriet 

Eaton,  .Mrs.  Maria  L.  Uurlow, 


184U. — Branch  Hariovr,  Andrew  J.  Pickens,  James  M.  Pickens, 
Perry  A.  Wilbur,  Henry  D.  Bassott,  Edward  liurt.  Mis. 
Elizabeth  Burt,  Henry  Arnold,  Mrs.  Eliziibetli  Arnold, 
Miss  Surah  Lane. 

ISJO. — John  McCloud,  Nathan  Dunbar,  Mrs.  Betsey  Dunbar, 
Misa  Eveline  H.  Wilder,  Miss  Harriet  Rounseville,  Mrs. 
Mary  C.  Thacher,  Miss  Lauretta  W.  Wing,  Elijah  Burgess, 
Isaac  D.  Bump,  Mrs.  Juliana  Bump,  Mi:>s  Elizabeth  Cush- 
man, Miss  Emily  F.  Perkins,  .Mrs.  Eliiiira  ]■].  Perkins,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Tucker,  George  Back,  (Jeorge  Washburn,  George  H. 
Shaw,  Mrs.  Ann  Maria  A.  Shaw,  Mrs.  Lyilia  E.  Shaw, 
Foster  A.  Ilurlow,  Ilufus  K.  Harlow,  Mrs.  Lurany  Hai'low, 
.Mifs  Elizabeth  S.  Harlow,  Miss  ilarriet  Bui'gess,  Nuah  C. 
I'erkins,  .Mrs.  Mary  A.  Perkins,  John  Sidwell,  .Mrs.  Zilpah 
Ann  Rich,  Miss  Eliza  Ann  S.  Morton,  Mrs.  Maria  .\.  Davis, 
Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Deane,  Francis  F.  Eaton,  Mrs.  .Augusta  S. 
Eaton,  Mrs.  Bulah  Ann  S.  Cole,  Fanny  D.  Lane,  Mrs. 
Susan  F.  Shaw,  Miss  Batlishcba  L,  Wilder,  George  L.  Soule, 
Preston  Soule,  Amoa  Thomas,  Henry  Dunham,  Aun  Fitz- 
patrick,  Ebenezer  T.  .Soule,  Mrs.  Clarissa  R.  Soule,  Mrs. 
Patia  S.  Doane. 

ISJl. — Mrs.  .\bigail  Washburn,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Jenney,  Mrs. 
Ann  M.  tiiluian,  Mrs.  Louisa  J.  Dunham,  Mrs.  Bctsoy 
Harlow,  Joshua  C.  Jenney,  Ralph  Copelantl,  Mrs.  Nancy 
C.  Copelaud,  Misa  Eli^tabeth  Bryant,  Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Pick- 
ens. 

1S52.— Mra.  A.  N.  Tiadale,  Mrs.  Hannah  Goss,  .Miss  -Mary  .M. 
Southworth,  Abiel  Wood,  Mrs.  Matilda  Wood. 

Rev.  Isaiah  C.  Thacher,  the  first  pastor  of  this 
church,  was  a  graduate  of  Union  College  in  1841. 
He  had  been  settled  in  the  tiospel  ministry  at  Matta- 
poi-sett  before  coming  to  Middleboro'. 

The  Separatist  Church. — As  one  of  the  direct 
results  of  the  preaching  of  Rev.  George  Whitefield 
in  this  country  came  a  division  in  the  Congregational 
Church  of  New  England,  which  separation  or  divis- 
ion has  widened  until  it  is  now  principally  noticeable 
in  the  two  sects  termed  Trinitarian  and  Unitarian 
Congregationaliats.  But  all  who  at  that  time  left  the 
"  Old  Light"  Congregationalists  did  not  go  with  the 
other  branch  of  that  church,  as  some  became  Culvin- 
istic  Baptists,  and  some  stopped  a  step  short  of  that, 
calling  themselves  simply  "  Separatists"  or  "  Come- 
outers"  from  the  Congregationalists. 

At  least  one  Separatist  Church  was  formed  in  Mid- 
dleboro', and  remained  a  distinct  religious  assembly 
until  the  death  of  its  minister,  when  it  ere  long  be- 
came merged  in  the  Second  Calvinlstic  Baptist 
Church,  then  in  Middleboro'  (now  Lakeville).  The 
place  of  public  worship  of  that  Separatist  Church 
was  at  "  Beech  Woods,"  so  called,  and  they  appear  to 
have  purchased  a  church  edifice  standing  in  East 
Freetown,  and  removed  it  to  Beech  Woods,  iu  Mid- 
dleboro', which  house  of  public  worship  finally  came 
to  be  occupied  by  the  Second  Calvinistic  Baptist 
Church  of  Middleboro',  and  was  thus  used  as  a  place 
of  public  worship  until  May  19,  1798,  when  it  was 
accidentally  destroyed  by  fire,  that  at  the  same  time 
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burned  tlie  parson  age- house  of  the  Calvinistic  Baptist 
Church  and  Society. 

Tliat  church  edifice  burned  IMay  19,  1798,  was  built 
near  tlie  site  of  the  former  residence  of  tlie  late  Rev. 
George  Tyler,  in  East  Freetown,  and  removed  to 
Boech  Wood.s,  tlien  in  Middleburo'  (now  in  Lake- 
villo),  between  the  years  1741!  and  1751.  At  a  sub- 
seciueut  date  the  Calvinittic  Baptists  put  up  a  inect- 
iiiLi-liouse  in  East  Freetown,  nearer  the  line  of  New 
Bedlord,  which  came  to  be  called  the  "Elder  Abner 
Lewis  meetinghouse,"  that  was  long  since  demol- 
ished, and  this  explanation  is  given  that  the  reader 
may  not  mistake  one  for  the  other,  or  suppose  these 
church  edifices  to  have  been  identical. 

Of  that  Separati.-it  Church  at  Beech  Woods  Rev. 
James  Mead  was  ordained  paator  Oct.  3,  1751,  and 
he  died  Oct.  2,  1750.  These  Separatists  joined  with 
the  people  who  sat  under  the  preaching  of  Rev.  Ebeu- 
ezor  Iliuds,  and  he  was  ordained  the  pastor  of  those 
united  bodies  of  people  Jan.  2G,  1758.  At  a  coun- 
cil held  at  Titicut  May  27,  1752,  the  Separatist 
Church  at  Beech  Woods  was  represented  by  Rev. 
James  Mead  and  Deacon  William  Smith. 

The  Calvinistic  Baptists. — That  very  prolific 
writer,  Rev.  Cotton  Mailier,  of  Boston,  is  our  autlior- 
ity  for  saying  that  many  of  tlie  first  or  earliest  Euro- 
pean Settlers  of  Massacliusetts  were  Baptists,  and  to 
tliis  he  added  that  "  they  were  as  holy,  and  watchful, 
and  fruitful,  and  heavenly  a  people  as  perhaps  any  in 
the  world."  The  position  occupied  by  Rev.  Cotton 
Mather  was  not  at  all  calculated  to  prejudice  his  mind 
in  favor  of  the  Calvinistic  Baptists  as  a  religious  de- 
nomination, but,  on  the  contrary,  against  it ;  and  hence 
a  compliment  of  this  kind,  coming  from  his  pen,  may 
justly  be  considered  as  praise  of  the  highest  order. 

The  oldest  Baptist  Church  in  America  is  that  in 
Providence,  R.  L,  formed  in  1639,  and  the  oldest  in 
Masrtachus-etts  is  that  in  Swansea,  formed  in  1GG3. 
The  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Ma.'isachusetts  in  point 
of  afire  is  at  Boston,  organized  in  IGtJo. 

Calvinistic  Bapii>t  Churches  were  formed  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  Ma.-isacliusctts  before  the  close  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  ;is  follovvs:  Tiverton,  then  in 
i\lassachusetts,  but  now  in  Rhode  Island,  in  KiSS; 
Chilmark,  in  1C93;  and  a  second  church  at  Swansea, 
in  1(193. 

The  earliest  formation  of  Calvinistic  Baptist 
Churches  in  Massachusetts  in  the  eighteenth  century 
were  the  following:  South  Brinifield,  in  173G  ;  Lei- 
cester, 1738;  Second  in  Boston,  1743;  Bcllingham, 
1750;  Rehoboth,  1753;  First  in  Middleboro',  in  175G; 
Second  in  Middleboro'  (now  Lakeville),  in  1757;  and 
the  third  in  Middleboro',  17G1. 


j      First  Baptist  Church  in  Middleboro'. — Concern- 

I  ing  the  gathering  and  original  formation  of  this  church, 

!  we  learn  from  the  writings  of  Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  the 

distinguished   historian  of  the  denomination,  that  ''  a 

I  number   of   brethren   being    convinced    that   though 

!  freedom  towards  all  men   ought  to  be  shown  as  far  as 

it  can  be  in  truth,  yet  truth  limits  church  communion 

to  believers  baptized   upon  a  prufo.iiun  of  their  own 

faith;  constituted  a  church  at  Middleboro'  in  this  way 

Jan.  16,   1756,  and  by  assistance  from   Boston   and 

Rehoboth    the   author  was   installed   their   pa.-tor   the 

23d  of  July  following." 

Concerning  the  installation.  Rev.  Isaac  B.iukus, 
under  date  of  July  23,  175C,  entered  in  his  diary  : 

**  I  went  curly  to  pour  out  my  soul  to  God,  an  J  wa^  enatluj 
to  rust  all  ujy  alVitira  wilU  biui,  and  espucialty  tiiu  wuik  ul'  lliid 
day,  for  nouo  of  tlie  elders  that  were  aunt  for  were  yut  cuiiie,  and 
I  found  a  measure  of  willingness  to  leave  the  case  with  the  Loni 
to  sen<l  whom  lie  pleased. 

'*  Nut  lon^  after  came  Elder  Ltouiid  and  Deacon  Culllus  from 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Boston,  and  Elder  liuund  and  Est|uiie 
Bullock  and  Joshua  Briggs,  brethren  from  the  ;!!ecoud  liiiptist 
Church  in  Rehoboth. 

'*  And  they  proceeded  to  read  the  letters  from  us  and  their 
churches*  answer  thereto,  and  enibodied  into  a  council  and 
oliosti  Elder  Hound  Moderator,  ami  Elder  Bound  Clerk  ;  atid 
after  inquiring  into  the  priueiples  aud  standing  b(jth  of  the 
ehureb  and  uiyself,  and  of  our  coming  together  in  this  relation, 
they  declared  themselves  satistieil  therewith. 

'*Then  we  went  out  before  a  great  congregation  of  people,  and 
Mr.  Bound  preached  from  Dan.  \ii.  )>. 

**Then  these  two  elders  laid  on  hands,  and  ICtdcr  Uuund  mado 
the  first  prayer  and  gave  the  charge,  and  Elder  Itfiund  gave 
the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  and  made  the  last  prayer. 

"  And  through  the  whole  e.vci'ci'c  my  soul  felt  a  great  solem- 
nity. We  concluded  with  singing  the  first  part  uf  the  l.'i_*d 
I'salm. 

'•  0  that  that  Psalm  may  ever  be  fulfilled  aiiinng  us  I" 

A  revival  of  religion  was  felt  in  this  first  Baptist 
Ciiureh,  which  began  in  the  latter  part  of  1778,  and 
immediately  preceding  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Backus 
said  that  for  five  years  "  coldness  aud  stupidity  had 
greatly  prevailed  therein."  'That  revival,"  said  the 
same  authority,  "  was  at  its  height  in  July,  1780." 
Mr.  Backus  continued:  "The  first  person  added  to 
the  church  in  this  revival  was  on  February  28,  1779," 
aud  ere  long  tlie  number  received  had  increased  to 
eii;hty-tive,  about  two-thirds  of  whom  were  residents 
of  Biidgcwater,  and  in  which  town  a  huge  Baptist 
meeting-house  was  soon  after  built,  and  the  hi.-tory  of 
this  church  is,  perhaps,  in  fact,  as  much,  or  even 
mure,  a  part  of  the  liistory  of  Bridgewater  than  of  Mid- 
dleboro', although  those  who  assembled  for  worship 
in  that  large  lueetiug-house  became  a  separate  body 
of  worshipers,  and  employed  another  minister,  while 
still  constituting  a  branch  of  this  first  C.dviuistie 
Baptist  Church. 
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Of  this  church,  Mr.  Backus  said  that,  at  its  tbrnia- 
tioo,  "  it  was  tlie  only  Baptist  Church  iu  an  exteut  of 
country  of  above  a  iiunJred  miles  long, — from  Bel- 
rniL;ham  to  the  euJ  of  Cape  Cod,  and  near  fifty  miles 
wide  betweeu  Bostou  aud  Kehoboth." 

Their  uumber  was  small  for  many  years,  though 
tliey  bad  some  reviving  from  time  to  time,  until  such 
a  work  came  on  iu  1779  as  increased  their  number  iu 
three  years  from  fifty-nine  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight.  Aud  in  forty  years  they  buried  tliirty-four, 
dismissed  sixty-one,  and  excluded  twelve,  while 
DJuety-oue  members  remained. 

"  Scveu  members  of  this  church,"  said  Backus, 
'■  have  been  ordaiued  to  the  work  of  the  gospel  min- 
istry, namely :  James  Mellen,  Abner  Lewis,  Asa 
Hunt,  Elijah  Codding,  Job  Macomber,  Samuel  Nel- 
son, aud  David  Leonard,  the  last  of  whom  was  or- 
dained as  an  itinerant,  December  17,  1794."  Rev. 
Isaac  Backus,  the  first  pastor  of  this  church,  died  at 
his  post  and  while  still  engaged  in  the  work  of  the 
gospel  ministry,  having  "  never  changed  or  wished  to 
ciiange  his  place." 

His  remains  rest  iu  the  cemetery  at  North  Middle- 
boro',  and  liis  grave  is  marked  by  a  stone  bearing  this 
inscription  : 

'*  Here  lie  deposited  tbe  reuiuias 

of  tbo 

ItEV.  Isaac  Backls,  A.M., 

who  departed  this  life  November  20,  ISOIj, 

aged  S2  yeara  and  10  montlis, 

in  the  dixty-Hrst  year  of  his  miuistry. 

"As  It  Christian  and  Minister  the  character  of  this  man  was 
truly  eon^))ieuous.  As  pa.'^tor  of  u  ctturcb  iu  this  town,  fur  lifty- 
eij^lit  years,  he  was  ciiiineutly  useful  aud  beloved,  lli.-^  domestic 
aud  relative  duties,  as  a  husband  and  parent,  were  disehur;^ed 
with  lidelity,  tenderness,  and  atfeetiou.  His  y.eal  and  persever- 
ing iniiu.-try  in  the  cause  of  civil  and  relij^ious  liberty,  tltrtiuj^h  a 
lung  laburioua  life,  is  still  manifest  in  bis  writings  as  an  His- 
torian of  tbe  I>aptist  denominatiou,  and  defender  of  the  truths 
of  the  ductrinc  of  Christ.  Having  uniformly  borne  testimony 
in  his  life,  conversation,  and  ministry,  of  his  ardent  love  to  his 
Divine  .Master  and  the  ditctrino  of  the  Cross,  in  an  advanced 
uge  he  was  called  from  his  beloved  charge,  and  numerous  Chris- 
tian friends  and  bretbrea,  to  sleep  in  Jesus,  and  bis  spirit  into 
the  garner  of  bis  heavenly  Father,  as  a  shock  of  corn  fully 
ripe. 

"God  was  bis  portion  and  bis  guide  through  this  dark  wil- 
derness. 

"  And  now  his  tlesb  is  laid  asido,  bis  soul  has  endless  rest." 

Concerning  this  First  Baptist  Church  in  Middle- 
boro'  the  Rev.  S.  Hopkins  Emory,  while  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Titicut,  North  Middle- 
boro',  remarked, — 

**  A  large  number  of  ministers  have  gone  forth  from  this,  the 
First  Baptist  Cbureli  of  Middlcborougb,  which  has  well  earned 
the  title  not  only  of  mother  of  churches  but  of  mother  of  min- 
isters;  the  list  being  as  follows;  James  Mellen,  Abner  Lewis, 
Asa   Hunt,   Elijah   Codding,  Job    Macomber,  Samuel    Nelson, 


David  Leonard,  Zenas  Lockwood  Leonard,  Stephen  Smith  Xel- 
son,  Lewis  Leonard,  Silas  Hall,  Thomas  Conant,  George  Leon- 
ard, Williaui  Harrison  Alden,  David  Weston. 

"The  last  named  recently  died,  having  hlled  with  great 
promise  of  usefulness  and  euiinence  in  bis  profession  tbe  othce 
of  jtrofessor  of  Ecclesiostical  History  to  Madison  University, 
Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  deeply  lamented  by  all  who  Inul  watched  itis 
progress,  and  had  such  high  hopes  concerning  his  future." 

An  ancient  queen  when  inquired  of  concerning  her 
jewels  is  said  to  have  pointed  proudly  to  her  cliildren 
aud  said,  "These  are  my  jewels;"  and  in  this  attempt 
to  write  the  history  of  this  mother  of  Calvinistic 
Baptist  Churches,  and  as  Rev.  Mr.  Emory  trutblully 
adds,  the  mother  al.so  of  Calvinistic  Baptist  ministers, 
may  we  uot  be  excused  for  occupying  some  space  in 
this  publication  in  giving  brief  notices  of  several  of 
these,  her  children,  bright  jewels  in  the  crown  of  her 
everlasting  rejoicing. 

James  Mellen  was  for  a  time  a  resident  in  aud  per- 
haps a  native  of  Framingham,  Mass.,  and  joined  tlie 
First  Baptist  Church  iu  Middloboru'. 

He  was  the  second  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Brimfield,  which  Rev.  Isaac  Backus  iufurms  us 
was  the  first  or  earliest  church  of  this  denominatiou 
gathered  within  the  limits  of  Hampshire  County,  it 
having  been  formed  Nov.  4,  1736,  Rev.  Ebenczer 
Moulton  being  the  same  day  ordained  as  its  pastor. 

James  Mellen  was  the  immediate  successor  of  Mr. 
Moulton  in  the  ministry  at  Brimfield.  Sir.  Mellen 
was  ordaiued  pastor  of  the  Brimfield  Baptist  Church 
Sept.  11,  1765. 

Mr.  Backus  further  wrote  concerning  Mr.  Mellon, 
"  ilo  was  a  faithful  and  successful  pastor  until  lie 
finished  his  course  in  a  joyful  munuer  Aug.  5,  1709.'' 

Abner  Lewis  was  born  in  Middleboro',  March  16, 
1745,  and  joined  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  this 
town  in  1705,  or  when  he  was  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  began  to  preach  in  1770,  improving  bis  gifts 
at  East  Freetown  as  early  as  1773,  his  labors  there 
being  blessed. 

A  Calvinistic  Baptist  Church  was  formed  in  East 
Freetown  Sept.  13,  1775,  of  which  Abner  Lewis  was 
ordained  pastor  June  26,  1776.  Here  his  ministerial 
labors  were  so  successful  that  four  years  later  this 
church  had  increased  to  oue  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
luembers,  and  had  erected  a  church  edifice  near  what 
is  now  known  as  the  '•  county  road,"  and  not  far  from 
the  line  that  divides  Freetown  from  New  Bedford. 

But  the  Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  iu  his  excellent 
history,  says, — 

"'The  publio  difBoulties  in  the  country,  with  the  unhappy 
temper  of  some  of  the  members  of  tbe  church,  caused  Mr. 
Lewis  to  ask  a  disinissioo  from  them,  which  be  obtained  in 
August,  17  34. 
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**  *  Ttie  behavior  of  some  in  tbi^  cburcii  bas  cnujfeJ  a  niimbtr 
tu  uai^  UDii  receive  Uisuii^^^ious  from  it  tu  utber  cburclie:>,  wliilu 
iouie  have  died  and  others  removed  away,  uutii  tbey  have  be- 
cuiuc  very  5Uiall/ — aod  to  this  tealimuuy  of  the  trutliful  Eaekus 
we  ean  now,  with  eijual  truth,  add  that  thia  bouse,  thus  '  divided 
against  itself,'  so  fell  tliat  not  only  was  one  stone  not  left  ujion 
another,  but  in  the  locality  where  it  ouce  existed  and  tlourished 
nearly  all  knowledge  of  its  history  is  lost  io  forgctfulness  and 
bulled  iu  ubliviun.  From  Noveiuber,  17^U,  to  Septenibei',  17'JJ, 
Rev.  Abner  Lewis  was  pastor  of  tlie  North  Baptist  Church  in 
Attlcborouyh.  ile  traveled  and  j)reaelicil  in  various  places, 
and  for  a  tiuie  filled  a  pulpit  in  Harwich,  on  Cape  Cod, 

•*  Asa  Hunt  was  born  at  liraintree,  Maas.,  in  July,  1744.  He 
preached  for  a  tirue  in  Kaynharu,  and  WUS  ordained  [lastor  of 
the  Third  Calvinistie  Uaptist  Church  iu  iliddleborough,  Oct. 
.10,  1771.  His  ordin.atiun  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Isaac 
Uachus,  from  -  Cor.  iii.  chap,  fi  verse,  *  Wlio  alstj  bath  luatle  us 
able  uiiniutera  of  the  new  tcstaincul;  nut  of  the  letter,  but  of 
the  spirit:  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  spirit  givcth  life'  The 
sermon  was  published  under  the  title  of  '  Evangelical  Ministers 
described  and  distinguished  frora  Legalibta.'  Backus'  history 
informs  that  the  Third  Baptist  Church  in  Middleborougb  gave 
the  Kev.  Asa  Hunt  '  a  good  place  for  a  settlement,  beside  the  use 
of  the  Uliniateriat  lot.' 

•'  His  preaching  was  acceptable,  .  .  .  and  such  u  work  of  the 
.Spirit  of  God  began  among  them  in  March,  1780,  as  caused  the 
addition  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  meutbers  to  their  church 
by  September,  17SU,  wbeu  they  bad  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  in  all. 

"  But  in  time  of  gicat  changes  in  our  country  about  money 
and  worldly  property,  Mr.  Hunt  entangled  himself  so  much  in 
the  alfairs  of  this  life  as  caused  much  unhappiness,  and  he  in- 
Slated  upon  a  dismission  from  bis  church,  which  they  granted, 
though  with  reluctance,  in  December,  17S'J. 

'*  Ho  had  been  on  a  journey  into  Virginia  (where  he  preached 
to  good  purpose!  the  year  before,  and  he  traveled  into  New  Jer- 
sey and  Pennsylvania  after  his  dismission,  but  he  never  removed 
hia  family. 

*'  lie  was  called  to  visit  bis  eldest  son,  who  was  sick  with  the 
dysentery  in  the  college  at  Providence,  where  the  fattier  was 
seized  with  the  same  distemper  and  died  there  Se|it.  2U,  17U1." 

Elijah  Coddioj;  was  the  successor  of  Rev.  James 
Melluii  as  pastor  of  tlie  Baptist  Church  in  lirinifield, 
where  he  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gospel 
ministry  Nov.  11,  1773.  Backus  says  of  Rev.  Elijaii 
Codding  and  iiis  ministry,  "  And  tliough  it  was  a  low 
time  with  them  at  South  Brimticid  for  some  years, 
yet  such  a  heavenly  shower  was  granted  iu  1779  as 
increased  their  numbers  from  twenty-three  to  two 
hundred  and  thirty-six  in  four  years." 

Job  Macombcr  was  the  son  of  a  Congregational 
deacou  in  Jliddleburo',  but  he  became  a  member  of 
the  First  Calvini.stic  Baptist  Church  of  that  town  iu 
1772,  and  by  preaching  began  to  piomulgate  its  doc- 
trines and  advocate  its  faith  and  practices  only  two 
years  later,  lie  preaclied  for  a  time  at  New  Glouces- 
ter, in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Maine.  A  Calvin- 
istie Baptist  Church  was  formed  at  Bowdoiuliam,  Mc, 
May  24,  1784,  of  which  Mr.  Macombcr  was  ordained 
pxitor  Aug.  18,  1784. 

Samuel  Nelson  was  a  son  of  William   Nelson  and 


wife,  Elizabeth    Rowland,  and  born   in   that   part   of 
Middleboro'  which  in  1853  was  set  ufl'  and  incorpor- 
ated as  a  new  town  called  Lakcville,'  April  G,  174S. 
His   brothers,  William   Nelson,  born  July   IS.  1741, 
and  Ebenczer  Nelson,  born  Oct.  211,  17^3,  were  al-o 
Calvinistie   Baptist  ministers,  and   bis  brutlier,  Anjns 
Nelson,  born  in  1743,  was  a  deacnu.     Samuel  Nel.iun 
was  a  grandson   of  Thomas    Nel.-oii,   who   is  said   to 
have  been  the  first  or  earliest  resident  of  Middluboii/ 
who  became  a  Baptist,  and  joined  the  church  of  that 
j  denomination    in    Swansea,    many    years    before    any 
I   Baptist  Church  was  gathered  in  Middlcburu'.      ITupe 
I  Nelson,  the  grandmother  of  Samuel,  was  also  a  B;i[i- 
I  ti->(,  and  she  joined  the  Bajiti.st  Cliuich   at  Swan.-ea, 
j  Aug.    5,    1723,   and   communed   at  the    Luid's   laliN; 
I  witli  the  Seeoud  Baptist  Church  in  MidJIuboru'  ^n^lW 
I  Lakeville)  when  she  was  more  than  a  hundred  years 
old,  and  at  the  date  of  her  death — viz.,  Dee.  7,  17S2 
— had  attained  to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
and  five  years,  six  months,  and  twenty  days,  her  lineal 
descendants  at  that  lime  numbering  about  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven   persons.      A   most    remarkable 
"  Mother  in  Israel"  was  she. 

Samuel  Nelson  was  the  successor  of  Rev.  Asa 
Hunt  in  the  pastoral  office  to  the  Third  Calvinistie 
Baptist  Church  in  Middleboro',  where  Mr.  Nelson 
commenced  his  labors  some  time  during  the  month 
of  May,  1793,  and  of  the  condition  of  that  church 
spiritually,  and  of  the  community  in  which  it  was  lo- 
cated morally,  when  those  labors  were  commenced, 
the  historian  Backus  bore  testimony  as  follows : 
"The  church  waa  in  low  circumstances,  and  young 
people  got  to  be  .so  extravagant  in  vanity  that  they 
could  hardly  be  kept  civil  in  times  of  public  worship. 
"  And  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  month  such  a 
divine  influence  was  granted  that  old  Christians  be- 
came all  alive  in  religion,  and  such  a  concern  for  the 
soul  and  eternity  appeared  among  old  and  young 
through  all  the  busiest  time  iu  the  summer  that  they 
had  frequent  crowded  meetings  in  season  and  out  of 
season  without  the  least  disturbance  from  vain  per- 
sons, which  before  were  so  troublc^oinc." 

Mr.  Saiuuel  Nelson  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Third  Calvinistie  Baptist  Chuich  in  Sliddleboro' 
Jan.  16,  1794,  and  within  the  year  following  about 
thirty  persons  were  added  to  this  church.  Rev. 
Samuel  Nelson  continued  to  be  the  minister  of  this 
church  until  his  death,  that  called  him  from  the  field 
of  his  faithful  labors  to  the  place  of  rewards,  Sept.  9, 


'  The  legal  voters  of  what  is  now  Lakeville  had  votcil  hy  a 
decided  majority  to  call  their  town  Nelson,  but  tliis  being  dis- 
couraged by  the  members  of  that  family  for  whom  the  honor  was 
intended,  it  was  afterwards  changed  tu  the  name  it  now  bears. 
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1822.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  a 
Hiiskeli,  of  Rochester,  and  second  wife  a  Piclcen.s,  of 
Mi.!dleh„ro'. 

Diivid  Leonard.  About  tlio  time  of  attainin;.;  to 
lii.s  niiijority  he  tooiv  tlie  additional  name  of  Augustus, 
and  was  afcorwards  known  as  David  A.  Leonard.  He 
was  a  son  of  David  Leonard  and  wife  (Mary  Hall),  i 
and  born  at  15ridgewater,  Mass.,  Sept.  15,  1771. 
David  A.  Leonard  graduated  at  Brown  University, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1702,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
work  of  the  gospel  ministry  Dec.  17,  1794.  The 
services  of  his  ordination  were  performed  at  Bridge- 
water,  whore  a  sermon  was  preaclied  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Baldwin,  of  Boston,  which  sermon  was  printed.  The 
historian  Backus  says  that  Mr.  Leonard  was  ordained 
3:3  an  itinerant,  and  so  he  seems  to  have  been,  as  in 
1795  we  find  him  piustor  of  a  Baptist  Church  in  Ti.s- 
bury,  Dukes  Co.,  Mass.,  and  from  July  1,  179<>,  to 
February,  1797,  he  was  preaching  upon  the  island  of 
Nantucket.  That  he  was  a  very  zealous  Christian, 
and  most  thorough  Baptist,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  a  seemingly  well-authenticated  tradition 
asserts  that  upon  his  conversion  he  was  so  an.\ious, 
yea,  impatient,  to  submit  to  the  ordinauce  of  baptism 
by  immersion  that,  although  it  was  mid-winter  and 
the  streams  of  New  England  all  frozen,  this  was  to 
his  mind  no  reasonable  excuse  or  proper  hiaderance 
tliat  he  should  be  baptized,  and  a  hole  was  therefore 
cut  in  the  ice  for  and  devoted  to  that  purpose. 

Rev.  David  A.  Leonard  for  a  time  supplied  the 
pulpit  of  the  Gold  Street  Baptist  Church,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  also  preaclied  to  a  Calvinistic  Baptist 
Church  then  existing  in  and  near  Assonet  village,  in 
Freetown,  Mass.  His  latter  years  were  principally 
devoted  to  literary  pursuits,  and  among  the  produc- 
tions of  his  mind  and  pen  that  were  printed  and  pub- 
Ibhed  we  find  was  a  piece  of  poetry  concerning  the 
little  village  of  Siasconsett ;  a  sermon  delivered  at 
Holmes'  Harbor,  Martha's  Vineyard,  on  the  death  of 
Mr.  John  Holmes,  Nov.  1,  1795;  an  oration  at 
Nantucket  at  a  celebration  of  a  festival  of  St.  John, 
by  the  Union  Lodge,  in  1796  ;  funeral  sermon  in  Gold 
Street  Church,  New  York  City,  Feb.  16,  1800;  an 
oration  on  the  death  of  Gen.  George  Washington,  de- 
livered in  the  First  Baptist  meeting-house  in  New 
York,  Feb.  22,  1800;  oration  at  Raynham,  Mass., 
July  5,  1802 ;  oration  at  Dightou,  Mass.,  July  4, 
18U3  ;  and  an  oration  on  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana, 
delivered  at  Raynham,  May  11,  1804. 

In  February,  1797,  Rev.  David  A.  Leonard  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
Job  Peirce,  of  Middleboro'  (that  part  now  Lakeville), 
and  in  June,  1805,  Mr.  Leonard  removed  with  his 


family  to  and  located  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  where  in  Jan- 
uary, 1806,  he  received  the  appointment  of  post- 
tua.>tcr,  in  which  position  he  continued  until  July, 
1817. 

While  residing  in  Bristol,  Mr.  Leonard  was  secre- 
tary of  the  Bristol  Insurance  Company,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Bristol  RepnLlican,  a  newspaper 
warmly  and  actively  devoted  to  the  party  and  admin- 
i.^tration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  who  part  of  that  lime 
was  President  of  these  United  States. 

Added  to  the  labors  incident  to  all  these  positions, 
Mr.  Leonard  found  time  or  at  any  rate  took  the  time 
— perhaps  from  the  hours  in  which  he  should  have 
had  rest — to  prepare  for  publication  a  translation 
that  he  made  of  the  New  Testament,  which  last- 
named  labor  was  all  lost,  together  with  about  six  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  his  property,  from  the  very 
disastrous  effects  of  the  equinoctial  storm,  Sept.  23, 
1S15,  and  till  now  familiarly  referred  to  as  the  "  great 
September  gale." 

To  relieve  himself  from  the  losses  thus  occasioned, 
Mr.  Leonard  resolved  to  remove  to  what  was  then 
considered  the  far  West,  but  now  the  State  of  In- 
diana. He  accordingly  started  with  his  family  and 
such  household  goods  as  could  be  conveyed  with  the 
small  conveniences  then  afforded  for  transportation, 
and  was  proceeding  upon  the  Ohio  River,  when  in 
the  month  of  December,  1818,  his  health  had  become 
so  poor  that  he  was  forced  to  land  and  take  up  his 
abode  in  what  was  then  a  little  village,  called  Laconia, 
situated  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Ohio 
River,  in  Boone  township,  Harrison  Co.,  Ind.,  where 
on  the  22d  of  July,  1819,  he  died. 

It  was  his  intention  to  have  settled  in  Vincennes,  on 
the  Wabash  River,  then  the  most  important  town  in 
Indiana,  but  his  death  frustrated  that  design,  and  his 
widow,  with  her  children,  went  to  Kentucky,  where 
one  of  the  daughters  became  the  wife  of  Hon.  David 
Merriwether,  who  subsequently  became  Governor  of 
New  Mexico.  Another  daughter  married  Hon.  Wil- 
liam P.  Thomasson,  a  member  from  Kentucky  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  and  Twenty-uinth  Coagrcsses  of  the 
nation. 

A  third  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Charles 
Hay,  and  as  such  she  also  became  the  mother  of  Col. 
John  M.  Hay,  the  poet  and  journalist,  who  graduated 
at  Brown  University,  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1858, 
and  was  assistant  secretary  to  President  Lincoln  iu 
1861  ;  aid  to  Gen.  Hunter;  secretary  of  legation  at 
Paris  from  1865  to  1867;  charge-d'affaires  at  Vi- 
enna from  1867  to  1868 ;  secretary  of  legation  at 
Madrid  from  1869  to  1870  ;  author  of  "  Pike  County 
Ballads"  and  "  Castilian  Days." 
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Tlie  daughter  who  mairieiJ  Governor  Merriwether 
became  the  mother  of  William  Merriwotlier,  United 
States  marshal  for  the  district  of  Kentucky. 

The  daughter  who  married  Hon.  William  P. 
Thomasbou  was  the  mother  of  Charles  L.  Thoina.sson, 
wlio  commanded  a  Union  regiment  called  the  "  Louis- 
ville Legiou,"  at  the  liead  of  which  he  gave  his  life  a 
sacrifice  in  the  Union  cause  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga. 

Zenas  Lockwood  Leonard  was  a  descendant,  in  the 
fifth  generation,  of  Solomon  Leonard,  who  emigrated 
from  Holland  about  16.-!0,  and  is  believed  to  have 
been  a  member  of  John  Robinson's  congregation  at 
Leyden.  He  first  settled  in  Duxbury,  and  afterwards 
became  an  original  proprietor  and  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Bridgcwater. 

Zenas  Lockwood  Leonard  was  the  second  of  thir- 
teen children,  being  a  brother  of  Rev.  David  A. 
Leonard,  whose  biography  has  just  been  given,  and 
was  born  at  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  Jan.  1(5,  1773. 

His  early  years  were  pas.sed  on  liis  father's  farm, 
where  he  aci(uired  habits  of  industry  and  knowledge 
of  agriculture  that  he  turned  to  good  account  in  alter 
life.' 

In  March,  1790,  when  he  w;us  about  seventeen 
yeai's  of  age,  his  mind  first  became  deeply  impressed 
with  eternal  realities,  and  about  the  middle  of  June 
following  he  obtained  evidence,  as  he  believed,  of  a 
renovated  heart. 

For  a  short  time  he  was  somewliat  perplexed  and 
agitated  on  the  subject  of  baptism,  but  finally  became 
satisfied  that  immersion  is  the  scriptural  mode  of  ad- 
ministering that  ordinance,  and  he  was  accordingly 
baptized  in  tliut  on  the  1st  of  July  following,  and 
immediately  after  connected  liimself  with  the  First 
Baptist  Cliurch  in  Middleboro',  then  under  the  pas- 
toral care  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  of  which  his 
excellent  mother  had  been  a  member  for  several  years. 

Shortly  after  this  he  commenced  a  course  of  study 
preparatory  to  entering  college.  He  was  assisted 
partly  by  his  elder  brother,  David  A.  Leonard,  then 
a  member  of  Brown  University,  and  partly  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Fobes,  a  professor  in  the  same  university, 
but  having  his  residence  and  pastoral  ciiarge  in  the 
adjoining  town  of  Raynham,  and  during  part  of  the 
time  he  studied  without  an  instructor  and  in  connec- 
tion with  his  labors  upon  the  farm. 

In  May,  179-,  he  was  admitted  to  the  sophomore 
class  of  Brown  University,  and  during  his  whole  col- 
lege course  was  distinguished  for  diligence  in  study, 
exemplary  deportment,  and  uarnest  piety.  He  grad- 
uated with  honor  in  September,  1794. 

On  leaving  college  he  commenced  a  course  of  theo- 


logical study  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  William 
Williams,  of  Wrentham,  Mass..  but  at  the  urgent  re- 
quest of  his  friends  he  began  almost  immediately  to 
preach,  being  regularly  licensed  according  to  the  order 
of  his  denomination  by  the  church  in  Bridgewater. 

He  spent  the  next  winter  in  Sandwich  and  .some  of 
the  adjoining  places,  and  early  in  the  spring  was  per- 
mitted to  take  part  in  a  powerful  revival  of  religion  in 
Provincetown,  a  place  situated  on  the  extreme  north- 
western point  of  Cape  Cod. 

After  this  he  went,  by  invitation,  to  Tuinpleton, 
and  remained  there  about  two  months,  wlion  he  deter- 
mined to  prosecute  what  he  had  previously  meditated, 
— a  tour  through  the  New  Kiighiud  States  and  the 
State  of  New  York. 

He  accordingly  set  out;  but  on  arriving  at  Stur- 
bridge,  Mass.,  at  the  close  of  his  second  day's  journey, 
he  was  led  to  abandon  the  project,  and  accept  an  in- 
vitation' to  preacli  to  the  Baptist  Church  in  that  tuwn. 
On  the  30tli  of  January,  179C,  he  received  a  unan- 
imous call  from  the  church  and  society  to  become 
their  pastor,  and,  having  accepted  it,  he  was  cndaiucd 
on  the  loth  of  September  following,  tlie  Rev.  Dr. 
Baldwin,  of  Boston,  preaching  the  ordination  sermon. 
With  such  zeal  and  energy  did  Mr.  Leonard  now 
apply  himself  to  the  work  of  the  miui.slry  that  his 
health  soon  began  to  fail,  and  in  the  summer  of  1797 
he  was  obliged  to  suspend  his  labors  i'or  several 
months,  which  he  spent  upon  the  sea-shore. 

In  the  autumn  lie  was  so  much  improved  that  he 
commenced  a  grammar  school  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  his  own  dwelling,  which  he  continued,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  for  thirteen  succe.'-sive  .season.s, 
and  for  several  years  he  had  in  his  family  a  number 
of  young  men  fitting  for  college  or,  more  immediately, 
for  some  of  the  higher  walks  of  active  usefulness. 

In  the  spring  of  1798  his  health  again  became 
very  feeble,  and  serious  fears  were  enturtained  of  an 
incipient  disease  of  the  lungs,  which  luight  oblige  him 
to  desist  from  public  speaking  altogether. 

He  again  availed  himself  for  a  while  of  sea  air,  but 
with  little  or  no  apparent  advantage. 

Afterwards  he  journeyed  into  the  northern  p;irt  of 
Vermont,  and  in  the  autumn  made  a  visit  to  C.i|ie 
Cod  ;  but  his  health  still  continued  feeble. 

About  this  time  he  resumed  his  early  habit  of  reg- 
ular labor  in  the  open  air,  and  this  was  the  nuans  of 
restoring  him  to  a  comfortable  state  of  health,  which 
continued  till  near  the  close  of  his  life. 

He  was  active  in  procuring  a  division  of  the  War- 
ren Baptist  Association. 

A  convention  of  ministers  and  private  members  of 
the  church    was  held   at  Sturbridge,  Nov.  3,   ISUl, 
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which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Sturbridgc 
A.vsociation. 

Their  first  meeting  was  held  at  Charlton,  Sept.  30, 
1802,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  that  body. 

He  enii.stcd  with  great  zeal  for  the  promotion  of 
several  of  the  prominent  benevolent  objects  of  the 
day,  particularly  the  Sabbath-school,  the  temperance 
cause,  and  the  cause  of  African  colonization,  and  was 
president  of  the  society  for  Worcester  County  and 
vicinity,  auxiliary  to  the  Baptist  Board  of  Missions. 

It  was  his  often-expressed  desire  that  he  might  not 
outlive  the  period  of  his  usefulness ;  and  it  was  a 
mysterious  dispensation  of  Providence  that  while  in 
the  midst  of  vigorous  uianhood  he  was  visited  with  a 
malady  (softening  of  the  brain)  which  gradually 
brought  a  cloud  over  his  intellect. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1832,  he  was,  by  his  own 
request,  dismissed  from  the  immediate  charge  of  the 
congregation,  which  he  had  ably  and  faithfully  served 
during  a  period  of  thirty-six  years. 

The  next  year  the  citizens  of  the  town  signified 
their  continued  confidence  in  his  fidelity  and  ability 
by  electing  him  fur  the  sixth  time  to  represent  them 
in  the  Council  of  the  State. 

For  some  years  he  continued  a  coostaot  attendant 
in  the  sanctuary,  and  occasionally  took  part  in  confer- 
ence and  prayer-meetings. 

It  hud  been  his  custom  to  visit  annually  his  pious 
mother,  and  the  friends  and  home  of  his  youth,  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  and  generally  in  going 
or  returning,  to  attend  commencement  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity. 

His  last  journey  thither  was  made  in  1833.  In 
the  autumn  of  1835,  accompanied  by  his  son,  he 
made  a  tour  through  a  part  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Veriuimt,  which  he  seemed  greatly  to  enjoy,  but  was 
glad  to  return  home  to  rest. 

He  died  on  the  24th  of  June  1841,  in  the  sixty- 
uinth  year  of  his  age. 

The  productions  of  his  pen,  that  have  been  printed 
and  published,  are  circular  letters  to  the  Sturbridge 
As.sociation,  for  the  years  1802,  1810,  1822,  and 
1825,  and  an  oration  delivered  on  the  4th  of  July, 
181G. 

Stephen  Smith  Nelson  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Nel- 
son and  wife  (Ann  Smith),  and  born  in  that  part  of 
Middleboro'  now  Lakeville,  Oct.  5,  1772. 

He  made  a  profession  of  religion  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years. 

When  in  his  sixteenth  year  he  was  baptized,  by  the 
Rev.  William  Nelson,  and  united  with  the  First  Cal- 
vinist  Baptist  Church  of  Middleboro'. 


He  graduated  at  Brown  University,  at  Providence, 
R.  I.,  in  1794,  and  was  from  1819  to  1331  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  that  institution. 

On  leaving  college  he  studied  theology  with  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Stillman,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Boston. 

In  hia  twenty-fourth  year  he  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  gospel,  and  after  laboring  two  years  with  the 
church  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  as  a  stated  supply,  he  was 
ordained  in  1798  as  their  pastor,  preaching  to  them 
at  first  in  "  an  upper  room"  in  the  old  court-house. 

The  church,  however,  soon  secured  a  convenient 
place  of  worship,  which,  though  humble  in  its  ap- 
pearance and  rough  in  its  furniture,  was  found  to  be 
a  true  Bethel, — the  house  of  God  and  very  gate  of 
heaven. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Nelson  was  the  only  liberally 
educated  Baptist  minister  in  Connecticut,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  hia  accurate  scholarship,  courteous 
manners,  and  consistent  piety  served  greatly  to  aid  in 
the  establishment  and  increase  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Hartford. 

He  was  actively  engaged  in  the  remarkable  re- 
vival of  religion  that  occurred  about  the  close  of  the 
last  century,  and  which  added  so  many  converts  to 
the  churches  of  all  denominations  in  Hartford  and 
elsewhere. 

Becided  in  his  peculiar  views  and  usages,  as  a 
Baptist  he  was  the  cordial  friend  and  brother  of  all 
good  men. 

On  that  account  he  was  in  the  most  friendly  and 
intimate  relations  with  Doctors  Strong  and  Flint,  at 
that  time  the  only  Congregational  ministers  in  Hart- 
ford, and  cheerfully  co-operated  with  them  in  the 
cause  of  Christ. 

Though  31  r.  Nelson's  pastoral  charge  was  in  Hart- 
ford, his  occasional  labors  extended  to  several  of  the 
neighboring  towns,  particularly  Middletown,  and  the 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Upper  Middletown  (now 
Cromwell)  was  established  by  his  eflforts. 

Mr.  Nelson,  as  well  as  several  other  prominent 
Baptist  clergymen  of  that  day,  was  not  only  the  firm 
friend  but  open  advocate  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
as  the  inalienable  birthright  of  the  human  soul ;  and 
during  his  residence  in  Hartford  took  an  active  part 
in  preparing  and  urging  upon  the  public  attention 
the  "  Baptist  Petition,"  a  remonstrance  addressed  to 
the  Connecticut  Legislature  complaining  of  the  civil 
disabilities  which  "  Dissenters"  from  the  "  Standing 
Order"  were  compelled  to  suffer,  and  urging  upon 
them  the  great  doctrine  of  absolute  "soul  liberty,"  in 
other  words,  the  entire  freedom  of  conscience  worship 
and  action  in  the  domain  of  religion,  which  petition, 
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coustuntly  pressed  by  the  Baptists  and  other  lovers  of 
liberty  who  united  witli  them,  at  last  severed  in  Coii- 
neeticut  tlie  union  of  Church  and  State,  by  sccurinij 
that  constitution  of  civil  government  which  in  1818 
gave  to  all  equal  civil  and  religious  rights. 

At  the  first  election  <if  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Nelson  was  appointed, 
with  others,  by  the  Daubury  (now  the  Hartford) 
Bapii.'it  Atsociation,  in  behalf  of  that  body,  to  pre- 
pare and  forward  to  him  a  congratulatory  addrc-s, 
recognizing  his  acknowledged  attachment  to  civil  and 
religious  liberty. 

In  1801,  Mr.  Nelson  resigned  his  cliarge  in  Hart- 
ford, and  became  for  a  number  of  years  principal  of 
a  huge  and  flourishing  academy  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
now  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  at  the  same  time  taking  cliarge 
of  an  infant  church  iu  that  village. 

Both  the  church  and  academy  flourished  under  his 
cure  until  the  war  with  Great  Britain  came  on,  in 
consci|uence  of  which  he  removed  in  1815  to  Attle- 
boro',  Mass.,  where  an  extensive  revival  took  place 
under  his  labors,  which  brought  into  the  church  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  After  this  he 
had  charge  for  a  short  time  successively  of  the 
churches  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  Canton,  Conn. 

In  1825  he  removed  to  Amherst,  Mass.,  for  the 
purpose  of  availing  himself  of  the  facilities  there 
furnished  in  the  education  of  his  family. 

During  the  first  year  of  his  residence  there  he  took 
charge  of  the  church  in  Bclchertowu,  but,  being 
unable  on  account  of  the  distance  to  perform  the 
duties  to  his  own  satisfaction,  he  resigned  it. 

The  illness  of  which  he  died,  which  was  erysipelas 
ill  the  head,  lasted  but  six  days.  He  died  at  Am- 
herst, on  the  8th  of  December,  1853,  in  the  eighty- 
second  year  of  his  age. 

For  what  has  been  presented  concerning  the  Rev. 
Zenas  Lockwood  Leonard  and  Rev.  Stephen  Smith 
Nelson  we  are  indebted  to  that  valuable  work  entitled 
■'  Annals  of  the  American  Pulpit." 

George  Leonard  was  a  son  of  Eliakim  Leonard 
and  wile,  Mary  Williams,  and  boru  at  Raynham, 
Mass.,  Aug.  17,  18l)2.  In  the  autumn  of  1819  tlie 
subject  of  this  sketch  commenced  study  with  a  view 
to  prepare  for  college,  pursuing  the  same  under  the 
direction  of  Uev.  Silas  Hall. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1820  he  made  a  pro- 
fession of  religion,  and  was  admitted  to  membership 
in  the  First  Calvinistic  Baptist  Church  of  Middle- 
boro',  and  entering  Brown  University  the  same  year, 
he  there  graduated  in  1824.  He  was  in  Augu.-^t, 
182('),  ordained  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church 
in  Salem,  continuing  iu  that  field  of  labor  about  two 


years  and  a  half.  While  at  Salem,  Mr.  Leonard  filled 
the  office  of  secretary  of  the  Salem  Bible  Translation 
and  Foreign  Mission  Societj'.  Rov.  George  Leonard 
was  on  the  12th  of  July,  1827,  united  in  marriage 
with  Abigail  C.  Nelson,  a  daughter  uf  Rev,  Kbeiiczer 
Nelson.  Rev.  George  Leonard  died  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  Aug.  11,  1831. 

The  successive  pastors  of  the  First  Calvinistic 
Baptist  Church  iu  Middleboro'  since  the  ducease  of 
Rev.  Isaac  Backus  have  been  as  follows  :  VjZv.i  Ken- 
dall, Samuel  Abbot,  Jeremiah  Kelly,  A.-^a  Nilcs,  Silas 
Hall,  James  Andeni,  Lorenzo  Tandy,  Samuel  Kich- 
ardson,  Alexander  McLean,  and  Joseph  Hutchiiisun, 
the  last-named  of  whom  died  deeply  lamented,  after  a 
ministry  to  this  people  of  ten  years. 

The  Second  Baptist  Church. — The  records  of 
this  church  are  said  to  have  been  lost.  Tradition  has 
preserved  a  few  facts,  but  for  its  early  history  we  are 
mainly  indebted  to  the  pen  of  Rev.  Isaac  Backus, 
who  thereby  informed  that  the  rise  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Cliurch  in  Middleboro'  was  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Thomas  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  the  town 
June  6,  167G,  just  before  Philip's  war  broke  out,  re- 
moved into  that  part  of  it  called  Assawonisctt  Neck 
iu  1717,  about  which  time  he  joined  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Swansea,  as  his  wife  also  did,  Aug.  5, 
1723.  In  1753  he  and  his  sons,  with  a  few  more, 
set  up  a  meeting  at  lii.s  house,  and  obtained  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Hinds  to  preach  to  them. 

"  Four  miles  southwestward  from  thence  Mr.  James 
Mead  was  ordained  pastor  of  a  Separate  Church  in 
1751;  but  he  died  in  1756,  after  which  the  body  of 
his  church  became  Baptists,  and  Mr.  Ilind.s'  hearers 
joined  with  them  and  ordained  him  their  paator  Jan. 
2G,  1758. 

"  Mr.  Nelson  died  before  this  church  was  formed, 
in  his  eightieth  year;  but  his  wife,  Mrs.  Hope  Nel- 
son, lived  to  be  a  member  of  it  and  coinniuncd  with 
them  at  the  Lord's  table  after  she  was  a  hundred 
years  old. 

"  She  died  Dec.  7,  1782,"  aged  one  hundred  and 
five  years,  six  months,  and  twenty  days. 

Mr.  Backus  further  informed  that  Thomas  Nelson, 
who  had  been  a  member  of  the  worshiping  congre- 
gation under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Thomas  Palmer, 
discovered  in  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  latter 
such  evils  as  caused  him  to  examine  the  Scriptures 
concerning  the  principles  of  the  Congregational  de- 
nomination, and  failing  to  find  in  God's  written  word 
what  he  deemed  to  be  a  proper  authority  for  infant 
baptism,  Mr.  Nelson  became  a  Baptist,  and  went  and 
joined  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Swansea,  from 
which,  many  years  after,  he   transferred  his   member- 


HISTORY    OF    MIDDLEBORO'. 


9ST 


bhip  to  the  First  Baptist  Ciiurch  in  Rehuboth.  The 
history  of  tiiis  Second  Baptist  Churcii  of  Middkboro' 
furiii.ihes  much  valuable  infurmatioo  ;  but  as  the 
entire  turritory  where  its  members  resided  (or  at  least 
nearly  all  of  tliem)  was  more  than  thirty  years  since 
set  oH  from  Middleboro',  and  became  the  township  of 
Lukeville,  it  may,  with  a  considerable  claim  of  pro- 
priety, be  sliown  that  the  history  of  that  church 
ou^ht  to  be  presented  in  connection  with  what  herein 
appears  pertaining  to  Lakeville  instead  of  Middleboro'. 

The  Third  Baptist  Church. — This  church  was 
formed  Aug.  4,  17G1,  and  at  first  consisted  of  ten 
persons,  six  of  whom  had  been  members  of  the  Fii-st 
Baptist  Church  of  Middleboro',  and  one  of  the 
Second  Baptist  Church,  and  the  otlier  three  had  not 
probably  before  been  members  of  any  church. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Jones  preached  to  this  religious 
body  for  a  time,  and  on  the  28th  of  October,  17G1, 
was  ordained  as  pa&tor.  Mr.  Backus  said  "  a  revival 
of  religion  came  on  among  them  the  next  spring, 
which  prevailed  through  the  year  and  spread  into 
many  other  societies  ;  the  good  fruits  whereof  were 
long  visible. 

"  Yet  some  evil  behavior  in  Mr.  Jones'  wife, 
which  drew  him  into  a  snare,  caused  a  great  division 
in  the  church  and  society  in  1763,  which  terminated 
in  his  removal  from  them,  and  lie  traveled  and 
preached  ia  various  parts  of  our  land  until  he  died 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  in  September,  1791." 

The  chief  offense  of  Mrs.  Jones  appears  to  have 
been  the  spreading  of  evil  reports  against  the  deacon 
of  the  church.  These  coming  to  light  involved  the 
whole  church  in  dissension.  Some  have  charged  a 
part  of  the  blame  to  other  parties  than  Mrs.  Jones 
and  her  husband. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  in  a  letter  still  preserved, 
said,  Concerning  this  unhappy  affair,  "  Gospel  rule 
was  greatly  disregarded  on  both  sides  ;"  and  the  same 
authority,  writing  to  a  son  of  Mr.  Jones,  said,  "  Your 
father  often  confes.sed  his  faults.  His  wife  also  ap- 
peared to  repent  of  her  faults,  and  I  had  hope  in 
her  death.  I  preached  at  her  funeral  August  13th, 
17G0." 

The  next  pastor  of  this  Third  Baptist  Church  in 
Middleboro'  was  Rev.  Asa  Hunt,  whose  biography 
has  already  herein  been  presented  in  connection  with 
the  history  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  this  town. 
He  was  born  at  Braintree  in  July,  1744,  ordained 
pastor  of  tliis  church  Oct.  30,  1771.  A  revival  of 
religion  commenced  here  in  March,  178U,  that  con- 
tinued until  September  of  that  year,  thus  causing  an 
addition  to  the  church  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
members.      Mr.   Hunt's  labors  were  also  blessed  in 


preaching  at  Marshfield,  for,  in  a  letter  dated  March 
5,  1781,  he  wrote,  "  At  Marshfield,  last  week,  I 
preached  five  sermons  and  baptized  six  persons.  The 
work  increases.  I  left  a  number  under  powerful  con- 
victions. The  handful  of  brethren  arc  joyful  and 
lively,  and  much  encouraged.  There  is  considerable 
opposition,  but  some  persons  of  note  are  brought  to 
favor  the  work." 

Eleven  of  the  constituent  members  of  the  Marsh- 
field Church  went  from  the  Third  Baptist  Church  in 
Middleboro'. 

The  pastoral  relation  between  Rev.  Asa  Hunt  and 
this  Third  Baptist  Church  was  terminated  and  dis- 
solved in  December,  1789. 

Concerning  the  remarkable  work  of  grace  that  was 
felt  in  Middleboro'  under  the  preaching  of  Rev.  Asa 
Hunt,  the  report  that  this  Third  Baptist  Church 
made  to  the  Warren  Association  in  September,  1780, 
bears  the  following  testimony  : 

"  In  our  letters  for  several  yeara  past  we  had  to  hiiuent  tlie 
sad  decay  of  religion  araonj^  us,  and  the  abounding  of  Iniquity, 
wliich  in  Ibu  lost  year  increased  to  ttle  greatest  degi-ee  ever 
known  in  this  place. 

*'  Men  were  bold  in  wicked  ways,  and  all  tbo  endeavors  of  a 
few  faithful  ones  aujong  us  could  not  prevent  it. 

"But,  blessed  bo  God,  things  have  taken  auullicr  turn  this 
year,  for  when  sin,  the  great  enemy  of  mankind,  was  coming  ia 
like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hu^  lifted  up  a  standard 
against  him. 

"About  the  middle  of  March,  on  a  Lord's  day,  in  the  after- 
noon, there  appeared  a  very  visible  alteration  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  assembly  ;  they  were  all  attention  to  the  Word,  and  con- 
cern was  difcovered  in  their  countenances,  which  increased,  so 
that  by  the  beginning  of  April  several  scores  of  persons  appeared 
under  deep  concern  about  their  souls  and  eternal  salvation. 

"  And  since  the  work  began  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  about 
one  hundred  souls  have  been  turned  from  darkness  to  light,  and 
eighty-three  have  been  baptized. 

'*  If  is  very  remarkable  in  our  view  to  gee  so  many  suddenly 
turned  from  durknesa  to  light,  and  have  such  a  clear  under- 
standing of  the  natureof  religion,  and  so  ready  to  practice  what 
they  know. 

*'  We  have  been  remarkably  free  from  disorders,  by  means  of 
which  those  who  appeared  to  oppose  this  work  (who  are  cbielly 
of  another  denomination),  and  were  wailing  to  see  how  things 
turned  out,  have  seen  such  things  as  have  greatly  stilled  ami 
convinced  them. 

"Thus  has  it  pleaaed  our  gracious  God  to  visit  a  most  un- 
worthy people,  and  after  a  dark  night  of  sorrow  and  mourning 
to  make  us  glad  with  bia  salvation." 

Under  date  of  May  31,  1780,  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,  in 
a  letter  addressed  to  Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  the  historian 
of  the  Baptists,  said, — 

"  God  is  doing  wonders  amongst  us.  We  have  baptized  eleven, 
and  there  are  not  far  from  thirty  more  hopefully  brought  into 
liberty.  The  work  had  increased  from  the  beginning;  this  week 
has  brought  forth  more  than  any  time  before,  and  yesterday 
was  such  a  time  as  I  never  saw."  lie  doubtless  meant  to  have 
said  such  as  he  never  before  saw,  and  under  the  :rame  dale  hu 
continued, — 
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'*  Alter  the  worship  \wa.3  over  at  the  meuting-houae  a  body  of 
thu  (rcople  repaired  to  luy  house,  and  we  begun  to  sing  and  pray. 
Tlie  divine  power  was  liko  Pentecost,  and  by  sunset  aix  jjersons 
obtaitied  liberty,  and  such  rcjoicin;^  ol'  saints  and  cries  of  sin- 
ners I  never  heard." 

Under  date  of  July   12,    1780,   Kev.   Mr.    Hunt 

wrote, — 

"  AVe  thou^^ht  about  ten  or  twelve  days  ago  that  the  work  was 
abated,  but  jinco  that  it  has  revived.  Numbers  are  newly  struck 
under  conviction,  and  seem  ;is  jiowerfully  impressed  as  any  we 
have  seen;  and  some  bruuj^ht  out,  and  others  who  have  received 
comfort  understandingly  led  into  baptism,  and  have  clieerfully 
gone  forward  in  that  ordinance.  T!ie  number  is  as  follows,  viz. ; 
li.iptized  on  iMay  12th,  live;  13th,  two;  14tb,  one;  23d,  three; 
Juue  nth,  seventeen  ;  27tb,  six  ;  July  5th,  eleven  ;  1-lth,  nine; 
total,  lifty-four.  This  number  have  been  hopefully  converteil 
since  the  middle  of  March,  except  four  or  live,  lu  the  num. 
her  arc  four  boys  about  twelve  years  old,  three  of  whom  were 
awakened  on  the  fast  day,  when  you  (.Mr.  Backus)  were  with  us. 
I  suppose  that  the  whole  that  have  been  brougbt  in  are  just 
about  seventy,  in  our  society  only." 

Oct.  14,  1780,  Rev.  Asa  Hum  wrote,— 

*'\Vhcn  r  returned  from  the  Association  I  found  about  half  a 
dozen  young  converts  l)rought  out  clear  while  I  was  gone.  Six 
Were  baptized  last  week,  and  last  Lord's  day  anothei-,  a  young 
man,  who  had  been  very  carelesa,  appeared  to  give  as  clear,  con- 
vincing declaration  of  a  work  of  grace  in  bis  soul  as  any  one 
out  oi  ninety  which  wo  have  beard  among  us  since  the  work 
began. 

**  \Vhen  I  think  of  these  things,  together  with  the  favor  of 
God  to  my  own  soul,  I  sometiiues  conclude  myself  the  hap]>iest 
man  in  the  world.  0  fur  humility  and  gratitude!  1  have 
preached  three  sermons  lately  at  Uoehestor,  and  our  gracious 
Lord  was  with  me.  Sumo  were  pricked  in  the  heart.  I  believe 
the  Lord  has  begun  there.  The  woik  goes  on  gloriously  at  the 
Vineyard." 

Rev.  Samuel  Nel.-ion  was  the  third  who  filled  the 
place  (jf  pastor  in  the  Third  Calvini.-^tic  Baptist  Church 
of  .MiJdIcboro'.  For  his  biography  and  an  account 
of  hi.s  labors  here,  toicether  with  the  very  satisfactory 
results,  see  sketch  in  the  history  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  this  town. 

The  pastors  of  this  Third  Baptist  Church  since  the 
days  of  Rev.  SatuucI  Nelson  have  been  Isaac  Kim- 
ball, William  Hubbard,  E.  C.  Messinger,  I.  W.  llorton, 
Philemon  11.  Russoil,  Isaac  J.  Burgess,  Mr.  Sweet, 
and  William  Weeks,  the  la.st-named  of  whom  coti- 
cluded  his  engagement  with  this  people  a  short  time 
since,  and  the  pulpit  at  this  lime  is  not  regularly  sup- 
plied. This  churc^l  and  society  have  a  neat  and  com- 
modious cliupel,  that  was  erected  but  a  few  years  since 
upon  the  same  lot  where  stood  that  church  cditice, 
without  a  steeple,  where  the  Rev.  Samuel  Nelson  and 
several  of  his  successors  in  the  ministry  preached. 
There  may  have  been  and  probably  were  several  short 
pastorates  of  persons  whose  names  are  not  given  in 
the  foregoing  list  of  pastors  of  this  Third  Calviuistie 
Baptist  Church,  whose  stay   was  so  brief  as  hardly 


to  deserve  mentioning.  Most  of  those  named  filled 
the  pulpit  each  for  several  years. 

The  Fourth  Calvinistic  Baptist  Church. — This 
appears  to  have  been  an  offshoot  from  the  Second 
Baptist  Church,  and  for  a  time  was  designated  and 
known  as  United  Brethren.  It  came,  however,  tu  be 
regarded,  as  in  fact  it  really  was,  the  Fourth  Calvin- 
istic Baptist  Churcli  in  Middleboro'. 

Their  place  of  public  worship  was  in  that  part  of 
the  town  set  ofi"  in  1853  and  incoipoi;ited  aa  a  uuw 
and  distinct  town,  and  called  Lakeville.  The  church 
was  formed  Aug.  19,  1800.  Their  meeting-house 
was  erected  in  or  about  1796,  and  was  a  very  fine 
building  for  its  time.  A  branch  of  this  church  ap- 
pears to  have  existed  in  Raynham.  As  the  church 
edifice  was  located  in  what  is  now  Lakeville,  and 
many,  and  indeed  the  most,  of  the  members  resided 
there,  its  more  minute  and  particular  history  ha.s 
been  made  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  ecclesiastical 
history  of  Lakeville,  and  this  is  a.ssigncd  a.>  the  rea- 
son why  this  church  in  its  history  is  disposed  of  so 
briefly  here.  Those  readers  desiring  to  see  a  more 
prolonged  and  much  fuller  account  arc  respectfully 
referred  to  the  history  of  Lakeville. 

The  Central  Baptist  Church. — This  ehuieh  was 
organized  Aug.  13,  1828,  and  at  first  collsi:^ted  of 
the  following-named  members:  Levi  Peirce,  lOlisha 
Tucker,  Molly  Leonard,  Prudence  Holmes,  Aiuia 
Hinds,  Sally  Peirce,  Sally  B.  Tucker,  Thanklul  Mil- 
ler, Patience  Barden,  Priscilla  Tinkhaiu,  Rev.  Nich- 
olas Rledbury,  Jacob  Williams,  George  C.  Leonard, 
Eunice  Eaton,  and  Hannah  Jackscpii  (2d).  Levi 
Peirce  and  Jacob  Williams  were  chosen  deacons. 
Rev.  Nicholas  Medbury,  of  Seaconk,  was  settled  tus 
pastor,  at  a  salary  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars  per  year. 

In  1829  the  following-named  persons  were  added 
to  this  church:  Eliza  Eaton,  Susan  Lazell,  Su.san  C. 
Wilde,  William  Jenney,  Nelson  Lincoln,  Lorenzo 
Howard,  Virtue  Southworth,  Eliza  W.  Crowell,  Abi- 
gail   Record,   Eliza   A.  Drake,  Lucy   Lazell,  Priscilla 

A.  Tiiikham,  Hannah  Jackson  (1st),  Deborah  Shaw, 
Susan  Thomas,  Hope  Thomas,  Lucilla  Peirce,  Joseph 
Macouiber,  John  N.  Peirce,  Kev.  Zabdiel  Bradford, 
George  Shaw  (2d),  Mary  Bradford,  Adiiah  Williams, 
Charlotte  Peirce,  Lydia  Shaw,  Mary  Medbury,  Bena- 
jah  Peirce,  Jason  Wilbur,  Jane  \Vilbur,  Elizabeth  T. 
Leonard,  Hannah  D.  Crosman,  Isaac  Stevens,  Eunice 

B.  Stevens,  Granville  T.  Sproat,  Abuer  Waterman. 
Mary  Atwood,  Zephaniah  Barton,  Leonard  Tobey, 
and  Samuel  Cole. 

In  1830  were  added  Lois  Williams,  Lydia  Brigdon, 
and  Isaiah  Thomas,  Jr. 
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AJdeJ  in  1831,  Shadrach  S.  Bradford,  James 
Jackson,  George  Vaughn,  Tyler  Williams,  Julia 
Hurloii,  Mary  Fish,  Orlaudo  J.  Thompson,  Nathan 
Eaton,  Abby  Shaw,  Henry  Shaw,  Freeman  Shaw, 
Abigail  Shaw,  Hannah  Caswell,  Mary  Lyman,  John 
W.  King,  Mary  Fuller,  Zachariah  Pond,  James 
Murdock,  Priscilla  Morse,  Hannah  Vaughan,  Lucy 
Farwell,  Thomas  Wilder  (;2d),  Charles  Pratt,  Fidelia 
Leightuu,  Lois  Leonard,  Boadieea  Peiree,  Joseph 
Wri^luinij;ti)ii,  Jr.,  Lucy  Wrightington,  Prudence 
Thomas,  Louisa  Thomas,  Abiah  Morse,  Marietta 
Dig;jals,  ICbenezer  Bent,  Levi  Wood,  Jr.,  Lydia 
Leonard,  Rebecca  Eaton,  Patience  Bennett,  Luther 
Bent,  Sarah  W.  Vaughan,  Levi  E.  Lincoln,  Mrs. 
Calvin  Bradford,  Betsey  Thomas,  Thomas  Fish,  Ed- 
mund F.  Pope,  Lovice  Andrews,  Suaun  Gammons, 
Louisa  Gammons,  Hannah  Filtz,  Hannah  Rider, 
Henry  Peiree,  Aneel  Wood,  Jr.,  Polly  Wood,  Eliza- 
beth Thomas,  Hannah  Barrows,  Mary  Macomber. 

In  June,  1832,  Rev.  Nicholas  Medbcry  was  at  his 
own  request  dismissed  from  the  duties  of  a  pastor  of 
this  church,  and  in  September  of  the  same  year  he 
was  succeeded  in  the  ministerial  office  by  Rev.  Iler- 
vcy  Fittz,  of  Hallowell,  Me.,  and  he  and  Angeline  A. 
Fittz  were  the  only  additions  to  the  church  durinj; 
that  year. 

The  additions  in  membership  in  1833  were  Daniel 
Makepeace,  Stephen  Tobey,  Amasa  T.  Thompson, 
Betsey  Thompson,  Elizabeth  Webster,  Nancy  B. 
Bond,  Martha  S.  Smith,  Mary  Ann  Tobey,  Sarah  P. 
(Tucker)  Jenks,  Rev.  Henry  C.  Coombs,  Mary  Or- 
cutt,  and  Ancel  Wood  (3d). 

In  1834,  James  Prideaux,  Stephen  Whiting,  Wil 
liain  Gwynneth,  Sophia  Vinto,  William  S.  Peiree, 
Myriek  Haskins,  Prudence  K.  Peiree,  Susan  Dun- 
ham, Priscilla  Lincoln,  Abigail  Caswell,  Lucy  Swift, 
Emeline  Leonard,  Betsey  Ann  Mason,  Harriet  Taylor, 
Lucy  Churchill,  Sarah  Prideaux,  James  A.  Leonard, 
Lucy  T.  Leonard,  Augusta  Clark,  Lorain  Williams, 
Sarah  Hathaway,  Elizabeth  Stedley,  Joanna  Wood, 
Nancy  Hammond,  Eienor  Stetson,  Jacob  Williaius, 
Jr.,  Elizabeth  K.  Thacher  (3d),  Orin  Leach,  Admiral 
Leach,  Joseph  T.  Wood,  Susan  Thompson,  Rev. 
Avery  Briggs,  Mrs.  Avery  Briggs. 

Added  to  the  church  in  1835,  Patty  Thomas  and 
Jabez  Smith. 

ISill),  June  1.  Rev.  Hervey  Fittz  closed  his  labors 
here,  and  there  was  uo  settled  minister  during  the 
remainder  of  that  year,  and  yet  the  following  were 
added  :  Albert  T.  Mason,  Arlina  Mason,  Fiederick 
Leonard,  Jr.,  George  Barney,  Sally  Cole,  Nancy 
Vaughan,  Hercules  Richmond,  Slary  Richmond,  Jon- 
athan Barney,  and  Margaret  Barney. 


1837.  Jan.  3.  Rev.  Ebenezer  Nelson,  of  West 
Cambridge,  was  settled  aa  pastor,  with  a  salary  of 
seven  hundred  dollars  per  year.  The  names  of  those 
added  to  this  church  in  1837  were  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Nelson,  Rebecca  Nelson,  Mary  Wheeler,  Asaualh 
Williams,  and  Seth  S.  Lincoln. 

1838.  Charles  White,  Rev.  Isaac  Alger,  Hannah 
L.  Briggs,  Rebecca  Richmond,  Emily  Dean,  Eliza- 
beth Rider,  Eunice  Cole,  Abby  Ann  Lincoln,  Jane 
Grew,  Mary  A.  Fitzgerald,  Lucia  Martin,  Mrs.  Milton 
Alden,  Sarah  Leonard,  Thomas  Brigdon,  Elizabeth 
Wright,  Leonard  Tobey  (2d_),  Ann  Gisby,  Juliet 
Tribou,  Job  Macomber,  Angeline  Tinkham,  Julia  A. 
Thayer,  Hannah  Cole,  Harriet  Cushiug,  Susan  T. 
Wilder,  and  George  Lothrop. 

1839.  Eliza  S.  Hathaway,  Rev.  William  Hubbard, 
Mary  Hubbard,  Mary  A.  Davidson,  JIartha  Pottle, 
and  Enos  Eaton. 

1840.  Abigail  Thomas,  Hepzabah  Bloss,  Hannah 
W.  Eaton,  Mary  W.  Stockwell,  Julia  A.  Stetson, 
Sarah  Newton,  Harriet  Holloway,  and  Elbridge  Cole. 

1841.  Elizabeth  Brigdon,  Rev.  0.  W.  Biiggs, 
William  K.  Evans,  Mary  Briggs,  Mrs.  Ziba  Eaton, 
Mary  Eaton,  Charles  T.  Thacher,  William  Tinkham, 
Job  Leonard,  Nathan  Morton,  T.  F.  Leonard,  Eliza 
W.  Carr,  Judith  Peiree,  Nabby  Peiree,  Lois  Barrows, 
Ruth  A.  Leach,  Mrs.  Andrew  Eaton,  Sophia  Thacher, 
Harriet  P.  Tinkham,  Elizabeth  Baker,  and  Olive 
Leonard. 

1842.  Amanda  Newhall,  John  T.  Clark,  Levi  P. 
Thacher,  Nancy  Harlow,  Lucy  A.  Waite,  Ann  M. 
Biiggs,  Mrs.  George  Barney,  Reuben  Simmons,  John 
C.  Barden,  Andrew  Cole,  Alanson  H.  Tinkham,  Levi 
Tinkham  (2d),  Isaac  G.  Grew,  Lemuel  G.  Peiree, 
George  Waterman,  Charles  W.  Tribou,  Harrison 
Haskins,  Josiah  Gammons,  James  Harlow,  Mrs. 
Catharine  Barden,  Sarah  C.  Churchill,  Pliebe  Peter- 
son, Florilla  Haskins,  Sarah  B.  Gibbs,  Mary  E.  Cush- 
man,  Mrs.  L.  G.  Peiree,  John  W.  P.  Jenks,  Ira 
Thomas,  Ebenezer  Briggs,  Jr.,  Andrew  Gardner, 
Mrs.  Andrew  Gardner,  Isaac  W.  Record,  Julia  A. 
Atwood,  Polly  Macomber,  Louisa  Eaton,  Lucy 
Wateman. 

1844.  Rev.  John  Allen  and  Sarah  Allen. 

1845.  William  R.  Wells  and  DrusiUa  Wells. 

1846.  Huldah  L.  Peiree,  Lavina  Harlow,  Abby 
Goodhue,  Ebenezer  N.  Chamberlain. 

1847.  Mrs.  Fear  Thompson. 

1848.  Aroliue  Briggs,  Emily  Dixon. 

1850.  Abby  M.  Bush,  Rosclla  Lucas,  Allen 
Thacher,  Edwin  H.  Fittz,  Adam  B.  Bobbins,  Eben 
L.  Nelson,  Angeline  Gardner,  Mary  A.  Hathaway, 
Mary   P.   Collins,    Mary   P.   Bunting,    Elizabeth   A. 
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PieiiiiiigloD,  Juliu  R.  F.  iliUor,  Simeon  Hathaway, 
Mary  A.  Thaulier,  Freeman  Pope,  Mrs.  Freeman 
Pope,  Mrs.  W.  il.  Tobey,  Jamcn  B.  Lovell,  Lueian 
Wilbur,  Joanna  Cburebill,  Mrs.  K.  Medaris,  Mary  K. 
Haskiiis,  Sarah  White,  J.  B.  Butler,  Mr.s.  E.  F. 
Pope,  E.  W.  Drake,  Elizabeth  M.  Drake,  Aurelia 
Rubbius,  Martha  Cole,  George  Ward,  aud  Caroline 
Ward. 

IS.jl.  In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Nelson  coneluded  his  labors  as  pastor  of  this  chureh, 
aud  on  the  "JSth  of  March  was  sueeeeded  by  Rev. 
Jonathan  Aldrich,  of  Framingham,  who  was  engaged 
to  preaeh  lor  the  Salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
year.  Additions  to  the  ehureh  in  1851,  Rev.  Jona- 
than Aldrieh,  Catharine  P.  Aldrich,  Anna  L.  Aldrieh, 
Phebe  Blake,  Eliza  A.  Wilbur,  Eleanor  Bardeu,  and 
Betsey  Dunham. 

1S52.  Rev.  H.  C.  Coombs,  Ruth  P.  Coombs,  and 
Ruth  Burt. 

1853.  Albert  Mason,  John  A.  Simons,  Abbie  D. 
Dauforth,  Emily  Damon,  Darius  G.  Alden,  Nancy 
Hamblin,  Harriet  Tiukliam,  Henrietta  Mason,  George 
B.  Mason,  Gardner  S.  Cutting,  Harriet  Orcutt,  Han- 
nah Waohburn,  Nicholas  Jenks,  Betsey  P.  Jenks, 
Harriet  N.  Morse,  and  Sabrina  Hathaway. 

1854.  April  15.  Rev.  Mr.  Aldrich  was  succeeded 
in  the  ministry  here  by  Rev.  John  B.  Burke,  from 
Shelburne  Falls. 

Additions  to  tlie  ehureh  this  year:  Rev.  John  B. 
Burke,  Jason  Wilbur,  Augustus  E.  Vaughau,  Saiali 
B.  Robinson,  Rev.  S.  W.  Marston,  Rev.  J.  M.  Mace, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Mace,  Rev.  O.  P.  Fuller,  Rev.  J.  R.  God- 
dard,  J.  Williams,  John  Wad.^worth,  Elizabeth  M. 
Keen,  Rispah  Savory,  and  Mrs.  S.  W.  Marston. 

1855.  In  November,  Rev.  John  F.  Bigelow,  from 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  was  employed  to  preach  at  a  salary  of 
one  thousand  dollars  per  year. 

Additions  of  members  in  1855:  George  Cushnian, 
Mrs.  George  Cushman,  Louisa  Cushmau  (3d),  An- 
geline  A.  Fittz,  Harriet  A.  Fittz,  Samuel  C.  Howes, 
aud  Mrs.  S.  C.  Howes. 

185G.  Rev.  John  P.  Bigelow,  Mrs.  S.  L.  Bigelow, 
Mr.s.  Calvin  Southworth,  John  Briggs,  Ephraim 
Hunt,  Frank  Adkins,  C.  C.  Burnett,  Mi-s.  C.  C.Bur- 
nett, Rev.  P.  L.  Gushing,  Mrs.  P.  L.  Gushing,  George 
Sheridan,  Harlow  P.  Goddard,  Rev.  Lonzo  L.  Fittz, 
Henry  C.  Haskell,  Sophia  F.  Howes,  Emma  F.  Sher- 
man, Addie  A.  Keith,  L.  Fearing  Thacher,  Susan  W. 
Thacher,  John  Thacher,  Lewis  Thacher,  and  Mercy 
Peirce. 

1857.  C.  W.  Leach,  D.  W.  Leach,  Ira  M.  Thomas, 

Mr.  Conner,  Eliphalct  Thomas,  Mrs.  Eliphalet 

Thomas,  Sarah   B.  Wise,  Mrs.  Jason    Wilbur,  Sarah 


Bunker,  Mrs.  Job  Braley,  Eliza  W.  Curtis,  Eliza 
Clark,  Hannah  F.  Hawkins,  Charlotte  M  Keiiii,  Jo- 
seph W.  McKeen,  Juliana  Hawes,  Mary  J.  Mellen, 
Caroline  Darling,  Lizzie  Sweet,  M.  A.  J.  Atwood,  and 
Sarah  J.  Dean. 

1858.  John  M.  Manning,  L.  C.  Manning,  Lorenzu 
Tinkham,  Nahum  D.  Wilbur,  Mrs.  N.  D.  Wilbur, 
George  H.  Everett,  Mrs.  G.  11.  Everett,  Linus  Dar- 
ling, R.  B.  Burns,  Rufus  A.  Gorhani,  Julia  J.  Holmes, 
Nancy  M.  Coombs,  Kate  S.  Holmes.  II.  Othalia  Bcebe, 
John  Willis,  Mrs.  Ira  Thomas,  Hannah  Howes,  I=.iac 
Thompson,  S.  H.  Sylvester,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Sylvester, 
Charlotte  Sisson.  Lydia  B.  Gushing,  Ellen  M.  Loriiig, 
F.  B.  S.  Hillmao,  Amos  Sherman,  Jr.,  Henry  F. 
Tiiacher,  Elbridge  Cushman,  Rev.  Silas  Hall,  and 
Rebecca  W.  Hall. 

1850,  January  28.  Rev.  John  F.  Bigelow  resigned 
his  position  of  pastor,  and  the  place  was  not  filled 
until  August,  1851),  when  Rev.  Alexander  M.  Averill, 
of  North  Cambridge,  was  settled,  with  a  .salary  of  one 
thousand  dollars  per  year. 

Additions  to  the  church  in  1859,  S.  H.  Richard- 
son, Jane  Wilbur,  Rev.  A.  M.  Averill,  Rebecc.i  F. 
Averill,  and  A.  M.  Averill,  Jr. 

18CU.  Rev.  John  D.  Sweet,  David  W.  Gurnsey, 
Aluia  Darling,  Rev.  John  S.  McKeen,  Rev.  Charles 
L.  Thompson,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Thompson,  James  B.  Ham- 
lin, Horace  Choate,  Mary  M.  Lovell,  and  Daniel  .S. 
Ellis. 

18G1.  Otis  Leach,  Mrs.  Otis  Leach,  Alexis  C.  Dean, 
Asa  Wright,  John  A.  Hazard,  Jr.,  B.  May  Ellis, 
George  B.  Fittz,  and  Mary  C.  Pratt. 

1862.  George  E.  Simmons,  J.  Arthur  Filch,  Susan 
D.  Richmond,  Mary  W.  Finney,  (.'lara  W.  Perkins, 
and  Sallie  Leonard. 

18tJ3.  In  the  month  of  May  in  this  year.  Rev.  Levi 
A.  Abbot,  from  Weymouth,  was  settled  as  pastor, 
with  a  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars  jier  year,  aud 
this  was  afterwards  increased  to  nine  hundred. 

The  additions  in  1803  were  Rev.  Levi  A.  Abbot, 
Mary  A.  Abbot,  Elisha  T.  Jenks,  William  H.  Smith, 
Julia  Cole,  Sarah  J.  Keith,  Sabrina  Ward,  Samuel  P. 
Keith,  and  Almeda  Keith. 

1864.  The  additions  were  Mercy  Dunlap,  Ephraim 
Hunt,  Samuel  P.  Hiue,  Francis  Sharp,  Mary  Sharp, 
Lois  Leonard,  Arnold  Leach,  Rev.  George  Carjieiiter, 
and  Lydia  B.  Sanford. 

1865.  Clarissa  Hayward,  Charles  J.  Morse,  Laviua 
!  N.  Morse,  Eliza  A.  Clark,  D.  Anna  Pawn,  Mary  A. 
1  Gay,  Fanny  M.  Drew,  Caroline  Ryerson,  Mary  B. 
1  Richmond,  Mary  T.  Macomber,  Stephen  B.  Gibbs, 
!  and  Elizabeth  M.  McKeen. 

'       1866.   Betsey  Kelsey,  Mathew   H.  Gushing,  Polly 
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S.  Gushing,  Judith  J.  Gibbs,  Mrs.  S.  L.  Carpenter, 
Mis.  Epliraiui  Hunt,  Amelia  Randall,  Calvin  B.  Ward, 
Izauora  Ward,  Mehitablc  R.  Thomas,  Alice  J.  Warren, 
Ivanetta  W(  od,  Charlotte  M.  Bosworth,  Francis  R. 
Eaton.  Susan  A.  Eaton,  Eunice  B.  Swift,  Abbie  L. 
Jenks,  Addie  S.  BurrcU,  Edward  S.  Hathaway,  Ma- 
tilda J.  Bump,  W.  I.  Jenks,  Hannah  Warren. 

1S()7.  C>Tus  A.  Cole,  Lucinda  Phillips,  Aroline  B. 
Penniuian,  Mary  M.  Thomas,  Lucy  M.  Phinney, 
Geor^iana  E.  Leach,  S.  Josephine  HoUoway,  Charles 
S.  Bradford,  Homy  White,  Charles  H.  White,  Lean- 
der  Tiukham,  and  Mrs.  Josiah  B.  Bump. 

ISU'J.  Li  March  of  this  year.  Rev.  George  G. 
Fairbanks,  from  South  Dedham,  was  engaged  as  pas- 
tor at  a  salary  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  year. 
That  was  afterwards  increased  to  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  additions  to  the  church  that  year  were 
Rev.  George  G.  Fairbanks,  Caroline  M.  Fairbanks, 
Charles  E.  Jeuney,  George  E.  Parker,  Caroline  B. 
Chandler,  Susan  H.  Caswell,  Maria  W.  Brown,  Rev. 
William  L.  Brown,  Elvira  F.  Jenney,  Dorcas  Brown, 
Mary  B.  Keith,  Ruth  B.  Thomas,  Arthur  B.  Alden, 
Rebecca  L.  Leach.  Susan  5L  Waterman,  and  Albert 
Aldeu. 

1870.  Emily  W.  Dean,  Ebenezer  Jones,  Abiah 
Jones,  E.  Frances  Wadhams,  Flora  A.  Tinkham, 
Delia  L.  Tinkham,  Henry  M.  Barney,  Charles  Barney, 
Abby  M.  Edwards,  Harriet  J.  Mor.se,  and  M.  Adelaide 
Jenks. 

1871.  Arlina  Mason,  Mary  E.  Haskins,  Sarah  C. 
Thomas,  John  A.  Sanfiird,  Homer  R.  Caswell,  Daniel 
D.  Sargent,  Clarence  L.  Hathaway,  Ernest  B.  Pratt, 
Mary  E.  Sweet,  Betsey  F.  Jones,  Alice  F.  Holmes, 
Caroline  L.  Sparrow,  Caroline  M.  Winslow,  Caroline 
M.  Darling,  Hattie  A.  Darling,  Benjamin  R.  Glid- 
deu,  Hartley  A.  Sparrow,  Caroline  J.  Sparrow,  Julia 
A.  Coombs,  Annie  L.  Robinson,  Stella  R.  Hanscom, 
Hattie  P.  Gushing,  Josiah  H.  Vaughan,  Elizabeth 
M.  Vaughan,  Isaac  Winslow,  and  Eliza  W.  Curtis. 

1872.  Willard  T.  Leonard,  Mrs.  Willard  T. 
Leonard. 

1873.  Mi-s.  Anna  Dunlap,  Elizabeth  White,  and 
Eveline  Ober. 

1874.  George  W.  Shermao,  Mrs.  George  W.  Sher- 
man, Mrs.  Betsey  M.  Vaughan,  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Cham- 
berlain, Charles  Pease,  George  R.  Snow,  William 
Barney,  Martha  A.  Braley,  Mary  M.  Glidden,  and 
Ellen  F.  Braley. 

1875.  Rev.  J.  J.  Burgess,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Burgess, 
John  C.  Robinson,  Harriet  D.  Burgess,  C.  Harry 
Houghton,  xMrs.  C.  H.  Houghton,  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
Luther,  Mary  A.  Luther,  Eliza  Luther,  Annie 
Luther,  and  Etta  Pease. 


1876.  Charles  W.  Drake,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Drake, 
Thomas  S.  Phinney,  Mrs.  T.  S.  Phinney,  Peter  May, 
Benjamin  J.  Babcock,  Mrs.  B.  J.  Babcock,  Jlrs. 
Adria  Peirce,  Carrie  A.  Tinkham,  Ida  J.  Washburu, 
Lottie  L.  Finney,  Mrs.  Priscilla  W.  Mitchell,  Mr=. 
Anna  J.  Coombs. 

1877.  George  H.  Coffin,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Coffin,  Oakcs 
A.  T.  Clark,  Frederick  P.  Chace,  Mrs.  F.  P.  Chace, 
Robert  V.  Cole,  Albert  T.  Finney,  J.  Francis  Pcircc, 
Mrs.  Abigail  E.  Peirce,  Abbie  J.  Pratt,  ALbie  L. 
Sparrow,  Mrs.  Catharine  P.  Chace,  Ellen  P.  Chace, 
Annetta  F.  Chace,  Mary  E.  Chace,  .Myra  W.  Alden, 
Mre.  Lydia  R.  Thompson,  Mrs.  Susie  S.  Dunham, 
Jlrs.  Susie  F.  Briggs,  Mrs.  Sylvia  Pratt,  Mrs.  Helen 
M.  W.  Elliot,  Myra  A.  Andrews,  Hattie  C.  Wilbur, 
L.  Oakes  Leonard,  Francis  M.  Wilbur,  William  F. 
Harlow,  Milton  P.  Hackett,  Fred  H.  White,  George 
E.  Aldrich,  Martin  L.  White,  Edward  N.  Hackett, 
Mrs.  Mary  S.  Gordon,  Lydia  A.  Haskins,  Fannie  B. 
Leonard,  Clara  F.  Hackett,  Clarabel  White.  Fraiikliu 
E.  Osburn,  Mrs..F.  E.  Osburn,  Elbridge  C.  IIollu- 

I  way,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Holloway,  James  M.  Coombs,  Buy- 
i  lies  G.   Leonard,  Mary  S.  Hackett,   Myra   FI.   Rich- 
mond,   Cora    A.    Richmond,     Anna    F.    Richmond, 
j  Normau  L.  Richmond,  J.  Annie  Smith,   Mrs.  Edith 
j  E.  Barden,  Ezekiel  H.  Aldrich,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Aldrich, 
Mi-s.    Rebecca    G.   Ober,    Lucinda    Ober,    Su.sie    W. 
Alden,   Sadie   B.    Jenks,  Katie   R.    Vaughan,   Clara 
Pease,  Mrs.  Bathsheba  T.  Tinkham,  and  Mrs.  Carrie 
S.  Holmes. 

1878.  George  H.  Perry,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Weston. 

1879.  Alexander  Eaton,  S.  Edward  Mathews,  Mrs. 
A.  Augusta  Dixon,  Rev.  S.  A.  Blake,  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Blake,  Stephen  S.  Gibbs,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Gibbs,  Richard 
Z.  Mathews,  Mrs.  Lydia  Vaughan,  Mrs.  Lydia  N. 
Thomas,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Sampson,  Isaac  N.  Vaughan, 
Charles  E.  Jenney,  Mrs.  C  E.  Jenney,  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Laurence,  Charles  B.  Laurence,  Walter  Laurence, 
Mrs.  Caroline  M.  Packard,  and  Mrs.  Dora  Shaw. 

1880.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Coombs,  David  M.  Ashley, 
Jlrs.  D.  M.  Ashley,  Mrs.  Ciarinda  Sisson,  Alfred  0. 
Tower,  Henry  Parry,  Mrs.  H.  Parry,  Lizzie  Alden, 
Mrs.  Hannah  W.  Fuller,  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Glidden,  Mr<. 
Ellen  M.  Glidden,  J.  S.  Turner,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Turner. 

1881.  Mrs.  Ermina  J.  Hamilton,  .Mis.  Abbie  F. 
Waterman,  Mrs.  Achsah  A.  Stevens. 

1882.  Benjamin  F.  Johnson,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Johnson, 
Su.san  N.  Mathews,  and  Mrs.  Elenor  11.  Barden. 

The  deacons  of  this  Central  Baptist  Church  in  Mid- 
dleboro',  in  times  past  and  present,  have  been  and  are  as 
follows;  Levi  Peirce,  Jacob  Willi;ims,  George  Vaughan, 
William  S.  Peirce,  Joseph  T.  Wood,  J.  W.  P.  Jenks: 
Ira  Thomas,  and  B.  J.  Babcock.     The  place  of  public 
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worship  was  erected  iu  1828,  at  an  expense  of  about 
five  tliousanJ  dollara,  and  was  the  liberal  gift  of  Miij. 
Levi  Peirce,  one  of  its  original  members  and  first 
deacons.  Two  additions  were  at  different  times  made 
to  this  church  edifice,  at  an  e.Ypense  of  about  two 
thousand  dollars  each,  and  thus  the  whole  construc- 
tion account  amounts  to  about  nine  thousand  dollars. 

The  failing  healtii  of  Rev.  George  G.  Fairbanks 
caused  him,  in  18S3,  to  resign  his  position  as  pastor 
of  this  church,  and  he  was  succeeded,  Jan.  31,  1884, 
by  Rev.  \V.  H.  liowen,  D.D.,  from  Providence,  R.  L 
His  salary  is  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  year. 

The  whole  number  of  members,  as  reported  to  the 
Old  Colony  Baptist  Association,  in  October.  1883, 
was  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Tlie  letter  from  this  church,  addressed  to  that  Asso- 
ciation, in  session  at  Scituate,  Mass.,  Oct.  10  and  11, 
1883,  contained  the  following: 

"  A  revival  of  great  power  swept  over  this  village 
last  winter. 

"  It  was  good  to  be  there. 

"  We  are  without  a  pastor. 

"  llev.  G.  G.  Fairbanks,  D.D.,  has  resigned  his 
pastoral  charge  through  feeble  health. 

"  We  commend  him  as  a  preacher  and  a  pastor." 

The   lUethodists.  —  Among   the   first  or   earliest 
movements,  if  not  indeed  the  vary  first,  for  founding 
a  Methodist  Church   in  Middlcboro'  occurred   in   the 
month  of  September,  1823,  or  about  sixty-one  years  ' 
ago.    A  Methodist  Church  was  formed  Sept.  15,  1823,  ' 
and  at  first   consisted  of  Edward   Winslow,    Nathan  I 
Savary,  Alanson  Gammons,  Nathan  Perkins,  Deborah 
Winslow,  Martha  Thomas,  Mercy  Barden,  Susan  S. 
Clark,  and  Augusta  Clark. 

Rev.  Asa  Kent  was  the  first  pastor  of  this  church, 
and  their  public  worship  was  for  a  time  conducted  in 
the  town  hall.'     Rev.  Mr.  Kent  remained  two  years, 
and    was    followed     by    Rev.    Isaac    Stoddard,    who 
preached  uiuc  months,  and  then  for  a  year  the  church 
was   without  a   pastor.       In    182G    and    1827,   Rev. 
Lemuel  Thompson  was  the  pastor,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  Elias  C.  Scott  one  year.  Rev.  David  j 
Culver  two  years,  and  during  the  pastorate  of  the  latter  ' 
(viz.,  in  1830J  the  JMothodist  mceling-houso  near  Fall 
Brook  was  erected,  and  a  board  of  trustees  chosen,  cou-  ; 
sistingof  l^eter  Vaughan,  Cusliman  Vaughan,  William  i 
Shurtlctf,    Nathaniel    Thompson,    Edward    Winslow,  ' 
Nathan  Perkins,  and  Percy  Thomas.     After  1831  the  | 
successive  preachers  appear  to  have  been  Amos  Bin- 


'  TUc  town  liiill  iit  that  Uutc  :^toott  at  what  U  known  a^  '*  Court 
End,"  and  waa  an  anlinu-iLtd  buiMiug.  .\ltei-  the  erection  of 
the  inescDt  elej^imt  structure  the  oM  liali  wua  aold  by  the  town 
and  removed  by  the  purchaser. 


ney,  Lemuel  Harlow,  Thomas  Brown,  Josiah  Lynch, 
Proctor  Marsh,  Otis  Wilder,  George  Winchester, 
!  Sr.,  Elijah  Willard,  Ebenezer  Ewing,  William  Sam- 
I  plin,  Edmund  E.  Standish,  George  Macoinber,  George 
I  11.  Winchester,  Jr.,  Philip  Crandon,  Asa  N.  Bodflsh, 
!  and  Israel  Washburn. 

In  1863,  John  Q.  Adams  commenced  his  labors  as 

preacher,  and  ere  long  the  hall  of  Mr.  George  Soulc 

I  was  hired  as  a  place  for  worship,  and  Rev.  Jasun  Gill 

'  engaged  as  pastor.    He  supplied  the  pulpit  from  April 

i  to  November,  1864. 

Rev.  Samuel   Whidden    caine   soon    after,   and    in 
1  February,  1865,  the  place  of  worship  was  chanjed  to 
j  the   Baptist  Chapel,  that  was   leased   for  three  years. 
I  In  1866,  Rev.  F.  C.  Newhall  became  the  pastor,  and 
I  he  two  years  later  was  succeeded  by   Rev.  Freeman 
I  Ryder,  and  during  whose  pastorate  the  present  church 
j  edifice  occupied  by  this  church  and  society  was  erected 
j  at  an  expense  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
I       Rev.  S.  T.  Patterson  was  the  next  pastor,  and  dur- 
j  ing  the  time  that  he  was  thus  engaged  the  membership 
I  of  this  church  increased  from  thirty-six  in   full  com- 
I  munion   and  four  probationers  to   one   hundred    and 
thiity  in  full  communion  and  twenty-five  probationers. 
The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  J.  S.  Carroll,   who   re- 
mained  three   years,  and   during  which   time   about 
fifty  were  added  to  the  church. 

Next  came  Rev.  Charles  Macreadiiig,  who,  in  a  fit 
of  despondency,  committed  suicide. 

From  April,  1876,  to  1877,  Rev.  E.  D.  Towle  was 
pastor,  and  more  than  one  hundred  persons  added  to 
the  church  by  conversion.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  A.  W.  Kingsbury,  who  was  successful  in  clear- 
ing the  church  property  from  a  debt  by  whiuh  it  had 
been  encumbered. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Hunt  was  the  next  pastor,  and  it  is  to 
a  historic  sermon  delivered  by  him  Nov.  11,  18S3, 
that  we  are  almost  entirely  indebted  for  the  facts  pre- 
sented concerning  this  Methodist  Church  and  soeiety. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,  in  that  valuable  production,  said, 
"  From  the  five  full  members  and  three  probationers 
in  1864,  at  the  commencement  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Whidden's  ministry,  you  have  increased  to  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  full  members  and  twenty-eight 
probatiouers,  making  a  total  of  three  liuiidivd  and 
two,  a  net  increase  in  nineteen  years,  of  nearly  sixteen 
a  year. 

"  About  thirty  members  of  the  church  have  died, 
one  hundred  and  two  removed  by  letter,  ten  removed 
without  letters,  sixteen  withdrawn  since  1871. 

"  This  church  is  greatly  indebted  to  many  members 
of  the  sister  churches  for  timely  aid  given  and  lor 
words  of  cheer,  and   while  this  child  of  Providence 
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which  they  assisted  lias  grown  almost  to  as  lar"-e 
dimeii.sioiis  as  themselves,  still  I  do  not  believe  that 
tiic^  are  less  strong  or  have  suffeied  in  any  particular 
through  having  a  Methodist  Church  growing  up  at 
their  side. 

"  \V(i  do  not  and  will  not  forget  the  assistance  ren- 
dered, cheerful  words  spoken,  or  prayers  offered  for  us 
by  the  sister  churches." 

The  Methodist  Church  at  South  Middleboro'.— 
As  this  church  has  sometimes  been  of  that  branch 
called  the  "  Reformed"  and  sometimes  of  that  denom- 
iuated  "  Episcopal,"  the  tracing  of  its  minute  his- 
tory is  rendered  exceedingly  difficult,  and  perhaps  to 
a  considerable  degree  impossible.  It  has,  too,  for  a 
portion  of  the  time  had  its  pulpit  supplied  by  one  or 
more  clergymen  of  another  denomination.  From  the 
scanty  materials  now  attainable  we  gather  the  evidence 
that  as  early  as  1847  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  the 
Rev.  T.  Brown,  who  remained  thus  engaged  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  then  for  a  time  the  supply  was  only 
temporary  (until  1858),  when  Rev.  E.  W.  Barrows,  a 
clergyman  of  the  Christian  Baptist  denomination,  set- 
tled here  as  a  regular  supply  to  the  pulpit,  and  remained 
several  years. 

In  1869  the  pastor  was  Rev.  Isaac  B.  Fobes ; 
1870,  Rev.  Benjamin  L.  Sayer,  who  remained  four 
years,  and  was  succeeded,  in  1874,  by  Rev.  Philip 
Ciandon.  Mr.  Sayer  died  March  22,  1876,  aged 
fifty-one  years.  Mr.  Crandon  died  April  6,  1876, 
aged  sixty-six  years. 

In  1S7G  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev.  Charles 
Stokes,  who  remained  two  years.  He  died  April  26, 
1881,  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  ministry,  and 
being  fifty-four  years  of  age. 

In  1878  came  Rev.  J.  Sherman,  and  remained  until 
1881,  when  succeeded  by  Rev.  0.  K.  Hi^gins,  who 
remained  one  year,  and  was,  in  1882,  succeeded  by 
the  present  pastor.  Rev.  Solomon  P.  Snow,  a  native 
of  Brewster,  Barnstable  Co.,  M:iss.  He  was  born 
Aug.  10,  1811.  He  entered  the  ministry  in  1837. 
He  is  of  the  eighth  generation  from  the  emigrant 
Nicholas  Snow.  Thanks  are  due  to  Rev.  Mr.  Snow 
for  information  kindly  furnished  pertaining  to  the 
history  of  this  church. 

The  Second  Adventists  have  maintained  a  pub- 
lic worship  in  town,  hiring  a  public  hall  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Roman  Catholics  worshiped  for  a  time  in 
Peirce's  Hall,  but  recently  erected  a  church  edifice. 
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The  first  war  in  which  the  country  became  ena'a<'ed 
after  Middleboro'  was  incorporated  as  a  township  was 
that  familiarly  known  as  King  Philip's,  although  four 
years  earlier,  when  Middleboro'  had  been  incorporated 
but  two  years,  war  with  Awashonks,  squaw-sachem 
of  the  Saconet  Indiana,  was  anticipated  and  prepared 
for,  and  orders  issued  to  raise  in  Plymouth  Colony  an 
armed  force  of  one  hundred  and  two  men.  Of  that 
force  Middleboro'  was  ordered  to  furnish  two  men. 
Awashonks  complied  with  the  demands  that  the  Eng- 
lish made  upon  her,  and  so  no  war  was  waged  or  men 
raised. 

In  December,  1673,  a  war  with  the  Dutch  at  New 
York  was  deemed  imminent,  and  some  preparations 
made  to  send  a  force  against  them;  but  this  difficulty, 
like  the  other,  was  happily  settled  and  adjusted  with- 
out the  shedding  of  human  blood. 

The  next  war-cloud  could  not  be  dispelled  or  made 
to  pass  over  so  harmlessly,  but  overshadowed  and  set- 
tled down  upon  the  country,  inflicting  almost  untold 
suffering  and  unparalleled  woe. 

Middleboro',  at  the  commencement  of  King  Philip's 
war,  had  but  about  sixteen  families  of  European 
origin  or  descent,  and  those  in  these  families  able  to 
bear  arms  were  probably  placed  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  John  Thompson,  who  resided  in  that  part  of 
ancient  Middleboro'  now  Halifax,  and  he  for  a  time 
appears,  with  his  sixteen  men,  to  have  garrisoned  a 
house  near  what  is  known  as  the  Four  Corners  in 
Middleboro'.' 

Concerning  that  garrison  maintained  for  a  time  in 
Middleboro',  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  John 
Thompson,  traditions  have  preserved  a  few  incidents 
in  its  story,  but  tradition  alone,  unsupported  by  con- 
current and  strictly  reliable  facts,  is  not  generally 
sufficiently  trustworthy  to  be  put  forth  :is  history, 
and  as  these  traditions,  in  all  essential  particulars,  do 
not  agree,  we  leave  them  for  what  the  same  are  worth, 
without  repeating  any  one  of  them,  by  adding  that 
Middleboro'  ia  said  to  have  lost  only  one  man,  slain 
in  King  Philip's  war,  and  whose  name  was  Robert 
Dauson. 

Kin^  William's  War.— Middleboro'  was  refjuired 
to  furnish,  per  order  of  Aug.  14,  1689,  one  soldier 
and  one  musket,  and  soon  after  to  raise  the  sum  of 
fourteen  pounds  by  Uxation   toward  meeting  the  ex- 

'  It  stood  between  the  road  and  the  Nemuaket  River,  upon  a 
piece  of  luud  now  owned  by  the  heira  of  tho  late  Col.  IVter  II. 
Peirce. 
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penses  of  the  war.  This  tax  wa3  to  be  paid  on  or 
before  the  25th  day  of  November,  1G89,  one-third  in 
money,  one-tlnrd  in  grain,  and  one-third  in  beef  uud 
pork.  The  j^rain  was  to  be  received  and  credited  as 
follows:  Corn,  two  shil!inp:s  per  bushel;  rye,  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  per  bushel ;  barley,  two  shil- 
lings, and  wheat,  four  shillings  per  bushel  ;  beef, 
ten  shillings  per  hundred;  and  pork,  twopence  per 
pound. 

1C90,  May  20.  For  an  expedition  to  Albany, 
MiJJleboru'  was  required  to  furnish  one  soldier. 

1G90,  June  5.  Required  to  furnish  three  sol- 
diers for  an  expedition  to  Canada,  and  to  raise,  by 
taxation,  toward  meeting  the  expense,  £21  IGs.  6d} 
ICUO,  Oct.  9.  Thomas  Thompson  and  James  Soule 
were  sentenced  each  to  pay  a  tine  of  four  pounds  in 
moue}',  and  be  imprisoned  until  said  fines  were  paid, 
for  refusing  to  obey  the  orders  to  them  directed  re- 
quiring them,  as  soldiers,  to  go  upon  the  expedition 
to  Canada. 

That  expedition  sailed  from  Plymouth  about  noon, 
June  27,  1G90,  Two  companies  went  from  what 
was  then  Plymouth  Colony,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Joseph  Sylvester,  of  Seituate,  and  Samuel  Gallop,  of 
Bristol,  that  was  then  the  shire  town  of  Bristol  County 
in  Plymouth  Colony,  but  now  in  Rhode  Island. 

Governor  Dummer's  War,  so  called,  that  com- 
menced in  1722,  and  ended  in  1725. 

William  Canedy,  of  Rliddleboro',  served  in  this  war 
as  an  ensign,  and  in  the  early  part  of  1723  was  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant,  and  while  holding  that  commis- 
sion was  intrusted  with  the  command  of  a  small  fort 
that,  upon  the  25th  of  December,  1723,  was  attacked 
by  the  Indians ;  but  the  defense  was  conducted  so 
meritoriously  that  the  place  was  saved  until  reinforce- 
ments arrived  and  put  tlie  enemy  to  flight,  and  Lieut. 
Canedy,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  faithl'ul  ser- 
vices, was  promoted  to  captain.  The  following  are 
tlie  names  of  persons  composing  his  company,  and 
who  were  in  service  in  1724,  many  of  whom  were 
Indians.  The  places  of  residence  of  these  soldiers, 
both  wliite  men  and  Indians,  are  at  this  time  unknown  : 

Coiumiatiioned  Ojjictrs, 
William  CL-niula,  cupt.  Robert  Stanford,  ens. 

Beiijaoiiu  Wriyht,  licut. 

Xon-Conimintiioiied  Ojffivern. 

Joseph  liowdin,  aergt.  Uichard  Pomoroy,  coip. 

Jusepb  Stud^ioo,  scr<^t.  JoaepU  Uruydon,  uurp. 

JuKcpb  Mceda,  acrjjt.  Jolin  Oliver,  corp. 
Benjamin  Durfce,  curp. 


^  Thus  it  appears  that  in  ICUO  the  town  was  required  to  lur- 
nisli  tour  soldiers,  and  probably  did  provide  two,  ami  two  le- 
Tudcd  to  go,  and  were  punished  by  tine  ur  imprisonmeut,  and 
perhaps  by  both. 


Privutes, 
John  Attamon. 
Thomas  Tainor. 
Daniel  Cbislen. 
Joshua  Tripp. 
Benjamin  Solomon. 
Joel  Daniel. 
John  Pecbue. 
John  Pepeena. 
Abraham  Jonei. 
Joseph  Wood. 
Xebemiab  Naliawamah. 
Abel  Obediab. 
Jiimcs  Quoich. 
Simon  Tremmetuck. 
Thomas  Daniel. 
Abel  Tom. 
laaac  Hassaway, 
Eben  Cushen. 
Job  Mark. 
Samuel  Oliver. 
John  Quoy. 


Henry  Pesent, 
Josiab  Crook. 
I:jaac  Phillips. 
Elisba  Sachem, 
Peter  Wailionks. 
Jonhiia  lloud. 
Samuel  Copelack. 
Ned  John. 

Josiah  Popmemanuck. 
EliakiiM  Quacoui. 
Amos  Stanks. 
Joshua  Wicket. 
David  Jolj. 
Jacob  Paul. 
John  Com^-iiite. 
Mose  Pci;^. 
Tom  Wily. 
Abel  lilinks. 
Peter  Dogamu:>, 
John  Boson. 
Roban  Jcnney. 


The  other  roll  bore  the  followiup;  names : 

Co7nnn»aioii€d   Oj}ivera. 
William  Cauedy,  capt.  Stephen  Whitaker,  end. 


Non-Comniiviiioned  Ojjit 


Daniel  Elenlhorp,  scrgt. 
Francis  Punchard,  corp. 


Edward  Dishop,  corp. 


Private*. 


Peter  Parrey. 
Thomas  Lawrence. 
Stephen  MorrelU. 
John  Norris. 
Benjamin  Spven. 
John  Church. 
Jeremiah  Butcher. 
Elkanuh  Topmon. 
Isaac  Chamburlain. 
John  White. 


Philip  Butler. 
Daniel  RosS. 
John  Murphy. 
Josi;ib  Meeds. 
Daniel  Grilhn. 
Tliouia:i  Dun. 
John  i*elkLiiton. 
William  Tliuma.t. 
William  Kelley. 


The  names  of  those  men  who  aerveJ  under  Capt. 
William  Cunedy,  as  <^iven  above,  were  copied  from 
pay-rolls  still  on  file  at  the  State- Hou.-se  in  Button. 

The  French  and  Indian  War. — Capt.  Bcnjmuiu 
Pratt,  of  Middleboro\  led  a  company  to  and  in  the 
field  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  The  name.s  of 
the  officers  and  private  soldiers  of  Capt.  Pruti's  com- 
pany were  as  follows: 

Coiitniititiuned  Oj/ivern. 
Benjamin  Pratt,  ca.pt.  David  Sears,  2d  lieut. 

Sylvester  Richmond,  lieut.  NeUon  Finney,  ens. 

iVon-Covtiiiiiaioiied  Ojjictit. 
Soth  Tinkham,  sergt.  Archippas  Cole,  corp. 

Lemuel  Harlow,  sergt.  Seth  Billingtou,  corp. 

Silas  Wood,  aergt.  Jesi^e  Snow,  corp. 

Abiel  Cole,  sergt.  John  Miller,  lorp. 

MtmU'iana. 
Perez  Tinkbam.  Jacob  Tinkham. 
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Privaten, 


J;icob  AllcD. 

.It;2>e  Bryant. 
Ju>c[)h  Bent. 
Abner  Barrows, 
Abner  Burrows,  Jr. 
Ifitac  UeuDett. 
John  Bennett. 
Samuel  Bennett. 
BcnjamiD  Barrows. 
Abraham  Barren. 
AVilliaui  Barlow. 
Eliakini  Barlow. 
John  Barker. 
Perez  Cobb. 
Oneiiinius  Campbell. 
Gitieoa  Cobb. 
Gershom  Cobb. 
Williani   Cu^ibinuD. 
Peter  Crapo. 
Thomas  Caswell. 
Jes:jc  Curtii). 
E/.ekiel  Curtis. 
Counselor  Chase. 
Jabez  Dojrgett. 
Simeon  Doggett. 
Kbenczor  Dunham. 
Adam  DaviU. 
Elkaoah  Elmes. 
Julin  Elmes. 
John  Ellis. 
John  EatoD. 
Asa  French. 
William  Fuller. 
Simeon  Fuller. 
Jctleiiiah  Holmes. 


John  Harlow. 
Zuril  HuskL-)l. 
Jeremiah  Jones. 
Jeremiah  Junes,  Jr. 
John  Koowlton. 
.Tames  Littlejohn. 
Hubert  Makl'un. 
Thomas  Miller. 
David  Miller. 
Noah  Morse. 

Jonathan  Morse. 

Jacob  Muxom. 

Isaac  Nye. 

Thomod  Peirce. 

Job  Peirce. 

Paul  Pratt. 

Francis  Pumeroy. 

SamuL-l  Pratt. 

Samuel  Pratt,  Jr. 

Henry  Riohmond. 

Nathan  Richmond. 

Moses  Rediog. 

Job  Richmond. 

Noah  Raymond. 

Barnabas  Sampson. 

Jabez  Sampson. 

JiLcob  Sampson. 

Obadiab  Sampson. 

John  Sampson. 

Crispud  Shaw. 

Perez  Shaw. 

Zebadee  Scars. 

Peleg  Stundish. 

Robert  Scekel. 

Benjamin  Streeter. 


Setli  Tinkhaoj,  the  first  sergeant  of  this  company, 
kept  a  diary,  iu  which  he  entered, — 

**  MiDDLEBOROUGH,  May  29,  1753. 

"We  mett  at  Elijah  Clapp's  a  Little  alter  Sun  Rise  and 
Drawcd  up  our  men  iuto  a  body  and  caM**  the  Hull,  and  then 
marched  to  Major  Howard's,  in  Bridgewater,  7  miles. 

"There  went  to  dinner,  and  then  we  marched  to  Newcomb's, 
in  Nurtuii,  and  there  overtook  the  cart  that  had  our  ]iaoks. 
There  we  staid  all  night  and  laid  up  chamber. 

"  11  miles. 

"May  the  30.  We  marched  by  Sunrise  to  Lieut.  Mann's,  in 
AVrentliiim,  11  miles. 

"There  went  to  Dinner,  and  then  we  marched  to  Dr.  Cor- 
bitt's,  in  BuUingham,  10  miles,  went  to  supper,  After  supper 

"  Mr.  Hinds  preached  a  sermon  to  us. 

"There  our  cart  overtook  lu. 

"There  we  stay*^. 

"May  the  31.  We  marched  to  Mr.  Graves  in  Mendon,  3  miles, 
and  there  went  to  breakfast;  and  from  there  we  marched  to 
John  llulland's,  in  Suttun,  16  miles;  there  went  to  supper. 

"  There  the  curt  overtouk  us. 

"June  ye  1st.  We  staid  at  Holland's  all  day,  because  of  ye 
Rain,  and  Mr.  Hinds  preached  to  us  in  Holland's  burn." 

This  Mr.  ninds,  then  ofl5ciating  as  a  chaplain,  was 
probably  Ebouezer  Hinds,  wlio  was  born  iu  Bridge- 
water,  July  29,  1719,  and  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Second    Calvinistic    Baptist   Church    iu    Middleboro* 


(that  part   of  the  town   now  Lakeville),  Jan.   26, 
1758. 

"June  ye  2.  AVe  Staid  and  Settled  our  Billitin^  Roll,  and 
paid  off  several  their  billiting  money. 

"  In  the  afternoon  we  marched  to  Worcester,  4  mile^,  and 
there  ^lept. 

"June  ye  3.  We  Mustered  our  men  by  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  drew  up  into  a  tine  with  the  Regiment,  called 
over  our  roll,  and  then  our  compnny  marched  utf. 

"There  our  Capt,  left  us  and  went  to  Boston. 

"  I  and  Archippus  Cole  staid  at  Wurceater  untill  next  morn- 
ing." ^ 

The  regiment  above  referred  to,  of  which  this  com- 
pany formed  a  part,  was  composed  of  ten  companies, 
and  the  names  of  the  several  captains  were  James  An- 
dres, Abel  Keen,  Benjamin  Pratt,  Samuel  Knowles, 
Pliilip  Walker,  Gamaliel  Bradford,  Jonathan  Kddy, 
Sylvanus  Bourne,  Josiah  Thatcher,  and  Simeon 
Carey. 

"June  ye  4.  On  Sunday  we  two  went,  after  our  Company. 
We  marched  to  Lester,  4  miles,  and  there  went  to  breakfast  at 
Mr.  Sergeants,  from  there  we  went  to  Spencer,  and  there  went 
to  meeting  in  forenoon  ;  from  there  we  marched  to  Robert 
Clafton's,  in  Brookfiold,  15^  miles,  and  there  went  tu  i^upper 
and  staid  all  night. 

"June  ye  5.  We  marched  to  James  Nichols*,  2  miles,  and 
there  we  paid  off  all  our  hillitiog  money.  Two  of  our  men,  viz., 
Jessee  Curtis  and  Jacob  Allen  taken  sick,  and  we  left  Jacob 
Tinkbam  to  take  care  of  them. 

"  Ensign  Finney  and  I  marched  after  our  coni|)any,  and  went 
to  breakfast  at  Mr.  Cutler's,  2  miles,  and  overtook  them  upun 
Coy's  hill,  and  I  went  by  our  Company  along  with  Capt. 
Hodge's  Company  tu  Cold  Spring,  VZ  miles  from  Cutler':). 

"  There  I  staid  all  night  at  Deacon  Lyman's." 

About  three  years  later  Cold  Spring  was  incorpo- 
rated as  a  town,  and  named  Belchertown, — date  of 
incorporation,  June  i^O,  1761.  The  Capt.  Ilodgcs 
was  doubtless  Joseph  Hod«;es,  of  Norton,  a  son  of 
Joseph  Hodges,  of  that  town,  who,  as  a  major,  lost 
his  iii'e  at  the  taking  of  the  fortress  of  Louisburj^, 
June,  1745.  The  son,  Capt.  Joseph  Hodges,  Jr., 
was  killed  in  this  French  and  Indian  war. 


'  "June  ye  6th.  I  went  to  breakfast  at  Lyman's,  uml  staid 
I   until  our  Company  came  up. 

"Then  we  marched  to  Jonathan  Graves  in  Cold  Spring,  6 
miles  from  Lyman's. 

"There  I  hired  Jabez  Doggett  to  go  hack  to  git  my  coat, 
which  was  left  where  our  Company  staid  tost  night  at  Scut's,  9 
miles  back,  and  I  staid  until  he  came  back  again. 

"Then  we  two  went  on  after  our  Company  to  iladley,  which 
was  ninu  miles,  and  got  there  about  nine  o'clock  at  night. 

"  June  ye  7.  We  mustered  our  men  to  go  over  to  Northamp- 
ton, hut  we  did  not  go  untill  the  afternoon  ;  then  were  all  car- 
ried over  and  biltited  out  upon  the  Province  cost  in  Ilaiiiptun 
Town,  2  mile. 

"  June  ye  8.  We  staid  waiting  for  orders. 

"June  ye  9.  We  drawed  seven  days'  allowance  to  carry  to 
Qrecn  Bush,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  nmrched  and  ciicuinped 
in  the  wouda. 

"  June  ye  10.  We  marched  to  a  Tavern  in  the  woods  and  staid 
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untill  the  Hegiiuent  came  up,  and  then  luarcliej  untill  night  ; 
then  encamped,  set  out  our  Ceutrys,  and  went  to  ileep. 

'•June  11,  Sundiiy.  We  marched  till  about  noon  through  mud 
and  water,  over  hilla  and  mountains,  the  worst  way  that  ever 
was,  and  about  2  o'clock  in  the  ulternoun  came  up  a  thunder 
shower  and  wet  us  ad  wet  as  we  could  be 

'•  We  marched  a  littlo  further,  and  encamped  and  set  our 
Centrya. 

'•John  Bennett  and  Perez  Cobb  went  back  li  mile  to  fetch  a 
sick  man  belunj^ing  to  Capl.  Hodges,  who  was  gone  forward. 

■*  June  ye  I'i.  We  marched  to  Pautoosuck  lirit;  got  there  a 
little  bef<ire  night,  mustered  our  iiicu,  and  took  13  for  Guard. 

"  June  yc  l*i.  1  made  a  Ileturu  to  our  Adjutant,  and  then  we 
marched  to  another  fort  and  staid  there  a  little  while,  and  then 
we  marched  until  night,  and  encamped  with  C;ipt.  Hodges  and 
Capt.  Gary,  and  took  15  men  for  Guard  that  night. 

**  June  yo  H.  We  marched  to  the  half-wiiy  house,  which  was 
30  miles,  to  the  best  of  our  judgment,  from  Northampton;  there 
we  encamped. 

"Took  6  men  for  Guard. 

"Juno  ye  15.  We  marched  to  Green  Bn:^h,  12  miles;  from 
thence  we  went  up  the  river  2  miles  above  Albany,  and  crossed 
S^  Kiver  and  encamped. 

June  ye  lb,  Friday.  We  drawed  our  allowance  of  meat,  Hour, 
rice,  and  butter. 

"  At  night  took  ^  men  for  Guard. 

*'June  17th,  Saturday.  We  drawed  our  guns  out  of  the  stores 
and  auimuuition,  tents  in  (jart. 

'*  Took  3  men  for  guard. 

"June  ye  IS,  Sunday.  We  went  to  meeting  in  the  forenoon, 
beard  Mr.  Hitchcock  preach,  and  then  prepared  to  march. 

'•  I  went  up  in  a  Battoc  as  far  aH  Col.  ydiuyler's,  and  there 
staid  all  night.     I  was  taken  not  well. 

*' Juneyc  I'J.   We  m.irehed  to  the  half  moon. 

"Good  Travelling,  but  we  had  three  Kivers  to  wade  over. 

"  1  was  sick  all  day,  but  I  made  out  to  follow  ye  company. 

'*  June  ye  20.  We  murcbed  to  about  halfway  to  the  Stillwater, 
and  encamped. 

*' Touk  16  men  for  Guard. 

"June  yo  21.  We  uiarchud  to  Stillwater,  15  miles,  and 
encautped. 

"Took  15  men  for  Guard. 

••Junoyo22.  We  marchird  to  Saratoga,  11  miles,  and  en- 
camped.    Took  10  men  for  Guard,  and  I  went  on  myself. 

"June  2'A.  Wo  marched  to  Fort  Miller;  from  there  our  Coiu- 
puny  went  in  Batloes  to  fort  Edward  ;  got  there  about  sunset. 

"  Took  8  men  and  a  Corporal  for  Guard. 

"June  ye  24.  We  Drawed  the  Rest  of  our  arms.  Draughted 
out  7  men  to  go  to  fort  Miller,  and  there  to  stay  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Bourne. 

"Took  12  men  and  a  Serg^  for  Guard. 

"June  the  25,  Sunday.  Wo  were  alarmed  by  the  Kegulara, 
and  Drawed  Allowance  for  7  days. 

"Took  8  men  for  Guard  and  ye  Ensign. 

"  June2li,  Monday.   Drawed  3  days'  Allowance. 

"  Got  our  men  ready  to  march. 

"  Took  8  men  and  a  Scrg^  for  Guard. 

"Juno  ye  27.  We  marched  to  the  half-way  brook,  7  miles, 
pilched  tents,  took  (1  men  and  a  Curp'  for  Guard. 

"June  28.  We  struck  our  tents  about  sunrise,  and  marclicd 
to  Lake  George.  Got  there  about  12  o'clock,  7  miles.  There  we 
htard  Capo  Breton  was  taken.  Wo  pitched  our  tents  in  order. 
I  bought  a  quarter  of  mutton  and  gave  one  dollar  for  it. 

"June  2iJ.  1  made  Ueturn  of  all  the  men  that  had  been  in 
Sei^e,  and  all  Carpenters  and  Masons.  Took  4  men  and  a  Serg' 
for  the  main  Guard,  and  a  Corp'  and  3  men  to  Guard  the  provoo. 


"June  the  30.  We  took  out  a  Lieut,  and  10  mcu  tu  work 
upon  the  Block  House  and  3  for  Guard. 

"  Nathan  Gary,  of  Capt.  Gary's  Company,  was  ;hot  Wy  acci- 
dent with  a  bull,  which  went  through  his  body,  but  \>c  hope  he 
will  gitt  well. 

"July  1.  We  took  out  7  men  to  work  uii  the  Furt,  and  3  for 
Guard,  and  received  orders  if  uiiy  man  was  fuund  a  Gaming 
he  should  receive  300  LhbIios  Imcdintely. 

"July  2"^.  Got  my  <iun  mended,  which  coat  me  half  a  dol- 
lar. Took  out  two  of  our  men,  vii.,  (.)badiiih  Sampson  and 
Simeon  Fuller,  which  were  sick,  anil  >eiit  them  down  to  Fort 
Edward  in  a  waggon.     Corp"'  Billingtun  was  taken  very  ;ici;. 

"  July  the  3.  We  drew  up  into  a  Kigament. 

"  Uiawed  out  all  thuse  that  would  gu  in  whale  Luats,  and  alt 
of  them  received  Cartouch  Boxes  and  Tomh^uvUs,  :iud  diitwed 
allowance  for  5  days  in  pork  and  Hour  and  one  of  froh  l>ci-f. 

"July  !'•».  The  whale  Boat  men  drawed  up  into  a  bi"ly,  liied 
off  all  their  pieces,  then  drawed  30  rounds  a  peice  i>f  powder 
and  ball,  then  received  orders  to  bo  ready  to  murch  next  iiiurn- 
ing  at  day-break. 

"July  5.  We  Got  into  our  wiiale  buats  before  sunrise,  and 
rowed  otf  about  a  mile,  and  staid  until  (Jol*  Bnid^treet  gave  us 
orders  to  go  forward. 

"Col.  Doty's  R.ig''  went  chiefly  in  wiialo  boats. 

"  Each  boat  carried  about  10  men,  the  battoes  and  the  re=t  of 
our  army  followed  with  ail  our  stores,  and  we  went  down  tlie 
Lake  as  far  as  where  Coll.  Parker,  liail  his  light  hi.-L  ycai. 
There  we  landed  upon  that  point.  See  several  men'?  bones  lay 
there.  Some  of  our  men  found  a  gun  and  several  other  things 
that  was  tost  in  the  fight.  From  thence  wc  rowed  about  a  mile 
and  stopped  and  eat  sunte  victual.-),  and  staid  lill  about  sc\  en 
o'clock  at  night,  then  wo  got  out  again  and  rowed  all  night. 

"July  G.  We  stoped  about  a  mile  below  the  Advancc-l 
Guard,  and  staid  until!  the  battoes  catnc  up,  and  then  we  in  oui' 
whale  boats  was  ordered  to  row  up  and  hmd,  whit-li  wc  did,  a 
Utile  below  the  Guard  without  damage,  although  wc  was  lired 
upon. 

"  We  landed  and  ran  up  to  an  old  brcaat  work. 

"  Then  we  see  the  French  striking  their  tent.^  ;iud  running  oti. 

"  Major  Rogers  and  his  men  ran  ovor  after  Uiuin,  and  killed 
2  or  3  of  them. 

"  After  the  battoes  wore  all  landed,  several  Uigf  of  Ueguiar- 
and  Uangora,  and  some  of  our  ProvinciaN,  marched  tovvarda  the 
Narrows,  and  met  a  patty  of  French  and  Indi.in-,  and  liad  .i 
light. 

"  We  lost  about  20  men,  and  took  130  prisoners, 

"  Lord  Howe  wo^  killed  that  day,  nt  night.  They  came  ini'-t 
a  breastwork  that  we  had  made  a  little  below  the  advanced 
guard  and  slept. 

"July  ye  T.  Coll.  Doty's  lUg' went  out  upon  a  >cuut  as  fai 
as  where  tliey  had  the  HgUt,  but  .-eo  nothing  but  dead  men  an-l 
packs. 

"Thence  we  returned  back  to  our  breaatwork,  and  about  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon  we  marched  within  a  mile  of  the  Nar- 
rows, where  the  Regulars  and  some  otlier  Big'"  liad  encamped 
by  a  saw-mill. 

"July  8"'.  We  marched  with  the  Light  Infantry. 

"They  went  forward.  Gol.  Doty  brought  up  the  rear  in  sight 
of  the  Fort. 

"There  we  drawed  up  4  deep,  the  Light  Infantry  about  in 
rods  before  us,  expecting  every  moment  to  bo  lircd  upon. 

"  lu  the  mean  time  Col.  Johnson  with  a  party  ot  Indian^ 
upon  the  west  side  of  ye  lake,  marched  up  to  the  top  of  a  hill, 
whore  he  with  his  Indians  lired  upon  the  fort,  with  the  hideoiia 
yelling  of  the  Indians,  the  worst  noise  1  ever  heard,  and  drove 
a  party  of  Frenob  into  the  lake. 
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''About  elevea  o'clock  the  Regulars  marohed  up,  and  all  tLo 
Rhode  Inlanders,  tind  a  Httle  past  12  o'clock  they  began  to  tire 
upon  thi*  French  at  the  hreastwurk,  which  \v;is  niudc  of  heaped 
tiuiber  and  a  trench  around  it,  very  strong,  whiih  was  built 
after  we  drove  the  advnnced  guard  off. 

"  Had  we  gone  fonvard  at  uur  tirst  landing  we  could  have 
got  tlie  ground. 

"Tlie  Itegulars  drawed  up  before  the  breastwork  and  fought 
again:it  it  with  diuall  aruia  5  hours. 

"The  French  would  tire  upon  them  with  their  Artillery,  and 
with  uDc  licld  piece  killed  18  lirenadicrti  dead  upon  the  spot. 

"The  number  of  men  lost  is  not  a^cerlaincd,  but  by  all  ac- 
counts wv  lost  ;U)UO  besides  wouuded. 

*'  Had  Major  Rogers  had  his  liberty  and  done  as  he  intended, 
we  should  have  drawod  them  out  of  their  breastwork. 

"  But  Coll.  Uradstreet  come  up  with  his  RigS  and  drove  on 
and  lust  most  all  his  men. 

"  Our  Artillery  conte  up  the  lake  allmost  to  us,  and  then  was 
ordered  back,  I  know  not  for  what  reason. 

'^And  towards  night  we  was  ordered  back  to  the  Advanced 
guard,  and  got  there  about  *J  o'clock. 

"  We  had  nothing  to  cat,  the  allowance  we  had  before  we  set 
out  from  Lake  Georgo  was  not  enough  fur  one  day,  and  we  got 
no  uiure  untill  we  got  back. 
**  Jabez  Doggett  was  wounded. 

"July  '.'.  U'e  was  ordered  to  go  on  board  our  boats  and  go 
back  to  Lake  Georgo,  which  wo  did,  and  rowed  all  day  without 
any  thing  to  eat. 

*•  We  got  back  about  sunset,  and  could  draw  no  allowance 
untill  next  day,  and  so  had  nothing  to  eat  that  night. 

"July  10.  \Vu  drawed  allowance  of  pork,  Uour,  and  rice,  and 
butter. 

"  Our  company  was  most  all  sick  by  reason  of  tho  late  fight. 
"July    11.  We  laid   in  our  tents;    had   nothing   to  do  but 
guarding. 

"July  12.  Ditto. 

"July  13.  We  bad  orders  to  remove  our  tents  beyond  tho  old 
Fort,  but  before  wo  had  done  pitching  thorn  we  bad  orders  to 
remove  them  back  again. 
'*JuIy  14.  Nothing  to  do. 

"July  16.  We  went  out  a  hunting.  John  Barker  killed  a 
bear,  and  there  w;i3  .1  French  Prisoners  taken  upon  the  lake  by 
a  party  sent  down  to  the  Island  to  stay  there  as  spies. 

"July  16,  Sunday.  We  struck  our  tents  and  marched  for  Fort 
Edward. 

"We  marched  as  far  as  the  half-way  brook  and  there  we  met 
Capt.  Pratt. 

"  From  thence  we  marched  to  Fort  Edward.  Got  there  about 
sunset. 

"July  17.  Struck  our  tents  and  marched  to  Saratoga,  and 
there  drawed  two  days  allowance,  and  then  marched  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  and  pitched  our  tents  in  the  Long  field. 

"July  is.  We  struck  our  tents  about  sunrise  and  marched  fur 
Stillwater.  Got  there  about  10  o'clock.  We  had  2  carts  to  our 
company  to  carry  our  pucks. 

"  From    there  we    marched  to  the  half-way  house    between 
Stillwater  and  the  half-moon  and  there  pitched  our  tents. 
"There  was  two  killed  and  scalped  at  Scattercuok. 
"July  I'J.  We  marched  down  to  the  half-moon  and  pitched 
our  tents. 

'•  There  a  great  many  of  our  men  went  over  the  river  intend- 
ing to  go  home. 
"  There  I  was  taken  very  sick. 

"  July  20.  I  took  out  of  the  stores  one  pint  of  wine,  one  bowl 
of  Sangarres  and  one  pound  of  plumbs. 

"July  21.  I  took  out  of  the  stores  one  pint  of  wine. 


"July  22.  We  were  ordered  to  load  up  our  tents  and  packs. 
Our  tents  we  loaded,  but  they  would  not  load  their  packs,  und 
when  we  were  ordered  to  March,  Capt.  Keen's  men  clubbed  their 
tire-locks  and  followed  Serg'  Rogers  and  several  from  other  com- 
panya. 

'*  We  were  all  ordered  to  surround  theui,  and  then  look  away 
their  tire-locks,  and  carried  them  baok  to  the  barrncks  and  con- 
tined  them. 

"The  two  Serg'*,  viz.,  Rogers  and  Gushing,  were  pinioned, 
and  4  more  sent  down  to  Albany  thut  night. 

"Tho  rest  were  kept  untill  further  orders. 

"July  2.'i.  We  brought  the  prisoners  out  and,  after  tlie  Cul. 
had  reproved  them,  released  them,  and  we  marched  up  to  Low- 
den's  ferry,  and  went  over  and  encamped  in  tents  and  barracks. 

"July  ye  24.  We  marohed  to  Schcaeetedy,  and  got  there 
about  sunset,  which  was  14  miles.  Pitched  our  tents.  A  very 
rainy  night. 

"  July  25.  Drawed  3  days  allowance.  Col.  Worster's  Reg^. 
marched  for  the  German  Flats. 

"  July  26.  Staid  waiting  for  orders.   The  men  almost  all  sick. 

"  July  27.  Ditto.  Ye  2S  we  drawed  allowance  to  carry  us  to 
the  great  carrying  place. 

"July  2y.  Our  Rig'  marched  for  tho  Gorman  tlats  j  they 
mostly  went  in  battoes.  3  staid  behind,  being  not  well,  and  so 
did  a  great  many  of  our  company. 

"July  30.   We  that  staid  behind  laid  in  the  barracks. 

"July  31.  A  little  past  noon  we  had  a  shock  of  an  earth- 
quake. 

"August  1"'.  A  little  before  day  there  was  another  shock  of 
an  earthquake. 

"  August  2QJ.  Coll.  Doty  set  out  after  his  Ucgt.  Wo  that 
were  left  behind,  which  were  23  in  number,  bud  nothing  to  do. 
At  night  Sergt.  Cole  and  I  drawed  a  good  mess  of  squashes  out 
of  the  Dutch  stores. 

"  August  3^.  Our  men  that  were  left  behind  at  tho  balf-nioon 
and  Albany  came  to  us. 

"  August  4^*^.  Sergt.  Cule  and  I  went  a  hunting,  and  killed  a 
partridge,  a  black  squirrel,  and  a  pigeon. 

"August  5.  Several  more  of  our  men  came  up  from  Albany 
and  joined  us.     Lieut.  Sears  came  up  with  them. 

"August  6.  Sunday  I  went  to  meeting  iu  the  forenoon,  but 
I  did  not  understand  one  word  that  was  said.  AVe  beard  that 
Cape  Breton  was  taken,  and  at  night  Ensign  Johnson  made  a 
bonfire  for  the  good  news. 

"August  7.  I  and  Sergi.  Cole  went  a  hunting.  I  killed  a 
raven  tlying.  As  a  Dutchman  was  taking  down  his  gun  to  go 
a  bunting  his  gun  went  otf  by  accident  and  shot  his  wife  dead 
on  ye  spot.     I  received  a  letter  from  home. 

"Augusts.  Changed  my  clothes  and  went  to  the  Dutch 
funeral. 

"August  9.  We  drawed  6  days  allowance.  I  went  with  a 
party  to  load  battoes,  and  heard  Mr.  Hitchcock  preach  from 
Psalms. 

"  August  10.  I  and  4  more  of  our  company  set  out  to  go  to 
German  tlatts,  under  command  of  Lt.  Uezekiah  Hulioes,  who 
had  140  under  hja  command.     That  night  we  encamped. 

"  August  11.  Set  out  again  with  our  battoes,  which  was  the 
worst  work  that  I  ever  did.  We  worked  all  day  and  got  about 
4  miles. 

"  August  12.  Archipus  Cole  left  us. 

"August  13.  We  laid  still  all  day  by  reason  that  about  30  of 
our  men  were  taken  sick  und  sent  back. 

"August  14.  We  set  out  with  6  men  in  a  battoe,  and  went 
as  far  as  the  Jolly  Irishman's  house  and  encamped. 

"  August  15.  We  staid  at  the  Jolly  Irishman's  all  day  by 
reason  of  the  rain. 


998  HISTORY   OF    PLYMOUTH   COUNTY. 


August  16.  We  weot  up  the  river  above  Johnson's  fort  and  1       Hutchinson's  "  History  of  Massachu.setts,"  vol.  ill. 

LUipeL 
Augu 
camped. 


encamped.  T^agQ  390,  in  describing;  events  as  late  as  1773,  says 

"  Au^rust  17.  We  went  o  uiiles  above  Hunter's  fort  and  eu 


"The  Governor'  still  haj  no  apprehension  of  even  a 
Aug'.  IS.  We  made  tbe  best  of  our  way  up  tlio  river.  '  wish  in  the  body  of  the  people  of  the   Province  to 

separate  fronn  the  Kingdom,  and  at  the  desire  of  the 
house  of  representatives   made  a  general   settlement 


"  Aug'.  19.  We  went  up  the  river  about  2  uiilea  and  had  a 
Court  martial  upon  Micah  Collins  for  swearing  and  gitting 
drunli,  and  condemned  hiui  to  have  50  lashes,  but  his  execution   i  ...   .       ,  .  ,    .  , 

,,.,..,,,.  ;  01   the  militia  through   the  province,  beinn  only  care- 

was  deterred  on  his  good  behavior.  |  o  r  i  o         j 

'•Aug'.  2ii.  We  went  up  the  river  beyond  furt  Hcndiick  and     ful  to  give  commissions  to  such  persons  as  were  well 

encamped.  utt'ected    to    government    as    far  as   he  could   inform 

'•Aug'.  21.   We  got   to   the   little  carrying  place  about  10  at      I,;,,,„„|f" 

lit  llJOtJl  I  • 

'"^' Aug'.  22.  We  h„d  2  waggons  to  cany  over  our  loading.        t       Officers  commissioned   in    1773,   because   of  their 
"Aug'.  23.  AVe  staid  waiting  for  our  loading  and  hattoes  to  ,  supposed  Toryism,  would  not  be  those  mo^t  likely  to 

be  carried   over  and  held  a  court  martial   upon  John  Doten,  of  ;  jg^J    gff  Jq    ^),e    cause  of   the  Wlligrt  ill  tiie  early  part 

Capt.  Carey's  company,  and  condemned  bim  to  have  2i  lashes,   j  ^j,  ^^^r,^  whether  residing  at  Middleboio'  or  cUewhere 

'*  August  L'4.   Got  iili  our  provisions  curiietJ  ovar.  «r  i  i        £■  i 

"August  25.   We  all  marched  over  to  the  other  landing,  and  '°  Massachusetts,  although,  as  the    fact    proved,  some 

there  our  company  was  divided  into  3  parts.     80  went  forward,    i  of  them  did,  but  Still  a  large  number  throughout  the 

and  Lieut.  Holmes  and  Williams'  25  was  stationed  at  the  little  province  remained  passive  spectators  or  came  out 
carrying  place,  under   Lieut.    Robinson   25   went   down  to  fort   :   l^^^ldly  and  defiantly  On  the  side  of  the  king  and  Pallia- 

ment,  and  botli  by  words  and  deeds  opposed  the  sons 

The  Revolutionary  War. — From  in  or  near  the  '.  of  liberty  in  their  efforts  to  break  the  shackles  of 
year   1755   to   1775   the  local   militia  of  the  town  of  j  bondage. 

Middleboro'  (including  what  is  now  Lakeville)  re-  To  meet  the  exigencies  of  this  occasion,  the  Revo- 
maincd  embodied  and  organized  as  four  compauies,  lutionary  patriots  at  Middleboro',  as  eUewlicrc,  set 
officially  designated  and  generally  known  as  First,  about  raising  and  organi'zing  military  associations 
Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Foot  Compauies  of  Mid-  that  were  called  "  minute-men,"  from  the  fact  that 
dleboio'.  I  each  member  agreed  to  respond  to  the  country's  call 

Companies  in  the  local  militia  at  that  date  consisted  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  these  companies  of  minute- 
of  able-bodied  white  male  citizens  from  the  age  of  uien  throughout  Plymoutli  County  wore  embodied  as 
sixteen  to  that  of  sixty  years,  and  the  geographical  a  regiment  of  minute-men,  armed,  equipped,  drilled, 
limits  of  eacli  company  was  permanently  fixed  by  ,  auJ  disciplined,  and  being  mainly  coiupused  of  young 
well-defined  metes  and  bounds  as  much  as  those  of'  nien,  was  doubtless  the  most  effective  reginieiu  at  that 
parishes  and  school  districts.  time  existing  in  the  county. 

The  militia  of  Middleboro',  from  the  date  of  the  Three  of  these   companies  of  "  minute-men  "  were 

incorporation    of   Plymouth    County,  viz.,    June    2,     raised  in  Middleboro',  and  promptly  responded  at  the 
1685,   to   1775,  a   period   of  some   ninety  years,  re-     "Lexington  alarm,"  April  I'J,  1775. 
maincd  as  a  part  of  the  First  Regiment  in  that  county,  The    names   of  the  officers  and   soldiers   ol'  those 

and  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  American     three  companies  then  called  into  actual  service  were 
Revolution  the  officers  holding  military  commissions     as  follows  : 
at  Middleboro'  were  as  follows  : 

J/iyor  o/  i^iVs/:  ./?<-^i'me;i<,  Ebenezcr  Sproutt.  FIllST   COMPANY  OF   MINUTE-MEN. 

Firat  Conipdiii/,  Nathaniel  Wood,  captain.  Curawi'.sioi.eci  UJuirt. 

StcondCompaiui,  Nathaniel  Smith,  captain  ;  Nehc- 

.    ,      ,  ,,         ,.  ,  ,,  ,  T^  .  William  Shaw,  capt.  Win.  Thom|.son,  uns. 

miah  Allen,  lieutenant ;  and  Samuel  Barrows,  ensign.  j^^^^^  jj^^^„^_  j^  _  ,5^^^ 

Third  Company,  Benjamin  White,  captain.  |  

Fourth  Company,  William  Canedy,  captain;  John 
»T   I  ..      .  ,  1  The  Governor  of  Massnehuaetts  was  then  as  now  ex  ujftdn 

Nelson,  lieutenant.  ,     •      ,  •  r    r   i     i      i      i  ,     • 

captain-general  and  commandor-in-chief  ot  the  local  militia  in 

That   all    holding    commissions    in    the    local  militia  ^^^^  ^,^^^  province,  but  now  State  of  Massachusetts.     The  gov- 

did  not  respond  at  the  country's   first   cry  of  distress,   I  emor  could  revoke  a  military  commission  at  his  own  pleasure, 

at    what     has    come    generally    to    be    known    as    the:  but  he  could  nut  thus  annul  or  cancel  a  civil  commis.-iou  with- 

,,  I       .       .          .1         >•    /  A       -I     in     ^'^^^^.\     ■       „  _I     .  ,  i  out  the  concurrence  and  aid  of  bis  council.     Thus  were  Whigs 

"  Le.\.ington  Alarm     (April    19,   1(75),   is    perliaps  .      ,     ,         ,.  ■                 ■        .     .u    i      i 

"                             ^     "^                              /            r           r      I  gjjgt,.^   unceremoniously   from   their  commissions   in   the  local 

less  remarkable  than  that  any  of  those  persons  did  in  i  ^.^y^^.^^  ^^j  .^.^^-^^^  by  Governor  Thomas  Hutchinson,  made  to 

view  of  the  pains  that  had  been  taken  to  have  all  such   |  supply  their  places,  in  response,  as   ho  said,  to  the  c.Kiire^.aed 

commissions  conferred  upon  and  held  by  Tories.  '  "desire  of  the  Uouaa  of  llepresentatives." 
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^^on-Cominimiioned  Oj/icern. 
Duviil  Tboioad.  Jub  Huadiill,  coip. 

EbcQczcr  Cubb  (2J).  John  Soulu,  corp. 

Juiiie:)  Soiith,  sergt,  Peter  Butes^  corp. 

Culeb  Bryant,  sergt.  James  Cobb,  curp. 

Miiaiciaiia. 
Sylv.  Raymond,  drummer.  Samuel  Torrey,  fifer. 

Privates. 

Samuel  Raymond  (-d), 
Elipbalut  Tliouiaa. 
Sylvanu:!  Itenuett  (3d). 
Josepb  Tbomos, 
William  Lo  Buron. 
John  Perkins. 
Joseph  Sliaw. 
Joshua  Eddy. 
Seth  Eddy. 
Joseph  Chamberlaia. 
Ebooozer  Beonett. 
Ebeoezer  Briggs  (3d). 
Asa  Burrows. 
BeDJamia  Barden. 
Jacob  Thomas. 
Nathan  Darling. 
John  Sampson. 
Thumus  Sliuw. 
Jupctb  Lti  Baron. 
Abiezer  Le  Baron. 
Joseph  Bennett. 

AusTitACT. — Captain,  1;  lieutenant,  t;  ensign,  1  ;  sergeants, 
;  corpoi-ald,  4  ;   musicians,  2;  private  soldiers,  42  :   total,  55. 

SECOND   COMPANY   OF   MINUTE-MEN. 
Commiiiaioued  Oj/icera. 
Isaat:  Wood,  capt.  Abram  Tuwnsend,  ens. 

Cornelius  Tinkbam,  lieut. 


Elisba  Thomas. 
Nelsou  Finney. 
Lemuel  Ilarluw. 
Isaac  Thumpson. 
Edmund  Wood,  Jr. 
Zenasi  Cushmau. 
Joseph  Pratt. 
Pbineas  Thomas. 
Caleb  Thompson,  Jr. 
Elisha  Paddock. 
Nalhan  Bennett. 
John  Soule,  2d. 
Gideon  Cobb. 
Eliakim  Burlofr. 
Epliraim  Cushman, 
Barnabas  Cushman. 
leliubod  Benson. 
ICbeuezer  Raymond. 
Suluiiiou  Raymond. 
Thomas  Bates. 
Aba  Benson. 


Non-  Commiaaioned 
Abncr  Bourne,  sergt. 
Joseph  Ilolmea,  sergt. 
John  Benson,  sergt. 
William  Harlow,  sergt. 

Muaiciixna, 
Peregrine    White,    drum- 
mer. 


O^icera. 

Samuel  Wood,  corp. 
Foxel  Thomas,  corp. 
Abner  Nelson,  corp. 
Joseph  Churchill,  corp, 

Seth  Fuller,  fifer. 


Privates, 


Robert  Sproutt. 
George  Sampson. 
Josiah  Harlow. 
Gershom  Foster. 
Ebeuczer  Kims. 
Consider  Barden. 
Consider  Fuller. 
John  Barrows. 
John  Townsend,  Jr. 
Gideon  Southvvorth. 
John  Smith  (-Id). 
Samuel  Wood,  Jr. 
Elisha  Clark. 
Abruhaui  Purris. 
Noah  Holmes  (2d), 
Ebenezer  Barrows,  Jr. 
Elislm  Peircc. 
Abisbai  Sampson. 


Samuel  Ransom. 
James  Peiroe. 
Job  Smith. 
Seth  Sampson. 
Levi  Peirce. 
George  Williamson. 
Abiel  Chase. 
John  Tinkbam,  Jr. 
Nathaniel  Holmes  (3d). 
Peleg  Hathaway. 
Peter  Hoar, 
Andrew  Cole. 
Aaron  Cary. 
Bartlctt  Handy. 
Arodi  Peirce. 
John  Hotloway. 
James  Ashley. 
Levi  Jones. 


Samuel  Barrows. 
Peter  Miller. 
George  Thomas. 
Thomas  Wood  (2d). 
Eb.  Uowland. 
Modes  Sampson. 
Daniel  Tiokham. 
Elisha  Rider. 
Isaac  Cushman. 
Abraham  Shaw. 
Samuel  Muxum. 
James  Shaw. 


Jotham  Caswell. 
William  Read  (3d). 
Ephraim  Reynolds. 
Jonathan  Hall. 
Josepli    llathavfay. 
Samuel  Parri:^. 
Ebenezcr   Hinds. 
Philip  Hathaway. 
Isaac  Hathaway. 
John  Townsend. 
Henry  Peirce. 


AusTUACT. — Captain,  1;  lieutenant,  1  ;  ensign,  I  ;  sergeants, 
4  ;  corporals,  4  ;   musicians,  2  ;   private  soldiers,  JU  :   total,  72. 

THIRD  COMPANY  OF  MINUTE-MEN. 
Comiuiaaioned  0_^cera. 
Amos  Wade,  capt.  Lemuel  Wood,  ensign. 

Archipud  Cole,  lieut. 

Non'Oommiaaioned  Ojftcera, 
Isaac  Perkins,  sergt.  Jogeph  Tupper,  sergt. 

Ichabud  Churchill,  sergt.  luaiah  Keith,  corp. 

Isaac  Shaw,  sergt.  Lot  Eatou,  corp. 

Muaicians. 


John  Shaw,  drummer. 

Zebulon  Vaughn. 
Abner  Pratt. 
Nathan  Pratt. 
Joseph  Leonard  (5th). 
Elnathan  Wood. 
Joseph  Hathaway. 
Michael  Leonard. 
David  AVeston. 
Samuel  Pratt. 
William  Fuller. 
James  Keith. 
Silos  Leonard. 
Stephen  Robinson. 
Daniel  Hills. 
Stephen  Richmond. 
Lazarus  Hathaway. 
Peter  Tinkham. 
Thomas  Harlow. 


Privates. 


Daniel  White,  fifcr, 

John  Drake. 
Levi  Hathaway. 
Moses  Leonard. 
Solomon  Howard. 
Nathaniel  Richmond. 
Jonathan   Washburn. 
Thomas  Cobb. 
Edmund  Richmoud. 
Seth  Richmond. 
Asa  Richmond. 
Joseph  Leonard  (3d). 
Solomon  Reals. 
Jonathan   Richmoud. 
Zephaniah  Shaw. 
Elijah  Alden. 
Joseph  Clark. 
Benjamin  HafTerd. 


AD9TRACT. — Captain,  1 ;  lieutenant,  1  ;  ensign,  1 ;  sergeants^ 
4;  corporals,  2;  musicians,  2:  private  soldiers,  .16:  total,  4tJ. 

Recaimtulation. — First  Company,  55;  Second  Company, 
72  ;  and  Third  Company,  4ft:  totol,  173. 

This  force  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  men 
from  Middleboro'  that,  as  a  part  of  Plymouth  County 
regiment  of  minute-men,  promptly  responded  to  the 
couutry^s  *•  first  call,"  reduced  by  juat  that  number 
the  *^rank  and  file"  of  the  four  standing  couipauies 
of  local  militia  in  the  town,  so  that  had  all  which 
still  remained  in  those  companies  been  agreed  in  the 
effort  to  resist  kingly  authority  and  mustered  for  the 
defense  of  liberty,  their  number  would  have  been 
comparatively  small ;  but  all  who  remained  of  those 
eompaaiea  were  not  united  in  patriotic  principles,  thua 
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rendering  the  effective  force  of  those  companies  still 
smaller. 

And  yet  an  effort  was  made  to  bring  out  the  local 
militia  of  Middleboro'  on  the  ever-memorable  19th  of 
April,  1775,  and  unite  that  body  with  the  minute- 
men  in  resisting  royalty,  which  effort  was  attended 
with  results  as  follows  : 

First  Company  of  the  local  militia  of  Middleboro', 
that  responded  at  the  Lexington  alarm,  April  19, 
1775: 

Coinmistiioned  Ojjicera. 
Nathaniel  Wood,  cupt.  Joseph  Smitli  (2il),  ens. 

Amus  Washburn,  liuut. 

Non-Commisaioned  Ojficera. 
Zobedee  Sproutt,  sergt.  Jobu  Pickens,  corp. 


Jesse  Vaughuu,  sergt. 
Ebenezer  Thomas,  aergt. 
Barney  Cobb,  aergt. 

Zebedee  Pratt,  drummer. 


Amod  Wood,  corp. 
Joseph  Ellis,  curp. 
Solomon  Dunhuui,  corp. 


AVilliam  Clapp,  tifer. 


PrivuteH, 


Caleb  Thompson. 
William  Beunutt. 
Nathan  Wood. 
Seth  Miller. 
Ephraim  Thomas,  Jr. 
William  AriQstroDg. 
Isaac  Bryant. 
Israel  Kickard. 
Eiisha  Cox. 
William  Raymond. 
Joseph  Uedtling. 
John  Darling. 
Ebenezur  Smith. 
James  Thomas. 
Perez  Thomas. 
Andrew  Cushman. 
Micah  Leach. 
William  Wood. 
David  Shaw. 
John  Ilaekett. 


ZurashaUa  Palmer. 
Qcorge  Kichmuud. 
George  Leonard. 
Eleazer  Thomas. 
Samuel  Pickens,  Jr. 
Joseph  Vaughau,  Jr. 
Benjamin  Leonard. 
Nathan  Leonard. 
Jacob  Miller. 
Nathaniel  Thompson. 
Jonathan  Sampson. 
Jonathan  Uyder. 
Samuel  Itaymund. 
Solomon  Thomas. 
Seth  Peircc. 
Caleb  Tinkham. 
Joseph  Richmond,  Jr. 
Samuel  Rickard. 
David  Vaughan. 
Edmund  Wood. 


AiiSTnACT. — Captain,  1;   lieutenant,  1;  ensign,  I  ;  sergeants, 
4;  corporals,  4;  musicians,  2;  private  soldiers,  4U  :  total,  53. 

Second  Company  in  the  Local  Militia  of  Mid- 
dleboro*.— To  put  this  company  in  a  condition  to 
respond  at  the  Lexington  alarm  wu:i  attended  with 
considerable  difficulty,  as  neither  of  its  commissioned 
officers  ut  that  date  would  so  far  commit  himself  as  to 
lead  this  company  to  fight  for  liberty,  and  hence  officers 
had  to  be  selected  to  supply  their  places,  and  in  doing 
which  the  choice  for  a  commander  fell  upon  Capt.  Abiel 
Peirce,  a  veteran  officer  of  the  Frencli  and  Indian  war. 

The  Second  Company,  when  it,  with  the  "  embat- 
tled farmers,  stood  and  fired  the  shot  heard  round  the 
world,"  was  officered  by  and  consisted  of  the  follow- 
iug-named  persons: 


Commitmioned  Ojjivens. 
Abiel  Peirce,  capt.  Benj.  Darling,  cn=ign. 

Joseph  Macomber,  lieut. 

NoH- Coiiiinissi'uned  Oj/icem. 
Josiah  Smith,  sergt.  Bachellor  Bennett,  corp. 

Richard  Peirce,  sergt.  Jeddediah  Lyon,  corp. 

Eliaa  Milter,  Jr.,  sergt.  Samuel  Eddy,  corp. 

Job  Macomber,  sergt.  John  Bly,  corp. 

MuHiciaiiH. 
Caleb  Simmons,  drummer.  Nathauiol  FoiittT,  fifer. 

Privtitea. 

Job  Peirce.  Jolin  Fry. 

Samuel  Hoar.  John  Douglas,  Jr. 

David  Thomaa  (2d).  Ebenezer  L.  Bennett. 

Michael  Moaher.  Samuel  Miller. 
Jerise  Pratt.                                      -    Isaac  Canedy. 

Jacob  Ilayford.  Daniel  Reynolds. 

Job  Hunt.  Rufus  Weston. 

Henry  Bishop.  Ziba  Eaton. 

Consider  Howland.  Isaac  Miller. 

Noah  Clark.  Nehemiuh  Peirce. 

Cornelius  Uoskins.  Samuel  Bennett. 

John  Rogers.  Joshua  Thomas. 

Lebbeus  Simmons.  Calvin  Johnson. 

Caleb  Wood.  Joshua  Read. 

John  Booths.  Cryspus  Shaw. 

Ithamer  Haskins.  Jauies  Willi?. 

John  Reynolds.  Sylvanus  Churcliill. 

Nathaniel  Macomber.  Samuel  Macomber. 

Levi  Jonea.  Richard  Omey. 

Joaiah  Smith,  Jr.  Israel  Tliom&s. 

Malachi  liowland,  Jr.  Ichabud  Read. 

Zachariah  Paddot'k,  Jr.  Samuel  Ranaom, 

Rufus  Howland.  Daniel  Jueket. 
Sylvanus  Perrington. 
AusTBACT. — Captain,  1;   lieuteuaut,  I;   ensign,  I  ;  sergeants, 
4;  corporals,  4;  musioiami,  2;  private  soldiers,  47:  total,  GU. 

Thus  it  appears  from  strictly  reliable  evidence  that 
upon  that  ever-memorable  day  when  the  blood  of 
murdered  freemen  wet  the  sods  of  Lexington  and 
Concord,  and,  like  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel,  cried 
for  vengeance  from  the  ground,  the  ancient  town  of 
Middleboro',  then  embracing  the  present  township  of 
Lakeville,  seni  five  companies  to  the  field  (if  bloody 
strife,  the  numbers  of  which  the  present  dwellers  in 
those  towns  have  reason  to  be  proud  of,  and  that  the 
same  may  hereafter  be  readily  referred  to  and  easily  re- 
membered, we  present  a  condensed  abstract  in  tabular 
form  : 

Minute-Men.  Commls-  Non-Com-       I'r.-  T^tul. 

aionud.     mioaioiieil.     vuteti. 

First  Company 3  10  42  bb 

Second  Company 3  10  6'J  72 

Third  Company 3  S  35  4*i 

Local  Militia: 

First  Company 3  10  40  53 

Second  Company 3  lu  47  bO 

ToUl  15  4a  223  2SC 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Wood,  who  led  the  first  company 
in  the  local  militia  of  Middleboro'  in   the  field  ut  the 
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"Lexington  Alarm,"  April  19,  1775,  raised  a  com-  i 
pany  for  Col.  Siiueon  Carey's  regiment  in  the  patriots'  i 
army,  auJ  was  put  upon  duty  in  Roxbury.  The  in-  I 
spection-roll  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Wood's  company,  I 
April  1,  1770,  bore  the  foliowiug  names: 

Commiaaiuned    Oj^cere. 


Nathaniel  Wood,  capt. 
Joseph  Tupper,  lieut. 

\on-Comininitioned 

Ciileb  Bryant,  sergt. 
Andrew  McCuUy,  sergt. 
Willium  Bennett,  aergt. 
Jo=i;ph  Holmes,  sergt. 

Mnsiciana. 


Sylvanud  Raymond,  drum- 
mer. 


Job  Pierce,  2d  lieut. 
Je^se  Vaugban,  ens. 

Oj/icers. 

Benjamin  Ueed,  corp. 
Josiab  Jones,  corp. 
John  Sampson,  corp. 
Nathaniel  Sampson,  corp. 

Daniel  White,  lifer. 


privates. 


Joseph  Aldrich. 
Philip  Austin. 
Isaac  Bryant. 
Stephen  Bryant. 
Ebcnezor  Bennett. 
Ebenezer  Barden. 
David  Bates. 
Benjamin  Cobb. 
Gideon  Cusbman. 
Robert  Cushman. 
Abel  Cole. 
Abel  Cole,  Jr. 
Jam(--8  Cubb. 
George  Caswell. 
Jonathan  Caswell. 
Zeb.  Cufiwell. 
George  Clemens. 
Nathan  Darling. 
Paul  Deao. 
Ephraim  Dunham. 
Sylvanus  Eaton. 
Zibe  Eatun. 
Thuiiias  Ellis. 
Ephraim  Eddy. 
Andrew  Fuller. 
Thomas  Foster. 
Edward  Gisby. 
John  Holmes. 

George . 

Joshua  Howland. 
John  Jones. 
Consider  Jones. 
Thomas  Jubnson. 
Jonathan  Murse. 


John  Macomber. 
William  Pecker. 
John  Raymond. 
Samuel  Raymond. 
Isaao  Rider. 
Nathan  Richmond. 
Daniel  Shaw. 
Nathaniel  Shaw. 
Aaron  Simmons. 
Josiah  Smith. 
Ezra  Smith. 
James  Soule. 
Barnabas  Sampson. 
John  Strowbridge. 
George  Strowbridge. 
Samuel  Thatcher. 
Samuel  Thatcher,  Jr. 
Eliph.  Thomas. 
Eleazer  Thomas. 
David  Thomas. 
Benjamin  Thumos. 
Silas  Townscad. 
John  Thomas. 
Amos  Wood. 
Peter  Wood. 
Abner  Vaugban. 
Ephraim  Wood. 
Robert  Wood. 
Jacob  Wood. 
Samuel  Wood. 
David  Shaw. 
Tboaia^i  Shaw. 
Andrew  Warren. 


AusTKACT.  —  Comuiissionod  officers,  4  ;  non-commissioned 
othcers,  8;  musicians,  2  ;  private  soldiers,  67  :  total  strength 
or  available  lurce,  81. 

Capt.  Abiel  Peirce,  who  led  the  second  company 
of  the  local  militia  on  the  occasion  known  as  the 
"  Lexington  Alarm,'*  soon  after  raised  a  company  for 
Col.  Nicholas  Dike's  regiment  in  the  patriot  army, 
and  Wits  placed  on  duty  near  Boston. 

Capt.  Peirce*8  company  was  raised  at  large  in  the 


towns  of  Abiugton,  Bridgewater,  and  Waiehaui,  and 
numbered  in  rank  and  file  aixty-uine  officers  and  riol- 
diers.  The  names  of  those  furnished  by  the  town  of 
IMiddleboro'  were  as  follows : 

CommiiiaioneU  Oj/ivcr. 
Abiel  Peirce,  capt. 
Non-Commi»»ioned  0(^cerii. 
Josiah  Harlow,  sergt,  James  Peirce,  cor]). 

Privateit, 
Joseph  Booth.  Nathan  Peirce. 

William  Bryant.  John  Redding. 

Ebeoezer  Borden.  Joseph  Riehiuund. 

James  Bump.  Benjamiu  KeynoMs. 

Isaac  Ballinton.  Samuel  Snow. 

Ichabod  Cushman.  Jacob  Sherman. 

John  Fry.  Ichabod  Wood. 

Nathan  Hoskins.  Andrew  Warren. 

Jonathan  Leonard.  Abner  Wjishburn. 

Timothy  Leonard.  Solomon  Thomas. 

John  Harlow.  Japhet  Le  Baron. 

Upon  the  occasion  still  known  as  the  '*  Rhode 
Island  Alarm,"  in  December,  177G,  Middlcboro'  con- 
tributed  toward  the  defense  of  Rhode  Island  by  send- 
inf  to  the  «iid  of  the  patriots  of  that  section  the  com- 
panies hereafter  enumerated  : 

FIRST   COMPANY   OF    INFANTRY. 

Commimi tolled  Oj/iceri. 

Jonah  Washburn,  Uout.  James  Smith,  2d  lieut. 

NoH'CommUtioned  Oj/i'-erti, 
Joseph  Smith,  sergt.  Ebonezer  Pratt,  corp. 

Fruncis  Thompson,  sergt.  Benjamin  Cobb,  corp. 

Caleb  Bryant,  aergt.  Ebenezer  Vuughan,  corp. 

Isaac  Thomas,  sergt.  Nathaniel  Wood,  corp. 

Jacob  Thomas,  sergt. 

Muaiciaut. 
Sylvanus  Raymond,  drum-  Francis  Bent,  fifcr. 


Privattn, 


Samuel  Smith, 
Ebenezer  Cobb. 
Jacob  Tliompson. 
Silas  Tinkham. 
William  Thompson. 
John  MuFarlin. 
Isaao  Soule. 
Nathan  Darling. 
Jacob  Soule. 
Abiel  Leach. 
Ebenezer  Bennett. 
John  Cobb. 
Zeoas  Cushman. 
Luther  Redding. 
Nathaniel  Billingtoo. 
Samuel  Raymond. 
John  Raymond. 
John  Soule. 
Ephraim  Thomas. 
Jacob  Miller. 
Daniel  Thomas. 
Joseph  Cushman. 


Ichabod  Cubhman. 
Robert  Cushmun. 
Samuel  Torrey. 
Jonathan  Porter. 
Thomas  Foster. 
Jesse  Vaugliun. 
Sylvanus  Uarlow. 
Thomas  Ellis. 
Charles  Ellis,  Jr. 
Samuel  Eddy,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  Briggs. 
Joseph  Briggs. 
Daniel  Ellis. 
Willard  Thomas. 
Samuel  Snow. 
John  Redding. 
James  Tinkham. 
James  Soulu. 
Elkanah  Bennett. 
Solomon  Tliomus. 
Noah  Tbomaa. 
Ephraim  Wood. 
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Jub  Thoojufl. 
John  Porkiii?. 
Jacob  Thompson. 
Joseph  Holmes. 
EUwiirJ  Wooil,  Jr. 
GiUeoo  Cobb. 
Nathan  Cubb. 
Eliiha  Freeiuao. 
Job  Ruiitiall. 
Elisba  Cox. 

AusTitACT. — Commissioned  oUicers,  2  ;  nuQ-commissioned  ofli- 
ceia,  'J ;   luusiciaus,  2 ;   private  iolditrs,  64  :   total,  77. 


Btinjamin  Thomas. 
Kli^ba  Tliumud. 
Cyrus  Keitli. 
Thomas  Bates. 
William  Soule. 
Charles  Ellis. 
ZacbariaU  haddock. 
Isaac  Thompson. 
Apollos  Padduck. 
Joseph  Ellis. 


THIRD   COMPANY   OF    INFANTRY. 

Commiaeioned   Ojpcers. 

William  Tupper,  capt.  Juhn  Murdock,  lieut. 

yoii-Coiniiiiatiioudl  Oj/ict^rn. 


Abner  Pratt,  corp. 
Joseph  Leonard,  corp. 
Peter  Tinkham,  corp. 


Jesso  Bryant. 
Epliraim  Wood. 
Ebenezer  Williams,  Jr. 
Zebadce  Pratt. 
Joseph  Burden. 
Ebenczcr  Wuud. 
Joseph  Leonard. 
Joseph   Rumpus. 
Samuel  Keed. 
Juse[>h  Bates. 
William   Cobb. 
William  Cushman. 
Philip  Leonard. 
Pliineas  Pratt. 
Ezra  Tupper. 
Elisha  Tinkbam. 


John  Allen. 
Samuel  Parris. 
John  Haskins. 
Joshua  Caswell. 
William  Canedy. 
Noble  Cunudy. 
Gcuryo  Pcirce. 
Benjamin  Reynolds. 
Ephraim  Reynolds. 
Lebbeua  Simmons. 
Juhn  Boothu,  Jr. 


Samuel   Eaton,  sergt. 
Nathaniel  Wilder,  sergt. 
Benjamin  Leonard,  sergt. 
Sylvanus  Warren,  sergt. 

Privattu. 

Thcophilus  Crocker. 
David  Watson. 
Jurepli  Bumpus. 
Perez  Leonard. 
Elnathan  Wood. 
Ziba  Eaton. 
Jabcz  Cushinan. 
Zephaniah  Morton. 
Mieah  Bryant. 
Lemuel  Wood. 
Benjamin  Darling. 
Benjamin  \Vhite. 
Cornelius  Ellis. 
Jcpthah  Ripley. 
Isaiah  Washburn. 
Archipas  Cole. 

AliSTUACT. — Commissioned  officers,  2;  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, 7;  private  soldiers,  32  :  total,  41. 

FOURTH    COMPANY   OF   INFANTRY. 

Commiaaioned    Oj/iceia. 
Job  Peirce,  capt.  Samuel  Hoar,  2d  lieut. 

Josiah  Smith,  lieut. 

Xon-Comutiaaioned   Ojicers, 

Ebenezer  Hinds,  sergt.  Enoa  Raymond,  sergt. 

Abraham  Peirce,  sergt.  Seth  lUmsdell,  corp. 

Ezra  Clark,  sergt. 

Masiciiin, 

Roger  Clark,  drummer. 

Privatea. 
Henry  Peirce. 
Isaac  Howland. 
Enoa  Peirce. 
James  Peirce. 
I&auc  Parris. 
Stephen  Hathaway. 
Pluses  Parris. 
John  Hinds. 
Braddock  Hour, 
.^bie)  Chase. 
Zebadeo  Bootho. 


Eseek  Howlaod.  Juhn  Douglas. 

Seth  Keen. 

Abstract. — Commissioned  officers,  3;  non-commissiuned  offi- 
cers, 5;  mu.sioian,  1 ;  private  soldiers,  2J  :  total,  34. 

FIFTH  COMPANY    OF    INFANTRY. 

Cotnmiaaioued   0jfi<:tr9. 

Consider  Benson,  lieut.  Sylvanus  Cubb,  lieut. 


George  Shaw,  sergt. 
Phineas  Thomas,  sergt. 


Non-  Com  lit  iaeiimed  Oj/iceia. 

Beiiuua  Lu 


curp. 


Privalet, 


Roland  Benson. 
Asa  Benson. 
David  Bates. 
Josiah  Bryant. 
John  Clark. 
Japhet  Lebaron. 
Elijah  Lebaron. 
Joseph  Lovell. 
Thomas  Shaw. 
Elcazar  Thomas. 


Seth  Thomas. 
Sylvanus  Thuinas. 
Janiu:i  Uiiyniond. 
Stephen   Ru^.'cll. 
Stephen  Washburn. 
John  Bennett. 
Ebenezer  Cobb. 
Samuel  Haekett. 
William  Raymond. 
Mark  Shaw. 


Abstract. — Commissioned  officers,  2;  non-commii^ioucd  offi- 
cers, 3;   private  soldiers,  20;  total,  25. 

CoDcerniu^  the  part  thut  the  town  of  MiJJlcLoro', 
in  December^  1776,  took  in  the  attempt  to  defend 
Rhode  Island  from  British  agj^rcssion,  it  is  advibuble 
and  proper  liere  to  state  that  in  the  early  part  of  tliat 
year  all  the  local  militia  of  the  towiib  of  MiJdleboro', 
Rochester,  and  Warehara  were  fuimcd  into  a  regi- 
ment, of  which  the  field-officers  were  as  follows: 
Ebenezer  Sproutt,  of  Middleboro',  colonel ;  Ebenezer 
White,  of  Rochester,  Heutenaut-colonel ;  Israel  Fear- 
in;^,  of  Wareham,  senior  major,  and  Juhn  Nelson,  of 
Middleboro'  (tliat  part  now  Lakevillej,  junior  major. 

Middleboro'  at  that  time  had  ei;^lit  cuinpanies  of 
local  militia,  Rochester  probably  had  four  companies, 
and  Wareham  two,  and  doubtless  all  these  fourteen 
companies  were  in  December,  177G,  ordered  to  assist 
temporarily  in  the  defense  of  Rhode  Island,  but  how 
well  these  responded  to  that  call  may  reasonably  be 
inferred  from  a  letter  that  Senior  Maj.  Israel  Fearing 
addressed  to  Col.  Ebenezer  Sproutt,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  :* 


1  Junior  Major  John  Nelson  mode  a  copy  of  this  letter  that 
Senior  Major  Israel  Fearing,  from  the  rej^imental  hcudquarters 
at  Fogland  Ferry,  addreasett  to  Col.  Ebt-nezer  SprouLt,  in  his 
safe  quarters  at  home,  whieU  copy  Maj.  Nelson  attested  us  bein;^ 
true.  That  attested  copy  ia  in  the  possession  of  the  writer  of 
this  historic  sketch,  as  also  some  other  but  ori>;inal  writin;;s 
ofhcially  rendered  in  that  camp  at  Foglaiid  Ferry,  severely  criti- 
cising the  conduct  of  some  of  those  stay-at-liomo  field  ollicers ; 
and  in  one  return  from  Lieut.  Jonah  ^Vashburn  concerning 
"missing  men,"  he  said  that  be  did  not  know  \vhc(hcr  tlicso 
were  dead,  or  had  deserted,  or  gone  home  to  add  to  the  scare  of 
the  colonel. 
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*'  iIfc:AI>QUARTKRS    FoURTII    REGIMENT, 

"  FoGLAND  Feuuy*»  16th  of  Dec,  1776. 

*'  Sin, — Inconseiiuence  of  your  orders  the  Towns  of  Rochester 
and  Warcliam  have  mustered  the  whole  of  their  militiiry  and 
marched  them  accordingly  to  the  place  required  by  you. 

*' Bein^  actuated  by  the  mo^t  generous  and  noble  motives, 
the  £nid  Towns  are  generally  turned  out  to  the  aabistanee  of 
their  St.^tcr  State. 

"  But  to  my  surprise  I  found  the  several  Companies  from 
your  Town  oSicered  in  part,  but  almost  entirely  destitute  of 
Suldier!<. 

"  One  whole  Company  have  .juitted  their  post  without  pay- 
ing any  regard  to  the  orders  of  Col.  Cook,  the  commander 
here. 

"  ilul  what  is  still  more  surprising  to  me,  I  found  myself  ob- 
liged tu  take  the  cmiimaud  of  the  Regiment,  which,  consider- 
ing my  abilities,  is  anluuus  and  disagreeable,  and  wliich  I  de- 
terminc  to  avail  of  if  you  or  Col.  White  do  not  appear  to  take 
the  command  of. 

'  **  We  are  amazingly  in  waut  of  men  to  guard  this  coast, 
therefore  most  seriously  desire  you  to  send  your  whole  military 
force  froiu  Middleborough  immediately. 

*•  I  have  wrote  Col.  White  to  send  the  other  part  of  the  Regi- 
ment. 

''  If  any  person  hereafter  return  home  without  a  furlow,  I 
hope  you  will  send  them  back  to  their  duty. 

*'  Your  humble  Servant,  etc., 

"  Israel  Fkarisg, 

*'  Major,'* 

Maj.  Fearing  did  not  say  that  the  "  one  whole 
company  that  had  quitted  their  post  without  paying 
any  regard  to  Col.  Cook,  the  commander,"  were  Mid- 
dleboro'  men,  but  the  intimation  that  tliey  were  is 
certainly  strong,  and  even  if  so  only  live  of  the  then 
eight  companies  of  the  local  militia  of  Middleboro' 
reported  for  duty,  and  but  four  of  those  five  remained  j 
to  perform  that  duty.  I 

The  [>ay-ro!ls  at  the  State-House  in  Boston  show  | 
that  tlie  only  field-ofEcers  of  this  Fourth  Regiment  I 
present  and  doing  duty  in  Rhode  Island  upon  the 
occasion  known  as  the  "  Rhode  Island  alarm"  in  De-  I 
cember,  1776,  were  Senior  Maj.  Israel  Fearing,  of  | 
Wareham,  and  Junior  Maj.  John  Nelson,  of  what 
was  then  Middleboro*,  but  now  Lakeville. 

In  a  company  raised  by  Capt.  Levi  Rounseville,  of 
Freetown,  for  the  Ninth  Regiment,  in  what  was  then 
probably  denominated  the  Massachusetts  army,  Mid- 
dleboro' furnished  the  followiug-named  officers  and 
soldiers : 

Commitmioned  Oj)iceT. 

Henry  Peirce,  lieut. 

Non-CominiH»ioned  Oj/icert. 

Joseph  Macombcr,  sergt.  Hilkiah  Peircc,  corp. 

Job  Hunt,  sergt.  Richard  Peirce,  corp. 

David  Trowant,  bergt. 

Mitaiciau. 

Leonard  Uinds,  drummer. 

Privatea, 


William  Armstrong. 
Joiieph  Boolhe. 


Anthony  Fry. 
Levi  Simmons. 


Ephraim  Douglas.  Nathan  Trowant. 

Henry  Evans. 

In  the  early  part  of  1777  a  company  from  Middle- 
boro' was  sent  into  service  at  Rhode  Island,  of  which 
the  names  of  officers  and  soldiers  were  as  follows : 

Commisnioned  0_^cera. 

Henry  Peirce,  capt.  George  Shaw,  ensign. 
Peter  Uoar,  lieut. 

Noii-Conimis^ioued  OJJlcers  and  Muviviuna. 

.Amasa  Wood.  William  Hall. 

Joscpli  Wood.  James  LcBaron. 

Daniel  Ellis.  Nathaniel  Cole. 

Koland  Leonard.  Israel  Eaton. 

George  Uacket.  Haziel  I'urrinton. 

Privates. 

Churchill  Thomas.  Ebcnezer  Huwland. 

Jeremiah  Tinkham.  Juatah  Kingman. 

Andrew  Cobb.  Jacob  Perkins. 

Samuel  Sampson.  Luther  Pratt. 

James  Palmer.  Seth  Wade. 

Elijah  Shaw.  Noah  Haskell. 

David  Fish.  Lemuel  Uayniond. 

Jacob  Soule.  Manaasah  Wood. 

Haziel  Tinkham.  Francis  LeBaron. 

Jabez  Vaughan.  Asaph  Churchill. 

Samuel  Barrows.  Samuel  Thomas. 

Joseph  Bennett.  Niitbauiel  Thomas. 

John  Morton.  Edward  Washburn. 

John  Morton  (2d).  William  BIy. 

Roland  Smith.  Joseph  Maconiber. 

HouQseville  Peirce.  Lemuel  Briggs. 

Peter  Thomas.  Jonathan  Wesgate. 

Edmund  Weston.  Ephraim  Dunham. 

Joseph  Tapper,  Ibaac  Harluw. 

Lemuel  Lyon.  Nathaniel  Cobb. 

William  Littlejohn.  Andrew  llicket. 

Daniel  Cox.  Jonathan  Porter. 

Thoiuna  Pratt.  James  Porter. 

David  Pratt.  .lamc.-^  Spruutt. 

Abiel  Bootho.  John  Thro^hor. 
Aqstiiact. — Commissioned    officers,    3  ;     non-commissioned 
othcers  and  musicians,  10  ;  private  soldiers,  60  :   total,  G3. 

In  what  was  called  the  '*  Secret  FiXpedition'*  to 
Rhode  Island,  in  1777,  Capt.  Job  Peirce  led  a  com- 
pany of  Middleboro'  men  that  numbered,  in  officers 
and  soldiers,  ninety-two ;  but  as  these  have  beeu 
given,  both  their  names,  ranks,  and  relative  stations, 
in  tl»e  history  of  Lakeville,  the  reader  is  referred 
thereto  for  the  more  minute  particulars. 

Capt.  William  Tupper  also  had  a  company  on  duty 
at  Rhode  Island  in  May  and  June,  1777. 

Names  of  men  enlisted  for  six  months  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1777: 


Joshua  Wood. 
Francis  Wood. 
Ezra  Thomas. 
James  Cobb. 
Sylvanus  Raymond. 
Ephraim  Wood  (3d), 
William  Wood. 
Peter  Tinkham. 


James  Barrows. 
Robert  Cushmun. 
Homes  Cushuian. 
Zenaa  Leach. 
Perez  Cushiuan. 
Elisha  Thomas. 
Thomas  Bates* 


luo-t 
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Cupt.  Perez  ChurchilTa  company,  on  duty  in  Pthode 
Isliiud,  service  couiiueneiog  Auj;.  -5,  1778  : 


Perez  Churchill,  c:vpt. 
James  Shaw,  lieut. 

Nuii-  Cutiunx 
Samuel  Smith,  serjjt. 
Samuel  NcUun,  aergt. 
Aoiod  Wood,  ?ergt. 
Nuth'l  Thompson,  aergt. 

i'rivaten 
Eliiib  AlJun. 
Abiicr  Barrows. 
Isaac  Buinpus. 
Robert  liarrowa. 
Ebenezer  Ijuiiiiu. 
Ichabod  Burdin. 
Joseph  Brings. 
Barnabas  Clark. 
Elijah  Dunham. 
John  Ellis. 
John  Ellis,  Jr. 
Eliphalet  Elms. 
Benooa  Lucus. 
John  McFarlin. 
John  McCully. 
Nalhuniel  Macuiuber. 


James  Weston,  2J  lieut. 


oueU   0(fictrtf. 

Stephen  Clark,  corp. 
Luther  Redding,  corp. 
John  Ilulmed,  corp. 


John  Pliiuney. 
Jolin  Pratt. 
Jesse  Nichols. 
James  Raymond. 
John  Raymond. 
Elections  Reynolds. 
Jepthah  Ripley. 
James  Soule. 
Joseph  Richmond. 
Ebenezer  Thomas. 
Caleb  Thompson. 
David  Weston. 
Perry  Wood. 
Ephraim  Wood. 
Robert  Stertevant. 
Micah  Bryant. 


The  fortgoing  commenced  service  Aug.  25,  1778.  William 
Squire  and  Andrew  Perry  reported  for  duty  Aug.  27,  1778,  and 
each  served  seven  days.  William  Peirce,  James  Sproutt,  Judah 
Hall,  and  Simeon  Coombs  each  served  nine  days. 

AusTicACT. — Commissioned  utficers,  3  ;  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, 7;  private  soldiers,  :18  :  total,  48. 

Middleboro*  tnuo  who  performed  eight  months'  mil- 
itary duty  ia  Col.  Jacobs'  regimeut  in  1778: 


Isaac  Billington. 
Timothy  Cox. 
Jonah  Wa.^hburn,  Jr. 


Robert  Cushman. 
Perez  Cushniau. 
Homos  Cushman. 
Ezra  Leach. 
Tu  the  Continental  works,  Benona  Teague  and  James  Barrows. 

At  the  second  "  Rhode  Island  ahirm/'  in  August, 
1780,  Middlcboro'  sent  to  the  field  the  Second,  Third, 
Fourth,  and  Fifth  Companies  in  the  local  militia  of 
the  town. 

The  Second  Company  was  commanded  by  Cupt. 
Abner  Bourne. 

The  Third  Company  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
William  Tupper,  and  the  names  of  those  of  the 
Third  Company  who  participated  in  that  service  were 
as  follows : 

CommtHiiioiied   Ojjicert, 
William  Tupper,  capt.  James  Weston,  2d  lieut. 

John  Murdock,  lieut. 

Non-  Cumm  itmioned  Ojjictra. 

Samuel  Eaton,  sergt.  Peter  Tinkham,  corp. 

Benjamin   Leonard,  sergt.  Joseph  Leonard,  oorp, 

Abner  Pratt,  sergt.  David  AVeston,  corp. 

Nathaniel  Wilder,  sergt.  Silas  White,  corp. 


J/u«tcf'utia. 
Joseph  Barden,  drummer. 

Printtea. 
Joseph  Bumpud  (2d). 
Joseph  Bumpus. 
Jesse  Bryant. 
Archipus  Cole. 
Robert  Cushman. 
William  Cushman. 
Zebadee  Cushman. 
Joseph  Darling. 
Eliphalet  Elms. 
Israel  Eaton. 
Robert  Green. 
Jabez  Greeu. 
John  Hey  ford. 
Joseph  Jackson. 
Archipaa  Leonard. 
Perez  Leonard. 
George  Leonard. 
Samuel  Leonard. 
Joeeph  Leonard. 
Roland  Leonard. 
Ichabod  Leonard. 
Lemuel  Lyon. 
James  Littlejohn. 
Andrew  Murdock. 
John  Norcutt. 
Ephraim  Norcutt. 
Abstkact. — Commissioned  ofiicers, 


Lemuel  Bryant,  Dlcr. 


Sauiuct  Pratt. 
Zebadee  Pratt. 
Ebenezer  Richmond. 
George  P.  Uichmond. 
Joseph  Kiehmond. 
E^ra  Richmond. 
Joshua  Reed. 
Jepthah  Ri|)lcy. 
Husliai  Thoiuas. 
Elisha  Tinkham. 
Joseph  Tuppui",  Jr. 
Israel  Thomas. 
Levi  Tliomas. 
Jabez  Thomas. 
Edward  Thomas. 
Enoch  Thomas, 
Daniel  Tucker. 
Seth  Tinkhum. 
David  Turner. 
David  AVibon. 
Elnathan  Wood. 
Lemuel  Wood. 
Ephraim  AV'ood. 
Ebenezer  White. 
Edmund  Weston. 

3;  non-couunis.-^ii^ncd  olli- 


oers,  8;  musicians,  2;  private  soldiers,  52:  total,  65. 

THE    FOURTH   COMPANY. 
Commiauioned   Oj^vtm. 
Henry  Peirce,  capt.  Etra  Clark,  2d  lieut. 

Peter  Hoar,  lieutenant. 


iVo»-  Cuminisaioned 
Ebenezer  Uindd,  sergt. 
Robert  Hoar,  sergt. 
Nathaniel     fttacomber, 
sergt. 

Ptivateti. 


Daniel  Collins. 
Roger  Clark. 
John  Church. 
Ebenezer  Uowland. 
Samuel  Huwiand. 
John  Howland. 
Joshua  Howland. 
Eseck  Howland. 
John  Hoar. 
John  Holloway. 
Josiah  Holloway. 
Samuel  Parris. 
Richard  Parris. 

AliiiTRACT, — Commissioned     officers 
officers,  7;  private  soldiers,  26:  total. 


Joseph  Boothe,  sergt. 
Ebenezer  Hcyl'ord,  sergt. 
Renjamin  Buotlic,  corp. 
Henry  Edmin^ter,  corp. 

George  Peirce. 
Uriah  Peirce. 
Ezra  Reynolds. 
Elections  Reynolds. 
Benjamin  Reynolds. 
John  Reynolds. 
Emos  Reynolds. 
Isaac  Reynotils. 
Earl  years. 
Seth  Simuions. 
Lebbeus  Simmons. 
Isaac  tihcrmun. 
Nathan  Trowaiit. 


non-com  missioned 


36. 


THE   FIFTH   COMPANY. 
CoMViiaaioned    Oj/icerH. 
Perez  Churchill,  cupt.  George  Shaw,  2d  lieut. 

Consider  Benaon,  lieut. 
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yon-Commiinioued  Oj^cers. 
Daniel  Smith,  sergt.  Ezra  Harris,  corp. 

lienona  Lucas,  sergt.  Japhct  LoBaron,  curp. 

Joseph  Thomas,  aergt.  William  Sliaw,  corp. 

Perez  Churchill,  sergt.  Eleazer  Thomas,  Jr.,  corp. 

Mittiuiaii. 

Josiah  Thomas,  drummer. 

Bc-njainin  Thomas. 
Icliuboii  lienson. 
James  LeBaroii,  Jr. 


Jiimes  Kay  ui  011(1. 

William  Chureliill. 

.Mark  Shatr. 

Uaroabas  ShurtlifT. 

Joseph  Bessie. 

llaviU  Bates. 

Seth  Thomas. 

Zephaniah  Thomas. 
Joseph  Luvell. 
Nathaniel  Shaw. 
Abel  Tinkham. 
Samuel  llackett. 
John  Raymond. 
.John  Leliaron,  Jr. 
Hubert  Sturtcvant. 
Caleb  Atwood. 
Stephen  Washburn. 

AiisriiACT.— Commissioned  officers,  3;  non-commissioned 
officers,  8;  musician,  1 ;  private  soldiers,  39  :  total,  al. 

The  regiment  of  which  the  Second,  Tliird,  Fourth, 
and  Fiitli  Companies  of  the  local  militia  of  Middle- 
boro'  formed  a  part,  and  participated  in  the  stirring 
event^i  at  Rhode  Island  in  August,  1780,  was  led  to 
and  in  the  field  of  bloody  .strife  by  Lieut.-Col. 
Ebeuezer  White,  of  Rochester.' 

Middleboro'  men  who  enlisted  into  the  three 
months'  service  and  were  mustered  Sept.  18,  1780  : 


Solomon  Thomas. 
Ilosea  Washburn. 
Zcb  Thomas. 
Nathan  Muxom. 
William  Holmes. 
Sylvauua  Thomas. 
Isaac  Morse. 
Asa  Burrows. 
Isuuo  Benson, 
Samuel  Thomaa,  Jr. 
George  Howland, 
Caleb  Benson,  Jr. 
James  Kaymoud,  Jr. 
Isaac  Shaw. 
Nathan  Burden. 
Ichabod  Atwuod. 
Samuel  Thomas. 
Nathan  Thomas. 
David  Thomas. 


Lemuel  Thomas. 
Joseph  Tupper,  Jr. 
Ichabod  Leonard, 
Abiel  Kdson. 
Nathan  Shaw. 
William  Drake. 


Nathan  Uiohmond. 
Ezra  Clark. 
Luke  Heed. 
Joaeph  Wood. 
Lemuel  Lyon. 
Roland  Leonard. 


The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  an  order  sent  to 
Middleboro'  iu  1781 : 

"RoeiiE.siEn,  March  S'l-,  17SI. 
"SiK,— This  day  orders  is  received  from  Brig'^  Gushing  in 
conser,uence  uC  a  order  from  Governor  Hancock,  the  purport  of 
which  ,s  that  a  hundred  men  be  detached  from  this  Ilegiment, 
properly  ar,„'d  i  aequipt,  with  three  days'  provisions,  1  march 
immediately  to  Tivertown,  A  from  thence  to  Newport,  for  the 
term  not  exceeding  forty  days,  to  be  under  the  command  of 
Major-Goal  J^»ln;    the   Town    of    Middleboro'    proportion, 

'  He  conducted  bravely,  and  thus  relieved  himself  of  the 
odium  occasioned  by  his  not  accompanying  the  regiment  to  the 
field  01  the  Rhode  Island  alarm  of  December,  1776.  A  part  of 
his  sword  was  shot  off  by  an  enemy's  bullet  while  he  held  that 
weapon  in  his  hand.     He  lived  honored  and  died  lamented. 


whereof  is  fifty-nine  men,  which  you  are  ordered  to  cause  to  be 
raised  immediately,  i.  form  them  into  one  company,  A  appoint 
one  captain  A  two  Lieutenants  to  command  them  ;  .t  see  that 
they  march  without  Lose  of  time  to  the  place  of  .lestinatiun. 
Should  any  thing  turn  up  so  that  it  is  not  convenient  for  said 
town  of  Middleboro'  to  form  a  company  I  shall  take  care  to 
advise  you  of  it. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  moat  ob'  Servant, 

"Isn.lKL    FKAIUNtl,   MaJ'i: 

"  Mijon  Nellso.v. 
"  P.  S.— The  town  of  Middleboro'  must  hold  themselves  in 
rcdiness  to  march  ye  shortest  notice." 

The  term  "  tiiia  Regiment,"  as  used  in  the  order, 
meant  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  the  local  militia  of 
Plymouth  County,  which  regiment  then  embraced 
the  local  militia  of  the  then  towns  of  Middleboro', 
Rochester,  and  Wareham.  That  Fourth  Regiment 
was  formed  in  1776,  and  disbanded  by  legislative 
enactment  April  24,  1840. 

The  "  Brigadier"  Cushing  was  Gen.  Joseph  Gush- 
ing, of  Hanover.  He  was  commissioned  a  brigadier- 
general  in  the  early  part  of  1776.  His  brigade  con- 
sisted of  all  the  local  militia  of  Plymouth  County 
except  that  of  the  town  of  Hingham.  I.-^rael  Fear- 
ing, of  Wareham,  was  at  the  date  of  the  order  hold- 
ing the  office  of  senior  major  of  tlie  Fourth  Regi- 
ment, and  John  Nelson,  of  Middleboro',  was  junior 
major,  having  held  those  positions  from  1876.- 

The  local  militia  of  the  State  of  Ma.ssachusetts  was 
entirely  reorganized  in  1781,  and  all  officers  commis- 
sioned anew.  Many  of  the  old  officeis  were  reeoiii- 
missioned  to  their  former  positions,  and  some  pro- 
moted to  a  higher  rank.  Middleboro',  Rochester, 
and  Wareham  were  made  to  continue  as  beluie,  the 
militia  of  these  towns  forming  the  Fourth  Regiment 
of  the  Plymouth  County  brigade. 

The  field  officers  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  oummis- 
sioned  in  1781,  were  John  Nelson,  of  Middleboro' 
(that  part  now  Lakeville),  colonel;  William  Tup- 
per, of  Middleboro',  lieutenant-colonel ;  and  Kdward 
Sparrow,  of  Middleboro',  major. 

The  war  for  independence  was  still  goin"  on    and 

2  The  general  and  field  officers  of  the  Plymuiuli  County  bri- 
gade at  that  time  were  as  follows:  Joseph  Cushing,  of  Hanover, 
brigadier-general. 

First  Regiment,— Theophilus  Cotton,  colonel,  John  Gray, 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  Seth  Gushing,  major. 

Second  Regiment.— John  Gushing,  Jr.,  colonel,  Jeremiah 
Hall,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  John  C'lapp  and  David  Tilden, 
majors. 

Third  Regiment,— Eliphalet  Carey,  colonel,  Edward  Cobb, 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  Abraham  Washburn  and  John  Ames' 
Jr.,  majors. 

Fourth  Regiment,— Ebenozer  Sproutt,  colonel,  Ebcnezer 
White,  lieutenant-colonel,  Israel  Fearing  and  John  Nelson, 
majors. 

All  honorably  discharged  in  1781, 
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with  these  new  organizations  and  appointments  of 
new  officers,  it  was  iotenJed  and  confidently  expected 
that  a  new  and  improved  order  of  things  would  be 
realized,  initiating  better  drill  and  better  discipline. 
One  of  the  first  steps  toward  efiecting  these  desirable 
objects  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  was  to  cause  a  ri<:id 
inspection  of  both  men  and  arms,  ef|uipments  and 
ammunition. 

The  official  returns  made  of  that  inspection  show 
that 

In   ibo  first  eouijmny  of  the  locul    militiii   in    Midiilcboro' 

there  were  of  otl'icers  commis.-:iuneil,  noii-cuiuriiisi-ioiictl, 

inuaieiiind,  :uid  privute  suMiei':*  81    men,  of  wliieh   08 

were  iu  tlie  Irain-biuid  und  I'i  in  the  ulanii-liat,  total.     SI 

Second  company,  liS  tniin-biind,  and  3'J  iilunu-li^jt,  total...    1U7 

Third  coiiipuny,  72  triiin-band,  and  .12  atarui-lii^t,  total —   1U4 

Fourth  company,  45  train-band,  and  8  alarm-list,  total 63 

Fifth  company,  returns  lost. 

Sixth  company,  G(i  truin-bund,  and  17  alarm-list,  total 8't 

Seventh  company,  5:i  train-band,  and  22  alarm-list,  total..  75 
Eighth  company,  5l)  train-baad,  and  16  alarm-list,  total...     66 

Total 6ti'J 

Here  is  the  evidence  that  in  the  latter  part  of  1781, 
or  beginning  of  1782,  those  persons  residing  iu  the 
town  of  Middleboro'  liable  to  perform  military  duty 
in  case  of  invasion  or  alarm  were  five  hundred  and 
sisty-nioe,  beside  those  embraced  in  the  fifth  com- 
pany, of  which  the  inspection-roll  and  official  return 
is  lost,  and  which  doubtless  swelled  this  force  to  some- 
thing over  six  hundred  persons.^ 

Last  War  with  England,  sometimes  called  the 
War  of  1812. — The  militia  of  Massachusetts  were 
officially  notified  that  this  war  had  been  declared  by 
an  order  from  the  Governor,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  true  copy  : 

•'Commonwealth  of  Massacui  sktts, 
"  IltAD-QuAiiTKUs,  Boston,  July  'i'^,  1812. 

"  GfclNKUAK    OUDKUS. 

"  War  havin;^  been  declared  by  the  government  o(  the  United 
States  against  Great  Britain  und  Ireland  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  tlic  Couimander-in  Chief  ualU  upon  the  Militia  of  Mass. 
duly  to  notieu  tho  Bolcmn  and  intcresliii-^  erisia,  and.  cxhurts 
them  to  meet  the  oceasiou  with  constaney  and  tirmness. 

*  The  general  and  held  otUcers  of  the  Plymouth  County  bri- 
gade, commiysioned  at  the  reorganization,  July  1,  1781,  were 
Joaepli  Cashing,  of  Hanover,  brigadier-general. 

First  Kegimeut. — Seth  Curbing,  of  Plymptoii,  colonel,  Calvin 
Partridge,  of  Duxbury,  lieutenaut-uolonel,  and  Benjamin 
Itider,  major. 

Seeond  Ucgiment. — William  Turner,  of  Scituate,  colonel, 
Aniuii  Turner,  of  Hauuver,  lieuteiiant-eolonc!,  and  Briggs 
Thomas,  major. 

Third  Uegimcnt. — Juaiah  Uayden,  colouei,  Auron  Hobart,  of 
AbingtoD,  lieulenant-eolonel,  and  Robert  Orr,  of  Bridgewuter, 
major. 

Fuurth  llegiiuetit. — John  Nelson,  of  Middleboro'  (now  LaUe- 
ville),  eolonui,  William  Tupper,  of  Middleboro',  lieutenant-col- 
onel, and  Edward  Sparrow,  major. 

Brigade-Train  of  Artillery. — Thomas  Mayhew,  of  Plymouth, 
captain. 


"  When  war  is  comuneDced,  no  human  fore^ight  can  diacei  n 
the  time  of  iU*  termination  or  the  course  of  events  that  must 
follow  in  its  train,  but  the  path  of  duty  is  tho  puth  of  safety. 
Providence  seldom  abandons  to  ruin  those  who  to  a  just  reli- 
ance on  the  superintending  influence  of  lU-aven  add  their  own 
vigilant  and  strenuous  exertions  to  preserve  themselves.  At  the 
present  moment,  therefore,  the  Commander-in-Chief  earne-^tly 
recommends  to  theotfioera  of  every  grade  a  close  and  persevering 
attention  to  the  duties  resulting  from  tlieir  >evcral  >tation?, 
particularly  that  they  acquire  and  maintain  a  perfect  I^dowI- 
edge  of  the  condition  of  their  re>pi-ctive  comuumd:;!,  and  seu 
as  far  as  is  iu  their  power  that  their  men  are  duly  armed  and 
equipped  ;  that  the  time  allotted  to  truinings  be  devoted  to  the 
instruction  of  the  non-couiiiiissioncd  ulliucrs  and  .-^uKliers  in  tho 
evcreiso  of  iirms  and  in  the  practice  of  the  evolutions  as  pre- 
scribed in  tho  established  regulatinus,  :ind  tliat  the  pn<vi.-^ion.s 
and  intentions  of  the  laws  being  in  every  rer^fii-ct  fullilled,  they 
may  be  ready  with  alacrity  and  effect  to  defeml  their  country, 
their  coostitutional  rights,  and  those  liberties  which  are  not 
only  our  birthiight,  but  which  at  the  expense  of  so  much  blood 
and  tre:isure  were  purchased  in  the  late  revolutiou. 

"From  the  docility,  from  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of 
the  non-commissioned  olGcers  and  soldiers,  the  Couniiaader-iti- 
Chief  is  led  to  expect  a  patient  submission  to  the  inatructioiLS 
of  their  olficora,  prompt  obedience  to  orders,  and  the  practice  of 
all  thobe  military  and  masculine  virtues  which  adoru  tho  sol- 
dier and  exalt  the  man. 

"To  all  the  militia,  both  oflicers  and  soldier-,  the  Cumman- 
der-in-Cbief  would  superadd  an  earnest  exhortation,  as  they 
are  citizens  as  well  ns  soldiers,  to  cultivate  a  spirit  uf  candor, 
of  friendship,  and  mutual  forbearance,  and  un  ardent  love  of 
country  that  shall  elevate  them  above  all  sinister  views,  and. 
eventually  secure  to  them  and  their  children  the  blessings  of 
peace,  of  liberty,  and  good  government. 

"The  Commander-in-Chief  requires  that  particular  atten- 
tion be  paid  to  tho  Town  Magazines,  that  they  are  lully  provided 
with  the  ammunition,  military  stores,  and  utensils  which  tho 
law  directs,  and  the  brigade  quartermiistcrs  are  required  to 
perform  their  duty  with  promptitude  and  exactness. 

"In  such  divisions  as  have  not  completed  the  detuchments 
of  ten  thousand  men  called  for  by  the  (jlencral  Orders  of  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  April  last,  the  Major-GencruU  or  eomniaiid- 
ing  olficers  of  those  divisions  are  enjoined  to  attend  to  that 
service  without  delay,  and  to  make  and  complete  the  detach- 
ments from  their  respective  eouip?,  of  their  several  quotas  of 
tho  said  ten  thousand  men,  and  to  make  return  of  the  same  as 
speedily  :ts  may  bo  to  the  Adjutant-ticneral  ;  the  said  Uenerals 
and  other  ollicers  will  take  care  that  the  militia  ::0  detached 
are  duly  provided  with  the  etlicient  arms  and  accoutrements 
necessary  for  actual  service. 

"The  militia  detached  by  the  orders  above  alluded  to,  after 
they  are  formed  eonforuiably  to  said  orders,  will  hold  themaehcs 
in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  pur.-^iianl  to  the 
orders  to  be  given  by  thoCommaniler-iu-Chief,  un!c:^>  in  caac  uf 
actual  invasion  or  immineut  danger  thereof,  in  which  c.itc,  with- 
out waiting  for  such  orders,  they  will  march  without  delay  to 
the  defense  of  auy  part  or  jtarts  uf  this  coiuiuonweiillh  that 
ahall  be  so  invaded  or  iu  imminent  danger  of  inva.-ion,  and 
when  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  will  be  under 
the  command  of  the  President,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

•*  And  wliereas  the  quota  of  ten  ihousaud  militia  required  as 
aforesaid,  being  to  be  raised  from  tbeseveral  divisions  aiid  corps 
throughout  the  commonwealth,  cannot  be  assembled  in  time  to 
repel  a  sudden  invasion,  and  to  embody  them  )>reviousIy  and 
keep  them  iu  contttant  service  would  be  extremely  burdensome^ 


HISTORY  OF   MIDDLEBORO'. 


1007 


mid  even  if  assembled  would  not  be  adequate  to  the  defense  ot 
tlie  numerous  points  on  a  coast  of  several  hundred  miles  in  ex- 
tent,  tlie  Coiumauder-in-Ohicf  further  orders  au.l  directs  that 
the  generals  nnd  other  officers  of  tlio  whole  militia  of  the  eom- 
nionwcallh,  hearing  io  mind  the  [lossibility  of  sudden  invasion, 
hold  themtelvos  and  the  corps  of  militia  under  their  respective 
commands  in  constant  readiness  to  assemble  nnd  march  to  the 
defense  of  any  part  or  parts  of  the  commonwealth,  pursuant  to 
the  orders  to  he  given  by  him,  hut  as  (hat  waiting  for  such 
orders  in  case  of  actual  invasion  or  such  imminent  danger 
thereof  .is  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

••  By  the  gen'  orders  above  mentioned,  of  the  25th  of  April 
last,  three  niajor-geuerals  and  sii  brigadier-generals  were  as- 
signed tci  uouiiiiand  in  detaehuienti  without  being  regularly 
detailed  from  the  Roster. 

■•  The  Coiuiuauder-in-Chief  therefore  orders  that  the  following 
gen'  officers  being  detailed  from  the  lloster,  as  the  law  directs, 
be  appoiuted  to  command  in  the  said  detachments  in  lieu  of  the 
gen'  officers  named  in  the  gen'  orders  afor*" : 

"  Westkrm  Division. 
'*  Maj.-Gen.  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Amherst. 
"  Brig.-Gen.  Caleb  Burbank,  Sutton. 
"  Brig. -Gen.  Isaac  Maltby,  Hatfield. 

"  Eastkrh  Division. 
"Maj.-Gen.  Henry  Sewall,  Augusta. 
"  Brig. -Gen.  John  Blake,  Orringlon. 
"  Brig.-Gcn.  David  Payson,  Wiscasset. 

"  South KuN  Divisio.h. 
"Maj.-Gen.  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Dnicut. 
"  Brig.-Oeu.  Ebenezer  Lothrop,  Barnstable. 
'•  Brig.  Gen.  William  Ilildreth,  Dracut. 

"  By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 

"  Wjf.  UoN.VISON,  Adjnlaut-Oeneial." 

Pursuant  to  these  orders  detachments  were  made 
of  ofEcuis  and  soldiers  who  were  required  to  hold 
tlieuLselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  sliortest  no- 
tice, but  comparatively  few  of  whom  were  called  into 
actual  service. 

But  by  division  orders,  bearing  date  of  Sept.  17, 
1814,  a  part  of  the  force  held  io  readiness  by  the 
town  of  iMiddleboro'  was  sent  to  the  field.  Capt. 
Peter  II.  Peirce,  with  liis  company,  being  ordered  to 
form  a  part  of  the  coast  guard  for  the  defense  of  the 
port  of  Plymouth  and  that  vicinity. 

31aj.  Levi  Peirce  had  previously  entered  upon  the 
duties  uf  a  battalion  commander  at  and  near  New  ! 
Bedford,  and  Capt.  Peter  H.  Peirce  marched  his  ' 
company  to  and  entered  upon  the  service  of  defend- 
ing the  coast  at  and  near  Plymouth.  The  names  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  then  furnished  by  the  town 
of  iMiddleboro',  to  con.stitute  a  part  of  the  coast  guard 
stationed  at  Plymouth,  and  who  repaired  to  the  place 
required  and  performed  a  tour  of  duty,  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

CoinnttHaiontd  Ojjivera. 
Peter  II.  Peirce,  capt.  O.riu  Tinkham,  ensign. 

Luther  Murduek,  lieut. 


^on-Conimistioned  Oj/icera, 
Thomas  Bump,  aergt.  Daniel  Hathaway,  corp. 

Hercules  Richmond, sergt.  Abner  Loouard,  corp. 

George  Shaw,  sergt.  Daniel  Thomas,  corp. 

Ezra  Wood,  sergt.  Andrew  Warren,  corp. 

lobabod  Wood,  sergt. 


ilutii 


Oliver  Sharp. 


Paddock  Tinkham. 


Privates, 


Jeremiah  Wood. 
Levi  Wood. 
Cyrenus  Tinkham. 
Gideon  Leonard, 
Peter  Vaughan. 
Joseph  Clark. 
Edmund  Ellis. 
Eliphalet  Doggett. 
Oliver  L.  Sears. 
Nathan  Perkins. 
Josiah  D.  Burgess. 
Joseph  Waterman. 
Isaac  Thomas,  Jr. 
Joshua  Atwood,  Jr. 
Andrew  McCully. 
Daniel  Norcutt. 
Seth  Weston. 
Abel  Howard. 
Benjamin  Leonard. 
Cyrus  White. 
Benijah  Wilder. 
Levi  Thomas  (2d). 
Calvin  Dunham. 
Caleb  Tinkham. 
Abraham  Thomas,  Jr. 
Rufus  Alden,  Jr. 
Daniel  Weston. 
Joseph  Paddock. 
Nathaniel  Macomber. 
William  Ramsdell. 
John  C.  Perkins. 
Edward  Winslow,  Jr. 


Thomas  C.  Ames. 
Unite  Kinsley. 
Levi  llaskios. 
George  Elli.i. 
Cornelius  Tinkham. 
Samuel  Cole. 
Thomas  Southworth. 
Daniel  Vaughan. 
Cushman  Vaughan. 
Sylvanus  T.  Wood. 
Cyrus  Nelson. 
Augustus  Bos  worth. 
Lorenzo  Wood. 
Jacob  Bennett  (2d). 
Andretv  Bump, 
Josephus  Bump. 
Nathan  Reed. 
Benijuh  Peirce. 
William  Littlejohn,  Jr. 
Warren  Bump,  Jr. 
Francis  Billington. 
Joseph  Standish. 
Earl  Bourne. 
George  Caswell,  Jr. 
Israel  Keith. 
Sylvanus  Vaughan. 
Leonard  Southworth. 
James  Bump. 
Elijah  Shaw. 
James  Cole. 
Rodotphus  Barden. 
Sylvanus  Barrows, 


Isaac  Cobb, 

Abstiiact, — Commissioned  officers,  3;  non  commissioned  offi- 
cers, 9;  musicians,  2;  private  soldiers,  6U :  total,  80, 

Beside  these,  Samuel  Morton  and  Allen  Reed  were 
reported  absent,  sick,  and  Elias  Richmond  recorded  as 
a  deserter.  Benjamin  Haffords  was  reported  absent, 
but  no  cause  given  for  his  absence,  and  James  Bump 
was  discharged  after  serving  one  day. 

The  coast-guard,  stationed  at  and  near  New  Bed- 
ford, was  commanded  by  Lieut.-Col,  Commandant 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  of  that  place.  Senior  Major  Levi 
Peirce,  of  Middleboro',  ranking  as  second  in  com- 
mand, and  performing  such  duties  as  now  devolve 
upon  a  lieutenant-colonel. 

These  three  companies  were  commanded  by  Capts, 
Nathaniel  Wilder,  Jr,,  Joseph  Cushman,  and  Gaius 
Shaw,  and  composed  of  officers  and  soldiers  as  fol- 
lows : 
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CAPT.    WILDER'S   COMPANY. 

CommittHioned   OjJlcerH. 

NuthM  WiKlcr,  Jr.,  capt.  Calvin  Sliaw,  ensign. 

Linud  Wii^libiirn,  Iteut. 

Xu a •Coinmiaa toiled  OjJivtiH. 


Jo:ie|>h  llaskel),  aurgt. 
Isaac:  Stevens,  scrj^t. 
SyU'anud  Wunuu,  aurgt. 
Ecnjiiiuiu  White,  surgt. 

Isiiac  Tiukham,  ilruaiuier. 

Privutett. 

BeDJainiu  Hayfurd. 
I:iracl  Keith. 
John  Perkins. 
Daniel  Snow. 
Daniel  Wmren. 
Jacuh  Bennett. 
Jacob  Stevens. 
Andrew  Warren, 
Nathan  Reed. 
BeDJamin  Tinkham. 
Calvin   Dunhaiu. 
Ziba  Eaton, 
llosea  Aldrich. 
Thoiuad  Washburn. 
Eran.  K.  Aldcn. 
Alfred  Eatun. 
Silas  Hathaway. 
Solomon  Reed. 
Eliaha  Shaw. 


George  Leonard,  corp. 
Abnur  Leonard,  Corp. 
Abuer  Leach,  corp. 
Stephen  Buigeas,  corp. 

Jobhua  JIa:^kins,  tifer. 

Willis  Sheruiau. 
SyivauQi  S.  Wood. 
Ira  Tinkham,  Jr. 
Peter  Winalow,  Jr. 
Iclmbod  Wood  (2d). 
Joseph  Paddock. 
Alby  Wood. 
Jolm  Bartleii. 
Cu.shmaii  Vuuglian, 
Rodolphus  Balden. 
Lemuel  Southworlh. 
William  Southworth. 
Israel  Eatun,  Jr. 
Cyru3  Neldon. 
George  Caswell. 
John  Shaw,  Jr. 
George  Vaughan. 
Samuel  Leonard. 
Jo:jhua  Cushman. 


CAPT.    CUSIIMAN'S    COMPANY. 
CuinmiHvioited  0[)icevn. 
Joseph  Cubhiiian,  capt.  Ebene/er  Vaughan,  ens. 

Pelhaiu  Atwood,  lieut. 


JVou-Coiiiiiitsaiuued 
Zenas  Cushman,  sergt. 
Natbau  Barney,  sergt. 
Ej^ra  Thomas,  sergt. 
Joseph  Barker,  Jr.,  sergt. 

MiitiiciaiiH, 
Geo.  Thompson,  drummer. 

Pn'vntce. 
Jacob  Covington. 
Caleb  Tinkham. 
Cyrus   Ellis. 
Jaraes  Thomaa,  Jr, 
Joshua  Sherman  (2d). 
T. AVood. 
Samuel  Shaw. 
Obed  King  (:id). 
Consider  Fuller. 
George  Cubliman. 
Isaac  Bryant  (2d). 
Levi  Bryant. 
Darius  Darling, 
Zebadco  Pratt. 

Timothy  . 

Thomas . 

Joshua  S\vilt. 
Ezra  Eddy. 


Levi  Tinkham,  corp. 

Soule,  Jr.,  corp. 

Cyrus  Tiukham,  corp. 
S.  Fuller,  corp. 

Samuel  Bent,  tifer. 


Joseph  Farmer. 
Isaac  Briggs. 
Enoch  Tinkham  (2J). 
— —  Bodworth. 
Josiab  UobertsOD. 
Joshua  Shaw. 
Merchant  Shaw. 
Cyrus  Thrasher. 

Standish. 

Luther  Washburn. 
Edmund  Hinds. 
Leonard  Hinds. 
Thomas  Sampson. 
Amos  Washburn. 
Lemuel  Rohbina. 
Abram  Skiff. 
George  Peirce. 
Bennett  Briggs. 


CAPT.   SHAW'S    COMPANY. 

CutniitUaioned  Oj/ictrn. 
Qaiua  Shaw,  capt.  Ahialha  Briggs,  ena. 

Alden  Miller,  lieut. 

Xon-Contmiasioued   Oj/icern. 


Warren  Clark,  sergt. 
Jonathan  Cobb,  sergt. 
Abiel  P.  Eootli,  sergt. 
Japhet  Le  Baron,  sergt. 

.Miiniciaiiit. 
Joshua  A.  Bent,  drutumer. 


Earl  Alden,  coip. 
Caleb  Washburn,  Jr.,  corp. 
James  Sturtevunt,  corp. 
Zenas  Raymond,  cor]>. 

Martin  Keith,  Jr.,  filer. 


,  Jr. 


Eli  I'eircc. 
Elijjlialet  Pcircc, 
Elisha  Peirce. 
Enos  Parris. 
Eno?  Peirce. 
Henry  Pickens. 
William  Nelson. 
Robert  Rider,  Jr. 
Henry  Strobridge. 
Silas  Shaw. 
Andrew  Swift. 
Winslow  Thomas. 
Thomas  Wood. 
Lemuel  Wood. 
Juuatliaii  We.stgate. 
Jonathan  Westgate,  Jr. 
Joshua  Lebaron. 


F,  icates. 
Clothier  Allen. 
Ste)jbea  Atwood. 
William  Barrows. 
Judsou  Briggs. 
Malbone  Brigga. 
—  Bumpus. 
Samuel  Cole. 
Eluathan  Cuouibs. 
Isaac  Cushman  (3d). 
Daniel  Gilford. 
Nathaniel  G.  Hathaway. 
Etiphalet  Hathaway. 
Sauiuel  Hall. 
Branch  Harlow. 
Aberdeen  Keith. 
Samuel  Lovell. 
Ziba  Lebaron. 
Elijah  Lewis. 

Tins  cotupany  served  UDtil  July  8,  1814,  and  the 
coDupauies  of  Cupts.  Wilder  and  Cu^hiuan  uiit:il  July 
10,  1814.  Capt.  Cuahman  received  a  ten  days'  luavo 
of  abseuce  that  had  uot  expired  when  the  following 
order  was  i^ssued : 

*'Xi;w  BKUKOitLi,  July,  1814. 
"  C.VPT.  Natiil.  Wildeu: 

*<Sin, — You  will  consider  yourself  discharf^ed  IVoiii  the  pres- 
ent detachment,  tojjether  with  the  otlicers  and  soldiers  recently 
under  your  command,  and  those  otficers  and  f-uMiurs  recently 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  .loseph  Cu^lmi.m,  \vllu^e  absence 
from  service  has  caused  his  oflicers  and  soldiers  to  do  duty  under 
your  command. 

"You  will  accept  my  thanks,  and  also  those  of  .Major  Levi 
Peirce,  and  through  you  to  the  OlHcers  and  .Suidicrs  under  your 
command,  for  your  and  their  good  conduct  and  prompt  atten- 
tion to  orders.  Bknjn.   Li.sroi.N,  CoL" 

Beside  the  company  of  Capt.  Peter  II.  Peirce,  sta- 
tioned at  or  near  Plymoutli  as  a  part  uf  the  coast- 
guard, in  the  last  war  with  England,  and  the  three 
companies  just  enumerated  as  stationed  at  or  near 
New  Bedford,  Middleboro'  also  furnished  anotiier 
company  in  that  coast-guard  at  or  near  Plymouth, 
which  company  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Gieenleal" 
Pratt,  but  the  roll  of  which  company  the  writer  of 
this  historic  sketch  has  not  been  fortunate  enough 
to  find.  Brigade  orders  of  Sept,  17,  1814,  caused 
Maj.  Ephraim  Ward,  of  Middleboro*,  to  be  detailed 
and  sent  to  Plymoutli,  where  he  served  as  a  field- 
officer  in  the  coast-guard. 
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'I'lie  local  uiiiitiii  of  Plymouth  County  in  tlie  time  | 
of  tlie  last  war  with  England  continued  to  be  as  from 
the  war  of  the   Revolution   it  had  been  organized  as  ' 
one   brignde,   wliich   brigade  was   composed   of    four 
reginienta  of  infantry,  a  battalion  of  artillery,  and  a  : 
battalion  of  cavalry.     That  was  before   the   days   of 
steam-engines  and   railroad-curs  and  telegraphs,  and, 
as  a  means  of  bringing   plainly  to  mind    tiie    modes 
then  available  in  transmitting  information  or  convey- 
ing orders,  the  following  true  copy  of  a  brigade  order 
is  presented,  and  which    order  was  addressed   to  the  , 
captain  ol'  one  of  the  companies  of  cavalry: 

•BRIGADE  OUDEUS. 
"Head  Quaiiteus,  Biuiickw  atkr,  Oct.  12,  ISl  I. 
'*  You  will  iuimcdiutuly  dctacb  a  drii^cjon  tVom  your  Couiiiany 
of  liursu,  who  is  to  be  considered  a  Videt  till  he  shall  bo  dis- 
charged. Ho  must  be  coiuplctcly  equip**  with  a  good  service- 
able aud  Ueot  horse,  and  hold  himsult  in  roadioesci  to  march  at 
a  mouicut'd  warning. 

"  You  will  also  notify  him  of  the  dutachuients,  and  make  re- 
rurn  to  the  Brigade  Major  this  day. 

'•  Jso.  M.  GoouwiN, 

"D.  Mujv. 

"  To  N.ITIIL.  ClIOSS, 

•'  dipt.  Li.  Hui-te,  I.  ftri'.j.,  j  Dw." 

A  private  soldier  in  a  company  of  ^Massachusetts 
cavahy  was  called  a  "  dragoon,"  and  a  private  soldier 
iu  a  company  of  artillery  a  "  matross." 

In  each  company  of  cavalry  was  required  to  be 
one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  cornet  or  color- 
bearer,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  or  more 
trumpeters,  and  a  certain  number  of  dragoons. 

In  each  company  of  artillery  was  required  one  cap- 
tain, one  lieutenant,  two  second  lieutenants,  four  ser- 
agents,  four  corporals,  two  musicians,  two  bombardiers, 
and  a  certain  number  of  raatrosses. 

Light-horse  was  a  term  applied  to  companies  of 
cavalry. 

The  War  of  the  Great  Rebellion. — Coming 
events  cast  their  shadows  before,  as  will  readily  be 
seen  in  the  following  true  copies  of  general  orders  : 

■•  COMJIO.VWEALTII    Ot'    MaSSACIIUSI^TTS, 

"  HKAUguAitTKUS,  BuSTON,  Jan.  IC,  ISOl. 
"Geskuai.  OiiUKit!)  No.  4. 

"Events  which  have  recently  occurred,  and  are  now  in  prog- 
ress, require  that  Massachusetts  should  be  at  all  times  ready 
to  furnish  her  quota  of  troops  upon  auy  requisition  of  the  I'resi- 
dcKt  of  the  United  States,  to  aid  in  the  uiaiutcnance  of  the 
laws  and  the  peace  of  the  Union. 

■'  His  E.xcellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  therefore  orders  : 
"That  the  commanding  oOicers  of  each  company  of  Volun- 
teer Militia  examine  with  care  the  Koll  of  bis  company,  and 
cause  the  name  of  each  member,  together  with  his  rank  and 
place  of  residence,  to  be  properly  reoorded,  and  a  copy  of  the 
same  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General.  Previous  to 
which  coiumunders  of  couipaoics  shall  make  inquiry  whether 
there  are  men  in  their  commands  who  from  age,  physical  de- 
tect, bu:^iness  or  fauiily  cares,  may  be  unable  or  indisposed  to 
Hi 


respond  atouco  to  the  orders  of  tbo  Coinmander-in-chicr,  made 
in  response  to  the  call  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
that  they  may  be  forthwith  discharged,  so  that  their  places  may 
be  tilled  by  men  ready  for  any  public  exigency  which  may 
ari.-e  whenever  called  upon.  After  the  above  orders  have  been 
fullillcd,  no  discharge  either  of  oflicer  or  private  ?liall  be  granted 
unless  for  cause,  satisfactory  to  the  Comiuandcr-iu-Chief. 

"  If  any  companies  have  not  the  uiimber  of  men  allowed  by 
law,  the  commanders  of  the  satue  shall  make  proper  exertions 
to  have  the  vacancies  tilled,  and  the  men  piopeily  diilled  and 
uniformed,  aud  their  names  and  places  of  le^ideoce  furwuriied 
to  Headquarter.s. 

"To  promote  the  objects  etubraced  in  this  order,  ibe  Ljenerai, 
Field-  anil  Stalf-Ollicers,  ami  the  Adjutant  and  acting  Quarter- 
master-General will  give  all  the  aid  and  assistance  iu  their 
power. 

'•  Major-Generals  Sutton,  Morse,  and  Andrews  will  eau-.e 
tbi.s  order  to  be  promulgated  throughout  their  re-pective  iiivis- 
ions. 

'•  By  command  of  Hia  E.xcellency. 

"  Jou.v  A.  Andiiew, 
'*Govtrntfr  (tiid  Cft'ilimtiiitei-in-Chit//' 

"  Wm.    SlHOULKIl, 

"  Ai/Jnltliit'GtntiilL" 

"  Headquarteks  First  Divisio-n    M.  V.  M., 

"  Boston,  .January  IS,  18S4. 
"Gk.neral  Orders  No.  0. 

"  Brigadier-Generals  Peirce  and  Bullock  and  Lieut. -Colonel 
Holmes  will  transmit  to  their  respective  irouimands  General 
Orders  No.  4,  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  {herewith  trans- 
mitted), aud  cause  the  same  to  be  carried  iuto  elfect. 

"The  General  trusta  that  increased  attention  will  be  given  at 

this  time  to  drills  by  company,  and  that  proper  exertion  will  be 

made  to  render  every  company  in  the  First  Division  effectual, 

and  ready  to  renpoud  at  the  shortest  notice  to  any  call  for  <luty. 

"  By  order  of  Major-General  Andrews. 

"  P.  S.  Davis, 

**  JJiviaion   Iituptctoi'.' 

**  Headquahteus  Second  Bkioaob  AI.  V.  M.,* 

"ASSONKT  VlLI.-VGK,  Frketou'n,  JauX  I'Jth,  ISGl. 
"Gknkhal  OiiDE:its  No.  5. 

•'General  Orders  No.  i,  fioni  the  CV.iumander-in-Obier, 
and  Genenil  Orders  No.  5,  from  Mujor-Oeneral  Audrews,  are 
herewith  traniinittod  to  Colonela  Abner  li.  Piickiird  aud  Djivid 
\V,  Wardrop  and  CaptaiD  Luciua  Uicliiuoud,  who  will  trarii- 
iiiit  the  same  to  their  respective  oomiaandd,  and  cause  the  suuic 
to  be  carried  into  effect. 

•'By  comtnund  of  Brigadier-Gen'  E.  W,  Peirli:. 

"George  Cl.vric,  Jr., 
"  Briyade  Mujur  uud  IngpectiAr." 

The  names  of  officers  and  soldiers  that  the  town  of 
Middleboro'  furnished  to  the  Union  service  in  the  hite 
war  of  the  great  Rebellion,  their  rank,  station^  aud 
corps  in  which  that  service  was  rendered, was  a.s  follows : 

SECOND    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTllY    (3  years'  .service). 

Conipiiny  I. 

Alfred  S.  Thayer. 

I  The  second  brigiulo  then  embraced  all  the  active  militia  of 
the  oounties  of  Barnstable,  Bristol,  Norfolk,  and  Plymouth,  and 
the  regimeDtd  of  Cols.  Packard  aud  Wardro  wore  aiiioug  the 
tir:>t  that  left  Massachusetts  for  the  seat  uf  war,  in  April,  IS5I. 
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THIRD    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY   (3  loontl.s' service). 
Cuiiipuiiij  A. 
Joseph  S.  Hiulow,  capt.  Ophcr  D.  .Mitchell. 

Oreb  F.  Milcbull,  sergt, 
Jaiitcb  \V.  Uryitut,  curp. 


Williiiui  M.  Tiukliam. 


Co,. 


<j)ani/ 


II. 


S.  Loriiig,  2d  licut. 
William  C.  Alden. 
Loreuzu  L,  iiruwn. 
Setli  E.  II:irtweil. 


Coiiipaii}/  K. 


Asa.  Shaw,  lat  suigt. 
ElbriJi^c  A.  Maxim,  corp. 
Ebcii  A.  Shaw,  corp. 
Eli  Atwood,  Jr. 
John  S.  Atwood. 


Thomas  Mortuii,  Jr. 
Kobort  Parria. 
LuL-iud  S.  Uaymoiid. 
Fianeis  S.  Thomas. 

Gcor;^e  N.  (lammons. 
Marlin  F.  Jcircr.-suu. 
Henry  L.  MeFarlin. 
Levcn  S.  Morso. 
Thoinad  \V.  Sampson. 


Henry  A.  S\7ift. 
Andrew  E.  Thomas. 
Joseph  Thomas. 
Stephen  F.  Thomaa. 
Windlow  Thomad. 
Alva  C.  Tinkham. 


James  H.  M'atcrnian. 
Thomas  E.  Waterman. 
Dura  We=ton,  Jr. 
Charles  .M.  Wilbur. 
Edward  W.  Wuod. 
Jacob  Wood. 


THITtD    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY  ('J  montba'  service). 
Coiiipaiii/  D. 


Wm.  S.  Bris-ri,  2d  licut. 
Asa  Shaw,  1st  ser^^t. 
Gideon  Shurtliff,  corp. 
James  Brij^gs. 
Allen  Cobb. 
George  Darling. 


Adoniram  B.  Lucas. 
Cornelius  Uamsdell. 
Ezra  Shaw. 

Benjamin  Shurtlitl',  Jr. 
Marcus  M.  Willis, 
Henry  Wrightinton. 


Cunipainj  K. 
Samuel  JoncS. 

FOURTH   REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (3  months' service). 

Coiiipuji)/  K» 

Thomas  Taylor. 

Company  G. 

Daniel  F.  Wood.  Isaac  S.  Clark. 

FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (9  months*  service). 
Compani/  C, 


Seoccu  Thomas,  capt. 
Daniel  F.  Wood,  1st  lieut. 
Sargcant  S.  Sweet,  sergt. 
Frederick  E.  Wood,  ;*ergt. 
Orlando  II.  Shaw,  sergt. 
J.  Iluracu  Suulc,  surgt. 
David  S.  Weston,  sergt. 
Erastus  E.  Gay,  corp. 
Syh'anus  Mendall,  corp, 
Dennis  Shaw,  corp. 
Isaac  E.  Macumbcr,  corp. 
David  A.  Tucker,  corp. 
George  W.  Barrows,  corp. 
Fnincis  S.  Thomas,  corp. 
W.  W.  Atwood,  musician. 
J.  M.  Jenncy,  mubiciau. 
Asa  B.  Adums. 
Andrew  Aldeu. 
Isiiuc  Alger. 
Miion  E.  Algor. 
Eliaha  Bcnsxn. 
Ear!  Bennett. 
Grovur  Bcunelt. 
SyUauus  Bisbec. 
Willitim  B.  Bart. 
Augustus  N.  E.  Bcnchel. 
David  11.  Burgess. 
1  dwin  M.  Cole. 


William  A.  Coombs. 
Richard  Cox. 
William  Eaton,  Jr. 
Thomua  W.  Finney. 
Asa  M.  Franklin. 
Jonathan  L.  Hall. 
David  Handy. 
Reuben  Harlow. 
Reuben  A.  Harlow. 
Levi  Huthaway. 
Conrad  J.  Herman. 
George  H.  Herman. 
Charles  II.  Holmes. 
William  N.  Keith. 
William  MilclicU. 
Harvey  C.  Pratt. 
Cornelius  Ucdding. 
Moriun  Kubbius, 
Andicw  P.  Rogers. 
William  H.  Rogers. 
Hoivaid  E.  Shaw. 
Henry  L.  Shaw. 
Jusrph  B.  Shaw. 
Eplnaini  Simmuos. 
Slilluian  S.  Smith. 
Rudney  E.  Southworth. 
Alfred  0.  Standish. 
John  Sullivan. 


NINTH    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY  (3  years' .crvicc^ 

Thomas  B.  Burt. 

ELEVENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (;j  years'  service). 

Coinpuny  Jt. 

Albert  Dubois. 

Cumpduif  C, 
Jackson  Donahue. 

Com  pan  If  A'. 
Robert  King.  James  Thomp:30ii. 

John  PilkertOQ. 

Coiupiiny  G. 
John  Foley.  Robert  J.  Jennings. 

Company  K, 
John  Cunningham.  John  Flanery. 

TWELFTH   REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (3  years' service). 
Cum  puny  A. 
0.  G.  Tinkham,  1st  sergt.  Andrew  B.  Morton. 

SIXTEENTH    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY    (.^  years' 

service). 

Company  D. 

BoQJamin  McLaughlin. 

Company  I. 
Thomas  Murphy. 

EIGHTEENTH    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY  (3  years' 
service). 
S.  Thomas,  lieut.<coI.  R.  H.  Holme::,  sergt. -maj. 

Thomas  Weston,  maj.  C  M.Vauglum,  drum-maj. 

Charles  F.  Edson,  caj)t.  R.  F.  Barrow>,  musician. 

Company  IS. 

George  P.  Atwood,  sergt. 

Company  C 


Eli  Atwood,  sergt. 
John  S.  Atwood,  corp. 
George  H.  Swift,  corp. 
Frederick  E.  Atwood. 
William  M.  Atwood. 
Francis  B.  Cushmau. 
Josiah  W,  Dean. 
William  M.  De.xtcr. 
Isaac  Harlow. 
Simeon  Harlow. 
John  K.  Maxim. 
Charles  A.  Paul. 

Co,, 

Solomon  F.  Beals,  sergt. 
William  H,  Carle,  sergt. 
Edgar  Harrison,  sergt. 
John  T.  Haskell,  sergt. 
George  N.  Johnson,  sergt. 
George  W.  Joues,  sergt. 
John  W.  King,  Jr.,  aergt. 
Georgu  B.  Thomas,  sergt. 
<;harles  I.  Brown,  corp. 


John  S,  Rayniund. 
Marcus  M.  Raymond. 
Martin  V.  Raymond. 
Thocnas  F.  Sliaw. 
Earl  T.  Smith, 
Watson  N.  Smith. 
Ailouiram  Thomas. 
Arad  Thomas,  Jr. 
Nelson  Tliomas. 
Edwin  J.  WrigliLinton. 
George  W.  Paul. 


fpany 


I). 


Daiius  B.  Clark,  corp, 
Nehemiah  D.  Davis,  corp. 
Charles  A.  llowea,  corp, 
Junies  \V,  King,  corp- 
Albert  II.  Pratt,  eori). 
William  It.  Shaw,  corp. 
Charles  II.  Smith,  Corp. 
Harrison  0.  Thomas,  corp. 
Henry  M,  Warren,  corp. 
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ilnKU-itlH, 

James  S.  Sbiiw. 
Eru:>tu8  M.  Lincolo. 


Piivatea. 


Dnniel  \V.  Atwuod. 
John  S.  Buker. 
Pelcjj  F.  UenaOD. 
AVillium  Benson. 
Willi:im  B.  Brigbtinan. 
Pliineu;j  Burt. 
Ezra  S.  Clark. 
Kzra  S,  Chuse. 
Charles  A.  Churcliill. 
Mcletiab  U.  Clark. 
Janiea  E.  Cushman. 
Timothy  M.  Davis. 
Iciuibod  S.  Dean. 
Lcaiidcr  W.  Field. 
George  L.  Finney. 
Gilmure  Fiah. 
Beiijauiin  Gammons. 
James  Gammons. 
Bernard  G  lanoy. 
Edward  P.  Gore. 
Cyrus  Hall. 
Theodore  P.  Holmes. 
Charles  E.  Hunt. 
Epliraiui  A.  Hunt. 
Henry  E.  Jolinson. 
Ira  0.  Litllejohii. 
Henry  H.  P.  Lovell. 
William  H.  Marshall. 
James  E.  McMann. 
Charles  C.  Mellon. 
Samuel  Mellen. 
John  R.  ilerriek. 
EmcrsoQ  P.  Morse. 
Henry  S.  Murray. 


Robert  Parris. 
Francis  J.  Pierce. 
Cyrus  Perkins. 
Edwin  Pieree. 
Morrell  Perkins. 
Nathan  A.  Perkins. 
Thompson  Perkins. 
Thomas  B.  Pratt. 
James  \l.  Ramsdell. 
Christopher  C.  Reading. 
Milton  Reed. 
James  C.  Record. 
Samuel  M.  Ryder. 
Stephen  C.  Ryder. 
Albert  Shun. 
Charles  li.  Shaw. 
Henry  Shaw. 
Charles  H.  Smith. 
Cornelius  Sullivan. 
Ebron  F.  Taylor. 
Benjamin  L,  Thompson. 
\Villiam  F.  Thompson. 
Charles  T.  Tillson. 
Charles  Tiukham. 
George  B.  Tinkham. 
Charles  K.  Tripp. 
James  H.  Wade. 
Calvin  B.  Ward. 
Henry  F.  Whitcomh. 
William  R.  Whitcomb. 
Charles  W.  Wilmarth. 
William  T.  Withington. 
John  Young. 


Orrin  E.  Caswell. 
William  H.  Dunham. 
Charles  L.  Morse. 
Levin  S.  Alorse. 
Hercules  Smith. 


Company  E, 


Marcus  Soule. 
Erastus  Wallen. 
William  Walloy. 
Thomas  I".  Weatherby. 


Company  F. 
Albert  F.  Mellen.  John  T.  Whiteomb. 

Ouwpani/  H. 
Marcus  Bumpus.  Cyrus  White. 

Compttity  /. 
Preston  Soule,  sergt.  Thomas   P.  Y'oung,  uuas- 

signed  recruit. 

NINETEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (3  years'  ser- 
vice). 

Muiicitin    in   Retjimentul    Baini. 
Charles  H.  Gibbs. 

TWENTIETH    REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY    (3   years'  ser- 
vice). 

Henry  II,  Mathewsou,  corp. 


TWENTY-SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (3  years' 

service). 

Cuinpanij  t7. 

Alexia  C.  Dean,  corp.  Peter  Fagan. 

Vanzandt  E.  Smith,  oorp.  Joseph  E.  Tinkham. 

Charles  W.  Clark. 

TWENTY-THIRD   REGIMENT    OF  INFANTRY  (3    years' 
service). 

Company  D. 
Leonard  B.  Haskina.  Benjamin  0.  Tillson. 

Company  E. 
Warren  Chubbuck.  Marcus  P.  iMaxim. 

Elbridge  A.  Maxim. 

TWENTY-FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

Company  D, 

Sergt.  George  N.  Gammons,  died  March  8,  1862. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (3  years' 
service). 

Company  B» 
John  Bergen. 

THIRTIETH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (3  years'  service). 

Company  /'. 
John  Grady. 

THIRTY-SECOND    REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (3  years' 

service). 

Company  A. 

Charles  H.  Smith,  corp.  Thomas  Morton,  Jr. 

Company  B, 
Nehemiah  D.  Davis,  sergt. 

Company  C. 
Orrin  E.  Caswell.  Meletiah  R.  Clark. 

Ezra  S.  Chose. 

Company  D* 
Charles  J.  Brown,  corp.  George  L.  Finney. 

Josiah  ^V.  Dean. 

Company  E. 
Jennison  Morse.  Joseph  Westgate. 

Edward  S.  Westgate.  William  Westgate. 

Ezra  T.  Westgate. 

Company  H. 
Francis  J.  Peirco. 

ComjHiny  /. 
James  C.  Record. 


Con. 


Marcus  Soule. 
Elbron  F.  Taylor. 


ipany  . 


William  F.  Thompson. 


Company  L, 
Henry  F.  Whitcomb. 

Unaimigneil  liecruits. 
John  T.  Haskell,  sergt.  George  B.  Thomas,  corp. 

Solomon  F.  Beals,  sergt.  Charles  W.  Wilmaith. 

FORTIETH    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY    (3    years'    ser- 


James  W.  Bryant,  capt. 
Oreb  F.  Mitchell,  capt. 
J.  Arthur  Fitch,  lieut. 


Southworlh   Loring,  lieut. 
Edwin  P.  Holmes. 
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Co,ni,.i„u    A. 

Williain  E.  White,  6ei<;t. 
Henry  A.  Eatoa. 

Coinpani/  E, 


Adiliiun  J.  Shiiw. 


W.  U.  liarlow,  sergt. 
H.  L.  MoFarliD,  scr-;t. 
A,  M.  Peikina,  seigt. 
"William  E.  liryaut,  coip. 
F.  0,  Uurgcss,  cori>. 
Albert  F.  Finney,  uorp. 
Francis  M.  llotlyes,  uorp. 
tSidney  IJ.  Wilbur,  corp. 
IJunjamiii  W.  liuinp. 
Jamed  Cartor. 
Orauitil   li.  Churchill. 
Ansul  A.  Cobb. 
Uobert  V.  Cole. 
Jamus  C.  FcasenJeu. 
Hazen  K.  Godfrey. 
Harrison  Ila^^kind. 


Georj^e  Hinkley. 
Edward  Jounini^s. 
Henry  F.  Maxiui. 
]Wiij:nuin  S.  McLaii^lilin. 
Sihis  II.  iMurdock. 
Duiiud  M.  Nichols. 
Juhn  J.  Perkins. 
Albert  G.  Fratt. 
Juhn  Scaolin. 
Williiim  N.  Shnw. 
Christupher  C.  Smith. 
Tiiuothy  J.  ISuUivan. 
Charles   G.  Tinkhain. 
Tliom;La  E.  Wilmot. 
Asaph  Writington. 


FIFTY-EIGHTH    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY. 

Coinpani/  li. 
David  W.  Deune,  corp.  Richard  Cox. 

CullljXtllT/    U. 

John  L.  Cubb. 

Coiiiptiiii/  E. 
David  S.  I'jison. 

Coinpani)  K. 
Henry  Fitsiiuona. 

FIFTY-NINTH    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY    (3    years' 
service). 

Com  pan  If  G. 
Beiijaiuin  Chamborlaio. 

FIRST    REGIMENT    OF    CAVALRY  {?,  years'  service). 
('oinpuuy  I. 
R.  S.  Capen,  1st  dcrgt. 
Francis  0.  Ilarlow. 


William  A.  Suiilh. 


Companij  K. 


Tboiuas  Doran. 
John  E.  Smitli. 


Wushiogton  I.  Caswell. 


THIRD    REGIMENT    OF    CAVALRY   (3  years' service). 

Cnmpanij  J/. 
Geurj^e  Cummings. 

Company    L. 

T.  p.  Van  Ronthuyscn,  sergt. 


Cou 


ipainj 


M. 


Juhn  Grant. 


Charles  F.  Smith, 


Jivatl'n  Cvinpmii/  {ao  calUU). 
James  E.  Nichols. 

FOURTH    REtilMENT    OF    CAVALRY  (3  years' serviue), 
Robert  S.  Capon,  sergt.-uiaj. 

Co  in  pan  If  A. 
Horace   S.    Flagg. 

Compitiii/  li. 
Andrew  P.  Rogers,  sergt. 

Coiitpitny  D. 
Albert  Eddy,  sergt.  Thomas  S.  Ellis. 

Jeremiah  Callihau,  corp. 


FIFTH    REGIMENT    OF    CAVALRY  ,::  yeur^"  service). 

Cumjjuni/   U. 

John  Allen, 

Roll  of  Honor. — Names  of  MiJdlcboio'  men  wlio^o 
lives  were  sacriliceJ  for  the  uause  of  tlie  Uuioii  in  thu 
late  war  of  the  great  llebellion  : 

'^  The  gallant  man,  though  slain  in  li^hl  he  be, 
Yot  leaves  his  country  snfc,  liis  nation  free, 
Entails  a  debt  on  all  the  t^nittful  >talc  ; 
His  own  brave  friends  shall  ^lory  in  his  fate, 
Jlis  wife  live  honored,  and  his  laee  succeed. 
And  late  postelity  enjoy  the  deed." — l*ol'i;*s  Ji'n„tr. 

THIUD    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY  I'J  lu. . nebs' seivicej. 

Asa  .Sbavv,  1st  seij^t. 

Cuiiijittiiij  A . 
Samuel  Jones,  ilied  May  '_'0,  l^Oo. 

FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTKV  ('J  month..' servieei. 

C'niipunij   (\ 

jMiron  E.  Alger,  died  at  Brashear  <.^ity.  La.,  .July  lu.  ISo.",. 

David  H.  Burgess,  died  Aug.  28,  IStio. 

Williams  Eaton,  Jr.,  from  wounds  received  .a  Port  Hu.l-on,  died 

at  New  Orleans  June  21,  ISo;:. 
Daniel  Handy,  died  at  Centralia,  111.,  Sei^t.  lu.  ISii;;. 
Levi  Hathaway,  died  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  .\ug.  2U.  Ibii^;. 
Henry  L,  Shaw,  of  wounds  received  at  l*orl  Hudson,  died  U*-io- 

ber,  1803. 
Ei»bruim  Siuiinons,  died  at  Urasbe.ir  L'it)  M.iy  21,  ISil;;. 
Andrew   K.  Thomas,  died  at  or   near  Ijrashear  City,  l.u.,  Junu 

27,  istia. 
Stephen  F.  Thoma£,dicd  in  the  liospilai  .it  New  Orie.ih=  .May   1, 

ISliS. 
Alva  C.  Tinkham,  die.l  at  Brashear  City,  l.a.,  July  !.'■,  Isri.:. 
Joseph  Thomas,  died  at  Port  Ilud^un,  La.,  Au_:^.  I,  I  sii;:. 
Corp.  Francis   S.  Thomas,  died    at    Carrollton    llo.-pital,   l..i., 

.March  9,  186:i. 

TWELFTH   UEGI.MENT  OF  l.N'FANTKY  , :;  .vear.'  s.rviee  . 

Voiiijjttnt/   A. 

Sergt.  Corneliud  G.  Tinkliani,  died  Oct.  1,  ISii2,  of  wuiind.-   re- 
ceived at  the  battle  of  Antietaui. 

EIGHTEENTH    It  KG  IMKNI'    OF    1  .NFA  .NIK  V. 

Coiuj..,,,^  r. 

William  M.  Atwood,  killed  .a  b.ittle  of  ISull  Kun,  \a.,  Aug.  :'.u. 

1862. 
Isaac  Harlow,  died  in  camp  .March  1,  ISiiJ. 
Adoniram  Thomas,  died  Sept.  2'J,  18lJ2,  of  wwiiud-    received   .u 

battle  of  Bull  Bun. 
Martin  V.  Haymond,  killed  ai  Bull  Uun  An-;;.  '■',»,  Kstl'j. 
Frederick  E.  Attwood,  killc.l  in  battle  Au^-.  -'li,  I8G2. 
Francis  B.  Cuuhuian,  died  .May  lo,  1&B2. 
John  K.  Martin,  died  in  hospital  Jan.  27,  1811... 
Corp.  Georgo   11.  Swilt,  liied  in    IStiS,  from  wound-  received  at 

Chancellorsville. 
George  W.  Paul,  died  .May  31,  1802. 

CulHJjIltllJ    D. 

William  B.  Brigbtmun,  died  in  Libby  Prison  Sept.  2.^,  18ti2. 
Charles  E.  Hunt,  killed  at  battle  of  I'uld  Harbor  June  1,  18iil. 
Sergt.  Henry  M.  Warren,  died   Dec.  211,  I  8152,  from  wounds  re- 
ceived in  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
James  H.  Wade,  died  in  hospital  at  Philadelphia  Aug.  7,  1S62. 
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Samuel  .M.  RiJcr,  died  in  December,  I8ti2,  frum  wouode  recuived 

:it  the  batile  of  Frcdericksbuitj. 
Juuics  ( '.  Record,  died  ld  liu:^[iit:il  at  Alexandria  Nuv.  L'j,  13G4. 
*'orp,  D:irin:i  B.  Clurk,  killed   in   tlic  battle  of  Fredericksburg 

Dec.  i;>,  isr>:.'. 

Moirell   Perkins,  died  Dec.  20,  ISHil,  fioin  wouodd  received  at 

battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
Pelei^'  F.  IJenaoo,  died  Nov.  17,  1802. 

Cyru^  Hall,  died  iuMiospital  at  Wasliinj^'ton,  D.  C,  Oct.  I'J,  1862. 
Samuel  .Mullen,  died  at  Hall's  lUIl  Jan.  10,  1862. 
Cbarlcti  W.  Wiluiartli,  died    in    Aiider.sonville   prison   July   18, 

18G4. 
(-yi'us  Perkins,  died  Jan.  1,  1863. 

Coiiipnnu  if. 
Cyrus  White,  diud  Nov.  PJ,  1862. 

Cuiupaitii    I. 

Sergt.  Preston  Soule.  died  May  14,  1802. 

TWENTV-TIIIRD    REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY  (3  years' 

service). 

Ctniijittitif  E. 

Klbrid<;e  A.  Maxim,  died  July  25,  1864. 

THIRTY-SECOND   REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (3  years' 

service). 

Contpunif  E. 

Ezra  T.  \Vest;;ate.  killed  in  battle  at  Cold  Harbor  June  4,  1864. 

FORTIETH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY  (3  years'  service). 
Coiupiiiii/  E. 

Lieut.  Arthur  Fitch,  killed  at  Fort  Harrison  Sept.  30,  1864. 

Corp.  Sidney  B.  Wilbur,  died  June  2,  1864,  from  wounds  re- 
ceived in  battle  at  Cold  Harbor. 

Edward  Jennings,  died. 

George  Ilinkley,  died  Feb.  24,  1S63,  from  wounds  received  at 
the  battle  of  Olustee. 

Oramell  II.  Churchill,  died  Sept.  11,  1863. 

Corp.  Francis  M.  Hodges,  died  at  Beaufort  Oct.  27,  1363. 

Timothy  J.  Sullivan,  died  Aug.  22,  18C4,  of  wounds  received  in 
battle  at  Petersburg. 

FIFTY-EIGHTH     REGIMENT    OF    INFANTRY   (3    years' 

flervice). 

Coin  pa  HI/  H. 

Richard  Cox,  killed  Juno  3,  1864. 

Ctjiiiptiiiif  C. 
John  L.  Cobb,  died  Aug.  12,  1864. 

FIFTY-NINTH    REGIMENT   OF   INFANTRY. 

Benjamin  Cbaoiberlain,  died  Dec.  iO,  1864. 

FIRST    REGIMENT   OF  CAVALRY  (.-{  years'  service). 

Conipitny  K, 

Washington  I.  Caawull,  died  Aug.  29,  1S63. 

THIRD   REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY  (3  years'  service). 

Cnntptimj    B. 

Geurge  Cuiiimings,  died  at  Nevr  Orleans  July  23,  1864. 

FOURTH   REGIiMENT   OF   CAVALRY  (3  years'  service). 
Cnmpaiit/  D. 
Sergt.  Albert  Eddy,  died. 

'*  On  fume's  eternal  camping-ground 
Their  silent  tents  are  spread, 
While  glory  guards  with  solemn  round 
The  bivouac  of  the  dead." 


Local  Militia. — Names  of  Middleboro'  p;entlemeQ 
who  attained  to  ranks  higher  than  that  of  captain  : 

GENERAL   OFFICERS. 
AbicI  Washburn,  brigadier-general,  from  .St-pt.  4,  1316,  to  1824. 
Ephraiu)  Ward,  brigadier-general,  from  Jan.  27,  1825,  to  IS31. 
Darius  Miller,  brigadier-general,  from  July  20,  IS3I,  to  1833. 
Eliab  Ward,  brigadier-general,  from  April  8,  IS5(),  to  1355. 

FIELD    OFFICERS. 
First  Reqihent  op  I.vfantuv. 
Elkaoali  Leonard,  major,  from  1741-1745. 
Ebone^er  Sproutt,  major,  from  17 —  to  1776. 
lienjauiin   Drew,  Jr.,  major,  from   Feb,  14,  1836,  to  .\pril   24, 

1840. 

Third  Regiment  ok  Light  Infantuv. 
Eliab  Ward,  colonel,  from  July  10,  1844,  to  April  8,  1850. 
Eluathan  W.  Wilbur,  colonel,  from  May  4,  1850,  to  1853. 
Stephen  Thomas,  colonel,  from  March  12,  1853,  to  1858. 
Lothrop    Thomas,  lieutenant-colonel,  from    Aug.  2.!,   1834,  to 

1830. 
Eliab  Ward,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  Sept.  15,  1S43,  to  July  10, 

1844. 
Daniel   Atwood,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  September,  1845,  to 

1850. 
Ebenezer  W.  Peirce,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  April  3,  1852,  to 

Nov.  7,  1855. 
Thomas  Weston,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  July  12,  1856,  to  1858. 
Daniel  Atwood,  major,  from  July  10,  1S44,  to  1845. 
Joseph  Sampson,  Jr.,  major,  from  1845  to  1840, 
Elnathao  W.  Wilbur,  major,  from  1849  to  May  4,  185U. 
George  Ward,  major,  from  May  4,  1850,  to  1351. 
Ebenezer  W.  Peirce,  major,  from  Aug.  2,  1351,  to  April  3,  1852. 
Stephen  Thomas,  major,  from  April  3,  1852,  to  March  12,  1853. 

FouttTn  Regiment  op  Inpa.vtuv. 
Ebenezer  Sproutt,  colonel,  from  February,  1776,  to  1781, 
John  Nelson,  colonel,  from  July  1,  1781,  to  1787. 
Edward  Sparrow,  colonel,  from  Oct.  29,  1793,  to  April  1,  1796. 
Abiel  Washburn,  colonel,  from  July  22,  1300,  to  Sept.  4,  1316. 
Ephraim  Ward,  colonel,  from  April  25,  1317,  to  Jan.  27,  1825. 
Benjamin  P.  Wood,  colonel,  from  Sept.  7,  182B,  to  1329. 
Darius  Miller,  colonel,  from  Aug.  31,  1829,  to  July  20,  1831. 
Thomas  Weston,  Jr.,  colonel,  from  1332  to  1834. 
Edward  G.  Perkins,  colonel,  from  Feb.  4,  1837,  to  1839. 
Nathan  King,  colonel,  from  Feb.  7,  1830,  to  April  24,  1840. 
William  Tapper,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  July  1,  1781,  to  1784. 
Edward  Sparrow, lieutenant-colonel,  from  July  17,  1787,  to  Oct. 

29,  1793. 
Abiel  Washburn,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  Jan.  4,  1797,  to  July 

22,  1800. 
Ephraim  Ward,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  18I-,  to  April  25,  IS17. 
Peter  II.  Peirce,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  April  25,  1317,  to  1823. 
Benjamin  P.  Wood,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  Out.  10,  1823,  to 

Sept.  7,  1826. 
Southworth  Ellis,  Jr.,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  Sept.  7,  1S26,  to 

1829. 
Thomas  Weston,  Jr.,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  Aug.  31,  1829,  to 

1832. 
Oliver  Eaton,  lieutenant-colonel,  from  1832  to  1334. 
Edward  G.  Perkins,  lieutenant-uolouel,  from  May,  1834,  to  Feb. 

4,  1837. 
Nathan  King,  lieutenant-colonel,  from   Feb.  4,  1837,  to  Feb.  8, 

1839. 
Peter  Hoar,  senior  major,  from  July  22,  1800,  to  1807. 
Jacob  Cushman,  senior  major,  from  Nov.  27,  1307,  to  1809. 
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Lovi  Peirce,  acntur  ni:ijor,  frotn  1812  to  1816. 

John  Nelson,  miijor,  from  May  9,  177G,  to  July  1,  1781. 

EiJw;trU  Sparrow,  mnjor,  from  July  1,  17S1,  to  July  17,  17^7. 

Abicl  WiLsliburn,  iu:ijor,  from  May  1,  171*4,  to  Jan.  4,  1797. 

Pcttr  Hoar,  major,  from  Jan.  4,  1797,  to  July  22,  18UU. 

Levi  Peiree,  major,  from  June  8,  18U9,  to  1812. 

Epbraim  Ward,  major,  from  1S14  to  1310. 

Peter  H.  Peirce,  major,  from  181U  to  April  25,  1317. 

Branch  Harlow,  nnijor,  from  April  26,  1817,  to  1323. 

Philu  \Vashburn,  major,  from  Sept.  7,  1S26,  to  1328. 

Dariu:.  Miller,  major,  from  riept.  12,  1823,  to  Aug.  31,  1829. 

Oliver  Eaton,  major,  from  Aug.  31,  1S29,  to  1832. 

I-aae  Fuller,  major,  from  Feb.  8,  1339,  to  April  24,  1840. 

Battalion  or  CAVALnv. 
■\VilUam  Dourne,  major,  from  Sept.  12,  18(13,  to  18U7. 
Thomas  Bennett,  major,  from  April  23,  1807,  to  November,  1811. 
Harry  Jackson,  major,  from  Jan.  29,  1S23,  to  death,  in  1823. 

Battalion  of  Autillkhy. 
AViUiam  Thomas,  major,  from  Aug.  23,  1S34,  to  1836. 

Compaiiy  Officers. — From  1(J69  to  1727,  or  about 
fift3'-ein;lu  years,  all  tlie  local  militia  within  the  bounds 
of  what  are  now  the  townships  of  MiJdleboro'  and 
Lakeville  were  euibruced  in  one  company.  This  com- 
pany was,  in  or  about  1727,  divided  into  two  compa- 
nies known  as  First  and  Second  Companies,  and  a  few 
years  later  subdivided  into  three  companies,  and  in  or 
before  1755  made  to  constitute  four  companies,  as  it 
continued  to  do  until  the  war  of  American  Revolu- 
tion, when  further  divided  and  organized  as  eight  com- 
panies. 

FIRST    COMPANY. 

Coiiuniitaioiittl  Oj/icei'H, 

Jacob  Thompi^JOQ,  captiiin,  from to  1716, 

Joseph  Vaughun,  captiiiii,  from  March,  1710,  to . 

Peter  Bennett,  captain,  from  . 

Ebcnezcr  Sproutt,  captain,  from  1702  to  177-. 
Natiiaoiel  Wood,  captain,  from  1776  to  July  1,  17S1. 
Williiim  Sliaw,  captain,  from  July  1,  I7SI. 
John  Thuiupson,  lieutenant,  from  1075. 
Joseph  Vaughn,  licutuiiaut,  from  17 — to  March,  1716. 
Ichahoil  Southworth,  lieutenant,  from  March,  1716,  to  1727. 
Samuel  Suiiih,  lieulenunt,  from  1702  to  Sept.  19,  1775. 
Junah  Washburn,  Jr.,  lieutenant,  from  177B  to  July  1,  17S1. 

Jo^jcpli  Vaujjhn,  ensign  from  . 

Peter  Bennett,  ensign. 

Nathaniel  Wood,  ensign,  from  1702  to  1770. 

SECOND    COMPANY. 

Coinmigsioneii  0//ivtrM. 
IchaboJ  Southworth,  captain,  from  1727  to  17 — . 
Nathaniel  Southworth,  captain,  frotu  17 —  to  17 — . 
Ebeuezer  Morton,  captain,  from  17 —  to  1754. 
Nathaniol  Smith,  captain,  from  July  2;J,  1754,  to  1702. 
Gideon  Southworth,  eapUiin,  from  Get.  27,  1702,  to  1772. 
Robert  Sproat,  captain,  from  June  12,  1772,  to  1774. 
Nathaniel  Smith,  captain,  from  Oct.  10,  1774,  to  Sept.  19,  1775. 
Nehemiah  Allen,  captain,  from  May  9,  1770,  to  I77S. 
John  Barrows,  captain,  from  April  8,  177S,  to  1730. 
Abaer  Bourne,  captain,  from  Juno  2,  1780,  to  July  I,  1781. 
Ezra  liarlow,  captain,  from  July  1,  17SI,  to  1790. 
Gcorgo  Vaughan,  captain,  from  April  12,  1700,  to  1793. 
Peter  Hour,  captain^  from  June  0,  1793,  to  Jan.  4,  1797. 


I  Jubcz  Thomas,  captain,  from  Jan.  25,  1797,  to  1799, 
I   John  Morton,  captain,  from  May  7,  1790,  to  1S(I2. 
I   Sylvanus  Tillson,  captain,  from  May  4,  1802,  to  1S05. 
I    Nathaniel  Cole,  captain,  from  May  7,  1S05,  to  1SU9, 
I    Abner  Barrows,  Jr.,  captain,  from  July  27,  1S09,  to  1^11, 
Ephraiui  Ward,  captain,  from  March  IS.  ISU,  to  ISU. 
Peter  11.  Peirce,  captain,  from   Feb.  18,  1314,  to  1810. 
Orrin  Tinkliam,  captain,  from  Sept.  10,  Ksiti,  tn  IS  17. 
Enoch  llaskins,  captain,  from  April  14,  1S17,  to  Feb.  25,  1S18. 
Nathaniel  Southworth,  lieutenant,  from  17 —  tu  17 — . 
Gideon  Southworth,  licutcnunt,  froui  July  2'J,,  1704,  to  Ou-t.  27, 

1762. 
Robert  Sproat,  lieutenant,  from  Oct.  27,  I7r«2,  i..June  12,1772. 
IchaboU  Wood,  lieutenant,  from  June  12,  1772,  to  1774. 
Nehemiah    Allen,    lieutenant,    from    Oct.    li',    1771,   tu  .May   9, 

1770. 
John  Barrowj,  lieutenant,  from  May  U,  1770,  tu  April  8,  1778. 
Abner  Bourne,  lieutenaut,  from  April  S,  1778,  to  June  2,  1780, 
Elias  Miller,  lieutenant,  from  June  2,  17So,  to  July  1,  17SI. 
Abner  Nelson,  lieutenant,  from  July  1,  17SI,  to  1790. 
Peter  Vaughan,  lieutenant,  from  April  12,  1790,  |o  1793. 
j   John  Mortitn,  lieutenant,  from  June  0,  170.3,  to  May  7,  1799. 
Zachariah  Weston,  lieutenant,  from  Jan.  25,  1797,  to  1799. 
Sylvanus  Tillsun,  lieutenant,  from  May  7,  1790,  tu  May  4,  IS02. 
Nathaniel  Cole,  lieutenant,  from  May  4,  l.Su2,  to  May  7,  1805, 
I   Abner  Barrows,  Jr.,   lieutenant,  fiom   May  7,  1805,  to  July  27, 
1309. 
Mclzar  Tribou,  lieutenant,  from  July  27,  1809,  tu  1  ."■ — . 
William  Harlow,  lieutenant,  from  IS —  to  18 — . 
Thomas  A.  iJa6kell,  lieutenant,  from  Alay  3,  1814,  to  his  death. 
Orrin  Tinkham,  tieuteoaut,  from  May  7,  ISIO,  to  Sept.  10,  1S16. 
Enoch   ll:iskius,  lieutenant,  from  Sept.    10,   I8t0,tu  April   14, 

1317. 
George  Leonard,  Jr.,  lieutenant,  frum   April   H,  1317,  to   Feb. 

25,  1818. 
Robert  Sproutt,  ensign,  from  July  23,  1754,  to  Oct.  27,  1702. 
Nathaniel  Smith,  ensign,  from  17 —  to  17 — . 
Samuel  Barrows,  ensign,  from  Oct.  lU,  1774,  to  Sept.  19.  1775. 
Abner  Bourne,  ensign,  from  May  9,  I77li,  to  April  8,  1778. 
Elias  Miller,  ensign,  from  April  8,  1778,  to  June  2,  1780. 
Ezra  Harlow,  ensign,  from  Juno  2,  1780,  to  July  1,  17^1. 
Gershom  Foster,  ensign,  from  July  1,  1781,  tu  1790. 
Daniel  Vaughan,  ensign,  frum  April  12,  170U,  to  1793. 

Jubez  Thomas,  ensign,  from  June  C,  1703,  to  . 

John  Morton,  ensign,  from  Jan.  25,  1797,  to  . 

Nathaniel  Cole,  ensign,  from  May  7,  1709,  to  May  4,  1802. 
Abner  Barrows,  Jr.,  ensign,  from  May  4,  IS02,  tu  May  7,  1805. 
Melzar  Tribou,  ensign,  from  May  7,  1805,  to  July  27,  1^07. 
Ephraim  Ward,  ensign,  from  July  27,  1807,  to  1810. 
Peter  II.  Peirce,  ensign,  from  ISIO,  tu  Feb.  18,  181  I. 
Orrin  Tinkham,  ensign,  from  Feb.  18,  1814,  to  .May  7,  1816. 
Enoch  lla&kins,  ensign,  from  May  7,  ISIG,  tu  Sept.  lit,  1816. 
George    Leonard,  Jr.,  ensign,  from  Sept.   10,  18IG,  to  April  14, 

1817. 
Isaac  Stevens,  ensign,  from  April  14,  lal7,  to  Feb.  20,  1818. 

This  company  was  dibbautleJ  by  a  general  order 
from  the  Governor  Feb.  25,  1818.  For  i'uiLher 
particulars,  see  account  of  companied  of  liglit  inlaniry 
in  Middleboro*. 

THIRD    COMPANY. 
Joseph  Tinkham,  captain,  from  175-  to  17 — . 
William  Tuppor,  captain,  from  1770  to  July  1,  1781. 
Nathaniel  Wilder,  captain,  from  July  1,  1781,  to  17 — . 
Nathaniol  Wilder,  Jr.,  captain,  from  April  0,  1802,  to  1817. 
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Bunjuiuin  White,  lieutenant,  fi-um  1762. 
Jolin  .Munlcick,  licuteimnt,  from  1775  tu  July  1,  1781. 
Sauiuul  Dnton,  lieutenant,  from  July  I,  17!il. 
Klkan.ili  Leonard,  Jr.,  ensign,  front  1762  to  17 — . 
Juincs  AVcatoo,  cn;iign,  from  1776  to  July  1,  1781. 
SyWuMua  Wurren,  ensign,  from  July  1,  1 78 1. 

FOURTH   COMPANY. 

Jotopb  Leonard,  captain,  from  17 —  to . 

William  Canedy,  captain,  from  177-  to  Sc|>t.  19,  1776. 

Job  I'circe,  captain,  from  May  'J,  1776,  to  1773. 

Henry  IVirce,  captain,  from  1778  to  17S7. 

Jamc;  I'circe,  captain,  from  July  17,  1787,  to  170-. 

.-Vbanoain  Uind^,  captain,  from  Aug.  15,  17'J6,  to  1S02. 

Elkanuli  Peiree,  captain,  from  May  J,  1802,  to  1S06. 

Elisha  liriggs,  captain,  from  Sept.  2'J,  ISOU,  to  1811. 

Silvanua  I'arria,  captain,  from  MurcL  20,  1811,  to  1815. 

Ethan  Peiree,  captain,  from  June  6,  1815,  to  1S2-. 

Apollos  Heed,  captain,  from  182-  to  1827. 

John  Strobridge,  captain,  from  May  lit,  1827,  to  182'J. 

Sauiuel  Hoar,  captain,  from  June  6,  1829,  to  1831. 

.Silas  P.  Ashley,  captain,  from  Aug.  1  j,  1831,  to  IS — 

Thomas  Nelson,  lieuteuant,  from  175-  to  176-. 

John  Nelson,  lieutenant,  from  1773  to  May  9,  1776. 

Joaiab  Smith,  lieutenant,  May  9,  1776. 

Peter  lluar,  lieutenant,  from  177-  to  1781. 

Ezra  Clark,  lieutenant,  from  July  17,  1787,  to  1789. 

Leonard  Hinds,  lieutenant,  from  June  12,  1789,  to  1792. 

Barnabas  Clark,  lieutenant,  from  Sept.  25,  1792,  to  1790. 

lienjauiin  CUo^e,  lieutenant,  from  Aug.  15,  1796,  to  1799. 

Elkunah  Peiree,  lieutenant,  from  May  20,  1799,  to  May  4,  1802. 

Isaac  llolloway,  lieutenant,  from  May  4,  1802,  to  1806. 

Asa  Winslow,  lieutenant,  from  May  5,  1807,  to  18H. 

Gideon  Ilaskins,  lieutenant,  from  March  20,  1811,  to  1815. 

Apollos  Heed,  lieutenant,  from  May  7,  1816,  to  182-. 

John  Strobridge,  lieutenant,  from  182-  to  May  19,  1827. 

Samuel  Hour,  lieutenant,  from  May  19,  1827,  to  June  0, 1829. 

John  W.  Canedy,  lieutenant,  from  June  8,  1829,  to  Oct.  — ,  1831. 

Abraham  Peiree,  lieutenant,  from    Oct.  7,   1831,  to   April  24, 

l.sit). 
Isaac  Peiree,  ensign,  froui  175-  to  170-. 
Samuel  Hoar,  ensign,  from  May  9,  J77G,  to  1778. 

Nathaniel  Mucomber,  ensign,  from  July  1,  1781,  to . 

Luther  Hoar,  ensign,  from  June  12,  1789,  to  1792. 

George  Peiree,  ensign,  from  Sept.  25,  1792,  to  1796. 

Ebenezer  Pcirco,  ensign,  from  Aug.  16,  1796,  to  1802. 

Freenian  Peiree,  ensign,  from  May  4,  1802,  to  1807. 

Sylvunua  Parris,  ensign,  from  May  5,  1807,  to  March  20,  1811. 

Abiatha  Crigg.-,  ensign,  from  May  20,  1811,  to  181-. 

Eliiis  Parris,  ensign,  from  Jlay  7,  1816,  to  1321. 

Samuel  Hoar,  ensign,  from  1821  to  May  19,  1827. 

John  W.  Canedy,  ensign,  from  May  19,  1827,  to  June  6,  1829. 

Nathl.  Caswell,  ensign,  from  June  (i,  1829,  to  1834. 

Eli  Haskell,  ensign,  from  1834  to  April  24,  1840. 

FIFTH   COMPANY. 
Perei  Churohill,  captain,  from  1770  to  July  1,  1781. 
Consider  Benson,  lieutenant,  from  1776  to  1781. 

SIXTH   COMPANY. 

James  Shuw,  captain,  from  July  1,  1731,  tu  1784. 

John  Miller,  captain,  from  June  3,  1784. 

John  Miller,  lieutenant,  from  July  1,  1781,  to  June  3,  1784. 

Elisha  Clark,  lieutenant,  from  June  3,  1784. 

Daniel  Tinkham,  ensign,  from  July  I,  1781. 


SEVENTH   COMPANY. 
.^mos  Washburn,  captain,  from  177-  to  17S1. 
Abraham  Shaw,  captain,  from  July  I,  I7SI,  to  1787. 
John  Siuith,  captain,  from  July  17,  1787,  to  1794. 
Ebenezer  Criggs,  Jr.,  captain,  from  Aug.  4,  1791,  to  ISlll. 
Eliaa  Sampson,  captain,  from  Aug.  31,  ISUl,  to  \Hin. 
Daniel  Smith,  captain,  from  May  6,  1807,  to  1310. 
Ebenezer  Pickens,  captain,  from  Sept.  21,  1810,  to  1814. 
David  Sherman,  captain,  from  May  2,  1814,  to  1820. 
Abiel  M.  Sampson,  captain,  from  Oct.  17,  1820,  to  1827. 
Richard  B.  Foster,  captain,  from  April  28,  1827,  to  1S2S. 
Horatio  G.  Clark,  captain,  from  July  19,  1828,  to  Jan.  23,  1829. 
James  Picken,",  captain,  from  May  29,  IS29,  to  .\I.iy  311,  1330. 
Elisha  Haskell,  lieutenant,  from  1776  to  I  "si. 
Robert  Strobridge,  lieutenant,  from  July  1,  1781,  tu  1787. 
Elijah  Smith,  lieutenant,  from  July  17,  1787. 
Ebenezer  Briggs,  Jr.,  lieutenant,  from  June  21,  1790,  to  Aug. 

4,  1794. 
Joseph  Macombor,  lieutenant,  from  Aug.  4,  1794,  to  1796. 
George  Pickens,  lieutenant,  from  Aug.  16,  1796,  to  ISOl. 
Daniel  Smith,  lieutenant,  from  May  7,  1805,  to  May  5,  1807. 
Abiel  Terry,  lieutenant,  from  May  5,  1807,  to  IS — . 
James  Pickens,  lieutenant,  from  1814  to  1820. 
Abiel    M.  Sampson,  lieutenant,  from   Juno   7,  1820,  to  Oct.  17, 

1820. 
Daniel  Briggs,  lieuteuant,  from  Oct.  17,  1820,  to  1827. 
Horatio  G.  Clark,  lieutenant,  from  1827  to  July  19,  1828. 
James  Pickens,  lieutenant,  July  19,  1828,  to  May  29,  1829. 
John  Crocker,  lieutenant,  from  May  29,  1829,  to  May  .'io,  1830. 
Andrew  McCully,  ensign,  from  177-  to  1781. 
John  Smith,  ensign,  from  July  1,  1781,  to  July  17,  1787. 
George  Hackett,  ensign,  from  July  17,  1787,  to  1790. 
Joseph  Macumbcr,  ensign,  from  June  24,  1790,  to  Aug.  4,  1794. 
George  Pickens,  ensign,  from  Aug.  1,  1794,  to  Aug.  16,  1796. 
Levi  Briggs,  ensign,  from  Aug.  16,  1796,  to  1799. 
Abner  Clark,  ensign,  from  Aug.  29,  1799,  tu  1301. 
Daniel  Smith,  ensign,  from  Aug.  31,  1301,  to  Alay  7,  1305. 
Noah  Clark,  ensign,  from  Moy  7,  1805,  tu  13 — . 
Ebenezer  Pickens,  ensign,  from  ISO-  to  Sept.  21,  1310. 

Asa  Coggshall,  ensign,  frolu to  ISIG. 

Abiel  M.  Sampson,  ensign,  from  1816  to  June  7,  1820. 
Daniel  Briggs,  ensign,  from  June  7,  1820,  to  Oct.  17,  1320. 
Nathaniel  Sampson,  ensign,  from  1820  to  July  19,  1827. 
James  Pickens,  ensign,  from  1827  to  July  19,  1328. 
John  Crocker,  ensign,  from  July  19,  1328,  to  .May  29,  1829. 
James  Sprout,  ensign,  from  1329  to  May,  1830. 

EIGHTH   COMPANY. 
David  Vaughan,  captain,  from  July  1,  1781. 
Andrew  Cobb,  lieutenant,  from  July  1,  1781. 
lehabod  Wood,  ensign,  from  July  I,  1781. 

Companies  of  Light  Infantry. — Two  hanJ- 
soniely-uuifbrmed,  fully-equipped,  wellJrillcd,  and 
thoroughly-disciplioed  couipunics  of  lij;lit  infantry 
have  existed  in  Middleboru'.  Tlie  first  of  these 
raised  in  this  towu  was  authorized  by  an  order,  of 
wliich  the  following  is  a  true  copy  : 

'*  COMUONWEALTll  OF  M assachusktts, 
"In  Council,  January  20th,  1813. 
"The  military  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Thomas  AVood  and  forty-three  others,  privates  in  a  company 
of  militia  in  the  town  of  Middleborough,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Enoch  Hawkins,  praying  that  said  company  may  be  dis- 
banded and  annexed  to  the  company  commanded  by  Captaia 
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Sylviinus  AV^:irrt:n,  in  urJer  tor  (be  united  couipaiiicb  to  enlist 
:ind  furni  a  Grenailicr  L'Oiii|iany,  ub^tcrvc  that  tbu  Cuioiicl  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Ucj^iuicnt  of  wiiich  iaid  companies 
are  a  part,  being  tlie  -Itb  Uej;iuient  of  the  lirst  Brigade  of  the 
tiftb  Div'ifiuii  uf  the  Militia,  approv^e  of  the  petitions,  and 
state  that  the  Captain  of  the  company  in  which  they  bclon;^ 
has  no  objeetions  to  the  proposed  uica^uic,  and  that  the  Lieu- 
tenant has  moved  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  Brigade,  while  the 
En=i^n  expliciti}' gives  bis  assent;  and  the  committee  further 
obaui've  that  the  measure  prayed  for  meets  tbo  approbation  of 
ilie  Urigadicr  aud  Mujur-gcuerals ;  report  that  His  Kxcelleney 
be  advised  to  direct  that  the  company  lirst  above  mentioned  be 
disbanded,  and  that  the  non-commissioned  otficers  and  privates 
thereof  be  annexed  to  tlie  company  now  commanded  by  Cajj- 
tain  Sylvanus  Warren,  the  limits  of  which  shall  be  extended  ao 
a^  in  future  to  comprehend  tlic  district  of  tlie  tUsbanded  cuiii- 
pan}',  and  to  authorize  Syhanus  Barrows,  named  for  the  pur- 
pose in  said  petition,  to  enli?t  from  the  said  united  companies  j. 
proper  number  of  nten  to  form  a  company  of  Grenadiers  which 
bball  be  annexed  to  the  fourth  Uogiment  aforesaid. 

'•  D.  Couit,  jier  uiUtr. 

'*  In  Council,  January  22d,  18IS.  This  report  ia  accepted 
and  by  the  Governor  up[Muved. 

*' A.  BnaDtonn, 

'•  Sevft:t<try  of  the  Coiiimimioetilt/i." 

"  CoMSIO.N  WE;aI.TH    Of     MaSSACMI  SKTTS, 
*'  GkNBHAL    OuDKtl. 

"  llKADyuAUTKits,  BosTON,  Feb.  25,  1818. 
**  The  Commander- in -Cliief  having  approved  the  above  writ- 
ten advice  of  Council,  directs  ibe  bamu  to  bo  carried  into  effect. 
"Major-General  Nathaniel   Goodwin  will  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  that  purpose. 

"  By  His  Excellency's  command. 

"  Firtii   Hai.l, 

*'  Avtiinj  AliJuUtiit-Gciierul.*' 

"  IIcAugrAitTKKS,  Plvmoutq,  March  7,  1813. 
"The  Major-General  directs  Brigadier-General  Washburn  to 
iasue  the  necessary  orders  tor  forming  a  company  of  Grenadiers 
in  tho  4th  Regiment,  agreeable  to  advice  of  Council  and  (jen< 
eral  Orders  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

"  By  order  of  Majur-Gcneral  5th  Division. 

**  N.  IIavwaiiu, 

"A.D.C.  to  Major. Gtutial." 

"  IlKAiiijuAitTKits,  MiDDmBORo',  March  11,  1818. 
**  BniOADK  0«di:r3. 

"Tho  Brigadier-General  directs  Colonel  Ephraim  Ward  to 
issue  the  necessary  onlers  for  forming  a  company  of  Grenadiers 
in  tlie  Uh  Regiment,  agreeable  to  above  General  and  Divi^^ion 
orders. 

"  By  order  of  Brigadier-General  uf  1st  Brigade. 

*•  NaTIIANIKL  WlLDLIt,   Jll., 

"  iiti'jaUe  Mttjof." 

The  Dames  of  the  comunssioned  officers  of"  this 
grenadier  company  of  li;:;ht  infantry,  with  the  terms 
of  their  service,  were  as  follows: 

Isaac  Stevens,  captain,  from  April  3,  181. S,  to  1823. 
Sylvanus  Barrows,  captain,  from  Sept.  9,  1823,  to  1827. 
Job  Peirce,  captain,  from  April  24,  1827,  to  182'J. 
Uufus  Aldeu,  captain,  from  June  S,  1S2U,  to  18oU. 
Josiah  Tinkham,  captain,  from  April  28,  1830,  to  1333. 
Abiel  Wood,  captain,  from  May  7,  1833,  to  1835. 
Morton  Freeman,  captain,   from  April  2,  1835,  to  1840. 
Jacob  T.  Barrows,  captain,   from  April  30,  1::>41,  to  1842. 
Amusa  J.  Tbomp:}on,  captain,   from  May  12,  1842,  to  1844. 


;    l>aniel  Atwood,  captain,  from  1844  to  July  10,  1S44. 

j    Andrew  T.  Pickens,  captain,  from  Aug.  3,  1844,  to  1S4G. 

,    Dexter  Phillips,  captain,  from  March  20,  1S4G,  to  1847. 

I   Arad  Bryant,  captain,  from  Feb.  20.  1847,  to  184'J. 

:    Albert  Thomas,  captain,  from  ilay  20,  184U,  to  ls5I. 

'   Joseph  Sampson,  Jr.,  captain,  from  1851  to  Nov.  L'S,  18. »I. 

I    Lorenzo  Wood,  lieutenant,  from  April  3,  1818,  to  l.s23. 

'   Job  Peiree,  lieutenant,  from  Sept.  U,  1S23,  to  A  [nil  21,  1  s27. 

'   Hufus  Alden,  lieutenant,  from  April  24,  1827,  to  IS30. 

Josiah  Tinkham,  lieutenant,  from  June  8,  1S2'.',  to  April  2<, 
i  1830. 

(   Abiel  Wood,  lieutenant,  from  April  28,  1830,  to  May  7,  1833. 
I   Jacob  T.   Barrows,   lieutenant,  I'runi   M.iy  7,  IS33,  U>  April   3U, 
I  1841. 

j    Amasa  T.  Thompson,  lieutenant,  from    April   3i(,  I8H,   lu  May 
]  12,  1842. 

I    Daniel  Atwood,  lieutenant,   from  May  12,  1342,  to  ls4i. 
I    Andrew   J.  Pickens,   lieutenant,    frum    May,    1844,    to    August, 
'  1844. 

I    Dexter  Phillips,  lieutenant,   from  Aug.  3,    1SJ4,   to    March    20, 
I  1S4G. 

i   Arad  Bryant,  lieutenant,  from  April  4,  184-,  to  Feb.  2o,  1847. 

Albert  Thomas,  lieutenant,  from  May  8,  1847,  to  May  20,  1810, 
i  Daniel  F.  Wood,  lieutenant,  from  May  30,  lS4'J,  to  March, 
j  1851. 

!    Charles  W.  Bradford,  lieutenant,  from  Oct.  4,  1851,  to  Nov.  28, 
j  1851. 

I   Sylvanus  Barrows,  ensign,  from  April  3,  1318,  to  Sept.  0,  1823. 

Kufus  Aiden,  ensign,  from  Sept.  0,  1823,  to  April,  1827. 

Josiah  Tinkham,  ensign,  from  April,  1827,  to  June,  1S2U. 

Abiel  Wood,  ensign,  from  June  8,  182y,  to  April  28,  1830. 

Jacob  T.  Barrows,  ensign,  from  April  28,  1830,  to  May  7,  1833. 

Morton  Freeman,  ensign,  from  May  7,  1833,  to  April  2,  1835. 

Amasa  T.  Thompson,   ensign,   from    April  2,    1835,    to  Apiil  8, 
1841. 

Andrew  J.  Pickens,  ensign,  from  IS —  to  April,  1841. 

Daniel  Atwood,  ensign,  frum  April,  I8n,  to  May,  1842. 

Dexter  Pbil]i[ts,  ensign,  from  May,  1842. 

Arad  Bryant,  ensign,  from  May,  1841,  to  Aug.  3,  IS  14. 

Ilalferd  Earlo,  ensign,  frum  Aug.  3,  1811,  to  1840, 

Charles  W.  Bradford,  ensign,  from  M;irch  20,  1846,  to  1851. 

The  other  lii^ht  infantry  company  rai^seJ  in  MidJlc- 
boro*  was  gotten  up  pursuant  to  the  followiuj^  orders  : 

"I.N  Cou.Ntli,,  May  14,  1818. 
"The  military  committee  of  Council  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Roland  Peiree  and  otliers,  inhabitants  of  tho 
town  of  Middluborougli,  requesting  that  the  Military  Company 
in  said  town  commanded  by  Captain  Nathaniel  iiall  may  be 
disbanded,  the  oHicers  of  said  company  iipproving  the  mcii-surc, 
and  the  non-comiuissioned  oMicers  and  privates  of  (he  same  be 
annexed  to  the  company  now  comuiaudc<l  by  Capt.  Peiham 
Atwood,  and  that  auiJ  Peiree  and  his  associates  may  bu  per- 
mitted to  form  themselves  into  a<ircnadier  Company,  respect- 
fully report  that  His  Excellency  bo  advised  to  have  the  com- 
pany of  Militia  iu  tho  town  of  Midilleborougli,  ciiiamanded  by 
Captain  Nalhaniol  Ilall,  in  the  fourth  Regiment,  fir>t  Brig:t<le, 
and  fifth  Divisiun,  disbanded,  and  the  non-commissioneil  olli- 
cers  and  privates  of  the  same  annexed  to  the  adjoining  cum- 
pany  now  commanded  by  Captain  Peiham  ^Vtwoud,  and  to 
direct  tliat  the  limits  heretofore  of  said  Hall's  company  shall 
bereufter  be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  the  aforesaid  Cap- 
tain Atwood's  company,  and  likewise  to  permit  tho  ufore.-aid 
Roland  Peiree,  and  bis  associates,  under  the  onlistmont  uf  Cup- 
tain  Nathaniel  Hull,  to  form  themselves  into  a  cuinpany  uf 
Grenadiers,   together  with   such  others  as    may  hereafter  join 
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them  from  ivithia  the  liiuits  of  aaitl  town  of  Middleborou^h,  ! 
aod   when  orguiiized   to  have  theiu    annexed  lu  the   afore>aid   ' 
I'uurth  KfgiiucDC;   pruvidetl,  however,  that  none  of  Che  ittand- 
ing  cuuipanica  of  Mtddleburuugh  arc  thereby  leduced  to  a  lt->;)d 
nuiuher  than  i:a  required  by  law. 

"  D.  Cobb,  j*"'  order." 

Tlien  followed  from  the  adjutant-general  of  the 
State  ati  order  of  May  11,  1818,  a  division  order  of 
May  19lh,  and  a  brigade  order  (from  Brig.-Gcn. 
\Va^l)burn  j  of  May  23, 1818,  transmitting  the  afore- 
said order  of  Council,  and  the  oompany  directed  to  be 
formed  was,  upon  the  16tli  of  July,  1818,  organized. 

The    names   of  the  commissioned   officers   of  this 

company,  the  dates  of  their  commissions,  and   terms 

of  official  service  were  as  follows : 

Jonathan  Cobb,  captain,  from  June  16,  ISld,  to  1S24. 
Darius  .Miller,  captain,  from  May  19,  IS21,  to  Sept.  12,  1828. 

Jacob  ThoMiad,  captain,  from  to  18:10. 

Lutbrop  S.  Thomas,  captain,  from  April  24,  1830,  to  1S3-1. 
Levi  ^lurse,  captain,  from  Sept.  27, 1834,  to  1837. 
Sylvester  F.  Cobb,  captain,  from  Sept.  20,  1337,  to  1842. 
IchaboJ  F.  .\twood,  captain,  from  July  26,  1842,  to  1847. 
George  Ward,  captain,  from  March  12,  1847,  to  May  4,  1850. 
Stephen  Thomas,  captain,  from  May  20,  1850,  to  April  3,  1852. 
Lothrijp  Thomas,  captain,  from  May  26,  1SS2,  to  1863. 
Thomas  Walsun,  captain,  from  July  6,  1853,  to  July  12,  1866. 
Robert  M.  Thomas,  captain,  from  Aug.  2,  1856,  to  Aug.  6,  1867. 
Sylvanus  Barrows,  ca))tain,  from   Sept.  5,   1867,   to  Sept.  25, 

1858. 
Loren  Miller,  lieutenant,  from  May  11,  1818,  to  1S24. 
Jacob  Thomas,  lieutenant,  from  May  19,  1824,  to  1823. 
Elijah  Ilackett,  lieutenant,  from  July  3,  1830,  to  1336. 
Sylvester  F.  Cobb,  lieutenant,  from   May  2,  1835,  to  Sept.  20, 

1S37. 
Reuel  Atwood,  lieutenant,  from  Sept.  20,  1837,  to  1840. 
Ichabod  F.  Atwood,  lieutenant,  from  July  13,  1340,  to  July  26, 

1842. 
Uarrison  Thomas,  lieutenant,  from  July  26,  1842,  to  1845. 
George  Ward,  lieutenant,  from   April  25,  1345,  to   March   12, 

1847. 
Stephen  Thomas,  lieuteoant,  from  March  12,  1847,  to  May  29, 

185U. 
Robert  M.  Thomas,  lieutenant,  from  May  29,  1850,  to  Aug.  2, 

1856. 
Sylvanus  F.  Barrows,  lieutenant,  from  Aug.  2,  1856,  to  Sept.  5, 

1857. 
Lucian  \yilbur,  lieutenant,  from  Sept.  6,  1856,  to  Sept.  25,  1858. 
Darius  Miller,  ensign,  from  May  11,  1818,  to  May  19,  1824. 
Levi  Morse,  ensign,  from  July  3,  1830,  to  Sept.  27,  1834. 
Sylvester  F.  Cobb,  ensign,  from  Sept.  27,  1834,  to  May  2, 1835. 
Rcuel  .Vtwood,  ensign,  from  May  2,  1835,  to  Sept.  20,  1837. 
Otis  M.  llammuud,  ensign,  from  Sept.  20,  1837,  to  1840. 
Harrison  Thomas,  ensign,  from  July  13,  1840,  to  18 — . 
Stephen  Thomas,  ensign,  from   April   25,   1845,  to  March  12, 

1847. 
Robert  M.  Thomas,  ensign,  from   March   11,  1847,  to  May  29, 

1850. 
Lotbrop  Thomad,  ensign,  from  May  29,  1850,  to . 

This  company  was  disbanded  by  an  order  from  the 
Governor  bearing  date  of  Sept.  25,  1858,  having 
maintained  an  organized  existence  a  little  more  than 
forty  years. 


Part  of  a  company  of  cavalry  for  several  years  ex- 
isted in  thi.s  town,  the  remaining  members  of  which 
resided  in  Rochester  and  Wareham. 

The  following-named  Middlcboio'  geutlemcii  held 
commissions  in  that  company  of  militia  cavalry  : 

William  Bourne,  captain,  from  May  22,  1797,  to  Sept.  12,  Isu:'.. 
Thomas  liennett,  c.Lptain,  from  1804  to  April  20,  1HU7. 
Sclh  Southworth,  captain,  from  .\ug.  2,  1813,  to  ISlo. 
Nchciniah  Leonard,  captain,  from  June  9,  1318,  to  1823. 

About  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution a  militia  law  was  passed  in  Ma.ssachusetts, 
requiring  the  performance  of  military  duty,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  by  all  able-bodied  white  male  citizens 
from  the  age  of  sixteen  years  to  that  of  fifty.  These 
were  to  be  organized  as  companies,  and  drilled  aud 
disciplined,  aud  denominated  the  train  band.  All 
able-bodied  white  male  citizens  from  the  age  of  fifty 
years  to  that  of  sixty-five  were,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
to  be  denominated  the  "  alarm  list,"  aud  both  train 
band  and  alarm  list  were  by  law  required  to  keep  con- 
stantly and  completely  armed  and  equipped.  All  past 
officers  in  the  militia  under  sixty-five  years  of  age  were 
also  in  this  alarm  list. 

The  equipment  required  was  a  good  fire-arm  with 
a  steel  or  iron  ramrod  and  worm,  priming-wire  and 
brush,  and  a  bayonet  fitted  to  his  gun,  a  cartridge-box 
that  would  hold  fifteen  rounds  at  least,  six  flints,  one 
pound  of  powder,  forty  leaden  balls  fitted  to  his  gun, 
a  haversack  and  blanket,  and  a  canteen  that  would  hold 
one  quart. 

The  writer  of  this  historic  sketch  is  the  fortunate 
possessor  of  the  original  returns  made  of  the  militia 
of  Middleboro'  about  the  beginningof  the  year  1782. 

These  lists  embrace  all  the  companies  at  that  time 
existing  in  the  town  of  Middleboro',  save  the  Fifth 
Company,  of  which  the  return  is  lost. 

From  these  lists  a  fair  representation  can  be  made 
of  the  names  and  number  of  the  able-bodied  white 
male  citizens  of  Middleboro'  between  the  ages  of 
sixteen  and  sixty-five  years,  save  those  in  the  Fifth 
Company,  one  hundred  and  two  years  ago : 

FIRST  COMPANY— Tii.nN   BA.vn. 
Commitaioned  O^icera. 
William  Shaw,  capt.  Matthias  Ellis,  ensigu. 

Jonah  Washburn,  lieut. 

Non-Commiaaiontd  Oj/icera. 
Francis  Thompson,  sergt.  James  Soulc  (3d). 

Jacob  Soule,  sergt.  Luther  Redding  (2d). 

Job  Thomas,  sergt.  John  Sonlo  (2d). 

Newcomb  Bourne,  sergt. 

Afuaiciaua. 
Wm.  Torrey,  drummer.  Benj.  Thomjison,  filer. 
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Pfivattn. 
Batcbelor  BcnneC. 
Elisb.'i  lieonet. 
l<:\a.ti  BilltngtuD. 
Ebenezer  Brijjj^a,  Jr. 
John  C'tbb. 
Zenas  Cusbuian. 
Kti^liik  Co:c. 
Icb:ibod  Cusbmao. 
Ebenezer  Cox. 
Huliues  Cushman. 
Epbraim  Cobb. 
William  Curniih. 
Xatban  Darliiij;. 
Joaeph  Diiiling. 

JiJi^Upbu:)   Elll^. 

Setb  EaJy. 
Neheiuiiib  Ellis. 
Daniel  Ellis. 
Eli^ba  Fieemao. 
Ijcnjaiuin  Freeman. 
John  Fuller. 
Nouh  Fuller. 
Jubn  Lcacb. 
Abiel  Lciu-b,  Jr. 
Ezra  Leeeli. 
Jacob  Miller. 
Jonathan  Porter. 
Joseph  Pratt. 

FIRST    COMPANY. 
James  Smith,  lieut. 
John  Soule  lieut. 
Charles  Elliij,  ens. 
Samuel  TinUbam. 
EbeDCZur  Vauj^han. 
Ebenezer  llrij^gs. 
Scth  Tinkham. 

Truiu  band,  68  ; 


William  Porter. 
JaiiiL':)  Palmer. 
James  Poitur. 
Muse;;  Reading. 
Joseph  Redding. 
Sylvanud   Robbins. 
I.-uac  Rider. 
Ephraim  Sampson. 
Elijah  Shaw, 
Jaeob  Soule,  Jr, 
Silas  Tinlibam. 
Daniel  Thomas. 
Jt'tse  Tinkham. 
Nathaniel  Thompson. 
Jes.su  Tiukbam. 
Zcbuadee   Tinkham. 
Samuel  Torrey. 
Ebenezer  Tinkham. 
Caleb  Thompson,  Jr. 
SoluiiioQ  Thompson. 
Ilazicl  Tinkham. 
Abner  Wa>hburD. 
Jonah  Washburn,  Jr. 
Jo:«iab  Washburn. 
Ephiaim  Wood. 
Ziba  Eaton. 
Joseph  Cushnian. 

-Ar.AUM    List. 
Samuel  Raymond. 
Nathaniel  llillington. 
Isaac  Thompson. 
Jacob  Bcniiet,  Jr. 
Noali  Cushman. 
Isaac  Soule. 


alarm  list,  13:  total,  81. 

SECOND    COMPANY.— Train  Ba.n». 
CuiinniMsioned  OjficefH. 
Ezra  Harlow,  capt.  Gcrshom  Foster,  2d  lieut. 

Abuer  Nelson,  liout. 

Nmi-CommiHaioned   Ojjivcra. 
Josiali  Harlow,  sergt.  Ebenezer  Bardeu,  euro. 

Samuel  Miller,  acrgt.  Joseph  Bennett,  Jr.,  eurp. 

Joseph  AVood,  sergt.  Jamea  Ashley,  corp. 

Sylvanus  Tillson,  sergt.  Joseph  llovvland,  corp. 

Muflciana. 

John  Morton,  drummer. 

Prioatei. 
Rupbus  Ricbiuond, clerk. 
Williaui  Bennett. 
Ebuuev;er  Bhickman. 
Lemuel  Bourne. 
Ichahud  Baiden. 
Sylvanus  Bennett. 
Joseph  Bennett. 
Joshua  Caawell. 
David  Caawell. 
George  Cajtwell. 
Jeremiah  Caawell. 
Eliphalet  Cu:)htuan. 
John  Clark. 


Winslow  Bennett,  tifer. 

Elias  Cuahman. 
James  Coggahull. 
Elkauah  Doggett. 
Simeon  Doggett,  Jr. 
Joseph  Leonard  (jth). 
Gideon  Leonard. 
Jobu  Leonard,  Jr. 
Icbabud  Morton,  Jr. 
Joshua  Moitou. 
Caleb  Morton. 
Seth  Morton,  Jr. 
George  Morton. 
Levi  Mortou. 


Thomas  Morton. 
Jobu  Milter. 
Simeon  Macnmber. 
Josiuh  Paddock. 
Zebadee  Macomber. 
Joseph  Ransom. 
Benjamin  Reed. 
Joseph  Richmond  (2d). 
Ichabod  Reed. 
James  Reed. 
Lemuel  Sampson. 
John  Smith. 
Gideon  Southworth,  Jr. 
Nalhauiel  Southworth. 
Israel  Sampson. 

SECOND    COMPANY. 
Abner  Bourne,  capt. 
Job  Pierce,  capt. 
Nathaniel  Smith,  capt. 
Isaac  Wood,  capt. 
Elias  Miller,  lieut. 
John  Townsend,  lieut. 
Samuel  Barrows,  eus. 
Job  Macomber,  ens. 
Josepli  Leonard,  ens. 
Dr.  Josejib  Clark. 
William  Bennett. 
Abner  Barrows. 
Ebenezer  Barrows,  Jr. 
John  Barden. 
Ebenezer  L.  Bennett. 
Isaac  Cushman. 
Jabcz  Doggett. 
John  Freeman,  Jr. 
Nathaniel  Foster,  Jr. 
Ephraim  Ilackett. 

Train  band,  OS;  alarm  li: 


Jonathan  Sampson. 
Abner  Sears. 
John  Shaw  f2d). 
William  Sears. 
Nathaniel  Thomas. 
Jose]ih  Vaughan. 
Peter  Vaughan,  Jr. 
Joshua  \Vood. 
Joahua  Waterman. 
Benjamin  Wood. 
Mo^es  Woud. 
Jacob  Wood. 
Samuel  Wood. 
Peleg  Thoma3. 

—  Ai.Ait.M  List. 
John  Harlow. 
John  Lci'uard. 
Ichal)od  Morton. 
Seth  Moilun. 
John  Atorton. 
Abraham  Miller. 
John  Miller  (2d). 
William  Reed. 
Jacob  Tillson. 
Ebcne/cr  Thomas. 
David  Thomas. 
John  Thomas. 
Peter  Vaughn, 
Josiah  Vaughan. 
George  Vaughan. 
Silas  Wood. 
Levi  Wood. 
Henry  Wuod. 
Israel  Wnod. 

t,  30:   total,  107. 
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THIRD  COMPANY.— TitAiN  Lani). 
CoininititiioHtd  Oj/item. 
Nathaniel  Wilder,  capt.  Silv:tntis  Warren,  2d  lieut, 

Samuel  Eaton,  liout. 


A'o;i  -  Cum  m  188 ion  ed 

.  Abner  Pratt,  aorgt. 
Joseph  Leonard,  sergt. 
Peter  Tinkliam,  sergt. 

Pritiutca. 

Ebenezer  White,  clerU. 
Nathan  Thompson. 
John  Finney. 
Daniel  Tucker. 
Woodward  Tucker. 
Zebadee  Cubbman. 
Zcphaniali  Morton. 
Edward  Tbumas. 
Euoeli  Thomas. 
Micab  BryanL 
Edmund  Weston,  Jr. 
Zenaa  Warren. 
Nathan  Warren,  Jr. 
Paul  Pratt. 
Joseph  Rumpus  (2d). 
Joseph  Bumpus. 


Ojlivera. 

Ziba  Eaton,  sergt. 
Abner  Weston,  corp. 


William  Norcutt. 
Zcnas  Norcutt. 
Daniel  Norcutt. 
Benjamin  Leonard. 
George  Leonard. 
Joseph  Pratt. 
Joshua  Reed. 
Samuel  Reed. 
Roland   Leonard. 
Benijah  Leonard. 
Silas  White. 
John  Murdoch,  Jr. 
Jabez  Green. 
Lemuel  Lyon. 
EInathan  Wood. 
Ruubon  Wood. 
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Tliouins  Tupper,  Jr.  Jucub  Ilarfurd. 

Jcptliuh  Uipley.  Ju^eph  Jack^jun. 

Coriiuiius  Ellis.  Aiiiui^a  Wood. 

Denjaiiiin  Bryiint.  Iiiruel  Eaton. 

Aiii.i>:i  Rryant.  Kzni  Richiuoad. 

SetU  Tinkliuui.  IVrcz  Leonard. 

Eplimim  Wood  (2d).  Aberdeen  Pnttt. 

Williiini  LilLtc-john.  Kliphalet  Kiuis. 

/ehii.s  Uipky.  ThoiiuuH  Uliiuktnan. 

Jabe^  Tlioiiias,  Jr.  Suuiuel  Leonard. 

Jiicob  Jjiitcs.  Duvid  Wc3ton,  Jr. 

Lsnict  Tliuma.s.  George  I'ratt. 

Levi  TliGin:i9.  David  Tmuer. 

Je>.-e  liryant.  Isaac  UunipU!<. 

John  Noreutt,  Jr.  Joseph  Tuppcr. 
Kphraiui  Nurciitt. 

The  last  four  named  were  designated  a^i  being  " 
service,"  that  doubtless  meant  the  patriot  service 
Revolutionary  army. 

TIIIRb    COMPANY.— Alarm  List. 

Lemuel  Wood,  eapt. 
TIiuNias  Wood,  Iteut. 
James  Weston,  lieut. 
Edmund  Weston,  lieut. 
Robert  Cuslimiin,  lieut. 


Jacob  Shcnnan. 
Isaac  Smith. 


Williuin  Strobrid-j 
John  Thrasher. 


Aretiipas  Cole,  lieut. 
John  .Murduck,  lieut. 

Benjamin  ,  ens, 

Samuol  1> . 

BeMJamin  , 

liushiii  Tlioiuaa. 
William  Cu^hmaa. 
Amlrew  Leach, 
Lemuel  Bryant, 
James  Liltlejohn. 
Ebenezer  Wood. 


Edward  Gisbee. 
Samuel  Pratt. 
Joseph  Burden. 
Samuel  Cushing. 
Joseph   Leonard. 
Jedcdiah  Lyoo. 
Robert  Green. 
Zebadee  Pratt. 
(jeorge  Richuiund. 
Duvid  Weston. 
Ebenezer  Richmond. 
Zebulon  Leonard. 
Elisha  Tinkham. 
Joseph  Bates. 
John  Ilayford. 
Thomas  llaylord. 


Traiu  band,  71  ;  alarm  list,  32:  total,  1U3. 

FOURTH   COMPANY.— TuAiN  Band. 
CoinuiitiHioneU  OJJiceia. 
Henry  Pcirce,  cupt.  Nathaniel    Maconiber,  2d 


Peter  Hoar,  Ueut. 


lieut. 


Non-CounniaMioned  Oj^icctn. 


Robert  lloar,  scrgt. 
William  Caucdy,  sergt. 
Br;iddock  Hoar,  scrgt. 


Privates. 


John  Allen. 
David  Braman. 
Seth  Borden. 
Bunjamio  Bootbe. 
Barnabas  Clark. 
Henry  Kdminster. 
Stephen  Hathaway. 
Jodiah  Halloway. 
Philip  Hoskina. 
John  Hoskins. 
Ebenezer  HatTord. 
Jonathan  Hafford. 
Samuel  Howland. 
Consider  tlovvlund. 
Eseek  Howland. 
Isaac  Huthaivay. 


Thomas  Howland^  sergt. 
Lebbcus  Simmons,  corp. 
Seth  Simmons,  corp. 

John  Hoar. 
William  Hoar. 
Ebenezer  Howland. 
Rufus  Itowland. 
Seth  Keen. 
Joseph  Keen. 
Moses  Parris. 
Isaac  Parris. 
Samuel  Parris. 
David  Pratt. 
George  Peirce. 
Enos  Peirce. 
James  Peirce. 
Simeon  Peirce. 
Samuel  Record. 
Seth  Ramsdell. 


FOURTH    COMPANY.— Alarm  List. 
Josiah  Smith,  lieut.  Job  Chose. 

Ezra  Clark,  lieut.  David  Jueket. 

Joseph  Bootho,  Abraham  Peirce. 

Nathaniel  Cloasen.  Richard  Peirce. 

Train  band,  -t5 ;   alarm  list,  8  :   total,  53. 

SIXTH   COMPANY.— TuAiN   Band. 
CommiaHxoned  Officera. 
James  Shaw,  capt.  Daniel  Tinkham,  2d  lieut. 

John  Miller,  liout. 

Non-Coiniin'^aioited  Ojficeii. 


ElUha  Clark,  sergt. 
Jedcdiah  Miller,  sergt. 
Elisha  Rider,  sergt. 
Elijah  Thomas,  sergt. 
Peter  Miller,  corp. 

Nathan  Aldcn. 
John  Benson. 
Elkanah  Bennett. 
Levi  Beirce. 
John  Bishop. 
Jedcdiah  Bennett. 
William  Bryant. 
Solomon  Boltoo. 
David  Bolton. 
Thomas  Bennet. 
Nehemiah  Bennet. 
John  Bennet. 
Aaron  Carey. 
Daniel  Curej. 
Samuel  Cobb. 
Elnathan  Coombs. 
Simeon  Coombs. 
John  Coale. 
Roger  Clark. 
John  Gammons. 
Seth  Hall. 
Solomon  Hall. 
Israel  Holmes. 
Luther  Hull. 
Noah  Haskell. 
Henry  Hacket. 
George  Howland. 
Caleb  Muxsom. 


Job  SheimuD,  corp. 
Jonathan  Rider,  corp. 
Barzilla      Thomas,      Jr., 
corp. 


Piivates. 


Samuel  Muxsom. 
Lentuel  Purrinton. 
Ilezekiah  Purrinton. 
Elias  Purrinton. 
Arudi  Peirce. 
Eliphalet  Peirce. 
Nathan  Peirce. 
Isaac  Perkins. 
Elijah  Perry,  Jr. 
Asa  Perry. 

Silvanus  Peterson,  Jr. 
Joseph  Purrinton. 
Samuel  Rider. 
David  Robbins. 
Caleb  Siuiutuns. 
George  Simmons. 
Joseph  Shaw. 
Chipman  Shaw. 
Ebenezer  Shaw. 
Isaac  Thomas. 
Cornelius  Tinkham. 
Ii>aae  Tinkham. 
Enoch  Thomas. 
Henry  Thomas. 
Abner  Wood. 
Caleb  Wood. 
Francis  Wood. 


SIXTH  COMPANY.— Alauh  List. 

Edward  Raymond. 
Simeon  Sherman. 
Edward  Sherman. 


Capt.  Abisbai  Tinkham. 
Capt.  Abiel  Peirce. 
Capt.  Joseph  Keith. 
Lieut.  Foxeil  Thomas.  John  Swift. 

Robert  Clark.  Barzilla  Thomas. 

Stephen  Coombs.  Seih  Miller. 

Ebenezer  Hacket.  Moses  Thomas. 

Joshua  Perry.  William  Peirce. 

Elijah  Perry. 
Train  band,  t>t>  ;  alarm  list,  17:  total.  So. 

SEVENTH    COMPANY.— Tkai.n   Band. 
Cominitaioned  O^ictra, 
Abraham  Shaw,  eapt.  John  Smith,  2d  lieut. 

Robert  Strubridge,  lieut. 


1020 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


y^vn-Coiiiniinaiontd  0(^ceiv. 
Ebcnezer  Nelson,  sergt.  Tboina.s  Ficken?,  corp. 

Hu;;h  Montj^tHiicry,  aurgt.  Job  Smith,  cor]). 

John  Smith,  sergt.  Soth  Hoar,  corp. 

Jumea  Piukens,  seij;t. 


Silas  Picktn:*,  Jruuinier. 

PrivuleH. 
John  lily,  Jr. 
Willinm  niy. 
Jo-eph  Biy. 
Leiiuii;!  LJrigjja. 
Andrew  Cole. 
i\lic:ih  Cole. 
Nathan  Cole. 
Paul  Duan. 
George  Douglass,  Jr. 
Abner  Elins. 
Ju^liua  Ihtbkin^. 
Job  Hoar. 
Saiuuul  Holmes. 
Joreuiiiih  Jones,  Jr. 
Joseph  Macomber,  Jr. 
John  Monl^^ouiery,  Jr. 
John  McCully,  Jr. 
John  Macomber. 
Samuel  j\Iacouiber. 
Elijah  Macomber. 
Hiram  Nelson. 


Jo^cpli  Smith,  tifer. 

William  Pickens. 
Jonatliun  Pliinney. 
John  Parii."i. 
l>aviil  Pickens. 
lienjiimin  Pickens. 
Israel  liiebmoiid. 
Abiel  Smith. 
Nathaniel  Shaw. 
Benjamin  Spooner. 
Uriah  Sampson,  Jr. 
Isaac  Samption. 
Nathaniel  Thompson. 
Silas  Towusend. 
Caleb  Tinkh.nm. 
Abner  TownsenJ. 
(Jeoij^o  Williams. 
AbicI  Washburn. 
Jonathan  Wescoat. 
David  Cudworth. 
Alau^on  Culman. 


SEVENTH   COMPANY.— Alarm    List. 
Capt.  Amo:}  Washburn.  Job  Uotvland. 

Lieut.  Ellsha  Haskell.  Itboruah  Ilaskins. 

Lieut.  Andrew  McCully.  Thomas  Nelson. 

Lieut.  Joseph  Macomber.  Samuel  Nitcs. 

Zephaniah  Bri-jga.  John  Pickens. 

John  Bly.  Thomas  Pickens. 

Elkunah  Caswell.  Abraham  Reed. 

Ticorye  Douglass.  Henry  Strobridge. 

Roger  Haskell.  Job  Townscnd. 

Zebuion  Haskell. 

Train  baud,  j3;  alarm  list,  20;  total,  73. 

EIGHTH    COMPANY.— Train   Band. 

Cumiiu'atiioii^d    OjJicerH. 

David  Vaughan,  capt.  Ichabod    Wood,    Jr., 

Andrew  Cobb,  lieut.  lieut. 

Nou-CummiHuioned    Ojjirern, 
Jacob  Thomas,  sergt.  Samuel  Burges,  corp. 

Beza  Soulo,  sergt.  Nelson  Thomas,  corp. 

William  ShurtliH',  sergt.  Peter  Wood,  corp. 

Binny  Cobb,  sergt. 

Thomas  Bate;!,  drummer. 


PrivatCH. 


John  Tinkhara,  Jr. 
Francis  Bent. 
Isaac  Bryant, 
laaiah  Clark. 
James  Cobb. 
Gcri^hom  Cobb. 
Binny  Cobb,  Jr. 
Isaiah  Cobb. 
Andrew  Cobb,  Jr. 


Nathan  Cobb  (2d). 
Nathan  Cobb  (3d). 
William  Elms. 
Benjamin  Gammons. 
Nathun  Kinsley. 
Nathan  Key. 
Zurashah  Palmer. 
John  Perkins. 
Joseph  Perkins. 


2d 


1  Israel  Smith.  Zenas  Thomas. 

John  Smith.  Eber  Tlioma.-. 

Elisha  Thomas,  .Amos  Tiukham. 

I  Eliphalct  Thomas.  Elias  Vaughan. 

Benjamin  Thomad,  Jr.  David  Vauglian  (I'dj. 

James  Thomas.  Edmund  Wood. 

I  Churchill  Thomas.  Japhet  Waaliburii. 

Ransom  Thomas.  Zachariah   \Vc=^t(.n,  Jr. 

Jeremiah  Thouias,  Jr.  Maiiaf^eh  \Va?libu)n. 

Ezra  Thuuias.  Jo?hua  Wood. 

EIGHTH    COMPANY— Ai.AUvf    Lkt. 

I 

Josiah  Carver,  capt.  Nathan  Jlatuh. 

I  Joshua  Eddy,  capt.  Zachariah   I'.ulduck. 

(  Jonathan  Fuller,  ena.  Jolin  Samp.-oii. 

I  Jesso  Vaughn,  ens.  JcJediah  Thomas. 

j  Thomas  Sturtcvant,  doet.  Charles  Thmiius. 

I  John  Bent.  Jeremiah  Thomas. 

I  Nathun  Cobb.  Zachariuh  Weston. 

Ebenezer  Cobb.  Amos  Wood. 

Train  baud,  5U  ;   Hiarm  list,  IG:  total,  )i(J. 

I  RECAPITULATION. 

I  Truin  Baud.     Alarm  but.         Tutal. 

FirstConipuny 6S  K;  31 

I  Second  *'  OS  3U  1U7 

!   Third  "  71  :i2  Il»3 

Fourth  "  46                     -S  j3 

Sixth  "  Gtl  \7  S3 

Seventh  **  j3  21)  73 

Eighth  '•  6U  Ifi  fiG 

421  145  oGtJ 

Thus  it  is  made  most  evidently  and  conclusively  to 
appear  that  at  the  be;5inniug  of  tlie  year  1782  Mid- 
dleboro'  had  five  hundred  and  sixty-six  persons  liable 
to  perform  military  duty,  besides  those  enrolled  iu 
the  Fifth  Company ;  that  could  the  number  bo  learned, 
it  would  doubtless  swell  the  sum  total  to  over  seven 
hundred.  An  important  change,  or  rather  several 
important  changes  were  made  in  the  nuinbi-r  and 
bounds  of  the  companies  in  Middlcboro',  pursuant  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  military  committee  of  the 
Honorable  Council  of  the  Governor  of  this  common- 
wealth, under  date  of  May  13,  1S31. 
That  report  was  as  follows : 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
"The  Committee  of  Council  qq  Military  AlVairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  of  the  Adjutant- General  on  the  sub- 
ject of  reorganising  the  Militia,  conforming  the  same  to  the  re- 
duced numbers  which,  by  law,  now  compose  the  Train  Hand,  eti:. 
HEfORT,  That  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  the  companies  ot  Inhintry 
ia  the  town  of  Middleuuuolgii,  commanded  by  Captains  Ben- 
jamin F.  Wood  and  James  Pickens,  be  dibbanded,  and  thai  all 
persons  liable  to  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  and  residing  within 
the  following  limits  in  said  Middleborough,  viz.,  beginning  at 
Woodward's  bridge,  do  Taunton  River,  thence  easterly  by  said 
river  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Halifax;  thence  southeasterly 
by  the  lino  which  divides  Middleborough  from  Halifax.  Plymp- 
ton,  and  Carver,  until  it  comes  to  tho  road  leading  IVoiu  William 
Shurtlitf'a,  in  Middleborougb,  to  Plymouth,  by  Rocky  Meadow 
Saw-mill  J  thence  easterly  by  said  road  to  the  brook  to  Tuspa- 
quin  Pond  ;  thence  westerly  by  the  north  side  of  said  pond,  and 
pass  brook   to  the  road  loading  from  Wareham  to  Bridgewater 
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tlic-iiuc  \ve.'>tei'ly  by  ibe  s:iid  rouJ  which  Iciidi  lo  Bridgewutcr,  by 
rdward  Sparruw'i  and  Luvi  Tinkliaiu'd,  until  it  couics  to  the 
road  K-adilif^  frutu  IMyinoutb  to  Tauntuu  by  the  house  uf 
Thuiu:iA  Sprout ;  theDce  easterly  by  said  Taunton  road  tu  tlie 
Nenia-ket  River;  thence  northerly  by  said  river  to  the  road 
leading;  from  iMiddleborouj;h  Four  Corners  to  Uridgcwater, 
by  the  hiiuaFs  oltioneral  Abiel  Washburn  and  Kbcue^er  Willis; 
thence  by  said  road  tu  tlio  bounds  first  mentioned  (excluding 
all  the  inhabitants  on  iiaid  road  from  the  school-house  uear 
General  Washburn's  to  ^\'"oodward's  bridjje),  be  enrolled  in  tlie 
coiujiiniy  of  Infantry  coiniuuDded  by  Capt;*in  Karl  Spruat,  and 
euuslitutc  the  Xottficust  Compauif  iutiuid  MiiiJUbdi-tntt/h.  And 
that  all  persons  liable  to  be  unrolled  in  the  Militia  aud  rcsidin-^ 
within  the  following  bounds,  viz.,  beginning  at  Fall  Brook 
Furnace,  tlienee  easterly  by  Fall  Brook  to  the  north  side  of 
Tuspiii|uia  Pond  tu  the  utouth  of  the  brook  which  runs  near  the 
house  of  William  Sliui  tletl';  thence  northerly  by  said  brook  to 
the  road  leading  from  William  Shurtlell''3  to  Plymouth,  by 
Roeky  Meadow  Saw-mill ;  thcuce  easterly  by  the  said  road  to 
Carver  line;  thence  southeasterly  by  the  line  which  divides  the 
town  of  Middleborough  from  Carver  and  Wareham  to  Roches- 
ter; iheuee  westerly  by  the  line  which  tlivides  Rochester  from 
Middleborough  to  Eaat  Quiticus  Pond  ;  thence  noitherly  by 
East  t^uiticus,  upper  and  lower  Pocksha  Ponds,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  broi>k  near  Elias  Cushman's;  thence  northerly,  straight 
to  the  lirst-nanied  hounds,  be  enrolled  in  the  Company  of  In- 
fantry, eomntanded  by  Captain  John  Fuller,  and  constitute  the 

Soiil/ttti'.t  I'ltutjntnij  in  iliddteboiutiijh. 

"Thai  all  persons,  liable  to  be  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  re- 
siding H  ithin  the  following  bounds,  viz. :  beginning  at  Taunton 
line  at  Shaw's  meeting-house;  thence  southwesterly  by  the 
road  leading  from  said  lueeting-bousu  to  Sampson's  Tavern, 
in  Miildleborough,  until  it  comes  to  Assawamsett  Pond  ;  thence 
easterly  by  the  west  side  of  Assawamsett  lower  and  upper  Puck- 
sha  and  East  (juiticus  Pond  to  Rochester;  thence  westerly  and 
northerly  by  the  line  wliioh  diviiles  Middleborough  from  Roch- 
ester, Taunton,  and  Freetown  to  the  tirst-mentioncd  boumls  bo 
enrolled  in  the  company  of  infantry  commanded  by  Cap't.  Samuel 
Hoar,  and  constitute  the  South\vest  Company  in  Middle- 
borough. 

"  Thiit  all  persons  liable  to  be  enrolled  in  the  militia,  iind 
residing  within  the  following  limits,  viz.:  beginning  at  Wood- 
ward's bridge  on  Taunton  River;  thence  southerly  by  the  road 
leailing  from  IJridgeuater  tu  Middleborough  Four  Corners  by  the 
houses  of  Ebenozer  Willis  aud  (len.  Abiel  Washburn  to  the  Ne- 
maskct  Kiver,  including  all  the  inhabilauison  the  said  road  froui 
Woodward's  bridge  tu  the  school-house  near  Gen.  Abiel  Wash- 
burn's :  tbeuce  on  said  river  to  the  road  leading  IVom  T:iunton 
by  the  houses  of  Peter  II.  Peiree,  George  Leonard,  and  Samuel 
Miller  to  Taunton  line  ;  thence  north  by  the  line  which  diviilcs 
Middleborough  from  Taunton  to  Taunton  River;  thence  west- 
erly by  said  river  to  the  bounds  lirst  mentioned,  be  enrolled  in 
the  couipany  of  infantry  commundedby  Capt.  William  Murdock, 
and  constitute  the  Northwest  Company  in  ^liddleborough. 

"Tliat  all  person?  liable  to  bo  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  re- 
siding within  the  following  bounds,  viz. :  beginning  at  Shaw's 
meetiug-hou.-e;  thence  uortherly  by  the  line  winch  divides 
Middleborough  from  Taunton  to  the  road  leading  from  Tauuton 
to  Plymouth  ;  thence  easterly  by  said  road  leading  to  Plyuiouth 
by  the  bouses  of  Samuel  Miilci,  George  Leonard,  and  Peter  H. 
Peiree  to  the  road  leading  from  Hridgewater  to  Wareham  near 
Thomas  .Sprout's;  thence  southeasterly  by  said  road  leading  to 
AVarehaui  by  the  bouses  of  Levi  Tinkham  and  Edward  Spar- 
row to  I'^all  Brook  ;  tbeiicu  westerly  by  said  brook  to  Fall  brook 
Furnace;  thence  Southerly  straight  to  the  mouth  of  the  brook 
near  Elias  Cushman's  at  lower  Pocksha  and  Assawamsett  Poods 


to  the  road  leading  from  Sampson's  Tavern  in  Middleborough 
to  Shaw's  meetiDg-bouse ;  thence  northwesterly  by  s;iid  road  tu 
the  hrst-mentionod  bounds,  bo  enrolled  in  the  company  of  in- 
fantry commanded  by  Capt.  Abrahaiu  Bryant,  aud  constitute 
the  Central  Company  in  Middleborough." 

This  report  wns  by  the  Governor  antl  Council  ac- 
cepted May  13,  1831,  aniJ  enforced  by  Geiicnil  Oider.s 
of  Slay  30,  1831.  The  boundaries  by  this  order  fixed 
for  tliese  thenceforth  five  instead  of  seven  standing 
companies  in  the  local  militia  of  Middleboro',  re- 
mained unchanged  until  the  abolition  of  the  old 
militia  system  by  an  act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature, passed  April  2-i,  1840. 

The  two  light  infantry  companies  in  Middleboro', 
familiarly  known  as  grenadiers,  that  for  many  years 
were  flank  companies  to  tlie  Fourth  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry, were  incorporated  into  and  became  parts  of  the 
Third  Regiment  of  Light  InAintry. 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. — One  post  of  the 
Mas.saehusetts  Department  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  exists  in  Middleboro',  some  of  its  members 
residing  in  the  adjacent  towns  of  Carver,  Freetown, 
and  Lakeville. 

The  charter  of  this  post  bears  date  of  March  13, 
1867,  and  the  first  meeting  was  held  March  19,  1867, 
which  was  also  the  date  of  its  first  election  of  officers. 
This  order,  that  has  now  so  largely  increased  in  this 
State  as  to  be  organized  into  nearly  two  hundred  posts, 
was  then  in  its  infancy,  only  seven  posts  throughout 
this  entire  commonwealth  having  been  previously 
formed,  and  Post  8,  therefore,  is  the  oldest  in  Plym- 
outh County,  and  among  the  most  "  ancient  and  hon- 
orable" of  the  State.  Soon  after  its  formation  and 
organization  this  post  adopted  its  name,  in  com[iliment 
to  the  writer  of  this  historic  sketch,  who  has  ever  re- 
garded that  act  of  this  body  as  a  high  honor,  more  es- 
pecially as  he  at  that  time  was  not  a  member  of  the 
order,  and  the  first  intimation  that  he  received  of  the 
desire  or  intention  of  the  post  to  do  so  w;is  a  notice 
that  the  deed  had  already  been  done.  This  post  is 
therefore  known  as  E.  W.  Peiree  Enc;tmpment,  Post 
8,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

The  post  commanders,  with  their  several  terms  of 
service,  have  been  as  follows:  A.  T.  Wales,  March  19. 

1867,  to  June  26,  1868:  Marcus  Soule,  June  26, 

1868,  to  Dec.  25,   1878;    Lewis    Finney,   Doc.   25, 

1868,  to  June  26,   1869;  Charles  A.   LIuwcs,  June 

26,  1869,  resigned;   Lorenzo  D.  Monroe,   Deo.  25, 

1869,  to  June  25,  1870;  James  E.  Cushman,  June 
25,  1870,  to  Dec.  30,  1871  ;  A.  T.  Wales,  Dec.  30, 
1871,  to  Dec.  28,  1872;  Job  Morton  Staples,  Dec. 
28,  1872,  to  Dec.  27,  1873;  John  C.  Sullivan,  Dec. 

27,  1873,  to  Dec.  26,  1874 ;  Charles  L.  Starkey,  Dec. 
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26,  1874,  to  Jan.  25,  1S76  ;  Luther  Craoe,  Jan.  25, 

1876,  to  Dec.  30,  1876;  A.  W.  Stoddard,  Doc.  30, 
187G,  to  Dec.  1,  1877;   George  H.  Shaw,  Dec.  1, 

1877,  to  Dee.  7,  1878;  Leander  M.  Aldeo,  Dec.  7, 

1878,  to  Dec.  3,  1881  ;  Benjaiuiu  W.  Bump,  Dec.  3, 

1881,  to  Dec.  2,  1882;  Frederick  E.  Wood,  Dec.  2, 

1882,  to  Dec.  1,  1883  ;   Alvau   P.  Vaughau,   Deo.  1, 
1883. 

This  post  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  provided 
with  good  quarters  iu  the  Peirce  Academy  Building, 
at  the  Four  Corners  Village  in  Middleboro'. 


CHAPTER    VL 


INDUSTRIAL   HISTORY. 


The  first  mill  erected  iu  Middleboro'  was  designed 
for  grinding  corn,  and  located  very  near  the  spot  now 
occupied  by  the  "  Star  Mills"  ;  and  this  fact  leads 
naturally  to  the  conclusion  that  tiie  mill-dam  at  or  near 
that  place  was  the  first  or  earliest  one  built  upon  the 
stream.  Corn  was  the  principal  crop  cultivated  by 
the  Indians  before  the  arrival  of  the  wliite  people, 
and  the  latter  immediately  made  it  their  chief  crop, 
and  that  upon  which,  more  than  any  other,  and  per- 
haps more  than  all  others  combined,  they  relied  to 
obtain  bread,  being,  as  it  came  essentially  to  be,  the 
white  man's  "  staff  of  life." 

But  althougli  the  white  man  was  so  ready  to  accept 
the  red  man's  "  Indian  corn"  as  his  chief  article  of 
food,  the  Cliri?itian  was  not  content  to  follow  the 
pagan  practice  of  putting  it  into  the  form  and  con- 
ditioa  of  bread  by  first  parching  or  roasting  it  in  the 
fire,  and  then  pounding  in  a  mortar  till  reduced  to  meal, 
and  resort  by  the  emigrant  was  therefore  quickly  had  to 
hard  work  at  a  hand-mill  or  a  long  and  tedious  journey 
with  liis  grist  to  the  corn-mill  operated  by  water-power 
iu  Plymouth,  and  he  therefore  who  first  put  in  .suc- 
cessful operation  a  mill  for  grinding  corn  at  Middle- 
boro' was  doubtless  regarded,  as  in  truth  he  wa.-*,  a 
"roat  public  benefactor.  Nearly  two  days'  tedious 
journeying  to  and  from  Plymouth  was  thus  saved 
to  a  householder  at  Middleboro'  every  time  that  a 
bubhel  of  corn  had  to  be  ground  for  family  use,  or 
a  relief  from  the  still  more  distasteful  task  of  "  grind- 
ing" at  a  "hand-mill,"  where  the  one  operator 
"taken,"  whether  man  or  woman,  was  deemed  more 
fortunate  than  the  other  that  was  left,  the  misery  of 
the  present  overcoming  all  fears  concerning  the  future. 


the  inconvenience  suffered   being  deemed  unec|ualed 
by  any  that  could  reasonably  be  anticipated. 

The  demand  for  a  grist-mill  satisfied  by  bcitiLT  pru- 
vided  for,  the  next,  as  would  reasonably  be  expected, 
was  expressed  in  the  desire  to  utilize  water-power  iu 
sawing  lumber,  aud  thus  preparing  materials  t'uf  build- 
ing houses  and  barns,  habitations  for  both  men  aud 
beasts,  and  as  a  result  two  saw-mills  were  soon  after 
j  built  upon  wliat  was  known  as  Bartlett's  Biook,  after 
I  which,  in  the  march  of  improvement  at  MiddluLoro', 
".log  cabins"  began  speedily,  and  continueJ  ateadily, 
to  disappear,  being  regarded  as  obsolete  and  thoroughly 
behind  the  times,  and  were  never  more  popular  as 
human  habitations,  or  declared  to  be  "  the  blest  or 
best  abodes  of  civilized  man,"  save  during  the  brief 
period  of  the  noted  Harrison  campaign,  in  1840,  when 
hard  cider  was  also  extolled  and  declared  surpassing  a 
nectar  of  the  gods,  and  thus  the  spirit  made  to  control 
the  understanding.  Frame  buildings  were  taking  tlie 
place  of  those  constructed  of  logs  at  Middleboro'  even 
before  the  breaking  out  of  King  Philip's  war,  in  1G75, 
and  as  in  that  conflict  it  is  highly  pmbable  that  every 
house  and  barn  in  town  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians, 
so  in  the  rebuilding  that  was  commenced  after  that 
war  frame  buildings  were  in  nearly  or  quite  every 
instance  made  to  take  the  places  of  both  the  log 
cabins  and  frame  buildings  destroyed  by  the  infuriated 
red  man's  torch  during  that  bloody  and  distressing 
conflict. 

What  is  known  as  Mattock  was  probably  the  second 
place  at  which  a  dam  was  made  to  span  the  stream 
running  from  the  lakes  or  great  pmids,  sucking  an 
outlet  through  "Taunton  Great  lliver"  into  Mount 
Hope  Bay,  and  at  Muttock  the  water-power  was  so 
extensively  and  successfully  utilized  that  this  locality 
became  one  of  greater  enterprise  and  more  numerous 
industries  than  any  other  in  town,  fir  surjiassing  what 
is  now  the  business  centre  at  the  Four  Corners,  and 
thus  continuing  for  a  long  term  of  years.  Cut  the 
bu.sy  hum  of  these  numerous  industries  of  Muttock 
was  not  conducted,  or  even  suffered  to  be  commenced, 
without  opposition  from  some  of  the  inhabitants,  sec- 
onded by  checks  and  impediments  on  the  part  of  the 
town  in  its  corporate  capacity,  as  strong  olijifutioos 
were  made  to  the  building  of  the  Muttock  dam  on 
account  of  the  apprehended  detriment  it  might  prove 
to  the  herring  fishery, — that  constant  and  never-end- 
ing theme  of  controversy, — herring  then  being  deemed 
not  only  an  article  of  food,  but  indispeiis.ible  to  the 
raising  of  corn, — a  few  herring,  according  to  Indian 
custom,  still  being  applied  to  each  hill  to  furce  the 
growth  of  this  crop',  and  herring  being  in  one  or  more 
instances  relied  on   to  pay  some  of  the  town   officers 
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for  the  pevforuiance  of  tlieir  public  duties.'  Ilorriiiu;, 
therefore,  and  all  that  properly  pertained  to  tlie  cu- 
courasi'iiiont  and  aided  iu  produciiii;  horrin;.:,  oui;!it  to 
and  did  eogross  the  jealous  care  of  Middleburo'  people, 
and  their  scruples  were  difficult  to  surmount,  but  were 
finally  so  allayed  as  to  allow  the  erection  of  the  Mut- 
tock  dam,  thus  giving  irreat  impetus  to  several  other 
industries,  and  leaving  it  a  still  open  question  whether 
it  was  or  was  not  at  the  expense  of  an  injury  done  to 
the  herring  fishery. 

That  permission  from  the  town  of  Middleboro'  to 
erect  tlie  Muttock  dam  was  obtained  in  an  open  town- 
meetinj;  holden  March  3,  1734,  wheu  it  was  "voted 
to  allow  Benjamin  White,  Esq.,  and  others,  liberty  to 
erect  a  dam  across  Nemasket  River  for  the  benefit  of 
a  slitting-mill." 

The  town  at  the  same  meeting  voted  to  permit 
"  Capt.  Bennett  and  Francis  Miller,  and  others  to 
build  a  dam  for  iron-works,"  but  at  the  same  time 
providing  that  these  iron-works  must  not  be  permitted 
or  suffered  to  impede  the  passage  of  the  alewives  or 
herrings. 

Both  these  permits  then  obtained  are  thought  to 
have  applied  to  Muttock  and  the  dam  at  that  place 
erected  as  a  consequence,  and  where  for  a  few  years 
the  water-power  was  utilized  to  carry  the  machinery 
of  a  slitting-mill,  and  possibly  in  addition  thereto  a 
forge.  About  ten  years  after  the  grant  obtained  to 
erect  this  dam,  the  arrival  and  locating  iu  this  town 
of  Mr.  Peter  Oliver  gave  great  impetus  to  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturers  at  this  point,  which  thencelbrth 
was  very  successfully  conducted  for  the  nest  and  im- 
mediately succeeding  thirty  years. 

One  of  the  first  or  earliest  blast-furuaces  erected  in 
this  section  of  Massachusetts  was  probably  located 
upon  the  dam  at  Muttock,  and  carried  on  by  I'cter 
Oliver,  who  appears  to  have  discovered  that  the  iron 
ore  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  great  ponds  in 
Middleboro',  and  dug  from  the  bogs  iu  town,  was  not 
sufficient  for  all  the  uses  required,  as  that  fact  is  most 
conclusively  proved  by  a  written  correspotidence  car- 
ried on  between  Mr.  Oliver  and  the  committee  of  the 
province  for  the  prosecution  of  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  a  portion  of  which  corrc-^pondcnce  has  been 
carefully  preserved  and  is  now  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  at  Boston. 

The  first  letter  of  Mr.  Oliver  was  addressed  to 
"  The  Hon"'  Committee  of  War,"  and  iu  words 
followiu"  : 


'  Muy  24,  1631,  WilliiuD  Iloskius  wu-i  unaniruously  clioscu 
town  clerk  of  JliJiHwburo',  iind  the  town  voted  to  give  him  a 
luiul  of  tish,  tukcu  ut  ihe  herring  weir  und  delivered  at  Lis 
huu:se,  fut'  hia  dervicu  one  year  ad  town  eterk. 


"  MlouLEUoitouuii,  Murcli  I,  1T56. 

"  Gesti.kme.v, — Your  Favour  of  27""  Feb'  relating  to  sup- 
plying you  with  two  Ilowbilzers  I  received  on  Saturday  Nigbf, 
X  now  send  a  Messingcr  to  acquaint  you  that  bad  I  known  of 
your  having  occasion  for  them  10  Days  ago,  I  could  have  sup- 
plied you,  but  I  finished  my  IJlast  3  or  4  Days  since:  which  I 
am  sorry  for,  as  I  had  been  at  a  great  Deal  of  Trouble  X  Charge 
to  procure  ^louutaiu  Ore  to  make  warlike  Store?,  of  which  ore  is 
of  a  far  better  Quality  than  any  we  have  in  these  Parts,  especially 
fur  Guns  and  Mortars.  I  have  sent  for  more  Mountain  Ore,  .t 
expect  to  blow  again  this  month,  &  if  you  should  then  want 
any  Stores,  I  believe  I  can  supply  you  with  those  of  as  good 
a  tiuality  as  can  be  made,  for  I  am  sensible  of  the  Uisque  of 
making  guns  and  Mortars  from  Bog  Ore  that  1  shall  n<it  attempt 
them  again  with  that. 

*'  lam,  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

"  Pkteu  Olivlu." 

What  Mr.  Oliver  spelled  "  howbitzer"  was  doubt- 
less a  howitzer.  It  is  also  intimated  that  Mr.  Oliver 
had  before  this  date  been  manufacturing  warlike 
stores,  and  that  his  experience  in  that  business  had 
taught  him  not  to  trust  to  the  use  of  bog  ore. 

A  few  days  later  Mr.  Oliver  wrote, — 

"  MiDDLEDonouGH,  March  8,  1756. 
"  Sin, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  write  mo 
a  Line  whether  X  could  have  the  Ballance  due  to  mo  from  the 
Treasury;  if  so  I  would  come  down, otherwise  I  Fhould  be  loth 
to  come. 

"  If  I  come  I  shall  bring  down  £100  on  £300  0.  T.  from 
Constables. 

**  The  mortars  dt  shells  I  will  send  immediately. 
"  Mr.  De  Costar  has  nigh  100  shells  by  him  already  of  mine, 
and  the  remainder  1  will  send  from  thcuco. 

**  Yr  humble  Servant, 

"  Peter  Oliveh." 

"  MlDDLEDOKOUGlI,  April  7"",  1756. 

"Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  after  the  greatest  as- 
siduity aud  application  I  am  not  able  to  have  the  \Vartike 
stores  ready  that  you  bespoke  by  the  1  j^**  April. 

"  I  had  got  my  Hearth  secured  Ji.  procured  a  vessel  to  fetch 
it,  but  bad  Weather  &  contrary  Winds  preventing  my  seuding 
for  it,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  cart  it  60  miles,  and  have  but 
just  now  got  it  in,  that  I  cannot  blow  till  the  latter  end  of  ne.vt 
week, 

"  The  lost  actt'  of  stores  I  received  from  you  I  do  not  think 
very  likely  can  bo  completed  untill  the  lUth  .May;  if  ibat  will 
do  X  will  undertake  to  send  them  (unavoidable  accidents  ex- 
cepted) from  Taunton  to  New  York  at  my  own  charge,  provided 
the  hon*  Committee  of  War  will  run  the  Iti.-que  of  the  ^eas. 

**  Whether  they  will  be  wanted  by  that  Time  is  not  fur  me  to 
say;  but  where  they  could  have  been  ca.'-t  clsewberu  sooner  I 
do  nut  know,  for  Mr.  liarkor,  I  am  informed,  has  but  Just 
Uuiahed  what  he  contracted  for. 

"  .Some  of  the  aforementioned  stores  can  be  Gnished  beforo 
tho  lU"'  May. 

'*  It  would  have  given  me  more  uneasiness,  Sir,  had  this  De- 
lay happened  by  any  Fault  of  mine,  but  the  .^eason  of  the  year 
has  prevented  uiy  accomplishing  the  business. 

*'  I  don't  write  this  simp'  to  induce  the  hon<*  Committee  of 
War  to  wait  for  me  to  their  Loss,  prejudice,  for  I  had  much 
rather  release  the  whole  than  have  the  least  ill  cuusequenco 
attend  the  affair. 

"  X  shall  not  wait  for  an  answer  to  this,  but  hurry  the  Fur- 
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iL.icu  into  x  i;i,i--t  -iS  f;ist   ;is  )io.-sible,  wlietlici-  I  imiUe  mio  of  ' 

ibo-L-  'tores  or  not. 

•'  [  pro|Mwe  to  be  in    Ko-ton   tlii;  l)o;;iniiing  of  tliu  ivciU,  so  ' 

that  you  nccJ  not  give  ynuiscif  tbe  Trouble  of  j.  Lcttei  to  mo.  ■ 

*'  I  mu,  Sir,  yr.  very  huiuble  Serviiut, 

"  Pi:tki:  Oi.ivjcit. 

■•  i».  i.   I  have  seut 

"  :i2U     G  in.     .Shot. 

"JS!)     S  do.     Do. 

"  '^$'^  10  oz.    Do." 

!Mi-.  Olivor's  tbuith  lotter: 

••  Mi1)ii[.l:i;oi;o',  Jlny  -I,  ITJG. 
'MJknti.kmkn, — r  reeeivc.l  your  Letter  19"'  iiiitant  lliis  D;iy. 
I  liuJ  aliCiiJy  ^iven  Tuy  reasons  for  not  writing,  »'■',  ivbetUcr 
tbey  arc  auUiuieut  or  not,  I  mu=t  Leave  to  you  gentlemen   lo 
jnil;,'u  of. 

■"I'Uo  Careaiises  are  sbilipeil,  i  I  hope  will  be  with  yon  by  tbe 
'lime  this  Leiter  arrives,  wbieh  I  ^upiioao  arc  not  en|^a;^e.l.  As 
to  the  GranaJoe  Shells  i  Moi  tars,  I  have  ((uilte.!  tbeiu,  i.  have 
lent  Mr.  Darker  my  P:ittein  for  the  mortars,  who  uo  iluubt  will 
seuJ  them  soon,  .t  had  it  been  in  my  power  to  have  forwarded 
the  matter  I  should  not  have  been  wanting,  but  I  have  sent 
vessel  after  vessel,  at  great  Expense,  and  have  been  daily  ex- 
peeting  one  after  another  with  one  proper  to  have  a  Furnaee  in 
order  for  stores  of  .such  Consequeneo,  whieh,  had  they  arrived, 
a  few  Days  would  have  eonveyed  to  New  York  sooner  than  they 
could  be  auy  other  Way,  unless  they  were  made  to  Hand,  for  I 
had  proeured  a  Veisell  to  carry  them. 

'•  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  esteem  y'  very  hum'  Servant, 

•'  PETi;it    Ol.lVEK. 

"To  the  ]Ion''i=  Committee  of  War." 

This  lower  Jam  continued  to  be  the  property  of  tiie 
Oliver  family  until  the  war  of  the  American  llevolu- 
tion,  and  the  industries  carried  on  there  thus  came  to 
be  I'amiliarly  known  as  Oliver's  works. 

The  position  taken  by  the  Oliver  family  in  the  war 
of  the  American  Revolution  was  such  that  it  was  forced 
to  leave  the  county,  and  the  far-famed  Oliver  works 
passed  into  other  hands,  and  fur  a  time  were  conducted 
by  a  Mr.  Leach,  followed  by  Gapt.  Nathaniel  Russell, 
wlio  removed  to  Plymouth,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Hushia  Thomas. 

Then  Gen.  Abiel  Washburn  became  much  the 
largest  of  its  numerous  owners,  his  share  in  the  prop- 
erty amounting  to  three-fourths  of  the  entire  interest, 
and  an  old-fashioned  saw-mill  was  added,  and  in  1810 
a  new  sliuinguiill  built,  and  at  a  still  later  period  a 
shovel-factory  that  run  up  to  the  time  (ien.  Wash- 
burn died,  viz.,  June  17,  1848. 

For  several  years  a  ;irist-mill  was  also  in  operation 
here. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  cousidcratiou  of  the 
history  of  the  tirst  dam  erected  upon  the  Nemasket 
River. 

That  grist-mill,  erected  in  Middleboro'  (near  tlie 
present  site  of  the  Star  Mills),  a  little  before  the 
breaking  out  of  King  Philip's  war,  was  burned  by 
the  Indians  in  that  conflict,  and  rebuilt  soon  after  the 
return  of  peace. 


Principal  among  the  proprietors  of  the  new  grist- 
mill appears  to  have  been  Francis  Coombs,  who  was 
a  selectman  of  Middleboro'  in  IGTl  auJ  1GT5,  and 
re-elected  in  1G80-82. 

Francis  Coombs  was  also  the  tavern-keeper  at 
Middleboro','  his  license  to  furnisli  entertainment  for 
man  and  beast  bearing  date  of  Oct.  30,  UiTS;  and 
he  continued  thus  to  provide  food  and  lodging,  com- 
fort and  rest  to  wearied  travelers  and  tired  beasts 
until  his  death,  Dec.  31,  1C82.  The  tavern  license 
was  renewed  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Mary  Couml)s,  July 
1,  16S4,  and  his  daughters  claimed  the  gri.-t-mill.- 

The  present  mill-Jam,  although  near  to,  Joes  nut 
occupy  precisely  the  same  site  of  that  ereutuJ  mure 
thau  two  hundred  years  ago,  on  which  to  operate  a 
grist-mill. 

Some  eighty  years  ago  a  cotton-factory  was  erected 
upon  a  new  dam  near  and  perhaps  in  part  joining  the 
old  one. 

This  cotton -factory  came  to  be  owned  atid   run  by 

the  firm  of  Peirce  &  Wood,  who  subsequently  aJJed 

upon  the  new  dam  a  shovel  manufactory  ;  and  part  of 

■  the  water-power  was  devoted  to  carry  a  gri-t  njill. 

The  firm  of  Peirce  &  Wood  consisted  of  Col.  Peter 

II.  Peirce  and  Deacon  Horatio  Wood. 

Wool-cards  were  here  operated  for  a  time  by  a  man 
named   Bennett.     These  wool-cards  went    under  the 
;  name  of  carding-iuachine,  as  wool  had  formerly  been 
carded  by  hand. 

These  wool-cards  of  the   machine    turned    the  raw 
'  material  into  rolls  suited  for  spinning  upon  a  wheel  at 
the   owner's  home,  for  few  hou.ses   at  that   time  were 
:  destitute  of  a  spinning-wheel. 

Of  pianos  they  had  none;  of  spinning-wheels, 
many.  But  although  the  buzzing  sound  of  the  wheel 
was  less  harmonious,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that 
families  generally  were  less  happy. 

The  "  Star  Mills,"  so  called,  now  occupy  the  point 
'  at  or  very  near  which    the  waters   of   the   Nemasket 
River  were  first   utilized  its  a  motive  power,  the  Star 
Mill  or  Mills  being  quite  a  large  and  extensive  woolen- 
factory  that   has   been  in   operation  something   more 
'  than  twenty  years. 

i  On  the  olst  day  of  May,  17G2,  Ignatius  l''hns,  for 
I  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  foity-lwo  pounds, 
i  sold    to   Samuel    Thatcher,   Elias    Miller,^   Nathaniel 


'  That  tavern  was  probably  kept,  where,  about  half  a  century 
ago,  Capt.  Abner  Barrows  kept  a  public-house  or  hotel. 

'^  The  daughters  of  Fraueis  Coombs  (deceased)  took  pos:res3ion 
of  the  grist-mill  March  U,  101)7.  (Seo  Proprietors'  "  Ueeord  of 
the  Town  of  Middleboro'.")  One  of  tliosc  daughters  married  a 
Barrow?,  and  had  a  son  named  Coombs  Barrows. 

I  Elias  Miller  at  that  dale  kept  an  inn  or  tavern. 
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Southworth,  and  Silaa  Wood  land  bordering  upon  the 
Nemasket  liiver  at  the  place  where  the  upper  Jam 
upon  that  stream  is  located,  and  where  that  Jam  was 
soon  after  built,  and  the  water-power  thus  created 
utilized  for  operating  a  forge. 

April  17,  1777,  Silas  Wood  sold  one-eighth  of  the 
forge  to  George  Leonard,  and  a  few  years  later,  viz., 
in  or  a  little  before  1785,  this  forge  was  wholly  or  in  ] 
part  destroyed  by  fire,  as  upon  the  2Tth  of  May,  1783, 
George  J^eonard  charged  for  what  he  had  expended 
in  repairing  the  forgo  after  it  was  burnt,  but  the  re- 
pairing was  so  near  a  rebuilding  that  the  structure 
came  afterward  to  be  called  and  familiarly  known  as 
the  '-New  Forge,"  and  iu  179G  was  owned  by  Benja- 
min Leonard,  Abiel  Washburn,  George  Leonard,  and 
Aboer  Bourne.  Three  yeai-s  later  the  proprietors  i 
were  Benjamin  Leonard,  George  Leonard,  Abner 
Bourne,  and  Levi  Peirce.  i 

In  ISOl   the  owners  appear  to  have  been  Bourne 
&  Peirce,  Benjamin  Leonard,  George  Leonard,  and  i 
Abner  Bourne  &  Son,  and  iu  1809  George  Leonard, 
Maj.  William  Bourne,  and  Maj.  Levi  Peirce. 

This  forge  cuntiuucJ  in  operation  some  seventy  [ 
years,  but  a  part  of  the  water-power  at  this  upper  ', 
dam  was  from  1813  or  1814  used  to  carry  a  cotton-  i 
factory,  and  subsequently  here  was  also  added  an  old-  j 
fashioned  saw-mill  and  a  grist-mill.'  | 

At  a  later  period,  the  manufacturing  of  cotton  cloth  ; 
being   abandoned,  the    water-power  was    utilized    to 
carry  the  machiuery  of  a  shovel-factory. 

In  what  was  Jliddleboro'  (but  since  1853  iu 
Lakeville),  and  in  the  locality  familiarly  knowu  -as 
the  "  Tack-Factory  Neighborhood,"  a  mill-dam  was 
erected  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  years  ago,  and 
a  forge  located  thereon  that  was  operated  nearly  or 
ijuite  eighty  years.'  The  site  has  recently  been  occu- 
pied by  a  tack-factory. 

A  blaat-furnace  was  in  successful  operatiou  at  Mid- 
dleboro'  in,  and  perhaps  a  little  before,  1756.  The 
blast-furnace  was  quite  diiferent  from  the  cupola-fur- 
nace, as  the  latter  was  only  capable  of  melting  pig-iron 
and  pot-metal,  while  the  former  smelted  iron  ores  that 
were  then  in  large  (juantities  dug  in  Middleboro',  aud 
also   takeu   from   the  bottom  of  .tVssawamseCt  Pond.' 

'  The  furge  wad  serioualy  injured  by  tiro  abuut  the  year  181S, 
but  was  rcpairud  or  rebuilt  soon  after. 

^  Maj.  Thomas  Leonard,  of  Taunton,  was  the  |>rojector  of  that 
«nterprise.  lie  died  Nov.  'JU,  1713.  Uu  waa  father  of  Ensign 
Ellianali  Leonard  and  grandfather  of  the  lawyer,  Maj.  Elkanah 
Leonard. 

^  The  right  to  take  this  ore  from  the  bottom  of  the  Assawamsot 
Pond  was  divided  into  shares  among  a  kind  of  stock  company 
thai  used  to  hold  regular  meetings  to  regulate  what  tor  a  time 
continued  to  be  a  productive  industry. 

i;5 


Ores  taken  out  of  the  ground  were  designated  by  the 
name  of  "  bog  ore,"  and  those  taken  from  the  bottom 
of  the  Assawamsett  Lake,  "  pond  ore  ;"  and  another 
kind  was  also  used  that  received  the  name  of  "  moun- 
tain ore,"  which  seems  to  have  been  brought  from  afar, 
requiring  transportation  in  vessels  or  water  craft. 
How  long  previous  to  the  year  1756  Peter  Olivers 
blast-furnace  was  in  operation  is  not  now  known,  but 
that  it  was  then  doing  quite  an  extensive  business 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  manufactories  of  its  kind 
in  the  then  "  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England"  is  most  clearly  shown  from  the  writ- 
ten correspondence  that  Peter  Oliver  at  that  date  had 
with  the  committee  conducting  the  war  then  being 
waged,  and  which,  to  distinguish  it  from  other  con- 
flicts, has  come  to  be  called  and  knowu  in  history  as 
the  "  French  and  Indian  war." 

A  furnace  was  erected  aud  for  many  years  operateil 
upon  the  Fall  Brook,  so  called,  from  which  circum- 
stance it  came  to  acquire  the  name  of  Fall  Brook 
Furnace.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  the 
American  Revolution,  Capt.  Joshua  Eddy  put  up  a 
furnace  upon  Whetstone  Brook.  Neither  of  these 
furnaces  continue  to  exist, — that  at  Fall  Brook  hav- 
ing been  taken  down  many  years  ago,  aud  the  Eddy 
furnace  demolished  more  recently. 

TuE  Straw  Business. — This  industry,  now  so 
extensively  and  successfully  conducted  at  IMiddleboro', 
had  its  origin  in  that  part  of  the  town  that  has  since 
become  Lakeville.  To  Ebenezer  Briggs,  Jr.,  who 
resided  upon  the  southerly  shore  of  the  great  Assa- 
wamset  Pond,  in  what  was  then  West  Middleboro' 
and  now  Lakeville,  is  due  the  honor  of  having  intro- 

■  duceJ  this  business,  that  has  since  j'rown  to  be  lucra- 

I  tive  and  furnished  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
;  operatives,  in  a  word,  thus  putting  the  latter  iu  pos- 
session of  the  opportunity  and  power  of  earning  an 
i  honest  living,  and  for  which  Mr.  Briggs  is  justly 
I  entitled  to  the  enviable  appellation  of  public  bene- 
I  factor.  Mr.  Briggs  commenced  this,  which  was  then 
-  generally  called  the  bonnet  business,  in  or  near  the 

■  year  1828,  or  some  fifty-six  years, since,  and  he  con- 
'  tinned  his  manufacture  of  straw  goods  in  what  is  now 

Lakeville  about  seven  years,  when  deeming  the  facili- 

i  ties  for  trade  and  manufacture  afforded  at  the  Four 

'  Corners  Village  more  numerous  and  superior  to  those 

he  enjoyed  or  could  command  in  West  Middleboro', 

(  he  removed  to  what  still  continues  to  be  Middleboro', 

!  and  here  carried  on  the  business  about  nine  years, 

I  when  he  sold  out  to  the  firm  of  Pickens,  King  &  Co. 

A  year  later  Mr.  King  withdrew,  and  the  name  of  the 

firm   was  changed  to  thit  of  Pickens  Brothers,  aud 

this  continued  two  years,  when  Mr.  J.  M.  Pickens 
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dissolved  his  conueetion,  and  the  buaiuess  was  for  a 
time  carried  on  by  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Pickens.  The 
ujain  building  of  the  si  raw-factory  was  erected  by 
Pickens  Brothers  in  1S55. 

In  ISaS,  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Pickens  sold  the  factory 
and  business  to  Mr.  Albert  Aldeii,  the  present  pro- 
prietor. 

The  straw  braid  that  was  at  Orst  u»ed  was  all  made 
in  this  country,  but  that  now  used  is  imported.  This 
bujiuess,  that  for  a  time  did  not  amount  to  uiore  than 
ten  thousand  dollars  a  year,  has  steadily  increased 
until  it  is  estimated  at  a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  gives 
employment  to  nearly  four  hundred  operatives.  In 
the  early  years  of  this  enterprise  all  the  sewing  was 
done  by  hand,  but  is  now  almost  entirely  accomplished 
by  machinery. 

The  house  in  which  Mr.  Ebenczer  Briggs  com- 
lueuced  to  make  straw  braid  into  women's  bonnets  is 
still  standing  upon  the  Assawaniset  Neck,  in  the  now 
township  of  Lakeville,  and  does  not  give  very  strong 
or  unmistakable  marks  of  age,  and  yet  here  it  was 
that  those  very  small  beginnings  were  made,  the 
legitimate  results  of  which  have  successfully  ripened 
and  brought  forth  increase  until  as  a  final  consumma 
tion  is  realized  an  industry  employing  more  operatives 
than  any  other  in  the  town  of  Middleboro',  thus 
proving  that  truth  is  sometimes  more  strange  than 
fiction,  and  teaching  us  not  to  "  despise  the  day  of 
small  things." 

For  these  facts  presented  in  the  history  of  this  en- 
terprise the  writer  of  this  sketch  is  mainly  indebted 
to  the  kindness  of  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Pickens,  of 
Middleboro',  who  was  born  and  passed  his  boyhood 
days  in  that  part  of  the  town  which,  in  1853,  became 
Lakeville,  and  was  for  many  years  constantly  and  in- 
timately connected  with  this  straw  business,  first  as 
an  operative  and  afterwards  as  a  manufacturer. 

The  Shoe  Business. — The  first  or  earliest  shoe 
manufacturer  at  Middleboro'  appears  to  have  been 
Mr.  Stephen  B.  Pickens,  who  carried  it  on  in  a  small 
way  compared  with  the  present  manner  of  conducting 
this  industry,  and  having  for  a  time  Capt.  Earl  Sproat 
fur  a  partner  in  business.  Their  workshop  was  in  the 
building  still  standing  upon  the  northeast  coiner  at 
the  Four  Corners  Village. 

The  next  manufacturers  were  Leonard  it  Eaton, 
who  occupied  a  rather  small  one  story  wooden  build- 
ing: that  was  removed  to  Court  I'lnd  to  iiive  iilace  to 
the  erection  of  Murdock's  Block,  as  it  is  now  called, 
but  then  known  as  Wells'  Block,  as  Dr.  W.  K.  Wells 
was  the  original  proprietor.  The  building  removed 
had  sometime  been  paiured  green,  and  at  Court 
End  was  used  by  a  Mr.  Thomas  for  a  grocery  store. 


Next  the  firm  of  Ward  &  Doggett  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes,  and  both  proba- 
bly became  rich  from  the  profits  that  they  thereby 
realized.  These  partners  were  Maj.  George  Ward 
and  Mr.  William  Elkanah  Doggett.  Ward  &  Do;.;- 
gett  sold  out  to  Bassett  &  Dunbar,  and  they  in 
turn  to  Sampson  &  King,  these  three  firni.s  curry- 
ing on  the  shoe  business  in  the  then  Wells'  Block 
but  now  Murdock  Block. 

Sampson  &  King  removed  with  this  business  to 
the  "  American  Building,"  so  called.  This  lirm  con- 
sisted of  IMaj.  Joseph  Sampson,  Jr.,  and  Col.  Nathan 
King.  The  next  firm  engaged  in  the  business  in  the 
then  Wells'  (now  Murdoek'sJ  Block  was  that  uf  Leon- 
ard &  Barrows,  who  were  subsequently  joined  by  Mr. 
Calvin  D.  Kingman,  and  at  about  the  same  time 
Leonard  &  Eaton  commenced  in  the  building  just 
northerly  of  the  hotel. 

Mr.  James  Allen  Leonard  also  went  into  the  man- 
ufacture of  boots  and  shoes  at  the  Leonard  place  on 
Centre  Street. 

This  business  has  also  been  carried  on  quite  exten- 
sively in  the  Titicut  part  of  Middlchuru',  and  by 
the  following-numed  persons  and  firms:  Deacon  ]']lijali 
E.  Perkins,  Lyaander  Richmond,  Philo  S.  iMurdock, 
Keith  &  Pratt,  Stetson  &  Hammond. 

The  firms  now  engaged  in  the  shoe  manufacture 
at  the  Four  Corners  Village,  in  Middleboro',  are 
those  of  Leonard  &  Barrows  and  Calvin  D.  King- 
man &,  Sons,  both  of  which  are  carrying  un  an  exten- 
sive business,  and  thus  greatly  adding  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  community  and  town  generally. 

The  Hat  Business. —  In  or  near  ihe  year  ISliO, 
Jabez  Sherman  employed  some  six  nun  in  the  labor 
of  making  men's  hats,  and  he  was  succeeded  therein 
by  Henry  H.  Robbins;  but  this  business  hero  has  long 
since  been  abandoned. 

Newspapers. — The  first  or  earliest  newspaper  ever 
printed  in  Middleboro'  was  known  as  the  O/d  Co/- 
oiiy  Dtmocrat,  and  was  started  in  Plymouth  but  re- 
moved to  3Iiddleboro'  just  about  half  a  century  ago. 
Maj.  Benjamin  Drew,  Jr.,  a  praclical  printer,  was 
editor,  printer,  and  proprietor.  This  did  not  prove 
a  success,  and  ere  long  it  was  discontinued.  Maj. 
Drew  owed  his  military  title  to  the  fact  that  upon  the 
14th  of  February,  1835,  he  was  jiromoted  to  the 
ofiice  of  major  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Plymouth 
County  Brigade.  Charles  Soule,  late  of  Middleboro', 
was  then  colonel  of  that  regiment,  Joshua  Brewster 
(2d),  of  Duxbury,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Tlujmas  F. 
White,  of  Duxbury,  adjutant. 

The  Nemaslcet  Gazette  was  the  next  Middleboro' 
newspaper,  and,  like  the  other,  this  was  started   by  a 
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printer.  This  paper  was  first  issued  Oct.  7,  1852, 
Samuel  P.  Brown,  editor  and  proprietor.  The  size 
of  its  slieet  was  seventeen  by  twenty-four  inches. 
Some  time  in  1854.  Mr.  Brown  sold  tiie  A^riiuisJ:tl 
Gazelle  to  Rev.  Stillman  Pratt,  wlio  changed  its 
name  to  MiJdleLoro'  Gazette  and  Old  Colony  Adver- 
tiser. Mr.  Pratt  died  Sept.  1,  1SC2,  after  which  tiio 
paper  was  for  a  time  published  by  his  son,  Mr.  Still- 
man  B.  Pratt.  In  February,  18(59,  Mr.  James  M. 
Coombs,  the  present  proprietor,  purchased  the  paper, 
and  at  ditferent  times  has  enlarj;ed  it  until  now  it  has 
reached  the  size  of  tweuty-suveu  by  forty-two  inelies, 
and  lias  become  a  representative  local  paper,  published 
in  the  interests  of  the  town  of  Middleboro',  and  one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  in  the  county  of  Plymouth. 

The  Middleboro'  News  was  established  in  October, 
1881,  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Sylvester,  its  present  proprietor. 
It  is  Republican  in  politics  and  a  forty-eight-column 
slieet.     It  has  an  extensive  circulation. 


CHAPTER    VII. 


EDUCATIONAL    IlISTOUY. 


This   history,   were   we  to  go   minutely  into   its  ; 
numerous    details,   would    thereby  be    shown    to    be 
very  siiuilar  to  that  of  other  New  England  towns,  ' 
for  the  educational  story  of  one  is,  with  slight  varia-  I 
tions,    that    of  all    the   others,    and   those  variations  j 
have  generally  been  the  results  of  the  dates  of  their  I 
occurrence  rather  than  a  great  or  e.ssential   diiference  j 
in  the  real  character,  modes  of  thought  or  action,  of  ' 
the   several    communities   or   towns,   and   the  school-  \ 
murm's  story  of  "  Cape  Cod  Folks"  might  with  equal 
truth  have  been  applied  to  many  other  communities, 
and  as  justly  described  other  localities  in  Barnstable 
or  Plymouth  County  towns.     Our  educational  chapter  i 
will,  therefore,  be  chiefly  remarkable  on  account  of 
its  brevity.     Soon  after  the  resettlement  of  Middle- 
boro', just  after  King  Philip's  war,  at  a  town-meeting 
held  Aug.  30,  168C,  the  town  "  made  choice  and  ap- 
proved of  Isaac  Howland  to  keep  ye  ordinary,"  which 
in    modern   parlance  would   have  been  rendered   the 
hotel,  and  at  the  same  time  "made  choyce  of  Mr. 
John    Tomson   and   Isaac   Howland,   to   agree  with 
Jonathan  Washburn,  or  any  other,  to  make  u  pound, 
whipping-post,  and  stocks,"  and  at  about  the  same 
date  went  so  far  as  to  define  the  duty  of  each  house- 
holder as  to  the  number  of  blackbirds  that  he  should 
kill,  and  present  the  heads  of  the  slain  birds  to  some  I 
of  the   town   authorities,   failing  to  do  which    said 


householder  should  bs  amerced  in  and  compelled  to 
pay  a  fine.  But  lest  blackbirds  in  some  sections 
should  prove  too  scarce  to  furnish  six  heads  as  pro- 
piciating  sacrifice  for  the  relief  of  each  householder, 
the  heads  of  crows  might,  to  some  extent,  be  made  to 
take  the  places  of  blackbirds,  and  when  it  is  thus 
shown  how  careful  those  early  pioneer  settlers  were 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  crime,  the  killing 
of  crows  and  blackbirds,  confinement  of  brutal  men 
and  breachy  beasts,  it  does  seem  not  a  little  strange 
that  the  records  fail  to  show  them  to  have  been  care- 
ful to  provide  for  the  education  of  children,  to  teach 
their  young  ideas  how  to  shoot  in  a  proper  direction, 
and  bring  them  up  with  such  nurture  and  admonition 
that  the  whipping-post  and  stocks  might  soon  have 
proved  useless  appendages  and  obsolete  superfluities. 

The  neglect,  too,  was  something  more  than  seem- 
ing, but  real,  as  the  grand  jury  of  Plymouth  County, 
in  1709,  found  a  bill  against  the  town  of  Jliddle- 
boro',  for  not  having,  or  rather  being  provided  with, 
a  schoolmaster  according  to  law. 

The  legal  authorities  now  so  bestirred  themselves 
that  we  find  conclusive  evidence  to  prove  that  as  early 
as  1716  four  schools  were  established  in  as  many  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  town,  each  school  to  continue  a 
part  of  the  year,  and  all  to  be  taught  by  Thomas 
Roberts,  who  in  town-meeting  had  been  elected  as  the 
town's  schoolmaster. 

How  long  Thomas  Roberts  continued  to  perform 
that  "  delightful  task"  at  Middleboro'  it  is  now  diflS- 
cult  to  determine,  but  the  following  extracts  from 
the  public  records  of  the  adjoining  town  of  Freetown 
serve  to  throw  some  light  upon  that  subject,  for  the 
legal  voters  of  Freetown,  being  assembled  upon  the 
15ih  day  of  May,  1718,  took  public  action,  of  which 
the  following  was  the  record : 

"  At  a,  IcguBl  town-meeting  in  freetown,  Voted  to  set  up  n 
school  to  learn  ubildren  to  read  and  right,  and  mude  clioyce  of 
Jucob  liuth\?ay  to  seek  for  a  scbooliuutjter." 

And  he  sought  in  such  a  manner  as  to  find  and 
induce  the  Middleboro'  schoolmaster  to  change  the 
fields  of  his  labors  to  Freetown,  and  thus  did  Hatha- 
way prove  himself  to  have  been  not  only  a  wrestling 
Jacob,  but  a  prevailing  Israel.  The  same  record  fur- 
ther testified  : 

"Oct.  the  8  duy,  voted  to  allow  tbomas  robcrts  :!0  pounds  for 
one  year's  service  to  keep  the  school  at  tbreo  sevenil  places, — 
the  public  ineeting-bouse,  Waller  Chase's,  also  at  or  near  to 
John  bowland's." 

"  fcbruary  the  Nth  day,  1720-21,  voted  and  agreed  to  suck 
out  for  a  schoolmaster,  us  the  last  year's  schoolmaster,  Huberts, 
and  the  town  did  not  agree." 

This  schoolmaster,  Roberts,  was  probably  a  kind 
of  moving  planet,  or  rolling  stone,  contented  to  re- 
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main  in  no  one  place  very  long  at  a  time,  belongiu'i 
to  a  class  that  ia  those  days  tried  to  get  a  living  by 
teaching  a  little  and  preaching  a  little,  but  doing 
nothing  a  great  deal,  and  to  whom  might  properly  be 
applied, — 

•'  Wandering  through  the  country  teachinj^. 
Gallant  and  godly,  making  lovo  and  picauhing." 

It  is  not  reasonably  to  be  supposed  that  Thomas 
Roberts  was  Middlcboro's  first  or  earliest  schoolmas- 
ter, but  the  earliest  who  has  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  writer  of  this  sketch,  and  because  the  earliest, 
rather  than  for  anything  about  him  good  or  great,  he 
has  received  this  particular  notice. 

Peirce  Academy. — This  once  flourishing  and  still 
widely-kuowu  institution  of  learning  took  its  name 
from  Capt.  Job  Peirce,  the  founder  and  donor,  who, 
when  in  his  generous  heart  he  devised  this  liberal  act, 
was  a  man  of  more  than  threescore  years,  and  made 
his  son,  Maj.  Levi  Peirce,  to  be  the  dispenser  of  the 
benefit,  and  which  act  last  named  has  of  late  years 
led  some  to  suppose  that  the  son  was  indeed  the 
civer  instead  of  the  distributor  of  his  father's  gen- 
erous gifl. 

The  original  cost  was  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  The  formal  act  of  dedicating  the 
academy  building  to  its  intended  use  was  upon  the 
18th  of  August,  1808;  but  no  act  of  incorporation 
was  obtained  until  1835,  or  nearly  twenty-seven 
years  after.  In  1850  the  original  building  was  sold 
and  removed  and  converted  into  some  kind  of  a 
manufactory,  and  subsequently  burned.  A  new 
academy  building  was  erected  iu  1850,  and  ten 
thousand  dollars  raised  to  aid  this  institution,  which 
was  mainly  a  result  of  the  unyielding  and  untiring 
industry,  indefatigable  energy,  and  great  enterprise 
of  Professor  John  W.  I.  Jenks,  then  the  principal 
of  this  school,  but  now  a  professor  in  Brown  Uni- 
versity, at  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  academic  school  ia  not  at  present  in  operation, 
and  some  of  the  building  is  used  by  one  of  the  town 
schools,  and  a  large  part  of  the  second  floor  by  E.  W. 
Peirce  Encampment  Post  and  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

The  Pratt  Free  School  is  a  flourishing  institution 
of  learning,  founded  by  the  liberality  of  a  son  of 
Middleboro',  Mr.  Enoch  Pratt,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
The  school  building  is  pleasantly  located  near  the 
green  at  Titicut,  in  North  Middleboro'. 

The  High  School. — At  a  town-meeting  holden 
Aug.  G,  1849,  "Voted  to  establish  an  High  School 
as  tlie  law  directs." 

"  Voted  to  choose  a  committee. 


"  Made  choice  of  Richard  Sampson,  Capt.  Joiiathau 
Cobb,  Harrison  Staples,  Arad  Bryant,  and  Zutiu 
Pickens,  and  on  the  1st  of  October,  1840,  it  was  fur- 
ther voted  to  locate  the  High  School  in  the  li\%; 
selectmen's  districts  to  be  kept  alternately  in  each 
district  two  months,  and  that  the  school  committee 
select  the  place  and  district  where  the  school  ii  to 
comiuence,  and  that  the  school  be  commenced  on  or 
before  the  first  Monday  iu  December  next." 

The  selectmeu's  districts  referred  to  were  at  that 
time  as  follows:  Sampson'.-;  district,  EJdyville  dis- 
trict, Fall  Brook,  Titicut,  and  Beach  Woods,  the 
last  named  being  now  in  Lakeville,  ami  the  Titicut 
was  to  include  the  village  known  as  Four  Corner?. 

This  high  school  was  commenced  iu  the  I'^ddyville 
district,  kept  in  the  chapel  at  the  green,  and  taught 
by  Rev.  Ephraiiu  Ward,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  Bniwn 
University,  at  Providence,  R.  1.  lie  continued  to 
teach  the  school  two  months  each  in  lour  ul'  tiie  tivu 
districts  specified,  but  the  last,  kept  near  the  Kock 
station,  was  taught  by  Rev.  Thomas  Symouds.  a  grad- 
uate of  Waterville  College.  This  high  achool  w.i., 
soon  after  discontinued,  and  was  not  revived  or  re- 
established for  the  term  of  about  seventeen  years,  and 
owing,  probably,  mainly  to  the  fact  that.  Ijy  the  set- 
ting off  that  part  now  Lakeville,  this  town  became  mi 
reduced  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  .is  to  be  n.i 
longer  by  law  required  to  support  a  high  school. 


CHAPTER     VIII. 

LAWYERS    ANL>    I'ln^UtANS. 

It  is  not  au  easy  task  always  to  determine  pie- 
cisely  who  were  the  lawyers  of  a  Plymouth  Colony 
town,  nor  did  that  degree  of  obscurity  which  veiled 
this  matter  and  led  to  the  uncertainty  entirely  cease 
when  those  towns  came  to  constitute  parts  of  the 
province  of  the  Blassachusetts  Bay  in  New  ICuglaiid. 
And  there  is  no  disguising  or  mistaking  the  f.ict  tli.it 
in  the  earliest  years  of  the  history  of  Plyinoutli 
Colony  professional  lawyers  were  by  many,  if  not 
indeed  by  most,  of  its  inhabitants  regarded  with  dis- 
trust, which  in  some  instances  amounted  to  a  repug- 
nance, that  caused  lawyers  to  be  characterized  as  even 
worse  than  useless  appendages  to  civilized  society  ; 
iu  short,  mischief-makers,  and  hence  the  general  .--cn- 
timent  of  Old  Colony  communities  doubtless  was 
"  woe  unto  you  lawyers;"  and  a  very  general  belief 
entertained  that  the  greater  the  number  of  the  law- 
yers   in    any    community    the    more    numerous,   a?   a 


1 


HISTORY   OF    MIDDLEBORO'. 


1029 


le<;itiiuace   consequence,    must   be   the    woes    of    its 
people. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1681,  when  Middleboro'  liad 
been  incorporated  as  a  townsliip  twelve  years,  the 
Colonial  Court  enacted  us  follows  : 

•■  Liberty  is  granted  by  this  Court  to  any  person  to 
improve  one  or  two  Attornies  to  help  hint  in  his 
Pleas  provided  tiiey  be  persons  of  good  repute,  and 
such  us  the  Court,  approve,  and  the  said  Attornies 
are  reijuired  to  be  faithful  to  their  Client,  so  also  as 
to  avoid  fraudulent  pleas  that  may  have  a  tendency  to 
mislead  the  Court  or  darken  the  case." 

That  court  at  the  same  session  also  enacted  : 
••  It  is  ordered  by  tills  Court  that  there  shall  not 
be  allowed  above  live  shillings  cost  for  any  attorney 
or  attorueyes  to  any  one  action,  and  where  there 
sliuU  happen  to  be  but  one  attorney  entertained  but 
one  day  in  any  one  action,  then  to  have  two  shillings 
and  sixpence  only  allowed  him  for  costs  therein.' 

Concerning  Middleboro'  lawyers,  it  may  not  here 
and  in  this  connection  be  inappropriate  or  improper 
to  sug^'est  that  Samuel  Prince,  Esq.,  might  have  been 
regarded  as  one  of  these,  but  if  so,  he  was  cue  of  the 
most  high-minded  and  honorable  of  that  profession, 
being  a  well-read,  thorough  scholar,  a  reliable  and 
safe  counselor,  who  had  neither  the  occasion  nor  de- 
sire to  stoop  to  the  deceptive  practices  or  degrading 
arts  of  a  pettifogger.  Of  Mr.  Prince  it  has  been  stated 
that  "  he  lived  in  Sandwich,  then  at  Rochester,  of 
which  he  was  principal  proprietor,  and  was  successively 
representative  of  each  of  these  towns.  He  was  relig- 
ious from  his  youth,  and  much  improved  in  scriptural 
knowledge,  of  a  public  spirit  and  open  heart." 

Mr.  Prince,  with  his  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Governor  Tliomas  Hinkley,  came  to  live  at  Middle- 
boro' in  or  near  the  year  1723,  and  they  here  resided 
with  Rev.  Peter  Thatcher,  who  was  their  son-in-law. 
Mr.  Prince  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
viz.,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  One  of  these 
sons  wa.s  that  eminently  distinguished  chronologist, 
Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  pastor  of  the  old  South  Church, 
in  Boston.  Samuel  Prince,  Esq.,  with  Mercy,  his  wife, 
were  admitted  to  membership  in  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Middleboro",  Oct.  25,  1724.  He 
died  July  3,  1728,  aged  eighty.  Mercy,  the  wife, 
died  April  25,  1736,  aged  seventy-three.  A  news- 
paper, called  the  Ntw  England  Weekly  Journal,  in 
its  bsue  of  July  15,  1728,  said  of  Samuel  Prince, 
Esq.,  of  Middleboro' :  "  He  was  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  five  of  the  Justices  of  the 
county  and  an  ancient  captain  of  the  town  were  bear- 
ers at  his  funeral." 

In  compliance  with   his  espre.ssed  desire  he  was 


buried  under  the  shade  of  two  noble  old  oak-trees 
then  standing  at  the  west  end  of  the  public  cemetery, 
but  the  corpse  was  afterward  disinterred  and  deposited 
in  a  family  tomb,  and  by  the  loss  of  this  justly 
distinguished  man  the  people  of  Middleboro'  were 
brought  in  a  degree  to  realize  those  feelings  of  be- 
reavement of  the  sacred  historian  when  he  wrote, — 
"  And  Jeremiah  lamented  for  Josiah,  and  all  tlie 
aiiir/ing  men  anil  singing  women  spoke  of  Jusiali  in 
iheir  lamentations."  (2  Chronicles  xxxv.  c/iap.  25 
verse.') 

If  Samuel  Prince,  Esq.,  was  the  first,  then  was 
Maj.  Elkanah  Leonard  the  second  counsellor  and 
attorney-at-law  who  located  for  the  practice  of  that 
profession  in  Middleboro',  and  the  former  home  of 
the  latter,  although  iu  his  lifetime  in  Middleboro',  is 
now  in  Lakeville. 

That  ancient  house,  greatly  modernized  in  its  ex- 
ternal appearance,  wherein  Maj.  Elkauah  Leonard 
formerly  resided  is  still  standing  near  the  dam  of  the 
old  forge  and  tack-factory  in  what  is  now  familiarly 
known  as  the  Tack-Factory  Neighborhood  in  Lake- 
ville, but  the  successful  effort  to  keep  that  time-hon- 
ored old  mansion  in  good  repair  has  been  cijually 
successful  iu  divesting  it  of  its  original  luarks  of  honor- 
able old  age,  and  could  the  former  owner  and  occupant 
return  he  would  find  it  difficult  to  recognize  his  ancient 
home,  and  be  forced  to  realize  the  humiliating  assur- 
ance that  upon  the  very  spot  whore  he  so  often  and 
signally  triumphed  he  is  practically,  if  not,  indeed, 
entirely,  forgot. 

Maj.  Elkanah  Leonard  was  a  son  of  Ensign  Elkanah 
Leonard,  of  that  part  of  Middleboro'  now  Lakeville. 
Ensigu  Elkanah  Leonard  was  a  sou  of  Maj.  Thomas 
Leonard,  of  Taunton,  and  born  at  Taunton,  May  15, 
1077,  and  died  in  Middleboro',  Dec.  29,  1714.  Maj. 
Thomas  Leonard  was  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  the  county  of  Bristol  from  17U2  to 
1713.  He  died  Nov.  24,  1713,  aged  nearly  sev- 
enty-three years.  Ensign  Elkanah  Leonard  was  an 
enterprising  and  useful  man  at  Middleboro',  where  he 
was  one  of  the  selectmen  and  a  commissioned  officer 
in  the  local  militia,  but  died  when  only  thirty-seven 
years  of  age.  Of  Maj.  Elkanah  (son  of  Ensign  Elka- 
uah and  grandson  of  Maj.  Thomas)  Leonard,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Fobes  said  that  be  was  "  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished geniuses  of  bis  name  and  day,"  and  another 
authority  stated  that  "  he  practiced  law  in  Middle- 
boro', in  which  place  he  was  the  first  and  ouly  at- 
torney ;"  and  Rev.  Dr.  Fobes  added,  "  He  possessed 
strong  powers  of  investigation,  a  sound  judgment,  and 
an  uncommon  brilliancy  of  wit  ;  and  his  inventive 
powers  were  not  surpassed,  if  equaled,  by  any  of  his 
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time.  His  assistance  iu  the  defense  iu  criminal  pros-  ,  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Wilkes  WooJ,  and  aoon  after 
ecutious  was  luucii  sought  .for,  and  bis  abilities  were  bis  adiuissiun  to  tbe  bar  was  elected  as  a  represeuta- 
uever  more  conspicuous  than  in  these  defenses."  He  tive  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  appointed  clerk  of 
was  several  times  elected  to  represent  tbe  town  of  tbe  county  courts.  In  or  about  1814  he  removed  to 
Middleboro'  in  the  Le<iislalure,  and  in  or  near  1741  ;  A^sonet  villa<;e,  in  Freetown,  where  he  was  made  col- 
was  commissioned  as  major  of  tbe  First  Regiment  of  one]  of  a  regiment,  collector  of  tbe  customs,  member 
Plymouth  County  militia.  |  of  the    Governor's    Council,   and    for   seven    sessions 

During  tbe  latter  part  of  his  life  bis  mind  was  ob-  represented  that  town  iu  the  Genural  Court.  Re- 
scured.  Tradition  says  that  his  insanity  showed  turning  to  Middleboro'  in  1828,  he  was  again  elected 
itself  in  bis  declaration  that  the  world  bad  turned  up-  ;  a  representative,  and  was  for  a  time  eiiu'aged  in  carry- 
side  down,  and  hence  he  insisted  upon  wearing  his  i  ing  ou  tiie  trade  of  a  store  in  a  building  which,  when 
shoes  bottom  side  up.  j  enlarged,  received  tbe  name  by  which  it  is  still  known, 

An  old  brown  stone  bearing  an  inscription  dimmed  ^  of  American  Hall  or  American  IjuilJing. 

by  age  and  partially  obscured   with   moss,  marks  tbe  Hon.  Hercules  Cushman  died  in  18o2. 

grave  of  Maj.  Elkanah  Leonard  in  the  ancient  ceme-  Capt.  Isaac  Stevens  practiced  law  for  a  few  years  at 

tery   of   tbe    Taunton    and   Lakeville   Congregational  ;  Middleboro',  aud  then   removed   to   Athol.      He   was 

Society,    and   which   inscription    few    ever    take    the:  tbe  first  who  held  the  office  of  captain  of  the  ."^liddle- 

pains    to   decipher,   aud  a  still  smaller   number   task  !  boro'  Grenadier  Company.      He  w;ls  a   representative 

their   minds  to   remember,  but  as   tbe   writer  hereof     to  the  General  Court  from  Jliddleboro  . 

has  both  deciphered  and  copied,  he  now  presents   tbe  Gen.    Kliab    Ward   was    a    son    of   Gen.    Ephraim 

same, —  I  Ward,  aud  born  at  Carver,  July  1,   ISUa,  and  while 

"Hou.  Klkanali  LnoiuirJ,  Esq.  !  but  a  young  child  his  lather  purchased  alarm  in  that 

'^"^'^  part    of    Middleboro'     now    Lakeville,    whereon    tbe 
July  24tli,  1777,  iii  the  ~Hh  year  •  i    i  •     c       -i      i  ^  i    ,  i 

,  ,  .  „  parent  with  liia  family  located,  and   here  the   years  or 

uf  ni3  :ige.  ^  -^  '  -^ 

the  sou's  minority  were  passed,  enjoying  the  privi- 
From  the  most  reliable  evidence  now  attainable,  tbe  leges  of  the  common  schools  iu  Middleboro',  together 
mind  of  Maj.  Elkanah  Leonard  appears  to  have  be-  with  those  of  Peirce  Academy,  thus  titting  for  col- 
come  weakened  and  his  intellect  beclouded  at  least  lege,  and  graduating  at  Amherst  in  ISol.  llestuilied 
thirty  years  before  his  death,  and  if  so,  Middleboro'  law  with  Hon.  Jacob  H.  Loud,  at  Plymouth,  and  was 
did  not  have  resident  lawyers  for  some  forty-five  or  !  admitted  to  tbe  bar  in  1S31J,  and  in  June  of  that 
fifty  years.  I  year  located  iu  Middleboro'  for  practice. 

Hon.  Wilkes  Wood  commenced  tbe  practice  of  law  '  His  first  commission  was  tliat  of  aide-de-camp  to 
at  Middleboro'  about  the  beginning  of  tbe  present  |  his  father,  who  was  then  brigadier-iicneral  of  tbe 
cenlury,  and  was  made  judge  of  tbe  Probate  Court.  '•  Plymouth  County  Brigade.  That  commission  cou- 
His  personal  history  will  doubtless  receive  a  proper  '  ferred  tbe  rank  of  a  captain,  and  bore  date  of  Dec. 
notice  from  an  abler  pen   than   mine  in   the  chapter  :  'J,  18:^8. 

entitled  Bench  and  Bar,  as  will  also  the  biography  I  He  was  reappointed  to  the  same  position  upon  tbe 
of  Zachariab  Eddy,  Esq.,  and  Hon.  William  H;  1  staff  of  Brig.-Gen.  Henry  Dunham,  of  Abington,  Sept. 
Wood.  I   14,  1842,  promoted  to  lieutenant-coloeiel  of  the  Third 

James  Washburn,  Esq.,  of  that  part  of  Middle-  :  Regiment  of  Light  Infantry  Sept.  15,  1843,  colonel 
boro'  that  became  Lakeville,  practiced  law  for  a  time  July  10,  1844,  and  brigadier-general  of  the  Second 
in  tbe  place  of  bis  nativity,  acquiring  considerable  :  Brigade  in  the  First  Division  of  Massachusetts  Vol- 
celebrity  as  a  counselor  and  advocate,  but  be  finally  unteer  Militia  April  8,  1850,  which  last  position 
removed  to  and  continued  bis  practice  in  New  Bed-  named  he  held  until  Oct.  9,  1855. 
ford,  which  he  represented  for  several  sessions  in  tbe  Gen.  Eliab  Ward  has  ever  been  a  reliable  and  con- 

State  Legislature.  He  was  the  first  or  earliest  who  |  sistent  Democrat,  and  while  that  party  was  in  the 
held  tbe  office  of  postmaster  in  Middleboro'.     He  was  i  political  ascendant  in  Middleboro'  he  received  olt-ie- 


a  son  of  Capt.  Amos  Washburn,  aud  born  in  or  near 
the  year  1767,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1815.  His  grave 
is  in  Lakeville,  and  the  spot  is  marked  by  a  stone 
bearing  an  inscription. 

Hon.  Hercules  Cushman  was  for  a  time  tbe  prin- 
cipal  or  preceptor  of  Peirce  Academy.      He  studied 


peated  assurances  of  its  respect  and  confidence,  being 
as  he  was  elected  to  represent  that  town  in  the  State 
Legislature  for  the  sessions  of  1838  and  1830,  and 
again  in  1842,  and  the  nest  year  he  was  elected  to  a 
seat  in  the  State  Senate,  and  sent  again  to  the  House 
in  1852. 
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Hon.   Francis  M.   Vaughan  was  born  March  30,  ! 
183G,  and  attended  the  comuioii  schools  of  Middle- 
boro',  beiiij;  fitted  for  college  at  Puirce  Academy.  I 

He  entered  Brown  University  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  1 
in  1857,  where  he  remained  as  a  student  two  years,  i 
and  llioii  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  | 
Hon.  William  H.  Wood,  at  Middleboro',  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Boston  in  1S61,  and  in  187-i  j 
was  appointed  judge  of  the  Fourth  District  Court  in  '. 
the  county  of  Plymouth,  which  position  he  still  con- 
tinues to  hold.  I 

Physicians. — A  noted  jurist  who  died  a  few  years  | 
since  is  said  to  have  studied  all  three  of  the  so-called  I 
learned  professions.  He  first  studied  divinity,  and  | 
tried  to  preach,  but  soon  finding  that  people  generally 
cared  less  for  their  souls  than  for  their  bodies,  gave  up 
preaching  and  prepared  himself  for  the  practice  of 
medicine,  when  he  further  learned  that  fallen  man 
cared  even  more  for  gratifying  his  own  stubborn  will 
than  for  the  saving  of  both  soul  and  body,  and  so  he 
abandoned  practicing  medicine  and  applied  himself  to 
the  practice  of  law,  where  he  was  never  in  want  of 
customers  or  employment,  and  thus  were  his  labors 
crowned  with  eminent  success.  The  early  New  Eng- 
land clergy  were  in  numerous  instances  also  the  physi- 
cians of  their  parishioners,  and  such  may  in  some 
degree  have  been  the  case  in  Middleboro',  aa  we  learn 
that  no  sooner  had  the  Rev.  Thomas  Palmer,  the  second 
minister,  been  deposed  from  his  ministerial  office  and 
ejected  from  the  pulpit  than  he,  without  delay,  turned 
his  attention  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  for  those 
who  distrusted  his  piety  were  glad  to  get  his  pills, 
and  such  as  had  no  confidence  in  his  ability  to  lead 
them  to  heaven  did  trust  him  to  restore  them  to  health, 
and  we  deem  it  therefore  quite  safe  to  conclude  that 
Thomas  Palmer  was  the  first  or  earliest  person  located 
at  Middleboro'  who  devoted  his  whole  time  to  the 
alleviation  of  the  woes  that  human  flesh  is  heir  to, 
and  shall  therefore  consider  him  the  first  doctor.  An 
aged  lady  handed  down  the  following  traditional 
anecdote : 

"  Mr.  Palmer  after  his  deposition  practiced  physic, 
but  kept  no  horse." 

His  patients  had  to  furnish  him,  and  when  one 
day  he  returned  from  the  West  Precinct'  on  his 
patient's  horse,  that  the  animal  might  not  be  im- 
pounded on  its  way  back  he  tied  up  the  bridle,  with 
these  lines  attached  : 

'*Doo't  take  me  up,  but  let  me  pass, 
For  I'm  my  muater'a  faithful  uss  ; 
ile,  DucLor  Paluiur,  lent  lue, 


'  The  West  Precinct  wus  what  is  now  Lakeville,  with  a  part 
of  East  Tauntoo. 


Who  rode  me  to  hia  house 
And  gave  me  a  pultle  of  oat:s, 
And  liume  agaid  has  sent  me." 

Dr.  Palmer's  remains  were  interred  in  the  parish 
burial-ground,  and  grave  marked  by  a  stone  bearing 
this  inscription  : 

"  Dr.  Thomas  Palmer, 

who  died  Juno  17,  ITJ^l, 

aged  70." 

Another  stone  bearing  the  same  inscription,  to 
which  Was  also  added  the  following  stanza,  was  laid 
upon  the  cemetery  wall  not  far  from  this  grave  : 

"All  ye  that  pass  along  this  way 
Kemenibcr  still  yuur  dying  day. 
Here's  human  bodies  out  of  sight, 

Whose  soula  to  have  took  their  Higbt, 

And  shall  again  united  be 
In  their  doomed  eternity." 

The  reasonable  explanation  is  that  the  stanza  was 
distasteful  to  the  family  and  friends  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Palmer,  and  another  stone  prepared  to  take  the  place 
of  that  one,  which  it  appears  was  then  made  to 
form  a  part  of  the  cemetery  wall. 

Peter  Oliver,  Jr.,  a  son  of  the  chief  justice,  Peter 
Oliver,  settled  for  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Middle- 
boro', about  twenty-one  years  after  the  death  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Palmer.  Dr.  Peter  Oliver,  Jr.,  married 
Sarah  Hutchinson,  a  daughter  of  Governor  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  who  was  so  much  distinguished  as  a 
historian  and  loyalist. 

lu  a  work  recently  published  under  the  title  of 
"  Diary  and  Letters  of  His  Excellency  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  Esq.,"  we  find  upon  pages  03  and  G9 
the  following  extracts  from  a  diary  kept  by  Dr.  Peter 
Oliver,  Jr. : 

"Peter  Oliver,  3d  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Clark)  Oliver, 
was  burn  in  Boston,  Massachusetts  Bay,  June  17,  1741,  0.  S. 
From  this  time  till  1750  be  was  back  and  forwards  from  Boston 
to  Middleborough,  his  father  moving  to  Middleborougli,  in  the 
counly  of  Plymouth,  in  the  year  1744. 

"July  the  Ist  he  went  to  the  school  in  Newark,  Now  Jersies, 
about  2U0  miles  from  his  father,  with  a  very  heavy  heart.  How- 
ever, lived  in  Mr.  Burr's  family,  one  of  the  best  in  the  country. 

"  He  staid  at  school  under  Mr.  Odell,  the  Master,  till  the  1st 
of  October,  only  when  the  whole  college  was  moved  to  Prince- 
town. 

"The  autumn  of  1756  I  studied  under  a  new  schoolninster,  a 
Mr.  Smith,  &  lived  &  studied  with  him  till  Septr.  30,  1757, 
when  Mr.  Burr,  the  President,  died  of  a  fever. 

"  I  come  first  to  Brunswick  i  took  pas^age  in  a  schooner, 
Capt.  Gibba,  for  Rhode  Island;  was  about  U  days  in  my  pas- 
sage thither  ;  exceedingly  sea-sick. 

"  Abt.  the  1st  week  in  Oct.  I  got  homo  to  Middleborough. 

"In  Novr.,  about  the  2d  week,  I  went  to  liofcton  with  my 
father  &  mother,  lodged  at  Milton  at  (1.  Hutchinson's,  who  was 
then  only  Mr.  Hutchinson,  or,  perhaps,  Lieutenant-Uovr. 

"  I  remember  it  was  of  a  Saturday  evg.  i.  the  lat  time  I 
ever  saw  his  eldest  daughter,  Sally,  who  was  afterwarda  my 
wife. 
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"  I  weut  to  oieeting  the  next  day  with  the  family.  I 

**  In  tliid  month  I  wiui  cxuniiiieJ  at   Harvard  Culloj^i:,  Cam-   i 
brid^u,  &  wai  udruitted   into  the  Frcbhmcn'i  clasd   undgr   Mr. 
Handcock,  the  tutor,  uiy  cider  brother,   Daniel,   being   then   a   [ 
Senior  Sophiater.  i 

'*  In  July    my   brother   took    liid    ilcgre-o    of  U.A.    and   wont   I 
home.  1 

"  Nothing  very  particular  while  at  College,  only  I  ;pent  moat  i 
of  my  time  very  agreeably,  beeame  uiuch  acquainted  with  Mr.  , 
Hutchin:^on'd  family  (Elidha  and  I  living  together  thu  greater  i 
part  of  my  last  two  years),  S.  especially  with  Sally.  She  had  a 
very  agreeable  way  in  her  behavior  which  I  remember  pleaded 
me  beyond  any  other  of  luy  female  aeiiuaint",  though  I  had  not  , 
the  least  thouglit  uf  any  connection  with  her.  ! 

**  While  I  waa  at  collego  I  lost  a  favorite  uncle,  Clarke,  who 
was  a  physician  in  Boston,  &  likeuise  aome  cousins. 

"  In  July,  17G1,  I  took  my  Dcg«  of  li.A. 

''In  Aug'  21,  follows,  I  went  to  live  at  Scituate  with  D*" 
Stockbridgc  as  an  apprentice. 

*'  Here  I  enjoyed  a  many  happy  A  more  happier  Hour  than  I 
ever  experienced  in  my  life  before, 

'*  I  had  no  care  or  trouble  on  my  mind,  lived  euay,  db  became 
ac([uainted  with  an  agreeable  young  lady  in  the  Deighborhood, 
but  only  on  a  friendly  footing.  I 

"  In  March  21,  1764,  I  left  D"^  Stockbridge's  and  went  to  Bos- 
ton to  reside  at  the  Castle,  to  understand  thu  natureof  the  small 
pox,  under  D'  Gelston. 

**  I  staid  there  till  the  hut  of  Ap'  foilow«,  when  I  cleared  out, 
as  tliey  term  it;   went  to  Middleborough  in   May;   and  in  June   | 
set  up  for  myself  in  the  practice  uf  physic  amidst  many  dilH-   | 
culties  ti:  obstructions. 

*'  My  fatlier  built  me  a  small  shop  near  his  house.  I  gradu- 
ally got  a  littlu  business  but  poor  pay. 

"  In  June,  17G3,  first  pay'**  my  aildresses  to  Miss  S.  H.,  and 
obtained  leave  of  her  father  in  Aug'  follow*,  being  just  before 
his  House  WU8  tore  down,  ho  losing  every  thing  ho  had  in  his 
House;  bis  Daughters  &,  rest  of  the  family  likewise  shared  the 
same  fate. 

*'  I  went  down  in  a  fow  days  after  to  see  the  family  ;  found 
Mia^i  S.  H.  most  terribly  worried  and  distrest. 

'*  I  found  that  courtship  was  the  most  pleasant  part  of  my 
life  hitherto;  the  family  were  very  agreeable." 

Dr.  Peter  Oliver,  Jr.,  in  this  diary,  notices  the  fact 
tliut  his  father  had  built  for  him  a  small  shop,  that 
doubtless  was  an  apothecary  shop,  and  to  this  a  tra- 
dition adds  that  the  father  also  caused  to  be  erected 
for  the  son  that  house  recently  occupied  by  the  late 
Capt.  Earl  Sproat. 

Under  date  of  June   1,  1774,   Dr.  Peter,  Jr.,  en-  I 
tered   in   his   diary,  *'  The   Gov',  Ellbha,  and  Peggy 
sailed  for  England  just  as  the  Mandamus  Counsellors  ' 
were   ordered   to  take  their  oatha  by   G.  Gage,  who 
succeeded  the  Gov'  H,      Nothing  but  mobs  and  riots 
all  this  summer."  I 

Dr.  Oliver  penned  a  letter  thac  lie  seemed  to  have 
kept  open  and  adding  to  as  matti;rs  of  note  occurred, 
and  is  as  follows ; 

"  MiDDLEtlOltOUCII,  Aug,  11,  1774. 

'•  Sir, — We  have  just  heard  of  the  arrivul  of  the  Acta  of  Par- 
liament by  a  Man-of-\Var,  last  Saturday  or  Sunday. 

"Tuesday  the  General  sent  an  express  to  the  Judge,  Col. 
Watson,   Daniul   Leonard,   Col.   Eden  [doubtless   should   have 


been  Edson],  N.  Ray  Thomas,  and  a  number  of  others  in  the 
Province,  as  wu  imagine,  as  His  Majesty's  Council  upon  the 
now  E:jtabliahment.  Col.  Watson  says  ho  bids  farewell  to  all 
peace  and  comfort  in  this  world.  I  never  sec  him  so  uiieusy  in 
my  lifo. 

"  Ho  will  refuse,  and  if  ho  does  he  will  do  the  Torie.-^  more 
dishonor  than  ever  he  did  them  good. 

"There  are  numbers  in  the  Province  that  awear  they  will 
never  consent  to  this  new  plan. 

"  By  next  fall,  the  hist  of  October,  the  whole  matter  will  be 
decided. 

"  Aiij.  2;J. — Well,  Col.  Wiitson  is  sworn  in  to  be  one  of  His 
Majesties  Council  ;  he  has  got  home  ;  they  left  the  Meeting  to 
the  number  of  40. 

"The  fir^t  Sunday  they  passed  him  in  the  street  without  no- 
ticing bim  which  occasions  bim  to,  to  be  very  uneasy. 

"  Some  of  our  pupies  in  town  are  coming  to  wait  on  the  judge 
(Peter  Oliver,  Sen). 

"You  will  bear  more  of  it  by  the  time  yuu  finish  ihis  letter. 

**  Sept^  2. — li  men  deputed  from  40  Middlebg.  brutes  came  to 
the  Judges  house  the  24'^  to  know  ab^  these  ditticulttes,  and  they 
went  away  as  dissatislied  as  they  came. 

"Col.  Rugglcs,  Murry,  Willard  and  some  others  are  obliged 
to  retire  to  Boston  to  get  rid  of  the  mob. 

"  The  Judge  is  now  in  Boston. 

"  We  have  been  threatened  and  whether  we  shan't  be  mobbed 
is  uncertain. 

"  I  dread  to  think  of  the  conseC{uenees  Cliiit  uiiisC  follow  our 
behavior  here  whether  ever  so  mild  matters  aie  struck  upon  by 
the  ministry. 

"  If  the  ministry  give  way  to  us  we  are  an  undone  people; 
and  if  they  set  out  to  punish  us  according  as  wu  deserve  it 
there  will  be  bloodshed  enough  before  they  can  reduce  us. 

"The  Middleborough  people,  and  indeed  the  Pruviuce  in 
general,  declare  solemnly  never  to  submit  to  this  new  plan  of 
government. 

"  I  wish  I  was  safe  with  my  family  out  of  the  reach  uf  threats 
and  insults. 

"  I  never  knew  what  mobbing  was  before.  I  am  si«--U  uni>ugli 
of  confusion  and  uproar.  I  long  for  un  asylum, — some  lile^^ed 
place  of  refuge. 

"Sept.  10. — The  Judge  is  in  lioston  yet  for  safety,  and  will 
be  this  one  while. 

"  You  have  no  idea  of  the  confusion  we  are  in  ab^  tlie  Coun- 
sell  and  new  mode  of  government. 

''Sept.  14. — To-day  I  was  visited  by  nboutoU  Middlcbuiough 
Puppies,  who  obliged  me  to  sign  their  .\rticles. 

"They  proceeded  and  increased  their  nuiuber  to  SU,  and  at- 
tuck'd  M""  Silas  Wood,  carried  him  oH",  ami  threatened  his  life 
if  he  would  not  sign  their  paper  to  stand  by  the  Old  Clmrter, 
and  give  up  tlie  Protest  he  had  then  in  his  pocket. 

"lie  linally  yielded.  The  next  day  they  visited  ab"-  10  ur  12 
people  who  are  called  Tories,  and  made  them  resign  to  their  un- 
warrantable demands." 

This  letter  as  also  the  diary  that  precedes  it  luis 
been  copied  from  that  very  interesting  and  valuable 
historic  production  abounding  in  local  facta  and  un- 
titled "  Diary  and  Letters  of  His  Excellency  Thomas 
liutehinson,  Esq." 

Id  may  be  said,  and  that  truly,  thi^  matter  funiis  no 
part  of  the  professional  history  of  Middleboro*,  but 
it  forms  a  very  important  part  of  the  Revolutionary 
history  of  this  town,  and  a  part  in  which   Dr.  Peter 
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Oliver  acted  in  so  conspicuously,  thut  it  justly  and 
properly  constitutes  a  portion  of  his  biograpiiy,  which 
is  the  writer's  excuse  for  presenting  the  same  here. 
Few  readers  of  the  present  day  get  an  opportunity 
to  read  wore  than  one  side  of  the  story  of  our  Revo- 
lutionary conflict,  and  that  is  the  patriot  or  Whig 
side.  There  was  another  side  to  this  question  that 
caused  a  resort  to  arms,  and  was  then  decided  in 
bluod,  and  that  was  the  Loyalist  or  Tory  side,  from 
which  stand-point  Dr.  Peter  Oliver,  Jr.,  viewed  and 
re'.;ardeJ  the  matter. 


CHAPTER    IX. 

MISCELLANEOUS    HISTORY. 

May  Flower  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. — This  Masonic  lodge  was  instituted  in 
March,  1S64. 

The  names  of  the  Masters  with  their  several  terms 
of  service  iu  that  office  have  been  as  follows:  John 
Shaw,  Jr.,  1864  and  1865  ;  Benjamin  F.  Tripp,  186G 
and  1867;  Andrew  B.  Bosworth,  1868,  1869,  1870, 
and  1871;  Charles  H.  Carpenter,  1872;  Reland  F. 
Barrow.s,  1873;  Francis  R.  Eaton,  1874  and  1875; 
Warren  H.  Southworth,  1876  and  1877  ;  James  M. 
Coombs,  1878  and  1879  ;  Charles  L.  Staikey,  1880; 
Charles  W.  Drake,  1881  and  1882  ;  Otis  L.  Burden, 
1883. 

The  present  membership,  with  the  dates  of  admis- 
sion : 

1865.  John  Shaw,  Jr.,  Charles  H.  Carpenter,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Tripp,  Stillman  B.  Pratt,  Andrew  B.  Bos- 
worth, Henry  H.  Shaw,  Southworth  Loring,  Arnold 
B.  Sanfurd,  James  H.  Harlow,  Ivory  H.  Harlow,  Re- 
land  F.  Barrows,  Levi  H.  Haskins,  Joseph  S.  Barden, 
Charles  F.  Cornish,  Charles  E.  Leonard,  John  A. 
Sanford,  Warren  H.  Southworth,  Solomon  H.  Sylves- 
ter, Henry  L.  Williams,  Samuel  Cushman,  Josiah  B. 
Bump,  Hartley  A.  Sparrow,  John  M.  Soule,  Francis  R. 
Eaton,  Elbridge  H.  Macomber,  Frederick  T.  Belcher. 

1866.  George  L.  Soule,  Nathaniel  F.  Ryder,  Henry 
F.  Cornish,  Wilkes  W.  Pickens. 

1867.  Lemuel  W.  Gay,  Benjamin  Richmond,  Ele- 
azer  Thomas,  Nahuiu  W.  Keith,  Sylvanus  Mendall. 

1868.  Frederick  N.  Bassett,  Herbert  F.  Washburn, 
Amos  B.  Paun. 

1869.  W.  J.  Westgate,  Edward  Bryant,  Cornelius 
S.  Jackson,  John  Elliot,  Thomas  C.  Collins,  Charles 
L.  Starkey,  James  Cole,  Jr. 

1870.  George  Thomas,  John  H.  Paun,  Jeremiah 
Doane,  Ebenezer  W.  Peirce,  James  F.  Roberts. 


1871.  George    C.  Richards,    Joseph    E.    Burden, 
!  Dester  Phillips. 
'       1872.  Shubael  P.  Edwards,  Everett  T.  Lincoln. 

1873.  Rufus  L.  Richards,  Abner  L.  Westgate, 
Alviii  Pease,  George  M.  Parks,  Benjamin  W.  Bump, 
Cornelius  H.  Leonard. 

1874.  Ezra  A.  Harlow,  Warren  S.  Ellis,  Samuel 
J.  Howes,  Wilkes  H.  F.  Pettee,  Abbott  L.  Cliilds, 
William  0.  Penniman,  Charles  W.  Drake,  Elishu  W. 
Richmond,  Thacher  B.  Lucas. 

1875.  Henry  G.  Smith,  Robert  S.  Adams,  John 
N.  Holmes,  Charles  W.  Soule,  Henry  J.  Hackett, 
George  W.  Lovell,  Benjamin  Folger. 

1876.  Albert  T.  Savery,  Edwin  F.  Peirce,  Nelson 
C.  White,  Amos  H.  Eaton. 

1877.  Homer  B.  Caswell,  Otis  L.  Barden,  Lewis 
W.  Bartlett. 

1878.  Cornelius  C.  Briggs,  James  H.  Weston, 
Arad  R.  Dunham,  Eugene  H.  Sampson. 

1879.  Alexander  H.  Cushman,  Thomas  Bartlett. 

1880.  Jared  F.  Alden,  Herbert  L.  Cushman, 
George  E.  Doane,  William  C.  Holbrook. 

1881.  Henry  C.  Keith,  James  H.  Willoughby, 
John  C.  Sullivan,  Joseph  E.  Cross,  E.  0.  Parker. 

1882.  Arlon  R.  Dustin,  Henry  H.  Bennett. 
Names   of  deceased    members,    with    the    dates  at 

which  they  were  admitted  to  this  lodge  : 

1865.  Andrew  M.Eaton,  Lucian  Wilbur,  Lorenzo 
R.  Swift,  Lothrop  Shurtleff,  Josiah  C.  Cushiug. 

1866.  George  H.  Doane,  Benjamin  F.  Eldridge. 
1868.  Freeman  Ryder. 

1870.  Isaac  Hathaway. 

1871.  Stephen  Thomas. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


HON.    PETER    U.    PEIRCE. 

Hon.  Peter  H.  Peirce  was  the  youngest  of  the 
numerous  children  of  Capt.  Job  Peirce  and  wife, 
Elizabeth  Rounseville,  and  born  in  that  part  of 
Middleboro'  now  Lakeville,  March  25,  1788. 

Precociousness  has  usually  been  considered  a  bad 
sign,  and  that  those  who  have  been  wise  above  their 
early  years  proved  correspondingly  weak  or  wanting 
at  maturity  is  undeniably  true  in  very  many  instances, 
and  perhaps  furnishes  the  rule  rather  than  the  excep- 
tion, and  yet,  in  the  greatest,  wisest,  and  best  of  men, 
precociousness  has  been  their  bow  of  promise  and 
harbinger  of  highest  hope. 
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It  is  proverbially  true  tbiic  the  bi)y  is  father  to  the  \ 
mail,  and  tiius  in  this  case  tlie  .sequel  proved,  for  those 
remarkable  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  through  life  I 
sinnally  distinguished  Hon.  Peter  H.  Peirce,  and  made 
liim  the   man  of  mark   that  he  was,  were  so  well  de- 
fined as  inherent  po.ssessions.  and  the    results   came 
forth  so  spontaneously,  that  several  years  before  he 
attained  to  his  majority  he  had  built  up  for  himself  and  ! 
became  the  master  of  a  permanent,  well-conducted,  sue-  i 
eessful,  and  very  lucrative  busines.s  in  his  native  town, 
and  which   as  a  merchant  caused   him  to  rank  alnoll^  I 
the  first  ill  the  soulhem  parts  of  Massachusetts,  where 
lie  had  few  equals  and  certainly  no  superiors,  and  the  I 
one  great   mistake  of  his  life  now  clearly  appears  to  i 
have  been   that  instead  of  remaininp;  in  Middleboro' 
he  had   uot  sought  ample  scope  for  the  development 
of  his  mercantile   ability  In  a  much  larger,  broader, 
and  far  more  extended  field  of  action. 

His  political  influeuce  at  home  was  UDequaled  at 
the  time,  had  never  by  any  other  resident  of  Middle- 
boro' been  attained  to  before,  nor  lias  it  been  equaled 
since  ;  and  this  he  enjoyed  for  some  forty  years,  during 
all  of  which  he  was  more  of  a  patriot  than  politician, 
ever  ready  to  practice  self-sacrifice  for  the  attainment 
of  a  good  principle,  and  never  seeking  the  pomp  of 
power,  or  desiring  the  spoils  of  otBcc. 

In  dispensing  benefits  to  benevolent  and  reforma- 
tory objects  he  was  ever  very  liberal,  but  so  regulated 
his  charitable  bestowinents  that  the  right  hand  might 
not  know  the  act  of  the  left,  ever  seemingly  thoroughly 
realizing  that 

'•  Vfho  builds  tur  God  and  not  for  fame, 
Will  nev'ci-  marli  the  uiuible  with  his  oatuu." 

lie  was  never  an  office-seeker,  although  his  power 
to  obtain  office  was  almost  unbounded,  and  hence  he 
held  few  offices,  and  tlie.se  were  at  tiiit  in  the  militia, 
when  ease  and  pleasure  were  for  the  time  supplanted 
by  fatigue  and  danger.  He  led  a  company  of  the 
coast  guard  in  active  service  in  the  last  war  with  Eng- 
land, and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  the  office  of 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  infantry 
in  Plymouth  Couuty  Brigatle,  from  which  circum- 
stance was  derived  the  familiar  appellation  of  Col. 
Peirce,  by  which  he  was  generally  known. 

He  was  several  limes  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Senate,  where  the  committee  upon  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  serve  shows  that  his  ability  was  recognized 
and  respected,  and  in  which  body  he  made  for  him- 
self an  honorable  record.  His  death  occurred  upon 
the  27th  of  January,  1861,  leaving  a  wife  and  eight 
children  to  emulate  his  virtues  and  mourn  his  loss. 


ISAAC    PRATT. 

Isaac  Pratt  was  born  March  G,  177G,  in  North 
Middleboro',  Mass.,  Titicut  Parish.  North  Middle- 
boro' and  a  part  of  Bridgewatcr  were  incorporated 
into  a  precinct  called  Titicut  in  honor  of  a  tribe  of 
Indians  who  had  inhabited  that  locality. 

He  was  descendant  from  Phineas  Pratt  (seventh 
generation),  who  came  over  in  lG2o,  either  iu  the 
third  ship  "  Ann"  or  in  the  '•  Swallow."  He  died  at 
Charlestown,  April  9,  IGSO,  at  the  age  of  eighty-sevuii 
years. 

Phineas  had  a  son  Joseph,  and  he  a  Joseph  (_'2dj, 
and  he  a  son  Benjamin,  and  he  a  Benjamin  ("id),  and 
Benjamin  (2d)  had  a  son,  Williuni,  who  was  the 
father  of  Isaac.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  m.inied  Mary 
King,  of  Raynham.  He  lived  and  died  in  North 
Middleboro'.  He  had  one  daughter  and  seven  .sons, 
viz.,  Calvin,  born  in  1774;  Isaac,  in  177G  ;  Sally,  iu 
1778;  Enoch,  in  1781  ,'  Givenleaf,  in  17S:-i ;  Benja- 
min, iu  1785;  William,  in  17SS;  Zelmlon  K.,  iu 
1791. 

"  Whether  descendants  from  Rystoii  Hall  or  of 
Cabra  Castle,  the  Pratts  have  been  of  eoiisideralion  in 
different  parts  of  England  and  Ireland,"  .-ays  Burke, 
"  from  a  remote  period,  some  of  knightly  degree  and 
baronets."^  It  may  be  added  that  tiny  have  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  highest  places  in  all  the 
professions,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  but  in  the 
United  States.  Benjamin  Pratt  was  born  in  Boston  in 
1709,  and  died  iu  1763.  He  was  a  gradii.ite  of  Har- 
vard University  (1737);  he  represented  Buston  in 
the  Legislature  in  1757-59,  and  subsequently  bec.ime 
chief  justice  of  New  York.  Charles  Pratt  (Lord 
Camden)  was  made  Chief  Justice  and  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  England,  and  who,  during  the  American 
Revolution,  made  himself  illustrious  for  all  time. 
The  comprehensive  heraldic  motto  of  his  lord.shij) — 
Judicium,  parium  out  lex  terrse. — ("  the  judgment  of 
our  peers  or  the  law  of  the  laud")  would  not  be  an  in- 
appropriate motto  of  all  who  bear  the  name  of  Pratt. 

Isaac  Pratt  married  Naomi  Keith,  a  most  estimable 
lady.  May  19,  1804.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah Keith,  of  Bridgewatcr,  a  descendant  from  Rev. 
James  Keith,  who  came  to  Mas.sachusetts  from  Scot- 
land iu  the  year  1662,  and  was  the  first  settled  min- 


^  Enoch  \vu8  a  graduate  of  Bruwn  irnivei'sity  in  ISO;!,  and 
became  a  cler;;yuian.  Ho  \vii3  settled  at  Weal  Uarnstable, 
Mass.,  in  1SU7,  and  resigned  his  position  in  ls:{j.  He  died  iu 
IStiO.  He  was  the  author  of  tlie  "  Cuiu|irehensive  History, 
Ecclesiastical  and  Civil,  of  Easthuui,  \Velltlcet,  and  Orleans" 
(I  vol.  8vo),  said  to  be  a  faithful  record  of  their  orij^in  and 
progress. 

^  l^urke's  "  Landed  Gentry." 
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ister  iu  West  Biidgewater.  Their  children  were  three 
daughtei-s  and  five  sons,  viz.,  Jane  Gurney,  born 
March  IG,  1805,  and  was  married  to  George  L. 
Oakcs;  Enoch,  Sept.  10,  1808;  Susannali  Keitli, 
Jan.  15,  1811,  and  was  married  to  Joshua  B.  Tubey, 
of  Wareiiam,  October,  1835;  Isaac,  Jr.,  June  27, 
1314  ;  Jeremiali  Keitli,  born  Jan.  23,  1817,  and  died 
Feb.  2(1,  1823;  David  Gurney,  born  Dec.  19,  1819, 
and  died  Nov.  23,  1848  ;  Nathan  F.  C,  born  July 
28,  1822,  and  died  Dec.  22.  1877  ;  Mary  Field,  born 
Oct.  18,  1827,  and  died  Jan.  1,  1829. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  educated  at  the  common  .school, 
which  at  his  period  was  limited  to  two  or  three 
months  of  the  year.  Most  of  his  life  was  spent  upon 
the  farm,  in  connection  with  a  saw-mill  and  a  country 
store.  The  more  active  part  of  his  life,  however,  was 
given  to  the  manufacture  of  nails,  which  he  made  a 
branch  of  his  business.  Id  1818,  or  before,  his 
nephew,  Jarud  Pratt,  was  made  a  partner,  and  the 
business  was  conducted  under  the  firm  of  I.  &  J. 
Pratt. 

They  purchased  the  Swedish  and  Russia  iron  which 
was  reduced  to  nail-rods,  and  these  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  resident  farmers,  when  not  otherwise 
employed,  to  be  hatuuiered  into  nails.  This  was  made 
quite  a  profitable  industry. 

About  the  year  1816,  Jesse  Reed  invented,  or  per- 
fected, a  machine  that  would  cut  and  head  nails  from 
plates  at  one  operation.  After  many  expensive  fail- 
ures of  attempted  nail-uiachiues,  this  proved  a  success. 
Mitchell,  in  his  "  History  of  Bridgewater,"  says, 
"The  first  nails  manufactured  by  machinery  in  the 
United  States  were  made  here ;  probably  the  first  nail 
completely  cut  and  headed  by  machinery  at  one  opera- 
tion in  the  world  was  made  in  E;ist  Bridgewater  by 
the  late  Samuel  Rogers."  ' 

III  1821  or  1822,  Jonathan  Crane  and  Charles 
Wilbur  were  made  partners,  and  the  firm  was  altered 
to  I.  (fc  J.  Pratt  &  Co. '  They  purchased  the  right  to 
use  the  Reed  nail-machine,  gave  up  their  store  and 
business  iu  North  Middleboro',  and  removed  to  Ware- 
ham,  Mas.s.  Here  they  erected  a  rolling-mill  and 
nail  factory,  now  known  as  the  "  Parker  Mills." 
They  were  among  the  first  to  undertake  this  business 
on  a  large  scale. 

In  1829  they  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation 
under  tlie  name  of  "  The  Wareham  Iron  Company," 
with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  Jared  Pratt  was  made 
treasurer,  though  the  business  of  the  company  was 
conducted  under  the  direction  of  the  firm. 

Id  1834  the  copartnership  was  dissolved,  and  the 

'"History  of  the  early  Settlement  of  Bridgewnter,"  by 
Nahuin  Mitchell,  p.  69. 


subject  of  this  sketch  returned  to  his  favorite  and  well- 
cultivated  farm  in  North  Middleboro',  where  he  died 
Dec.  3,  18G4. 

It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  peculiar  and  sterling 
elements  of  Mr.  Pratt's  character.  He  was  emi- 
nently a  practical  man.  In  his  transactions  and  inter- 
course with  others  he  had  no  occasion  fur  troublesome 
disguises  or  indirect  methods.  His  miud  and  hand 
were  as  open  as  day  for  action,  whether  in  business 
or  charity.  He  was  quick  to  speak,  and  with  a  ready 
good-natured  wit  was  always  prepared  to  redeem  in 
practice  what  he  professed  in  words.  Of  liim,  it  may 
be  said  more  than  of  any  other  man,  that  he  was  the 
founder  of  the  industrial  pro.sperity  of  Wareham. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  a  truthful  obituary  was 
published  in  the  Boston  Evening  Traveller,  which  we 
quote  as  due  to  his  memory : 

"  Oar  readers  id  Plyinoutb  County  will  read  with  regret  the 
unnouQceuvnt  of  the  decease  of  Isaac  Pratt,  of  NortU  Middle- 
boro', who  died  at  the  advanced  ugc  of  ci;^lity-iiiue  years. 
.  .  .  He  was   industrious,  frugal,  and  unostentatious  ;   benov- 

I  olcnt  and  hospitable;  a  patron  of  educational  interests,  a  Uiiid 
neighbor,  a  devout   Christian,   and   a   public-spirited    citizen. 

I    For  more  than  seventy  years  he  was  an  exeuiphtry  lucinber  of 

j  the  Cunf^re^^ational  Church.  Although  ho  adhered  to  the  tenets 
of  his  faith  with  steadfastness  characteristic  of  his  Puritan  an- 
cestry, he  was  neither  bigoted,  dogtnatlcal,  nor  ascetic.  He  was 
conservative,  but  liberal  Id  his  views.  He  will  be  rcmciuberod 
as  a   fine   type  of  a   class    now   rapidly    passing    away, — the 

I   sturdy,  honest,  liborty-luvlDg  farmers  of  the  early  days  of  the 

j    Ilepublic," 

I  ENOCH    PRATT. 

:  Enoch  Pratt  was  born  in  North  Middleboro', 
I  Mass.,  Sept.  10,  1808.  He  is  the  son  of  Isaac  Pratt 
I  and  Naomi  Keith,  whose  record  and  that  of  his  an- 
cestors is  given  in  the  sketch  of  his  respected  father 
I  contained  in  this  volume. 

He  graduated  at  the   Bridgewater  Academy  at  the 

[  age  of  fifteen.     He  was  a  bright,  energetic  boy,  cliar- 

j  acterized  by  undoubting  hopes  and  firm  resolves,  and 

I  inspired  by  an  hooest  and  fearless  ambition.      He  was 

I  manly  in   his  youth.     Conscious  of   his   capacity   to 

exert  his  faculties  in  useful  labor,  and  feeling  a  lively 

I  responsibility  as  to  the  use  of  time,  he  seemed  to  have 

an  instinctive  dread  of  idleness,  the  moment  he  was 

[  prepared  for   industry.     Even  two  weeks  before  he 

closed  his  term  at  the  academy  he  wrote  a  second  let- 

:  ter  to  an  intimate  friend  of  his  family  in  Boston,*  to 

I  obtain  for  him,  aa  sood  as  possible,  a  good  place  iu 

I  a  wholesale  dry-goods  store.       He  said,   ''  I    suspect 

[  that   I   am  old  enough    to  do  considerable   business. 

I  .  .  .  The    preceptor    thinks    that    I    am.  .  .  .   My 


^  The  late  postmaster  at  Boston,  Nabum  Capen,  who  preserved 
his  letters. 
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school  will  be  out  ia  a  foituiglit,  and  I  do  not  want  to 
stay  at  liooio  long  after  it  is  out." 

A  position  waa  soon  secured  for  liim  in  a  fiist-class 
house  in  Boston,  where  he  remained  till  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  this  place  he  had  tiie 
benefits  of  tiie  old-fashioned  training  in  business  pe- 
culiar to  Boston.  He  had  the  influence  of  the  exam- 
ples of  good  men  to  aid  him  in  developing  those  re- 
markable endowments  of  mind  which  have  distin- 
gui.-hed  him  from  boyhood  to  manhood  and  tlirough 
life.  His  unexceptionable  habits  and  tireless  application 
to  business  ;  his  quick  perception  of  what  was  right 
and  what  was  wrong,  and  his  undeviating  integrity  ; 
the  simplicity  of  his  methods,  and  his  unbounded 
confidence  in  the  principles  of  common  sense  and  in 
the  results  of  legitimate  industry,  gave  him  an  early 
reputation  for  sound  judgment  of  far  greater  value 
than  the  possession  of  money  as  a  capital,  with  its 
dangerous  tendency  to  mislead  in  the  choice  of  doubt- 
ful projects  of  speculation.  The  slow  and  sure  methods 
of  acfjuisition  afford  the  most  profitable  information 
in  respect  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  trade  and  the 
means  of  success.  No  young  man  more  thorouglily 
mastered  these  laws  and  observed  them  than  the  sub 
ject  of  this  notice. 

In  1831,  Mr.  Pratt  removed  to  Baltimore  and 
established  himself  as  a  commission  merchant.  He 
founded  the  wholesale  iron-houses  of  Pratt  &  Keith 
and  Enoch  Pratt  &  Brother,  which  now  consists  of 
himself  and  Henry  Janes.  No  firms  have  been  more 
successful  in  business,  though  much  of  the  time  of 
Mr.  Pratt  has  been  given  to  industrial  enterprises  of 
a  public  nature  and  to  financial  institutions.  He  has 
been  director  and  president  of  the  National  Farmers' 
and  Planters'  Bank  for  forty-five  years,  director  and 
vice-president  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and 
Baltimore  Railroad  Company,  twenty-seven  years  a 
director  of  the  Savings-Bank  of  Baltimore,  and  of 
numerous  other  institutions. 

He  had  no  hesitation  in  taking  a  large  block  of  the 
i-tock  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore 
Railroad  Company  in  its  early  days,  by  which  action 
he  identified  himself  with  a  line  of  railway  which 
in  its  e(|uipments  and  accommodations  to  the  public 
is  unsurpassed, — an  achievement  largely  attributable 
to  his  wise  foresight  and  good  judgment. 

With  an  expanding  heart  beyond  the  selfish  calls 
of  the  mere  ambition  for  gain,  he  has  ever  manifested 
a  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  religion, 
reform,  and  charity,  and  in  public  improvements. 
He  has  expended  much  time  and  money  in  support- 
ing sucii  institutions,  and  always  with  a  cheerful 
spirit. 


He  is  now  president  of  the  House  of  Rofurmation 
and  Instruction  for  Colored  Children  at  Clieheiihaui, 
Prince  George  County,  Md.,  and  of  the  Maryland 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  at  Frederick,  which 
was  started  by  his  energy  and  means.  But  fur  his 
liberality  and  perseverance  the  institution  at  C'lieken- 
ham  would  not  have  been  establi.-^hed.  He  saw  with 
deep  concern  that  there  were  numerous  colored 
children  swarming  in  the  streets  of  Baltimore,  home- 
less and  friendless,  and  abandoned  to  g'ow  up  in 
idleness  and  vice.  He  donated  seven  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  his  farm  property  as  u  site,  and  with 
the  aid  of  a  few  kindred  spirits  the  institution  was 
established,  and  he  has  lived  to  see  a  thousand  or 
more  of  poor  colored  children  made  happy  and  pre- 
pared to  be  useful  members  of  society. 

Mr.  Pratt  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  Mary- 
land Institute  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Mechanic 
Arts.  The  costly  bell  and  clock  in  the  tower  of  the 
institute  buildin;'  were  his  gift.  As  the  treasurer  of  the 
Peabody  Institute,  he  was  highly  complimented  by  the 
late  eminent  banker  who  founded  it,  as  one  oi'  the  ablest 
financiers  he  had  ever  known.  The  ease  and  .mjcccss 
with  which  he  conducted  the  great  trust  of  millions 
without  loss,  and  with  a  skill  to  secure  all  po.inible 
legitimate  gains,  affords  a  singular  cuntra>t  to  modern 
examples  of  administrative  weakness. 

In  1877  he  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  City 
Council  one  of  the  Finance  Commissioners  of  Balti- 
more, a  post  of  honor  and  great  responsibility.  This 
was  truly  a  high  compliment,  for  the  reason  that  he 
was  politically  opposed  to  the  dominant  party,  and 
was  the  only  one  ever  invited  by  a  Deuiocruiic  coun- 
cil to  accept  the  position.  His  services  as  commis- 
sioner proved  to  be  invaluable  in  shaping  the  finan- 
cial policy  of  the  municipality,  but  the  pressure  of  his 
private  affairs  aeon  compelled  him  to  withdraw  from 
the  board. 

Although  Mr.  Pratt  is  an  acute  observer  of  men 
and  events,  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  politics 
and  legislation,  particularly  when  the  general  welfare 
is  involved,  he  has  manifested  no  desire  for  oflice. 
He  has  been  approached  to  be  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  mayor  of  the  city,  and 
for  other  offices,  but  he  has  declined  all  positions  that 
give  mere  distinctions  of  honor,  and  with  but  lew  op- 
portunities for  usefulness.  Absolutely  he  has  no  taste 
for  notoriety.  He  is  ever  prompt  to  be  useful,  but 
he  is  opposed  to  the  mere  display  of  pride.  It  was 
with  difficulty  that  his  consent  was  obtained  for  the 
insertion  of  his  name  in  this  volume. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Pratt's  religious  views,  it  may  be 
said   that  he   belongs  to  the  progressive  school.      He 
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is  an  eclectic,  believing  in  the  rule  of  God,  and  find- 
inir  ^ood  in  all  tilings.  His  scale  of  duty  is  not 
measured  by  time,  and  io  his  acts  of  to-day  he  relig- 
iously provides  for  the  future.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Unitarian  Society  of  Baltimore,  but  he 
looks  fur  a  man's  religion  in  his  deeds.  He  may  be 
spoken  of,  in  the  language  of  Tennyson,  as  one 

'*  Wliu?e  faith  has  centre  everywhere, 
Nor  cnres  to  fix  itself  to  form." 

But  the  reader  will  be  amazed  when  told  that,  after 
such  recitals  of  Mr.  Pratt's  acts  of  munificence,  the 
noblest  of  all  are  yet  to  be  stated. 

Three  years  ago  he  gave  notice  to  the  city  govern- 
lueut  of  Baltimore  of  his  purpose  to  establish  a  free 
circuhiting  library,  to  be  called  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free 
Library  of  Baltimore  City,  on  certain  conditions  of 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  city,  which  were 
proiu]itly  and  officially  accepted.  He  proposed  to 
expend  a  million  of  dollars.  He  proceeded  immedi- 
ately to  erect  suitable  buildings  for  the  library  and  its 
four  branches,  and  they  were  completed  and  conveyed 
to  the  city  July,  1883.  These  buildings  were  planned 
and  erected  under  his  personal  supervision  at  a  cost 
of  $300,000.  In  addition  to  these  buildings,  he  gave 
his  check  on  his  bank,  July  1,  1883,  for  $833,333.33 
to  the  city  for  a  penuaneiit  six  per  cent,  endowment 
of  $50,000,  payable  quarterly  forever,  making  the 
grand  total  of  $1,133,333.33. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  interesting  to  describe  the 
library  buildings,  to  show  their  solid  foundations  and 
fire-proof  superstructures,  their  superior  conveniences, 
and  the  elaborate  and  beautiful  decorations  of  their 
interiors;  but  the  limits  of  this  article  do  not  permit. 
The  jiapers  of  Baltimore  have  been  eloquent  upon 
the  subject,  and  its  citizens  have  manifested  their 
delight  ill  the  prospect  of  enjoying  for  themselves 
and  their  children  the  privileges  of  such  an  institu- 
tion. 

But  in  favoring  his  adopted  city  Mr.  Pratt  did  not 
forget  his  native  town  in  Massachusetts.  lu  1867  he 
endowed  an  academy  in  North  Middleboro',  and  made 
it  free  to  children  within  a  certain  distance,  in  the  sum 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  In  1858,  when  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Titicut  was  burned,  he  aided 
them  to  rebuild  and  presented  them  with  a  clock  and 
bell.  Other  uobie  acts  might  be  enumerated,  but  if 
we  were  to  make  a  full  record  of  Mr.  Pratt,  the  ma- 
terials would  fill  a  volume. 

Of  his  happy  domcbtic  relations  it  may  be  proper 
to  add  that  he  was  married  Aug.  1,  1839,  to  a  most 
interesting  lady,  Maria  Louisa  Hyde,  whose  paternal 
ancestors  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Massa- 
cliusetts,  while,  on  the  mother's  side,  she  is  descended 


from  a  German  family,  who  located  in  Baltimore  more 
than  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  They  are  child- 
less. The  circle  of  his  home,  whether  large  or  small, 
is  made  as  happy  as  the  means  of  wealth  can  command 
and  the  presence  of  a  noble  and  cheerful  mind  can 
inspire. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  in  the  full  posse.ssion  of  mental  and 
physical  vigor,  and  is  enjoying,  without  display  nr 
ostentation,  the  rewards  of  an  unspotted  career  and  a 
life  of  unclouded  prosperity.  No  man  is  more  unas- 
suming in  his  manners,  or  more  modest  in  speaking; 
of  what  he  has  done,  or  of  his  personal  merits.  It 
cannot  be  seen  that  good  fortune  adds  to  his  vanity 
or  good  deeds  to  his  pride,  or  tliat  occasional  losses 
annoy  him.  He  dislikes  flattery  and  unnecessary 
ceremony,  and  in  his  intercourse  with  his  neighbors 
and  friends  he  has  a  kind  and  ready  greeting  for  all 
classes,  uttered  with  an  unchangeable  dignity  that  is 
the  natural  lansiuaire  of  high  motives  and  uiidistiuised 
sincerity. 


ISAAC    PRATT,  Jn. 


Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  brother  of  Enoch,  wxs  born  in 
North  Middleboro',  June  27,  1814.  His  father  was 
Isaac  Pratt,  sod  of  William,  and  his  mother,  Naomi 
Keith,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Keith,  of  Bridgewater. 
His  ancestors  are  given  in  the  sketch  of  his  worthy 
father,  contained  in  this  volume.  He  lived  with  his 
parents,  and  was  educated  at  the  common  school,  and 
at  Bridgewater  Academy.  When  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  entered  the  counting-room  of  I.  &  J.  Pratt 
&  Co.,  Wareham,  his  father  being  the  senior  partner. 
They  were  extensive  nail  manufacturers.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  was  made  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
concern.  He  kept  the  books,  and  all  the  business  of 
the  counting-room  was  placed  under  his  direction. 
The  business  of  the  firm  at  this  time  was  not  less 
than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

He  remained  with  this  firm  till  183-1,  when  it  was 
dissolved.  After  adjusting  its  closing  affairs,  lie  ac- 
cepted a  clerkship  in  the  house  of  Warren  Murdock, 
Commercial  Street,  Boston. 

At  this  time  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
remained  with  Mr.  Murdock  about  a  year. 

In  1835  he  was  offered  a  clerkship  in  the  house 
of  Benjamin  L.  Thompson,  merchant  on  Long 
Wharf,  Boston,  with  the  understanding  that  in  due 
time  he  would  be  made  a  partner.  Mr.  Thompsou 
had  been  connected  with  I.  &  J.  Pratt  &  Co.,  and 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  character  and  higli 
merits  of  Mr.  Pratt  aa  a  young  man  of  much  promise, 
and  he  was  made  a  partner  in  1830. 
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Tlie  firm  consisted  of  BeDJamin  L.  Tlioiupson, 
George  L.  Oakes,  and  Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  under  the  title 
of  Tlioiupson,  Oakes  &  Co.  Their  ehict  business  was 
the  nianufacturiii;;  and  selling  nails,  made  from 
Swedish  iron,  and  in  buying  and  selling  hops. 

In  1S41  Mr.  Thompson  retired,  and  the  business 
was  continued  under  the  firm  of  Oakes  &  Pratt  until 
February,  IS-io.  At  this  time  an  entire  ciiange  had 
taken  place  in  the  manufacture  of  nails.  Instead  of 
Swedish  bar-iron,  pig-iron  was  used.  By  cutting  the 
nails  with  the  grain  of  the  iron,  a  good,  tough  nail 
was  produced  etjual  for  most  work  to  that  of  the 
Swedish  iron,  and  at  a  much  less  cost.  This  im- 
provement was  adopted  by  the  Weymouth  Iron 
Company,  and  Mr.  Pratt  was  made  agent  to  take 
charge  of  their  store  on  Milk  Street,  Boston,  which 
position  he  has  held  for  forty  years,  with  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  company. 

In  January,  18GC,  he  was  elected  a  director  in  the 
Atlantic  National  Bank,  Boston,  and  when  his  finan- 
cial skill  was  seen  he  was  made  its  president  in  1869. 
Under  his  direction  the  bank  has  not  only  been  able  to 
declare  good  and  uniform  dividends,  but  to  accumulate 
a  creditable  surplus.  For  more  than  twenty-five  years 
he  has  been  a  director  in  the  National  Bank  of  Ware- 
ham,  Mass.,  and  during  the  years  1872  and  1873  he 
was  president  of  that  bank,  being  president  of  two 
banks  at  the  same  time. 

At  the  present  time,  188-1,  Mr.  Pratt  is  president 
of  the  Bridgewater  Iron  Company,  the  Weymouth 
Iron  Company,  Charles  River  Embankment  Company, 
and  treasurer  of  the  East  Boston  Company. 

In  1875  he  was  elected  representative  to  the  State 
Le>'islaiure  from  the  Brighton  and  Newton  district. 
He  was  very  properly  placed  on  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Claims,  and  his  associates  liad  ample 
evidence  in  his  examples  of  prompt  attention  to  his 
ofiicial  duties,  and  of  his  keen  capacity  to  scrutinize 
tlie  equity  of  the  numerous  demands  made  upou  the 
Stale  treasury.  He  had  the  courage  to  say  No  when 
necessary,  and  to  insist  upon  impartial  justice  to  all 
claimants  when  made  evident. 

Mr.  Pratt  has  voted  the  ticket  of  the  Republican 
party,  although  he  has  not  had  much  time  to  give 
to  it  as  a  member.  He  has  often  been  solicited  to 
be  a  candidate  for  office,  but  such  otters  have  been 
declined. 

June  'J,  1840,  Mr.  Pratt  married  Hannah  Thomp- 
son, the  accomplished  daughter  of  Benjamin  L. 
Thompson,  his  former  partner.  They  have  had  five 
children,  one  daughter  and  four  sons,  viz.,  Ellen 
Jane  Oakes,  born  March  27,  1841  ;  Isaac  Lowell, 
born   Oct.   IS.   1843;   David   Guruey,  born   Nov.   7, 


1848  ;   Edmund  Thompson,  born  July  5,  1852  ;  and 
Marland  Langdon,  born  Dec.  3,  1857. 

Mr.  Pratt  and  his  entire  family  are  in  good  health 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  those  blessings  which  fol- 
low good  examples  and  a  life  of  successful  industry. 
He  is  a  man  of  few  words  and  of  great  modesty.  He 
was  born  with  a  natural  capacity  for  business.  This 
was  made  ev.ident  in  his  early  youth.  He  was  a 
sedate  boy,  and  preferred  trade  to  jilay  when  he  luid 
choice  of  opportunities,  though  always  ready  to  enjoy 
the  wit  and  pleasantries  of  others.  As  a  man  ainl 
merchant  he  has  distinguished  himself  as  a  careful 
observer  of  men  and  things,  and  discovered  a  sound 
judgment  in  all  the  enterprises  he  has  undertaken 
and  with  gratifying  results.  He  is  quick  to  solve  a 
business  problem,  and  no  one  has  ever  had  reason  to 
complain  of  him  for  duplicity  or  want  of  candor. 
He  possesses  the  same  elements  of  character  that  dis- 
tinguished his  venerable  father  and  his  respected 
brother,  Enoch, — three  as  honest  and  successful  men 
as  ever  were  born  on  the  soil  of  the  old  Bay  State. 

Their  record  does  great  honor  to  the  land  of  the 
Pilgrims, — the  county  of  Plymouth. 
I  We  do  not  say  self-made  men,  for  this  term,  .so 
common  among  writers,  in  our  humble  opinion,  is  an 
arrogant  one.  Whoever  has  the  strength  and  genius 
to  rise  above  the  circumstances  of  life,  to  acquire 
knowledge  however  opposed  by  difficulties,  to  elevate 
his  character  above  that  of  his  associates,  to  advance 
his  own  station  beyond  his  inherited  rank,  and  to 
secure  for  him.self  the  commanding  position  of  af- 
fluence, integrity,  and  eminent  usefulness,  is  a  fav- 
ored child  of  his  Maker,  and  is  a  chosen  instrument 
of  his  beneficence.  The  genius  that  is  within  raises 
him  above  the  level  of  life.  He  sees,  he  hears,  he 
feels,  he  thinks,  and  knows,  and  he  acts.  lie  is 
diligent  in  the  use  of  his  talents,  and,  like  the  faith- 
ful steward,  is  ever  ready  to  be  called  to  his  account. 


JAUED    PRATT. 

Jared  Pratt,  son  of  Josiah  and  Bethiali  (Keith) 
Pratt,  was  born  in  Bridgewater.  Mass.,  July  27, 
1792. 

Phineas  and  Joshua  Pratt  wore  early  New  Eng- 
land emigrants.  Phineas  settled  at  Weymouth; 
Joshua,  from  whom  probably  Jared  Pratt  derived 
his  descent,  had  descendants  who  settled  in  Vermont, 
from  which  State  they  came  to  Bridgewater,  where 
Josiah,  father  of  Jared,  was  a  farmer.  lie  niarriud 
Bethiah,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Keith.  (.lerijniiali 
Keith  was  a  descendant  in   the  fourth   feneration  of 
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Rnv.  Jumes   Keitli,  tlie  old  Scotcli   "  first  minister" 
of  Bridi;ewater  (see  history  of  Bridgewater).     The 
Hue    is    James',    John*,    Daniel^,    Jeremiaii*.       By 
liis    first   wife,   Agatha    Bryant,   Jeremiah    had    five 
children, — Jeremiah,   Btthiuh,    Naomi    (Mrs.    Isaac 
Pratt),    Betsey    (Mrs.   Benjamin    Tucker),   and    Su- 
sanna   (Mrs.    Zebulon    K.    Pratt).       He    was    early 
engaged    in    the  iron    business,   owning    a    foundry, 
and   doing    much    iron   work    for   those  days.       He 
made   cannon,  which   were  cast  solid    to  bore,  being 
drilled  out  afterwards.      He  is  said  to  have  cast  the 
first  cannon  made  in  Bridgewater.     He  was  a  strong, 
resolute  man,  of  active  temperament,  with  all  the  per- 
sistence and  energy  of  his  Scotch  ancestry.)     Jo.siah 
Pratt  had  three  children, — Jared,  Lydia  (first  wife 
of  Charles  Wilbur),  and  Agatha   B.  (second  wife  of 
Charles  Wilbur).     He  died  Dec.  12,  1843,  aged  sev- 
enty-six years.     Jared  Pratt  received  his  education 
at  public  and  private  schools,  and  he  devoted  himself 
to  his  studies  assiduously.     When  nineteen  he  taught 
public  school  in  Taunton  for  one  year.     He  engaged 
for  some  time  as  clerk  for  Crocker  &  Richmond  in 
their  nail-manufactory  in  Taunton,  and  served  in  the 
same  capacity  for  other  manufacturers.     He  married 
Jemima  Williams,  daughter  of   Job  and    Zipporah 
King,  of  Taunton,  Jan.   1,   1818,  and   commenced 
housekeeping  at  North    Middleboro',  in  close  prox- 
imity to  the  present  residences  of  his  sons,  and  began 
his  successful   business  life  there  as  proprietor  of  a 
general  country  store   in  company  with   Isaac  Pratt, 
the  firm-name  being  I.  &  J.  Pratt.     Country  mer- 
chandising  at   that    time  meant  participation   in    all 
branches  of  business  carried  on  by  the  people,  so,  in 
1819,  we  find  the  firm  had  a  forge,  or  "bloomery,"  in 
operation    at  Wareham,  doing  a   moderate   business, 
under  the  personal  care  of  Mr.  Wilbar,  the  resident 
partner   at   Wareham   of   the   firm    which    then   was 
known  as  Pratt,  Crane  &  Wilbar.    .From  this  small 
beginning  in  ironwork  grew  up  the  extensive  manu- 
facture of  nails  so  long   conducted  in  Wareham  by 
the  Wareham  Iron  Company,  doing  business  as  I.  & 
J.  Pratt  &  Co.,  which  soon  threw  into  the  shade  and 
superseded  the  little   mercantile    bu.~iiness    at   North 
Middleboro'.     (See  biography  of  Isaac  Pratt.) 

Jlr.  Pratt's  business  ability  and  shrewd  financial 
skill  rendered  him  an  important  factor  in  this  rapidly- 
developing  industry,  and  he  removed  to  Wareham  in 
1S24 ;  and  to  his  shrewdness,  energy,  and  skilllul 
conducting  the  monetary  affairs,  and  as  treasurer  of 
the  Wareham  Iron  Company,  the  firm  was  greatly 
indebted  for  its  success. 

•     In    1836,    Mr.    Pratt    went   to    Ilarrisburg,  Pa., 
and    established    an   extensive   iron   manufactory,   in 


which  were  made  nails,  bar-iron,  plates,  etc.  This 
was  a  successful  enterprise,  and  was  conducted  with 
great  profit  until  1859.  About  1842  his  son,  Chris- 
topher C.  K.,  became  connected  with  him,  and  the 
firm  was  thenceforward  J.  Pratt  &  Son.  In  1859 
Mr.  Pratt  returned  to  North  Middleboro'  as  a  retired 
business  man,  and  passed  bis  closing  years  in  the 
midst  of  the  pleasant  rural  scenes  of  that  beautiful 
little  village,  and  in  the  spacious  house  which  he  had 
erected  in  accordance  with  his  taste  in  1848,  and 
which  was  one  of  the  splendid  mansions  of  the  town. 
He  died  July  4,  1864.  Mrs.  Pratt,  who  was  born 
May  15,  1794,  is  still  living,  in  possession  of  remark- 
able physical  and  mental  strength.  Their  children 
arc  Christopher  C.  K.,  Maria  0.  (Mrs.  Albert  Wash- 
burn), Augustus,  Eliza  Ann,  Julia,  and  Louisa. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  a  sergeant  of  Capt.  Keith's  Com- 
pany of  East  Bridgewater  in  the  war  of  1812;  his 
widow  now  receives  a  pension  for  his  services.  He 
also  held  a  commission  as  captain  of  the  militia  for 
many  years,  by  which  title  he  was  familiarly  known. 
He  was  intimately  connected  with,  and  a  warm  sup- 
porter of,  all  matters  of  interest  arising  in  the  com- 
munity or  in  the  town,  and  being  a  business  man  of 
the  highest  order,  his  advice  was  of  great  value  and 
eagerly  sought.  He  was  careful  and  cautious,  but  at 
the  same  time  positive,  holding  a  well-grounded  faith 
in  his  own  opinions.  As  a  man  and  citizen  he  was 
esteemed,  as  a  friend  and  associate  he  was  beloved, 
and  his  memory  is  cherished  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  The  engraving  accompanying  this  sketch  is 
taken  from  a  painting  representing  him  at  thirty 
years  of  age  ;  it  is  the  only  likeness  extant,  and  is  said 
to  be  a  remarkably  good  one  of  him  at  that  age. 
The  autograph  is  taken  from  a  letter  written  in  1S4G, 
when  he  was  fifly-four  years  old. 


ALBERT  ALDEN. 
John  Alden,  the  first  of  the  Pilgrim  band  to  stop 
on  Plymouth  Rock,  and  the  last  male  survivor  of  those 
who  came  in  the  "  Mayflower,"  whose  romantic  love- 
story  has  been  so  beautifully  told  by  our  great  poet, 
Longfellow,  and  whose  merits  have  been  so  faithfully 
recorded  in  old  records,  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
numerous  family  of  Aldens  in  America,  lie  pus- 
scs.sed  much  versatility  of  talent,  and  by  his  intelli- 
gence, refinement,  and  decision  of  character  early 
obtained  a  strong  influence  over  his  associates.  He 
Was  secretary  to  the  Governor  for  many  years,  and  in 
every  position  performed  his  duties  satisfactorily.  He 
was  born  in  1599,  and  emigrated  from  Southampton, 
England.    In  1621  he  married  Priscillu  MuUins,  who 
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was  celebrated  for  her  beauty  and  domestic  accom- 
plishmeuts.  After  a  few  years  they  made  Duxbury 
their  residence,  on  the  north  side  of  tiie  village,  on  a 
farm  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  their  descend- 
ants. John  Alden  died  at  Duxbury  Sept.  12,  1G87. 
"  In  a  i;ood  old  a!.'e,  an  old  man,  and  full  of  years  ; 
uud  was  gathered  to  his  people,  and  his  sons  buried 
him."  The  line  of  descent  to  the  present  generation 
is  John',  Joseph-,  Joseph",  Samuel*,  Samuel',  Dan- 
iel ^  Otis',  Albert". 

Albkr.'!'  Alden,  son  of  Otis  and  Harriet  (^Vdams) 
Aldtn,  was  born  at  Jay,  Me.,  Oct.  24,  1817.  His 
parents  moved  to  North  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  a  few 
mouths  after  his  birth,  wiiere  they  died.  His  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Adams,  who,  when 
young,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  whose 
father  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  family  of 
Adams  that  settled  near  Boston.  Rev.  Joseph  Adams 
was  for  many  years  a  prominent  Baptist  clergyman. 
He  was  for  a  long  period  of  time  a  settled  pastor  of 
Jay,  Me.,  and  tilled  various  pulpits  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  people,  making  many  friends  outside  of  his 
own  denomination.  He  married  Mercy  Gadiiig, 
daughter  of  Rev.  William  Gading,  then  holding  a 
pastorate  near  Boston. 

His  grandmother  on  his  father's  side  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Gary,  wiio  was  a  descendant  from 
John  Gary,  who  came  over  from  England  about  1634 
and  joined  the  Plymouth  Golony. 

Albert  Alden  is  a  worthy  example  of  the  class  of 
self-made  men.  Left  an  orphan  at  seveu  years  of 
a"e,  he  lived  with  an  uncle  on  a  farm  until  he  was 
thirteen,  when  he  began  life  i'or  himself,  having  re- 
ceived very  limited  schgol  advantages.  With  all 
these  deprivations,  however,  he  has  gained  wealth  and 
an  honorable  position  in  society,  and  may  be  classed 
among  the  truly  successful  men  of  this  county.  Be- 
fore he  was  twenty-one  he  was  owner  of  an  express 
or  baggage  route  between  Boston  and  Providence  and 
Boston  and  Poxboro'.  His  devotion  to  principle  has 
ever  been  marked.  He  never  would  sacrifice  his  ideas 
of  right  for  the  sake  of  gain,  and,  although  at  that 
time  it  was  against  public  sentiment  to  be  opposed  to 
liquor,  he  placed  himself  while  a  youth  on  the  strong- 
est temperance  platform,  and  would  not  allow  liquor 
intended  for  intoxicating  purposes  to  be  carried  in  any 
of  his  wagons.  In  1840  he  sold  out  his  teams,  and 
started  in  a  small  way  in  the  straw  business  at  Fox- 
boro',  being  among  the  earliest  ones  in  that  trade. 
With  various  partners  he  continued  manufacturing 
until  the  fall  of  1849,  when  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Garpcuters,  and  remained  with  them  and  the 
Union  Straw-Works,  iu  which  corporation   he  was  a 


stockholder,  until  1856,  for  eighteen  months  being  in 
charge  of  a  branch  manufactory  at  Nantucket.  Dur- 
ing 1856-57  he  was  employed  by  Thomas  White  it 
Co.,  Philadelphia,  to  superintend  their  factory. 

After  purchasing  the  straw-factory  of  Pickens 
Brothers,  at  Middleboro',  Mr.  Alden  moved  to  this 
place  Nov.  20,  1858,  and,  from  that  time  to  the 
present,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months,  has  been 
a  resident  of  and  identified  with  the  business  progress 
and  interests  of  Middleboro'.  From  a  small  and  in- 
convenient building  he  has  built  up  one  of  the  largest 
manufactories  in  the  State.  He  named  his  factory 
the  Bay  State  Straw-Works, admitted  William  King  as 
partner  in  1850,  and,  in  ISGO  aUo  admitted  Hiram 
Plumnier.  Selling  out  his  interest  in  1861  to  Plum- 
mer  &  King,  he  moved  again  to  Foxboro',  but  did  not 
remain  long,  for  in  1862  he  repurchased  the  Bay 
State  Straw- Work.s,  and  continued  the  manufacturing 
alone  until  1865,  when  II.  K.  White  was  given  an 
interest  in  the  business,  which  interest  was  purchased 
by  Mr.  Alden  in  1871,  and  liis  sou,  A.  B.  Alden,  ad- 
mitted into  partnership.  In  1872,  David  T.  Harts- 
horn also  became  a  partner,  and,  iu  1S76,  the  Bay 
State  Straw-Works  were  sold  to  a  corporation,  of 
which  Mr.  Alden  was  one  of  the  incorporators  and 
directors.    It  was  the  Union  and  Bay  State  Jlauufac- 

1  turing  Company  of  Foxboro'  and  Middleboro'.  Mr. 
Alden  and   his   son  had  charge  of  the   Middleboro' 

I  works,  and  manufactured  goods  for  the  corporation 
until  August,  1882,  when  Sir.  Alden  retired  from 
active  business,  and  the  works  were  leased  to  A.  B.  Al- 
den, who  formed  a  partnership  with  D.  T.  Hartshorn. 
Mr.  Alden  gave  his  counsel  and  assiatauee  to  the  new 
firm  (which  still  continues  the  lessee  of  the  wurksj, 
having  no  interest  in  the  business.  In  I8ri3,  he 
purchased  again  the  Bay  State  Straw-Wurks.  From 
the  one  small  building  with  which  he  couimeuccd,  the 
trade  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  compel  the 
erection  of  building  after  building,  each  of  several 
stories,  and  fitted  with  expensive  machinery.  From 
a  forest  the  land  contiguous  to  the  works  has  be- 
come a  pleasant  village,  Mr.  Alden  having  erected 
houses  for  the  convenience  of  his  employes,  and  set  out 
and  cared  for  numerous  trees  on  the  highway  that 
have  become  a  source  of  great  pride  to  the  whole 
village. 

Mr.  Alden  married,  May  14,  1837,  Charlotte  B. 
Comey,  of  Foxboro',  Mass.,  daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Charlotte  (Skinner)  Comey,  who  died  April  29,  1849. 
They  had  five  children, — Charlotte  L.,  who  married 
F.  Marion  Vaughan,  lawyer  of  Middleboro'  (Mrs. 
Vaughan  died  March  13,  1884)  ;  Albert  Henry,  who 
died  at  sea,  Aug.  3,  1862  ;  Harriet  E.,  died  July  24, 
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1846;  Leslie,  died  April  5,  1847;  and  Arthur  B., 
the  only  one  living  at  the  present  time,  who  married, 
in  1874,  Mary  H.  Soule,  of  iMiddleboro". 

Whig  and  Republican   in  political  sentiment,  Mr. 
Alden  has  preferred  to  devote  his  time  and  energies 
to  business,  and  aside  from  voting  h:i3  meddled  little 
with  politics.     He  has  been  a  progres.sive  man,  and 
continually  advocated   improvements   needed   by  the 
town  ;  ho  was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate  a  new  town- 
house,  which   was  finally  built,  he  being  one  of  tlie 
committee  appointed  to  superintend  ita  building.     He 
has  also  been  prominent  in  advocating  water-works  for 
the  town.      He  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Mid- 
dleboro'  and  Taunton  Railroad,  now  consolidated  with  ! 
the  Old   Colony  Railroad.      He  is  a  director  in  the  I 
Machinists'  National   Bank  of  Taunton,  one  of  tlie  : 
trustees  of  the   Middleboro'  Saviugs-Bank,  and  di-  ' 
rector  and  president  of  the  Union  Needle  Company. 
Acquiring  a  strong  physique  and  iron  constitution  by 
hia  early  exposure  and  hard  labor,  Mr.  Alden  is  yet 
vigorous    and   capable  of   accomplishing   more    than 
many  men  much  younger  than   he.     Steady  and  per- 
sistent, yet  weighing  all  things  well,  his  judgment  has 
proved  an  excellent  guide,  and  liis  perseverance  lias 
carried  his  undertakings  almost  uniformly  to  success. 
He  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  1842,  and  has 
always  been  a  consistent    member.     Of  unswerving 
integrity  and    uncompromising  in   the  discharge   of 
duty,  Mr.  Alden  is  also  kind  and  unassuming,  pleas- 
ant  and   social ;   ba.'j   a  warm   heart   and  a  generous 
purse  for  the  relief  of  suffering,  and  for  religious  and 
benevolent  institutions.     He  has  many  friends,  and 
as   citizen,  workman,  and    employer,  in   church  cir- 
cles, and  in  the  family  relation,  he  has  discharged  the 
duties  imposed  on  him  with  honor  to  himself  and  with 
the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.     The  old  blood  of 
John  Alden  flows  in  all  its  purity  through  his  veins. 


HORATIO  BARROWS. 
No  history  of  Middleboro'  would  be  complete 
without  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Horatio  Barrows. 
He  was  the  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Cobb)  Barrows, 
and  was  born  in  Carver,  Mass.,  May  12,  1824.  He 
was  educated  at  Peiree  Academy,  and  then  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  father,  and  for  some 
years  was  engaged  in  building.  His  last  work  in  this 
line  was  in  erecting  the  store  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Thomas  W.  Pierce,  which  was  completed  in  the  fall 
of  1853,  and  was  immediately  used  by  Noah  C. 
Perkins,  Charles  E.  Leonard  and  himself  as  shoe 
manufacturers,    under    the    firm-name    of    Perkins, 
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Leonard  &  Barrows.     This  firm  continued  for  several 
years,  and  in  April,  1860,  Leonard  &  Barrows  sold 
their  interests  to  Mr.  Perkins,  and  purchased  what 
is  now  known   as  Murdock's  block,  and   C.  D.  King- 
man became  associated  with  them  under  the  firm-name 
of  Leonard,  Barrows  &  Co.     At  the  expiration  of  five 
years  the  connection  waa  dissolved,  and   Leonard  & 
Barrows  made  large  additions  and   improvements  to 
their  manufactory.       They  introduced   steam-power, 
added  another  story  and  a  basement;  remained  here 
until  1874,  when  their  largely-increasing  business  de- 
manded greater  space,  and  they  erected  the  building 
now  occupied  on    Centre  Street,  where  the  manufac- 
ture is  still   carried  on   by  Charles  E.  Leonard,  the 
interest  and  firm-name  remaining  the   same.      They 
employ  from  two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
operatives,  and  it  is  one  of  the  leading  houses  in  this 
line  in  the  county.     During  the  first  years  of  their 
bu.sinesa  they  manufactured  largely  for  the  Southern 
trade,  but  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  that 
market  was  destroyed,  and  new  ones  were  sought  in 
the  West,  and  ladies'  shoes  were  made  a  specialty. 

With  that  characteristic  shrewdness  and  foresight 
which  has  built  up  this  extensive  business,  it  waa 
seen  that  an  entirely  different  class  of  goods  would 
be  demanded  in  the  West,  and  the  change  was 
adopted  successfully.  In  establishing  these  new 
markets  Mr.  Barrows  was  obliged  to  travel  exten- 
sively in  the  West,  and  by  his  honorable  dealing, 
strict  attention  to  business,  he  secured  to  the  firm  a 
reputation  which  has  enabled  them  to  manufacture 
goods  to  order  to  the  full  capacity  of  their  factory 
without  personal  solicitation.  In  1854,  Mr.  Bar- 
rows married  Abbie  M.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  aud 
Waitstill  (Murdock)  Leonard,  of  Middleboro".  They 
had  one  son,  Fletcher  Lawton,  born  July  15,  1871. 

Mr.  Barrows  waa  a  member  of  the  Central  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  was  not  largely  identified 
in  political  or  town  affairs,  aa  he  devoted  liiuiself 
entirely  to  hia  business.  He  waa  chairman  of  the 
committee  for  the  construction  of  the  town-house, 
and  it  ia  to  hia  perseverance  and  labor  that  the  town 
is  largely  indebted  for  the  fine  structure  which  they 
now  enjoy.  The  architect  and  contractor  having 
died  early  in  the  work  of  its  erection,  and  having  no 
written  plans  of  the  building,  Mr.  Barrows,  himself  a 
practical  builder,  took  upon  himself  the  heavy  task 
of  superintending  the  work.  To  thia  extra  respon- 
sibility and  mental  labor,  added  to  the  demands  of 
his  own  business,  was  partially  attributed  the  ill 
health  from  which  he  suffered  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  his  death,  which  occurred  May  24,  18So,  the  town 
lost  not  only  one  of  its   most   active   business  men, 
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but  au  euterprisiug,  public-spirited  citizuu,  who, 
wlien  uot  tbo  pioneer  of  some  village  impruveuieut, 
was  always  a  ready  champion  in  such  work.  The 
following,  contributed  by  one  of  liis  personal  and 
business  friends,  will  show  the  estimation  of  Mr. 
Barrows  by  tliose  who  knew  him  best :  "  Possessing 
an  ambition  and  enterprise  above  that  of  most  young 
men  with  his  surroundings,  he  left  his  native  town 
and  came  to  Middleboro',  where  as  a  carpenter  ho 
■worked  at  his  trade  for  some  years.  This  offered  in 
prospect  only  hard  work,  and  at  last  only  a  compe- 
tency, and  the  same  spirit  which  drew  him  from  his 
early  home  now  led  him  to  leave  his  trade  and  com- 
UJUQCC  the  manufacture  of  siioes.  Witli  slight  excep- 
tions his  business  was  uniformly  successful,  and  from 
small  beginnings  grew  to  be  the  largest  in  town  and 
among  the  largest  in  the  county.  Schooled  from 
early  youth  to  habits  of  industry  aud  economy,  he 
ever  retained  them,  and  these  with  a  successful  busi- 
ness made  him  a  wealthy  man.  Shrewd  in  his  deal- 
ings, reliable  in  his  promises,  of  good  judgment,  a 
constant  reader,  he  kept  well  posted  on  all  the  lead- 
ing subjects  of  his  day,  and  was  one  of  our  most 
prominent  and  reliable  citizens.  Slow  to  reach  con- 
clusions, yet  firm  in  his  convictions  when  formed,  no 
opposition  or  difficulties  seemed  to  move  him  from 
Lis  fixed  purposes.  Our  magnificent  town-house  is  a 
monument  to  his  taste  and  judgment,  and  to  his  per- 
severing push  through  difficulties  and  opposition. 
He  was  long  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
was  a  quiet  man  in  all  ways,  and  dearly  loved  his 
home.  To  make  it  beautiful  and  attractive  to  his 
wife  aud  son,  whom  he  loved  tenderly,  was  his  con- 
stant study." 


ABISHAI    MILLER. 

History  is  the  resume  of. the  lives  and  events  which 
are  to-day  among  the  things  of  the  present,  to-mor- 
row those  of  the  past,  and  in  history  mention  should 
be  made  of  those  whose  personal  qualities,  business 
enterprise,  and  moral  worth  have  contributed  in  some 
way  to  the  wealth,  knowledge,  and  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  they  lived,  and  to  this  number 
belongs  Abishai  Miller,  who  was  born  at  Fall  Brook, 
Middleboro',  Mass.,  June  22,  1800.  His  ancestry, 
lor  several  generations,  had  been  land-holders  there, 
having  purchased  their  estate  from  the  Indians.  He 
was  the  youngest  child  of  John  and  Susanna  (Spar- 
row) Miller,  and  was  educated  at  the  common  schools 
in  Middleboro'.  His  father  dying  when  Abishai  was 
a  mere  lad,  he  left  his  home  and  went  to  Westboro' 
and  Taunton  to  learn  the  machinists'   trade.      He  de- 


voted himself  to  this  trade  until  he  had  thoroughly 
mastered  it  in  all  its  details,  and  it  was  said  of  him 
that  he  was  one  of  the  best  machinists  in  New  Eng- 
land. A  man  of  his  mechanical  genius  could  not 
long  remain  a  subordinate.  In  1837  he  entered  the 
service  of  Otis  Tufts  (Mr.  Tufts  at  that  time  being 
the  proprietor  of  a  machiue-shop  on  Broomtield  Street, 
i  Boston,  and  afterwards  known  as  one  of  the  most 
I  successful  engine-builders  in  New  England),  and  con- 
•  tinned  in  his  employ  in  this  location  and  in  East 
I  Boston  until  185o.  During  this  period  he  superiu- 
1  tended  the  construction  of  much  largo  work,  aud  had, 
as  apprentices,  many  young  men  who  have  become 
justly  celebrated  in  the  line  of  iron  mauufucture,  aud 
shown  the  excellence  of  their  training.  In  the  year 
1853,  Jlr.  Miller,  with  several  other  enterprising  me- 
chanics, organized  the  Atlantic  Works,  and  obtained 
'  a  charter  from  the  Legislature.  They  put  into  this 
1  venture  all  their  savings,  and  began  the  difficult  tusk 
i  of  making  a  place  for  their  company  in  the  business 
world.  They  purchased  land  in  Ea>t  Boston,  and 
erected  buildings  thereon  for  machine-,  blacksmith-, 
and  boiler-shops,  and  purchased  tools  for  these  several 
departments.  Mr.  Miller  became  superintendent  of 
construction,  and  by  dint  of  hard  work,  scif-sacridce, 
and  the  utmost  economy, soon  succeeded  in  establishing 
a  reputation,  and  steadily  increased  their  business  and 
facilities.  About  1859,  Mr.  Miller  retired  from  active 
work  to  Middleboro',  to  take  much-needed  and  well- 
earned  rest.  At  this  time  he  erected  a  fine  residence 
on  the  old  homestead  at  Fall  Brook,  and  here  his 
friends  always  found  him  happy  aud  hospitable.  But 
when  the  civil  war  commenced  the  Atlantic  Works 
secured  a  contract  for  the  building  of  one  of  the  now 
famous  "  monitors,"  and  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
his  associates  in  the  business,  he  returned  and  again 
became  its  superintendent,  and  during  the  four  years 
following  a  busier  man  could  not  have  been  found  in 
Boston.  Under  his  direction  were  built  the  monitors 
"  Casco"  and  "Nantucket,"  the  turrets  for  the  moni- 
tors "  Monadnock,"  "  Agamenticus,"  •'  Passaconaway," 
"  Shackamaxou,"  and  the  machinery  for  the  gunboats 
•'  Sagamore,"  "  Canandaigua,"  "  Sa.ssacus,"  and  ''  Os- 
ceola," also  for  the  United  States  man-of-war  "  Ny- 
phon."  At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Miller  again 
retired  from  active  business,  although  remaining  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  company  until  1870, 
I  when,  upon  the  death  of  the  president,  he  was  elected 
to  that  office,  aud  continued  in  the  same  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  East  Boston,  Jan.  30,  1SS3. 
He  was  buried  at  the  "  Green"  Cemetery,  Middleboro', 
where  five  generations  of  his  ancestors  already  lay. 
His  wife,  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  Edward  Sparrow,  of 
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MiJdleboi'o',  died  many  years  before  him.  Ad  only 
daughter,  Julia  H.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  G.  \V.  Copeland, 
of  Boston,  survives  them. 

As  a  business  man  and  mechanic  few  surpassed 
liim,  and  the  success  and  prosperity  of  the  Atlantic 
Works  was  largely  due  to  Mr.  Miller's  management 
and  skill.  In  private  and  social  life  he  was  much 
beloved.  He  never  betrayed  a  friend  or  deceived  an 
enemy.  His  nature  was  positive.  Strong  iu  his  likes 
and  dislikes,  he  was  always  just  and  charitable.  A 
friend  iu  want  or  in  trouble  found  in  him  a  ready 
helper  and  adviser.  It  is  said  that  the  truly  great 
man  always  loves  and  respects  his  mother.  This 
characteristic  he  possessed  in  a  large  degree,  for  he 
always  treated  his  mother  with  affection  and  reverence, 
and  cared  for  her  under  his  own  roof  during  the  last 
years  of  her  life.  As  a  husband  and  father,  he  was 
devoted  and  indulgent.  As  a  citizen,  he  commanded 
the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him,  and,  although  having 
neither  the  time  or  ambition  to  be  very  active  in 
town  aft'airs,  yet  when  elected  to  office  filled  the  posi- 
tions with  credit,  serving  as  selectman  of  Middleboro', 
and  in  other  positions  of  trust  to  the  acceptance  of 
his  townsmen.  He  was  an  attendant  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  contributed  largely  towards  its 
support. 

Mr.  Miller  was  essentially  a  self-made  man,  and  his 
life  was  one  of  steady  and  active  devotion  to  business. 
Starting  forth  wlien  but  a  mere  lad  to  conquer  for- 
tune, his  success  was  well  won,  the  result  of  mental 
strength  united  with  indomitable  will  and  persevering 
industry.  This  was  not  accomplished  at  the  expense 
of  his  social  nature,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  large  circle 
of  intimate  friends,  who  were  attracted  by  his  geni- 
ality and  hospitality. 


C.  D.  KINGMAN. 


The  first  American  ancestor  of  the  Kinsman 
family,  Henry  Kingman,  came  to  this  country  about 
the  year  1630,  ten  years  after  the  landing  of  the  Pil- 
grim fathers,  and  settled  in  Weymouth.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  character,  with  intellectual  strength  and 
cultivation.  In  the  year  1631  he  was  on  the  grand 
jury,  and  repeatedly  represented  the  town  in  which 
he  lived,  and  filled  many  places  of  public  trust  and 
confidence.  His  introduction  to  such  responsible 
offices,  while  yet  a  young  man,  speaks  in  the  strongest 
terms  in  favor  of  his  character  and  intelligence.  He 
changed  his  residence  to  West  Bridgewater,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  leaving  a  son  John. 
John  (second  generation)  was  born  in  1664,  died  in 


1755.     His  son,  John  (third  generation),  was  born  in 
1703.     Abner  (fourth  generation)  was  born  in  1735, 

and  died  in  1812.     He  married  Su.<<annah ,  who 

died  in  1820.  Their  children  were  nine  in  number, 
of  whom  Bela  was  the  eighth.  Abner  was  the  first 
of  the  family  in  Middleboro".  He  settled  on  a  farm 
in  North  Middleboro',  where  he  always  resided.  Here 
Bela  (fifth  generation)  was  born  May  2,  1781,  and 
died  April  16,  1854.  He  married  Lydia  Dean,  of 
Taunton,  in  1804.  She  was  born  July  6,  1786,  died 
Dec.  12,  1860.  They  had  twelve  children.  Bela 
followed  the  occupation  of  his  father  (that  of  tanner 
and  farmer),  and  made  his  residence  on  the  old  home- 
stead. He  held  a  major's  commission  in  the  militia, 
but  was  excused  from  service  in  the  war  of  1812, 
when  the  company  was  ordered  to  Plymouth,  from 
the  peculiar  reason  that  two  majors'  commissions  had 
been  given  in  his  regiment.  He  was  an  attendant  of 
the  Congregational  Church  of  North  Middleboro',  and 
was  its  first  Sabbath-school  superintendent  (1818). 
He  was  a  man  physically  and  morally  strong,  of  good 
judgment,  and  in  all  the  positions  he  was  called  to 
till  performed  their  duties  in  accordance  with  the 
saying,  "  Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 
We  quote  from  an  old  document  the  following,  ia 
regard  to  the  characteriutics  of  the  Kingman  family  : 
"  Strong  attachment  to  and  high  admiration  of  each 
other;  ambition,  not  in  the  acquisition  of  wealth  or 
goodly  apparel,  but  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge. 
It  may  be  well  and  truly  said, '  A  Kingman  is  a  good 
friend  and  true,  but  not  an  enemy  to  be  desired.'" 

Calvin  D.  Kingman,  youngest  child  of  Bela  and 
Lydia  (Dean)  Kingman,  was  born  April  29,  1825, 
on  the  farm  where  hia  grandfather  settled,  in  North 
Middleboro'.  He  diligently  improved  the  common- 
school  advantages  afforded  to  the  farmers'  boys  of  that 
period,  and  by  the  time  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  the 
savings  he  had  accumulated,  by  extra  work  for  neigh- 
bors in  haying  and  pegging  shoes  in  winter  evenings, 
sufficed  to  pay  his  expenses  at  the  academy  in  Bridge- 
water,  which  he  attended  three  terms.  Commencing 
teaching  when  but  seventeen  years  old,  he  at  once  at- 
tained high  rank  in  that  profession,  and  taught  pub- 
lic school  in  Taunton  three  winters.  Duriuc  this 
time  he  worked  at  haying  in  summer,  attending  the 
spring  and  fall  terms  of  the  academy,  and  three  terms 
at  the  normal  school.  While  attending  the  latter, 
and  only  about  twenty  years  of  age,  he  was  surprised 
to  receive  a  communication  from  J.  N.  Ballou,  prin- 
cipal of  Taunton  Academy,  asking  him  to  take  the 
position  of  assistant  in  that  institution.  On  Mr. 
Kingman's  showing  this  letter  to  Mr.  Tillinghast,  the 
principal,  and  asking  his  advice  as  to  its  acceptance  or 
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rejection,  he  said,  "  Go  by  all  means,  it  is  too  good  a 
chance  to  be  lost."  Prior  to  this  time,  and  before  he 
was  two  weeks  in  the  normal  school  in  its  sprinp; 
session,  Mr.  Kingman  had  made  an  engagement  to 
teach  the  West  Bridgewater  school  the  next  winter, 
which  engagement,  after  teaching  three  terms  in  the 
academy,  he  was  compelled  to  keep.  Although  giv- 
ing general  satisfaction  as  an  instructor,  and  having 
promising  engagements  offered  him,  Mr.  Kingman 
concluded  not  to  make  teaching  his  life-work,  and,  at 
the  close  of  his  winter's  school,  he  went  to  work  on  a 
bench  in  a  shoe-shop  across  the  road  from  his  father's 
residence,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  he  has 
been  a  manufacturer  of  shoes. 

lu  the  fall  of  18-ll>  he  went  to  live  with  his  brother, 
Hosea,  who  was  manufacturing  shoes  in  what  is  now 
Lakeville.  Here  he  married,  Oct.  3,  1847,  Sarah 
P.,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Mary  (Holmes)  Bassett. 
Commencing  housekeeping  at  Lakeville,  he  bought 
leather  and  made  it  into  shoes  on  his  own  account, 
and  soon  entered  into  company  with  Hosea,  which 
partnership  continued  about  one  year,  when  Hosea 
died,  leaving  Calvin  the  entire  business.  In  the 
spring  of  18G2,  Mr.  Kingman  removed  both  his  resi- 
dence and  business  to  Middleboro',  where  he  is  now 
(1884)  located.  From  humble  beginnings,  by  care, 
diligence,  and  integrity,  his  manufacturing  has  in- 
creased steadily  and  satisfactorily,  until  it  is  employ- 
ing, at  the  present,  fifty  operatives,  and  producing 
men  and  boys'  calf,  kip  and  buff  brogans,  balmorals, 
English  and  Oxford  ties,  etc.  Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Kingman 
died  Jan.  21,  1875.  Her  children  were  Sallie  R. 
(married  Henry  F.  Tillson  ;  they  have  one  child, 
Marian,  and  now  reside  in  Los  Vegas,  New  Mexico, 
whither  Mr.  Tillson  was  compelled  to  remove  for  his 
health,  which  was  much  broken  by  hia  many  years' 
service  at  Macullar,  Williams  &  Parker's,  Boston), 
Charles  W.  (married  Lizzie  E.  Cole,  has  four  chil- 
dren, Lydia  D.,  Sadie  B.,  Delia  R.,  and  Walter  R.), 
Philip  E.  (married  Nellie  Shaw),  and  Henry  C.,  a 
bright,  promising  young  man,  who  was  accidentally 
drowned  May  14,  1883,  in  his  twenty-first  year 
(Charles  W.  and  Philip  E.  are  associated  with  their 
father  in  business).  Mr.  Kingman  married,  Nov.  IG, 
187t],  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Abigail 
(Snow)  Pickens. 

Mr.  Kingman  has  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
mostly  to  business.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees,  and  on 
the  investment  committee  of  the  Middleboro'  Savings- 
Baiik.  He  is  largely  interested  in  cattle  raising  iu 
Colorado,  and  has  passed  several  months  in  each  year, 
since  1880,  in  enjoyment  of  the  sports  of  the  far  West, 
and   probably   no   man  of  the  present  generation   in 


this  State  has  ever  killed  so  much  large  game,  deer, 
antelope,  elk,  bear,  buffalo,  etc.,  as  he.  Of  an  active 
and  vigorous  temperament,  he  is  an  enthusiastic  lover 
of  the  chase.  Formerly  a  Whig,  of  late  years  ho 
has  been  independent  in  politics,  voting  for  the 
measures  and  men  he  deeiued  the  best,  and  steadily 
refusing  to  take  office.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Congregationalist,  is  a  diligent  worker  in  the  church, 
has  held  the  ofEce  of  deacon  for  six  years,  and  also 
that  of  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  about  the 
same  length  of  time.  During  his  twenty-une  year.-)' 
residence  in  Middleboro',  every  Sabbatii  he  has  been 
at  home  has  found  him  in  attendance  at  Sabbath- 
school  and  meeting,  with  the  excejition  of  two  or 
three,  when  he  was  detained  at  home  by  illness  of 
himself  or  family.  A  social  companion,  a  strong 
friend,  a  successful  business  man,  and  a  law-abiding 
citizen,  Mr.  Kingman  merits  and  enjoys  the  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him. 


JOHN   B.  LE  b.ARON. 

There  is  an  air  of  romance  and  mystery  surround- 
ing the  history  of  the  first  of  the  Le  Baron  family. 
The  following  facts  were  mostly  obtained  from  an 
article  in  the  "  New  England  General  Register"  for 
1871,  written  by  one  of  his  descendants:  In  the  fall 
of  the  year  1694  a  French  privateer  cruising  on  the 
American  coast  was  wrecked  in  Buzzard's  Bay,  near 
Falmouth.  The  officers  and  crew  were  taken  pris- 
oners and  marched  to  Boston,  but  they  were  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  surgeon  of  the  ship.  Dr.  Fian(;ois 
Le  Baron,  at  Plymouth  on  account  of  sickness. 
During  his  stay  at  the  inn  he  performed  what  suemcd 
at  that  time  a  wonderful  surgical  operation  on  the 
landlady.  From  this  fact,  and  there  not  being  a 
competent  aurgeon  or  physician  in  the  town,  the 
selectmen  petitioned  Lieutenant-Governor  William 
Stoughton,  then  acting  Governor,  that  Dr.  Le  Barun 
"  might  be  permitted  to  tarry  in  the  town  of  Plym- 
outh as  physician,  surgeon,  and  apothecary."  This 
request  was  granted,  and  he  settled  down  into  the 
staid  manner  of  life  of  the  Puritans  with  the  name  of 
Le  Baron,  thus  becoming  the  founder  of  a  new  fam- 
ily. It  is  presumed  that  he  was  a  scion  of  a  noble 
house  of  Normandy  or  Provence,  but  he  sedulou.-<ly 
refrained  from  giving  any  information  concerning  his 
early  life.  He  never  assimilated  with  the  religion  of 
the  colony,  was  a  Roman  Catholic  through  lil'e,  and 
alwaj'sworc  a  cross  upon  his  breast.  No  record  can 
be  found  of  either  the  name  of  the  privateer  or  the 
port  from  which  she  sailed,  and  an  impenetrable  veil 
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of  mystery  must  forever  lie  over  the  Europeun  life, 
family,  aud  even  name,  of  this  talented  physician. 

From  these  romantic  iocidents  a  brilliant  writer 
has  made  him  the  hero  of  a  pleasing  tale, — "  A 
Nameless  Nobleman," — in  which  many  facts  are 
blended  with  imaginative  statements,  so  as  to  make  a 
readable  book.  In  1G95  he  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Ames)  Wilder,  and  died 
in  1704,  aged  thirty-six  years.  The  children  of  Dr. 
Francis  and  Mary  (Wilder)  Le  Baroii  were  James, 
born  May  23,  1696;  Lazarus,  born  Dec.  26,  1C98; 
and  Francis,  born  June  13,  1701.  On  the  crest  of 
Burying  Hill,  Plymouth,  even  yet  may  be  seen  a 
stone  of  black  marble,  bearing  this  inscription : 
"  Here  lyes  y  body  of  Doctor  Francis  Le  Baron,  a 
native  of  France  and  Physician  of  Plymouth,  a.d. 
1704.'  There  have  been  many  physicians  among 
his  descendants. 

From  Dr.  Francis  Le  Baron  to  the  fifth  generation 
we  find  the  line.  Dr.  Francis',  James-,  John',  John*, 
John  B.'  John*  was  born  Oct.  18,  1787,  and  lived 
in  the  part  of  Middleboro'  called  Rock,  until  his 
later  years,  when  he  removed  to  Middleboro'  vil- 
lage, where  he  died  in  his  ninety-third  year.  He 
was  an  iron-molder,  but  fully  conversant  with  all 
departments  of  the  iron  business.  In  connection 
witli  this  industry,  he  also  carried  on  a  farm.  He 
held  a  commission  in  the  old  militia,  and  in  the  war 
of  1812  was  captured  by  the  British. 

John  B.  Le  Baron,  son  of  John  and  Bethany 
(llydcrj  Le  Baron,  was  born  Sept.  19,  1817,  in  Mid- 
dleboro'. His  educational  advantages  were  limited 
to  the  cummon  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  about  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  went  to  Norton 
furnace  and  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  foundry 
business.  At  the  completion  of  his  apprenticeship, 
he  worked  at  Norton  for  some  years,  and  during  this 
time  was  married.  From  Norton  he  went  to  Field's 
furnace,  at  Taunton,  where  he  also  remained  several 
years.  He  then  engaged  as  foreman  in  a  foundry  at 
Bourncville  (now  part  of  Fall  River)  for  two  years; 
then  he  went  to  Somerset  to  superintend  the  build- 
ing of  what  is  now  the  Co-operative  Foundry.  He 
occupied  that  position  for  two  yeara.  In  1855  he 
aud  Samuel  M.  Tinkham,  of  Taunton,  began  to  build 
the  foundry  in  Middleboro',  with  which  Mr.  Le 
Biirun  was  so  long  connected.  He  lived  in  Taunton 
until  the  autumn  of  1859;  then  he  purchased  the 
Ichabod  Thomas  place  in  Lakcville,  and  resided  there 
between  five  and  six  years,  when  he  removed  to 
Middleboro',  of  which  place  ho  was  ever  after  a 
resident.  This  firm  of  Tinkham  &  Le  Baron  con- 
tinued utitil   the  fall  of  1864.     Then  Mr.  Le  Barou 


purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Tinkham,  and  conducted 
the  rapidly-increasing  business  until  Jan.  1,  1884, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  sons,  J.  Baylies  and 
Eugene  P.,  who  formed  the  Le  Baron  Foundry 
Company,  which  is  now  doing  business. 

He  married,  first,  Aug.  16,  1811,  Keziah,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Keziah  (Rounds)  Baylies,  of  Taun- 
tou.  She  was  born  June  9,  1818,  and  died  Oct.  10, 
1861.  Their  children  were  Adelaide  (died  young), 
John  Baylies  (born  Jan.  24,  1845,  married  Lucy  S., 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Abigail  (Bisbee)  Lovell, 
and  has  three  children),  Maria  C.  (born  Jan.  18, 
1847,  married  Samuel  S.  Lovell,  has  three  children), 
Eugene  P.  (born  Jan.  16,  1849,  married,  first,  Lucy 
H.  Morrill;  she  died  in  1871,  leaving  one  child; 
second,  Georgiana  Loring,  of  Plympton,  who  has  one 
child),  Charles  H.  (died  young),  Clara  J.  (born  Jan. 
7,  1855,  married  George  R.  Sampson,  has  two  chil- 
dren), and  Harriet  J.  (died  young). 

Mr.  Le  Baron  married,  second,  Mary  J.,  daughter 
of  James  Chase,  a  native  of  Dighton,  who  survives 
him.  His  death  occurred  March  1,  1884.  Mr.  Le 
Baron  was  an  incorporator  and  director  in  the  Do- 
mestic Needle  Company,  and  its  successor.  Union 
Needle  Company,  of  which  he  owned  one-fourth  in- 
terest. He  was  one  of  the  trustees,  and  on  the  board 
of  investment  of  the  Middleboro'  Savings-Bank.  He 
owned  quite  an  amount  of  land,  laid  out  numerous 
village-lots,  and  erected  a  number  of  houses.  He 
was  the  originator  of  the  coal  business  in  Middle- 
boro'. Democratic  in  politics,  as  such  he  was  elected 
to  represent  Middleboro'  in  the  State  Legislature 
in  1875.  He  was  for  years  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  society,  one 
of  its  building  committee,  and  contributed  liberally 
to  build  the  present  church  edifice,  and  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  society.  He  united  with  the  church  in 
1877,  and,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  held  the 
offices  of  steward  and  trustee.  During  the  temper- 
ance reform  movement  he  was  active  in  its  support, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Assawampsett  Division, 
Sons  of  Temperance.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
prominent  member  of  Mayflower  Lodge  of  F.  and 
A.  M.,  Middleboro',  Sutton  Commandery,  and  Adon- 
iram  Chapter  of  New  Bedford.  Social,  cheerful 
in  disposition,  fond  of  hearing  and  narrating  good 
stories,  of  large  and  robust  physique,  and  positive 
nature,  Mr.  Le  Baron  threw  his  whole  .soul  into 
whatever  he  undertook.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
will-power  and  tremendous  energy  and  a  hard  worker, 
and  from  humble  beginnings,  by  his  own  exertions, 
acquired  a  handsome  competency.  Of  strong  integ- 
rity, he  was  noted  for  his  frankness  aud  candor ;  of  au 


1046 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


active  temperament,  earnest  and  impulsive,  sometimes  [ 
im])etuous,    but    always    sincere,    he   was    a    man    of  i 
marked  generosity  and  liberality  of  character.     As  a 
business  man  he  was  successful,  and  as  a  member  of 
society  respected  and  beloved. 


ELIJAH    E.    PERKINS    AND    DANIEL    SUMNEK    I'EU- 
KINS. 

ELIJ.A.U  E.  Perkins  is  of  good  old  Sason  stock, 
and  a  descendant  in  a  direct  line  from  one  of  the  first 
families  to  settle  in  Ipswich,  Mass.  Wc  find  in  early 
records  the  name  of  John  Perkins.  He  was  born  in 
1500,  at  Nervent,  Gloucester  County,  England,  and  i 
probably  came  in  the  "  Lion"  to  Boston,  February, 
1G31,  with  Roger  Williams.  He  had  three  sons,  John 
(2d),  who  was  a  commoner  in  1G41,  Jacob,  and 
Thomas,  all  of  whom  were  subscribers  to  Maj.  Dcnison's 
allowance  iu  1G48.  From  one  of  these  three  sons 
descended  Mark',  who  came  from  Ipswich  to  North 
Bridgcwater,  was  a  farmer,  married,  and  had  a  large 
family.  His  son,  Isaac,  born  about  1730,  settled  in 
North  Middleboro',  possessed  a  farm  of  a  hundred 
acres,  a  portion  of  which  is  now  liold  by  his  grandson, 
Elijah,  and  on  which  he  was  born  July  2-,  1804. 
Isaac  held  a  commissiou  in  the  old  French  war,  was  a 
deacon  for  many  years,  and  a  man  of  sound,  practical, 
common  sense.  He  married  Joanna  Edson,  of  North 
Bridgcwater,  and  died  in  1811,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one.  Tlieir  children  were  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob, 
Azel,  Asa,  Cyrus,  Joanna,  and  Sally.  (Cyrus  grad- 
uated at  Dartmouth  College,  and  was  a  distinguished 
physician  of  New  York  City.)  Azel  was  born  in 
1765,  received  a  common-school  education,  became  a 
farmer,  and  always  resided  on  the  old  homestead.  He 
married  Lucretia,  daughter  of  Deacon  Elijah  and 
Sarah  (Shaw)  Eaton,  of  JNIiddleboro'.  Deacon  Elijah 
Eaton's  second  wife  was  Thankful  Aldeu,  daughter  of 
Jolin  Aldeu*.  lie,  John  Alden,  was  a  very  religious 
man,  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  two  years  old,  and 
had  read  the  Bible  through  as  many  times  as  he  was 
years  old,  it  is  said,  and  could  tell  on  hcaritig  a  verse 
the  book  and  chapter  it  was  from,  and  continue  the 
quotation. 

The  children  of  Azel  and  Lucretia  (Ealoiij  Per- 
kius  were  eleven,  of  whom  Elijah  was  the  ninth,  and 
is  now  the  only  survivor.  Mr.  Azel  Perkins  was  a 
Ulan  of  medium  size  and  very  active,  steady,  indus- 
trious, and  quiet,  preferring  to  work  at  his  own  busi- 
ness than  to  take  office.  He  retained  his  activity  to 
old  age,  and  when  over  eighty  years  old  would  as  often 
run  to  his  barn  as  walk.  He  died  August,  1852, 
aged  eighty-seven. 


The  educational  advantages  of  farmers'  sons  in 
those  days  were  limited  to  the  winter  school  of  a  fiw 
montlis,  and  Elijah  attended  only  eight  weeks  duriu'^ 
each  year,  after  he  was  ten  years  old,  until,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  he  weut  to  Boston  in  1823,  and 
was  employed  a.s  clerk  for  two  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  North  Middleboro',  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  December,  1833,  Mr.  Perkins  married 
Elizabeth  Eddy  Hall,  daugliter  of  Asa  and  Lucy 
(Leach)  Hall,  of  llaynham.  They  have  had  si.^c  chil- 
dren,— Francis  H.,  born  Sept.  5,  1835,  died  July  12, 
1855;  Daniel  S.,  born  Sept.  4,  1837,  died  Oct,  22, 
1881  ;  Lucretia  E.,  born  Feb.  3,  1842  (married  Eiioeli 
Pratt,  had  one  child,  Miriam  E.,  and  diid  Nov.  2i>, 
1877)  ;  Cordana  E.,  born  Nov.  17,  1814  (married 
Harrison  Otis  Pratt,  Sept.  IG,  18G9,  has  one  son, 
Harry  Sumner,  and  resides  with  her  parents)  ;  Wil- 
liam Sawyer,  born  May  17,  1847,  died  Oct.  13,  18-l'.l ; 
Mary  S.,  born  July  G,  1852,  married  Benjamin  E. 
Holmes. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  shoe 
business,  having  in  1836  taken  a  contract  of  Setli 
Bryant,  of  East  Bridgcwater,  for  buttuujirig  shoe.-', 
took  many  apprentices,  and  continued  at  this  until  he 
had  bottomed  twenty-five  thousand  pairs.  In  1S4G 
he  started  on  his  own  account  as  a  manufacturer,  the 
first  in  Middleboro'  to  venture  in  this  line.  He  em- 
ployed only  half  a  dozen  men,  but  by  integrity  soun 
acquired  a  valuable  reputation  for  his  work,  ;iud  the 
business  steadily  increased.  Hard  working,  diligent, 
and  economical,  he  was  prospered.  Alone,  and  in 
company  with  others  fur  forty-five  years,  he  wa^  iden- 
tified with  every  stage  of  the  development  of  this 
great  itidustry  of  our  country.  In  18G0,  when  filty- 
six  years  of  age,  the  handsome  property  acquired  by 
long  years  of  hard  labor  was  swept  away  to  ihe  last 
dollar  by  the  wholesale  repudiation  of  their  Northern 
debts  by  Southerners,  when  they  attempted  to  secede 
from  the  Union.  Now  was  shown  the  value  of  a 
character  built  up  by  years  of  honest  dealinii,  perl'ect 
truthfulness,  and  strict  adherence  to  his  word.  Men 
who  had  known  him  long,  and  with  whom  he  was  ac- 
customed to  deal,  gave  him  the  material  aid  and 
credit  to  continue  in  his  business,  which,  under  the 
brisk  times  of  the  war,  surpassed  its  former  prosperity. 
In  18G5  he  admitted  his  son,  Daniel  S.,  in  partner- 
ship. The  business  had  increased  to  .-.uch  an  extent 
that  they  employed  sixty  operatives,  and  enjoyed  the 
reputation  of  making  as  good  goods  as  were  made, 
and  had  a  steady  New  England  trade.  The  new  firm 
was  E.  E.  Perkins  &  Son,  and  continued  so,  until  the 
death  of  Daniel  S.,  in  18^1,  of  typhoid  fever. 

Daniel    Sumner    Perkins,   who   died    in    the 
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prime  of  life,  was  a  diligent  laborer  and  an  industri- 
ous man  ;  deeming  the  secret  of  success  strict  atten- 
tion to  business,  he  overtasked  himself  and  sank 
benoatli  the  burden.  He  held  a  high  ideal  of  Chris- 
tianity, and,  although  a  sincere  Christian,  never  con- 
sidered hiiBself  worthy  to  belong  to  the  church  or- 
ganization. He  was  highly  esteemed,  and  his  death 
was  a  great  sorrow  to  his  aged  father  and  mother, 
and  to  a  great  number  of  appreciative  friends  who 
loved  him  for  his  worth  and  many  amiable  ([ualities. 
We  copy  the  following  as  an  instance  of  the  high 
place  he  occupied  among  his  fellow-citizens  : 

'•  WiiKiiEA.s,  It  liad  ijiciiaed  tbo  Aliuiglity  Father  of  Inlinito 
Mercy  to  remove  by  deatli  froru  our  nuiubcr  our  c:itecuie>.l  IrienU 
and  colleague,  D.  Sumner  Perkins,  be  it,  tlicrefore, 

"  llviiheJ/Vhiil  we  lament  bid  decease  socially  and  officially, 
because  bis  many  virtues  of  band,  mind,  and  heart  eiideitred 
hiui  to  us  ;  because  bis  suggestions  and  calm  counsels  were  in- 
dicative of  keen  observation,  patient  investigation,  and  careful 
deliberation. 

*'  Jii'.uh'cUf  That  we  bear  sacredly  in  mind  bis  uniform  amia- 
bility, sterling  worth,  unequivocal  integrity,  and  unswerving 
fidelity  to  correct  principles. 

^*  JCeioU'ctl,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  his 
honored  parcul."  as  an  expression  of  good  will  and  happy  mem- 
ory :  and  that  these  resolutions  hu  entered  upon  the  records  of 
Pratt  Free  School,  North  Middlehoro',  Nov.  25,  1S8I. 

"  ZtUULON    PllATT, 

"  AuuusTus  Phatt, 

"J.    K.    PUATT, 

•'  C.    C.    K.    PllATT. 

"  TnmteeH  of  Prutt  Free  Sdiuol.'* 

Mr.  Elijah  E.  Perkins  early  in  life  became  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational  Church  of  North 
Middleboro' (in  1831),  and  has  ever  since  been  a 
prominent  and  valued  member.  He  has  been  deacon 
for  nearly  thirty-four  years.  He  very  generously 
bore  the  expense  of  the  monument  erected  to  the 
memory  of  the  three  Indians, — James  Thomas,  Job 
Abanton,  and  Stephen  David,  who,  in  early  days 
(1750),  gave  "thirty-eight  acres  of  land  for  the  site 
of  church  edifice,  parsonage,  burying-ground,  and 
'  training-field,'  at  Titicut. 

Mr.  Perkins  has  always  resided  in  his  native  town, 
and  known  of  all  nieu,  is  universally  esteemed  for  his 
sterling  worth,  honesty  of  dealing,  integrity,  modesty, 
and  unostentation,  and  in  his  old  age,  with  the  com- 
petency his  faithful  labor  and  business  ability  of 
years  has  brought  him,  can  look  back  and  proudly 
say  that  not  one  dollar  has  been  acquired  unjustly. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  types  of  a  self-made  man  ;  has 
started  many  boys  on  the  same  road  he  has  trod,  and 
his  success  is  the  result  of  steady  industry,  careful 
economy,  business  thrift,  and  enterprise,  combined 
with  consistent  religious  principles,  reaching  over  a 
long   period  of  years.      He   has   never   had   time   to 


i  meddle  either  with  politics  or  speculation,  and  has 
i  refused  all  public  positions.      Whig  and   Republican 
ill   political  belief,  he  has  supported   by  his  influence 
and  votes  the  nominations  made  by  the.se  parties. 


SHADRACH  ATWOOD,  M.D. 

One  of  the  old  families  of  Plymouth  County  is  the 
.\twood  family,  and  from  its  representatives  of  the 
i  present  generation  we  can  select  no  more  worthy 
I  subject  for  illustration  or  biography  in  the  county's 
i  history  than  Dr.  Shadrach  Atwood,  now  a  resident  of 
I  Franklin,  Mass.  He  was  born  in  Carver,  May  17, 
1  1801.  His  parents  were  Francis  and  Elizabeth 
j  (Ward)  Atwoud.  His  grandfather,  Benjamin  Ward, 
was  prominent  in  the  Revolutionary  army  (see  biog- 
raphy of  George  Ward,  Lakeville),  and  his  grand- 
father, William  Atwood,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  same 
service.  Francis  Atwood  was  a  farmer,  and  in  1811 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Middleboro',  and  removed 
thither.  Shadrach  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-one,  having  advantages  of  education 
only  in  a  small  district  school  until  he  was  nineteen, 
when  be  attended  the  academy  at  South  Bridgewater. 
A  few  months  after  he  engaged  as  teacher  in  a 
district  school,  but,  becoming  actjuainted  with  a  new 
and  remarkably  successful  system  of  teaching  gram- 
mar, he  engaged  in  teaching  that  as  a  specialty  for 
some  time,  with  marked  results.  He  then  began  the 
study  of  Latin  preparatory  to  a  college  course,  and 
when  twenty-two  years  old  he  went  to  Amherst  and, 
after  some  preliminary  academical  study,  entered 
Amherst  College,  where  he  remained  about  eighteen 
months.  Here  he  made  rapid  progl■L•^s,  showing 
those  (|Ualities  of  determination  and  tenacity  of  pur- 
pose so  strongly  shown  in  his  entire  career,  and 
which,  when  a  mere  child,  caused  his  father  to  say, 
"  I  never  told  Shadrach  to  do  a  thing  which  he  did 
not  accomplish,  and  never  heard  him  say,  '  I  can't  do 
it.'  "  The  difficulties  with  which  Dr.  Atwood  had 
to  contend  in  preparing  for  the  work  of  life  wore  nei- 
ther few  nor  small.  But  these  adverse  circumstances 
did  not  crush  his  spirit,  nor  prevent  his  doing  and 
rising  in  the  world.  They  only  served  to  develop 
his  manhood,  to  bring  out  those  sterling  i|ualitios 
which  constitute  a  truly  noble  character,  as  they 
always  do  in  every  genuine  man.  About  1825  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Arad  Thomp- 
son, of  Middleboro',  but  after  a  few  months  went  to 
Boston,  and  attended  three  courses  of  lectures  at 
Harvard  Medical  School,  becoming  also  a  student  in 
the   office  and  assisting  in   the  practice  of  the  cele- 
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biateJ  Dr.  Wioslow  Lewis.  He  made  good  use  of 
the  opportunities  afforded  him,  and  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  in  February,  1830.  He  soon  com- 
menced his  long  and  successful  medical  practice  by 
establishing  himself  at  Marlboro',  whence,  after  eigh- 
teen months'  time,  he  removed  to  Bellingham,  wlicre 
he  was  located  for  several  years.  In  1830  or  1S3T 
he  changed  his  residence  to  Franklin,  which,  with 
temporary  absences,  has  been  liis  home  to  the  present. 

In  1878  he  gave  up  active  practice  and  retired 
after  a  professional  career  of  success  and  profit  of 
nearly  half  a  century.  He  built  up  a  large  prac- 
tice, was  active,  energetic,  and  won  many  friends. 
Hi.s  nature  is  positive,  and  from  peculiar  circum- 
stances he  was  early  thrown  entirely  on  his  owu  re- 
sources in  his  profession,  and  developed  self-reliance, 
care,  and  close  observation — almost  minute — of  all 
his  cases.  He  was  remarkable  for  his  skill  in  diag- 
nosing disease,  and  very  successful  iu  his  treatment. 
He  made  liis  profession  his  life-work,  and  gave  to  it 
all  tlie  strength  of  his  manhood  and  the  vigor  of  his 
nature.  In  ISGG  he  removed  to  Wretitham,  where 
he  resided  four  years.  He  then  returned  to  Frank- 
lin, and  while  some  of  his  goods  had  been  conveyed 
thither  an  incendiary  fire  burned  the  house  in  Wren- 
tham,  with  his  library,  books  of  account,  and  much 
other  valuable  property.  Notwithstanding  these  and 
other  reverses,  he  is  to-day  one  of  Franklin's  sub- 
stantial citizens.  In  polities,  in  early  life,  he  was  an 
Old-Line  Whig,  departing  from  the  Democratic  prin- 
ciples of  his  fathers,  but  after  the  dissolution  of  tlie 
Wliig  party  he  afiiliated  with  tlie  Democratic  party, 
and  has  since  supported  it  and  its  candidates.  In 
1847  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  town  of  Frank- 
lin in  the  State  Legislature  by  an  unprecedented 
majority,  and  while  in  the  Legislature  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  securing  the  charter  for  the  Norfolk 
County  Railroad  (an  extension  of  the  railroad  from 
Walpolo  to  Blackstoue),  which  gave  railroad  facilities 
to  Franklin,  and  marked  a  new  era  in  its  growth  and 
pro>i)erity.  Of  this  road  he  was  one  of  the  iTicor- 
porators.  He  was  at  one  time  a  director  of  the  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Savings-Bank,  of  Franklin. 

He  married,  first,  Nov.  28,  1832,  Mrs.  Ruth  M. 
Pond,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Ruth  (iVIakepeace) 
Snow  (she  died,  leaving  no  offspring,  Nov.  7, 18ti2)  ; 
second,  Nov.  27,  1872,  Charlotte  M.,  daughter  of 
Walter  Harris  and  Sally  A.  (Hawkins)  Gay. 

Dr.  Atwood  hu.s  stood  high  among  his  professional 
brethren  ;  has  honored  his  domestic  relations,  his 
social  and  official  obligations,  and  enjoys  the  esteem 
of  a  large  and  honorable  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 


THOMAS   WESTON. 

Thomas  Weston,  of  Middleboro',  was  the  fifth 
generation  from  Edmund  Weston,  who  came  to  Plym- 
outh from  England  in  the  "  Ann  and  Elizabeth"  in 
the  year  163G.  He  was  born  March  20,  1770,  in 
that  part  of  the  town  called  Warrentown. '  His  father, 
Edmund  Weston,  was  a  gentleman  much  respected 
and  a  man  of  influence.  In  Revolutionary  times  he 
kept  a  hotel  in  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
his  son.  Col.  Thomas  Weston.  He  was  very  pro- 
nounced in  his  opinions  against  the  tyranny  of  the 
crown,  and  did  luuch  towards  rousinLr  the  patriotism 
of  Middleboro'  in  those  exciting  times.  He  hud  six 
children,  the  youngest  being  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Iu  his  early  youth  he  was  quiet,  studious,  and 
thoughtful.  Of  a  naturally  weak  constitution,  he 
was  not  much  inclined  to  outdoor  sports,  but  very 
early  showed  a  fondness  for  books.  Although  books 
were  then  comparatively  few,  he  eagerly  mastered  all 
that  came  within  his  reach.  Schools  were  rare  and 
expensive,  and  taught  only  by  private  teachers.  Such 
was  the  poverty  of  the  country  towns  in  the  years  of 
the  Revolution  and  those  immediately  following  that 
few  men  could  afford  the  expense  of  a  schooling  for 
their  children.  His  father,  although  owning  his 
farm,  could  do  but  little  for  his  youngest  son.  He, 
however,  sent  him  to  the  school  taught  by  Ahnor 
Alden,  the  author  of  "  Alden's  Spelling-Bouk,"  for 
six  weeks.  One  week's  more  schooling  under  "  Mas- 
ter" Asapha  Churchill  was  all  that  he  ever  had.  His 
early  advantages  were  thus  limited,  but  his  habits  of 
thought  and  reading  formed  at  home  on  the  farm 
ever  followed  him,  and  early  manhood  found  him 
with  a  broad  knowledge  of  affairs  and  a  general  in- 
formation surpassed  by  few.  This,  with  his  rare 
knowledge  of  men,  his  uniform  affability,  and  strong 
cotumon  sense,  gave  him  in  after-life  the  great  influ- 
ence he  exerted  in  business  circles  and  in  the  politics 
of  the  State.  Although  under  the  tuition  of  .Master 
Alden  for  so  short  a  time,  the  latter  regarded  him  as 
a  promising  young  man,  and  soon  after  recommended 
him  as  a  "  tit  person  to  instruct  youth,"  and  lor  a  few 
years  before  and  after  his  majority  his  services  wore 
sought  after  as  a  teacher  in  schools,  where  he  seemed 
to  have  considerable  success. 

But  the  teaching  of  private  schools  was  not  to  his 
mind,  and  in  1794,  taking  what  little  money  he  had 
saved  and  a  small  sum  that  he  was  enabled  to  borrow 
from  a  friend,  he  leased  a  blast  furnace  in  Carver, 
called  Pope's  Point  Furnace,  with  the  store  connected 
with  it,  resolving  that  he  would  be  a  business  man. 
In  the  revival  of  business  after  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
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lution  the  iron  interests  were  the  first  to  feel  its 
effects,  and  at  that  time  in  Middleboro',  Carver,  Ware- 
ham,  and  Rochester  were  many  blast  furnaces  for  the 
smelting  of  iron  and  the  casting  of  hollow-ware.  His 
enterprise,  his  thorough  business  habits,  his  honesty, 
and  his  general  good  nature  made  his  business  suo- 
cessful,  and  after  remaining  there  four  years  he  re- 
moved to  Middleboro',  having  amassed  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  for  those  times. 

About  the  year  1798  he  purchased  a  portion  of  the 
estate  at  Muttock  before  Revolutionary  times  owned 
by  Peter  Oliver,  chief  justice  of  the  highest  King's 
Court  in  the  colony.  A  few  years  later  he  purchased 
the  remaining  portion  of  it.  Judge  Oliver  used  to 
make  this  place  his  summer  residence,  and  it  was  re- 
garded as  the  finest  estate  in  the  colonies.  The  bom- 
bardment of  Boston  was  heard  by  him  at  Oliver 
Hall,  and  at  night  be  and  his  family  hurriedly  left 
town,  leaving  everything  in  the  house  except  their 
silver  plate.  He  never  returned,  and  the  place  was 
afterwards  sold  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  sell 
confiscated  property  of  Royalists  to  Jesse  Bryant,  of 
whom  Mr.  Weston  purchased  a  portion  of  the  estate. 

He  was  married  to  Abigail  Doggett,  a  daughter  of 
Simeon  Doggett,  Sept.  30,  1798,  and  resided  from 
that  time  until  his  death  upon  this  estate,  in  the 
mansion  built  by  Judge  Oliver  for  his  son.  The 
house  is  still  standing,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Weston  was  owned  and  occupied  by  the  late  Earl 
Sproat.  This  house  was  full  of  historic  associations. 
Here  Governor  Hutchinson  and  Thomas  and  Andrew 
Oliver  used  to  pass  their  summers.  Here  Franklin 
stopped  some  time  while  passing  through  the  colony. 
Hero  were  welcomed  illustrious  guests  from  Old  Eng- 
land on  their  tour  through  the  New  England,  and 
here  were  planned  and  discussed  some  of  the  odious 
measures  to  subdue  the  rebellious  colonists. 

At  the  time  he  purchased  a  portion  of  the  works 
at  JIuttock,  including  the  forge  and  a  large  interest 
in  the  grist-mill,  saw-mill,  and  rolling  or  slitting-mill, 
as  it  was  then  called.  The  business  of  these  works, 
with  a  .store,  which  he  continued  until  his  death,  be- 
came quite  extensive  for  those  times.  These  works 
were  formerly  owned  and  carried  on  by  Judge  Oliver, 
and  the  rolling-mill  was  the  second  built  in  America. 
One  important  branch  of  his  business  was  the  making 
of  wrought  nails.  The  forge  and  rolling-mill  were 
for  the  purpose  of  making  nail-rods.  These  were 
taken  by  farmers  and  others  and  hammered  into  nails 
of  the  required  length  and  size.  At  that  time  this 
business  gave  employment  to  a  large  number  of  men 
in  this  and  adjoining  towns.  In  the  early  part  of  his 
busine.->s  at  Muttock,  Geo.  Abiel  Washburn  was  asso- 


ciated with  him,  and  after  that  his  son.  Col.  Thomas 
Weston,  who  continued  with  him  until  his  death. 
This  once  large  and  profitable  business,  however,  was 
supplanted  in  a  few  years  after  his  death  by  the  in- 
vention of  the  nail-machine.  Now,  here  and  there, 
upon  the  county  farms  the  little  nail-shops  may  still 
be  seen  as  monuments  of  a  departed  industry.  He 
always  had  a  large  store  at  Muttock.  During  this 
period  of  his  life  he  carried  on  a  forge  and  store  at 
the  Fresh  Meadows.  He  was  interested  in  the  cotton- 
mill  known  as  the  Upper  Factory  in  Middleboro',  and 
quite  largely  interested  in  shipping  at  Wareham. 

In  1809  he  was  almost  unanimously  chosen  as  a 
representative  to  the  General  Court,  and  reelected  for 
five  successive  years.  In  1815  and  1816  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  elected  to  the  House 
again  in  1819.  In  1820  he  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts. From  1823  to  1827  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Governor's  Council.  He  was  a  warm  personal 
friend  of  Governor  Eustis;  with  him  on  the  Gov- 
ernor's Council  was  Marcus  Morton,  afterwards  Gov- 
ernor. In  public  life  for  twenty-five  years,  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  men  of  his  time  was  unusually 
large,  and  his  general  information,  his  sterling  char- 
acter, his  strong  common  sense,  his  uniform  polite- 
ness, gave  him  a  great  influence  upon  the  politics  and 
men  of  his  time.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
although  living  at  a  time  when  party  politics  were 
more  bitter  than  at  any  other  period  of  our  political 
history,  such  was  the  esteem  with  which  he  was  re- 
garded in  his  native  town  that,  when  he  would  con- 
sent to  be  a  candidate  for  an  oflBce,  in  addition  to  the 
vote  of  his  own  party,  he  usually  received  more  votes 
from  the  opposite  party  than  their  own  nominee. 

In  1822  he  was  nominated  for  Congress,  at  a  time 
when  a  nomination  by  his  party  was  equivalent  to  an 
election,  but  declined  on  account  of  his  business, 
which  was  then  quite  extensive,  and  the  Hon.  Aaron 
Hobart  was  elected  in  his  stead. 

In  1828  tiie  old  Court  of  Sessions,  which  had  come 
down  as  one  of  the  famous  tribunals  of  the  olden 
lime,  was  abolished,  and  a  new  Court  of  County  Com- 
missioners established  in  its  place.  Mr.  Weston  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Lincoln  as  its  chairman,  with 
Jared  Whitman,  of  Abington,  and  John  Cullamorc, 
of  Scituate,  as  associates,  which  office  he  held  unlil 
his  death.  At  that  time  this  was  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  important  offices  in  the  county,  and  his  ap- 
pointment was  regarded  as  most  fit.  The  members 
of  this  court  took  the  title  of  judges,  as  did  those  of 
the  old  Court  of  Sessions,  which  title  followed  them 
for  many  years  after.      With  the  change  of  name  of 
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the  court  came  other  changes  in  its  practice  and 
modes  of  procedure,  wiiich  were  largely  of  his  sug- 
gestion. Altliough  not  a  lawyer,  he  had  a  judicial 
mind,  and  was  well  read  iu  the  principles  of  common 
law.  He  was  couscieotious  in  liis  decisions,  always 
endeavoring  to  do  exact  justice  to  all  parties.  He 
presided  with  dignity,  and  his  court  had  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  the  entire  county. 

He  died,  after  a  ohort  illness,  June  17,  ISo-i,  in 
the  .-ixty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  died  Aug. 
11.  1830.  He  had  nine  children, — Col.  Thomas 
Weston,  of  Middleboro',  being  the  only  surviving 
child.  In  lSo4  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Deborah  Hathaway,  of  Freetown. 

Judge  Weston  was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school, 
dignified  but  always  courteous  and  polite.  Of  Pil- 
grim stock,  he  inherited  their  sterling  (jualities, 
softened  by  Christian  culture  aud  the  amenities  of 
society.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  character  and  firm 
principles,  .scorning  everything  mean  or  dishonest. 
As  a  merchant  he  was  enterprising,  careful,  and  of 
exact  business  habits.  His  word  was  always  as  good 
as  his  bond.  His  judgment  on  the  ordinary  matters 
of  life  was  much  sought  after  by  his  acquaintances, 
and  the  value  of  his  strong,  common  sense  early 
recognized.  He  was  very  happy  in  his  domestic  life, 
with  a  large  family  of  children,  most  of  whom  he  lived 
to  .^ee  grow  to  manhood  and  womanhood  and  comfort- 
ably .settled  in  life.  His  house  was  always  open,  and 
he  entertained  with  a  generous  hospitality.  His  wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  brought  many 
prominent  men  to  his  door,  and  rarely  a  day  passed 
iu  the  latter  part  of  his  life  without  the  presence  of 
some  one  as  his  guest.  His  wife,  a  lady  of  culture, 
presided  with  a  quiet  dignity  over  his  household,  and 
lier  rare  conversational  powers  added  much  to  the 
pleasure  of  his  guests.  He  was  early  identified  with 
the  First  Church  of  Middleboro',  and  was  one  of  its 
strongest  supporters.  The  great  objects  of  Christian 
charity  and  benevolence,  that  in  his  time  were  just 
coming  into  existence,  he  warmly  espoused,  and 
seemed  fully  to  appreciate  the  great  work  they  were 
about  to  do,  and  the  strong  hold  they  would  ulti- 
mately obtain  upon  the  Christian  world. 


WILLIAM  W.  COJISTOCK,  M.D. 

William  W.  Comstock,  M.D.,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  physicians  of  Plymouth  County,  was  born  iu 
Smithfield,  R.  I.,  March  "23,  ISOl,  and  was  the  son 
of  Dr.  Ezekiel  and  Mary  (Whipple)  Comstock.  He 
Was  a  birthright   Quaker,  aud   both   his   paternal  and 


maternal  ancestors  were  of  noble  and  distinguished 
families.  The  Comstoeks  trace  their  origin  back 
through  England  and  the  Norman  Conquest  to  the 
sixth  century  in  Germany,  where  Baron  von  Kom- 
stock,  the  first  recorded  progenitor,  was  a  large  land- 
holder. His  maternal  grandfather  wa.s  ComoKjdore 
Abraham  Whipple,  United  States  navy,  from  whose 
flag-ship  "  Providence,"  under  his  command,  was  tired 
the  first  gun  against  the  British,  thus  leading  off  in 
the  gallant  efforts  to  dispute  England'.-,  supremacy  on 
lier  favorite  element.  Bold,  daring,  aud  intrepid,  he 
enjoyed  the  friendship  and  companionship  of  Paul 
Jones,  Franklin,  and  Washington,  and  in  some  respects 
was  the  most  remarkable  of  the  naval  officers  of  the 
Revolution.  His  first  cruise  was  probably  never  ex- 
celled in  naval  history,  appearing  more  like  romance 
than  reality.  Its  prize  money  amounted  tn  over  one 
million  dollars.  The  most  eccentric  and  daring  of  his 
exploits  was  in  July,  1779,  when  he  eucouutered  the 
homeward  bound  Jamaica  fleet  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  sail,  convoyed  by  several  British  men-of-war, 
among  them  a  seventy-four  gun-ship.  Commodore 
Whipple  concealed  his  guns,  joined  the  fleet  as  if  one 
of  their  number,  and  sailed  in  their  company  for 
several  days,  each  night  capturing  a  vessel,  which  he 
manned  with  a  prize  crew,  who  steered  to  a  different 
point  of  the  compass,  so  as  to  be  out  of  sigiit  of  the 
fleet  in  the  morning.  Prom  this  fleet  hecuptured  ten 
richly-laden  vessels,  eight  of  which  arrived  in  Ameri- 
can ports.  This  gallant  officer  died  at  Marietta,  Ohio, 
in  1819,  aged  eiglity-five  years.  Upon  his  monument 
is  this  inscription  : 

**  Saercd  tu  the  memory  of  Commodore  Abi;ih;iiii  Whipple, 
whose  name,  skill,  and  courage  will  ever  reiiiuin  tlie  priile  utid 
boiiat  of  hia  country.  In  the  lute  KevoluLion  he  was  the  hrst 
10  hurl  ilelianee  at  proud  Britain,  gallantly  leading  the  way  to 
wreat  from  the  mistresa  of  the  ocean  her  sceptre,  and  tliere  to 
wave  tliu  star-spangled  banner.  He  also  itondurted  to  the  sea 
the  lirdt  square-rigged  vessel  ever  built  on  the  Ohio,  opening  to 
commerce  resources  beyond  calculation. " 

Commodore  Whipple  had  two  daughters,  Katha- 
rine and  Mary.  Katharine  married  Col.  Ebenezer 
Sproat,  of  Middleboro'.  Col.  Sproat  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Ohio,  acquiring  by  his  bravery  much 
honor,  was  called  "  Buckeye"  Sproat,  and  it  is  said 
that  by  him,  and  through  him,  Ohio  received  the  ap- 
pellatiou  of  the  "  Buckeye  State."  Dr.  Couistoek 
studied  medicine  with  his  father,  a  prominent  phy.^i- 
cian,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  prul'essioii  in 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  but  removed  to  Buckfield.  Me., 
about  1829.  He  soon  developed  those  qualities  of  a 
successful  physician  for  which  he  afterwards  was  so 
noted,  and  made  many  and  warm  friends,  among  the 
most  intimate  of  wiiom  was  the  father  of  ex-Governor 
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John  D.  Lon;;,  of  Massacliuselts,  and  was  elected  to 
veprosciit  Buckfield  one  year  in  the  State  Legislature. 
Ill  1845  he  removed  to  Wrentliam,  Mass.,  where  he 
built  up  a  fine  practice.     Previously,  in  1826,  he  had 
married  Saba,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sally  Sturte- 
vant,  of  Middleboro'.     Otie  of  tlie  oldest  physicians 
in  Middleboiu',  and  of  one  of  its  most  reputable  fami- 
lies  (which,  however,   have  ceased    to  exist   in    the 
towuj,  was  Dr.  Thomas  Sturtevant.    He  had  a  lucra- 
tive practice,  and   was  highly  esteemed   in   the  com- 
munity, living;  to  a  hale  old    ay;(^     He  had  .several 
son.s,    among    them    Thumus    (father  of  Saba)    and 
George,  also  a  prominent  physician,  but  who  died  in 
the  prime  of  life.     In  1S51,  at  the  time  of  the  last 
illnos  of  Dr.  George  Sturtevant,  Dr.  Uomstock  vis- 
ited  him  and  treated  him,  and,  after  his  death,  re- 
ceived an   urgent  invitation  to  settle  in  Middleboro', 
which  lie  did.      From  1852  until  his  death,  Oct.  20, 
1S7S,  Dr.  Comstock  was  one  of  the  leading,  most  ac- 
tive, and  successful  physicians  in  Plymouth   County. 
His  practice  was  extensive,  and  his  advice  as  counsel 
was  sought  by  the  best  practitioners  from  Province- 
town   to  Providence.     He  was  ever  an  enthusiastic 
and  hard-working  member  of  his  profession.     Always 
a  student,  he  kept  pace  with   the  rapid  advances  and 
discoveries  of  medical  science.     He  had   many  stu- 
dents,   the    first    being   Dr.   Thaddeus    Cushman,  of 
Randol])h,  Mass.     These  have  done  credit  to  his  in- 
structions, and  among  them  we  name  Dr.  George  F. 
Bigeluw,   Boston  ;   Dr.   Abiel  W.   Nelson,  New   Lon- 
don,  Couu. ;   Dr.   N.   M.   Tribou  (deceased),  Mystic, 
Conn. ;   Dr.    George    W.    Snow,    Newburyport ;    Dr. 
Albert   Sprague,   and     Dr.    H.    Willard,    Providence, 
11.  I. ;   Dr.  Benjamin   F.  Wil.son,  New  Bedford  ;   Dr. 
Henry    U.   Sproat,  of   Assonet ;    Dr.   J.  G.   Cowell, 
Wrentham,  Mass.;  and  Dr.  George  L.  Ellis,  Middle- 
boro' (formerly  assistant  physician  of  Taunton  Insane 
Asylum).     Dr.  Comstock  was  a  member  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical   Society,  of  which   he  was   coun- 
cillor for  many   years  ;  a   prominent  member  of  the 
American   Medical  Society,  of  which   he  was  a  dele- 
gate from  Massachusetts  to  its  annual  meeting  at  De- 
troit,     lie  was  also  a  member  of  the  Bristol  South 
District    Medical    Society.      His    personal    character 
was  the  very  purest,  his   manner  was   winning  and 
gracious,  his   life  was.  one  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
and  in  his  record  of  seventy-seven  years  he  left  the 
testimony  of  an  honest  and  conscientious  man.     This 
motto,  which   he  had  printed  on  slips  for  his  grand- 
children, will  serve  to  indicate  his  nature, — '■  Power 
of  Thought  is  the  only  true  measure  of  Intellect,  as 
Force  of  Principle  is  the  only  true  measure  of  Moral 
Greatness." 


A  strong  friend,  a  beloved  and  faithful  physician, 
(  he  maintained,  by  his    daily  walk   and  aciion.s,  and 
I  with  an  unfailing  courtesy,  the  dignity  of  a  true  gen- 
'  tleraan  of  the  old  school.     The  children  of  Dr.  Com- 
stock were  William  E.  (a  very  promising  youth,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen),  Adelia  B.  (married  F. 
1  P.   Mulvey,    merchant,   of   Chicago,   and    has    three 
I  children, — William  C,  Caroline  B.,  and   Fannie   L. ), 
Katherine  A.,  and  Agnes  (who  married  Dr.  Nahum 
j  M.  Tribou,  of   Middleboro'.      Dr.  Tribou   settled  at 
!  Mystic,  Conn.,  where,  after  a  few  years'  residence,  he 
died,  leaving  two  children,  a  son,  Nahum   M.   (wlio 
I  furnishes  the  accompanying  portrait  of  Dr.  Com.-itock ), 
I  and  a  daughter,   Mary  C.,  who  married   Dr.   Henry 
I  Scudder  Drake,  of  Westboro'.     They  have  one  child, 
!  Agnes  K.).      At  a  meeting  held  by  the  councillors  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  the  following  was 
[  adopted : 

I  "The  Maaaachuaetta  Medical  Society  liavin;-,  by  tlic  ilcath  of 
the  late  Dr.  William  W.  Cuiuatocic,  lost  an  a^ed  and  one  uf  its 
must  honored  uiembera,  who  was  for  many  yeara  an  associate  of 
this  body,  we  deem  it  juat  and  fitting  tu  place  ujiun  record  otir 
recognition  of  his  virtuea  and  abilities.  Tbruugli  all  bis  long 
and  arduous  career  of  service  in  a  noble  and  humane  profession, 
j  it  is  not  too  much  to  aay  that,  by  untiring  devotion  lo  medical 
[  duty,  by  the  constant  exercise  of  care,  patience,  fiilclity,  and 
I  skill  in  the  daily  exercise  of  a  pursuit  so  important  to  humanity, 
and  by  his  unvarying  kindness  and  courtesy  to  hi.s  medical 
brethren,  he  illustrated  the  best  qualities  of  a  physician  and 
earned  the  increasing  respect  and  linal  reverence  of  the  pi-ofes- 
slon.and  that  crown  of  a  good  man's  life,  the  love  and  gratitude 
of  the  community  which  witnessetl  ami  were  bcncliied  by  his 
life  and  tabors.  He  was  a  wise,  benevolent,  euiiscientious,  ami 
public-spirited  man  and  citizen,  whose  example  and  inllucnce 
were  beneficent  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  whose  memory 
will  be  gratefully  cherished.  It  is  to  the  high  lioiiur  of  our 
|}roftfssion,  us  it  is  an  incentive  to  a  just  ambition,  that,  in  each 
generation  and  in  every  community  such  men  arc  found,  who 
are  venerable,  not  in  years  only,  but  in  the  long  and  amply- 
bestowed  respect  and  conKdeace  of  their  follow-mcn." 

One  of  the  councillors.  Dr.  D.  H.  Storer,  a  personal 
friend  of  Dr.  Comstock,  in  a  speech  expressing  grati- 

I  fication  at  this  resolution,  gave  him  this  noble  tribute  : 

I  "  From  an  acquaintance,  u  friendship  of  more  than 
forty  years,  I  shall  ever  associate  with  his  memory 
perfect  professional    integrity."     Dr.  Dweiiey   writes 

'.  thus  of  him  :  "  Although  having  responsibility  of  a 
large  and  widespread  country  practice  on  his  hand.s, 
he  nearly  always  managed  to  be  present  at  the  county 
and  State  meetings  of  the  societies,  often  riding  late 
at  night  and  before  dawn  to  accomplish  it.  .  .  .  He 
was  truly  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  strictly  punc- 
tilious in  every  duty,  calm  and  considerate,  affable  and 

j  polite,  though  firm  and  positive  in  his  convictions,  and 
no  person  ever  failed  to  receive  his  services  by  day  or 
night  on  account  of  being  too  poor  to  recompeu.se 
him."     He  died  with  his  armor  on,  only  ceasing  lu3 
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labors  with  hia  last  short  illness.  His  virtues  are 
cherished  as  a  valuable  le.Liauy  by  his  posterity,  and 
a-iserc  for  him  an  honorable  place  in  the  records  of 
the  community  adorned  by  his  life. 


H.  S.  B.  SMITH,  M.D. 

Henry  Sutton  Burgess  Smith,  M.D.,  son  of  Perley 
Denuison  Smith  and  Louisa  Burgess,  his  wife,  comes 
from  early  New  England  families  on  both  paternal  I 
and  maternal  sides,  and  was  born  in  Bridgetoo,  Me.,  | 
July  IZ,  18;i8.  i 

Thomas  Smith  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Gloucester,  and  a  proprietor.  He  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  was,  in  1645,  one  of  the 
king'.s  commissioners.  From  him  and  hia  three  sons 
(one  of  whom,  Thomas,  settled  in  Ipswich)  de- 
scended the  most  of  the  Smiths  in  Northeastern 
Massachusetts.  A  direct  descendant  from  him  in 
the  fifth  generation  was  Isaiah  Smith,  who  was  born 
about  177-1,  married  Mary  Chapman,  of  one  of  the 
early  families  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  aud  in  1S03  drove 
his  own  team  of  oxen  from  Ipswich  to  his  new  home 
in  a  forest  wilderness  (now  Bridgeton),  in  the  then 
district  of  Maine.  Hardy,  resolute,  and  energetic, 
he  was  well  calculated  to  endure  the  toils  and  pri- 
vations of  pioneer  life,  and  by  his  exertions  aud  in- 
dustry transformed  the  wilduess  of  the  woods  into 
a  pleasant  and  productive  farm.  He  built  a  large 
house  and  barns,  which  are  yet  standing.  He  had 
mucli  to  do  with  public  affairs  in  the  new  settlement, 
and  was  captain  of  the  militia.  Of  his  eleven  chil- 
dren eight  were  born  in  Muiac.  He  died  in  1845, 
aged  seventy-one  years.  He,  in  common  with  his 
neighbors,  was  imbued  largely  with  the  importance 
of  education,  and  even  during  the  first  years  of  their 
Settlement  they  had  established  an  academy.  Perley, 
his  sou,  was  born  May  1,  1805,  received  an  academic 
education,  "  aud  was  distinguished  as  a  mathema- 
tician." He  married,  in  November,  1832,  Louisa, 
daughter  of  Joshua  Burgess,  of  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born,  April  25,  1813.  Mr. 
Smith  settled  on  a  farm  near  his  lather's,  and  united 
the  avocations  of  laud-surveyor  and  farmer.  His 
death  occurred  Nov.  16,  184G,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one.  He  had  four  children, — Isaiah  P.,  Henry  S.  B., 
Andrew  11.  G.,  and  Joshua  V.  The  eldest  was  ten 
yeai-s  aud  the  youngest  only  fourteen  months  old  at 
tin;  time  of  their  father's  death.  The  mother  devel- 
oped qualities  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  Her 
strong  maternal  love  kept  the  children  together  in  aa 
unbroken    iiomecircle,   and    by    her    care,   diligence, 


and  energy  she  brought  from  the  new,  rough,  and 
slightly-improved  farm  the  means  to  carry  her  chil- 
dren through  college.  How  this  was  done  only  she 
and  the  All-Seeing  One  could  tell.  She  worked  early 
and  late,  planned,  managed,  and  contrived.  Per.sonal 
comfort  and  luxuries  were  things  not  even  to  be 
dreamed  of,  and  she  infused  her  spirit  into  her  chil- 
dren, and  also  the  dauntless  Christian  faith  and 
strength  which  sustained  her  under  all  her  depriva- 
tions atid  exhausting  labors,  so  that  they  cheerfully 
aided  her  in  all  ways.  She  lived  to  see  them  well 
educated  and  college  graduates,  her  death  occurring 
in  1872.  They  all  graduated  at  Bowdoin  College, — 
Isaiah  in  1858,  Henry  in  ISGl,  Andrew  in  lSti3,  and 
Joshua  in  1867.  Isaiah  became  a  Congregationalist 
clergyman,  and  settled  in  Worcester.  Andrew  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.D.  from  Dartmouth  College 
in  1866,  and  located  at  Whitesville,  Mo.  He  has 
held  prominent  public  positions,  served  one  term  as 
State  senator,  was  re-elected,  but  was  "counted  out" 
on  technicalities,  the  certificate  of  election  being  given 
to  another.  He  brought  suit  against  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  the  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  deci.^ion 
of  the  board,  and  he  served  a  second  term  as  senator. 
Joshua  graduated  at  Maine  Medical  ScIiodI  in  1871, 
became  a  resident  of  Richmond,  Me.,  where  he  prac- 
ticed medicine  until  1875,  when  he  moved  to  Mel- 
rose, Mass.,  where  he  now  resides. 

His  older  brother,  while  a  youth,  was  I'eeblf,  and 
Henry  early  became  the  active  helper  of  his  mother 
and  leader  in  the  farm  work.  Winter  aud  summer 
he  was  engaged  in  either  cutting  the  massive  hem- 
lock-trees into  saw-logs,  stripping  the  bark  fur  sale  to 
tanneries,  hauling  the  logs  to  mill,  or  putting  in 
or  gathering  the  crops.  Before  he  was  tlfteen 
years  old  he  had  many  a  day  done  a  man's  work, 
laboring  from  early  dawn  till  long  past  sunset.  In 
such  circuoistances  and  with  such  a  mother  it  is  not 
strange  that  he  should  improve  to  the  utmost  his 
educational  advantages.  He  entered  Bowdoin  Col- 
lege in  1857,  aud  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1861. 
After  graduation  he  became  a  teacher  in  Brunswick, 
Me.,  and  was  principal  of  both  the  grammar  and 
high  schools.  While  teaching  he  studied  medicine. 
aud  in  1864  had  attained  so  much  kuuwicdge  of  that 
profession  that,  after  passing  an  examination  fur  that 
purpose,  he  was  commissioned,  April  20,  1804,  as- 
sistant-surgeon Thirty-second  llegiment  Maine  Vol- 
unteers, aud  at  once  accompanied  his  regiment  tu 
Virginia.  They  immediately  went  to  the  I'roiit,  and 
participated  in  the  bloody  battles  on  the  James, 
i  Petersburg,  Cold  Harbor,  and  the  Wilderness.  At 
i  the  close  of  the  war,  July  26,  1865,  he  was  mustered 
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out  of  service,  and  returned  to  Maine,  where  he  at- 
tended a  course  of  lectures  at  Berkshire  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  received  his  diploma  of  M.D.  from  that 
institution  Nov.  8,  1865.  Siiortly  after  beginning 
the  practice  of  medicine  he  located  at  Bowdoinham, 
Me.,  whore  he  built  up  a  large  and  successful  prac- 
tice, and  remained  until  Nov.  1,  1878. 

The  hard  labor  which  had  devolved  upon  him  in 
his  youth  hud  undermined  his  constitution,  and  the 
extreme  changes  of  the  harsh  climate  of  Maine  de- 
veloped pulmonic  disease,  which  necessitated  a  change 
of  rcsiJunce.  The  death  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Comstock 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  a  change  by  opening 
a  field  in  Middleboro',  and  Dr.  Smith  established 
himself  here  Nov.  1,  1878.  He  married,  Aug.  2l), 
1862,  Ophelia,  daughter  of  Jason  and  Mary  J. 
(Cheney)  Ripley,  born  in  Hillsboro',  N.  H.  Their 
surviving  children  are  Owin  Ripley  and  Arthur 
Vincent.  During  his  residence  in  Middleboro',  Dr. 
Smith  has  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
He  devotes  his  time  entirely  to  his  profession,  is  a 
diligent  student,  and  keeps  pace  with  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  medical  science.  He  was  formerly  a  mem- 
ber of  Sagadahoc  County  (Maine)  Medical  Society 
and  always  in  some  official  position  connected  there- 
with, and  for  some  years  was  its  president.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  South  Bristol  Medical  Society, 
Masssachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  American  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  attends  their  meetings. 

Dr.  Smith  is  congregational  in  religious  belief  and 
Republican  in  politics.  He  holds  membership  in 
Village  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Bowdoinham,  Me., 
and  St.  Paul's  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Brunswick, 
Me.  Popular  in  his  profession,  of  kind  and  winning 
manners,  and  of  strong  sociality.  Dr.  Smith  holds  a 
high  place  in  the  regards  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


1838.    On  leaving  college  he  went  to  Georgia,  where 
I  he  taught  nearly  four  years.    In  1842  he  became  the 
I  principal  of  Peirce  Academy,  and  continued   in   that 
relation  twenty-nine  years.      From  an  attendance  of 
over  a  hundred  students   during  his  connection  with 
the  institution  as  a  pupil,  in  1833,  he  found  the  num- 
ber reduced  to  twelve  or  fifteen,  and   tlie  building  in 
I  a  dilapidated  condition,  without  blackboards  or  appa- 
!  ratus,  and  the  entire  expense  of  carrying   on   the  in- 
stitution dependent  solely  upon   the   income  derived 
!  from  the  tuition  of  its  pupils.     About  the  same  time 
high  schools,  confessedly  designed  by  their  advocates 
I  to  do  away  with   all   denominational  acadcniios,  were 
beginning  to  be  established  in  all  the  cities  and  larger 
!  towns  in  the  State,  as  well  as  normal  schools,  one  of 
which  was  located  within   ten  miles.      Notwithstand- 
I  ing  these  unfavorable  circumstances,  Peirce  Academy 
rose  during  the  administration  of  Professor  Jenks  to 
j  a  high  rank  among  the  best  institutions   of  it.s   kind 
j  in  New  England,  averaging  for  some  years  over  two 
j  hundred  tuition-paying  pupils,  at  an   average  age  of 
I  eighteen   years,  and  often    furnishing  forty   or  more 
I  teachers  of  district  schools  at  the   close   of  a  fall  or 
spring  term,  pupils  from  almost  every  State  east  of 
the  MLssiasippi  and  from  the  British  provinces  being 
frequently  represented  in  its  annual  catalogues. 

Resigning  his  position,  Professor  Jenks  was  elected, 
in  1872,  Professor  of  Agricultural  Zoology  and  Cu- 
rator of  the  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  Brown 
University,  which  position  he  still  holds,  having,  by 
his  untiring  efforts  and  personal  sacrifices,  brought 
his  special  department  into  a  condition  far  in  advance 
of  what  it  was  when  he  entered  the  duties  of  his 
professorship. 


PROFESSOR   JOHN    W.    P.   JENKS. 

Professor  John  W.  P.  Jenks,  principal  of  Peirce 
Academy,  Middleboro',  was  born  in  West  Boylston, 
Mass.,  May  1,  1819.  At  thirteen  years  of  age  he 
commenced  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  special 
preparation  for  college  under  the  private  tuition  of 
his  pastor.  Rev.  Addison  Parker,  in  Southbridge, 
Mass.,  depending  mainly  upon  his  manual  labor  for 
support.  In  three  months  Rev.  J.  W.  Parker,  D.D.,  | 
cousin  of  his  pastor,  tendered  him  the  opportunity  of  i 
spending  a  year  under  his  tuition  in  a  plantation 
school  in  Virginia.  Returning  north  in  the  spring 
of  1833,  he  entered  Peirce  Academy  for  a  year,  and 
was  graduated  at    Brown   University  in    the  class  of 


EBENEZER  WEAVER  PEIRCE. 

Ebenezcr  Weaver  Peirce,  the  writer  of  what  in  this 
publication  appears  concerning  the  towns  of  Carver, 
Lakeville,  and  Middleboro',  was  born  at  what  still 
continues  to  be  his  residence  in  the  southerly  part  of 
Assonet  village  in  Freetown,  April  5,  1822,  and  is  a 
lineal  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  from 
Abraham  Peirce,  who  emigrated  to  America,  and 
settled  at  Plymouth  as  early  as  1623,  and  died  at 
Duxbury  in  or  near  1673. 

Isaac  Peirce,  a  son  of  Abraham  Peirce,  served  as 
a  soldier  in  King  Philip's  war,  and  was  among  those 
who  played  "  the  man  and  took  the  Indian  fort"  in 
what  is  now  Kingston,  R.  I.,  Dec.  19,  1675,  for 
which  act  of  daring  and  bravery  he  received  a  grant 
of  land  in  addition   to  his  stipulated  wages.     Isaac 
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PcircL-,  the  Narraganset  .soldier,  died  in  what  was  tlien 
JMidJleboro',  but  now  Lakeville,  Feb.  28,  1732. 

I.iaac  Peirce  left  sons, — Thomas  and  Isaac,  Jr.,  the 
last  named  of  whom  died  in  what  is  now  Lakeville, 
Jan.  17,  1757. 

Ebenezer  Peirce,  the  oldest  son  of  Isaac,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  Duxbury,  that  part  afterwards  Pembroke, 
in  ur  near  1704,  and  died  iu  what  was  then  Middle- 
bonV,  but  now  Lakeville,  Aug.  14,  179G.  Ebenezer 
Peirce  was  the  father  of  six  sons,  three  of  whom 
were  soldiers  iu  the  French  and  ladiaa  war;  one  at- 
taining to  the  position  of  captain,  and  all  six  served 
in  the  patriot  army  in  the  war  of  the  American 
llevolucion,  four  of  the  six  therein  were  captains. 
Among  these  six  sons  was  Capt.  Job  Peirce,  who  had 
one  son  that  served  iu  both  the  army  and  navy  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  one  son  who  was  a  major,  and 
another  a  captain  in  the  coast  guard,  in  the  last  war 
with  England,  sometimes  called  the  war  of  1812. 

Capt.  Job  Peirce  was  the  founder  or  donor  of 
Peirce  Academy,  in  Middleboro',  and  his  son,  Eben- 
ezer Peirce,  Esq.,  and  wife,  Joanna  Weaver,  were 
the  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  upon 
the  maternal  side  is  a  lineal  descendant  iu  the  sixth 
generation  from  Lieut.  Samuel  Gardiner,  who  greatly 
distinguished  himself  in  King  William's  war  (1689 
to  1692),  the  earliest  town-clerk  and  treasurer  of  Free- 
town of  whom  there  remains  a  record,  also  selectman, 
assessor,  and  representative  to  both  the  Colonial  and 
Provincial  Court,  and  one  of  the  Council  of  War. 
Lieut.  Gardiner  subsequently  became  the  principal 
proprietor  of  what  is  now  known  as  Gardiner's  Neck, 
ill  Swansea,  where  he  died  Dec.  8,  1C96. 

The  mother  of  Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  was  Joanna, 
the  oldest  daughter  of  Col.  Benjamin  Weaver,  of 
Freetown,  an  officer  in  the  patriot  army  in  the  war  of 
the  American  Revolution,  and  also  in  the  loyal  forces 
iu  Shay's  rebellion  (1786);  a  man  who  wa.s  in- 
trusted with  both  the  sword  and  purse,  he  having  by 
annual  elections  been  chosen  treasurer  of  Freetown 
for  the  long  term  of  twenty-nine  years,  and  as  judge 
of  a  police  court  served  thirty  years. 

Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  received  such  benefits  as  were 
afforded  by  the  common  scliools  in  Freetown,  and 
passed  one  term  each  in  Peirce  Academy,  Middle- 
boro',  Mass.,  Bacon  Academy,  Colchester,  Codu.,  and 
Durham  Academy,  at  Durham,  N.  H.,  and  has  re- 
ceived appointments  to  the  offices  of  trial  justice, 
coroner,  notary  public,  public  administrator,  and  com- 
missioner to  qualify  civil  officers  I'rom  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  and  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  of  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the 
Firat  Congressional  District  in  Massachusetts.    He  has 


j  also  been  elected  to  the  offices  of  .selectman,  overseer 
I  of  the  poor,  collector,  treasurer,  and  school  committee 

■  in    the   town    in   which    he   resided.     Inheriting  the 
proclivities  of  his  family,  he  at  an  early  age  became 

■  interested  in  the  militia,  into  which  he  voluntarily  en- 
I  listed  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  attaining  to  the  jio.sition 
I  of  major  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  artillerj'  at 
;  twenty-two,  lieutenant-colonel  at  twenty-four,  and 
;  was  lionorably  discharged  at  his  own   request  at  the 

age  of  twenty-six.  Two  years  later,  being  earnestly 
j  solicited,  he  accepted  the  command  of  the  A=souet 
i  Light  Infantry  Company,  and  taking  the  same  to  a 
I  brigade  muster  about  two  months  after  its  organiza- 
j  tion,  secured  the  second  honors  in  a  hotly-contested 
j  prize-drill,  only  one  company  being  regarded  as  its 
superior  in  attainment,  and  throwing  all  otheis  that 
had  been  for  several  years  competing  for  these  honois 
far  into  the  shade,  and  thus  securing  to  himself  the 
claim  of  an  excellent  drill-officer.  In  August,  1851, 
he  was  made  major  of  Third  Regimeut  of  Light  In- 
fantry, promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel  iu  April,  1852, 
and  raised  to  brigadier-general  of  the  Second  Brigade 
in  First  DiviKiou  Nov.  7,  1855,  commanding  that  bri- 
gade until  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  the  great 
Rebellion  in  which,  in  the  first  three  months  of  that 
conflict,  he  led  it  in  Virginia.  Dec.  13,  1861,  he  was 
commissioned  colonel  of  a  newly-raised,  and  then  for 
the  first  time  organized,  three  years'  regiment  (the 
Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Infantry),  and  wheu 
leading  the  same  at  the  battle  of  White-Oak  Swamp, 
in  Virginia,  June  30,  1862,  his  right  arm  near  the 
shoulder  was  torn  off  by  a  cannon-ball,  of  which 
wound  he  was  off  duty  only  thirty  days,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  iu  a  little  less 
than  two  months. 

He  was  soon  after  promoted  to  the  command  of  the 
Second  Brigade  iu  the  First  Division  of  the  Ninth 
Corps,  which  brigade  he  led  in  the  States  of  Virginia, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  and  for  a  time  in  Tennessee 
commanded  the  division.  From  youth  his  habits 
have  been  studious,  and  he  has  given  much  time  to 
a  careful  perusal  of  the  Bible,  that  while  in  liis  mi- 
nority he  used  to  read  through  once  in  every  twelve 
months  for  several  consecutive  years,  and  as  a  result 
of  which  he  has  become  a  thorough-going  free-thinker 
and  a  confirmed  materialist,  in  whose  mind  reason 
takes  the  place  of  revelation  and  science  has  demol- 
ished superstition.  Both  before  and  since  the  war 
lie  has  written  extensively  for  newspapers  and  other 
publications,  and  during  the  last  ten  years  devoted 
much  labor  to  historical  and  genealogical  researches, 
writing  and  publishing  several  books  concerning  each. 
Although  having    attained  to  more    than   threescore 
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jears,  and  suffered  the  hardships  incident  to  several 
years'  aimy  life,  after  losing  his  right  arm,  he  enjoys 
almost  unalloyed  and  uninterrupted  good  health,  which 
he  ascrihes  to  his  life-long  regular  and  abstemious 
habits,  ignoring  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  tobacco- 
chewing,  smoking,  and  snuffing,  and  all  forms  of 
gambling,  having  never  so  much  as  once  played  a 
game  uf  cards  in  his  life;  thus,  as  he  says,  keeping  the 
head  clear,  heart  pure,  and  stomach  clean,  added  to 


which  he  has  not  allowed  himself  to  be  encumbered 
with  or  burdened  by  the  troubles  and  cares  of  more 
than  one  world  at  the  same  time.  He  seeks  to  do 
and  do  well  the  duties  of  that  state  of  existence  in 
which  he  finds  himself  to  be,  as  this  he  considers  his 
whole  duty  here  and  the  best  preparation  for  a  here- 
after, provided  there  be  any  hereafter,  and  says  there 
is  enough  to  do  in  the  world  that  he  knows  about, 
and  hence  no  call  to  do  for  that  he  knows  nothing. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

TOPOGRAPHY— EARLY  RECORDS,  ETC. 

The  town  of  Hingham  lies  in  tlie  northern  part  of 
Plymouth  County,  and  is  bounded  as  follows  :  On  the 
north  by  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Hull ;  on  the  east  by 
Cuhasset ;  on  the  south  by  South  Scituate  and  Kock- 
laud  ;  on  the  west  by  Weymouth. 

It  ori;_'inally  embraced  the  present  town  of  Cohas- 
set,  whicli  was  set  off  April  2G,  1770.  The  town 
formed  a  part  of  Suffolk  County  until  March  2G,  179o, 
when  it  was  annexed  to  the  newly-formed  county  of 
Norfolk.  June  20th,  of  the  same  year,  the  former 
act  was  repealed  so  far  as  it  related  to  Hiogham  and 
Hull,  and  Hinjrham  again  became  a  portion  of  Suffolk, 
and  remained  as  such  until  June  18,  1803,  when  it 
was  annexed  to  Plymouth  County. 

Hingham  was  probably  settled  as  early  as  1633, 
and  among  the  pioneers  were  Ralph  Smith,  Nicholas 
Jacob  and  family,  Thomas  Lincoln,  Edmund  Hobart 
and  wife,  Thomas  Hobart  and  family,  Theophilus 
Cushiug,  Edmund  Hobart,  Sr.,  Joshua  Hobart,  Henry 
Gibbs,  Thomas  Chubbuck,  Joseph  Andrews,  and 
others. 

The  following  list  with  notes  of  those  who  either 
settled  or  received  grants  of  lands  in  this  town  was 
compiled  by  the  late  Solomon  Lincoln,  Jr.,  and  pub- 
lished in  his  valuable  "  History  of  the  town  of  Hing- 
ham," which  is  now  out  of  print  and  a  scarce  work  : 

In  1635,  Joseph  Andrews,'  Thomas  Chubbuck, 
.Henry  Gibbs,  Edmund  Hobart,  Sr.,'  Edmund  Hobart, 
Jr.,  Joshua  Hobart,  Rev.  Peter  Ilobart,  Thomas  Ho- 
bart, Nicholas  Jacob,  Thomas  Lincoln  (weaver),  Ralph 
Smith,  Jonas  Austin,'  Nicholas  Baker,*  Clement  Bates, 

'  Tbe  first  town  clerk  of  lliDgham. 

-  It  muy  bo  remarkeU  tliut  this  name  bus  been  written  lUtVer- 
ently,  {generally,  however,  eitlier  lluburt  or  Ilubbiird.  Mi'.  Ho- 
bart, t)io  firttl  minister,  usually  wrote  it  Hobart,  although  the 
reeorii  of  his  father's  death  is,  "father  Hubbard  died." 

^  The  name  of  Jouas  Austin  ufleiwards  ii]>pcjrs  in  Taunton. 

*  Nicholas  UaUer,  twice  a  delegate  from  Hingham  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  afterwards  removed  to  Scituate,  where  ho  was  settled 
lUu6 


Richard  Betscombe,  Benjamin  Bozworth,  William 
Buckland,  James  Cade,^  Anthony  Cooper,  John  Cut- 
ler,* John  Farrow,  Daniel  Fop,  Jarvico  Gould,  Wil- 
liam Hersey,'  Nicholas  Hodsdin,  Thomas  Johnson,* 
Andrew  Lane,  William  Large,*  Thomas  Luring, 
George  Ludkin,'"  Jeremy  Morse,  William  Nolton, 
John  Otis,"  David  Phippeny,  John  Palmer,  John 
Porter,  Henry  Rust,  John  Smart,  Francis  Smith  (or 
Smyth),'^  John  Strong,"  Henry  Tuttil,"  William  Wal- 
ton,'^ Thomas  Andrews, William  Arnall,  George  Bacon, 


as  pastor  of  tbe  church.  Mather  speaks  of  him  as  ''honest 
Nicholas  Baker,  who,  though  he  had  but  a  private  education, 
yet  being  a  pious  and  zealous  man,  or,  us  Dr.  Arrowsmitb  ex- 
presses it,  so  good  a  logiuian  that  ho  could  olfer  up  to  God  a 
reasonable  service,  so  good  an  arithiuetician  that  he  could  wisely 
number  his  days,  and  so  good  an  orator  that  he  persuaded  him- 
self to  be  a  good  Christian,  and,  being  also  one  of  good  natural 
parts,  especially  of  a  strong  memory,  was  chosen  pastor  of  tbe 
church  there,  and  in  the  pastoral  charge  of  that  church  be  con- 
tinued about  eighteen  years."     He  died  Aug.  22,  llJTS. 

^  James  Cade's  natno  appears  in  Yarmouth  in  lii-IO. 

'  Cushing's  manuscripts  date  his  arrival  in  liJ'.iT.  He  had  a 
grant  of  land  in  1B35. 

'  This  name  is  written  in  various  ways,  often  in  our  early 
records  Hersie,  sometimes  Harsie,  frequently  Hearsey,  but  of 
lute  years  Hersey.  It  is,  I  believe,  a  name  of  French  origin. 
Among  the  surnames  of  tbe  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  went 
over  to  England  with  William  tbe  Conqueror  was  that  of 
Horsy. 

^  A  person  by  tbe  name  of  Johnson  formerly  kept  a  tavern  in 
a  building  situated  on  the  spot  where  the  dwelling-house  of 
Mr.  Beitjamin  .^.  Williams  now  ^tands.  It  was  known  by  the 
name  of  tho  Pine-Treo  Tavern,  from  the  circuuistanee  that  a 
very  large  pine-tree  stood  in  its  front.  This  family  removed  to 
Stoughton. 

*  William  Large  removed  to  Provineetown,  C.  C. 

">  George  Ludkin  died  at  Uraintree,  Feb.  20,  lliJS. 

"  John  Otis,  tho  common  ancestor  of  the  distingui^lied  civil- 
ians, patriots,  and  orators  of  that  name  in  tliis  country.  There 
are  branches  of  his  family  in  Scituate,  Itarnstalde,  Uoston,  and 
in  other  places.  This  name,  in  our  old  records,  is  written  va- 
riously, Otis,  Oates,  Otties,  and  Oattis. 

'-  Francis  Smith  removed  to  Taunton. 

*2  John  Strong  removed  to  Taunton,  fiom  thence  to  Xorth- 
ampton.  Ho  was  probably  the  ancestor  of  tho  I'auiilies  of  that 
name  in  that  town  and  vicinity. 

^*  Tuttil,  according  to  Cushing's  manuscripts,  caiuc  over  in 
lfi;i7.     His  grants  of  land  were  in  I6.'t6. 

'^  Walton's  Cove  derives  its  name  from  a  person  of  this  nauje. 
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Nathaniel  Baker,  Thomas  Collier,  George  Lane,  George 
Marsh,  Abraham  Martin,^  Nathaniel  Peck,  Richard 
Oiboru,  Thomas  Wakely,  Thomas  Gill,  Richard 
Ibruok,  William  (,'ockerum,^  William  Cockerill,  John 
Fearini:.^  John  Tucker. 

In  1036,  John  Beal,  Sr.,*  Anthony  Earaes,^  Thomas 
Hammond,  Joseph  Hull,®  Richard  Jones,  Nicholas 
Lubdin,  Richard  Langer,  John  Leavitt,^  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, Jr.  (^miller),  Thomas  Lincoln  (cooper),  Adam 
Mott,  Thomas  Minard,  John  Parker,  George  Russell, 


*  Martin's  Wtll,  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  Abraliain's 
Well,  derives  its  natuo  iVom  this  person. 

-  Coukeruni  probably  returned  to  England.  "October  u, 
164'J,  brutber  Cockraui  sailed  for  England." — Hobart'n  Diary. 

^  Jobn  Fearing  catue  from  Caiubridgo,  England.  The  ar- 
rival of  a  person  by  this  name  is  dated  in  CushiDg'd  MSS., 
163S.  It  may  be  observed  that,  in  a  fow  instances,  according 
to  Cushing's  MSS.,  the  persons  to  wbom  grants  of  hind  were 
made  did  not  arrive  here  until  after  the  date  of  their  grants. 
This  may  have  been  the  fact,  but  there  were  evidently  nrnny 
more  settlers  here  before  164U  than  are  mentioned  in  these 
manu^jcripts.  lie  mentions  but  four  families  that  cume  over  in 
1635.  Unquestionably  a  much  larger  number  accompanied  Mr. 
Hobart.  It  i^  po^ssible,  however,  that  the  tritling  discrcpaucies 
in  the  dates  of  the  arrival  of  oome  of  the  settlers  nitiy  be  recon- 
ciled by  the  supposition  that  there  were  in  some  instances  two 
or  more  persons  of  the  same  name;  indeed,  wo  know  that  four 
persons  of  the  same  Christian  and  surname  (Thomas  Lincoln] 
came  into  this  town  within  a  few  years  after  its  first  settlement. 

*  "  163S,  John  Ueale,  shoemaker,  with  his  wife  and  five  sons 
and  three  daughters  and  two  servants,  came  from  Old  Hingbam 
and  settled  in  New  liingham."— dmAnir/'s  MSS, 

*  Anthony  Eames  waa  a  deputy  in  1637,  1638,  and  1643,  fre- 
quently a  town  officer,  and  involved  in  the  military  difficulties 
in  16-14,  1645,  etc. 

^  Joseph  Hull,  a  deputy  from  Hingham  in  September,  1638, 
and  in  Mareh  after.  One  of  the  commidsioners  to  end  small 
causes,  in  the  same  year. 

7  The  t'amily  tradition  concerning  John  Leavitt  is,  that  be 
was  an  indentured  apprentice  in  England,  and  that  he  absconded 
from  his  master  and  came  to  this  country  when  nineteen  years 
of  age,  and  settled  first  at  Uuxbury  and  afterwards  in  Hingbam. 
If  this  tradition  is  correct  he  must  have  arrived  in  this  country 
before  the  year  1628,  as  he  died  Nov.  20,  1691,  aged  eighty-three. 
He  received  a  grant  of  land  in  this  town  in  1636.  His  home- 
stead was  in  Leavitt  Street  (recently  so  named),  on  both  sides 
of  the  river,  and  is  now  principally  owned  by  the  descendants 
of  his  sons,  Israel  and  Josiiih.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  church. 
In  his  will,  executed  Nov.  30,  16SU,  und  proved  Jan.  27,  1691/2, 
be  mt'ntions  his  sons  Samuel,  Israel,  Mosos,  Josiub,  Nebemiah, 
and  tlie  widow  of  his  son,  John  ;  also  bis  daughters,  Mary, 
Sarah,  Hannah,  and  Abigail.  Israel  had  a  son,  John.  He  died 
July  2D,  1749.  John,  son  of  this  John,  died  April  13,  1797, 
aged  eighty-six.  The  late  Mr.  Jacob  Leavitt  was  a  son  of  this 
last-mentioned  John.  Ho  died  Jan.  7.  1826.  He  possessed 
good  u^Ltural  ubilitivs  and  a  sound  judgment.  Ho  was  a  valu- 
able citi/.en.  Ho  filled  many  public  otRces  and  was  u  zealous 
AVhig  of  the  Hevolution.  Mr.  Joshua  Leavitt,  who  died  May 
12,  1825,  aged  ninety-two,  and  who  filled  the  office  of  town 
tiensurer  for  thirty  years,  with  ao  much  acceptance,  was  a  de- 
scendant of  Josiah  Leavitt,  son  of  the  first  John,  above  men* 
tioned. 
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William  Sprague,^  George  Strange,  Thomas  Under- 
wood, Samuel  Ward,  Randolph  Woodward,*  John 
Winchester,  William  Walker. 

In  1637,  Thomas  Barnes,  Josiah  Cobbit,  Thomas 
Chaffe,^"  Thomas  Clapp/^  William  Carlslye  (or  Carsly), 
Thomas  Dimoek,"  Vinton  Dreuce,  Thomas  (lett, 
Thomas  Joshlin,  Aaron  Ludkin,  John  Morrick, 
Thomas  Nichols,  Thomas  Paynter,  Edmund  Pitts,^^ 
Joseph  Phippeny,  Thomas  Shave,  Ralph  Smith, 
Thomas  Turner,  John  Tower,  Joseph  Underwood, 
William  Ludkin,^*  Jonathan  Bozworth.^ 

In  1638  there  was  a  considerable  increase  of  the 
number  of  settlers.  Among  them  were  Mr.  Robert 
Peck,  Joseph  Peck,^*  Edward  Gilman,"  John  Foul- 
sham,  Henry  Chamberlin,  Stephen  Gates,  George 
Knights,  Thomas  Cooper,^^  Matthew  Cusliing,^**  John 
Beal,  Jr.,  Francis  James,  Philip  James,  James  Buck, 
Stephen  Payne,^**  William  Pitts,  Edward  Mitchell, 
John  Sutton,"  Stephen  Lincoln. 

^  William  Sprague,  with  his  brothers  Richard  and  Ralph, 
arrived  at  Naumkeag  (Salem)  in  l628orI62'J.  From  thence 
they  removed  to  Misbawum  (Charlestown),  and  from  thence 
William  removed  to  Hingbam.  His  house-lut  wod  on  the  south 
side  of  Pleasant  Street.  He  had  several  sons, — among  them 
Anthony,  William,  and  John.  This  William  removed  to  Rhode 
Island.  Anthony,  the  eldest  son,  bad  a  nuinorous  family.  He 
lived  and  died  in  a  house  situated  near  that  in  which  Mr. 
Samuel  Gilbert  now  resides,  at  the  place  called  "Over  the 
River."  Josiah  Sprague  was  one  of  Anthony's  sons;  Isa^io 
was  one  of  Josiab's  six  sons. 

*  Ralph  Woodward,  one  of  the  first  deacons  of  the  church. 

^0  Thomas  Gbaffee  removed  to  Swansea. 

'^  Thomas  Clapp  removed  to  Soituate. 

12  Thomas  Dimock  removed  to  Barnstable. 

>^  Kdmund  Pitts,  oocording  to  Cushing's  manuscripts,  came 
over  in  163V,  with  bis  brother,  Leonard  Pitts,  and  Adum  Foul- 
sham.     His  grant  of  land  was  in  1637. 

1*  William  Ludkin. was  from  Norwich,  Eugland. 

1^  Jonathan  Bozwortb  removed  to  Swansea. 

'*  Mr.  Joseph  Peck  removed  to  Rehobotb,  where  be  died  Bee. 
22, 1663. 

IT  Edward  Oilman  removed  to  New  Hampshire. 

1^  Thomas  Cooper  removed  to  Rehobotb. 

19  A  memorandum  of  a  descendant  of  Matthew  Gushing  men- 
tions  the  date  of  bis  arrival  at  Boston,  Aug.  lU,  lti:iS.  The 
name  of  his  wife  was  Nazareth  Pitcher.  Their  children,  whose 
names  follow,  came  with  them  to  this  country,  viz.,  Daniel, 
Jeremiah,  Matthew,  Deborah,  and  John.  Matthew  Cushing, 
Sr.,  died  Sept.  3U,  1660,  aged  about  seventy-two  years.  He  was 
probably  the  ancestor  of  all  of  the  name  in  this  country.  His 
son,  John,  removed  to  Soituate,  where  bo  wod  aseleclman  in  1676, 
a  deputy,  and  afterwards  (about  the  year  I6U0)  an  assi^^tant. 
His  son  and  grandson  were  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State  and  the  latter  (Hon.  William  Gushing)  of  the  Supremo 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

^**  Stephen  Payne  removed  to  Rehobotb,  where  he  tlied  in 
1677. 

'^  One  of  the  same  name  removed  to  Rehobotb.  He  came 
from  Attluboro',  England.  One  of  the  same  name  was  auioug 
the  tirst  inhabitants  of  Conohasset,  perhaps  a  sun  of  the  eldest 
John.  I 
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Samuel  Parker,  Thomas  Lincoln,'  Jeremiah  Moore, 
Mr.  Henry  Smith,'  Bozoan  Alleu,^  Matthew  Hawke,' 
William  Ripley.'  All  of  those  preceding;  wlio  came 
to  this  country  in  1638  took  passaj;e  in  the  ship 
"  Diligent,"  of  Ipswich,  Joiin  Martin,  master.  In 
addition  to  these  the  following-named  persons  re- 
ceived grants  of  land  in  the  year  1()38,  viz.:  John 
Buck,  John  Benson,  Thomas  Jones,''  Thomas  Law- 
rence, John  Stephens,  John  Stodder,'  Widow  Martha 
Wilder,  Thomas  Thaxter.» 


*  Tliuuiai)  Liucoln,  the  husbuiiduian. 

-  Mr.  llunry  SioUii*8  naiue  appears  afterwards  in  Ileliobutii. 

^  llozoan  Allen,  *' tlio  very  good  friend"  of  Mr.  Ilobart.  tlie 
tirst  Luiuister,  came  from  Lynn,  En^jland.  Ue  was  often  a 
deputy,  a  military  oHicer,  and  an  inHuential  citizen  of  Hing- 
hum.  Ue  was  very  active  in  the  military  diCficultiea  in  ltJ44, 
1645,  etc.     He  removed  to  lioaton,  where  be  died  Sept.  14,  11152, 

*  Matthuw  Haifko  was  the  second  town  clerk  of  Iliugham. 
lie  was  from  Cambridge,  Kngland. 

a  In  a  brief  gcnealugy  of  the  family  of  William  Ripley,  col- 
lected by  one  of  his  descendants',  it  is  stated  that  lie  "  accom- 
panied Mr.  llobart  in  the  new  soitlement.*'  If  by  this  it  is 
meant  that  ho  ejiiiio  to  this  country  with  Mr.  Hobart,  or  that 
he  was  here  before  163S,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  statement 
ib  erroneous.  The  grant  of  land  to  William  Itipley  is  in  I63ii, 
and  in  the  list  of  settlers  prepared  by  Mr.  Cushing  there  is  the 
following  memorandum:  "*  lOiiS.  William  Uipley  and  his  wife 
and  twu  sona  und  two  daughters  came  from  Old  Ilinghum  and 
settled  in  New  Hinghum."  His  name  is  by  him  embraced,  as 
above  stated,  in  the  list  of  thu.-e  who  took  passage  in  the  ship 
*•  Diligent,"  of  Ipswich.  Ue  was  admitted  a  freeman  May 
IS,  1012.  lie  died  in  July,  U>5ti.  Uis  two  sons  were  John 
and  Abraham.  John  married  a  daughter  of  Uov.  IV-tcr  llo- 
bart. John  had  six  sons,  viz.,  John,  Joshua,  Jeremiah,  Josiab, 
Peter,  and  Uczckiali.  Of  these,  John  und  Peter  died  lu  this  j 
town;  Joshua  removed  to  iladdam,  Cucu.  ;  Jeremiah,  tu 
Kingston,  Mass.;  Josiab^  to  Weymouth.  Uei^ekiah  died  in 
Connecticut  in  lliUl.  Peter  bad  three  sons, — Peter,  Nebemialt, 
and  Ezra.  Nehemiah  removed  tu  Plymouth.  Peter  remained 
in  llingham.  lie  had  two  sons, — Noah  and  Nehemiah.  Noah 
removed  to  Barre.  Nehemiah  remained  in  llingham.  His 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Nehemiah  llobart,  of  Cohasset. 

•^This  name  is  IVeiiucntly  written  Joane?  in  the  old  record;*. 

'  Thi:*  name  is  sometimes  written  aa  above,  and  frequently 
•Stoddard. 

^  Thomas  Thaxter,  the  common  uneestor  of  all  of  the  name  in 
thi^  town  and  vicinicy.  The  name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth. 
Ue  died  in  1054,  bis  wife  surviving  him.  His  sons  who  lived 
to  manhood  were  John  and  Samuel.  John  had  twelve  children. 
Ue  died  March,  1086/7.  Uis  widow  was  married  to  Daniel 
Curbing,  Esq.  Three  of  the  daughters  of  John  married  Cuah- 
ing.".  One  of  his  sun.'*  was  Col.  Samuel  Thaxter,  a  magistrate, 
delegate  to  the  General  Court,  an  asaistant,  and  otherwise  dis- 
tinguii^hed  in  public  trusts,  lie  had  four  children, — Elizabeth, 
John,  Samuel,  and  Sarah.  Elizabeth  was  married  tu  Capt. 
John  Norton,  sou  of  Rev.  John  Norton,  and  afterwards  to  Col. 
Benjauiin  Lincoln,  father  of  the  late  (jen.  Lincoln,  of  the  Kev- 
ulutionary  army.  Samuel,  U.  U.  1714,  married  Sarah  Mart-hall, 
of  Duston,  and  (alter  her  decease)  Mary  Hawke,  diiughler  of 
James  Hawke.  She  survived  him,  and  was  afterwards  married 
tu  Uuv.  John  Hancock,  of  Braintrec,  father  of  Hun.  John  Han- 
cock, president  of  the  Continental  Congress.  Maj.  Samuel 
ThiiNter,  the  son  of  Samuel    and  Surah,   H.  U.  174.'!,   was   one 


In  1639,  Anthony  Hilliard  and  John  Prince 
received  granta  of  land.  The  names  of  Ho  wet  t 
(Huet*)  and  Liford  are  mentioned  in  Hobart 's 
"  Diary'*  in  that  year,  and  in  the  "  Diary"  the  fol- 
lowing names  are  6rst  found  in  the  respective  years 

montioned:   in   1646, Burr;'°  in    1647,  James 

Whiten;  in  1649,  John  Lazell,  Samuel  S  to  well ;  in 
1653, Garnett,'*  and Canterbury.''^ 

The  number  of  persons  who  came  over  in  the  ship 
'*  Diligent,"  of  Ipswich,  in  the  year  1638,  and  settled 
in  Hingham,  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-three.  All 
that  came  before  were  forty-two,  making  in  all  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five.  The  whole  number  that 
came  out  of  Norfolk  (chiefly  from  Hingham  and  its 
vicinity)  from  1633  to  1639,  and  settled  in  this  Hing- 
ham, was  two  hundred  and  six.  This  statL-iuent,  on 
the  authority  of  the  third  town  clerk  of  llingham, 
must  be  reconciled  with  the  fact  that  there  was  a 
mucli  larger  number  of  settlers  here  in  1639  than 
would  appear  from 'his  estimate.  They  undoubtedly 
came  in  from  other  places.  Many  of  the  names  men- 
tioned in  the  previous  pages  are  now  scattered  in  va- 

of  the  very  few  who  etiuiiped  tbo  massucre  nt  Fort  William 
Honry.  Maj,  Tha.vter  had  a  numerous  fuinily,  am>iiig  whom 
were  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Thaxter,  Dr.  Giidlcy  Tha.vter,  of 
Abington,  Samuel,  etc.  The  late  Capt.  Duncan  M.  I>.  T'hax- 
ter  waj}  a  sou  of  Samuel.  John,  the  eldest  son  of  Col.  Samuel 
Tbaxter,  married  Grace  Stockbridge,  of  Pembroke.  Hi."  ^uii, 
Col.  John  Tbaxter,  II.  U.  1741,  was  a  delegate  in  1772.  John 
Tbaxter,  Esq.,  of  Uaverbill,  was  a  sun  of  Col.  John  Tliaxtir. 
Deacon  Joseph  Tbaxter  was  u  brother  of  Col.  John  Tbaxter, 
and  father  of  the  late  Rev.  Joseph  Tbaxter,  minister  ot  Kdgar- 
town  and  a  chaplain  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  David 
Tha.vter  was  the  only  son  of  the  eldest  Samuel  who  lived  to 
manhood.  He  married  Alice  Chabbuck.  He  had  but  mie  ^un, 
David,  who  died  in  1791,  aged  eighty-tluee. 

9  The  following  singular  accuuut  of  the  eure  of  <inc  ot  this 
name  of  a  distempered  imagination  is  extracted  from  the 
**  History  of  New  England"  (Mass.  Uis.  Col.,  new  ;erie;,  vol. 
vL  p.  442): 

'*  1042.  One  Huet's  wife,  of  Hingbam,  having  been  lung  in 
a  sad  melancholy  distemper,  near  to  frenzy,  and  having  fur- 
merly,  in  the  year  1637,  attempted  tu  drown  her  child,  did  novv 
again  take  her  child  of  three  years  old,  aud  stri|<piiig  it  of  u> 
clothes,  threw  it  into  the  creek,  but  it,  scrambling  uut  of  the  waiter 
und  mud,  came  to  the  muthcr,  who  look  It  another  liuie  and 
threw  it  so  far  into  the  creek  that  it  could  not  po^.-'ibly  get  uui  ; 
yet  by  good  providence  a  young  man  that  aeeidcnt;iliy  pa^icd 
by  took  it  up.  The  mother  conceived  she  bad  sinned  the  .-in 
against  the  Holy  Ghost.  She  was  uflerwurda  proceeded  witli 
by  church  council,  and  by  that  means  \vus  drawn  oil  from  tbo.-e 
Satanic  delusions,  and,  alter  the  miinifeslations  ol'  repcnt:incc, 
was  received  into  the  chureli  again,  being  brought  tu  a  sound 
mind." 

■'^  Simon  Burr,  the  tirst  of  the  name  uf  Burr  in  this  i<<un. 
came  from  Dorchester,  und  wan  related  tu  Itev.  Jonatbim  iWiri, 
an  early  minister  in  that  town. 

"  Garnett  now  written  Gardner. 

'■^  Canterbury  extinct  as  a  surname.  The  llarncs  families  ai  e 
descendants  from  Cornelius  Canterbury. 
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rious  parta  of  the  country.  Many  of  the  first  settlors 
removed  to  other  places  during  the  militia  difficulties 
which  occurred  within  a  few  years  after  the  settlement 
of  the  towu,  and  a  considerable  number  had  previously 
obtained  lands  at  Rehoboth.' 

Incorporation  of  the  Town. — The  town  of  Hing- 
ham  was  incorporated  Sept.  2,  1635,  and  named  from 
Hingham,  in  Norfolk,  England,  from  whence  the 
minister  ;ind  most  of  the  settlers  had  emigrated.  The 
first  town-meeting  was  held  in  1635,  and  the  first 
representatives  chosen  from  this  town  were  Joseph 
Andrews  and  Nicholas  Baker.'  Joseph  Andrews  was 
also  the  first  town  clerk,  chosen  in  1638. 

In  1635  Hingham  was  assessed  £6;  Weymouth, 
£4;  Boston,  £25  10s.;  Salem,  £16;  and  Newton 
and  Dorchester,  each  £26  5».  In  August  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  however,  the  assessment  for  Hingham 
was  raised  to  £8  10s. 

In  those  early  days  a  fine  was  imposed  for  non- 
attendance  at  town-meetings,  and  the  arm  of  the  law 
was  also  raised  against  him  who  should  depart  from 
the  meeting  "  until  the  assembly  be  broken  up  or 
without  leave."  This  order  was  passed  by  a  vote  of 
the  town  May  14,  1637,  and  was  as  follows: 

"  It  '\*  likfwise  agreed  upon  by  a  joint  consent  and  general 
vote  of  the  freemen  tliat  whosoever  :ihull  absent  himself  from 
any  meeting  appointed,  and  shall  have  lawful  warning  of  it,  or 
shall  otherwise  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  same  meeting 
within  special  occasions  approved  of  by  the  assembly  or  the 
miijor  part  of  tho  tVoeitieii  then  assembled;  and  further,  it  is 
likewise  agreed  upon  that  when  assembled  and  be  come  together 
to  agitate  and  determine  of  any  business  concerning  the  com- 
mon good  of  Church  or  Commonwealth,  not  one  shall  depart 
until  the  assembly  be  broken  up  or  without  leave,  upon  tho  pay- 
ment of  every  such  defect,  one  pei/c  u/  Indian  cum,  as  well  for 
the  not  sLiying  with  the  assembly  being  there  assembled  as  for 
the  not  coming,  having  lawful  warning  or  otherwise  [having] 
knowledge  of  it.  And  likewise  it  is  agreed  upon,  that  every 
such  line  or  tines  shall  be  levied  by  the  constable,  and  shall  be 
carefully  kept  to  the  use  of  the  town  as  hereafter  shall  be 
thought  lit  to  eiupluy  ii,  and  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  it 
shall  stand  in  force,  unless  it  be  found  to  be  prejudicial  and  re- 
pealed." 

April  9,  1641,  the  town  voted  as  follows,  fixing  the 

pay  of  laborers  and  the  prices  of  commodities: 

-         -  -  I 

■  Among  the  towns  of  which  a  considerable  number  of  io-   ' 
habitants   originated    in    Hingham    are    Rehoboth,   Wareham,   | 
Cummiugtoo,  Donnysville,  and  Perry  (Maine).     A  few  removed   ! 
Io    Swansea,    Duxbury,    Scituate,   Barnstable,   Lancaster,  etc., 
and  a  large  number  to  Boston. 

The  lulluwing  names  appear  in  Lancaster  in  1654,  viz.;  Ste- 
phen Gates,  Sr.,  James  Whiting  or  Witton,  John  Towers,  and 
Thomas  Joslin.  Persons  of  tho  same  names  had  previously 
received  grants  of  land  iu  Hingham,  and  actually  settled  liere. 
The  Peeks,  of  Rehoboth;  Fearings,  of  Wareham;  Clapps  and 
Otisea,  of  Seituate;  Oimocks  and  Otises,  of  Barnstable;  Lin- 
eolns,  of  Taunton,  New  Uedford,  Dennysville,  and  Perry,  M«., 
etc.,  originated  here. 

■^  See  list  of  representatives. 


''It  is  ordered  and  agreed  upon  by  a  joint  consent,  that  the 
prices  of  laborers'  wages  and  commodities  within  this  town 
should  be  atlixed  &a  follows:  Upon  every  commodity  as  well  ix6 
upon  laborers'  wages  should  be  abated  three  pence  upon  the 
ihlliiuj  of  what  has  been  formerly  taken. 

>.  d. 

Common  laborers  a  day 1  (i 

For  mowing  a  day 2  u 

Carpenters  aday 1  ll) 

A  team  with  3  yoke  of  oxen  and  one  man,  a  day 7  On 

"         with  '2  yoke,  a  mare  and  a  man 7  UU 

"        2  yoke  and  one  man (i  0(1 

'*        1  yoke,  a  mare  and  a  man 5  -1 

and  they  are  to  work  eight  hours  a  day. 

"Taylors  and  shoemakers  are  to  abate  three  pence  on  the 
shilling  of  what  they  took  before  for  a  day's  work.  Butter  the 
lb.  id. 

"  Wheelwrights  are  to  abate  three  pence  on  the  shilling  and 
to  charge  2  shillings  a  day." 

"In  1643,  June  12,  Anthony  Eames,  Samuel 
Ward,  and  Bozoan  Allen  had  leave  from  the  town  to 
set  up  a  corn-mill  near  the  cove,  on  the  condition  that 
they  paid  any  damage  caused  by  flowago,  &c.  This 
mill  was  undoubtedly  erected  before  the  year  1G45, 
as  we  find  recorded  in  November  of  that  year,  that 
Gowan  Wilson  was  removed  by  the  town  from  the 
office  of  miller." 

"  It  appears,"  says  Mr.  Lincoln,  "  that  at  an  early 
date,  there  was  a  controversy  respecting  a  portion  of 
the  lands  embraced  within  the  limits  of  Nantasket  or 
Nantascot.  The  inhabitants  of  Hingham  claimed, 
and  endeavored  to  maintain  a  title  to  them,  as  iu  July, 
1643,  we  find  the  following  record,  viz. :  '  There  is 
chosen  by  the  town,  Joseph  Peck,  Bozoan  Allen, 
Anthony  Eames,  and  Joshua  Hubbard  to  go  to  the 
next  court  to  make  the  best  improvements  of  the 
evidence  the  town  have  tor  the  property  of  Nantascot, 
and  to  answer  the  suit  that  now  depends,  &c.'  "  It 
appears,  however,  that  Hingham  wa-s  unsuccessful  in 
this  controversy.  The  following  peremptory  decision 
was  under  date  September,  1643:  "  The  former  grant 
to  Nantascot  was  again  voted  and  confirm.ed,  and 
Hingham  was  willing  to  forbear  troubling  the  court 
any  more  about  Nantascot." 


CHAPTER    II. 

THE    MILITARY    TROUBLES   OF    1644— INDIAN    HIS- 
TORY. 

These  troubles,  which  no  doubt  seriously  retarded 
the  material  as  well  as  the  religious  welfare  of  Hing- 
ham, originated  among  the  members  of  the  luilitury 
company,  and  gradually  enlisted  tho  feelings  of  the 
entire  town.      The  church  became  involved  in  the 
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matter,  and  it  subsequently  was  taken  coguizauce  of 
by  neighboring  clmrches,  and  finally  the  controversy 
was  carried  to  sucli  length  that  the  government  was 
calK'd  upon  to  interfere.  Johnson,  in  his  "  Wonder 
Working  Providence"  in  1654,  says,  "The  people 
joyned  in  church  covenant  in  this  place  were  made 
about  one  hundred  soules,  but  have  been  lessened  by 
a  sad  unbrotherly  contention  which  fell  out  among 
them,  waiting  chem  every  way,  continued  already  for 
seven  years  space  to  the  great  grief  of  all  other 
churches," 

Witithrop,  in  his  journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  221,  introduces 
the  subject  as  follows: 

•*  1045.  This  court  fell  out  ii  troublesome  business  which  took 
up  Uiuci)  time.  The  town  of  Jlingbuui,  having  uoe  Kmes  their 
Utiutenunt  seven  or  eight  yeiirs,  had  lately  chosen  hiiu  to  be 
their  uiiptain,  anU  hail  presenced  him  to  the  standing  council 
fur  utluwaDce;  but  before  it  was  accomplished  the  greater  part 
of  the  town  took  fome  light  occuson  of  otlence  again:»t  hiui,  and 
cliujc  unu  Alien  to  be  their  captain,  and  prcaeuted  him  to  the 
magistrates  (id  the  time  uf  the  last  general  court)  to  be  allowed. 
But  the  mngistrates,  considering  the  injury  that  would  hereby 
accrue  to  Ernes  (who  had  been  their  chief  commander  so  many 
years,  and  bad  deserved  well  iu  his  place,  and  that  Allen  had 
no  other  skill  but  what  he  learned  from  Ernes),  refused  to  allow 
of  Allen,  but  willed  both  £>ides  to  return  home,  aud  evaiy  ulHcer 
to  keep  his  place  until  llie  court  sliould  take  further  order. 
Upon  their  return  home,  the  messengers  who  came  for  Allen 
called  a  private  meeting  of  those  of  their  own  party,  aud  told 
them  truly  wtiat  answer  they  received  from  the  magistrates, 
and  boun  after  they  appointed  a  training  day  (withuut  their 
lieutenant's  knowledge),  and,  being  assembled,  the  lieutenant 
hearing  of  it  came  to  them,  and  would  have  exercised  them  as 
he  was  wont  to  du,  but  those  of  the  other  party  refused  to  fol- 
low him,  except  be  would  show  them  some  order  for  it.  He 
told  them  of  the  magistrate's  order  about  it ;  the  others  replied 
that  authority  had  advised  hiiu  to  go  hoiue  and  lay  down  his 
place  honourably.  Another  asked  what  the  magii'tratcs  had  to 
do  with  them?  Another,  that  it  was  but  three  or  four  of 
the  magistrates,  aod  if  they  had  been  all  there  it  had  been 
nothing,  fur  Mr.  Allen  had  brought  more  for  them  from  the 
deputies  than  the  lieutenant  liad  from  the  magistrates.  Another 
of  tbem  professcth  he  will  die  at  the  sword's  point,  if  he  might 
not  have  the  choice  of  his  own  othcers.  Another  (viz.,  the  clerk 
of  the  band)  stands  up  above  the  people,  and  requires  them  to 
vote,  wliether  they  wuutd  bear  tbem  out  in  what  was  pa^^t  aud 
what  was  to  come.  This  being  assented  unto,  and  the  tumult 
continuing,  one  of  the  othcers  (he  wliu  had  told  them  tliul  au- 
thority had  advii^ed  the  licuteoant  to  go  hoioeand  lay  duwn  his 
phice)  required  Alteu  to  take  the  captain's  plaue  ;  but  he  not 
then  accepting  it,  they  put  it  to  vote,  whether  should  be  their 
cii[>tiiin.  The  vu(e  pushing  for  it,  ho  then  tuld  the  euiiipany  it 
Wiis  now  p:Lft  quebtiuD,  und  thereupun  Allen  acci-pled  it,  antl 
e.xereiscil  the  cunipuny  two  or  three  days,  uniy  about  ii  third 
part  uf  them  followed  the  lieutenant,  lie  having  denied  in  the 
open  held  thut  authoriry  had  advised  him  to  lay  duwu  bis  place, 
and  puttiug  (iu  some  awl]  thu  tie  upon  thuse  who  had  so  re- 
ported,  was  the  next  Lord's  day  calletl  to  answer  it  before  the 
church,  and  he  standing  to  maintain  what  he  bad  said,  five 
witnesses  were  produced  to  convince  him.  Some  of  them 
alhrmed  the  words,  the  others  explained  tbeir  meaning  tu  he, 
that   one   magistrate  had    so  advised   him.      lie   denied    both. 


Whereupon  the  pastor,  one  Mr.  Ilubbert  (brother  lo  three  of 
the  principal  in  this  sedition),  was  very  forward  to  have  ex- 
commuoicated  the  lieutenant  presently,  but,  upon  ^ome  oppo- 
sition, it  was  put  off  the  next  day.  Thereupon  the  IieutL-n;int 
and  some  tliree  or  four  more  of  the  chief  men  of  the  tuwu  in- 
formed four  of  the  next  magistrates  uf  these  proceedings,  wbu 
forthwith  met  at  Boston  about  it  (viz.,  the  deputy  governuur, 
the  Serjeant  major  general,  the  secretary,  and  Mr.  llibbin^}. 
These,  considering  the  case,  sent  warrant  to  the  con5tal)le  to  at- 
tach some  of  the  principal  offenders  (viz.,  three  uf  tlie  Hub  bar  J  s 
and  two  more)  to  appear  before  them  at  Bustun,  to  find  sureties 
for  their  appearance  at  the  next  court,  Ac.  Upon  the  day  they 
cume  tu  BodtOD,  but  their  said  biother,  the  minister,  came  be- 
fore tbem,  and  fell  to  exjiostulatc  with  the  said  magistrates 
about  the  said  cause,  complaining  against  the  complainauts,  as 
talebearers,  io.,  taking  it  very  disdainfully  that  his  brethren 
should  be  sent  for  by  a  constable,  with  other  high  speeches, 
which  were  so  provoking  as  some  of  the  magistrates  told  liim 
that  were  it  not  for  respect  to  bis  ministry  they  would  commit 
him.  When  his  brethren  and  the  rest  were  come  in,  the  mat- 
ters of  the  information  were  laid  to  their  charge,  whicli  they 
denied  for  the  most  part.  So  they  were  bound  over  (each  for 
other)  to  the  next  court  of  assistants.  After  this  tivc  others 
were  sent  for  by  summons  (these  were  only  for  speaking  un- 
truths of  the  magistrates  in  the  church).  They  uame  before  the 
deputy  governour,  when  be  was  alone,  and  demanded  the  cause 
of  their  sending  for,  and  to  know  their  accusers.  The  deputy 
told  them  so  much  of  the  cause  a^  be  could  reuiember,  and  re- 
ferred tbem  to  the  secretary  for  a  copy,  and  for  their  accusers 
he  told  tbem  they  knew  both  the  men  and  the  matter,  neither 
was  a  judge  bound  to  let  a  criminal  offender  knov?  hia  accusers 
before  the  day  of  trial,  but  only  in  his  own  discretion,  Ica^t  the 
liucuser  might  be  taken  off  or  perverted,  &.c.  Being  required  to 
give  bond  for  their  appearance,  Ac,  they  refused.  Tlie  deputy 
laboured  to  lei  them  see  their  errour,  and  gave  thetn  time  to 
consider  of  it.  About  fourteen  days  after,  seeing  two  of  them 
in  the  court  (which  was  kept  by  those  four  magistrates  for 
smaller  causes),  the  deputy  required  them  again  tu  enter  bond 
for  their  appearance,  itc,  and  upon  their  second  refusal  com- 
mitted them  in  that  open  court. 

"The  general  court  falling  out  before  the  court  uf  assistants, 
the  JIubberts  and  the  two  which  were  committed,  and  others  of 
Hingham,  about  ninety  (whereof  Mr.  Ilubbert,  their  minister, 
was  the  tirst),  presented  a  petition  to  the  general  court  lo  this 
effect,  that  whereas  some  of  them  had  been  bound  over,  and 
otliers  committed  by  some  of  the  magistrates  for  wurds  spoken 
concerning  the  power  of  the  general  court,  and  their  liberties 
and  the  liberties  of  the  church,  ike,  they  craved  that  the  euurt 
would  hear  the  cause,  Ji:;c.  This  was  tiist  presented  to  the  dep- 
uties, who  sent  it  to  the  magistrates,  desiring  their  concurrence 
with  them,  thut  the  cause  might  be  heard,  (Lc.  The  magis- 
trates, marvelling  that  they  would  grant  sucti  a  petition  with- 
out desiring  conference  first  with  themselves,  whum  it  so  much 
concerned,  returned  answer  that  tboy  were  willing  the  caune 
should  be  heard,  so  a^  the  pctitiuners  wuuld  name  the  magis- 
trates whum  they  intended,  and  the  matters  they  would  lay  to 
their  charge,  ttc.  Upon  this  thu  dejiuties  demanded  of  the  pe- 
titioners' agents  (who  were  then  deputies  of  the  court)  tu  have 
satisfaction  in  those  points,  whereupon  they  singled  out  the 
deputy  governour,  and  two  of  the  petitioners  undertook  tho 
prosecution.  Then  tiie  petition  was  returned  again  to  the 
magistrates  for  their  consent,  Ic,  who,  being  desirous  that  the 
deputies  might  take  nutice  how  prejudicial  to  autbority  and 
the  honour  of  the  court  it  would  be  to  call  a  magistrate  to  an- 
swer criminally  in  a  cause,  wherein  nothing  of  that  nature 
could  be  laid   to  bia  charge,  and  that  withuut  any  private  ex- 
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amiDatioo  precediog*  did  iDtimate  so  much  to  the  deputies 
(tht>u;^h  not  directly,  jet  pluinly  enough),  abowiog  them  that 
Dutbiu^  criminal,  &c.t  wad  laid  to  hid  chargu,  and  that  the 
thintja  objected  were  the  act  of  the  court,  Ac,  yet  if  they  wuuM 
Qeedd  have  a  hearing  they  would  join  in  it.  And,  indeed,  it 
WKd  the  desire  of  the  deputy  (knowing  well  bow  much  hiiuiielf 
and  the  other  magistrates  did  sutfer  in  the  cause  through  the 
ahinJcrous  reports  wherewith  the  deputies  and  the  country 
about  hud  been  possessed)  that  the  cause  might  receive  a  public 
hearing. 

"The  day  appointed  being  come,  the  court  assembled  in  the 
uieeting-houso  at  Boston.  Diverse  of  the  elders  wore  present, 
and  a  great  assembly  of  people.  The  deputy  governour,  coming 
in  with  the  rest  of  the  magistrates,  placed  himself  beneath 
within  the  bar,  and  so  sate  uncovered.  Some  question  was  in 
court  about  his  being  in  that  place  (for  many  both  of  the  court 
and  the  a:;>8enjbly  were  grieved  at  it).  But  the  deputy  telling 
them  that,  being  criminally  accused,  he  might  not  sit  as  a  judgu 
in  that  cause,  and  if  be  were  upon  the  bench  it  would  be  a 
great  disadvantage  to  him,  for  he  could  not  take  that  liberty  to 
plead  the  cause,  whicb  he  ought  to  be  allowed  at  the  bar;  upon 
this  the  court  was  satistied. 

**The  petitioners  having  declared  their  grievances,  Ac,  the 
deputy  craved  leave  to  make  answer,  which  was  to  this  effect, 
viz.,  that  he  accounted  it  no  disgrace,  but  rather  an  honour  put 
upon  him,  to  be  singled  out  from  bia  brethren  in  the  defence  of 
one  so  just  (as  he  hoped  to  make  that  appear),  and  of  so  publio 
concernment.  And  although  he  might  have  pleaded  to  tbo 
petition,  and  so  have  demurred  in  law,  upon  three  points, — 1, 
in  that  there  is  nothing  laid  to  his  charge ;  that  is,  either  crim- 
inal or  unjust;  2,  if  he  had  been  mistaken  either  in  the  law  or 
in  the  state  of  the  case,  yet  whether  it  were  auoh  ns  a  judge  is 
to  be  called  in  question  for  as  a  delinquent,  where  it  doth  not 
appear  to  be  wickedness  or  wilfulness;  for  in  England  many 
erroneous  judgments  are  reversed,  and  errours  in  proceedings 
rectified,  and  yet  the  judges  not  called  in  question  about  them  ; 
3,  in  that  being  thus  singled  out  from  three  other  magistrates, 
and  to  answer  by  himself  for  some  things,  which  were  the  act 
of  a  court,  ho  is  deprived  of  the  just  means  of  his  defence,  for 
many  things  nmy  be  justitied  as  done  by  four  which  are  not 
warraiitablo  if  done  by  one  alone,  and  the  records  of  a  court 
area  full  justification  of  any  act  while  such  record  stands  in 
force.  But  he  was  \villing  to  waive  this  plea,  and  to  make  an- 
swer to  the  particular  charges,  to  the  end  that  tbe  truth  of  the 
case  and  of  all  proceedings  thereupon  might  appear  to  all  men. 

**  Hereupon  the  court  proceeded  to  examine  tbe  whole  cause. 
The  di-jiuty  justified  all  tbe  particulars  laid  to  his  chnrge,  as 
that  upon  credible  information  of  such  a  mutinous  practice,  and 
open  disturbance  of  the  peace,  and  slighting  of  authority,  tbe 
otTenders  were  sent  for,  the  principal  by  warrant  to  the  consta- 
ble to  bring  them,  and  others  by  summons,  und  that  some 
were  bound  over  to  tbe  next  court  of  assistants,  and  others  that 
refused  to  be  bound  were  committed  ;  and  all  this  according  to 
the  equity  of  laws  here  established,  and  tbe  custom  and  laws  of 
England,  and  our  constant  practice  here  these  fifteen  years. 
And  fur  some  speeches  be  was  charged  with  as  spoken  to  the 
delinquents  when  they  came  before  him  at  his  house,  when  none 
were  present  with  him  but  themselves,  first,  he  appealed  to  tbo 
judgment  of  the  court,  whether  delioqueots  may  be  received  us 
competent  witnesses  against  a  magistrate  in  such  a  case;  then, 
for  tbe  words  themselves,  some  he  justified,  some  be  explained 
so  as  no  advantage  could  be  taken  of  them,  as  that  he  should 
auy  that  tho  tiiagistratos  could  try  some  criminal  causes  without 
a  jury,  that  be  knew  no  law  of  God  or  man  which  required  a 
judge  to  make  known  to  the  party,  his  accusers  (or,  rather, 
witnesses),  before  the  cause  came  to  bearing.     But  two  of  ihem 


charged  him  to  have  said  that  it  was  against  the  Inw  of  God 
and  man  so  to  do,  which  had  been  absurd,  for  the  deputy  pro- 
fessed he  knew  no  law  against  it,  only  a  judge  may  sometimes 
in  discretion  conceal  their  names,  Ac,  least  that  they  should  be 
tampered  with,  or  conveyed  out  of  the  way,  Ac. 

"Two  of  the  magistrates  and  many  of  the  deputies  were  of 
opinion  that  the  magistrates  exercised  too  much  power,  and 
that  the  people's  liberty  waa  thereby  in  danger  ;  aud  other  of 
the  deputies  (being  about  half)  and  all  tbo  rest  of  the  magis- 
trates were  of  a  different  judgment,  and  that  authority  was 
overmuch  slighted,  whicb,  if  not  timely  remedied,  would  en- 
danger the  commonwealth  and  bring  us  to  a  mere  democracy. 
By  occasion  of  this  difierence,  there  was  not  so  orderly  a  carriage 
at  the  hearing  as  was  meet,  each  side  striving  unseusonably  to 
enforce  the  evidence,  and  declaring  their  judgments  thereupon, 
which  should  have  been  reserved  to  a  more  private  debate  (as 
after  it  was),  so  as  the  best  part  of  two  days  was  spent  in  this 
public  agitation  and  examination  of  witnesses,  Ac.  This  being 
ended,  a  committee  was  chosen  of  magistrates  and  deputies, 
who  stated  the  case  aa  it  appeared  upon  the  whole  pleading  and 
evidence,  though  it  cost  much  time,  and  with  great  ditliculty 
did  the  committee  come  to  accord  upon  it. 

"Tbe  caae  being  stated  and  agreed,  tbe  magistrates  and 
deputies  considered  it  apart,  fir^t  the  deputies  having  spent  a 
whole  day,  and  not  attaining  to  any  issue,  sent  up  to  the 
magistrates  to  have  their  thoughts  about  it,  who,  taking  it 
into  consideration,  (tbe  deputy  always  withdrawing  when  that 
matter  came  into  debate),  agreed  upon  these  four  points 
chiefly  :  1,  that  the  petition  was  false  und  scandalous  ;  2,  that 
those  who  were  bound  over,  Ac,  and  others  that  were  parties 
to  the  disturbance  at  Ilinghnm,  were  all  offenders,  though 
in  different  degrees  ;  3,  that  they  and  the  petitioners  were  to 
be  censured  ;  4,  that  the  deputy  governour  ought  tu  be  acquit 
and  righted,  Ac.  This  being  sent  down  to  the  deputies,  they 
spent  divers  days  about  it,  and  made  two  or  three  returns  to 
the  magistrates,  and  though  they  found  the  petition  false  and 
scandalous,  and  so  voted  it,  yet  they  would  not  agree  to  any 
censure.  The  magistrates,  on  the  other  side,  were  resolved  for 
censure,  and  for  tbe  depury's  full  acquittal.  The  deputies  being 
thus  bard  held  to  it,  and  growing  weary  of  the  court,  for  it 
began  [3]  14,  and  brake  not  up  (save  one  week)  tilt  [5J  6,  were 
content  they  should  pay  the  charges  of  the  court.  After  they 
were  drawn  to  consent  to  some  small  fines,  but  in  this  they  would 
have  drawn  in  lieuteneot  Ernes  to  have  been  fined  deeply,  he 
being  neither  plaintiff  nor  defendant,  but  an  informer  only, 
and  had  made  good  all  tbe  points  of  his  information,  and  no 
offence  found  in  him  other  than  that  which  was  after  adjudged 
worthy  of  admonition  only;  and  they  would  have  imposed  the 
charges  of  the  court  upon  the  whole  trained  band  at  Ilingham, 
when  it  was  apparent  that  divers  were  innocent,  and  bad  no 
hand  in  any  of  these  proceedings.  The  magistrates  not  con- 
senting to  BO  manifest  injustice,  they  sent  to  the  deputies  to  de- 
sire them  to  join  with  them  in  calling  in  the  help  of  the  elders 
(for  they  were  now  assembled  at  Cambridge  from  all  parts  uf 
the  United  Colonies,  and  divers  of  them  were  present  when  the 
cause  was  publickly  heard,  and  declared  themselves  much 
grieved  to  see  that  the  deputy  governour  should  be  called  forth 
to  answer  as  a  delinquent  in  such  a  case  as  this  was,  and  one  uf 
them,  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  had  written  to  hiui  tu  that 
effect,  fearing  least  he  should  apprehend  over  deeply  uf  the  in- 
jury, Ac),  but  the  deputies  would  by  no  meaus  consent  thereto, 
for  they  knew  that  many  of  tbe  elders  undcrstuud  tho  cause,  and 
were  more  careful  to  uphold  the  honour  and  power  uf  the  magis- 
trates than  themselves  were  liked  of,  and  many  of  them  (at  tbe 
request  of  the  elder  and  others  of  the  church  of  Ilingham  dur- 
ing this  court)  had  been  at  Hingbam  to  see  if  they  cuuld  settle 
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peacu  in  the  churcb  there,  and  found  the  elder  und  others  the  ! 
jjetitiuncrs  in  gruat  fuult,  Ac.     After  tbi3  (upon  uiution  uf  the 
deputies)  it  was  agreed  t<»  refer  the  cause  to  arbitratora,  accord-   1 
mg  to  uD  order  of  court,  when   the  magistrates   and   deputies   [ 
cannot  agree,  itc.     The  magistrates  named  six  of  the  cldcra  of  i 
the  next  towns,  and  left  it  to  them  to  ehoobu  any  three   or  four  i 
of  thcui,  and  required  theui  to  name  six  others.     The  deputies,   \ 
finding  them^clvtis  now  at  the  wall,  and  not  daring  to  trust  the 
elders  with  the  cause,  they  send  to  desire  that  six  of  themselves 
might  come  and   confer   with    the    magistrates,   which,  being 
granted,  they  came,  and  at  last  came   to   this   agreement,  viz., 
the  chief  petitiuucrs  and   the  rest  of  the  otlenilers  were  sever- 
ally lined  (all  their  fines  not  amounting  to  5U  pounds),  the  rest 
of  the  petitioners  to  bear  equal  share  to  6U  pounds  more  towards 
the  charges  of  the  court   (two   of  the   principal   oti'enders  were 
the  deputies  of  the  town,  Joshua  llubbert  and  Bozone  Allen, 
the  first  was  fined  20  pounds,  and  the  other  5  pounds),  lieuten- 
ant Kmes  to  be  under  admonition,  the  deputy  governour  to  be 
legally  and  publickly  acquit  of  all  that  was  laid  to  hia  charge. 
'*  According  to  this  agreement,  [5]  3,  presently  after  the  lec- 
ture  the   magistrates  and  deputies   took    their    places  in    the 
meeting-house,  and  the  people  being  come  together,  and  the 
deputy   governour  placing   himself  within  the  bar,   as  at  the 
time  of  hearing,  etc.,  the  governour  read  the  aentence  of  the 
court,  witliout  speaking  any  more,  for  the  deputies  had  (by  im- 
portunity) obtained  a  prouiiec  of  silimco  from   the  magifitrates. 
Then  was  the  deputy  governour  desired  by  the  court  to  go  up  and 
take  hia  place  again  upon  the  bench,  which  he  did  accordingly, 
and  the  court  being  about  to  arise,  he  deriired  leave  for  a  little 
speech,  which  was  to  this  effect: 

"  *  I  suppose  something  may  be  expected  from  me  upon  this 
charge  that  is  befallen  me,  which  moves  me  to  speak  now  to 
you;  yet  I  intend  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
court,  or  with  any  of  the  persons  concerned  therein.  Only  I 
bless  God  that  I  see  an  iaauo  of  this  troublesome  business.  I 
also  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  court,  and,  for  my  own 
part,  lam  well  satisfied.  I  was  publickly  charged,  und  I  am 
publickly  and  legally  acquitted,  which  is  all  I  did  expect  or  de- 
sire. And  though  this  be  sufficient  fur  my  Justiticution  before 
men,  yet  not  so  before  the  God  who  hath  seen  so  much  amiss 
in  uiy  dispensations  (and  even  in  this  aQ'air)  as  calls  me  to  be 
humble.  For  to  be  publickly  and  criminally  charged  in  this 
court  is  matter  of  humiliation  (and  I  desire  to  make  a  right 
4ise  of  it)  notwithstanding  I  be  thua  acquitted.  If  her  father 
had  i^pit  in  her  face  (saith  the  Lord  concerning  Miriam)  should 
she  nut  have  been  ashamed  seven  days?  Shame  bud  lien  upon 
her,  whatever  the  occasion  bad  been.  I  am  unwilling  to  stay 
you  from  your  urgent  affairs,  yet  give  me  leave  (upon  this  spe- 
cial occasion)  to  speak  a  little  more  to  this  asaembly.  It  may 
be  of  some  good  use  to  inform  and  rectify  the  judgments  uf 
some  uf  tlie  jieople,  and  may  prevent  such  distempers  as  have 
arisen  among&t  us.  The  great  questions  that  have  troubled 
the  country  are  about  the  authority  of  the  magistrates  and  the 
liberty  of  the  people.  It  is  yourselves  who  have  called  us  to 
this  ulhce,  and  being  called  by  you  we  have  uur  authority  from 
God  in  way  of  un  ordinance,  such  as  hath  the  image  of  (lod 
eminently  stamped  upon  it,  the  contempt  and  violation  where- 
of liatli  been  vindicated  with  examples  uf  divinu  vengeance.  I 
entrL-ut  you  to  couKidcr  that  when  yuu  chuuse  magistrates  you 
take  them  from  iimoug  yuurselves — men  bubject  lo  like  pas- 
sions as  you  are.  Therefure  when  you  avc  inlii  uiiliczi  in  us  yuu 
should  reHcct  upon  your  own,  and  that  would  make  you  bear 
the  more  with  us,  and  not  be  :j0verc  eeu^urers  of  the  failings  of 
-your  magistrates  when  you  have  continual  expuiieuce  ot  the 
like  infirmities  in  yourselves  and  uthers.  \Ve  account  hiui  a 
good  servant  who  breaks  nut  his  covenant.     The  covenant  be- 


tween you  and  us  is  the  oath  you  have  taken  of  us,  which  is  to 
this  purpose,  that  we  shall  govern  you  und  judge  your  cauaea  by 
the  rules  of  God's  laws  and  our  own,  according  to  our  best  skill. 
When  you  agree  with  a  workman  to  build  you  a  ship  or  a 
house,  etc.,  he  undertakes  as  well  for  his  skill  as  for  hit  faith- 
fulness, for  it  is  hia  profession,  and  you  pay  him  for  both.  But 
when  you  call  one  to  be  a  magistrate  he  doth  not  profess  uur 
undertake  tu  have  sufficient  skill  for  that  olhce,  nor  can  you 
furnish  him  with  gifts,  etc.,  therefore  you  must  run  the  hazard 
of  his  skill  and  ability.  But  if  he  fait  in  faitliiuUiesa,  whicli 
by  hia  oath  he  is  bound  unto,  that  lie  must  an>wer  fur.  If  it 
fall  out  that  the  case  be  clear  to  common  apprehensiuii,  and  the 
rule  clear  also,  if  he  transgressea  here,  the  crrour  is  not  in  tlie 
skill  but  in  the  evil  of  the  will  ;  it  must  be  rc(|uired  of  hiui. 
But  if  the  cause  be  doubtful,  or  the  rule  doubtful,  to  men  of 
such  understanding  and  parts  as  your  uiagiatratca  are,  if  your 
magistrates  should  err  here  yourselves  must  bear  it. 

*' For  the  other  point  concerning  liberty,  I  observe  a  great 
mistake  in  the  country  about  that.  There  is  a  twofold  liberty, 
natural  (I  mean  as  our  nature  is  now  currupt)  and  civil  ur 
federal.  The  first  is  common  to  man  with  beasts  and  other 
creatures.  By  this,  man,  as  he  stands  in  relatiun  to  man  simply, 
bath  liberty  to  do  what  he  lists  ;  it  is  a  liberty  to  evil  as  well  as 
to  good.  This  liberty  is  incompatible  and  inconsistent  with 
authority,  and  cannot  endure  the  least  restraint  uf  the  most  just 
authority.  The  exercise  and  maintaining  of  this  liberty  makes 
men  grow  more  evil,  and  in  time  to  be  wurse  than  brute  beasts : 
omtien  aumu»  licentia  deterioret.  This  is  that  great  enemy  of 
truth  and  peace,  that  wild  beaat  which  all  the  ordinances  of 
God  are  bent  against,  to  restrain  and  subdue  it.  The  other  kind 
of  liberty  I  call  civil  or  federal, — it  may  also  be  termed  moral, — 
in  reference  to  the  covenant  between  Gud  and  man,  in  the  moral 
law,  und  the  politio  covenants  and  conatitutionti  amongst  men 
themselvea.  This  liberty  la  the  proper  end  and  object  uf  au- 
thority, and  cannot  subsist  without  it;  and  it  is  a  liberty  to 
that  only  which  is  good,  juet,  and  honest.  This  liberty  you  are 
to  stand  for,  with  the  hazard  (not  only  of  your  goods,  but)  of 
your  lives,  if  need  be.  Whatsoever  crosseth  this  is  not  au- 
thority, but  a  distemper  thereof.  This  liberty  is  maintained 
and  exercised  in  a  way  of  subjection  to  authority;  it  is  of  the 
same  kind  of  liberty  wherewith  Christ  liath  made  us  free.  The 
woman's  own  choice  makes  such  a  man  her  husband  ;  yet  being 
80  chosen,  he  ia  her  lord,  and  she  is  to  be  subject  to  him,  yet 
in  a  way  of  liberty,  not  of  bondage;  and  a  true  wife  accounts 
her  aubjectiou  her  honour  und  freedom,  and  would  not  think 
her  condition  safe  and  free,  but  in  her  subjection  to  her  hus- 
band's authority.  Such  is  the  liberty  of  the  chureli  under  the 
authority  of  Christ,  her  king  and  husband  ;  his  yoke  is  so  easy 
and  sweet  to  her  as  a  bride's  ornauients;  and  if  through  fro- 
wurdnesa  or  wantonness,  <kc.,  she  shake  it  oil',  at  any  time,  she 
is  at  no  rest  in  her  spirit,  until  she  take  it  up  again;  and 
whether  her  lord  smiles  upon  her  and  cmbraccth  her  in  his 
arms,  or  whether  he  frowns,  or  rebukes,  or  smites  her,  sho  iip- 
prehends  the  sweetness  of  his  love  in  all,  and  is  refreshed,  sup- 
ported, and  instructed  by  every  such  dispensation  uf  his  au- 
thority over  her.  On  the  other  side,  ye  knuw  whu  they  are  thiit 
complain  of  this  yoke  and  say,  let  us  break  their  bands,  \.c.  • 
we  will  not  have  this  man  to  rule  over  us.  Kven  so,  brelhrun, 
it  will  be  between  you  and  your  magistrates.  If  you  stand  for 
your  natural  currupt  liberties,  und  will  do  what  is  goud  in  your 
uwn  eyes,  you  will  not  endure  the  Icaat  weight  of  autlinrity,  but 
will  murmur  and  oppose,  and  be  always  striving  to  shake  olf 
that  yoke;  but  if  you  will  be  satislied  to  eiijuy  sueh  civil  und 
lawful  liberties,  such  us  Christ  allows  yuu,  then  will  you  quietly 
and  cheerfully  submit  untu  that  aulhurity  whicli  is  set  over  yuu, 
in  all  the  administratiuns  of  it,  for  your  goud.      Wherein,  if  wo 
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fuil  at  any  time,  we  hope  we  sball  be  williDg  (by  GoU'a  assist- 
ance) to  hearken  to  good  udvice  from  uny  of  you,  or  in  auy 
other  wiiy  of  (lod  ;  so  ^hull  your  liberties  be  presurved  in  up- 
holding tlie  honour  and  power  of  authority  amongst  you." 

The  following  notes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  dep- 
uties and  magistrates  in  relation  to  this  affair  were 
collected  by  Mr.  Savage,  and  published  in  his  edition 
of  Wintlirop  : 

**  The  jlrvf  ordur  of  the  magistrates  is  oa  follows  :  Fined  the 
persons  alter  nuuied  ut  such  sums  as  hereafter  are  expressed, 
having  been  as  moderate  and  gone  as  low  as  they  any  ways 
oould  with  the  holding  up  of  authority  in  any  meadure,  and  the 
maintenance  of  justice,  desiring  the  concurrence  of  the  depu- 
ties herein,  that  at  length  an  end  may  be  put  to  this  long  and 
tedious  business. 

Joshua  Hubbard  is  Bned £2l},00.00 

Edmund  Hubbard,.. 5,U0,UU 

Thomoi  Hubbard 2,UU,00 

Ediuond  Gold ^ « 1,00,00 

John  Fuulshame 20,00,00 

John  Towers 5,00,00 

Daniel  Cushin 2,10,00 

William  Hersey 10,00.00 

Mr.  Bozon  Allen 10,00,00 

Mr.  Peter  Hubbard,  that  tirst  subscribed  the  petition..  2,U0,U0 
All  the  rest  of  the  petitioners,  being  81,  out  of  which 
number  are  excepted  three,  viz.,  Mr.  Peter  Hub* 
bard.  John  Foulshame,  and  John  Towres,  the  rest 
making  78,  are  fined  20  shillings  a  piece,  the  sum 

of  which  is 155,10,00 

"  We  have  also  voted,  that  according  to  the  order  of  the  Gee- 
eral  Court,  for  so  long  time  aa  their  cause  bath  been  in  handling, 
the  petitioners  shall  bear  the  charge  of  the  General  Court,  the 
sum  of  xvliich  costs  is  to  be  cast  up  and  agreed  by  the  court, 
when  the  cause  is  tinished. 

''The  house  of  deputies  having  issued  the  Hingham  bui<ineas 
before  the  judgment  of  our  honored  magistrates  upon  the  case 
oame  down,  they  have  hereunder  expressed  their  determinate 
censures  upon  such  as  they  tind  delinquent  in  the  cose,  viz.: 

Joshua  Hubbard  is  fined £20,00,00 

Anthony  Eames 5,00,00 

Thomas  Hubbard 4,00,00 

Edmi.nd  Hubbard 10,00,00 

Dauiel  Cusban 4,00,00 

William  Hersey 4,00,00 

Mr.    Allen,  beside  his  proportion  with  the 

train  band 1.00,00 

Edmond  Gold 2,00,00 

Total £50,00,00 

"  The  rest  of  the  train  band  of  Hingham,  that  have  an  equal 
vote  allowed  them  by  law  for  the  choice  of  their  military  offi- 
cers, are  fined  55  pounds  to  bu  paid  by  equal  proportion,  the 
whicit  >aid  sums  of  50  and  55  pounds  are  laid  upon  the  said  de- 
linquents for  the  satisfying  of  the  charge  of  the  court  occasioned 
by  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  in  case  the  said  charge  shall  arise 
to  the  sum  of  105  pounds.  The  deputies  desire  the  cou^icut  of 
the  luugiatratcs  herein. 

"Several  discordant  votes  pai>sed  each  brunch  before  the  busi- 
ness was  brought  to  its  close." 

After  jiiviug  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court,  Winthrop  remarks  as  follows : 

'*  I  should  have  mentioned  in  the  Hingham  cose,  what  care 
and  paiu:4  many  of  the  elders  had  taken  to  reconcile  the  dificr- 
enccs  w  liich  were  grown  in  that  church.  Mr.  Hubbert,  the  pastor 
there,  being  of  a  Presbyterial  8j)irit,  did  manage  all  afi'airs  with- 
out the  church's  advice,  which  divers  of  the  coogregution  not 


liking  of,  they  were  divided  in  two  parts.  Lieutenant  Ernes, 
etc.,  having  complained  to  the  magistrates,  a?  is  before  ex- 
pressed, Mr.  Hubbert,  etc.,  would  have  cast  him  out  of  the 
church,  pretending  that  he  bad  told  a  tie,  whereupon  they  pro- 
cured the  elders  to  write  to  the  church,  and  so  did  some  of  the 
magistrates  also,  whereupon  they  stayed  proceeding  against 
the  lieutenant  for  a  day  or  two.  But  be  and  some  twelve  more 
of  them,  perceiving  he  was  resolved  to  proceed,  Knd  finding  no 
way  of  reconciliation,  they  withdrew  from  the  church,  and 
openly  declared  it  in  the  congregation.  This  course  the  elders 
did  not  approve  of.  But  being  present  in  the  court,  when  their 
petition  against  the  deputy-governour  was  heard,  Mr.  Hub- 
bert, perceiving  the  cause  was  like  to  go  again8t  him  and  his 
party,  desired  the  elders  to  go  to  Hingham  to  meditate  a  recon- 
ciliation (which  be  would  never  hearken  to  before,  being  earn- 
estly sought  by  the  other  party,  and  offered  by  the  elders)  in 
the  interim  of  the  court's  adjournment  for  one  week.  They 
readily  accepted  the  motion,  and  went  to  Hingham,  and  spent 
two  or  three  days  there,  and  found  the  pastor  and  his  party  in 
great  fault,  bat  could  not  bring  him  to  any  acknowledgment. 
In  their  return  by  water,  they  were  kept  twenty-four  hours  in 
the  boat  and  were  in  great  danger  by  occasion  of  a  tempest 
which  arose  in  the  night,  but  the  Lord  preserved  them." 

But  the  difficulties  did  not  terminate  here.  The 
authority  of  government  was  resisted  when  the  mar- 
shal attempted  to  levy  the  fines  imposed  on  the 
petitioners.  The  following  is  Winthrop's  account  of 
the  mutter : 

"  1646.  26.  (I,)]  The  governour  and  council  met  at  Boston 
to  take  order  about  a  rescue  which  they  were  informed  of  to 
have  been  committed  at  Hingham  upon  the  marshal,  when  be 
went  to  levy  the  fines  imposed  upon  Mr.  Hubbard  their  pastor 
and  many  others  who  joined  with  him  in  the  petition  against 
the  magistrates,  etc.,  and  having  taken  the  information  of  the 
marshal  and  others,  they  sent  out  summons  for  their  appear- 
ance at  another  day,  at  which  time  Mr.  Hubbard  came  not,  nor 
sent  any  excuses,  though  it  was  proved  that  he  was  at  home, 
and  that  the  summons  was  left  at  bis  house.  Whereupon  he 
was  sent  for  by  attachment  directed  to  the  constable,  who 
brought  him  ut  the  day  of  the  return.  And  being  then  charged 
with  joining  in  the  said  rescue  by  animating  the  utVenders,  and 
discouraging  the  officer,  questioning  the  authority  of  his  war- 
rant because  it  was  not  in  the  king's  name,  and  standing  upon 
bis  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  England,  and  exemption  from 
such  laws  as  were  not  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England,  raying 
to  the  marshal  that  he  could  never  know  wherefore  he  was 
fined,  except  it  were  for  petitioning,  and  if  they  were  to  wasp- 
ish that  they  might  not  be  petitioned,  he  knew  not  what  to  say 
to  it,  etc.  All  the  answer  he  would  give  was,  that  if  he  hud 
broken  any  wholesome  law  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, he  was  ready  to  submit  to  censure.  So  he  was  bound 
over  to  the  ne.xt  court  of  assistants. 

*'  The  court  being  at  Boston,  Mr.  Hubbard  appeared,  and  the 
marshal's  information  and  other  concurrent  testimony  being 
reud  to  him,  and  his  answer  demanded,  he  desired  to  know  in 
what  state  he  stood,  and  what  oHuiicu  he  .><hi)uld  be  charged 
with,  or  what  wholesome  law  of  the  land,  not  repugnant  to  the 
law  of  England,  he  had  broken.  The  court  tohl  him,  that  the 
matters  be  was  charged  with  amounted  to  a  seditious  practice 
and  derogation  and  contempt  uf  authority.  He  :rtill  pressed  to 
know  what  law,  etc.  He  was  told  that  the  oath  which  he  hud 
taken  was  a  law  to  him  ;  and  beside  the  law  of  God  which  we 
were  to  judge  by  in  case  of  a  delect  of  an  ei:pre;^B  law.  He  said 
that  the  law  of  Qod  admitted  various  interpretations,  etc.    Then 
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bo  desired  to  see  his  accusers.  Upon  that  the  muriibal  wne 
CiilleJ,  \?ho  justified  his  information.  Then  he  dc:iired  to  be 
tried  by  u  jury,  and  to  have  the  witnessea  produced  viva  voce. 
The  secretary  told  hiiu  that  two  were  present,  and  the  third  was 
sworn  to  liia  exanitnatiun  (but  in  that  he  was  mistaken,  for  he 
had  not  been  sworn),  but  to  suttafy  him,  he  wan  sent  for  and 
sworn  in  court.  The  matters  testified  against  hiia  were  his 
apeeulies  to  the  marshal  bcfure  thirty  persons,  against  our  au- 
thority and  government,  etc.  1.  That  we  were  but  as  a  corpo- 
ration in  Euglund  ;  2.  That  by  our  patent  (as  he  understood  it) 
we  could  not  [>ut  any  man  to  death,  nur  do  divera  other  things 
which  we  did:  ;i.  That  lie  knew  not  wherefore  the  General 
Court  had  fined  them,  excejit  it  were  for  petitioning,  and  if  they 
were  so  waapisli  (or  captious)  as  they  might  not  be  petitioned, 
etc.,  and  uther  speeches  tending  todidparuge  our  authority  and 
proceedings.  Accordingly  a  bill  was  drawn  up,  etc.,  and  the 
jury  fuund  that  he  seemed  to  be  ilUufifected  to  this  government, 
and  that  his  speeches  tended  to  sedition  and  contempt  of  au- 
thority. Whereupon  the  whule  court  (except  Mr.  BeUingham, 
who  judged  him  to  deserve  no  censure,  and  desired  in  open 
court  to  huve  his  disxent  recorded)  adjudged  him  t<>  puy  20 
pounds  fine,  and  to  be  bound  to  bis  good  behaviour,  till  the  next 
court  of  assistants,  tind  then  farther  if  the  court  should  see 
cause.  At  ihia  sentence  liia  spirit  rose,  and  he  would  know 
wliai  the  good  behaviour  was,  and  desired  the  nnmes  of  the  jury, 
and  a  copy  of  all  the  proceedings,  which  waa  granted  him,  and 
80  he  was  dismissed  at  present." 

"  Id  1646,'*  says  Mr.  LIdcoId,  "  the  celebrated  pe- 
tition of  Dr.  Chiid  and  six  others,  for  the  abolitioD  of 
'  the  distiDctioDS  which  were  luaiataiDcd  here  both  in 
civil  and  church  estate,'  and  that  the  people  of  this 
country  might  be  wholly  governed  by  the  laws  of 
England,  was  presented  to  the  house  of  deputies. 
Six  of  tiie  petitioners  were  cited  before  the  court  and 
charged  with  great  offenses  contained  in  this  petition  : 
they  appealed  to  the  parliamentof  England,  and  offered 
security  to  abide  by  their  sentence,  but  the  court 
thought  proper  to  sentence  the  offenders  to  fine  and 
imprisonment.  The  petitioners  then  resolved  to  lay 
their  case  before  parliament,  and  Dr.  Child,  Mr.  Vas- 
sal!, and  Mr.  Fowle  went  to  England  for  that  purpose,* 
but  it  appears  that  they  met  witli  very  ill  success  in 
tiieir  exertions.  The  papers  were  published  at  Lon- 
don by  Maj.  John  Child,  brother  of  Dr.  Robert  Child, 
in  a  tract  entitled  *  New  England's  Jonas  Cast  up  at 
London,'  in  allusion,  probably,  to  the  remark  of  Mr. 
Cotton  in  one  of  his  sermons,  '  thai  if  any  shall  carry 
any  writings  or  complaiiUs  against  the  people  of  God, 
in  this  country  to  England,  it  would  be  as  Jonas  in 
the  ship.'  This  tract  was  answered  by  Mr.  Winslow, 
who  was  then  in  England,  in  another  tract  entitled  the 
*  Salamander,'  *  wherein  (suys  Winthrop)  he  cleared 
the  justice  of  the  proceedings*  of  the  government 
here.' 

*  An  amusing  account  of  the  superstitious  terror  of  some  of 
the  piissengers  in  the  vessel  in  which  the  petitioners  went  to 
Euglund,  und  of  the  ill  success  of  tiieir  petition,  may  be  found 
in  NeaTs  "  History  of  New  England." 


"  This  notice  of  the  petition  of  Dr.  Child  and 
others  is  introduced  for  tlie  purpose  of  correcting  an 
error  into  which  Hutchinson  and  Neal  have  fallen  in 
confounding  this  controversy  with  that  of  our  mili- 
tary dispute,  which  created  so  much  excitement  iu 
the  country.  It  is  proper  to  mention,  however,  that 
Mr.  Hubart  was  suspected  of  'having  a  hand  in  it,' 
and  consequently  was  obliged  to  suffer  another  of  the 
mortifications  to  which  the  relentless  spirit  of  persecu- 
tion has  subjected  him.  Winthrop's  account  of  his 
treatment  is  as  follows : 

*"  In  1646.  (9.)  4.]  This  court  the  business  of  Gorton  ic, 
and  of  the  petitioners,  Dr.  Child,  <tc.,  were  taken  into  consid- 
eration, and  it  WHS  thought  needful  to  send  sumc  able  man  intu 
England,  with  commission  and  instructions,  to  bati::fy  the  com- 
missioners for  pbntatiuns  about  those  cuuiplaints  ;  and  because 
it  woa  a  matter  of  so  great  and  general  eoncornnteut,  eucb  of 
the  elderd  as  could  be  had  were  sent  for,  to  have  their  advice  in 
the  matter.  Mr.  Hubbard  of  Hinghain  came  with  the  rest,  but 
the  court  being  informed  tliat  he  tiad  an  baud  in  a  {tetition, 
which  Mr.  Vasaall  carried  into  England  against  the  country  in 
general,  the  governour  propounded  that  if  any  elder  present 
had  any  such  bund,  &c.,  ho  wuuld  withdraw  liiuisclt'.  Mr. 
Hubbard  bitting  still  a  goud  space,  and  no  man  speaking,  ono 
of  the  deputies  infunued  the  court  thai  Mr.  Hubbard  was  the 
man  suspected,  whereupon  he  arose,  and  said,  that  be  knew 
nothing  of  any  such  petition.  The  governour  replied,  that 
seeing  he  wua  now  named,  be  must  needs  deliver  his  mind 
about  him,  whioh  was,  that  although  they  had  no  prouf  pre;^ent 
about  the  matter  of  the  petition,  and  therefore  his  denial  was  a 
sufficient  clearing,  tLo.,  yet  in  regard  he  bad  so  much  opposed 
authority,  and  olfered  such  contempt  to  it,  as  fur  which  he  had 
been  lately  bound  to  bis  good  behaviour,  he  thought  he  wuuld 
(in  discretion)  withdraw  himself,  Xc,  whercupun  be  went  out. 
Then  the  governour  put  the  court  in  mind  of  a  greut  miscar- 
riage, in  that  our  secretest  counsels  were  presently  kuoivii 
abroad,  which  could  not  be  but  by  some  among  ourselves,  and 
desired  them  to  look  at  it  as  a  matter  of  great  unfiii(hfulnc>3, 
and  that  our  present  consultations  might  be  kept  in  the  breast 
of  the  court,  and  not  be  divulged  abroad,  as  others  had  bt-eii.' 

*'  Winthrop  then  remarks  upon  a  special  provi- 
dence of  God  (as  he  terms  it),  in  which  he  takes  it 
for  granted  that  Mr.  Hobart,  the  people  of  Iliug- 
ham,  and  Dr.  Child  entertained  similar  views,  if  they 
did  not  openly  combine  their  efforts  to  promote  them. 

"  *  I  must  here  observe  a  special  providence  of  God,  pointing 
out  hia  displeasure  against  aume  profane  persons  who  took 
part  with  Dr.  Child,  Jcc,  against  the  government  and  uburcbes 
here.  The  court  had  appointed  a  general  fast  to  seek  Gud  (as 
for  some  other  occasions  eo)  in  the  trouble  which  thieiitL-nud 
us  by  the  petitioners,  tkc.  The  pastor  of  Ilingham  :ind  others 
of  hi?  church  (being  of  their  party)  made  light  of  it,  and  some 
aaid  they  would  not  fast  agaiust  Dr.  Child  and  iigaiust  them- 
selves; and  there  were  two  of  them  (one  Pitt  and  Juhuaon) 
who,  having  a  great  raft  of  masts  und  planks  (wortli  h>rty  or 
fifty  pounds)  to  tow  to  Boston,  would  needs  set  forth  about  noun 
the  day  before  (it  buing  impossible  they  could  get  to  lto.'<tun 
before  the  fast);  but  when  they  came  at  Castle  Island  there 
arose  such  a  tempest  as  carried  away  their  ratt,  and  forced 
them  to  cut  their  masts  to  save  their  lives.  Sonic  o(  their 
masta  and  plank   they  recovered  after,  where  it  hud  been  cast 
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on  ahorc;  but  when  they  c:iaie  with  it  to  the  Castle,  they  were 
forced  bi>cl<  again,  und  were  so  oft  put  back  with  contrary 
winds,  Ac,  as  it  was  above  a  month  before  Ihoy  could  bring  all 
the  remainder  to  Boston.' 

"  Tlio  editor  of  Winthrop  in  noticiug  these  re- 
marks very  justly  observes  '  that  unless  we  be  careful 
always  to  consider  the  cause  of  any  special  provi- 
dence, we  may  fail  in  our  views  of  the  displeasure  of 
God  ;'  and  notices  the  fact  that  the  clergy  when  they 
came  to  this  town  to  reduce  the  church  members  to 
sobriety  '  were  kept  twenty-four  hours  in  the  boat, 
and  were  in  great  danger  by  occasion  of  a  tempest.' 

"  The  last  time  at  wliich  Mr.  Hobart  was  made  to 
feel  the  displeasure  of  the  government  was  in  1647. 
Winthrop  mentions  it  in  the  following  manner: 

'"i.  (6.)  There  was  a  great  marriage  to  be  solemnized  at 
Boston.  The  bridegroom  being  of  Ilingbam,  Mr.  Hubbard's 
church,  he  was  procured  to  preach,  and  came  to  Boston  to  that 
end.  But  the  magistrates,  hearing  of  it,  seat  to  him  to  forbear. 
The  rc:isoDS  were,  first,  for  that  his  spirit  had  been  discovered 
to  be  averse  to  our  ecclesiastical  and  civil  government,  and  he 
was  a  bold  man,  and  would  speak  his  mind ;  second,  we  wore  not 
willing  to  bring  in  the  English  custom  of  ministers  performing 
the  solemnity  of  marriage,  which  sermons  at  such  times  might 
induce,  hut  if  any  minister  were  present,  and  would  bestow  a 
word  of  exhortation,  etc.,  it  was  permitted.' 

"The  dispassionate  reader,"  Mr.  Lincoln  justly 
observes  that,  "  while  he  will  give  to  Winthrop  all  the 
credit  to  which  his  impartiality  entitles  him,  cannot 
fiiil  to  discover  some  circumstances  which  tend  to  ex- 
tenuate the  criminality  of  the  conduct  of  a  large  and 
respectable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town. 
The  convictions  which  the  deputy  governor  enter- 
tained, of  the  disorderly  and  seditious  course  of  Mr. 
Hobart  and  his  friends,  were  deep  and  strong  ;  and 
in  .some  instances  his  conduct  indicated  anything  but 
a  charitable  spirit  towards  those  whose  principal  error 
(if  any)  consisted  in  their  attachment  to  more  liberal 
views  of  government  than  those  generally  enter- 
tained at  that  time. 

"  Winthrop  acknowledges  that  '  the  great  questions 
that  troubled  the  country  were  about  the  authority 
of  the  magistrates  and  the  liberty  of  the  people.' 
'  Two  of  the  magistrates  and  many  of  the  deputies' 
esteemed  for  piety,  prudence,  and  justice,  '  were  of 
opinion  that  the  magistrate  exercised  too  much  power, 
and  that  the  people's  liberty  was  thereby  in  danger,' 
and  the  tendency  of  their  principles  and  conduct  was 
(in  the  opinion  of  the  deputy  governor)  to  have 
brought  the  commonwealth  '  to  a  mere  democracy.' 

"Thus  we  learn  that  one  of  the  military  company 
here  professed  '  he  would  die  at  the  sword's  point,  if 
he  might  not  have  the  choice  of  his  own  oflficers.' 
Some  of  the  principles  and  privileges  for  which  our 
fathers  contended,  were  undoubtedly  too  liberal  and 


republican  for  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  they 
lived.  They  were,  perhaps,  injudicious  and  indiscreet 
in  their  endeavors  to  promote  their  views;  and  prob- 
ably in  some  instances  might  not  have  expressed  that 
respect  for  the  constituted  authorities  to  which  their 
character  entitled  them.  The  most  superficial  reader, 
however,  may  discover  in  the  conduct  of  the  deputy 
governor  something  of  the  spirit  of  bigotry  which 
was,  unfortunately,  too  often  allowed  to  affect  the 
judgments  of  the  wisest  and  best  of  men  at  that  time, 
and  which  operated  very  much  to  the  injury  of  those 
who  entertained  more  liberal  opinions  in  politics  and 
religion.  The  deputies,  although  conscious  of  the 
disorder  which  the  prevalence  of  such  principles  might 
cause  in  the  community,  did  not  feel  so  strong  a  dis- 
regard of  the  motives  of  the  people  of  Hingham, 
which  impelled  them  to  the  course  which  they  pur- 
sued, as  to  induce  them  to  consent  to  impose  on  them 
heavy  fines  without  great  reluctance. 

"  The  deputy  governor  appears  to  have  been  very 
sensitive  on  the  subject  of  innovations  upon  the  au- 
thority of  government,  and  strongly  bent,  not  only 
upon  punishing,  but  desirous  of  publicly  disgracing 
the  '  profane'  people  of  Hingham.  He  seems  to  have 
'  engulphed  Bible,  Testament  and  all  into  the  com- 
mon law,'  as  authority  for  the  severe  measures  which 
were  taken  to  mortify  their  feelings  and  to  check  the 
spread  of  principles  so  democratic  in  their  tendency, 
and  so  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the  common- 
wealth. Accordingly,  we  find  that  the  magistrates 
sent  to  Mr.  Hobart  to  forbear  delivering  a  discourse 
on  the  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  one  of  his  church, 
at  Boston,  among  other  reasons,  '  because  he  was  a 
bold  man.  and  would  speak  his  mind.' 

"The  effect  of  this  controversy  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  ultimately  injurious  to  the  most  conspicu- 
ous individuals  engaged  in  it.  Mr.  Hobart,  tlie 
pastor  of  Hingham,  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  his  people, 
and,  as  has  been  before  remarked,  was  relieved  from 
severe  penalties  which  he  incurred  by  the  liberality  of 
the  people  of  the  town.  His  brother,  Josliua,  was 
afterwards  frequently  a  deputy,  and  in  1674  he  was 
honored  by  an  election  to  the  office  of  Speaker  to  the 
House  of  Deputies. 

"  It  is  to  be  admitted  that  the  excitement  neces- 
sarily caused  by  the  agitation  of  this  business,  served 
to  retard  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  town  ;  and 
while  the  effects  of  the  displeasure  of  the  goverment 
were  operating  to  its  injury,  many  of  the  inhabitants 
removed  to  other  places." 

Hingham,  it  appears,  suffered  but  little  from  the 
depredations  of  the  Indians.  Upon  the  commence- 
ment of  King  Philip's  war,  in  1675,  which  carried 
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terror  and  desolatioo  to  New  EaglaoJ,  it  appears  tliat 
"  soldiera  were  impressed  into  the  country  service," 
and  on  the  19th  of  April,  1G73,  John  Jacob  was 
killed  by  a  marauding  band  of  savages,  and  subse- 
quently the  houses  of  Joseph  Joanes,  Anthony 
Sprague,  Israel  Hobart,  Natlianiel  Chubbuck,  and 
James  Whitons  wore  burned  by  the  Indians. 

The  following  order  was  adopted  by  the  selectmen 
in  1676: 

**  Ttio  selectmen  ut'  [lin<^liaui,  tuking  iotu  euti^iiiieriition  the 
■^rmU  (lunger  we  are  in,  ami  dumugo  might  enaue  on  ua,  by  tin: 
IniiiuDS  buing  uur  open  enemies,  unii  al^o  euuipiaint  mude  to  u.^ 
on  that  liccuunt,  do  therefore  order  and  agree  that  no  person  or 
periuns  in  tbi^  town  shall  take  in  any  Indian  or  Indians  into 
the  sii'id  town,  or  entertain  or  keep  any  Indian  or  Indians  in 
the  ^aid  town  or  in  their  service  ur  houses,  without  order  from 
authority,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  for  every  such 
olfcucc,"  etc. 

Garrison-houaea  were  established  about  this  time, 
and  there  were  also  three  forts  id  the  town. 
Id  1662  the  towD  voted  as  follows: 

'*  No  Indian  shall  set  up  a  wigwam  either  upon  property  of 
the  town's  common,  or  dwell  in  one  already  set  up,  from  mid- 
summer next  until  the  la^t  day  of  September  following,  upon 
penalty  of  twenty  shillingd  for  every  such  offence,  and  if  any 
Kuglisbman  phull  give  leave  and  permit  any  such  wigwam  to  be 
built  upon  his  land,  he  shall  bo  liable  unto  the  same  forfeiture, 
and  any  man  in  the  town  aggrieved  is  hereby  empowered  to 
prosecute  this  order,  and  to  have  consideration  allowed  him  by 
the  selectmen." 

la  1665,  ia  the  "seaventeenth  yeare  of  the  raigDe 
of  our  Soveraigne,  Lord  Charles  the  Second,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  Great  Brlttauie,  France,  and  Ireland, 
King,  defender  of  the  faith,**  the  inhabitants  procured 
a  deed  of  the  town  of  the  Indian  Wauipatuck,  called 
by  the  English,  Josiah,  chief  Indian,  and  Squmuck, 
called  by  the  English,  Daniel,  son  of  Chickatubut. 
This  deed  was  witnessed  by  Job  Noeshteans,  William 
Mauananianut,  and  Robert  Mumuntahgin,  Indians, 
and  John  Hues,  Mattiaa  Briggs,  and  Job  Judkins. 


CHAPTER    III. 

WAR   OF   THE    REVOLUTION. 

Committee  of  17G3 — Proceedings  of  the  Town — The  Resolutions 
of  1770 — Sentiment  of  the  Town  in  1773 — Resu'utiuns  of 
1773 — Benjamin  Lincoln,  Delegate  to  Provincial  Congre^iS — 
Various  Votes,  Resolutions,  etc. 

I'UE  first  reference  in  the  town  records  to  the  events 
which  immediately  preceded  the  Revolution,  is  under 
date  of  May,  17G8,  being  the  report  of  a  committee^ 


I  to  devise  measures  for  the  encouragement  of  industry 
!  and  economy,  as  follows : 

I  "The  Committee  appointed  by  the  town  of  llingbaui,  at 
I  their  meeting  in  March  last,  to  take  under  con^ideralioii  the 
encouraging  and  promoting  economy  und  industry  in  the  siiid 
I  town,  report  the  following  Resolves  :  First,  that  we  will  by  all 
ways  and  means  in  our  power,  encourage  aoil  promote  thu  j>r:ic- 
tice  of  virtue  and  Huppreasing  of  vice  and  immorality,  the  latter 
of  which  seem  daily  incrcasiog  umung  us,  and  the  decay  of  the 
former  much  to  be  lamented.  [T/ii»  part  c/  the  jii-Ht  piiitujniph 
being  read,  the  t/iieatioii  wfta  put  wht:lhtr  it  btt  nccpptvii :  jmnMefi 
in  the  aj^rmutive.]  And  for  promoting  the  one  and  ili.icoiirag- 
ing  tbe  other  we  apprehend  the  lessening  the  number  of  licensed 
houses  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  purpose,  and  that  not 
more  than  three  retailers  in  the  North  Pari-h,  two  in  the  East, 
and  one  in  the  South,  would  be  as  many  as  would  be  consi.-.tent 
with  the  interests  of  tbe  community.  [Thiv  rtmaiuiuy  part  uf 
the  Jirnt  paragraph  being  read^  the  ijueation  ivat  put  whefhtr  it  be 
accepted :  paused  in  the  negative.]  Secondly,  we  resolve  for  the 
future  to  improve  our  lands  more  generally  for  raising  of  tlax 
and  increasing  our  stocks  of  sheep,  which  materials,  properly 
improved  among  ourselves,  may  prevent  tbe  necessity  of  using 
so  great  a  quantity  of  imported  commodities  and  increasing  our 
own  manufactures,  and  thereby  tbe  poorer  sort  more  protitably 
employed,  tbe  medium  likewise,  in  a  great  lucasuru  preserved 
and  increased,  for  tbe  want  of  whiuh  tbe  industrious  are  at  this 
time  under  great  disadvantages.  [TA/*  atcund  rcno/rf  bring 
read,  the  tjueiition  waa  put  whether  the  name  be  avc'-jtted :  ptinaed 
in  the  ajfirmative.] 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
town  on  the  2l8t  of  September,  1768,  on  the  recep- 
tion of  a  circular  from  the  inhabitants  of  Boston: 

*'  At  the  said  meeting  the  town  chose  Dea.  Joshua  Hearsey  a 
committee  to  join  the  committees  from  the  several  towns  within 
tbe  province,  to  a&semble  at  Boston  on  the  22d  day  of  Septem- 
ber, current,  then  and  there  to  consult  such  measures  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  preservatiau  of  good  order  und  regularity  in 
tbe  province  at  this  critical  conjuncture  uf  atfairH,  and  voted 
the  following  instructions  to  him,  viz. : 

"  *  As  you  are  chosen  and  appointed  by  the  town  of  Ilingliam 
to  join  with  committees  from  the  several  towns  within  this 
Province,  desired  to  meet  at  Boston  on  the  22d  day  uf  Sc[item- 
ber  current,  then  and  there  to  consult  such  measures  a?  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  and  regularity  in 
the  Province  at  this  critical  conjuncture  of  all'uirs.  We  advise 
and  direct  you  that  you  use  your  endeavors  to  j>re3erve  peace 
and  good  order  in  the  Province  and  loyalty  to  the  king;  thai 
you  take  every  legal  and  constitutional  method  fur  the  preser- 
vation of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  fur  having  lediesycd 
those  grievances  we  so  generally  complain  of  and  so  sensibly 
feel;  that  all  possible  care  be  taken  that  the  troop.-n  (that) 
should  arrive  have  provision  made  fur  them,  so  that  they  he 
nut  billeted  in  private  families  and  at  so  uouveuient  a  dist.mee 
as  not  to  interrupt  the  pcuple;  that  you  encuuragc  the  inhah- 
itauts  to  keep  up  military  duty  whereby  they  may  bu  in  a  ca- 
pacity to  defend  themselves  against  foreign  enemies;  and  in 
case  you  are  exposed  to  any  charges  in  jirusecuting  any  of  thu 
foregoing  preparations,  we  will  repay  it,  and  as  these  instiuc- 
tions  are  for  your  private  use,  improve  them  fur  thai  purpose 
and  fur  no  other  whatever.' 


^  This  committee  consisted  of  Hon.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  father 
of  Oen.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  of  the  army  of  the  Uevolutiun,  John 


Thaxtcr,  Esq.,  Capt.  Theophilus  Cushing,  Deacon  Joshua  Ker- 
sey, Dr.  Ezukiel  Hersey,  Caleb  Bales,  Capt.  Daniel  Lincuin, 
Capt.  Juseph  Thaxtcr,  Lazarus  Beule,  and  Ueacuii  laaac  Lincoln. 
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"  The  foregoin;?  instructioDs  were  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Ezekiel 
Hcar^tcy,  BeDJamin  LiDCoIo,  Jr.,  naij  Cupt.  Daniel  Lioculn." 

March   19,   1770,    the    iuhabitanta    of    Hicmhum 
passed  resolutions  relutinj^  to  the  noo-coosumptioD  of 
imported  ^^oods  and   to   liie  Bostoo   massacre.     These  i 
resolutions  do  uot  appear  in  the  town  records,  but  are  I 
coniained  in   the  following  letter  from   Gen.  Lincoln  i 
to  the  committee  of  merchants  in  Boston  :  i 

"  HiNGliAM,  March  24th,  177U. 
'*  To  (he  Gentlemen  the  Covnnittee  of  Merchants  in  liugton. 

**  tjK.NTLKMEN, — At  the  aoDuul  tueetiog  of  the  town  of  Hing- 
bam  ou  the  lltth  day  of  March,  .i.D.  1770,  Upon  a  motion  be- 
ing made  and  seconded  (though  omitted  in  the  wiirrant),  the 
inhabitants  taking  into  conaidoration  the  distressed  circum- 
stances of  the  people  in  this  and  the  neighboring  Provinces, 
ocL-ii^iiiuned  by  the  late  parliamentary  acts  for  raising  a  revenue 
in  North  America,  the  manner  of  collecting  the  same,  and  tlie 
measures  gone  into  to  enforce  obedience  to  tbem,  and  judging 
that  every  society  and  every  individual  person  are  loudly  called 
to  exert  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  in  a  ooastitutional  way  to 
procure  a  redress  of  those  grievances,  and  to  secure  the  privi- 
leges by  charter  conveyed  to  them,  and  that  freedom  which 
they  have  a  right  to  as  men  and  English  subjects,  came  to  the 
following  votes : 

'*  Voted,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  patriotic  resolutions 
of  the  merchants  of  this  Province  not  to  import  goods  from 
Great  Britain  till  the  repeal  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  and  viewing 
it  as  having  a  tendency  to  retrieve  us  from  those  burthens  so 
much  complained  of,  and  so  sensibly  felt  by  us;  we  will  do  all 
ID  our  power,  in  a  legal  way,  to  support  them  in  carrying  into 
execution  so  worthy  ao  undertaking. 

"  Voted,  That  those  few  who  have  imported  goods  contrary 
to  general  agreement  and  counteracted  the  prudent  and  laud- 
able ulTorts  of  the  merchants  and  traders  aforesaid,  have  thereby 
forfeited  the  confidence  of  their  brethren;  and  therefore,  we 
declare  that  we  will  nut  directly  or  indirectly  have  any  com- 
merce or  dealing:]  with  them. 

**  Voted,  That  we  will  discourage  the  use  of  foreign  super- 
fluitieij  among  us  and  encourage  our  own  manufactures. 

'•  Voted,  That  we  heartily  sympathize  with  our  brethren  of 
the  town  of  Duston,  in  the  late  unhappy  destruction  of  bo  many 
of  their  inhabitants,  and  we  rejoice  with  them  that  there  yet 
remains  the  free  exercibu  of  the  civil  authority. 

"  Voted,  That  the  town  clerk  be  ordered  to  transmit  a  copy 
hereof  to  tlie  Committee  of  Merchants  in  Boston. 

"  I  cheerfully  comply  with  the  above  order  and  herewith  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  Votes. 

**  I  Aui,  gentlemen,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  huiuble  servant. 

"Bknjauin  Lincoln,  Jun'iu" 

Tlie  views  and  feelings  of  the  inbabiiatits  of  this 

town,  respecting  the  subjects  of  controversy  between 
this  and  tl»e  mother-couucry,  maybe  learned  from  the 
following  iubtructioDs  given  to  their  represeutative  to 
the  General  Court :  j 

"The  committee  chosen  to  draft  some  instructions  proper  lo 
be  given  our  representative  reported  as  fuUovveth  :  We  the  sub-  I 
scribers  being  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  i 
Hingham,  at  a  legal  meeting  on  the  1 1th  inst.,  and  to  draft  tiome  I 
instructions  proper  to  be  given  our  representative  under  the  j 
present  alarming  situation  of  affairs  in  this  government,  beg  ' 
leave  to  report  as  followeth,  viz.:  ' 


"To  John  Thaxtkr,  Esg. 

*'  Whereas,  your  constituents  are  feelingly  sensible  of  ii  num- 
ber of  infringements  on  their  rights  and  privileges  until  lately 
unheard  of,  the  whole  of  which  we  pretend  not  to  uuumerute  to 
you  as  from  your  knowledge  of  our  present  stute  they  must 
bear  strongly  on  your  own  mind;  but  would  notwithstanding 
mention  the  following:  First,  the  act  of  Parliament  passed  in 
the  last  session  thereof,  entitled  au  act  for  the  better  preserving 
his  Majesty's  doclt-yards,  magazines,  Hhips,  ammunition,  and 
stores,  we  look  upon  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  grievances ;  that 
persons  accused  of  capital  offences  should  he  carried  3UUU  miles 
distant  from  the  place  where  the  crime  was  committed,  to  be 
tried,  the  inconvenience  and  injustice  of  wliiuh  so  fully  appear 
that  there  needs  no  animadversion.  Second,  The  act  of  Par- 
liament obliging  all  ships  or  vessels  from  Portugal  to  this  pro- 
vince to  enter  their  fruit  in  some  port  of  Great  Britain,  by 
which  great  expense  must  arise,  and  the  fruit  often  much  dam- 
aged, by  which  means  the  trade  is  burthened,  clogged  and  dib- 
couraged, — we  on  the  whole  instruct  you,  that  you  use  your 
utmost  endeavors,  by  dispassionate  remonstrance,  and  humble 
petition  in  a  legislative  way,  to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
to  have  these  and  all  grievances  we  now  labour  under  redressed, 
and  those  we  fear  from  oiroumstances  are  taking  place. 

**  And  we  instruct  you,  that  you  use  your  best  endeavours, 
that  a  salary  be  granted  by  this  province  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Superior  Court,  aa  shall  be  adequate  to  their  important  ot&cc  ; 
and  that  you  endeavour  that  a  harmony  may  subsist  on  a  proper 
foundation  between  the  several  branches  of  the  legislative  body 
of  this  province,  whioh  cement  is  essentially  necessary  to  the 
interest  and  happiness  thereof: 

"  BuLA   Lincoln, 

"  Bknjamin   Lincoln, 

"  JOSKFH    TlIAXTEB, 

"Jacob  Cushinc;, 
"Joshua  Ukausky. 

*'  Committee. 
"HiNOMAM,  January  13,  1773." 

1774,  Jan.  31.  The  town  appointed  a  committee  to 
take  into  consideration  a  letter  and  papers  sent  from 
the  Boston  Committee  of  CorrcspoDdence  to  this  town. 
The  committee  was  composed  of  the  following  gen- 
tlemen :  Benjamin  Lincoln^  E^q.,  Joseph  Andrew:)^ 
Deacon  Joshua  Hersey,  Deacon  Theophilus  Gushing, 
Caleb  Bates,  James  Fearing,  Jacob  Gushing,  Esq., 
Thomas  Loring,  and  Hezckiah  Gushing.  They  pre- 
sented a  report  at  the  annual  town-meeting  in  March 
following,  from  which  the  nature  of  the  subjects  sub- 
mitted to  their  coohideracion  fully  appears.  It  was 
as  follows : 

"  When  we  call  to  mind  a  late  Act  of  the  British  Pa,rliament, 
expressly  declaring  that  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  have  ever  had,  and  of  right  ought  to 
have,  full  power  and  authority  to  make  laws  and  statutes  o^ 
sufficient  force  and  validity  to  bind  the  colonies  and  people  of 
America,  subject  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  casus 
whatever,  and  in  consequence  thereof  un  Act  of  Parliament  made 
for  the  express  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America,  for  de- 
fraying the  charge  of  the  administration  of  justice,  ttc,  in  the 
colonies;  and  when  also  we  consider  that  the  uiore  ellt-ctually 
to  carry  into  execution  the  fame  Act,  the  councils  of  the  nation, 
in  a  late  session  of  the  British  Parliament,  have  empowered  the 
East  India  Company  to  export  their  teas  to  America,  free  of  all 
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duties  in  Eu^IildJ,  but  still  liuble  to  a  duty  on  it^  being  landed 
in  the  coluoies;  and  comparing  tbuse  Acts  and  others  biniilai-  to 
them,  with  several  clause.s  in  the  charter  granted  to  this  prov- 
ince by  their  late  Maje:ttied,  King  Wiltiatn  and  Queen  Mary,  uf 
blessed  uietiiory,  in  which  it  \8  among  other  things  ordained  and 
established  that  all  and  every  of  the  subjects  of  us.  our  heirs  and 
auocessor?,  which  shall  go  to  inhabit  in  our  said  province  and 
territory,  and  every  of  their  children  which  shall  happen  to  be 
burn  there, or  on  the  seus  going  lliitheror  returning  iVoui  thence, 
shall  haveund  enjoy  alt  the  liberties  and  iuiraunities  of  free  and 
natural  subjects,  within  any  of  the  dominions  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  to  all  intents,  constructions  and  purposes  whatever, 
as  if  they  and  every  of  them  were  born  within  this  our  rc;ilm  of 
England,  and  whereas  it  is  by  the  said  royal  charter  especially 
ordained,  that  the  Great  and  (General  Courtor  Assembly,  therein 
constituted,  shall  bavu  full  power  and  authority  to  iuipose  and 
levy  proportionate  and  reasonable  assessments  and  taxes  upon 
the  estates  and  persons  of  all  and  every  of  the  proprietors  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  province  and  territory  for  the  service  of 
the  King,  in  the  necessary  defence  and  support  of  his  government 
of  the  province,  and  the  protection  and  preservation  of  his  sub- 
jects therein  ;  the  design  and  teodenoy  of  which  appear  in  too 
conspicuous  a  light  to  need  any  comment,  and  are  too  alarming  to 
admit  of  silence,  as  silence  may  be  construed  into  acquiescence. 
We.  therefore,  resolve, — 

"First.  That  the  disposal  of  their  property  is  the  inherent 
right  of  freemen;  that  there  is  no  property  in  that  which  an- 
other can  of  right  take  from  us  without  our  consent;  that  the 
claim  of  Parliament  to  tax  America,  is,  in  other  words,  a  claim  of 
right  to  lay  contributions  on  us  at  pleasure. 

'*  Secondly.  That  the  duty  imposed  by  Parliament  upon  tea 
landed  in  America,  ia  a  tax  on  the  Americans,  or  levying  con- 
tributions on  them  without  their  consent. 

"Thirdly.  That  the  express  purpose  for  which  the  tax  is 
levied  on  the  Americans,  viz.,  for  the  support  of  government 
and  administration  of  justice,  and  the  defence  of  his  majesty's 
dominions  in  America,  bus  a  direct  tendency  to  render  as- 
semblies useless,  and  to  introduce  arbitrary  government  and 
alavery. 

"Fourthly.  That  a  virtuous  and  steady  opposition  to  tlie 
ministerial  plan  of  governing  America  is  necessary  to  preserve 
even  a  shadow  of  liberty,  and  is  a  duty  which  every  freeman 
in  America  owes  to  his  countr}',  to  himself,  and  to  his  pos- 
terity. 

"  Fifthly.  That  the  resolution  lately  come  into  by  the  East 
India  Company,  to  send  out  their  teas  to  America  subject  to  the 
payment  of  duties  on  its  being  landed  here,  is  nn  open  attempt 
to  enforce  the  ministerial  [dan,  and  a  violent  attack  on  the 
liberties  of  America. 

"Sixthly.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  American  to  oppose 
this  attempt. 

"Seventhly.  That  it  atlords  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  town  to  tiud  that  liis  Majesty's  subjects  in 
the  American  colonies,  and  of  this  Province  in  particular,  arc 
so  thoroughly  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  arising  from 
encroachments  made  on  their  constitutional  rights  and  liberties, 
and  that  so  tirni  a  union  is  established  among  them  ;  and  that 
they  will  ever  be  ready  to  juin  their  fellow -subjects  in  all  laudable 
measures  for  the  redress  of  the  many  griovaucoa  wo  labour 
under. 

"  After  the  said  report  having  been  several  times  road,  upon 
a  motion  made,  the  quu:3tion  was  |)ut,  whether  the  sumo  be  ac- 
cepted and  bo  recorded  in  the  town's  book  of  records  and  a 
copy  thereof  sent  to  the  town  clerk,  to  the  Committee  of  Corre- 
spondence of  the  town  of  lioston  ;  and  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive." 


In  1774,  Aui;.  17,  the  town  adopted  tlie  followiog 
agreement^  its  reported  by  a  committee,  but  stayed  all 
further  proceedings  until  the  report  of  the  Continental 
Congress  : 

"  We  the  subscribers  taking  into  our  serious  cfmsideration 
the  present  distressed  state  of  America,  and  in  particular  of 
this  devoted  Province,  occasioned  by  several  late  uncnustitu- 
tional  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  for  taxin-^  Americans 
without  their  consent, — blocking  up  the  port  of  Boston, —  va- 
cating our  charter,  that  solemn  compact  between  the  king  and 
the  people  respecting  certain  laws  of  this  Province,  heretofore 
enacted  by  our  General  Court  and  confirtued  by  his  Majesty 
and  his  predecessors.  We  feel  ourselves  bound  as  wo  regard 
our  inestimable  constitution,  and  the  duty  we  uwe  to  succeeding 
generations,  to  exert  ourselves  in  this  peaceable  way,  to  rccuver 
uur  lost  and  preserve  our  remaining  privileges,  yet  not  without 
grief  for  the  distresses  that  may  hereby  be  brought  upun  our 
brethren  in  Great  Britain,  we  solemnly  covenant  and  engage 
to  and  with  each  other,  viz.  : 

"  1st.  That  we  will  not  import,  purchase,  or  consume,  nor 
suffer  any  person  or  persons  to,  by,  for,  or  under  us  to  import, 
purchase,  or  consume,  in  any  matiner  whatever,  any  goods, 
warea,  or  merchandize  which  shall  arrive  in  America  from 
Great  Britain,  from  and  after  the  tirst  day  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-four,  until  our  charter  and 
constitutional  rights  shall  be  restored;  or  until  it  :)hall  be  de- 
termined by  the  major  part  of  our  brethren  in  this  and  the 
neighboring  colonies,  that  a  non-importation,  or  a  non-consump- 
tion agreement  will  not  etfeot  the  desired  end  ;  or  until  it  shall 
be  apparent  that  a  non-importation  or  non-consumption  agree- 
ment will  not  be  entered  into  by  this  and  the  neighboring  col- 
onies, except  drugs  and  medicines,  and  such  articles,  and  such 
only  03  will  be  absolutely  necessary  in  carrying  on  our  own 
manufactures. 

"  2dly.  That  in  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  any  in- 
conveniences that  may  arise  from  the  disuse  of  foreign  com- 
modities, we  agree  that  we  will  take  the  most  jtrudent  care  for 
the  raising  and  preserving  sheep,  tlax,  etc.,  for  the  manufac- 
turing all  suoh  woollen  aud  linen  cloths  as  shall  be  most  useful 
and  necessary,  and  that  we  will  give  all  possible  support  and 
enoouragement  to  the  manufactures  of  America  in  general." 

1774,  Sept.  21.  (Col.)  Benjamin  Lincoln  wascliosen 
to  attend  a  Provincial  Congress  at  Concord.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1774,  the  town  "  recommended  to  the  militia 
officers  to  assemble  their  men  once  in  a  week,  and  in- 
struct them  in  the  art  of  war,  &c."  In  November 
the  collectors  of  taxes  were  directed  to  pay  all  moneys 
collected  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  of  Stow,  appointed 
treasurer  by  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Dec.  2G,  1774.  Benjamin  Lincoln  Wiis  chosen  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be 
held  at  Cambridge,  in  the  ensuing  Februiiry,  and  on 
the  same  day  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a 


^  This  agreement  or  covenant  wiis  reported  by  a  cumiuitteu 
consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen,  viz. :  Deacon  Joshua 
Mersey,  Col.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Deacon  Theuphilus  Cushing, 
Deacon  Benjamin  Cushing,  Mr.  Samuel  Norton,  Mr.  Joseph 
Andrews,  Mr.  Israel  Bcal,  Jacob  Cushing,  Esq.,  Mr.  Knock  Lin- 
coln,  Mr.   Heman   Lincoln,   Mr.    Thomas    Loriug,   Capt. 

Jones,  Mr.  Jumea  Fearing,  Mr.  Jabez  Wilder,  Jr.,  iMr.  ilczukiah 
Cushing. 
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petition  to  the  clergymen,  requesting  them,  if  they 
thought  it  consistent  witli  their  duty,  to  eucouruge 
the  people  to  comply  with  the  associalion,  so  called, 
of  the  Continental  Congress.  A  petiiioo  was  reported 
by  the  committee  and  presented  by  another  committee 
of  nine,  to  Rev.  Messrs.  Gay  and  Shute.  They  com- 
plied with  the  request  of  the  town.  Each  of  them 
addre.ssed  the  people  at  the  next  town-meeting,  for 
whicii  the  town  gave  them  a  vote  of  thanks.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1775,  the  town  chose  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  militia.' 

May  24,  1775.  Benjamin  Lincoln  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  Provincial  Congress,  then 
sitting  at  Watertown,  and  at  the  same  meeting  Ben- 
jamin Lincoln,  Benjamin  Gushing,  and  David  Cush- 
ing  were  chosen  a  committee  to  correspond  with  other 
towns  in  this  province. 

1775,  July  10.  Benjamin  Lincoln  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  General  Court  to  be  held  at 
Watertown  on  the  19th  of  that  month,  agreeably  to  a 
resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress.  In  August, 
Enoch  Lincoln  waa  chosen  to  attend  the  General 
Court  then  sitting. 

During  the  year  1775,  it  appears  by  the  select- 
men's and  town  records,  that  money  was  raised  and 
disbursements  were  frequently  made,  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  militia,  and  to  provide  arms  and 
ammunition  to  be  used  on  any  emergency. 

1776,  March  18.  Theophilus  Gushing,  Esq.,  John 
Fearing,  Thomas  Loring,  Israel  Beal,  and  Peter  Ho- 
bart  were  chosen  a  Committee  of  Correspondence,  In- 
spection and  Safety. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Theophilus 
Gushing,  and  John  Fearing  were  chosen  representa- 
tives to  the  General  Court ;  and  Benjamin  Lincoln, 
Hezekiah  Cu.shing,  and  Deacon  Joshua  Hersey  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  instructions  for  the 
representatives. 

"  As  the  important  crisis  of  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence of  the  colonies  approached,  and  with  it  an 
excitement  which  extended  universally  throughout 
the  country ;  when  the  repeated  aggressions  of  Great 
Britain  upon  the  rights  of  the  colonies  had  roused  a 
spirit  of  indignation  in  some  breasts,  and  created 
despondency  and  pusillanimity  in  others;  at  a  time 
when  energy  and  decision  were  most  needed,  the  fol- 
lowing manly  and  independent  instructions  were  given 
by  the  town  to  their  representaiives.  They  were 
drawn  up  by  the  committee  before  mentioned: 


'  Col.  Lincoln,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Jotbaiu  Loring,  Suiuuel  Nor- 
ton, Jacub  Leavitt,  Samuel  Thuxter,  and  Seth  Stuweru  cumpcsed 
the  committee. 


**  To  Enoch  Lincoln^  Theophiluu  Cuahing,  and  John  Fearhiy  : 

"  Oentlehe.v, — You  are  delegated  to  represent  the  Town  of 
Hinghum  in  the  next  Qeneriil  Court,  to  be  held  in  thid  uuloay  ; 
and  although  we  entertain  the  highest  aense  of  your  integrity, 
patriotism,  and  ability,  uf  which  we  have  given  full  evidcucc 
in  appointing  you  to  this  weighty  trust,  yet  as  matters  of  ibe 
greatest  importance,  relative  to  the  freedom  and  happiness  not 
only  of  this,  but  of  all  the  United  Colonies,  on  which  you  may 
I  wish  to  have  the  advice  of  your  constituent.',  will  come  before 
you  for  your  determination,  you  are  instructed  and  directed  ;it 
all  times  to  give  your  vote  and  interest  in  support  of  the  pres- 
ent struggle  with  Qreat  Britain  ;  we  ask  nothing  of  her  but 
*  Peace,  Libert]/,  and  Sufeiy  ;'  you  will  never  recede  from  that 
claim  ;  and  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  the  late  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, io  case  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  declare 
themselves  independent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  nul- 
einnli/  to  engage  in  behalf  of  your  conatituentu,  that  they  will, 
with  theiy  L1VK3  and  FOllTUNES,  support  them  in  the  meaanre. 

"You  will  also,  as  aoon  as  may  be,  endeavour  to  procure  a 
more  equal  representation  of  this  colony  in  General  .\sscmbly  ; 
nod  that  it  be  by  fewer  members  than  at  present  the  several 
towns  have  a  right  to  return  ;  and  when  this  is  eti'ccted  you 
will  give  your  vote  for  calling  a  new  house. 

"  Benjamin  Lincol.n,  Town  Clerk." 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and 
Safety,  chosen  in  March,  1777,  were  Isreal  Beal, 
Samuel  Norton,  John  Fearing,  Peter  Gushing, 
Thomas  Loring,  Peter  Hobart,  and  Theophilus  Gush- 
ing. 

"  In  May,  Mr.  Enoch  Lincoln  was  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  town  in  the  General  Court.  He  was  in- 
structed to  assist  in  forming  a  constitution,  on  the 
condition  that  it  should  be  laid  before  the  town 
'for  their  approbation  or  disapprobation,  before  the 
establishment  thereof.'  In  June  following,  the  town 
reconsidered  their  previous  vote  instructing  the  repre- 
sentative, and  voted  '  that,  upon  mature  dtULeralLOii, 
this  town  direct  said  representative  on  no  lenim  to  con- 
sent to  it,  but  to  use  his  influence  and  oppose  it 
heartily,  if  such  an  attempt  should  be  made :  for,  we 
apprehend,  this  matter,  at  a  suitable  time  will  come 
before  the  people  at  large,  to  delegate  a  select  number 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  only,  and  that  he  exert  his 
influence  that  such  body  be  formed  as  soon  as  may  be.' 

"  The  town,  at  this  important  period,  was  ever  vigi- 
lant and  watchful  of  its  own  interests  and  of  those  of 
the  country.  In  June,  1777,  Mr.  Israel  Beal  was 
appointed  '  to  procure  evidence  against  such  persons 
as  are  suspected  of  being  inimical  to  tliis  and  tlie 
United  States  of  America  in  this  town.' 

"  III  1778,  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  etc. 
were    Thomas    Burr,   Jacob   Leavitt,    Abel    Hersey, 
Enoch  Whiton,  and   Peter   Hobart.     The  representa- 
tives chosen  in  May  were  Enoch  Lincoln  and  Joseph 
Thaxter. 

"  In  June  the  town  voted  '  not  to  accept  of  the 
form  of  government  proposed   by  the  General   Court 
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for  the  Statu  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  Fifty-six  votes 
agaiii>l  the  pniposuJ  foiiu  of  government  aotl  not  one 
iu  favof  of  it.'  At  the  same  time,  instructions  wore 
i;iven  to  tlie  representative  '  to  use  his  influence  tliat 
a  constitution  be  formed,  at  some  suitable  time,  hy  a 
Ituilij  cltonen  III/  the  people  for  thai  jiitipose  and  /hut 
only: 

"  The  Cumiuittee  of  Correspoudeuce,  etc.,  in  1779, 
were  Samuel  Norton,  Dr.  Thomas  Thaxter,  Capt. 
Theophilus  Wilder,  Capt.  Charles  Gushing,  and  Jo- 
seph Tliaxter. 

"  In  May,  Mr.  Joseph  Tliaxter,  Jr.,  was  chosen 
representative  to  the  General  Court.  At  the  same 
time  the  views  of  the  citizens  were  again  expressed  on 
the  subject  of  a  constitution.  It  was  voted,  42  to  8, 
that  -it  is  not  best  at  this  time  to  have  a  new  form  of 
o-overnment.'  In  July,  Rev.  Daniel  Shute  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Tliaxter  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  oonven- 
tioii  for  forming  a  constitution. 

"  In  1780  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  etc., 
were  Israel  Beal,  Capt.  Charles  Cushing,  Ebenezer 
Cushing,  Joshua  Leavitt,  and  Isaac  Wilder,  Jr. 

"  In  May  a  large  committee  was  chosen  '  to  exam- 
ine the  form  of  government  proposed  by  the  late  con- 
vention,' to  re])urt  at  the  next  meeting. 

"The  committee  reported  as  follows: 
'*  The  cuuiuiittee  iippointcil  to  tako  ioto  considcrjition  tlie 
fr:imu  of  a  constitutiou  fur  this  slate,  presentoJ  to  tho  town  for 
their  cousidurution  anil  revision,  by  the  cunveatioii  appointed 
for  preparing  tlic  same,  having  ourefully  gone  through  and  ma- 
turely considered  tlie  said  frame  of  a  eotistitution,  humbly  oiler 
it  as  our  opinion  :  that  it  is  a  system  well  calculated  in  general 
to  promote  the  present  and  future  happiness  of  tliis  state;  by 
securing  to  the  individuals  of  which  it  is  composed  safety  and 
properly  ;  at  once  guarding  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  making 
provision  for  the  promotion  of  virtue  and  morality,  each  abso- 
lutelv  neeesaary  to  the  support  and  good  order  of  society;  in 
fine,  that  while  it  gives  energy  and  dignity  to  legal  authority, 
it  ei|itally  insure?  peace,  liberty,  and  saifcty  to  the  subject;  yet 
it  is  au  human  production,  and,  though  good  aj  a  system,  may 
possibly  admit  of  amendment  in  some  of  its  parts;  we  have 
therefore  taken  the  liberty  to  bint  tho  following,  viz.:  In  the 
article  of  the  lirsl  section,  of  the  2d  chapter,  it  is  proposed  that 
the  governour  be  eiupuwered,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  in 
the  recess  of  the  General  Court,  to  march  or  transport  the  in- 
habitants of  this  state  to  the  relief  of  a  neighbouring  state  in- 
vaded, or  threatened  with  immediate  invasion  ;  this  we  owe  as 
men,  besides  we  are  taught  it  by  a  principle  of  {lolicy.  It  is 
apparent  tliat  while  time  may  be  spent  iu  collecting  the  General 
Cimrt,  destruction  may  be  brought  upon  our  neighbours,  and 
war  with  all  its  consequences  come  even  to  our  own  doors,  thou- 
sands of  lives  may  bo  lost  and  millions  of  property  expended, 
that  by  timely  e.\ertion  might  be  saved;  add  to  this  the  articles 
of  confederation  bind  us  to  grant  which  can  only  be  but  by  vest- 
ing the  governour  with  such  power. 

**  In  the  tourth  section  of  the  same  article,  tirst,  it  is  proposed 
that  the  time  of  service  of  the  commissary  general  be  limited  to 
live  years,  except  in  lime  of  war  or  rebellion,  upon  tho  same 
principle  and  for  the  same  reasons  that  the  time  of  Service  of 
the  treasurer  is  limited  lo  that  lime. 


^' Your  committee  recommend  that  the  town  instruct  their 
delegates  to  us©  their  endeavours  that  the  foregoing  amend- 
ments be  made  ;  but  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  tlial  tiiey  then 
accept  the  constitution  as  it  now  stands  ;  convinced  of  the  zeal. 
integrity  and  abilities  of  our  delegates,  the  coinmitti'e  recom- 
mend that  it  bo  referred  to  them  in  conjunction  with  the  united 
wisdom  of  the  convention  to  Hx  upon  a  time  when  the  consti- 
tution shall  take  place.  Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  ihe 
committee.  Thomas   Loiti.Nii,  Chair, iukh. 

"  Votes  were  passed  by  the  town  in  aeeordaiiee  with 
the  report  of  the  committee. 

"  The  representative  chosen  in  May,  17S0,  w;is 
Capt.  Charles  Cushing.  At  the  same  meeting  Rev. 
Daniel  Shute  was  elected  delegate  to  the  coiiveutioii 
for  establishing  a  new  form  of  government.  The  town 
eventually  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
and  on  the  4th  of  September,  17S0,  the  election  of 
State  officers  took  place.  The  votes  for  Governor 
in  Hingham  were  56  ;  of  which  Hancock  had  44,  and 
Bowdoin  12. 

"  On  the  9th  of  October,  Capt.  Charles  Cuahing 
was  chosen  representative,  the  first  under  the  consti- 
tution. 

"  The  town  records  at  this  time  are  full  of  evidence 
of  the  active,  persevering,  and  liberal  ctibrts  of  the 
citizens  to  carry  on  to  a  successful  termination  the 
war  in  which  the  colonies  were  engaged  with  Great 
Britain.  Town-meetings  were  frequently  held,  large 
sums  of  money  raised  to  be  expended  in  military 
stores,  bounties  to  soldiers,  provisions  for  their  fami- 
lies, and  generally  for  all  necessaries  to  carry  on  the 
war. 

"  Committees  were  appointed  to  inspect  the  militia, 
to  procure  soldiers,  and  to  keep  a  vigilant  care  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  people. 

"The  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  17bl  were 
Siimuel  Norton,  Capt.  Charles  Cushing,  llem.in  Lin- 
coln, Capt.  Peter  Cushing,  and  Elisha  Cushing,  Jr. 

"  The  requisitions  of  the  State  were  generally  com- 
plied with  promptly  and  cheerfully.  In  one  instance, 
however,  when  the  General  Court  '  required  a  quan- 
tity of  beef  or  money  to  be  sent  in  a  very  short  time, 
and  if  not  complied  with,  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  per 
cent.,'  the  town  voted  '  to  comply  therewith,  pro- 
vided it  be  not  brought  as  a  precedent  in  tuturc 
time.' 

'•  The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  ttc,  elected 
in  1782,  were  Israel  Beal,  John  Fearing,  and  Theoph- 
ilus Cushing.  The  same  gentlemen  were  re-elected 
iu  1783. 

"  It  was  not  by  resolutions  alone  that  the  people  of 
Hingham  aided  the  cause  of  freedom,  nor  did  their 
meritorious  acts  consist  only  in  appropriating  liberal 
supplies  of  money  to   sustain    the   liberties  of  their 
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country  ;  many  of  them  hesitated  Dot  to  take  up  aruis 
and  to  .i:ive  their  lives  to  a  cause  to  which  tiiey  were 


Jan.  19,  1679/80,  the  town  "agreed  to  build  a  new 
raeetiog-house  with   all   convenient  speed,"   and  ap- 


so  strou;:ly  attached.     In  a  large  number  of  tlie  hard-  i  pointed  a  committee  to  make  such  investigation  of  the 
fought  battles  of  the  Revolution,  from  the  time  of  the  ;  probable  size  and  cost  as  was  deemed  necessary, 
noble  display  of  American  valor  on  Breed's  Ilill  until  j       After  a  controversy  lasting  more  than  a  year  a.s  to 


that  of  the  brilliant  achievemeuts  at  Yorktowu,  many 
of  the  citizens  of  Hingliam  were  present  sliaring  the 
dangers  and  participating  in  the  honors  of  the  day.' 
'In  looking  back,'  says  Mr.  Lincoln,  'upon  the  his- 
tory of  this  interesting  period,  I  am  aware  that  some 
may  be  found  who  hesitate  to  rally  around  the  ban- 


the  proper  site  for  the  new  meeting-house,  the  loca- 
tion was  finally  settled  and  immediate  measures  were 
taken  to  build. 

On  the  8th  day  of  July,  1681,  Capt.  Joshua  Ho- 
bart  conveyed  to  the  town  by  deed  of  gift  the  site  for 
the   meetinK-bouse.     It   is    the   same   on    which    tlie 


uers  of  their  country ;  some,  whose  apprehensions  of  meeting-house  now  stands. 

the  result  of  the  tremendous  conflict,  induced  them  '  The  frame  of  the  meeting-house  was  raised  on  the 
to  give  but  feeble  aid  to  her  cause,  and  perhaps  a  few  2Gth,  27th,  and  28th  days  of  July,  1681,  and  the 
who  disapproved  of  the  principles  and  disregarded  i  house  was  finished  and  opened  for  public  wor>hip 
the  motives  which  actuated  the  patriots  of  those  '  Jan.  8.  1681/2.  The  cost  was  four  hundred  and 
times  But  it  must  be  recorded  to  their  credit,  that  |  thirty  pounds  and  the  sum  received  from  the  sale  of 
even  the  few  made  no  resistance  to  the  payment  of  I  the  old  meeting-house.  The  appearance  of  the  meet- 
heavy  taxes  ;  none,  openly,  to  the  power  of  public  i  iug-house  was  much  the  same  as  it  now  is. 
opinion  after  the  declaration  of  our  independence.  Inside  there  were  galleries  on  one  side  and  at  both 
Royalists  as  well  as  republicans,  Tories  as  well  as  i  ends,  and  the  pulpit  was  on  tlie  northeast  side  of  tlie 
Whigs,  gave  of  their  substance  to  establish  the  liber-  house. 

ties  of  their  country.     The  substantial  yeomanry  of  The  whole  interior  was  open,  showing  the  old  oaken 

the  town  were   zealous,  determined,  and   persevering,  rafters   and    braces  which   supported  the   roof.     The 

and  the  success  of  their  efforts  is  alike  honorable  to  1  walls  outside  and  inside  were  clapboardcd. 


them  and  to  their  posterity." 


CHAPTER    IV. 

ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY. 

Tlie  First  Parish — South  Uiujjhivin  Church — The  Third  Puriali 
— Evaagclical  CoDj^rejjiitiouuI  Church — Church  of  St.  John 
the  Ev';iDgeli±it — Universulist  Churcii — Methodist  Episoopul 
Church — First  Baptist  Church — Church  of  Zion — Roiuuq 
Ciilhulic  Church — Tlie  Third  Congrcgutionai  Church — South 
lI(D;rliaui  Church. 


Up  to  1717  the  town  constituted  but  une  parish; 
but  Nov.  21,  1717,  the  inhabitants  of  Coha.sset  >uc- 
eecded,  after  some  opposition,  in  having  themselves 
set  apart,  and  Cohasset  became  known  as  the  Second 
Precinct  or  Parish  of  Hiogham.  The  remaining  in- 
habitants of  Hiogham  not  included  within  the  limits 
of  Cohasset  composed  the  First  Parish  or  Precinct, 
and  organized  as  such  the  6th  of  March,  1720/1. 

There  have  been  many  changes  in  the  meeting- 
house since  it  w;ls  first  built. 

In  1729  the  parish  voted  "  that  there  bo  an  addi- 
tion made  to  the  back  part  of  tlie  Meeting-house,  and 
that  the  same  do  not  exceed  fourteen  feet  wide  or 
back." 

In  1731  the  house  was  sealed  overhead,  and  in 
1734  a  committee  was  impowered  to  clapboard  the 


The  First  Parish." — The  first  church  in  Hingham 
was  formed  in   1635,  with  the  Rev.  Peter  Hobart  as 
its  minister.     The  first  house  for  public  worship  was 
erected  by  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  about  1635. 
Its  situation  was  on  a  slight  eminence  in  front  of  the  i  outside  of  the   same  where   tliey  thought   necessary, 
present  site  of  Derby  Academy.     This  was  the  only  i  ""J  "•'*'>  "^  plaster  with  lime  as  much  of  the  inside  as 
place   for  public  worship  in   the   town    for   forty-five     ''"^y  thought  proper, 
ygars.  1°   1755   further  changes  were   made,  and  at  that 

The  Rev.  Peter  Hobart  died  Jan.  20,  1G78/9,  1'"'^  the  central  space  or  body  of  the  house  was  filled 
and  the  Rev.  John  Norton  was  ordained  as  his  sue-  ^*'"h  '""S  <^'»''e"  '^'^a'".  •"'"  '^e  men  on  one  side  of  the 
cesser  Nov.  27  1678  i  broad  aisle  and  for  the  women  on  the  other.  A  new 
pulpit  was  built  in  the  same  year,  and  these  addilion.s 

'  Lieut.  Joseph  Andrew?,  a  brave  and  promising  officer,  was  ustabliahed  the  dimensions  of  the  meeting-hou.ie  as 
mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine.  His  valor  on  ,  ^,  ,,^^  are,— I.e.,  sevenly-three  feet  by  fifty-five  feet. 
ihut  uccusiun  utti'dcLed  much  attuntion.     Dulce  ct  decoi  iiin  e:)t  ^«  «  •  i  i  .. 

pro  putrid  luori.  ^^^"^    *^'"^'"   "^*"^'*   changes   were    mudu,   mast   of 

-  Contributed  by  Ruv.  II.  Price  Collier. 


them    looking   to   a  larger  seating  capacity,  between 
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tlie  years  1755  and  1869.  At  the  parish-meeting 
held  March  10,  1869,  it  was  voted  "  tliat  a  committee 
be  cliosen  to  consider  tlie  matter  of  reseating  the 
lower  floor  of  the  church,"  and  ascertain  the  probable 
expense  of  a  new  floor  and  new  pews,  and  report  to 
the  parish  at  their  next  meeting. 

The  committee  was  appointed  by  the  moderator. 
Gen.  Luther  Stephenson,  Jr.,  and  consisted  of  Warren 
A.  Ileisey,  Ebed.  L.  Ripley,  William  Fearing  (2d), 
E.  Waters  Burr,  and  Henry  C.  Harding.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  parish  committee,  consisting  of  John  K. 
Corthell,  Israel  Whitcouib,  and  Quincy  Bicknell,  were 
added  to  the  above-named  committee. 

Quite  extensive  changes  were  now  made,  leaving 
the  present  condition  and  aspect  of  the  meetiug-house 
something  as  follows  :  "  A  cellar  has  been  excavated 
under  the  house  of  sufficient  depth,  in  which  are 
placed  two  brick  furnaces  for  heating  purposes.  The 
new  sills  and  large  floor  timbers,  and  the  columns 
supporting  the  same  are  of  the  best  Southern  pine. 
The  pews  are  made  of  chestnut,  with  black  walnut 
ends  and  mouldings,  furnished  with  cushions  and 
carpeted  uniformly  with  the  ai.sles. 

"  The  pulpit  is  the  one  built  in  1755,  with  some 
alterations.     It  is  of  pine,  and  painted. 

"  An  organ  was  placed  in  the  gallery  about  1870, 
and  this  has  been  removed  to  a  platform  on  the  left 
of  the  pulpit." 

On  Wednesday,  Sept.  8,  1869,  the  meeting-house 
was  rededicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

In  1881  the  parish  celebrated  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  building  of  its  meeting-house  ;  ou 
Monday  the  8th  of  August,  Mr.  Charles  Eliot  Nor- 
ton, a  descendant  of  the  Rev.  John  Norton,  second 
minister  of  the  parish,  delivered  the  address.  This 
parish  has  had  during  its  existence  but  seven  pastors, 
not  including  the  associate  pastorship  of  the  Rev.  E. 
A.  Horton. 

The  first  minister  was  the  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  who 
was  born  in  Hingham,  England,  in  1641  ;  he  was 
minister  from  1635  to  1679.  The  Rev.  John  Nor- 
ton, the  second  mitiister,  was  born  in  Ipswich.  He 
was  ordained  as  colleague  of  Rev.  Peter  Hobart  in 
1678,  about  two  months  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Ho- 
bart. The  Rev.  Mr.  Norton's  pastorate  was  from 
1678  to  1716. 

The  Rev.  Ebenezer  Gay,  D.D.,  was  ordained  as  the 
third  minister  of  the  parish  in  1718,  and  his  pastorate 
was  of  unusual  length,  from  1718  to  1787. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Ware,  D.D.,  born  in  Sherboru, 
was  the  fourth  minister,  and  he  was  pastor  from  1787 
to  1805,  when  he  became  Hollis  Professor  of  Divinity 
in  Harvard  College. 


The  Rev.  Joseph  Richardson,  born  in  Billerica, 
was  minister  of  the  parish  from  1806  to  1871. 

The  Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln  was  settled  as  associate 
pastor  in  1855. 

In  1875  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lincoln  .sent  in  his  resigna- 
tion, but  it  was  not  accepted  by  the  parish,  and  the 
Rev.  E.  A.  Horton  was  inducted  into  the  office  of 
associate  pastor  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lincoln  in  1877. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  pastor  from  1855  to 
1881. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Horton,  now  pastor  of  the  Second 
Unitarian  Church,  of  Boston,  was  aasociutc  pastor 
from  1877  to  1880. 

Thus  there  were  but  six  ministers  over  this  parish 
from  1635  to  1881,  a  period  of  nearly  two  centuries 
and  a  half. 

The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  H.  Price  Collier, 
who  was  ordained  the  29th  of  September,  ISS2. 
From  all  that  can  be  learned,  after  diligent  and  accu- 
rate research,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  old  meeting- 
house of  the  First  Parish  of  Hingham  is  the  oldest 
house  for  public  worship  which  exists  within  the 
original  limits  of  the  United  States.  Though  there 
have  been  many  changes,  still  it  remains  in  its  es- 
sential particulars  the  same  house  that  was  built  in 
1681. 

It  would  be  afiectation  on  the  part  of  any  one  at- 
tempting to  recall  the  historical  antiquities  of  the 
town  of  Hingham  not  to  mention  the  name  of  the 
Hon.  Solomon  Lincoln.  Even  for  this  fragmentary 
sketch,  all  of  the  material  used  is  culled  from  die 
stores  of  accurate  historical  research  left  by  that  gen- 
tleman. 

South.  Hingham  Church.' — The  South  Hingham 
Church  was  erected  iu  17-12,  and  is  well  situated  on 
the  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  "  Glad  Tidings  Plain," 
in  the  township  of  Hingham.  No  better  nor  more 
convenient  site  could  have  been  selected,  being  just 
about  the  centre  of  the  old  territorial  limits  assigned 
to  the  parish  on  its  formation,  in  1715.  The  lands 
and  estates  set  off  by  new  boundaries  to  ibrm  the 
parish  attached  to  the  church  were  originally  part  of 
the  First  Parish  in  Hingham,  and  the  new  arrange- 
ments were  made  final  by  a  committee  from  the  Gen- 
eral Court  who  visited  the  town  for  the  [jurpose.  This 
new  parish  thus  formed  with  the  title  uf  the  •'  Third 
Congregational  Society  iu  Hingham,"  or  the  Third 
Parish,  was  set  off  on  the  petition  of  a  Mr.  Tlieophi- 
lus  Cushing,  "  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  inhab- 
itants of  the  southerly  part  of  the  First  Parish  iu 
Hingham."       This    gentleman — being    one    of    the 

'  By  Rev.  A.  Cross. 
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principal  iiihubitaats — is  worthy  of  notice  in  this 
uiatter.  He  waa  the  iiiaiii  proprietor  of  tiie  church 
before  tlie  formation  of  the  parish,  and  tlie  House  of 
Representatives — J.  Quiucy  being  Spcaiier — granted 
to  him  the  power  to  call  the  first  meetiiiir  to  ehoose 
precinct  officers,  and  transact  ail  other  affairs  accord- 
ing to  law.  The  meeting  was  called  on  May  19, 
1746,  and  the  First  Parish  officers  were  elected  to 
serve  one  year,  himself  being  chosen  treasurer. 

Mr.  Cushing's  descendants  in  direct  line  are  now 
living,  and  are  active  members  of  the  parish,  and  he 
was  the  fourth  in  lineal  descent  from  Mr.  Matthew 
Cushing,  who  came  from  England,  und  commenced 
the  settlement  of  Hingham  in  1638.  In  the  year 
1749  an  agreement  was  made  between  the  proprietors 
of  the  church  and  parish,  whereby  the  church  be- 
came the  property  of  the  parish  on  the  payment  of  a 
large  sura  of  money,  and  this  same  Mr.  Theophilus 
Cushing  then  gave  to  the  parish  a  quarter  of  an  acre 
of  land  surrounding  the  building.  Alterations  on  the 
exterior  of  the  church  have  been  made  at  various 
times,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  interior  has  been 
entirely  changed  since  its  first  days.  Originally  the 
front  faced  the  south,  had  a  porch  at  the  entrance, 
wliile  there  was  also  a  door  at  the  west  side  for  ad- 
mittance to  the  galleries.  The  pulpit  stood  on  the 
north  side  with  a  large  sounding-board  overhead,  and 
was  approached  from  the  main  entrance  through  a 
broad  aisle ;  old  fashioned  square  pews  covered  most 
of  the  ground  floor,  and  bare  long  seats  were  placed 
in  the  galleries. 

The  first  work  on  the  exterior  could  not  have  been 
substantial,  for  in  fourteen  years  afterwards  the  meet- 
ing-house needed  to  be  remodeled  all  round,  which 
was  done ;  with  this  exception  the  structure  remained 
unchanged  until  the  close  of  the  last  century,  when 
some  alterations  and  additions  took  place.  A  porch 
was  built  at  the  west  door;  the  tower  was  built  up 
(179-)  from  the  ground  floor  at  the  east  end  where 
it  now  stands ;  more  pews  and  seats  were  put  in,  also 
larger  and  additional  windows.  A  bell  was  hung 
(1793)  in  the  tower,  purchased  from  a  firm  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  The  church  then  remained  with  but  few 
repairs  until  the  years  1820-30,  when  great  changes 
took  place.  The  south  and  west  doors,  with  their 
porches,  were  removed,  and  the  east  end  made  the  front, 
this  was  done  b}'  widening  the  tower  on  its  north  and 
south  sides,  when  two  doors  were  placed  to  form  the 
entrance.  This  widening  of  the  tower  was  carried  up 
to  the  roof;  and  the  old  bell  was  taken  down  to  make 
place  for  a  larger,  weighing  eight  hundredweight. 

At  this  period  also  the  old  pews  were  all  removed, 
aud  new  ones  differing  in  shape  were  substituted,  and 
U8 


the  pulpit  was  at  that  time  removed  to  the  west  end. 
We  now  come  down  to  the  year  1809  before  any 
further  and  marked  changes  occur,  but  then  the  or- 
gan was  placed  in  a  gallery  built  for  it  at  the  west 
end,  the  pew  doors  were  taken  off,  and  the  church 
cleaned  and  carpeted.  Twelve  years  subsequent  to 
that  date  the  present  clocks  were  placed  in  tiie  tower 
and  church.  Turning  from  these  changes  in  the 
building  we  find  the  parish  took  its  present  title  of 
the  Second  Parish  in  Hingham  iu  the  year  1771, 
when  Cohasset  was  incorporated  and  no  longer  a  dis- 
tinct part  of  Hingham.  From  the  old  records  of 
parish  meetings,  made  by  the  successive  clerks  from 
the  earliest  date,  we  gather  a  few  ecclesiastical  usages  ; 
the  business  was  always  transacted  at  a  meeting  made 
legal  by  a  due  notice  to  the  inhabitants,  published  at 
least  more  than  two  Sundays  previous  ;  the  ministers 
were  settled  for  life,  and  their  salary  and  the  money 
for  the  other  expenses  of  the  parish  raised  by  taxation. 
This  was  uniformly  the  case  at  least  up  to  the  early 
decades  of  the  present  century,  atid  tiie  officers  of  the 
parish  had  power  to  issue  a  warrant  against  "  de- 
linquents." Parishioners  would  sometimes  pay  their 
taxes  by  work  done  for  the  minister.  The  management 
of  the  schools  of  the  parish  was  directed  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  society,  their  portion  of  money  being 
drawn  from  the  town  treasury  to  defray  the  expenses 
thus  incurred.  In  the  earliest  time  the  meeting  would 
decide  the  precise  regulating  of  the  schools,  but  later 
on,  towards  the  years  1780  and  upwards,  it  was  the 
custom  to  appoint  a  committee.  The  parish  officers, 
viz.,  assessors,  treasurer,  and  clerk,  were  annually 
sworn  before  a  justice  of  the  peace.  It  was  the  cus- 
tom to  ring  the  bell  at  nine  o'clock  iu  the  evening;  a 
sexton  was  appointed  for  the  purpose,  who  had  also 
to  ring  at  fUnerals,  and  at  one  particular  time  to  an- 
nounce by  the  bell  the  day  of  the  month.  The  first 
pews  placed  in  the  church  were  sold  by  auction,  and 
became  the  property  of  purchasers  and  their  heirs  by 
a  legal  deed,  and  as  new  pews  were  put  in,  they  were 
sold  annually  to  the  highest  bidders,  who  might  use 
them  for  one  year.  These  are  a  few  of  the  precise 
customs  which  have  gradually  pa.ssed  away. 

It  now  remains  to  notice  the  ministers  who  have 
had  the  charge  of  the  society.  The  parish  has  been 
singularly  fortunate  at  times  in  settling  notable  and 
talented  men,  but  never  more  so  than  in  the  case  of 
their  first  minister,  the  Rev.  D.  Shute,  U.D.,  who  was 
born  at  Maiden  in  1722.  He  was  a  student  at  Har- 
vard, and  graduated  in  1743,  then  settled  with  this 
parish  at  its  formation,  and  passed  the  whole  of  his 
subsequent  long  life  in  South  Hingham  as  the  niirjis- 
ter  of  the  society.     The  extant  records  and  local  tra- 
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ditioiis  declare  liiui  to  have  beeu  a  luau  of  strong 
iutellect  and  One  moral  character,  with  broad  aud  lib-  , 
cral  religious  ideas,  while  he  had  u  di^^position  and  ' 
parts  to  please  and  profit  his  people  to  no  comiuou 
decree,  both  iu  his  ministrations  and  ordinary  inter- 
course with  them.  He  was  thoroughly  publicspir-  I 
ited,  and  twice  became  the  public  servant,  rendering 
good  .service  to  the  couimouwealth,  being  appointed 
by  the  citizens  a  member  of  the  convention  which 
formed  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts,  and  also  a 
member  of  that  which  adopted  the  Coustitution  of 
tlie  United  States.  Mr.  Shute  also  preached  the  ar- 
tillery election  sermon  in  ITGT,  and  the  election  ser- 
mon before  the  Legislature  in  1768,  which  were  duly 
publibhed.  His  funeral  sermon  on  Dr.  Gay,  the  min- 
ister of  the  First  Parish,  was  a  notable  one,  and  is 
now  in  a  printed  form.  He  passed  a  busy  life  as  a 
minister,  as  a  teacher  preparing  young  men  tor  Har- 
vard, and  ;is  a  public  uian,  aud  built  a  house  which  is 
to  this  day  one  of  tlie  best  in  the  whole  town.  With 
wisdom  and  heart  to  serve  his  people  and  country,  he 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  died  Aug.  30,  1802,  in 
tile  fifty-si.'cth  year  of  his  ministry,  when  he  was 
eiglity  years  old. 

The  Rev.  Nicholas  Bowes  Whitney  svas  the  col- 
league of  Dr.  Shute  for  two  years.  This  gentleman 
continued  to  be  tlie  clergyman  of  tlie  parish  until 
1833,  and  died  in  1835.  He  was  the  last  minister 
Settled  for  life.  Mr.  Whitney  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  Warren  Burton,  who  remained  two  years,  and 
subsequently  became  the  author  of  "  Helps  to  Edu- 
caticju,"  published  by  a  Boston  firm. 

The  years  1836  and  1837  the  parish  waa  served  by 
Rev.  T.  Lewis  Russell,  and  again  by  the  .same  gentle- 
man iu  1842  to  1S49,  and  also  1853  and  1854.  Mr. 
Ru.■^selI  was  an  eminent  scientist,  and  was  especially 
distinguished  by  his  knowledge  of  natural  history. 
During  the  interval  of  Mr.  Russell's  first  and  second 
ministry  Rev.  Lyman  Maynard  was  the  minister. 

The  next  minister  for  any  length  of  time  was  Rev. 
W.  Travis  Clarke,  who  was  at  South  Hingham  from 
1855  to  1859.  The  Rev.  J.  L.  Hatch  became  the 
minister  in  1862,  and  stayed  two  years.  A  Rev.  Mr. 
Sawyer  and  a  Rev.  J.  Savary  were  then  the  ministers 
in  succession  for  short  periods,  and  in  1870  the  Rev. 
A.  G.  Jennings  settled  with  the  parish,  who  stayed 
eleven  years, — a  public-spirited  gentleman  who  did 
much  to  bring  about  an  improvement  in  the  .system  of  | 
education  of  the  town.  He  was  appointed  the  school  i 
superintendent  by  the  citizens  of  Hingham,  and  lield 
that  office  for  niuc  years.  Mr.  Jennings  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  W.  I.  Nichols  in  1881,  who  was  an  ardent 
advocate  in  all  social  reform  movements,  but  who  re- 


signed in  1883,  and  was  followed  by  the  present  pas- 
tor of  the  society,  the  Rev.  A.  Cross. 

The  Evangelical  Congregational  Church, 
Hingham  Centre.' — In  the  month  of  August, 
1847,  Rev.  E.  Porter  Dyer,  upon  the  invitation  of 
the  Norfolk  Conference  of  Churches,  visited  Hing- 
ham, aud  inquired  into  the  practicability  of  establish- 
ing Evangelical  Congregational  preaching  in  this 
ancient  town. 

He  found  that  religious  services  bad  been  held  in 
the  old  town  hall,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Loring,  and  reported 
that  one  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  could  be  raised 
for  the  support  of  preaching,  provided  there  was  a 
prospect  of  a  permanency  in  the  enterprise. 

In  September,  1847,  Mr.  Dyer,  made  an  engage- 
ment to  preach  in  the  old  town  hall  one  year,  the 
Norfolk  Conference  contributing  to  his  support. 

In  October  a  Sunday-school  was  formed  ;  and  Dee. 
21,  1847,  a  church  of  eleven  members  was  organized. 
Asa  H.  Holden  was  chosen  deacon.  During  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  present  church  edifice  was  built,  and 
Mr.  Dyer,  in  September,  the  close  of  his  eiigai;uuient, 
was  invited  to  settle  as  pastor  of  tlie  eliureh  and 
society. 

This  invitation  was  accepted,  and  Rev.  E.  Porter 
Dyer  was  installed  first  pastor  of  the  Evangelical 
Congregational  Church  Jan.  4,  184'J  ;  at  which  time, 
also,  the  present  house  of  worship  was  dedicated. 

The  pastoral  relations  of  Mr.  Dyer  closed  iu  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  after  a  faithful  service  of  sixteen  years. 
September,  1858,  Caleb  S.  Hunt  waa  elected  deacon. 
which  position  he  lield  until  his  death,  Oct.  17,  187IJ. 

February,  1877,  Samuel  G.  Bailey  and  Jacob  O. 
Sanborn  were  elected  deacons. 

Rev.  Henry  W.  Parker  supplied  the  pulpit  a  year 
or  more,  commencing  March,  1864. 

Rev.  Henry  W.  Jones  was  installed  pastor  May. 
1866,  and  was  dismissed  by  a  council  June  7,  1871. 

Rev.  Austin  S.  Garver  was  ordained  and  installed 
pastor  Oct.  31,  1872,  and  closed  his  labors  with  thi.~ 
church  July,  1875. 

Iu  September,  1875,  Rev.  JOdward  C.  Hood,  by 
invitation  of  the  church  and  society,  became  acting 
pastor.  With  the  beginning  of  the  year  187S,  the 
weekly  offering  system  was  introduced,  which  proveil 
very  successful,  and  has  been  continued  until  the 
present  time  (July,  1884).  Through  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Hood  the  church  edifice  was  repaired,  an  organ 
was  placed  in  the  audience-room,  and  a  piano  wa.s 
procured  for  the  vestry.  He  acted  as  the  pastor  of 
the  church  seven  years,  and  in  September,  1882,  re- 
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siiriied  to  take  charge  of  the  Congregational  Clmrch, 
West  Medford,  Slass. 

The  church  was  without  a  pastor  until  July  11, 
1883,  whuu  Rev.  Edward  E.  Robinson  was  ordained 
and  installed  as  its  pastor. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  a  graduate  of  Union  Theological 
Seuiiiiar}-,  New  York  City,  and  this  is  his  first  scttle- 
lueiit.  The  clmrch  is  unusually  prosperous,  and  a 
goodly  number  are  uniting  with  it  by  profession. 
Although  for  thirty  years  it  has  been  aided  by  the 
Massachusetts  Home  Missionary  Society,  it  is  now 
self-sustaining,  and  the  parish  is  free  from  debt. 

The  church  edifice  is  in  good  repair,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  both  church  and  parish  are  well  united  in 
Christian  work. 

Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist.' — The  his- 
tory of  the  establishment  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Hingliam  extends  back  over  many  years.  Away 
back  in  1824,  Daniel  Bassett,  Esq.,  a  very  zealous 
churchman,  fitted  up  a  suitable  hall  to  use  for  the 
services  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  These  services 
were  well  attended  for  a  while,  but  there  wore  so  few 
who  had  any  real  interest  that  finally  they  were  dis- 
couiinued.  About  the  year  1840  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cut- 
ter, of  Hanover,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  of 
Quiney,  united  to  make  another  attempt  to  hold  ser- 
vices ill  the  same  hall.  They  were  assisted  by  clergy- 
men stopping  in  the  vicinity  during  the  summer. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Snow,  a  missionary,  officiated  a  part  of 
the  time,  but  was  giving  his  attention  to  Plymouth 
also,  and  concluded  that  that  w;ts  a  more  promising 
])lace  for  establishing  the  church.  The  efibrts  at 
Hingliam  were  therefore  abandoned.  The  families 
of  Mr.  Daniel  Bassett  and  of  Mr.  Atherton  Tilden, 
now  residing  in  Dedliain,  wore  the  only  ones  identi- 
fied with  the  church  at  that  time. 

As  early  as  1843  services  were  again  held  in  a  hall 
owned  by  Daniel  Bassett  and  loaned  and  fitted  up  for 
the  purpose.  The  seats  were  numbered  like  pews, 
and  a  special  lot  of  prayer-books  were  procured, 
bound  ill  sheep-skin  and  stamped  on  the  outside  in  gilt 
letters,  '•  Episcopal  Church,  Hingham."  Several  of 
these  old  prayer-books  still  remain  in  use.  The  in- 
terest in  the  services  was  not  strong  or  widespread 
enough,  and  they  were  finally  discontinued. 

The  interest  again  revived  iu  1869,  and  a  new  at- 
tempt was  made  to  maintain  the  services  of  the  church 
in  Hingliam.  On  the  first  Sunday  after  Trinity,  May 
30th  of  that  year,  the  Rev.  Thomas  W.  Street,  rector 
of  Trinity  Church,  Weymouth,  held  an  evening  ser- 
vice in  Loriug  Hall.     About  one  hundred  persons 

'  By  Rev.  Chiirles  L.  Wells. 


attended,  and  the  services  were  held  through  that  sum- 
mer. 

In  the  fall,  however,  they  were  discontinued,  though 
occasionally  held  during  the  two  succeeding  summers. 
During  the  following  years  most  of  the  church  people 
were  regular  attendants  at  Christ  Church,  Quiney,  or 
at  Trinity  Church,  Weymouth,  each  church  being 
about  six  miles  distant. 

There  were  earnest  and  devoted  souls  who,  firmly 
convinced  of  the  power  and  divine  appointment  of  the 
church  and  its  perfect  adaptation  to  the  real  religious 
needs  of  all  people,  would  not  despair,  and  in  1879, 
on  the  fourth  Sunday  after  Trinity,  July  Ctli,  services 
were  held  by  the  Rev.  Julius  H.  Ward,  of  Boston, 
in  Southworth's  Hall.  These  services  were  continued 
every  Sunday  during  the  summer,  and  at  least  twice 
monthly  during  the  winter,  the  Rev.  T.  A.  Snively, 
then  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Quiney,  and  the  Rev. 
George  S.  Bennett,  lector  of  All  Saints  Church,  Dor- 
chester, having  charge.  In  November  of  the  same 
year  a  Sunday-school  was  started.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  1881  the  congregation  was  in  charge  of  the 
Rev.  P.  C.  Webber,  and  during  the  succeeding  winter 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Sherrard  Billings  as  lay  leader,  then 
a  candidate  for  holy  orders,  and  a  student  at  the 
Cambridge  Theological  School. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1881,  a  lot  of  land  on  Main 
Street,  at  the  head  of  Water  Street,  was  purchased  for 
a  thousand  dollars,  and  a  fund  started  for  the  erectioti 
of  a  church. 

At  Easter,  1882,  the  congregation  organized  as 
a  mission,  with  the  choice  of  Dr.  Charles  H.  Alden, 
warden;  Mr.  T.  E.  Harlow,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  H. 
C.  Lahee,  clerk.  The  Rev.  Charles  h.  Weils  was 
placed  iu  charge  of  the  mi.ssion  July  1,  1882. 

Services  were  continued  in  the  hall,  hut  as  its  ac- 
commodations were  limited  and  its  iiicunvenienees 
many,  special  exertions  were  made  to  increase  the 
amount  of  the  building  fund  so  a.s  to  justify  ]iroceed- 
iug  to  build.  By  the  eflForts  of  the  Woman's  Guild 
a  sale  was  held  during  the  -summer  of  1882,  which 
netted  about  four  hundred  dollars.  This,  together 
with  amounts  subscribed  by  members  of  the  congre- 
gation and  by  generous  churchmen  in  Boston,  enabled 
the  officers  to  begin  the  work,  and  the  ground  was 
broken  in  November  of  that  same  year.  Mr.  E.  A. 
P.  Newcomb,  a  noted  architect  of  Boston  and  a  de- 
voted churchman,  very  kindly  gave  the  plans  and 
much  of  his  time  and  personal  supervision.  The 
work  progressed  during  the  winter  and  spring,  and  an 
exceedingly  pretty  church  was  finished  and  coii.secrated 
June  5,  1883,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Benjamin  H.  Pad- 
dock, Bishop  of  Massachusetts. 
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About  thirty  clerjiymon  assisted  in  the  services, 
iiud  many  friends  among  the  laity  from  Boston  and 
elsewhere  were  present. 

The  church  is  of  wood,  about  sixty  feet  Ion;;  by 
twenty-four  wide,  and  will  seat  one  hundred  and  fifty 
persons.  It  is  built  in  the  colonial  style,  and  the  in- 
terior is  richly  painted  in  peacock  blue  and  I'oiupeian 
red.  The  high  wainscotting  and  ash  pews  are  stained 
with  a  rich  old  oak  color,  while  the  chancel-rail  and 
furniture  is  ol'  solid  oak.  The  windows  are  stained 
glass,  amber  shading  into  peacock  blue. 

It  is  already  the  recipient  of  many  beautiful  and 
valuable  gifts:  the  chancel-window,  in  memory  of 
George  and  Mary  Parkmaii  ;  the  large  window  in 
the  west  end,  in  memory  of  Mary  Woodward  Long, 
wile  of  the  Hon.  John  D.  Long.  The  chancel  fur- 
niture and  a  beautiful  font,  also  of  oak,  have  been 
given  by  various  friends.  A  fine  church-organ  was 
presented  by  St.  Paul's  Church,  Stockbridge.  The 
chaliee  and  paten,  of  silver  and  gold,  beautifully  en- 
graved and  inscribed,  were  sent  in  a  brass-mounted 
oak  box,  from  the  church  in  liingham,  England,  as  a 
sign  and  seal  of  devoted  Christian  brotherhood.  A 
lectern  and  bishop's  chair,  very  massive  and  elab- 
orately carved,  were  in  use  for  many  years  in  the  old 
church  in  Hiiighani,  England,  dating  back  to  the 
middle  of  the  fourteenth  century  (1350  A.D.),  have 
been  presented,  with  very  plea.sant  words  of  cordial 
and  intimate  church  relationship,  to  the  church  in 
Hingham,  New  England. 

All  the  church  property  has  been  deeded  over  to 
the  trustees  of  donations,  who  hold  it  in  trust  for  the 
use  of  the  Episcopal  Church  forever. 

The  church  is  free,  and  a  cordial  invitatiou  is  ex- 
tended to  all  to  unite  in  the  services.  In  the  winter 
the  congregations  arc  not  so  large,  but  in  the  summer 
there  are  regular  attendants  from  the  summer  visitors 
at  Nantasket  and  Cohasset,  as  well  as  at  Hingham, 
among  whom  are  many  of  our  most  prominent  and 
devoted  churchmen. 

Universalist  Society.' — This  religious  body  was 
organized  at  a  meeting  of  several  members  of  the 
First  Universalist  Society  of  Scituate,  Mass.  (now 
known  as  West  Scituate,  a  part  of  the  town  of  South 
Scituate),  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Charles  W.  Cushing, 
in  liingham,  on  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  1,  1823. 

The  object  in  meeting  with  the  Scituate  society 
was  because  of  the  mutual  sympathy  exi.iting  between 
the  believers  of  the  same  faith  in  both  towns,  and  an 
earnest  desire  to  strengthen  the  cause  by  the  foriua- 
lion  of  an  additional  society'. 


^  By  Edutunil  lleraey  {~d). 


In  the  articles  of  agreement  occurs  the  following 
statement  :  "  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  sub- 
scribed, being  sensible  of  the  unchangeable  and  uni- 
versal love  of  God  to  mankind,  exhibited  in  the  lle- 
deemer,  and  in  humble  thankfulness  to  lliiu  fur 
disposing  our  hearts  to  unite  together  in  the  bonds 
ol' Christian  love  and  felloW»hip,  think  it  our  duty,  as 
tending  to  the  good  order  of  society  in  general,  and 
the  improvemeut  aud  edification  of  each  other  in  par- 
ticular, to  form  ourselves  into  a  Church  of  Christ, 
whicli,  we  conceive,  consists  of  a  number  of  believers 
united  together  in  the  confession  of  the  faith  of  the 
gospel." 

The  corner-stone  of  the  church  edifice  used  by  this 
society  w;is  laid  May  18,  182'J,  when  prayer  was 
offered  by  Rev.  Sebastian  Streeter.  and  tiie  house  of 
Worship  dedicated  ou  the  19th  of  September,  IS-'J, 
on  which  occasion  the  sermon  was  delivered  by  llev. 
Hosea  Ballou. 

Among  those  who  have  been  pastors  of  the  society 
were  Rev.  T.  J.  Greenwood  (deceased).  Rev.  J.  P. 
Atkinson,  Rev.  A.  A.  Folsom  (deceased),  llev.  J.  F. 
Dyer,  Rev.  S.  A.  Davis,  Rev.  J.  II.  Fanisworth, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Talbot,  Rev.  M.  M.  Preston  (deceased), 
Rev.  A.  Case  (deceased).  Rev.  J.  D.  Cargill,  Rev.  E. 
Partridge  (deceased),  Rev.  J.  E.  Daven[:ort,  Rev. 
Phebe  A.  Hanaford,  and  Rev.  D.  P.  Livermore. 

The  society  at  the  present  time  has  no  pastor. 

Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  society,  and  for 
many  years  following,  the  church  ordinances  were  ad- 
ministered at  stated  times  to  all  of  its  members  who 
felt  it  a  privilege  to  join  in  the  observance  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.  During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Cargill,  in  1856,  a  church  was  formed  distinct  from 
the  society,  but  composed  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  of 
its  members,  at  which  time  the  ^Vinche.ster  ConlLsaion 
of  Faith  was  adopted.  The  following  persons  are  its 
oflBcers:  Deacons,  Samuel  W.  ]Marsh,  George  lleisey  ; 
Clerk,  Franklin  Kersey;  Treasurer,  George  Hersey. 

The  Sunday-school  connected  with  the  society  has 
usually  been  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Its  average 
membership  was  for  a  long  series  of  years  upward.s 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  it  is  still  doing 
active  work. 

Three  ordinations  have  taken  place  in  tliis  ehureh, 
viz.,  Rev.  J.  P.  Atkinson,  Rev.  John  Nichols,  and 
Rev.  P.  A.  Hanaford. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that,  while  Hingham,  Ma.ss., 
is  celebrated  for  having  within  its  buiders  the  oldest 
church  edifice  in  the  United  States  now  worshiped  in, 
it  will  henceforth  be  knowu  as  the  town  in  which  was 
ordained  and  installed  the  first  woman  minister  in 
Massachusetts. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church.' — Tliis  station  was 
formeil)'  a  part  uf  Scituate  Station.  A  class  of  about 
a  dozen  njeinbers  was  formed  in  the  year  1818,  by 
llev.  Edward  T.  Taylor  (of  Bethel  fame),  and  there 
was  occiisioual  preaching  at  Brother  Robert  Gould's 
house. 

The  first  Methodist  meeting-house  was  dedicated 
July  3,  1828,  funds  for  building  being  given  by  Rev. 
Stephen  Puffer,  a  local  preacher  residing  in  the  town. 
The  dedicatory  sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev.  John 
Newland  Maffil.  The  first  stationed  minister  was  Rev. 
Samuel  Heath.  Since  that  time  forty-four  preachers 
have  been  stationed  at  Hingham,  prominent  among 
them  Stephen  Puffer,  Ralph  W.  Allen,  David  Wise, 
James  Mudge,  George  W.  Bates,  Amos  Binney,  Levi 
Daggett,  A.  H.  Newton,  Daniel  Webb,  Robert  Clark, 
William  H.  Starr,  George  E.  Fuller,  Merritt  P.  Al- 
derman, James  H.  Nutting,  Joseph  0.  Thompson, 
Augeio  Carroll. 

The  first  meeting-house  lot  and  building  was  trans- 
ferred in  July,  1828,  to  a  board  of  trustees.  In  De- 
cember, 1845,  alterations  were  made,  as  the  society 
had  grown  in  numbers  and  influence. 

In  May,  18G7,  while  the  church  wa.s  under  the 
charge  of  Rev.  George  E.  Fuller,  the  building  was 
moved  back  some  thirty  feet,  raised  sufficiently  to  add 
vestries,  three  in  number.  A  new  front,  with  steeple, 
was  added,  giving  the  building  an  entirely  different 
appearance.  The  vestries  were  finished  in  December, 
1867,  dedicated  on  the  17th,  the  audience-room  com- 
pleted and  dedicated  the  following  spring.  Nearly 
four  thou.sand  dollars  expense  was  reported  by  build- 
ing committee,  all  but  nine  hundred  and  forty-six 
dollars  of  which  was  paid  by  .selling  pews,  lectures, 
etc.  Brother  Alderman  reduced  the  debt  very  ma- 
terially, if,  possibly,  not  canceling  it  during  iiis  stay. 

In  1882  another  change  was  made.  It  was  found, 
upon  examining  the  spiles  on  which  the  back  part  of 
the  building  rested,  they  were  in  an  unsafe  condition, 
and  as  a  piece  of  laud  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street  could  be  obtained  for  four  hundred  dollars,  the 
trustees  removed  without  further  delay,  the  moving, 
etc.,  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  dollars.  The  building 
wa."  accordingly  removed,  without  any  difficulty,  to 
the  corner  of  Thaxter,  facing  South  Street. 

In  1883  the  widow  of  Rev.  Stephen  Puffer  wrote 
to  the  trustees,  saying  she  had  for  a  long  time  wished 
to  have  a  parsonage  in  Hingham,  offering  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  towards  the  building.  At  once  the  land 
back  of  the  church,  facing  Thaxter  Street,  was  pre- 
pared, a  cellar  dug,  and  building  commenced. 


'  By  Mi.os  M.  B.  Cazneau. 


Mrs.  Puffer  being  pleased  with  the  promptness  of 
the  work,  gave  three  hundred  dollars  more  to  complete 
it.  as  her  gift  to  the  Hingham  Church.  Through 
extra  exertions  of  the  brethren  and  sisters,  it  was 
comfortably  furnished  by  the  3d  of  July,  when  Rev. 
Arthur  Thompson,  the  present  pastor,  brought  his 
young  bride  and  took  possession.  During  the  lapse 
of  years,  since  the  first  class  was  formed,  there  have 
been  many  changes.  Very  many  have  gone  home 
rejoicing. 

Others  are  scattered  over  the  earth  ;  some  of  I  hem 
are  holding  responsible  positions;  their  kindly  letters, 
coming  now  and  then  to  the  "  dear,  old  church," 
prove  that  seeds  sown  early  and  watered  by  prayers 
and  tears  of  those  now  growing  old  and  feeble,  are 
bringing  forth  an  abundant  harvest  for  the  Master. 
A  singular  fact  concerning  the  church  and  congrega- 
tion is  that  nine  ladies  have  married  Methodist 
ministers,  several  of  whom  are  now  living,  co-workers 
in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

The  present  membership  is  about  seventy. 

First  Baptist  Church.^ — In  the  year  1818  a  few 
Baptists  in  Hingliam,  Mass.,  gathered  for  their  first 
prayer-meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  house  of  one 
of  their  number,  Mr.  Nathaniel  T.  Davis. 

Mr.  Asa  Wilbur,  of  Boston,  was  present,  and  often 
afterwards  visited  the  little  flock,  and  aided  them  with 
his  counsels,  his  money,  and  his  prayers.  In  the 
same  year  the  first  sermon  was  delivered  in  Hingham 
by  a  Baptist,  Mr.  Ensign  Lincoln.  These  Baptist 
people  also  organized  this  year  the  first  Sabbath- 
school  in  the  town,  and  during  the  summer  the  at- 
tendance upon  it  increased  to  ninety. 

In  the  year  1820,  Mr.  Joshua  Beal,  Miss  Polly 
Barnes,  and  Miss  Nancy  Studley  were  baptized  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Baldwin,  of  Boston,  and  the  .scene  made  a 
very  deep  impression  upon  the  multitude  which 
gathered  at  the  water-side.  Many  of  those  present 
had  never  seen  a  person  buried  with  Christ  by  bap- 
tism, and  some  who  were  afterwards  converted  dated 
their  first  serious  convictions  from  this  hour. 

In  August,  1823,  a  hall,  with  unpla-stered  walla 
and  seats  of  boards,  was  engaged  at  "  the  harbor," 
and  in  this  services  were  held  for  nearly  a  year. 
Here  souls  were  won  to  God,  but  the  success  of  such 
a  feeble  band  aroused  opposition.  Their  assemblies 
were  disturbed  by  the  firing  of  guns,  and  by  other 
noises  near  the  hall,  and  a  determined  but  futile 
attempt  was  made  to  suppress  their  meetings  by  pro- 
cess of  law.  Once,  while  quietly  worshiping,  they 
were  locked  in  their  hall,  and  no  officer  of  law  inter- 

»  By  Bay.  H.  M.  Dean. 
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fenod  to  prevent  the  deed,  or  to  punish  the  offenders. 
But  perseeution  wiouirht  its  usual  lesult.s,  and  tiie 
little  band  grew  in  numbers  and  in  influence.  A 
building  wii.s  purchased  in  a  more  quiet  pun  of  the 
town,  and  an  upper  room  fitted  for  worsiiip.  The 
antipathy  to  Baptists  was,  however,  so  strong  that  it 
was  not  thought  wise  to  make  known  the  purpose  for 
which  the  building  was  to  be  used,  nor  that  it  was 
to  be  conveyed  to  Baptists.  A  gentleman  of  another 
denumiuation  consented  to  receive  the  deed  in  his 
own  name,  and  afterwards  transfer  the  property  to 
the  real  purchasers. 

On  the  "Jtli  of  March,  1828,  twenty  persons,  all 
but  two  being  wumeu,  were  publicly  recognized  as  a 
branch  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Boston,  of 
which  Rev.  J.  D.  Knowles  was  tbeu  pastor.  Mr. 
Harvey  Ball  was  ordained  as  an  evangelist  September 
21st  of  the  same  year,  and  served  this  branch  church  in 
Hingham  for  two  years.  He  advised  and  encouraged 
them  to  build  a  house  of  worship.  A  day  of  special 
prayer  for  divine  guidance  was  set  apart,  and  soon 
afterwards  they  purchased  the  lot  on  which  their 
house  now  stands,  and  erected  the  building  in  which 
they  still  worship.  It  cost  three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  was  dedicated  Dec.  3,  1828,  amid 
much  rejoicing,  Dr.  Sharp,  of  Boston,  preaching  the 
sermon. 

Mr.  Timothy  R.  Cressey,  a  student  at  Newton 
Theological  Institution,  often  supplied  the  pulpit  after 
Mr.  Ball's  resignation,  and,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1831, 
he  was  ordained,  and  the  church  recognized  as  an  in- 
dependent body,  with  fifty-one  members.  The  pas- 
torate of  Mr.  Creasey  continued  three  years  and  a 
half,  during  which  a  vestry  was  built  in  the  ba.se- 
ment,  and  twenty-eight  persons  were  received  into 
the  church. 

After  being  two  years  without  a  pastor,  Mr.  Water- 
man Burlingame,  also  a  Newton  student,  was  or- 
dained, and  began  his  labors  Sept.  27,  183C.  He 
remained  until  Aug.  5,  18-10,  baptizing  seventeen 
and  receiving  three  by  letter. 

The  church  w:i3  again  pastorless  for  two  years, 
when,  on  the  28th  of  September,  1842,  Rev.  Sereno 
Howe,  who  had  been  previously  ordained  as  an  evan- 
gelist, was  installed  as  pa.stor.  His  term  of  service 
was  nearly  .seven  years,  and  he  received  seventy  five 
persons  into  the  fellowship  of  the  church.  In  1845 
those  elms  were  planted  in  front  of  the  church,  which, 
with  the  hedge,  now  make  the  grounds  the  most 
attractive  in  the  town. 

During  the  summer  of  1851  the  house  was  raised, 
repaired,  and  a  new  pulpit  and  furniture  added. 
The    vestry    also   was    much    enlarged,  and    a    com- 


mittee-room built  in  the  rear.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year  3Ir.  Jonathan  Pilson  was  called  from  the 
institution  at  Newton,  and  was  ordained  on  the  5th 
of  November.  His  was  a  long  and  prosperous  pas- 
torate, ending  Sept.  24,  1870.  lie  received  into  the 
church  one  hundred  and  tiity-six,  of  whom  he  bap- 
tized one  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

In  April,  1877,  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Ruv, 
A.  S.  McLean,  of  Charlestowu,  and  he  was  installed 
June  28th.  He  served  the  church,  however,  but  a 
little  more  than  one  year,  reaigning  July  7,  IS7S. 
The  house  of  worship  was  repaired  during  his  ])as- 
torate,  and  there  were  some  accessions. 

In  December,  187G,  Rev.  H.  M.  Dean,  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  began  the  discharge  of  pastoral  duties,  and  has 
continued  to  the  present  time  (June,  lSS4j.  The 
progress  of  the  church  during  tiiis  period,  though  not 
rapid,  has  been  healtliy  ;  and  while  there  never  was 
greater  reason  for  thanksgiving  for  past  bles-^iiigs, 
there  has  probably  never  been  a  more  hopeful  outlook 
for  the  future  than  there  is  to-day. 

The  first  deacons  were  chosen  in  1835,  and  six 
brethren  have  since  served  in  that  capacity.  Their 
honored  names  are  Nichols  Litchfield,  Issachar  Ful- 
ler, Joshua  Thayer,  Joseph  Ripley,  Levi  Ilcrsey,  and 
Walton  V.  Mead,  Deacons  Ripley  and  Mead  still 
serving.  Among  the  bequests  which  the  church  has 
received,  that  of  Deacou  Joshua  Thayer,  who  be- 
queathed a  commodious  parsonage  and  grounds,  de- 
serves especial  mention. 

The  ohurcli  has  from  the  first  sought  and  relied 
upon  the  aid  of  the  spirit  of  God.  A  church  library 
was  founded  in  1830,  and  the  pastors,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Rev.  Mr.  McLean,  have  been  graduates  of 
Newton  Theological  Institution,  but  the  church  has 
depended  not  on  learning,  nor  eloquence,  but  upon 
the  power  of  God.  It  has  unswervingly  adhered  to 
evangelical  truth,  and  to-day,  as  in  the  earlier  years 
of  the  century,  is  earnestly  contending  for  the  faith 
once  for  all  delivered  to  the  saints. 

There  is  also  in  this  town  a  Methodist  E[jiscopal 
Church,  called  Church  of  Zioti,  and  ah^o  a  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

The  Third  Congregational  Church  was  incor- 
porated Feb.  13,  1807.  The  following  is  the  record: 
"  An  act  to  incorporate  a  number  of  Inhabitants  of 
the  North  Parish  of  the  Town  of  Hiiigliani,  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  into  a  religious  Society  by  the 
Dame  of  the  Third  Congregational  Society  in  Hing- 
ham. Dated  February  13th,  1807.  Approved  by 
the  Governor,  Caleb  Strong." 

The  first  meeting  for  choosing  parish  officers  was 
held     March    16,    1807,    in    pursuance    of    warrant 
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issued  by  Samuel  Norton,  Esq..  father  of  the  late 
Professor  Norton,  of  Cambridge. 

May  10,  1807.  Parish  meeting  held,  Gen.  Ben- 
jamin Lincoln,  moderator,  to  see  if  the  society  concur 
with  the  church  in  calling  Mr.  Henry  Coleman  to 
settle  as  their  gospel  minister.  Mr.  Coleman's  con- 
nection with  the  society  was  dissolved  March,  1820. 

Dec.  14,  1820.  llev.  Charles  Brooks,  of  Medford, 
was  invited  to  become  pastor  of  the  society.  Mr. 
Brooks  resigned  Jan.  1,  1839. 

1840,  Feb.  3.  Rev.  Oliver  Stearns  was  invited  to 
become  the  pastor  of  the  society  ;  he  remained  with 
the  society  till  Oct.  1,  1S56,  he  having  been  invited 
to  the  presidency  of  Meadville  Theological  School. 

1859,  Oct.  4.  llev.  Daniel  Boweii  was  invited  to 
become  minister  of  the  society. 

1SG3,  March.  Rev.  Mr.  Bowen  resigned  as  min- 
ister of  the  society. 

1SC)4,  Feb.  29.  Rev.  Joshua  Young  was  iavited 
to  become  minister  of  the  society. 

1808,  December.  Rev.  Mr.  Young  resigned  as 
minister  of  the  society. 

1809,  December.  Rev.  John  Snyder  was  invited 
to  become  minister  of  the  society. 

1872,  December.  Rev.  Mr.  Snyder  resigned  as 
minister  of  the  society. 

1873,  March.  Rev.  William  G.  Todd  was  invited 
to  become  iuinister  of  the  society. 

1875,  December.  Rev.  Mr.  Todd  resigned  as 
mini.ster  of  the  society. 

1870,  March.  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  A.  Miles  was  in- 
vited to  become  the  pastor  of  the  society. 

1SS3.  Rev.  Dr.  Miles  asked  to  be  relieved  of  the 
charge  of  the  society  aa  minister  (but  now  remains  as 
pastor  emeritus). 

In  January,  1884,  Rev.  A.  T.  Bowser  was  invited 
to  become  pastor  of  the  church,  and  is  the  present 
incumbent. 


CHAPTER    V. 

Old  Culuny  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M. — Hingham  Mutuul  Fire  In- 
surance Com|iuny — llingbam  lustitutiun  for  Savin;;^ — Tlie 
Agriculiural  und  Horticultural  Society — Ucpreaentutivea  from 
16:i(i  lo  1.S34 — Tlic  Press — Educutioii;il — The  Derby  Acudcmy 
— Tlic  Ilingbain  Public  Library. 

Old  Colony  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M. — This  is  one  of 
the  oldest  Masonic  bodies  in  the  commonwealth.  It 
was  ciiartered  Dec.  10,  1792,  and  was  originally  lo- 
cated at  Hanover.  The  charter  members  were  as 
follows :  John  Young,  James  Lewis,  David  Jacobs, 
Jr.,  Adams  Bailey,  Charles  Turner,  Jr.,  William 
Curtis,  Jr.,  George  Little. 


Their  charter  was  signed  by  the  following  grand 
officers:  John  Cutler,  G.  M. ;  Joshiah  Bartlott, 
S.  G.  W. ;  Munroe  Mackey,  J.  G.  W. ;  Thomas  Far- 
rington,  G.  S. 

The  lodge  first  met  Deo.  24,  1792,  at  the  house  of 
Athcrton  Wales,  an  innkeeper,  in  Hanover.  As  the 
weather  was  bad  they  agreed  among  themselves  to 
meet  at  the  same  place  on  Thursday,  Dec.  27,  1792, 
at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  also  to  notify  members  not  ]iies- 
ent.  At  which  time  and  place  they  did  meet,  and 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  officers.  The  following 
were  elected  :  John  Young,  W.  M.;  William  Curtis, 
Jr  ,  S.  W. ;  George  Little,  J.  W. 

In  1807  the  lodge  was  removed  to  Hingham.  lu 
1832,  owing  to  the  lack  of  interest  manifested  among 
its  members  and  the  unfavorable  condition  of  the 
lodge,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  return  the  charter 
to  the  grand  lodge. 

Oct.  21, 1851.  At  a  meeting  of  Freemasons  held  at 
the  Union  House,  Hingham,  a  number  of  the  breth- 
ren being  present,  it  was  voted  to  petition  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  charter,  and  agreeably  to  said  petition,  on 
Dec.  10,  1851,  the  said  charter,  with  all  its  original 
powers  and  privileges,  was  restored  to  the  following 
brothers:  Joseph  Richardson,  Moses  Whiton,  Bela 
Whiten,  Royal  Whiton,  John  Bassett,  Jr.,  Rufus 
Lane,  Benjamin  I.  Studly,  James  Gardner,  James  S. 
Lewis,  Marshal  Lincoln,  Daniel  Burr,  Micajuh  Mal- 
bon.  Fearing  Loriog.  The  lodge  first  met  in  Hing- 
ham Dec.  11,  1807.  The  first  three  officers  in  1792 
were  John  Young,  W.  M. ;  William  Curtis,  Jr.,  S.  W. ; 
George  Little,  J.  W.  The  following  is  a  list  of  Mas- 
ters from  1792  to  1885:  1792,  John  Young;  1793 
-90,  Charles  Turner,  Jr. ;  179G-1S00.  Benjamin 
Whitman.  After  this  time  they  were  elected  once  a 
year.  1801,  Charles  Turner,  Jr. ;  1802-3,  Benjamin 
Whitman;  1804-6,  Charles  Turner;  1807-18,  Jotham 
Lincoln,  Jr.  ;  1819-20,  Caleb  Bates;  1821,  Jotham 
Lincoln  ;  1822-23,  Marshal  Lincoln  ;  1824-20,  Fear- 
ing Loring;  1827-29,  Charles  Fearing;  1830-31, 
Charles  Gill ;  (Charter  returned  in  1832,  as  previ- 
ously stated)  ;  1851-54,  Marshal  Lincoln  ;  1855-50, 
Bela  Whiton;  1857.  Bela  Lincoln;  1858-59,  Enos 
Loring;  18G0,  Warren  A.  Hersey  ;  1801-02,  Edwin 
Wilder  (2d);  18G3-C5,  E.  Waters  Burr;  1800-08, 
Charles  N.  Marsh;  1809,  none  elected;  1870-71, 
Henry  Stephenson  ;  1872,  Jason  W.  Whitney  ;  1S73 
-75,  Charles  W.  S.  Seymour;  187G-78,  Charles  T. 
Burr;  1879-80,  John  M.  Trussell ;  1881-82,  Stet- 
son Foster;  1883,  A.  Willis  Lincoln,  present  incum- 
bent. At  the  present  time  the  first  three  officers  of 
the  lodge  are  A.  Willis  Lincoln,  W.  M.;  Arthur  L. 
Whiton,  S.  W. ;    E.    Bradley   Loring,  J.   W.     The 
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lod^e    has    furnished     for    the    grand     lodge    tliree  | 
D.  D.  G.  M.'s— K.   W.   Brolhers   E.   Waters   Burr, 
Eooa  Lorinj^,  and  Charles  W.  S.  Seymour.  ' 

From  Old  Colony  originated  Koiiohassett  Lodge,  i 
of  Coliassett,  with  Phoenix  Lodge  of  Hanover.     Old  , 
Colony  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  is  rap- 
idly increasing  in  membership.  ; 

Hingham  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  was  ' 
incorporated  March  4,  1826,  with   the  following  offi-  ] 
cers :    Jotham    Lincoln,    president;    David   Harding, 
secretary  ;  and  David  Whiton,  treasurer. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  from  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  company  to  the  present  time  : 

Presidents,  Jotham  Lincoln,  182G-42  (also  treas- 
urer, 1833-40)  ;  John  Beal,  1842-40  ;  Solomon  Lin- 
coln, 184G-G4;  Seth  S.  Hersey,  1864-71;  Amos 
Bates,  1871,  present  incumbent. 

Secretaries,  David  Harding,  1826-74  (also  treas- 
urer, 18d7-74)  ;  Calvin  A.  Lincoln,  1874-77  ;  Henry 
W.  Cushing,  1877,  present  incumbent. 

Treasurers,  David  Whiton,  1826-33;  Jotham  Lin- 
coln, 1833-40  ;   Francis  G.  Ford,  1840-43;   Rufus 
Lane,    1843-60 ;    John    Leavitt,    1860-67 ;    David  [ 
Harding,  1867-74;  Sidney  Sprague,  1874,  present  ; 
incumbent. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  company,  April  j 
1,1884:  ' 

Amount  ut  risk $22,112,072.00  ' 

Cush  assets 344,6^6.38 


Preiniutui  received  the  past  year $30,262.08 

Net  iocouie  tVoin  invested  t'uadd 17,877.71 


*fi3,139.7'J 


l::XFENDITURES. 


Dividendd  paid  the  pH^t  year..  $32,168.90 

Lusscs  by  tire  the  pur^t  year 15,728.63 

Ai^euta'  couiiui.-):^iuns,  salaries, 

etc 12,219.92 


60,107.45 


Pru6t  of  year's  business $8,o;(2.34 

9U1IMAIIY    OF    ASSETS MARKET    VALUE. 

Stocks  and  bunds $154,057.87 

Mort^il|;es  and  otliur  loans 155,074.00 

Ciisli  in  olHco  and  bunk 15,240.01 

Interest  duo  und  accrued 10,164.50 

Ileal  eaUto 9,500.00 


$344,636.38 


LIAUILI'I'IES. 

UeinKUrauco  re.'iervc $184,035.45 

All  other  liabilities 300.00 


184,335.45 


Surplus  over  all  liabilities $160,300.93 

The  company  has  never  paid  a  less  dividend  than 
sixty-tive  per  cent,  of  the  premium,  and  at  one  time 
a  dividend  of  one  hundred  and  nine  per  cent.,  or 
nine  per  cent,  more  than  the  original  premium,  was  re- 
turned the  assured. 


The  present  directors  are  as  follows  :  Amos  Bates, 
Euos  Loring,  Eliel  Bates,  Arthur  Lincoln,  Demerick 
Marble,  Alonzo  Gushing,  Henry  C.  Harding,  William 
Fearing  (2J),  all  of  Hingliam,  and  Rufus  P.  King- 
man, of  Brockton,  and  Ebenezer  T.  Fogg,  of  South 
Scituate. 

Hingham  Institution  for  Savings  was  incorpor- 
ated April  2,  1834.  The  charter  was  granted  to 
David  Whiton,  Henry  Nye,  Luther  J.  Barnes,  their 
associates  and  successors.  The  pi:tuiuiitis  were 
David  Whiton,  Henry  Nye,  Luther  J.  Barnes, 
Daniel  Bassett,  Ebenezer  Gay,  Benjamin  Thomas, 
Francis  G.  Ford,  llufus  Lane,  Seth  S.  Hersey, 
Caleb  Gill,  Jr.,  David  Harding,  Barnabas  Lincoln, 
Rufus  W.  Lincoln,  David  Lincoln,  Royal  Whiton, 
Charles  Lane,  Edward  Thaxter,  Thomas  Thaxter,  F. 
A.  Ford,  Caleb  Bates. 

First  President,  David  Whiton  ;  Vice-Presidents, 
Benjamin  Thomas,  Edward  Thaxter  ;  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  David  Harding;  Trustees,  David  Hard- 
ing (secretary),  David  Andrews,  Jr.,  Caleb  Gill,  Jr., 
Thomas  Loring,  Ezekiel  Fearing,  Charles  Lane,  Dan- 
iel Bassett,  Marshal  Lincoln,  Zadock  Hersey,  William 
Hudson,  George  Lincoln,  James  C.  Doane,  John 
Beal. 

The  presidents  have  been  as  follows :  David  Whiton, 
Daniel  Bassett,  David  Fearing,  Atherton  Tilden,  Isaac 
Barnes,  and  Daniel  Bassett. 

Secretary  and  Treasurers,  David  Harding,  Henry 
C.  Harding. 

The  first  board  of  investment  consisted  of  David 
Whiton  (president),  David  Harding  (treasurer),  Ed- 
ward Thaxter,  Charles  Lane,  and  Marshal  Lincoln. 

The  present  board  consists  of  Daniel  Bassett  (])res- 
ident),  Joseph  Sprague,  Elijah  Shule,  and  Edmund 
Hersey,  2d.  The  first  deposit  made  Dec.  24,  1834. 
Amount  of  deposits  (July  1,  1884),  $1,754,766.00. 
The  Hingham  Agricultural  and  Horticultural 
Society. — It  was  at  first  an  unincorporated  association. 
In  1858  a  common  enthusiasm  drew  together  a  number 
of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm 
and  the  garden.  October  1st  and  2d  some  twenty  of 
them  met  at  the  old  town  house,  opposite  the  Con- 
ureirational  Church.  James  S.  Lewis  called  thuiu  to 
order,  Charles  W.  Gushing  was  chairman,  and  lOJ- 
mund  Hersey,  secretary.  Fearing  Burr  proposed  the 
formation  of  an  agricultural  and  horticultural  suciuty, 
and  afterwards  prepared,  and,  at  the  next  meeting, 
October  27th,  presented  by-laws,  which  weie  then 
adopted.  November  10th  a  permanent  organization 
was  effected, — President,  Albert  Fearing;  Vice-Pre.-.i- 
dents,  Solomon  Lincoln,  David  Whiton,  and  Charles 
W.  Gushing;   Recording  Secretary,  Edmund  Hersey ; 
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Correspondiuj;  Secretary,  Thomas  T.  Bouvu  ;  Treas- 
urer, Joseph  H.  French  ;  Directors,  Albert  Whiting, 
Selh  Sprague,  Henry  Gushing,  Henry  Ripley,  John 
Stephenso[i,  Elijah  Leavitt,  Morris  Fearing,  Amos 
Bates,  John  Lincoln,  Warren  A.  Hersey,  John  R. 
Brewer,  and  Thomas  L.  Wliiton. 

From  that  onward  monthly  meetings  were  held. 
To  interest  all  sections  of  the  town  they  were  held 
once  each  at  Oasis  Hall,  at  Broad  Bridge;  at  Wilder 
Hall,  South  Hingham  ;  and  at  Liberty  Hall,  on 
Liberty  Plain  ;  but  oftener  at  the  town  hall,  until  a 
little  later,  when  a  permanent  resting-place  was  found 
in  the  armory,  now  a  school-house,  at  the  Centre. 
This  was  used  till  the  erection  of  the  present  agri- 
cultural hall.  The  aged  minister  of  the  First  Parish, 
Joseph  Richardson,  and  others,  gave  books.  Citizens 
of  other  towus  became  members.  The  scope  of  the 
society  embraced  the  science  and  practice  of  agricul- 
ture and  horticulture,  the  improvement  of  animals, 
grain,  fruit,  and  vegetables,  and  also  of  the  streets, 
sidewalks,  and  public  squares.  It  had  no  narrow 
purpose,  but  was  really  a  village  or  county  improve- 
ment society  in  its  best  and  largest  sense. 

The  interest  rose  high  at  the  first  annual  exhi- 
bitiou,  Sept.  28  and  29,  1859.  It  shows  the  increase 
of  values  since  the  war,  that  the  price  of  admission 
was  ten  cents,  with  no  charge  for  children  under 
twelve  years  of  age.  The  animals  were  exhibited  on 
an  open  lot  in  Hingham  Centre,  opposite  the  house 
of  Moses  Whiton ;  while  the  butter,  cheese,  bread, 
vegetables,  manufactures,  fancy  articles,  etc.,  were 
shown  in  the  town  hall.  The  attendance  was  large, 
the  enthusiasm  great,  and  the  success  complete.  On 
the  evening  of  the  first  day,  President  Fearing  gave 
an  entertainment  at  his  house.  On  the  morning  of 
the  second,  a  team  of  fifty  yoke  of  oxen — an  un- 
usual sight  nowadays — was  driven  up  Main  Street, 
under  the  direction  of  Charles  W.  Cushing,  drawing 
four  groups  of  young  ladies  representing  the  seasons. 
On  the  same  day  the  first  of  the  now  historic  agri- 
cultural dinners  was  spread  in  a  mammoth  Yale  tent 
upon  the  common.  Some  six  hundred  guests  were 
marshaled  in  an  imposing  procession.  Capt.  Alfred 
C.  Hersey  was  chief  marshal.  The  full  Boston 
Brigade  baud  played  inspiring  airs.  The  escort 
consisted  of  the  survivors  of  the  old  rifle  company 
under  Capt.  John  K.  Corbett,  and  of  the  Lincoln 
Light  Infantry,  full  of  youth  and  fire,  so  soon  to 
become  historic  by  its  response  to  Governor  An- 
drew's first  call  to  the  front  in  1861,  and  then  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Hawkes  Fearing.  The  march  was 
to  Fountain  Square  and  back  to  the  tent.  Rev. 
Calvin  Lincoln  asked  grace.     Speeclies  were  made  by 


ex-Lieulenant-Governor  Simon  Brown,  Charles  G. 
Davis,  president  of  the  Plymouth  County  Agricultural 
Society,  and  the  following  clergymen:  Calvin  Lincoln, 
Joseph  Richardson,  Jonathan  Tilson,  Chandler  Rob- 
bins,  and  John  L.  Russell;  another,  E.  Porter  Dyer, 
read  a  poem.  Responses  were  also  made  by  the  two 
military  captains,  and  by  Chief  Marshal  Hersey, 
James  S.  Lewis,  and  Luther  Stephenson.  A  great 
concert  in  the  tent  in  the  evening  crowned  the  suc- 
cess of  the  day.  The  financial  results  of  this  fair 
were:  receipts,  $348.13  ;  expen.ses,  $63.21;  balance 
for  the  society,  $284.92.  Not  only  were  the  cere- 
monies of  the  day  attractive,  but  the  exhibition  was 
deserving,  the  exhibits  numerous  and  excellent,  and 
the  reports  of  the  committees  on  various  departments 
show  great  enterprise  and  merit  on  the  part  alike  of 
judges  and  exhibitors.  The  show  of  stock  was  large 
and  admirable  in  its  quality.  The  report  on  orna- 
mental trees  is  worthy  of  the  present  interest  in  that 
subject.  Indeed,  it  would  be  invidious  to  attempt  to 
specify  any  and  not  mention  all  of  the  departments 
of  this  first  exhibition. 

In  the  spring  of  1860  a  contract  was  made  with 
Moses  Whiton  for  some  three  acres  of  land  for  a  term 
of  years.  It  was  fenced  and  furnished  with  pens, 
etc.,  for  the  society's  use.  The  second  exhibition 
occurred  September  26th  and  27th  of  that  year.  The 
number  at  dinner  was  still  larger  than  before.  Among 
the  speakers,  the  historian  says,  was  "John  A.  An- 
drew, Esq.,"  then  unknown  to  fame,  and  that  "  Mr. 
Andrew  spoke  well  for  one  little  conversant  with 
agriculture."  A  year  later  his  voice  was  ringing  the 
harvest-song  of  freedom  to  the  nation. 

These  early  years  of  the  society  were  full  of  zeal, 
life,  and  promise.  The  membership  rapidly  enlarged, 
till,  in  November,  1864,  the  society  was  incorporated 
under  the  general  laws.  Steps  were  then  taken  to 
purchase  grounds  and  build  a  hall,  Mr.  Fearing  oti'er- 
ing  to  give  five  thousand  dollars  if  the  society  would 
raise  ten  thousand  dollars.  More  than  this  was  ob- 
tained. In  March,  1867,  a  special  charter  was  granted 
by  the  Legislature,  of  which  Mr.  DcWitt  C.  Bates 
was  then  the  member  from  Hingham,  authorizing  the 
society  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  and  to  receive 
the  bounty  of  the  State.  Under  this  act  the  society 
is  now  organized.  The  present  grounds,  on  the  cor- 
ner of  East  and  Leavitt  Streets,  were  bought,  contain- 
ing about  sixteen  acres,  and  this  hall  was  erected,  the 
corner-stone  having  been  laid  July  1,  1SG7.  It  was 
dedicated  Sept.  25,  1867,  Solomon  Lincoln  delivering 
the  address.  There  was  an  ode  by  Mrs.  C.  L.  P. 
Stephenson  and  a  poem  by  E.  Porter  Dyer.  Fearing 
Burr  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee,  John 
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Stcplicnsoii  of  tlie  committee  on  grounds,  and  Wil-         Civil  List. — The  following  is  a  list  of  Governors, 

liaui  J.  Nelson  aiebitoct.     Tlic  cost  of  grounds  and     lieutenant-governors,  members  of  Congress,  and  State 

hall  was  soraething  over  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,     senators    from    Hiugham,    compiled    by    Fruiicis    H. 

The  largest  subscriptions  were  those  of  Albert   Fear-     Lincoln,  Esq. 

irig,  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  Johu    K.  i        Levi   Lincoln  (see  sketch   elsewhere  in  this  work) 

Brewer  and  David  Whiton.  one  thousand  dollars  each.  ;  was  born  in   Hinghum  in   1740.      He  died  April  1-t, 

The   rest  were  from    ten    to  five  hundred  dollars,  all  j  1820. 

alike  creditable  to  the  public  generosity.  '        Gen.  Benjamiu  Lincoln.      (See  sketch  el^e^vhere  iu 

Albert   Fearing  served  as  president  from   its   insti-  ;  this  work.) 
tutiuii,  iu    1858,  for  nearly  seventeen   years,  till   his  Hon.  John  D.  Long  was  represetituiive  to  General 

death,  in  May,  1875.  He  was  a  native  of  this  town,  |  Court  iu  1875,  '70,  '77,  and  '78,  the  two  latter  years 
and  loyal  to  its  welfare  in  a  remarkable  degree.  An  I  being  Speaker  of  the  Hou.-e.  He  wa.->  lieutenant- 
eminent  and  successful  Boston  meix-liant,  he  cherished  governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1871),  and  Governor  of 
a  deep  interest  in  Hingham,  and  in  it  spent  his  last  ]  Massachusetts  iu  1880,  '81,  and  '82,  and  is  the  pres- 
ent representative  in  Congress   from  the  Second  Mas- 


years. 

He  was  succeeded,  in  May,  1875,  in  the  office  of 
president  by  Solomon  Lincoln,  wlio  held  it  less  than 
a  year.  Mr.  Lincoln  had  been  vice-president  from 
its  beginning.  Not  a  farmer,  he  yet  was  a  man  of 
such  ripe  and  varied  learning,  and  withal  so  thor- 
oughly identified  and  familiar  with  the  history,  char- 
acter, and   traditions  of  Hingham,  his   native  town, 


sachusetts  District,  having  beeu  elected  in  1 882. 

Rev.  Joseph  Richardson  was  elected  senator  in 
1823,  re-elected  in  1824,  and  again  in  182U,  and  in 
1827-31  was  a  member  of  Congress. 

Solomon  Lincoln  was  senator  in  1830  and  1831 
(see  also  list  of  representatives  to  General  Court), 
and  United  States  marshal  for  District  of  Massacbu- 


that  he  was  invaluable  to  llie  society  and  to  Mr.  setts  iu  1841— J:4. 
Fearing  while  the  latter  was  its  president.  Its  liter- 
ary department  and  demands  always  found  iu  his 
voice  and  pen  the  needed  response.  At  Mr.  Fearing's 
death  the  society  turned  at  once  to  Mr.  Lincoln  as 
his  successor.  His  failing  health  compelled  his  early 
retirement,  but  his  interest  continued  during  his  life. 
He  was  succeeded,  in  July,  187G,  after  a  short  va- 
cancy in  the  office,  by  Edmund  Hersey,  now  delegate 
to  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  who  maintained  the 
high  e.\cellence  of  the  society.  He,  in  turn,  having 
resigned,  was  succeeded,  in  November,  1880,  by  the 
present  incumbent,  Ebed  L.  Ripley. 

The  officers  of  the  society  for  1883-84  are  as  fol- 
lows:  President,  Ebed  L.  Ripley;  Vice-Presidents, 
Charles  W.  Cuahing,  John  D.  Long,  Amos  Bates, 
Alfred  Loring,  Arthur  Lincoln,  Elijah  Shute,  Melzar 
W.  Clark,  Fearing  Burr,  Francis  \V.  Brewer ;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  William  H.  Thomas;  Correspoud- 
ing  Secretary,  Francis  B.  Lincoln  ;  Secretary  of  the 
Exhibition,  DcWitt  C.  Bates;  Treasurer,  Reuben 
Sprague  ;  Librarian,  William  II.  Thomas;  Directors, 
David  Gushing,  Jr.,  James  Cushing,  Isaac  N.  Damon, 
Henry  Stephenson,  Starkes  Whiton,  Justin  Ripley, 
J.  Edwards  Ripley,  John  Todd,  William  Cushing, 
Francis  11.  Stowell,  Jushua  Tower,  Charles  II.  Marble, 
Josejih  O.  Burdctt,  Franklin  Hersey,  George  J.  Fear- 
ing, J'Idward  E.  I'^lms  (Cohassel),  Kilburn  B.  Merritt 
(Scituate),  Joseph  Totman  (East  Weymouth)  ;  Dele- 
gate to  the  Massachusetts  Slate  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Eduiund  Hersey. 


Edmund  Cazneau  was  senator  in  1850-51  ;  Amos 
Bates,  in  1856;  Ebenezer  Gay,  in  18(i2 ;  Amasa 
Whiting,  in  1871 ;  and  Starkes  Whiton,  iu  1880-81. 

Governor  Andrew  was  a  summer  resident  of  Hiug- 
ham, and,  at  his  own  request,  was  buried  here. 

Representatives  from  1636  to  1884.'— The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  representatives  from  Hingham 
from  163C  to  the  present  time,  covering  a  period  of 
nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  : 

1636,  May  20.  Mr.  Bl.icklcucb. 

Jusupb  Andrews, 

Nichulus  Baker. 
1636,    Sept.  8.     Josuph      An- 
drews. 

1636,  Dec.  7.  Nuae. 

1637,  April    18.    Juaeph    An- 
drews. 

Anthony  Etimea. 
1637,    May    17.    Joseph     An- 
drews, 
AutUuny  Eiiuies. 

1637,  Sept.    21.    Joseph    An- 
drews. 

Anthony  Ernies. 

1037,  Nov.  2.  Samuel  Warde. 

1037,       Muieh      12.        Samuel 

Warde. 

Antliony  Eames. 

I    163S,  May2.  Josepii  Andrews. 

Nicholas  Baker, 

1638,  Sept.    6.     Mr.    Joseph 
Hull. 

Anthony  Eames. 


1638,  March    13.    Mr.   Joseph 

Uull. 
ADthoiiy  1-^aiiies. 

1639,  May    22.      Mr.     Joseph 

Peek. 
Edmund  Hobai't. 
1031),     Sept.     -J.      Mr.     .Joseph 
I'eek. 
Edmund   lliibait. 
1610,     May     13.      Mr.      Joseph 
Peck. 
Mr.  James  Bates. 
1610,  Oct.  7.    .Mr.  Jo,epll  Peck. 

Kdiiiuml   lliiball. 
1641,     June     'J.      Mr.     Jo-c|ih 
Peck, 
llcniy  Smyth. 
1041,  Oct.  S.   Jlr.  J..>c|.b  J'cck. 
Stephen  Puinc. 

1012,  Sept.     S.      Mr.     Joseph 

Peek. 
Edmund  Uoljai-t. 

1013,  May   IU.    BozoiiTi  .Vllcn. 

Joshua  Iloliart. 


'  Compiled  for  this  work  by  Charles  N.  .Marsh,  Esq. 
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1643, 

1644, 
1645, 
164C, 
IG47. 
164S, 
1649, 
1650, 
1651, 
1602, 
1653, 
16i4, 
1655, 
1656, 
1657, 
1658, 
1059, 


16t;o, 
ItibU, 

1602, 
1GU3, 

1CG4, 
1605, 
1606, 
1000, 

1009- 
1077. 
1678. 
1774, 

1774, 

1774, 

1775, 
1775, 

1775, 


March     7.       .\nihony 

Eaiucdi. 
Joshua  Hubart. 
Slay  29.  Dozoau  Allen. 
Juhn  Porter. 
May  14.  Uuzoari  .^lleo. 
Ju?hua  Hubart. 
May  6.  B»zoan  .^Ilen. 
Joshua  Hobai't. 
^lay  20.  Uuzuan  Allen. 
Joshua  Hubart. 
May  10.  Nicholas  Jacob. 
Thonjus  UnJcrwood. 
May  2.  Nieholus  Jacob. 
John  Bealc. 
May  22.   Uozoan  Allen. 
Jushua  llobart. 
May  7.  Bozoan  Allen. 
Jeremiah  llouchin.' 
May  27.  Bozoan  Allen. 
Jeremiah  Ilouchin. 
May  18.  Joshua  Hobart. 
Jereuiiali  Houchin. 
.May  3.  Joshua  Uobart. 
Jeremiah  Ilouchin. 
May      23.      Jeremiah 
Houchin. 

May  14.  Joshua  Uobart.  !  1705.  Jusiah  Leavitt. 
John  Leavitt.  I  1705-0.  Samuel  Eelles. 

May       0.       Jeremiah  ,  1707.  Thcophilus  Cujhing. 
Houchin.  1707-12.  Samuel  Thaxter. 

May  19.  Jo.ihua  Hubart.  '  1713.  'i'heophilua  Cushing. 
Jeremiah  Iluuchin.  1814-19.  Samuel  Thaxter. 

May   11.    First  Session,  ;  1719-20.   Lazarus  Beal. 

lluburt  and  Houchin.      1721.   Nathaniel   lloburt. 
Second  Session,  llobart  i  1721-20.  Tliumaj  Luring. 

and  John  Bealo.  i  1720-34.  John  Jacub. 

May  3U.  Joshua  Hobart.  i  1734-37.  James  Uuarsey. 


1679.  Joshua  Hobart. 

1679-Sn.   Daniel  Cushing,  .Sr. 

1031.  Joshua  Hobart. 

1082.  Daniel  Cushing.  Sr. 

10S3.    Nathaniel  licale. 

1083-80.  John  Smith. 

1089,  May.  Thomoa  .\ndrewa, 
and  Daniel  Cushing, 
Sr.,  representatives  in 
the  Council  of  Safety 
(Cushing  did  not  ac- 
cept). 

1689,  June.  Thomas  Andrews, 
Council  of  Safety. 

109U-91.   Nathaniel  Bcale. 

1092.  Jeremiah  Beal. 
David  Hobart. 

1093,  Sept.   Nathaniel  Beal. 
Oct.  Nathaniel  Bcale. 

1694.  John  Smith. 

1095.  Daniel  Cushing,  Sr. 

1690.  David  Hobart. 
1697.  Samuel  Thaxter,  Jr. 
1098-99.  William  Hersey. 
I70U.  Joshua  Beal. 
1701.  Jeremiah  Beal. 
1702-4.  Theophilus  Cushing. 


Dec,    and    May,    1001. 

No  representation. 
May  7.   Jo.-^hua  llobart. 
May  27.  ThomosSavage. 

Jushua  llobart. 
.May  18.  John  Leavitt. 
May  3.  Joshua  Hobart. 
May  23.  John  Thaxter. 
Sept.  .lushua  Hobart. 

John  Tha.xter. 
1075.  Joshua  Uubart. 

Nathaniel  Beale. 


1770,  May  23.  Enoch  Lincoln,  Theophilus  Cashing,  and  John 

Fearing,   chosen    representatives    to    the    next    General 

Court. 
1777,  May  20.  Enoch  Lincoln  chosen  representative  to  the  next 

General  Court. 
1773,  .May  18.   Enoch  Lincoln  and  Joseph  Thaxter. 
1779,  May  17.  Joseph  Thaxter,  Jr.,  lie  resigiieil  his  seat,  aiid 

the  vacancy  was  not  lilled. 
IS80,  May  22.  Charles  Cushing. 


1737-41.  J.-icob  Cushing. 
1741.  John  Jacub. 
1742-44.  Thomas  Gill. 
1744-45,  Aug.  Jacob  Cushing, 
,  in  room  of  Thomas  Gill, 

Esq.,  who  is  gone  iuto 
his  Majesty's  service. 
1740-49.  Benjamin  Lincoln. 
1749-57.  Jacob  Cu.ihing. 
1758-72.  Joshua  Ilearsey. 
1772.  John  Thaxter. 
1773-74.  Benjamin  Lincoln. 


Thomas  Andrews. 

Sept.  21.  Benjamin   Lincoln  to  the  court  to  be  held  at 

Salem. 
Sept.  21.  Benjamin  Lincoln  chosen  to  represent  the  town 

in  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  at  Concord. 
Dec.  26.   Benjamin  Lincoln  eliusen  to  represent  the  town 

in  the  Provincial  Congress  tube  held  at  Cambridge. 
May  24.    Benjamin  Lincoln  chosen  to  represent  the  town 

in  the  Congress  at  Watcrtuwn. 
July  10.  Benjamin  Lincoln  chosen  to  represent  the  town 

in  tho  General  Court  to  be  hold  at  Wutortowu,  agreeably 

to  a  resolve  of  tho  Provincial  Congress. 
Aug.  16.  Enoch  Lincoln  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in 

the  General  Court,  then  setting  at  Watertown. 

*  A  citizen  of  Boston. 


Undei-   the 

1780,  Oct.  9.  Charles  Cushing. 

1781,  May"  14.  Charles  Cush- 
ing. 

1712-83.  Theophilus  Cushing. 
1784.  Charles  Cushing. 
1735-87.  Theophilus  Cushing. 
1783.  Theophilus  Cushing. 

Benjamin  Lincoln. 
17S9.  Benjamin  Lincoln. 
1790-93.  Charles  Cushing. 
1794.  Theophilus  Cushing. 
1795-97.  Somuel  Norton. 
1798.  Jacob  Leavitt. 
1799-1300.  Jotbam  Gay. 
1801-4.  Nathan  Rice. 
1805.  Nathan  Rice. 

Levi  Lincoln. 
1806-7.  Uawkes  Fearing. 
1808.  Hawkes  Fearing. 

Jonathan  Cushing. 
1309-11.  Hawkes  Fearing. 

Jonathan  Cushing. 

Thomas  Fearing. 
1812-13.  Thomaa  Fearing. 

Jonathan  Cushing. 

Jothnm  Lincoln,  Jr. 
1814-15.  Thomas  Fearing. 
1810.  Thomas  Fearing. 

Jcdediah  Lincoln. 

Charles  W.  Cushing. 
1817.  Thomas  Fearing. 
1818-19.  Jedediah  Lincoln. 

1820.  James  Stephenson. 
.Sulomon  Jones. 

1821.  James  Stephenson. 
Solomon  Jones. 
Joseph  Richardson. 3 

1822.  Joseph  Richardson. 

1823.  Jedediah  Lincoln. 
John  Leavitt. 
Isaiah  Wilder. 

1824.  Isaiah  Wilder. 
Benjamin  Thomas. 

1825-28.   Benjamin  Thomas. 
1829.  Sulomon  Lincoln,  Jr. 
183(1.  Jotbam  Lincoln.^ 
1832.  Nicholas  B.  Whiting. 

Thomas  Loring. 

Marshal  Lincoln. 


oimtitHtiuii. 
1833.   Martin  Fearing. 

Hersey  Stowell. 

Thomas  Loring. 

James  W.  Sivret. 
1834-35.  Martin  Fearing. 

Thomas  Loring. 

Zadock  Hersey. 

James  W.  Sivret. 

1836.  Francis  G.  Ford. 

1837.  Francis  G.  Ford. 
Martin  Fearing. 
Albert  A.  Fulsum. 
Hcni-y  t'ushing. 

1838.  Francis  G.  Furd. 
Henry  Cushing. 

1839.  David  Fearing. 
Henry  Cushing. 
Thomas  Loring. 

1340.  Thomos  Luring. 

David  Fearing. 

Laban  Cushing. 
1841.  Solomon  Lincoln. 
1842-43.  James  S.  Lewis. 
1844-45.   John  Ileal. 
184'i.   None  chosen. 
1847.  Jotbam  Lincoln. 
1848-49.  John  K.  Corbett. 
1850-51.  Charles  W.  Cushing. 

1852.  Martin  Fearing. 

1853.  Henry  Hersey,  delegate 

to  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. 

1853-54.  Charles  Howard. 

1855.  Joseph  B.  Thaxter,  Jr. 

1856-57.  William  Whiton. 

1858.   Elpalet  L.  Cu.-hing. 

1859-00.   Demeriek  Marble. 

1801-H2.   David  Cain. 

1863-05.  Crocker  Wilder. 

1860-07.  DeWitt  C.  Bates. 

1S68.  David  Cushing  (2d). 

1869-70.  Charles  N.  Marsh. 

1871-72.  Hawkes  Fearing,  Jr. 

1873-74.   John  Lushing. 

1875-78.  John  D    Long. 

1879-80.  Arthur  Lincoln. 

1881-83.  Joseph  Jacobs,  Jr. 

1884.  Joseph  0.  Burdeit. 


2  Delegates  to  the  Convention  for  revising  the  Constitution  in 
1820-21,  Joseph  Richardson,  Jotbam  Lincoln,  Thomas  Fearing. 

•  May  11,  1831.  Tho  Constitution  was  amended,  changing  the 
time  of  meeting  of  the  General  Court  from  the  last  Wednesday 
in  May  to  the  lirst  Wednesday  in  January  each  year. 
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The  Press. —  The  Hinyhaia  Gazette  was  started 
Jan.  5,  18:^7,  by  Farmer  k,  Brown. 

Oct.  2,  1829,  JedeJiali  Farmer  took  the  entire 
manatrement  and  continued  till  Jan.  6,  1837,  when 
Tlioinas  D.  Blossom  assumed  the  management. 

April  6,  1838,  its  name  was  changed  to  Guspd 
^Yitlless  and  Old  Coluiti/  Repoiltr,  with  Albert  A. 
Folsoni,  editor.  This  paper  was  discontinued  Octo- 
ber, 1839. 

July  2,  1838,  The  Ilingliam  Patriot  appeared, 
edited  by  Jedediah  Farmer,  who  published  it  until 
July  3,  1841,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Wilder  &  Gill. 

July  2,  1842,  it  was  published  by  William 
Wilder. 

July  12,  1844,  it  was  issued  by  John  Gill. 

July  2,  1847,  John  Gill  and  J.  Franklin  Farmer 
were  publishers,  and  the  paper  was  enlarged  to  its 
present  size. 

From  July  14,  1848,  to  Dec.  29,  1848,  John  Gill 
was  editor  and  publisher,  and  it  was  subsequently 
published  a  short  time  by  James  H.  Wilder. 

The  Hiitghain  Journal,  the  present  newspaper 
published  in  Hingham,  was  established  in  1850  by 
James  H.  Wilder,  its  editor  and  proprietor. 

The  first  number  was  issued  January  4th  of  that 
year,  and  announced  Thomas  D.  Blossom,  printer. 
The  second  number  adds  Albert  Whiton  as  printer. 

Mr.  Wilder  carried  on  the  paper  until  January, 
1852,  when  it  went  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  D. 
Blobsom  and  Joseph  D.  Clark,  who  published  it  until 
January,  1854,  when  Mr.  Clark  retired,  and  the  firm 
became  Blossom  &  Easterbrook  (Mr.  Joseph  Eabter- 
brook). 

July  4,  1853,  Mr.  Blossom  met  with  a  severe  acci- 
dent by  the  premature  discharge  of  a  cannon  while 
engaged  in  a  public  demonstration,  and  for  a  long 
period  his  life  was  despaired  of,  and  in  1854,  when  Mr. 
Easterbrook  came  to  the  Journal,  Mr.  Blossom  was 
btill  incapacitated  for  any  real  labor,  and  the  actual 
publication  of  the  paper  devolved  upon  Mr.  Easter- 
brook. 

The  copartnership  between  these  two  parties  cov- 
ered a  period  of  years  to  Nov.  26,  1871,  when  it 
teniiiiiated  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Blossom. 

.Mr.  Easterbrook  then  purchased  of  the  Blossom 
heirs  their  interest  in  the  paper,  and  carried  it  on 
uiiiil  death  interrupted  his  labors.  May  8,  1879. 
Mrs.  Joseph  Easterbrook  conducted  the  journal  until 
August  1st  of  the  same  year,  when  it  went  into  the 
hands  of  its  present  proprietor,  Mr.  Fred.  H.  Miller. 

Educational. — The  earliest  date  at  which  a  public 
school  was  established  in  Hingham  cannot  be  ascer- 


tained. The  earliest  notice  of  the  erection  of  a 
school-house  is  found  in  the  "  Selectmen's  First  Book 
of  Records,"  which  appears  to  have  been  in  the  year 
1668. 

In  1670,  Mr.  Henry  Smith  contracted  with  the 
selectmen  "  to  teach  and  instruct,  until  the  year  be 
expired,  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  English,  willing  and 
arithmetic,  such  youths  of  the  inhabitanls  of  Hing- 
ham" as  should  be  sent  to  their  school.  His  salary 
was  fixed  at  twenty-four  pounds,  to  be  paid  quarterly 
in  wheat,  rye,  barley,  peas,  and  Indian  corn,  at  current 
prices.  In  1673,  James  Bates,  Sr.,  was  paid  ''for 
keeping  school."  In  1674,  Joseph  Andrews  and 
James  Bates  received  compensation  as  school-masters. 
In  1677,  James  Bates  made  a  written  agiueiuent  with 
the  seleclmen  to  teach  "Latin,  English,  writing,  and 
arithmetic"  for  one  year  for  twenty  pounds  sterling. 
In  1679,  Matthew  Hawke  was  paid  by  the  town  for 
teaching  a  school.  In  1685,  Mr.  Thomas  Palmer 
contracted  with  the  selectmen  to  teach  Laiin,  Greek, 
English,  writing,  and  aiiihmetic  fur  twenty  pounds, 
ten  pounds  in  money  and  ten  pounds  in  corn.  In 
1687,  Mr.  Samuel  Shepard  was  employed  as  a  teacher 
of  Latin,  etc.,  with  a  salary  of  twenty-five  pounds  in 
corn.  In  1690,  Mr.  Richard  Henchnian  was  a  teacher. 
In  1694,  Mr.  Joseph  Estabrook,  Jr.,  contracted  to  teach 
Latin,  Greek,  etc.,  for  twenty  two  pounds  per  year, 
one-half  to  be  paid  in  money,  and  the  other  in  corn. 
j  Mr.  Estabrook  continued  until  1696,  when  Mr.  Jede- 
I  diah  Andrews  (afterwards  a  minister  at  I'liiladelpliia) 
I  was  employed  for  a  salary  of  thirty  pounds  in  money. 
I  Mr.  Estabrook  was  again  employed  in  17(10,  and  cun- 
I  tinued  until  Aug.  20,  1705,  when  Mr.  John  Odliu 
was  engaged  ;  but  he  remained  for  only  a  short  time. 
Mr.  Joseph  Marsh  (the  same  probably  who  was  after- 
wards the  minister  of  Quincy)  was  employed  in  1706 
and  1707.  After  him,  Mr.  Daniel  Lewis,  who  subse- 
quently settled  in  the  ministry  at  Pembroke,  taught 
the  school  for  several  years.  This  note  is  already  too 
long,  and  I  give  merely  the  names  of  a  few  other 
teachers:  1712-13,  Mr.  Jonathan  Gushing;  1713- 
14,  Mr.  Gushing  and  Mr.  John  Norton,  Jr.  From 
April,  1714,  to  1717,  Mr.  Job  Gushing,  afterwards 
the  minister  of  Shrewsbury;  1718,  Mr.  Allen,  .Mr. 
Cornelius  Nye,  and  Mr.  Adam  Cusliing.  Mr.  Nye 
I  taught  a  school  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  from 
1718  to  1745,  with  the  exception  only  of  two  or 
three  years.  Perhaps  previously,  and  during  that 
time,  other  schools  were  established  in  other  parts  of 
tlie  town.  The  south  part  of  the  town  and  the  East 
Precinct  drew  their  proportion  of  money  from  the 
treasury,  and  appropriated  it  for  the  support  of  schools 
as  they   thought    proper.      Mr.   Isaac   Lincoln   was  a 
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teacher  of  the  school  in  the  north  part  of  the  town 
tor  a  lonj;  series  of  years.  He  died  April  10,  17G0, 
aged  tirty-aino.  From  the  foregoing  list  it  appears 
that  woll-oUucated  teachers  were  early  employed  in 
this  town  to  instruct  the  youth.  They  were  generally 
men  of  liberal  education. 

The  Hiufham  Public  Library  was  founded  in 
ISiJy  by  Hun.  Albert  Fearing,  and  has  since  been  in 
a  prosperous  condition.  The  present  officers  and 
trustees  are  as  follows  : 

A.  Lincoln,  president ;  Ilawkes  Fearins,  secretary  ; 
William  Fearing,  Fearing  Burr,  E.  W.  Burr,  Quiiicy 
Bickncll,  Henry  W.  Gushing.  F.  M.  Hersey,  Lincoln 
Fearing,  John  D.  Long,  Elijah  SImte,  J.  0.  Sanborn, 
J.  Wiiithrop  Sproul,  Ebed  L.  Ripley. 

Derby  Academy.' — Mrs.  Sarah  Derby,  whose 
maiden  name  wa;j  Langley,  was  a  poor  fisherman's 
daughter,  known  as  "  Ragged"  Sarah  Langley, — ig- 
norant, and  liardly  able  to  read  or  write;  but  having 
acquired  considerable  property  at  the  death  of  her 
first  husband,  Dr.  Ezckiel  Horsey,  she  determined  to 
found  a  school  where  the  poor  children  of  the  town 
might  obtain  the  blessings  of  an  education,  which  she 
herself  had  been  denied,  and  of  which  she  had  ever 
felt  the  want.  Accordingly,  by  a  deed  of  law  and 
release,  executed  Oct.  21,  1784,  she  conveyed  to  the 
persons  therein  named,  as  trustees,  a  piece  of  land 
and  buildings  thereon,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  maintenance  of  a  school  in  Hing- 
haui,  i'or  the  instruction  of  the  youth  in  such  arts,  lan- 
guages, and  sciences  as  were  mentioned  ;  this  bequest 
was  further  increased,  in  her  will,  by  the  remainder 
of  her  property,  amounting  to  considerable,  and  by 
a  grant  of  a  township  in  Maine  by  the  Legislature  of 
1803,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  school. 

The  school  was  incorporated  in  November,  178-4, 
and  called  after  its  founder,  Derby  School.  The 
name  Hersey  School  would  have  been  more  appro- 
priate. Among  the  first  trustees  were  many  promi- 
nent men  of  that  day, — Hon.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Dr. 
Ebenezer  Gay,  pastor  of  the  old  church  ;  Col.  John 
Thaxter,  secretary  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  June  19,  1797,  the 
Derby  School  was  erected  into  an  academy,  called 
Derby  Academy,  which  it  has  retained  to  the  present 
day. 

The  deed  and  will  of  Mrs.  Derby  contain  some 
curious  provision.s.  By  the  deed  the  school  was  re- 
quired to  be  maintained  for  the  instruction  of  such 
males  as  should  be  admitted  therein  '•  in  the  Latin, 
Greek,  English,  and   French   languages,  and    in   the 

>  By  Jumes  E.  Tbouoa. 


sciences  of  mathematics  and  geography ;"  and  such 
females  as  should  be  admitted  therein  "  in  the  English 
and  French  languages,  arithmetic,  and  the  art  of 
needlework  in  general."  The  trustees  were  required 
to  elect  a  preceptor  for  said  school,  skilled  in  the 
above  arts  and  sciences,  and  in  the  art  of  writing, 
also  a  sensible  and  discreet  woman,  skilled  in  the  art 
of  needlework,  to  instruct  the  females  therein. 

Special  provision  was  made  fur  the  admission  of 
pupils  intended  for  Harvard  College.  Tlieie  was  to 
be  no  charge  for  tuition,  but  each  pupil  was  rL'f[uirud 
to  furnish  a  "  proportional  share  of  firewood."  An 
annual  lecture  was  to  be  delivered  by  •'  some  able 
minister  of  the  gospel"  to  the  pupils,  "  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inculcating  such  principles  as  are  suited  to 
form  the  mind  to  virtue." 

In  the  codicil  of  the  will  there  is  a  provision  that 
if  the  trustees  should  neglect  at  any  time  for  the 
space  of  two  years  together  to  apply  the  income  of 
the  funds  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended, they  were  to  become  the  property  of  the 
president  and  fellows  of  Harvard  University,  to  be 
used  for  the  support  of  the  professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Physics.  Mrs.  Derby  also  directed  that  her  "  por- 
trait and  new  clock"  be  placed  in  the  school. 

Such  are  the  provisions  upon  which  the  academy 
was  founded,  and  which  are  complied  with,  as  far  as 
possible,  at  the  present  day.  The  present  building 
was  erected  in  1818,  and  the  old  clock  still  marks  the 
time  for  those  therein. 

The  first  preceptor  was  Abner  Lincoln,  Esq.,  ap- 
pointed by  Mrs.  Derby  herself,  a  man  of  excellent 
qualifications,  secretary  of  Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  His  successor  was  Rev. 
Andrews  Norton,  afterwards  professor  of  Sacred  Lit- 
erature at  Harvard  College.  Mr.  Increase  S.  Smith 
held  the  position  for  many  years, — prominent  in  anti- 
slavery  times,  a  man  of  ripe  scholarship,  and  one  of 
the  foremost  educators  of  his  time. 

During  all  this  period  the  reputation  of  the  acad- 
emy was  high.  To  it  flocked  pupils  from  every  State 
in  the  Union  and  from  the  West  Indies  and  South 
America.  It  has  sent,  and  continues  to  send,  many 
pupils  to  Harvard  and  other  colleges.  Many  prom- 
inent men  were  educated  there, —  Hon.  Charles  Sum- 
ner, Hon.  Solomon  Lincoln.  Several  of  the  Adams 
family  were  pupils  ut  different  times.  At  present  the 
academy  is  in  a  flourishiug  conditioti,  empluying  four 
teachers,  and  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  with  pupils. 
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CHAPTER     VI.'  seen,  and  the  future  was  shrouded   in   daikue.-,s  and 

doubt. 

IIINCHAM   IN  TUE   REBELLION,   lN(jl-U4.  ,       During  the  day  the   following  official  dispatch  was 

received  hy  telegraph  : 
HlNGllAM  responded  promptly  to  the  call  of  her  „  ^  ^j,  j^   ^^^^ 

imperiled  country,  and  on   the   16th  of  April,  1861,     "  I-i-TiiiiK  Stei.hknso.n,  Ju. 

four  days  after  the  attack   on   Fort  Sumter   occurred         "  Ci»pt.  Sprugue  is  Jischargad.    You  will  ropori,  in  Uu.nui, 
the  fira  movement  in   the  town   relating  to'  the  war.      "'"■  """  "'"='"""  ""'"'""''  ''^  ""'  '^"'''■ 
It  was  on  this  day  that  the  field  and  staff  officers  of  ""''"'■■'  ^'  ^"""'''■" 

the  various  regiments  of  the  M.  V.  M.  in  the  vicinity  '^'"^    ^'^"''**    ^°'^    stripes    waved     from    the     public 

of  Boston  met  in  council  at  the  Governor's  room  in  \  ^"'''^'"K^'  ^^d  uniformed  soldiers  were  hastening 
the  State-House,  and  the  situation  of  the  nation,  con-  ;  '"  ^"*^  ^^°  '°  bu.sy  preparation  for  their  departure, 
ditionof  the  military  of  the  State,  movement  of  troops,  ^^  "°^  o'clock  p.m.  of  Wednesday,  the  members 
etu.,  were  there  fully  discussed.  "'"^  volunteers  assembled  at  the  armory  at  Hingliara 

The  Lincoln  Lig-lit  Infantry.— On  the  dissolution  ^''°^'''''  ^^^'^  ''"^y  ""^  ""^^  ^y  ^e^-  Calvin  Lincoln, 
of  the  meeting,  Lieut.-Col.  Hawkes  Fearing,  of  the  ^"''^  ••"'^"^'uended  them  to  the  care  and  protection  of 
Fourth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  who  had  beeu'^'preseut  '^"^  *^°'^  °^  ^^^"  fathers  in  earnest  and  impressive 
and  taken  part  in  the  deliberations,  came  directly  to  P'^''-^^^  ^'  *0"r  o'clock  the  line  was  formed,  and  the 
Hiugliam,  and  caused  to  be  called  and  attended  a  ''"'"P"")''  <orty-two  in  number,  took  up  their  line  of 
meeting  of  the  Lincoln  Light  Infantry  at  the  armory  '.  "*"''*='''  P^issing  down  Main  Street,  attended  by  hun- 
iu  the  evening.  He  then  immediately  returned  to  ,'  '^''"'^^  '*''  °"*"'  ™o"^en,  and  children,  amid  the  ringing 
Boston,  and  reported  for  duty  at  head(|uarters.  Fan-  ■'  °^ '''^  church-bells,  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  from 
euil  Hall.  '  the  dwellings  as  they  passed,  and  cheered  by  the  fre- 

The  situation  was  critical,  and  the  needs  of  the  ''"''°'  ^"'^  hearty  huzzas  of  the  gathering  mukitude. 
moment  immediate  and  imperative.  The  call  for  aid  ^^  '''^^  halted  near  the  depot,  each  man  was  pre- 
was  the  call  of  the  country,  and  it  was  soon  apparent  '^"'^'^  "'''''  '^  wreath  of  flowers  by  the  scholars  of  the 
that  the  alternative  presented  was  but  a  simple  unit.  ^o''''>  School.  They  were  also  addres.sed  by  Col. 
It  was  a  claim  on  the  patriotism  of  the  company  that  i  ^liarles  W.  Seymour,  Rev.  E.  Porter  Dyer,  James  S. 
a  sense  of  honor  forbade  the  setting  aside.  They  ^■'^™''^'  ^^1-'  '-^^^  Mr.  Joel  B.  Seymour.  Rev.  Joseph 
were  bound  to  respond  to  the  summons,  and  a  vote  j  I^'^h'"dson  offered  in  their  behalf  a  fervent  and 
was  passed  accordingly.  affecting  prayer  ;   when,  stepping  on   board   the  wait- 

Tuesday  night  and   the  forenoon  of  the  following     '"^'  'rain,  prepared  to  meet  whatever  the  future  might 
day  was  the  only  time  allowed  for  the  arran^emeu't  '  '^•^*""'^'''   ''"^y    '"-"'^   ^^^   'own,    followed    by   the    tears, 
of  their  affairs,  the  completion  of  the  necessary  pre-     '-'''C'^''^'  '^"'^  benedictions  of  the  assembled  muliitude. 
parations,  and  the  taking  leave  of  their  friends.     The  '^''^  following  is  the  roll  of  the  regular  members 

captain  was  sick;  but  the  remaining  officers,  in  a  '  '^°'^  ''*^  volunteers  of  the  company  which  left  lling- 
spirit  of  the  most  genuine  patriotism,  came  promptly  ;  ''""^  Wednesday  afternoon,  April  17,  ISUl,  for  active 
forward  and  offered,  for  the  extremities  of  the  hour,  '^"'^''  '"  response  to  the  call  of  the  President  of  the 
any  service  which  might  be  required  at  their   hands,      '^""'-''l  S""^'*'*  '■ 

Witii  a  young  family  relying  on  him  for  support  and                UEUULAK  MEMUEU.S  OF  THE  t'OMI'.^NV. 
counsel,  the  situation  of  Lieut.  Stephenson  in  accept-  ^'"1''-  Luther  Stephanaon,  Jr Ilin.'liu.i 

ing  the  command  thus  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  im-      l;::[;  Su^hli^i^^^Sirj;::;;:;:::::::::::::;    ^ 

posed  was  one  of  peculiar    trial.      Between   the   ties  S«rj;t.  I'otcr  N.  S|jraguc 

..  I  •     1      1  1    .1  ,    .  ......  Surgt.  Josliuii  Morse 

ot  kindred   and   the  claims  ol  aftectiou  on   the  one  Corp.  Usury  .*te,.hensou 

hand,   and   the   call   of   the  country   for  support   on  Corp.  Lymua  15.  WhUuu •• 

•'  ci^v^.i.    yju  tiler  buumel  liroiisiloii •• 

the  other,  he  and  his  band  of  noble  men,  with   true  Private  Ueorgo  W.  Bibby 

patriotism,  decided  to  do  battle  for  freedom  and  their        "    Henr''y"'.  E"vel".l;:.'.v::::;:;;::;:;:i    ." 

native  land.    As  they  went  from  home,  their  destina-  '        ^**''  •^*=D«''8on 

»•  I     11  I  1  .  ..      .  '  '*  Josiah  M.  Lane *• 

tion  was  wholly   unknown,   the  time  of  absence  un-  •'        George  K.  lleej 

certain,  the  nature  of  their  service  could  not  be  fore-  "        l*«=nJ:'"'iD  S.  .Souther 

Jauiea  S.  oturtevuut " 

^  "         William  S.  Whiton 

'  Condensed  from    •  llinghau,  in  the  Civil  War,"  a  work  pre-  "  p""T''  ^,- ^'''"y Weymouih. 

by  Fearing  Hurr  audi. eoige  Lincoln.  ..         Daniel  W.  Lincoln 
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Votuuteent. 

IVivate  Gcorgu  iM.  Adams llinghuiii. 

•'         Churlca  II.  Bu^auU 

**         Anilrow  J.  Chirke " 

'*         .luhn  CVeawclI  ** 

'*         Kergua  A.  Eastou '* 

•'         John   W.  EldriUge " 

Ijeorge  A.  Cjiuvor " 

*'  Juincs  M.  Ha:;kell " 

**  George  E.  Iluiiiiilii'ey " 

John  y.  Jacob ■' 

"  Henjaniin  I^.  Jonc:* " 

"  Geor;;e   Miller '* 

William  T.  Nelson " 

Ebciiezcr  F.  ituberta *' 

**         .John  S.  Souther " 

'•  W^illiam  J.  Stoekwell '• 

"         A  Ivan  Tower *' 

Isaac  U.  AValterd *' 

George  Wolfo '• 

•'  Elijah  Prouty Weymouth. 

**         Theodore  Kayuioiid " 

AliVc.l  W.  Stoddard MarshBeld. 

Bo.stou  was  not  reached  till  late  in  the  afternoon. 
The  Fourth  Regiment,  to  which  the  company  was 
attached,  assembled  at  Funeuil  Hall,  but  had  marched 
to  the  State-House,  where  the  Lincoln  Light  Infantry 
joined  it.  Equipments,  articles  of  clothing,  and  camp 
necessities,  including  provisions,  had  been  distributed 
among  the  troops  earlier  in  the  day  ;  but,  in  the  hurry 
and  excitement  of  the  hour,  these  articles  of  comfort 
were  not  fully  shared  by  the  Hingham  soldiers. 

A  brief  address  was  made  by  Governor  Andrew ; 
after  which,  amid  universal  cheers,  the  Fourth  and 
Sixth  Regiments  took  up  their  line  of  rapid  march. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  volunteers  who  left 
Hingham  May  IS,  18C1,  to  join  Company  I,  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment,  then  stationed  at  Fortress  Monroe : 

Henry  F.  IMnney Hinglium. 

Jame:i  )>.  Itryaut " 

John  W.  Burr " 

'I'liotiiaa  A.Carver " 

.Silas  H.  Cobb *• 

Charles  Corbett •' 

Jerry  J.  t'oreoran " 

Isaac  M.  L>ow '* 

Levi  II.  Dow '■ 

(jeorge  Dunbar *' 

George  W.  Fearing '* 

Henry  C.  French ** 

Alberts.  Ilayncs " 

Edwin  Ilersey ** 

William  H.Jacob 

William  II.  Junes " 

Alfred  A.  Lincoln ** 

Daniel  S.  Lincoln ** 

AVilliani  H.  Marston 

Jacob  Ourish " 

Albert  L.  Peirce " 

Charles  H.  F.  Stodder " 

Demerick  Stodder 

W'illiam  Taylor '* 

Charles  11.  Dauiuu West  Scituate. 

George  C.  Dwelly Hanover. 

Hosea  Dwelly '* 

Francis  W.  Eversun Weymouth. 

Charles  A.  Gardner West  Scituate. 

Henry  C.  Gardner **  '* 

John  0.  Gardner "  " 

Herbert  Graves '*  '* 

AVilliam   U.  Harlow Hanover. 

E.  A.  Jacob West  Scituate. 

John  II.  Prouty "  " 

William  Prouty,  Jr "  " 

Alphcua  Thomas South       " 


The  Lincoln  Light  Infantry  was  organized  Oct.  19, 
1854.  The  first  preliminary  meeting  was  held  Oc- 
tober 14th,  and  on  the  28th  of  the  month  the  com- 
pany adopted  the  title  of  "  Lincoln,"  in  honor  of 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  a  major-general  in  the  army  of  the 
Revolution,  and  a  native  of  Hingham. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1855,  pursuant  to  u  warrant 
from  his  Excellency,  Henry  J.  Gardner,  Governor  of 
the  State  and  commander-in-chief,  the  members  met 
for  the  election  of  officers,  and  Hawkes  Fearing,  Jr., 
was  chosen  captain. 

The  first  parade  was  made  July  4,  1855.  Aug. 
18,  1860,  Joseph  T.  Sprague  was  elected  captain,  vice 
Hawkes  Fearing,  Jr.,  promoted  lieutenant-colonel 
Fourth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M. 

April  17,  1861,  the  company  with  forty-two  men, 
in  command  of  Lieut.  Luther  Stephenson,  Jr.,  left 
Hingham  for  three  months'  active  service  at  Fortress 
Monroe  and  vicinity. 

April  19,  1861,  Lieut.  Stephenson  w;i3  cho.sen  cap- 
j  tain,  vice  Capt.  Joseph  T.  Sprague. 
I       April  23,  18G1,  the  company  was  mustered  into 
1  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  three  months,  to 
I  date  from  April  IG,  1861. 

May   18,  1861,  thirty-seven  additional  volunteers 
I  left  Hingham  to  join  the  company,  and  the  number 
I  was  increased  to  seventy-nine  men. 
,       Mustered  out  of  service  July  22d,  and  returned  to 
J  Hingham  July  24,  1861. 

Feb.  17,  1862,  Joshua  Morse  was  elected  captain, 
I  vice  Luther  Stephenson,  Jr.,  honorably  discharged. 
:       May  26, 1862,  the  company,  then  numbering  forty- 
I  two  men,  was  ordered  to  report  at  once  on  the  Com- 
1  mon  at  Boston  for  active  service,  on  account  of  the 
I  rumored  defeat  of  Gen.  Banks  and  the  Union  army. 
May  28,  1862,  returned  to  Hingham,  the  services 
I  of  the  company  not  being  required. 
'■       June  23,  1862,  Peter  N.  Sprague  was  elected  cap- 
I  tain,  vice  Capt.   Joshua  Morse,  resigned  ;  and  on  the 
29th  of  September  following   the  company  was  dis- 
banded and  the  officers  honorably  discharged. 

April  19,  1861. — A  meeting  of  the  citizens  was 
held  at  the  town  hall  for  the  purpose  of  devising 
measures  for  the  relief  of  such  families  of  members 
of  the  Lincoln  Light  Infantry  as  might  need  assist- 
ance during  the  absence  of  the  company.  The  meet- 
ing was  called  to  order  by  Capt.  John  Stephenson, 
who  stated  that,  in  consequence  of  the  sudden  de- 
parture of  the  Lincoln  Light  Infantry  for  Fortress 
Monroe,  a  number  of  families  in  town  were  left  with- 
out their  usual  means  of  support,  and  in  closing  he 
gave  the  number  of  persons  that  would  probably  need 
assistance  for  the  next  three  months. 
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Culeb  Gill  wus  choseo  chuIimuD  of  tlie  meetiag, 
and  Henry  C.  Hardinn;  secretary. 

Remarks  appropriate  to  the  occasion  were  tlien 
made  by  Revs.  Calvin  Lincoiu,  E.  Poiter  Dyer,  and 
Jonathan  Tilson,  and  also  by  Luther  Stephen.son, 
Capt.  Jairus  B.  Lincoln,  Isaac  Barnes,  Bcla  T. 
Spraj;ue,  Elijah  Whiton,  Robert  W.  Lincoln,  and 
others.  Subsequently  a  subscription  was  suggested, 
and  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  those  present  a  com- 
mittee, consiating  of  Messrs.  John  Todd,  John  Ste- 
phenson, and  Jo.seph  Jacob,  was  chosen  to  carry  the 
same  into  effect.  A  paper  was  immediately  circulated 
in  the  hall,  from  M-hich  was  realized  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  dollars.  The  meeting  was  large  and  very 
enthusiastic. 

Siindoj/,  p.ji.,  April  28. — A  large  number  of  ladies 
met  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  Lincoln  Building,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  clothing  to  be  sent  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Lincoln  Light  Infantry  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. Mrs.  Solomon  Lincoln  acted  as  principal  super- 
intendent of  the  work,  and  under  her  direction  itwiis 
completed  in  time  for  shipment  by  steamer  "  Cam- 
bridge." The  labor  of  pressing  and  finishing  was 
performed  by  Messrs.  Lincoln  Burr,  John  J.  Corbett, 
John  Todd,  and  Loring  Jacob,  who  gratuitously 
proffered  their  valuable  services  for  the  occasion. 

During  the  war  the  ladies  of  the  various  sewing- 
circles  held  frequent  meetings  in  the  different  sections 
of  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  comfortable 
raiment  for  our  men  in  tlie  service.  These  meetings 
were  generally  held  at  Loring,  Torrent,  Niagara, 
Union,  Constitution,  and  Liberty  Halls.  But  there 
were  also  other  gatherings  for  this  purpose  at  the 
residences  of  mothers,  sisters,  daughters,  and  I'riends 
who  were  unable  to  leave  their  homes,  and  thus  the 
good  work  found  willing  hands  and  patriotic  hearts 
among  the  daugliters  as  well  as  the  sons  of  Hingham. 

April  30. — At  a  town-meeting,  Charles  W.  Cush- 
ing,  E.-q.,  in  the  chair,  it  w;is 

"  Vultil,  That  the  town  appropriate  six  thousand 
dollars  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  such  supplies  as 
may  be  wanted  by  the  families  of  those  who  have 
been,  or  may  be,  called  into  the  service  of  their 
country,  and  that  the  money  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  a  committee  of  six,  consisting  of  John 
Todd,  David  Cain,  John  Stephenson,  Demerick  Mar- 
ble, Josejih  Jacob,  and  Albert  Whiting."  Should 
more  troops  be  called  from  thia  town,  the  committee 
were  instructed  to  furnish  them  with  clothing  and 
other  necessaries. 

t/«/y  10,  18G1. — .\  citizens'  meeting  was  held  for 
the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  the  reception 
of  the  Lincoln  Light   Infantry  on    their   return  from 


the  seat  of  war.  Col.  Charles  \V.  Seymour  was 
chosen  moderator,  and  Henry  E.  Hersey,  Esq.,  sec- 
retary. Addresses  by  Melzar  W.  Clark,  John  Cu.ih- 
ing,  James  S.  Lewis,  Esq.,  Luther  Stephenson,  CcjI. 
Seymour,  and  others  were  made,  and  the  fullouing 
committee  was  chosen  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  their  reception  : 

John  Todd,  John  Stephenson,  Joseph  Jacob,  Wil- 
liam Fearing  (2d),  David  Cain,  E.  Waiters  Burr, 
Elijah  L.  Whiton,  Daniel  Bassctt,  David  Leavitt, 
Demerick  JMarble,  Abner  L.  Leavitt,  John  K.  Cor- 
thell,  John  Gushing,  David  Gushing,  Jr.,  E.  Liaiker 
Whitcomb,  Charles  W.  Seymour,  Henry  E.  Iler^ey, 
Joseph  B  Thaxter,  Jr.,  Thomas  F.  Wliiioii,  and 
Albert  Whiting. 

The  marshals  appointed  were  Albert  Whiting,  Seth 
C.  Dunbar,  Joseph  Jacob,  Jr.,  Ezra  Wilder,  George 
Gushing  (2d),  Solomon  Lincoln,  Jr.,  Henry  C.  Hard- 
ing, Charles  Spring,  William  C.  Lincoln,  George 
Lincoln,  Jr.,  John  D.  Gates,  Robert  W.  Lincoln, 
Charles  W.  Gushing,  Erastus  Whiton,  Hiram  Gard- 
ner, Ezra  T.  C.  Stephenson,  Joseph  H.  French, 
George  H.  French,  Albert  E.  Thayer,  Joseph  A. 
Newhall,  Benjamin  Thomas,  and  Enos  Loring. 

Aids,  Daniel  Bassett,  David  Gushing,  Jr.,  John 
K.  Corthell,  Edwin  Wilder  (2d),  and  Thomas  Ste- 
phenson. 

tfu/i/  18. — At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements it  was  decided  to  provide  a  collation  at 
the  town  hall,  and  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  chosen  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  viz. :  Mrs. 
Albert  Whiting,  Mrs.  John  Gushing,  Mrs.  E.  Barker 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  B.  S.  Hersey,  Miss  Elizabeth  L. 
Gushing,  Mrs.  Lucy  Sturtevant,  Mrs.  David  11.  Her- 
sey, Mrs.  William  Thomas,  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Liavitt, 
Mrs.  John  S.  Souther,  Mrs.  E.  Waters  Burr,  Mins 
Sally  Thaxter,  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Newhall,  Mrs.  Walton 
V.  Meade,  Miss  Sarah  L.  Marsh,  David  Leavitt,  David 
Gushing,  Jr.,  Daniel  Bassett,  Abner  L.  Leavitt,  and 
Thomas  F.  Whiton. 

Nov.  15,  18G1. — At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Hingham,  in  town-meeting  assembled.  Col.  Charles 
W.  Seymour  in  the  cliair,  it  was 

"  Voted,  That  the  sum  of  three  thuusand  dollars  be 
raised  in  aid  of  the  families  of  volunteer.-),  and  that 
the  .selectmen  be  authorized  to  apply  the  same  as  their 
judgment  shall  dictate." 

March  3,  18G2. — At  a  town-meeting,  the  com- 
mittee previously  chosen  to  direct  the  expenditures  of 
money  appropriated  for  aid  to  tiie  families  of  volun- 
teers, and  for  furnishing  clothing  and  other  necessaries 
to  volunteers  whicli  might  be  called  into  service  at  a 
future    time,   reported    that  they   had    expended    for 
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Cooipaoj  I,  Fourth  Regiment  M.  V.  M.  (the  Lincoln 
Light  Infantry),  for  uniforms,  untlerclotiiiDg,  caps, 
shoes,  &c.,  $1331.27,  and  to  volunteers  in  other 
companies  S18.50. 

Juli/  5,  18G2. — At  a  town-meeting  held  this  day, 
at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  Capt.  John  Stephenson,  modera- 
tor, it  was 

"  Voted,  To  raise  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  pay- 
ment of  State  aid  to  the  families  of  volunteers  enlisted 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  one  thousand 
dollars  as  town  aid  to  volunteers  and  their  families, 
the  same  to  be  appropriated  under  the  direction  of 
the  selectmen." 

July  11. — A  large  and  enthusiastic  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Hingham  was  held  this  Friday  evening,  at 
the  town  hall,  in  response  to  the  call  of  the  select- 
men, to  take  action  in  reference  to  furnishing  the 
town's  quota  of  recruits,  as  called  for  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief The  following  officers  were  chosen, 
viz. :  President,  Luther  Stephenson  ;  Vice-Presidents, 
Edward  Cazneau,  Caleb  S.  Hunt,  Demerick  Marble, 
James  S.  Lewis,  Crocker  Wilder,  and  Seth  Sprague. 

Charles  N.  Marsh  was  chosen  secretary,  but  not 
being  present,  Henry  C.  Harding  was  chosen  secre- 
tary pro  tem. 

Animating  and  encouraging  addresses  were  made 
by  the  presiding  officer  and  other  gentlemen,  urging 
enlistments,  and  recommending  that  a  liberal  bounty 
be  paid  by  the  town  to  volunteers,  and  offering  to 
contribute  generously,  if  need  be,  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  a  draft. 

Voted,  Unanimously,  to  recommend  to  the  town 
that  an  appropriation  be  made  sufficient  to  pay  a 
bounty  of  sevcuty-five  dollars  to  each  person  who  may 
volunteer  to  make  up  the  quota  of  men  required  of 
this  town.     It  was  also 

Voted,  That  a  committee  of  twelve  be  chosen  to 
co-operate  with  the  selectmen  in  procuring  enlist- 
ments, and  the  following  persons  were  chosen,  viz. : 
Rev.  Jonathan  Tilson,  Rev.  J.  L.  Hatch,  Edward 
Caznuau,  Seth  Sprague,  Demerick  Marble,  Albert 
Whiting.  Charles  Sprague,  Ezra  Wilder,  Elijah  L. 
Whitou,  George  Hersey,  Jr.,  Andrew  W.  Gardner, 
Abner  L.  Beal,  E.  Barker  Whitcomb,  Edmund  Her- 
sey, Thomas  Fee,  and  John  Stephenson. 

July  15. — Agreeably  to  a  call  issued  by  the  com- 
mittee chosen  July  11,  the  citizens  met  at  the  town 
hall  to  consider  the  great  and  important  question  of 
the  day,  the  call  for  volunteers. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Col.  Cazneau, 
and  organized  by  the  choice  of  the  following  officers, 
viz. :   President,  Hon.  Solomon   Lincoln  ;   Vice-Presi- 
dents, Jairua  B.  Lincoln,  George  P.  Hayward,  Charles 
U9 


Siders,  J.  Sturgis  Nye,  William  Wliiton,  Isaac  Barnes, 
Robert  W.  Lincoln,  Joseph  B.  Thaxter,  Jr.,  James 
S.  Lewis,  Joseph  Ripley,  Alfred  Loring,  George  M. 
Soule,  Luther  Stephenson,  Crocker  Wilder,  Charles 
W.  Seymour,  John  Lincoln,  James  L.  Gardner,  An- 
son Nickerson,  Orr  F.  Jerald,  and  Elijah  Wliiton; 
Secretaries,  Charles  N.  Marsh  and  Henry  C.  Hard- 
ing. 

The  president,  upon  taking  the  chair,  stated  the 
object  of  the  meeting,  and  urged  upon  all  present  the 
duty  of  responding  promptly  to  the  necessities  and 
demands  of  the  present  crisis.  He  then  called  upon 
Revs.  Calvin  Lincoln,  J.  L.  Hatch,  Daniol  Bowen, 
John  E.  Davenport,  E.  Porter  Dyer,  and  Jonathan 
Tilson,  who  responded  in  short,  patriotic,  and  perti- 
nent addresses.  E.  S.  Torbey,  of  Boston,  being 
present,  was  also  called  upon,  and  although  not  a  cit- 
izen of  Hingham,  he  offered  to  contribute,  if  necessity 
required,  towards  furnishing  the  means  to  induce 
young  men  to  enlist. 

On  motion  of  George  Hersey,  Jr.,  it  was 

Voted,  To  recommend  to  the  town  that  a  bounty 
of  one  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to  each  volunteer. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

July  19. — At  a  town-meeting,  held  this  Saturday 
evening,  Col.  Cazneau  was  chosen  moderator. 

Voted,  To  pay  volunteers  who  may  be  accepted 
and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  number  of  fifty-one, — that  being  the  quota  of 
this  town, — a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  each  ; 
and  the  town  treasurer  was  authorized  to  hire  money 
for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

The  citizens'  meeting,  adjourned  from  Tuesday 
evening  last,  was  held  immediately  after  the  town- 
meeting.  Col.  Cazneau  made  the  opening  remarks; 
and  in  the  absence  of  Hon.  Solomon  Lincoln,  the 
president,  Luther  Stephenson  was  called  to  the  chair. 
Brief  addresses  were  made  by  Caleb  Gill,  Caleb  T. 
Bassett,  Rev.  Mr.  Davenport,  George  Hersey,  Jr., 
Caleb  Stodder,  John  Cushing,  and  the  presiding 
officer.  Several  young  men  then  came  forward  and 
signed  the  enlistment  papers.  On  motion  of  Col. 
Cazueau,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same 
place  the  Tuesday  following. 

July  22. — An  adjourned  war-meeting  was  held  at 
the  town  hall  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  volunteers. 
Luther  Stephenson  presided.  Col.  Cazneau  spoke  of 
the  sccviccs  rendered  by  Capts.  Stephenson  and 
Humphrey,  of  Lieuts.  French,  Wliiton,  and  IJouvi?, 
and  also  referred  to  the  noble  young  men  who  liud 
gone  from  this  town  as  privates  and  in  other  cupaci- 
ties.  Revs.  Messrs.  Hatch,  Tilson,  DuVLiipurt,  and 
Dyer  followed.     The  meeliug  was  further  addressed 


1090 


HISTORY  OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


by  Capt.  Jolin  Stephcuson,  Molzar  W.  Clurk,  and 
Capt.  Peter  N.  Spiague. 

Ou  motiou  of  Col.  Cazneau,  Capt.  John  Stephen- 
son and  Peter  Heisey,  Jr.,  were  chosen  to  noiuiuate 
a  coaimittee  of  ladies,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  call 
the  next  meeting  at  sut-h  time  and  place  us  they  may 
decide  upon,  with  authority  to  procure  speakers, 
music,  and  whatever  else  may  be  wanted  to  insure  a 
grand  gathering.  The  ladies  chosen  upon  this  coiu- 
mittoe  were  Mrs.  Jairus  B.  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
TiLiou,  Mrs.  E.  Porter  Dyer,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Hatch,  Mrs. 
Alfred  Loring,  Mrs.  Job  S.  Whiton,  Mrs.  Charles 
W.  Gushing,  Mrs.  John  Lincoln,  Mrs.  David  K. 
Hersoy,  Mrs.  Alfred  A.  Rouel,  and  Mrs.  John  E. 
Davenport.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  meet  at 
the  call  of  the  committee  of  ladies. 

Aiiff.  G,  18G2. — A  meeting  appointed  by  the  ladies 
of  Hinghaui,  to  encourage  the  enli.stmeut  of  volun- 
teers to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town,  was  held  at  the 
town  hall.     It  was  largely  attended. 

Capt.  Jairus  B.  Lincoln  called  the  meeting  to 
order,  and  read  the  names  of  the  persons  selected  for 
president,  vice-presidents,  and  secretaries. 

Luther  Stephenson,  having  been  mentioned  as 
president,  took  the  chair.  After  a  few  complimentary 
words  to  the  ladies,  he  called  upon  llev.  E.  Porter 
Dyer,  who  responded  in  his  usual  happy  manner. 
Mr.  Southworth,  of  Scituate,  followed. 

Edward  S.  Tobey,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  also  gave  an 
earnest  and  forcible  address. 

Rev.  E.  Porter  Dyer  then  read  an  original  poem. 
Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln  and  others  followed  ;  after  which 
several  recruits  came  forward  and  signed  the  enlist- 
ment papers.  The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to 
the  next  evening. 

Any.  1. — At  a  citizens'  meeting  held  in  the  town 
hall  it  was  "  Voted,  To  recommend  the  Town  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  bounty  to  volunteers  from  one 
hundred  to  two  hundred  dollars." 

Aug.  11. — At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  it  was 
"  VoUd  to  reciuest  the  selectmen  to  ofi'er  a  bounty  of 
one  hundred  dollars  to  all  volunteers  who  will  enlist 
upon  the  second  call,  the  same  being  for  nine  months' 
service."  This  meeting  was  enlivened  by  the  fine 
performances  of  the  Weymouth  Band,  who  volun- 
teered their  services  for  the  occasion. 

Aug.  15. — At  a  town-meeting,  Luther  Stephensou 
being  moderator,  it  was 

"  VoU'd,  To  give  one  hundred  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  sum  already  authorized  to  be  paid  to  volun- 
teers for  three  years,  for  the  first  quota." 

Aug.  27. — A  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held  to 
aid  in  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  for  nine  months. 


Addresses  were  made  by  several  individuals  present ; 
and  it  was  "  Voted,  To  recommend  the  Town  to  pay 
fifty  dollars  additional  bounty,"  thereby  raising  the 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  nine 
months'  men. 

Aug.  29 — A  town-meeting  was  held  this  evening, 
to  fix  upon  the  amount  of  bounty  to  be  ofl'ered  lor 
recruits  who  will  volunteer  upon  the  quota  of  Iling- 
ham  for  nine  months. 

Crocker  Wilder,  Esq.,  was  cliosen  moderator,  and 
it  was"  Voted,  To  add  fifty  dollars  to  the  one  hundred 
recommended  at  the  meeting  held  on  the  15th  in.st.," 
making,  in  all,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  lor  each  volunteer  upon  the  second  quota. 

A  citizens"  war-meeting  was  held  immediately  after 
the  town-meetiug  last  mentioned.  Luther  Stephen- 
son occupied  the  chair,  and  Henry  C.  Harding  acted 
as  secretary. 

After  vocal  music  by  the  Whitcomb  Family,  Rev. 
Mr.  Round,  of  Boston,  was  introduced,  and  being 
himself  a  recruit,  waa  able  to  enforce  his  eloquence 
by  saying  to  the  young  men  about  him,  Coute ! 
Rev.  Mr.  Hinckley,  Messrs.  George  Hersey,  Jr.,  and 
Caleb  T.  Bassett  followed.  Rev.  E.  l^rter  Dyer, 
being  the  next  speaker,  took  the  opportunity  to  in- 
troduce Mr.  E.  Waters  Burr,  who  made  a  brief  but 
highly  patriotic  speech,  and  in  closing  he  generously 
pledged  himself  to  give  ten  dollars  each  to  the  ten 
men  who  would  first  come  forward  and  enlist.  3Ir. 
George  P.  Hayward  also  offered  to  pay  the  family  of 
the  first  married  man  who  would  enlist,  if  he  should 
be  accepted,  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars  the  first  moutli, 
and  eleven  dollars  for  each  of  the  suhse(|uent  eif,'lit 
mouths.  Another  gentleman  would  give  five  dollars 
each  to  the  first  five  men  wiio  would  enlist  that 
uight.  These  generous  offers  were  received  with 
hearty  and  prolonged  applause,  and  several  names 
were  added  to  the  list  of  recruits. 

Aug.'i\. — News  of  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
uud  of  the  immediate  need  of  hospital  supplies  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  having  reached  town  by  tele- 
graph this  Sunday  morning,  the  u.sual  afternoon  ser- 
vice at  the  churches  was  generally  omitted,  in  order 
that  the  ladies  of  the  different  societies  might  devote 
their  time  either  to  making  ho.-.pital  garments  or  in 
preparing  bandages,  lint,  etc.,  for  the  wounded 
soldiers. 

The  next  day  (Monday)  several  packages,  contain- 
ing the  necessary  articles  for  the  wounded,  were  sent 
to  the  Sanitary  Rooms  in  Boston  by  the  ladies  of 
Hingham,  to  be  forwarded  to  Washington. 

Sept.  8,  1862. — A  very  full  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens was  held  at  the  town  hull  this  Monday  evening. 
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Col.  Cazneau,  chairmau  of  the  Board  of  Selectiuon, 
presided.  After  the  openiug  remarks,  Capt.  Rouuds, 
of  Boston,  was  introduced.  Rev.  Mr.  Hatch  fol- 
lowed. Edward  S.  Tobey,  Esq.,  then  eloquently  ap- 
pealed to  the  young  men  to  come  forward  and  enroll 
their  names. 

Luther  Stephenson,  Quincy  Bicknell,  and  Col.  Sey- 
mour made  earnest  and  stirring  addresses,  after  which 
the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

Sept.  12,  1862. — An  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
citizens  was  held  at  the  town  hall,  with  Col.  Cazneau 
in  the  chair,  and  Israel  Whitcomb  as  secretary. 

The  following  persons  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
canvass  their  respective  districts  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  signatures  of  exempts  from  military 
duty,  and  organizing  the  same  into  a  company  or 
companies,  viz. :  Joseph  Jacob  and  Seth  Sprague  in 
the  south  school  district;  John  Stephenson  and  John 
Leavitt  in  the  middle  district;  John  Todd  and  Elijah 
L.  Whiton  in  the  north  district;  Quincy  Bicknell, 
Caleb  Gill,  and  Edward  Cazneau  in  the  west  district. 
Appropriate  addresses  were  made  by  Col.  Cazneau, 
Quincy  Bicknell,  Caleb  Gill,  Luther  Stephenson,  Rev. 
E.  Porter  Dyer,  Col.  Seymour,  and  others. 

Subsequently  two  companies  of  Home  Guards, 
numbering  in  all  about  one  hundred  men,  paraded  as 
a  battalion  the  22d  of  October,  and  after  marching 
through  the  principal  streets  of  the  town,  partook  of 
ii  collation  at  Loring  Hall.  Rev.  Joseph  Richardson, 
the  .senior  pastor  of  the  First  Parish,  and  others,  ad- 
dressed the  assembly.  A  second  parade  occurred  on 
the  ^  afternoon  of  the  annual  election,  November 
4th. 

Dec.  2,  18G2. — At  a  town-meeting  held  this  even- 
ing, Quincy  Bicknell,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  it  was 

"  Voted,  To  authorize  the  selectmen,  should  they 
deem  it  expedient,  to  increase  the  bounty  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  dollars,  for  volunteers  to  fill  up  the  quota  of 
the  town. 

"  \'<jted,  That  the  use  of  the  Centre  school-house 
of  the  west  district  be  granted  to  the  '  Home  Guard' 
for  drill  purposes,  subject  to  tUe  regulation  and  con- 
trol of  the  school  committee." 

iMarch  0,  1863. — A  town-meeting  was  held,  with 
Col.  Charles  W.  Seymour  as  modcrutor. 

"  Vuled,  That  the  sum  of  80000  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  selectmen  for  the  payment  of  State 
iiid  to  the  families  of  volunteers,  if  needed. 

"  Voted,  That  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  be 
raised  by  taxation  as  town  aid  to  the  families  of  vol- 
unteers, if  needed,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  selectmen." 


Aprils,  1863. — Town-meeting:  Caleb  Gill,  Esq., 
moderator. 

"  Voted,  That  the  town  treasurer  be  authorized, 
under  the  direction  of  the  selectmen,  to  hire  sucli 
sums  of  money  as  may  be  required  to  carry  into 
etfect  the  first  and  second  sections  of  chapter  seventy- 
nine  of  the  acta  of  the  General  Court  for  1 863,  re- 
lating to  the  paying  of  State  aid  to  the  raiuilies  of 
deceased  and  disabled  volunteers." 

Aug.  14,  1863. — At  a  town-meeting  held  this 
evening,  James  S.  Lewis,  Esq.,  moderator,  it  was 
"  Voted,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for 
State  and  town  aid  be  raised  by  the  town,  and  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  under  the  direction  of  the 
selectmen,  for  the  aid  of  the  wives,  children,  parents, 
brothers,  and  sisters  of  those  inhabitants  of  the  town 
who  may  be  drafted  into  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  serve  therein,  under  the  law  passed  by 
Congress,  entitled  '  An  Act  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  National  Forces,  and  for  other  Purposes,'  approved 
March  3,  1863,  provided  no  more  than  two  hundred 
dollars  shall  be  paid  to  or  for  any  one  per.sou  in  addi- 
tion to  State  aid. 

"  Voted,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  hire 
the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  carry  the  above 
vote  into  eflFect,  under  the  direction  of  the  selectmen, 
should  they  deem  it  necessary." 

Nov.  3,  1863. — Town-meeting.  The  subject  of 
allowing  to  David  H.  Champlin  the  aid  granted  to 
drafted  men,  according  to  a  vote  of  the  town,  Aug. 
14,  1863,  was  referred  to  a  committee  consiating  uf 
Samuel  L.  Fearing,  John  Todd,  and  Mclzar  \V.  Clark, 
to  report  thereon  at  future  meeting. 

Dec.  7,  1863. — At  a  war-meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Hingham,  held  at  the  town  hall  this  Monday  even- 
ing, Jijdward  Cazneau  was  chosen  president,  and 
Charles  N.  Marsh,  secretary. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln, 
Rev.  Joshua  Young,  Luther  Stephenson,  Col.  Charles 
W.  Seymour,  and  the  chairman. 

Dec.  11. — An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Hingiiam  was  held  this  Friday  evening,  to  aid  in  filling 
up  the  quota  of  the  town.  Col.  Cazneau  presided, 
and  Charles  N.  Marsh  officiated  as  secretary.  Ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Col.  Seymour,  Rev.  E.  Porter 
Dyer,  Messrs.  Benjamin  Thomas,  Luther  Stephen.sou, 
Caleb  T.  Bassett,  and  Revs.  Messrs.  Lincoln  and 
Hatch. 

The  secretary  then  re.'id  a  communication  from 
Rev.  Joshua  Young,  which,  among  other  good  things, 
contained  a  sentiment  relating  to  "  Our  Armies,"  and 
one  also  to  "  Old  Hingham." 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  Governor 
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Andrew,  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to  be  present  and 
address  the  meeting : 

"Boston,  Dec.  1,  1863. 
"Edward  C.iZXEAU,  Esy.,  CUairman  u/ SeUctiiieii,  Ilinyham. 

"  fft^tir  Sir, — In  reply  to  yours  of  November  28th,  I  eun  only 
say  that  it  is  impossible  I'or  ine  to  attend  tbe  meeting  at  liing- 
haui  on  Mond.iy,  December  Tth,  as  you  request,  althougli  I 
need  not  assure  you  wh.at  j)leasure  it  would  give  me  to  meet 
my  friends  and  ueiglibors,  or  to  aid  in  tbe  labor  of  recruiting 
there,  if  it  were  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

"  Very  respectfully  your  friend  and  servant, 
"  John  a.  Asdrkw,  Govei-noi'  o/  Maaaachunetti." 

This  meeting  was  enlivened  by  the  excellent  per- 
foiuiauces  of  the  Weymouth  Band.  On  motion  of 
Capt.  John  Stephenson,  a  rallying  committee  was 
chosen  to  aid  the  selectmen  in  obtaining  recruits. 
The  names  of  the  committee  were  as  follows  :  Crocker 
Wilder,  Amasu  Whiting,  Alfred  Loriug,  Ezra  ^Vilder, 
John  Cushing,  Andrew  W.  Dunbar,  John  Stephenson, 
David  Loavitt,  John  K.  Corthell,  Fearing  Burr,  Jr., 
J.  Sturgis  Nye,  Ezra  Stephenson,  George  Hersey,  Jr., 
Joseph  Ripley,  Joseph  B.  Thaxter,  Jr.,  Charles  W. 
Seymour,  Benjamin  Thomas,  William  J.  Nelson, 
Isaac  Barnes,  and  Israel  Whitcomb.  \ 

Dec.  14. — At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  liable  to  i 
draft,  George  Hersey,  Jr.,  was  chosen  chairman,  and  , 
Israel  Whitcomb,  secretary.  i 

"  Vulcd,  That  a  subscription   paper   be  circulated 
among  those  persons  present  who  are  liable  to  a  draft,  ' 
to  ascertain   the  amount  of  money  that  can  be  raised 
towards  securing  recruits  for  the  quota  of  Hingham  1 
under  the  last  call  of  the  President  of  the  United  [ 
States.  ' 

"  Vuted,  To  choose  a  committee  of  twelve  to  solicit 
subscriptions  from  persons  who  are  liable  to  draft,  and 
not  present  at  this  meeting.  Tbe  committee  chosen 
were  as  follows :  Amasa  Whiting,  George  Dunbar, 
and  William  Cushing,  of  the  South  Ward ;  Henry 
Stephenson,  Henry  Merritt,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  T. 
Sprague,  of  the  Middle  Ward ;  Charles  N.  Mursh, 
Samuel  M.  Beal,  and  Isaac  Gardner,  of  the  North 
Ward;  and  Edmund  Hersey  (2d),  William  F.  Har- 
den, and  Isaac  W.  Our,  of  the  west  district  of  the 
North  Ward. 

'■  Vuted,  To  choose  a  committee  of  twenty-five  to 
solicit  subscriptions  from  tlie  community  at  large  for 
the  pur()ose  of  filling  the  quota  of  H Ingham,  under 
the  call  of  tlie  President  of  the  United  States,  dated 
Oct.  17,  18G3."  The  persons  chosen  upon  this 
committee  were  Amasa  Whiting,  Albert  B.  Lor- 
ing,  Alfred  Loring,  William  C.  Wilder,  Ezra  Wil- 
der, E.  Barker  Whitcomb,  Samuel  Lincoln,  Israel 
Whitcomb,  Joseph  T.  Sprague,  Charles  B.  Boyd, 
David    Leuvitt,   John    Stephenson,   John    B.   Lewis, 


I  Samuel  L.  Beal,  J.  Sturgis  Nye,  William  J.  Nelson, 
Henry  C.  Harding,  Andrew  J.  Gardner,  George 
'  Hersey,  Jr.,  Gridley  P.  Hersey,  George  Lincoln, 
i  Jr.,  Henry  Stephenson,  Joseph  Ripley,  Caleb  S. 
j  Hersey,  and  George  Tilden. 

David  Cushing,  Jr.,  was   added  to  the  committee- 
at-large  to  solicit  subscriptions  from  Hingham  persons 
;  who  were  residing  in  Boston. 

Adjourned  to  meet  the  next  evening. 
I>ec.  15. — At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  liable  to 
draft,  held   this   evening,   Col.  Seymour   was   chosen 
treasurer. 
I       "   Voted,  That  the  whole  matter  of  recruiting  for 
;  the  quota  of  the  town  be  recommitted  to  the   former 
!  committee  of  twenty,  chosen  by  the  citizens  of  Hlng- 
:  ham." 

Dec.  80. — A  meeting  of  tlie  citizens  of  Hingham 
I  liable  to  draft,  and  of  others  interested  in  filling  the 
I  quota  of  the  town,  was  held  this  evening.  Crocker 
,  Wilder,  Esq.,  was  chosen  chairman,  and  Israel  Wliit- 
!  comb,  secretary. 

I  Col.  Seymour,  treasurer,  reported  that  he  had 
received  from  the  soliciting  committee  the  sum  of 
$4685,  and  had  paid  to  persons  for  recruiting  pur- 
poses 81391.34,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$3293.66. 

"  Voted,  To  hold  a  war-meeting  at  this  place  to- 
morrow afternoon,  commencing  at  two  o'clock,  and 
that  the  citizens  be  remembered  to  close  their  places 
of  business  at  twelve  o'clock  ;  also  to  cause  the  bells 
on  the  meeting-houses  to  be  rung  half  an  liour  before 
the  meeting. 

"  Voted,  That  all  citizens  present  be  requested  to 
act  as  a.  rallying  committee  to  persuade  persons  who 
are  liable  to  draft  to  attend  the  meeting  to-morrow 
afternoon."      Adjourned. 

Dec.  31. — A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Hingham 
was  held  this  Thursday  afternoon,  with  Crocker 
Wilder,  Esq.,  as  chairman,  and  Israel  Whitcomb, 
secretary.  After  passing  several  unimportant  votes, 
it  was  adjourned  to  tpeet  at  seven  o'clock  p.m. 

At  the  evening  meeting  Luther  Stephenson  was 
cliosen  to  preside  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wilder. 
Eloquent  remarks  were  made  by  the  chairman,  by 
Revs.  E.  Porter  Dyer,  and  J.  L.  Hatch,  Col.  Sey- 
mour, Isaac  Barnes,  and  others.  Subse<iueiiily  It 
was  "  voted,  to  dissolve,  with  three  cheers  fur  the 
Union." 

Feb.  12,  1864. — At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Hingham,  held  at  the  town  hall  this  Friday  evening, 
Crocker  Wilder,  Esq.,  was  chosen  chairman,  and 
Israel  Whitcomb,  secretary. 

Col.  Seymour,  treasurer  of  the  Citizens'  Recruiting 
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Committee,  presented  his  final  report,  which  was  read 
and  accepted. 

SUUUARY    OP    THE    RePOBT. 

Received  of  the  Snlicitiiiij  Commjltee,  $6093.50. 

Of  this  amount,  una  peraoD  gave $250.00  $250.00 

**                one  person  guve 150.00  150.00 

"                five  persons  gave 100.00  500.UO 

"                one  person  guve 60.00  60.00 

"                ten  persons  gave 50.00  500.00 

"                three  persons  gave 40.00  12ii.uu 

"                 two  persona  gave 30.00  60.00 

"                furty-two  persons  gave 25.00  105U.UO 

*•  twenty-one  persons  gave...  20.00  4211.00 

"  twenty-five  persons  gave...  15.00  375.00 

**                 one  person  gave 13.00  13,00 

*'  one    hundred    and    thirty- 
two  persons  gave 10.00  1320.00 

"                three  persons  gave 3.00  24.00 

*'                one  person  gave 7.00  7.00 

"  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  persons  gave 5.00  1105.00 

"  twenty-Hve  persons  gave...  3.00  75.00 

"                one  person  gave 2.50  2.50 

"  twenty-seven  persons  gave  2.00  54.00 

"                eight  persons  gave 1.00  S.OO 

Total $6093.50 

This  amount  does  not  include  any  portion  of  the  two 
thousand  dollars  previously  offered  by  Hon.  Albert 
Fearina,  or  of  the  generous  gift  of  five  hundred  dollars 
by  Edward  S.  Tobey,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  Neitiier  does 
it  take  in  the  proceeds  of  any  fair  or  entertainmeut, 
or  of  the  several  collections  taken  up  at  war-meetings 
prior  to  the  appointment  of  the  Citizens'  Recruiting 
Committee. 

The  credit  side  of  the  report  shows  in  detail  the 
amount  paid  for  thirty-eight  new  recruits,  and  for 
twenty-six  veterans  who  re-enlisted  upon  the  quota  of 
Hingham,  with  the  necessary  expenses  of  recruiting 
the  same. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Monday  evening, 
15tli  inst. 

Feb.  15. — An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  citizens 
liable  to  draft,  and  of  others  interested  in  filling  the 
([uota  of  the  town,  was  held  at  the  town  hall.  Col. 
Seymour  gave  some  additional  information  relating 
to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Citizens'  Re- 
cruiting Committee  ;  after  which  the  thanks  of  tlie 
meeting  were  presented  to  the  Committee  of  Twenty 
for  their  services  in  filling  the  quota  of  the  town'under 
the  call  of  Oct.  17,  ISUS. 

"  Voted,  To  choose  a  recruiting  committee  of  seven, 
and  the  following  persons  were  appointed,  viz. :  Israel 
Whitcomb,  David  Leavitt,  Edmund  Hersey  (2d), 
Elijiih  Shute,  Jason  W.  Whitney,  William  Fearing 
(2d),  and  Charles  N.  Marsh. 

"  Voted,  To  choose  u  soliciting  committee  of  thirty 
to  canvass  the  town  for  subscriptions  to  aid  in  secur- 
ing recruits  for  the  quota  of  Hingham  under  the  call 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  Feb.  1, 
18G4." 


March  7,  1864. — At  the  annual  town-meeting, 
James  S.  Lewis,  Esq.,  moderator,  it  was 

"  Voted,  That  eight  hundred  dollars  of  the  money 
raised  for  town  expenses  be  appropriated,  under  the 
direction  of  the  selectmen,  for  town  aid  to  the  fami- 
lies of  volunteers. 

"  Voted,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  hire 
eight  thousand  dollars  for  paying  State  aid,  under  the 
direction  of  the  selectmen. 

"  Voted,  To  accept  the  minority  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  allowing 
David  H.  Champlin  the  aid  granted  to  drafted  men." 
The  report  recommends  that  he  receive  the  same 
benefits  granted  to  drafted  men. 

"  Voted,  To  choose  a  committee  consisting  of  Seth 
Sprague,  Demerick  Marble,  George  Hersey,  Jr., 
James  S.  Lewis,  and  Caleb  Gill,  to  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  recruiting  officer,  agreeably  to  order  No.  32, 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"  Voted,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  hire 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  recruiting  in  anticipation  of  premiums  for 
volunteers  enlisted  under  said  order"  (32). 

April  11,  18tI4. — At  a  town-meeting  held  this 
Monday  afternoon,  James  S.  Lewis,  Esq.,  in  the 
chair,  it  was 

"  Voted,  That  the  town  refund  the  money  contrib- 
uted by  individuals,  and  applied  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  its  proportion  of  the  quota  of  volunteers  in 
the  military  service  called  for  from  the  Commonwealth, 
under  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
dated  Oct.  17,  1863,  and  Feb.  1,  18G4,  so  far  as  it 
can  be  done  legally,  and  that  no  part  of  said  money 
shall  be  refunded  before  the  first  day  of  August  next. 

"  Voted,  To  raise  eight  thousand  dollars  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  above  vote  into  effect,  pro- 
vided such  amount  shall  be  required. 

"  Voted,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized,  with  the 
advice  of  the  selectmen,  to  hire  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  town's  pro- 
portion of  the  quota  of  volunteers  as  may  be  called 
for  from  the  Commonwealth,  uuder  any  order  or  call 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  issued  after 
the  first  day  of  March,  1864,  provided  such  sum  shall 
not  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  to  each 
volunteer  obtained  under  such  call  or  order." 

As  an  expression  of  the  citizens  of  this  town,  it 
was 

"  Voted,  That  the  selectmen  be  authorized  to  take 
action  in  procuring  and  interring  the  bodies  of  officers 
and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  town  that  may  here- 
after die  in  the  service. 

"  Voted,  That  the  selectmen  be  requested  to  petition 
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the  Legislature  that  authority  be  granted  to  raise 
money  for  defrayina;  tlie  expenses  of  obtaining  and 
interring  the  bodies  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  be- 
lonj^ing  to  this  town  as  may  die  in  the  service  during 
the  rebelliou." 

Jane  17. — Omitting  several  citizens'  meetings 
which  were  unimportant  in  their  results,  an  adjourned 
war-meeting  was  held  this  evening. 

"  Voted,  That  the  enrolled  men  of  this  town  be 
requested  to  pay  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  each,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  a  sufficient  number  of  recruits 
to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town  in  anticipation  of  a  call 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  three  hun- 
dred thousand  men. 

"  Voted,  To  appoint  a  committee  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions from  persons  liable  to  draft  and  from  citi- 
zens generally.  The  committee  were  also  to  take  into 
consideration  the  correcting  of  the  enrollment  by  re- 
porting all  cases  of  permanent  disability,  &c." 

The  following  persons  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
solicit  subscriptions,  viz. : 

Xinth  Ward. — Andrew  J.  Gardner,  Isaac  Gardner, 
Elijah  D.  Tildeu,  Albert  E.  Thayer,  Thomas  J.  Her- 
sey,  Edmund  Herscy  (2d),  and  George  Lincoln,  Jr. 

Middle  ir(n(/. — Demerick  Marble,  Elisha  Burr, 
Joseph  T.  Sprague,  George  Bailey,  Loring  Jacob, 
Do  Witt  C.  Bates,  and  Reuben  H.  Corthell. 

South  Ward. —  Elpalet  L.  Gushing,  William  Cu.sh- 
ing,  Joshua  D.  Turner,  William  C.  Wilder,  Elijah 
Shute,  Edmund  Hobart,  Edwin  Tower,  and  Joseph 
H.  Wilder. 

Jalj  30. — A  meeting  of  the  citizens  liable  to  draft 
was  held  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  to 
fill  the  quota  of  the  town  under  the  last  call.  By 
vote  of  those  present  De  Witt  C.  Bates  was  chosen 
to  solicit  subscriptions. 

Aug.  8,  18G4. — At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  liabie 
to  drul't,  and  others  interested  in  filling  the  quota,  a 
subscription  paper  was  circulated  from  which  was 
realized  upwards  of  one  thousand  dollars.  Several 
gentlemen  present  expressed  their  intention  of  pro- 
curing substitutes,  and  it  was  voted  to  allow  all  such 
persons  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  from 
the  recruiting  fund.  Up  to  this  time  the  committee 
appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  reported  that  they 
succeeded  in  raising  between  five  and  six  thousand 
dollars  towards  obtaining  recruits. 

Any.  13. — A  citizens'  meeting  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  home  recruits  for  coast  defense 
for  one  year's  service. 

Ati(j.  20. — An  adjourned  meeting  of  those  liable 
to  draft,  and  of  all  others  interested  in  filling  the 
quota  of  the   town,  was   held   this  evening.     It   was 


announced  as  "  the  last  meeting  (unless  more  encour- 
agement be  given)  that  will  be  held  before  the  draft." 
A  statement  was  made  showing  the  number  of  men 
required  to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town.  To  meet  this 
demand,  a  deposit  had  been  made  with  the  State  to 
secure  a  proportion  of  the  number  required.  Eight 
substitutes,  also,  had  recently  been  furnished  by  per- 
sons who  were  liable  to  be  drafted,  and  fifteen  or  mure 
credits  were  expected  from  enlistments  in  the  navy. 

Dec.  29,  18ti4. — In  accordance  with  an  act  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  concerning  the  militia,  ap- 
proved May  14,  18(54,  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Hinghain  liable  to  military  duty  was  held  at  the  town 
hall  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  company  and  chous- 
ing a  captain.  Henry  Jones  was  unanimously  elected 
to  the  office,  but  the  act  was  shortly  al'terwards  sus- 
pended, and  the  company  never  met  for  parade  or 
military  drill.  Capt.  Jones  was  well  qualified  fur  the 
honor  conferred  upon  him,  having  seen  three  years  of 
active  service  at  the  front  with  the  Eighteenth  Regi- 
ment, Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac. 

March  6,  1865. — At  the  annual  town-meeting, 
James  S.  Lewis,  Esq.,  moderator,  it  was  voted  that 
the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  hire  nine  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  approbation  of  the  selectmen,  for  the 
payment  of  State  aid,  and  that  eight  hundred  dollars 
of  the  amount  raised  for  town  expenses  be  approiiii- 
ated,  under  the  direction  of  the  selectmen,  for  town 
aid. 

The  town  trea-surer,  with  the  advice  of  the  select- 
men, was  also  authorized  to  hire  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  for  procuring  the  town's  proportion  of  volun- 
teers called  for  from  the  commonwealth,  or  under  any 
call  or  order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
issued  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1SG5,  provided 
such  sum  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  to  each  recruit  obtained  under  such  call 
or  order. 

"  Voted,  That  one  thousand  dollars  of  the  money 
raised  for  town  expenses  be  appropriated  for  recruit- 
ing purposes  if  necessary." 

Military  Hecord. — The  following  is  a  list  of 
soldiers : 

Fifth  Re.jinieiil. 
Robert  Cuabing.  Revere  Lincolo. 

Fortij-»ec(tnd  Reijimeiit. 
Lieut.  Joseph  M.  Thomas.  Corp.  George  Dunbiir. 

Lieut.  Fergus  Anzio  E;i5too.         JoUu  Heury  titoJiier. 

Sixtieth  lieijimeiit. 
Andrew  Wallace  (Jardner. 

One  Hundred  £)uj/n'  Men. 
Robert  Cuahing.  Revere  Lincoln. 

George  Dunbar.  Jotin  11.  Stodder. 
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Fergus  A.  En:iton. 
Andrew  W.  Gurdner. 


Joseph  M.  Tbumuii. 


Fourth  Regimeut, 
Corp.  TiUon  Fuller.  Caleb  Beal  Murah. 

Fi/lh  RetjimeiU. 
Sergt.  Jatrua  LiDcoln,  Jr. 

Sixth  Rtgiment. 

George  Sutith, 
Forty-third  Retjimfut. 


Col.  John  C.  Whiton. 
Sergt.  Dexter  Grose. 
Corp.  George  AV.  Fearing. 
Luring  Ilersey  t'ushing. 
Isaiio  Francis  Goodwin. 
llollid  Her:sey. 
Peter  Loring. 


Daniel  McKenna. 
Samuel  Gushing  Souther. 
Thomas  Souther. 
Charles  Tower. 
William  Wateris  Sprague. 
Robert  M.  Commings. 
Frederick  W.  Cotton. 


Forty -fourth  Recjimeitt 


John  Albert  Reed. 
Ezra  T.  C.  Stephenson. 
William  Loriog  Stephen- 
son. 


Alvin  Blanchard,  Jr. 

James  Lewis  Hunt  (2d). 

William  Jones. 

Levi  Keneraon. 

John  Ilenry  Litcb6eld,  Jr. 

Forty-fifth   Refjimeiit. 

Robert  Burnside.  John  R.  Mayhew. 

Ernst  F.  Eicbborn.  Daniel  W.  Peodergast. 

Edwin  G.  Evans.  James  Souther. 

Jacob  A.  Ewoil.  Arcemae  Sprague. 

Francis  Ilersey.  Edward  Trabbitts. 

Henry  0.  Little.  Herbert  J.  Tulley. 

William  Lowry,  Jr.  Baoiul  J.  Walts. 
Josiuh  Lane  Marsh. 

Fiftieth   Regiments 
Charles  H.  Brown. 

Eleventh  Light  Battery. 
Joseph  M.  Thomas. 

Nine   Montha'    Men. 


Alvin  Blanchard,  Jr. 
Charles  H.  Brown. 
Robert  Burnside. 
Ernest  F.  Eichborn. 
Edwin  G.  Evans. 
Jacob  A.  Ewell. 
George  W.  Fearing. 
Tilson  Fuller. 
Isaac  F.  Goodwin. 
Dexter  Grose. 
Francis  Hersey. 
Hullia  Heriicy. 
James  L.  Hunt  (2d). 
William  Jones. 
Levi  Kenerson. 
JairuB  Lincoln,  Jr. 
John  H.  Litchfield,  Jr. 
Hciiry  0.  Little. 
Pt'tur  Loring. 
William  Lowry. 
Caleb  B.  Marsh. 
Frederick  W.  Cotton. 


Robert  M.  Cummings. 
Loring  H.  Gushing. 
Josiab  L.  Marsh. 
John  R.  Mayhew, 
Duniel  McKenna. 
Daniel  W.  Pendergast. 
John  A.  Reed. 
George  Smith. 
James  Souther, 
Samuel  G.  Souther. 
Thomas  Souther. 
Artemiis  Sprague, 
William  W,  Sprague. 
Ezra  T.  C.  SlepheusoQ. 
William  L.  Stephenson. 
Joseph  M.  Tliomas. 
Charles  Tower. 
Edward  Trabbits. 
Herbert  J.  Tulley. 
Daniel  AValls,  Jr. 
John  G.  Whiton. 


Sijrty'Jiriit  Regiment. 
James  W.  Gray,  John  H.  Hayes, 

John  E.  Wilson.  Joseph  H.  Hilton. 

William  H.  Allen,  William  Hilton. 


Thomas  S.  Brtgham. 
AVakefield  Carver. 
James  Daley, 
John  R.  Donaven. 
George  G.  Dunham. 
Michael  Franey. 


Patrick  J.  Kellcy. 
Jauiee  McNaiiiaru. 
George  W.  U.  Putnam, 
George  L.  Rich. 
John  A,  Watson. 


Sixty-tecond    Regiment, 
Andrew  Wallace  Gardner. 

Fourth  Regiment  Htavy  ArtHltry. 


James  Madison  Cleverly. 
John  A.  Farringtou. 
George  Jacob  Feuring. 
William  Mnijon  Gilman. 
Henry  Hart. 
Charles  Helms. 


Micha'el  Limdurf. 
Michael  Roach. 
Charles  Sliute. 
Mclzar  Vinal. 
Ilenry  II.  Vogell. 
Joseph  N.  Walls, 


Miscellaneoas  Assignments. — The  following  were 
enrolled  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  assiirned  to 
three-year  regiments  whose  term  of  service  had  not 
expired,  viz. : 

Sergei»ntii. 
William    M.  Carter,   age  23,  enrolled    in  Co.  H,   Fifty-eighth 

Regiment,    M.  V.  I.,  Aug.  18,  1S64.     Mustered  out  July 

14,  18rt5. 
Owen  Murphy,  age  28,  enrolled  in  Co.  G,  Seventeenth  Regiment, 

M.  V.  I.,  Sept,  20,  1864.     Service  terminated  June  au,  1865, 

order  W.  D.,  in  Go.  H. 

Prioateti* 

William  Garter,  age  43,  enrolled  in  Go.  G,  First  Regiment  Heavy 
Artillery,  M.  V.,  Sept,  28,  1864.  Mustered  out  May  3, 
1865. 

Francis  Mayhew,  age  18,  enrolled  in  Co.  A,  Third  Regiment 
Heavy  Artillery,  M.  V.,  Sept.  10,  1364.  Mustered  out 
June  14,  1865. 

George  Peacock,  age  20,  enrolled  in  Co.  A,  Third  Regiment 
Heavy  Artillery,  M.  V.,  Sept.  28,  1864.  Mustered  out 
June  14,  18G5. 

Duvid  Pettingell,  age  35.  Enrolled  in  Go.  C,  Seventeenth  Reg- 
iment, M.  V.  I.,  Sept.  24,  1801.  Service  terminattd  June 
30,  1865,  order  W.D.,  in  Co.  B. 

Philip  Sullivan,  age  22.  Enrolled  in  Co.  G,  Scven*ei:nth  Reg- 
iment, M.  V.  I.,  September  23,  1864.  Service  tcrniinaled 
June  30,  1865,  order  W.  D.,  in  Co  B. 

Aaron  D.  Swan,  age  40.  Enrolled  in  Go.  M,  Tliird  Regiment 
Heavy  Artillery,  M.  V.,  Aug.  27, 1804.  Muatertd  out  June 
17,  1865. 

One    Year  Men. 


William  H.  Allen. 
Thomas  S.  Brigham. 
William  Garter. 
William  M.  Carter. 
Waketiold  Carver. 
James  M.  Cleverly. 
James  Daley. 
John  R.  Donaven. 
George  C.  Dunham. 
John  A.  Farrington. 
George  J.  Fearing. 
Michael  Franey. 
Andrew  AV.  Gardner. 
William  M.  Gilman. 
James  W.  Gray. 
Henry  Hart. 


Williaui  Hilton. 
Patrick  .1.  Iveilcy. 
Michael  LaniUrs. 
Francis  Ma>  hew. 
Jumos  McNamara. 
Owen  Murphy. 
George  Peacock. 
David  Pettingell. 
George  W.  R.  Putnam. 
George  L.  Rich. 
Michael  Roach. 
Charles  Shuic. 
Philip  Sullivan. 
Aaron  D.  Swuu. 
Mclzar  Vinal. 
Henry  B.  Vugell. 


1U96 


HISTORY   OF    PLYMOUTH   COUNTY. 


Julin  II.  liaye^. 
Clmrie:i  Helms. 
Joseph  II.  Hilton. 


Joseph  N.  Walla. 
John  A.  WaUOD. 
John  E.  WiUoD. 


First  Regiment  Infantry. — The  First  Regiment, 
Col.  liobert  Cowdin,  was  uiustered  into  the  service 
of  the  Uuitod  States  on  the  15th  of  Juue,  ISGl. 
Immediately  on  the  call  for  volunteers  for  a  service  of 
three  years,  Col.  Cowdin  visited  Washington,  and  ten- 
dered himself  and  regiment  for  that  period;  and  this 
is  understood  to  be  the  first  regiment  in  the  United 
States,  armed  and  equipped,  which  was  so  tendered. 

It  left  the  State  on  the  day  of  muster,  and  on  the 
17th  marched  through  the  streets  of  Baltimore, — the 
first  Massachusetts  regiment  which  had  passed 
through  these  streets  to  the  seat  of  war  since  the 
massacre  of  the  19th  of  April,  as  it  was  also  the  first 
three  years*  volunteer  regiment  that  reached  the  city 
of  Washington. 

After  an  active  career,  and  leaving  a  noble  record 
of  bravery,  it  was  mustered  out  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  enlistment,  May  25,  186-4. 

It  took  part  in  the  following  engagements,  viz. : 
Bull  Run,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Glendale,  and 
other  battles  on  tlie  Peninsula,  Kettle  Hun,  Second 
Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  Frederick.'^burg,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gett^'sburg,  Locust  Grove,  Wilderness,  and 
Spottsylvania.  Of  natives  or  residents  of  Hingham, 
the  Massachusetts  First  included  the  following: 


John  William  Gardner. 
Ijeorge  P.  Kilburn. 
Joseph  M.  Poule. 


Liuut.  Klijab  13.  Gill,  Jr. 
Waii;im  II.  Bcul. 
John  W.  Cbossmun. 
Tbouiiia  Tiualey. 

Second  Hefjiment. 
Uaae  B.  DamoD.  Ebenezor  Flint  Roberts. 

William  Dunbar,  Jr. 

Xinth  Regiment, 
Corp.  Jobn  Joyce  Breen. 

MJUveiith  Jiet/iment. 

Capt.  Kdvviii  Humphrey.  Natbnntel  Gill. 

Si:rgt.  Jamts  J.  Hualcy. 
Luuiuc-1  S.  Blackiuan. 
Duniel  Horace  Burr. 
Jiiuies  S.  Dudtin. 


William  Todil  Barnes. 
Cbarled  II.  Mar:ih. 
William  Cornelius  Miller. 


Utiauui'jiied  litvruitti, 
William  Burtcs.  Cbarles  KicharUson. 

Ticel/th  Reijiment. 

Capt.  Alexander  Ilitchborn.  James  Fitzj;erald. 

George  Gardner.  Jacob  Gardner,  Jr. 

Julin  U.  BlacUmaa.  Samuel  Spencer. 

Labun  F.  Cusbing.  Henry  Swears. 

Jame:i  D.  Dunbar.  Francis  Tbomas. 
Jobn  J.  Edmonds. 

Thirteenth  Rtijiincnt. 
William  Wallace  Sprague.  George  W.  Stodder. 


Fourteenth  Ufjiment. 
William  Carter,  Anton  Ta|ip. 

Fi/leeiith  Reyiment, 
John  E.  Morse. 


Sixttenlh  Regiment. 


Dennis  Meagher. 
Don  Pedro  Wilson. 


Michael  Fee. 
Cbarles  W.  Blossom. 


Seventeenth  Regiment. 
Sergt.  Owen  Murphy.  Philip  Sullivan. 

David  Pettingell. 

Ei'jhttenth  Regiment. 

Col.  Thomas  Weston.  William  Henry  Jones. 

Maj.  Benj.  F.  Meservey.  Samuel  Thaxter  Mcars. 

Henry  Jones.  Wm.  Wesley  Robinson. 

Scrgt.  William  H.  Jonea,  Jr.  Jeremiah  Spencer. 

Corp.  Nelson  Francis  Cortbcll.  Geurgc  E.  Smith. 

Thomas  Churchill.  Edward  L.  Tracy. 

James  M.  Downer.  Robert  Tults. 
Jobn  Q.  Jacob. 

Nineteenth  Regiment. 
Samuel  Bronsdon,  James  McKay, 

Twentieth  Regiment. 
Edward  0.  Graves.  John  E.  Mor?e. 

Daniel  Daley.  Alvin  Tower. 

George  Gramburg. 

Tioenlif-Jiftit  Regiment. 
George  A.  Grover.  Andrew  Jacob. 

Ticenty-aecoitd  Regiment. 
Charles  F.  Alger.  William  Kimball  Gould. 

John  B.  Crease.  Sewcil  Pugslcy. 

William  B.  Cushing. 

Twentij-third  Regiment. 
Sergt.  George  E.  Humphrey.         Andrew  Jackson  Clark. 
Corp,  Edward  C.  Blossom. 


Samuel  M.  Linculu. 


Twenty -foHfth   Regiment. 

George  L.  Gardner,  James  Bouth. 

John  Ware  Lincoln.  Justin  A.  Carver, 

Albert  F.  Barnes.  Thomas  Cunwuy. 
William  Henry  Beal. 

Tioenty-aixth    Regiment, 

Corp.  Charlea  Bolster.  John  O'Brien. 


Edwin  Barr. 


Nolson  T.  Wood. 


Twentg-tighth   Rtgiment. 
Petor  Ready. 

Twenty-ninth  Regiment. 
Brig. -Gen.  J.  H.  Barnes.  Edward  C.  Blossom. 

Lieut.  Waldo  F.  Corbctt.  Robert  Grace. 

Sergt.  Caleb  H.  Beal,  George  Thomas. 

Corp.  John  Manix. 

Thirtieth  Regiment. 
Sergt.  Jacob  Ourisli.  William  J,  Stockwell. 

Corp.  Joseph  C.  Burr.  John  Sullivan, 

John  Brown. 

Thirty-JirHt  Regiment. 
Lieut.  John  G.  Dawes. 
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Thii'lif-aeeoH 
Gen.  L.  Stephenson,  Jr. 
Maj.  Kdward  T.  liouvc. 
Muj.  LyuiiLD  B.  WhiCoD. 
Ca.pt.  George  K.  Rued. 
Lieut.  Georj^o  W.  Bibby. 
Lieut.  N.  French,  Jr. 
Lieut.  Aiuus  P.  lluMen. 
Lieut.  George  M.  iluiison. 
Sergt.  Thos.  D.  Blossom. 
LeuuarJ  E.  Buker. 
Tltoiniis  A.  Ciirver. 
Churka  Corbctt. 
Johu  W.  Eiarcd-e. 
Henry  S.  Ewer. 
Jatues  M.  ILi^kell. 
James  McCiuty. 
Charles  S.  Meiul. 
Peter  Ouri:^h. 
John  Parry. 
Isaac  G.  Waters. 
Nathaniel  Wilder  (2d). 
John  C.  Cbudbouin. 
Silas  Henry  Cobb. 
Jacob  G.  Cusbing. 
Thcophilus  Cusliiug,  Jr. 
William  L.  Dawes. 
John  C.  Eldredge. 
Thomas  L.  French. 
Harvey  M.  Pratt- 
Edgar  P.  Stodder. 
Washington  I.  Stodder. 
Suuincr  A.  Trask. 
Edwin  Horsey. 
Charles  H.  F.  Stodder. 
Ephruim  Anderson. 
Otis  Lincoln  Battles. 
Daniel  Lettvitt  Beul. 
Labao  0.  Beal. 
\Villiam  Breeue. 
Henry  F.  Bioney. 
Patrick  Calhihan. 
Iciiabod  W.  Chandler. 
Moses  R.  Churchill. 
Kufus  Churchill. 


li  Hetjiineiit, 

Gustavus  P.  Corthell. 
William  Fardy. 
George  French,  Jr. 
Henry  Gardner. 
Stephen  P.  Gould. 
William  K.  Gould. 
Warren  Hutch,  Jr. 
Samuel  J.  HuudensoD. 
John  Q.  Hersey. 
William  H.  Hersey. 
William  Hersey,  Jr. 
Sylvanus  H.  Higgins. 
Wallace  Humphrey. 
Joshua  Jacob,  Jr. 
Frank  Jermyn. 
Gardner  Jones. 
Morallus  Lane. 
Alfred  G.  Lincoln. 
Meltiah  Loring. 
Frank  Harloy  Miller. 
Paul  McNeil. 
Henry  G.  Morse. 
Hiram  Newoomb. 
John  M.  Nolan. 
Nathaniel  B.  Peare. 
George  M.  Prouty. 
James  B.  Prouty. 
Thomas  Rati'erty,  Jr. 
Foster  Remington. 
William  F.  Riley. 
John  EllcbOD  Soell. 
John  Sprague  Souther. 
Dcmcrick  Stodder. 
Franklin  A.  Stodder. 
Horace  L.  Studley. 
William  Taylor. 
William  H.  Thomas. 
Charles  E.  Wilder. 
Ezra  Wilder,  Jr. 
Georgo  Wilder. 
Joshua  Wilder. 
Horatio  P.  Willard. 
George  Adam  Wolic. 


Tkirty-fi/ih  Jieyiment. 
Lieut.  Oliver  Burrill.  David  W.  Cushing. 

Sergt.  George  M.  Adams.  William  Dunbar,  Jr. 

Caleb  lladley  Beat. 

Thirty-eiyhth  Heyhnent. 
Capt.  James  A.  Wade.  Thomas  Hervey. 

Lieut.  Louis  T.  Cazaire.  Joshua  Roueh. 

Sergt.  Billings  Merritt.  Cushman  Rounds. 

Henry  Brown.  Peter  \l.  Royal. 

Cyrus  W.  Chose. 

Thii'ty-ninth  Jieyitneitt. 


Lieut.  Thad.  Churchill. 
Lieut.  John  H.  Prouty. 
Sergt.  John  W.  Bailey. 
Sergt.  Henry  C.  French. 
Sergt.  AVilliani  H.  Jacob. 
Corp.  Charles  C.  ButJey. 
Corp.  BeDJ.  C.  Lincoln. 
Corp.  Henry  Felt  Miller. 


Corp.  Charles  C.  Young. 
Charles  Eugene  Bates. 
Timothy  B.  Chapman. 
Eleazer  Chubbuck. 
James  T.  Churchill. 
John  Creswell. 
Andrew  J.  Damon. 
Charles  E.  French. 


George  D.  Gardner, 

Alvin  R.  Glines. 
Albert  S.  Haynes. 
Albert  Hersey. 
George  Loring  Hersey. 
Henry  Foster  Horsey. 
Charles  Leroy. 
John  S.  Neal. 
Levi  Crowell  Newcomb. 
Charles  Henry  Poole. 
Benjamin  W.  Prouty. 

For  tie 
Jeremiah  J.  Corcoran. 


Elijah  Prouty. 
Isaac  Prouty. 
William  Prouty,  Jr. 
Joseph  Simmons. 
Edward  A.  F.  Spear. 
Thomas  Sprague. 
Seth  Mellen  Sprague. 
Alonzo  G.  Stockwell. 
Charles  U.  Tisdale. 
Franklin  Jacob  Torrey. 
Albert  Wilder. 
th  Reyimtrnt. 

Ensign  Lincoln. 


Fifty -fuurth  Reyiment. 
Corp.  David  U.  Champlin.  Louis  Legard  Simpson. 

Fi/ty-jifth  Reyiment, 
Lieut.  Alphonso  Marsh.  John  T.  Talbot. 

Lieut.  Peter  N.  Sprugue. 

Fi/ty-»ixth  Reyiincut. 
Corp.  George  Bailey.  George  A.  Clapp. 

Fi/ty-aeienth  Rtyiment. 
Mua,  Edw.O.  Graves.  John  Welsh. 

Fifty -eighth   Retjimtut. 
Col.  John  C.  Whiton.  AVilliam  C.  Torrey. 

Sergt.  Wm.  M.  Carter.  James  L.  Litehhcld. 

John  McDonald. 

Fifty-ninth    Reyiment. 
Corp.  Alfred  Tyler.  Anton  Tnpp. 

Mus.  Kd.  0.  Graves. 

Third  Regiuient  Heavy  Artillery. 
Maj.  Lyman  Barnes  Whiton. 

First  Reyimvnt  Heavy  Artillery. 


Corp.  W.  A.  Cushing. 
Capt.  Edwin  Thomas. 
Lieut.  Edwin  F.  Tirrell. 
Sergt.  Francis  K.  Meade. 
Corp.  Franz  Burhenne. 
Corp,  Isaiah  W.  Loring. 
William  Carter. 
John  B.  Batcholder. 
Jonathan  B.  Aukerman. 
Fielder  Sotting,  Jr. 
George  A.  Chubbuck. 


Joshua  Crosby,  Jr. 
Francis  Mayhew. 
Daniel  H.  Miller. 
Levi  Hanscom  Dow. 
Joseph  Heury  Noyes. 
George  Peacock. 
George  E.  Richardson. 
Joseph  Rollins. 
Charles  Edward  Spurr. 
Aaron  D.  Swan. 
Henry  Whitmun. 


First  Battery  Liyht  Artillery. 

James  Russell  French. 
Third  Battery  Liyht  Artillery. 

George  Franklin  Tower. 

Tenth  Battery  Liyht  Artillery. 

Hosea  Orcutt  Barnes. 

Men  in  HegimentM  of  Artillery  and  in  Butlerien. 


Jonathan  B.  Ackerman. 
Hosea  0.  Barnes. 
John  B.  Batchelder. 
Fielder  Bolting,  Jr. 
Frunz  Burhenne. 
William  Carter. 
Qtiorgo  A.  Chubbuck. 
Joshua  Crotby,  Jr. 


Webster  A.  Cushing. 
Levi  H.  Dow: 
James  R.  French. 
Isuiah  W.  Loring. 
Francis  Mayhew. 
Francis  K.  Meade. 
Daniel  H.  Miller. 
Joseph  11.  Noyes. 
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George  Peacock. 
(Jeorge  E.  Uicliardaon. 
Joseph  Uullins. 
Charles  E.  Spurr. 
Auron  B.  Swa.n. 
Anton  Tapp. 

h'irHt  lieiji 
WilHuui  Allien  Dagyctt 

Sevond  Rcijimtnt  iif  Caualri/, 

Tiiouins  T.  Barnes.  Joim  McLaughlin. 

Ehcn  Hart. 

J-'uurth  Jierjiiiieitt  of  Cuvulri/. 


Edwin  Thomas. 
Edwin  F.  Tirrell. 
George  F.  Tower. 
Henry  Whitman. 
Lyiiian  li.  AVhiton. 

tit  (If  C'ivnlrif. 

Ctiarlc^  Dauiou  Kilburn. 


Lieut.  Benjaojiu  Thomas. 
Maj.  Edrt'urd  T.  Bouve. 
Lieut.  Tiiomaa  Hickey. 
Sergt.  Frank  II.  Giliiian. 
Sergt.  Arvander  Morrow. 
Corp.  James  G.  Raymond. 
Mu3.  Thomas  Cloney. 
Mus.  William  A.  Daggett. 
Orieles  L.  Bailoy. 
Charles  CampbelL 
Comolius  Connoll. 
Samuel  N.  Cortiiell. 
William  L.  Cummings. 

Fifth  Jie'jiiiieiit  of  Cavalry, 
llufus  Clark.  Matthew  H.  Lucas. 

Thomas  Davis.  Joseph  Xatbun, 

George  Junes. 

Lint  nf  Men  in  Cavalvy  Sei-vtce. 
Orietes  L.  Bailey.  Thomas  Hickey. 


Alfred  Gardner. 
Charles  Gardner. 
George  W.  Farrar. 
James  Hiekey. 
William  Henry  Jones. 
Josepli  Smith  Miller. 
Samuel  Newcomh  {2dj. 
Thomas   Uati'erty,  Jr. 
Dennis  Scully. 
Edmund  Spcllman. 
Frank  H.  Tiltoa. 
Pbilo  C.  AVinalow. 


Thomas  T.  Barnes. 
Edward  T.  Bouve. 
(.'harles  Campbell. 
Uufus  Clark. 
Thomas  Cluoey. 
Cornelius  Cornell. 
Samuel  N.  Corthell. 
William  L.  Cunimings. 
William  A.  Daggett. 
Thomas  Davis. 
George  M.  Farrar. 
Alfred  Gardner. 
Charles  Gardner. 
Frank  H.  Gilman. 
Ebea  Hart. 
James  Hickey. 


George  Jones. 
William  H.  Jones. 
Charles  D.  Kilburn. 
Matthew  H.  Lucas. 
John  McLaughlin. 
Arvander  Merrow. 
Joseph  S.  Miller. 
Joseph  Nathan. 
Samuel  Newcomb  (2d). 
Thomas  UaHcrty,  Jr. 
James  G.  Uaymond. 
Dennis  Scully. 
Edward  Spcllman. 
Benjamin  Thomas. 
Frank  IL  Tilton. 
Philo  C.  Wiiislow. 


CluHscd  UM  additional  unlixdufnt 
Edwin  Allon. 
Louis  Anderson. 
Calvin  K.  Baker. 


John  Baker. 
Joseph  Bar&tow. 
George  W.  Boon. 
George  IL  Bonney. 
Edwin  Buolh. 
John  Brown. 
Mehar  W.  Clark. 
Jolin  Collins. 
Thomas  Collins. 
William  Colman. 
Baruey  Conaley. 
Charles  Cook. 


Henry  Daggett. 
Horatio  i\I.  Dallas. 
Thomas  D.  Dalton. 
Albert  Damon. 
James  Dcmpaey. 
Henry  B.  Downes. 
Josiah  Ed^on. 
West  D.  El.lrcdgc. 
Thomas  M.  Farrell. 
Timothy  Gordon. 
James  Gorman. 
Thomas  Grilhn. 
Edward  Hackett. 
Mark  Hall. 
OtisC.  Hardy. 


James  Hayes. 
William  HillarBtoD. 
Edward  B.  Hinckley. 
Henry  A.  Hitchcock. 
Jeremiah  Hurley. 
Edward  Kelley. 
Joseph  B.  Kolaey. 

Kittredge. 

William  H.  Laoe. 
Jacob  Lowe. 
John  C.  Maguire. 
Patrick  Mahony. 


Michael  McOraue. 
Charles  H.  Muschatt. 
George  H.  Osburn. 
Edward  Puiuey. 
Edward  L.  PreaLun. 
William  Uandall. 
Edward  Uoacii. 
David  P.  Kubinson. 
Albert  Sawyer. 
Franklin  Simmons. 
AVilliani  T.  Sprugue. 
William  Thompson. 


Michael  Carr. 
Micliael  Casey. 
John  Dolan. 
Patrick  Dounelin. 
Moses  Fairtield. 
Michael  Flcmming. 
Thomas  Foley. 
Peter  Forrester. 


Vttetttn  RtHcrce  C*jrpH, 

Etlward  G;il vin. 


Lawrence  Hicks. 
John  Ivcefc. 
Henry  B.  Livingston. 
James  McGregor. 
Edward  McLaughlin. 
James  Tettlcr. 
Charles  Tinuions. 


lieijnlar  Army. 
Richard  J.  Farrell.  Michael  F.  ThomjjSou. 

Dennis  Mulliau.  Joseph  W,  Welsh. 

Joseph  Henry  Noyos.  Jaiues  H.  Williams. 

William  Perkins. 

Knlistnient9  in  other  States  of  yativct  or  Rtnidtnt/i  <•/  /fi,i-jhaii 


Col.  Hawkes  Fearing,  Jr. 
James  Ballentine. 
Lieut.  William  Barnes. 
George  Bicknell. 
Martin  Gushing. 
Capt.  Henry  H.  Cushing. 
Sergt.  David  P.  Eldredge. 
John  J.  L.  French. 
Caleb  Gill. 
Sergt.  John  Gorman. 
Husca  Harden. 
Capt.  Elijah  Hobart. 
Allen  G.  Jennings. 
Col.  Charles  B.  Leavitt. 


Sergt.  Be/.a  H.  Lincoln. 
Sergt.  John  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Sergt.  Leavitt  Lincoln. 
Gen.  Allyne  C.  Litchfield. 
James  Lowry. 
Daniel  Murphy. 
William  L.  Xcal. 
Charles  Remington. 
John  Fearing  Rogers. 
Henry  E.  Spautding. 
Capt.  Isaiah  F.  Tower. 
Lieut.  Bcnj.  S.  AVhiting. 
Capt.  Web-ttr  A. Whiting. 
Courad  P.  Yager. 


The  Xavy. 
Chief  Engineer  Charles  Harding  Loring. 
Aoting  Master  Thomas  Andruvvs. 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Andrew  Tower. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Franklin  Nicku-rsori. 
Acting  Ensign  Edward  Welles  Jlalcro. 
.Charles  Mason  Fuller. 
Charles  Andrew  Stewart. 

Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Jului  Means  Trussell. 
Captain's  Clerk  Augustus  Barnes. 
Master-at-Arms  Frederick  Clinton  Blair. 
Alfred  B.  Whiting. 
Gunner's  Mate  Charles  Campbell. 
Paymaster's  Steward  Henry  Winsluw  Her:ioy. 
Signal  Quartermaster  KIkanali  Binney. 
Signal  Quartermaster  Samuel  Newcomb  (-d). 
First  Class  Fireman  Alden  Lincoln. 


George  Alexander  G rover. 
Daniel  Stodder  Lincoln. 
William  Eldredge. 
John  William  Gardner. 
George  E.  Ilichardson. 
Geo.  Anthony  Chubbuok. 


Ii^aac  Murray  Dow. 
Daniel  Daley. 
Robert  Franci>  Hardy. 
Edward  (Jottehell. 
Benjamin  Lincdn  Jonei. 
George  Howaid  Merritt. 
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Win.  Gray  Cushing,  Jr. 
Heujiiuiin  H:itcblicU. 
DiLuicI  StodJcr. 
Thuuia;>  R.  .Mur|ihy. 


DADiclJoscpb  Thom)iJOD.   | 
Henry  TrowbriJj;o. 
Williuiu  Burtes. 


IJINUIIAM    MKN    IN  TIIK   NAVY   ACCORDING  TO  HANK. 


Charles  llardiDg  Loriug. 
Tliuinas  AnJrewa. 
AuJrew  Tower, 
rranklin  Nickerson. 
Kilward  Welles  Ualcro. 


Cliartes  Mason  Fuller. 
Charles  .\mlcr3on  Stewart. 
John  Means  Trussel. 
Augustus  Barnes. 


Wai-rant  Oj/itet-s. 


Frederick  Clinton  Blair. 
Alfred  B.  Whiting. 
Charles  Campbell. 
Henry  Winslow  Ileraey. 
Elkanab  Binney. 

Seamen. 
William  Eldredge. 
John  William  Gardner. 


Samuel  Newcomb  (2d.) 
Alden  Lincoln. 
George  Alexander  Grovcr. 
Daniel  Stoddor  Lincoln. 


George  E.  Richardson. 
Ordinary  Seamen. 


Benjamin  Hatchtield. 
Daniel  Stoddor. 
Thomas  R.  Murphy. 


George     Anthony    Chub- 

buck. 
AVilliam    Gray     Cushing, 

Jr. 

Coul'I/eaver. 

Isaac  ftlurray  Dow. 

Landttnten, 
Daniel  Daley.  George  Uoward  Merritt. 

Ilobort  Francis  Fardy.  Daniel  Joseph  Thompson. 

Edward  GotcliuU.  Uenry  Trowbridge. 

Benjamin  Liacoln  Jones. 

Unknoion. 
William  Burtes. 
Further  Enl'mttnenti, 
Arthur  Deal,  Forty-sccoud  Regiment. 
Augustus  Boiling,  Forty-second  Regiment. 
Swan  P.  Colherg,  Foity-aecond  Regiment. 
James  Corcoran,  Forty-second  Regiment, 
William  Otis  Lincoln,  Jr.,  First  Regiment  Cavalry. 
Patrick  McCrane,  Forty-second  Regiment. 
Michael  Roardon,  Forty-second  Regiment. 
William  Rich,  Tbirty-eiglitU  Regiment. 
John  Uyan. 
Warren  K.  Spurr,  Heavy  Artillery. 

Saintnary. 
Regular  members  and  volunteers  of  the  Lincoln  Light 
Infantry   who  served  at    Fortress   Monroe,  not  in- 
clutled  in  any  t^uota  ......  79 

Number  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  natives  of  llingbam, 
who  served  in   the  war,   including    enlistments    in 

other  Slates 243 

Number  of  soldiers  and  sailors   who   served   for    the 

i|uota  of  llingbam    .......  '^71 

It  should  be  understood  that  many  of  our  soldiers  and 
sailors  served  upon  more  than  one  quota  of  the  town. 
In  some  instances,  soldiers  serving  for  short  teriua 
afterwards  enlisted  for  three  years.  Others,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  their  term  of  three  years,  or  afier  being 
discharged  for  disability,  re-culisted  ujfon  new  quotas, 
as  required  at  the  time. 


The  aggregate  of  the  enlistments  from  llingbam  during 
the  war,  and  not  including  the  members  of  tbe  Lin- 
coln Light  Infantry,  was  .....  705 

Number  of  soldiers  and  sailors  connected  with  lling- 
bam who  died  prior  to  tbe  erection  of  the  monument  87 

With  a  single  exception,  all  the  quotas  of  Hiiig- 
haiu  were  filled  by  voluntary  etilistiuents.  A  draft 
was  made  at  Taunton,  July  20, 1863,  when  one  hun- 
dred were  drawn,  viz. : 

Edwin  Wilder  (2d). 
John  White. 
Joseph  Curtis. 
Edward  S.  Cushing. 
William  Coughlan. 
Henry  Ilobart. 
Theophilus  Cushing,  Jr. 
Edmund  llersey  (2d). 
David  Thaxter. 


Reuben  Sprugue. 
William  Fearing  (2d). 
John  C  Fearing. 
Morallus  Lane. 
Ebenezer  C.  Ripley. 
Alanson  Crosby. 
Charles  C.  Kersey. 
Francis  H.  Stowell. 
Samuel  Lemon. 


Caleb  C.  White. 
Don  Pedro  Wilson. 
Ilosea  B.  Uersey. 
William  K.  Gould. 
Benjamin  Thomas. 
George  Fox. 
Caleb  Marsh. 
John  F.  Welsh. 
John  0.  Remington. 
Ambrose  Leach. 
Josiah  Q.  Gardner. 
Smith  Richardson. 
Atkinson  Nye. 
Thomas  McQlone. 
John  Lemon. 
Edwin  W.  Beal. 
Andrew  C.  Cushing. 
Edward  Pyne. 
Edward  0.  Farmer. 
Joseph  H.  Litchfield. 
Thomas  Stephenson. 
Henry  W.  Ripley. 
Levi  Hersey. 
George  Ilobart, 
William  C.  Miller. 
John  Hines. 
Ebenezcr  C.  Hobart. 
George  Lang. 
Patrick  Fee. 
George  R.  Ripley. 
Thomas  Baeezil. 
Leonard  Biruh. 
Albert  T.  Hutcbins. 
Hiram  T.  Howard. 
George  W.  Young. 
Warren  Remington. 
Timothy  Shea. 
William  H.  Starr. 
Leavitt  Sprague  (2d). 
Caleb  F.  Gardner. 
David  Fearing,  Jr. 


Joshua  Jacob,  Jr. 
Charles  Stephenson. 
Joseph  II.  Lincoln. 
William  C.  Wilder. 
Seth  S.  Hersey,  Jr. 
Matthew  Clynch. 
Daniel  W.  Sprague. 
Sewall  Pugsley. 
Richard  Sta]>les. 
Benjamin  L.  Cushing. 
Lincoln  B.  Bickneil. 
Josiah  S.  Remington. 
Peter  McGlone. 
Edward  C.  Wilder. 
James  K.  Young. 
John  Pyne. 
George  W.  Tilden. 
William  T.  Nelson. 
Laban  0.  Bcal. 
Elijah  W.  Burr. 
Bar^illai  Lincoln. 
John  Wilder. 
Charles  II.  Eldredge. 
Daniel  Bowcn. 
Thomas  Murray. 
Ebed  Sprague,  Jr. 
Edwin  II.  Bares. 
Thomas  L.  Sprague. 
Howard  Litchlielil,  Jr. 
Stephen  P.  tlould. 
Redmond  Welsh. 
George  A.  New  hall. 
James  M.  Garland. 
Albert  Whiton. 
Isaac  B.  Miller. 
Freeman  Pugsley. 
Charles  Mayhew. 
James  S.  King. 
Willard  Snow. 
Thomas  J.  Hersey. 
George  R.  Turner. 


So  far  as  known,  three  only  joined  the  army  under 
the  requisition  of  this  draft,  viz.,  VVilliaiii  K.  Gould, 
Sewall  Pugsley,  and  Don  Pedro  Wil.^on.  -\  very 
large  majority  was  excused  for  disability,    and    the 
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reoiaiader  eitlier  exempted  by  provisions  of  the  law, 
or  by  payment  of  the  suiu  required  for  commutation. 
Among  the  latter  were  the  following  : 


Alaosou  Crueby. 
Andrew  C.  CubhiDg. 
Edward  S.  Cuahin;^. 
William  Fearing  (2d). 
Josiali  L.  Gardner. 
Seth  S.  Ilerscj,  Jr. 
Thouiaa  Jooes  Horsey. 
Ebenezer  C.  llobart. 


Henry  Hubart. 
James  S.  King. 
Edward  Pyno. 
AViltinm  Snow. 
William  H.  Starr. 
George  W.  Tildeu. 
George  W.  Young. 


Of  natives,  but  at  the  time  non-residents  of  Hing- 
ham,  the  draft  included, — 

Gustavus  Abbott.  Amaaa  Lincoln. 

Charles  W.  Bassott.  Solomon  Lincoln,  Jr. 

Elijah  Beul.  Thomas  W.  Lincoln. 

Kobert  Burr.  David  Ripley, 

llonry  Damon.  Levi  B.  llipley. 

Henry  L.  Fearing.  Joseph  S.  Sprague. 

Timothy  Foster.  Leonard  Sprague. 

Henry  Kcncrson.  Samuel  Sprague. 

George  Lane.  Levi  Stearns. 

Parker  E.  Lane.  James  Tilden. 

William  Lane.  Albert  T.  Whiting. 

Weston  Lewis.  Deilor  B.  Whiton. 

Members  of  the  Thirty-second  Regiment  who  en- 
listed as  veteran  volunteer.s,  and  who  were  counted  on 
the  quota  of  the  town  of  Hingham,  being  regularly 
mustered  into  the  .service  of  the  United  States  for 
three  years  from  Jan.  5,  18G4  : 

Ephraim  Anderson.  James  McCarty. 

Otis  L.  Battles.  Charles  S.  Meade. 

William  Breen.  Frank  H.  Miller. 

John  C.  Chadbourn.  Peter  Ourish. 

Jacob  G.  C'u.-hing.  Harvey  M.  Pratt. 

William  L.  Dawes.  William  Uiley. 

John  W.  KIdrcdge.  Charles  IL  F.  Stodder. 

Thomas  L.  French.  Edgar  P.  Stodder. 

Edwin  Hersey.  AVashiugton  I.  Stodder. 

Wallace  Humphrey.  Nathaniel  Wilder  (2d). 

Gardner  Jones.  George  A.  Wolfe. 

Substitutes  were  furnished  by  the  following  per- 
sons : 


Principal. 
Amos  B.  Bates. 
DeWitt  C.  Bates. 
Caleb  G.  Bcal. 
Ambrose  Beech. 
E.  \Vaters  Burr. 
Isaac  Gardner  (2d). 
Tobias  0.  Gardner. 
W.  Allan  Gay. 
Theodore  U.  Glover. 
George  P.  Ilayward. 
David  U.  Hersey. 
Chafles  Hoivard. 
David  Jacob. 
Joseph  Jai;ub,  Jr. 
Loring  .Jacob. 
Arthur  Lincoln. 
George  Lincoln,  Jr. 


8(it>»litute. 
John  .M.  Whittier. 
Dennis  Riley, 
John  Manill. 


Adolph  Wagner. 


Vernon  \V.  Andrews. 
John  Sluart. 
Joseph  T,  King. 
Martin  Callalian. 
John  H.  Buxton. 
Jolin  Domick. 
Christian  Veil. 


Frinclp*!. 
Solomon  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Knos  Loring. 
Thomas  F.  Whiton. 
William  C.  Wilder. 


Substitute. 
Jerry  Hurley. 


Job  Nicholas. 

Soldiers'  Monament. — The  soldiers'  monument  of 
Hingham  was  dedicated  June  17,  1870,  the  address 
being  delivered  Viy  Solomon  Lincoln. 

The  monument  is  of  Quincy  granite.  It  rests 
upon  a  solid  foundation,  ten  feet  square  by  six  feet 
deep,  laid  in  regular  courses  of  split  stone  and  ceuiout. 
The  mottoes,  mouldings,  and  embellishments  upon  it 
are  skillfully  wrought,  and  the  general  outline  of  the 
whole  structure  is  neat  and  pleasing  in  appearance. 
The  proportions  are  as  follows :  Lower  buie,  eight 
feet  nine  inches  square,  by  one  foot  five  inches  in 
height.  Fiiiith,  six  feet  eight  inches  square,  by  one 
foot  five  inches  in  height.  Upper  ha&e,  moulded, 
five  feet  eleven  inches  square,  by  one  foot  two  inches 
in  height.  Die,  four  feet  six  inches  square,  by  seven 
feet  one  inch  in  height.  Slui/t,  two  feet  nine  inches 
square  at  base,  by  niueteeu  feet  in  height.  AVhole 
height,  thirty  feet. 

The  die  bears  these  inscriptions  : 

[South  Face] 

Erected  by  the  town. 

1870. 

Capt.  Edwin  Hum](hrey. 

Lieut.  Nathaniel  Fi-ench,  Jr. 

Sergt.  Henry  C.  French. 

"        Peter  Ourish. 
Corp.  Jacob  Gilkey  Curbing. 
"       W.  Irving  .Stoddar. 
"       Nelson  F.  Cortbcll. 
*'       William  Brecn. 

Daniel  L.  Beal. 
William  U.  H.  Ceal. 
William  B.  Cushing. 
James  T.  Churchill. 
Charles  E.  French. 
John  W.  Gardner. 
John  Q.  Hcrscy. 
Benjamin  Lincoln. 
William  J.  Stockwell. 
Demerick  Stoildcr. 
Albert  Wilder. 
Honor  to  the  Brave. 
[East  face.] 
Rest  Through  Liberty. 

Major  Benjamin  C.  Lincoln. 
Lieut.  B'rancis  Thomas. 

"       Elijah  B.  Gill,  Jr. 
Sergt.  Leavitt  Lincoln. 

f*rivatirs, 
Horaue  D.  Burr. 
Thomas  Churchill. 
Andrew  J.  Damon. 
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William  Duabtir,  Jr. 
Jaiue^i  Fitzgerald. 
Miclmel  Fee. 
Richard  J.  Farrell. 
Gurdoer  Jones. 
Henry  B.  Livingstone. 
Jobn  S.  Neul. 
Edward  A.  F.  Spear. 
Dennis  Scully. 
Joseph  Simmons. 
Thomas  Tinsley. 
Frank  H.  Tilton. 

[North  face.] 
Ever  Faithful. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Bibby. 
Sergt.  James  M.  Iluskell. 

"       William  H.  Jones,  Jr. 

"       Charles  S.  Meade. 

"       Michael  Thompson. 
Corp.  Jereuiiab  J.  Corcoran. 

"      Albert  S.  Haynea. 

"      Henry  F.  Miller. 

Prioatet. 
George  D.  Gardner. 
Wallace  Humphrey. 
William  11.  Junes. 
Sewall  Pugsley. 
Samuel  Spencer. 
Horace  L.  Studley. 
Thomas  Sprague. 
Alvin  Tov?er. 
Charles  E.  Wilder. 
Horatio  P.  Willard. 
Don  Pedro  Wilson. 

[West  Face.] 
For  Our  Country. 

Corp.  Charles  W.  Blossom. 
"      Hiram  W.  Henderson. 
"      Charles  D.  Kilburn. 

PrioateK, 

James  Ballentine, 

John  B.  Crease. 

Perez  F.  Fearing. 

Daniel  D.  Hersey. 

Charles  U.  Marsh. 

Daniel  Murphy. 

Jobn  L.  Manuel. 

Conrad  P.  Yaeger. 

Hosea  0.  Barnes. 

Samuel  M.  Lincoln. 

Uollis  Hersey. 

Hiram  Newcuiub. 

Caleb  Gill. 
Act.  Mas.  Com.  Thomas  Andrews. 
Ensign  Edward  W.  llalcro. 
Seaman  Gcorgo  li.  Merritt. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


THOMAS  TRACY  BOUVE. 
I  Thomas  Tracy  Bouv6  was  born  in  Boston  on  the 
14th  of  January,  1815.  He  was  placed  in  a  private 
school  in  early  childhood,  where  reading  and  spelling 
were  taught,  and  transferred  from  it  to  a  public 
school  (the  Eliot)  at  the  age  of  seven.  Reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  and  grammar  were 
the  studies  pursued,  and  in  these  he  became  suffi- 
ciently proficient  to  enable  him  to  receive  the  Frank- 
lin medal  when  twelve  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  graduated,  aud  entered  the  English  high  school, 
then  in  Pinckney  Street. 

School-day  life  at  that  period  was  very  different 
from  what  it  is  at  the  present  time.  There  were  then 
at  the  Eliot  several  hundred  boys  between  the  ages  of 
seven  and  fourteen,  and  all  placed  in  two  large  rooms, 
each  of  which  had  class  divisions  rising  from  either 
side  of  a  central  passage  between  them.  One  room, 
the  lowest,  was  devoted  to  writing  and  arithmetic, 
the  other,  over  the  first,  to  grammar,  geography,  and 
reading.  Each  department  was  in  charge  of  a  head 
master,  and  of  an  assistant,  who  was  called  the  usher. 
A  very  considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  some  of 
the  teachers  was  occupied  in  the  punishment  of 
offenders,  and  the  noise  of  the  rattan,  as  blows  were 
struck  upon  the  hands  held  out  to  receive  them,  daily 
shocked  the  ears  and  hearts  of  those  who  sympa- 
thized with  the  victims  of  cruelty,  while  the  heroism 
manifested  by  many  of  the  sufferers  in  bearing  the 
blows  without  a  cry,  when  each  descent  of  the  rod 
made  a  blue  mark  across  the  hand  or  wrist,  cannot  be 
forgotten. 

The  boys  were  then  all  Americans  with  possibly  a 
very  few  exceptions.  A  considerable  number  of  the 
older  ones,  or  such  as  were  members  of  the  higher 
classes,  were  detailed  as  a  fire-brigade ;  and  upon  a 
public  alarm  of  , fire  they  rushed  from  the  school, 
taking  with  them  each  a  fire-bucket  from  many  which 
hung  in  the  halls  of  the  building,  and  ran  to  the  scene 
of  conflagration.  Here  the  boys  were  placed  in  lines 
to  pass  water  in  their  buckets  from  neighboring  pumps 
to  the  hand-engines  playing  upon  the  fire.  Our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  the  number  who  thus  at  the  age  of 
twelve  acted  :is  a  fireman. 

The  stay  of  the  young  boy  at  the  English  high 
school  was  but  brief  The  reduced  circumstances  of 
his  father,  resulting  from  severe  and  prolonged  illness, 
led  to  its  being  thought  best  that  the  lad  should  leave 
school  and  enter  a  store  for  the  sake  of  the  small 
salary  that  he  might  earn.      He  accordingly  entered  a 
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dry-goods  store  and  remained  there  until  the  failure 
of  his  employer,  two  years  afterwards.  At  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  entered  the  employment  of  Lyman  & 
Ralston,  who  were  the  proprietors  of  extensive*  iron- 
works on  the  mill  dam  property,  and  where  it  is  be- 
lieved the  first  locomotive-engine  made  in  Massachu- 
setts was  built.  This  business  being  given  up  after 
two  or  three  years,  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  employ 
of  several  corporations  of  which  George  W.  Lyman 
was  treasurer,  and  with  him,  and  afterwards  with  the 
well-known  and  highly-respected  Patrick  T.  Jackson, 
who  was  treasurer  of  the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing 
Company,  pas.sed  several  years  with  great  satisfaction 
to  himself,  and  with  the  respect  and  regard  of  those 
whom  he  served. 

While  thus  engaged  and  even  from  the  time  of 
leaving  school,  feeling  keenly  the  want  of  a  liberal 
education,  he  ever  sought  to  make  up  for  this  defi- 
ciency by  study,  and  having  early  imbibed  a  love  fur 
scientific  investigation,  was  led  to  read  much  relating 
to  chemistry,  mineralogy,  and  geology.  Li  order  to 
advance  in  such  and  kindred  studies,  he  soon  found 
that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  Latin  and  French  languages,  and  accordingly 
gavo  much  time  to  their  acquisition. 

When  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  well-known  commission  iron  house  of 
Curtis,  Leavens  &  Co.,  afterwards  Curtis,  Bouve  & 
Co.  This  house  was  prosperous,  and  he  remained  a 
partner  in  it  for  about  thirty  years,  when  being  in- 
vited by  the  government  of  the  Glendon  Iron  Company 
to  become  its  treasurer,  he  did  so,  and  has  since 
conducted  its  affairs  successfully,  and,  it  is  believed, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  interested.  He  is  at  the 
present  time,  also,  a  director  in  one  of  the  oldest  of 
the  national  banks  in  Boston,  as  well  as  in  several 
manufacturing  corporations  in  this  and  other  States. 

Outside  of  his  business  occupations,  Mr.  Bouve's 
work  has  been  very  largely  in  a  scientific  direction. 
Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  Boston  Society  of 
Natural  History  he  became  a  member,  and  in  1841 
was  elected  to  tlie  otfice  of  cabinet-keeper.  In  1842 
he  became  curator  of  geology,  and  in  18G3  curator 
of  geology  and  paleontology,  which  office  he  held 
until  1867.  He  was  also  curator  of  mineralogy  from 
18U5  to  1870.  At  this  date  committees  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  museum  were  formed  in 
place  of  curatorships,  and  he  has  served  upon  some 
of  these  up  to  the  present  time.  From  18G1  to  18C5 
he  held  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  society,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  raising  the  funds  necessary  in 
the  erection  and  completion  of  the  museum  building 
on  Berkeley  Street.     In  18GG  he  became  second  vice- 


president,  which  jiosition  he  held  until  1S70,  wheu 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  society,  succeeding 
the  celebrated  naturalist.  Dr.  Jeffries  Wyiiian,  whose 
health  compelled  his  withdrawal  from  the  office.  He 
retained  this  position  for  ten  years,  resigning  in  ISSO, 
and  receiving  at  this  time  marked  testimonials  of  great 
respect  and  regard  from  the  members. 

Mr.  Bouve  is  a  member  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  American  xVssociutiuii  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  a  corresponding  mL-uiber 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  Philadelphia,  etc.  In 
1850  he  received  the  honorary  degree  of  A..M.  frutu 
Harvard  University. 

The  published  contributious  of  Mr.  Bouve  are  nut 
numerous,  and  may  mostly  be  found  in  the  ••  Pru- 
ceediogs  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History." 
In  1880,  at  the  request  of  that  society,  he  wrote  for 
its  memoirs  a  history  of  the  society  from  its  forma- 
tion, in  1830,  and  which  was  also  published  in  u 
separate  volume.  He  has  passed  the  leisure  hours  of 
the  past  year  or  two  in  studying  accurately  the  geology 
and  botany  of  Hingham,  intending  to  contribute  the 
result  of  his  labors  toward  the  cunteniplatcd  work  on 
the  history  of  the  town. 

Although  holding  active  membership  in  various 
charitable  societies,  Mr.  Bouve's  principal  working 
interest  has  been  in  that  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
the  Destitute.  In  the  Infancy  of  this  institution, 
when  it  was  lacking  in  means  sufficient  for  its  work, 
he  served  as  treasurer,  and  took  uu  active  part  in 
bringing  it  up  to  what  it  is, — one  of  the  best  among 
the  charitable  institutions  of  the  city.  He  afterwards 
became  its  president,  holding  the  position  for  many 
years,  and  only  relinquishing  it  from  inability  to 
attend  to  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  liiiu  in  tiie 
several  positions  in  which  he  was  placed.  He  is  yet 
a  member  of  the  institution,  and  uiucli  interested  in 
the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Bouve  hiis  always  felt  a  strong  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  although  his  tastes  have  nuver  led  him  to 
take  any  active  part  in  political  action.  He  never 
has  held,  or  desired  to  hold,  any  public  office.  He 
was  an  early  abolitionist  and  a  member  of  the  Vigi- 
lance Committee  of  Boston,  formed  to  aid  runaway 
slaves,  aud  he  subscribed  to  the  fund  raised  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  arms  and  supplies  for  the  early 
settlers  of  Kansas,  to  enable  them  to  defend  them- 
selves from  the  murderous  attacks  of  the  slave  power, 
then  attempting  to  establish  slavery  upon  that  free 
soil.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Free  Soil  party  from 
its  formation,  and  subsequently  of  the  Republican 
party,  always  earnestly  advocating  its  principles. 
When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion   opened   he  strongly 
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felt  that  it  should  be  what  it  finally  became, — a  war 
of  einancipatiou,  aud  cheerfully   saw  his   eldest   sod  I 
euguged   in    the   military   service  of  his  country  as 
soou  as  his  ago  permitted  him  to  enter  it. 

Mr.  Bouve  was  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four, 
to  Miss  Emily  G.  Lincoln,  of  Hingliam.  They  have 
had  seven  children,  of  whom  five  survive. 


EBED  L.  RIPLEY. 
Ebed  L.  Ripley  is  a  representative  of  one  of  Hing- 
Lum  s  oldest  lamilies.  lie  is  a  lineal  descendant  of 
William  Ripley^  who  came  from  Hingham,  Norfolk 
County,  England,  in  ship  "  Diligent,"  1G3S,  with  his 
wife,  two  sous  and  two  daughters,  and  settled  in 
Hingham,  Mass.,  on  a  lot  of  laud  which  was  granted 
him  on  the  "  Main  Street,  Lower  Plain.''  This  land 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants  to  the 
present  time,  and  the  handsome  residence  of  Mr. 
Ebed  L.  Ripley  now  stands  on  what  is  thought  to  be 
the  identical  site  of  the  cottage  of  his  great  ancestor, 
nearly  two  centuries  and  a  half  ago.  William  Ripley 
died  July,  lliuG.  Juhn',  his  eldest  son,  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  who  was 
the  first  minister  in  Hingham.  They  had  six  sons 
and  one  daughter,  of  whom  Fettr^  was  fifth.  He  was 
born  Oct.  21,  1(368,  married  Sarah  Lazell,  April  27, 
1G9^>,  and  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  He 
died  April  22,  17-12.  Peter*,  his  second  child  and 
eldest  Son,  was  born  Oct.  25,  1095.  He  married 
Silence  Lincoln,  Jan.  5,  1721.  They  had  three  .sons 
and  five  daughters.  He  died  April,  1705.  Ncht- 
iiiiah,^  his  son,  was  born  April  2,  1727,  married 
Lydia  Hobart,  June  4,  1752 ;  to  them  were  born  five 
sons  and  two  daughters.  He  died  Aug.  10,  1709. 
His  eldest  sou  bore  his  name.  Neliemiali''  was  born 
April  18,  1755,  married  Priscilla  Lincoln,  Feb.  24, 
1780.  They  had  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Mr.  Ripley  died  March  5,  1829.  Kied\ 
his  youngest  .son,  was  born  Nov.  15,  1793  ;  he  mar- 
ried Leah  Jones,  Nov.  23,  1820.  Their  children 
were  Mary  Burr,  married  John  K.  Corthell ;  Joan 
Joue.s,  also  married  John  K.  Corthell ;  and  Ebed 
Lincoln  liijili-y,  whose  portrait  accompanies  this 
sketch.  Ebed  L.  was  born  May  23,  1831,  was 
educated  at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town. 


and  in  1848  went  to  Boston  as  clerk  in  the  wholesale 
clothing-store  of  Fearing  &  Whitney.  He  remained 
with  them  till  Jan.  1,  1855,  when  he  was  admitted  as 
a  partner,  and*  the  firm  became  Fearing,  Whitney  Ik. 
Co.  July  1,  1855,  the  firm  was  dissolved  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Whitney,  aud  a  new  firm  was  formed, 
styled  Fearing,  Rhodes  &  Ripley.  July  1,  185S, 
Mr.  Fearing  retired,  and  the  firm  became  Rhodes  & 
Ripley,  and  has  remained  the  same,  or  Rhodes, 
Ripley  &  Co.,  to  date.  They  have  been  very  success- 
ful in  business,  and  now  rank  among  the  leading 
wholesale  clothiers  of  Boston.  Mr.  Ripley  is  ;i 
thorough  business  man,  as  is  evidenced  by  his  ri.ie  from 
an  ordinary  clerkship  to  the  proprietorship  of  the 
establishment.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  that 
numerous  class  of  men  in  New  England  whoiu  we  call 
"self-made."  Hifl  geniality  of  disposition  aud  whole- 
souled  heartiDes!>  of  manner  not  only  makes  those 
who  are  bis  acquaintances  his  friends,  but  even  the 
stranger  is  made  at  once  to  feel  at  home  in  his  pres- 
ence. The  same  spirit  of  enterprise  which  has 
brought  to  him  success  in  his  business  affairs  he  ex- 
hibits in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  and 
public  improvement  of  his  native  town.  It  wa:- 
largely,  if  not  chiefly,  through  his  persistent  and  un- 
flagging efibrts  that  Accord  Pond  water  was  intro- 
duced in  1880  into  Hingham  and  Hull,  and  his 
services  in  thia  regard  were  acknowledged  by  his 
being  chosen  president  of  the  Hingham  Water  Com- 
pany, which  position  he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 
The  same  year  (1880)  he  was  chosen  presideut  of  the 
Hingham  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Society,  and 
has  been  re-elected  every  year  since.  He  is  a  trustee 
of  the  Public  Library  in  his  town,  and  an  earnest 
advocate  of  liberal  education  and  progressive  thought. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Unitarian  Parish,  and 
active  in  the  management  of  its  afl^airs.  He  has  sup- 
ported the  Republican  party  since  its  organization, 
and  in  1884  was  chosen  its  delegate  from  the  Second 
Congressional  District  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Na- 
tional Republican  Convention  at  Chicago.  He  mar- 
ried, Dec.  23,  1850,  Henrietta,  daughter  of  Setli  S. 
Hersey;  she  died  Aug.  14,  18G8.  He  married  as  his 
second  wife  Elizabeth  II.  M.  Ilersoy,  daughter  of 
Henry  Hersey,  Jan.  3,  1871,  by  whom  he  has  six 
children,  three  boys  and  three  girls. 
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The  town  of  Plympton  was  originally  included 
withia  the  limits  of  Plymouth.  The  history  of  its 
territory  therefore  is  as  ancient  as  that  of  Plymouth 
itself.  When  incorporated  it  included  the  whole  of 
the  town  of  Carver  and  parts  of  Halifax  and  King- 
ston, comprising  in  all  thirty-six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  six  acres.  The  rich  meadow  lands  and 
heavily-wooded  swamps,  with  which  this  territory 
abounded,  early  attracted  the  first  settlers,  who 
sought  grants  from  the  Colony  Court  of  farms  to  re- 
main contiguous  to  their  dwellings  in  Plymouth.  As 
early  as  1(J40  the  records  show  that  the  grants  began 
to  be  made,  and  the  meadows  of  Colebrook,  of  Laken-  j 
ham,  and  Colchester,  as  they  were  called,  were  divided 
among  the  settlers  according  to  their  respective  appli- 
cation and  wants.  At  a  later  period,  Winnatuxet,  or 
the  New-Found  Meadows,  began  to  be  granted  to  per- 
sons whose  lineal  descendants  still  reside  within  the 
borders  of  Plympton.  The  Colebrook  and  Lakenham 
Meadows,  within  the  present  bounds  of  Carver,  in- 
cluded the  South  Meadows  and  the  Wenham  region 
respectively.  The  former  name  was  probably  either 
corrupted  from  Coldbrook,  or  derived  from  James 
Cole,  who  had  an  eftrly  grant  in  that  neighborhood. 
The  latter  name  was  suggested  by  the  numerous  ponds 
or  lakes  within  the  territory  to  which  it  was  applied, 
the  termination  "  ham"  meaning  merely  "  borough," 
"  district,"  or  "  town"  or  "  village."  The  Colchester 
and  Winnatuxet  Meadows,  within  the  present  limits 
of  Plympton,  derived  their  names  from  Colchester 
Brook,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  Jones  lliver,  and  Win- 
natuxet lliver,  which  rises  in  Carver,  and  flowing 
through  Plympton  and  Halifax  finally  empties  into 
Taunton  lliver.  Colchester  again  was  a  name  brought 
from  England,  while  Winnatuxet  was  the  Indian 
name  of  the  country  along  the  borders  of  the  stream. 

The  first  grant  of  laud  within  the  ancient  bounds  of 
Plympton  was  made  to  John  Jenny,  on  the  '2d  of  April, 
lCo8,  by  the  Court  of  Assistants.  On  that  day  it  was 
ordered  that  '■  all  the  residue  of  the  lands  reserved  fur 
the  mill,  whereof  the  five  or  six  acres  aforesaid  is  a 
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part,  is  with  Mr.  Jenny's  consent  granted  to  Gabriell 
Fallowell,  and  Mr.  Jenny  hath  other  lands  granted 
him  in  lieu  thereof  at  Lakenham."  On  the  ICth  of 
September,  1641,  at  the  General  Court,  •'  IMr.  Jenny 
is  granted  as  much  more  upland  as  will  make  his 
farm  at  Lakenham  two  hundred  acres,  and  when  that 
is  used  then  to  have  more  added  to  it,  in  lieu  of  some 
land  he  hath  yielded  up  at  the  town  to  Gabriull  Fal- 
lowell." At  the  same  date  James  Cole  was  granted 
"fifty  acres  of  upland  at  Lakenham,  and  some  mead- 
ows to  be  laid  to  it  upon  view."  On  the  id  of  No- 
vember, 1640,  "the  several  persons  following  are 
granted  meadowing  in  the  North  Meadow,  by  Jones 
River :  to  Mr.  John  Done  twelve  acres,  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Willet  twelve  acres,  to  John  Reyiior  ten 
acres,  to  Mr.  Charles  Chancey  ten  acres,  to  Mr. 
Stephen  Hopkins  twelve  acres,  to  Nathaniel  Souther 
seven  acres,  to  Phineas  Prat(  six  acres,  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Paddy  ten  acres."  This  meadow  bordered  the 
upper  waters  of  Jones  lliver,  and  was  chiefly  within 
the  original  limits  of  Plympton.  At  the  same  session 
of  the  court  "  the  several  persons  following  are  granted 
meadowing  in  the  South  Meadows  towards  Agawam 
— Colebrook  Meadow  :  to  Edward  Bangs  ten  acres,  to 
Manasseth  Kempton  ten  acres,  to  Jonas  Cooke  ten  acres, 
to  Andrew  Ring  five  acres,  to  Nicholas  Snow  ten 
acres,  to  John  Morton  five  acres,  to  Ephraim  Morton 
five  acres,  to  Joshua  Pratt  five  acres,  to  Mr.  Hubert 
Hicks  ten  acres,  to  Samuel  Hicks  five  acres,  to  Na- 
thaniel Morton  six  acres,  to  John  Faunee  six  acres, 
to  John  Jenkins  six  acres,  to  Mr.  Ralph  Smith  eight 
acres,  to  Thomas  Pope  five  acres,  to  Richard  lliggins 
six  acres,  to  John  Smaley  five  acres,  to  Anthony 
Snow  five  acres."  And  again,  at  the  same  court, 
"  the  West  Meadow,  called  Lakenham,  by  Dutey's,  was 
granted  to  Richard  Sparrow  five  acres,  to  Edward 
Dotey  six  acres  with  upland,  to  Bridget  Fuller  ten 
acres  with  upland,  to  Mr.  John  Atwoud  eight  acres 
with  upland,  and  to  James  Hurst  tlie  meadows  that 
Goodman  Cuuke  should  have  had.' 

Few  of  the  above  persons,  however,  became  settlers 
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on  the  lauds  granted  to  them,  and  most,  either  :>old 
them  or  lost  them  under  the  order  of  the  Colony 
Couii  that,  non-residents  should  surrender  tlieir  grants 
when  leaving;  the  town  of  Plymouth,  in  wliich  the 
granted  lands  were  situated.  A  few  other  grants  of 
a  similar  character  were  made  by  the  court  in  the 
above  territory,  but  when  permanent  settlers  suuglit 
lauds  they  received  their  titles  from  the  town  of 
Plymouth  by  grants  in  open  town-meeting,  and  their 
grants  are  recorded  in  the  town  books.  Thus  in  lUGO 
the  town  grunted  fifty  acres  to  Tliomas  Cushman 
near  the  Winnatuset  Meadows.  In  16(J2  twenty 
acre.s  were  granted  to  John  Rickard  and  twenty  to 
James  Cole,  Jr.,  on  the  north  side  of  Lakenham  ; 
thirty  acres  to  John  Harmon,  at  or  near  Winnatuxet ; 
and  a  parcel  of  land  was  granted  to  John  Dunham  at 
Swan  Hole.  Other  grants  were  made  to  Jonathan 
Shaw,  John  Barrows,  Richard  Cooper,  Adam  Wright, 
Stephen  Bryant,  Samuel  Sturtevant,  Samuel  King, 
Ephraim  Tiukham,  John  Bradford,  Richard  Wright, 
George  Bouuni,  John  Barnes,  Giles  Rickard,  Edward 
Dotey,  and  William  Harlow,  and  among  these  names 
may  be  found  the  names  of  those  who  may  be  con- 
sidered the  first  settlers  of  Plymptou. 

In  lt)D5  the  number  of  families  settled  in  the 
southwestern  section  of  Plymouth  had  increased  to 
about  forty-five,  and  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
attending  public  worship  had  become  so  serious  that 
a  petition  was  sent  to  the  General  Court  for  the  in- 
corporation of  a  new  precinct.  The  only  action 
taken  by  the  town  of  Plymouth,  as  shown  by  the 
records,  is  disclosed  by  the  following  entry  :  "  At  a 
town-meeting  held  at  Plymouth  on  the  15th  of  July, 
1C95,  upon  notice  given  at  said  meeting  that  Mr. 
John  Wadsworth  and  Mr.  Samuel  Sprague  were  to 
come  to  run  a  dividing  line  between  said  town  and 
our  remote  inhabitants  on  the  westernmost  part  of 
said  town,  the  town  made  choice  of  Maj.  Biadford, 
Lieut.  John  Bradford,  Ephraim  Martin,  John  Doty, 
and  James  Warren  to  meet  these  gentlemen  and  to 
request  them  not  to  run  any  line  in  our  township 
until  the  General  Court  are  more  thoroughly  in- 
formed of  our  circumstances  with  reference  to  our 
lands  in  that  part  of  our  township  ;  but  if  those  gen- 
tlemen see  cause  still  to  go  on  in  running  said  line, 
then  to  oppose  them  in  their  proceeding  thereon." 
The  result,  however,  was  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  was  granted,  and  the  following  entry  ap- 
pears in  the  records  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
province  under  date  of  Tuesday,  Nov.  20,  1G93  : 

'*  Upun  perusal  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  this  court, 
appoioted    to  view  the  situation  of  the  remote  iobabitiints  of 
the  wcaterljr  part  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  with  the  nutobei-  of 
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families  there  reaitiiDg,  and  to  propose  a  line  in  order  to  malwiug 
a  division   between  thera  and   the  body  of  :>aid  town  fur  set- 
ting up  the  worship  of  God  in  said  precinct,  and  having  con- 
sidered of  what  was  otfered  by   the  agents   fur  the  said   town 
of  Plymouth.     The  court  do  approve  anJ  allow  of  the  ilivis- 
ional   line  stated   by  the  said  committee,  viz.,  e.xteQding   from 
Jones  River  Pond,  so  called,  unto  Jadutban  Uobbins,  bis  pres- 
ent  dwelling,   with    this    variation  only  so  as  to  leave  out  of 
the  said  line  the  dwellings  of  the  said  Itobbins,  Beuajah  I'ratt, 
John  Pratt,  and  Eleazer  Dunham,  to  make  a  distinct  [>recinct 
for  Betting  up  the  worship  of  God  and  support  of  a  learned  and 
ortbodo.v  inini>try  amongst  themselves,  being  remote  from  tho 
present  place  of  public  worship  in  said  town,  and  do  grant  and 
order  that  all    the  inhabitants,  except  as  aforesaid,  that  are  or 
shall  hereafter  settle  within  the  said  line,  uud  their  lands  and 
estates  lying  there,  shall  stand  charged  towards  the  seltleiucnt 
and  support  of  such  a  ministry  in   manner  as  the  law  rulating 
to  tho  maintenance  and  support  of  ministers  doth  direct  and 
provide,  and  to  be  assessed  thereto  by  two  or  more  assessors,  as 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  elected  and  appointed  by  the  major 
part  of  eaid  inhabitants  for  that  {)Ui'pose,  which  said  inhabi- 
tants may  also  nominate  and  appoint  a  collector  to  gather  and 
pay  in  the  same  as  by  order,  under  the  hand:^  uf  such  assessors, 
shall   be  directed,  provided,  nevertheless,  that   all   lands  lying 
within   the  said  precinct    belonging  to  other  persons  in  said 
town  not  inhabiting   there  shall  he  free  from  all  such  a:)sess- 
ments,  and  not  st^ind  charged  towards  the  support  of  the  min- 
istry in  said  place,  nor  shall  any  lands  belonging  to  any  of  .■'aid 
inhabitants  lying  in  parts  of  tho  town  be  charged  towards  the 
support  of  the  ministry  at  the  town,  and  that  all  the  wood  and 
timber  being  or  growing  within  the  said  jirecinct  shall  remain 
and   continue  to  the  use  of  the  commoners  or  proprietors  as 
formerly,  and  do  further  order  that  wherein,  and  so  suon  as  the 
inhabitants  of  said  precinct  shall  have  procured  a  learned  and 
orthodox  minister  to  preach  the  word  of   God  among  them, 
they  shall  be  freed  and  exempt  from  paying  towanis  the  sup- 
port of  the  ministry  at  the  town,  and  for  so  long  time  as  they 
shall  enjoy  and  have  such  a  minister  continued  with  them." 

After  the  incorporation  of  the  new  precinct  called 
the  Western  Precinct  of  Plymouth,  David  Bosworth 
was  chosen  clerk,  and  Isaac  Cushman  was  engaged  to 
supply  the  pulpit.  After  preaching  three  years,  Mr. 
Cushman  was  ordained,  Oct.  27, 1698,  and  probably  be- 
fore that  time  a  meeting-house  was  built.  This  house 
stood  on  the  southerly  end  of  the  green  opposite  to 
the  old  lane,  which  leads  east  by  the  house  of  Wil- 
liam S.  Soule,  and,  in  1714,  when  a  new  meeting- 
house was  built,  it  was  sold  to  Benjamin  Soule  and 
converted  into  a  barn  after  its  removal  to  his  farm. 
It  had  no  steeple,  and  had  a  gable  on  each  side  with 
valleys  running  from  the  centre  of  the  roof  to  each 
corner.  Mr.  Cushman,  the  first  minister  at  Plymp- 
ton,  was  the  son  of  Elder  Thomas  Cuahman,  of 
Plymouth,  and  was  born  in  1G48.  He  married  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Giles  Rickard,  in  1G75,  and  died 
on  the  21st  of  October,  1732.  He  continued  his 
ministry  until  his  death,  and  was  buried  in  the  old 
Plympton  burial-ground,  where  his  grave-stone  still 
stands.  His  house  stood  on  the  high  ground,  near 
the  easterly  end  of  a  small  piece  of  ti-esh  meadow,  the 
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water  from  wliich  runs  across  the  road  about  forty 
rods  north  of  the  burial-ground.  The  first  recorded 
precinct  meeting  was  held  iu  January,  1701. 

In  1701-2  an  important  action  was  taken   by  the 
town  of  Plymoutii,  of  which  Plympton  was  then  a 
part,  with   regard   to   the   common   lands  within   the 
town.     In   that  year  a  list  of  proprietors  or  freemen 
williin  the  town  was  prepared,  two  hundred  and  one 
iu    number.     To   each  of  these  proprietors  a  thirty- 
acre  lot  was  granted,  and  in  the  following  year  it  was 
voted  that  all  the  remaining  ungranted  lands  lying 
about  the  village,  within  a  tract  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
square,  should   be   held  by  the  town  in  its  municipal 
capacity.     All  the  common   lands  ungranted  outside 
of  this  tract  were  surrendered  to  the  two  hundred  and 
one  proprietors  as  ati  association  of  individuals  dis- 
tinct from   the  town.      In   December,  1704,  the  pro- 
prietors  organized  and   chose  Thomas   Faunce  tlieir 
clerk.      Proprietors'  books  were  opened,  in  which  rec- 
ords of  meclings  and  grants  of  land  were  kept  as  long 
as  any  ungianted   lands   remained.      Rossiter  Cotton, 
the    last    clerk,    was    chosen    March    31,    1790,   and 
during  his  incumbeuey,  iu  the  early  part  of  this  cen- 
tury, the  books  were  closed.     These  records  are  con- 
tained  in  two  volumes,  which   are   deposited  in  the 
town  house  at  Plymouth.     Copies  of  these  two  vol- 
umes, bound  in  one,  are  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
register  of  deeds  for  Plymouth  County.     In  January, 
1704-5,  the   association  granted   to   each   member  a 
twenty-acre  lot,  and  soon  alter  a  sixty-acre   lot.     In 
1703  they  granted  to  certain  individuals,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  sheep-pasture,  a   tract  of  land    three  miles 
square,  the  centre  of  which  W;i3  at  the  head  of  Cobb's 
meadow.     The  .southeasterly  boundary  of  this  tract 
was  a  little  north  of  the  South  Meadow  road,  and  the 
northwest  within    the  limits  of  the   present  towns  of 
Plympton    and    Kingston.      The    sheep-pasture    was 
afterwards  abandoned,  and  in  the  mean  tinie  Plymp- 
ton and  Kingston  having  been   incorporated,  a  claim 
of  joint  ownership  of  the  land   was  made  by  these 
towns.    A  long  and  spirited  controversy  ensued,  which 
re:)Ulted  iu  the  establishment  of  the  claim  of  Plymouth 
to  the  sole  ownership,  and  from  time  to  time  tracts  of 
land  were  sold  until  the  whole  was  disposed  of. 

After  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Plympton 
the  proprietors  were  known  as  the  Plymouth  and 
Plympton  proprietors.  In  1705  all  the  swamps  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  proprietors  were  divided  into 
thirty-nine  lots,  which  were  subdivided  into  shares 
and  distributed  among  the  proprietors  by  lot.  The 
proprietors'  records  contain  a  description  of  these  lots 
and  the  names  of  those  to  whom  the  shares  fell.  The 
first  eighteen  of  these  lots  were  in  the  South  Meadow; 


the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  were  near  the  Wareham 
line;   the  twenty-first  was  at  Swau  Hole;  the  twenty- 
second   included   Doty's  cedar  swamp  and   four  small 
swamps  in  its  neighborhood  ;  the  twenty-third  included 
Cobb's  Swamp;  the  twenty-fourth,  Blackwater  Swamp, 
in  Kingston;  the  twenty-fifth,  the  Jones  lliver  Swamp  ; 
the   twenty-sixth,   Bearce's  swamp,   iu    Halifax  ;    the 
twenty-seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth,  Colchester  Swamp, 
in   Plympton  ;   the  thirtieth   and  thirty-first,  Turkey 
Swamp,    in    Plymptou  ;    the    thirty-second    included 
three  lots,  one  at   the  north   end  of  Turkey  Swamp, 
one  at  Monponset  Meadows,  and  the  third  at  Pimpkin 
Bridge,  in  Halifax  ;  the  thirty-third,  fuurtli,  and  tifth, 
on    Monponset   Neck,  in    Halifax;    the    thirty-sixth, 
seventh,  and   eighth,   in   King's  swamp,   in    Halifax; 
and  the  thirty-ninth   adjoined   Monponset  Pond,  also 
in    Halifax.      In    1710   the    remainder  of   the    lauils. 
containing  thirty   thousand  acres,  were  divided   into 
ten   great  lots,   and   from    time   to   time   distributed. 
The  first  of  these  lots  extended  from  the  West  Ponds 
and   the  South   Meadow  road,  eight   miles,  to  Ware- 
liam  ;  the  next  seven,  between  the  first  lot  and  I  fall- 
way  Pond  River;   the  ninth  is  bounded  by  the  .Mast 
road,  Half-way  Pond,  Long  Pond,  the  Heiriug  Path, 
and    the    Sandwich    road;    and    the    tenth   lies    east 
and  west  of   the  Sandwich  road   below  the   Herring 
Path.     Plans  of  the  ten  great  lots  and  of  the  South 
Meadow  swamp-lots  are  deposited  in  the   Plymouth 
Registry  of  Deeds. 

Ou  the  14th  of  January,  1706,  Elkanah  Cushman, 
Benjamin  Soule,  Benoni  Lucas,  and  Isaac  Cu.>ihtuan 
were  appointed  by  the  precinct  their  agents  to  secure 
a  township,  and  in  the  same  year  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Court  of  the  province,  praying 
that  the  precinct  might  be  incorporated  as  a  separate 
township.  A  request  was  also  submitted  to  the  town 
of  Plymouth  to  assent  to  their  petition.  The  records 
of  that  town  state  that,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1700, 
"  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  upper  .lociety 
in  the  .said  township,  to  be  u  township  by  themselves 
was  discussed,  but  none  of  their  agents  appearing  to 
move  for  it,  and  the  town  discerning  a  coldness  in 
their  prosecution  of  the  matter,  the  town  voted  that 
the  town-clerk  should  signify  to  them,  as  they  dis- 
cerned in  them  a  coldness  to  prosecute  the  matter, 
the  town  were  not  willing  to  thrust  them  away,  but 
were  as  indiffereut  as  they  in  the  matter."  The 
action  of  the  town  indicated  no  opposition  to  the 
scheme,  and  when  further  pressed  by  the  agents  of 
the  Western  Precinct,  the  town  voted,  on  tlie  3d  ot' 
March,  1707,  "that  they  con.sent  that  they  be  a 
town,  according  to  their  petition,  with  this  proviso, 
that  whatsoever  real  estate   ratable  doth   now  belong 
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to,  and  is,  or  shall  be,  improved  by  any  io  the  old 
town,  eitiier  by  himself  or  tenant,  during  their  livinjj; 
here,  shall  be  rated  here,  notwithstanding  their  being 
a  town,  and  so  the  like  of  any  estate  that  belongeth 
to  any  of  them  that  iieth  in  the  old  town  of  Plymouth, 
to  be  rated  to  them,  they  or  their  tenants  improving 
it  as  aforesaid." 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1707,  the  following  court-order 
w:is  passed : 

'•  timt  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  tract  of 
lunJ  in  the  aoutb\vci>terly  purt  of  the  town?hip  of  I'lyiiiuuth, 
Ijiayiii;^  to  hiive  tho  grant  and  privileged  ol'  a  town,  having  ob- 
tained ii  vote  of  the  town  of  Plymouth  for  the  same  witli  an 
addition  of  sundry  families,  ordered  that  a  townshi|)  be  gnintcd 
to  the  petitionera  to  bti  called  Plyutpton,  according  to  tho  phit 
thereof  exhibited,  viz.,  beginning  at  the  western  corner-bouud 
of  Plyuioutb  township  where  it  meets  with  Uridguwater  line, 
and  frum  theiiuo  tUo  southwesterly  side  thereof  is  bimnded  by 
the  line  between  Plyuiuulh  and  Middleboro'  until  it  meets  with 
the  bounds  of  Rochester  unto  the  place  where  the  aaid  lino 
crosses  the  river  called  Wankonquag  Uiver,  and  from  thencu 
the  ^uutheastcrly  cud  thereof  is  bounded  by  the  said  Wankon- 
quag Kivcr  up  stream  unto  two  pine-trees  set  near  together, 
each  of  theui  marked  V  L,  standing  in  the  swampy  ground  about 
five  poles  to  the  north  of  a  broad  spring  hole  at  the  head  of  >aid 
Wankonquag  Kivcr,  and  from  llicncc  the  northeast  aide  tlicreof 
ruuiii-tli  northwest  a  quarter  of  a  point  westerly  about  live  miles 
and  a  lialf  and  lifty  pules  to  a  black-oak  tree  marked  1*  L,  statnl- 
ing  by  the  south  side  of  the  southerly  road  from  Plymouth  to 
Middleboro*,  and  from  thence  north  seven  degrees  westerly 
four  miles  to  a  black-oak  marked  P  L,  standing  on  the  south 
side  of  the  road  from  Plymouth  to  Bridgewater,  and  from  thence 
northwest  two  degrees  northerly  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  sixty- 
two  ]>oles  to  the  northerly  tine  of  said  Plymouth  township  at 
the  place  where  the  river  runneth  out  of  the  pond  called  Jones' 
River  Pond,  and  from  thence  the  northerly  end  thereof  is 
bouniled  by  said  Plymouth  town-line  unto  the  westerly  corner- 
bouml  thereof  first  mentioned,  the  petitioners  to  pay  all  the 
taxes  iia  part  of  the  town  of  Plymouth  as  formerly  until  March 
next." 

No  record  exists,  nor  has  any  reliable  tradition  come 
down  to  us,  concerning  the  origin  of  the  name  which 
was  giveu  to  the  new  town.  Id  the  absence  of  these 
it  is  natural  to  turn  to  the  old  country,  from  whence 
so  many  New  England  names  were  derived,  and  to 
look  there  for  its  source.  About  five  miles  from  old 
Plymouth  iu  England  is  a  town  bearing  the  name  of 
PlymptOD,  once  of  some  importance  and  a  considera- 
ble market  town.  It  is  now  a  somewhat  decayed 
borough,  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  ancient  guild  hall 
containing  a  portrait  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  who 
Was  a  native  of  the  town.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
one  or  more  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  town,  which 
is  the  subject  of  this  narrative,  may  have  been  natives 
of  that  ancient  borough.  If  such  were  not  the  case, 
it  is  possible  that  the  proximity  of  the  borough  to  the 
old  English  town  may  have  suggested  a  name  for  a 
town,  which  bore  to  Plymouth  in  New  Engiand 
nearly  the  same  geographical  relation. 


As  the  act  incorporating  the  town  of  Kingston  not 
only  illustrates  an  event  in  the  history  of  Plympton, 
but  has  an  appropriate  place  in  a  history  of  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  of  which  this  narrative  is  ;l 
part,  its  insertion  in  these  pages  needs  no  apology. 
It  was  passed  on  the  16th  of  June,  1720,  and  is  as 
follows : 

"Whereas,  the  town  of  Plymouth,  within  the  county  of 
'  Plymouth,  is  of  great  extent  for  length,  and  lies  cniiimo>liously 
;  for  two  townships,  and  the  North  precinct  theruuf  being  of  late 
'  sufficiently  filled  with  inhabitants,  who  labor  under  great  dilli- 
I  cultics  on  several  accounts,  and  have  tlierefon?  addrc:'se(l  tlit- 
I  court  that  tboy  may  be  aetotf  a  distinct  and  separate  town::'hip. 
j    it  is  liereby  enacted,  Ac, 

i  "That  all  lands  lying  within  the  said  North  precinct  in 
[  Plymouth  aforesaid,  particularly  described  and  bounded  by  au 
I  order  of  court  passed  at  the  present  session,  be  and  hereby  are 
j   set  olT  and  constituted   a  separate   township  by  tlie  name  ot 

Kingston,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  township  be 
I  vested  with  the  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  that  tlie  in- 
I  liabitants  of  any  town  of  this  province  by  law  are  or  ought  to  be 
i  vested  with:  Providefi,  that  nothing  in  thi.-  act  contained  shall 
!  be  construed,  deemed,  judged,  or  intended  to  himlcr  or  prcju- 
I  dice  the  right  and  interest  of  all  or  any  persons  what::oever  in 
'   any  of  the  common  and  undivided  lands  uithin  the  town^s  of 

Plymouth  and  Kingston  aforesaid,  but  the  s:imc  .-liall  remain 
'  as  heretofore ;  Provided  aUo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
I  town  of  Kingston  shall  be  liable  and  subject  ( notwitliistauding 
[  there  being  set  otf  and  constituted  a  township  as  aforesaid)  ti^ 
'  pay  their  proportion  of  all  province,  county,  and  town  rates 
^  for  this  present  year  in  the  towns  to  which  they  respectively 
'    belonged,  and  shall  bo  accordingly  assessed   in  &uch   towns  in 

the  same  manner  as  they  would  have  been  if  this  act  had  never 

been  made,  anything  hereinbefore  conUiiued  to  the  contrary 
i   notwithstanding." 

I  The  above  act  is  printed  as  one  of  tlie  province 

■  laws,  and  does   not  seem  to  recite   the  annexation  of 

I  any  part  of  Plympton  to  the  new  town.      An   order 

I  of  court,  however,  to  which  the  act  refers,  which  was 

;  passed  on  the  2d  of  June,  two  weeks  previously,  de- 

j  scribes  the  boundaries  of  the  new  town,  and  includes 

I  within  them  thirteen  hundred  and  six  acres  of  its 
neighbor's  territory.    As  a  supplement  to  the  act,  the 

I  order  is  also  inserted  as  follows: 

'  *'  In  CouDCti  ordered  that  the  bounds  of  the  North  precintc 
in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  intended  to  be  erected  iuto  a  town- 
ship by  the  name  of  Kingston,  shall  be  as  followctb  ;  that  is  to 

**  Beginning  at  a  heap  of  stones  above  the  highway,  being  the 
bounds  between  the  lands  of  John  Sturtevaut  and  the  land^ 
which  did  belong  to  Joseph  Sturtevant,  deceased;  and  from 
thence  the  line  between  the  two  precincts  iu  Plymoutli  to  run 
North  45i  degrees  East  down  to  the  salt  bay  ;  and  fruui  thence 
on  the  same  course  to  Duxbury  town  tine;  and  then  from  the 
first-mentioned  heap  of  stones  South  about  46A  degrees  west  up 
into  the  woods  to  a  great  remarkable  rock  commonly  calk-d 
Nick's  Hock  by  the  Southeast  side  of  a  cartway  ;  and  from 
thence  on  the  same  oourse  one  hundred  and  forty-four  rods  to 
a  stake  set  in  the  ground  and  other  stones  laid  about  it  by  the 
northwest  side  of  said  cartway  \  and  from  thence  south  67  dc- 
"rees  west  unto  two  red>oak  trees  marked  with   stones  about 
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thciii  in  the  line  of  Plymptoii  townslii|>  by  llic  Northwest  aide 
of  the  olil  i;ountry  road  thiit  leads  from  Plymouth  town  to  Mid- 
dlcboio'  and  the  line  between  Plymptuii  and  Plymouth  North 
Precinct  north  about  7  de;,'ree=i  west  unto  a  great  black-oak 
formerly  marked  by  the  southeast  aide  of  a  roadway  near  the 
hill  called  Brewers'  Hill,  the  said  tree  being  a  former  bound  of 
Plympton  townshi|i;  and  from  thence  North  47i  degrees  West 
about  4U8  rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  on  a  cleft  rock  ;  and  from 
thence  north  ab.>ut  5  degrees  we.-t  about  2-.'S  rods  to  a  long  stonu 
set  in  the  ground  and  other  stones  laid  about  it  about  :;  rods  to 
the  westward  of  the  old  cellar  which  Wiis  Thomas  Shurtlell's  ;  and 
from  thence  North  :1  degrees  West  about  a  mile  and  forty-two 
rods  to  the  west  corner-bound  of  the  land  which  did  belong  unto 
Peter  West,  deceased,  being  a  (line-tree  marked  by  Jones  River 
pond;  and  from  thence  over  said  pon.l  North  S  degrees  West 
unto  the  South  corncr-liound  of  Jonathan  Crocker;  and  from 
tbeoce  between  the  said  North  precinct  and  the  town  of  Pem. 
broke  North  about  4:j  degrees  East  about  1U7  rods  by  the  range 
of  the  said  Crocker's  land  unto  the  North  corner  of  the  UOth 
lot  which  now  belongetli  unto  William  Cook;  and  from  thence 
East  unto  the  Northwest  corner  of  Elnalhan  Fisk ;  and  from 
thence  by  tlie  range  of  the  said  lot,  being  in  number  the  127th 
lot,  East  Southeast  unto  the  Northeast  corner  of  said  lot  at  the 
brook  called  sign  brook  ;  and  froui  thence  the  said  Hue  between 
the  said  North  precinct  and  the  town  of  Duxbory  to  run  iu  a 
straight  line  to  the  ancient  corner  bound  between  the  towns  of 
Plymcmlh  i  Duxbury,  beiug  a.  heap  of  stones  by  a  white-oak 
tree  marked  to  the  Northward  of  the  brook  called  Mile  Brook; 
and  from  thence  by  the  bounds  between  Duxbury  and  Plym- 
outh until  it  come  down  to  the  bayj  and  from  theuce  by  the 
Duxbury  line  over  the  bay  until  it  meet  with  the  lino  first 
mentioned." 

But  these  boundaries,  cooiprehentling  an  area  of 
thirty-six  thousand  five  liundred  and  six  acres,  have 
been  so  many  limes  changed  and  circuinsciibed  lliat 
at  litis  day  lite  territory  of  the  town  has  bc-eu  reduced 
to  eiiiht  thousand  six  liundred  and  thirty-four  acres, 
or  about  thirteen  sciuare  miles.  The  first  change  was 
made  in  172li,  when  thirteen  hundred  and  six  acres 
were  annexed  to  the  new  town  of  Kinj;ston,  incor- 
poralcd  in  that  year. 

The  next  change  was  made  in  1734,  when  five 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres  were 
taken  by  the  act  incorporating  the  town  of  Halifax, 
and  made  a  part  of  the  new  town.  By  the  provisions 
of  tliat  act  a  few  iuhabitanls,  with  their  estates  within 
the  area  annexed  to  Halifax,  were  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  the  act,  and  consequently  remained  in 
Plympton.  These  exceptions  left  on  the  line  between 
Plympton  and  Halifax  two  protuberances,  irregular 
in  shape,  and  bounded  by  various  courses,  into  the 
an-lcs  of  which  the  Halifax  lines  fitted  like  parts  of 
a  geographical  dissecting  map.  One  of  these  protuber- 
ances, contaiuiug  about  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  acres,  was  removed  by  its  annexation  lo 
Halifax  by  an  act  of  tlie  General  Court,  March  IG, 
1831,  and  the  other  by  a  readjustment  of  the  line 
between  Halifax  and  Plympton,  under  an  act  passed 
Feb.   6,    1863.      The    readjusted   line   begins   at  an 


angle  in  the  line  of  the  town  of  Middleboro',  at  a 
stone  monument  marked  M.  P.  H. ;  theuce  ruiiuing, 
as  the  needle  now  points,  north  ihirty-lwo  dcTces, 
west  fifty-three  rods,  to  a  stone  monument  marked 
P  H,  standing  in  Nathan  Fuller's  field;  thetice  tiuitli 
fifty-seven  degrees,  forty-five  luiuutes,  east  six  liun- 
dred and  seventeen  rods,  to  a  stone  monument  marked 
P  H,  standing  where  once  was  Adam's  Hock  ;  thetice 
the  same  course,  two  hundred  and  seveutyfouf  rods, 
to  a  stone  monument  marked  P  II,  staiiJitig  un 
Turkey  Island,  so  called  ;  thence  north  twetity-lour 
degrees,  thirty  minutes  east,  two  hundred  and  .-eveiity- 
six  rods,  to  a  stone  monument  marked  P  11,  statiJiiig 
at  the  northerly  end  of  a  wall ;  theuce  north  forty- 
three  degrees,  twenty  minutes  east,  three  liutuhed 
and  forty-eight  rods,  to  a  stone  moniitiient  maiked 
P  H,  standing  on  the  margin  of  Jones  River  Pond  ; 
thence  northerly  to  a  stone  monument  marked  P  P  II, 
standing  on  Widgeon  Point,  so  called,  at  an  atigle  of 
the  line  of  the  town  of  Pembroke. 

The  act  incorporating  the  town  of  Halifax  pas=ed 
July  4,  1731,  having  the  same  bearing  in  this  narra- 
tive as  that  incorporating  Kingston,  is  inserted  as 
follows  : 

•*  Whereas  the  lands  situate  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  North 
Precinct  in  Plympton,  the  northerly  part  of  the  East  Precinct 
in  Middleboro',  and  the  southerly  part  of  the  town  of  Pem- 
broke, is  competently  tilled  with  inhabitants  who  are  desirous 
to  be  sett  otT  a  distinct  and  separate  town,  and  that  they  may 
be  vested  with  all  the  [towers  and  privileges  of  a  tu\vii,  be  it 
enacted,  &.c. 

'*  That  all  the  lands  lying  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  North 
Precinct  iu  Plympton,  the  northerly  part  of  the  I'^ast  i'recinct 
of  Aliddleboro',  and  the  southerly  part  of  the  town  of  Peuibroke, 
as  hereafter  bounded  and  described,  be  and  hereby  is  set  oil  and 
constituted  a  separate  township  by  the  name  of  Halifax.  The 
bounds  of  said  township  to  bo  as  followeth,  viz.  :  Uegmning  at 
a  white-oak  tree  marked  on  four  sides  standing  on  the  bank  of 
Uridgewater  Itivcr,  being  the  northwest  corner-bound  of  a  lot 
of  lantl  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Standish  ;  thence  the  bounds 
iu  Middleboro',  extending  north  7y  degrees  east  74  roils  to  a  red- 
oak  marked  on  four  sides,  which  is  the  northeast  corner  of  said 
Standish's  land;  thence  south  Ifi  degrees  east  about  111)  rods 
to  a  maple  standing  near  Standish's  house;  thenco  north  22  de- 
grees east  260  rods  to  a  white-oak  marked  on  four  sides  ;  theiico 
north  10  degrees  east  Itit  rods  to  a  white-oak  formerly  marked 
on  the  southerly  side  of  the  Uridgewater  Road  ;  thence  north 
12  degrees  east  lUl  rods  to  u  stone  standing  in  the  Uridgewater 
line  on  tbe  south  side  of  Seatucket  Brook,  so-called,  it  being  a 
corner-bound  between  the  towns  of  Plympton  and  Pembroke  ; 
theuce  the  bounds  iu  Pembroke  extending  north  20  degrees  east 
by  a  range  of  marked  trees  in  the  Bridgewater  line  701  rods  to 
a  smalt  ash. tree  formerly  marked  60.70  standing  in  a  narrow 
swamp,  being  the  northwest  corner-bound  of  tbe  tlOtli  lot  in  the 
majors  purchase  ;  thence  south  07)  degrees  east  lliO  pules  to  a 
white-oak  tree  marked  tfU.70  standing  in  the  cedar  swamp  range  ; 
thence  south  about  2il  degrees  east,  through  the  cedar  swamp, 
about  61 2  rods  to  tbe  mouth  of  Mouponset  Pond  ;  froni  thence  east 
one-half  degree  north  about  67  1  rods  to  a  white-oak  tree  marked 
on  four  sides  standing  by  a  corner  of  Jones  River  Pond,  a  little 
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to  the  northward  of  a  run  of  water;  thence  bounded  by  t^iiid 
nonil  until  it  meet:)  with  a  tine  extending  from  a  large  Bplit  rock 
III  Turkey  Swuuip^  a  little  to  the  southward  of  thebridge,  north 
30  degrees  east  unto  the  said  pond;  thence  extending  in  Plymp- 
ton  ^outh  3(1  degrees  we?t  about  460  rods  unto  the  aforesaid  rock 
in  Turkey  Swamp;  from  thence  south  63*  degrees  west  394  rods 
to  Adam's  Rock,  so-calle.l, standing  on  the  west  side  of  a  high- 
way that  leads  from  Mr.  John  Waterman's  to  Plympton  Mcet- 
ing-house;  thence  south  50  west  610  rods  to  Middleboro'  town- 
line  40  rods  southeastward  from  Mr.  Ebenezer  Fuller's  bouse; 
tbencu  in  said  town-line  south  •'i3i  degrees  cast  50  rods;  from 
theucc  through  Middlcboro's  extending  south  60  degrees  west 
200  rods;  from  thence  north  SOA  degrees  west  60  rods  to  a  small 
bwamp  birch  standing  on  tlic  west  side  of  Raven  liruok ;  and 
thence  still  north  601  degrees  west  .".S3  rods  to  a  brook  at  the 
upper  corner  of  Kbenezei'  Cobb's  land,  and  still  on  the  same 
point  in  range  about  2'JO  rods  to  Bridgowatur  ttivcr,  below  the 
mouth  of  Winnutuxct  River;  and  from  thence  by  said  Bridge- 
water  Uivcr  to  the  bounds  tirst  mentioned. 

'■  .\nd  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  land  before  bounded  and 
described  be,  and  hereby  are,  invested  with  the  ]iower.<i,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities  that  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  towns 
within  the  province  are  or  ought  bylaw  to  be  vested  with; 
Provided,  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Ilalifa.x  do, 
within  the  space  of  two  years  from  the  publication  of  this  act, 
settle  a  learned,  orthodox  minister,  and  provide  for  his  honora- 
ble support  among  them,  and  likewise  provide  a  sehoolma.'ster  to 
instruct  their  youth  in  reading  and  writing;  only  ilia  to  be 
undcrsliiod  that  the  land  of  Dr.  Polycarpus  Loring,  adjoining 
to  bia  dwelling-house,  and  the  lands  lying  on  the  fuutheasterly 
side  of  the  land  that  the  North  precinct  voted  to  the  petitioners 
the  3id  of  June,  1734,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Ebenezer  Standisb, 
Zechariah  Standisli,  Zechariah  Soule,  Jabez  Newland,  Ignatius 
Loring,  .Samuel  Bryant,  Joseph  Phinney,  Nathaniel  Bryant, 
John  Battles,  and  their  families,  dwelling  within  tho  bounds  of 
said  township,  shall  still  be  and  remain  to  the  aforesaid  town  of 
Plymjiton.  Nothing  in  this  uot  shall  be  construed  or  understood 
to  excuse  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Plympton, 
Middleboro',  and  Pembioke,  petitioners  respectively,  from 
paying  their  proportionable  parts  of  all  former  taxes,  and  also 
the  priiportionato  tax  that  shall  he  laid  on  the  said  towns  for 
the  current  year." 

Still  aiiotlier  change  was  made  by  the  incorporation 
of  the  town  of  Carver,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1790,  which 
took  a  further  area  of  twenty  thousand  and  scventy-6ve 
acres  from. the  territory  of  the  old  town.  The  move- 
uient  resulting  in  tlie  incorporation  of  tliis  town  began 
a.s  early  as  June  3,  1731,  when  Joiin  Carver  and 
sundry  otiier  inhabitants  of  the  soutiiern  part  of  tlie 
town  of  Plympton  sent  a  petition  to  tiie  General 
Court  .sliowiiig  that  tlie  said  town  is  of  groat  length 
(though  narrow),  and  so  filled  with  inhabitants  as  to 
allow  of  two  lueetiug-houses  and  luini.sters,  and  that 
the  ]iotitiouers  have  been  put  to  great  difficulties  and 
exp(.iises  iu  attending  on  the  public  worship  of  God 
by  reason  of  the  remoteness  of  the  meeting-housis, 
and,  therefore,  praying  that  the  town  may  be  divided 
into  two  precincts  by  the  bounds  either  of  the  two  con- 
btablcricks,  or  of  the  two  military  companies  in  the 
said  town,  and  that  the  ministers  be  maintained  by  a 
general   tax  of  the  whole  town.     A  committee   was 


appointed  by  the  court  to  perambulate  and  view  the 
premises,  and  on  the  16th  of  March,  1731/2,  the 
committee  reported  through  its  chairman,  William 
Clarke,  that  "  they  repaired  to  the  town  of  Plymp- 
ton aud  perambulated  and  carefully  viewed  the  lands 
petitioned  to  be  a  township  or  precinct  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  towu  of  Plympton,  after  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  town  appeared,  whose  allegations  for 
and  against  the  prayer  of  the  petition  we  fully  heard 
and  considered,  and  upon  the  whole  are  of  opinion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  the  petitioners 
paying  one-third  part  of  the  aged  and  Rev.  Isaac 
Cushman's  salary  during  his  life,  as  it  ;ippears  to  us 
they  are  one-third  part  of  the  ratable  estates  of  said 
town."  This  report  was  read  in  Council,  and  it  was 
"  ordered  that  this  report  be  accepted,  and  that  the 
petitioners  with  their  estates  and  families  be  set  off  a 
scpamte  precinct  by  the  following  boundaries,  viz.  : 
beginning  at  the  line  of  Plymouth  or  Kingston,  where 
a  west  line  from  thence  will  strike  the  head  of  An- 
nasnappit  Brook,  and  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the 
north  aide  of  the  land  of  Jabez  Eddy,  where  he  now 
dwells,  and  from  thence  on  the  same  range  to  the  line 
of  Middleboro',  and  so  home  to  Rochester,  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  precinct  be  vested  with 
all  the  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  that  other 
precincts  within  the  province  do  or  by  law  ought  to 
enjoy."  It  was  also  ordered  that  "  Edmund  Tilson, 
Isaac  Nye,  Elisha  Weston,  Eleazer  Cushinan,  Eleazer 
Rickard,  and  Ephraim  Tilson  be  and  remain  to  the 
old  precinct,  according  to  their  petition,  and  until  tlie 
further  order  of  this  court,  and  also  that  the  minis- 
terial lands  belonging  to  the  old  town  shall  still  solely 
remain  to  them,  and  the  new  precinct  to  have  none  of 
the  i.ssues  and  profits  thereof." 

The  papers  presented  to  the  court  in  aid  of  the  new 
precinct  show  that  the  following  persons  were  then 
the  residents  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  : 


Abiol  Shurtloff. 
John  Carver. 
Samuel  Lucas. 
Tbcopbilus  Crocker. 
Elisba  Lucas. 
Joseph  Pratt,  Jr. 
Jabez  Eddy. 
Ichabod  Shurtleff. 
Jacob  Duten. 
Edward  Washburn. 
Samuel  Barrows. 
Jabez  Pratt. 
James  Shaw. 
Joseph  Cole. 
John  Rubbins. 
Joseph  Barnes. 
Joseph  Lucas. 
John  Sburtleff. 


Samuel  Shaw. 
Benjamin  Wood. 
Peleg  Barrows. 
David  Sburtkir. 
Uicbard  Dwelly. 
John  Dolcn. 
Eleazer  Jackson. 
Bcauni  Sh.-iw. 
George  Barrt>ws. 
AbicI  Crocker. 
Barnaba.s  ShurtletT. 
Muses  Burrows. 
John  Cole. 
Jcduthan  Rubbins. 
Jonathan  .Shaw. 
John  Weston. 
John  Doten,  Jr. 
Samuel  Ransom. 
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SiiUluel  SburtluU'. 
Ecnjatuin  Pratt. 
]i;iiiso[u  Jack^oD. 
Timothy  Tilson. 
Jicnajab  Pratt. 
Muoci  Eildy. 
JunatbaD  Sbavv. 


Jubn  Sbow. 
Baruabus  Wood, 
Natlianicl  .■VtwuoJ. 
Ebenezer  Hansom. 
Jabez  Eddy,  Jr. 
Isaac  Waterraau. 


Tlie=e  uames  are  still  familiar  ones  in   that  part  of 
the   tuwii   of    Plyuipton   which   is   now  Carver,  aud 
those  who  bore  them   may  be  considered   the  fathers 
of  that  towu.     Jlost  of  those  who  bore  the  names  of 
Cuahmau,    Sturtevaut,    Standish,    Bosworth,   Water- 
man,  Luriu;^,   Cushiuj;,  Wrii;ht,    Bradford,  Thomas, 
Perkiii.s,   ijamp.-ioii,    Churchill,   Harlow,   and    Bryant 
remained  iu  the  old  precinct.     These  were   all  vener- 
able   names.      Kobert    Cushmau,  who    came    in    the 
•'  L'orlane"  in  1G21,  aud  left  with  Governor  Bradford 
his  sou,  Thomas,  then  a  boy  of  fourteen  years  of  age ; 
Samuel  Sturtevant,  who   appeared   in   Plymouth  as 
early  as  1643;  Miles  Standish,  of  the  "  Mayflower;" 
Benjamin  Bosworth.  who  came  from  England  in  16o4 
to    Hiiigham,  and   afterwards   to   Plymouth  ;   Robert 
Watermau,  of    Plymouth,   in    IGoS ;    Thomas    Lor- 
iug,  who  came  from  Asminster,  England,  in   1635, 
and  settled  in  Hingham  ;  William  Wright,  who  came 
to   Plymouth   in   the  "  Fortune"   in    1621  ;   William 
Bradlbrd,  of  the  "  Mayflower  ;"  William  Thomas,  who 
settled  in  Plymouth  in  1636,  and  afterwards  in  Marsh- 
field  ;    Abraham    Perkins,  who  settled    in   Hampton 
before  1639;  Abraham  Sampson,  who  came  over  in 
1629;  John  Churchill,  of  Plymouth,  in  1643;  Wil- 
liam   Harlow,  of  Lynn,  in    1637,  and  afterwards  of 
Plymouth  ;  and  John  Bryant,  who  settled   in   Plym- 
outh before  1636,  were  their  ancestors,  and  few  towns 
have  retained  down  to  the  present  generation  so  much 
of  the  Pilgrim  blood  unadulterated  by  the  admixture 
of  foreign  elements. 

But  the  descendants  of  those  who  had  secured  the 
incorporation  of  the  South  Precinct  of  Plympton 
discovered  that  a  mere  parochial  separation  failed  to 
meet  their  convenience  and  necessities.  In  1790  a 
suceea.>ful  eti'ort  was  made  to  obtain  an  act  of  incor- 
poration as  a  separate  township,  and  on  the  9th  of 
June  in  that  year  the  following  act  was  pas.sed, 
providing  2 

•'I'bat  (be  lands  bcrcaftcr  described,  viz.:  bcgiuniuj^  at  tbe 
wviit  line  uf  tbe  town  of  Kin^aton  ;  tbcnco  running  west  so  as 
to  :9trilve  the  bead  of  Auoisnappet  lirook,  so  ealled;  tbeaeecun- 
tinuio;:;  tbe  satue  course  on  a  straight  line  to  the  north  .side  of 
the  land  of  James  Vauj^ban  ;  tbcnco  the  same  course  to  the  line 
of  the  town  of  jMiddleboro'  (it  being  the  dividing  line  between 
tbe  North  and  Soulb  Precincts  iu  the  said  town  of  Plympton)  ; 
thence  on  the  lino  of  the  said  town  of  Middlcboro'  tilt  it  comes 
to  the  line  of  tbe  town  of  Wareham  ;  thence  on  the  line  of  the 
said  town  of  \Varcham  till  it  comes  to  the  line  of  the  town  of 
Kingston  aforesaid  j  tbcnce  on  said  Kingston  line  to  the  brst- 


meotioned  bound,  with  all  the  lobabitaots  dwelling  on  the  lauds 
above  described,  be,  and  they  arc  hereby,  incoriiorated  into  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Carver;  and  tbe  said  town  is  hereby  in- 
vested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  to  which 
towns  within  this  commonwealth  are  or  may  be  entitled,  agiee- 
ablc  to  tbe  constitution  and  laws  of  tbe  commonwealth. 

"That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Carver  ahall  pay 
all  the  arrears  of  taxes  which  have  been  assessed  upon  thcui, 
and  their  proportionable  part  of  the  tax  granted  in  Mureh  la?t, 
together  with  their  proportion  of  all  debts  that  are  now  due 
from  tlie  said  town  of  Plyuiptoo,  and  shall  &up])ort  any  poor 
per:;On  or  persons  who  have  heretofore  been  inhabitants  of  that 
ijart  of  Plympton  which  is  now  Carver  and  shall  not  have  oli- 
taincd  a  legitimate  settlement  clocwhcre  {when  they  become 
chargeable),  and  such  poor  person  or  persons  may  be  returned 
to  the  town  of  Carver  in  tbe  same  way  and  manner  that  paupers 
may  by  law  be  returned  to  the  town  or  distiict  to  which  they 
belong. 

'*That  the  inbabit:\nt3  of  the  said  town  of  Carver  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  their  proportion  of  all  debts  and  monies  due 
to  the  said  town  of  Plympton,  and  also  their  proportionable 
part  of  all  the  laboratory  stores,  and  common  and  undivided 
lands  belonging  to  the  said  town  of  Plympton  agreeably  to  the 
last  State  tax  assessed  upon  the  said  town. 

"That  Ephraim  Spooner,  Est).,  be,  and  be  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  issue  his  warrant  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant, 
requiring  him  to  warn  and  give  notice  to  tbe  inhabitants  of  tbe 
said  town  of  Carver  to  assemble  and  meet  at  some  suitable 
place  in  the  said  town,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to 
choose  all  such  olhcers  aj  towns  are  required  to  choose  at  tlieir 
annual  meetings  in  tbe  months  of  March  or  April  annually." 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1793,  the  following  sup- 
plementary act  was  passed : 

"  Whereas  dibputes  have  arisen  respecting  the  dividing  lino 
between  tbe  towns  of  Plympton  and  Carver,  for  preventing  uf 
which  in  future  it  is  enacted  that  tbe  dividing-line  between 
tbe  said  towns  shall  be  the  same  line  that  is  now  known  and 
established  as  the  dividing-line  between  the  Xorth  and  .South 
Precincts  in  said  towns,  when  they  were  both  Plympton,  and 
shall  forever  hereafter  bo  so  considered  ami  understou'l." 

The  remaining  boundaries  of  Plympton  are  as  fol- 
lows:  Beginning  at  the  Halifax  line  and  the  corner 
of  Pembroke  on  the  shore  of  Jones  River  Pond,  the 
line  runs  easterly  into  the  pond,  one  hundred  aud 
four  rods  along  the  Pembroke  line  to  the  line  of 
Kingston,  and  thence  south  six  degrees  east  hve  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  rods  along  the  Kingston  line ; 
thence  south  seven  degrees  eiial  by  the  line  of  Kings- 
ton two  hundred  and  twenty  rods  ;  thence  south  forty- 
eight  and  a  half  degrees  east  by  the  Kingston  line 
four  hundred  and  fifty-five  rods;  thence  south  nine 
degrees  east  by  the  same  line  four  huudred  and 
twenty-five  rods  to  the  corner  of  the  town  of  Carver. 
The  Carver  line  haa  already  been  described  in  the  act 
incorporating  that  town.  The  Middlcboro'  line  begins 
at  the  southwesterly  corner  of  the  town,  and  runs 
north  thirty-one  and  a  half  degrees  west  two  hundred 
and  eighteen  rods ;  thence  north  thirty-two  degrees 
west  one  huudred  and  ninety-six  rods;  thence  uoith 
thirty-six  degrees  west  three  huudred  aud  aixty-thrce 
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roJs  ;  and  thence  north  ihirty-six  degrees  west  fifty- 
two  rods  to  tlie  Halifax  line,  which  has  been  already 
described.  These  various  acts  of  incorporation  and 
descriptions  of  boundaries,  thouf^h  perhaps  uninter- 
e>tin;.;  to  the  general  reader,  may  not  be  without 
value  for  occasional  reference. 

Following'  now  the  history  of  the  old  precinct  from 
which  the  South  Precinct,  afterwards  incorporated  as 
the  town  of  Carver,  was  separated  in  1732,  the  first 
feature  of  interest  was  a  grant  made  by  the  town  of 
Plymouth  on  the  16th  of  March,  1701/2,  of  thirty 
acres  of  land  to  be  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  min- 
istry in  the  upper  society,  as  the  Second  (or  Plympton) 
Precinct  was  called  before  its  incorporation  as  a  town, 
"  and  a  convenience  for  a  burial-place  and  training- 
place,  as  near  the  meeting-house  there  as  may  be  con- 
venient." This  grant  included  the  old  burial-ground, 
the  green,  and  strips  of  land  on  its  southerly  end 
and  easterly  side,  which  have  since  been  sold. 

In  1730  the  bounds  of  this  grant  were  agreed  to 
by  the  town  and  the  owners  of  adjoining  lands,  and 
their  agreement  was  entered  in  the  records  as  follows : 

'*  AVherena,  we  the  subscriber?,  being  chosen  and  appointed 
by  tlie  town  of  Plympton  at  their  annual  uieoting  in  the  month 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty,  as  agents  fur  the  aaid  town,  to  review  and  settle  the 
bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  formerly  laid  out  in  said  town  for  a 
uiiui.>try  lot  and  for  a  conveniency  of  a  training-place  and  a 
burying-plnce  for  said  town,  and  whereas  said  tract  of  Iiind  is 
bounded  round  by  the  lands  appertaining  unto  sundry  persons, 
whofc  names  arc  also  hereunto  subscribed,  whom  we  have  given 
legal  notice  to,  and  from  the  best  information  and  the  records 
of  Ihc  lands  abovesaid,  we  have  mutually  agreed  with  theui, 
the  owners  of  the  lands  adjoining,  severally,  that  the  boundaries 
hercutter  mentioned  shall  abide  and  remain  as  a  dividing-line  be- 
tween every  of  these  tracts  of  land  adjoining  and  the  tract  of  land 
appertaining  unto  the  said  town  of  Plympton  (that  is  to  say>, 
to  begin  at  a  rock  which  is  the  southwest  corner  bound  of  the  ten 
acres  of  land  laid  out  to  Isaac  Sani)>son  ;  and  thence  to  extend 
forty  poles  and  about  twelve  feet  due  south  to  a  stone  set  in  the 
ground,  with  stones  about  it,  in  the  range  of  John  Wright's 
land  :  and  thence  by  the  ninge  of  his  land  southeast  four  degrees 
southerly  seventeen  poles  to  a  red-oak  tree  stunding  in  the  way 
that  goeth  from  lienjamin  Weston's  to  the  Meeting-IIousc,  which 
is  the  southeast  corner-bound  of  said  Wright's  fifty-acre  lot; 
and  from  said  tree  the  lino  extends  north  seventeen  degrees  oast 
tweuty-seveo  poles  to  a  red-oak  treo  with  stones  about  it,  which 
is  the  bound  of  the  four  and  a  quarter  acres  of  land  formerly 
laid  out  unto  Edward  Weston  at  the  head  of  his  old  lot;  and  from 
thence  cast  live  degrees  north  thirty-nine  poles  to  a  red-oak 
tree,  marked  with  a  heap  of  stones  about  it,  which  is  a  corner- 
bound  of  the  land  between  John  and  Benjamiu  Weston ;  and 
thence  on  the  same  range  by  the  land  of  John  Weston  twenty- 
nine  poles  to  the  white-oak  stump  with  a  heap  uf  stones  about 
it,  which  is  the  corner-bound  of  the  hundred-acre  lot  of  land 
formerly  laid  out  to  Adam  Wright;  and  thence  bounded  by  the 
rang.-  of  said  hundred-acre  lot  north  three  and  a  half  degrees 
ea.->t  lifty-two  poles  to  a  stake  and  stones  standing  in  the  range, 
which  is  the  southeast  corner-bound  of  the  three  acres  of  land 
formerly   laid  out  to  Benjamin  Soule,  deceased,  appertaining 


unto  his  sons,  Benjamin  and  Ebenezer;  ami  thence  west  twenty 
degrees  north  eight  poles  to  a  stake  and  lieup  of  stones;  and 
thence  to  extend  north  three  and  a  half  degrees  east  sixty  poles 
by  the  land  of  Benjamin  and   Ebenezer  Soule,  aforesaid,  to  a, 
stake  standing  at  the  north  end  of  their  stone  wiill ;  and  thence 
to  extend  east  twenty  degrees  south  eight  poles  to  a  stake  and 
stones  about  it,  which  is  the  northeast  corner-bound  of  the  eight 
acres  laid  out  to  Benjamin  Soule,  deceased;  and  thence  to  ex- 
tend north  three  and  a  half  degrees  east  5i.\teen  poles  to  a  red- 
oak  treo,  marked  on  four  sides,  with  a  heap  of  stones  about  it; 
and  thence  to  extend  east  three  and  a  half  degrees  south  about 
twenty  poles  to  a  stake  and  stones  standing  by  a  rock  in  ;i  ).icce 
of  swamp  ground;  and  thence  to  extend  north  ten  poles  and 
about  six  feet  to  a  rook  which  is  a  corner-bound  of  Mr.  IsMac 
Cushman's  land  ;  and  thence  bounded  by  bis  laud  west  twenty- 
one  degrees  north  forty-one  poles  to  a  white-oak  tiec  standing 
on  the  north  side  of  the  highway,  which  is  a  corner-bound  uf  Syl- 
vanus  Sampson's  land,  and  thence  leaving  two  poles  for  a  high- 
way on  the  southerly  side  of  said  tree  ;  and  from  .-aid  two  poles 
the  line  begins  at  a  stone  standing  in  the  ground  on  a  sandy 
plain  in  an  old  cartway  ;  and  thence  extends  by  the  land  of 
Isaac  Sampson  south  three  degrees  east  until  it  cometh  to  the 
southerly  end  of  Isaac  Sampson's  stone  wall,  to  a  stone  set  in 
the  ground;  and  thence  south,  leaving  forty  feet  for  a  highway, 
to  a  stake  and  stones;  and  thence  to  extend  west  three  and  a 
half  degrees  south  thirty-five  poles  to  a  cedar  stake  and  a  heap 
of  stones,  which  is  the  northeast  corner  bound  of  the  ten  acres 
of   land  belonging  to  Isaac  Sampson  ;    and    thence  to  extend 
south  one  and  a  half  degrees  east  forty-three  poles  and  a  half 
to  a  stake  and  stones,  which  is  the  southeast  corner-buunil  of  the 
said  Isaac  Sampson's  ten-acre  lot;  and  thence  west  three  degrees 
south  forty-three  poles  and  a  half  to  the  rock   first  mentioned. 
Now  the  line  or  lines  thus  run  and  boundaries  thus  settled,  we, 
David  Bosworth,  Ignatius  Gushing,  and  Joseph   Lucas,  on  the 
behalf  of  the  town  of  Plympton,  on  the  one  part,  and   Isaac 
Cuabman,  Isauo  Sampson,  John  Wright,  Benjamin  Weston,  John 
Weston,  Benjamin  Soule,  and  Ebencier  Soule,  owners  of  the 
land  adjoining,  on  the  other  part,  have  mutually  agreed  that 
the  same  shall  stand  and  remain  as  a  full  scttlemeut  between 
the  said  minister's  lot,  training-place,  and  burial-place  afore- 
said and  the  lands  adjoining,  as  is  before  cxpreased.     In  witness 
whereof  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set  their 
bunds  and  seals  the  fourth  day  of  February,  173n/l." 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  South- 
ern Precinct  the  town  and  precinct  were  identical. 
And  even  after  that  time  the  First  Precinct  continued 
to  be  controlled  by  the  town,  and  parochial  and  mu- 
nicipal affairs  were  blended.  On  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1731,  the  town  chose  Jontithan  Parker  as 
the  successor  of  their  old  pastor,  Isaac  Cushiuan, 
who  was  then  advanced  in  age,  and  who  died  in  the 
next  year.  Mr.  Parker  was  ordained  on  the  22d  of 
December,  1731.  He  was  born  in  Barnstable  in 
1705,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  in  172t).  His  min- 
istry continued  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  24th  of  April,  1770,  and  some  of 
his  descendants,  still  living  in  the  town,  are  among  its 
most  respected  inhabitants.  His  house  stood  on  the 
west  side  of  the  green,  south  of  the  present  meeting- 
house. It  should  be  mentioned  that  duiing  tiio  min- 
istry of  Mr.  Cushman  a  new  meeting-house  was  built 
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to  take  the  place  of  the  former  structure,  in  accord-  | 
anco  witli  a  vote  of  the  towo,  passed  Sept.  IG,  1714. 
The  old  structure  to  be  removed  so  soon  roust  have 
either  failed  in  size  to  meet  the  growing  wants  of  the  | 
precinct,  or  it  roust  have  been  so  rude  in  its  construe-  j 
tion  as  to  liave  fallen  into  a  premature  old  age.  The 
new  lueeting-house  fronted  the  south,  was  plastered 
on  its  walls  but  not  overhead,  had  no  garret  floor,  and 
neither  porch  nor  steeple.  As  was  the  custom  of  the 
tiroes,  its  floor  was  left  open  and  spaces  granted  to 
individuals  to  build  pews  as  they  were  needed.  The 
coumiiitec  of  the  precinct,  after  the  completion  of  the 
meeting-hDuse,recoraroeiided  that  permission  be  gran  ted 
to  Francis  Cook,  Nathaniel  Fuller,  Samuel  Bradfield, 
Thuroas  Shurtleff,  Robert  and  John  Waterman,  Wil- 
liam ShurtleiT,  Samuel  Sturtevant.  Jonathan  Shaw, 
David  Bosworth,  Benjamin  Eaton,  John  Cole,  Benja- 
min Soule,  and  Nathaniel  Harlow  be  permitted  to  build 
pews  on  the  floor,  and  George  Bryant,  Ebenezer  Lob- 
dell,  and  Isaac  Churchill  in  the  galleries. 

During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Parker  a  third  church 
Was  built  in  1772  on  the  green,  twelve  rods   north  of 
the  .site  of  the  old  one.     It  was  fifty-seven   feet  long 
and  forty-five  wide,  and  had  fifty  windows,  forty-five 
pews,  four   seats   near   the  pulpit,  and  twenty-seven 
pews  ill  the  galleries.    Unlike  tlie  old  church,  it  fronted 
the  west.      Mr.  Parker  was  succeeded  by  Ezra  Samp- 
son, who  was  ordained  Feb.  15,  1775,  as  an  associate 
of  Mr.  Parker,  who  died  in  April  of  the  next  year. 
Mr.  Sampson  was  a  native  of  Middleboro',  and  grad- 
uated  at   Yale  College  in  1772.      He  resigned  April 
4,   17'JG,   and   removed   to  the   State   of  New    York, 
where  it  is  believed  by  the  writer  tliat  he  died.      Mr. 
Samp.son  was  succeeded  by   Ebenezer   Withington,  a 
graduate    of    Brown     University,   who    w.is    ordained 
Jan.  31,  1798,  and,  after  a  short  ministry  of  three 
and  a  half  years,  resigned  July  21,  1801.     The  suc- 
cessor of  Mr.  Withington  was   John   Briggs,  also  a 
graduate  of   Brown    University,   who   was    installed 
Dee.  2,  1801,  and  resigned  June  21),  1807.     Elijah 
Dexter    succeeded    Mr.    Briggs,   also   a   graduate    of 
Brown   University,  and  was  ordained  Jan.  18,  1809. 
The  pastorate  of  Mr.  Dexter  was  a  long  and   useful 
one,  extending  to  May  2,  1851.     During  his  pastor- 
ate liis  son,  Henry  Marty u  Dexter,  was  born  in  Plynip- 
ton,  who,  by  his  high  attainments  as  a  theologian,  anti- 
quary, and  scholar,  has  won  honor  for  his  native  town, 
as  well  as  for  liiiunelf.      Charles  Livingston  succeeded 
Mr.  Dexter,  and  was  ordained  Oct.  15,  1851,  who,  in 
his  turn,  has  been  followed  by  Josiah  Ballard,  Joseph 
W.   Tarletoii,   Philip   Titcoinb,   Benjamin    F.   Grant. 
George   II.  Shaw,  and  J.  V.  Hartshorn,  the   present 
incumbent,  as  acting  pastors  of  the  society. 


Up  to  the  year  1827  the  town  and  precinct  acted 
together  as  one,  and  the  two  were  idoiilical.  The 
town  settled  the  ministers,  appropriated  their  salaries, 
and  built  and  kept  in  repair  the  churches.  lu  that 
year,  on  the  Itith  of  April,  the  town,  in  its  purocliiul 
capacity,  reorganized  as  the  First  I'recinct  in  l'lym[jt()n 
distinct  from  the  town  in  its  municipal  capacity,  and 
from  that  time  the  town  and  precinct  have  been  sepa- 
rate and  distinct.  Before  that  time  all  meetings  of 
the  town  were  held  in  the  meeting-house,  and,  a.s  if 
in  recognition  of  their  parochial  as  well  as  municipal 
character,  the  pastor  of  the  precinct  was  invited  and 
escorted  to  the  meeting-house  to  open  the  mertings 
witii  a  prayer.  It  is  probable  that  the  naiuo  meeting- 
house, so  common  in  New  England,  is  derived  from 
the  municipal  use  to  which  the  early  places  of  wor- 
ship were  put,  and  the  propriety  of  adhering  to  the 
name  after  the  abandonment  of  the  use  is  questiuiiable. 

Town-meetings  continued,  however,  to  meet  in  the 
old  church  until  the  new  church  was  built,  in  18o0, 
after  which  they  were  held  in  the  hall  of  Josiali  T. 
Ellis  until  the  town  house  was  built,  in  1850.  The 
new  meeting-house  now  standing  on  tin'  we.sieily  side 
of  the  green  was  erected  in  1830,  on  land  piesented 
to  the  precinct  by  Jonathan  Parker.  The  land  ad- 
joining it,  devoted  to  burial  purposes,  was  bought 
afterwards  of  Zaccheus  Parker,  the  son  of  Jonathan. 
The  old  training  place  has  been  abandoned  as  a  meet- 
ing-house site,  and  been  permitted  to  enjoy  a  con- 
dition of  disuse  and  neglect.  The  eye  of  a  stranger 
can  see  that,  properly  graded  and  ornamented  and 
surrounded  by  a  good  roadway,  it  would  become  a 
spot  which  could  not  fail  to  attract  some  of  that 
incre;ising  number  of  persons  wlio  are  seeking  f(uiei 
and  rest  iis  essential  features  of  either  a  suumier  or 
permanent  residence. 

The  method  adopted  by  the  Plympton  Precinct  of 
divesting  itself  of  its  municipal  clothing  and  as.^um- 
iug  simply  the  parochial  garb  will  explain  to  many 
readers  how  the  old  territorial  parisiies  of  New  lOng- 
land,  which  were  once  towns,  have  broken  the  ties 
which  bound  them  to  the  townships,  and,  as  parochial 
organizations,  have  become  heirs  to  the  gianis  and 
property  of  the  old  municipal  precincts.  This  method 
has  been  more  than  once  opposed,  and  tlie  right  to 
adopt  it  disputed,  but  a  decision  of  the  Su|)reme 
Court  of  Massachusetts  in  the  case  of  Millord  against 
Godfrey  and  othei-s,  reported  in  the  second  volume  of 
Pickering's  Reports,  page  91,  settled  the  (juestion. 
In  that  ease  ■'  where  a  precinct  owning  a  meeting- 
house became,  upon  their  own  application,  incorpor- 
ated into  a  town,  after  which  for  thirty-live  years  the 
meeting-house  and   all    parochial   affairs   were  under 
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the  sole  luaoagcmeDt  of  the  town,  but  from  some 
proceediDgs  of  the  town,  such  as  exempting  certuio 
iuliabitauts  from  taxes  for  the  support  of  public  wor- 
ship, it  could  be  inferred  that  the  town  acted  with 
reference  to  the  continued  existence  of  the  precinct, 
and  as  their  agent  it  was  held  that  the  precinct  might 
reorganize  themselves,  that  the  meeting-house  con- 
tinued to  be  their  property,  and  that  while  they  had 
the  control  of  it  uud  llio  occupancy  of  it  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  built,  the  use  of  it  for  munici- 
pal purposes  did  not  give  such  an  exclusive  possession 
as  would  enable  the  town  to  maintain  an  action  of 
trespass  against  any  person  for  pulling  down  the 
meeting  house  by  the  authority  of  the  precinct.'' 

This  case  illustrates  precisely  the  situation  and  his- 
tory of  the  Plymptou  Precinct  and  many  others  in 
New  England.  The  Western  Precinct  of  Plymouth 
was  incorporated  in  1695,  and  built  a  meeting-house 
in  1G98  ;  was,  on  its  own  petition,  incorporated  as  the 
town  of  Plympton  in  1707 ;  its  parochial  att'airs  and 
records  were  blended  with  the  municipal  aflFairs  and 
records  until  1732,  when  the  Southern  Precinct  of 
Plympton  was  incorporated  ;  after  that  the  present 
territory  of  Plymptou  formed  the  First  Precinct  of  that 
town  until  the  incorporation  of  Carver,  in  1790,  and 
from  that  time  until  the  reorganization  of  the  pre- 
cinct, in  1827,  the  precinct  again  acted  in  its  double 
capacity  of  town  and  precinct,  finally  succeeding  as 
the  First  Parish  of  Plympton  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  old  Western  Precinct  of  Plymouth, 
incorporated  in  1695,  and  inheriting  the  parochial 
capacity  and  authority  of  the  town. 

Having  followed  the  current  of  church  history, 
the  narrative  now  turns  to  the  exclusively  municipal 
history  of  the  town.  The  first  town-meeting  was 
held  on  the  1st  of  March,  1707/8.  when  William 
Sliurtlefi"  was  chosen  town  clerk,  and  Caleb  Loring, 
Samuel  Sturtcvant,  and  Benoni  Lucas  were  chosen 
selectmen.  These  men  may  be  considered  the  fathers 
of  the  town.  Mr.  Shurtleif  was  the  son  of  William 
Shurtleff,  who  appeared  in  Plymouth  at  an  early  date 
and  removed  to  Marshfield  about  1660.  The  father 
married,  in  1665,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Let- 
tice,  of  Plymouth,  and  was  killed  by  lightning  June 
23,  1666.  When  struck  he  was  holding  a  son  in  his 
arms,  who  remained  unharmed,  but  whether  it  was 
William  or  a  brother  Thomas,  neither  history  nor  tra- 
ditiun  states.  William,  the  son,  married,  in  1683, 
Susanna,  daughter  of  Barnabas  Lathrop,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  wl>o  settled  in  Scit- 
uaio  ill  1034.  He  removed  to  Plympton,  and  many 
of  his  descendants  are  now  living  in  the  two  divisions 
of  the  old  town.     Caleb  Loring  was  a  son  of  Thomas 


Loring,  of  Plympton,  and  grandson  of  Thomas,  who 
appeared  in  Hingham  before  1637.  He  married 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Edward  Gray,  and  granddaughter 
of  Thomas  Lettice,  and  had  a  large  family,  which  is 
still  largely  represented  by  its  descendants  in  Plymp- 
ton and  other  parts  of  the  Old  Colony.  His  wife's 
mother,  Dorothy  (Lettice)  Gray,  married  for  a  second 
husband  Nathaniel  Clark,  the  notorious  councillor  of 
Andros,  during  the  latter  part  of  whose  life  liis  wife, 
living  apart  from  him,  resided  with  her  dauglilcr  in 
Plympton,  where  she  died  and  was  buried.  Samuel 
Sturtevant  was  a  son  of  Samuel,  who  appeared  in 
Plympton  as  early  as  1643,  and  brother  of  John, 
who  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Josiah  Winslow, 
the  brother  of  the  Governor.  His  children  married 
into  the  Standish,  Bosworth,  and  Shaw  families,  of 
Plympton,  and  their  blood  runs  in  the  veins  of  more 
descendants  in  that  town  than  bear  the  name.  Be- 
noni Lucas  was  the  sou  of  Thomas,  who  came  to 
Plymouth,  and  married  before  1658.  He  was  born 
in  Plymouth  in  1659,  and  that  part  of  Plympton 
which  is  now  Carver  contains  many  of  the  name 
among  its  inhabitants. 

At  the  next  town-meeting  held  on  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary, 170a/9,  the  selectmen  reported  the  following 
list  of  inhabitants  qualified  to  vote  in  town-meetings : 


Ii<aac  Cushman. 
Tbomua  Cuahmun. 
Isaiichtir  Waterioaa. 
William  Shurtleff. 
ElkaDub  Cusbiuau. 
Francis  Cook. 
John  Bryant. 
Jonathun  liryunt. 
John  EversoD. 
Richard  Ever3on. 
Benjamin  Eaton. 
John  Dryant,  Jr. 
James  Bryant. 
Jillet  Swift. 
Samuel  Bryant. 
Joseph  Finney. 
*  James  Sears. 
Samuel  Sturtevant. 
Itobert  Waterman. 
Benjamin  Curtis. 
David  Bosworth. 
Nebemiab  Sturtevant. 
Samuel  Sturtevant,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  Standish. 
William  Sturtevant. 
Joseph  King. 
Peter  Tomson. 
John  Simmons. 
iBaac  King. 
William  Churchill. 
Isaac  Cusbman,  Jr. 
George  Sampson. 
Edward  Weston. 


Josejtb  King,  Jr. 
John  \V right. 
Adam  Wright. 
Isaac  SumpMin. 
Benjamin  Soule. 
Niithuniel  Hallow. 
Sainut.-1  Fuller. 
Elcazer  RicUard. 
John  Uickard. 
Josiah  Kickard. 
John  Pratt. 
Jcduthan  Uuhbius. 
Jahui  Eddy. 
Henry  Kickard. 
Edward  Titsou. 
John  Doty. 
Uobort  Uansom. 
Samuel  \Vateruian. 
Ephraim  Til.-un. 
John  Tilsuii. 
Jonathan  Shaw. 
Beiioni  Shaw. 
John  C<dc. 
Jolin  Carver. 
George  Buiium. 
Bt-noni   Lucas. 
John  Barrows. 
Nathaniel  Wood. 
ICIeuzcr  King. 
Thomas  .Sbiii  ticff. 
Abiel  Shurllcir. 
Caleb  Loring. 
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Before  the  incorporatiou  of  llie  town  tlie  old  burial- 
place,  ODe  acre  in  exteut,  which  was  a  part  of  the 
grant  made  by  the  town  of  Plymouth  to  the  precinct 
in  1701/2,  was  laid  out  by  a  vote  of  ihe  precinct 
passed  May  30,  1706,  and  cleared  under  an  agreement 
with  the  precinct  by  Benjamin  Suule  and  Isaac  Cush- 
mau. 

About  the  same  time  the  first  mill,  which  was 
a  mill  for  grinding  corn,  was  built  near  the  second 
mill-puud  on  the  Winnatuxet  lliver.  An  old  bed  or 
channel  of  the  river  ran  from  the  south  to  the  north 
side  of  the  poud  and  back  to  the  south  side,  and  near 
the  turn  of  the  river  on  the  north  side  of  the  pond 
the  mill  wus  built.  The  wheel  of  the  mill,  according 
to  the  memoranda  of  Lewis  Bradford,  turned  horizon- 
tally and  the  siiaft  was  upright,  with  the  mill-spindle 
on  the  upper  end,  so  that  the  stone  turned  witli  the 
wheel.  Such  a  mill  was  called  a  gig-mill.  Mr. 
Wright  afterwards  built  another  mill  just  above  the 
bridge  over  the  old  Plympton  cotton  factory  pond, 
and  on  its  northerly  side.  Some  yeans  after,  Mr. 
Wright  sold  a  privilege  eitlier  to  Nathaniel  Thomas, 
of  Marshfield,  or  to  his  son,  Joseph,  who  early  became 
an  inhabitant  of  Plympton,  and  built  a  forge  at  the 
dam  where  the  shoestring  factory  now  stands.  A 
short  time  before  the  forge  was  built,  a  grist-mill,  which 
Was  the  third  mill  of  that  character  erected  in  Plymp- 
ton, was  built  on  the  same  dam,  known  as  Weston's 
grist-mill.  This  mill  had  a  fulling-mill  attached  to  it 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  people,  who,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  in  common  with  those 
in  other  parts  uf  the  Old  Colony,  spun  and  wove  all 
their  own  cloth  on  domestic  wheels  and  looms.  The 
two  first  saw-mills  were  built,  one  on  the  Bridgewater 
road  near  the  Lobdell  estate,  and  the  other  at  the 
head  of  the  factory  pond.  In  addition  to  the  forge 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  another  was  built  at  a  previous  date 
by  a  Mr.  Mallinson,  near  the  rolling-mill  pond. 

Adam  Wright  was  evidently  an  active,  enterprising 
man,  who  made  use  of  all  the  opportunities  which  ihe 
times  and  the  location  offered.  He  was  the  son  of 
Richard,  and  probably  grandson  of  William  Wright,  a 
native  of  Austerfield,  England,  who  came  in  the 
"Fortune"  in  1621.  Richard  married  Hester,  a 
daughter  of  Francis  Cook,  of  the  "  Mayflower,"  and 
died  in  1691,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Adam, 
the  son,  had  two  wives,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John 
Soulc,  of  Duxbury,  and  Mehitabel,  daughter  of  Robert 
Barrow  or  Barrows.  He  died  in  1724,  about  eighty 
years  of  age,  leaving  a  large  family,  whose  blood  has 
come  down  to  the  present  generation  with  no  loss  uf 
the  vigor  with  which  it  was  impregnated  by  its  enter- 
prising   ancestor.      Josepli    Thomas   was    the    great- 


grandson  of  William  Thomas,  of  Marshfield,  already 
referred  to.  The  records  of  the  town  show  that  he  was 
not  only  a  man  bearing  the  burdens  and  responsibili- 
ties of  private  business,  but  one  also  repeatedly  called 
by  the  town  into  the  management  of  municipal  affairs. 
Of  Mr.  Mallinson  the  writer  knows  nothing.  If  not 
a  non-resident,  it  is  probable  that  his  citizenship  was 
a  temporary  one,  ending  with  the  special  burliness  in 
which  he  was  engaged. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  town  was  in  lou- 
nection  with  schools,  and  on  the  2l3t  of  February, 
1708,  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen  be  iii=tructed 
to  provide  a  schoolmaster,  and  this  vote  was  repeated 
for  many  years  at  the  annual  town-meetiugs.  On  the 
25th  of  the  same  month  a  road  was  laid  out  to  Lakou- 
ham.  It  ran  ''  from  Barnes'  bridge  to  John  Carver's 
ten-acre  lot  of  land,  to  a  red  oak  tree  marked,  and 
from  thence,  on  the  eastward  side  of  John  Bonurn's 
land,  on  John  Carver's  land,  to  the  northwest  end  uf 
said  Carver's  laud,  and  thence  through  Abiel  8hurt- 
leff'a  land  to  the  old  causeway,  and  from  the  old 
causeway  to  the  old  path  from  South  Meadows  to 
Lakenham,  and  then  along  the  path  or  by-way  that 
now  is  till  it  comes  from  Pope's  Point  to  Lakenham, 
and  (hen,  crossing  that  path  to  the  westward,  to  a 
red-oak  marked,  and  so  by  said  marked  tree  till  it 
comes  to  a  walnut-tree  marked,  and  from  thence  runs 
northerly  to  the  old  road  or  by-way,  and  then  to 
Lakenham  in  the  old  road  between  Jonathan  Shaw's 
and  Benoni  Shaw's  land,  which  was  laid  out  by  the 
selectmen  of  the  town  of  Plympton  the  day  of  the 
year  aforesaid."  On  the  IGth  of  Febrnary,  1701),  'a 
way  was  laid  out  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Plympton,  and  by  them  ordered  to  be  ri'cordid,  viz., 
from  the  meeting-house  in  Plympton  to  Plymouth 
line,  which  is  as  followeth,  viz. :  we  begin  where  the 
old  road  comes  into  Lakenham  path,  and  so  along  the 
old  road  till  it  comes  to  the  eastward  side  of  Joseph 
King,  Sr.'s  land,  and  from  thence  to  the  southerly  side 
of  the  road  by  a  range  of  trees  marked  some  distance 
from  the  road  till  you  come  to  Nathaniel  Harlow's 
field,  and  from  thence  to  his  house,  and  from  thence 
to  Deacon  Rickard's  land,  so  through  said  land  by  a 
range  of  trees  marked  till  you  come  near  John  Rick- 
ard's house  to  a  red-oak  tree  marked,  and  so  along  a 
road  till  you  come  to  a  corner  of  the  field  uf  Deacun 
Rickard's,  and  so  along  the  range  of  the  old  lot  uf 
said  Rickard  till  you  come  to  the  old  road,  and  si) 
along  the  road  till  you  come  to  the  Plymouth  line." 
These  two  roads  were  the  two  earlie.'-t  laid  uut  by  the 
town,  and  furnished  belter  means  of  comiuunicatiuii 
than  had  before  existed  between  the  two  sections  uf 
Plympton  and  between  the  Central  Village  and  Plym- 


HISTORY    OF   PLYMPTON. 


1115 


outli.     Tlie  lust-men Cioucd   road  is  that  which  leads 
to  what  is  called  "  partinj^  ways." 

At  the  Marcli  lueetiug  in  1708,  William  Shurtleff  i 
was  again  chosen   town  clerk,  and   the   succession  of 
incumbents  of  that  office  up  to  the  present  time  haa 
been  as  follows : 

170U-10.  William  Shurtleff.  lSOO-1 1.  Elijah  Bi^bee. 

1711-27.   Ijiiac  CushiQan.  1S12-d1.  Lewis  BriulforJ. 

I72S-3I.   Ignatius  Cushin;;.  ISJ2-5S.  William  II.  Soule.       ( 

17:!2-3S.  Joseph  Thoinua.  1S59-61.  Isaiah  S.  Ripley. 

I73'J-79.  .losiah   Perkins.  1862-71.  William  Perkins. 

1780-80.  Zcphaniah  Perkins.  ,  1872.  Barzillai  E.  AVright. 
1787-94.  James  Churchill.  ,  187;i-82.  Loivis  B.  Parker. 
1795-9S.  Elijah  Bishee.  138^-34.  Jusiuh  P.  Ilammund. 

1799.  Joshua  Loring.  ! 

i 
The  succession  of  incumbents  of  the  Board  of  Se- 
lectmen lias  been  as  follows  : 

1708-10. — Caleb  Loring,  Samuel  Sturtevunt,  Benoni  Lucas. 

1711-12. — Caleb  Loring,  Isaac  Cusbman,  Benoni  Lucas. 

171.'i-21. — David  Bosworth,  Isaac  Cusbman,  Benoni  Lucas. 

1722-2;i.  — Daviil  Bosworth,  Isaac  Cusbman,  Jr.,  Bonooi  Lucas. 

1724. — David  Boswortb,  Isaac  Cusbman,  Jr., Samuel  Bradford. 

1725-27. — David  Boswortb,  Isaao  Cusbman,  Jr.,  Benoni  Lucas. 

172.S-29. —  David  Bosivorth,  Ignatius  Cushing,  Benoni  Lucas. 

17:111. — David  Bosworth,  Ignatius  Cushing,  Joseph  Lucas. 

1731. — Samuel  Bradford,  Joseph  Thomas,  Joseph  Lucas. 

1732-.;3. — Samuel  Bradford,  Joseph  Thomas,  David  Bosnortb. 

1734. — Samuel  Bradford,  Joseph  Tbomaa,  Joseph  Lucas. 

1735—38. — Barnabas  Shurtleff,  Joseph  Thomas,  Josiah  Perkins. 

1739—10. — Benjamin  Weston,  Samuel  Shair,  Josiuh  Perkins. 

1741. — Joseph  Thoniaa,  Suiuuel  Shaw,  Josiah  Perkins. 

1742. — Joseph  Lucas,  Samuel  Shaw,  Josiah  Perkins. 

174.3-44. — Joseph  Bridgham,  Benjamin  \Vestou,  Josiah  Perkius. 

1745-40. — Joseph  Bridgham,  George  Bryant,  Josiah  Perkins. 

1747. — Roland  Uauinioud,  George  Bryant,  Josiah  Perkins. 

1743. — Samuel  Shaw,  George  Bryant,  Josiah  Perkins. 

1749. — Roland  Hammond,  George  Bryant,  Josiah  Perkins. 

1750. — Roland  Iluiumond,  George  Bryant,  Josiah  Perkins. 

1751. — Benjamin  Weslon,  Abel  Crocker,  John  Bradford. 

1752-54. — Benjamin  Weston,  Benjamin  Shurtleff,  John  Brad- 
ford. 

1755-57. — Roland  Ilamiuond,  Zebedee  Chandler,  Gideon  Brad- 
ford. 

I75S-G0. — Samuel  Lucas,  Zebedee  Chandler,  Gideon  Bradford. 

17B7-70. — George  Hammond,  Zcbodee  Chandler,  John  Bryant. 

1771. — Gideon  Bradford,  Zebedee  Chandler,  Samuel  Lucas. 

1772-73. — Gideon  Sampson,  Ignatius  Loring,  George  Hammond. 

1774. — Gideon  Bradford,  John  Bryant,  George  Hammond. 

1775. — Gideon  Sampson,  John  Bryant,  Thomas  Savery. 

1771).  Samuel  Lucas,  Zebedee  Chandler,  Jubez  Ncwiand. 

1777. — (iideon  Sampson,  Zebedee  Chandler,  George  Hammond. 

177s. — John  Bryant,  Isaiah  Cusbman,  George  Hammond. 

1779. — John  Shaw,  Isaiah  Cusbman,  Gideon  Suuipson. 

17SU. — Thomas  Gannett,  Elijah  Bisbee,  Francis  Shurtleff. 

1781. — Thomas  Gannett,  Elijah  Bisbee,  John  ^ihaw. 

1782-84.— Thomas  Gannett,  Elijah  Bisbee,  Francis  Shurtleff. 

17.S5. — Thomas  Gannett,  Isaac  Churchill,  Williaui  Atwood. 

1780. — Thomas  Gannett,  Nehemiah  Cobb,  Ebenezer  Soule. 

1787. — John  Bradford,  William  Atwood,  Stephen  Ellis. 

17S.S-S9. — Samuel  Lucas,  Gideon  Bradford,  William  Ripley. 

1790. — Thomas  Gannett,  Gideon  Bradford,  William  Atwood. 

1791 — Thomas  Sampson,  Jonas  Whitman,  Stephen  KUis. 

1792. — Thomas  Sampson,  Gideon  Bradford,  Stephen  lillia. 


1793-94. — Thomas  Sampson,  Isaac  Lobdell,  Stephen  Ellis. 

1795. — Caleb  Loring,  George  Sampson,  Gideon  Bradford. 

1790-99.— Caleb  Loring,  Stephen  Elli?,  As.i  Slierman. 

1800.- Isaac  Wright,  Stephen  Ellis,  Zenas  Bryant. 

1801. — Seth  Cushing,  Nathaniel  Carver,  Thomas  Sampson. 

1802.— Seth  Cushing,  Stephen  Elli=,  Isaac  Wright. 

1803. — Isaac  Churchill,  Henry  Leonard,  Peleg  Wright. 

1804.— Stephen  Ellis,  Caleb  Loring,  I'eleg  Wright. 

1805. — Stephen  Ellis,  Isaac  Wright,  Ze]ihaniah  Perkins. 

1806. — Stephen  Ellis,  Isaac  Wright,  Seth  Cushing. 

1807-10.— Caleb  Loring,  Isaac  Wiighl,  Oliver  Parker. 

ISll. — Caleb  Loring,  Isaac  Wright,  Levi  Bradford. 

1812. — Daniel  Soule,  Lemuel  Bryant,  Oliver  Churchill. 

1313-14. — Oliver  Parker,  Lemuel  Bryant,  I^aau  Wright. 

1815. — Oliver  Parker,  Elijah  Bisbee,  James  Cushing. 

1816-17.  Oliver  Parker,  Elijah  Bisbee,  William  Perkins. 

1818. — Jonathan  Parker,  James  Cashing,  \Villiam  Perkins. 

1819.— Jonathan  Parker,  John  Bradford,  Billya  Wright. 

1820. — Jonathan  Parker,  Spencer  Holmes,  Zenas  Bryaut,  Jr. 

1821.— Jonathan  Parker,  Martin  Ifayward,  Zenas  Bryant,  Jr. 

1822. — Philemon  Fuller,  Oliver  Parker,  Martin  Ilayward. 

1823.— Philemon  Fuller,  Oliver  Parker,  Isaac  Wright. 

1824. — Jonathan  Parker,  Martin  Ilayward,  Zenu:^  Bryant. 

1825. — Jonathan   Parker,  Martin   Hiiyward,  Ebenciur  Lubdell. 

1826. — Jonathan  Parker,  John  Sampson,  Josiah  T.  Ellis. 

1827-29.— Jonathan  Parker,  Pelbam  Holmes,  Josiah  T.  Ellis. 

1830. — Martin  Hay  ward,  Pelharo  Holmes,  Josiah  T.  Ellis. 

1331-32.— William  Perkins,  Richard  Cooper,  Jr.,  Josiah  T. 
Ellis. 

1833. — Zenas  Bryant,  Jr.,  Zaccheus  Sherman,  Oliver  Churchill. 

1834-36. — Joseph  Sherman,  Richard  Cooper,  Jr.,  Josiah  T. 
Ellis. 

1837. — Martin  Perkins,  Riohard  Cooper,  Jr.,  Josiah  T.  Ellis. 

1838.— Zenas  Bryant,  Isaiah  Churchill,  Willard  Ellis. 

1839. — Zenas  Bryant,  John  Sherman,  Richard  Cooper,  Jr. 

1840. — Zenas  Bryant,  John  Sherman,  John  P.  Ellis. 

1841. — Thomas  M.  Uarrub,  John  Sherman,  John  P.  Ellis. 

1842. — Thomas  M.  Ilarrub,  Zaccheus  Parker,  John  P.  Ellis. 

1843. — Isuiah  Churchill,  Zaccheus  Parker,  Daniel  Perkins. 

1844. — William  M.  Bisbee,  Zaccheus  Parker,  Daniel  Perkins. 

1845. — William  M.  Bisbee.  Cephas  Bumpus,  Benjamin  Warren. 

1840. — Isaac  Wright,  Cephas  Bumpus,  Benjamin   Waireu. 

1847. — Zaccheus  Parker,  Stephen  Clark,  James  M.  Ilarrub. 

1848.— Zaccheus  Parker,  Isaac  Wright,  Bela  Wadsworth. 

1849. — Zaccheus  Parker,  Joseph  Sampson,  Jr.,  Bela  Wads- 
worth. 

1850.— Isaac  Wright,  Elijah  Bisbee,  C.  C.  Bumpus. 

1851.— John  P.  Ellis,  Joseph  B.  Nye,  .-llden  Miller. 

1852-53.— C.  C.  Bumpus,  Edson  Ellis,  Harv.^y  Fuller. 

1854.— George  W.  Sherman,  Charles  H.  Perkins,  I.-aae  Wright. 

1855. — George  B.  Fuller,  Isuiah  S.  Ripley,  I.siuic  Wright. 

1856.— Joseph  B.  Nye,  Isaiah  S.  Ripley,  Isaac  Wright. 

1857. — Joseph  B.  Nye,  Isaiah  S.  Ripley,  AVilliaui  Perkin.". 

1S58. — Joseph  B.  Nye,  John  P.  Ellis.  Jusiah  S.  Ilaiiiniond. 

1859. — Zaccheus  Parker,  William  Perkins,  James  C.  Ellis. 

1860-61. — Zaccheus  Parker,  Iro  S.  Holmes,  Charles  11.  Perkins. 

1862.— Isaiah  Churchill,  Alexander  Harvey,  Charles  II.  Per- 
kins. 

1863. — George  W.  Sherman,  Seneca  Briggs,  Charles  H.  Per- 
kins. 

1864. — George  W.  Sherman,  John  Sherman,  Charles  H.  Per- 
kins. 

1865. — William  Perkins,  John  Sherman,  George  W.  Sherman. 

1866-67. — William  Perkins,  Zaccheus  Parker,  Ira  S.  Ilnlines. 

1868. — William  Perkins,  James  S.  Bonuuy,  Ira  S.  Holmes. 

1369. — William  Perkins,  John  Sherman,  Joseph  IJ.  Nye. 


1116 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


1- 

24. 

Caleb  Lnrtng. 
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2a. 

lienuui 

Lucas. 

172B. 

Ucnuni 

Shaw. 

1727.  Bcnuni  Luca:). 
I72S-3I.  Caleb  Loiiug. 
1732.  .lolin  \Vcston. 
17.'j3-;J.'».  Samuel  liratlfurd. 
17.*I6-o7.    Uainabii.-f  Shurlletl. 
17.'i8.  Sauiucl  Jiraiirurd. 
17a'J.   Itaruabas  Sbultleff. 

1740.  IgnaLius  Loring. 

1741.  ijeorge  Sanipdon. 
1742-4:1.  lienjamiii  Weston. 

1744.  Jusupli  Tliumiis. 

1745.  Uenjamiii  We-tun. 
1746-J4.  tjeurge  :>aiupson. 
1755.  John  liraJford. 
175fi-J7.   Heiijaniin  Weston. 
175d-j'.i.  Joliu   liradf'urd. 
17UU-(J2.  Gideon  Uradlord. 
1711.'i-(i.'».   John  liladturd. 
17(itt-7I.  Zebcdce  Chandler. 
1772.  liidcon  .Saui|tson. 
1773-74.  Tiuiotby  Kijdey. 

1775.  Gideon  Saiiipsuu. 

1776.  Zebedce  (.'handler. 

1777.  Gideon  .San)))Son. 

1778.  Setli  Cushing. 
177U.  Gideon  Saniji^on. 
173U-SI.  Setb  Cushing. 
17S2.    Fnineis  Sluntleir. 
1783.   l.-<aiab  Cushuian. 
17S4.    KraneisShurtleir. 
I7S5-86.  .Seth  Cusliing. 
17S7-SS.  Thomas  Gannett. 
17bU.  Setb  Cu^hing. 
17'jn.  Gideon  Hradlord. 
17UI.  Seth  Cushing. 
17'J2.   Gideon  Bradford. 
17'J3.  Seth  Cushing. 
17'J4.    Klijah  ISisbee. 
17'J5-'jri.  Gideon  Ijiadford. 
17'J7-y'J.  Stephen  Ellis. 


1S70. — William  Perkins,  Zacchcus  Parker,  Jatnea  S.  Bonney. 
Ia71. — William  Perkins,  Zoceheus  Parker,  John  Sherman. 
1S72. — Joseph  II.  Fuller,  Zaculieus  Parker,  Joseph  B.  Nye. 
1873-75. — John  Sherman,  Ira  S.  Holmes,  Lemuel  Bryaot. 
1876. — John  Sherman,  William  Perkins,  Lemuel  Bryant. 
1S77.— Ilersehel   E.    Brigga,   William    L.    Randall,     Josiah    P. 

Hammond. 
1378-70. — James    S.    Bonney,    John    Sherman,    Frederick    M. 

Hari'ub. 
1880. — William  Perkins,  John  Sherman,  Stephen  Churchill. 
1881-32.— Frederick  M.  llarrub,  T.  S.  Uipley,  Lewis  B.  Parker. 
1883. — Josiah  P.  Hammond,  A.  E.  Bonney,  Lemuel  Bryant. 
1.S84. — Josiah  P.  Hammond,  Albert  Bonney,  Lemuel  Bryant. 

No  record  is  uiude  of  tlie  choice  of  a  motlerator 
uutil  172-1.  Who  presided  at  town-meetings  before 
that  time,  whether  the  clerk  or  selectmen  or  a  mod- 
erator wiiose  election  was  not  thought  worthy  of 
record,  there  are  uo  means  of  determining.  Since 
that  time  the  following  persons  have  officiated  at 
annual  meetings : 

1800-1.   Isaac  Bonney. 

18U2.  Stephen  Ellis. 

1803.  Elias  Churchill. 

1S04.  Stephen  Ellis. 

18U5-6.  Setb  Cushing. 

1807.   Pelham  Holmes. 

1808-10.  Isaac  Wright. 

1311-13.  Zabdiel  Braillord. 

1314-17.  Elijah  Bisbee. 
I   1318.   Martin  Hayward. 
\  18iy.  Marston  Sampson. 
!  1820.  Pelham  Holmes. 
'  1321.  Martin  Hayward. 
I  1822-24.  Pelham  Holmes. 
1  1825-32.  Josiah  T.  Ellis. 
i  1333-36.  Arnolil  Leach. 
1  1337-40.  Josiah  T.  Ellis. 

1847.  James  C.  Ellis. 
I  1343.  Josiah  T.  Ellis. 
1  184U-50.  Cephas  C.  Bumpus. 
,  1351.  Juaiah  S.  Hammond. 
I  1352-54.  Cephas  C.  Bumpus. 
I  1855.   Erastus  Leach. 
I  1856.   Isaac  Wright. 
j  1357-53.  Daniel  S.  iMcLean. 
1  1859.  George  B.  Fuller. 

1860.  Joseph  B.  Nye. 

1  1861.  Daniel  S.  McLean. 

j  1862.  James  C.  Ellis. 

I  1863.  Joseph  B.  Nye. 

1864.  James  C.  Ellis. 

1365-67.  George  I!.  Fuller. 

1868.  Joseph  It.  Nye. 

1369.   Ilersehel  E.  Briggs. 
1870-71.  Joseph  B.  Nye. 

1872.  Horschel  E.  Briggs. 

1873.  George  B.  Fuller. 

1874.  John  .Shormun. 
1875-77.  Ilersehel  E.  Briggs. 
1378-80.  John  Sherman. 
1881-32.   Ilersehel  E.  Briggs. 
1883.  Charles  H.  Perkins. 
1384.  Ilersehel  E.  Briggs. 


No  record  is  to  be  found  in  the  town  books  of  the 
choice  of  a  town  treasurer  until  1717,  until  which  time 
it  is  very  probable  that  the  finances  of  the  town  were 
managed  by  the  selectmen.  Since  1717  the  following 
persons  liave  been  chosen  to  that  office: 

1717.  Isaac  Cushman.  j  1789.  Benjamin  Crocker. 

1718-20.   Nathaniel  Harlow.      ;  1790-08.   Elijah  Bi.-bee. 


1721-32.  Caleb  Loring. 
1733-36.   Polycarpus  Loring. 
1737-61.  George  Sampson. 
1762-66.  Zebedce  Chandler. 
1707-71.  Benjamin  Weston. 
1771-78.  Jabez  Newland. 
1770.  Elijah  Bisbee. 
1730-31.  Zephaniah  Perkins. 
1782-84.  Gideon  Sampson. 
1735-80.   Isaiah  Cushman. 
1737.  John  Cbauiberlin. 
1788.  Elijah  Bisbee. 


'  1799-1806.  George  Sampson. 
I  1807-31.  Jonathan  I'arker. 
:  lS:i2-37.  Josiah  T.  Ellis. 

1838-39.   Zaecheus  Parker. 
I  1340-41.  John  Sampson. 

1842.  Zaecheus  Parker. 
I  1343-02.  John  P.  Ellis. 
[  1863-70.  William  Perkins. 
I  1871-78.  Zaecheus  Parker. 
I  1870-32.  Lewis  B.  Parker. 
]  1883-84.  Josiah  P.  Hammond. 


The  first  representative  to  the  General  Court  was 
chosen  in  1719.  It  is  probable  that  before  that  time 
little  interest  was  felt  by  the  town  in  matters  outside 
of  the  organization  of  its  own  municipal  affairs.  In- 
deed, in  many  scattering  years  afterwards  the  town 
voted  formally  to  choose  no  representative.  From 
1719  down  to  the  year  1857,  when  representative 
districts  were  established  by  law,  making  Haiison, 
Halifax,  and  Plympton  a  representative  district,  the 
following  persons  have  represented  the  town  in  the 
General  Court  : 


1719-21.  Beuuni  Lucas. 

1723.  Elkunab  Cushman. 

1724.  Samuel  Sturtevant. 
1725-26.  I::aae  Cushman,  Jr. 
1727-39.  Samuel  Bradford. 
1740-42.  William  Churchill. 
1743-45.  Benjamin  Weston. 
1746-49.  William  Clmrchill. 
1750-51.  Barnubas  SburtlclT. 
1752.  Benjamin  Cushman. 
1753-57.   Isaac  Bonney. 
1753-07.  John  Bradford. 
1763.  Isaac  Bonney. 

1709.  John  Bradford. 
1770-71.   None. 
1772-74.  Samuel  Lucas. 
1775-70.  Seth  Cushing. 

1777.  John  Bridgbam. 
Thomas  Cuehman. 

1778.  Gideon  Sampson. 

1779.  Seth  Cushing. 

1780.  Zephaniah  Perkins. 

1781.  Seth  Cushing. 
1732-90.  Francis  Shurtletr. 

1701.  Seth  Cushing. 

1702.  Gideon  Bradford. 
1793-99.  None. 

These  lists  of  names  not 
prominent  men  in  different 
comprehend   most  of    the 


1800-1.  Setb  Cushing. 

1802-5.  None. 

1300.  Seth  Cushing. 

1807.  None. 

1303-14.   Elijah  Bisbee. 

1815.   None. 

1310,   Jonathan  Parker. 

1817-18.  None. 

1819.  Jonathan  Parker. 

1820-27.  None. 

1828-29.  Jonathan  Parker. 

1830.   None. 

1831-33.  Jonathan  I*arker. 

1834-36.  Josiah  T.  Ellis. 

1837.  None. 

1833.   Zaecheus  Parker. 

1839-40.    None. 

1341-43.   Lewis  Bradford. 

1844.   None. 

1845-46.  Cephas  C.  Bumpus. 

1847.   None. 

1843.   Elijah  Dexter. 

1840.    None. 

1850-51.  Joseph  B.  Nye. 

1852.  C.  C.  Boiii|ms. 

1853.  John  I'.  Ellis. 
1854-56.  None. 

only  show  who  were  the 
generations,  but  probably 
names  of  the    families  at 
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diSereat  periods  dwelliog  in  the  town.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  now  nnmeii  were  constantly  making  their 
appearance,  and  gradually  enlarging  the  circle,  once 
confined  to  those  whose  ancestry  has  already  been 
described.  Kev.  Jonathan  Parker  had  come  in  from 
Barnstable  and  founded  a  family  wiiich  ever  since  liis 
day  has  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the  town. 
John  Avery  Parker,  of  New  Bedford  ;  Oliver  Par- 
ker, the  manufacturer;  Jonathan  Parker,  for  many 
years  the  treasurer  and  representative  of  the  town  ; 
and  in  the  present  generation  Zaccheus  Parker  and 
his  son,  the  late  Lewis  B.  Parker,  have  all  illustrated 
in  their  character  and  lives  the  genuine  Puritan  spirit 
and  vigor  of  blood  so  largely  possessed  by  their  an- 
cestors. William  Churchill  had  come  in  from  Plym- 
outli,  the  son  of  John,  who  came  to  Plymouth  in 
l(j43,  and  in  him,  too,  Plympton  found  a  source  of 
pure  Pilgrim  blood,  which  has  flowed  in  an  untainted 
stream  through  the  veins  of  a  numerous  posterity. 
Joel  Ellis  had  come  in,  tlie  son  of  Samuel,  and  grand- 
sou  of  John,  the  ancestor,  who  married,  in  1(545, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward  Freeman,  and  settled 
in  Sandwich  probably  at  the  date  of  its  settlement,  iti 
1639.  Ignatius  Gushing  had  come  in  from  Scituate, 
the  grandson  of  Matthew,  wiio  came  over  in  1G38, 
and  settled  in  Hingham,  and  Edmund  Weston,  from 
Duxbury,  the  son  of  Edmund,  who  came  to  Boston 
in  the  "Elizabeth  and  Ann,"  in  lti35.  Nathaniel 
Harlow  had  come  in  from  Plymouth,  the  sou  of 
William,  who  appeared  in  Lynn  in  1637,  and  after- 
wards removed  to  Sandwich,  and  finally  to  Plymouth, 
the  ancestor  of  a  family  whose  name  may  be  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  Old  Colony  ;  and  Josiali  Perkins 
had  come  with  his  father,  Luke,  from  Hampton, 
where  his  grandfather,  Abraham,  was  an  early  settler, 
and  his  descendants,  too,  have  beeu  and  continue  to 
be  men  in  whom  the  town  often  confides  the  manage- 
ment of  its  affairs.  Benjamin  Soule  had  come  in 
from  Duxbury,  who  married  a  Staudish,  and  was  the 
grandson  of  George  Soule,  who  cume  in  the  "  May- 
flower ;"  and  Jabez  Newland  came,  who,  haviug  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Ebenczer  Slandish,  of  Plympton, 
settled  in  the  town,  and  was  for  a  time  active  in  pro- 
moting its  welfare.  David  Bosworth  came  in  from 
Plymouth,  the  son  of  Benjamin,  of  Hull,  and  married 
Mercy  Sturtevant,  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  earliest 
settlLMS  of  the  town.  Ebenezer  Standish  had  come 
in  from  Duxbury,  the  grandson  of  Miles,  and  some  of 
his  descendants  bearing  the  name  may  still  be  found 
within  the  limits  of  the  township.  Besides  these 
the  Lobdells  and  Shermans  and  Booneys  and  Bis- 
bees  and  Uaywards  and  Leaches  and  Holmes  and 
Gaunetts  and  Ripleys  and  Fullers   and  Bryants  had 


come  in  from  various  parts  of  tlie  Old  Colony,  all 
mingling  together,  and  leaving  a  posterity  which 
exists  to-day  as  free  from  foreign  ingredients  as  any 
community  which  can  be  found  in  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land. 

Up  to  the  time  when  the  incipient  stages  of  the 
Revolution  began  to  appear,  little  occurred  to  break 
the  monotony  of  the  town's  agricultural  life.  In 
those  days,  and  indeed  until  a  very  recent  period, 
the  fields  of  Massachusetts  were  depended  upon  for 
the  support  of  its  people,  and  little  or  iidthing  lor 
the  consumption  of  man  or  beast  came  from  beyond 
its  borders.  In  fact  each  district  and  town  \vm  ex- 
pected to  raise  its  own  supplies,  so  difficult  vvcn:  the 
methods  of  communication,  and  coriseciuenily  those 
towns  which  possessed  agricultural  advantages  were 
thrifty  and  prosperous.  Plympton  was  favorably  sit- 
uated at  the  central  point  of  diagonal  lines  crossing 
the  county  of  Plymouth,  and  the  cjuiot  which  now 
characterizes  its  streets  and  roadways  muat  be  in 
striking  contrast  to  the  comparative  bustle  and  ac- 
tivity which  prevailed  when  it  lay  on  the  great  thor- 
oughfares between  the  various  prominent  towns  of  the 
county.  Even  up  to  the  time  of  recent  railroad  in- 
tercommunication, Plympton  was  the  chosen  spot  for 
political  and  religious  conventions,  being  equidistant 
from  the  remote  corners  of  the  county.  But  though 
remote  from  steam  communication,  and  suffering  from 
a  general  stagnation  of  manufactures  and  agricL.lture 
and  trade,  it  muat  not  be  thought  that  it  has  met 
with  its  death,  and  that  it  is  beyond  the  hope  of  res- 
urrection. In  the  evolution  of  a  new  country,  with 
the  rapidly-shifting  scenes  which  must  attend  such  a 
process,  there  must  be  at  times  an  overflow  here  and 
a  drainage  there  until  a  level  is  reached,  from  and 
above  which  a  general  rise  must  eventually  occur, 
lifting  every  locality  to  a  higher  plane  of  prosperity 
and  wealth.  Our  country,  even  in  New  England,  is 
still  new  ;  its  waves  of  population  have  not  yet  settled 
to  a  rest ;  everything  ia  still  in  a  formative  condition  ; 
towns  here  and  there  may  grow  rich  and  others  grow 
poor,  but  we  must  be  assured  that  the  time  will  come 
when  the  rich  will  overflow  and  the  poor  will  begiu 
to  prosper  and  rise. 

Concerning  the  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act,  which  in 
many  towns  created  serious  alarm,  little  was  done  by 
the  town  of  Plympton.  In  1766,  when  the  co.^^t  of 
the  disturbances  and  riots  caused  by  that  act  began 
to  be  counted,  a  vote  was  passed  in  town-meeting 
expressing  the  opposition  of  the  town  to  any  payment 
to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  or  others  of  any  compen- 
sation for  the  damage  which  the  disturbances  had 
occasioned.     In  1768  it  was  voted  to  concur  with  the 
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iiihabitiiiits  of  Boston  in  tlieir  determination  to  cease 
the  importation  of  British  j^oods.  On  the  21st  of 
September,  in  ihat  year,  it  was  voted  "  to  choose  a 
committee  of  one  to  go  to  Boston  in  order  to  act 
witli  a  number  of  gentlemen  chosen  in  Boston  and 
other  towns  in  the  province,  to  meet  at  Faneuil  Hall 
on  the  li2d  inst.,  in  order  to  take  into  consideration  , 
the  dangerous  situation  we  apprehend  this  province 
is  in,  ina=much  as  Governor  Barnard  has  dissolved  the 
General  Court  at  a  time  when  we  apprehend  there  is 
danger  of  a  speedy  French  war,  and  at  the  same  time 
we  are  threatened  with  being  deprived  of  our  civil 
and  religious  liberties,  and  for  them  to  do  what  they 
shall  think  most  for  the  honor  of  his  majesty  and  tlie 
liest  good  and  safety  of  this  Province." 

On  tiie  11th  of  July,  1774,  it  was  voted  "  not  to 
purchase  or  consume  any  goods  of  any  kind  imported 
from  Great  Britain  after  the  1st  of  October  next, 
until  our  liberties  are  restored."  This  resolve  was 
passed  by  a  vote  of  ninety-seven  to  fifteen.  At  the 
same  meeting,  George  Bryant,  Seth  Gushing,  William 
Ripley,  Samuel  Lucas,  Thomas  Savery,  and  Josiah 
Perkins  were  chosen  a  committee  to  consider  and  re-  | 
port  on  the  condition  of  public  att'airs,  and  subse- 
quently reported  as  follows  : 

"  AVe,  the  sutiscribeis,  bcin;^  chosen  a  c-oriimitteu  to  t.ake  into  ' 
coasideriitioo  the  precarious  state  and  dangerous  situatiun  in   . 
wliicli  Chu  public  all'airs  of  this  Province  are  now  under,  and 
which  threaten  j^rcut  distress  through  ail  the  colonies,  beg  leave 
to  report. 

"  In  the  tirst  place,  we  recommend  unto  all  to  be  deeply  liniu- 

ble  before  God,  under  a  due  sense  ot'  tlie  many  aggravated  sins  : 

which  abound  iu  the  land  in  this  day  of  our  calamity,  which  ia 

the  foundation  cause  of  all  the  sorrows  and  calamities  that  we 

feel  or  ftiar,  and  rcitent  and  turn  tu  God  with  our  whole  hearts. 

I 
and   thus  we  may   humbly   hope  that  God  will   graciou.>ly  be  . 

pleased  to  return  unto  us,  and  appear  for  our  deliverance,  and 
save  us  from  the  diatreas  we  are  now  laboring  under,  and  pre- 
vent lieavicr  calamities  coming  upon  us.  We  also  recommend 
this  town  by  no  means  to  he  concerned  in  purchasiug  or  con- 
suming any  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain  after  the  first 
day  of  October  ne.\t  and  until  our  grievances  are  removeil,  and 
with  regard  tu  entering  into  any  combination  respecting  pur- 
chasing goods  imported  from  Great  Britain,  we  humbly  con- 
ceive it  would  be  very  impruilent  to  act  anythiug  of  that  uature 
until  the  result  of  the  Congress  fhall  be  made  public,  and  upon 
the  report  thereof  we  advise  the  town  to  be  very  active  in  pur-  ' 
suing  the  most  regular  method  in  oriler  tu  promote  the  good  of  ' 
the  public  and  the  nourishing  state  of  the  same." 

It  was  voted  to  send  the  report  to  the  town  clerk 
of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  the  same  committee,  with 
David  iVIagoon,  James  Harlow,  John  Bridi;ham,  John 
Shaw,  Isaiaii  Cushman,  and  Isaac  Churchill  added,  \ 
wa.s  instructed  to  consider  the  result  of  the  Congress  , 
when  readied,  and  report  to  the  town  what  action  it 
was  expedient  to  take  in  the  premises. 

The  tone  and  spirit  of  the  above  report  illustrate 


both  the  parochial  and  municipal  complexions  which 
characterized  the  meetings  of  the  town.  In  the  one 
we  discover  the  peace-loving  spirit  of  the  gospel, 
which  puts  its  faith  in  God  ;  in  the  other  we  discover 
the  more  secular  and  practical  injunction,  "  to  keep 
your  powder  dry."  On  the  21st  of  the  following  Sep- 
tember, Josiah  Perkins,  William  Ripley,  and  Thomas 
Savery  were  chosen  a  committee  to  draw  up  ami 
report  instructions  to  Samuel  Lucas,  the  representative 
of  the  town  to  the  General  Court,  and  the  following 
instructions  were  subsequently  reported  aud  adopted: 

•'  Whereas,  we  the  subscribers,  being  chosen  a  couiinittee  to 
draw  up  instructions  for  the  representative  to  the  General  Court, 
we  have  done  it  in  the  following  uumner.  la  the  lirst  place. 
we  advise  him  by  no  means  to  be  aiding  or  consenting  to  any 
transaction  to  be  done  at  the  General  Court  that  is  inconsistent 
»iih  our  cliarter  rights  and  privileges,  and  also  if  in  case  the 
Government  should  adjourn  the  Court  to  Boston,  we  advise  him 
by  no  means  to  give  his  attendance,  unless  the  Government  be 
so  good  as  to  remove  his  forces  out  of  the  town." 

Samuel  Lucas,  the  representative,  was  also  chosen 
to  attend  a  Provincial  Congress,  at  Concord,  on  the 
11th  of  October.  On  the  3d  of  January,  177'>, 
Samuel  Lucas  was  again  cho.sen  a  delegate  to  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  to  be  held  at  Cambridge  on  the  10th 
of  February.  At  the  same  meeting  the  town  voted 
not  to  pay  the  minute-iuen  any  regular  pay,  but  in- 
structed the  selectmen  to  provide  for  such  as  could 
not  provide  for  themselves.  In  March,  177r»,  Seth 
Gushing,  who  was  then  acting  as  representative,  was 
instructed  to  act  as  a  delegate  to  Provincial  C'^"o'''^^* 
as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Lucas. 

At  this  time,  in  the  early  part  of  1775,  there  were 
four  military  companies  in  Plympton,  and  these  com- 
panies were  called  into  active  service  to  march  to 
Marshfield  on  the  19th  of  April,  the  very  day  on 
which  the  battles  of  Concord  and  Lexington  were 
fought.  Unlike  other  towns  in  the  county.  Marsh- 
field  in  its  municipal  capacity  had  taken  ground 
against  the  initiatory  steps  of  the  Revolution.  It 
had  passed  in  town-meeting  resolves  condemning  the 
disturbances  caused  by  the  Stamp  Act,  and  other  re- 
solves condemning  the  destruction  of  tea.  Its  most 
pronounced  loyalists  had  been  so  seriously  annoyed  by 
the  patriots  of  other  towns,  that,  at  their  re(|Uest, 
Capt.  Balfour  with  a  company  of  Queen's  Guards, 
numbering  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  was  sent  in 
January,  1775,  to  Marshfield  for  their  protection. 
The  presence  of  these  troops  was  such  a  menace  and 
insult  to  the  people  of  the  county,  that  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  the  county  militia  marched  on  the  lUth  of  April 
to  attack  them.  On  the  arrival  of  the  rejiiment  at 
Marshfield,  on  the  20th,  it  was  found  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  battles  of  the  day  before.  Gen.   Gage 
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l»aJ  sent  orders  for  the  immediate  return  of  Capt. 
Balfour  to  Boston,  and  that  in  obedience  to  that  order 
liis  embarkation  had  been  effected  only  an  hour  or 
two  before.  The  regiment  consisted  of  six  or  seven 
hundred  men,  and  Capt.  Balfour  afterwards  stated 
that  if  he  had  been  attacked  he  should  have  surren- 
dered without  firio*;  a  gun.  Thus  Marshfield  not 
only  narrowly  escaped  furnishing  the  first  battle-field 
of  the  war,  but  also  furnishing  a  victory  with  the 
moral  effect  of  which  that  of  the  skirmishes  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  would  present  no  comparison. 

The  officers  of  the  First  Regiment  were  Theophilus 
Cotton,  of  Plymouth,  colonel  ;  Thomas  Lathrop.  of 
Plyu)outh,  lieutenant-colonel;  John  Gray,  of  King- 
ston, first  major;  and  Seth  Cushing,  of  Plympton, 
second  major.  The  Plympton  companies  in  this  regi- 
ment, all  of  which  went  to  Marslifieid,  were  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  John  Bradford,  Capt.  Thomas 
Loring,  Capt.  William  Atwood,  and  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Shaw.  The  members  of  Capt.  Bradford's  company 
were  as  follows  : 


John   Bradford,  capt. 
Jesse  Sturtcvant,  lieut. 
Jauie^j  Harlow,  ensit^n. 
Tbumas  Sampaou,  sergt. 
C.  Sttirtevaot,  sorgt, 
Xstjaobar  Bisbee,  corp. 
Freeman  EUia,  curp. 
I'licUurd  Bosvvortb,  corp. 
Zi-'Dos  Bryaut,  druumer. 
Ezekiol  Painter,  fifer. 
Joho  Cliurcbill. 
Juslub  ToiusoD. 
(icurge  Eisbec. 
J'Jlifba  Faxon. 
Ignittiiid  Loring. 
Perez  Bradlurd. 
NehciDiali  Bi^^bec. 
David  Brigga, 
John  Briggs. 
Jonutban  Curtis. 
Jacob  Cushmuu. 
Stephen  Churohill. 
Jusiah  Cuiihiuau. 
Elias  Cburcliill. 
BarDuba^  Harlow. 
Oliver  lloluics. 
I:i:uic  Waturniau. 


Ezekiel  Jubnson. 
Isaac  Lobdell. 
Elijah  McFarlin. 
Jo;dtah  Perkinu. 
Isaiuli  Ripley. 
William  Itipley. 
Zabdiel  Sampson. 
Ephraim  Suute. 
Epbraim  Tinkbam. 
Isaiah  Tliomos. 
Nathan  TiDkham. 
Joseph  Wright. 
Nathan  Churchill. 
Stephen  Ellis. 
Joel  Ellis. 
IsuHc  CubhmaD. 
Zu|thaniub  Purkius. 
Abner  Btsbee. 
Sylvaous  BartleCt. 
John  Weston. 
Ephruim  Tuiusoo. 
Ebenezer  Tomson. 
Adaui  Tomson. 
Joshua  Carter. 
Samuel  Parris. 
Samuel  Sturtcvant. 


The  members  of  Capt.  Thomas  Loring's  company 
were : 


Thomas  Loring,  capt. 
Job  Westou,  sergt. 
Ebunezer  Soulc,  corp. 
Levi  Bryant,  drummer. 
ZubeJco  Chandler. 
James  Cburcbill. 
Ezukiel  Loring. 
Elijah  Bisbce,  Jr. 
Thomas  Cushman. 
Kbenezer  Lobdell. 


Elkanab  Cushman,  Jr. 
Adam  Wright. 
Levi  Wright. 
Benjamin  Wright. 
Nathaniel  Churchill. 
Benjnmin  Bryant. 
Ebenezer  Cusbman. 
Ebenezcr  Churchill. 
Gideon  Bradford. 
Isaac  Rickard. 


Lemuel  Ripley. 
Josiah  Chandler. 
Isaiah  Cusbman,  Jr. 
Abner  Uarlow. 
Zadoc  Weston. 
Joseph  Wright. 
Samuel  Wright. 
Silad  Sturtevant. 
Asa  Hooper. 
Noah  Sturtevant. 
Nathaniel  Bonney,  Jr. 
Joshua  Bryant. 
Ia;iac  Churchill,  Jr. 
Nathaniel   Oarlow. 
Ephraim  Bryant. 
Joshua  Loring. 
E/ra  Bonney. 
Jacob  Bryant. 
Job  Wright. 
Joseph  Wright. 
James  Bishop. 
Henry  Sampson. 
BuDtel  Soule. 
Nathaniel  Fuller. 
Job  Uolmes. 
Noah  Bosworth. 
Thomas  Harlow. 
SimeuQ  Bonney. 
Samuel  Cusbman. 
Winalow  Bradford. 
Joshua  Chandler. 
Nathaniel  Rider. 
Peter  Thayer. 


TUeupliilus  Rickard. 
Lemuel  Rickard. 
Jonathan  Rici(ard. 
Zachariah  Cusbman. 
Lazarus  Harlow. 
Isaac  Wright. 
Pclcg  Lavvson. 
Benjamin  Cu.shman. 
Caleb  Cualimun. 
John  Churchitl. 
Elisha  Whitten,  Jr. 
Benjamin  BIo?=om. 
Benjamin  Soule. 
Caleb  Loring. 
Gideon  Sampson. 
Luke   Perkins. 
Job  Holmes,  Jr. 
Zachariah  Standish. 
Nathaniel  Pratt,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  Bonney. 
Samuel  Bonney. 
David  Churchill. 
James  Magoon. 
Abner  Hall. 
Isaac  Churchill  {3d). 
Noah  Bisbee. 
John  Bisbee. 
Joaiah  Uipiey. 
William  Churchill. 
John  Barnes. 
Timothy  lliploy. 
Joseph  Ripley. 


The  members  of  Capt.  William  Atwood's  company 
were  as  follows : 


William  Atwood,  capt. 
James  Murdock,  lat  lieut. 
Joseph  Barrows,  2d  lieut. 
William  Washburn,  sergt. 
John  Shaiv,  sergt. 
Joseph  Atwood,  sergt. 
Simmons  Barrowa,  corp. 
Roland  llummond. 
Jabez  Muxam. 

The  members  of  Capt, 

Nathaniel  Shaw,  capt. 
Jonathan  TilsoDi  lat  lieut. 
Francis  Shurtleff,  2d  lieut. 
Joshua  Perkins,  sergt. 
Joseph  Cubb,  sergt. 
Eluazer  Crocker,  sergt. 
Elisha  Lucas,  sergt. 
Consider  Chase,  corp. 
Samuel  Cobb,  corp. 
Eleazer  Rickard,  Jr.,  corp. 
Jodepb  Crocker,  corp. 
Ebcuezer  Ransom,  drum- 
mer. 
Isaiuh  Tilsun,  drummer. 
Sauiuel  Lucas. 
Lemuel  Crocker. 
John  Lucas. 
■  David  Wood. 
James  Doten. 


Thomas  Muxaui. 
Gideon   Perkins. 
Benjamin  Tubbs. 
Jonathan  Barrows. 
Nathaniel  Alwoud. 
Robert  Sturtevant. 
Bartlett  filurdock. 
Benjamin  Benson. 
Ebenezer  Durham. 

Shaw's  company  were  : 

Hezekiah  Colo. 
Nathan  Cobb. 
Daniel  Fauncc. 
John  Rickard. 
William  Sturtcvant. 
Issuchar  Fuller. 
Barnabas   Luc;is. 
John  Shermau. 
John  Atwood. 
Benjamin  Sburtloff. 
Edward  Stephens. 
Edward  Stephens,  Jr. 
William  StcpbenA. 
Lemuel  Stcphc-ns. 
John  Stephens. 
Ama^iah  Doten. 
Joseph  Ransom. 
Elijah  Ransom. 
Joahua  Totman. 
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Julin  Dunliaoj. 
Elcii/.er  Uubbin^. 

N..:ih  Pnut. 
Sylvunus  Dunhaiu. 
.Siuii.-un  Dunhum. 
Sihi.-^  Dunbaui. 
Elijiib  Dunbum. 
Daniel  Vaut^liiiii. 
UiLiiicl  Vaugliiiu,  Jr. 
William  Cubb. 
Jci.-epli  Vikujjban. 
:^aniuui  Vauijban. 
Abiul  SburtleU". 
Thumaii  Savery. 
Andrew  Uunuvv.'. 


Juba  SburtluH'. 
Gcorgo  Ilaiumun'l. 
x^iubruso  Sbaw. 
Bc'iijaiuiD  Sbaw. 
Benjainia  Shaw,  Jr. 
Caleb  Atwood. 
JumitbaD  .Sbaw. 
NeUciiiiab  Sbaw. 
Elijah  Luca^j. 
Isaac  S.  Lucas. 
Elcazci"  Uickard. 
Aboer  Kickarti. 
Elijah  Uickurd. 
Juscpli  BonJman. 


In  the  same  year  Joseph  Whitten  enlisted  for  tem- 
porary service  in  Capt.  Ainada  Soper'a  compaiiy. 

The  followiDg  enlisted  in  1777  for  service  at  Brid- 
tol,  11.  I.  : 


Whether  the  soldiers  who  served  at  this  time  were 
credited  to  the  town  as  a  part  of  its  quota  in  the 
war  eaiiiiot  be  ascertained.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  tlie  rolls  containing  their  names  were  returned  to 
the  State  authorities,  and  it  is  probable  that  many  of 
the  survivors  became  pensioners  of  the  government. 
In  177G  the  following  members  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Shaw's  company,  which  represented  the  south  part  of 
the  town,  now  Carver,  were  sent  to   Boston   on  tem- 


porary tervice : 

Francis Shurtlert',  Ut  lieut. 
Joseph  Cule,  2d  lieut. 
Tiinuthy  Cobb,  scrgt. 
SaiuuttI  Luuas  {'M),  sergt. 
Conaidur  Chase,  sergt. 
Samuel  Vuughan,  sergt. 
John  Lucus.  i^urp. 
Kbenuzer   Uausoui,  drum- 
mer. 
Sylvanua  Stephens,  6fer. 
llL-zckiab  Cole, 
Nehemiah  Cubb. 


Samuel  Cobb. 
Afa  Dunham. 
Noah  Fuller. 
Isuuo  Sbaw  Lucas. 
Abijub  Luoos. 
Kleazer  Robbins. 
Joseph  Kausom. 
David  Uansom,  Jr. 
Beujamiu  Shurtleff,  Jr. 
Daniel  Vaugtiaa. 
Thomas  Savery. 
Isaac  Luca^. 


The  following  men  enlisted  in  the  company  of 
Capt.  Nelson,  of  Plymouth,  in  the  same  year,  for 
service  at  Fort  Edward  : 


Stcpbea  Atwood. 
Ama^iah  Doten. 
Elijah  Dunham. 
Silo?  DuahaiQ. 
Bonjumla  Tubbs. 
Jouathaa  Rickard. 


Corporal  Sturtcvant. 
Natbaniul  Pratt. 
Elijah  McFarlin. 
Elijah  Uickaid. 
Sylvanus  Stephens. 
Joseph  Whilten. 

The  following  enlisted  in  the  same  year,  for  tem- 
porary  service  in   Boston,  in  the  company  of  Capt, 

Stetison  : 

John  Muxam.  Gideon  Biadlord. 

KIcazcr  Uickard.  James  Bisliop. 

John  Tilson,  Nelicmiab  Sturtcvant. 

Sergeant  Sturtcvant. 

Tiie  following  enlisted  for  temporary  service  in 
Boston,  in  the  same  year,  in  Capt.  Thomas  Turner's 
company  : 

Jo-hua  Loring,  sergt.  Puleg  Sampson. 

Muaea  St;lndi^ll.  Ebcnezer  Churchill. 

Joaiah  Perkins. 


Joshua  Perkins,  Ist  lieut. 
Abiel  ShurtleS*. 
Joseph   Barrows. 
Samuel  Lucas. 
William  Washburn. 
Simeon  Barrows. 
Peleg  Barrows. 
Bartlett  Murdock. 
Benjamin  Ward. 


Joshua  Totiiian. 
Jiimes  Murduck. 
Aiidiew  Bairovvs. 
John  Shaw  f^d). 
Jabcz  Muxam. 
Asa  Sturtcvant. 
Asa  Barrowd. 
William  Morrison. 
Ellis  Grillitb. 


In  the  same  year  the  following  members  of  one  of 
the  Flympton  companies,  then  in  command  uf  James 
Harlow,  were  sent  to  Boston  on  temporary  service: 


Elijah  Bisbee»  Ist  lieut. 
Job  Weston,  2d  lieut. 
Joel  Ellis,  Jr.,  sergt. 
Ebeiiezer  Bonuey,  sergt. 
Stephen  Ellis,  sergt. 
Nathaniel  Fuller,  sergt. 
Nouh  Bisbee,  corp, 
Nathaniel  Sherman,  corp. 
Gid.  Bradford,  drummer. 
Simeon  Bonney. 
Calvin  Bradford. 
Josiah  Cuahman. 
Jacob  Cushmaa. 
John  Chamberlin. 


Freeman  Ellts. 
Benjamin  Fuller. 
Nathaniel  Harlow. 
Joshua  Loving. 
Eiia  Perry. 
Josiah  Purkins. 
Tbcophilus  Rickard. 
laaac  Pfciukard. 
Joseph  Wright. 
Isaac  Wiigbt. 
Samuel  Wiigbt. 
Elisba  Whitten. 
Levi  Wright. 
Samuel  Wright  (2d). 


The  following  members  of  another  of  the  Plympton 
companies,  then  commanded  by  Capt.  Thomas  bamp- 
son,  were  sent  to  Brbtol,  11.  I.,  in  1777  : 

Jacob  Bryaut. 
I'Vaucis  Couk. 
Jabez  Weston. 


Thomas  Sampson,  oapt. 
Zephaniab  Perkins. 
Ebenezur  Soule. 
Elcuzer  Ripley. 
Ephraim  Soule. 
Samuel  Ripley. 
Shadraeh  Standish. 
Joshua  Bryant. 
Asaph  Soule. 
Stephen  Churchill. 
Peleg  Sampson. 
Nathan  Bryant. 


John  Churchill. 
(jeorgo  Bisbce. 
Samuel  Bonuey. 
Zachariah  Standish. 
Benjamin  Soule. 
Moses  Standish. 
William  Churchill. 
Caleb  Loiing. 


In  the  same  year  the  following  enlisted  for  eight 
months'  service: 


Ezra  Perry. 
Caleb  Cushmau. 
William  Ripley. 
John  King. 
Noab  Fuller. 


Zephaniab  Doty. 
Benjamin  Lucas. 
Isaac  Luca^s, 
Elijah  Raymond. 
Bela  LuciLS. 


The  following  enlisted  in  the  same  year  for  three 
years: 


Andrew  Cuahman. 
Josiah  Perkins. 
Consider  Pratt. 
John  Morris. 
Jonathan  Holmes. 


Luther  Bryaut, 
Ferdinand  Hall. 
Isaac  Tiukbam. 
E^ra  Perry. 
William  Ripley. 
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James  K&rlow. 
Jamt;8  BoDney. 
liiuic  Bonney. 


Joseph  Cbiiinbcrlin. 
James  Bishop. 
Jusbuu  Churchill. 


On  the  20th  of  April,  1778,  William  Ripley,  Sam- 
uel Lucas,  Thomas  Savery,  Isuiuh  Cushman,  and  Elijah 
Bisliee  were  chosen  a  committee  to  take  into  consid- 
eration a  plan   of  government   sent   to  the   town   for 
approval,  and  on  their  report  it  was  rejected  by  a  vote 
of   fifty-five  to  seventeen.     On   the  same    day    one 
hundred  pounds  were  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  - 
tlie   famiiics   of  soldiers.     In   this  year  the  followini;  \ 
recruits  were  raised  for  three  months'  service  in  Rhode  ' 
Island  under  Gen.    Sullivan:   From   the   company  of  i 
Capt.   James    Harlow,    Nathaniel    Sherman,    Josiah  ! 
Cushman,  and  Samuel  Wright;  from  the  company  of  : 
Capt.  Thomas  Sampson,   Barnabas   Harlow,  corporal, 
Peleg  Sampson,  and  Samuel  Gardner;  and   from  the 
company  of  Capt.  George  Hammond,  James  Murdock 
and  Josiah  Barrows,  Jr.     In  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year  the  following  recruits  were  enlisted  for  temporary 
service  in  and  about  Boston,  under  Gen.  Heath :   From 
the    company   of    Capt.    Sampson,    Peleg    Sampson, 
Thomas   Churchill,    Arthur    Chandler,    and    Francis 
Cook  ;   from  the  company  of  Capt.  Shaw,  John  Shaw, 
Benjamin   Shaw,  James   Howlaud,  James  Vaughan, 
and  Samuel  Cobb.     In  the  same  your  Ichabod  Finney, 
Joseph   Perkins,  and  Zachariah   Cushman,  from   the 
company  of  Capt.  Sampson  ;  Joseph  Crocker,  Samuel 
Cobb,  and  Asa  Dunham,  from  the   company  of  Capt. 
Shaw ;  Simeon   Bonney,  Jr.,   and  Joseph    Whiting, 
from   the   company  of  Capt.    Harlow ;  and   Barsillai 
Besse  and   Ephraim   Barrows,  from  the  company  of 
Capt.  Hammond,  enlisted  to  march  to  Fishkill  for  nine 
months'  service.     In  the  same  year  Seth  Churchill, 
Jr.,  Benjamin  Bryant,  and  Seth  Johnson,  from  Capt. 
Sampson's    company ;    Barnabas    Cobb,    from    Capt. 
Shaw's  company;  Nathaniel  Pratt,  Jr.,  and' Joseph 
Whiting,  from  Capt.  Harlow's  company  ;  and  William 
Washburn,  from  Capt.  Hammond's  company,  enlisted 
for  eight  months,  and  marched  to  Peekskill,  N.  Y.    In 
the  same  year  David  Churchill,  Jr.,  James  Soule,  and 
Joseph    Churchill,  from   Capt.  Sampson's  company ; 
David  Wood,  Jr.,  John  Dunham,  and  Samuel  Lucas 
(3d),  from  Capt.  Shaw's  company  ;  Jacob  Wright,  Jo- 
seph Wright,  and  John  Bisbee,  from   Capt.  Harlow's 
company ;  and   Daniel    Bumpus,    from    Capt.    Ham- 
mond's company,  enlisted  to  march  to  Providence  on 
six    mouths'    service.     In    the   same  year  ■  Ebenezer 
Cushman  and  Amos  Jeffrey,  of  Capt.  Sampson's  com- 
mand ;  Joseph  Lucas,  Jr.,  and  Benoni  Shaw,  of  Capt. 
Shaw's  ;  Josiah  Ripley,  sergt.,  and  William  Sampson, 
of  Capt.  Harlow's  ;  and  Joshua  Perkins,  Jr.,  of  Capt. 
Hammond's,  were  sent  to  Cambridge  under  Gen.  Na- 
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thaniel  Goodwin,  of  Plymouth,  to  guard  the  prisoners 
of  the  captured  army  of  Burgoyne. 

In  the  same  year  the  following  members  of  the 
Plympton  companies  enlisted  for  two  months'  service 
in  Rhode  Island,  under  Gen.  Sullivan. 

From  Capt.  Sampsons  company  : 

Porez  Bradford,  i»ergt.  Ichabud  Chuichill. 

Elenzer  Ripley,  sergt.  Arthur  Cliandler. 

Ephraim  Suule,  sergt.  Zehedee  Oluiudlur. 
John  Churchill. 


From  Capt.  Shaw's  company  : 


Noah  Pratt. 
Benjamia  llanaoui. 
John  Uickard. 
Issachar  Fuller,  Jr. 


Edward  Stcphcui. 
Daniel  Vaughan. 
Isaac  Shaw. 


From  Capt.  Harlow's  company  : 

Asaph  Bisbee.  William  Chamberlain. 

Saiuuel  Bradford.  Xathan  Wright. 


Nathaniol  Uarlow. 
James  Holmes. 


Nathan  Perkins. 


From  Capt.  Hammond's  company  : 


Benjamin  Barrows. 
Asabel  Lyon. 


Ellia  Grillin. 
Samuel  Briilirhuii 


In  the  same  year  Sylvanus  Braniliull,  Samuel  Bry- 
ant, and  Asa  Sturtevant  enlisted  for  two  yuai-s'  .service, 
and  Josiah  Harlow,  Thoma,s  Lushert,  Noah  Pratt, 
James  Dunham,  Jr.,  John  Bates,  Elijah  Rickard, 
Noah  Fuller,  Zephaniah  Doten,  Benjamin  Lucas, 
John  King,  Asa  Barrows,  Juphet  Benson,  Benjamin 
Blossom,  Ebenezer  Perkins,  Peter  Thayer,  Noah 
Eaton,  Isaac  Thayer,  Benjamin  Fuller,  Abner  Har- 
low, Reuben  Bisbee,  and  Jacob  Bryant  for  eight 
months. 

In  the  same  year  Samuel  Cobb,  Joseph  Crocker, 
Asa  Dunham,  Ephraim  Barrows,  and  Simeon  Bonney 
enlisted  for  nine  mouths. 

In  the  same  year  the  following  enlisted  for  three 

I  years'  service : 

1  •' 

Francis  Sburtlefi'.  Benjamin  Tubbs. 

j  Zebodee  Lyon.  Swansea  (negro). 

Ebenezer  Dunham.  Robert  Nu^no. 

Jesse  Murdock.  Eloathan  Benson. 

Mordecai  Barrows.  Asa  Barrows. 
Elisha  Morton. 


In  the  same  year  the  following  enlisted  for  one 
year's  service : 

Josiah  McFarlin. 


Lazarus  Harlow. 
Stephen  Churchill. 
Andrew  Cushman. 
Josiah  Perkins  (4th). 
Isouo  Tinkham. 
Isaac  Standish. 
John  Morris. 
Thomas  Cushman. 


Samuel  ^Vest. 
Nathan  Thrasher. 
Josiah  Perkins. 
Caleb  Stetson. 
Caleb  Cushman. 
Silas  Sturtevant. 
Peleg  Standish. 
John  1' ay  lor. 
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In  the  same  year  Noah  Sherman,  Joho  Stephens, 
and  John  Sherman,  from  Capt.  Shaw's  company,  en- 
listed for  temporary  service  under  Gen.  Heath  in  and 
about  Boston. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1779,  the  new  constitution 
whicli  was  submitted  to  the  town  was  rejected.  On 
the  2d  of  August  Seth  Cusliing  and  George  Ham- 
mond were  chosen  delegates  to  the  convention  to  be 
held  in  Cambridge,  to  consider  the  question  of  con- 
federation. In  that  year  the  following  men  enlisted 
for  three  years'  service. 

From  Capt.  Sampson's  company: 

Bciijiiraiu  BIo:>soiu.  Zebedee  Cu:3hmu.D. 

Wiliium  GuDiiett.  Isaac  Bi^bce. 

Kbenezcr  Stundish. 

Froui  Capt.  Hailow's  company : 

Juhn  Uarnes.  William  Harlow. 

Eboiic'/er  Wright. 

From  Capt.  Hammond's  company: 

KJward  Muidock.  Priuco  Newport. 

Ellis  Griffith. 

From  Capt.  Sliaw's  company  : 

William  Cobb.  Elijah  Dunham. 

In   the  same  year   the   following  enlisted  for  two 

montlis'  service  in  Rhode  Island. 

From  Capt.  Sampson's  company  : 

Caleb  Churchill.  Isaac  Bisbee. 

Francia  Riplcj.  • 

From  Capt.  Shaw's  company  : 

Ju=eph  Whitiiij;.  Asa  Budham. 

liaac  Cobb.  Consider  Luca3. 

From  Capt.  Harlow's  company ; 

Thcopbilu3  Kickard.  Wiilium  Harlow. 

(icurgc  Harlow. 

From  Capt.  Hammond's  company : 
Wolly  Holmes.  Thomas  Johnson. 

In  the  same  year  Zebedee  Chandler,  Nathan  Wright, 
Benjamin  Pratt,  and  Gideon  Shurtleff,  respectively, 
from  the  companies  of  Capts.  Sampson,  Ilarlow, 
Shaw,  and  Hammond  enlisted  for  six  months*  service 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  in  the  same  year  Eleazer 
Holmes  and  Noah  Eaton  from  Capt.  Harlow's  com- 
pany ;  Seth  llaridall,  Barnabas  Jackson,  and  Ford 
Bryant  from  Capt.  Sampson's ;  Benjamin  Barrows 
and  Joiin  Washburn  from  Capt.  Hammond's;  and 
Simeon  Dunham  Irom  Capt.  Shaw's  company,  enlisted 
for  nine  months'  service  in  the  Continental  army. 

In  1780  the  followinj^  general  recruits  were  raised 
for  three  months'  service  in  the  army  : 


Barnabas  Cobb. 

I.-iaac  Cobb. 


John  Sherman. 
Levi  Shaw. 


Issachar  Fuller. 
Calvin  Perkins. 

Abie!  Shurtleff. 
Chark*3  Ilowland. 
Lcmuot  Cole. 
Carver  Barrows. 
Kllis  Gritlith. 
Ephruim  Barrows. 
Henry  Wall. 
Moses  Barrows. 
Theopliilus  Kickard. 
Gideon  Shurtleff. 
.Tuhn  Cliamberlin, 
Ford  Bryant. 
ICdward  Wright, 
Jubez  Wright. 
Ebenezer  Standiah. 
Dependence  Shurtleff. 
I>avid  Soule. 
Lieut.  Jacob  Weston. 


Lieut.  Nehemiah  Cole. 
Cornelius  Bryant. 
PiitriL-L  Bryiint. 
Elisha  Muitun. 
Mo^^e^  Dunliau]. 
Benjamin  Pratt. 
Jamub  Whittuii. 
ilu=e:j  Wrij^lit. 
Conjiider  Lucaa. 
Rcuhcn  Totriian. 
Issachar  Fulk-r. 
Elijah  MuF;irlin. 
Ichabod  Finney. 
Jujcph  Tinlvbaui. 
Williaiu  Gardner. 
Joiliua  Churchill. 
Moses  Barrowa. 
William  Shurtleff. 
Juhn  Wait. 
C.  Sniiih. 


The  following  enlisted  for  six  months'  service  in 
the  same  year : 


Franci:!  lliploy. 
John  Barnes. 
Nathan  Wright. 
Ayaph   Bisbee. 
William  Gannett. 
Isaac  WhiLten. 
Joseph  Wright. 
William  Ripley. 
Robert  Waterman. 
Jacob  Loring  Rugglea, 
Jacob  Loring. 
Oliver  Brudl'ord. 
Ephruiiu  Lucas. 
Consider  Lucas. 


Ebenezer  Perkins. 
Juhn  Perkiud. 
Ichubud  Shurtleff. 
Noaii    Pratt. 
Elisha  Lucaa. 
Isaiah  Cu.-huian. 
Elcazcr  llulmes, 
John  Appliii;^. 
Zebedee  Cuahman. 
Ada  Harper. 
Ebeuezer  Wright. 
William  Sampson. 
I:?uau  A\'e-tun. 
Luther  Brvaiit. 


In   1781    the   following  men   were  .sent  to   Rhode 
Island  for  forty  days*  service : 


Thouins  Sampson,  capt. 
Silas  Sturtevant,  lieut. 
Pcleg  Sampson,  corp. 
Edward  Cole,  Jr. 
William  Ilarlow. 
Cuoiiidcr  Luca^. 
I&saehar  Fuller. 
Isaac  Bonucj. 
Ebenezer  Hansom. 
Eleazer  lluluies. 
AVilliam  Cufiihmaa. 
George  Harlow. 
Cuosider  Bryant. 
Isaac  Bisbeu. 
Robert  Ilarlow. 
Isaac  Whitten. 
Ebenezer  Sluudish. 
Caleb  Churchill. 
Zephauiah  Suule. 
Francia  Uipley. 
Calvin  Perkins. 
Joueph  Tinkham. 
James  Iloliues. 


William  Whiting. 
Thcophilus  Rickard. 
Jonathan  Tilson. 
AVilliam  Cubb. 
Levi  Atwuod. 
John  bunhaiii. 
Zebedee  Chau.IIer. 
Benjamin  l!o:>uuith. 
Eliphak-t  Waterman. 
Jo.iiub   Parris. 
Joshua  I'aliuer. 
Ichabud  Hatch. 
Asa  Soule. 
Caleb  Sturte\ant. 
Samuel  Fuller. 
Zauliariah  Slandiah. 
David  Stiutevaut. 
James  Ilarlow. 
Silaa  Dunham. 
Zcbudee  (^'u^hinan. 
Couaider  Bryant. 
Calviu  Perkins. 
Zaccheus  Soule. 


In  the  same  year  the  following  recruits  were  raised 
for  the  Continental  army  : 
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Epliraiiu  Pnitt. 
Ferdinand  Hull. 
Juauthun  llolmed. 


Edward  Murduck. 
Noub  EutoD. 
Pero  Marden. 


The  followiDfi  men  enlisted  in  the  same  year  for 
five  months'  service  in  Rhode  Island  : 


Jusepb  McFarlin. 
Jauitid  Bishop,  Jr. 


Simeon  Loriny 
Williuiu  Wall. 


And,  finally,  iu   the  same  year,  the  following  men 
linlistod  and  marched  to  West  Point : 


.Ti»epli  Churchill. 
Ehcnczer  Standi^h. 
AVilliam  Ripley. 
Epbruim  Lucod. 
Juhu  Duobaui,  Jr. 


Ichahod  Shurtlcff. 
Jainc3  liurlow. 
Joshua  Perkins. 
I^auc  Bonney. 
John  Barnes. 


The  above  li.st,  as  perfect  as  the  defective  rolls  at 
tlie  State- House  and  private  papers  in  tlie  hands  of 
the  writer  can  make  it,  covers  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  separate  enlistments.  According  to  the  United 
States  census  of  1790  the  population  of  Plympton 
was  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six,  and  that  of  Carver 
eiglit  hundred  and  forty-seven,  making  the  population 
of  Plympton  during  tlie  Revolution  about  eighteen 
hundred.  It  is  not  probable  that  many  towns  can 
boast,  as  it  is  possible  for  Plympton  to  do,  of  having 
furnished  enlistments  nearly  e(|ual  in  number  to  one- 
third  of  tlieir  population.  Of  course,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  in  the  above  computation  the  several  en- 
listments of  the  same  soldiers  are  counted.  It  is  ap- 
parent that  the  military  spirit  of  the  town  was  peculi- 
arly active.  For  some  time  before  the  war  four  militia 
companies  existed  within  her  borders,  and  as  early  as 
1701,  before  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  when  it 
existed  only  as  a  precinct,  a  training-place  was  provided 
for  its  inhabitants  by  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Plymouth. 
When  the  war  broke  out,  the  old  parent  town,  with  a 
much  larger  population,  contained  only  the  same 
number  of  companies.  The  number  of  men  in  Plym- 
outh of  whom  nominal  military  service  wa.s  required 
was  much  larger,  but  a  large  portion  of  them  were 
members  of  the  alarm-bands  only,  which  were  simply 
annexes  of  the  train-bands,  and  only  liable  on  special 
occasions  to  be  called  upon  for  active  duty. 

The  Revolutionary  history  of  Plympton  must  not 
be  closed  without  special  reference  to  Deborah  Samp- 
son, a  native  of  the  town,  who  in  male  entire  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  in  1782,  and  served  without  detection 
until  October,  1783.  She  was  a  descendant  from 
Abraham  Sampson,  who  came  from  England  about 
1G29,  and  settled  in  Duxbury.  Isaac  Sampson,  son 
of  Abraiiam,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Plymp- 
ton, and  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Slaudiah,  and  granddaughter  of  Miles.  Jonathan 
Sampson,   son   of  Isaac,    married   Joanua    Lucas    in 


1721,  and  had  a  son,  Jonathan,  who  married  Deborah, 
daughter  of  Eliaha  Bradford,  of  Kingston,  and  great- 
granddaughter    of    Governor    Bradford.       The    last 
Jonathan,  of  Plympton,  was  the  father  of  Deborah, 
the  subject  of  this   sketch,  who  was   Ijorn    Dec.  17, 
1760.     Her  great-great-grandfather,  Alexander  Stan- 
dish,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John   Alden,   and 
it  will    thus   be  seen   that   her  ancestry  was  a  distin- 
guished one,  and  that  tlie  blood  of  Bradford,  Stundish, 
Alden,   Lucas,   and  Sampson    mingled   in   her  vein.s. 
At  the  age  of  five  years  she  lived   for  a  short   lime 
with  a  maiden  lady  by  the  name  of  Fuller,  and  then 
entered    the    family   of    Mrs.  Thacher,    probably   the 
wife  or  widow  of  Peter    Thacher,   of  Middleboro'. 
At  the  age  of  ten  she  became  an  inmate  of  the  family 
of  Deacon   Jeremiah  Thomas,   of  31iddleboru',    and 
there  probably  remained  until  she  enlisted,  a  part  of 
the  time  teaching  one  of  the  schools  of  that  town. 
In  May,  1782,  having  secured  a  male  dress,  made  by 
a  tailor  in  Middleboro'   of  cloth  spun   and  woven   by 
herself,  she  disappeared  from  that  town,  first  going 
to    New    Bedford    with    the    expectation    of    there 
shipping  on  board  of  a  privateer.      Not  liking  the 
appearance  of  the  oflScers  of  the  vessel,  she  traveled 
to  Wrentham   and   Dedham,  and   finally   to   Belling- 
hani,  where,  under  the  name  of  Robert  Shurtlcff,  she 
enlisted  on  the  21st  of  May  as   one  of  the  quota  of 
the   town   of  Uxbridge.      She    was   attached    to   the 
company  of  Capt.  Wells,  in   Col.  Shepard's  regiment 
and  Gen.  Patterson's  brigade,  and  in   the  descriptive 
list  of  the  company  was  described  as  five  feet  seven 
and  a  half  inches  high,  with  hazel  eyes,  inclining  to 
blue.      From  Bellingham  she  was  sent  to  Worcester, 
West  Point,  Harlem,  and  White  Plains.      Her  com- 
pany was  afterwards  transferred  to  Col.  Henry  Jack- 
son's regiment,  and,  according  to  her  own  statement 
repeatedly  made,  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown, 
and  witnessed  the   surrender   of   Cornwallis.      The 
surrender  took  place,  however,  Oct.  19,  1781,  and  if 
the  above  date  of  her  enlistment  be  correct  this  pas- 
sage in  her  history  must  be  omitted.     Her  own  state- 
ment was  that  she  enlisted  in  May,  1781  ;  but  certain 
records  in  Middleboro'  seem  to  make  the  statement  a 
doubtful  one.     It  must  be  left,  therefore,  a  mooted 
question  whether,  on   the  one   hand,  the  records  in 
Middleboro'  are  incorrect,  or  whether  her  statements, 
made  probably  some  years  after  the  enlistment,  are 
founded  on  an  imperfect  recollection  of  her  service. 

In  June,  1782,  she  was  wounded  iu  the  temple 
and  the  groin,  and  though  sent  to  the  ho.spilal,  her 
sex  escaped  discovery.  The  bullet  in  her  groin  she 
extracted  with  her  own  hands,  and  thus  the  wound  in 
that  locality  was  coDcealed  from  the  eyes  of  the  sur- 
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geon.  Iq  the  summer  of  1783  she  was  attacked  by 
a  fever  and  sent  to  a  hospital  in  Pliiladelphia,  wliere 
Dr.  Binney,  tlie  pliysiciaii  in  charge,  discovered  her 
disguise,  and  caused  her  to  be  removed, — first,  to  the 
apartments  of  Mrs.  Pariier,  the  n)atron,  and  then  to 
his  own  house,  llepresentations  were  at  once  made 
to  Gen.  Patterson,  as  whose  aide-de-camp  slie  liud 
served  tor  a  time,  and  on  the  23d  of  October,  17S3, 
slie  wa.s  discharged.  In  November  she  returned  liome, 
and  April  7,  1784,  married  Benjamin  Gannett,  a 
farmer  of  Sharon.  After  her  discharge  she  received 
the  following  certificate  : 

"  Tliii  may  certify  that  Rubeit  SUurtlelf  waa  a  :jul Jici-  in  uiy 
Ue^iinunt  in  tbu  Cuucinuutal  army  tor  tlie  toivn  of  Uibritlj^e  iu 
the  Cuinnionwealtli  of  Massiichu^ett;?,  and  wiid  unlisted  fur  the 
terni  of  three  years  ;  that  he  had  the  conliilence  of  hid  othcers, 
did  Ins  duty  as  a  faithful  and  good  soldier,  and  was  honorably 
diichai'^ed  tlio  army  of  the  United  States. 

"  IIi::Nuir  J.vcKSON, 
"  Late  Cul.  in  tlie  American  Aiuiy." 

Ill  1805  she  was  placed  on  the  pension  list  iu 
obedience  to  the  following  order: 

"War  Dei'.vrtsiknt,  March  II,  1805. 
'*Siit, — -You  are  hereby  apprised  that  Deborah  Kannett,  who 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United  Slates  during  the 
late  llcvolutiouary  war,  and  who  was  severely  wounded  therein, 
has  this  day  been  placed  on  the  Pension  list  of  the  United 
States  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month,  to  commencu  on 
the  tirst  day  of  January,  180:^.  You  will  be  pleased  to  enter 
her  name  on  your  books  and  pay  her  or  her  legally-author- 
ixed  attorney  on  application  accordingly. 

"  1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

*'  Your  ob't  serv't, 

"  H.  I>KAUItOUN. 

"  Dknjamin  Acstix,  Esq.,  Boston." 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1792,  the  following  re- 
solve was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Mas.-sachusetts 
in  recognition  ol   her  services  : 

"  Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  Deborah  Gannett 
enlisted  under  the  name  of  Robert  Shurtletl',  in  Capt.  Wells' 
company  in  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  May  21,  1781, 
and  did  actually  perform  the  duties  of  a  soldier  in  the  late 
Arcoy  of  the  United  States  to  the  23"!  of  October,  178a,  for 
which  she  has  received  no  compensation;  and,  whereas,  it 
further  appears  that  the  said  Deborah  e.xhibited  an  e.vtraordi- 
nary  instance  of  female  heroism  by  discharging  the  duties  of  a 
faithful  gallant  soldier,  and  at  the  same  time  preserved  the 
virtue  and  chastity  of  her  sex  unsuspected  and  unblemished, 
and  was  discharged  from  the  service  with  a  fair  and  honorable 
character;  Therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  issue  his  note  to 
said  Deburah  for  the  sum  of  thirty-four  pounds,  bearing 
interest  from  October  2^1,  1783. 

Deborah  Gannett  died  in  Sharon,  April  21),  1827, 
at  the  age  of  sixtyeigiit  years,  leaving  her  husband, 
Benjamin,  who  died  Jan.  1),  1837,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  and  a  son,  Capt.  Earl  B.  Gannett,  who 
died   June   9,  1845,  at   the   age   of  Qfty-niue   years. 


In  1832  aQ  act  was  passed  by  Congress  awarding 
pensions  to  widows  of  soldiers,  and  iu  aceoidaiiee 
with  the  spirit  of  this  act,  a  special  provision  w.is 
made  for  the  payment  of  a  pension  to  Benjauiin 
Gannett  as  the  hu.iband  of  a  deceased  soldier,  and 
he  received  the  same  during  the  remainder  uf  his 
life. 

For  some  years  after  the  Revolution  Plyinptuij, 
like  most  small  towns,  felt  the  buideus  which  the  war 
had  imposed,  and  the  drain  on  its  finaiicial  resource-, 
which  the  constant  demand  for  men  and  means  had 
caused.  It  was  not  until  the  early  part  of  the  [ireseiit 
century  that  a  new  wave  of  activity  and  enterprije 
began  to  set  in.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  llevulutiun 
the  occupation  of  tlie  people  had  been  chietiy  cmi- 
fiiied  to  agriculture.  A  few  saw-mill*  and  grist-mills 
were  in  operation,  and  the  old  forge,  erected  by  Joseph 
Thomas  and  afterwards  owned  by  Joseph  Scult  arid  a 
l^Ir.  Beachani,  of  Boston,  had  kept  steadily  at  work. 
Where  the  tack-factory  now  stands  an  old  rurn.iee. 
erected  iu  or  about  1713,  had  manufactured  luure  or 
less  castings,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  its  c;iieer,  :it 
the  beginning  of  the  Revolution,  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  canuon  and  cannon-balls  from  die  ore 
found  iu  the  ponds  of  the  neighborhood-  During 
the  Revolution,  however,  tliis  furnace  ceased  opera- 
tions, and  Mr.  Gideon  Bradford,  its  last  manager,  re- 
moved to  Charlotte  Furuace,  in  the  south  part  of  what 
is  now  Carver,  where  it  is  said  the  first  hollow-ware  in 
this  country  was  cast.  To  the  Parker  family  belongs 
the  credit  of  creating  that  revival  of  business  which, 
during  many  years,  while,  in  anticipation  of  steam, 
the  water-power  of  the  country  held  undisputed  sway, 
made  Plympton  an  active  and  prosperous  town.  Rev. 
Jonathan  Parker,  the  second  minister  of  the  luwii, 
married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Avery,  of 
Truro.  His  childreD  were  Ruth,  Jonathan,  John 
Avery,  Elizabeth,  and  Avery.  He  married  for  a 
second  wife  Lydia,  daughter  of  Joseph  Dartlett,  of 
Plymouth.  His  son,  Jonathan,  born  in  173G,  on  ac- 
count of  a  blindness  which  had  afflicted  him  from 
early  manhood,  was  able  to  make  little  use  of  the  in- 
tellectual vigor  he  had  inherited  from  his  father.  He 
married,  in  1765,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Polycarjms 
Loring,  and  had  Oliver,  born  in  17tJG;  Polycarpu.s, 
1767;  John  Avery,  1769;  Ruth,  1771;  Jonathan, 
1774;  Jacob,  1776;  and  Abigail,  1778.  He  bought 
a  privilege  on  the  Wiunatuxet  River  of  James  Allen, 
Jeremiah  Allen,  John  Brown,  and  Martha  Brown  in 
178G,  on  which  he  built  a  forge  and  blacksmith-shop 
for  the  manufacture  of  shovels.  Of  his  children, 
John  Avery  married  Averick,  daughter  of  Shadraeh 
Stundish,  of  Plympton,  and   early   removed   to   Dart- 
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mouth,  from  whence  he  removed  to  New  Bedford, 
where  he  became,  as  is  well  known,  lar;;ely  and  most 
successfully  eD;;aged  in  the  whale  5shery.  Jonathan 
married,  first.  Silence,  dau<:hter  of  Asaph  Soule,  and, 
lecond,  Polly,  daughter  of  Asa  Sherman,  by  the  last 
of  whom  he  had  Polly  Stephens,  born  in  1809,  who 
married  Isaiah  Churchill;  Zaccheus,  1810,  who  mar- 
ried Betsey,  dau-^hter  of  Ansel  Bartlett,  of  Plyiuoulh  ; 
Silence,  1812,  who  married  Joshua  C.  Thompson  ; 
Lucy,  1816,  who  married  Thomas  Lorin-^;  Betsey, 
1818,  who  married  Josiah  S.  Hammond;  Abi^'ail 
Lorin;^,  1822,  who  married  Asaph  Wood;  Hannah 
Stephens,  1824;  and  Jonathan,  1826,  who  married 
Helen,  daughter  of  Jacob  Parker,  of  New  Bcdlbrd. 
He  first  eu2a<;ed  in  the  niauulacture  of  shovels,  and 
afterwards  in  the  management  of  a  store,  whicli,  since 
his  time  conducted  by  his  son,  Zaccheus,  and  grandson, 
Lewis  Bradford  Parker,  is  now  successfully  carried  on 
by  a  great-grandson,  the  son  of  Lewis,  whose  recent 
death  closed  a  life  honorable  to  liimself  and  useful  to 
his  fellow-citizens.  Oliver,  the  oldest  son,  bought  of 
his  father,  in  1803,  the  forge  and  hlacksmith-shop 
which  he  had  carried  on,  and  continued  in  the  busi- 
ness of  his  father.  Alter  his  death  the  works  were 
successively  carried  on  by  his  son,  Oliver,  and  grand- 
son, Gustavus,  and  under  the  ownership  of  tlie  last, 
while  managed  by  Nathaniel  Sherman,  they  were 
burned. 

In  1822  a  rolling-mill  was  erected  near  the  shovel- 
works,  and  conducted  by  Ebenezer  Lobdell,  either 
under  his  ownership  or  that  of  a  company,  on  a  priv- 
ilege bought  of  Oliver  Parker  in  that  year.  At  that 
date,  wliiuh  was  the  culminating  period  of  the  manu- 
facturing industries  of  the  town,  there  were  within 
its  limits  four  gristmills,  five  saw-mills,  the  iron-mill 
above  referred  to,  a  cotton-factory,  and  a  cotton-  and 
woolen-factory.  The  iron  company  finally  failed,  and 
the  property,  after  passing  through  the  hands  of  N. 
Russell  &  Co.,  of  Plymouth,  was  sold  to  Oliver 
Parker,  who  took  down  the  mill  and  used  the  mate- 
rial in  rebuilding  his  shovel-works.  The  cotton-fac- 
tory, built  in  1813,  is  now  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shoestrings.  The  cotton-  and  woolen- 
factory,  on  the  same  stream  with  the  cotton-factory 
and  shovel-works  and  rolling-mill,  was  built  in  1814 
and  burned  not  many  years  since.  Soon  after  the 
erection  of  the  rolling-mill  its  owners  bought  of 
Martin  Hayward  a  privilege  on  the  south  branuh  of 
Joues  River,  and  erected  a  nail-factory,  from  which 
the  plates  used  in  the  manuTactory  of  nails  were 
rolled  at  their  mill.  On  the  failure  of  the  company 
this  property  came  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hayward, 
the  old  owner  of  the  privilege,  who  at  first  engaged 


in  the  manufacture  of  horseshoe-nails.  In  1863, 
Pri.scella  F.  Hayward  sold  the  factory  to  E.  Y.  Perry 
&  Co.,  of  Hanover,  who  in  186G  sold  it  to  Franklin 
P.  Farrar,  who,  in  turn,  sold  it  in  1867  to  Mary 
Harrub.  The  old  mill  and  privilege  are  now  used 
by  Frederick  M.  Harrub,  the  son  of  Mary  Harrub, 
for  the  manufacture  of  tacks.  The  manufacturing 
industry  of  the  town  is  now  limited  to  sevural  saw- 
and  grist-mills,  the  shoestring-factory,  the  factory  of 
Mr.  Harrub,  and  a  shoe-factory  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  George  Randall,  which  is  situated  uu 
the  westerly  side  of  the  road  facing  the  green. 

In  connection  with  this  period  in  the  life  of  Plynip- 
ton  it  is  proper  to  make  some  alluaion  to  one  of  its 
sons,   to   whom    not  only  the   town   in   its  corporate 
capacity,  but  every  descendant  from  its  early  settlers, 
is  indebted  for  the  conscientious   thoroughness   and 
fidelity  with  which  he  gathered  up  and  recorded  the 
incidents  of  its  history.     Lewis  Bradford  was  a  lineal 
descendant  from  Governor  William  Bradford,  through 
the  second  William,  John,  Samuel,  Gideon  and  Levi. 
Samuel,  born  in  1683,  removed  early  to  Plympton. 
He  married,  in   1714,   Sarah,  daughter  of  Edward 
Gray,    of    Tiverton,    and    among    his    children    had 
Gideon,  born  in  Plympton  in  1718,  who  married,  in 
1741,  Jane,  daughter  of  Ichabod  Paddock.     Gideon 
had  among  his  children  Levi,  born   in   Plympton   in 
1743,  who  married,  in  1764,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Lewis,  of  Pembroke.      Elizabeth  Lewis  was 
the  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Daniel   Lewis,   the  first 
minister  of  Pembroke,  and  from  her  family  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  derived  his  name.    Lewis  Bradford 
was  the  son  of  Levi,  and  was  born  in   Plympton  in 
1768.     In  1807   he  was  admitted  a   member  of  the 
Plympton  Church,  and  shortly  after  chosen  its  clerk. 
In  1814  he  was  chosen  deacon,  and  held  that  position 
until  his  death.      His  church   records  are  extremely 
full,  carefully  written,  and  in  the  narration  of  current 
events,  and  in  memoranda  relating  to  the  ancient  his- 
tory of  the  precinct,  possess  a  value  which  few  records 
of  that  character  can  equal.     He  was   chosen   town 
clerk  in  1812,  and  until  his  death  the  town  records 
are   full   of  evidence   that  he   performed   his   official 
duties    with   even   more   completeness   than    the    law 
required  or  t4io  most  exacting  demands  of  his  con- 
stituents could    expect.      The   writer   has    examined 
many   town    records,  and    it   is   a  wholly   inadequate 
characterization  of  those  of  Mr.  Bradford  to  say  that 
for  general  statement,  genealogical   information,  and 
historic   hints   he   has    never  seen   them    equaled   or 
even  approached. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in   1842—14, 
and,  as  u  mark  of  their  respect,  the  members  represent- 
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iiij;  ilio  Whig  party,  tu  which  he  bulongod,  presented  EuJora  Rowland,  1807,  who  married  Francis  L.  Al- 
iiiiu  with  a  gold-iieaded  cane.  In  addition  to  the  i  dun;  Algernon  Sydney,  1S09,  Marcia  Lobdcll,  1811, 
church  and  town  records,  to  which  lie  devoted  much  !  who  married  John  H.  Cogshall,  of  New  Bedford,  and 
(if  his  lime,  he  kept  a  volamiuous  diary  wliich,  if  care-  j  John  Hornby,  of  Pouglikeepsie  ;  Maria  Louisa,  who 
fully  examined,  would  probably  disclose  much  of  value  j  married  Daniel  Ricketson,  of  New  Bedford  ;  Algeruuii 
to  the  student  of  Old  Colony  history.  This  diary  has  Sydney  again,  1815,  who  married  Adeline  Lombard; 
been  presented  to  the  Congregational  Association  iu  ,  Ruth  Lobdell,  1811*,  who  married  Daniel  Hathaway, 
Boston,  and  is  deposited  in  a  ease  iu  the  library  of  '  of  Fair  HuvcQ  ;  Zabdiel  Silsbee,  1821,  who  married 
the  association,  to  which  a  label  is  attached  describ-  Helen  M.  Bird,  and  Judith  Lobdell  and  Nancy 
iug  the  contents.  A  private  and  personal  diary,  be-  Jiipley  (twins),  1827,  the  last  of  whom  man  iud  James 
"un  March  30,  1802,  when  the  writer  was  thirty-  :  L.  Baker,  of  Hingham.  Mr.  Sampson  graduated  at 
four  years  and  ten  days  old,  and  continued  until  the  !  Brown  University  in  1803,  and  devoted  hinjsilf  to 
day  bel'ore  iiis  death,  Aug.  9,  1851,  tills  ninety  vol-  ,  the  study  of  law.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Plyin- 
umes,  ill  nineteen  parcels.  A  journal  of  religious  ]  outh,  and  in  ISlG  was  chosen  a  representative  to 
meetings  and  conferences,  funerals,  etc.,  from  June  ]  Congress.  He  was  active  in  the  afl'airs  of  his 
18,  1801),  to  Aug.  8,  1S51,  fills  thirty-two  volumes,  in  j  adopted  town,  and  in  1820  was  appointed  collector 
eight  parcels;  a  private  record  of  deaths  and  funerals  |  of  customs  for  the  port  of  Plymouth,  the  duties  of 
from  June  8,  1815,  to  May  27,  1851,  fills  six  vol-  [  which  he  continued  to  perform  until  his  death  iu 
umes,   in   two  parcels,  and  a  supplementary   volume  |  1728. 

contains  all  the  deaths  from  Jan.  1,  1812,  to  May  ■  To  Henry  Martyn  Dexter,  another  representative 
11,  184G.  These  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  duo-  ;  of  the  later  history  of  Plympton,  reference  has  already 
decimo  volumes  contain,  according  to  an  estimate  I  been  made.  His  father  was  the  pastor  of  the  Plymp- 
made  by  the  writer,  who  has  seen  them,  twenty-one  j  ton  Church  from  180!t  to  1851,  and  his  mother  was 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  pages.  Mr.  Brad-  [  Mary,  daughter  of  Natiiuniel  Morton,  a  sister  of  Gov- 
iord  was  thrown  I'rom  a  carriage  while  returning  from  ernor  Marcus  Morton,  and  a  descendant  from  George 
church  Aug.  10,  1851,  and  almost  instantly  killed.  !  Morton,  who  came  in  the  "  Ann"  in  1G23.  Mr.  Dexter 
It  is  proper  to  add  the  suggestion  that  the  records  of  '  was  born  in  Plympton  Aug.  13,  1821,  and  graduated 
Mr.  Bradford,  as  well  aa  the  earlier  records  of  the  i  at  Yale  College  in  1840.  In  184-1  he  graduated 
town,  should  not  be  permitted  to  exist  in  a  single  ^  from  the  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  and  was 
copy.  It  would  be  a  wise  and  prudent  act  on  the  ]  ordained  November  9th  in  the  same  year  as  pastor  of 
part  of  the  town  to  cause  accurate  -copies  to  be  made  \  the  Franklin  Street  Church  in  Manchester,  N.  H.  He 
at  once  and  deposited  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the  i  remained  in  Mauchesteruntil  1849,  when  he  was  settled 
county.  Neither  the  town  nor  the  community  at  1  over  the  Pine  Street  Society  in  Boston,  which  later 
large  can  afford  to  lose  by  fire  or  otherwise  so  valua-  |  became  the   Berkeley  Street  Congregational  Society. 

In  1843  he  received  the  degree  of  A.M.  from  Yale,  in 
1863  the  same  degree  from  Brown  University,  in  1865 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  University 
of  Iowa,  and  in  1880  the  degi-ce  of  S.T.D.  from  Yale, 
and  in  1867  retired  from  the  ministry  to  devote  him- 
self to  literary  pursuits,  in  which  his  labors  have  been 
assiduous  and  distinguished.     From  1859  to  18G6  he 


ble  a  depository  of  historical  and  genealogical  lore. 

Another  gentleman  representing  this  precinct  in 
the  history  of  Plympton  was  Zabdiel  Sampson.  Ho 
was  a  lineal  descendant  from  Abraham  Sampson,  who 
came  from  England  about  1629  and  settled  in  Dux- 
bury.  George,  the  son  of  Abraham,  removed  to 
Plympton,  and  among  his  sons  had  George,  born  in 
1691,  who  married  in  1718  Hannah,  daughter  of  was  associate  editor  of  the  Congreffalioual  (Juarterlj/, 
Benjaiuin  Soule.  Among  the  sons  of  George  was  i  and  during  the  same  period  associate  editor  of  the 
Zabdiel,  born  in  1727,  who  married  first,  in  1747,  Congrtgatlonalist.  Since  18G7  he  has  been  editor- 
Abiuail,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Cushman,  and  second,  in-chief  of  the  Congregationulint,  and  from  1877  to 
Abiah,  daughter  of  Richard  Whitmarsh,  of  Abing-  1879  he  was  lecturer  on  Congregationalism  in  Andover 
ton.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  George,  born  in  [  Theological  Seminary.  He  has  been  also  prolific  in 
1755,  who  married,  in  1780,  Hannah,  daughter  of  |  coutributions  to  the  "  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,"  the 
Richard  Cooper,  and  had  Zabdiel  in  question,  born  [  British  Quarterly,  and  the  "  Memorial  History  of 
in  1781,  and  Schuyler,  1797,  who  became  a  well-  1  Boston."  Besides  pamphlets,  occasional  sermons,  and 
known  and  respected  citizen  of  Plymouth.  Zabdiel  j  papers  of  transient  interest  he  has  published  "Street 
married  in  1804,  Ruth,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Lob-  !  Thoughts,"  in  1859;  "Twelve  Discourses,"  iu  18G0  ; 
dell,   of    Plympton,  and   had    Milton   Lobdell,  1805,     "  Congregationalisui  :   what   it  is;   whence  it  is;   how 


HISTOllY   OF   PLYMPTON. 


1125 


it  works :  why  it  is  better  than  any  other  form  of 
Cliurcli  Governiueut,"  in  18(j5  ;  "  The  Verdict  ol" 
llea>ou  upon  llie  Question  of  the  Future  Punishment 
of  those  who  die  Impenitent,"  in  18G5  ;  "  A  j;hinee 
at  tlie  Eeclesiaatical  Councils  of  New  England,  " 
18U5;  "The  Church  Polity  of  the  Pilgrims  the 
Polity  of  the  New  Testament,"  1870;  "  Memoranda: 
I'ilgrim  History,"  187U  ;  "  As  to  Roger  Williams  and 
his  Banishment  from  the  Massachusetts  Colony," 
187U;  "'The  Congregationalism  of  the  last  three 
hundred  Years  as  seen  in  its  Literature,  with  special 
Reference  to  certain  recondite,  neglected  or  disputed 
Passages,  with  a  Bibliographical  Appendix,"  1880; 
'•  The  True  Story  of  John  Smyth  the  Se.  Baptist 
u:!  told  by  himself  and  his  Cotemporaries  :  with  an  In- 
quiry whether  Dipping  were  a  new  Mode  of  Bap- 
tism in  England  in  or  about  1G41,  and  some  consid- 
eration of  the  Historical  Value  of  certain  Extracts 
from  the  alleged  '  Ancient  Records'  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Epworthe,  Crowle,  and  Butterwick,  Eng- 
land, lately  published,  and  claimed  to  suggest  import- 
ant moditicalions  of  the  history  of  the  Seventeenth 
Century,  with  Collections  toward  a  Bibliography  of  the 
first  two  Generations  of  the  Baptist  Controversy," 
1881  ;  and  in  the  same  year  "  A  Hand-Book  of  Con- 
gregationalism." He  also  edited  "  Church's  King 
Philip's  War  and  Eastern  Expeditions,"  a  literal  re- 
print, in  1865  ;  in  the  same  year  "  Mourt's  Relation," 
a  literal  reprint;  and  in  1881,  "Roger  Williams' 
Christenings  make  not  Christians,"  a  long-lost  tract 
printed  in  1645,  and  exactly  reprinted.  Dr.  Dexter 
married  Nov.  19,  1844,  Emeline,  daughter  of  Simeon 
Palmer,  of  Boston,  and  has  had  four  children,  Henry 
Morton  (^born  July  12,  1846,  who  married,  June  9, 
1881,  Emily  Loud,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  E.  San- 
ford,  of  Taunton),  Winifred  (born  July  1,  1849,  who 
died  the  day  alter  her  birth),  Lizzie  Clarendon  (born 
Aug.  20,  1851,  who  died  Dec.  31,  18G1),  Mary 
Palmer  (born  Nov.  21,  1856,  who  died  Oct.  29, 
18G1).  He  now  resides  in  New  Bedford,  where  it 
is  understood  that  he  is  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  a  new  history  of  Plymouth  Colony.  Such  a  work 
from  such  competent  hands  cannot  fail  to  receive  a 
cordial  welcome. 

Nor  in  mentionin<r  the  distinguished  men  who  have 
claimed  Plympton  as  their  birthplace,  must  William 
Bradford  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  be  omitted,  whose 
name  was  overlooked  in  the  description  of  the  period 
to  whicli  he  belonged.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant 
from  the  Governor  whose  name  he  bore.  He  was  the 
brother  of  Gideon  Bradford,  the  grandfather  of  Lewis 
Bradford  already  referred  to.  He  was  born  in  1729, 
und  married  in  1750,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Le 


Baron,  and  had  William,  1752,  who  married  Betsey 
B.  James;  Le  Baron,  1754,  who,  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Davis,  of  Plymouth  ;  John,  who 
married  Jemima  Wardwell  ;  Hersey,  wlio  married 
Abby  De  Wolf  and  Abby  Atwood  ;  Lydia,  who  mar- 
ried James  Collins ;  Nancy,  who  married  Jame.-s  De 
Wolf;  Mary,  who  married  Henry  Goodwin,  and 
Hannah,  who  married  G.  Baylies.  Mr.  Bradford  re- 
moved soon  after  his  marriage  to  Bristol,  and  became 
Deputy  Governor,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  United  Statea  senator. 

In  connection  with  tiie  Bradford  family  of  Plymp- 
ton it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  that  probably 
that  branch  of  the  Governor's  family  was  the  deposi- 
tory of  many  of  the  valuable  papers  belonging  to  the 
arciiives  of  the  Old  Colony.  William,  the  oldest  son, 
probably  received  them  from  his  father  and  trans- 
mitted them  to  his  oldest  son,  John,  of  Kingston. 
Samuel,  of  Plympton,  wa.s  the  son  of  John,  and  to 
his  family  have  already  been  traced  two  invaluable 
illustrations  of  Old  Colony  history.  One  of  these  is 
Governor's  Bradford's  history  of  Plymouth  Planta- 
tions, and  the  other  the  patent  issued  to  the  Governor 
and  his  associates  by  the  Council  for  New  England  in 
1G29. 

By  a  recent  discovery  in  th^  court  records  at 
the  State-House  the  writer  is  enabled  to  fill  the  gap 
which  has  previously  existed  in  the  history  of  the 
latter  important  relic.  He  has  in  his  possession  a 
letter  dated  1741,  from  an  attorney  in  Boston  to 
Josiah  Cotton,  of  Plymouth,  stating  that  with  refer- 
ence to  the  controversy  then  going  on  relative  to  the 
boundary  between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  it 
was  important  that  the  patent  then  missing  should  be 
found.  Mr.  Cotton  afterwards  stated  in  his  diary  that 
it  was  found  after  diligent  searcli  in  the  possession  of 
a  Bradford  family  in  Plympton.  From  that  time 
until  1820,  when  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  to  examine  the  Old  Colony  records  reported 
that  they  found  it  in  the  office  of  the  Plymouth  reg- 
istry of  deeds,  its  wanderings  have  never  been  recorded. 
The  entry  discovered  by  the  writer  shows,  however, 
that  when  it  was  found  it  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Samuel  Wells,  one  of  the  Council,  where  it  remained 
until  1749,  when  it  was  sent  to  the  Plymouth  Reg- 
istry, where  it  has  since  remained.  The  entry  is  as 
follows  : 

"  In  Council,  January  20,  1749.    It  being  represented  to  this 

Boiird  tliat  ttie  Patent  of  the  Colony  of  New  Plymoutli  is  in  tlie 

hands  of  Samuel  WelU,  Eaq.,  being  delivered  to  him  divers 

yeura  since  for  the  service  of  this  government,  vott-d  that  the 

I   said  Mr.  Wells  bo  and  hereby  is  directed  to  deliver  to  the  Sec- 

I   relary  the  said   Patent  who  after  he  has  recorded  the  .^amo  ia 

'   hereby  directed  to  transmit  the  said  Patent  to  Josiah   Colton, 
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Eiiq.^  Kegister  of    the  CuunCy  of  Plymouth  and  other   public 
papers  which  be  muy  have  ia  hid  huod^." 

It  is  Dot  itnprobuble  that  other  portions  of  the 
archives  of  inestimable  value,  including  the  famous 
compact  itself,  may  have  found  their  resting-place  iti 
Plyiupton,  and  been  finally  destroyed  either  by  care- 
lessness or  unavoidable  accident. 

Until  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  nothing  worthy  of 
relation  occurred  in  the  history  of  Plympton.  During 
that  protracted  struggle  its  patriotic  eflorts  were  simi- 
lar to  those  of  other  towns  in  the  Old  Colony.  On 
the  16th  of  April,  1861,  the  day  alter  the  surren- 
der of  Fort  Sumter,  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
during  the  night  of  the  15th,  twenty-two  Plympton 
men,  members  of  Company  H,  of  the  Third  Regiment 
of  Massachusetts  militia,  reported  on  Boston  Com- 
mon.    These  were  as  follows: 


Bcnjamia  S.  Alwood. 
Josiuh  E.  AtvTood. 
Henry  Beutou. 
JoDulhun  C.  lilunchard. 
Frederick  S.  Churchill. 
Ale^funder  L.  Churchill. 
Ezra  B.  Churchill. 
Albert  A.  Darling. 
William  P.  Eldridye. 
Henry  K.  lillia. 
Daniel  li'olcy. 
Juaiuli  P.  Uauimond. 


Ira  S.  Holmes. 
John  Jordan. 
Melvin  G.  Leach. 
Israel  B.  Pbinney. 
Lucian  L.  Perkins,  capt. 
Warren  Kickard. 
Edwin  A.  B.  Wright. 
Rufua  F.  Wright. 
Oscar    E.    Washburn,    Ist 

licut. 
John  B.  Wright. 


These  men  left  Boston  on  Thursday,  the  IStli,  in 
the  "  S.  R.  Spaulding,"  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and 
on  the  23d  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  for  three  months.  The  subsequent 
enlistments,  with  dates  of  muster,  company,  regiment, 
and  terms  of  service,  were  as  follows : 

Elijah  11.  Atwood,  Co.  F,  32d  Regt. ;  must,  in  Feb.  2j,  1862, 

'■'>  years. 
Josiah  E.  Atwood,  Oo.  B,  3d  Regt.  ;  must,  in   Sept.  26,  1862,  9 

months. 
George  H.  Booney,  Co.  A,  H.  Art.  ;  must,  in   Dec.  9,  1862,  3 

years. 
William  H.  Bradford,  Co.  B,  3d  Regt.;  must,  in  Sept.  26,  1862, 

9  months. 
Zenas  F.  Bryant,  Co.  B,  3d  Regt.  ;  must,  in  Sept.  26,  1862,  9 

months. 
George  II.  Brig^s,   Co.  A,  I(.  Art.;   must,  in   March   4,  18U2,  3 

years. 
Winalow  Bradford,  Co.  C,  18th  Regt.;  must,  in  Nov.  2,  1861,3 

years. 
George  A.  Briggs,  H.  Art.;  must,  in  Dee.  I,  1863,  3  years. 
Jonathan  Blanebard,  Co.  A,  H.  .Vrt.  ;  must,  in   March,  IWi,  3 

years. 
James  Callaghnn,  regiment  and  muster  unknown. 
Edward   F.    Churchill,    Co.    E,    18th    Regt.;   must,    in    .\ug.  9, 

1862,  3  yeard. 
Tsaiuh   F.  Churchill,  Co.  E,  I8th  Regt.;  must.  Aug.  9,  1362,  3 

years;   re-enl.   in    Co.  A,  60th    Regt.;  must,  in  July    14, 

1S64,  100  days. 
Theodore   P.  Churchill,  Co.  A,  32d    Regt.;   must,  in    Nov.  26, 

1861,  3  years. 


Josiuh  S.  Churchill,  Co.  H,  3Sth  Regt.  ;  must,  in  Aug.  21,  1862, 

3  years. 
Hiram  II.  Clark,  Co.  E,   18th   Regt.  ;  luust.  in   Aug.  9,  1862,  3 

years. 
Henry  C.  Clark,  Co.  B,  5th   Regt.;  must,  in  July  22,   1861,  3 

years. 
William  H.  Clark,  Co.  B,  Utii  Regt.;   must,  in  Aug.  IC,  1S62,  3 

years. 
Alexander  L.  Churchill,  navy  ;  must,  in  .May,  1863  ;  re-enl.  Dec. 

4,  1866. 
Ezra  B.  Churchill,  Co.  B,  H.  Art.;  must,  in   Aug.  22,  1863,  3 

years. 
Stephen   Clark,  Jr.,  Co.  I,  4th   Regt.  ;   must,  in  Sept.  2.;,  1862, 

0  months. 
Albert  A.  Darling,  Co.  C,  18th  Regt.;  must,  in   Nov.  2,  ISfil,  3 

years;   re-enl.  in  Vet.  Corps  April  9,  1861,  3  years. 
Robert  M.  Dempsey,  Co.  B,  3d  Regt.;   mu=t.  in  Sept.  'Jj,  1862, 

9  months. 
William  P.  Eldredge,  Co.  F,  32d  Regt. ;  must,  in  Feb.  26,  1862, 

3  years. 
Henry    K.  Ellis,  Co.  E,  32d    Rcgt.j  must,  in    Dec.  17,  1861,  3 

years;  re-enl.  Co.  E,  32d  Regt.;   must,  in  Jan.   1,    1864,  3 

years. 
Charles   W.  Englestedt,  Co.  P,   48th    Regt.;  must,  in   Nov.  12, 

1862,  9  months. 
William  Fuller,  Co.  E,  32d  Regt.  ;    must,  in   Dec.   17,  1861,  3 

years. 
William   Fuller,  Co.  E,  32d  Kegt. ;    must,  in  Jan.  1,    IS64,  3 

years  :  trans,  to  5th  Mass.  Battery. 
Philemon  Fuller,  Co.  U,  I8th  Regt.;    must,  in   Aug.  23,  1861, 

3  years. 
Daniel  Foley,  Co.  H,  20th   Regt.;    must,  in  Aug.  23,   1861,  3 

years. 
George  W.  Glass,  H.  Art.;  must,  in  Dec.  9,  1862;  3  years. 
Abiel  Gibbs,  Co.  G,38tb  Regt. ;  must,  in  Aug.  20,  1802,3  years- 
John   F.  Goldsborough,  Co.   E,  4Ist  Regt.;  must,  in   Aug.  20, 

1862,  3  years;  re-enl.  in  Co.  D,  1th  Cav.,  Dec.  28,  1S63,  3. 

years, 
George  E.  Horrub,  Co.  E,  4th  Regt.  ;  must,  in  Oct.  2S,  IS62,  9 

months. 
John  Haley,  Co.   H,   18tli    Regt.;    must,  in   Aug.   23,   1861,    3 

years. 
William  Haley,  Co.  U,  18th  Regt.;  mu=t.  in  Aug.  23,  1861,  3 

years;  re-enl.  in  Co.  F,  32d  Regt.,  Feb.  24,  la64,  3  years. 
Thomas  Haley,  Co.  H,  18th   Regt.;    must,  in  Aug.  23,  1861,  3 

years;  re-enl.  in  Co.  G,  38th  Regt.,  Aug.  20,  1862,  i  yean. 
Edward  Haley,  Co.  H,  18th  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  23,  1861,  3 

years;   trans,  to  Invalid  Corps  Nov.  28,  1863. 
John   Horgan,  Co.  G,  38th    Regt.;   must,  in    Aug.  21,   1862,  ;; 

years. 
Josiah  P.  Hammond,  Navy  ;  enl.  Oct.  16,  1861. 
Johu  Jordan,  Co.  E,  18th   Regt.;    niuat.  in   Aug.  21,   1861,   3 

years. 
Thomas  M.  Leach,  Co.  B,  3d  Regt.;   must,  in  Sept.  2i>,  1862,  9 

months. 
Melvin  G.  Leach,  Co.  11,  18th   llegt.j    must,  in   -Vug.  24,  1J6I, 

3  years  ;  re-enl.  3  years. 
Isaac   F.  Lubdell,   Co.  B,  3d    Regt.;    must,  iu   Sept.  26,    l^i62,   9 

months. 
Robert  W.  Lashures,  Co.  Q,  38th  Regt. ;  must,  iu  .\iig.  21),  1862, 

3  years. 
Lorenzo  D.  Monroe,  H.  Art.  ;  must,  in  March  4,  1862,  3  years  ; 

re-enl.  in  Co.  I,  58th  Regt.,  March  26,  1864,  3  yeais;  2d 

lieut.  of  Co.  I,  and  pro.  to  1st  lieut. 
Nathaniel  Pratt,  Co.  E,  23d   Regt.;  must,  in  Sept.  23,  ld6l,  3 

years. 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMPTON. 


1127 


Otis  W.  PhiDDcy,  Cu.  E,  29th  Regt. ;  must,  ia  May  22,  1861,  3 

years. 
William   P.  B.  Phinnoy,  Co.  C,  24th   Regt.;  must,  in  Oct.  23, 

1861,  3  years  ;  re-eol.  Jan.  3,  1864,  3  years. 

Stephen  C.  Phinney,  Co.  E,  32a  Kegt.;  must,  in  Dec.  17,  1861, 

3  years;  re-eul.  Jan.  1,  1864,  3  years. 
Beri  F.  Phinney,  Co.  F,  32a  Regt.;   must,  in  Feb.  26,  1862,  3 

years. 
Israel  B.  Phinney,  Co.  Q,  38th  Regt.  ;  must,  in  Aug.  20,  1862, 

3  years. 
Prince  E.  I'enniman,  Co.  B,  3a  Regt.;   must,  in  Sept.  26,  1862, 

0  months. 
Joiiatlmn    Parker,  Co.  F,  47th   Regt.;    must,  in  Oct.  9,  1862,  9 

months:  re-enl.  in  Co.  K,  vet.,  Jan.  5,  1864,  3  years. 
Luuiun   L.  Periiins,  aajt.,  3a   Regt.;    must,  in  Oct.  10,  1862,  9 

months. 
Lemuel   Ricliara,   Co.  A,  32a    Regt. ;  must,    in  Nov.  8,  1861,  3 

years. 
Warren   Rickara,  Co.  A,  32a  Regt. ;    must,  in   Nov.  8,  1861,  3 

years. 
Ephraim    C.  Ripley,  Jr.,  Co.  C,  18th   Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  5, 

1862,  3  years. 

Josiah  W.  Ripley,  Co.  C,  18th  Regt.;  must,  in  Nov.  22,  1861,  3 

years. 
Frederick  R.  Raymona,  Co.  G,  38th  Hegt.  ;  must,  in  Aug.  20, 

1862,  3  years. 
Michael  Sehooley,  Co.  K,  31st  Regt.;  must,  in  Jan.  27,  1862,  3 

years. 
James   E.  Sherman,  Co.  B,  3a  Regt.;  must,  in  Sept.  26,  1862, 

9  months. 
William  S.  Sherman,  Co.  D,  38th  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  20, 1862, 

3  years. 
Bcnnet  Soule,  Co.  Q,  .tSth  Regt.;    must,  in   Aug.  20,   1862,  3 

years,  . 
Charles  ii.  Sturtevant,  Co.  E,  32d  Regt. ;  must,  in  Jan.  27, 1862, 

3  years. 
William  Savery,  Co.  0,  38th  Regt.;   must,  in  Aug.  21,  1862,  3 

years. 
Josiah  W.  Thompson,  must,  in   Feb.  17,  1862,  3  years;    re-eol. 

Feb.  26,  1864,  3  years. 
Walter  Thompson,  Co.  £,  29th  Regt.;  most,  in  May  22,  ISO],  3 

years, 
(ieorge  W.  Thomas,  Co.  G,  38th  Regt. ;  must,  in  Aug.  12,  1862, 

3  years. 
Jolin   H.  Thomas,  Co.  C,   I8th  Rogt. ;   must,  in   August,  1861, 

3  years;  re-oul.  Jan.  1,  1864,  3  years, 
Henry  L.  Thomas,  1st  Maine  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  24,  1862,  3 

years. 
Eawara  Turner,  Co.  II,  18th  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  23,  1861,  3 

years. 
Sclli  C.  Viokery,  Co.   E,   18th  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  9,  1802,  3 

years;  re-enl.  4th  Cav.,  June  22,  1864,  3  years. 
Augustus  B.  Vickory,  Co.  B,  7th  Regt. ;  must,  in  Feb.  29,  1862, 

3  years. 
Samuel  C.  Wright,  Co.  E,  29th  Regt.;  must,  in  May  22,  1861, 

3  years;  re-enl.  Jan.  1,  1864,  3  years. 
Rcifu.s  F.  Wright,  Co.  E,  18th  Regt,;  must,  in  Aug.  20,  1801,  3 

years;  trans,  to  Invalid  Corps  July  25,  1803. 
Henry  U.  Wright,  Co.  E,  ISth  Regt.;    must,  in  Aug.  20,  1S6I, 

3  years, 
Eawin  A.  B.Wright,  Co.  P,  32a  Regt.;  must,  in  Feb,  27,  1862, 

3  years. 
Charles  A.  Wright,  Co.  C,  4l3t  Regt.;  must,  in  Sept.  4,  1862,  3 

years. 
Aurtin  Washburn,  Co.  G,  38th  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  20,  1862, 

3  years. 


Charles  C.  White,  Co.  G,  38th  Regt.;  must,  in  Aug.  20,  1862,  3 

years. 
William  S.  White,  Co.  B,  3a  Regt.;   must,  in  Sept.  26,  1862,  9 

months. 
Eawara  S.  White,  Co.  B,  3a  Regt.;    must,  in  Sept.  26,  1SC2,  9 

months. 
Nelson  White,  H.  Art.;  must,  in  March  14,  1862,  3  years. 
John  G.  White,  Co.  B,  7th   Regt.;  must,  in  Feb,  19,  1862,  3 

years. 
Winfieia  S.  White,  Co.  C,  18th  Regt.;  must,  in   Dec,  16,  1861, 

3  years. 
John  B.  White,  U.  Art.;  must,  in  Deo.  10,  1863,  3  years. 
William  H.  Lucas,  H.  Art.;  must,  in  Dec.  10,  1863,  3  years. 
Everea  J.  Hartford,  Co.  D,  58th  Regt.;  must,  in  Jan.  11,  1864, 

3  years. 
William  Thayer,  H.  Art.;  must,  in  Dec.  24,  1863,  3  years. 
Charles  II.  Thayer,  unknown. 
Thomas  L.  Churchill,  engineer  in  the  navy. 

The  following  were  either  taken  prisoners,  were 
wounded,  or  died  in  the  service  : 

Frederick  S.  Churchill,  killea  at  the  secona  Bull  Run  Aug.  20, 

1862. 
Theodore   P.  Churchill,  died  at  Falmouth,  of  fever,    Dec.    14, 

1862. 
William  H.  Clark,  killed  at  Gettysburg  July  2,  1863. 
Ezra  B.  Churchill,  died  at  Newberne  July  2,  1864. 
Stephen  Clark,  Jr.,  died  at  Algiers,  La.,  July  16,  1863. 
William    P.   Eldredge,    wounded  at  Gettysburg,   and    died    in 

hospital  July  4,  1863. 
Abiel  Oibbs,  wounded  at  Port  Hudson. 
John  F.  Goldsborough,  taken  prisuuer  at  Gainesville,  Fla.,  Aug. 

17,  1864,  and  paroled  from  Anaorsonvillo  Nov.  27,  1864. 
George  E.  Harrub,  aied  on    steamer  "  North  America"  Aug.  8, 

1863. 
John  Haley,  died  at  Point  Comfort  July  o,  1862. 
Thomas  Haley,  died  at  New  Orleans  April  6,  1863. 
John  Jordan,  wounded  at  second  Bull  Run  Aug.  20,  1862,  and 

died  at  Alexandria  Sept.  14,  1862. 
Robert  W.  Lasbures,  wounded  at  Port  Hudson, 
Lorenzo  D.  Monroe,  Uiken  prisoner  near  Petersburg  Sept.  30, 

1864;  paroled  at  Richmond  Feb.  20,  1365,  and  u.tchanged 

March,  1865. 
William   P.  B.  Phinney,  killed  at  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  Aug,  16, 

1864. 
Jonathan  Parker,  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor,  and  died  at  Wash- 
ington July  2,  1864. 

At  a  town-meeting  held  April  24,  18G1,  it  was 
voted  that  "  the  credit  of  the  town  is  hereby  pledged 
to  those  belonging  to  this  town  who  have  left  as  vol- 
unteers in  Company  H  of  tlie  Third  Regiment  of 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  also  to  those  who  may 
hereafter  either  volunteer  or  be  drafted  from  this  town 
to  fight  in  defense  of  our  government  in  a  sum  sufiB- 
cient,  taken  in  connection  with  the  pay  received  from 
government,  either  state  or  national,  to  make  the  .sum 
total  of  twenty  dollars  per  month  from  tiic  time  they 
are  actually  engaged  in  such  military  duty.  And  in 
case  of  the  decease  the  said  extra  pay  is  to  be  paid 
by  the  town  to  their  heirs."  This  vote  was  passed 
by  a  vote  of  seventy-four  to  four.  It  was  also  voted 
that  a  committee  of  one  from  each  school  district  be 
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appointed  to  visit  the  families  of  the  soldiers  and  pro-  j 
vide  for  such  as  might  need  assistance  to  the  extent  ; 
of  nine  dollars  per  month,  the  same  to  be  deducted  j 
from    the   extra    pay.       Reuben    Thompson   was   ap- 
pointed from  the  First  District,  Rufus  Wright  from 

tiie  Second,  Isaiah  Churchill   from  the  Third,  Martin  I 

1 

Perkins    from   the   Fourth,  Jauies   C.  Ellis  from   the  \ 
Fifth,  and  George  W.  Sherman  from  the  Sixth.     On  j 
the  5th   of  Augu.st,   1862,  it   was   voted    to   pay  a  [ 
bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  soldiers  enlisting  to 
fill  the  pending  quota  of  the  town,  and  on  the  1st  of  i 
September  the  same  sum  was  voted   for  a  bounty  to 
recruits  under  the  succeeding  quota.     On   the  10th  | 
of  June,  18G5,  it  was  voted  to  pay  the  sum  of  three  I 
hundred  dollars,  if  legal  so  to  do,  to  those  who  had 
been   drafted  in    1863,  and  had    found    substitutes. 
And   it  was  also  voted  to  refund  tlie  money  paid  by 
individuals    for    the    purpose    of   filling    the   various 
quotas  of  the  town. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  from  a  population  of  about 
eight  hundred  Plympton  furnished  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  soldiers  during  the  war.  Of  these 
thirty-four  represent  re-enlistments,  leaving  ninety- 
three  inhabitants  who  actually  performed  service. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  prolong  this  sketch  with 
any  history  of  the  schools.  The  incorporation  of  the 
town  did  not  take  place  until  the  school  system  was 
thoroughly  established,  and  the  simple  duty  was  to 
follow  in  the  course  which  had  been  already  marked 
out.  Under  the  old  district  system  there  were  six 
districts  and  six  schools.  In  1876  the  school  district 
system  was  abandoned  by  the  town,  though  it  had  had 
no  legal  existence  for  many  previous  years.  With  a 
somewhat  diminished  population  it  is  now  found  that 
five  schools  meet  all  the  requirements,  and,  during 
the  last  year,  these  were  carried  ou  at  an  expense  of 
$1208.18.  The  number  of  children  in  the  town  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  is  ninety,  making 
an  average  of  eighteen  for  each  school.  The  school 
committee  in  their  last  report  recommended  the  aban- 
donment of  two  of  their  schools,  believing  that  at 
the  same  cost  a  higher  standard  of  education  can  bo 
maintained.  With  this  allusion  to  the  means  of 
instruction  existing  in  the  town  this  narrative  must 
close. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 


REUBEN  A.  WILBUR. 
Reuben   Alden  Wilbur,  son  of  Zibeon   and  Lydia 
(Wilbur)  Wilbur,  was  born  in  Raynhani,  Mass.,  Dec. 
5,  1814.     Zibeon  Wilbur  was  a  native  of  Raynham, 


a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  resided  in  Raynham  and 
Taunton  the  most  of  his  life,  dying  at  Taunton,  Dec. 
22,  1829,  aged  fifty-four  years.  His  wife  survived 
him  several  years.  She  died  Jan.  26,  1870,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine.  Their  children  were  Lydia  (do- 
ceased),  married,  first,  Alonzo  Dean,  second,  Charles 
Dtan ;  Dinah  (deceased),  married  Stephen  Austin, 
of  Taunton  ;  Stella  (deceased),  married  Joseph  R. 
Wheeler,  of  Dighton  ;  Mary  H.  fdeceased),  married 
George  C.  Lincoln  ;  Zibeon,  Elijah,  Jacob  (deceased  ;, 
and  Reuben  A. 

With  a  large  family  of  children  to  support.  J[r. 
W^ilbur  could  only  give  his  children  the  advantages 
of  the  common  schools  of  the  day,  and  those  but  for 
a  short  time,  and  Reuben,  Jan.  2,  1826,  being  only 
a  little  more  than  eleven  years  old,  engaged  to  work 
in  the  cotton-mill  of  Crocker  &  Richmond,  at  Taun- 
ton, and  continued  in  their  employ  until  their  failure 
in  tlie  financial  crisis  of  1837.  Mr.  Wilbur  then 
worked  in  factories  in  Dighton  and  Lonsdale  for 
about  a  year,  when  he  returned  to  Taunton,  where  he 
remained  eight  years  employed  in  the  Hopewell  Mill  ; 
his  industry,  faithfulness  to  his  work,  and  his  un- 
blemished character  being  always  a  recommendation 
to  a  good  situation.  In  1846  one  of  his  former  em- 
ployers, Mr.  Richmond,  "started  up  plaid-gingham 
works,"  and  Mr.  Wilbur  was  employed  by  him  in 
setting  up  machines  in  various  places. 

In  1848  a  Mr.  Chandler  engaged  with  John  Avery 
Parker  to  make  cotton  cloth  by  contract,  in  the 
Plympton  Cotton-Mill,  and  Mr.  Wilbur's  services 
were  secured  by  Mr.  Chandler,  he  having  perfect  con- 
fidence in  Mr.  Wilbur's  abilities,  from  his  long  experi- 
ence in  the  business.  This  connection  continued  for 
seven  years.  In  1855,  Messrs.  Chandler  &  Wilbur 
purchased  the  mill  from  the  executors  of  John  Avery 
Parker,  and  manufactured  until  the  fall  of  1857, 
when  from  the  depreciation  of  values,  and  great  loss 
in  their  oollections,  they  were  compelled  to  close  up 
the  business  and  suspend  operations.  Mr.  Wilbur's 
hard-earned  savings  of  years  were  swept  away.  He 
was  at  once  requested  by  capitalists  to  purchase  tiie 
mill  for  himself,  and  they  would  be  his  financial 
backers.  Mr.  Wilbur  said,  however,  that  "  he  had 
risked  and  lost  his  own  money,  but  that  he  would 
never  lose  or  risk  a  dollar  for  any  other  man,"  and 
did  not  accept  their  otTer.  After  passing  a  year  in 
Taunton,  Mr.  Wilbur  was  engaged  April  1,  1859,  by 
Mr.  Jenkins,  as  agent  and  superintendent  of  the 
Plympton  Cotton-Mills,  and  has  held  that  position 
ever  since  (twenty-five  years). 

Mr.  Wilbur  married,  first,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Phebe  Strange,  of  Berkeley.     They  had 
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one  cliild,  Reuben  Augustioe.  Mrs.  Mary  Wilbur  JieJ 
iu  1842,  and  Jlr.  Wilbur  married,  second,  Naucy  A., 
daughter  of  William  and  Melinda  Evans,  of  Berkeley,  i 
They  had  two  children, — Mary  A.,  who  married  ' 
Nelson  Sherman,  of  Carver,  has  one  child,  and 
Franklin  P.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mill  with  his 
father,  as  overseer  iu  the  carding-room.  Mrs.  Nancy 
Wilbur  died  May  25,  1872. 

Reuben  Augustine  Wilbur,  son  of  Reuben  A.  and 
Mary  (Strange)  Wilbur,  was  graduated  from  Har- 
vard Medical  School,  and  practiced  his  profession  of  a 
physician  in  Taunton,  then  in  San  Francisco,  and 
finally  settled  in  Tucson,  Arizona,  where  he  pursued 
bis  chosen  avocation  for  seventeen  years  successfully, 
when  be  was  prostrated  by  heart-disease,  and  died  at 
bis  father's  house  in  Plympton,  aged  forty-two 
years. 

Dr.  Wilbur  was  a  devoted  physician,  and  just  as  he 


was  gaining  for  himself  name  and  fortune,  he  was 
taken  away  in  the  full  prime  of  his  life.  II is  loss  to 
bis  friends,  who  held  him  in  the  highest  esteem  for 
his  sterling  integrity,  deep  sincerity,  and  kindly  dis- 
position, is  great.  He  left,  a  widow  and  three  children, 
who  are  now  residing  in  Arizona. 

Mr.  Wilbur  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
casting  his  first  vote  for  Martin  Van  Buren.  He  has 
never  accepted  or  desired  otiiuial  position,  but  apply- 
ing himself  with  an  untiring  energy  and  indefatigable 
industry  to  his  work,  he  had  been  financially  success- 
ful. Such  has  been  his  close  attention  to  his  business 
that  for  the  last  fifteen  years  be  has  never  pa-ssed  a 
night  away  from  his  home.  Mr.  Wilbur  is  character- 
ized by  modest  and  unassuming  manners,  is  a  kind 
neighbor,  good  friend,  and  loyal  citizen,  and  a  worthy 
example  of  what  perseverance,  diligence,  and  fidelity 
can  accomplish. 
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The  towu  of  Halifax  lies  near  the  centre  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows :  On  the  north  by 
Pembroke  and  Hanson,  on  the  east  by  Plympton,  on 
the  south  by  Plympton  and  Middleboro',  and  on  the 
west  by  Bridgewater  and  East  Bridgewater. 

The  first  settlements  were  made  in  an  early  day, 
and  Mr.  Sturtevant,  it  is  believed,  was  the  first  to 
locate. 

The  lown  was  incorporated  July  4,  1734,  and 
named  in  honor  of  the  Earl  of  Halifax.  One  year 
prior  to  this,  however,  in  1733,  a  house  of  worship 
was  built,  and  the  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev. 
John  Cotton,  a  man  of  distinction  and  author  of  the 
"  History  of  Plymouth  Church." 

The  people  of  Halifax  were  earnest  in  their  sup- 
port of  the  colonial  cause.  It  is  related  that  just 
before  the  Revolution  a  soldier  named  Taylor  deserted 
from  the  British  company  stationed  at  Marshfield, 
and  fled  to  the  house  of  Thomas  Drew,  in  Halifax. 
Three  of  the  company  were  detailed  to  take  the 
deserter  back.  One  of  the  number  went  ahead  and 
represented  to  Taylor  that  he  too  was  a  deserter, 
hoping  thereby  to  detain  him  until  the  others  should 
arrive.  Mr.  Drew,  however,  divined  the  intent  and  ad- 
vised Taylor  to  flee  to  the  woods,  which  he  did.  The 
British  soldiers  were  so  enraged  to  find  their  man  had 
escaped  that  they  went  to  the  house  of  Noble  Thomp- 
son, who  was  sick  in  bed,  and  threatened  to  shoot 
him  on  the  spot  unless  he  revealed  the  hiding-place 
of  the  deserter.  Thompson,  with  that  courage  which 
rendered  the  colonial  cause  triumphant,  rose  in  his 
bed  and  taking  down  his  gun,  which  hung  above  his 
head  on  wooden  hooks,  brought  it  to  his  shoulder, 
and  with  fire  flushing  from  his  eyes  exclai(ued,  "  You 
are  dead  men,  or  leave  my  house  I"  They  did  not 
tarry  for  a  second  invitation,  but  immediately  started 
on  their  return  to  join  their  company  in  Marshfield. 
The  news  of  the  affair,  however,  spread  like  wildfire, 
and  upon  reaching  the  meeting-house  they  were  met 
by  two  minute-men,  Bradford  and  Bartlett,  who  or- 
dered them  to  stop  and  surrender.  Their  guus  being 
hurs  da  coinbut,  the  British  soldiers  drew  their  pistols 


on  them,  at  the  same  time  ordering  them  into  the 
road,  and  marched  them  down  to  the  house  of  Daniel 
Dunbar,  a  Tory,  and  held  them  as  prisoners.  Hardly 
an  hour  had  elapsed  before  the  house  was  surrounded 
by  the  entire  company  of  minute-men,  and  the  sur- 
render of  their  comrades  demanded,  which  was  refused. 
They  then  threatened  to  break  in  the  house  and  take 
them  by  force.  The  British  soldiers  retaliated  by 
saying  that  if  they  did  so  they  would  instantly  kill 
the  two  prisoners,  who  entreated  their  friends  not  to 
molest  them,  as  they  felt  sure  the  threat  would  be 
executed.  The  two  men,  Bradford  and  Bartlett,  were 
finally  bound  over  by  Josiah  Sturtevant,  a  king's  jus- 
tice, to  be  tried  for  breaking  the  law  upon  the  king's 
highway. 

June  7,  1777,  the  town  voted  to  give  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  men  to  fill  the  quota,  provided 
they  enlisted  for  three  years  or  during  the  war.  Among 
those  who  served  in  the  Continental  army  were  Nath- 
aniel Holmes,  James  Tillson,  Josiah  Thompson,  Prince 
Witherel,  Consider  Pratt,  Home  Sears,  Zebediah 
Thompson,  Joshua  Former,  Elisha  Faxon,  Joseph 
Tillson,  Richard  Bosworth.  and  a  slave  owned  by 
Caleb  Sturtevant. 

Eevoltitionary  Items.' — This  paper  was  the  result 
of  the  acceptance  of  commissions  of  crown  justices 
by  Josiah  Sturtevant  and  Daniel  Dunbar,  and  shows 
the  intense  excitement  of  the  later  colonial  days. 
Halifax  to-day  could  not  muster  three  hundred  men 
for  such  or  a  similar  purpose  : 

"  I,  the  subsoriber,  Do  Promise  and  Solemnly  cng:igc  to  all 
people  now  assembled  ut  UalliTax,  In  tlio  County  ut'  I'lymoulli, 
on  the  17th  Duy  of  September,  1774,  that  1  never  will  tuko_ 
hold,  e.xecute,  or  exercise  Any  Cummis:)toQ,  Otlice,  Or  Employ- 
ment Whutaoover,  Under  or  by  Virtue  of,  or  in  any  manner  Du- 
rtvud  from  any  authority,  protended  or  attempted  To  be  Given 
by  a  Late  Aot  of  Parliament,  Entitled  an  Act  lur  the  belter 
Regulating  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  in  New  England.  Furthermore,  I  Own  and  Acknowl- 
edge that  my  Conversation  and  Behavior  to  the  Sons  of  Liberty, 
also  with  Regard  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  has  been  very 

1  From  original  document  in  possession  of  Ebenozer  B. 
Thompson,  Halifax. 
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Offensive  to  my  Brethren  It  Friends  in  this  place,  for  which  Of- 
fences I  humbly  oak  their  forgiveiieas,  and  beg  that  they  would 
receive  me  into  their  Fellowship  and  Friendship  again,  .\bout 
300  people  requiring  it,  I  eigne  my  Name. 

"JosiAil  Stobtevant." 

"  I,  the  Subscriber,  Do  Promioe  und  Solemnly  Engage  to  all 
people  now  assembled  ut  Hallifjx,  in  the  County  of  Plymouth, 
on  the  17th  Day  of  September,  1774,  That  I  will  never  Take, 
hold,  execute,  or  exercise  any  Commission,  office,  or  employ, 
ment  Whatsoever,  under,  or  by  virtue  of,  or  in  any  manner 
Deriv'd  from  any  -Authority,  pretended  or  attempted  to  be 
given  by  a  Late  Act  of  Parliament,  entitled  an  Act  for  the  Bet- 
ter Regulating  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  in  New  England.  At  the  House  of  Josiah  Sturte- 
Tant,  Esq.,  I  happened  to  Bo  there  when  about  three  hundred 

requested  I  signe  my  Name. 

"Daniel  Dunbah." 

A  List  of  Soldiers  Inlisted  into  the  Continent"  Ser- 
vice for  3  years,  in  1777,  which  were  hired : 

£      1.  d. 

Isaac  Sturtcv',  hired  by  the  Town 45     0  0 

Isuao  Seares,  Ditto 45     0  0 

Klisha  Faxon,  Ditto 45     0  0 

Samuel  Faxon,  Ditto 45     0  0 

Thomas  Palmer,  Ditto 45     0  0 

Thomiuj  Palmer,  Jun'.,  Ditto 45     0  U 

Isiuic  Cushman,  Do 45     U  0 

Seth  Sturtevant,  Do 45     0  0 

Ephraim  Doten,  Do 45     0  0 

Thomas  Touisun,  Jun'.,  Do 45     0  0 

Loring  Tomson,  Do 45     0  U 

Thomus  Cushing.  hired  by  the  Town lU     0  U 

by  Benj".  Cortis 35     0  0 

Ahiathar  Willson,  hired  by  ye  Town_ 36     0  0 

Joseph  Matthews,  Ditto 36     0  0 

Andrew  Bearce,  Jun'.,  Do 45     0  0 

Caleb  Leach,  Ditto lt)0     «  * 

Ephraim  Samson,  Do Iff     •>  •> 

Job  Holmes,  Do 1«0     0  0 

Allen  Faxon,  Do lOtt     »  0 

Seth  Waterman  went : 

hired  by  John  Waterman  5  months 6     5  0 

hired  by  Sum"  Waterm"  9  months 11     5  0 

hired  by  John  Waterm,  Jun'.,  3  mon 2   15  U 

hired  by  William  Waterman  4  mon 5     U  0 

hired  by  Kleaz'  A  Jabez  Water"  6  mo"..  7    10  0 

hired  by  Freeman  Waterm"  6  mo'" 7   10  0 

hired  by  William  Perry  3  mon"" 3  15  0 

Richard  Joel  went  : 

hired  by  Caleb  Sturtev' 12  months 15     0  0 

hire<l  by  Sam"  S.  Sturtov'  12  Ditto 15     0  0 

hired  by  Ziadock  Tomson  6  Ditto 7  10  0 

hired  by  Jabei  Sturtevant  6  Ditto 7   10  0 

£1147     0  0 

81     0  0 

y     0  0 

65     0  0 

—  10  0 

5     2  0 

18  10  0 

14  8  0 
12  12  0 

8     8     0 

15  6     0 

16  10     0 
52     5     0 


£1557     1     0 


£   •. 

d. 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

4  10 

0 

0     0 


2  10     0 
4     0   10 


Cambridge  Expedition,  pr  month 

Privet  Experdition 

The  Secret   Expedition  to  Rhod   Island,  to   Cambridge   lost 
Winter,  aud  one  Campain  to  Boston  are  not  in  this  accompt. 

A  List  of  the  officiers  &  Soldiers  Inlisted  into  the 


ContineoUl  army  in  aprill,  1775,  and  after  out  of  the 
Town  of  Hullifaz,  viz., 

to  go  to  Roxbury  for  8  months. 


Lievt.  Jesse  Sturtev' 

Serg'.  Thomas  Drew 

Serg'.  Josiah  Tomson 

Corpo'.  Richard  Boiw'" 

Drum'.  Elisha  Faxon 

David  Briggs 

Isaac  Sturtev' 

John  Briggs,  Jun' 

Samuel  Faxon 

Zebadiah  Toms",  Jun' 

Chipman  Fuller 

Zadock  Fuller 

Isaac  Drew 

Nehomiab  Besse 

Nathan  Perkins 

Jonathan  Curtis 

Ezekiel  Palmer 

Oliver  Holmes 

£81 

Sam"  Palmer 

Elishu  Faxon 

Nathan  Tinkham,  Jun' 

Eira  Drew 

Noah  Fuller 

John  Sears 

Corp".  Richard  Briggs 

25  No. 


Inlisted  1775  to  Stay  6  weeks,  till  15th  Jan'r,  1776,  at  lloxbury 
or  Boston. 

£     <.  d. 

Serg'.  Eben' Tomson  (2") 0  18  0 

Church  Sturtev' 0  18  0 

lohabod  Tomson .". OlS  0 

Isaiah  Tinkham 0   18  0 

Isaac  Waterman 0   18  0 

Noah  Waterman 0   18  0 

John  Tilson,  Jun' 0  18  0 

HolmesSears 0   18  0 

Sam"  Sturtev' 0   18  0 

Gamaliel  Bry« 0  IS  0 

i.'J      0      0 
No.,  10. 

Inlisted  Into  other  Companyes  in  the  Summer,  1775. 

£       «.      d. 

Francis  Woods 

Isaac  Scares 

Thomas  Cushing 

Caleb  Leach 

Andrew  Bearoe,  Jun' 

Sam"  Parris 9  IG     3 

Matthew  Parris 

Jabez  Waterman 

No.,  8. 

Inlisted   Into  the  Continental  Service  for  1  year,  Dec',  1775, 
and  served  at  New  york  1  year,  viz. : 

e  ..  J. 

Lievt.  Jesse  Sturtev' 15  0  0 

Serg'.  Josiah  Toms" 15  0  0 

Corp".  Richard  Bozwi^ 15  0  0 

Jonathan  Cortis 15  0  0 

Ezekiel  Palmer 15  0  0 

Zebadiah  Tomson 15  0  0 

Isaac  Sturtev' 15  0  0 

Elisha  Faxon 15  0  0 

Sam"  Faxon la  0  0 

Caleb  Leach 15  0  0 

Sam"  Parris 15  0  0 

£165     0     0 


1132 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


Xiitiiun  Tinkham,  Jun'" 

Nuiib  FuIUt 

.Tulin  SeikfcS 

I>;iac  SearL'3 

K|jhraiiu  Duty 

Andrew  liearce,  Jun'" 

Tlioiuns  Curbing 

Fiancia  Wooild 

licla  Cushiii;^ 

Lui'iii;;  Toui6un 

•21  Nu. 

Inlisteii  fur  Boston  or  Koxbury,  Jan'y  ZQ'-^,  177G. 

£  ». 

Suth  WatcrDian 1  5 

Elijah    Leauh 1  5 

Klisba  AV  ate  rill  UQ 1  0 

Edward  Scares,  Jud"" 1  & 

.-SilvjiiUd  JiOacb 1  6 

Isaiali  Forrest 1  S 

Jonathan  Porter 1  5 

Juuati    VVatermau I  5 

Joseph  Waterman,  Jun' 1  5 

John  Waturiuau,  Jun'* 1  J 

£12   10 
James  Thu" 

Consider  Pratt 

Ephraim  Sauisun 

No.,  i;j. 

luli^ited  for  3  moDtbs  at  Uo:jtuD,  177tf. 

Bunj"  Uozwor"^ 1   14 

llulmea  Seared I    14 

Jabez  Wateruiaa I   14 


£5  2  0 

No.,  J, 

April  o,  I7S4,  Samuel  Parrid  had  an  order  of  \28. 

lulisted  fur  Boston  or  the  Castle,  Aug',  1776,  for  5  months 

£  «.  d. 

Isaac  Drew 3  0  0 

Ephraim  Samson 3  0  0 

Dauicl  Tomson 3  0  0 

Jonathan  Porter 3  0  0 

Sulomou  luglee 3  0  0 

liidci.n  Soul 3  0  0 


£1S     0     0 


No.,  6. 


Inlistcd  for  2  mouths  at  Rhode  Island,  1776. 

Ebciiezf  Tomson  (2'*) 

EbeD*"  Tomson  (3**) 

Jabcz  Sturtev' 

Church  Pturtev' 

Simeon  Sturtcv' 

Isaac  W'atoiniau 

Jonah   Water  man 

ichabod  Ilalch 

William  Perry 

Isaiah  Forrest 

Jusiah  Parr  is ,.... 

Ezra  Tomson 


£ 

». 

d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

u 

(1 

u 

n 

0 

£14     8     0 


12  No. 


Inlisted  for  3  months  at  Bristol,  1776. 

£  8. 

A :^a  Tomson 1  16 

Martin  Dorsin 

John  Forrest,  1  for  himself 9 

\  for  Judali  Wood,  Juu 9 

V  for  David  Hatch IS 

Tho*.  Tumson,  Jun'^.,  went: 

A  foi*  Jaco**  Soul 13 

\  for  Tbom*  Tomson,  Sen 18 


Jaboz  Hall,  \  for  himself 

K  ior  tjam"  S.  Sturtev' 

\  for  John  Waterm,  Jun 

Gainali'  Bry^  we^  \  for  himself... 

A  for  Stephen  Bry' 

Elijah  Leach  went,  A  for  himself. 

A  lor  Oliver  Waterman 

Isaac  Drew  went: 

V  for  John  Tilson,  Jun*" 

A  for  Benj**  Cartee 


0 

1) 

18 

u 

'J 

II 

IS 

u 

u 

u 

IS 

u 

Is 

0 

IS 

1) 

1» 

II 

£12   12     0 


No.,  8,  of  which  7  draws  pay. 


Inlisted  for  2  months  at  Bristol  In  Apr"  i  May 

Cap'.  Jesse  Sturtev' 

Liev^  Josiuh  Tomson 

Ephraim  Tinkh 

Isaiah  Tinkhaoi 

Solomon  Ingle 

Benjn.  Bozw^" 

Ephraim  Samson 


Jlay, 

17 

•7. 

i 

«. 

d. 

U 

U 

U 

II 

u 
u 

u 

£8      3     0 


No.,  7. 
List  of  Soldiers  that  went  to   Bristol   or   Warren 
alarm,  Dec*",  1776. 

Lievt.  Judah  Wood 

Serg».  Eben*"  Tomson  {2<*) 

Serg'.  Slim"  S.  Sturtev' 

Corp',  Eben''  Tomson,  Jun'' 

Oliver  Holmes 

David  Briggs 

William  Perry 

Church  Sturtev' 

John   Boz worth 

Benj*^  Cortis 

John  Waterman  (2<») 

Jacob  Soul 

Isaac  Tom  son 

Thomas  Drew 

John  Drew 

Timothy  Wood 

Adam  Tomson 

Ichabod  Tomson 

Nil  than  Perkins 

William  Waterman 

Jubn  Leach,  Jun' 

Obadiah  Lyon 

Thomas  Tomson 

llosea  Dunbar 

Peter  Tomson,  Jun*" 

Nathan  Tomson 

John  Tilson,  Juu*" 

Ichabod  Hatch 

Josiah  Parris 

Edward  Scares 

Holmes  Seares 

Bcnjm.  Parris 

Thonios  Fuller 

Lcm"  Barns 

SiiucnnSturtev' 

Elisha  Waterman 

Isaac  Waterman 

E[diraim  Tinkhaiu 

Barnabiis  Briggs,  Juu^ 

Ibaiah  Forrest 

Daniel  Tomson 

Solomon  In  glee 

David  Hatch 

Ephraim  Samson 

Micah  Allen 

Isaac  Drew 

Gideon  Soul 

Stephen  Bryant 

John  Tomson,  Jun'' 

Noah  Tomson  

Zadock  Tomson 


upo 


the 


£       a. 

d. 

II     6 
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u     « 
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1) 
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II 

G 
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u 

fi 

0 

ti 
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£li     H 
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A   List  of   Soldiers    InlisteJ   for   Qucbeck   for  5 

iiiontlis,  July,  1776,  and  acco'  by  whonie  they  were 

hired  ; 

t     •.    d. 

Jacob  Chipiuun,  J  for  himself. 17     6 

Uireil  by  Auiu&a  Toiiison I'J  10 

liircd  by  John  Biig-a tf  11 

hired  by  Uurnabus  Briyga 13     3 

biruil  by  Joscp  Perry 9   11 

hired  by  Obudiiih  Lyon 16     4 

Itired  by  James  Faunce >..■  13     3 

£5   10     0 

James  Wade  went  hired  : 

hired  i)y  Josepli  Toiiison  J  1     7     G 

hired  by  llo^ea  Dunbar  i 1      7      6 

hired  by  Nathan  Tom:-on  i 17      6 

hired  by  K)jhraiiii  Fuller  | 1      7     6 

Joseph  Tumsou  went : 

hired  by  Lem"  Barns  i 17     6 

hired  by  lienjn.  Dunbar  4 0   13     9 

lured  by  Barnabus  Briggs,  Jun^.,  i 0  13     U 

liired  by  Icbabod  Bozworth  J 0  13     9 

Ditto  by  John  Bozworth  i 0  13     9 

Ditto  by  Thoma:<  Fuller  4 U  13     9 

hired  by  BcMJ"  Cortia  4 0   13     9 

£16  10     U 

lulisted   into  the  Cootinental  army  for  5  niooths, 

CO  20  to  New  yoik,  in  1776: 

Setii  Waterniun  went: 

hired  by  William  Waterman  1 2     7     6 

hired  by  John  Leach,  Junr.,  i 2     7     6 

Asa  Bearco  went  wholly  for  himself 4  15     0 

iScth  Sturtevant  went : 

hired  by  William  Waterman  i 2     7     6 

hired  by  Zadock  Tomson  4 2     7     6 

James  Harlow,  Juu'.,  of  I'lymton,  went: 

hired  by  Adam  Tomson 4   15     0 

Chipman  Fuller  went: 

hired  by  Isaae  Tomson 4  15     0 

Caleb  Cushman  went,  V  for  himself. 

hired  by  Deae"  Jacob  Tomson  i 2     7     6 

Zadock  Fuller  went: 

hired  by  the  Rovd.  Mr.  Briggs  4 

hired  by  Judah  Wood  for  his  son,  Tim,  i.  2     7     6 

IJi  Bozworth  went,  J  for  biiusclf 2     7     6 

hired  by  John  Tomson  (3'')  one-quarter.  13     9 

hired  by  Icbabod  Hatch  } 13     9 

Silvauus  Samson  went  A  for  himself 2     7     6 

hired  half  by  Noah  Tomson  A 2     7     6 


Abner  Kickard,  of  Plymptnn,  went: 

I                hired  by  Peter  Tomson,  Jun''.,  4 2  7  6 

I                hired  by  Peter  Tomson,  Sen'.,  \ 1  3  9 

i                hired  by  Giles  Leach  i I  3  9 

1            Isaiah  Tinkbam  went,  4  for  himself 2  7  6 

I                hired  by  William  Perry  4 2  7  6 

:  Joseph  Bryant,  of  Plymton,  went: 

hired  by  Noah  Tomson  4 2  7  0 

hired  by  John  Sundish  4 2  7  6 


£52     5     0 


Halifax  has  the  oldest  militia  company  in  the  State. 
It  was  chartered  by  John  Hancock  in  1792.  In  ISI'2 
this  compaDy  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Asa  Thomp- 
son, familiarly  known  as  the  "  tall  captain,"  who  was 
six  feet  and  six  inches  in  height.  This  oryaniz.ition 
promptly  responded  to  President  Lincoln's  call  for 
troops  in  April,  1861,  and  was  cumplimenteJ  by  the 
Boston  press. 

The  following  soldiers  from  this  town  lost  their  lives 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion : 


Martin  S.  Morse. 
James  D.  Fuller. 
Z.  h.  P.  Britton. 
William  H.  Fuller. 
F.  E.  Fuller. 
H.  W.  Cornish. 
H.  P.  Bosworth. 
John  Wood. 
B.  F.  Durgin. 
Edward  Bishop. 
N.  B.  Bishop. 
Lewis  S.  Wade. 


Edward  A.  lliehmond. 
J.  S.  W.  lliehmond. 
C.  W.  Soule. 
Lorenzo  A.  Tower. 
James  A.  Lyon. 
Joseph  L.  Melton. 
Joseph  F.  Bourne. 
A.  T.  Bryant. 
0.  v..  Bryant. 
George  Drew. 
Cyrus  Thompson. 
Luther  I  lay  ward. 


I       Halifax  erected  a  granite  monument  at  an  expen.se 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  on  the  square  in  front  of  the 
I  Congregational  Church,  in  honor  of  her  soldiers.     It 
!  bears  the  inscription,  "  Our  Patriot  Soldiers." 

There  are  two  churches  in   Halifax, — Congrega- 
tional and  Baptist. 
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UY    WILLIAM    T.  DAVIS. 


Thk  town  of  Marslifield,  together  with  Duxbury, 
its  iidjoioing  town  on  the  south,  shares  with  Plym- 
outh the  interest  which  attaches  to  the  home  of  the 
Pil;j;iims.  Its  fertile  lands  and  broad  marshes  early 
attracted  the  attentioD  of  the  first  settlers,  and  were 
eagerly  sought  for  liouiesteads  and  farms.  Watered 
by  North  River  on  its  northerly  border,  by  South 
River  in  its  central  section,  and  by  Green's  Harbor 
River  in  its  southerly,  its  territory  was  admirably 
adapted  to  those  agricultural  pursuits  which  were 
the  chief  support  of  the  Pilgrims.  The  township, 
slightly  increased  in  size  since  its  original  incorpora- 
tion, covers  an  area  of  about  twenty-five  square  miles, 
and  is  bounded  easterly  by  the  oceau  and  the  town  of 
Duxbury,  southerly  by  Duxbury  and  Pembroke, 
westerly  by  Duxbury,  Pembroke,  and  the  North 
River,  and  northerly  by  the  North  River  and  the 
ocean.  Not  long  after  the  lauding  at  Plymouth,  in 
1620,  all  fear  of  the  Indians  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood was  dissipated  by  the  treaty  with  Ma.ssasoit, 
and  by  the  amicable  disposition  manifested  by  that 
noble  cliief,  aud  the  inherent  fondness  of  Englishmen 
for  landed  possessions  showed  itself  in  a  desire  for  a 
more  extended  ownership  of  the  soil  than  the  limited 
territory  round  the  harbor  of  Plymouth  could  furnish. 
Con.«cf|uently,  as  early  probably  as  1627,  removals 
began  to  be  made  to  Plympton  and  Duxbury,  aud 
not  long  after  to  Marshfield.  The  first  reference  to 
a  settlement  in  the  town  is  to  be  found  in  the  records 
of  the  First  Church  of  Plymouth,  of  which  tlie  follow- 
ing is  a  copy,  under  date  of  1632 : 

**  But,  to  touch  this  sail  mattor  of  the  church':!  {jiirtiu^,  a^ 
huth  Ijccn  aaici,  iiDd  to  hundlu  things  together  thut  fell  out 
after\v;irJ8  to  prevent  any  further  scattering  from  the  pljice  of 
the  town  of  Plymouth  iind  weakening  of  the  same,  it  was 
thought  hest  to  give  out  some  gooU  farms  to  special  persons 
that  would  promise  to  live  at  Plymouth  and  likely  to  ho  help- 
ful to  the  church  or  eomuiouwealtli ;  aud  so  to  tie  the  lands  to 
Plymouth  as  faiuis  for  the  same,  and  there  they  might  keep 
their  e:i(tle,  and  tilling  hy  some  servants,  and  retain  their 
dwellings  here;  and  so  souie  special  lands  were  granted  at  a 
place  usually  called  tireeu's  Harbour,  where  uo  alluiuients  had 
been  in  the  former  division,  a  place  very  well  meildowed,  and 
1134 


tit  to  keep  and  rear  cattle;  good  store;  but,  alas!  this  remedy 
proved  worse  than  the  di^ease,  for  within  lew  years  tho.-c  that 
had  got  footing  there  sent  themselves  uway  partly  by  force  and 
partly  by  meeting,  the  rest  with  importunity  and  jilcas  of  neces- 
sity, for  as  they  must  either  sutfer  theui  to  go,  or  live  in  con- 
tinued opposition  and  contention,  and  others  still,  as  they  con- 
ceived themselves  straightened  or  to  waut  accommodation, 
broke  away  under  one  pietensu  or  other,  tliinUing  their  own 
continued  necessity  and  the  example  of  others  a  wan-ant  sulli- 
cient  for  them,  and  this  I  fear  will  be  the  ruin  of  New  Eng- 
land,— at  least  of  the  churches  of  God  there, — and  pruvoUo  the 
Lord's  displeasure  against  them. 

•*  This  church  at  Marsh tield,  above  called  Gi'ccn'a  Harbour,  was 
again  and  afterwards  carried  on  by  the  help  and  as>i:>tance 
under  God  of  Mr.  Edward  AVinslow,  who  at  llic  liist  secured 
several  Welsh  gentlemen  of  good  note  Ibitber,  with  .Mr.  IJIiu- 
nian,  a  godly,  able  minister,  who  unanimously  joined  tngctlior 
in  holy  fellowship,  or  at  least  were  in  a  likely  way  thereunto. 
liut  some  dissension  fell  amongst  them,  which  caused  the  part- 
ing not  long  after,  and  so  the  hope  of  a  godly  society  as  to  them 
was  frustrated.  Not  long  after,  those  that  went  (roui  I'lyuiouth 
with  that  godly  gentleman,  Mr.  William  'I'ljomas,  keeping  up 
a  communion,  it  {ileosed  the  Lord  to  send  unto  them  a  suitable 
ami  able  preacher  of  the  gospel  named  Mr.  Edward  Ituckley, 
who  was  chosen  their  pastor  and  oHiciated  in  thut  place  very 
protitably  divers  years,  but  at  Inst  be  left  them  and  went  to  u 
place  called  Concord  in  the  Government  of  the  Massachu.-^etts, 
and  a  considerable  time  after  the  Lord  raised  up  and  sent  an- 
other faithful  servant  of  liis,  who  proved  able  and  well  lilted 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  Mr.  Samuel  Arnold  by  name.  He 
remained  with  them  for  their  special  comfort  in  the  work  of  tho 
ministry." 

In   the  margin  of  the  record   the  following  words 

are  written  : 

"  In  the  beginning  of  the  church  of  Marshlield  was  the  second 
church  of  God  that  issued  out  from  the  church  of  I'lymouili." 

The  firet  reference  in  the  Plymouth  Colony  records 
to  Marshfield  is  in  the  shape  of  an  order  parsed  at  a 
general  court  July  1,  1633,  as  follows: 

"That  unless  Mr.  Gilson,  John  Shaw,  and  the  ro.--t  that  un- 
dertuoke  the  cutting  of  the  passage  between  Green's  llarbuur  and 
tito  bay,  finish  it  before  the  tirst  of  October  next  ensuing,  accord- 
ing to  covenant,  they  be  amerced  in  ten  pouuds  ;  but  if  any  of 
them  will  doo  it,  the  fine  bo  exacted  of  the  rest  and  they  paid 
for  their  labour." 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1G36,  it  was  oidered  by  the 
court  that  "  the  cut  at  Green's  Harbor  for  a  boat 
passage  shall  be  made  eighteen  foot  wide  and  six  foot 
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deep,  and  for  the  manDer  how  the  same  shall  be  done 
for  tlie  better  orderinj;  thereof,  it  is  referred  to  the 
Governor  and  assistants  with  the  help  of  Johu  Win- 
slow,  Jonathan  Brewster,  John  Barnes,  and  Christo- 
pher Wadsworth,  as  well  to  proportion  every  man 
equally  to  the  change  thereof,  as  also  to  order  men 
that  shall  work  thereat,  that  ten  men  may  work  to- 
getlier  there  at  once,  and  that  the  Governor,  or  whom 
he  shall  appoint,  shall  oversee  the  same  that  it  may 
be  well  performed." 

These  extracts  have  been  variously  construed,  some 
believing  that  the  passage  was  cut  into  the  ocean,  and 
others  into  Duxbury  or  Plymouth  Bay,  and  thus  great 
uncertainty  has  existed  concerning  the  original  char- 
acter of  Green's  Harbor  Liver.  This  river,  which 
undoubtedly  derived  its  name  from  some  person  by 
the  name  of  Green,  perhaps  Richard  Green,  who  was 
a  resident  at  Plymouth  before  1630,  or  Joseph,  who 
appears  to  have  owned  lands  either  in  Duxbury  or 
Blar.shfield  as  early  as  1640,  undoubtedly  ran  by  a 
natural  outlet  into  the  sea.  It  is  not  at  all  probable 
that,  after  finding  its  way  from  its  source  within  the 
precincts  of  West  Duxbury  to  the  sand  hills  of  the 
shore,  it  meandered  through  a  wide  tract  of  marsh 
before  it  reached  salt  water  in  Duxbury  Bay,  nor  is 
it  at  all  probable,  if  it  had  such  an  outlet,  that  the 
General  Court  would  have  interested  itself  in  opening 
a  new  passage  to  tlie  open  ocean.  Such  a  passage 
would  have  rendered  no  service  to  the  colony,  as  at 
that  early  period  no  demands  of  navigation  existed 
for  means  of  communication  by  water  with  any  other 
place  than  Plymouth  ;  nor  again,  is  it  probable  that 
three  months  would  have  been  allowed  by  the  court 
for  the  completion  of  a  passage  to  the  sea  through  a 
uarrow  beach,  which  six  men  could  have  accomplished 
in  as  many  days.  And  further  than  this  the  names 
Green's  Harbor  and  Green's  Harbor  River  seem  to 
indicate  plainly  enough  that  such  a  harbor  existed  as 
must  have  been  reached  from  the  sea  and  not  across 
the  marshes  from  the  more  inland  waters  of  Plymouth 
or  Duxbury  Bay.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that,  when  members  of  the  colony  ei^tab- 
lished  farms  in  Marshfield,  the  General  Court  would 
wish  to  furnish  the  easiest  and  safest  means  of  com- 
munication. The  extract  from  the  church  records 
already  quoted  shows  that  at  first  these  farms  were 
appurtenant  to  homesteads  in  Plymouth,  and  that 
they  were  expected  to  be  carried  on  by  servants  while 
their  owners  continued  to  dwell  in  the  old  town. 
Such  a  state  of  things  required  the  shortest  and  safest 
route  for  personal  transportation,  and,  what  was  more 
important,  an  easy  conveyance  by  boat  for  all  kinds 
of  freight.     The  roads  were  rough  and  crooked,  and 


horses  were  scarce,  and  by  the  way  of  the  fords, 
across  the  intervening  streams  the  distance  to  Green's 
Harbor  must  have  been  fifteen  miles,  while  that  by 
water  through  the  new  passage  could  not  have  been 
more  than  seven. 

As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  the  original  outlet 
was  a  little  north  of  Cut  Island.  An  indentation  iu 
the  marsh  suggests  the  probable  spot  where  it  was 
situated.  The  state  of  things  resulting  from  the 
construction  of  the  new  pa.Nsage  continued  until 
1806,  the  outlet  to  the  ocean  permitting  the  passage 
of  vessels,  and  the  new  passage  enabling  boats  to  pa.ss 
and  repass  at  high  water  across  the  marshes  to  the 
waters  of  Plymouth  Bay.  It  is  probable  ihat  the  new 
passage  gradually  fell  into  decay  and  failed  to  drain, 
as  it  had  at  first  done,  and  as  various  natural  ditches 
had  done  before  it  was  built,  and  in  1S06  vaiious 
proprietors  of  the  marsh  petitioned  the  General  Court 
for  an  act  of  incorporation  permitting  tlicm  to  build 
a  canal  from  Greeu's  Harbor  to  Duxbuiy  Bay.  On  the 
11th  of  February,  1807,  the  following  act  was  passed, 
providing, — 

"Sect.  1.  That  Isaac  Winslow,  Luke  WaJswurth,  Judali 
Tlioiiius,  and  Benjaioin  White,  proprietors  iu  Grcen'jj  Harbor 
Marsh  in  the  towa  of  Marshfield,  tojjether  with  their  usfociates, 
aod  such  others  aa  may  hereafter  associate  with  tlicm,  and  tlieir 
heirs  and  successors,  shall  be  a  corporation  by  the  name  of 
lireen's  Harbor  Canal  Company,  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges incident  to  similar  corporations,  for  (he  fiurposc  nf  drain- 
ing the  stagnant  water  on  Green's  Harbor  Marsh  in  the  town  of 
Marshfield,  and  for  better  improving  said  Marsh  by  erecting 
dikes  or  removing  bars  of  sand,  rocks,  or  olher  obstructions 
that  oppose  the  draining  of  said  raarsli ;  for  digging  a  canal  or 
canals  for  said  water  to  pass  into  Du.\bury  or  Plymouth  JJay  ;  and 
building  a  bridge  or  bridges  across  said  canal  or  cunals,  if  the 
same  should  intersect  any  private  or  public  highway,  and  by 
tho  name  aforesaid  may  suu  or  be  sued,  and  do  and  suO'er 
whatever  other  similar  bodies  politic  may  or  ought  tu  do  and 
sutTer. 

"  Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  he,  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
powered and  directed  upon  application  in  writing  from  every 
five  or  more  of  said  Proprietors,  to  issue  his  warrant  to  one  of 
the  Proprietors  aforesaid,  requiring  him  tu  notify  and  warn  a 
meeting  of  said  Proprietors  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  .°hall 
think  most  convenient,  the  purposes  to  be  expressed  iusaid  war- 
rant, by  posting  up  copies  of  said  warrant  with  the  nolilienlion 
thereon  at  the  south  meeting-house  in  the  town  of  Marsblield 
seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  .-^aid  meeting  ;  and 
the  said  Proprietors,  when  legally  assembled  as  afore.-aid,  shall 
have  power  to  choose  a  clerk,  committee  or  committees,  asses- 
sors, collector  or  collectors  of  ta^es,  and  treasurer;  so  shall  be 
sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  i-eposed  in  them,  and 
continue  to  serve  until  others  are  chosen  and  sworn  in  their 
places,  which  may  be  annually ;  which  olTicers,  chosen  and 
sworn  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  same  power  to  perform,  exe- 
cute, and  carry  any  vote  or  order  of  said  corporation  into  full 
etfect  us  town  otficers  of  like  description  have  by  law.  And  said 
corporation  shall  at  their  first  meeting  agree  and  determine 
upon  the  method  of  calling  future  meetings;  anil   each   Pro- 
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prietiu-  -U-^\\  vote  accurJing  to  tlic  nuoiber  of  shares  he  holds  in 
s;iid  corporation,  ProviiieJ  uo  one  Proprietor  shall  be  alloweJ 
more  than  five  votes;  and  said  eorporation  shall  ;it  their  first 
uieetiiig,  or  at  anj-  other  iucctiii;;  legally  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, have  power  to  vote  ami  rai.-e  monies  for  all  expenses  that 
have  arisen  or  may  arise  in  draining  the  iLmr?li  aforesaid,  or 
bL-tter  improvement  of  the  same,  including  the  making  of  canals, 
erecting  dikes,  removing  dams  and  bars  of  sand,  building  a 
bridge  or  bridges  across  said  canal,  |iurchasiug  lands  necesa.iry 
to  carry  the  object  of  said  corporation  into  etfect,  as  likewise 
paying  the  damages  individuals  may  sustain  by  reason  of  the 
erection  of  the  dikes  or  digging  the  canals  aforesaid,  and  all 
monies  voted  and  raised  aloresaid  shall  be  ;ijsessed  on  each  Pro- 
prietor in  the  marsh  aforesaid,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
acres  or  value  thereof,  he  or  she  may  own  in  said  marsh  ;  and 
if  any  I'loprietor  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums 
assessed  upon  him  or  her  as  aforesaid,  after  si.tty  days  notice, 
so  much  of  his  or  her  marshland,  aforesaid,  shall  be  sold  ai  will 
bo  iuUicient  to  pay  tho  same  with  legal  costs,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  non-resident  jiroprietors'  laud  in  the  Commonwealth  are 
sold  to  pay  ta.\es. 

"Stcr.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  Corporation 
shall  have  full  power  to  purchase  and  hold  any  real  estate,  not 
exceeding  fifty  acres,  that  may  be  necessary  to  carry  their  de- 
signs into  eficct;  and  saiil  Corporation  shall  be  holdcn  to  pay 
all  damages  which  shall  arise  to  any  person  through  who.-e  land 
said  canal  or  canals  shall  be  dug,  or  on  whose  land  said  dikes 
shall  be  erected;  wlicu  it  cannot  be  obtained  by  voluntary 
agreement,  said  damages  to  be  estijuated  by  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the 
County  of  Plymouth,  saving  to  either  party  a  right  of  trial  by 
jury,  according  to  the  law  which  makes  provision  for  the  re- 
covery of  damages  happening  by  the  laying  out  of  public 
highways." 

Oil  the  IGth  of  March,  1S31,  it  wtis  enacted, — 

'•That  the  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  establish  a  Corporation  for 
tho  purpose  of  draining  (Jrecn'a  Harbor  ilarsh,  in  the  town  of 
MarsbUeld,'  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  licuited  to,  and  shall 
expire  on,  tho  first  day  of  April,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
our  r,ord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  provided, 
however,  that  said  corporation  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  continued 
a  body  corporate  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  and  alter  aaid 
first  day  of  April,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  and  defending 
all  suits  which  now  are  or  may  hereafter  be  instituted  by  and 
against  said  corporation,  and  for  enabling  said  corporation  grad- 
ually to  settle  and  close  their  concerns,  but  not  for  tho  purpose 
of  contiuuing  the  business  for  which  said  corporation  was  orig- 
inally established,  and  proviileil,  also,  that  this  act  be  accepted 
and  ratified  by  said  corporation,  at  a  legal  meeting  for  that 
purpose  duly  convened.'' 

Under  the  act  of  1807  a  canal  wa.s  dug  through 
tlie  luarsh,  and  it  is  apparent  that  a  divided  outlet  so 
dimiiiislicd  the  force  of  the  water  at  the  old  mouth  as 
to  gradually  close  it.  At  high  water  the  backing  up 
of  the  river  caused  by  the  incoming  tide  resulted  in  a 
quite  extended  basin,  separated  by  only  a  narrow 
strip  of  beach  from  the  open  sea.  In  1810  some 
sportsmen  at  the  top  of  a  high  tide  shoveled  away 
the  sand  across  the  strip,  and  the  incoming  and  out- 
flowing tide  soon  cut  the  passage  which  the  last  gen- 
eration has  known  at  the  southerly  end  of  Branches 
Iblaiid.     This  is  believed  by  the  writer  to  be  the  cor- 


rect history  of  a  locality,  concerning  which  tradition 
lias  handed  down  various  statements  and  theories. 

The  recent  history  of  this  river,  covering  the  erec- 
tion of  a  dike  and  highway  across  it  to  the  island  on 
the  northerly  side,  is  worthy  of  mention  in  this  nar- 
rative. .\long  its  borders  were  situated,  according  to 
an  authentic  survey,  fourteen  hundrod  and  fifty  acres 
of  marsh,  only  a  small  portion  of  which  yielded  any 
income.  In  1870  some  of  the  marsh  owners,  believ- 
itig  that  by  the  erection  of  a  dike  these  marshes  might 
be  reclaimed  and  converted  into  valuable  tillage  land, 
applied  to  the  harbor  commissioners  for  the  ref|uisite 
permission,  and  an  engineer  of  the  board  was  sent  to 
examine  the  locality  and  report  on  its  fea.iibility  and 
on  the  probable  damage  to  the  navigation  of  Green's 
Harbor.  In  1871  the  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners 
reported  to  the  Legislature  that  whatever  damages 
might  be  inflicted  on  the  harbor  by  a  dike  would  be 
more  than  compensated  for  by  the  contribution  to  the 
agricultural  wealth  of  the  town,  and  reeummended 
that  a  dike  might  be  permitted  to  be  built.  On  the 
basis  of  this  report  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  agriculture,  whose  re- 
port, favorable  to  the  dike,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  harbors,  and  finally  reported  by  them  and 
enacted  as  follows  : 

"SEt-r.  1.  The  proprietors  of  Green's  Harbor  .Mar»h   iu  tho 
town  of  Marsbfield  are  authorized  to  erect  a  dam  ami  dikes 
across  Green's  Harbor  River  at  or  near  and  not  above  Turkey 
Point,  so  called,  with  one  or  more  sluice-ways  and  gales,  for  llie 
purpose  of  draining  Green's  Harbor  Marsh  and  improving  the 
sauie  and  preventing  dowage  from   the  sea;  said  dam,  dikes, 
and  improvements  to  he  made  under  the  authority  of  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  in   the  manner  providcil   in  the   1  ISth 
chapter  of  the  General  Statutes,  with  all  the  powers  and  subject 
lo  all  the  duties  required  or  allowed  by  said  cha|.tcr ;  provided 
that  not  more  than   twenty  of  tho  ])roprietors  shall  be  lenuircd 
'    to  petition  the  Superior  Court  lor  the  appointment  of  said  com- 
missioners; and    it  shall    be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners  to 
construct  fish-ways  on  said  dam  if  required,  and  in  the  man- 
ner required  by  the  commissioners  of  fisheries  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  to  make  return  of  the  same  to  said  court;  of  all 
which  proceedings  said  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  as  fully 
as  if  provided  in  said  chapter. 
;        "Strr.  2.   For  the  purpose  of  cultivating  and  improving  saiil 
!    marsh,  maintaining  said  dam,  and   repairing  the  gates,  sluice- 
ways, and  other  improvements,  and  the  removal  of  any  obstruc- 
'    tious  in  the  channels  of  said  marsh   which   may  Ibcrealtcr  ac- 
cumulate, and   for  conducting   the  fisheries  at  and  about  said 
I   dam,  «hieh   may  have  been   introduced  by  tbeui,  the  said  pro- 
'   prielors   may   manage  their    artaira    as  proprietors   of   general 
'    fields,  and  as  such  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  be  subject  to 
'   all  the  duties  and   liabilities  conferred  and  imposed  on  the  pro- 
prietors of  general  fields  by   the  (iTtli  chapter  of  the  General 
;   Statutes,  and  may  include  in   their  acts  the  introduction  and 
I   propagation  of  herrings,  alewives,  and  other  fishes. 

"Skct.  :t.  The  county  commissioners  of  the  county  of  I'lym- 
;  outh,  in  the  execution  of  the  powem  granted  tbcm  by  chapter 
'   :;6  of  the  laws  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  scventy-oue, 
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shiill  have  autltority  to  contract  with  the  couimisdioDt-'rs,  who 
uiuy  bu  a|ipuinteJ  hy  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  erection  of  ;i 
hij^hwuy,  briJge,  and  ihim  without  a  draw,  at  the  joint  expense 
of  the  town  of  Mar^iifielU  and  the  county  of  Plymouth,  aud  of 
said  proprietor,  or  any  of  tbeni ;  provided,  liowever,  that  said 
daui,  brid<^e,  and  highway,  \?hetlicr  located  :leparutely  or  tu- 
j^etlier,  shall  be  subject  lo  tbo  proviiiona  of  section  4  of  chapter 
14U  of  the  acts  of  tlie  year  ei;;liteen  hundred  aud  sixty-six. 

"  Skc'T.  4.  Stiould  shoalin;^  take  place  above  the  level  of  mean 
low  water  in  the  channel  of  Green'a  Harbor  River,  and  its  ap- 
proaches below  the  dam  and  dikes,  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
struction of  said  daui  and  dikes,  said  sboalin;^  shall  bo  removed 
by  the  proprietors  of  Green's  Harbor  marsh  under  the  ilirectiou 
and  to  the  acceptance  of  tho  board  of  harbor  commis.-iioncrs, 
Autl  if  tho  proprietors  of  said  marsh  shall  fail  to  remove  saiil 
obstructions  froru  six  months  after  due  notice  from  said  coiumis- 
siuners,  then  said  comntissioners  shall  cause  said  obstructions  to 
bo  reuiovedat  the  expense  of  the  proprietors  of  said  marsh,  and 
said  proprietors  shall  be  liable  to  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
same  in  an  action  of  contract,  aud  the  negotiation  of  any  party 
or  purtiua  shall  not  defeat  the  same." 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  148  of  the  General 
Statutes  it  was  juiliciallj  decided  "  that  the  propo.sed 
improveiuent  was  for  the  general  advantage  of  the 
proprietors;"  and  the  Superior  Court  ordered  tlie 
work  to  be  done,  and  appointed  aa  commissioners 
Clemens  Herschel,  Paul  Hill,  and  Franklin  Kent. 
Under  their  direction  the  dike  was  completed  in  1872 
at  a  cost  of  about  thirty  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
assessed  oo  the  marsh  owners.  Subsequently  the 
town  of  Marshfield  laid  out  and  built  a  townway  across 
the  dike  at  a  cost  to  the  town  of  $2832.25.  Id  the 
mean  time,  under  authority  given  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  passed  in  1870,  the  county  commLssiouers 
had  laid  out  a  highway  to  cross  the  river  at  a  point 
below  the  dike  by  means  of  a  bridge  with  a  draw. 
After  the  construction  of  the  townway  across  the  dike 
a  hearing  waa  had  before  the  county  couimissiouers  on 
a  petition  to  discontinue  the  laying  out  of  the  high- 
way, which  resulted  in  a  rejection  of  the  petition. 
The  Legislature,  however,  subsequently  repealed  the 
act,  authorizing  the  commissioners  to  build  a  bridge, 
and  thus  put  an  effectual  stop  to  any  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  construction  of  the  highway. 

By  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Marshfield  tiie  alleged  shoaling  of  the  river  is  claimed 
to  have  inflicted  a  serious  injury,  and  io  1877  T.  B. 
Black  man  and  others  petitioned  the  Legislature  to 
take  measures  to  remove  obstructions  in  the  harbor, 
and  presented  to  the  committee  ou  harbors  a  bill  to 
abolish  the  dike.  This  bill  was  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  referred  to  the  judiciary  comiuittee,  who 
reported  that  it  ought  not  to  pass,  on  the  ground  of 
its  unconstitutional  feature  of  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts.  Tho  adverse  report  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee  was  accepted,  aud  a  bill  was  enacted, 
reported   by  them,  "  that  the  Supreme  Court,  sitting 


as  a  court  of  equity,  shall   have  full  jurisdiction  to 
hear   and  determine  the   rights  of  all   parties   under 
chapter  303  of  the  acts  of  1871  (the  dike  act),  and 
to    enforce  the  provisions  of   said   act."      This  bill 
further  provided  that   the  attorney-general,  upon  the 
petition  or  requirement  of  the  harbor  cominissioneis, 
is  hereby  authorized    and   directed  to  briug   in   the 
name    and    behalf  of    the    commonweakh    a    bill  in 
equity  or  other  proper  process  to  compel  any  and  all 
parties  liable  under  said  act  so  to  do,  to  remove  tije 
shoaling    or   other   obstructioris    in    the    channel    of 
Green's    Harbor   River."      In    1878   it   was   fuither 
resolved  by  the  Legislature  "  that  there   be  allowed 
and   paid   out  of  the  treasury  a  sum   not  exceeding 
two  thousand  dollars  to  be  expended  for  the  purpose 
of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1 87 1  (^the  dike 
act)."     The  bill  in  equity  was  duly  brought,  and  on 
a  demurrer   filed    by  the  defendants  arguments  have 
been  had,  and  pending  the  decision  of  the  court  on 
the  demurrer  no  answers  have  been  filed.     Such  is  a 
hasty  sketch  of  an  enterprise  aud  the  controversy  at- 
tending  it  which  have  excited  deep  interest  in   the 
town,  and  divided  by  a  decisive  line  the  opinions  and 
sympathies  of  its  people. 

Who  were  the  first  occupants  of  land  in  Marshfield 
it  is  difficult  to  say.  Whoever  they  were  they  were 
not  absolute  settlers,  some  of  them  having  occupancy 
merely  for  a  year,  for  the  purpose  of  mowing  the 
land,  and  others,  as  has  been  already  stated  in  the 
extract  from  the  ohurch  records,  holding  farms  ap- 
purtenant to  their  homes  in  Plymouth.  The  first 
reference  in  the  records  to  any  grant  of  land  is  under 
date  of  Jan.  6,  163G,  stating  that  grants  of  land  at 
Eel  River  to  Josiah  and  Kenelm  Wiiislow  were  tuade 
void  upon  grants  made  to  them  at  Green's  Harbor. 
The  grant  to  Josiah  Winslow  at  Green's  Harbor 
Wits  of  one  hundred  acres,  made  Dec.  4,  1G37,  and 
that  to  Kenelm  was  of  land  adjoining,  made  March 
5,  1637/8.  On  the  20th  of  March,  lC3(J/7,  John 
and  Josiah  Winslow  were  permitted  to  mow  the  grass 
for  that  year  on  Great  Wood  Island,  at  Green's 
Harbor.  On  the  4th  of  December,  1C37,  one  hun- 
dred acres  were  granted  to  Thomas  Bourne,  aud  at 
the  same  date  it  is  entered  in  the  records  that 

"  Mr.  Edward  Winslow  having  formerly  a  grant  of  divers 
lands  at  or  upon  a  neck  of  land  called  Green  Harbor's  Neck 
(alls)  Carsewetl,  the  said  grant  was  confirmed  together  with 
all  and  singuler  the  upland  upon  the  said  neck  &.  several! 
branches  thereof,  bounded  &,  marked  by  Mr.  Thomas  Prcnce  & 
Mr.  John  Alden,  Assistants  to  the  government,  viz.,  westward 
upon  a  marsh  called  Carsewoll  Marsh,  and  from  thence,  with  a 
smale  ridgof  hills,  to  the  great  marsh  on  Greene  Harbor's  Itivor, 
according  to  severall  marks  by  them  made,  ,1;  caused  to  be  made, 
eastward  abutting  upon  or  ncere  the  river  called  Greene  Har- 
bour Itiver,  and  on  the  north  and  south  side  ^vith  gicat  marshes 
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on  either  side  the  aauic,  which  luuJs  ao  buumlcn  are  given  it 
contiruiej  to  the  Siiid  Edward  Winslow,  hia  lieirca  iind  assigiiea 
forever.'* 

Od  the  1st  of  January,  Iti37/S,  it  was  vecuiiJcd 
that 

"  wlicreas  ocrtiiio  freemen  of  Scitu^ite,  viz.,  Jlr.  Timotliy  Hiith- 
erley,  Mr.  Jolii\  Luthrop,  William  Gilson,  Anthony  Annuble, 
Juine^  Cudworth,  Kdward  Foster,  Henry  Cobb,  laaiie  llubinaoii, 
CJeort;e  Keiiriuk,  Henry  Rowley,  .Siinmel  Fuller,  John  Cooper, 
liorniird  Louil)iird,  George  Lewis,  and  Huniplirey  Turner  have 
voiu|ilainud  that  they  have  aueh  small  proportions  of  landa  there 
allotted  theiu  that  they  cannot  sub=i;t  upon  thcni,  the  eourt  of 
aasislanta  have  thia  day  granteil  theui  all  that  upland  and  neek 
of  land  lying  between  the  North  and  South  Rivers,  and  all  the 
meadow  ground  between  the  said  rivers  from  the  North  Uiver 
to  thu  lieaver  I'onil,  and  all  aU)ng  by  the  North  River  side  and 
to  hold  the  brcdth  from  the  South  River  trey  or  passage  by  a 
straight  line  to  the  North  River  ao  far  up  into  the  land  as  it 
shall  be  markeil  and  set  forth  unto  them.  Always  provided  and 
upon  condition  that  they  make  a  township  there,  and  inhabit 
upon  the  said  lands  and  that  all  diBerences  betwixt  them  and 
Air.  Vassall  or  others  of  Scituatc  be  composed  and  ended  bcCoi-e 
the  ne.vt  court,  or  if  any  do  then  remain  that  they  be  referred 
to  the  conaideraliou  of  the  tiuvcrnor  and  assialauts  that  their 
removal  from  Seituate  may  be  withimt  olTense.  And  also  pro- 
vided and  upon  condition  that  whurca?  a  proportion  of  two  or 
three  hundred  acres  of  tho  lands  abovcsaid  should  have  been 
granted  to  Mr.  Vassall  upon  comlition  he  should  have  erected 
a  ferry  to  transport  men  and  cattle  over  the  North  River  at 
these  rates,  viz.,  for  a  man  a  penny,  for  a  horse  four  pence,  and 
for  every  beast  four  pence  j  and  to  make  causes  or  passages 
through  the  marshes  on  both  sides  the  said  ferry  both  for  man 
and  beast  to  )iass  by  which  ho  was  willing  to  do  and  to  answer  all 
damages  which  might  happen  in  default  thereof ;  and  the  court 
in  their  judgiuents  did  conceive  it  more  e.\pedicnt  to  prefer  the 
necessities  of  a  number  before  one  private  jierson.  That  the 
said  freemen  of  Seituate  above  named  do  so  erect  a  ferry  over 
the  North  River  to  transport  men  and  beasts  at  the  rates  above- 
said,  and  make  such  passages  on  both  sides  through  the  marshes 
to  tho  ferry  and  provide  a  sullicicnt  mjin  to  attend  tho  same, 
that  may  answer  all  damages  which  may  happen  through  his 
neglect  thcreol,  or  else  the  grant  abovcsaid  to  be  void." 

The  couditiuus  of  this  graut  were  not  acceptable  to 
the  applicants,  auJ  consequently  the  grant  became 
void.  The  terry,  however,  was  provided  for,  as  the 
following  entry  shows  under  date  of  April  2,  lt)38: 

"Two  hundred  acres  of  upland  and  a  competency  of  meadow 
landa  to  be  laid  to  it  are  grautud  to  Mr.  \Villiam  Vassall  to  keep 
a  ferry  over  the  North  (River)  where  the  old  Indian  ferry  was, 
and  to  transport  men  and  beasts  at  these  ratca,  vi^.,  for  a  man 
one  penny,  and  for  a  beast  four  pence,  a  horse  and  his  rider 
four  i>enco,  and  to  make  the  way  passable  for  man  and  beast 
tliKMr'h  the  marshes  on  both  sides  the  river  at  his  own  charges, 
and  to  keep  them  in  repair  from  time  to  time,  and  Captain 
Stuntliah  aud  Mr.  Ahlen  are  appointed  to  sot  the  lands  fortli 
for  him." 

This  ferry  at  a  later  day  was  called  Doggett's  ferry, 
and  was  situated  where  Little's  bridge,  built  fu  1825, 
now  spans  the  river.  In  1G38  another  ferry  was  or- 
dered by  the  court  to  be  establisiied  near  the  mouth 
of  the  North  Kiver,  and  Jonathan  Brewster  was  its 
first  ferryman.     This  ferry,  which   in  later  days  was 


called  White's  ferry,  was  sold  by  Mr.  Brewster  in 
1641  for  sixty  pounds  to  Messrs.  Barker  aud  Ilowell. 
and  was  afterwards  kept  by  Ralph  Cliapniau,  who  ap- 
plied to  the  court  for  a  release  on  the  Liruiind  that  the 
ferry  would  bring  him  to  poverty.  He  was  excused 
by  the  court  "  except  on  special  occa.iioiis  :ls  briniriug 
over  tlie  magistrates  who  dwell  there."  Still  auuthor 
feiTy  was  established  before  1G45,  wlierc  Union 
bridge,  which  was  built  in  1301,  is  situated,  and  tin- 
last  keeper  of  this  ferry  before  the  construction  uf  the 
bridge  was  John  Tolman. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  1(J3S,  oue  hundred  acres  of 
land  were  granted  to  Jonatlian  I>rew=ter  '■  lying  on 
the  west  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  South  llivor,  and 
on  the  south  side  of  the  North  Kiver,  to  be  viewed 
aud  laid  fortli  for  him  by  Capt.  Standish  aud  Mr. 
John  Aldeo,  and  likewise  a  piece  of  meadow  there 
to  be  laid  forth  for  him  upon  their  report  to  the 
Court  when  they  have  viewed  the  same,  which  by 
order  of  the  Court  was  by  Captain  Standish  and 
Mr.  Alden  laid  forth  for  him.  and  have  allowed  him 
all  the  meadow  land  that  lieth  in  and  about  the  said 
lands  upon  the  said  Nortii  and  .South  llivers  for 
meadowing  to  the  said  farm.  "  This  land  was  where 
White's  ferry  was  established,  first  kept  by  Mr. 
Brewster.  Ou  the  same  day  three  hundred  acres  of 
uplands  were  granted  to  Capt.  Miles  Standish  and 
Mr.  Joiin  Aldeu  "  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the 
South  River,  the  breadth  whereof  to  begin  at  the 
easterly  side  of  the  Beaver  Pond  (the  said  pond 
being  included)  unto  the  westerly  side  of  the  little 
brook  next  Seituate  path,  on  the  South  Uiver,  and 
to  range  in  length  upon  a  northwest  line  on  both 
sides,  up  into  the  land,  and  all  that  tract  of  meaduw 
lying  withiu  or  al  the  end  of  the  foresaid  mentioned 
breadth."  Ou  the  7th  of  August,  in  the  same  year, 
"  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  were  granted 
to  Sir.  Comfort  Starr  lying  betwixt  the  North  River 
and  the  South  River,  and  such  part  of  it  to  be 
meadow  as  shall  be  thought  meet  and  convenient,  anil 
to  be  viewed  and  laid  forth  by  Mr.  Edwanl  Winslow, 
Capt.  Standish,  and  Mr.  Aldeu,  which  were  accord- 
ingly laid  forth  and  rangeth  west  southwest  in  length 
and  south  southeast  in  breadth,  and  buttetli  upon  the 
South  River."  On  the  3d  of  September,  in  the 
same  year,  twenty  acres  of  land  were  granted  ti> 
Robert  Carver  '■  lying  on  the  northwest  side  of 
Green's  Harbor  River,  and  a  garden  place  ujidm 
Stony  River  near  Edward  Bumpasse,  to  be  viewed 
aud  laid  forth  for  him  by  Mr.  CoUyer.  Jouathan 
Brewster  and  William  Bassett  (which  lands  are  laid 
forth  on  the  northeast  side  of  Francis  Godfrey,  and 
upon  the  same  points  of  the  compass   that   his  are.  " 
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Francis   Godfrey  was  also  granted   twenty  acres  on 
the  northwest  side   of  Green's   Harbor  River  and  a 
<;ardcu  place  at  Stony  River.    On  the  1st  of  October,  | 
1038,  one  hundred  acres  of  land   were  granted   "  to 
Lieutenant    William    Holmes,    lying    at    the     North 
River,  next  to  the  lands  lately  granted  to   Mr.  Jona- 
than   Brewster,  ranging  in   breadth    west  southwest,  | 
and  in  length  north   and   northwest,  with  a  parcel  of  i 
marsh  ground  lying  to  it  and  bounded  as  foUoweth  : 
upon  the  east  side   from   his  marked  tree  of  his  up- 
land, over  the  creek  next  his  house,  and  so  right  in 
the  same  range  of  his  upland,  and  on   the  west  side  1 
from  the  upland,  the  marked  tree  being  the  bounds, 
and  from  the  marked  tree  east  to  the  creek,  and  so  by 
the  turning  of  the  creek  to  the  west  end  of  the  Pine  ; 
Island  in  the  marsh,  and  so  to   follow  the  said  creek 
to  meet   with    his   east   range  in    the  meadow  and  ] 
uiarsh."     On   the  7th  of  January,  1638/9,  Jonathan  | 
Brewster  and  William  Bassett  were  appointed  to  lay  ' 
forth  Robert  Mendlove's  and  John  Carew's  land,  and  j 
on  the  same  date  an  island  lying  at  Green's  Harbor  | 
was  granted   to  Mr.  William    Bradford,  and  another  ! 
island  at  the  same  place,  called  Spectacle  Island,  was 
granted  to  Mr.  John  Howland.      At  the  same  date  it 
is  entered  in  the  records  that  "  whereas  a  part  of  the 
marsh  ground  lying  by  Spectacle  Island,  on  the  south 
side,  was  granted  to  Mr.  Thomas  Prince,  to  be  meadow 
belonging  to  Mr.  Allerton's  farm  ;  the  said  Mr.  Prince 
liath   relinquished   the  same   to   Mr.  John  Howland, 
provided  he  be  allowed  meaduwing  elsewhere  in  lieu 
thereof" 

On  the  3d  of  March  it  is  recorded  that — 

*'  WiiKitt.vs,  there  id  ti  controversy  betwixt  Green's  ilarbor 
uiiJ  Duxbury  abuut  the  lands  between  the  fresh  of  Green's  Har- 
bor Uiver  and  the  South  Itiver,  it  is  ordered  and  granted  by 
tlie  Court  of  Freemen  to  Mr.  Edward  Winslow  and  tlie  rest  of 
tile  neighborhood  of  Green's  Ilarbor,  a  competent  portion  of  up- 
lands and  meadow  betwixt  the  said  rivers  for  a  farm  for  a  min- 
ister, and  one  other  couipeteot  portion  of  land  near  unto  the 
said  lot  for  tbo  minister,  either  for  Nehemiah  Smith  or  some 
other,  ajt  thu  said  inhabitants  of  Green's  Harbor  shall  place  in. 
And  whereas,  Mr.  Thomas  Prince  hath  a  portion  of  laud  there 
i;ranted  to  him  for  a  farm,  it  is  ordered  also  that  those  that  view 
thu  forc..iaid  lands  shall  likowiso  view  Mr.  Prince's  lands,  and 
if  they  lind  it  not  competent  for  a  farm,  that  thoy  shall  add 
thereto  such  further  portion  of  lauds  of  those  that  lie  next  it  ' 
as  ahall  be  thought  competent. 

This  grant  of  ministerial  laud  is  important  as  show- 
ing what  neither  the  church  records  nor  tradition 
suggest,  that  before  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Richard 
lileiiman,  Nehemiah  Smith  must  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  time  have  officiated  as  pastor.  On  the  (Jth  of 
April,  1640,  fifty  acres  of  land  were  granted  to  Daniel 
Cole  •'  lying  next  William  Bassett,  beyond  the  South 
River,  if  there  will  be  spare  lands  left  on  either  side 


his  lot  when  Mr.  Kemp's  land  is  laid  forth  there,  and 
to  be  done  by  Mr.  Collyer,  Jonathan  Brew^ter  & 
William  Bassett,  which  is  accordingly  laid  forth  from 
the  marked  tree  of  William  Bassett,  the  island  or 
neck  of  land  lying  in  the  marsh  on  the  south  hide  of 
the  said  tree  and  the  meadow  land  lying  aforo  the  said 
island,  five  acres  in  breadth,  beginning  at  the  lium- 
mock  where  William  Bassett  leaves  to  the  liead  of  a 
cove  on  the  west  aide  the  said  island."  On  the  same 
day  one  hundred  acres  were  granted  to  William  B;is- 
sett  between  the  lands  of  Daniel  Cole  and  Coml'ort 
Starr ;  fifty  acres  to  Francis  Sprague,  on  the  North 
River,  above  the  lands  of  Jonathan  Brewster  ;  fifty 
acres  to  John  Maynard,  on  the  north  aide  of  the 
lands  of  Comfort  Starr ;  one  hundred  acres  to  Con- 
stant and  Thomas  Southworth  at  the  North  River, 
"  from  Mr.  Vassall's  range,  in  breadth  east  and  by 
north  along  the  said  North  River  to  a  uiaiked  tree 
upon  the  foresaid  range;"  fifty  acres  of  upland  to  Jo- 
seph Rogers,  "  from  the  aforesaid  marked  tree  in 
breadth  east  and  by  north  to  another  marked  tree 
upon  the  same  range,  near  to  a  certain  creek  that 
runneth  up  southward,  provided  that  the  small  quan- 
tity of  overplus  upland  lying  betwixt  the  said  Con- 
stant, Thomas,  and  Joseph  be  equally  divided  amongst 
them  three,  the  said  creek  being  the  bounds  of  it;  as 
also  the  marsh  ground  or  meadow  lying  upon  the 
north  side  of  the  said  uplands  to  be  equally  divided 
as  it  lieth  afore  tho  said  lands  to  each  severally  by 
equal  proportion,  with  a  little  hummock  of  upland 
lying  in  the  said  marsh,  with  the  meadow  land  about 
it,  to  each  of  them  jointly  ;"  and  also  fifty  acres  of  up- 
land to  John  Rogers,  "  I'rom  the  aforesaid  creek  run- 
ning in  length  southwest  and  in  breadth  southeast  to 
a  certain  marked  tree  upon  the  said  range  (Vassall's), 
with,  the  one-half  of  the  marsh  land  abutting  upon 
the  aforesaid  upland,  together  with  a  small  liuiuniock 
of  upland  lying  in  the  foresaid  marsh,  which  lands 
lie  next  to  the  lands  granted  to  Francis  Cooke  and 
John  Cooke." 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1640,  two  hundred  ucre.s 
of  upland  were  granted  to  Francis  and  John  Cooke, 
being  all  that  parcel  "  lying  betwixt  the  lauds  of  Wil- 
liam Holmes  and  the  lands  of  John  Rogers,  contain- 
ing two  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  be  it  more  or  less, 
with  the  meadow  lying  before  the  said  upland,  with 
the  one-half  of  the  meadow  lying  before  or  any  way 
bounding  upon  the  upland  of  John  Rogers ;  and 
whereas  William  Holmes  bath  part  of  his  meadow 
lands  lying  before  part  of  the  said  upland  so  granted 
to  Francis  and  John,  we  have  also  laid  unto  them,  the 
said  Francis  and  John,  the  meadow  or  marsh  lying 
between   the  said   William   Holmes,  his  meadow  or 
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niarsli  ground,  and  the  said  North  River."  On  the 
oUth  of  November,  1G40,  it  was  concluded  by  the 
court  "  that  all  that  tract  of  luarsli  meadow  lyini; 
at  Green's  Harbor  Mar.sh,  from  Turkey  Point  to  tliu 
wall  Mr.  Thomas  hath  made  in  the  said  marsh  on  the 
nonli  side  of  Mr.  Edward  Winslow's  land,  and  so 
down  to  the  Great  River,  shall  bo  reserved  for  meadow 
j;ioiiud  to  the  town  of  Plymouth.'  On  the  same 
day  six  acres  of  marsh  meadow  were  granted  to  Love 
BieWsler  against  a  tract  of  upland  previously  granted 
to  him  on  the  south  side  of  Green's  Harbor.  On  the 
same  day  the  following  order  was  passed  by  the  court : 

"  \V'bcre:i3,  the  iuhiibitants  uf  the  town  of  Scitunto  aro  ^re;illy 
atrai^litcncj  for  lands,  and  there  is  a.  ncuejaity  that  they  sliould 
be  cnlaiged,  iiud  that  at  tlie  North  River,  where  they  desire  to 
liave  iu|i|ily  of  thi'ir  wants,  there  are  live  hundred  acres  and 
upwards  granted  already  to  divers  persons  of  Plyinoutli  and 
Duibnry,  the  Court  doth  grant  (that  those  persons  to  whom  the 
said  lands  are  granted  having  their  several  grants  laid  forth 
unto  them)  that  the  ^aid  inhabitants  of  Soituate  shall  have  two 
miles  in  length  from  the  end  of  the  said  granis  up  the  said 
North  River  and  a  inilo  in  breadth  (if  it  be  there  to  be  had 
when  tim  foresaid  grants  are  laid  forth),  and  if  not,  then  to 
abate  of  that  proportion ;  and  that  ilr.  Timotiiy  llatheriy, 
Edward  Foster,  and  Humphry  Turner  shall  dispose  t ho  said  lands 
to  sUL-h  persons  of  Scituate  us  they  shall  thinU  fit  to  bo  sup- 
plied." 

The  land  contained  in  the  last  grant  is  what  has 
been  ever  since  called  the  "  Two  Miles,"  and  was  made 
by  tiie  grant  a  part  of  Scituate.  It  extended  from 
what  is  now  the  Pembroke  line  a  mile  deep  along  the 
river  to  the  old  "  Ford  Farm."  Among  its  earliest 
settlers  were  Robert  Sprout,  Thomaa  Rose,  Richard 
Sylvester,  and  members  of  the  Hatch  family.  To 
complete  the  liistory  of  this  territory,  in  1778  its 
inhabitants  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Marshfield.  The  town  of  Scituate  consented 
with  a  eondiliou,  which  was  not  accepted  by  tlic  pe- 
titionei's,  that  they  should  release  all  their  right,  title, 
and  interest  in  the  common  lands  of  the  town,  and 
pay  their  share  of  the  town  debt  and  of  taxes  pre- 
viously assessed.  In  1786  another  movement  in  favor 
of  annexation  resulted  in  failure  ;  but  on  the  10th  of 
March,  178S,  the  foUowiag  bill  was  passed  by  the 
General  Court,  with  the  approval  of  the  petitioners : 

"  Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Court  convenient  and  reasona- 
ble that  the  said  Two  Mile  should  be  set  oil"  from  the  town  of 
Scituate,  and   annexed   to  the  town  of  Marshheld,  be  it  there- 
fore enacted  by   the  Senate  and   House  of  Keprcseutatives  in   1 
General   Court  assembled,  and  by   the  authority  of  tlie  same,   I 
that  ihe  territory  belonging  to  the  town  of  Scituate,  commonly 
called   the  Two   Mile,  bounded  westwardly  by  the   north    river  I 
(so  calb-d),  southwardly  by  the   town    of  Pembroke,  and  nortll- 
wardly  and  eastwavdiy  by  the  town  of  Marshfteld,  toj^cther  with 
the  inhabitants  thereon,  be  and  they  are  liercby  separiiled  from 
said  town  of  Scituate  and  anne.xed  to  the  town  of  Marshtleld, 
and  shall  forever  after  be  considered  as  u  part  of  and  belong- 


ing to  the  said  town  of  Marshfield,  {>roviilcd  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  Two  Mile  be  still  held  obliged  to  pay  their 
jtroportion  of  all  the  ta.\es  which  have  been  already  laid  on 
the  town  of  Scituate;  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  >aid  Two 
Milo  shall  be  still  held  obliged  to  pay  their  ratable  piopor- 
tion  of  all  debts  due  from  the  said  town  of  Scituate  to  indi- 
viduals, and  which  were  contracted  previously  to  the  'Mot  -lay 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  17S7,  iu  the  same  manoLr 
as  if  they  had  not  been  set  olT  froui  the  town  of  Scituate,  iu 
case  the  same  shall  be  apportioned  by  the  as.-ie?sois  uf  the  luwu 
of  Scituate,  on  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  said  tcrri'ury 
called  the  Two  Mile,  according  to  law,  within  t«o  years 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  that  the  =aid  mliahit.iiits 
be  excepted  from  paying  any  part  of  tlie  debts  ci)iiirac(cd 
by  the  town  of  Marshlicid  previously  to  the  pa>  =  inj;  ut'  tUia 
act;  provided,  also,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ?aid  T«o  Milo 
relinquish  all  their  right,  title,  and  inteiest  in  and  ti>  the  cuui- 
mon  lands  uf  the  town  of  Scituate:  and  that  the  .-aid  inbal.i- 
tanta  shall  not  be  included  or  charged  in  any  future  Uis.  fur 
maintaining  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Scituate.  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  iu  all  future  taxes 
granted  by  this  Conimonwealth  and  assessed  on  tiie  present 
valuation  the  sum  of  live  shillings  and  si.xpencc  on  each  thou- 
sand pounds  be  taken  from  the  town  of  Seituale  anil  adiled  to 
the  towu  of  Marshlicid." 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1C40/1,  the  General  Court 

"granted  unto  \Villiam  Thomas,  gentleman,  all  those  lands  laid 
out  by  Mr.  Edward  Winslow,  Mr.  John  .Alden,  and  .Mr.  WiUium 
Collyor,  viz.,  all  that  whole  neck  of  upland,  with  all  the  puiuts 
extending  themselves  into  any  the  marshes  before  the  same, 
from  the  upjier  end  of  the  great  fresh  marsh,  called  Green's 
Harbor  River  Marsh,  southward,  and  from  (ireen's  Harbor 
Freshett,  east  and  by  south,  as  it  is  marked  forth  by  the  said 
Edward  Winslow,  John  Alden,  and  William  Cullycr,  tu  the 
southwest  corner  of  a  swamp  abutting  upon  Caissvell  Marsh, 
near  the  highway  leading  betwixt  Du.xbury  and  Carawell,  the 
easterly  side  thereof,  adjoining  to  Carswell,  being  the  lauds  of 
the  said  Edward  Winslow;  the  said  Edward  Winslow,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  being  allowed  so  much  upland,  woial-stull',  or  tim- 
ber as  to  set  and  maintain  u  lenuu  between  Carswell  Meadow  or 
Marsh  and  the  upland  of  the  said  William  Thomas;  the  north- 
erly side  of  the  said  upland  hereby  granted  abulting  upon 
Green's  Harbor  River  Marsh,  ami  from  the  northwest  point  of 
upland  between  the  said  Edward  Winsloiv  and  William  Thoma.*, 
to  iin  island  granted  to  the  said  William  Thomas,  before  their 
bounds  upon  a  straight  lino  to  Green's  Harbor  Uiver,  with  Ihe 
marsh  land  and  meadow  between  that  and  a  poiut  of  upland 
called  the  Eagle's  Nest;  the  western  bounds  of  the  said  lands 
abutting  upon  Green's  Harbor  Fresh  .Mar.-.h  afore.>aid,  ])nn  idcd 
and  always  reserved  and  e.vceptcd,  that  if  any  meadow  be 
"ranted  to  any  that  abutteth  upon  the  uplands  hereby  granJerl, 
the  said  William  Thomas,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lio  allow  wood- 
stuff  or  timber,  from  convenient  places  of  the  said  nplau.l,  to 
fence  and  maintain  the  same  about  the  said  njcadows  ;  to  have 
and  to  hold,  all  and  singular,  the  said  lands,  meadows,  marshe-, 
and  premises,  with  all  and  every  |jart  and  parcel  thereof  and 
their  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  William  Thomas,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever  (except  the  wood-stuB'  or  timber  for  fencing 
before  e.vcepled),  and  to  theonly  pro|.er  use  aud  behoof  uf  him, 
the  said  William  Thomas,  his  heirs  and  assign^  forever." 

The  lands  contained  in  this  grant  to  Mr.  Tliuiuas 
contained  about  fifteen  hundred  acres,  and  included 
the  northwesterly  part  of  the  Webster  farm,  being 
bounded  along  the  ridge,  nearly  iu   the  rear  of  the 
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Phillips  estate,  from  tlie  lauds  "iranted  to  Edward 
Winslow,  which  contained  about  twelve  hundred 
acres. 

Up  to  this  time  Green's  Harbor  was  slmplj'  a  par- 
ish, some  of  its  occupants  of  lands  havinp;  houses  and 
homes  there,  and  others  owning  and  cultivating  farms 
or  herding  their  cattle,  while  they  retained  their 
dwellings  in  Plymouth  or  Duxbury.  About  six 
tluiu>and  acres  of  land,  including  the  two  miles,  or 
more  than  one-third  of  the  present  territory  of  Marsh- 
iield,  had  been  granted  to  individual  proprietors.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  at  various  times  before  1640, 
tracts  of  land  varying  in  extent  from  fifteen  to  eighty 
acres  were  granted  to  Joseph  Beadle,  John  Rouse, 
James  Lindall,  John  Ford,  Arthur  Rowland,  William 
Sherman,  John  Phillips,  Roger  Chandler,  Samuel 
Tompkins,  Edmund  Weston,  Ralph  Chapman,  John 
Gardner,  John  Hardmer,  Edmund  Hawes,  John 
Winslow.  Stephen  Tracy,  George  Partridge,  Henry 
Sampson,  Experience  Mitchell,  John  Paybody,  Abra- 
ham Peirce,  and  William  Tubbs.  These  extracts 
from  the  records  show  clearly  enough  who  were  the 
settlers  and  occupants  of  land  in  Marshfield  before  its 
incorporation.  In  later  days,  after  the  incorporation, 
John  x\dams,  James  Adams,  Robert  Waterman,  An- 
thony Snow,  John  Branch,  Christopher  Winter,  John 
Hewett,  John  Gorham,  James  Pitney,  John  Dingley, 
John  Somers,  Samuel  Baker,  Timothy  Williamson, 
John  Foster,  John  Walker,  John  Low,  Thomas  Chil- 
lingworth,  Samuel  Sprague,  Edward  Stevens,  Thomas 
Doggett,  Josiah  Keen,  William  Shurtleff,  Thomas 
Little,  and  John  Jones  either  bought  or  obtained 
grant,s  of  lands,  and  may  perhaps  properly  be  called 
second  comers. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1640/1,  it  was  enacted  by 
the  court  "  that  Green's  Harbor  shall  be  a  Towneship 
and  have  all  the  priveledges  of  a  Towneship  that 
other  Towiies  have,  and  that  it-shall  be  called  by  the 
name  of  Rexhame  but  now  Marshfield."  The  ter- 
mination "  hauie"  meant  simply  "  town,"  and  Rex- 
hame or  Rexham  was  another  name  for  Kingstown. 
The  Indian  name  for  the  territory  was  Missauca- 
tucket. 

It  was  first  called  Marshfield  in  the  records  under 
date  of  March  1,  1G41/2,  when  the  entry  was  made 
that  Francis  West  was  appointed  and  approved  con- 
stable and  surveyor  of  highways  for  that  town.  It 
has  been  taken  for  granted  that  this  name  was  sug- 
gesttd  by  the  great  extent  of  marshes  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  town,  to  which  it  was  applied. 
While  of  course  it  is  pu.ssible  that  such  may  have 
been  the  case,  neither  history  nor  tradition  has  any- 
thing to  say  on  the  subject.      It  may  be,  however,  per- 


tinently asked,  if  the  first  syllable  of  the  name  had 
its  origin  in  the  physical  characteristics  of  the  terri- 
tory, why  the  second  syllable,  "  field,"  was  added. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  present  meaning  of  the  word 
"  field,"  an  inclosed  piece  of  land,  which  would  make 
It  applicable,  while  the  Saxon  field,  or  feld,  indicated 
an  uninclosed,  barren,  stony  district,  and  would  have 
been  singularly  inappropriate  when  api)lied  to  the 
well-watered  and  fertile  lands  of  Marslificld.  The 
name  of  Marrysfield,  Marysfield,  MarsCeld,  Maesfield, 
and  Maresfield,  borne  by  a  parish  in  Sussex,  England, 
may  throw  some  light  on  the  subject,  and  may  have 
given  the  name  to  the  new  town  at  Green's  Harbor, 
as  Plymouth,  Sandwich,  Barnstable,  Taunton,  Yar- 
mouth, Duxbury,  and  other  places  in  England  fur- 
nished names  for  other  early  settlements  in  the  Old 
Colony.  Rev.  Edward  Turner,  an  accomplished  Eng- 
lish antiquary,  says,  "  I  am  disposed  to  derive  the 
name  which  has  been  gradually  corrupted  from  Marys- 
field  to  Marbfield  from  its  being  a  district  early  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Mary,  as  we  find  the  ancient  chapel 
at  Nutley  (a  part  of  the  Marsfield  district)  to  have 
been,  and  as  was  a  chantry  also,  which  is  mentioned 
in  the  ancient  lists  of  Sussex." 

But  the  four  names,  Mis.'<aucatuckct,  Green's  Har- 
bor, Rexham,  and  Marshfield,  are  not  the  only  name.s 
which  have  been  applied  to  this  territory.  When 
John  Smith,  who  explored  and  made  a  chart  of  the 
Massachusetts  coast  in  1614,  returned  to  England 
and  showed  his  chart  to  Prince  Charles,  that  prince 
affixed  names  to  different  localities,  of  which  only 
Plymouth,  Charles  River,  and  Cape  Ann  have  sur- 
vived. The  name  given  to  the  territory  included 
within  the  boundaries  of  Marshfield  was  Oxford.  A 
copy  of  this  chart  with  the  names  suggested  by  Prince 
Charles,  afterwards  Cliarles  I.,  may  be  found  in  the 
first  volume  of  Palfry's  "  History  of  New  England,"  and 
besides  its  general  interest  it  is  valuable  as  setting  at 
rest  the  still  lingering  belief  that  Plymouth  derived 
its  name  from  the  Pilgrims. 

Before  the  incorporation  of  the  town  it  was  ''  con- 
cluded and  agreed  betwixt  Capt.  Miles  Standish,  Mr. 
John  --\.lden,  Jonathan  Brewster,  and  William  Bassett, 
and  Mr.  Edward  Winslowe,  the  xxviii.  day  of  De- 
cember, 1640,  that  from  a  great  rock  that  is  flutt  on 
the  topp,  called  Parting  Rock,  shalbe  the  present 
bounds  between  Greene's  Harbour  &  Duxborrow,  and 
shall  rang  from  thence  norwest  to  the  South  River, 
&,  on  the  contrary  South  east  to  the  payth  between 
Scituate  &  Duxborrov^,  and  from  thence,  the  payth 
to  devide  them,  to  the  bridg  over  Green's  Harbour 
Fresh."  On  the  7th  of  June,  1642,  at  a  General 
Court,  it  was  ordered  "  that  the  bounds  of  Marshfield 
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from  Green'd  Harbour  Fresh  be  from  thence  to  the 
troy  calleJ  Poole's,  provided  it  come  not  upon  any  part 
of  Mr.  Thomas'  particular  lands,  and  from  Poole's  by 
a  line  to  the  water  side,  taking  only  the  lauds  of 
John  llowse.'  Tliat  the  westerly  bouuds  of  Mursh- 
tield,  fuimerly  set  by  Captain  Standish,  Johu  Aldeu, 
Jonathan  liiewster,  William  Bassett,  Si  Mr.  Edward 
Wiiislow,  ''shalbe  from  a  ^reat  rock  tlatt  on  tlie  topp, 
norwe.->l  to  the  South  lliver.  li.  from  thence  to  the 
leifccnnant's  grouud  by  a  straight  line,  provided  that 
Mr.  Starr,  Job  Cole,  Dauiel  Cole,  William  Bassett, 
John  Maynard,  ttc,  shall  not  by  Marshlield  meu  be 
rated  or  assessed  to  any  publike  changes  untill  they 
or  any  of  them  there  come  to  inhabitt  aud  do  close 
with  Marshlield  meu." 

In  1CS3,  tlie  followiui:  eutry  is  found  in  tlie  re- 
cords : 

"  Wliercft::,  we  wliusc  iiamcij  arc  underwrittcD  are  appointed 
by  the  towns  of  Du.xbury  and  Mar±ilitield  to  run  the  lined  and 
Htittlu  the  bouuds  between  the  town:>bips  of  I>u.\bury  and  Mar:3li- 
tield,  as  by  the  records  uf  daid  tuwnsbips  doth  appear, — wu  have 
aceordingly  run  the  said  liues,  aud  settled  the  bounds  as  fol- 
lowelb  :  From  the  rock  that  is  Ittit  on  the  top  near  the  house  of 
Clement  Kin^,  Northweat  to  the  North  River,  aud  have  marked 
several  trees  in  the  ran<^e,  aud  about  twelve  or  fifteen  rods 
Northeast  oC  Samuel  Hack's  house,  we  moved  a  heap  of  stones 
and  from  the  said  rock  Southeast  to  the  cartway  between 
Samuel  and  Seth  Arnolds,  where  we  raised  a  heap  of  stones 
and  fi'oiu  thence  to  Green's  Harbour  (fresh)  the  path  to  be  the 
bouuds,  aud  on  the  Eastward  side  of  said  fresh,  just  above  where 
the  siiid  way  ^oes  through  it,  wo  raised  a  heap  of  stones;  aud 
from  theucc  in  a  strai;;ht  Hue  to  a  tree  of  white  oak  with  the 
top  broken  olf,  called  poles,  which  said  tree  stands  by  the  cart- 
way ju.-.t  where  an  old  foot-path  turns  out  of  it  towards  Cars- 
well,  and  betAVeen  the  said  way  aud  from  thence  in  a  straight 
line  to  the  Southwest  side  of  Edward  Bumpu:,'  land,  so  called, 
where  he  formerly  lived,  at  Duck  Hill,  taking  in  the  said  land, 
sometiiues  the  said  Edward  Uuinpus",  to  the  said  township 
of  Mar.^htield;  and  these  bounds  aforesaid  to  be  the  bounds  bo- 
tweeu  the  said  towns  of  i)u.\hury  and  Marshlield  for  ever- 
more. In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands 
the  three  and  twentieth  day  of  Febiuary,  1G83. 

"  Wm.  PAUonf. 

".lonN  TitAcv. 

'*  Natu.vmi:!,  'lUOllAS. 

'*  Sauuix  .Si'iiAGUt;." 

A  recent  law,  ptu'ised  June  14,  1811$,  provided  that 
"  that  part  of  the  dividing  line  between  the  northeast 
corner  of  Duxbury  and  the  southeast  corner  of  Marsli- 
field,  viz.,  beginning  at  a  lieait  of  stones  on  the  tup  of 
Duck  Hill  and  running  noiili  Gti]  east  to  tlic  seashore, 
shall,  from  and  alter  the  pas.suj;e  of  this  act,  be  the 
boundary-line  between  the  two  towns,  any  law,  Usage, 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

In  connection  with  the  iucujporation  of  Marshlield 
it  will  uot  be  out  of  place  to  reier  to  the  title  to  its 
lands  derived  from  tlie  Indians.  A  large  part  of  its 
territory  Lad  been  occupied,  iu  common  with  Plymouth 


and  Duxbury,  by  the  Patuxet  tribe,  which  had  bccu 
swept  away  by  a  pestilence  several  years  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Pilgrims.  This  part  was  included  in 
tile  cession  of  lands  to  the  Englisii  made  by  Ma.ssasoit, 
in  his  memorable  treaty  of  April,  1021.  The  remain- 
iug  part  was,  iu  1620,  claimed  by  Chickatabut,  the 
chief  of  the  Massachusetts  tribe,  aud  occupied  by  the 
Matakeesetts,  who  were  under  his  control  and  suv- 
ereignty.  The  principal  encampnient  of  tiie  Mata- 
keesetts was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ponds  in 
Pembroke,  aud  the  names  Assinippi  or  SnapjiLt, 
Couihassett,  aud  Satuit  or  Scituatc,  are  names  which 
remain  as  their  memorials.  It  is  probable  that  the 
territory  now  included  in  Scituate,  South  Scituate, 
and  Hanover  was  within  their  jurisdiction.  By  a 
law  of  the  Plymouth  Colouy,  no  land  could  be  taken 
from  the  Indians  without  purchase,  aud  no  purchase 
could  be  made  without  the  approval  of  the  Colony 
Court.  Neither  charter,  nor  patent,  nor  grant  estab- 
lished any  title.  They  merely  conveyed  a  pre-emption 
right,  which  it  was  necessary  to  reinforce  and  confirm 
by  a  purchase  from  the  natives  of  the  .soil,  approved 
by  tlie  government  of  the  colony.  Tlius,  in  iLioo, 
Josias  Wauipatuck,  the  son  of  Chickatabut,  conveyed 
the  territory  occupied  by  the  town  of  Scituate,  which, 
as  it  included  the  Two  Miles  now  a  part  of  Marshtield, 
should  form  a  part  of  this  narrative. 

"Pi.VMOUTii,  June,  IBJ.'I. 
"  I,  Josias  Wampatuck,  do  acknowledge  and  confess  that  I 
have  sold  two  tracts  of  land  unto  .Mr.  Timothy  llathcrly,  .Mi". 
James  Cudwortb,  Mr.  Joseph  TiUlen,  Humjihrcy  Turner,  Wil- 
liam Hatch,  John  Hoar,  and  James  Torri;y,  (or  the  proper  use 
and  behoof  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  .Scilinite,  n,  be  en- 
joyed by  theui  according  to  the  true  intents  of  the  ICngli-h  grants. 
The  one  parcel  uf  such  land  is  bouniled  from  the  mouth  of  the 
North  River,  as  that  river  goeth  to  the  Indian  lleail  Itiver, 
upon  a  straight  line  unto  the  middle  ol'  Accord  Pond  ;  fruiu  Ac- 
cord Pond,  by  the  line  set  by  the  eoniinissiunets  as  the  bouuds 
bctwi.vt  the  two  jurisdictions,  until  it  met  with  the  line  ol  the 
lanil  sold  by  me  unto  the  sharers  of  Cunilia.-<.-ett,  .lud  as  th.it 
line  runs,  between  the  town  and  the  shores,  until  it  eouieth  iiiidt 
the  sea;  and  so  along  by  the  sea  unto  the  mouth  of  the  No>  ih 
Uiver  aforesaid.  The  other  parcel  of  laud,  lying  on  (in-  eastei  ly 
side  of  the  North  River,  begins  at  a  lot  which  was  souiei ioic  tlie 
land  of  John  Ford,  and  so  to  run  two  miles  southerly,  a-  the 
River  runs,  and  a  mile  iu  breadth  towards  the  ca.st,  for  wliich 
parcel  of  land  I  do  acknowledge  to  have  ieei-i\ed  Kif  the  iiilu 
whose  names  are  before  mentioned,  tourteeu  pounds  in  full  .-al- 
isfaetion,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  toun  of  Scituatc 
us  at'uiesaid;  and  [  do  hereby  promise  and  engage  to  give  .-ueh 
further  evidence  before  the  Governor  us  ttie  town  of  .'Scituate 
shall  think  meet  when  I  um  thereunto  rei^uired,  in  witness 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  in  presence  of 

**  Natiianiki.  MoiiTO.s.  "Josias  \V  AMivvrtrk. 

*'  Edmund  H.vwks.  ..  i      oo         . 

•*  Ills  °^  mark 

"  Samukl  Nash. 
"At  the  same  time  when  Josiits  made  acknowledgmciit,   as 
above  mentioned,  there  was  a  Deed  brought  into  Court  which 
be  owned  to  be  the  deed  which  he  gave  to  them  whose  names  are 
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abuvc  :^|)ccilivil  fur  thu  said  laiid:i,  and  that  hu  had  not  {;tven   | 

tlic'ui  iinuthcr,  which  deed  wita  hurnt  in  presence  of  Ihc  court. 

"  NaTIIANIIX    MoitTON,  StLitiari/." 

Tlie  first  deed  was  undoubtedly  *riven   before   the  | 

^raut  u['  the  Two   Miles  to  Scituate  was   made,  and  i 

.1 
the  ^subsequent  purchase  of  that  traet  rendering  an- 
other ctmveyance  necessary,  it  was  pi-obably  thought  | 
best  to  include  both  purchases  in  a  new  deed  and  de-  I 
stroy  the  old  one.  At  a  later  period  Wanipatuck  i 
conveyed  the  reiuaininj^  part  of  his  possessions  within  , 
the  present  boundaries  of  Marshfield  by  the  following  | 
deed  : 

'*  Tu  lilt  to  whuiii  tliesu  prcbonUi  bbult  cuiue,  Joaiiid  Chicatubut  { 
alius  Wauipatuck,  Indian  Snchcin,  icndeth  greetinj;  :  i 

"Know  yQ  that  I,  the  said  Ju.-'ias,  for  good  conaiderationa  i 
nic  thereunto  moving,  have  given,  granted,  bargained,  and  sold, 
anil  by  these  pre::ientei  do  bargain,  ;i^o)l,  give,  grant,  alioe,  and 
cuntinu  and  make  over  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest  in  or 
uutu  all  and  singular  ttie  lands  contained  within  the  township 
of  Marshfield  in  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth  in  New 
England  in  America,  together  with  all  the  woods,  waters, 
uiuaduw.s,  marshes,  mines,  and  minerals,  and  all  and  singular 
the  benefits,  privileges,  imuiuuitics,  and  profits  thereunto  ap- 
pertaining unto  uiy  very  guud  friend  Major  Josiah  Wiuslow,  in 
the  l>elialf  of  htTuself  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  and  pro- 
prietors of  the  aforesaid  town,  from  me,  my  heirs,  executors,  and 
ussigna  forever,  fur  a  valuable  consideration  to  uie  in  hand  paid, 
wherewith  [  do  acknowledge  myself  to  be  fully  satiafied,  and 
for  the  same  do  acquit  and  set  them  tree  from  all  future  claims 
and  demands  respecting  the  premises,  only  reserving  to  myself 
and  my  men  free  liberty  of  hunting  with  our  guns  (not  setting 
tnipsj.and  also  for  fowling  and  lishing  and  liberty  tu  fell  now 
and  then  a  true  for  eanous ;  and  for  the  true  performance  hereof 
and  of  the  pai  ticulars  herein  me  respecting,  I  do  hereby  tirmly 
bind  and  oblige  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  and  assigns  for- 
ever. Fn  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
seal  Lhia  IJ^^*  day  of  October,  a.d.  Itilij. 

'*  The  mark  of 

"  JOSIAS    10    ClIlCATAUUT 

'*  it  a  seal. 
"  Signed,  sealed,  and 
delivered  in  presence  of 
'•  Wawayannumma. 
*'  The  murk  of 

"  MArniri'O,  Indian." 

It  is  neeclless  to  enter  into  any  detailed  account  of 
ihe  early  settlers  within  the  limits  of  this  sketch. 
Particulars  ooucerniug  tlieui  and  their  families  iiiay 
be  found  in  the  "  Memorials  of  Marshfield,"  by  Miss 
^larcia  A.  Thouias,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred. 
The  iuubt  distinguished  of  these  settlers,  as  is  well 
known,  were  the  Winslows, — Edward,  John,  Josiah, 
and  Kenelm,  and  Williaui  Thomas.  Of  the  Winslows, 
Edward  came  in  the  "  Mayflower"  in  lUliO;  John  in 
the  "  Fortune"  in  1621  ;  Kenelui  came  in  Hi'^'J  ;  and  . 
Josiah  came  in  the  "  White  Anfiel"  to  Saco  in  1C31, 
and  after  a  short  residence  in  Scituate,  removed  into 
Marshfield.  They  were  brothers,  and  their  father, 
Edward   Wiuslow,  lived    in  Droitwich,  in   England,  ' 


who  was  the  son  of  Keneliu,  of  Kempsey,  and  after- 
wards of  Worcester,  where  he  died  in  1U07. 

Edward,  the  Euf^lish  ancestor  of  the  Winslows, 
and  probably  the  only  son  of  Kenelm,  married,  it  is 
suppo.'ied,  Eleanor  Pelham,  of  Droitwich,  and  had  a 
son,  llichard,  about  15S6.  He  married,  for  a  second 
wife,  in  1594,  Maf^dalene  Ollyver,  and  had  Edward 
(1595),  John  (1597),  Eleanor  (1598),  Kenelm 
(1599),  Gilbert  (IGOO),  Elizabeth  (16U2;,  Ma-da- 
leue  (1604:),  and  Josiah  (ItiOG).  Accordiii;<  to  tra- 
dition Edward,  who  was  the  oldest  son,  havin'.^  mar- 
ried in  Leyden,  in  1U18,  Elizabeth  Barker,  joined 
the  Pil-^rims,  as  a  recent  convert  to  their  faith,  having 
in  his  travels  fallen  within  the  sphere  of  their  influ- 
ence, and  became  a  most  ituporiant  factor  in  their 
enterprise  of  colonization.  By  his  first  wife,  who  died 
soon  after  the  landing,  he  had  no  children  surviving 
infancy;  and  he  married,  in  1621,  Susanna,  the  widow 
of  William  White,  by  whom  he  had  Edward  and 
John,  before  1627;  Josiah,  1628;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Robert  Brooks  ;  and  George  Curwiii.  His 
life  in  the  colony  was  full  of  activity  and  usel'uluess. 
He  was  one  of  the  exploring  party  which  landed 
from  the  shallop  on  Plymouth  Rock,  Dec.  11-21, 
162U ;  he  submitted  himself,  as  a  hostage,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Indians  during  the  negotiation  of  the 
treaty  with  Massasoit,  in  1621',  in  the  same  year  he 
visited  Mussasoit,  at  his  cabin  at  Pokanoket,  for  the 
purpose  of  exploring  the  country  and  cultivating  the 
friendshipof  the  great  chief ;  in  1623  he  again  visited 
that  sachem,  then  dangerously  ill,  and  restored  him  to 
health  ;  in  the  same  year,  he  visited  England  as  an 
agent  of  the  colony,  and,  after  a  six  months'  absence, 
returned  in  the  "Charity"  in  1624,  biinging  provi- 
sions and  clothing  and  the  first  stock  of  cattle  ever  in 
New  England.  In  1625  he  was  chosen  one  of  the 
assistants  of  the  Governor,  in  which  ofijce  he  was 
continued  until  1633,  when  he  was  chosen  Governor, 
and  during  liia  term  of  service  as  a.ssistant  he  un- 
dertook business  excursions  to  the  Penobscot,  Ken- 
nebec, and  Connecticut  Rivers.  In  16:j5  he  was 
again  sent  to  England  as  an  agent  of  both  the 
Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  Colonies.  In  1636 
he  was  again  chosen  Governor,  and  for  the  third 
time  in  1644.  In  1643  he  was  chosen  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  Colonics,  and  in  1646 
undertook  another  embassy  to  England  to  answer  the 
complaints  of  Samuel  Gorton  and  others,  who  had 
charged  the  colonists  with  religious  intolerance  and 
persecution.  As  an  author  he  enjoys  the  distinction 
with  Bradford  of  laying  in  "  Mourt's  Relation," 
printed  in  London  in  1622,  the  foundation  of  Amer- 
ican literature.     At  a  subsequent  day  he  published  a 
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narrative  of  the  settlement  and  transactions  of  the  col- 
ony of  Plymouth,  entitled  "  Good  News  from  New  Eng- 
land, or  a  Relation  of  Things  remarkable  in  that  Plan- 
tation," and  other  papers  relating  to  Pilgrim  history. 
In  1654  he  received  from  Cromwell  the  appointment 
of  commissioner  to  arbitrate  and  determine  the  value 
of  English  ships  seized  and  detained  by  the  king  of 
Denmark  in  1(J52,  and  in  lt)55  was  appointed  by  the 
Protector  one  of  three  commissioners  to  superintend 
the  operations  of  the  military  and  naval  forces  sent 
to  the  Spanish  Wcit  Indies  under  Admiral  Peun  and 
Gen.  Venable.  While  performing  the  last  service 
he  died  on  the  8th  of  May,  1055,  and  was  buried  at 
sea  with  the  honors  of  war. 

John  Winslow,  the  next  younger  brother  of  Ed- 
ward, came  to  Plymouth,  as  has  been  stated,  in  the 
"Fortune"  in  1021,  and  married,  in  1G27,  JIary, 
daughter  of  James  Chilton,  who  came  in  the  "  May- 
flower." It  is  doubtful  whether  he  ever  occupied 
the  land  granted  to  him  in  Marshfield.  In  1057  he 
removed  to  Boston,  and  there  died  in  1074.  Kenelni 
Winslow,  the  next  younger  brother  of  Edward,  ac- 
cording to  Miss  Thomas,  settled  on  a  gentle  eminence 
by  the  sea,  near  the  extremity  of  a  neck  of  land  lying 
between  Green's  Harbor  River  and  South  River. 
He  married  Widow  Eleanor  (Newton)  Adams,  and 
had  Kenelm  (1635),  who  removed  to  Yarmouth  ; 
Ellon  (1637),  who  married  Samuel  Baker,  of  Marsh- 
field  ;  Nathaniel  (1C3D),  who  married  in  10C4  Faith, 
daughter  of  John  Miller,  of  Yarmoutli,  and  suc- 
ceeded to  his  father's  homestead;  and  Job  (1041), 
who  removed  to  Swansea.  He  was  a  prominent  man 
in  the  town,  representing  it  often  in  the  General 
Court,  and  died  in  Salem  in  1672.  Gilbert  Winslow, 
the  next  younger  brother  of  Edward,  came  also  in 
the  "  Mayflower,"  but  returned  to  England  after 
1621,  and  there  died  in  1050.  Josiah,  the  youngest 
brother,  according  to  Mi.ss  Thomas,  settled  on  a  lawn 
extending  from  the  more  elevated  lands  of  his  brother 
Kenelm,  southerly  to  the  northern  banks  of  Green's 
Harbor  River.  It  was  fortunate  for  Marslilield  that 
the  services  of  so  intelligent  a  man  were  available. 
As  town  clerk  for  many  years,  he  has  handed  down 
to  the  present  generation  the  fullest  and  most  satis- 
factory records  of  the  early  days  which  the  writer 
has  ever  seen.  Time  and  continued  use  have  some- 
what defaced  and  mutilated  them,  but,  uuder  a  com- 
mendable vote  of  the  town,  they  have  been  adnjirably 
copied,  and,  together  with  the  later  and  current 
record.s,  redect  the  highest  credit  on  the  citizens  of 
the  town  and  their  successive  clerks.  Mr.  Winslow 
married,  in  1037,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thoma.s 
Bourne,  and  had  Elizabeth  (1037),  Jonathan  (1038), 


Mary  (1040),  Margaret  (1641,  who  married  John 
Miller),  Rebecca  (1632,  who  married  John  Thatcher, 
of  Yarmoutli),  Haiiuah  (1644,  who  married  William 
Crow),  and  John  Sturtevaot.  He  died  in  1074,  and 
was  probably  buried  in  the  old  burial-ground  of  the 
First  Church,  incorrectly  called  by  many  the  Winslow 
burial-ground. 

William  Thomas,  whose  grant  of  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred acres  has  already  been  described,  is  suppu>ed  to 
have  been  born  in  1573,  and  came  from  Yarmouth 
in  the  "  Marye  and  Ann,"  perhaps  in  103G,  with  a 
son,  Nathaniel,  born  in  1600.  He  is  first  mentioned 
in  the  records  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  As- 
sistants, under  date  of  Oct.  6,  1030.  where  it  is  en- 
tered that  "  John  Winslow  hath  turned  over  the  ser- 
vice of  Edmund  Weston  for  two  years,  beginning  the 
last  of  May  next  ensuing,  to  Nathaniel  Thonnis,  in 
the  behalf  of  his  father,  Mr.  William  Thomas,  in  con- 
sideration of  ten  pounds  sterling,  the  said  William 
being  further  to  give  the  said  Edward  six  pounds  per 
annum  and  fourteen  bushels  of  corn  at  the  end  of  the 
said  two  years,  and  what  else  the  said  John  should 
make  good  by  his  covenant."  He  seems  to  have 
been  included  in  the  list  of  freemen  entered  in  the 
records  of  March  7,1030/7,  and  yet  his  name  is  in- 
cluded in  a  list  of  eight  entered  Dec.  4,  1038,  as 
having  been  admitted  as  freemen  and  sworn  on  that 
day.  In  January,  1640/1,  he  received  his  grant, 
and  in  the  records  of  the  court  of  the  1st  of  March, 
1641/2,  he  is  called  of  Marshfield,  and  oo  that  day 
was  chosen  an  assistant,  to  which  office  he  was  annu- 
ally chosen  until  his  death,  in  1651.  Mr.  Thomas  h;is 
been  repeatedly  called  one  of  the  merchant  adven- 
turers by  whose  aid  the  Pilgrims  were  enabled  to  un- 
dertake their  voyage  and  successfully  accomplish  their 
scheme  of  colonization.  This,  however,  is  extremely 
doubtful.  No  list  has  been  preserved  of  the  adven- 
turers of  1620,  while-on  that  of  their  succes.sors,  who 
in  1020  carried  on  further  negotiations  with  the  Pil- 
grims, it  is  not  to  be  found.  It  is  more  probable  that 
he  was  a  Welsh  gentleman,  of  ample  means  and  an 
adventurous  spirit,  who  shared  the  passion  of  the  age 
for  colonization,  and  sought  new  and  fresh  fields  for 
activity  and  enterprise.  In  the  church  records  of 
Plymouth  he  is  spoken  of  as  "  that  Godly  gentleman" 
who  went  with  other.-;  from  Plymouth  to  Marslilield, 
and  Nathaniel  Morton,  the  secretary  of  the  colony, 
says,  in  speaking  of  his  death,  in  1651,  "This  year 
Mr.  William  Thomaa  expired  his  natural  life  in  much 
peace  and  comfort.  He  served  in  the  place  of  magis- 
tracy divers  years;  he  was  a  well-approved  and  well- 
grounded  Christian,  well  read  in  the  Holy  Scriptures 
and  other  approved  authors ;  and  good  lover  and  ap- 
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provcr  of  godly  uiiiiisters  and  tsood  Christians,  and  one 
tiut  iiad  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  the  common  good 
boll)  uf  cliurcii  and  State."  He  died  of  consumption, 
and  was  honorably  buried  at  Marshfield.  His  grave- 
stone still  standing  in  the  old  burial-ground  bears  the 
following  inscription  : 

'*  Here  Lyes  What  UeiiiatQs 

of  \Vitliaiu  TiioDiud,  Kdq. 

One  of  The  Founders  of 

New  Plymouth  Colony 

Who  Dee^  In  ye  Montli 

or  August,  1651,  About 

ye  78'"  year  of 

ilia  Age." 

His  son,  Nathaniel,  who  was  thirty  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Plymoutli,  in  1G36,  was  also  a  con- 
spicuous man  in  the  very  earliest  days  of  Marshfield, 
and  during  a  time  when  fears  were  entertained  of 
Indian  attacks  he  was  appointed  by  the  court  town's 
captain.  From  him,  the  only  son  of  William,  at 
least  on  this  side  of  the  ocean,  there  are  many  de- 
scendants living  in  Marshfield  and  Plymouth,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Old  Colony.  There  is  another 
Thomas  family,  of  which  Geo.  John  Thomas,  of 
Kingston,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  was  a  conspicuous 
member,  descended  from  Joiin  Thomas,  of  Marsh- 
field, in  no  way  connected,  as  far  as  is  known,  with 
William  Thomas,  who  came  an  orphan  of  fourteen 
years  in  the  ship  "  Hopewell,"  in  1635,  and,  falling 
under  the  care  and  protection  of  Edward  Winslow, 
became  finally  his  steward.  The  two  lines  of  descent 
from  William  and  John  became  at  one  point  con- 
nected by  the  marriage  of  Gen.  Thomas,  tlie  third  in 
descent  from  the  first  John,  with  Hannah,  who  was 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Thomas,  the  fifth  in  descent 
from  William.  The  descendants  from  John  also  are 
to  be  (bund  perhaps  as  numerous  and  as  widely  scat- 
tered as  those  of  William. 

The  William  Thomas  estate  descended  through  his 
son,  Nathaniel,  his  grandson,  Nathaniel,  his  great- 
grandson,  Nathaniel,  his  great-great-grandson,  John, 
finally  to  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  who  was  the  only 
son  of  John  and  a  noted  loyalist,  who  died  at  Wind- 
sor, in  Nova  Scotia,  in  1787.  At  the  request  of  the 
loyalists  of  Marshfield,  of  whom  there  were  three 
hundred,  a  company  of  the  Queen's  Guards,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Balfour,  was  scut  to  that  town  to 
protect  theiu  from  annoyance,  and  was  quartered  in 
the  house  of  Mr.  Thomas.  It  was  the  same  house 
which  was  afterwards  owned  and  occupied  by  Daniel 
Wcb.ster,  and  up  to  the  time  of  its  destruction  by  fire, 
a  few  years  since,  its  cellar  contained  the  wiue-closets 
constiucted  by  Capt.  Balfour  for  the  use  of  himself 
and   officei-s.       Mr.   Thomas  was  a  mandamus  coun- 


selor, and  in  the  month  of  July,  1774,  a  large  body  of 
citizens  from  various  towns  gathered  round  his  house 
to  compel  him  to  resign  his  commission.  His  ab- 
sence from  town  protected  him  from  insult,  and  after- 
wards the  presence  of  the  Queen's  Guards  effectually 
shielded  Iiira.  While  the  troups  were  at  Marshfield 
he  and  his  family  were  hjdged  with  the  family  of  Dr. 
Lsaac  Winslow  in  the  Winslow  house,  still  standing 
at  the  corner  of  the  roads  a  short  distance  south  of 
the  Webster  estate.  On  the  evacuation  of  Boston, 
in  1776,  Mr.  Thomas  went  to  Nova  Scotia.  Mrs. 
Thomas,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  Deering,  of 
Boston,  remained  at  the  homestead  with  hur  children, 
and  saved  her  share  of  the  estate  from  the  confi.-ica- 
tion  which  befell  it.  After  the  war  she  joined  her 
husband  iu  Nova  Scotia  with  all  her  children  except 
John,  and  died  in  Windsor  in  1810,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight.  That  part  of  the  estate  which  was 
saved  from  confiscation  came  into  the  pos.session  of 
John  Thomas,  the  only  child  of  Nathaniel  Ray,  and 
of  him  it  was  bought,  in  1832,  by  Daniel  Webster. 
Of  the  original  estates  of  Edward  Winslow  and  Wil- 
liam Thomas,  comprising  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
acres,  Mr.  Webster  had  bought  before  his  death 
about  fifteen  hundred.  Nearly  on  the  dividing  line 
between  these  estates  Mr.  Webster  stood  in  the  open 
air  on  the  24th  of  July,  1852,  three  months  before 
his  death,  and  addressed  for  the  last  time  a  public 
assemblage.  He  addressed  his  neighbors  and  friends, 
who  had  gathered  in  large  numbers  to  receive  him, 
and,  as  both  his  last  public  utterance  and  a  testimony 
to  the  love  and  affection  iu  which  he  held  the  spot 
which  had  been  his  home  and  those  among  whom  he 
had  so  long  lived,  it  deserves  a  place  in  this  narra- 
tive : 

"Friends  a.vd  NutuuBORs:  It  is  now  about  twenty  years 
that  I  have  been  in  the  midst  of  you,  |>adi<iug  here  on  the  side 
of  the  aeo,  iu  your  vicinity  and  presenee  that  portion  of  every 
year  which  I  have  been  able  to  enjoy  fruui  the  laboi-s  of  my 
profession  and  the  cares  of  public  life.  Happy  have  they  been 
to  ine  and  mine,  fur  durinj^  all  that  period  I  know  not  of  one 
unkind  thing  done  or  an  unkind  word  s|ioUen  to  ute  or  those 
that  are  near  and  dear  to  me.  Geutleuieu,  I  consider  this  a 
personal  kindness,  a  tribute  of  individual  regard.  I  have  lived 
among  you  with  the  greatest  pleasure  aud  sutisfaelioii.  I  <leeiii 
it  a  great  piece  of  good  fortuno  that,  eouiing  from  the  moun- 
tains, desirous  of  having  a  summer  resideuce  on  the  sea-coast, 
1  came  where  I  did  and  when  I  did.  Many  when  they  couie 
down  through  these  pine  woods,  aud  over  these  sandy  hills,  to 
see  us,  wonder  what  drew  Mr.  Webster  to  .Marshlietd.  \Vby, 
gentlemen,  I  tell  them,  it  was  partly  good  sense,  hut  m-ti-e  good 
fortune.  1  hatl  gut  a  pleasant  spot,  I  had  land.-4  about  aie 
diversitied,  my  fortune  was  to  fall  into  a  kind  ui.'iglib<M-hood, 
nmoug  men  with  whom  I  never  had  any  dilliculty,  vuth  uhuiu 
I  had  entered  into  a  sort  of  a  well-unilerstooil  covenant  tliat  I 
would  talk  with  them  on  farming  and  lisbing,  aud  of  ueiglihor- 
liood  concerns,  but  I  would  never  speak  a  word  to  them  or  they 
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tu  uie  on   liiw   or   poliiicj.     They  li:ive  kept   their  side  of  llie 
lr;u;5nin  ;inJ  I  U;ivu  liept  mine.  j 

'•  FrieiiJa  ;inil  ntigliliors.  the  time  in  wliicli  you  olFer  lue  tliis 
welcome  ia  not  imippiopriiite.  I  am  not  mucb  lori;;er  to  be 
iLWuy  from  you  for  ;iuy  purpose  connected  with  public  lile  or 
public  duty.  The  phicc  whicli  I  now  occupy  in  tlie  councils  of 
the  milion  mu^l,  of  course,  ere  lon^  be  vucuted  by  me,  and  m:iy 
be  vac;iled  very  shortly.  There  i.i  un  end  to  nil  huuian  labors 
and  human  elVorrj.  I  am  no  longer  a  young  man.  I  am 
thankful  that  I  have  a  good  degree  of  health  and  Etrcngtb, 
and  hope  to  enjoy  your  neighborhood  and  kindnes:',  and  the 
plea-ine  '.f  sei-ing  you  often,  for  some  years  to  come,  if  such 
ma}   he  the  j.leasnreof  the  .Aliniglity. 

••  Aecepf,  gentlemen,  from  the  depth  of  my  affection  for  you 
all,  my  warm  aekuowleJgniints  that  you  come  hero  with  couu- 
leuances  to  open  and  frank  to  give  me  this  assurance  of  your 
regard.  1  return  it  with  all  my  heart.  I  say  again,  my 
prayers  arc  that  the  .■VImighty  Power  above  may  preserve  you 
and  Tours,  and  everything  that  ia  near  and  dear  to  you  in 
prosperity  and  happiness." 

In  just  three  mouths  from  that  day,  ou  the  24th 
of  (Jctober,  he  died,  and  on  the  27th  he  was  buried 
in  the  old  burial-;;round  adjoining  his  estate.  His 
stone  bears  the  following  inscription,  that  part  of  it 
which  is  an  extract  from  the  Scriptures  having  been 
inserted  at  his  own  recjuest,  and  the  remainder  being 
a  statement  of  his  own  : 

"  Daniel  Webster, 

Born  January  18,  1732, 

Died  October  24,  1S52. 

*  Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou 

mine  unbelief.' 

Philosophical 
argument,  especially 
Chat  drawn  from  the  vastncss  of 
the  Universe,  in  comparison  with  the 
apparent  insignificance  of  this  globe  has  some- 
times shaken  my  reason  for  the  faith  which  is  in  me; 
but  my  lieal't  has  always  assureil  and  reassured  mo  that  the 
tiospel  of  Jesus  Christ  inu.^t  be  a  Divine  Reality.     The 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  cannot  be  a  mere  human 
pruiluction.     This  belief  enters  into  the 
very  depth  of  my  conscience. 
The  whole  history  of  man 
proves  it." 

Ill  speaking  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Marshfield 
Peregrine  White,  the  first-born  child  of  New  Eng- 
land, must  not  be  overlooked.  As  is  well  known,  he 
was  the  son  of  William  White,  one  of  the  "  iMay- 
fiower"  passengers,  and  was  burn  in  the  liarbor  of 
Provincetown.  His  mother,  Susanna  White,  became 
tlie  second  wife  ol  Edward  Win.'-low,  and  he  removed 
with  his  father  tu  Cai.swell,  his  Green's  Haibur  estate. 
He  married  Saiah.  daughter  of  William  Uassctt,  and 
settled  un  au  estate  given  to  him  by  his  father-in-law, 
situated  between  North  and  Simth  Rivers,  not  far 
froui  tiicir  uniun.  His  estate  was  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  one  hundred  acres  granted  to  Mr.  Bassett 
by   the  court  on  the  Uth  of  April,  llJlO.      lu  1C37 


he  was  one  of  thirty  volunteers,  as  is  slated  in  the 
records,  "  to  assist  them  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
Conneciieut  in  their  wars  again.^t  the  Po(|ain  Indians 
in  revenge  of  the  innocent  blood  of  the  Engli.ih, 
which  the  said  Pcquins  liave  barbarously  shed  aud 
refuse  to  give  satisl'actiun  lor."  In  1012  he  was 
made  ■'  ancient  bearer"  of  the  furets  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Standish,  raised  lor  the  wais;  in  1(J51 
was  propounded  as  a  freeman,  and  in  IGTiJ,  when  lie 
was  styled  Capt.  White,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the 
council  of  war.  He  held  various  town  uUices,  and 
was  twice  chosen  a  deputy  tu  the  General  Court.  His 
dcatii  occurred  on  the  2Uth  of  July,  1704,  and  he  is 
supposed  to  have  been  buried  by  the  side  of  his 
mother  in  the  old  burial-ground.  His  aon,  Daniel, 
who  died  in  1724,  and  his  daughter,  Mercy,  the  wife 
of  William  Sherman,  who  died  in  1739,  were  buried  in 
the  grave-yard  adjoiniug  the  present  First  Congrega- 
tional meeting-house.  The  estate  owned  and  occupied 
by  him  ha.s  always  remained  in  the  White  family  until 
after  the  recent  death  of  Jliss  Sybil  White,  when  in 
the  settlement  of  the  estate  it  w.is  sold. 

The  town  records  as  copied  begin  with  the  date  of 
Sept.  27,  1643.  Those  of  the  first  three  years  after 
the  incorporation  arc  not  in  a  condition  to  be  read. 
At  the  date  above  meutioned  the  Pe(|Uot  war  was 
going  on,  and  there  being  more  or  less  fear  of  Indian 
invasion,  "  it  was  agreed  that  there  be  a  constant 
watch  in  the  township, — that  is  to  say,  in  four  different 
quarters, — at  Edward  Winslow's,  at  Mr.  William 
Thomas',  at  Mr.  Thomas  Bourne's,  and  the  fourth 
at  Robert  Barker's.  Edward  Wiuslow,  Lieut.  Na- 
thaniel Thomas,  Josiah  Winslow,  and  William  Bruuke.s 
have  cliarge  there;  that  Robert  Carver,  .John  Ruuse, 
Edward  Bumpus,  and  Edward  Winslow  and  families 
be  of  the  guard  under  Edward  Winslow;  James  Pit- 
ney, Mr.  Thomas'  faiuily,  and  Mr.  BucLluy's  umiIlt 
Lieut.  Nathaniel  Thomas  ;  that  Mr.  Uourne's  laniily, 
Robert  Waterman,  John  Bourne,  Roger  Cook,  John 
Russell,  Luke  Lilly,  Kenelm  Winslow,  and  J.iine.s 
Adams  be  under  Josiuh  Winslow  ;  that  (iilbert 
Brookes,  Nathaniel  Byram,  Robert  Barker,  William 
Bardin,  John  Barker,  Mr.  Howell,  and  Edward 
Bourne  be  under  William  Brookes;  that  a  guard  ut 
two  ut  least  be  maintained  out  of  these,  and  that  a 
.sentinel  be  maintained  all  day  at  the  place  of  guard  ; 
that  for  fourteen  days  at  least  every  man  sinill  lodge 
iu  his  clothes  with  arms  ready  at  his  be<l5ide  ;  that  in 
case  of  au  alarm  at  night  from  any  other  tu\vnshi|i 
every  guard  discharge  only  one  piece,  but  if  in  our 
own  town  then  two  pieces." 

This  extract  has  a  special  value  as  showing  the  pre- 
cise uumber  aud  names  of  the  families  in  the  town. 
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and  the  dansjers  which  attended  its  settlement.  All 
other  persons  beside  those  here  mentioned,  to  whom 
i;niMts  of  land  had  been  made,  were  in  1643  either 
non-resident  ownei-s  or  had  sold  their  estates.  On  the 
9th  of  October,  at  a  meeting  specially  called,  Kenelm 
Witislow  and  Josiah  Winslow  were  chosen  deputies  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  October  General  Court.  In 
the  precedinf;  years,  after  the  incorporation  of  tlie  town, 
in  1640,  William  Thomas  and  Thomas  Bourne  were 
deputies  in  1641,  Thomas  Bourne  and  Kenelm 
Winslow  in  1642,  and  Josiah  Winslow  for  the  June 
Court  in  1643,  and  Kenelm  Winslow  and  Robert 
Waterman  for  the  Au;;ust  Court.  In  April,  1044, 
Kenelm  Winslow  and  Thomas  Bourne  were  chosen, 
and  John  Dinjrley  and  Robert  Barker  for  the  next 
year;  in  July,  1644,  Josiah  Winslow  and  Robert 
Waterman  ;  in  November,  Kenelm  Winslow  and 
Robert  Waterman  ;  in  August,  1645,  William  Thomas 
and  Nathaniel  Thomas;  in  October,  William  Thomas 
and  Thomas  Bourne;  in  December,  Josiah  Winslow 
and  Robert  Waterman;  in  March,  1640,  Josiah 
Winslow  and  Robert  Waterman ;  in  October,  William 
Thomas  and  John  Russell;  in  December,  Josiah 
Winslow  and  Robert  Waterman ;  and  in  the  suc- 
ceeding year.s  annually  ai  follows: 


1647-13.  Josiiili  Winslow. 

llobert  ^Vatcnulin. 
1649-50.  Keoelui  Winslow. 

Uobert  Watormun. 

1651.  Kencltn  Winslow. 
Josiah  Windlow. 

1652.  Kenelm  Winslow. 
Thomas  Chillingsworth. 

1053.  John  BradrorU. 

Josiah  Winslow. 
1654-55.  Josiah  Winslow,  Jr. 

Anthony  Eaiiies. 

1656.  Anthony  Eaiucs. 
Anthony  Snow. 

1657.  Anthony  Eamcs. 
Josiah  Winalow,  Jr. 

165S.  John  bmJfoiU. 

Anthony  Snow. 
1659-110.  Josiah  Winslow,  Sr. 

Anthony  Snow. 
IGlil.  -Vnlhouy  Eaincs. 

Anthony  Snow. 
1662.   Peicgriuo  White. 

Mark  Kanies. 
lUfl:i.   William  Ford. 

Mark  Euujos. 

Representatives  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  after 
the  union  : 


1664-65.  Anthony  Snow. 

Mark  Euuies. 
1066-67.  John  Bourne. 

Mark  Eatncs. 
1668-71.  Anthony  Snow. 

Mark  Eauies. 
1672.  Nathaniel  Thomas. 

.Mark  Eames. 
1673-76.  Anthony  Snow. 

Mark  Eanies. 
1677.  .Vntbony  Snow. 

Nathaniel  Thomas. 
167S-81.  Anthony  Snow. 

Mark  Eumcs. 
1GS2-84.  Nathaniel  Thomas. 

Samuel  Sjirague. 
1685.  Isaac  Little. 

Samuel  Spraguc. 
1686-83.   Androa  government. 
lUSO.  Nathaniel  Winslow. 

John  Barker. 
1690-tlI.  Nathaniel  Thomas. 

Isaac  Little. 
1692.  Nathaniel  Thomas. 

Isaac  Little. 


1712-13.  JonathoD  Eames. 
1714-16.  Isaac  Little. 
1717.  Anthony  Eames. 
1718-20.   Isaac  Little. 

1721.  Jonathan  Eames. 

1722.  Anthony  Eames. 
172:!.  iBaac  Little. 
1724-25.  John  Kent. 

1726.  Isaac  Little. 

1727.  Nathaniel  Thomas. 

1728.  John  Little. 

1729.  William  Carver. 
1730-:!4.  John  Little. 
17:l5-.'i6.  Thomas  Foster. 
1737.  John  Little. 
17:i8.  Thomas  Foster. 
1739.  John  Winslow. 
1740-44.  Otis  Little. 
1745-47.  John  Little. 

1748.  Thomas  Foster. 

1749.  None. 
1750-51.  John  Little. 
1752-54.  John  Winslow. 

1755.  John  Little. 

1756.  John  Thomas. 

1757.  John  Winslow. 
175S-G0.  John  Thomas. 
17i>l-65.  John  Winslow. 
17l>G-72.  Anthony  Thomas. 

1773.  Ahijah  White. 

1774.  Nehemiah  Thomas. 

1775.  Benjamin  White,  to  Pro- 

vincial Congress. 
1776-77.  Nehemiah  Thomas. 
1778.  Thomas  Waterman. 
1779-80.  Samuel  Oakman. 
1781.  Thomas  Waterman. 
1782-83.  Daniel  Lewis. 

1784.  Samuel  Oakman. 

1785.  Thomas  Dingley. 
17SG.  Samuel  Oakman. 


1789-90.  Joseph  Phillips. 
1791-95.  Joseph  Bryant. 
1796-1806.   Kli,-ha  Phillips. 
1807.   Nathaniel  ('lift. 
1.S08-U1.   John  Th.imas. 
1811.   Nathaniel  Clift. 
1S12-16.  Jotham  Tilden. 
1817-19.   ElisUa  Phillips. 
182U.  Joseph  Clil't,  Jr. 
1821-22.   Elisha' Phillips. 

1823.  Joseph  Clift,  Jr. 

1824.  None. 

1S25-2G.  Bourne  Tliouins. 
1827-28.   None. 
1829-30.   Asa  Ilewett. 

Edward  P.  Little. 
1831-32.  John  Ford,  Jr. 

E.  P.  Little. 
1833.  Daniel  Phillips. 

John  Ford,  Jr. 
1834-36.  Edw.ird  P.  Little. 

John  Ford.  Jr. 
1837.   Edward  P.  Little. 

Luther  Hatch. 
1838-39.  Elcazcr  Harlow. 

John  Ford,  Jr. 

1840.  Eleazcr  Harlow. 
Elijah  Auies. 

1841.  Eleazer  Harlow. 
E.  P.  Little. 

1842.  None. 

1843.  E.  P.  Little. 
1844-45.  None. 
1846-47.  George  Leonard. 
1848.  Daniel  Phillips. 
1349.  Nathaniel  Waterman. 
1850.  None. 

1851-52.  Luther  Hatch. 
1853-54.  (Jeorgc  M.  Baker. 
1855-57.  Stephen  tlardner. 

1858.  Ileury  Blancharil. 

1859.  Districts  estahlished. 


1693.  I^aac  Little. 

1694.  Thomas  Weld. 

1695.  Isaac  Winslow. 

1696.  Edward  Thompson. 
1697-99.  Ephraim  Little. 
170U-1.  Samuel  Sprague. 


1702.   Isaac  Winslow. 
1703-4.  Samuel  .Sprague. 
1705-8.   Ephraiui  Little. 

1709.  Nathaniel  Winslow. 

1710.  Isaac  Little. 

1711.  Nalhauicl  Winslow. 


1787-88.  Joseph  Bryant. 

At  a  town-meeting  held  on  the  27th  of  February, 
1643—44,  it  was  "agreed  that  at  the  beginning  of 
every  meeting  a  moderator  shall  be  chosen,  and  that 
he  shall  prepare  the  business  of  the  day  and  order 
the  same,  so  that  there  be  no  disturbance  in  the 
assembly,  and  the  occasions  being  eiiditd  he  shall 
dismiss  the  meeting,  and,  in  case  any  shall  be  a  dis- 
turber and  not  submit,  he  shall  be  fined  in  si.xpence, 
and,  in  case  any  be  wanting  and  do  not  appear  at  the 
hour  appointed,  he  shall  be  fined  sixpence  fur  one 
hour,  or,  if  any  shall  depart  without  orderly  dismiss- 
ment,  shall  pay  sixpence  for  every  hour,  and  for  non- 
appearance eightpence."  It  is  believed  that  this  is 
the  origin  of  the  oflSce  of  moderator,  at  least  so  far 
as  the  Old  Colony  was  concerned,  and  the  liI•.^t  defini- 
tion of  his  duties.  It  is,  indeed,  appaient  that 
under  the  direction  of  such  men  as  the  Wiii.slows 
and  William  Thomas  the  town  business  of  Marsh- 
field  was  conducted  with  a  method  which  can  hardly 
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be  said  to  have  characterized  other  towns  in  the 
colony.  The  following  is  a  list  of  gendemen  who 
have  acted  as  moderators  at  annual  meetings  as  far 
as  recorded  : 

1779.  TlioiDas  Dingiey. 

1780.  Suuiuel  Oukinan. 
17S1-82.  JoscpL  Uryaut. 
17S."..  Tliotuas  Din^'ley. 
1784.  Sumuel  Oakiiiiin. 
178i.  Tliouias  Dint;ley. 
I7SG-87.  Jose|)h  Uryant. 
1788.  'i'boiuas  Dingiey. 
17'Jil-'J5.  Joseph  Bryant. 
1796-lSOG.  Sylvanua  Wbite. 
181)7.  George  Little. 
1808-IG.  JobD  Thomas. 
1S17.   I;:iiaha  Phillips. 
1818-20.  John  Thoiuus. 
1821-23.  Francis  U.  Ford. 
1826,  Bourne  Thouias. 
1827-28.  John  Thomas. 
182'J-4J.  lidward  P.  Little. 
184G.  Joseph  llewett. 

1847.  Edward  P.  Little. 

1848.  Joseph  llewett. 

1849.  Nathaniel  11.  Whiting. 

1850.  Edward  P.  Little. 
1351.  lieorge  M.  Baker. 
1852.   Edward  P.  Little. 
18511-54.   William  Harrington. 
1855.  C.  Uatch. 
I85tf.  Daniel  Phillips. 

1857.  William  Harrington. 

1858.  Nathaniel  H.  Whiting. 
1859-Gl.   Henry  S.  Bates. 
1862-U5.  William  Harrington. 
18tiG-G7.  IKnry  S.  Bates. 
lSGS-73.  William  Harrington. 

1874.  II.  .\.  Oakman. 

1875.  Frank  Ford. 
1S7G.  II.  A.  Oakman. 

1877.  Israel  11.  Hatch. 

1878.  AVilliam  M.  Tilden. 
1879-80.  Israel  11.  Hatch. 
1881-8.'!.   H.  A.  Oakman. 
1884.   Israel  11.  Hatch. 


1644-45.   William  Thomas. 
164(i.   Edward  Winslow. 
1G47-55.   \Vitliam  Thomas. 
1650-57.  Josiah  Winslow,  Sr. 
1G59.  .Samuel  Arnold. 
ItiGU.  Josiah  Winslow. 
17 IG.   .\iahi)ny  Fames. 
1717.   l=aac  Little. 
171.S-rj.  John  Little. 

1720.  Nathaniel  Thomas. 

1721.  Joseph  White. 

1722.  Anthony  Eames. 
172.i.  John  Little. 
1724-25.  Anthony  Eames. 
1726-28.  Nathaniel  Thomas. 
1729-.;5.  .lohn  Barker. 
17a0-35.  John  Little. 

1736.  John  Thomas. 
1737-uS.  James  Sprague. 
1730.  Thomas  Foster. 

1740.  J. dm  Little. 

1741.  Otis  Little. 

1742.  John  Little. 

1743.  John  Carver. 
1744-52.  John  Little. 
1753-55.  John  AVinslow. 
175G.  Thomas  Waterman. 

1757.  John  Winslow. 

1758.  John  Thoutas. 

1759.  Anthony  Winslow. 
17U0.  John  Little. 
1761.  John  Winslow. 
1702.  .Scth  Bryant. 

1763.  Nathaniel  Little. 

1764.  John  Winslow. 

1765.  Abijah  While. 
1766-68.  John  AVinslow. 

1769.  Uaac  \Vinslow. 

1770.  John  Winslow. 
1771-72.  Nathaniel  Phillips. 
1773-74.  Abijah  White. 
177o-7S.  Samuel  Oakman. 


in  which  year  also  he  was  admitted  an  inlialiitaiit  of 
the  town.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  office  ]May  21, 
1683,  by  Nathaniel  Holmes,  who  was  followed  by 
Isaac  Winblow,  chosen  in  1700.  Mr.  Wiii>low  held 
the  office  until  his  death  in  1737,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  John  Winslow,  known  as  the  Geueral, 
who  held  the  office  in  1738  and  1739.  Arthur  How- 
land  followed  from  1740  to  1742;  Thomas  Foster,  from 
1743  to  1750  ;  Nehemiah  Thomas,  from  1751  to  17S2  ; 
Asa  Waterman,  in  1783;  William  Macombur,  from 
1784  to  178G  ;  Asa  Waterman  again,  iVoiu  1787  to 
1790  ;  Elisha  Ford,  from  1791  to  1794  ;  Eli=ha  Phil- 
lips, from  1795  to  1807  ;  William  Macomber  in  1808; 
Anthony  Thomas,  from  1809  to  1814;  Amos  11. 
Little,  iu  1815;  Anthony  Thomas  again,  in  ISlC; 
Ebenezer  Sherman,  in  1817  ;  Nathaniel  Pratt,  from 
1818  to  1822;  Samuel  Curtis,  from  1823  to  1839; 
Luther  Hatch,  from  1840  to  1848;  Charles  W.  Ma- 
comber, in  1849;  Luther  Hatch  again,  from  1850  to 
18(JG  ;  Daniel  Stevens,  from  18G7  to  1875  ;  and 
Luther  P.  Hatch,  the  present  efficient  cleik,  from 
1875  to  1884. 

The  first  election  of  town  treasurer  entered  in  the 
records  was  after  the  union  of  the  colonies  in  1G92. 
Under  date  of  March  10,  1G93-94,  Thomas  Ma- 
comber was  chosen.  The  succession  of  inctimbeiits 
of  that  office  has  been  as  follows : 


With  regard  to  the  various  incumbencies  of  the  i 
office  ipf  town  clerk  there  is  a  little  uncertainty.  It 
is  pidbable,  however,  that  Josiah  Winslow,  Sr.,  the 
brother  of  the  Governor,  was  chosen  clerk  iu  1G4U, 
as  the  record  of  that  year  states  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  record  the  births,  deaths,  and  marriages, 
and  continued  in  the  office  until  his  death,  in  1G74. 
He  was  succeeded  by  John  Bourne,  who  held  the 
office  until  1G83.  Mr.  Bourne  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
Bourne,  wlio  in  called  by  Miss  Thomas  the  "  eldest 
of  the  JIarslilield  settlers  and  a  patriarch  in  its 
Eden."  John  Bourne  inherited  the  estate  of  his 
father,  adjoining  the  lands  of  Josiah  Winslow  and 
Robert  Waterman,  who  married  his  sisters,  and  mar- 
ried Alice,  daughter   of  Thomas   Besbcech,  iu   1G45, 


1691-96.  Thomas  Macomber. 
1697-1701.  Ephraim  Little. 
1702.  Stephen  Tilden. 
1703-4,  Ephraim  Little. 
1705-12.  Thomaa  Macomber. 
1713-14.  Anthony  Eames. 
1715-17.  Jolin  Jones,  Jr. 
1717-22.  Thomas  Macomber. 
1723.  John  Jones,  Jr. 
1724-25.  Thomas  Macomber. 
1726-33.  William  Ford. 
1734.  John  White. 
1735-39.  Samuel  Doggett. 
1740.  Nathaniel  Phillips. 
1711.  John  White. 
1742-48.  Kcnelm  Winslow. 
1749-50.  Thomas  Foster. 
1751-82.  Nehemiah  Thomas. 

The  first  Board  of  Selectmen  was  cliobcn  April  5, 
1GG7.  Since  that  time  the  office  has  been  held  by 
the  following  persons : 

I6(»7. — Mark  Eames,  Anthony  Snow,  John  Bourne. 
16GS. — Mark  Eaiues,  Anthony  Snow,  Peter  Willi;iui--on. 
1669. — Mark  Eames,  Anthony  Snow,  William  I'urd,  ^r. 
Iii70.  —  Mark  Eames,  John  Bourne,  William  Ford,  .Sr. 
1671. — Mark  blames,  John  Bourne,  vacancy. 
1672-73. —  Mark  Eames,  John  Bourne,  Peter  Williamson. 
1674. — .\nthony  Snow,  Nathaniel  Thomas,  vacancy. 
1675. — William  Ford,  Sr.,  Nathaniel  Thomas,  John  Buurne. 
1676. —  William  Ford,  Sr.,  Mark  Eames,  Anthony  Snow. 
1677. — Nathuoiel  Thomas,  Samuel  Sprague,  .\nthony  Snow. 


17S3-S5.  William  Macomber. 

1786-90.  Asa  Waterman. 

1791-94.   Elisha  Ford. 

1795-96.   Elisha  Phillips. 

1797-1 808.    Luke    Wad.-worth. 

1809.  Elisha  Ford. 

1810-12.   Luke  Wadsworth. 

1813-26.  Joseph  llewett. 

1827.  Joseph  Clilt,  Jr. 

1828-30.  Joseph  Hewelt. 

1831-38.   Proctoi-  Bourne. 

183S— 10.   Elijah  Ames. 

1841-55.  Charles  W.  Macom- 
ber. 

1856-75.  Daniel  Stcvv--os. 

1875-81.  Luther  P.  UatL-h,  the 
jiresent  treasurer. 


HISTORY   OF   MARSHFIELD. 


1149 


167S-S0. — Mark  Eames,  Jubn  Buurnc,  Anthony  Snow. 
1681. — Mark  Eame.H,  Samuel  Sprague,  Autliony  Sni>w. 
16S2. — NuilianicI  TUoiuas,  John  Bourne,  .Anthony  Snow. 
163^^. — NiLtlmniel  Thuntua,  John  Bourne,  Murk  Kauies. 
IGS-I. — Nathaniel  Wioslow,  John  Bourne,  Isaac  Little. 
JGSli. — Nathaniel  ThnuiaM,  Nathaniel  Winalow,  Saiuuel  Sprague. 
l(iS7. — Isaac  Little,  Ju:itu:j  Caujes,  Samuel  Sprague. 
IGSS. — John  Barker,  Justus  Earner,  Samuel  .Sprague. 
16S1J. — Ju^iah  Snow,  Nathaniel  Winalow,  Thomas  Macomber. 
ICUO. — Ephiaiui  Little,  Joseph  Waterman,  John  Foster. 
Itl'Jl. — laaac  Winalow,  John  Kogers,  Michael  Ford. 
Iti'Jli. — Sauniei  Spraguc,  Thomas  .Macomber,  Josiall  Snow. 
IfiO;. — Ephraini  Little,  Michael  ForJ,  Isaac  Winslow. 
lliU-l, — Samuel  Sprague,  Anthony  Eames,  Isaac  Winslow. 
IG'Ji. — Samuel  Spragu-c,  Isiuic  Little,  Michael  Ford. 
Id'Jti. — Isaac  Winslow,  Isaac  Little,  Michael  Ford. 
1(JU7-'JS. —  Isaac  Win^low,  Isaac  Little,  Samuel  Sprague. 
liiO'J. — Isaac  Winslow,  Thouias  Waterman,  Samuel  Sprague. 
17U(). — Isa:ic  Winslow,  Thomas  Little,  Samuel  Sprague. 
17IU. — Isaac  Winalow,  Ephraim  Little,  Samuel  Spiaguo. 
17U'J. — Isaac  AVinsIow,  Stephen  Tildcn,  Saiuuel  Sprague. 
1703-6. — Isaac  Winslow,  Ephraim  Little,  Siimuel  Sprague. 
1707. — Isaac  Winslow,  Ephraini  Little,  Isaac  Little. 
170S. — Isaac  Winslow,  Ephraim  Little,  Stephen  Tilden. 
170'J. — Isaac  Winslow,  Samuel  Sprague,  Nathaniel  Thomas. 
1710-11. — Ephraim  Little,  Samuel  Sprague,  Stephen  Tildcu. 
1712-13. — Ephraim  Little,  Isaac  Little,  Isaac  Winslow. 
1714. — Anthony  Eames,  Isaac  Little,  Isaac  Winslow. 
1715. — Ephraim  Little,  Isaac  Little,  Isaac  Winslow. 
l7Ui-17. — Anthony  Eames,  Isaac  Little,  Isaac  Winslow. 
171S. — Thomas  Macomber,  Isaac  Little,  Isaac  Winslow. 
1711). — Thomas  Macomber,  Isaac  Little,  Anthony  Eaines. 
17211-21. — Stephen  Tilden,  Isaac  Little,  Isaac  Winslow. 
1722. — Thomas  Macomber,  Jonathan  Eames,  John  Barker. 
1721!. —  Isaiu;  Winslow,  Isaac  Little,  John  Barker. 
1721. — Isaac  Winslow,  Jonathan  Eaines,  John  Barker. 
172ii-26. — Isaac  Winslow,  John  Kent,  John  Barker. 
1727. — William  Ford,  Arthur  llarland,  Samuel  Doggett. 
172S-29. — William  Ford,  John  Barker,  Isaac  Winalow. 
17o0. — Isaac  Little,  John  Barker,  Isaac  Winslow. 
1731. — John  Little,  John  Thomas,  Isaac  AVinslow. 
17.32-33. — John  Little,  James  Sprague,  Thomas  Foster. 
173-1-36. — John  Little,  Thomas  Macomber,  Thomas  Foster. 
173t). — John  Thomas,  Nathaniel  Eames,  Thomas  Foster. 
1737. — James  Sprague,  ThomiLS  Macomber,  Thomas  Foster. 
173S. — Jauies  Sprague,  Nathaniel  Eames,  Thomas  Foster. 
173'.l. — .lohn  AVinslow,  Thomas  iMaeomber,  Thomas  Foster. 
17-10  — Nathaniel  Eames,  Thomas  Macomber,  Thomas  Foster. 
17-11.— Kcnelm  Winslow,  John  Little,  William  Clift. 

1742. — Kenelm  Winslow,  John  Little,  Timothy  Rogers. 

1743.— Kenelm  Winslow,  John  Little,  William  Clift. 

1744-47. — Kenelm  Winslow,  John  Little,  Thomas  Foster. 

1748. — Kenelm  Winslow,  John  Little,  John  Carver. 

174'J-JO. — Kenelm  Winslow,  John  Little,  Seth  Bryant. 

I7i0-al. — John  Carver,  John  Little,  Seth  Bryant. 

1762. — John  Carver,  John  Little,  Thomaa  Foster. 

1763-64. — John  Winalow,  John  Little,  Thomas  Foster. 

1766. — John  Ciirver,  John  Little,  Thomas  Waterman. 

175G. — Seth  Bryant,  John  Little,  Thomas  Waterman. 

1767. — .Seth  Bryant,  John  Carver.  Thomas  Waterman. 

176.S. — John  Thomas,  Nathaniel  Little,  Ephraim  Little. 

176'J. — Natbauiel  Winslow,  Nathaniel  Little,  Sotb  Bryant. 

1700-02. — Thomas  Waierman,  Abijah  White,  Seth  Bryant. 

1703. — Thomas  Waterman,  Abijah  While,  John  Tilden. 

1701. — Nathaniel  Thomas,  Nathaniel  Little,  John  Tilden. 

1705. — Thomas  Waterman,  Abijah  White,  John  Tilden. 


1706-67.— Kenelm  Winslow,  Abijab  White,  John  Tilden. 

1708. — Isaac  Winslow,  Elisha  Phillips,  Peieg  Uogcrs. 
j    1769. — Anthony  Thomas,  Elisha  Phillips,  Peleg  Kogers. 

1770. — Kenelm  Winslow,  Elisha  Phillips,   Peleg  Rogers. 
1   1771. — Kenelm  Winslow,  Nathaniel  Phillips,  John  Tilden. 
j    1772. — Thomas  Waterman,  Nathaniel  Phillip?,  Samuel  Oakman. 
r   1773. — Kenelm  Winalow,  Nathaniel  Phillips,  John  Tilden. 

1774. — Abijah  White,  Isaac  ^VinsIow,  Ephraim  Little. 

1776. — Kenelm  Winslow,  Isaac  Phillips,  Samuel  Oakman. 

1770-77. — Kenelm  Winslow,  Eliaha  Kent,  Samuel  Oakman. 

1773-70. — Dauiel  Lewis,  Asa  Waterman,  Samuel  Oakman. 

17S0. — Elisha  Kent,  Asa  Waterman,  Samuel  Oakiiiuii. 

1781. — Elisha  Kent,  Nathaniel  Thomas,  .Samuel  Tilden. 

1782. — Asa  Waterman,  Daniel  Lewis,  Joseph  Bryant. 

1783-84. — Thomas  Dingley,  Daniel  Lewis,  Joseph  Bryant. 
]   1785-S6. — Thomas  Dingley,  \Vm.  Macomber,  Joseph  Bi-yunt. 
!    1787. — Thomas  Dingley,  Daniel  Lewis,  Joseph  Bryant. 
I   1788-90. — Thomas  Dingley,  William  Lewis,  Joseph  Bryant. 

1791-92. — Judah  Thomas,  William  Lewis,  Joseph  Bryant. 
i   1793-94. — Luke  Wadsworth,  William  Lewis,  Joaepli  Bryant. 
j   1795. — Luke  Wadswortb,  Elisha  Ford,  Joseph  Bryant. 
I    1796. — Luke  Wadswortb,  Daniel  Lewis,  Joseph  Bryant. 

1797-93. — Luke  Wadsworth,  Wra.  Macomber,  N.  Waterman. 
I   1799-1804. — Luke  Wadswortb,  Daniel  Lewis,  Joseph  Clift. 
I   1805-6. — Judah  Thomas,  Daniel  Lewis,  Joaepb  Clift. 

1807-8. — Luke  Wadswortb,  Chandler  Sampson,  Joseph  Clift. 
I   1809. — Robert  Cushman,  Chandler  Sampson,  Joseph  Clift. 
;    1810. — Luke  Wadsworth,  Chandler  Sampson,  Joseph  Clift. 

1811 — John  Thomas,  Joseph  Ilewett,  Joseph  Clift. 

1812. — Luke  WadaiTorth,  Joseph  llewctt,  Joseph  Clift. 

1813-17. — Jothaiu  Tildon,  Joseph  Hewett,  John  Thomas. 

1818—19. — Chandler  Sampson,  Joseph  Clift,  John  Thomas. 

1820. — Chandler  Sampson,  Francis  U.  Ford,  Israel  Hatch. 

1821. — Joseph  Hewett,  Francis  G.  Ford,  Israel  Hatch. 

1S22. — Joseph  Hewett,  Francis  G.  Ford,  Josenh  Clift,  Jr. 
j    1823. — Isaac  Dingley,  Bourne  Thomafi,  Nathaniel  ('lift. 
I    1824-25. — Francis  G.  Ford,  Bourne  Thomas,  Joseph  Clift,  Jr. 
'   1826.— Asa  Hewett,  Bourne  Thomas,  Joseph  Clift,  Jr. 

1827-28. — Eleazer  Harlow,  Chandler  Sampson,  Israel  Hatch. 
I    1829. — Asa  Hewett,  Bourne  Thomas,  Edward  P.  Little. 
j    1830-31. — Elijah  Ames,  John  Ford,  Jr.,  Edward  P.  Little. 
i    1832-33.— Proctor  Bourne,  John  Ford,  Jr  ,  Edward  P.  Little. 
I   1834-35. — John  Bourne,  Jr.,  John  Ford,  Jr.,  Edward  P.  Little. 
I    1836. — John  Bourne,  Jr.,  John  Ford,  Jr..  Luther  Hatch. 
1    1837. — Eleazer  Harlow,  Samuel  Curtis,  Edward  P.  Little. 

1838-39.— Eleaier  Harlow,  John  Ford,  Jr.,  Edward  P.  Little. 

1840-1. — Eleazer  Harlow,  Joseph  Hewett,  Edward  P.  Little. 

1842.— Eleazer  Harlow,  Elijah  Ames,  Edward  P.  Little. 

1843. — Eleazer  Harlow,  Joseph  Hewett,  Lincoln  Damon. 

1844. — Elijah  Ames,  John  Ford,  Edward  P.  Little. 

1845. — Elijah  Ames,  Joseph  Hewett,  Edward  P.  Little. 

1846 — 18. — Alden  llurlow,  Joseph  Hewett,  Lincoln  Damon. 

1849. — George  M.  Baker,  Daniel  Stevens. 

1850. — George  M.  Baker,  Daniel  Stevens,  Edward  P.  Little. 

1851-52. — George  M.  Baker,  Daniel  Stevens,  John  Damon. 

1863. — Seth  Weston,  Solomon  Little,  Stephen  R.  Kogers. 

1354-56.— Seth  Weston,  Solomon  Little,  Daniel  Phillips. 

1367. — John  Baker,  Solomon  Little,  Wales  B.  Clilt, 

1858-61.— John  Baker,  Dauiel  Stevens,  Wales  B.  Clift. 
1802. — Charles  P.  Wright,  Daniel  Stevens,  George  Leonard. 
1803.— Charles  P.  Wright,  Daniel  Stevena,  C.  W.  .Macomber. 
1864-65. — George  M.  Baker,  Luther  Hutch,  Henry  P.  Oakman. 
1800. — John  Baker,  Warren  Kent,  William  C.  Oakman. 
1807-71 — Robert  H.  Morehead,  Warren  Kent,  William  C.  Oak- 
man. 
1S72. — lohn  U.  Bourne,  C.  W.  Macomber,  Israel  H.  Hatch. 
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l.S7:i-7ii. — John  II.  Eouroe,  Lullier   Magoun,  l8r:iiil  H.  Iliitch. 
1S77.— (jeorgo  Baker,  Lutliur  Miiguun,  Israel  Jl.  llatob. 
lS7i>-7'J. — (_!cori;c  Uakcr,  Tliomiia  11.  Bhickm^in,  Daniel  lironn. 
ISSU. — George  Baker,  Thomas  B.  Blackiuau,  Albert  T.  Sprague. 
ISSl. — liuorge  Baker,  Frank  ForJ,  Dauiol  Brown. 
1SS2. — Geciige  Baker,  Albert  T.  Sprajtue,  Israel  U.  Ualcli. 
ISS3. — (ieorge  Baker,  .\lbert  T.  ti|ir.igue,  JuJaun  Ewell. 
ISSl.— Ephrairn  II.  Walkor,  Israel  JI.  Uatcb,  Judson  Ewell. 

The  eailitjst  recuids  relate  uliiefly  to  the  electioo  of 
ufficL-r.s  an  J  jriants  of  land.  lu  February,  1643- 
44,  j;raiits  were  made  to  John  Thomas  and  Robert 
Chambers  at  the  rei|ue.->t  of  Edward  Winslow,  wiio 
de.icribed  them  as  his  servants,  and  William  Thomas 
and  William  Vaosall  were  appointed  to  lay  out  to  the 
several  inhabitants  on  the  north  of  Green's  Harbor 
lliver  all  the  meadow  undisposed  of  ou  that  nide  of 
the  river,  and  also  the  marshes  undisposed  of  ou  tlie 
south  side  of  the  river,  accordin;.;  to  their  discretiou. 
Ou  the  14th  of  that  month  there  were  laid  out  to 
Thomas  Bourne,  Josiali  Wiuslow,  Keuelm  Winslow, 
John  llussell,  John  Din<;ley,  Thomas  Chillingswortli, 
Ro-^er  Cooke,  and  Luke  Lilly.  In  April,  1G44,  there 
wa.<  "  j;ranted  to  John  lluuse  the  j;reat  island  next 
the  cut  which  borders  the  beach,  about  ten  acres." 
It  is  possible  that  an  investigation  of  this  grant  may 
throw  some  liglit  on  the  direction  and  character  of 
the  passaj;e-cut  in  1033. 

Under  the  date  of  August,  1645,  the  following 
entry  is  found  : 

"  On  a  motion  being  mado  for  one  to  teaub  school,  we,  wlioso 
names  are  underwritten,  are  willing  to  pay  yearly,  besides  pay- 
ing for  our  elilldren  wo  shall  send,  viz.  : 

Edward  Winslow 20  sh.      Edward  Bnekley....   K!  ah.  4  d. 

Thom;is  Bourne  ID  "     j  Robert  Wuterman...   10  '• 

John  Bourne 10  "     I  Kenelm  Winslow...   10  '• 

Robert  Carver 10    ■'      !   .lo-eph  

Thomas  Cbiliingsworth  10  •'     \  Josiab  10  " 

John   Kussell i  "     I   Edward  

The  family  names  of  three  of  the  subscribers  and 
the  sums  subscribed  by  two  are  illegible.  The  names 
were  probably  Joseph  Beadle,  Josiah  Winslow,  and 
Edward  Bumpus.  This  was  the  first  movement  to- 
wards a  public  school  in  either  of  the  New  England 
colonies. 

This  record  is  an  important  one,  and  apparently 
now  for  the  fii'st  time  publicly  disclosed,  as  it  fur- 
nisher a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  charge  which  has 
been  repeatedly  made  that  the  people  of  the  Plymouth 
Colony  lagged  far  behind  those  of  Massachusetts  in 
the  cause  of  education.  Tiiis  cliarge  has  been  founded 
on  the  references  in  the  colony  records  alone,  and 
made  without  any  investigation  of  the  records  of  the 
various  towns.  The  first  entry  on  the  subject  in  the 
Plymouth  Colony  records  is  under  date  of  1 6U3  :  "  It  is 
proposed  by  the  court  unto  the  .several  townships  of 
this  jurisdiction,  as  a  thing  they  ought  to   take  into 


their  serious  consideration,  that  some  course  may  be 
taken  that  in  every  town  there  may  be  a  schoolmaster 
set  up  to  train  up  children  to  reading  and  writing." 

In  the  Massachusetts  Colony  records,  under  date 
of  May,  1647,  the  first  reference  to  the  same  subject 
is  in  the  Ibllowing  law  : 

"  It  being  one  chief  project  of  Satan  to  keep  men  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  Scripture,  as  in  former  times  keeping  theui 
iu  unknown  tongues,  80  in  these  latter  times  by  persuading 
from  the  use  of  the  tongues  that  so  at  least  the  I  rue  seuse  anil 
meaning  of  the  original  might  be  clouded  and  eijrru])tud  with 
false  glosses  of  deceivers,  to  the  end  that  learniug  may  not  he 
buried  in  the  graves  of  our  forefathers  in  church  and  common- 
wealth, the  Lord  assisting  our  endeavors.  It  is  thcretorc  ur- 
derctl  by  the  Court  and  authority  theieof  that  every  town 
ivithiu  the  jurisdiction  after  the  Lord  h.ith  iucieased  them  U> 
Che  number  of  fifty  families,  shall  then  forthwith  ap|>oint  one 
within  their  towns  to  tench  all  such  children  as  shall  resort  to 
him  to  write  and  read,  whose  waged  shall  be  paid  either  by  the 
parents  or  masters  of  such  children,  or  by  the  inhabitants  in 
general  by  way  of  supply,  as  the  major  )iart  of  tbein  that  order 
the  prudentials  of  the  town  shall  a[>i>oint;  provideil  tiial  those 
who  send  their  children  bo  not  oppressed  byjjaying  much  more 
than  thuy  can  liavc  tbeiu  taught  for  in  other  towns. 

•*  And  it  is  further  ordered  that  when  auy  town  shall  increase 
to  the  number  of  one  bundled  families  or  householders,  they 
shall  set  up  a  grammar  school,  the  master  thereof  being  able  to 
instruct  youth  so  far  as  they  may  be  bCted  for  the  University  ; 
and  if  any  town  neglect  the  performauce  hereof  above  one 
year,  then  every  such  town  shall  pay  live  pounds  per  annum  to 
the  next  such  school  till  they  shall  perform  this  order." 

It  is  now  fouud  that  in  Marshfield,  in  1G45,  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  establish  a  school,  and  we  are  Icl't 
to  the  presumption  that  in  other  towns  in  the  Plym- 
outh Colony  similar  measures  were  taken,  rendering 
unnecessary  any  action  of  the  Colony  Court  until  a 
much  later  day,  when,  perhaps,  one  or  two  of  the 
more  recently  incorporated  towns  failed  to  provide 
suitable  means  of  educating  their  cliildren. 

The  limits  of  this  sketch  will  preclude  anything 
like  a  history  of  the  schools  of  the  town,  but  a  list  of 
teachers  from  1701  to  1774,  which  is  all  that  is  avail- 
able to  the  writer,  may  not  be  without  interest: 


1701.  Thomas  Little, 
I70:;.  Peregrine  White, 
I7U4.    Ephraim  Little, 
1707.  John  Barker, 
170S.    Peleg  Wiswall, 
1700-10.  Arthur  Uowland, 

1716.  John  Stedman, 
171B.   I'eleg  Bradford, 

1717.  John  Bell, 
1721-22.  William  Rand, 
1725.  Thomas  Oliver, 
1727.  Isaiah  Lewis, 
I7a0.   Ward  Cotton, 

1702.  .\dam  Richardson, 
1733.  Fobes  Little, 
n.'iS.   William  Smith, 
1741.  Lemuel  Briant, 


Harvard  College,  IG'Jo. 
■'  '•         11)06. 

"  •'  17U2. 

"  •'         1712. 


1721. 
1710. 

172:;. 

1720. 

I7:iu. 
17:14. 

1726. 
17:i'J. 
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1743.  James  Ijcwes,   .  Hiirvivrd  College,  17S1.  I 

1771.  Melziir  Turner  Oakman,        "  "         1771.  j 

The  character  of  these  teachers,  so  many  •f  whom 
were  graduates  at  Cambridge,  attests  the  high  standard 
at  whieh  the  schools  must  have  been  maintained. 
The  fact  that  before  1823  Marshfield  young  men 
reaped  tlie  benefits  of  a  Cambridge  education  is  fur- 
ther proof  tiiat  the  preparatory  system,  on  which  a 
higiicr  education  was  built,  could  not  have  been  ne- 
"Iceted.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Cambridge 
"raduates  as  far  as  known  to  the  writer,  to  which  it  is 
probable  that  others  might  after  a  more  thorough  in- 
vestigation be  added  : 


Eliliiaim  Mitlo IfiOJ 

Tboiiiiis  Little 16'J5 

Daniel   Lewis 17U7 

William  Shurtleff 1707 

.William  Lewis 1710 

Jubii  'i'homiui 1715 

Jo.^iah  Win.^low 1721 

Isaac  Winslow 1727 

E|iLvaim  Little 172S 

Jam*.'.,  Lewid 1731 

Oti;>  Little 1731 


Dauiul  Lewi.-* K.S-t   j 

Fobe.i  Little  17:U 

Natlmniel  Little 17:51 

EJward  Winsluw 173f. 

Natliauiel  Uay  Tbomad..   1761 

Pelliain  Winslow 175  3 

L»aac  Winslovr 1762 

Juhn  Thumati 17t>5 

Tliuma.i  Little 1771 

.Mcliiir  T.  Oak  mail 1771 

Nathaniel  Thomiu! 1774 


lu  1SG8  the  old  school  district  system,  which  was 
once  universal  throughout  the  commonwealth,  was 
aboli.-ihed  by  the  vote  of  the  town,  and  at  the  present 
time  there  are  nine  schools  maintained  at  an  ex- 
peu.se  of  about  two  tliousand  seven  hundred  dollars 
per  year.  The  incompleteness  of  the  report  of  the 
school  committee  for  the  last  year,  owing  to  the  loss 
of  one  of  the  school  registers,  renders  it  impossible 
to  state  the  average  attendance  at  the  schools  ;  but  it 
is  probable  that  it  is  quite  as  large  as  could  be  ex- 
pected in  a  widely  extended  territory  and  a  scattered 
population. 

lu  1G54,  Josiah  Winslow  and  William  Ford  were 
authorized  to  build  a  sufficient  mill  to  grind  the  corn 
of  the  town  at  the  South  River,  and  in  the  same  year 
the  money  raised  in  the  town  by  rates  was  as  follows : 


in  one  or  another  of  the  meeting-houses  of  the  town. 
In  that  year  the  present  town-house  came  into  use 
and  the  meeting-houses  were  abandoned.    During  King 
Philip's  war  in  1675  and  1G76,  Marshfield  performed 
its  full  share  of  service.    The  commander  of  the  united 
forces  of  the    confederacy    was    one  of    its   citizens, 
and,  though   the  conflict  was  short,  seven  Marshfield 
men — Thomas  Little,  Joseph   Eamcs,  Joseph  Whitu, 
John   Burrows,    Joseph    Phillips,    Saiimel    Bumpus, 
and     John    Low — were    killed.        In    coniiiioti    with 
other   towns,   besides   the  loss  of  the   livcjs  of   soiiiu 
of   its  citizens,  the  war    involved    Marshtield  in   tlur 
loss  of  the  labor  of  its  people,  and  imposed  on   it  a 
pecuniary  burden  which,  in  those  times,  was  heavy 
indeed.     In  the  midst  of  the  distress  which  prevailed 
throughout  the  colony  let  it  be  forever  remembered 
that  contributions  were  received  from  "divers  Chris- 
tians" in  Ireland,  and  divided  among  the  towns  to  be 
distributed  by  the  following  committees: 

To  be  distributed  by  Epbmim  Morton, 
Jo:jepli  Warren, 
William  Crow, 


in  IMyiii-     I 
outli,        ( 

"  Josiub  Standib'h,    ( 

William  Paybody,  J  ">  Da^ljory. 
"  CorDett  Studsoii, 

Edward  Jeu 


udsoii,     I  . 
euKina,  ) 


Seituale,     12      0 


d. 
0 

0 
II 


in  Swansea, 


Otlieiul  wuj^es 3 

Magistrates 1 

Gov.  charges 0 

Tlirec  wolves  killed  by  llobeit  Carver 

and  John  Russell 3. 

Two  days'  work  on  meetin<^-bousc 0 

Tboiuas  TilduD,  wolf 1 

To  entrance  the  minister's  land 0 

To  Goodman  binglcy 1 

Josiab  Winslow, Sr.,  committee  chart^es  3 

Josiali  Winslow 0 

Two  muskets,  two  swords  and  belts,  and 

two  sliot-ba<^s -i 

For  the  meetiiij^-liouse 1 

To  the  raters 

Tran^jiortation 


7 
13 
16 

0 
3 
0 
1 
11 


"  Wm.  Uarvey, 

James  Walker, 

John  Riehmond, 

"  William  Browne, 

J.  Butterwortb, 
"  Francis  Combe,      )  in    Middle 

Isaac  Howard,  J  boro', 
"  Capt.  Freeman,  in  Eastham, 
"  John  Thacher,  in  Yarmouth, 
"  Wm.  Huckius,        I      in  Darn- 

Barnab.  Lathrop,  |  stable, 
"  John  Cooke, 

John  Smith, 

John  Russell, 
"  Nathaniel  Paine, 

Lieut.  Hunt, 

Daniel  Smith, 
*'  Ensign  Eames, 

Anthony  Snow, 
"  Elder  Brett, 

Deacon  Willis, 

Samuel  Edson, 


in  Taunton,     10     U     U 


21  0 

4  10 

0  10 

0  10 


in  Dart- 
mouth, 


[  in  Rehuboth,  32 

]    in  Marsh-    )     ^ 
I        held,        J     ' 

I  in    Bridge-  I     ^ 
r       water,        ) 


In   1670  the   following  inhabitants  of  Jlarshfield 
were  eDroIled  as  freemen  : 
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In  1602  it  was  voted  that  "meetings  be  warned 
by  the  Constables  setting  up  a  writing  on  the  meeting- 
house door  or  in  the  house  at  least  a  week  before  the 
meeting."    Until  183S  town-meetings  were  always  held 


Maj.  Josiah  Winslow. 
Samuel  Arnold. 
Kenelm  Winslow. 
Josiah  Winslow,  Sr. 
Thomas  Beesbech. 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Thomas. 
Lieut.  Peregrine  White. 
John  Dingloy. 
Robert  Carver. 
Anthony  Snow. 
John  Bourne. 
Anthony  Eamea. 
Ensign  Mark  Eames. 
William  Foard,  Sr. 


Resolved  While. 
Timothy  Willinuison. 
John  Rouse. 
Moses  Trouant. 
William  Holmes. 
William  Foard,  Jr. 
John  White. 
Nathaniel  Thomas. 
Joseph  Rogers. 
Nathaniel  Winslow. 
John  Foster. 
Jacob  Dingley. 
Michael  Foard. 
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ward  end  of  BruDch'd  house,  and  so  aloog  a3  tbe  way  uow  is 
unto  Winter's  Island,  and  alunf^  through  said  Island  ue;ir  to 
the  cliS'  on  the  east  side  iboreof,  until  it  comes  to  the  bcjc-b  at 
tbe  north  corner  thereof,  and  so  along  the  beach  till  it  comet h 
to  the  mouth  of  South  Uiver. 

'*  And  also  a  way  up  from  the  said  beach  leading  tiiro-agli  tbe 
laud  of  Lieut,  Little  by  the  south  side  uf  a  reed  puiid  aud  tui  n- 
ing  by  tbe  corner  of  the  stone  wall,  and  so  upward  by  a  stone 
ditch,  leaving  bis  bouse  on  tbe  southerly  side  of  ^aid  \Kiy,  and 
so  on  by  the  corner  of  liis  orchard  land,  and  so  straight  down 
the  hill  leading  through  tbe  land  of  Xatbauiel  Winsiuvy,  leaving 
bis  baru  about  three  rods  toward  the  eastward,  and  .-u  a-  the 
way  now  lieth  through  tbe  land  of  Joseph  Waterniau  and 
Thuuias  Bourne,  on  straight  to  the  eastward  end  of  a  puddle  at 
a  head  of  &  cove  of  meadow,  and  from  tliencc  through  said 
We   bean    on    tlie    cast   .>iide  of  the  North   ]    Bourne's  pasture  by  the  southeast  side  of  a  ruck,  leaving  a  small 


In  1G82  it  WU.S  voted  that  Nathaniel  Thomas  and  | 
Samuel    Spvague,   on    the    pait   of  Maishfield,   with  ; 
others  on  the  part  of  Suituute,  establish  the  divldin^i 
line  between  the  two  towns,  and  it  was  fixed  at  the 
main  channel  of  North  Uiver,  as  it  then  ran  from  the  | 
upper   part  of   the  town  of   Marshfield    to  the   sea.  ' 
And,  aj;ain,  in  1092,  Jeremiah  Hatch,  Samuel  Clapp,  i 
and  Thomas  Jenkins,  selectmen  of  Scituate,  and  John  [ 
Rutgers  aud   Micliuel   Ford,  selectmen   of  Maiahfield,  ■ 
aetiii'''  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  Colony  Cum  t, 
reported  to  the  two  towns  a  further  dividing  line  be- 
tween iNIar.shtield  aud   the  Two  Miles  in  Scituate,  as  ; 
folUjws  : 

River,  in  the  southerly  line  of  the  range  of  John 
Ford's  lot,  and  from  thence  to  a  white-ash,  acknowl- 
edged by  the  proprietors  of  the  said  Ford's  lot,  and 
by  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  former  giants  of  the 
five  hundred  acres  and  upwards  granted  by  the  Court 
of  Plymouth,  and  from  the  said  ash-tree  somewhat 
northerly  to  a  heap  of  stones  aud  a  stake  at  the  head 
of  suid  Ford's  lot,  and  from  thence  near  east  to  a 
stake  and  heap  of  stones,  being  one  mile  from  the 
river,  aud  from  thence  near  south  with  a  range  of 
marked  trees,  until  it  cometh  to  the  reputed  lot  of 
Edward  Wartou,  and  from  thence  it  narroweth  with 
a  range  of  marked  trees  near  south-southwest,  half  a 
point  west,  to  a  stake  and  heap  of  stones  standing  in 
the  bounds  between  the  town  of  Marshfield  and  the 
town  of  Duxbury." 

In  that  year  al.so  it  w.ts  ordered  that  "  Scituate  pay 
ten  pounds,  Marshfield  five  pounds,  and  Duxbury  five 
pounds  in  silver  money  towards  the  building  of  Bar- 
stowe's  bridge,  only  that  twenty  shillings  is  to  be  taken 
out  of  Duxbury's  five  pounds  and  placed  to  Jlanna- 
moiett,  to  pay  it  in  silver  money  ;  but  in  case  that 
Scituate,  Marshfield,  and  Duxbury  shall  see  cause  to 
build  and  maintain  a  cart-bridge  over  the  North  River 
near  Barstowe's  bridge,  then  they  shall  be  free  from 
any  other  bridge  out  of  their  township." 

In  the  same  year  a  jury,  consisting  of  John  Rogers, 
Thomas  Macomber,  John  Foster,  John  Ilewett,  John 
Rose,  John  Barker,  John  Doggett,  Joseph  Water- 
man, Isaac  Holmes,  Anthony  Eames,  Ephraim  Little, 
Michael  Ford,  Joseph  Crocker,  John  Thomas,  and 
Nathaniel  Thomas,  Jr.,  laid  out  the  highways  of  the 
town  us  follows : 


*'  We  whose  names  are  subscribed,  being  chosen  and  sworn 
as  a  jury  at  Marsbtield  on  the  first  day  of  June,  lljy2,  to  lay 
out  and  reutove  such  highways  in  the  said  town  as  are  needful 
according  as  the  law  directed,  in  oriler  tbeieuntu  having  met 
together  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  June  aforesaid,  do  declare  as 
followefb  :  Begin  on  the  noitb  side  of  Green's  Harbor  Uiver, 
near  the  river's  mouth,  antl  so  upward  to  John  Branch's  Island, 
and  alou"  through  said  island  as  the  way  now  lieth  by  the  west- 


brushy  Bwanip  un  the  southeast  side  of  said  way,  anil  so  to  the 
easterly  corner  of  Joseph  Waternmn's  laud,  and  so  from  said 
^Vaterman'3  land,  loading  by  the  land  of  Anthony  rinow,  to  the 
southeast  corner  of  said  Waterman's  land,  and  Irom  ibeuce 
straight  on  to  tbe  south  corner  of  Josiah  Snow's  held,  and  =o 
along  as  the  way  lieth  over  Josiah  Snow's  dam,  over  tbe  creek, 
along  into  the  way  near  the  stony  swamp,  and  so  along  near  to 
said  swamp  as  tbe  way  now  lieth  to  tbe  meeting-boasc,  and 
from  thence  as  the  way  now  lieth  to  the  ntill,  and  over  the  river 
below  tbe  mill. 

"  And  also  from  said  way  which  Icadcth  from  the  meeting- 
house into  the  neck  over  the  said  stony  swamp,  as  tliu  old  way 
was,  to  JUr.  Arnolds,  and  so  along  over  the  river  as  the  way 
now  lieth  to  Mr.  Isaac  Winslow's  gate. 

"  And  also  from  the  aforesaid  way,  near  to  Mr.  .Arnold's,  as 
the  way  now  lieth,  to  tbe  land  of  John  Dingloy  and  William 
Carver  and  the  land  that  was  late  NVilliam  Holmes',  and  so,  as 
tbe  old  way  lieth  by  the  held  of  Abraham  Holmes',  over  tbo 
brook,  and  so  turning  upward  through  tbe  old  lield  that  was 
formerly  John  Lewis',  and  as  (he  new  way  lieth  over  Partridge's 
brook,  and  so  along  to  the  way  leading  over  Green's  Harbor 
brook. 

'*  Also  on  the  thirtieth  of  June  aforesaid,  the  said  Jury  met 
together  and  laid  out  the  highways  on  tbo  north  side  of  the 
South  River  from  the  mill  ns  the  way  now  lieth  between  the 
lands  of  William  and  Michael  Ford  and  John  Walker,  and  so 
along  over  Puddle  Wharf,  and  so  as  the  way  now  liclli  toward 
ilobert  Barker's  until  it  meet  with  Duxbury  road. 

'*  And  also  from  the  said  way  as  tbe  way  Icadetb  toward  Wal- 
ter Joyce's,  and  in  the  new  way  which  said  Uogers  lately  made, 
and  so  over  the  Cove  Creek  by  his  bouse,  and  so  along  between 
French's  tenement  and  Ueury  Perry's  house  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  field  before  said  Perry's  door,  and  then  turning  suutli- 
ward  along  by  the  land  of  Thomas  King  and  John  Sylvester's 
lot,  and  so  till  it  meet  with  Scituate  way. 

"  And  also  from  said  way  at  tbe  upjter  end  of  tbe  aforesaid 
field  above  Perry's  northward  by  the  land  of  Bisbeo's  lut  till  it 
meet  with  Samuel  Tilden's  land,  and  so  turning  souibwurd  upon 
the  land  of  Thomas  King  till  it  comes  to  the  southeast  corner 
of  Samuel  Tilden's  land,  and  then  turning  northward  upon  llie 
!  land  of  said  Tildcn  by  the  side  of  .'said  King's  land  till  it  come 
near  the  meadow,  and  then  turning  upon  the  said  Kiiig'.^  laud 
till  it  come  to  the  gravelly  beach. 

*'  And  also  from  the  said  Cove  Creek  downward  as  tbe  old 
way  leadoth  by  tbe  house  of  Timothy  Uogers  and  up  tbe  bill  by 
his  barn,  and  so  us  the  way  now  lieth  near  to  Joseph  Uogei's 
fence,  and  so  on  through  the  land  of  Elisha  llisbec,  and  .Mr. 
Cashing,  leaving  the  old  way  northward  and  the  swam|i  on  tbo 
south  side,  to  a  blaek-uuk  tree  standing  in  the  range  between 
the   lond  of  Mr.  Cusbing  and   Justus  Eames,  and  so  turning 
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northwiird  dtruight  dowD  to  the  river  upon  thu  luod  of  said  I 
Cusliing  uod  Euiuc:!.  Aod  from  the  afore^uid  black  ouk  tree  I 
through  the  Eauic^  land,  &s  the  old  way  leadetb,  near  to  a  rook 
on  the  north  side  of  said  way,  Dear  the  outside  of  Justus  Eames, 
his  land,  and  so  straight  on  by  Stephen  Titden's  fence  through 
his  land,  and  so  on  as  the  old  way  lieth  through  the  land  uf 
Thomas  Macoiuber,  Juhu  Trouant,  and  Mary  Chitds,  and  along 
in  thu  old  way  through  the  land  of  Thomas  Tilden,  widening 
the  way  on  the  north  side  between  his  tield  and  his  pasture, 
and  so  on  through  the  land  of  Francis  Crocker  and  Ephraim 
Little,  as  the  way  now  lieth,  over  the  brook  between  the  houses 
and  barns  ot'  Lieut.  Isiuic  Little  and  John  Sowyor,  and  su  turn- 
ing eastward  by  said  Little's  land  along  by  his  fence,  as  the 
way  lieti),  through  the  land  of  AVilliam  Noreuit  and  Jeremiah 
Ijurrows,  leaving  said  Lurrows'  land  about  three  rods  north- 
ward, and  so  through  Samuel  Little's  hind  from  the  land  of 
said  Uiirrows,  by  the  edge  of  the  bill,  on  the  west  side  of  a 
white-oak  and  a  black-oak  tree  and  some  small  rocks,  and  so 
between  his  house  and  barn,  as  the  way  now  goeth,  to  the  land 
of  John  Barker,  and  so  turning  northward  and  eastward  on 
the  land  of  said  Barker,  near  the  range  of  said  Little's,  until 
it  come  to  the  beach,  and  then  turning  southward  along  the 
beach  till  it  comes  to  a  small  clitf,  and  so  ovor  the  cliS',  and  so 
along  the  beach  tu  a  place  called  Bank,  at  South  River. 

"  And  also  turning  northward  by  the  southeast  corner  of 
Samuel  Little's  meadow  fence  upon  the  beach  by  the  river  siile 
along  by  the  ferry  stakes  until  it  comes  to  the  meadow  of  William 
Noicutt. 

"  And  aUo  from  the  aforesaid  \vay  that  leadeth  from  Samuel 
Littlc'^  on  to  said  Barker's  lantl  southward  to  the  e;Lstvvard  of  a 
white-oak  tree,  and  so  along  to  the  eastward  of  the  swamp  by 
the  ditch,  and  so  along  between  the  house  and  barn  of  said 
Barker  on  through  the  land  of  Benjamin  Phillips  between  his 
house  aod  barn,  and  so  between  his  Helds  till  it  comes  to  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  and  then  leading  up  the  hill  as  the  old  way  now 
lieth  by  the  south  end  uf  John  Strowbridge's  Held  into  the  open 
way. 

''And  also  from  the  aforesaid  way  that  lieth  between  the 
barns  of  Lieut.  Little  and  John  Sawyer,  southward  as  the  old 
way  now  leadeth  through  to  the  lands  of  said  Sawyer  and  Sau»- 
uel  Little,  Joseph  Rose,  and  John  Strowbridgo  on  through  the 
rugged  plain  until  it  come  near  to  the  foot  of  the  great  hill 
near  John  Sherman,  and  then  turning  westward  from  the  old 
path  down  the  bill  in  a  valley,  and  so  turning  into  the  way 
again  through  a  corner  of  said  Sherman's  held  and  so  as  the 
way  now  leadeth  to  the  mill. 

*■  And  also  from  the  aforesaid  way  which  leadeth  from  Ben- 
jauiia  l^hillips,  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  said 
I'liillips'  tield  and  so  turning  southward  up  the  hill  by  his  field 
and  so  on  as  the  way  now  lieth  through  the  land  of  the  Sher- 
man's and  the  Doggetts',  and  Mr.  White's  down  the  hill  as  the 
way  hath  been  lately  dug,  and  so  on  the  old  way  through  tho 
land  of  Ensign  Ford,  .\nthony  Eames,  and  Samuel  Sprague, 
and  so  over  the  brook  as  the  way  now  leadeth  between  the  house 
and  shop  of  John  Foster,  and  so  through  the  land  uf  Arthur 
llowlund  as  the  way  now  lieth  until  it  come  to  John  Walker's 
land,  and  then  upon  the  range  between  said  Rowland's  and 
Walker's  laud  northwestward  into  the  other  way. 

"And  also  a  way  from  the  way  by  Arthur  ilowland's  bouse 
ovor  the  South  llivcr  into  tho  other  way  by  Xathan  William- 
son's barn  as  the  old  way  now  lieth  fiom  road  to  road. 

"  These  aro  all  the  ways  that  are  established  in  this  town  at 
present." 

Tliis  laying  out  was  fluly  signed  and   reported  to 
tiie  town,  and  is  not  only  important  as  removing  any 
73 


uncertainty  that  may  exist  as  to  what  are  old-estab- 
lished highways,  but  exceedingly  interesting  and  val- 
uable as  locating  the  estates  of  a  large  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  Few  towns,  if  any,  pos- 
sess so  authentic  a  record  in  a  concise  and  intelligible 
form  of  their  early  landmarks.  Its  extreme  impor- 
tance must  justify  the  writer  in  its  introduction  into 
this  sketch. 


CHAPTER    II. 


Ddrinq  the  remainder  of  the  first  century  after  its 
incorporation,  indeed  up  to  1765,  the  history  of 
Marshfield  was  uneventful  and  monotonous,  few  acts 
occurring  in  its  municipal  life,  except  a  fruitless  at- 
tempt, in  1730,  to  set  off  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
together  with  the  Two  Miles,  into  a  separate  town- 
ship, worthy  of  record  in  this  narrative.  During 
that  time  the  town  was  chiefly  distinguished  for  the 
men  of  character  and  influence  within  its  borders, 
whose  services  were  valuable  at  first  to  the  colony, 
afterwards  to  the  county  of  Plymouth,  and  still  later, 
to  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  first  of 
these  in  both  time  and  diatioction  was  Jusiah  Wins- 
low,  the  son  of  Governor  Edward  Winslow,  and  bora 
in  Plymouth  in  1628.  He  went  with  his  father  to 
Marshfield  and  there,  either  in  schools  or  under  the 
care  of  his  father,  received  that  instruction  which 
made  him  u  man  of  superior  attainments  and  culture. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-nine  he  was  chosen  assistant  to 
the  Governor,  in  1G59  the  major  or  chief  military 
commander  of  the  colony,  and  he  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  confederated  colo- 
nies. During  King  Philip's  war  he  commanded  the 
united  forces  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  Connecticut,  and 
New  Haven  Colonies,  and  commanded  the  entire  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  those  in  whose  service  he 
was  engaged.  In  1 673  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  colony,  and  continued  in  that  ofiiee  until  his 
death,  in  1680.  As  chief  executive  ho  was  as  broad 
and  liberal  as  his  predecessor,  Thomas  Preiiee,  had 
been  narrow  and  bigoted,  and  one  of  the  first  acts  of 
his  administration  was  to  rescue  James  Cudworth 
and  Isaac  Robinson,  of  Scituate,  from  the  disgrace  to 
which  Governor  Prence  had  subjected  them  on  account 
of  expressed  sympathy  with  the  persecuted  Quakers 
of  the  period.  He  married,  in  1G51,  Penelope, 
daughter  of  Herbert  Pelham,  of  England.  Mr.  Pel- 
ham,  born  in  1601,  graduated  at  Oxford  in  1619, 
and  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1638,  having  been  pre- 
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ulJl'J  by  his  daughter,  Penelope,  and  a  son.  The 
rccoid.i  ot'  the  rolls  court,  in  We.stminster,  conceru- 
in^:  pa^seuLiers  to  New  Kni;laiid,  eoiitain  the  entry 
under  date  of  Jlay  15,  1U,j5, — "In  the  'Susan  & 
Ellen'.  Edward  Payn,  niasicr,  Penelope  Pelhaui,  six- 
teen years  ot  age,  to  ptiss  to  her  brother's  plantation." 
JMr.  Pelhaiu  was  tlie  first  treasurer  of  Harvard  Col- 
leL'i'.  and  returned  to  England  iu  1041),  carryiug 
with  hiui  probably  his  daughter,  with  wiioui  JMr. 
Wiiisluw  very  likely  beeaiue  aeijuainted  during  her 
re.-ideuee  in  tiiis  country.  The  writer  has  seen  a 
letter  from  John  Eliot  to  Governor  Edward  Winslow 
dated  in  1G51,  the  year  of  Joaiah  Wiiulow's  mar- 
riage, in  which  he  lueutions  having  seen  his  son, 
Jo.^iah,  in  London  not  long  before.  It  is  probable 
that  the  luarriage  took  place  iu  England.  A  portrait 
of  Edward  Winslow,  painted  in  London,  bearing  the 
date  of  IGol,  is  in  tiie  possession  of  the  Pilgrim 
Society,  and  as  the  society  owns  also  original  portraits 
of  Josiah  \V'iuslow  and  his  wife,  Penelope,  it  is  prob- 
able that  all  these  were  painted  at  tiie  same  time. 
Josiah  Winslow  died  at  Marshfield  Dec.  18,  1080, 
and  was  buried  on  the  23d,  "  at  the  expense  of  the 
colony,  in  testimony  of  its  endeared  love  and  affec- 
tion for  him."  He  was  buried  in  the  old  burial- 
grouud  at  MarshQeld,  and  the  stone  over  lils  tomb 
bears  the  following  inscription  : 

"TiiK  lloNBl.t:.  Josiah  Winslow,  tjuvit.  or  New  Plvmoctii. 

Dykd  Dkckmukii  yk  ISth.  1G8U,  .Krixis  52. 
PknkloI'E  Yk  Widow  ok  Govh.  Wi.vslow,  Dyed  Uecemueu 

YE  y,   1703,  -KtATI!!  7u." 

Samuel  Sprague  was  another  prominent  man. 
From  1082  to  1085,  and  iu  1700,  1701,  1703,  and 
1704  he  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court;  in  1077, 
lOSl,  16SG,  1087,  1088,  1094,  1095,  from  1097  to 
1700,  and  from  1709  to  1710  he  was  a  selectman  of 
Jlarshtield,  and  was  the  last  secretary  of  Plymouth 
(!oluny  before  the  union,  iu  1092.  JMr.  Sprague  was  a 
son  of  William  Sprague,  who  came  to  Salem  in  1029, 
and  became  a  citizen  of  JIarslifield  about  1050.  He 
married,  in  1005  or  1000,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cliillingsworth,  and  died  in  1710. 

Nathaniel  Thomas  was  another  citizen  of  Marsli- 
fielJ  who  rose  to  eminence  and  extended  usefulness. 
He  was  a  grandson  of  William  Thomas,  the  emigrant 
ancestor,  and  was  called  into  public  service  at  an  early 
age  In  1072,  1077,  1082,  1083,  1084,  and  1090 
lie  was  chosen  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  of  the 
colony,  and  in  1092  was  one  of  the  first  representatives 
to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts.  He  held  the 
office  of  town  clerk  from  1084  to  1700,  and  was  a 
selectman  in  1674,  1075,  1(;77,  1082,  1083,  and 
1080.      He  Was  for  many  years  judge  of  probate  for 


Plymouth  County,  and  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Massachu.setts  Bay.  He  died  iu  JlarshfieM,  and, 
with  his  first  and  second  wives,  was  buried  in  the  old 
burial-ground.  Their  grave-stones  bear  the  following 
inscriptions: 

"  HeIIE    lies    ISTEIIIIKri 

YE    BODY    OF    VE 
UO.^OKAULE    NaTIIAMEL 

Thomas  Esq'  wim 

DEC^  Oct.  ye  12,  171S, 

IN   ve  76'''  year 

OP  HIS  aoe." 

'*  Deuouaii 

ye  wife  ok 

Nathaniel  Thoiiam 

Esq  DecIJu.ne  ye  K"* 

1696 

In  ye  53''  YEA  It 

of  hkr  age." 

"  Here  lyes  ye  uody 
OF  Mils  Eliz""  Thomas 

WIFE    OF 

Nathaniel  Tno:iiA3 

FoHSIEULY    wife    TO 

Cai-'  W"  Condy  DecJ 

1713    IN    YE    61" 
YEAH    OF    HER    ACE." 

Isaac  Winslow  was  still  another  gentleman  who 
distinguished  this  period.  Grandson  of  Governor  Ed- 
ward Winslow,  and  son  of  Governor  Josiah,  he  was 
born  in  Marshfield  in  1070  and  educated  iu  that  town. 
In  1695  and  1702  he  was  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court;  was  town  clerk  Iroui  1700  to  his  death 
(1738),  and  selectman  in  1091,  1093,  1094,  from  1090 
to  1709,  from  1712  to  1718,  in  1720,  1721,  from 
1723  to  1720,  and  from  1728  to  1731, — twenty-four 
years  in  all.  He  was  also  judge  of  probate  and  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  died  in  1738.  He 
married,  in  1700,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Weuslcy, 
of  Boston.  He  was  buried  iu  the  old  burial  ground, 
where  may  be  seen  the  following  inscription  on  his 
tombstone : 

•'The  Hon'''''  Isaac  Winslow  Esq''  dec'J  Delemheu 
VE   14,  1738,  -EiATis  67." 

In  the  list  of  distingui.shed  men  of  this  period. 
Gen.  John  Winslow  must  nut  be  overlooked.  lie 
was  the  son  of  Isaac  Winslow,  above  mentiuned,  and 
was  born  in  Marshfield  in  1702.  In  1739,  '52,  '53, 
'54,  '57,  '01,  '02,  '03,  '04,  '05,  he  was  a  dejiuty  to 
the  Geueral  Court,  acted  as  moderator  at  ten  annual 
meetings,  was  town  clerk  in  1738  and  1739.  He  was 
a  selectman  in  1739,  '53,  '54,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Among 
his  other  manifold  duties  he  devoted  himself  with 
zeal  to  military  pursuits,  and  has  been  declared  by 
competent   authority  to  have  been   the    most   distiu- 
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guishcd  military  leader  of  iiis  tituc  in  New  Enfjiand, 
with  perhaps  the  exception  of  Sir  William  Ptppiiell. 
In  1740  he  comiuauded  a  company  in  au  expedition 
ajraitLst  Cuba,  and  in  1755  was  second  in  cumiuand, 
under  Gen.  3Ionckton,  in  the  expedition  again.it  Nova 
Scotia.  In  1756  he  commanded  at  Fort  William 
Henry  on  Lake  George,  and  was  at  various  times  u 
coun.-ielor  of  the  Wassachusetts  Province.  He  mar- 
ried in  172G,  Mary,  daughter  of  Isaac  Little,  of  Pem- 
broke, and  had  Josiuh  (1730),  who  died  youug ;  Pel- 
liam  Wiuslow,  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  who  married 
Joanna,  daughter  of  Gideon  White;  and  Isaac 
(17o0),  who  became  a  distinguished  physician  in  his 
native  place,  and  married  fii-st,  in  17G8,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Stockbridge,  of  Scituate,  aud 
second,  Frances,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Giiy,  of  Hing- 
ham.  Both  John  Wiuslow  aud  his  son,  Isaac,  were 
buried  in  the  old  burial-ground,  and  the  Winslow 
tombstone  bears  the  following  inscription  to  their 
memory  : 

"Ho.N.  Joii.v  AViNSLOW,  Esy'. 

DIED    Ai-IIIL    17,    177-1,    .ET.    72. 

"Isaac  Winslow,  M.D. 
DIED  Oct'  21,    ISl'J,   AliKD   80." 

In  1765  the  citizens  of  Marshfield  shared  the  ex- 
citement, which  prevailed  iu  the  colonies  on  account 
of  the  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act.  At  a  town  meet- 
ing, held  ou  the  14th  of  October  in  that  year,  the  act 
was  read,  together  with  the  Governor's  speech  to  the 
General  Court,  and  a  committee  was  chosen,  consist- 
ing of  Abijah  White,  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  John 
Little,  Daniel  White,  and  Nehemiah  Thomas,  to  re- 
port instructions  to  Gen.  John  Winslow,  then  the 
representative  to  the  General  Court.  The  following 
report  of  the  committee  was  made  and  accepted : 

"The  coiumittee  of  the  town  of  MarahGeld,  uppuiDted  to 
give  instruetiona  to  their  representalive,  John  Winslow,  Eaq., 
what  uietboil  he  should  take  in  order  to  have  ao  grievous  a 
caluiaity  removed  as  threatens  this  and  the  neighboring  gov- 
erunienu  by  the  stamp  act,  and  other  things  and  matters  now 
pending  before  the  General  Court;  having  taken  upon  them 
that  ti  ust  in  behalf  of  the  town,  are  of  opinion  that  should 
that  act  take  effect  it  would  prove  the  great  distress,  if  nut  the 
utter  ruin  of  this  province,  and  do  therefore  advise  and  direct 
our  reprcscntutive  to  use  all  proper  metliods,  in  every  legal 
manner,  to  get  the  stamp  act  repealed,  and  look  upon  them- 
selves iui  holden  and  bound  to  abide  by  suoh  deteruiinatioa  us 
the  Grand  Couimittee  now  sitting  at  New  York  should  con- 
clude, or  unless  something  extraordinary  should  be  in  that  re- 
port which  they  cannot  foresee,  in  such  case  our  Representa- 
tive tu  use  his  own  discretion.  And  further,  the  Committou 
are  of  opinion  that  as  the  circumstances  of  the  province  are  at 
this  juncture  in  a  difficult  situation,  and  the  people  distressed 
in  the  payment  of  their  present  taxes  that  our  said  Ueprcsen- 
tntive  be  de^i^ed  and  directed  lo  be  very  careful  in  making  any 
new  or  unusual  grants  of  money,  and  to  be  as  saving  of  (he 
public  revenues,  and  of  taxing  the  inhabitants  of  the  provincei 


as  things  will  admit  of.  And  also  wo  desire  the  sjiid  John 
Winslow,  Krq.,  to  show  his  disapproval  of  the  late  riotous  pro- 
eeelliu^s  in  the  Town  of  IJostou,  in  the  month  of  September 
last." 

While  this  report  was  sufiBciently  emphatic  against 
the  Stamp  Act,  it  suggests  a  suspicion  of  that  spirit, 
which  afterwards  prevailed,  in  oppo.-^ition  to  what  was 
called  the  patriot  cause.  No  further  action  wa.s  had 
j  in  town-meeting  on  colonial  affairs  until  July  5, 
j  1773,  when  it  was  '■  voted  that  letters  and  pamphlets 
received  from  Boston  be  read,  and  a  coinmitti^e  was 
chosen,  consisting  of  Samuel  Oakniau,  Anthony 
Thomas,  Thomas  Waterman,  Nclieuiiuh  Tlionia-i, 
Elisha  Kent,  William  Thomas,  Ephraiiu  Little,  Amos 
Rogers,  and  John  Tildeu,  to  consider  what  sliould  be 


done  in  the  alarming  crisis  of  public  adairs  which 
then  existed."  At  this  meeting  the  patriuts  evi- 
dently carried  the  day,  but  at  a  new  meeting  the 
loyalists,  who  were  perhaps  at  that  time  the  most 
numerous,  rallied,  and  the  vote  of  July  5th  was  re- 
considered, and  the  committee  conaL'f|ui>ntly  dis- 
charged. One  of  these  pamphlets,  whicii  the  writer 
has  examined,  bears  the  following  on  its  title-patre: 
"  The  American  Alarm ;  or  the  Bostonian  Plea  for  the 
Rights  atid  Liberties  of  the  People,  humbly  addressed 
to  the  King  and  Council,  and  to  the  consecrated  Sons 
of  Liberty  in  America  by  the  British  Bo.-.tuiiian. 
Boston.  Printed  and  sold  by  D.  Kneeland  & 
N.  Davis,  in  Queen  Street,  MDCCLXXIII."  The 
vote  relating  to  the  appointtneut  of  a  committee 
having  been  reconsidered,  no  report  was  made.  A 
report,  however,  was  prepared,  and  has  been  pre- 
.servcd  in  private  hands.  The  writer  has  it  in  his 
care,  and  thinks  it  proper  to  make  it  a  part  lA'  this 
sketch  : 

"  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  late  unhappy 
changes  in  this  government  with  the  utmost  urgency  el;iiui  our 
attention  and  the  attention  of  every  well-wisher  to  his  cnuntry 'a 
prosperity.  Silence  we  humbly  conceive,  when  inroads  are 
made  on  our  rights  and  privileges,  is  a  tacit  resignation  of  the 
same,  and  thus  our  criminal  negligence  at  the  hrst  lopping  olf 
our  privileges  may  render  every  future  attempt  tonbtalu  restitu- 
tion futile  and  iuetfectual,  fur  that  people  are  rationally  IliougliC 
tu  be  an  easy  prey  that  does  not  manfully  re^^cnt  the  lirst  in- 
fringement on  their  rights  and  privileges,  while  a  zealous  people 
are  rarely  slaves.  It  would  give  us  pain  to  see  the  people  easy  at 
this  alarming  time,  when  the  eneuiies  tu  our  natural  and  consti- 
tutional liberties  are  so  successfully  busy  to  bring  ihis  laml  into 
slavery,  a  land  that  was  settled  at  the  expense  of  much  treasure 
and  blood  by  a  poor  and  well-disposed  people,  our  woi  thy  ances- 
tor.-*, more  seusible  of  the  sweets  of  liberty  under  (ho  hauil  ol  op- 
pression. They,  not  like  rebels  to  escape  bunging,  but  by  royal 
permission,  sought  out  a  foreign  retreat  in  the  face  of  iinniinent 
danger  in  order  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  sacred  and  civil  IVee- 
diim.  In  this  land  they  pitched  their  tents,  then  inli;ibited  by 
merciless  Indians,  of  whom  they  bought  it;  but,  notvvith.-tand- 
ing,  to  have  their  little  safe,  it  was  stipulated  unto  ihcm  and 
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their  lieirs  by  the  superior  powers,  from  under  whose  iiutDcdiLite 
govermuent  they  emigrated,  ;ind  by  that  mutual,  solemn  com- 
pact it  plainly  appears  that  they  were  to  enjoy  all  the  liberlie!) 
and  immunitie:!  without  re^ierve  a^  Britons  born  within  the 
realm  of  Kugland.  But  alas,  the  contr.iry  is  tuo  notorious  to  be 
denied;  our  rights  and  privileges  are  infringed  upon,  and  these 
material  alterations  in  the  best  of  constitutions  prumote  not  the 
good  of  thia  people,  but  tend  to  deprive  them  of  that  peace  and 
impartial  administration  of  justice  for  which  this  province  ha;- 
been  so  conspicuous  A  state  of  our  rights  both  natural  and 
<:onstitutional,  and  wherein  the  same  are  violated,  you  liavo 
heard  rend  from  the  Boston  pamphlet,  so  called,  which  is  justly 
thought  to  hold  forth  the  truth  lu  a  clear  and  mnstcrly 
m;inucr,  and  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  liostun 
for  this  manly  performance  merit  our  gratitude,  and  the 
province  in  general,  by  their  late  instances  of  genuine  patriot- 
ism, have  rtiiideied  thoiuaolvcs  dear  to  every  lover  of  his  coun- 
try and  mankind  in  general.  It  is  our  opinion  that  theii'  many 
grievous  burdL-ns  wtiuld  never  have  been  laid  upon  us  if  His 
Majesty  hail  not  been  misinformed.  In  duty,  therefore,  to  our- 
Eitilves,  and  as  staunch  friends  to  Great  Brit^iin  and  this  noble 
constitution,  wu  would  join  with  the  towns  in  this  province  in 
otl'ering  our  sentiments  at  this  time,  fur  we  doubt  not  if  ilis 
Miijf^ty  is  undeceived  in  (his  so  important  :iflair,  the  easiness 
of  the  people  in  general  under  these  late  impositions,  that  liis 
gracious  ear  is  not  shut,  but  will  be  attentive  to  the  united  jic- 
titions  of  a  grateful  and  loyal  people,  and  restitution  of  their 
rights  and  privileges  will  be  made  which  are  unjustly  wrested 
froui  us.  Our  warm  alfcction  for  Great  Britain,  our  willingness 
to  promote  its  emolument,  and  by  our  prudence  and  industry 
greatly  extending  His  Mujesty's  dominion,  made  us  fondly 
hope  that  wc  should  be  treated  its  grateful,  obedient  subjects, 
and  not  ils  rebels  by  infectious  troops  in  time  of  pciice.  Nev- 
ertheles3,  wo  are  ready  to  fight  for  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
our  rightful  sovereign,  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  risk  our 
lives  when  justly  called  in  defence  of  our  happy  constitution: 
wc  report  further,  that  the  clerk  sign  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  day  in  behalf  of  the  town,  and  transmit  the  same  as  soon 
as  may  be  to  the  respectable  committee  of  corresjjondeuce  at  Bos- 
ton, th'it  they  iind  the  world  may  know  that  we  are  not  insen- 
sible of  our  increiiaing  buriien.>,  but  that  we  are  willing  to  take 
all  legal  ateps  in  union  with  other  towns  to  obtain  a  redress  of 
our  gi  ievances." 

At  a  towii-uieetioj;  held  oa  the  3d  of  Jiiuuary, 
1774,  a  commibtee,  consisting  of  Isaac  Wiuylow, 
Nathauici  Ray  Thomas,  Eiisha  Ford,  Soth  Bryaut, 
William  Stevcijs,  John  Barker,  and  Ephraim  Little, 
was  chosen  to  consider  the  scate  of  puhlic  atfairs,  and 
report  what  course  sliould  be  taken  by  the  town.  Tlie 
committee  reported  as  follows; 

*•  The  town  taking  into  consideration  the  late  tumultuous,  and, 
as  we  think,  ilk-gal  [irocecdings  in  the  town  of  Boston,  in  the 
detention  and  dcat ruction  of  the  teas  belonging  to  the  Eust  India 
Company,  which,  we  a[)prelienil,  will  aHcL-t  our  property,  if  not 
our  liberties,  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  show  our  disap- 
probation of  BucU  nteasures  and  proceedings,  therefore,  voted 
and  resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  the  town,  That  this  Town  ever 
liavc  been  and  always  will  be  good  and  loyal  subjects  to  our 
sovereign  lord,  Iviiig  George  the  thinl,  nnd  will  obey,  observe,  and 
enforce  as  such  good  anil  wliulesoutv  law^  us  ureorf!<hall  be  con- 
Btilutionally  made  by  the  legishiture  or  the  commonwealth  of 
wliicii  we  are  members,  and  by  all  legal  ways  and  means,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  powers  and  abilities,  will  protect,  defend,  and  pre- 


serve our  liberties  and  privileges  againot  the  machinations  of 
foreign  or  domestic  enemies. 

**Jit:nvlvtUy  That  the  late  measures  and  proceedings  in  the  Town 
of  Boston,  in  the  detention  and  destruction  of  the  teas  belong- 
ing to  the  East  India  Company,  were  illegal  and  unjust,  and  of 
a  dangerous  tendency. 

"  JUaolvedf  That  Abijah  White,  the  present  representative  of 

this  town,  be,  and  hereby  is,  instructed  and  directed  to  use  his 

utmost  endeavor  that  the  perpetrators  of  this  mischief  umy  be 

I   detected  and   brought  to  justice,  and  as  the  country  has  been 

heretofore  drawn  in  to  pay  their  proportionable  part  of  the  ex- 

I    peuse  which  accrued  from  the  riotous  and   unruly  proceedings 

I   and  conduct  of  certain   individuals   in    the  town  of  Boston,  it 

application  should  be  made  to   the  General  Court  by  the   East 

India  Company,  or  any  other  person  for  a  consideration  for  the 

los.H  of  said  teas,  you  are  by  no  means   to  acquiesce,  but  bear 

your  testimony   against  any  measures   by  which  expense  may 

accrue  to  the  province  in  general  or  the  town  of  ^larshlield  in 

particular,  and  those  people  only  who  were  active  aiding  and 

assisting  or  conniving  at  thu  destruction  of  said  teas  jiay  for  the 

same. 

**  Jitnuived,  That  our  representative  be,  and  hcrel^y  ist  furilier 
directed  and  instructed  lo  use  hia  utmost  endeavors  at  the  Geu- 
eral  Court  that  llie  laws  of  the  province  be  carrieil  into  due 
execution,  and  that  all  olfenders  ag^iinst  the  same  may  ijc  )>rop- 
crly  punished. 

*'  And  we  do  further  deelai'O  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  grand 
basis  of  Magna  Charta  and  reformation  is  liberty  of  conscience 
and  right  of  private  judgment,  wherefore  we  do  renounce  ail 
methods  of  imposition,  violence,  and  persecution,  such  us  have 
most  ahamefully  been  exercised  upon  a  numbor  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Plymouth  by  obliging  them  to  sign  a  recanta- 
tion, so  called,  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  have  their  houses  pulled 
down  or  they  tarred  and  feathered,  and  all  this  under  the  -spe- 
cious mask  of  liberty." 

The  above  report  was  adopted  by  the  tuwu  aod  a 
copy  sent  to  Abijuh  White,  the  representative,  aud 
also  to  the  newspapers  for  publication.  In  '*  .McFiu- 
gal,'*  Mr.  White,  in  conseiiuence  of  his  publication  of 
the  resolves  iu  Boston,  is  thus  described  : 

"Abijah  White,  when  sent 
Our  Marshlield  friends  to  represent. 
Himself  while  dread  array  involves. 
Commissions,  pistols,  swords,  resolves, 
In  awful  pomp  descending  down, 
Boro  terror  on  the  factious  town.  " 

At  a  town-meeting  held   on   the  Stli  of   OctobLT, 

1774,  the  patriota  seem  again  to  have  rallied,  and  a 
vote  was  passed  that  Nchemiali  Thomas  bo  apjtointcd 
to  co-operate  with  the  reprcsentaEivcs  ami  oihcr.^ 
cliosen  in  the  several  towns  tu  meet  at  Concord  un  the 
second  Tuesday  in  that  month,  iu  order  to  form  a 
Provincial  Congress.  But  in  January,  1775,  Capt. 
Balfour,  with  his  company  of  Queen's  Guards,  to 
which  reference  has  already  been  made,  arrived  in 
Murshticld  for  the  protection  of  the  loyalists,  and, 
emboldened  by  his  presence,  anotlier  rally  was  made 
by  the  conservatives,  and  at  a  meeting  held    Feb.  2U, 

1775,  it  was  "  voted  not  to  adhere  to  or  be  bound  by 
the   resolves  and   recommendations   of   the    Concord 
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Provincial  Congress  or  any  illegal  assemblages  what-  | 
ever."  It  was  also  "  voted  to  thank  Gen.  Gage  and 
Admiral  Graves  for  their  ready  and  kind  interposi- 
tion, assistance,  and  protection  from  further  insults 
and  abuses,  with  which  we  are  continually  threatened, 
and  that  a  committee,  consisting  of  Abijah  White, 
John  Baker,  Seth  Bryant,  Daniel  White,  Paul  White, 
Siiiicon  Keen,  William  Macomber,  Isaac  Winslow, 
Epliruim  Little,  John  Tilden,  Nathaniel  Phillips, 
Thomas  Little,  Cornelius  White,  Lemuel  Little, 
Abner  Wright,  William  Stevens,  Elisha  Ford,  Amos 
Rogers,  Seth  Ewell,  Elisha  Sherman,  Abraham 
Walker,  Abijah  Thomas,  and  Job  Winslow,  convey 
the  vote  of  thanks."  Gen.  Gage  replied  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

*'  Tit  the  Uf/ul  iuhitl/itaiitt  of  the  town  of  Marah field. 

"Gk.vtlkuk.v, — I  return  you  my  moat  hearty  tbanka  for  your 
aii(lres:f,  and  am  Co  assure  you  that  I  fee]  great  satisfaction  in 
having  contributed  to  the  fufety  and  protection  of  a  people  ao 
uiirmeut  for  their  loyalty  to  their  king  and  atfectioQ  to  their 
country,  ut  a  time  when  trca^son  and  rebellion  are  making  such 
huaty  strides  to  overturn  our  most  excellent  constitution,  and 
spread  ruin  and  desolation  through  the  province. 

••  I  doubt  not  that  your  duty  to  your  God,  your  king,  and 
country,  will  excite  you  to  peraevere  in  the  glorious  cau&e  iu 
which  you  are  engaged,  and  that  your  laudable  e:caiuplc  will 
.inimate  others  with  the  like  loyal  and  patriotic  spirit. 

"Tiio.  Oage." 

Admiral  Graves  also  replied  in  the  following  letter : 

**  Ti*  the  iiihuhltaiita  of  the  town  of  Miirahfield. 

••  Gkntlksikn, — The  warmth  with  which  you  declare  your 
j.rinoiplea  of  loyalty  to  your  sovereign  and  hia  constitutional 
government  cannot  fail  of  being  grateful  to  the  mind  of  every 
lover  of  his  country  ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  the  uni- 
form propriety  of  your  conduct  will  extend  iU  intlucnce  to  the 
reuioval  of  thoao  groundless  jealousies  which  have  unhappily 
marked  the  alVections  of  too  many  of  your  countrymen  from  ihu 
parent  state,  and  which  are  now  tending  to  raise  violent  com- 
motions and  involve  in  ruin  and  destruction  their  unfortunato 
pio\ incc. 

"  The  approbation  you  are  pleased  to  express  of  Hia  Majesty's 
a|ipi>intmcnt  at  this  critical  juncture  to  the  cumuiund  of  his 
American  licet  is  llattcriug;  and  you  may  he  assured  that  my 
cuuiitciiancc  and  supjiort  shall  never  be  wanting  to  protect  the 
friends  of  liritish  government,  and  reduce  to  order  and  submis- 
.-ioii  those  who  would  endeavor  to  destroy  that  peace  and  har- 
mony which  is  the  end  of  good  legislation  to  produce. 

"Sam'l  Okavks." 

After  the  battle  of  Lexington,  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1775,  Gen.  Gage  determined  to  withdraw  the  troops 
under  Capt.  Balfour,  and  on  the  20th  sent  two  sloops 
to  transport  them  to  Boston.  On  the  afternoon  of 
thacilay  they  embarked  at  Brant  Rock,  barely  in  time 
to  escape  a  patriot  force  which  had  marched  that  very 
morning  to  attack  ihera.  Col.  Theophilua  Cotton, 
with  a  Plymouth  company  of  militia,  under  Capt. 
Thomas  Mayhen,  a   Kingston  company,  under  Capt. 


Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  a  Duxbury  company,  under 
George  Partridge,  reached  Marsh  field  at  noon,  with 
about  five  hundred  men  iu  his  command,  and  was  re- 
inforced in  the  afternoon  by  a  company  from  Roches- 
ter, under  Capt.  Ciapp,  and  three  coinpaiiii,-s  from 
Plympton.  Pending  preparations  for  an  attack,  Capt. 
Balfour  embarked,  and  thus  MarshfielJ  lost  the  honor 
of  furnishing  the  second  battle-field  of  the  war. 

At,  a  meeting  held  Jan.  19,  1770,  the  patriotic 
spirit  of  the  town  was  again  aroused,  and  it  was 
voted  to  send  the  following  instructions,  probably 
written  by  Mclzar  Turner  Oakman,  to  Nchciuiah 
Thoma.s,  then  representative  at  the  General  Court : 

"  Your  constitueots,  not  doubting  of  your  patriotism,  now 
in  legal  meeting  assembled,  think  it  necessary  to  iustruct  you 
touching  the  Independence  of  America. 

'*  To  the  amazement  of  your  constituents,  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  is  become  a  tyrant.  He  has  wantonly  destroyed  the 
property  of  the  Americans,  and  wickedly  spilled  their  blood.  He 
has  assented  to  u£ts  of  Parliament  calculated  to  subjugate  tho 
colonies  unparalleled  by  the  worst  of  tyrants.  Our  pctiliuns  he 
bos  rejected,  and  instead  of  peace  he  has  sent  the  sword.  Every 
barbarous  nation  which  he  could  inlluence  he  has  courted  for 
the  destruction  of  the  colonies.  No  rela.\ntion  of  hostilities, 
nor  distant  prospect  of  an  honorable  reconciliation,  renders  this 
glorious  revolution  wise  and  important.  Once  we  would  have 
expended  life  and  fortune  in  defense  of  his  crown  and  dignity, 
but  now  we  are  alienated,  and  conscience  forbids  us  to  support 
a  tyrant,  whose  tyranny  is  without  retinement.  Alliance  with 
him  is  now  treason  to  our  country,  but  we  wait  ])aticntly  till 
Congress,  in  whose  counsel  we  coulide,  shall  declare  the  colonies 
independent  of  Great  Britain.  The  inhabitants  of  this  town, 
therefore,  unanimously  instruct  and  direct  you  that,  if  tho  Con- 
tinental Congress  shall  think  it  necessary  for  the  safety  of  tho 
United  Colonies  to  declare  them  independent  of  Great  Britain, 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town  with  their  lives  aud  fortunes  will 
most  heartily  support  them  iu  the  measure." 

The  voices  of  the  loyalists  seem  now  to  have  been 
silenced,  and  at  the  same  meeting  a  committee  of 
correspondence  was  chosen,  consisting  of  Anthony 
Thomas,  Nehemiah  Thomas,  Thomas  Dinglcy,  Ben- 
jamin White,  Elisha  Kent,  William  Baker,  Nathaniel 
Ford,  Samuel  Oakman,  Samuel  Tilden,  Joseph  Clifc, 
Lemuel  Delano,  Melzar  Turner  Oakman,  Thomas 
Waterman,  Isaac  Phillips,  Peleg  Rogers,  William 
Thomas,  Daniel  Lewis,  William  Clift,  Keiielm  Win- 
slow,  Israel  Rogers,  and  John  Oakman.  At  a  uicec- 
ing  held  March  6,  1777,  it  was  voted  to  pay  a  bounty 
of  ten  pounds  to  each  soldier  enlisting  for  throe  years, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  act  in  tilling  the 
town  quotas.  In  June,  1777,  the  selectmen  reported 
the  names  of  the  following  persons  suspected  of  dis- 
loyalty to  the  Revolutionary  cause :  Rev.  Atherton 
Wales,  Elisha  Ford,  John  Tilden,  Stephen  Tilden, 
Ephraim  Little,  Adam  Rogers,  Levi  Ford,  Benjamin 
Eames,  Jr.,  John  Hatch,  Caleb  Carver,  Daniel  White, 
Abraham   Walker,   Noah    Hatch,    Cornelius   Wliite, 
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John  Baker,  Joseph  Tilden,  Sylviinus  Wliite,  Elisha 
Slieniian,  Thomiis  Eiiiues,  Jorcniiah  Hatch,  Jr.,  Asa 
Thouias,  Thomas  Little,  Zophaiiiah  Decrow,  Joshua 
Tilden,  Joseph  Bryant,  Jedediali  Eaines,  Adam  Hall, 
Jr.,  Isaac  Walker,  Siiueou  Keen,  Oliver  Porter, 
Charli's  Porter,  Samuel  Ford,  Jr.,  William  White, 
Calvin  Lewis,  Daniel  Thomas,  Elijah  Ford,  and  John 
Tilden,  Jr.  Of  these,  all  were  finally  struck  from  the 
list  on  llieir  denial  of  disloyalty  except  Adam  Roirers, 
Benjuniin  Eamos,  Jr.,  John  Hatch,  Cornelius  White, 
Jeremiah  Hatch,  Jr.,  Samuel  Ford,  Jr.,  William 
Wliite,  and  Calvin  Lewis. 

March  25,  1778,  the  town  instructed  its  represen- 
tative •'  to  act  at  his  jud-jment  with  regard  to  the 
articles  of  confederation."  May  25th  iu  the  same 
year  the  Constitution  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
was  read  in  meeting  and  disapproved  by  a  vote  of 
forty-one  to  ten.  Aug.  23,  1779,  it  was  voted  to 
send  Thomas  Waterman  a  delegate  to  Cambridge  to 
aid  in  forming  a  Convention  for  the  Adoption  of  a 
State  Constitution,  and  Asa  Waterman  and  Daniel 
Lewis  were  chosen  delegates  to  a  county  convention, 
to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Caleb  Loring,  in  Plympton, 
to  regulate  the  prices  of  articles  in  evcry-day  use,  and 
the  closing  entry  in  the  records  during  the  war  of  any 
interest  is  that  of  the  ciioice  of  another  committee  of 
correspoiideuce  in  1782,  consisting  of  Briggs  Thomas, 
Thomas  Little,  Daniel  Lewis,  Thomas  Ford,  Abner 
Wright,  and  Jedediah  Eames. 

The  rolls  of  soldiers  who  enlisted  from  Marshfield 
during  the  llevolution  are  probably  incomplete,  but 
those  in  the  archives  of  the  State  and  in  tlie  posses- 
sion of  the  writer,  such  as  they  are,  contain  the  fol- 
lowing names. 

Members  of  the  company  of  Joseph  Clift,  of 
Marshlield,  who  enlisted  for  six  mouths  in  1775  : 

Juseph  Clift,  cuj>t.,  JuDiitlian  Hutcb,  ^er^t.,  Niitliiiiiiol  Ro;5erd, 
Job  Mitchell,  Anthuny  T.  l[ut(;li,  i;c>r|i.,  .Siiinuel  TiliU'n, 
Abiiur  Crocker,  (Jlt^jIiuiu  Ewcll,  Ju^x'|>)l  Hatch,  A^a  Lap- 
bafu,  Auud  llutcil,  Cburle^d  Hatch,  Williain  Juycu,  \Villiaiii 
Clilt.  Aruuiab  Iiu;.;cr.i,  Job  Kwcll,  .Jc^sc  Lapll.iui,  Lot  II. 
.Sylvester,  Sctb  .loyce,  Jonatlniii  Joyce,  Nathaniel  Joyce, 
IViiiee  llateli.  Zaccbeu»  Uogei-s,  Tohiaa  OakitiuD,  Saiiiucl 
Juiic:),  Caleb  Lapbaiit. 

Members  of  tlie  company  of  Capt.  Tiiomas  Turner, 
ill  the  regiment  of  Col.  John  Bailey,  under  Gen. 
John  Thomas,  in  1775: 

Brig^b  Thoiiia^i,  tieiit.,  Joiiatlian  Hutch,  scr;;t.,  Willium  Tbouias, 
cui'p.,  Robert  t-ilovcr,  Nathaniel  Uoger.^,  Fraliciii  tji'ay, 
Joiiathau  how,  'I'ohiaa  White,  Kzekicl  Spraguo,  Peleg 
Kciic,  Thomas  Chaiiiiler,  Ale.vainlei-  (Jariiet,  Polejj  Foai'd, 
Niithaiiiel  Thuiuas,  Eruill'ord  llaker,  Luther  Sauip.son, 
Totiiiun  Llakur,  Job  .Mitcholl,  Samuel  Julic.i,  William  Joyce, 
Prince  Hatch,  Con^laut  Oakman,  John  Hatch. 


Members  of  the  company  of  Capt.  Abijah  Crooker, 
under  Gen.  John  Thomas,  in  August,  1775  : 

Abijah  Crooker,  capt.,  King  Lapham,  lieut.,  Tarael  Rogers, 
ens.,  John  Bates,  Isaac  Uates,  Wills  Clift,  Charles  Kent, 
Natbiiniel  Kent,  Asa  Uogcrs,  Joseph  S[>raj^ue,  Andrew 
Pomp,  Asa  Laphatn,  Thomas  Uogeis,  Abijab  Rogers, 

Members  of  the  company  of  Capt.  Stotion,  iu  Col. 
Dyke's  regiment,  in  1776: 

Anthony  Hatch,  Benjamin  Hatch,  sergt.,  Asa  Rogers,  corp., 
Barnard  Tuels,  Jonathan  Low,  Peleg  Foard,  Willi. tio 
Baker,  Ebenezor  Cain. 

Members  of  the  company  of  Capt.  Samuel  N.  Nel- 
son, of  Plymouth,  at  Fort  Edward,  in  1777  : 

Ensign  Ford,  Joshua  Turner,  James  Curtis,  Otbaniel  Sikesi 
Kbenezer  Barker,  William  Withington,  John  Chamber- 
lain. 

Soldiers  enlisted  in  1777  for  three  years: 

Samuel  Norvett,  John  Bourne,  John  Barden,  Peter  Rider,  John 
RaDdall. 

Soldiers  enlisted  for  three  years  in  1778  : 

Josiah  Harmon,  Willium  Ruper,  Edward  Conolly,  Thomas 
Ward,  John  Riehas,  James  Kcurns,  Anthony  .Miller. 

Soldiers  enlisted  for  nine  months  in  1778  : 

E^ru  Ilathawuy,  Peter  Hatbuwuy,  Abijah  Hathaway,  Benjamin 

I  Cook. 

I 

Members  of  the  company  of  Capt.  Edward  Spar- 
'  row,  of  Middleboro',  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Nathan 
Tyler,  at  Rhode  Island,  iu  177U : 

!    Isaac  Lapham,  Asa  Lapham,  Cornelius  Bacon. 

Soldiers  enlisted  for  six  months  in  1780: 

j  Asa  Soule,  William  Thomas,  Luther  Sampson,  Thoma.s  Diiigley. 

!  Joseph    Warrick,   Job    Turner,    William    ShurtlelT,    J:iiues 

I  Fillebrown,  John    Lincoln,  Ii^aac  .Simmons,   Josejih    \Vtii;- 

i  low,  Allen  Rogers,  George  Osborn,  Jr. 

j       Soldiers  enlisted  for  three  years  in  1780  : 

;  John  Doten,  Isaac  llorton,  Peter  Booth,  John  IVIcCaitcr. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  alter  all,  Marshfield  per- 
formed  its   full   sh^re  during  the   war,  and   that   the 

'  spirit  which  controlled  its  action  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  Revolution  was  overwhelmed  by  the  ardent  patri- 

I  olism    which    finally   became    infectious    among     the 

i  people  of  the  colonies.  But  those  who  had  resiatcd 
the  pojiular  movement  were  not  permitted  to  go  uii- 

j  punished.  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  characterized  iu 
'•  McFingal"  as   "  that  Marsfield  blunderer,"  an  edu- 

I  cated  and  iufiuenlial  man,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard 

.  in  the  class  of  1751,  a  man  living  on  an  estate  in- 
cluding   fil'tecu    hundred    acres,    was    proscribed   and 

I  banished,  his  property  waa  confiscated,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  which  ended  iu  1791,  he  made 


HISTORY   OF   MARSH  FIELD. 


1159 


Nova  Scotia  his  home.  Ephr;iiiu  Little,  Cornelius 
White,  John  Baker,  Joseph  TllJen,  John  Tildcn, 
Stephen  Tilden,  and  Nathaniel  Garnett  were  im- 
prisoned in  the  Plymouth  j;iil,  and  released  by  order 
of  Council  in  October,  177(5,  on  the  condition  that 
they  would  pay  the  expenses  of  proceedings  a;;ainst 
them,  and  remain  on  their  estates  except  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  Elisha 
Ford  was  imprisoned  and  released  on  the  same  terms, 
havinj;  at  the  same  time  been  seized  and  carted  to  j 
the  liberty-pole  and  required  to  sign  a  statement  of  i 
allegiance.  Caleb  Carver,  Melzar  Carver,  Thomas  I 
Decrow,  and  Daniel  White  were  proscribed  and  ban- 
ished in  1778,  Melzar  Carver  having  gone  to  Halifax 
after  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  in  1777.  Paul  White 
also  was  seized  and  carted  to  the  liberty-pole,  where 
he  was  required  to  sign  a  recantation. 

Those  confined  in  Plymouth  jail  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence: 

To  the  Cuiiiinittee  of  Correapoiidence,  Safely,  itc,  for  the  tou>n 
of  Mumhficld : 
Gentlemen, — The  petition  of  U3,  the  inhubitantsof  siiid  town, 
huuibly  sUoweth,  thut  your  petitioners,  on  or  iibout  the  2Uth  of 
April,  A.u.  1775,  diJ  leave  siiiJ  town  of  Marablield  and  repair 
to  tho  town  of  Boston,  which  conduct  of  theirs  bus  justly  given 
great  oH'enso  to  their  townsmen  and  tho  country  in  general. 
Your  petitioners  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  say,  in  extenua- 
tion of  their  fault,  that  at  the  time  of  their  embarkation  for 
the  port  of  Boston  the  country  in  general,  and  more  especially 
tlie  town  of  Marshticid,  was  in  great  tumult  and  perplexity, 
which  greatly  intimidated  and  affrighted  your  petitioners,  and 
they  left  the  said  town  in  the  greatest  anxiety  and  distress  of 
mind  that  can  bo  expressed,  not  having  time  maturely  to  weigh 
the  unhappy  consequences  that  would  attend  so  rash  aud  inoon- 
sidcrale  a  procedure.  But  hoping  and  expecting  that  things 
ici  a  -liort  tinio  would  subside,  they  fully  intended  to  have  re- 
turned to  their  families  and  friends  again,  but  after  their  arrival 
(hero  Ihey  found  it  was  impracticable,  although  they  made  re- 
peated application  for  their  return,  and  your  petitioners  did 
embr.icc  the  first  opportunity  to  return  home,  being  fully  dctcr- 
minerl  not  to  sell  their  country,  and  which  permission  Ihey 
with  difficulty  obtained  through  the  mediation  of  friends. 
Your  pititioners  further  beg  leave  to  say  that  they  can  sin- 
cerely !ind  truly  affirm  and  declare  that  they  never  repaired  to 
the  town  of  Boston  with  a  design  to  aid,  assist,  abctt,  advise, 
or  join  the  ministerial  army,  and  are  heartily  sorry  that  their 
imprudent  conduct  has  given  so  much  offense,  and  would  have 
you  consider  that  it  is  human  to  err,  and  put  the  most  favorable 
construction  on  their  conduct,  and  that  it  was  an  error  in  judg- 
ment and  not  in  principle,  for  which  error  they  are  heartily 
sorry,  and  beg  the  forgiveness  of  tho  country  in  general  and 
ui'M-e  especially  of  their  townsmen. 

"  Your  petitioners  would  further  say  that,  as  far  as  they  know 
their  own  hearts,  they  are  sincere  friends  and  well-wishers  of 
the  good  of  their  country,  and  would  do  anything  within  the 
compass  of  their  sphere  to  promote  and  support  tho  prosperity 
and  welfare  of  the  same  at  the  bayard  of  everything  dear  to 
theru,  and  whereas  some  of  your  petitioners  unadvisedly,  with- 
out due  consideration  and  through  inadvertence,  did  sign  an 
address  to  (Jcnerul  Uage  without  any  ill  design  to  their  country, 
they    humbly  ask  your  forgiveness  for   that  misconduct,  and 


hope  and  trust  their  future  behaviour  will  evidence  the  sincerity 
of  this  their  confession. 

"Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  beg  you  will   take  this 
petition  into  your  candid  and  compassionate  consideration,  and 
utTord  them  your  assistance  in  a  petition  to  the  Great  and  i>en- 
eral  Court  of  this  colony  for  their  enlargeujent,  which   petition 
they  propose  to  send  in  a  suitable  time  after  s.iid  court  shall  sit. 
Your  petitioners  determine  in  said  petition  to  give  ample  se- 
curity for  their  future  good  conduct  aait  behaviour,  and  as  Deacon 
Thomas  has  the  honor  to  be  chosen  to  represent  the  town  of 
MarshGeld  for  the  ensuing  year,  we  would  in  a  particular  man- 
ner supplicate  his  good  offices  and  interest  in  our  behalf.     Gen- 
tlemen, you  are  sensible  that  now  is  the  prime  of  the  year,  and 
that  most  of  us  have  large  families  to  support,  and  that  if  wo 
are  debarred  from  improving  our  time  for  that  purpose  they, 
as  well  as  ourselves,  must  become  a  burden  aud  charge  to  the 
community,  and  our  innocent  wives  and  children  be  involveil 
in  the  same  calamity  with  ua.     We  must  beg  leave  to  say  that 
in  our  bumble  opinion  it  would  redound  more  to  the  good  of 
the  whole  that  ten  or  twenty  men  should  be  employed  in  some 
honest  calling,  whereby  the  public  and   their  families  may  be 
benefitted,  than  that  they  should  be  confined  in  u  gaol.  Where- 
fore, confident  that  you  will  take  a  compassionate  reg^ird  to  the 
petition,  we  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves  your  humble  ser- 
vants, 

"»  Cornelius  White. 

"*  EfiinAiM  Little. 

"  John  Tildes. 

"*  JollS   DaIvEII. 

"  Elisha  Foord. 
"»  Nathaniel  Garnet. 
"Stei'iien  Tildkn. 
"Joseph  Tilukn. 
"  »  Wauren   White. 
"  Plymouth,  May  ye  20th,  1776. 

"And  Sylvanus  White  joins  in  this  petition,  and  would  beg 
leave  further  to  observe  that  at  the  time  of  their  leaving  the 
town  of  Marshfield  bis  father  was  under  great  indisposition  of 
body,  and  thought  it  not  prudent  to  leave  home  without  some 
person  to  take  particular  care  of  him,  which  was  another  great 
inducement  to  your  petiliouer  for  his  leaving  the  place. 

"  Sylvanus  White." 


Note. — Those  with  the  mark  *  did   not 
Gen.  Gage. 


"n  the  address  to 


Gen.  John  Winslow  was  recognized  in  the  earliest 
Revolutionary  movements  as  a  thorougli  loyalist,  but 
he  died  in  1774,  before  actual  hostilities  began.     His 
brother,   Edward,   who   had    removed    to   Plymouth, 
where  he  held  the  oflSces  of  clerk  of  the  court,  regis- 
i  ter  of  probate,   and  collector  of  the  port,  was  pro- 
i  nounced  in  his  loyalty  to  the  crown,  and  went  to  Hali- 
fax  in  177G,  and  there  died  in  178-1.     Pclham  Win.s- 
'  low,  a  son  of  the  general,  a  lawyer,  who  had  studied 
I  in  tho  office  of  James  Otis,  also  adhered  to  the  royal 
'  cause.      He  removed  to   Boston   in   1774,  to  Halifax 
in  1776,  aud  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  entered 
the  military  service  with  a  commission  of  major,  and 
finally  died  at  Brooklyn  in  1783.     He  also  was  pro- 
scribed and  banished  in  1778. 

Durin"  the  remainder  of  the  second  century  of  the 
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life  of  Marslifield  little  occurred  except  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Webster,  in  1827,  to  make  an  interesting  record. 
Tu  tiie  sketch  of  Jlr.  Wcb.ster,  in  another  part  of  this 
volume,  ma}'  be  found  an  account  of  his  purchase  of 
the  Thomas  farm  and  some  reminiscences  of  his  life 
on  the  Green's  Harbor  estate.  His  citizensliip  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  century  was  an  appropriate 
sea!  on  a  municipal  career  which  all  along  its  line 
had  been  marked  by  the  lives  of  distinguished  men. 

Ill  the  agitation  which  was  excited  in  behalf  of 
the  slave  and  his  emancipation,  Marslifield  was  abrea.-^t 
of  the  times.  During  the  excitement  attending  the 
euforcenient  of  the  fugitive  slave  law  the  voice  of 
Jlar.ihfield  uttered  no  uncertain  sound.  On  the  3d 
of  March,  1851,  the  following  preamble  and  resolves, 
presented  by  Nathaniel  H.  Whiting,  were  adopted 
by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and   twenty  to  thirty-four: 

*' Wiii:itEAS,  the  governuieDt  of  the  United  States  id  pro- 
fessedly biuscd  upon  the  j^rcut  truth  that  all  men  are  free  and 
equal,  and  have  an  inalienable  right  to  liberty,  and  whereaa  its 
cuDbtitution  was  ordained  tor  the  purpose  of  establi^^hiug  jus- 
tice, iiisurinj^  douje:]tiu  tram^uiltity,  provtdiug  for  the  comuioQ 
defense,  proiuotin<^  ttiu  <;eiiera!  welfare,  and  scouring  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  to  the  people,  and  wliereas  the  late  fugitive 
slave  act  is  nut  in  accordance  with  this  purpose,  but  is  contrary 
to  suinu  of  the  e.\press  provisions  of  that  instrument,  among 
others,  that  which  declares  that  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  lifu 
or  liberty  without  due  process  of  law,  and  that  men  charged 
with  criuie  or  whose  interests  arc  at  stake  in  suits  at  common 
law  involving  a  suui  ec^ual  to  twenty  dollars  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  trial  by  jury,  and  whereas  this  act  is  efjually  repugnant  to 
our  mural  scuse,  a  disgrace  to  the  civilizatiuu  of  the  age,  and 
clearly  at  variance  with  the  whole  spirit  of  the  Christian  faith  i 
Therefore, 

•*  JUituJcuil,  That  until  we  are  prepared  to  repudiate  the  prin- 
ciples of  independence  and  abjure  all  our  ideas  of  justice  and 
huiuauity,  of  truth  and  duty,  we  can  render  no  voluntary  obe- 
dieuce  tu  this  act. 

''  Ji'juutreil,  That  while  we  love  and  defend  the  Uniuu  that 
secures  the  object  for  which  this  was  said  to  be  established,  wo 
are  not  to  be  deterred  by  any  threats  of  disunion,  or  by  any  fear 
of  evils,  immediitle  or  remote,  present  or  future,  from  using  all 
just  and  lawful  means  to  aid  and  assist  those  whu  have  the 
manliness  and  courage  to  oscape  from  the  prison  house  of 
bondage. 

**  Jic^utvLif,  That  while  we  desii'e  liberty  for  our.-.elves,  while  | 
we  retain  one  spark  uf  that  .spirit  which  led  the  Pilgrims  across 
the  ocean,  while  we  liavo  the  least  conception  of  those  sublime 
precepts  of  the  gospel  which  eomuutud  us  to  love  our  neighbor, 
to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  havo  others  do  unto  us,  to  feed 
the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  and  relieve  the  sullering,  the  poor, 
and  the  outcast,  while  we  recognize  the  ubligatiuns  of  charity 
and  Iu\o  aud  good-will,  our  houses  shall  be  open  to  welcome  the 
hunted  fugitive  as  he  pauses  at  our  doors  iu  his  Uight  from  the 
natiulial  bloodhounds  which  are  baying  on  his  tiacU, 

'*  Jicifi/li'eU,  That  we  commend  to  every  fugitive  from  slavery 
the  glorious  words  of  Patrick  Henry, — '  Oive  me  liberty  or  give 
uie  death.'  Leaning  upon  this  idea,  let  him  use  all  the  means 
which  (Jod  will  justify  to  protect  his  freedoui,  and  if  he  shall 
perish  in  the  struggle  for  his  birthright,  as  bis  lust  sigh  min- 
gles with  the  common  din  and  goes  out  over  the  world  and  up 
to   heaven  a  swift  witness  against   the  nation  which  so  foully 


murders  biio,  let  him  breathe  into  the  wind  that  murmurs  by 
hiui,  and  bequeath,  as  an  inspiring  inliuencu  to  the  panting 
fugitive  lie  leaves  behind  him,  'Ciivc  me  liberty  or  give  me 
death.'  " 

When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  Marsh- 
field  had  no  militia  company  within  lier  borders  to  be 
called  into  the  service,  but  whenever  enlisted  men  were 
called  for  the  town  was  ready  and  prompt  in  render- 
ing it.s  service.  As  far  as  is  known,  only  one  of  its 
citizens,  Alfred  W.  Stoddard,  belonged  to  an  organ- 
ized company,  and  he,  as  a  member  of  Company  I, 
Fourtli  Regiment,  served  for  three  months  from  the 
22d  of  April,  1861.  On  the  1st  of  May,  ISUl,  the 
town  voted  to  pay  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars  to  each  sol- 
dier who  had  enlisted  or  might  enlist  in  the  Unittd 
States  service.  It  was  also  voted  to  increase  the 
monthly  pay  to  twenty-four  dollars  of  all  soldiers,  in- 
cluding those  who  might  be  drafted,  and  five  dollars 
additional  to  those  with  families,  aud  to  accept  the 
services  of  those  ladies  who  had  volunteered  to  make 
up  clothing  for  the  volunteers.  On  the  6ih  of  July, 
in  the  same  year,  it  was  voted  to  pay  one  dollar  per 
week  to  the  wife  of  each  soldier,  and  one  dollar  to 
each  child  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  one  dollar 
to  each  dependent  parent,  brother,  or  sister  of  any 
sohiier,  provided  the  amount  allowed  to  one  family 
should  not  exceed  twelve  dollars.  On  the  22d  of 
July,  1862,  a  committee  of  one  from  each  school 
district  was  cboscn  to  aid  in  filling  the  quota  of  the 
town,  and  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  was  voted 
to  be  paid  to  each  enlisted  man.  On  the  Stii  of  Sep- 
tember it  was  voted  to  pay  a  bounty  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  to  each  soldier  mustered  into  the 
service  for  three  years.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
soldiers  furnished  during  the  war,  including  one  three 
months'  man,  six  one  hundred  days'  men,  twenty-four 
nine  months'  men,  twenty-sis  one  year's  men,  and 
ninety-four  three  years'  men, — in  all,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one: 

Alfred  W.Stoddard,  private,  3  months  from  Ajinl  22,  ISCI,  Ith 

Kegt.,  Co.  I. 
George  Baker,  private,  lUO  days  from  July  21,  IStiJ,  IBtli  Un- 
attached. 
C.  William   Estes,  private,   100   days   from  July  2S,  180-1,  llUli 

Unattached. 
Nathaniel  J.  Porter^ corporal,  100  days  from  July  2I,1S0-I,  liiih 

Unuttuched. 
William  Itogers,  private,  100  daya  from  Aug.  3,  18G4,  20tli  L'n- 

attiiched. 
James  L.  Itugers,  private,  10(1  days  from  July,  I80-I. 
James  hi.  Baker,  private^  lOU  days  from  July  21,  ISGI,   lOih 

UDaltached, 
Henry  S.  Bates,  tinit  lieutenant,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  1862, 

43d  llegt.,  Co.  F. 
Ddwin  Curtis,  sergeant,  9  uionths  frun.  Sejtt.  12,  IS02,  43d  Iti.gt., 

Co.  F. 
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Peles  S.  Sherman,  sergeant,  9  monlhs  from  Sept.  12,  18C2,  43J 

Ue-t.,  Co.  F. 
EJwurii  H.  Duvia,  corporal,  U  months  from  Sept.  12,  1862,  13J 

Hegt..  Co.  F. 
William    ^^'illiliUl3on,  corporal,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  1S62, 

4;iJ  Rc-gt.,  Co.  F. 
Charles  W.  Cuiley,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  1SG2,  43d 

Hegt.,  Co.  F. 
Jamcj   E.   Baker,  private,  9   months  from  Sept.  12,  lS<i2,  43d 

Rc-t.,  Co.  F. 
Elijah  F.  Cudworth,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  lSfi2,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Israel    11.  Carver,  private,  9   months  from  Sept.  12,  1802,  43d 

Kegt.,  Co.  F.  I 

Daniel    E.  Kwell,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.    12,  1S62,  43d 

Uegt.,  Co.  F. 
Edward  A.  Falvey,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  18G2,  4od 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Thomas   P.  Ford,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  1S62,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
S.  Nelson  Gardner,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  1862,  43d 

Uegt.,  Co.  F. 
Lorenio  D.  Harrington,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  18G2, 

43d  Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Samuel    Uolmcs,  private,  9   months  from   Sept.  12,  1862,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Edward    Hatch,  private,  9   months    from  Sept.   12,    1802,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Samuel   F.  Hatch,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  1862,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Charles  R.  Hatch,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.  12,  1862,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Calvin  0.  Hatch,  private,  9   mouths   from   Sept.  12,  1802,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
John   F.  Hatch,  private,   9  months  from  Sept.   12,   1862,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  r.  j 

Asa  W.  Hewett,  private,  9  months  from  Sept.   12,   1862,  43d   I 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
John   A.   Keen,   private,  9   months  from  Sept.  12,   1862,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
William    Byron  Little,  private,  9  mouths  from  Sept.  12,  1362, 

43d  Regt.,  Co.  F. 
George  T.   Osborn,    private,   9    months    from    Sept.    12,   1362, 

43d  Regt.,  Co.  F. 
William  S.    Porter,    private,  9    months  from  Sept.    12,    1802, 

43d  Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Josiah    Randall,   private,   9  months  from  Sept.  12,   1862,   43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Joseph   Sherman,  private,  9  months  from   Sept.   12,  lti62,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Jonathan  J.  .Simmons,  private,  9  months  from   Sept.  12,  1862, 

43d  Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Jiisiah  ThoniuB,  private,  9  months  from    Sept.  12,  1862,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Lucius   Thomas,   [irivate,   9  months  from  Sept.   12,   1802,   43d 

Uegt.,  Co.  F. 
James  A.  Wright,  private,  9   months   from  Sept.  12,  1862,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Calvin    Williamson,    Jr.,    private,    9    months    from    Sept.  12, 

1.S62,  43d  Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Peter  Williamson,  private,  9   months  from   Sept.  12,  1802,  43d 

Regt.,  Co.  F. 
Andrew  J.  Williamson,  private,  9  months  from   Sept.  12,  1802, 

43d  Regt.,  Co.  F. 
George    W.   Eames,  sailor,    I    year    from    Aug.    15,   1802,   St. 

"  Juniata." 


Henry  F.  Ford,  sailor,  1  year  from  Aug.  15,  1802,  St.  "Juni- 
ata." 
Henry  W.Holmes,  sailor,   1  year  from  Aug.  14,  1802,  "  S.  I. 

P.  Sm." 
George  S.    Lapham,  sailor,    1    year    from   Aug.   19,   1802,  St. 

•'  Phil." 
John   Williamson,  sailor,   1    year    from    September,    1802,    St. 

"  Colorado." 
Anthony  W.  Williamson,  sailor,  1  year  from  September,  1802, 

St.  '*  Colorado." 
Samuel  C.    Baker,    private,    1    year   from    Sept.  2,   1864,    4th 

Mass.  Cav. 
Lucius  L.  Bonney,  private,  1  year  from  Sept,  19,  1S04,  2d  H. 

Art. 
Frederick  A.   Delano,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.   2,    1304,  2d 

U.  Art. 
Henry  F.  Ford,  private,  1   year    from    Sept.   3,  1604,   2d    II. 

Art. 
Johu  U.  Fish,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  17,  1864,  2d  H.  Art. 
Calvin  Joyce,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  3,  1804,  2d  H.  Art. 
Nicholas  Porter,  Jr.,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  3,  1804,  2d  H 

Art. 
Calvin  Porter,  Jr.,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  3,  1S64,  2d  H, 

An. 
George  W.  Sears,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  2,  1864,  2d  H.  Art. 
Moses  Sherman,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  17,  1864,  2d  II.  Art. 
Eben   S.  Thomas,  private,   1   year  from    Sept.  5,   1861,  2d  H. 

Art. 
Georgina  White,  private,   1    year    from  Sept.   3,   1864,  2d  H. 

Art. 
Warren  F.  White,  private,  1  year  from  Aug.  16,  1864,  2d  II. 

Art. 
William  H.  Tolman,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  2,  1804,  2d  H. 

Art. 
James  C.  Phillips,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  3,  1804,  2d   H. 

Art. 
George  Atwell,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  a,  1864,  2d  H.  Art. 
Israel  H.  Hatch,  corporal,  1  year  from  Sept.  13,  1801,  2d  D.  C. 

Vols. 
Jonattian  J.  Simmons,  private,  1  year  from  Scpteiubcr,  1864, 

2d  H.  Art. 
Honry  F.  Ford,  private,  1  year  from  Sept.  3,  1863,  2d  II.  An. 
David  T.    Phillips,  private,    I    year   from    Dec.  IJ,    1803,   3d 

Ma^s.  Cav. 
Augustus  Hatch,  first  lieutenant,  3  years  from  June  22,  1801, 

1st  Regt.,  Co.  B. 
Hiram  A.  Oakman,  brevet  colonel,  3  years  from  June  ID,  1861, 

7th  Regt. 
Henry   B.  Bonney,  sergeant,  3  years   from   June   ID,  1801,  7th 

Regt.,  Co.  E. 
Henry  Tolman,  sergeant,  3  years  from  Juno  15, 1801,  7th  Regt., 

Co.  E. 
Ethan  A.  Randall,  private,  3  years   from  June  15,  ISOl,  7th 

Regt.,  Co.  E. 
Josiah   C.  Crowell,  corporal,   3  years  from  June  15,  1801,  7th 

Regt.,  Co.  E. 
Job  L.  Ewell,  corporal,  3  years  from  June  15,  1861,  7th  Regt., 

Co.  E. 
Ezra  W.   Hatch,  corporal,   3  years  from   June   15,    I.SOI,   7tli 

Regt.,  Co.  E. 
Nathan   F.   Hopkina,  corporal,  3  years   from   Juno    15,    1801, 

7th  Regt.,  Co.  E. 
Allen  Wright,  corporal,  3  years  from  Feb.  II,  1802,  7th  Uegt., 

Co.  E. 
Caleb  E.  Bailey,  private,  3  years  from  June  15,  1861,  7th  Regt., 
Co.  E. 
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Geor;;u  K.  Crossley,  private,  3  yeara  from  June  15,  18(51,  7th 

llugt.,  Co.  E. 
EJmtinil   Crosalcy,  private,  ^  years    from   June    15,  1S61,  7tb 

Kc^'t.,  Co.  K. 
Davitl  Cliurcb,  private,  3  yoard  from  Juue  15,  1861,  7th  Regt., 

Cu.  E. 
Cliarlcs    H.  Cohbett,  private,  3  years   from   June  15,  18G1,  7tb 

llegt.,  Co.  E. 
Thatcher  Ewol],  private,  3  yeard  from  June  15,  1801,  7th  Kej^t., 

Co.  E. 
Samuel   II.   Kvvell,  private,  3  years   from   June   15,  1S61,  7th 

Rest.,  Co.  E. 
John   M.  Ford,  orderly,  3  years  from   Feb.  8,  ISfiL',  7th    Regt., 

Co.  E. 
Joseph  Joyue,  private,  3  years  from  June  15,  1861,  7tb  Regt., 

Co.  E. 
Jease  L.  Lewis,  private,  3  years  from  June  15,  18G1,  7th  Regt., 

Co.  E. 
Francis  P.  Lewis,  private,  3  years  from  Feb.  8,  1862,  7th  Regt., 

Co.  E. 
Nathan  Sherman,  Jr.,  private,  3  years  from  June  15,  1S61,  7tb 

Kegt.,  Co.  E. 
Japhet  S.  Sampson,  private,  3  years   from  June  15,  1S61,  7th 

Regt.,  Co.  E. 
Charles    Stevens,   private,  3  years    from    June    15,    1861,  7th 

Regt.,  Co.  E. 
Lucius  TboMias,  private,  3  years  from  1862,  7th  Regt.,  Co.  E. 
William  II.  Tolman,  private,  3  years  from  1862,  7tb  Regt.,  Co.  E. 
Seth  Williamson,  private,  3  years  from  Feb.  8,  1862,  7th  liegt., 

Co.  E. 
James  C.  Phillips,  private,  3  years  from  June,  1861,  11th  Regt., 

Co.  A. 
Benjamin  H.  Manning,  captain,  3  years  from  July  26,  1861,  18th 

Rogt.,  Co.  G. 
EUwin   R.  Merry,  corporal,  3  years  from  July  26,  1861,  ISth 

Regt.,  Co.  (1. 
Ansou  Hatch,  teamster,  3  years  from  July  26,  1861,  18th  Regt., 

Co.  0. 
Abijah  Ewell,  private,  3  years  from  July  26,  1861,  18tb  Regt., 

Co.  G. 
Oilman    Mitchell,  private,  3  years    from  July  26,   1S6I,   13th 

Regt.,  Cu.  G. 
Williaui  W.  ItanJall,  private,  3  years  from  July  26,  1861,  ISth 

Regt.,  Co.  U. 
Daniel  Stetion,  private,  3  years  from  July  26,  1861,  ISth  Regt., 

Co.  G. 
Fletcher  Webster,  colonel,  3  years  from   June  24,   1S61,   12th 

Hegt. 
Charles  Tulmun,  private,  3  years  from  March   12,   1801,   lltb 

Regt. 
Silas  \V.  Carver,  private,  3  years  from  Sept.  6,  1861,  3d  Mass. 

lialt. 
Lucius  E.  Chandler,  private,  3  years  from  1861,  22d  Regt. 
Francis  .-V.  Corlew,  corporal,  3  years  from  Sept.  25,  1861,  22d 

Regt.,  Co.  I. 
George  Atwell,  private,  3  years  from  Oct.  9,  1861,  23d  Regt., 

Co.  E. 
Leroy  S.  Donncy,  private,  3  ye.ivs  from  Oct.  U,  1861,  23d  Regt. 
Ju^itiii   \,   Carver,   private,   3  years  froiu  Oct.   23,   IStil,   2  itii 

Ucgt.,  Co.  C. 
Judtoii   Kivell,  musician,  3  years  from  Jan.  27,  1862,  2d   D.  C. 

\'oU. 
Henry  P.  Oakuian,  sergeant,  3  years  from   Aug.  12,  1802,  3Sth 

Regt.,  Co.  IC. 
^-.imuel   J.    Ross,  corporal,  3   years   from   Aug.    12,  1862,   38tb 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 


Edwin  .\twell,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  18112,  3Slh  Regt., 

Co.  K. 
Robert  Ames,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  1802,  .''.8th  Uegt., 

Co.  K. 
AVitlium   J.  Raker,  private,  3  years   from   Aug.    12,    lMi2,   3.-5tli 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Levi  W.  B.iiley,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  IS02,  :!Sth  Regt., 

Co.  K. 
Edwin   F.  Damon,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  21,   1862,   3Sth 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Turner  Evvcll,  Jr.,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  1802,  38th 

Hegt.,  Co.  K. 
James  W.  Fish,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  1302,  3Stli  Regt., 

Co.  K. 
Seth  0.  Fitts,   private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  1802,  38tli  I'^i-gt., 

Co.  K. 
James  Green,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  1862,  3Slh    Regt., 

Co.  K. 
Albert  liolmes,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  1802,  38th  Regt., 

Co.  K. 
Albion  Hatch,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  li)02,  3Sth  Regt., 

Co.  K. 
Israel  H.  Hatch,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  1862,  3Sth  Regt., 

Co.  K. 
Andrew  W.  Hutch,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.   12,  lb62,  ;;sth 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Charles    P.  Hatch,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.    12,  1862,  38th 

Regt.,  Co.  IC. 
Wilbur  F.  Harrington,    private,  3  years    from   Aug.   12,    1802, 

38th  Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Charles  A.  Nichols,  private,  3  years  from  Aug.  12,  1802,  3Sth 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Charles  W.  Osborn,  private,  3  years  from   Aug.  12,  1862,  38th 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Charles  F.  Perry,  private,  3  years  from    Aug.   12,  1862.  3Sth 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
David  T.  Phillips,   private,  3  years   from  Aug.  12,   1802,  3Sth 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Freeman  A.  Ramsdell,  private,  3  years  from  .Aug.  12,  Ks62,  .'I.^th 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Martin  Ramsdell,  Jr.,  private,  3  years  froui  Aug.  12,  1^02,  38tli 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Josiah  C.  Stoddard,  private,  3  years  from   .\ug.  12,  1802,  38th 

Regt.,  Cu.  K. 
Joseph  \V.  Clift,  surgeon,  3  years  from  July  13,  1S62. 
Franklin  J.  Manning,  lieutenant,  3  years  from  Aug.  31,  1^02, 

40th  Regt.,  Co.  I. 
T.  Correggio  Brown,  private,  3  years  from  March  2u,  1.S6J.  j8l1i 

Regt.,  Co.  H. 
Melvin    Ewell,  private,  3  years    from   Alarcli    10,    1801,    J7th 

Ucgt.,  Co.  K. 
Frederick  H.  Ewell,  private,  3  years  from  March  10,  1801,  J7tli 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
J.  Alonzo  Ewell,  private,   3  years   from    March  10,    1804,  57th 

Regt.,  Co.  K. 
Lyman  Fitts,  private,  3  years  from  March  10,  1864,  57th  Regt., 

Co.  K. 
Joseph  E.  Williamson,  private,  3  years  from  .Januiiry,  1804. 
Andrew  L.  Daumn,  carpenter   (trans,   to    navy),   June  6,  1864, 

1st  U.  Art. 
Church   C.  l.apbam,    private,    3  years  from   Feb.  21,    1804,  3d 

Mass.  Cav. 
Alfred  W.  Stoddard,  private,  3  years  from  Sept.  25,  ISO  I,  22d 

Regt,,  Co.  C. 
Henry  R.  Bonney,   sergeant,   3   years   from  Dec.  25,    1803,  7th 

Regt.,  Co.  E. 
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lliraiu  Buttertielt],  Jr.,  private,  3  years. 

Heno'  Tuliuun,  8orgeaDC,  3  yeurs  frum  Dec.  25,  1SC3,  7th  Kegt., 

Co.  E. 
Ethan  A.  UanJall,  private,   3   years   from   Dec.  25,   1863,  7th 

Ke-t.,  C(..  E. 
Job  L.  Ewell,  corporal,  3  years  from   Dec.  25,  1803,  7th  Rcgt., 

Co.  E. 
Allen  Wright,  corporal,  3  years  from  Feb.  11,  18C4,  7th  Regt., 

Co.  E. 
George  E.  Crossley,  private,  3  years   from   Dec.  25,   18(13,  7tli 

Kcgt.,  Co.  E. 
David  Church,  private,  3  yeara  from  Dec.  25,   1863,  7th  Regt., 

Co.  E. 
Charles  Tolman,  sergeant,  3  years  from  May,  1864,  Ist  II.  Art. 
Francis   A.   CorJcw,  corporal,   3  years   from  Jan.  1,  1804,  32il 

Uegt.,  Co.  I. 
Jo^iah  Thomas,  private,  3  years  from  June  1,  18C3,  43d  Regt., 

Co.  F. 
Judsiiu  Ewell,  musician,  3  years  from  March  23,  1804,  2d  D.C. 

Vols. 
Edwio  Curtis,  sergeant,  3  years  from  Jan.  1,  1804,  5Stb   Kegt., 

Co.  H. 
Edivard  H.  Davis,   captain,  3  years  from  Dec.  25,  1864,  2d  H. 

Art. 
Alfred  W.  Stoddard,   private,  3  years  from   Feb.  1,  1864,  22d 

Regt.,  Co.  C. 

In  addition  to  the  above  liiit,  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  iu  tlie  navy  and  of  non-resident  recruits  were 
credited  to  the  town  to  make  the  whole  number  of 
credits  during  the  war  two  hundred  and  ten,  to 
whom  the  whole  amount  of  bounties  paid  was  twenty- 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  doliar8. 
Of  tliis  sum,  fifteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  were  paid  to  residents  of  the  town  and  nine 
thousand  and  fifteen  dollars  to  non-residents.  This 
record  of  the  war  is  creditable  to  Marshfield,  and 
fully  justifies  the  followiuj:  resolves  prepared  by 
Nathaniel  H.  Wliitiu;;,  and  adopted  by  the  town  on 
the  22dof  July,  1862: 

"  Itriolved,  That  in  the  dark  and  troubled  night  which  sur- 
rounds ua  we  cherish  with  a  deeper  love  and  more  exalted  pa- 
triotism the  noble  sentiment  proclaimed  in  that  early  cuntlict 
Willi  the  spirit  of  dissension  on  the  door  of  the  American  Senate 
by  our  great  statesman,  now  sleeping  in  our  midst  by  the  sea  he 
loved  so  well, — *  Liberty  and  Union,  now  and  forever,  one  and 
inseparable  !' 

"  Iii:mjfved,  That,  in  defense  of  this  sentiment,  we  will  stand 
by  the  Government  to  the  extent  of  our  last  dollar  and  our  last 
man,  ]>referring  to  leave  ior  tliose  who  shall  couie  after  us  a 
wiMcmess  like  that  our  fathers  fouud  when  they  sailed  into 
yonder  bay,  and  landed  on  Plymouth  Hock,  rather  than  that 
this  monstrous  rcbelliou  shall  [irevail." 

The  following  Marshfield  men  were  either  wounded 
or  died  in  the  bervice  : 

Uobei't  Antes,  died  at  Raton  Rouge  June  24,  1863. 
Levi  W.  IJailey,  wounded  at  Winche.-ter  Sept.  I'J,  1S04. 
Lucius  L.  Runnoy,  died  at  Raleigh,  X.  C,  of  diseiLso,  May  15, 

ISC.j. 
lliram  Rutterfield,  Jr.,  ilied  of  disease. 
Justin  A.  Carver,  wounded  at  Newborn  March  4,  1802. 
David  Church,  killed  in  battle  May  6,  1864. 
Charles  W.  Cobbett,  died  at  hospital  .Aug.  5,  1803. 


Edmund  Crossley,  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor  June  2,  1804,  and 

died  in  Washington  June  30,  1S64. 
Edwin  Curtis,  wounded -Tune  13,  died  June  I'J,  1804. 
Job  L.  Ewell,  wounded  May  6,  1864,  died  at  Alexandria  June 

5,  1864. 
Samuel  U.  Ewell,  died  in  Washington  Oct.  1,  1862. 
Turner  Ewell,  Jr.,  died  at  St.  Louis  Oct.  16,  1863. 
James  W.  Fish,  died  at  Savannah  June  14,  1.^05. 
S.  Nelson  Gardner,  died  at  Newborn  June  4,  1863. 
Wilbur  F.  Harrington,  died  at  New  Orleans  June  U),  1803. 
Andrew  W.  Hatch,  died  at  New  Orleans  June  4,'1S63. 
Joseph  Joyce,  disch.  Sept.  8,  1H62;  died  of  disease  contracted 

in  the  service  Oct.  14,  1862. 
Hiram  A.  Oukman,  wounded  May  3,  1863,  at  Fretiericksburg. 
Freemuu  A.  Ramsdell,  died  at  New  Orleans  June  4,  1863. 
William  W.  Randall,  wounded  in  1862. 
Josiah  C.  Stoddard,  died  at  Stuart's   Hospital,  Baltimore,  Nov. 

19,  1802. 
Josiah  Thomas,  died  of  disease  Dec.  3,  1804. 
Fletcher  Webster,  killed  at  Bull  Run  Aug.  3U,  1802. 
Joseph  E.  Williamson,  died  in  hospital  May  2U,  1804. 
James  A.  Wright,  died  at  Newbern  May  7,  1803. 

In  1866,  the  farmers  of  Marshfield,  desirous  of 
promoting  the  interests  of  ajiriculture  in  the  town  and 
neighborhood,  organized  the  "  Marshfield  Agricultural 
and  Horticultural  Society,"  having  for  some  time  pre- 
viously enjoyed  the  benefits  of  an  organization  called 
the  "  Marshfield  Farmers'  Club."  The  society  was  in- 
corporated by  the  Legislature  in  1867,  and  made  its 
first  annual  report  in  1868.  It  then  had  three  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  members,  and  without  any  indebted- 
ness, held  property  valued  at  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  dollars.  Its  first  roll  of  ofiicera 
included  George  M.  Baker,  president;  l^evi  Walker, 
vice-president ;  John  Baker,  secretary  ;  Warren  Kent, 
auditor,  and  Luther  Thomas,  Constant  Oaknian, 
Frank  P.  Arnold,  Stephen  Henry,  Charles  T.  Hatch, 
Charles  P.  Wright,  Joseph  0.  Cole,  Jonathan  S. 
Ford,  Bailey  Chandler,  James  S.  Bates,  and  Hiram 
Randall,  directors.  The  successful  issue  of  the  fair 
of  1868  induced  the  society  to  erect  a  commodious 
building  for  dining  and  exhibition  purposes,  which, 
when  approaching  completion,  was  demoli.-ilicd  by  a 
severe  gale  in  September,  ISti'.).  An  increa.sing  in- 
terest in  its  purposes,  however,  enabled  the  society 
without  distress  to  erect  a  new  building,  and  since 
that  time  its  annual  fairs  have  abundantly  justified 
the  expectations  of  its  projectors.  According  to  the 
last  report, 

The  total  receipts  for  the  year  were $1,972.20 

Disbursements,  including  improvements  of 

building  and  grounds 2,717.12 

Intiebtedness  of  the  society  was 5,lijl.'J6 

Value  of  real  estate ll,Sllu.'.l2 

\'alue  of  personal  estate 8,147.74 

.Membershii 'JUU 

The  present  officers  of  the  society  arc  George  M. 
Baker,  of  Marshfield,  president;  Francis  P.  Arnold 
and     Edwin    Reed,    of    Marshfield,    vice-picsiJents ; 
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Francis  Collamore,  of  Pembroke,  secretary  and  treas-  | 
urcr;   Albert  T.  Spraguc,  of  Marshfieid,  auditor,  and  j 
Frank  Ford,  George  L.  Poterhon,  Charles  A.  Walker,  | 
and  Barker  Spiague,  of  Marshfieid,  Bailey  Chandler,  j 
Joseplius   Dawes,  and   Thomas  Alden,  of  Duxbury, 
Hiram    Randall   and  J.  Dean    Bonney,  of  Pembroke, 
James  W.  Sampson,  uf  South   Scituate,  and   Charles 
0.  EUms,  of  Scituate,  directors. 

This  .-ketch  of  Marsiifield,  even  as  limited  as  it  must 
be,  Would  be  conspicuously  wanting  in  completeuess 
without  some  allusion  to  its  church  history.  It  Las 
already  been  stated  that  the  first  church  was  organ- 
ized iu  1632.  It  is  probable  that  in  the  earliest  days 
of  the  church,  Edward  Wiuslow  acted  in  some  ca- 
pacity akin  to  a  teaching  elder.  At  a  later  day,  be- 
fore 1640,  it  is  to  be  presumed  from  intimations  on 
the  records  that  Nehemiah  Smyth  was  its  acting  min- 
ister. After  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  in  1640, 
the  town  and  the  parish  were  identical  until  1738, 
when  the  Second  Church  or  Parish  was  incorporated. 
In  1041,  Rev.  Richard  Rlinman  emigrated  to  New 
England  from  Wales,  and  settled  in  Marshfieid,  where 
lie  oiEciated  either  as  a  settled  minister  or  acting  pas- 
tor, soon  removing  to  Gloucester,  where  he  reniaiued 
until  1648,  when  he  removed  to  New  London,  and 
from  there,  in  1658,  to  New  Haven,  whence  he  returned 
to  England,  and  died  in  Bristol  at  an  advanced  age. 

In  1642,  Rev.  Edward  Bulklcy  was  ordained,  and 
continued  his  services  as  pastor  of  the  church  until 
about  1050,  after  which  he  was  settled  in  Concord, 
and  died  in  Chelmsford  in  1090.  He  was  a  son  of 
Rev.  Peter  Bulkley,  and  grandson  of  Rev.  Edward 
Bulkley,  both  of  whom  had  enjoyed  settlements  iu 
England.  Rev.  Peter  Bulkley,  after  twenty-one 
years'  service  at  Woodhill,  was  silenced  for  his  uon- 
conformity,  and  came  to  New  England  in  1635.  In 
1030  he  was  settled  in  Concord,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  in  1051).  Until  the  close  of  the  min- 
istry of  51  r.  Bulkley  the  meeting-house  stood  on  or 
immediately  north  of  the  acre  of  ground  now  inclosed 
and  known  as  the  "  old  burial-ground."  It  was  a 
thatched  building  and  undoubtedly  rude  in  its  con- 
struction. In  1057  a  new  meeting-house  was  built 
on  the  site  of  the  present  meeting-house  of  the  First 
Parish,  two  miles  farther  north,  to  meet  the  conve- 
nience of  a  population  which  had  gradually  spread  iu 
that  direction.  But  notwithstanding  the  removal  of 
the  meeting-house  from  its  old  site,  the  old  burial- 
ground  continued  to  be  the  only  burial-place  until 
February,  1721.  No  more  interesting  spot  connected 
with  the  early  history  of  New  England  can  be  found 
than  this  hallowed  ground  in  which  so  many  of  the 
early  settlers  were  buried.     Here  lies  William  Thomiis, 


who  died  in  August,  1651.  Here  lies  Susanna  Wins- 
low,  who  came  in  the  "  Mayflower,"  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam White,  and  afterwards  of  Edward  Winslow,  uliu 
died  iu  October,  1080.  Here  lies,  too,  Governor  Jo- 
siah  Winslow,  the  first  naiive-born  Governur,  who 
died  Dec.  18,  1680,  and  was  buried  on  the  23d  at  the 
expense  of  the  colony  iu  token  of  its  esteem  and  affec- 
tion. And  here  lies  Peregrine  White,  the  first  boru 
in  New  England,  who  died  on  the  20th  of  July,  1704. 
And  here  also  were  deposited  the  remains  uf  Rev. 
Samuel  Arnold,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Bulkley  in  the 
church,  who  died  on  the  3d  of  September,  1003;  of 
Rev.  Edward  Tompson,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Arnold, 
who  died  on  the  16th  of  March,  1705  ;  and  of  Rev. 
James  Gardner,  the  succe.ssor  of  Mr.  Tompson,  who 
died  in  1739.  The  ground  remained  uninclosed 
until  1854.  In  that  year  a  fair  was  held  by  the 
ladies  of  Marshfieid,  in  the  Winslow  house,  and  suBi- 
cient  funds  were  raised  to  erect  the  iron  fence  which 
now  surrounds  the  grounds.  In  connection  with  the 
fair  Miss  Marcia  A.  Thomas  published  the  ■•  Memo- 
rials of  Marshfieid,"  and  proposed  to  devote  the 
profits  arising  from  the  book  to  the  eroctiun  in  the 
"  old  burial-ground"  of  a  monument  to  the  memory 
of  the  first  settlers  of  "  Green's  Harbor."  These 
profits,  to  which  were  added  contributions  from  Juliu 
Barstow,  of  Providence,  George  P.  Hayward,  of  Bos- 
ton, and  Mrs.  Sigourney,  were  deposited  in  the  Plym- 
outh Saviugs-Bank,  and  the  deposit,  with  its  aecuuiu- 
latious,  has  enabled  Miss  Sarah  Thomas,  the  surviving 
sister  of  Marcia,  to  consummate  the  original  plan,  and 
within  the  last  year  to  erect  a  handsome  granite  struc- 
ture as  originally  intended. 

In  1657,  Rev.  Samuel  Arnold  removed  to  .^Iar.sh- 
field  from  Yarmouth  and  became  the  settled  minister. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Arnold,  iu  1093,  Rev.  Thomas 
Weld  received  a  call  to  become  pastor,  but  declined. 
In  1090,  Rev.  Edward  Tompson,  of  Braintree,  a  grad- 
uate of  Harvard  in  1684,  was  ordained  and  continued 
in  the  pastorate  until  his  death,  March  10,  1705.  In 
1700  a  third  meeting-house  was  erected  on  the  site 
of  the  second,  and  Rev.  James  Gardner,  a  Seotehman, 
was  ordained  March  14,  1707,  and  remained  con- 
nected with  the  church  until  his  death,  in  173'J. 
During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Gardner,  in  1738,  the 
Second  Congregational  Society  was  incorporated  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town.  As  early  as  1713  an  informal 
organization  had  been  formed,  but  in  the  year  named 
an  act  of  incorporation  was  obtained  and  a  meeting- 
house built,  which  the  people  iu  the  .south  part  of  the 
town  within  the  limits  of  the  old  parish  denominated 
the  "  Chapel  of  Ease." 

Following  now  the  history  of  the  second  society,  the 
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increa.sinf:  population  "m  the  north  part  of  the  town 
M)on  iL'(|uirt;d  iucreased  accommodations,  and  in  1755 
an  addition  was  made  to  its  meeting-house  by  cutting 
the  churcli  asunder  and  inserting  a  piece  of  twelve 
feet  in  length.  In  tiie  year  1793  a  belfry  was  added, 
and  occupied  by  a  bell  presented  by  Capt.  Amos 
Rogers.  In  182G  the  old  meeting-house  was  taken 
down,  and  a  new  one  erected.  la  1848  the  new 
meetinghouse  was  remodeled  after  plans  furnished  by 
Isaiah  Rogers,  late  chief  of  the  Architectural  Bureau 
at  Washington.  After  the  incorporation  of  the  so- 
ciety Ilcv.  Mr.  Bryant  first  officiated  in  this  church, 
.supplying  the  pulpit  for  a  year.  He  was  followed  by 
Rev.  Atherton  Wales,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1726, 
whose  ministry  extended  over  a  period  of  more  than 
fifty  years.  Mr.  Wales  was  followed  by  Rev.  Elijah 
Leonard,  who  was  denominated  in  his  theology  an 
Arminian  Trinitarian  Congregatiunalist.  .  He  ex- 
changed at  first  with  Calvinists  and  Unitarians,  but 
finally  committed  himself  conclusively  to  the  doctrines 
of  the  Unitarian  body.  His  pastorate  continued 
through  a  period  of  ibrty-cight  years.  After  his 
death  Rev.  Luke  A.  Spoiford  supplied  the  pulpit  in 
ISoj  for  a  year,  at  which  time  the  church  was  nearly 
equally  divided  between  those  of  the  old  and  those  of 
the  new  faith.  As,  however,  in  the  old  church  the 
evangelical  portion  of  the  congregation  prevailed,  so 
here  the  liberal  wing  predominated,  and  Rev.  George 
Leonard  was  settled,  whose  ministry  continued  more 
than  twenty-five  years.  As  a  result  of  this  action  a 
new  society  was  organized  in  1835  under  the  name  of 
the  Second  Congregational  Trinitarian  Society.  The 
pulpit  of  this  society  was  supplied  during  the  first  year, 
from  March,  1835,  to  June,  1836,  by  Rev.  Eli  Smith. 
Rev.  Elbridge  G.  Howe  followed  aa  pastor  from  July, 
1836,  to  Aug.  19,  1S3S,  and  Rev.  Daniel  D.  Tappan 
from  June,  1839,  to  June,  1851.  Rev.  Sumner 
Clark  succeeded  from  October,  1851,  to  January, 
1855,  and  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Fiske  from  November, 
1854,  to  July,  1858.  Rev.  Daniel  D.  Tappan  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  again  from  October,  1859,  to  June, 
18G5,  Rev.  Luther  Farnham  during  the  winter  and 
summer  of  1865-66,  and  Rev.  F.  F.  Williams  from 
1866  to  1869.  In  1870,  Rev.  James  C.  Seagrave 
became  p:istor  and  continued  until  1874,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  Rev.  William  H.  Cutter,  whose  pastorate 
extended  from  1874  to  1878.  Rev.  William  C.  Wood 
supplied  the  pulpit  from  187S  to  1880,  Rev.  S.  E. 
Lane  from  1881  to  1883,  and  in  January,  1884,  Rev. 
Smith  B.  Goodenow,  the  present  incumbent,  was  set- 
tled. The  present  pastor  of  the  Second  Church,  from 
which  the  Second  Congregational  Trinitarian  Society 
seceded,  is  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Sever. 


An  interesting  incident  in  the  history  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Society  was  the  formation  of  a  mili- 
tary company  within  its  limits  during  the  Revolution, 
and  its  records  contain  the  proceedings  during  tlie  war 
of  "  the  North  Precinct  and  Company  of  Militia." 

Returning  now  to  the  First  Parish,  its  fifth  pastor 
was  Rev.  Samuel  Hill,  a  native  of  Maiden,  and  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  in  the  class  of  1735.  He  was 
ordained  on  the  IGth  of  July,  1740.  During  the 
pastorate  of  Mr.  Hill,  a  new  parsonage  was  built  in 
1749,  and  is  .still  standing,  thougli  not  used  fur  the 
purpose  for  which  it  waa  erected.  After  a  term  uf 
nearly  twelve  years  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Hill  closed, 
and  Rev.  Joseph  Green,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in 
1746,  was  settled  Fob.  21,  1753.  In  1758,  during 
the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Green,  a  new  meeting-liouse  was 
built  on  the  site  of  the  old  one.  In  1759  he  closed 
a  six-years'  ministry,  and  was  succeeded  Sept.  5,  1759, 
by  Rev.  Thomas  Brown,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in 
1752.  Mr.  Brown  terminated  his  ministry  Nov.  1, 
1763,  and  was  followed  by  Rev.  William  Sliaw,  a 
native  of  Bridgewater,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in 
1762,  who  was  ordained  April  2,  1766.  During  the 
pastorate  of  Mr.  Shaw,  a  Baptist  society  was  organ- 
ized in  Marshfield,  a  movement  in  that  direction 
having  begun  in  1773.  In  1734,  however,  Elder 
Elisha  Callendan,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Boston,  baptized  six  persons;  and  in  1736  and 
1748,  still  others  were  baptized  by  Boston  pastors. 
In  1773,  Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  of  Middlcboro',  per- 
formed some  missionary  labors,  and  wrote  in  his 
diary  concerning  his  success  as  follows :  "  Deacon 
Josiah  Eames  and  his  wife,  Thomas  J<]amcs  and 
his  wife,  David  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  liis  wife,  Tbomas 
Joyce  and  his  wife,  and  some  others  seem  not  only 
to  be  convinced  that  the  parish  worship  is  very  cor- 
rupt, but  also  that  the  Baptist  principles  are  right ; 
were  very  thankful  for  my  coming,  and  there  is 
a  hopeful  prospect  of  an  agreeable  society  being 
formed  there."  The  next  year  Rev.  Asa  Hunt, 
of  Middlcboro',  preached  in  Marshfield  for  a  short 
season,  again  in  1781,  and  again  in  1786.  In  178S 
a  Baptist  society  was  formed  at  the  hou.se  of  Jona- 
than Joyce,  now  the  house  of  Howett  Simmons,  and 
a  meeting-house  was  built  in  the  westerly  part  of  the 
town,  and  iu  1798  the  Baptist  religious  society  of 
Marshfield  was  incorporated.  The  constituent  mem- 
bers were  Tlioma3  Joyce,  Lucy  Joyce,  Zenas  Thomas, 
Abigail  Thoma.s,  Ichabod  Sherman,  Rebecca  Cliasc, 
Abigail  Joyce,  Mary  Curtis,  Rachel  Joyce,  Prince 
Hatch,  William  Curtis,  Lydia  Foord,  Zaccheus  Lam- 
bert, and  Vaahti  Bryant.  In  1850  the  meeting-house 
was   remodeled  and   enlarged.     The  old   house   was 
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moved  round  and  back,  an  addition  made  to  its  leur, 
a  spiro  ercL-ted,  and  oocupied  by  a  bull  presonlod  by 
Henry  11.  Glover,  of  15ostun,  and  tlie  new  .stiuelure 
was  dedicated  Jan.  1,  1851,  the  Rev.  \V.  F.  Stub- 
bert,  of  Abin!4ton,  preaehiug  tlie  dedication  sermon 
fioni  P.^alms  Ixxxiv.  1.  In  1SS2  aijont  twelve  acres 
of  land  adjoining  tlie  meetin;j;- bouse  LTOuiids,  with  a 
small  dwellitiji-house,  were  ])urchased  and  given  to 
the  .society  by  one  of  its  members,  and  tlic  next  year 
the  house  was  enlarired  and  rencjvatcd  and  fitted  fur 
a  par.-M)najrc.  In  1826  the  church  voted  to  consider 
itself  as  exi^tina  in  three  branches,  one  worshiping 
in  the  old  mcetiiig-hou.se,  one  in  a  seliouMiouse  in 
Duxbury,  aud  one  in  a  newly-erected  meetinghou.se 
ill  North  MarshCeld.  lu  1833  the  last  branch  be- 
came an  iudependent  society.  In  conse(|Ueuee  of 
this  new  organization  the  old  society  was  greatly 
weakened,  aud  its  members  were  reduced  from  one 
huniired  aud  twenty-eight  members,  in  1829,  to  forty 
nicinbers  in  1837.  Previously  to  this  separation 
several  colonies  had  swarmed  away  from  this  church. 
lu  ISUtJ  seventeeu  members  were  dismissed  to  foriu 
a  Baptist  Church  in  Hanover,  aud  in  1825  nine 
were  dismissed  to  form  the  Baptist  Church  in  Scit- 
uate. 

The  church  has  never  been  favored  with  long  pas- 
torates, and  for  a  cousiderable  portion  of  its  career 
has  depended  on  neighboring  ministers  or  Newton 
students  for  occasional  and  brief  supplies.  The  or- 
dained ministers  who  have  served  the  longest  are 
Joseph  Buttertield,  who  begau  preaching  in  1791  ; 
Barnabas  Perkins,  1803;  Thomas  Coiiant,  1811  ; 
Benjamin  Putnam,  1829  ;  William  W.  Hall,  1831  ; 
E.  G.  Sears,  1839 ;  Samuel  Glover,  1841  ;  A.  E.  Bat- 
telle,  1852;  J.  H.  Seaver,  1855;  S.  Howe,  1856; 
D.  B.  Ford,  186-1;  S.  A.  Cole,  1877;  J.  H.  Wells, 
1879;  J.N.  Studley,  1881.  "Father"  Conant,  as 
he  was  familiarly  called,  served  the  church  in  all 
lucre  than  sixteen  years,  giving  for  the  most  part, 
liowever,  but  tliree-fourihs  of  his  time  to  this  church. 
Four  of  the  above-named  pastors  (Messrs.  Butter- 
field,  Hall,  Battelle,  aud  Cole)  were  ordained  over  the 
church.  In  1812,  on  the  12th  of  April,  the  church 
licensed  one  of  its  members,  after  having  "  improved 
before  the  church,"  to  preach  the  gospel,  the  lately- 
deceased  Dr.  Aaron  Perkins,  whose  remarkable  con- 
version and  success  in  the  ministry  are  narrated  in 
Father  Conaiit's  autobiography. 

The  following  members  have  served  as  deacon.s  of 
the  cliuieh:  Thomas  Joyci;,  appointed  probably  in 
1788  ;  Aaron  Slierman  and  Ebenezer  Sherman,  1812  ; 
William  Eames,  1822;  John  Collamore,  1827; 
Charles  Bailey,  1839  ;   Ambrose  Magouu  aud  Amos 


Slierman,  1852;  Charles  Barstow,  1874;  and  Albert 
Joyce,  1882. 

In  early  times  the  church  had  frequent  occasion 
for  discipliue,  arising  from  the  then  prevalent  habit 
of  drinking.  In  the  beginning  of  Father  Conaiit's 
pastorate  especially,  several  of  the  must  iiillucntial 
membeis  were  excluded  from  the  church  fur  the  '•  too 
i'ree  use  of  spirituous  liquors."  In  lS2o  an  article, 
prepared  by  Dr.  Charles  JMacomber,  Was  added  to  the 
covenant  of  the  church,  pledging  its  membeis  to 
■'  consider  themselves  a  Society  fur  the  suppicssion  ot' 
intemperance  and  other  vices,  and  I'ur  amelioraiiun  of 
the  coudition  of  mankind."  Of  this  society  Christ 
was  considered  as  the  president,  and  the  paatur  was 
made  ex  ojficio  vice-president.  It  is  wortliy,  too,  of 
note,  that  the  covenant  adopted  by  the  cliuich  in 
1788  had  a  clause  in  it  against  '■  spending  time  idly 
at  taverus  and  ale-houses."  In  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance the  church,  now  flourishing  under  the  pastorate 
of  Kev.  J.  N.  Studley,  has  always  from  its  earliest 
organization  been  active  and  efficient. 

The  Second  Baptist  Society,  alluded  to  above, 
built  a  meeting-house  iu  1826,  and  May  8,  1833, 
was  organized  with  forty-nine  members  as  the  North 
Baptist  Church  of  Marshfield.  Of  these  mem- 
bers only  two  are  now  living.  At  the  time  of  the 
organization  S.  llipley  was  ordained  as  pastor,  and 
served  three  years  and  six  months.  Lincoln  Damon, 
Hatch  Tilden,  and  William  Eames  were  chosen 
deacons.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Tilden,  in  1861, 
Nathaniel  Damon  was  chosen  iu  his  place.  E.  G. 
Sears  succeeded  Mr.  Ripley  as  pastor,  and  was  or- 
dained March  20,  1839,  remaining  two  years  in  the 
pastorate.  In  April,  1841,  Mr.  Rijiley  became  pastor 
for  the  second  time,  and  remained  two  years.  Rev.  C. 
T.Tucker  was  ordained  June  14,  1849,  and  remained 
until  November,  1853,  and  was  followed  by  S.  Cutler, 
who  was  pastor  from  April,  1854,  to  August,  1857. 
In  April,  1859,  N.  Chapman  became  pastor,  remain- 
ing two  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  J.  Davis,  who 
began  to  preach  in  April,  1861,  was  ordained  June 
11,  1863,  and  contiuueJ  his  pastorate  live  years  and 
six  months.  Iu  September,  1869,  B.  W.  Gardner 
became  pastor,  and  remained  until  his  death,  July  6^ 
1874,  since  wiiich  time  the  church  has  had  no  settled 
minister,  the  pulpit  having  been  supplied  by  various 
ministers,  among  whom  have  been  O.  L.  Leonard,  II. 
Morrow,  A.  J.  Stevens,  William  P.  Barilett,  and  S. 
P.  Pendleton,  the  last  of  whom  has  the  present  charge. 
During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Shaw  another  society 
was  incorporated  June  9,  1790,  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Court,  which  provided  that  "  Sylvauus  White, 
John    While,  aud    Ephraim  Little,  church  waidcua. 
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and  Noah  HaCuh,  Tliomus  Little,  and  James  Little, 
vifMtijraen,  with  other  proprietors  of  Trinity  Cliurch 
ill  .Mai'slitiold,  be  iiieurporaleil  under  the  nauie  of  the 
Kpi-scopal  Protestant  Society  in  Marshfield."  Trinity 
Church  had  been  an  old  orij;anization,  and  the  act  of 
17U0  provided  really  for  little  more  than  a  chan;;e  of 
name.  This  society  no  longer  worships  within  the 
limits  of  Maishfield  ;  its  church  building  has  been 
disposed  of  and  its  members  are  merged  in  the  Epis- 
cojial  Church  at  Hanover. 

Before  returuing  again  to  the  First  Church  it  will 
be  as  well  to  com[ilete  the  list  of  churches  which  at 
Various  times  have  been  organized  iu  the  town.  Not 
many  years  since,  a  Wesleyan  Metilodi^t  Society  was 
formed  and  built  a  eiiapcl,  whieii,  since  the  disband- 
meiit  of  the  society,  hxs  been  owned  by  the  Agricul- 
tural Society,  and  is  used  by  that  organization  iu  cou- 
nection  with  its  fair  and  general  business.  In  1813 
■J.  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  was  formed,  which 
continued  as  a  branch  of  the  Scituate  jMcthodist  dis- 
trict until  1324,  when  it  erected  a  place  of  worship 
near  the  central  part  of  the  town,  which  iu  1S54  gave 
place  to  the  present  structure.  The  following  is  a 
complete  list  of  the  ministers  who  since  1830  have 
been  connected  with  its  pastorate : 

1S52.  H.  P.  Farrington. 
IS65.  BeDJiunin   K.  Boawortb. 
1857.  Hubert  Gould. 


ISa'J.  Thomas  C.  Pratt. 
ISIiO.  Laivtiiu  Cady. 
1S02.  Fninklin  Soars. 
1SU4.  Josiab  C.  Allen. 
18li«.   BoDJauiin  F.  I'oase. 
1SG7.  Juaepb  C.  CromacU. 
1869.  Charles  S.  Morse. 
IS70.  Nolsua  W.  Cbaao. 
1871.   Benjauiin   K.  Doswortb. 
laiZ.  Jamus  11.  iluiuptaries. 
IS74.  Daniel  M.  Uoi-ers. 
1871).  Jubn  II.  AllcD. 
187'J.  FreJorick  A.  Crafts. 
IS81.  Jubu  F.  Sheffield. 


IS.'itt.   Lewis  JansoD. 
ls:il.  Cliarlcs  U.  McReadiog. 
1S:!J.  Mark  Staples. 
18:!:{.  Ueiijauiiu  Keith. 
1S.!4.  A.  D.  Easterbrook. 
1S:!J.  William  Itamsdell. 
1S:'.7.   Eiiucli  Beadley. 
ISSS.  Elisha  B.  Bradford. 
1S:1'J.  Samuel  Palmer. 
ISll.  lloury  Jlayo. 
\SA'.'t.  l)i:kOii  .Slebbins. 
IS-tl.  William  Leonard. 
1816.  0.  Kubbins. 
184C.   Lozien  Pierco. 
18  IK.  John  B.  Gould. 
1841).  Samuel  Beedle. 
ISju.  Tliomas  D.  Blake. 
1851.  Theodore  B.  Liurne;. 

The  ministry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw  in  the  First 
Church  closed  with  his  death,  July  1,  1816,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-sis  years,  after  fifty  years'  ser- 
vice. It  was  during  his  ministry  that  the  Uni- 
tarian movement  began,  and,  though  periiaps  not  an 
avowed  Unitarian,  his  preaching  and  influence  were 
in  the  direction  of  Unitarfan  views,  and  his  clerical 
associates  were  largely  members  of  tlie  Unitarian 
body.  It  is  undoubtedly  also  true  that  more  liberal 
theological  views  permeated,  under  his  instructions, 
the  minds  of  his  congregation.  It  is  quite  evident 
that  a  decisive  course  of  action,  either  on  the  part  of 
Mr.   Shaw  or  of  his  successor,  would   have   carried 


this  old  church  of  the  Pilgrims  over  the  Orthodox 
line  into  the  newer  faith.  On  the  ^Oth  of  January, 
1817,  Rev.  Martin  Parris,  a  native  of  Halifax,  and  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University  in  171)0,  was  ordained 
as  the  ninth  pastor  of  the  church.  The  character  of 
his  ordination  and  the  theological  coinplexiun  of  its 
participants  attest'the  attitude  of  both  Mr.  Parris 
and  the  people.  Of  the  nine  churches  taking  part  iu 
tiie  ordaining  council,  seven  were  either  then  ur  after- 
Wards  became  Unitarian,  and  only  two  were  Orcliodox. 
Of  the  clergymen  who  took  part  in  the  exercises, 
Zephaniah  Willis,  of  Kingston,  who  preached  the 
sermon,  James  Kendall,  of  Plymouth,  who  made  the 
consecrating  prayer,  John  Allyuc,  of  Duxbury,  whu 
gave  the  charge,  and  Elijah  Leonard,  of  MarshHeld, 
who  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  were  Unitarians, 
and  Neliemiah  Thomas,  who  made  the  introductory 
prayer,  and  Abel  Richmond,  who  made  the  concluding 
prayer,  were  Orthodox.  Neitlierpastor  nor  people,  how- 
ever, long  pursued  this  uncertain  and  doubtful  course. 
The  current  of  the  pastor's  mind  ran  in  harmony  with 
that  of  the  minds  of  his  congregation,  and  the  cur- 
rent of  their  minds  ran  in  harmony  with  his.  Some 
years  before  the  close  of  his  ministry,  which  occurred 
in  163U,  both  pastor  and  people  somewhat  retraced 
their  steps,  and  since  that  time  the  old  church  has 
been  definitely  settled  iu  its  place  as  a  member  ol  the 
orthodox  body.  Mr.  Parris  retired  from  Marshfield 
to  Kingston,  and  there  died,  Nov.  15,  1830,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three. 

Before  the  successor  of  Mr.  Parris  was  selected, 
the  condition  of  the  church  rendered  it  neces.sary  to 
establish  definitely  its  theological  posiliuii.  Twenty 
candidates  were  heard,  some  Unitarian  and  some  Or- 
thodox, but  finally  the  evangelical  elements  of  the 
society  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Seneca  White,  a  native  of 
Sutton  and  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  in  1818, 
was  installed  on  the  8th  of  August,  1838.  Mr. 
White  had  been  previously  settled  seven  years  in 
Bath  and  five  years  in  Wiscasset,  Maine,  and  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  S.  Winslow,  daughter  of  John  and 
granddaughter  of  Dr.  Isaac  Winslow,  of  Marshfield. 
Previous  to  his  settlement  the  present  house  of  wor- 
ship was  erected,  and  the  dedicatory  and  installing 
services  were  mingled.  The  names  of  the  clergymen 
who  took  part  on  the  occasion — Lucius  Aldeo,  Rich- 
ard S.  Storrs,  Elijah  Dexter,  Martin  Parris,  Martin 
Moore,  Paul  Couch,  and  E.  G.  Howe — suggest  the 
evangelical  stand  the  church  had  now  determined  to 
take.  The  ministry  of  Mr.  White,  tllou^h  useful, 
was  short,  and  terminated  on  the  1st  of  May,  1817. 
After  his  retirement,  necessitated  by  protracted  ill 
health,  he  lived  for  u  time  iu   Marshfield,  and  after- 
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ward.-i  in  Aiuhcrsc,  N.  H.      Ik-  died  in  tlie  latter  place  ' 
Jan.   11,  1S65,  and   was   buried   in  the  "old   burial- 
ground"  in   the  furmer,  among  the  graves  of  the  an- 
cestors of  his  wife. 

The  eleventh  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Aiden,  a  native  of  Randolph  and  a  graduate  of  Am-  j 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 

REV.  GEORGE    LEON.^UD. 
Rev.   George    Leonard    is   a   lineal    descendant    of 
.James  Leonard,  one  of    two   brothers  wlio  came  to 
herst  College  in    1839,  was  installed  Oct.  30,  IBoO,  i  ^'"'-'■■''^^  '"  *■'"-■  early  days  of  the  colony  from    I'on- 
and  still,  in   the  full  vigor  of  middle  life,  is  courage-  I  ^yP°°^'  County   of  Monmouth,  Wales.     This   James 
oubly  bearing  the  burdens  and  faithfully  performi")g  '  ^^°"^'''l   ^as    connected    with    the    first   iron    forges 
the  duties  of  his  ministry.     He  may  well  be  proud  |  •^'''^"«="^   '"  America.     Both   in   Europe  and  Amcricu 
of  his  connection  with  a  church  whose  fountain   and  |  '''"^   Leonards  have  for  centuries  been  prominent  in 
current  have  been  such   marked  features  in  the  life  j  ^''"  "'°"  business,  and   they  were  interested  in  most, 
of  the  Old  Colony,  and  the  church  may  congratulate  '  '*    °"'  ^"'  "^  ''"^  iron-works  established   in   America 
itself  that,  at  the  end  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  j  '^"'"'"S  '''«  first  century  of  its  civilization, 
its  dignity  is  sustained  and   its  prosperity  and   future  '    ^  ^'"^  family  are  descended  through  two  lines   fnjni 
welfare  are  kept  constantly  at  heart  by  one  so  worthy  ,  ^'^^''■"^'l  ^^^-  ^^  England,  through  two  of  his  sons,— 
of  a  place  in  the  line  of  its  ministry.  1  '^^^^    °^  Gaunt,   Duke    of   Lancaster,   and    Tiiomas 

Before  closing  this  sketch  it  is  only  necessary  to  '  ^''''"'asenet,  Duke  of  Gloucester.  In  America  many 
add  such  statistics  as  shall  give  a  general  idea  of  the  i  '^^  ''"''  '"^'^bers  have  risen  to  prominence  in  various 
town  and  the  occupations  of  its  people.     In  1776  tlie     ""'"'^  '°  ''''^'  ""'^  ''"^>'  ''^^^  "'^''-''^   *""'■  t'"-""  ''■^'nlvness. 


population  of  Marshfield  was  1157,  in  1855  it  w;ls 
1876,  in  1865  it  was  1809,  and  by  the  last  State  cen- 
sus, 1817,  divided  into  473  families,  occupying  423 
dwellings,  while  123  dwellings  were  unoccupied.  Of 
this  population  522  were  born  out  of  town,  33  were 
engaged  in  government  and  professional  work,  532  in 
domestic  labors,  77  in  trade  and  transportation,  216 
in  agriculture  and  fishing,  313  in  manufactures  and 
mechanical  work,  4  were  ministers,  2  physicians,  2 
teachers,  7  clerks,  6  were  in  express  business,  2  were 
master  mariners,  12  were  sailors,  37  merchants,  1G5 
farmers,  9  blacksmiths,  15  bootmakers,  54  carpenters, 
7  painters,  114  shoemakers,  14  ship-carpenters. 

Within  the  last  few  years  the  prosperity  of  the 
town  has  been  somewhat  enhanced  by  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railroad  connecting  it  with  Boston  and 
Plymouth  and  by  the  settlement  of  summer  residents 
which  has  been  gi-aduaJly  estending  along  its  shores. 
To  the  former  enterprise  the  town,  in  its  corporate 
capacity,  subscribed  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  and 
afterwards  sold  its  interest  in  tlie  road  to  the  Old 
Colony  and  Newport  Railroad  corporation  for  the 
sum   of  five  thousand  dollars.     For  the  extin"uish- 


honesty,  unpretentious  lives,  and  their  hatred  of  all 
shams  and  hypocrisies.     James  Leonard  and  his  =uiis 
often  traded  with  the  Indians,  and  were  on  such  good 
terms  with  them  that  when  war  broke  out  King  Philip 
gave  special  instructions  to  his  men  "  never  to   hurt 
the  Leonards."     Thomas^  the  son  of  James',  came 
to  this  country  with  his  father  when  a  small  boy,  and 
worked  with  him  in  the  forge.      He  was  a  pliysieiaii, 
deacon,  justice  of  the  peace,  major,   town   clerk,  and 
at  one  time  (1702-13)  judge  of  the  Court  uf  Com- 
mon Pleas.      His  fourth  son  was  Deacon  Samuel,  who 
was  a  man  of  distinguished  piety,  and  held  the  oUices 
ofdeacon,  captain,  and  justice  of  peace.   Deacon  Elijah 
was   his  son,  and  resided  at  Rayuham,  near  the  old 
forge.     This  Elijah   was   the   father  of  Rev.  Klijah 
Leonard,  who  graduated  at  Yale  College  ( 1783),  and 
married.  May  13,  1792,  Molly   Wales   Fobcs,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Dr.  Fobes,  and  settled  in  the  ministry  at 
Marshfield,  where  he  was  in  active  service  forty-five 
years,  and  where  he  resided  till  his  death.      He  was 
succeeded   in   the   ministry  by  his  son,  Uuv.  Geor-u 
Leonard,    whose    portrait    appears    in    this    volume. 
The  following  sketch  of  Rev.  George  Leonard  is  from 
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tarily  the  charge  of  his  parish,  and  withdrew  from  regular 
)irul'usdiuniil  wurk,  although  he  at  times  preached  iu  his  old 
puljiil.  assisted  bis  biotlicr  iiiioi.^ters,  and  till  his  death  per- 
luiiiitid  Uiucb  pastoral  work  in  the  parish.  It  was  his  custom 
at  ll»c  beginning  of  each  new  year  to  preach  a  sermon  to  his 
former  parishioners,  in  which  lie  reminded  them  of  the  events 
and  change  of  the  last  year,  sought  to  impress  on  their  minds 
the  importance  of  s)*lritual  realities,  and  exhort  them  to  piety 
and  virtue.  Some  of  these  discourses  he  had  printed.  His 
father's  miitistry  of  forty-tive  years,  added  to  his  of  twenty- 
iivo,  make  seventy  years  as  the  length  of  the  pastorate  of  the 
fatlicr  and  son. 

"  Mr.  Leonard  liad  cleurly-delined  iind  lirmly-lixcd  religious 
convictions,  which  he  was  ready  to  express  and  defend  on  every 
proper  occasion.  He  was  a  strong  Unitarian,  a  liheral  Chris- 
tian of  the  old  school,  lie  bad  no  taste  for  metaphysics,  for 
ratlical  criticism,  or  for  theological  speculations,  lie  listened 
with  patience  and  candor  to  statements  essentially  opposed  to 
his  views  of  truth  when  presented  in  a  reverent  and  sincere 
way,  hut  anything  like  llippancy,  irreverence,  or  intolerance  in 
the  treatuient  of  what  were  to  him  sacred  suhjccts  gave  him  real 
pain  and  called  forth  his  indignant  protest.  Having  formed 
his  opinions  of  religious  truth  in  the  Divinity  School,  under  Che 
iuslructivn  of  the  elder  Henry  Ware,  D.D.,and  Andrews  Norton, 
and  from  the  preaching  and  writings  of  Channing,  and  of 
leaders  in  liberal  religious  thought  of  that  time,  they  fully  met 
and  satisfied  his  inlelleclual  and  sgiiritual  needs.  He  accepted 
them  as  the  working  forces  of  his  ministry  and  of  his  life. 
And  they  never  failed  him.  He  found  them  suUicient  for  all 
spiiitual  needs  iu  his  pastoral  ministrations,  and  in  his  own 
heavy  personal  afflictions  and  bereavements  they  were  to  him 
a  suttieient  ground  for  trust,  faith,  submission,  and  resigna- 
tion. 

"  And  in  the  religious  views  which  he  had  embraced  he  found 
all  that  was  needful  for  practical  morality.  While  in  his  preach- 
ing and  in  his  life  he  (aught  and  enforced  all  the  common  vir- 
tues, and  showed  his  detestation  of  all  forms  of  moral  evil,  he 
was  in  strong  sympathy  with  progress  in  morality,  if  not  in 
theological  speculations,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  the  anti- 
slaveiy  movement,  in  the  temperance  reform,  in  the  cause  of 
education,  and  in  the  attempts  to  withstand  the  tide  of  political 
corruption. 

"Those  who  knew  him  will  long  remember  his  rapid  utter- 
ance, his  short,  direct,  unadorned,  often  quaint  sentences,  his 
practical  way  of  viewing  and  of  speaking  of  all  things,  his 
humility,  his  friendly  feeling,  the  coutidence  which  he  inspired, 
and  his  interest  in  every  good  cause. 

'*  Uut  as  bo  advanced  iu  years  be  felt  that  the  time  of  bis 
departure  was  drawing  near,  and  with  Arm  faith  and  uheerful 
hope  he  waited  patiently  for  the  change  to  come. 

"  In  a  letter  to  his  son,  written  on  his  eightieth  birthday,  he 
wrote:  'I  am  this  day  eighty  years  old;  I  have  arrived  to  the 
longest  period  laid  down  in  the  Bible  as  the  age  of  man. 
There  is  but  little  for  me  to  look  forward  to  in  this  world.  I 
hope  for  a  better  world  to  come.  I  have  been  favored  beyond 
the  great  majority  of  mankind  with  long  life,  and  for  this  bless- 
ing I  have  reason  to  be  thankful  to  a  kind  Providence.'  After 
some  reminiscences  of  his  past  life  and  a  specification  of  'the 
blessings  which  God,  in  bis  goodnes.',  hod  given  him,'  he  con- 
tinued: 'And  now,  on  my  eightieth  birthday,  I  can  say  that  I 
was  scarcely  ever  sick  in  my  life.  I  have  no  lameness,  no 
rheumatism,  no  trembling  in  my  limbs,  and  I  never  walk  with 
a  cane.  I  attribute  my  good  health  and  long  life  to  two  causes, 
namely,  wholesome  exercise  and  abstinence  from  the  uso  of 
rum  and  tobacco.  I  consider  the  use  of  rum' — by  this  he 
meant  to  include  other  intoxicating  drinks — '  as  a  beverage  as 
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the   greatest  curse   in  our   laud.     Kvery  friend  of  humanity 
should  discourage  the  use  of  it.' 

"Then,  after  having  referred  to  the  multitudes  of  his  friends 
and  acquaintances  who  had  passed  on  before  him,  he  thus 
closed  his  letter:  'My  remaining  time  in  this  worlil  must  be 
short,  and  when  I  am  called  to  my  long  home  I  hope  to  join 
the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first-born,  which  arc 
written  in  heaven.' 

"  And  so  we  trust  the  hope  of  our  brother  is  realized.  His 
life  was  a  connecting-link  between  the  past  and  the  jtrescut. 
In  him  were  joined  the  simple  faith,  the  sincere  piety,  and  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  humbler  duties  of  the  ministerial 
office  of  the  old-fashioned  New  England  pastor,  with  the  'en- 
thusiasm for  humanity'  and  the  spirit  of  reform  which  arc 
more  characteristic  of  the  present  age." 

Kuv.  George  Leonard  was  born  May  2lj,  ISOl. 
He  married,  Oct.  24,  1830,  Charlotte  E.  Waslibuiu, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Oliver  Wa.'ihburn,  of  11  ijuliaui, 
and  cousin  to  the  distinguished  Governors  and  con- 
gressmen,— Israel,  Governor  of  Maine,  Elihu  13., 
congressman  and  afterwards  minister  to  France,  etc. 

They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  but  two  are 
living, — Eev.  Otis  L.  Leonard,  a  Baptist  evangelist 
minister,  and  Sarah  E.,  first  assistant  teacher  in 
Harvard  Grammar  School,  Charlestowii,  Mass.  Mrs. 
Leonard  is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Marshfield. 


SAMUEL    HALL. 

Samuel  Hall  wa.s  born  in  Marshfield,  JIass.,  April 
23,  1800.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Adam  Hull', 
who  came  to  America  early  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
married  (1725)  Sarah  Sherman,  a  granddaughter  of 
Peregrine  White,  and  settled  iu  Marshfield,  near 
Peregrine  White's  residence.  Their  children  were 
William  (1726),  Thomas  (1728),  Adam  (1720),  Jo- 
seph (1733),  Sarah  (1735),  Mercy  (1730),  and  Levi 
(174-1),  Adam',  married  Keziah,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Sarah  (Rogers)  Ford  (1752).  Tliey  had 
Adam  (1757),  Mercy  (1759,  married  Andrew  Keen 
and  Peregrine  White),  Susanna  (1701),  Keziah 
(1764,  married  Proctor  Sampson),  Luke  (1767), 
Samuel  (1770),  William  (1776).  Samuel  Hall  was 
captain  of  the  packet-ship  "  Dolphin,"  which  plied 
on  North  River,  He  died  1806.  His  son,  Luke, 
also  a  sea-captain,  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Barnard 
and  Experience  Tuels.  Their  children  were  Luke, 
William,  and  Samuel, 

Samuel  Hall  bad  such  education  as  he  could  obtain 
during  his  early  boyhood  days,  at  the  scliools  of  his 
native  town.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  a  voy- 
age with  his  father  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  Returning  to 
New  York  on  the  same  voyage,  both  his  futiier  and 
himself  were  stricken  with  yellow  fever.     His  father 
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(lied  June  28,  1815,  and  was  buried  on  Siuteo  Ifilund. 
He,  Samuel,  returned  to  MarshfielJ.  A  few  years 
later  he  was  apprenticed  to  Deacon  Barstow,  of  Han- 
over, to  learn  ship-building.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  started,  with  twenty-five  cents  and  a  broadaxe,  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  Medford,  literally  to  hew  \\\a  way 
in  the  world.  After  working  there  a  few  years,  he, 
with  several  other  men,  went  to  Camdeu,  Me.,  and 
built  a  vessel.  Returning  to  Marshfield,  he,  in  company 
with  his  two  brothers,  Luke  and  William,  engaged 
in  ship-building  at  White's  Ferry,  on  North  River. 
After  some  time  he  went  to  Duxbury,  ajid,  in  the 
employ  of  Ezra  Westou,  euutinued  building  ves»el.s. 
lu  1837  he  left  Mr.  Weston's  employ  and  engaged 
in  ship-building  for  himself  at  Duxbury.  The  strin- 
gency in  the  tiuancial  world  at  that  period  soon  forced 
him  to  discontinue  business  at  Duxbury,  however. 

In  1839  he  cuuie  to  East  Boston.  Ship-buiidiug 
there,  as  elsewhere  at  that  time,  was  at  u  complete 
standstill.  Mr.  Hall  went  to  work  euergetically  and 
hopefully,  however,  and  after  many  vicissitudes, 
eventually  succeeded  in  establishing  both  his  trade 
and  himself  on  a  firm  basis,  and  ship-building  subse- 
quently became,  under  his  supervision,  one  of  the 
chief  industries  of  East  Boston.  In  April,  1839, 
he  commenced  a  yard,  and  in  May  he  laid  the  keel 
of  the  "  Akbar,"  the  second  ship  ever  built  in  East 
Boston.  She  was  launched  on  the  8th  of  October  of 
that  year,  and  from  that  time  forward  Mr.  Hall's  i 
business  and  reputation  took  an  upward  tendency, 
and  continued  to  increase  until  his  business  became 
one  of  the  largest  in  his  line  in  America,  and  his 
reputation  second  to  none.  He  coutinued  the  busi- 
ness at  East  Boston  till  his  death,  and  built  in  all 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy  large  merchant  ves- 
sels, and  some  of  his  vessels  now  afloat  are  among 
the  finest  specimens  of  American  naval  architecture. 
He  was  the  builder  of  the  famous  clipper  ship  ''  Sur- 
prise," which  sailed  to  San  Francisco,  sixteen  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eight  miles,  in  ninety-six 
days,  the  quickest  voyage  on  record.  She  carried  a 
cargo  of  eighteen  hundred  tons,  valued  at  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Her  greatest  run  was  two 
hundred  and  eighty-four  miles  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  she  reefed  her  topsails  but  twice  during  the  en- 
tire voyage.  Mr.  Hall  was  not  only  a  builder  of 
ships,  but  he  was  interested  iu  various  navigation  \ 
enterprises  which  tended  to  increase  the  commerce  of  i 
Boston.  He  was  successful  in  the  accumulation  of 
money,  and  judicious  and  public-spirited  in  its  dis- 
pen.sation.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  substantial 
leading  men  of  his  day  in  the  city,  and  was  honored 
by  hib  fellow-citizeus  with   many  offices  and  positions 


!  of  trust.     During  his  residence  in    East  Bo.itou  he 
j  served  as  alderman  many  years,  and  was  at  different 
i  times   a   member  of   the   Legislature    from    Boston. 
i  He  also  served  one  term  from  Marshfield.      He  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Ald.ermeu  in  1850,  and  was 
'  most   active   and  persistent  in   urging  the  claims  of 
'  the  East  Bostonians  to  the  use  of  Cocliituate  water, 
I  and  it  was  chiefly  through   his  earnest  endeavors   lo 
that  end  that  it  was  finally  introduced  to  East  Boatoii. 
The  citizens  of  the  Island  acknowledged  their  obliga- 
tions   to    him  by  presenting    him   with    a    beautiful 
service  of  silver    plate,   consisting  of   eleven  pieces, 
valued  at  one  thousand  dollars.      Upon  each  was  the 
following  inscription  : 

"  Presented  to  Sumuel  UaW,  Et^q.,  Juouary,  J  Hoi,  fur  bid  un- 
wearied and  suceedsful  etfurtd  in  urgiug  tbo  cluiiiid  of  Kuril 
liobton  lo  the  Cocbituule  Water." 

Upon  the  iucorporatiou  of  the  Dry  Dock  Company 
( 1847),  Mr.  Hall  was  elected  president,  and  continued 
to  fill  that  position  for  some  years.  He  was  president 
of  the  East  Boston  Ferry  Company  Irom  its  organiza- 
tion, in  1852,  for  many  years,  until  it  was  bought  by 
the  city  of  Boston.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
Maverick  National  Bank  from  its  incorpoiation  till 
his  death.  During  his  term  in  the  Legislature  from 
Marshfield  (1867)  he  was  largely  instrumental  in 
obtaining  the  railroad  from  Cohasset  to  Duxbury, 
through  his  native  town. 

He  was  a  constant  attendant  at  the  orthodox 
church,  but  made  little  di:^play  as  a  religious  man, 
although  his  liberal  donations  to  the  poor,  to  which 
many  can  bear  undoubted  testimony,  and  his  sound 
principles  of  honor  and  integrity,  by  which  the  actions 
of  his  life  were  guided,  prove  him  to  have  been  a  man 
of  noble  and  generous  nature  and  lofty  impulses. 

In  his  domestic  relations  he  was  most  liuppy,  and 
the  geniality  and  gentleness  of  his  disposition  made 
every  one  feel  perfectly  at  ease  in  his  society.  He 
was  twice  married,  first,  to  Christiana  Kent,  who 
died  leaving  no  children  ;  and,  second,  to  Iluldah  U. 
Sherman,  by  whom  he  had  Huldah,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Samuel  (1833),  married  Harriet  A.  Lovojoy ; 
^Valter  Scott  (1834),  married  Mary  Gregory;  iMarcia 
( IS36),  married  George  W.  Emery,  Governor  of  Utah  ; 
Anna  Tuels,  Huldah  Augusta,  and  Amanda  White, 
the  last  three  died  young;  and  Hattie  G.  (1853j, 
married  William  A.  Rogers. 

Mr.  Hall  died  Nov.  13,  1870,  having  completed 
threescore  years  and  ten  of  an  active  and  eruiiieiitly 
useful  life. 
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CHANDLER   SAMPSON. 

The  first  ancestor  of  the  Sampson  family  in 
America  was  Henry  Sampson  (spelled  in  the  early 
records  Samson),  who  came  in  the  "  Mayflower,"  in 
1620.  He  was  a  youth  at  the  time  of  his  immigra- 
tion, and  came  as  a  member  of  the  family  of  his 
uncle,  Edward  Tilley.  He  was  one  of  the  early  set" 
tiers  of  Duxbury,  a»d  married,  Feb.  6,  1635/6,  Ann 
Plummer,  who  bore  him  several  children,  of  whom 
Caleb  was  one.  This  Caleb  married  Mercy,  d.iughter 
of  Alexander,  and  granddaughter  of  the  renowned 
Capt.  Miles  Standish.  The  mother  of  Mercy  was 
Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Alden.  Although  the 
records  of  this  period  are  very  incomplete,  yet  vari- 
ous circumstances  point  so  strongly  to  the  conclusion 
that  all  historians  have  assumed  that  this  Caleb 
Sampson  had,  among  other  children,  a  son  named 
Caleb.  It  ia  known  that  be  had  two  daughters,  and 
there  is  in  some  of  his  papers  or  documents  mention 
made  of  a  son  Caleb.  This  second  Caleb  married, 
first,  Rebecca  Stanford,  and,  second,  Mehitabel  Ford. 
He  died  1750.  One  of  his  sons,  Paul,  was  the  first 
of  the  family  who  came  to  Marshfield,  1774.  He 
married  a  twin  daughter  of  Philip  and  Rebecca 
(Phillips)  Chandler.  She  was  probably  descended 
from  John  Phillips,  a  pioneer  of  Marshfield.  Her 
name  was  Esther.  They  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  Chandler  was  eighth.  He  was  born  July  10, 
1768 ;  married,  March  6,  1795,  Nancy,  daughter  of 
Nathan  Thomas,  of  Marshfield;  she  died  1821. 
Their  children  were  Esther  C.,born  1796,  died  1884; 
Sarah  B.,  born  1798,  married  Marshall  Bessey,  died 
1884;  Nancy,  born  1805,  married  Asa  Waterman, 
and  at  this  writing  (1884)  is  still  living;  Martha, 
born  1807,  married  Calvin  S.  Magoun,  died  1883; 
Eliza,  born  1809,  married  Luther  Magoun,  still 
living;  Calvin,  born  1812,  married  Hannah  Harlow, 
died  1868. 

Chandler  Sampson  hud  very  limited  advantages 
for  an  education  ;  his  facilities  in  that  direction  were 
limited  to  the  very  primitive  schools  of  his  native 
town,  which  at  that  early  day  were  poor  indeed. 
He  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  until  he  attained  his 
sixteenth  year,  when  he  learned  carpentering  of  his 
brother,  Luther.  This  trade  he  followed  several 
years,  first  at  the  bench  and  afterwards  as  builder 
and  contractor.  By  industry  and  economy  he  ac- 
cumulated some  money,  which  he  invested  in  land, 
and,  abandoning  the  carpenter's  trade,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  agriculture,  aud  also  to  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  various  official  positions  in  which  he 
was  placed  by  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  was  not 
ambitious  for  the  honors  of  oflice,  and  never  sought 


public   position,  but  his   unquestiont^   integrity   of 
character  and  very  remarkable  executive  ability  led 
his  neighboi'S  to  place  him   in   charge   of  the  public 
interests  of  the  town  in  various  capacities.      He  also 
did  much  probate  business,  settled  numerous  estates, 
and  looked  after  the  interests  and  welfare  of  a  great 
many  orphan  children.     During  all  the  years  of  his 
life,  from   early  manhood   to   the  close  of  his   active 
business  career,  he  was  in   some  capacity  a  public 
man  in  town  affairs.      He  was  a  man  who  would  have 
figured  as  a  prominent  character  in  public  or  businesn 
life  had  his    early  education  been  more  liberal  and 
had  his   inclinations   led  him  in  that  channel.     He 
was  one  of  the  most  active,  earnest,  and  useful  men 
of  his  day  in  Marshfield.     Of  superior  moral  and  in- 
tellectual  tastes,  clear  perception,   and  sound  judg- 
ment, his  counsel  and  advice  were  much  sought.     He 
was  prosperous  in  his  business  affairs,  and  eminently 
just  in  his  dealings.     He  was  a  liberal  supporter  of 
the  gospel,  and  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  re- 
spected men   of  his  town.     His  religion  was  to  do 
good  and    be  good,    and   while  he   never  connected 
himself  with  any  church,  yet  he  took   the   Bible  as 
the  guide  of  his  life,  and  particularly  during  the  lat- 
ter years  of  his  life  he  derived  great   plea-sure   from 
its  perusal.     He  was  a  stockholder  and  one  of  the 
directors  of  a  cotton- factory  established  in  Marshfield 
about  1810,  one  of  the  first  industries  of  its  kind  in 
this  section  of  country.      Mrs.  Sampson   died  July 
15,  1821.     Mr.  Sampson  married,  as  his  second  wife, 
Lydia,  widow  of  Elisha  Ford,   October,  1822 ;  she 
died    1834.      Mr.    Sampson    died    Aug.    29,    1S50, 
having  attained  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two. 


ASA    WATERMAN. 

Asa  Waterman  was  descended  in  a  direct  line  from 
Robert  Waterman,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Marsh- 
field. This  Robert  married  Elizabeth  Bourn  (1638). 
One  of  his  sons,  Thomas,  was  one  of  the  thirty-five 
who  purchased  and  settled  the  town  of  Norwich, 
Conn.  Joseph,  the  third  sou,  resided  at  the  ances- 
tral home  on  Marshfield  Neck.  He  married  Sarah 
Snow,  daughter  of  hb  guardian,  Anthony  Snow. 
Joseph  was  a  minor  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death, 
and  Anthony  Snow  was  appointed  guardian  for  the 
children.  They  had,  among  other  children,  Capt. 
Anthony,  born  1684,  who  became  a  prominent  man 
in  the  community.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Seth  Arnold,  and  granddaughter  of  Ilcv.  Samuel 
Arnold,  the  second  minister  of  the  First  Church  of 
Marshfield.     They  had  four  children  ;  the  eldest  was 
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Thomas,  born  1710  ;  he  married  Abiijail,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Israel  Tliomas.  They  had  eif^ht  children,  of 
whom  Asa  was  seventh.  Asa  married,  first,  Anna 
Din^loy,  wlio  died  witliout  issue,  and,  second,  Rutli 
Little,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Baker)  Little. 
They  had  tliree  children,  Asa  being  the  third. 

Ata  Waterman  was  born  Feb.  4,  1800.  His  early 
life  Was  tpcut  in  tilling  the  ancestral  acres,  and  when 
he  grew  up  to  manhood  he  chose  farming  as  his  life- 
work.  His  fatlier  died  when  he  was  but  seven  years 
of  age,  and  he,  being  the  onlj-  son,  was  early  taught 
to  labor,  and  so  had  but  little  schooling.  His  life  was 
spent  at  the  homestead  of  his  biith,  which  was  adja- 
cent to  the  old  Waterman  place,  where  his  ancestors 
had  lived  for  generations.  He  was  a  quiet,  unobtru- 
sive man,  never  seeking  office  or  public  place.  The 
only  official  position  he  held  was  captain  of  a  military 
company.  He  married,  Nov.  2,  182S,  Nancy,  daugh- 
ter of  Chandler  Sampson.  They  had  but  one  child, 
a  son,  Asa  Granville,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Waterman  died  May  lU,  18G3.  Of  his  char- 
acter, llev.  Ebenezcr  Alden,  who  was  his  pastor  for 


many  years,  says,  "  Capt.  Asa  Waterman,  as  he  was 
commonly  called,  by  his  military  title,  was  of  Pilgrim 
ancestry,  and  was  a  worthy  representative  of  tli.it 
lineage.  His  character  and  habits  exhibited  the  in- 
dustry, frugality,  honesty,  and  uprightness  which  are 
the  natural  result  of  the  moral  and  religious  influ- 
ences which  surrounded  him  in  early  life.  Ho  was 
one  of  the  better  class  of  yeomaiTry,  who  give  stabil- 
ity to  the  liberty  and  prosperity  of  a  community.  Ho 
expected  thoroughness  and  fidelity  of  others,  and  was 
equally  punctual  in  meeting  obligations  resting  on  him- 
self His  residence  was  on  the  site  early  occupied  by 
Kenelm  Winslow,  beautiful  in  itself  and  interesting 
from  its  history.  Favored  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  property,  he  did  good  with  it  while 
living,  and  showed  his  desire  to  promote  the  religious 
welfiire  of  coming  generations  by  leaving  a  legacy  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  the  First  Parish,  of  which 
he  was  an  active  member,  and  where  he  had  been  a 
life-long  worshiper.  In  his  last  days  he  passed  tlirough 
a  deeper  spiritual  experience,  and  died  with  humble 
faith  in  his  Redeemer." 
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Mu3.  Susanna  Rowson  (1761-1824),  a  prolific 
and,  ia  her  day,  a  somewhat  successful  writer,  in  her 
novel  entitled  "  Rebecca,"  used  the  following  lan- 
guage :  "  On  the  left  hand  of  Boston  harbour  is  a 

beautiful  little  peninsula,  called  N .     It  consists 

of  two  gradually-rising  hills,  beautifully  diversified 
with  orchards,  corn-fields,  and  pasture- land.  In  the 
valley  is  built  a  little  village,  consisting  of  about  fifty 
houses,  the  inhabitants  of  which  could  just  make  a 
shift  to  decently  support  a  minister,  who  on  a  Sunday 
ascended  the  pulpit  in  a  rustic  temple,  situated  by  the 
side  of  a  piece  of  water,  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the 
village,  and  taught,  to  the  utmost  of  his  abilities,  the 
true  principles  of  Christianity.  The  neck  of  land 
that  joins  this  peninsula  to  the  main  is  extremely 
narrow,  and,  iudeed,  is  sometimes  almost  overflowed 
by  the  tide.  On  one  side  it  forms  a  charming,  pic- 
turesque harbour,  in  which  are  a  variety  of  small  but 
delightfully  fertile  islands,  and  on  the  other  it  is 
washed  by  the  ocean,  to  which  it  lays  open."  This 
is  said  to  be  a  correct  portrayal  of  the  village  of  Hull, 
as  it  appeared  previous  to  the  Revolution.  The  first 
building  in  Nantasket  (or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called, 
Natasco,  Nantasco,  and  Nantaacot)  was  erected  by  the 
Plymouth  people,  according  to  Prince,  "  to  accommo- 
date their  trade  with  the  Massachusetts,"  as  early  as, 
or  before,  the  year  162-i.  This  was,  doubtless,  a  mere 
storehouse. 

Authorities  differ  as  to  whether  Nantasket  waa  set- 
tled in  1624  or  in  1625,  though  the  bulk  of  the  tes- 
timony appears  to  favor  the  former  date.  The  first 
comers  to  the  peninsula  were  John  Oldham,  John 
Lyfurd,  and  Roger  Conant.  The  former  "  was  ex- 
pelled from  Plymouth  Colony  for  seditious  practices.'" 
He  "  was  a  bold  and  enterprising  man,  strongly  preju- 
diced against  the  rigid  church  discipline  of  Piymoutli, 
and  not  much  inclined  to  respect  the  territorial  rights 
of  the  colonists.  He  was  in  high  esteem  among  the 
natives,  and  afterwards  secured  the  friendship  of  the 
people  of  New  England.  His  murder  by  the  Block 
Island  Indians  was  a  principal  incitement  to  the  famous 


Pequot  war."  Regarding  Lyford,  "  a  minister,"  who 
came  to  Plymouth  Colony  from  England  in  1624, 
Morton  remarks  as  follows  in  his  "  New  England's 
Memoriall"  : 

"  The  aforesaid  John  Lyford,  when  he  first  came 
on  shore,  saluted  them  of  the  Plantation  of  Plimouth 
with  that  reverence  and  humility  as  is  seldom  to  be 
seen ;  and  indeed  made  them  ashamed,  he  so  bowed 
and  cringed  unto  them,  and  would  have  kissed  their 
hands  if  they  would  have  suffered  him  ;  yea,  he  wept 
and  shed  many  tears,  blessing  God  that  had  brought 
him  to  see  their  faces,  and  admiring  the  things  they 
had  done  in  their  wants,  as  if  he  had  been  made  all 
of  love,  and  the  humblest  person  in  the  World,  but 
in  the  end  proved  more  like  those  mentioned  by  the 
Psalmist  (Ps.  x.  10),  that  crouched  and  bowed,  that 
heaps  of  the  poor  may  fall  by  them  ;  or  like  unto  dis- 
sembling Ishmael,  who,  when  he  had  slain  Gedaliah, 
went  out  weeping  (Jer.  xli.  6),  and  met  those  that 
were  coming  to  offer  Incense  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  saying.  Come  to  Gedaliah,  when  he  meant  to 
slay  them.  They  gave  him  the  best  entertainment 
they  could,  in  all  simplicity;  and  as  their  Governor 
had  used  in  all  weighty  affairs  to  consult  with  their 
Elder,  Mr.  Brewster,  together  with  his  Assistants,  so 
now  he  called  Mr.  Lyford  also  on  such  like  o.cca- 
siona ;  after  some  short  time  he  desired  to  joyn  him- 
self a  member  to  their  Church,  and  was  accordingly 
received;  he  made  a  large  Confession  of  his  Faith, 
and  an  acknowledgment  of  his  former  disorderly 
walking  and  his  being  intangled  with  many  Corrup- 
tions, which  had  been  a  burden  to  his  Conscience, 
and  blessed  God  for  this  opportunity  of  freedom  and 
liberty,  with  many  more  such  like  expressions." 
Falling  in,  shortly  after,  with  Oldlium,  they  "  grew 
very  perverse,  and  shewed  a  spirit  of  great  malignity, 
drawing  as  many  into  a  faction  as  they  could  ;  were 
they  never  so  vile  or  prophane,  they  did  nourish  and 
abet  them  in  all  their  doings,  so  they  would  but 
cleave  to  them  and  speak  against  the  cliurcli,"  the 

result  of  it  all  being,  as  related  circumstantiuUy  aud 
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•At  considerable  length   by   Morton,  that   they   were 
expelled  from  the  colony. 

Mr.  Couant  is  described  as  "  a  pious,  sober,  and 
prudent  gentlemau,  a  man  of  great  worth."  Says 
Lincoln,  "  We  do  not  know  who  the  associates  of 
these  persons  were,  nor  have  we  any  means  of  ascer- 
taining. The  town  records  do  not  extend  back  so 
far.  We  are  inclined  to  suppose,  however,  that  they 
were  possessed  of  a  respectable  property,  for  in  Brad- 
ford (L  His.  Coll.  iii.  63)  there  is  an  account  of  an 
apportionment  of  the  charges  of  the  expedition  to 
Merry  Mount  in  1628,  to  arrest  Morton,  from  which 
it  would  seem  that  '  Natascot'  was  theu  of  consider- 
able importance."     The  assessment  was  as  follows  : 

From  Plymouth 2  lU 

"      Naumkeuk 1  lU 

*'       Padcataquack 2  10 

"      Mr.  Jett'rey  and  Mr.  Buralem 2  OU 

"      Natascot 1  10 

"      Mrs.  Thomson 0  15 

"       Mr.  Blackston 0  12 

"      Edward  Hilton 1  00 

12     07 

"  The  population  of  Nantasket,"  continues  Lin- 
coln, •'  during  the  first  years  of  its  settlement,  was 
probably  very  fluctuating.  It  was  a  convenient  stop- 
ping-pluce  for  many  of  the  first  adventurers,  who  re- 
mained no  longer  than  to  obtain  time  to  explore  the 
bay  and  country  for  a  place  of  settlement  more  favor- 
able to  agricultural  pursuits,  for  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  Nantasket  was  a  fishing  village,  and  the 
beautiful  eminences  of  Strawberry,  Sagamore,  Aider- 
ton,  and  Nantasket  Hills,  as  well  as  the  extended 
plains  which  lie  at  their  base,  were  then  covered  with 
a  heavy  growth  of  forest  trees."  This  will  indeed  be 
news  to  the  hundred.s  of  thousands  of  pleasure- 
seekers  who  have  visited  the  ancient  town  in  recent 
years,  and  who  have  marked,  with  profound  regret, 
the  absence  of  shade-trees.  Well  may  Lincoln  add, 
"  Now  scarcely  one  [forest  tree]  is  to  be  seen  within 
the  limits  of  the  town.  The  hand  of  cultivation  [I] 
has  long  since  [this  was  written  in  1830]  divested 
the  ancient  hills  of  their  '  crown  of  oaks' ;  and  the 
plains  upon  which  the  wild  deer  could  plunge  for 
security  into  the  deep  recesses  of  the  forest  are  now 
scarcely  shaded  by  a  solitary  relic  of  those  majestic 
ornaments  and  monarclis  of  the  woods"  ! 

In  1 629,  Ilev.  Ralph  Smith  came  to  Nanta-nket  from 
Salem,  and  settled  there.  Judging  from  contempo- 
rary testimony,  however,  we  may  well  believe  that 
the  godly  man  found  the  place  far  from  flourishing, 
for  the  inhabitants  are  spoken  of  by  Prince,  on  the 
authority  of  Bradford,  as  a  "  stragling  people,"  and 
in  the  same  year  some   Plymouth   people,  putting  in 


with  a  boat  at  Natasco,  find  Jlr.  Smith  in  a  poor 
house  that  would  not  keep  him  dry.  He  desires  tliem 
to  carry  him  to  Plymouth,  "  and  seeing  him  to  be  a 
grave  man,  and  understanding  he  had  been  a  minister, 
they  bring  him  hither,  where  we  kindly  entertain 
him,  send  for  his  goods  and  servants,  desire  him  to 
exercise  his  gifts  among  us;  afterwards  chuse  him 
into  the  ministry,  where  he  remains  for  sundry  years." 
It  may  fairly  be  inferred  from  this  record  of  Prince 
(that  Smith  "  had  been"  a  minister),  that  the  latter 
was  not  called  to  "  exercise  his  gifts"  at  Nantasket. 
The  editor  of  Winthrop  says  that  the  earliest  notice 
of  Smith  is  contained  in  the  Governor  and  Company's 
letter  to  Endecott  in  1629,  and  "  his  difference  in 
judgment  in  some  things  from  our  ministers"  is 
therein  referred  to  as  a  caution  against  distraction  in 
the  Salem  Church.  Hia  name  is  mentioned  by  Mor- 
ton, but  in  no  terms  of  respect.  He  resigned  his 
ofiBce  at  Plymouth  in  ]  635,  and  he  afterwards  preached 
at  Manchester.  He  was  said  to  have  been  "  a  man 
of  low  gifts  and  parts." 

On  Sunday,  May  30,  1G30  (0.  S.),  Rev.  John 
Warham,  Rev.  John  Maverick,  Roger  Ludlow — 
afterwards  Deputy  Governor  of  Massachusetts  (1634) 
and  of  Connecticut — with  Rossiter  and  others,  arrived 
at  Nantasket  in  the  ship  "  Mary  and  John,"  Capt. 
Squeb.  In  an  address  delivered  by  Rev.  John  Cod- 
raan,  D.D.,  of  Dorchester  (now  a  part  of  Boston),  at 
Hull,  on  June  11,  1830,  in  commemoration  of  the 
two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the 
Dorchester  settlers,  the  following  language  is  used  in 
allusion  to  this  event : 

**  This  day  completes  a  second  century  since  the  first  settlers 
of  the  town  of  Dorchester  landed  in  this  wei'tern  world.  It 
was  on  the  30th  day  of  May  (O.S.),  1630.  corresponding  to  the 
llth  of  Juno,  1830  (N.  S.),  that  a  ship  called  the  '  Mary  and 
John/  commanded  by  Capt.  Squeb,  arrived  at  this  j^luuu,  where 
we  are  now  assembled,  and  landed  her  passengers,  consisting  of 
two  eminently  pious  and  devoted  ministers,  Rev.  John  Ware- 
ham  ^  and  Rev.  John  Maverick,  with  the  luembers  of  their 
church  which  had  been  gathered,  with  a  view  of  emigrating  to 
Aiiieriua,  in  the  beginning  of  the  same  year,  in  the  new  hospital 
in  Plymouth,  England,  at  whieb  time  and  place  those  holy  men 
were  solemnly  set  apart  to  the  pastoral  olhce.  after  having  ob- 
served a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  to  seek  divine  approbation 
and  assistance.  The  Uev.  Mr.  John  White,  of  Dorchester,  in 
the  county  of  Dorset,  England,  who  was  an  active  instrument 
in  promoting  the  settlement  of  New  England,  being  jirescnt, 
preached  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day,  and  in  the  lutlur  part  of 
the  day  the  newly-installed  pastors  performed.  They  set  sail 
on  the  3Uth  of  March  following,  in  a  vessel  of  four  hundred 
tons,  and  arrived  at  NantJisket,  as  I  have  observed,  on  the  30th 
of  May,  where  the  captain  put  them  ashore,  notwithstanding 
his  engagement  was  to  bring  them  up  Charles   Kiver.'-     With 

t  Other  authorities  spell  this  word  *'  Wurham." 
•  "  Tbo  captain  had  engaged  to  land  them  up  Charles  Kiver; 
but  lie  portidiously  set  them   on   shore  at  Nantasket." — From 
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regarii    to    their    paauage,    I    fauve    out    been   able    to    colleot  ' 
sucli  particulKr  ioformutiun   as   cuuld  bo  desired.     It  iti  said  < 
in    IMuke'n  '  Annals/  a  book  whicb  contains  much  inforumtion   ] 
of  ttio  early  history  of  Dorchester,   that  the    niinialers   either   \ 
prc:iched  or  exhorted  every  day  on  their  pasauge,  from  the  Word 
of  God.     There  is  reason  to  think,  from  an  old  poem  written 
by  (iuvernor  Wolcott,  of  Connecticut,  that  they  found  a  boistor- 
oiis  passage,  and  were  in  danger  of  foundering  at  sea.    .    .    . 
'  When  they  arrived  here  they  were  left  in  a  forlorn  wildernesH, 
destitute  of  any  babit^ition  and  most  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
Some  of  them,  however,  had  the  good  fortune  to  procure  a  boat 
of  un  old  planter,*  and  went  over  to  Cbarlestown,  but  met  with 
poor  accommodations  there,  and  no  encouragement  to  tarry;   i 
fur  though  tiiey  saw  several  wigwams,  they  found  but  one  Eng- 
lishman, in  a  house,  where  they  ate  a  boiled  bass,  but  no  bread. 
They  returned,  therefore,  to  the  boat,  and,  taking  un  Indian  in- 
terpreter, went  up  the  river  to  where  it  grows  narrow  and  shal- 
low, aod  then,  with  much  labor  and  difficulty,  landed  their  goods, 
the  bank  being  very  steep.     Their  fears  were  greatly  alarmed 
by  being  informed  that  three  hundred  Indians  were  encamped 
near  them.     They  sent   immediately  their  interpreter   to  per- 
suade the  natives  not  to  molest  them,  and  to  assure  them  of 
their  own  pacific  intentions.     The  next  morning,  when  the  In- 
dians  appeared,  they  offered  no  violence,  but  sent  some  of  their 

"Second  Century  Discourse,"  delivered  at  Dorchester,  June  17, 
1830,  by  Rev.  John  Pierce,  D.D.,  of  Brookline,  p.  12. 

"  Capt.  Squeb  was  afterwards  obliged  to  pay  damages  for  this 
conduct." — Trumbull's  **  History  of  Connecticut,"  vol.  i.  p.  23. 

*' Thoy  encountered,  indeed,  a  violent  storm  on  the  passage, 
but  reached  at  length  the  harbor  in  safety,  and  they  thronged 
the  deck  to  look  out  upon  the  pleasant  shores  and  verdant 
islands  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  It  was  the  lost  day  of  the  week, 
the  season  delightful,  the  wind  favorable,  and  they  fondly 
hoped  to  be  landud  at  their  place  of  destination  while  yet  the 
sun,  which  they  saw  deoliniug  in  the  west,  spread  over  it  its 
lingering  rays.  But  the  captain,  fearful  that  there  might  not 
be  depth  of  water  for  his  ship,  and  not  knowing  the  channel, 
cast  anchor  for  the  night;  and  on  the  morrow,  being  Lord's 
Day,  May  30th,  in  violation  of  his  own  engagement  to  bring 
them  into  Charles'  Kiver,  and  in  disregard  of  their  conscien- 
tious veneration  for  the  sanctified  observance  of  the  day,  and 
heedless  of  all  their  remonstrances  and  entreaties,  put  them  and 
their  goods  ashore  on  Nantosket  Point.  Not  only  had  they 
great  reason  for  dissatisfaction  with  this  treatment,  iLs  it  re- 
spected their  not  reaohing  the  port  to  which  they  were  bound, 
but  also,  as  it  disturbed  the  expected  quiet  and  the  due  devo- 
tions of  the  sacred  day." — Uev.  Thaddeus  Mason  Harris, 
'*  Memorials  of  the  First  Church  in  Dorchester,  from  its  Settle- 
ment in  New  Knglund  to  the  End  of  the  Second  Century,  in  two 
Discourses,  delivered  July  4,  1830,  by  the  Pastor."  (Discourse 
1,  pp.  7  and  8.) 

'  Uev.  Mr.  Harrii>,  in  the  discourse  quoted  from  in  the  pre- 
cetling  footnote,  says  (page  8),  "Thus  'left  to  shift  for  them- 
sclvus,'  they  succeeded  in  procuring  a  boat  from  an  old  planter, 
probably  John  Oldham,  who  had  left  the  Plymouth  people  and 
resided  some  time  at  Nantasket,  and  appears  afterwards  to  have 
attached  himself  to  these  newcomers  ;  and  on  Monday  forenoon 
commissioned  Capt.  SoUTHi'0A.T,  '  a  brave  Low  Country  soldier,' 
Roi;e::u  Clap,  and  eight  able  men,  to  go  to  Miiihawaum,  at 
tlie  mouth  of  Charles'  Uiver,  and  ascertain  whether  they  could 
bo  accommodated  there.  On  the  next  day  others  made  ux- 
pluratury  visits  to  the  neighboring  region;  on  the  third  they 
made  choice  of  Mattapun  as  tho  place  for  settlement,  and  during 
the  remainder  of  the  week  were  busily  employed  in  removing 
from  Nantasket  thither." 


number  holding  out  a  bass,  and  our  people  sent  a  man  to  meet 
them  with  a  bisouit,  and  so  they  exchanged,  nut  only  then,  but 
afterwards,  a  biscuit  fur  a  bass,  and  the  Indians  were  very 
friendly  to  them,  whioh  our  people  ascribed  to  God's  watchful 
providence  over  them  in  their  weak  beginnings.  AH  the  com- 
pany had  not  come  up  the  river,  but  only  ten  men  to  .-leek  out 
the  way  for  the  rest.  Those  that  tarrii-d  behind  wert^  to  take 
care  of  the  cattle  they  had  brought,  and  prevent  them  from 
wandering  and  being  lost  in  the  wilderness.  Those  who  had 
gone  in  quest  of  a  place  to  settle  did  not  tarry  away  but  a  few 
days,  during  which  time  the  rest  of  the  company  had  found  out 
a  neck  of  land,  joining  to  a  place  by  the  Indians  called  Mat:i- 
pan,  that  was  a  fit  place  to  turn  their  cattle  upon  with  kas 
danger  of  their  straying;  and  ?o  they  sent  to  their  friends  to 
return.  Accordingly  they  repaired  to  the  place,  and  began  a 
settlement  about  the  beginning  of  June.  Tliey  iiuuted  the 
place  Dorchester,  because  several  of  tho  settlers  came  from  a 
town  of  that  name  in  England,  and  also  in  honor  of  the  Hcv. 
Mr.  White,  of  Dorchester,  to  whose  church  some  of  the  emigrants 
belonged.'" 

Id  the  Columbian  Centiuel  of  Boston,  dated  June 
16,  1830,  is  printed  a  brief  notice  of  t!ie  celebration 
at  Hull,  on  which  occasion  the  address  from  which 
the  preceding  quotation  is  made  was  delivered.  From 
the  paragraph  in  the  Centinel  the  following  extract  is 
taken  : 

"This  event  [the  landing  at  Nantasket  of  the  Dorchester 
settlors]  was  commemorated  by  nearly  one  hundred  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Dorchester,  principally  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Couman's 
Church  and  Society,  at  Hull,  Nantoaket,  on  the  llth  iu?t.  .  .  . 
The  day  was  uncommonly  delightful,  and  the  place  used  for 
religious  worship,  which  was  politely  granted  by  the  Selectmen 
of  Hull,  was  filled  to  overflowing  by  tho  Dorchester  people  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village.  An  address  was  delivered  and 
prayers  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Codman,  and  occasional  hymns 
were  sung  to  the  good  old  tunes  of  Mear,  St.  Martin's,  and  Old 
Hundred.  Among  the  persons  present  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion were  several  of  the  lineal  descendants  of  Capt.  Rugku  Clat, 
who  was  one  of  the  company  who  came  over  iri  tho  '  Mary  and 
John.'  A  paper'  was  subscribed  on  the  spot,  containiug  ninety- 
eight  names  of  tho  inhabitants  of  Dorchester  present  on  the 
occasion,  and  left  to  be  filod  and  preserved  by  the  Town  Clurk 
of  Hull,  for  the  inspection  of  generations  to  come." 

The  assessment  on  Nantasket  in  1G30  was  one 
pound,  the  whole-  tax  on  the  colony  being  fifty 
pounds.  In  the  following  year  Nantasket  paid  ten  shil- 
lings of  a  tax  of  thirty  pounds  on  the  colony,  and  in 
1632  the  place  does  not  seem  to  have  been  assessed. 
At  a  very  early  date,  after  the  settlement  of  Hingham, 
which  was  subsequent  to  that  of  Nantasket,  there 
was  a  controversy  respecting  a  portion  of  the  lands 
in  the  latter  place.  The  inhabitants  of  Hingham 
claimed  them,  as  appears  by  their  proceedings  in 
July,  1643,  which  are  recorded  as  follows: 

*' There  is  chosen  by  the  town  Joseph  Peck,  Bo^oan  Allen, 
Anthony  Eames,  and  Joshua  Hubbard,  to  go  to  the  next  Court 

■^  In  the  town  records  of  Hull  is  to  be  found  a  copy  of  the  docu- 
ment here  alluded  to.  It  is  very  sboit,  and  siinply  recites  a 
few  of  the  essential  facts  respecting  the  observance  of  the  day, 
substantially  as  given  in  the  present  sketch. 
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to  make  the  beat  iiuprovemcnt  the  tuwn  have  for  the  pioijerty 
of  XantiUjcot,  and  to  answer  the  suit  that  now  Jependa." 

Iq  the  recorda  uf  the  General  Court  (I.,  vol.  ii.  p. 
35)  there  is  recorded  the  tbllowiiig  decisioQ  on  the 
mutter  in  dispute : 

"The  former  grant  to  Nantaacot  was  again  voted  and  con- 
firmed, and  llinghaiit  were  willed  to  forbear  troubling  the  Court 
any  nunc  about  Nantuscot."     [This  was  in  September,  164.1.] 

A  church  was  formed  at  Nantasket  in  July,  1644, 
and  in  tiie  same  year,  Wiiithrop  says,  "  Nantascott 
being  formerly  [formally  ?]  made  a  town,  and  having 
now  twenty  iiouses  and  a  minister,  was,  by  the  last  Gen- 
eral Court,  named  Hull."  The  editor  of  Winthrop 
(edition  of  1853)  appends  to  this  statement  the  fol- 
lowing foot-note : 

"So  called,  I  think,  from  Hull  in  Yorkshire,'  not  in  honor 
of  Joseph  Hull,  of  Ilingham,  who  was  admitted  to  the  free- 
man's oath  2  September,  16:i5,  and,  with  Edmond  Hoburt,  senr., 
was  by  the  general  ouurt,  0  September,  1638,  chosen  a  commis- 
sioner to  end  small  cause;)  in  that*  town.  He  was  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  March  after,  a  deputy  at  the  court. 

'*  Who  was  the  minister  referred  to  by  our  text  in  this  secluded 
town  of  Hull,  which  has,  I  think,  been  never  more  populous 
than  soon  after  16-14,  must,  probably,  rest  in  conjecture.  From 
the  records  of  our  general  court  we  are  authorized  to  suspect 
that  it  was  Mathews,  for  in  vol.  iii.  218,  which  coottiins  the 
proceedings  of  the  deputies,  is  found,  at  the  May  session,  1619, 
'  Received  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Hull  for  the  en- 
couraging Mr.  Mathews  to  go  to  them  and  preach  amongst 
them,'  and  in  vol.  ii.  236,  recording  the  acts  of  the  magistrates, 
ut  the  same  session,  the  following  :  '  The  court  judge  it  no  way 
meet  to  grant  the  inhabitants  uf  Hull  their  desire  for  Mr. 
Mathews  relHrninij  to  them,  nor  residing  with  them,  and  do 
declare  that  they  Und  several  erroneous  expressions,  others 
weak,  inconvenient,  and  unsafe,  for  which  it  judgeth  it  meet 
to  order  that  the  said  Mr.  Mathews  should  be  admonished  by 
thu  govcrnour  in  the  name  of  this  court.'  The  then  Gov.  En- 
decott  was  a  lit  man  to  perform  such  a  duty,  but,  I  fear,  the 
admonition  was  inelTectual.  (See  the  note  in  vol.  i.  273.)  I 
duubt  that  this  ancient  town  biLs  never  had  more  than  one  min- 
ister to  reside  in  it  through  his  life;  that  one  was  Zeuhariah 
Whitman,  H.  C.  1068,  ordained  13  September,  1070,  died  5 
November,  1726,  aged  82.  In  April,  175:'.,  Samuel  Venzie,  H. 
C.  1736,  was  ordained  at  Hull,  but  dismissed  July,  1767,  aud, 
probably,  the  christian  ordinances  have  never  since  been  re"u- 
lurly  administered  for  a  continuous  period. 

"  Perhaps  the  interest  felt  by  the  reader  in  this  ancient  town, 
the  leacjt  populous,  until  lately,  of  any  in  Massachusetts,  and 
the  siuallest  in  extent,  except  Newburyport,  may  excuse  the  ex- 
tension uf  this  note.  From  twelve  to  eighteen  votes  were  usually 
given  at  the  eleutions,  and  the  editor  had  the  honor,  some  forty 


'  In  a  paper  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitmore  "  On  the  Origin  of  the 
Names  of  Towns  in  Massachusetts,"  published  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  fur  February,  1873, 
this  opinion  is  indorsed  in  the  following  manner; 

"Hull.  Ivingston-upon-Uull,  commonly  called  Hull,  in  the 
East  Killing  of  York,  is  a  county  of  itself,  and  a  well-known 
seaport.  It  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  Parliament  when  the 
civil  war  broke  out.  It  stood  two  severe  assaults  from  the  royal 
troops,  but  was  never  taken." 


years  sjnce,  of  a  seat  in  the  same  House  of  Representatives 
which  contained  a  member  from  Hull.  The  following  record 
is  found  in  the  doings  of  the  general  court,  20  May,  1647: 
'There  being  now  divers  Qshermen  and  meu  of  good  ability  in 
Hull,  who  may  comfortably  carry  on  the  alFairs  of  a  town,  they 
are  enabled  by  the  authority  of  this  court  to  order  tlie  pruden- 
tial atfairs  of  that  town  according  to  former  orders  of  this  court 
and  course  of  other  plantations,  provided  that,  according  to 
former  orders  of  court,  they  endeavor  the  advancement  of  liah- 
ing,  and  that  such  fishermen  as  are  there  already,  and  others 
which  shall  come  thither,  may  have  all  such  reasonable  privi- 
leges and  encouragement  as  the  place  will  afford,  and  that  such 
places  as  are  lit  for  fishermen  may  be  reserved  for  that  jturpose, 
and  with  this  caution  also,  that  William  Parks,  Mr.  Glover,  and 
ilr.  Duncan,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  appoiulcd  to  see  the  order 
of  court  for  advance  of  fishing  duly  observed.'  Hy  the  deputies, 
iii.  108;  by  the  magistrates,  ii.  103.  Parks  was  of  liuxbury, 
the  two  others  of  Dorchester." 

The  first  evidence  of  grants  of  laud  is  to  be  found 
in  the  town  records  of  Hull  for  1G57,  tlie  follow- 
I  ing  named  persons  receiving  grants  in  that  year: 
j  John  Stone;  *Thomas  Jones,  1C38;  *John  Benson, 
ltj38;  *Henry  Chumberlyn,  1638;  *Beniainin  Bos- 
worth,  1635 ;  Richard  Stubbes ;  *Nicholas  Baker, 
1635;  Thomas  Collier;  John  Loriug;  *Tlioma3 
Chaffe,  1637  ;  William  Cbamberlyn  ;  Edward  Bunne 
[Binney?];  Nathaniel  Bosworth ;  *Johti  Prince, 
1639;  George  Vickere;  *Samuell  Ward,  1636; 
*Thoma3  Loring,  1635;  Abraham  Jones.  [A  star 
(*)  signifies  that  a  person  of  the  same  name  had  re- 
ceived a  grant  of  land  in  Hingham  iu  the  year  named.] 

The  names  of  Phippenny,  Goold,  Binney,  Soper, 
Nightingale,  Street,  Green,  Lobdell,  Bartlett,  Rider, 
Dilley  (Dill),  Dixon,  Whitman,  Snow,  and  Milton 
afterwards  appear  in  the  records,  and  most  of  them 
before  the  year  1700.  "  All  these  names  are  now 
extinct  in  Nantasket,"  wrote  Lincoln  in  1830,  "ex- 
cepting those  of  Jones,  Binney,  Loring,  Gould,  and 
Dill." 

The  first  regularly  ordained  minister  over  the 
church  and  people  of  Nantasket  was,  as  hits  been  stated, 
Rev.  Zechariah  Whitman.  His  salary  was  forty 
pounds  per  annum.  He  appears  to  have  secured  the 
affections  of  the  people,  for  the  town  voted,  after  his 
decease,  to  pay  his  children  for  his  maintenance 
"  while  he  lived  and  did  not  preach."  In  Marcii, 
1724-25,  the  town  voted  to  call  a  minister  to  he  or- 
dained, and  chose  a  committee  to  invite  Mr.  Clapp 
and  Mr.  Carpenter  to  preach  as  candidates.  In  May 
the  town  voted  to  fix  the  minister's  salary  at  seventy 
pounds  and  his  settlement  at  one  hundred  pounds. 
In  June,  1725,  the  town  voted  to  invite  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter to  settle  in  the  ministry,  and  in  the  fullowing 
August  his  affirmative  answer  was  received.  In  Oc- 
tober the  day  of  ordination  was  fixed  for  the  24th  of 
November,  and   fifteen    pounds  was  appropriated   to 
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defray  the  expenses.  Rev.  Ezra  Carpenter  preaclied 
in  Nantasket  until  tlie  year  1746,  "and  is  tlie  same 
gentleman,  probably,"  says  Lincoln,  "  who  was  in- 
stalled at  Keene  in  1753."  In  1751,  Mr.  Elisha 
Eaton  (a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1729),  and,  in  1752, 
Mr.  Samuel  Hill,  of  Marslifield  (Harvard,  1735), 
were  invited  to  settle  in  Naatasket,  but  they  do  not 
appear  to  have  accepted  the  invitations.  In  January, 
1753,  the  town  invited  Rev.  Samuel  Veazie,  of  Dux- 
bury  (Harvard,  173H),  to  become  its  minister,  and, 
the  invitation  being  accepted,  Mr.  Veazie  was  or- 
dained in  April,  1753.  Difficulties  arose  in  17G5 
respecting  his  salary,  and  he  eventually  sued  the 
town  for  the  amount  claimed  to  be  due  him.  The 
matter  was  compromised,  however,  and  Mr.  Veazie 
was  dismissed  by  an  ecclesiastical  council  held  in 
July,  1767.  la  1768,  March  21,  Rev.  Solomon 
Prentice  was  invited  to  preach,  and  he  appears  to 
have  been  employed  until  the  autumn  of  1772.  On 
Aug.  16,  1773,  Rev.  Elkanab  Winchester,  Jr.,  was 
invited  to  preach,  but  his  stay  was  evidently  short, 
since  on  May  2d  of  the  following  year  the  following 
vote  was  passed  in  town-meeting : 

"  Vuled,  That  the  present  Selectmea  be  a  coiuinittee  to  pro- 
vide a  preacher  for  the  term  of  six  mooths,  aod  that  none  of 
the  Baptist  persuasion  be  debarred  the  pulpit  because  of  his 
being  of  that  denomination,  but,  on  the  other  bund,  rather  to 
be  preferred  on  that  very  account.  Nevertheless,  those  of  the 
inhabitants  that  are  fur  a  Congregational  preacher  only,  be  ac- 
couiiuodated  with  such  a  proaoher  (provided  they  desire  it),  in 
proportion  to  their  paying  the  public  charges  according  to  the 
tax-bill,  and  that  the  money  arising  by  the  reats  of  the  parson- 
age lands  for  the  last  year  be  appropriated  purely  to  support  the 
Gospel,  and  in  c;isc  that  shall  not  be  judged  suflicicnt  for  the 
appuintedttiiue  of  said  committee,  the  remainder  to  be  made  up 
by  subscription  or  a  free  contribution."  ^ 


*  "The  above  vote,"  says  Lincoln,  **  shows  the  existence  of 
different  religious  opinions  among  the  people,  and  their  liber- 
ality towards  each  other.  From  this  time,  however,  no  regular 
preaching  was  supported  constantly.  The  town  sulfered  much 
by  tiic  war  of  the  Kevolulion,  and  a  diminution  of  the  means 
of  the  inhabitants,  together  with  the  differences  of  religious 
opinions,  had  been  obstacles  to  the  settlement  of  a  minister. 
A  preacher  is  occasionally  employed,  but  no  regular  church  is 
noiv  [lS:iU]  in  existence  in  Nantasket.  The  meeting-house 
erected  iu  17;)4,  and  .  .  .  described  [by  Mrs.  llowson,  as  quoted 
in  the  beginning  of  this  sketch]  as  '  a  rustic  temple,  situated  by 
the  side  of  a  piece  of  water,  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  vil- 
lage,' was  blown  down  by  the  violent  gale  in  September,  1315." 

[This  latter  statement  is  not  strictly  accurate.  The  town 
records  show  that  at  a  town-meeting  held  Oct.  IU,  1815,  it  was 
stated  that  the  hurricane  of  September  23J  of  that  year  had 
blown  otf  the  steeple  and  part  of  the  roof  of  tlie  church,  and  a 
comuiittce  was  appointed  to  examine  the  structure  and  report 
as  to  the  advisability  of  repairing  it.  The  town  tinally  voted, 
huwcvir,  that  the  building  should  be  taken  down,  and  this  was 
done.— A.  E.  S.J 


The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — -\t  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  war  it  was  found  that  the  old 
church  was  scattered.  They  had  no  minister,  and 
there  were  only  two  or  three  male  members,  the  last 
survivor  of  whom  was  Solomon  Jones.  The  people 
were  so  much  impoverished  by  the  war  that  they  felt 
unable  to  support  preaching,  .so  that  for  several  years 
they  had  religious  services  only  occasionally,  or  at 
short  intervals.  On  the  17th  of  May,  1798,  a 
Methodist  preacher  came  to  the  town — Rev.  Daniel 
Ostrander — at  the  request  of  Amos  Binney,  who  was 
afterwards  known  as  Col.  Binney,  and  who,  though  a 
native  of  Hull,  was  then  living  in  Boston,  learning  a 
trade.  He  had  lately  been  converted,  and  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  "  Methodist  Alley,"  a 
passage-way  opening  out  of  Hanover  Street,  Boston. 
Mr.  Ostrander  visited  Hull  to  officiate  at  the  funeral 
of  Widow  Rebecca  Loring  Binney,  grandmother  of 
Amos.  The  same  evening  a  prayer- meeting  was  held 
in  the  old  Samuel  Loring  house.  It  is  said  have  been 
"  a  wonderful  meeting." 

In  September  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Binney 
brought  from  Boston  the  famous  Rev.  Jesse  Lee,  the 
founder  of  Methodbm  in  New  England.  He  preached 
on  a  week-day  afternoon  the  first  Methodist  sermon 
that  was  ever  delivered  iu  the  town  of  Hull.  He 
was  then  the  presiding  elder  of  the  district.  His 
text  was,  "  And  Satan  came  also"  (Job  i.  Gj.  His 
sermon  had  a  powerful  effect,  and  resulted  in  a  great 
revival.  In  1805  some  of  Mr.  Spencer  Binney's 
family,  being  at  a  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Sandwich 
Circuit,  induced  Rev.  Samuel  Parker  to  go  aud 
preach  at  Hull.  Mr.  John  Goold,  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  secure  preaching  that  year,  made  arrange- 
ments with  him  to  preach  at  Hull  every  other  Sab- 
bath during  the  rest  of  the  Conference  year.  At 
that  time  Hull  was  embraced  in  the  Sandwich  District, 
and  for  several  years  was  supplied  by  preachers  from 
the  New  England  Conference.  In  September,  1816, 
Rev.  Bartholomew  Otheman  preached  there,  and 
formed  the  first  Methodist  class,  which  consisted  of 
fifteen  members.  In  1818,  Rev.  Enoch  Mudge 
preached  in  Hull  during  the  winter,  and  the  next 
spring  the  world-renowued  sailors'  preacher.  Rev. 
Edward  T.  Taylor,  familiarly  denoiuinated  "  Father" 
Taylor,  then  quite  young,  w;is  appointed  to  the  circuit 
in  which  Hull  was  included,  and  preached  there  part 
of  the  time,  alternating  with  Rev.  Mr.  Mudge. 

The  old  church  became  extinct  in  1789,  aud  since 
1798  Hull  has  had  Methodist  preaching  and  ordi- 
nances, with  more  or  less  regularity,  to  the  present 
time,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  been 
the  only  church  in  town.     Sometimes  ministers  have 
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been  appointed  to  Hull  by  the  Conference,  aecoiding 
Co  the  rcgukr  method,  and  sumetinies  the  pulpit  has 
been  supplied  by  theological  st\idcots  and  in  other 
ways.  There  have  been  several  revivals,  especially 
one  during  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Stephen  Puffer,  and 
many  have  united  with  the  cliurch  ;  but,  owing  to  re- 
movals, deaths,  and  otlier  cause.s,  it,  is  at  tiie  present 
writing  (1884)  very  small,  there  being  only  eiglit 
members, — four  males  and  four  females. 

At  times,  for  months  together,  they  have  been  des- 
titute of  preaching,  but  the  Sabbath-schuol  and  other 
institutions  connected  with  the  church  have  been 
fiiithluily  maintained.  Though  the  church  has  been 
able  to  raise  money  enough  to  support  a  minister  only 
part  of  the  time,  yet  it  has  been  remarkable  for  its 
liberal  contributions  to  charitable  objects.  It  has 
the  use  of  the  parsonage  fund,  which  resulted  from 
the  sale  of  parsonage  lands  that  were  set  off  by  the 
first  settlers  for  the  support  of  the  ministry  in  town, 
and  it  has  also  a  church  fund  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
which  was  bequeathed  to  it  by  Mrs.  Mary  Gushing. 
The  amouDt  realized  from  these  sources  is  about 
8150,  and  collections  are  taken  up  in  the  summer, 
during  the  boarding  season,  and  something  is  raised 
by  subscription  every  year.  For  the  last  nine  years 
a  minister  on  the  retired  list  connected  with  the  New 
Hampshire  Conference,  Rev.  Samuel  Beedle,  has 
been  living  in  Hull,  and  has  preached  to  the  people, 
and  had  a  pastoral  oversight,  by  their  request  and  the 
sanction  of  the  presiding  elder  of  the  district. 

Some  years  ago  the  summer  residents  in  Hull  felt 
tlie  need  of  a  bell  to  summon  them  to  meeting,  and 
they  proposed  to  raise  among  themselves  the  neces- 
sary funds  to  purchase  one,  provided  the  town  would 
build  a  belfry  on  the  town  hall  to  receive  it,  with  the 
understanding  that  it  might  be  used  during  the  week 
for  town  and  school  purposes,  as  well  as  for  religious 
services  on  the  Sabbath.  The  bell  was  purcha.sed, 
and  was  hung  on  the  22d  of  August,  1868.  Then 
it  was  rung  for  the  first  time,  and  several  addresses 
were  delivered  on  the  occasion,  one  of  which  was  by 
,  Rev.  John  B.  Gould,  of  Bangor,  Me.,  a  native  of  the 
town.  After  the  demolition  of  the  old  church,  in 
1815,  religious  meetings  were  held  in  the  school- 
house  ;  and,  after  the  erection  of  the  town  hall,  in  the 
latter  place,  until  the  new  church  edifice  was  erected 
in/  1881.  After  the  outer  walls  were  raised  tem- 
porary seats  were  used,  and  the  people  worshiped  in 
it  for  several  months  before  it  was  finished  within  and 
dedicated,  as  the  resources  of  the  trustees,  who  were 
instructed  not  to  incur  any  embarrassing  debt,  had 
become  exhausted.  By  the  muiiiticence  of  friends 
the  cliurch  was  finished,  and  it  was  dedicated  on  July 


7,  1882.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Bishop 
R.  S.  Foster,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  in  the  afternoon,  and 
Rev.  B.  K.  Peirce,  D.D.,  preached  in  the  evening. 
•It  is  a  beautiful  edifice,  thirty  by  fifty  feet  in  size, 
with  stained-glass  windows.  It  is  nicely  furnished, 
and  was  entirely  free  from  debt  when  dedicated. 
The  silver  plate  belonging  to  the  old  church,  con- 
sisting of  four  cups  given  to  the  care  and  use  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Hull,  by  Mrs.  Sarah 
Jones,  was  repaired  and  burnished,  and  was  used  at 
the  communion  service  the  next  Sabbath,  July  Uth. 

I»  1804  Hull  was  visited  by  Elder  Abner  Jones 
and  Elias  Smith,  of  the  Christian  Baptist  Churcli. 
A  great  revival  took  place  under  their  preaching,  and 
much  permanent  good  was  done.  No  church,  how- 
ever, of  their  order  was  organized,  and  most  of  their 
converts  joined  in  Boston. 

The  town  apparently  strongly  approved  of  resistance 
to  Great  Britain  in  Revolutionary  days,  for  as  early 
as  June,  1774,  there  is  the  following  record  by  the 
town  clerk  : 

'*The  letter  of  corredpondenoe  ^  was  read  and  ituuniinoniili/ 
approved  the  measures  cODcertud,  in  breaking  otf  all  ooiiiiultco 
with  Great  Britain,  &a  a  mean  the  most  likely  to  obtain  relief." 

■  The  fullowiog  extracts  from  "American  Archives,"  fourth 
:ieried,  vol.  1,,  3D7-3US,  will  throw  li(;ht  upon  the  inciiniug  of  the 
I   phrase  "letter  of  correepondeDce,"  as  hero  employed  : 

"  EXTIIACT  FllOH  AN  ADDRESS  SENT  BY  THE  DOSTON  COMMITTEK  TO 
THE  l'EOI>LE  IN  EVEIIY  TOWN  IN  THE  IMIOVINCK,  WITH  A 
PAI-EII   WHICH  THEV  ABE  TO  SIGN. 

"  Bo.sTON,  June  8,  1774. 

"There  is  but  one  way  that  we  can  prevent  wliut  is  to  be 
deprecated  by  all  good  men,  and  ought  by  ail  ]lu:^:liblv  uicaos 
to  be  prevented,  viz. :  The  horrours  that  must  follow  an  open 
rupture  between  Oreat  Jti-itulit  and  her  Colonics  ;  or  on  our  part 
a  subjection  to  absolute  slavery  :  and  that  is  by  alTecting  the 
trade  and  interest  of  Oreat  Britain  so  deeply  as  :ih;Lll  iriduce 
her  to  withdraw  her  oppressive  hand.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
of  our  succeeding  to  the  utmost  of  our  wishes,  if  we  universally 
come  into  a  solemn  league  not  to  import  goods  from  (irtat 
Britain,  and  not  to  buy  any  goods  that  shall  hereafter  be  im- 
ported from  thence,  until  our  grievances  shall  be  redressed.  To 
these,  or  even  to  the  least  of  these  shameful  impositions,  we 
trust  in  Oud  our  countrymen  never  will  submit. 

"  Wu  have  received  such  assurances  from  our  brethren  in 
every  part  of  the  l*roviuce  of  their  readiness  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  may  be  likely  to  save  our  country,  and  that  we  lia\c  not 
the  least  doubt  of  an  almost  universal  agreement  fur  this  pur- 
pose ;  in  contidence  of  this,  we  have  drawn  up  a  form  of  a  cove- 
nant to  be  subscribed  by  all  adult  persons  of  both  sexes;  which 
we  have  sent  to  every  town  in  the  Province,  aud  that  we  might 
not  give  our  enemies  time  to  counteract  us,  we  had  eiideavonred 
that  every  town  should  be  furnished  with  such  a  copy  4m  or  he- 
fore  the  fourteenth  day  of  this  uioutli,  and  we  carneally  desire 
that  you  would  use  your  utmost  endeavours  that  the  subscript  ion 
paper  uiay  be  filled  up  ivs  soon  as  possible,  so  that  they  who  are 
in  expectation  of  overthrowing  our  liberties  may  be  discouraged 
from  prosecuting  their  wicked  designs;  as  we  look  upon  this, 
the  last  and  only  method  of  preserving  our  land  from  slavery 


HISTORY   OF    HULL. 


1179 


March  27,  1773,  the  towu  treasurer  was  ordered 
to  pay  over  ull  uioaeys  raised  for  the  province  to 
Henry  Gardner,   Esq  ,  appointed    treasurer    by  the 


witbuut  lirenubiog  it  with  blood ;  may  Huil  prosper  every  uoUer- 
tukiti^  wliich  tcDiid  to  the  :^alvation  uf  this  people.  We  are, 
etc. 

"Sij^neii  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Corre- 
8pondi'iu-e  for  Bustint. 

"William  Cooi'kk,  Clerk." 

"KOItil    OF     A     COVKNANT     SEVT   TO    K^'tltV    TOWN    IN    SIASSAl'HU- 
SETTS. 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  inhabilauu  of  tlie  town  of  .  .  ..having 
taken  into  our  serious  consideration  the  precarious  state  of  the 
libertic..*  of  Sorth  Ainerica,  and  more  especially  the  present  dis- 
tressed condition  of  this  insulted  Province,  embarrassed  as  it  is 
by  several  Acts  of  the  Briliah  ParliumnHt,  tending  to  the  entire 
subversion  of  our  natural  and  charter  rights,  among  which  is 
the  Act  for  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  BoHtuii,  And  being 
fully  sensible  of  our  indispensable  duty  to  lay  hold  on  every 
means  in  our  power  to  preserve  and  recover  the  much  injured 
Constitution  of  our  country;  and  conscious  at  the  same  time  of 
no  alternative  between  the  horrours  of  slavery,  or  the  carnage 
and  desolation  of  a  civil  war,  but  a  suspension  of  all  commer- 
cial inteicourae  with  the  Island  of  Great  Britain,  do,  in  the 
presence  of  God,  solemnly  and  in  good  faith  covenant  and  en- 
gage with  each  other: 

"  1st.  That  from  henceforth  we  will  suspend  all  eommeroial 
intercoune  wiih  the  said  Island  of  Great  Britain,  until  the  said 
Act  for  blocking  up  the  said  harbour  be  repealed,  and  a  full 
restoration  of  our  charter  rights  be  obtained.     And 

"  2d.  That  there  may  be  the  less  temptation  to  others  to 
continue  in  the  said  now  dangerous  commerce,  we  do  in  like 
manner  solemnly  covenant,  that  we  will  not  buy,  purchase  or 
consume,  or  suffer  any  person,  by,  for,  or  under  us,  to  purchase 
or  consume,  in  any  manner  whatever,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, which  shall  arrive  in  America  from  Great  Britain 
aforesaid,  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  Aiigual  next  ensuing. 
And  in  order  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  to  prevent  our  being  inter- 
rupted and  defeated  in  this  only  peaceable  measure  entered  into 
for  the  preservation  and  recovery  of  our  rights,  we  agree  to 
break  off  all  trade,  commerce,  and  dealings  whatever  with  all 
persons  who,  preferring  their  own  private  interest  to  the  salva- 
tion of  their  own  perishing  country,  shall  still  continue  to  im- 
port goods  from  Great  Britain,  or  shall  purchase  of  those  who 
do  import,  and  never  to  renew  any  comiueroe  or  trade  with  them. 

"  And  whereas  the  promoting  of  industry,  economy,  arts,  and 
manuf)u:tures  among  ourselves  is  of  the  last  importance  to  the 
civil  and  religious  welfare  of  a  community  :     We  engage, 

"3d.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next  en- 
suing, wo  will  not  by  ourselves,  or  any  for,  by,  or  under  us,  pur- 
chase or  use  any  goods,  wares,  manufactures,  or  merchandise, 
whensoever  or  howsoever  imported  from  Great  Britain,  until 
the  harbour  of  Button  shall  be  opened,  and  our  charter  rights 
restored. 

"  And  last.  As  a  refusal  to  come  into  any  agreement  which 
promises  the  deliverance  of  our  country  from  the  calamities  it 
now  feels,  and  which,  like  a  torrent,  are  rushing  upon  it  with 
increasing  violence,  must  evidence  a  disposition  inimical  to,  or 
criminally  negligent  of,  the  common  safety,  we  agree,  that  after 
this  L'uvenaot  has  been  offered  to  any  person,  and  they  refuse  to 
"ign  it,  we  will  consider  them  in  the  same  light  as  contumacious 
impurlers,  and  withdraw  all  commercial  connections  with  them 
forever,  and  publish  their  names  to  the  world. 

•'  AVitnes.^  our  hands,  June  ...,  1774." 


I  Provincial  Congress.  One  year  later  (March  28, 
I  1776)  it  was  "voted  that  the  selectmen  petition  the 
Great  and  General  Court,  praying  that  in  considera- 
tion of  tlie  sufferings  and  distress  which  (in  conse- 
quence of  tlie  present  calamitous  and  unnatural  war) 
have  of  late  befallen  the  town  of  Hull,  they  would  be 
pleased  to  grant  the  inhabitants  thereof  sucii  favor  or 
assistance  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  Qt." 
A  similar  petition  was  presented  in  1777. 

Before  the  Revolution  there  were  owned  in  Hull 
fifteen  fishing  vessels.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the 
war  destroyed  the  profitably  portion  of  the  business  in 
which  those  vessels  were  engaged,  and  brought  upon 
the  town  much  of  the  distress  and  suffering  above 
mentioned.  On  June  14,  1780,  a  committee  was 
chosen  to  procure  "  the  soldiers  sent  for,"  to  be  paid 
in  corn,  beef,  and  sheep's  wool.  On  Jan.  15,  1781, 
the  town  voted  to  procure  "  three  men  sent  for  to 
serve  three  years  in  the  Continental  army."  This 
vote  shows  what  was  the  town's  military  quota  in 
those  early  days,  and  also,  as  Lincoln  remarks,  "  the 
fact  of  their  prompt  support  of  the  cause  of  independ- 
ence, notwithstanding  the  temporary  suffering  which 
it  [the  war]  caused  them  to  endure."  The  town,  in 
early  times,  seldom  availed  itself  of  its  right  of  rep- 
resentation in  the  Legislature.  In  the  convention 
which  approved  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  1783,  Thomas  Jones  was  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  town. 

In  1721  the  town  voted  that  no  tavern  or  public- 
house  should  be  kept  within  its  limits.  There  was, 
however,  one  house  of  this  description  before  the 
Revolution,  which  is  said  by  Mrs.  Rowson  to  have 
"  had  custom  scarcely  sufficient  to  supply  its  venerable 
mistress  with  the  necessaries  of  life  ;  but  she  liad  a 
garden,  a  cow,  and  a  few  acres  of  land,  the  produce 
of  which  were  sufficient  to  her  wishes,  and  she  would 
sit  in  her  matted  arm-chair,  in  a  room  whose  only 
beauty  was  '  the  white-washed  wall,  the  nicely-sanded 
floor,'  while  the  smile  of  content  played  about  her 
face ;  and  while  she  thankfully  enjoyed  the  bounties 
of  heaven,  she  remembered  not  that  any  could  bo 
richer  or  happier  than  herself."  Remarking  upon 
this,  Lincoln  observes:  "There  are  now  [1830]  two 
houses  of  entertainment  in  the  village  of  Nantasket, 
and  a  third  at  the  head  of  that  fashionable  place  of 
resort,  Nantasket  Beach." 

The  following  selections  from  the  closing  pages  of 
Lincoln's  pamphlet  will  prove  interesting  reading, 
even  after  a  lapse  of  fifty-four  years  from  the  date 
when  they  were  penned  : 

"There  were  formerly  in  this  village  about  fifty  houses.  It 
contains  at  the  present  time  but  half  that  number.     The  town 
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sceiii:;,  however,  to  be  inureiidiog  slowly  Id  prusperity  aiul   in   i 
jiupuhitiun.     Six  vedsets  u.ru  owned  in  the  place,  employed   in 
the  bay.  j 

"Tliu  pupulation  wiis  in  1810,  lo2  souli  ;  in  1820,  172  ;  and  ; 
the  present  ye;ir  [IS-lu]  it  amounts  to  193,  includin;^  the  in-  [ 
habitants  of  the  islands. 

"  A  ^cboul  13  supported  to  the  place  for  seven  moothii  in  each  | 
year. 

"  One  son  of  Nuiito^ket  hud  been  jjraduated  at  the  University 
of  Cambridge.  This  was  I:traet  Loriog.  He  woa  a  aon  of  John  , 
and  Kachul  Lortng,  and  was  born  April  15,  1682,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1701.  i£o  studied  divinity,  and  was  settled  in  the 
luini.-try  at  Sudbury,  Nov.  20,  1706.  lie  died  March  U,  1772,  in 
the  ninetieth  yearof  his  age,  having  preached  on  tho  first  day 
of  tlie  luunth.  '  He  was  a  venerable  man,  of  primitive  piety 
and  inunnci's,  and  faithful  and  useful  in  the  mini:^teriul  work. 
Ho  lull  preached  for  near  seventy  years.'  Ho  published  an 
election  and  :)cvural  other  sermons. 

"Of  tlie  eminences  in  Nuntasket,  Strawberry  Hill  takes  its 
name  front  the  abundance  of  the  delicious  berry  of  that  name, 
formerly  found  there.  Suijamorti  Hill  was  probably  tho  resi- 
dence of  some  Indian  Hacheui.  Point  Alderlon  is  named  for 
Isaac  Allcrton  or  Alderton,  the  tirdt  a:jsistant  of  Plymouth. 

**  .S/ciiU  Head  was  so  named,  tradition  says,  in  cummemora* 
tion  of  a  great  Indiau  battle,  fought  between  tho  natives  of  the 
North  and  South  Shores  [of  Massachusetts  Cay],  and  the  bones 
of  the  killed  were  to  be  seon  there  ut  the  settlement  of  the 
country. 

''The  hill  north  of  the  village  was  fortified  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  was  a  station  for  troops.  The  mounds  of  the 
fort  :itill  [183U]  remain  visible.  Within  them  there  is  a  well 
nearly  one  hundred  feet  in  depth. 

"  The  commanding  situation  of  this  bill  has  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  our  government  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  ex- 
pensive for  till  cat  ions  to  defend  Boston  harbor.  In  a  report 
from  the  Engineer  Department,  made  to  Congress  in  1827, 
which  'exhibits  those  fortilications  of  which  plans  have  been 
made  by  the  board  of  engineers,  but  which  have  not  yet  been 
commenced,  arranged  in  classes,  according  to  the  order  in 
which  they  should  be  commenced,  with  un  e::timate  of  the  cost 
of  each,'  the  projected  works  at  Nantasket  and  the  adjacent 
islands  are  placed  in  the  first  class.  The  following  is  a  table, 
showing  the  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  fortifica- 
tions : 

Fort  on  Nantasket  Head. $539,000.00 

Lunette  in  advance  of  do 70,000.00 

Kedoubt  No.  2  in  advance  of  do 32,000.00 

Redoubt  No.  1  (on  Hog  Island)  in  advance  of  do.  2U,U00.00 

Dyke  acrot>s  broad  sound  passage 140,000.00 

Cutting  utf  the  summit  of  Gallop  Island 2,429.61 

Fort  on  George's  Island 458,000.00 


$1,270,429.51 
"  The  erection  of  the  fortifications  at  Nantasket  would  give  a 

now  aspect  to  the  appearance  of  the  town,  and  might  contribute 

to  its   prosperity  if  made  a  considerable  military  post.     [The 

fortilications  were  never  built. — A.  K.  S.] 

"Tho  principal  employment  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nantasket 

is  agriculture.     Some  are  engaged  In  the  cuasting  trade  and 

fisheries. 

"The  soil  is   very  fertile  and  abundantly  productive.      Finer 

slopes  of  land  than  may  be  seen  on  any  of  the  hills  are  not  to 

be  fuuud  in  the  Commonwealth." 

The  following  extracts,  made  from  ''  Massachusetts 
Records,"  are  not  without  interest  at  the  present  time : 

"  1634.     3  September.      Peddock's  lleland  is  grauntcd  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Charlton,  to  enjoy  to  them  4  their  heires,  for 


the  space  of  one  k  twenty  yeares,  for  the  yearely  rent  of 
twenty  shillings,  pvided  tliat  if  there  shall  be  a  plantacon  in 
the  meane  tyine  setled  by  the  Court  att  Nataacett,  then  this 
pscnt  graunt  to  be  voyde." 

"  1634-5.  4  March.  It  is  ordered,  that  noe  p^on  whatsocu*" 
shall  goo  aboard  any  shipp  without  leave  from  some  of  the  .As- 
sistants, vntill  shee  hath  lyen  att  anrhor  24  houres  att  Natascetl, 
or  within  some  harbor  that  is  inhabited,  nor  then,  vnlesse  it  be 
apparent  y'  shec  is  a  ffriend,  vnder  paine  of  conhtcacon  of  all 
his  estate,  <&  such  further  punishmi-  as  the  Court  .ihall  thinke 
mecte  to  infiict." 

"1637-8.  12  March.,  James  Pemberton  is  referd  to  the 
comitto  of  the  next  Court  about  the  ground  w^''  hce  had  at 
Nantascot." 

"  1638,  2  May.  There  is  ten  acres  of  land  granted  to  Jauiea 
Pemberton,  part  of  it  the  land  formerly  planted  by  him,  A;  the 
rest  ioyneing  to  it  at  Nantascot." 

"  1641.  2  June.  M'  Stoughton,  M'  Glover,  M'  Duncan, 
Willi:  He;ithe,  .d.  Willi:  Parks  are  appointed  to  settle  things 
between  Uiogham  Si.  the  plantation  to  bee  setled  at  Nantas- 
ket." 

"  1641.  2  June.  It  is  ordered  that  a  plantation  for  the  fur- 
thering of  fishing  shall  fourth  w'^  bee  set  up  at  Xantascut, 
k  that  all  the  neck  to  the  end  of  the  furthest  beach  towards 
Hingham,  where  the  tide  ovcrtloweth,  shall  belong  to  it;  and 
that  suoh  of  the  psent  inhabitants  of  Hingham  as  will  follow 
fishing,  it  will  remove  their  habitations  thither,  shall  have  land 
it  meadowe  upon  Nantaskol  Neck,  according  to  the  order  lieare 
established,  3l  that  all  other  men  that  will  fullovv  fishing,  it 
wilt  remove  their  habitations  thither,  shall  have  such  accommo- 
dations there  as  the  plantation  will  affoard  ;  and  that  it  shalbee 
lawfull  for  any  other  fishermen  inhabiting  in  any  other  of 
the  townes  wt^in  the  Bay  to  set  up  stages  upon  Nantaakof,  or 
any  of  the  Hands  belonging  thereto,  w^  sutficient  ground  for 
the  drying  of  their  fish. 

*'  And  that  there  shalbee  alowed  now,  at  the  first,  to  ev''y 
boate  w*^'*  shall  use  fishing,  4  acres  of  upland  for  the  psent,  ^t 
the  medow  to  beo  disposed  of  by  an  e^uall  pporiion  amung  such 
as  have  cattle;  k  it  in  further  ordered  that  M**  Stoughton,  M'' 
Duncan,  M^  Glover,  Willi:  Heath,  A  Willi:  Parks,  or  any  3  of 
them,  M''  Stoughton  to  bee  one,  shall  in  convenient  time  repair 
to  Nantubkot,  tt  set  out  the  lands  <t  medow  there,  according  tu 
the  meaning  of  this  order;  and  it  is  further  ordered  that  the 
iland  called  Pedooks  Hand,  &.  the  other  Hands  there  not  other- 
wise disposed  of,  shall  belong  to  Nantaskut,  to  bee  to  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants  >t  fishermen,  so  soouo  as  they  shall  come  to 
inbahite  there. 

"  And  this  Court,  or  some  of  the  Court  at  Boston,  shall  from 
time  to  time  appoint  some  2  or  3  able  men  to  set  out  land  X 
stage  room,  .tc,  to  such  as  shall  come  to  inhabite  or  lish  there; 
k  in  the  meane  time  the  comissioners  aforenamed,  or  3  uf  them, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  dispose  of  the  same;  provided,  alwayes,  that 
no  pson  shalbee  stated  in  ppriety  in  any  land  or  uiedowe  there 
(though  the  same  bee  allotted  to  them)  before  bee  bee  a  setled 
inhabitant  there,  k  in  a  course  of  fishing." 

"  1642.  3  May.  By  vertueof  un  order  of  Genncrall  Court,  wee 
whose  names  ar  unde''  written,  comissione''s  tur  the  laying  out 
of  a  plantation  at  Nantasket,  doe  order  it  dispose  the  .-amo  in 
manner  following  :  first,  Jerrimiah  Bellamy,  John  Culljer, 
Nathanj  :  Baker,  Edmond  Bosworth,  John  Prince,  Natliani  : 
Bosworth,  Edward  Bunn,  Thomas  Coiljer,  Ricliard  .Stubbs, 
Thomas  Challcy,  Willjam  Kerly,  and  John  Studder  shallbe  ad- 
mitted as  planters,  and  to  take  their  housu  lolts  fur  building  of 
houses  in  the  valley  betwixt  the  two  hills  next  Pcdocki  IlanJ, 
to  the  valeu  of  two  acres  for  each  huuse,  so  that  tlicre  ui.ty  ly 
thirty  two  lotts  ai   least  betwixt  the  said  two  hitis,  the  psous 
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libuuc  to  tuke  all  their  lotta  on  one  side  of  the  9nid  valley,  to 
bej^in  at  eitlier  enJ  of  that  side,  as  they  shall  Ihinko  titt,  by 
agrei-uient,  or  else  p  lott,  the  said  lots  to  be  aud  lye  onely  Hue 
rodds  broade  u]>  aj^ainst  the  hill,  u<^i*they  chuse,  these  ))ersui)a  to 
haue  each  two  akeis  ot' medowe  a£  they  shalbee  hereafter  si;^ned, 
tC  also  each  of  them  to  have  four  acres  of  plaoling  land  at  Pod- 
dock's  Ilaud,  to  bee  laid  out  when  the  plantation  shall  be  fuller  ; 
in  the  uicane  time,  if  any  iiaue  need  to  plaut,  they  may  plant 
where  they  thinke  fitt;  and  when  it  shallbe  allotted  and  hijd 
out  ill  ppriety,  those  that  haue  planted,  if  in  casting  lotts  they  bee 
put  from  such  lands  as  tlicy  liaue  planted,  they  are  to  bee  allowed 
for  their  labour  they  haue  been  at  by  those  w*^^  shall  pos?esse 
their  lutts  afterwards  ;  the  beaches  and  places  on  Xantiiskott  or 
any  uf  the  iselands  that  may  bee  titt  for  setting  up  of  stages  for 
lishing  to  be  left  free  for  such  purpose  for  these  or  any  other 
persons  that  shall  set  on  such  a  work,  and  the  plantation  to  be 
possessed  .t  enioyed  by  the  persons  aforesajd  according  to  the 
order  of  Co't  above  apecifyed.     Dated  the  'J""  of  y"  21"  m.  1642. 

"NiTHANiKL  Duncan. 

"  William  Paiiks. 

"ISIIAKL    StOUOHTON. 

"JoiiM  Gloukb." 

"1643^.  7  September.  The  former  grant  to  Nuntascot  was 
againe  voted  ,t  continued,  .i  Hinghum  men  willed  to  forbear 
troubleing  the  Co^t  any  more  about  Niiataakot. " 

•' 1G44.     2'J  May.     It  is  ordered,  that  Nautascotiliall  be  called 

Hull. 

'• Dibble  is  alowed  to  keepe  a  house  of  comon  enter- 
tainment at  Hull." 

"  lti-14.  1  June.  It  is  ordred,  that  Boston  ahull  haue  libty 
to  cutt  i,  carry  from  any  of  y°  comon  lands  of  Nautoakelt  ouo 
hundred  A  fiftio  tonus  of  timber,  to  bee  ymployed  vppon  y" 
tfortitieacons  att  Castle  Hand." 

"  lti4ti.     4  November.     Loreiog  is  choaen  cunatable  of 

Hull  for  y^  yeare,  i,  until!  newe  be  chosen  in  bis  roume  ;  >k  he 
is,  w""  y«  first  oportunity,  to  repaire  to  tome  uia'""*  to  take  hia 
oath  ;  it  y«  people  there  inhabiting,  i.  all  oth™,  who  shall  resort 
thither,  are  to  bo  aubieet  to  this  authority  comilted  to  him,  i. 
to  give  him  due  assistance  in  hia  office  w"  they  sbalhe  re- 
quired." 

"1048.  27  October.  The  townea  of  Dorchester  Ji  Hull, 
being  defective  in  sending  in  their  comission",  i  furnifhing 
thein  w""  aullicient  inatructiona  for  makeing  the  country  rate, 
their  lines,  specilied  in  the  order  concerning  rates,  are  abated 
to  forty  ahillinga  u  peece." 

"  1B49.     2  May.     The  Co'le  .1""^?*   it  no  way  meet  to  grant 
■"  tbinka 

the  inhiibitanta  of  Hull  their  deaire  for  M'  Muthewa  return- 
ing to  them,  nor  residing  »"■  them,  A  do  declare  that  they 
tind  severall  erronioua  exptsions,  oth"  weake,  inconvenient,  i, 
unsafe,  for  w'""  it  iudgeth  it  meete  to  order  that  the  soid  M'. 
Mathews  should  be  admonished  by  the  Governo',  in  the  name 
of  this  Co'te." 

"1G52.  ID  October.  The  inhabitants  of  Nanlaakett  com- 
playning  of  soma  injury  oflred  thciu,  by  reason  of  Lovilla 
Hand  being  deUyned  from  them,  the  Court  orders  them  to  haue 
a  hearing  iho  next  Gener"  Court,  i  in  the  uicano  lime  libtie  is 
graunled  them  to  sumon  any  then  i  there  to  appcure  who 
legally  detayiie  any  ilanda  from  them." 

"  1653.  2.J  May.  In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Hull,  a  day  of  hearing  being  appointed,  Capt.  Hubbard  also 
appearing,  the  Court,  having  heard  the  acknowledgments  of  the 
partjes  •oncemed  in  this  petition,  that  the  riuer  ia  the  bounds 
of  the  two  tounes,  doe  determine,  that  neither  of  the  tounes 
may  improove  both  aides  of  that  riuer  w'l'out  the  consent  tirat 
ubtajned  each  from  other." 


"1670.  31  May.  In  answer  to  a  motion  made  to  Ihia  court 
by  the  inhahitanta  of  Hull,  M*"  John  Prince  ia  eiiipovvered  to 
solemnize  marriage  between  such  aa  are  duly  publi.-hcd  there  in 
that  towne,  according  to  lawe." 

"  1674.  27  May.  In  ana'  to  the  peticon  of  the  inhabitanta  of 
Hull,  iiumbly  craning  thia  Court  to  grant  them  some  rek-ife  as 
to  their  charges  expended  on  y"^  erecting  (*f  a  beacon  un  Point 
AUirton,  Ac,  the  Court  judgetli  it  uuet  to  X  doe  hereby  grant 
the  sajd  toune  of  Hull  their  next  single  country  rule." 

"  1680.  19  May.  The  names  of  the  seuerall  gent"  returntl 
from  y"  tounea  to  serve  at  thia  court  were, —  .  .  .  Hull:  M*" 
Nath.  Boaworth." 

"16SI.  11  May.  In  ans'  to  the  petioun  of  Nalhuniel  Bos- 
worth,  in  behalf  of  the  freemen,  Jl  Isaack  Lobilell,  on  y*^  behalf 
of  y*  selectmen,  the  Court  judgtth  it  meet  ,t  doe  hereby  im- 
power  Sarjant  Nath.iniet  Boaworth,  uf  Hull,  to  adiiiinister 
oathea  in  the  toune  and  to  marry  persona  there,  provided  one 
of  the  sajd  persona  be  an  inhabitant  auiongst  them,  and  that 
they  be  published  according  to  law." 

In  the  collection  of  "  Hutchinson  Papers,"  pub- 
lished by  the  Massachusetts  Hi.storical  Society  (3d 
series,  vol.  i.  p.  51),  in  a  report  dated  1G57,  and 
sipned  by  Thomas  Savajie  (the  writer  of  the  report), 
Kieazer  Lusher  and  John  Johnson,  "  beirii;  by  order 
of  the  General  Court  appointed  a  eoiuinittee  to  in- 
quire concerning  the  maintenance  of  the  uiiiiistcrs  of 
the  churches  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,"  it  is  stated 
that  "  Hull  allow  their  minister  £40  per  annum, 
the  faniilies  being  twenty." 

Abram  Jones  represented  Hull  in  the  General 
Courts  of  Nov.  5  and  Dec.  3,  1C8J. 

In  Prince's  "  Annals  of  New  I'Ingland,"  under 
date  of  1633,  is  found  tlie  following: 

"  Jan.  17.  Gov.  Winthrop  having  Intelligence 
from  the  East,  that  the  French  had  bouj;lit  the  Scots 
Plantation  [i.e.,  Port-Koyal]  near  Cape-Sable,  the 
Fort  and  Ammunition  delivered  to  theui,  and  that 
the  Cardinal  [Richlieu  having  the  managing  llieivuf, 
had  sent  some  Commanders  already,  and  Preparatiuns 
made  to  send  many  more  next  Year  \_i.e.  next  Spring] 
and  divers  Priests  and  Jesuits  among  tliem  ;  calls  the 
Assistants  to  Boston  [with]  the  iMinisteis,  Captains 
and  some  other  chief  Men,  to  advise  what  is  fit  to  be 
doue  for  our  Safety  ;  in  Regard  the  French  are  like 
to  prove  ill  Neighbours,  being  Papists.  At  which 
Meeting  'tis  agreed  (1)  That  a  Plantation  and  Fort 
be  forthwith  begun  at  Natasket ;  partly  to  be  some 
Block  in  an  Enemy's  Way,  tho'  it  could  not  barr  his 
Entrance,  and  especially  to  prevent  an  Enemy  from 
taking  that  Passage  from  us;  (2)  That  the  fort 
begun  at  Boston  be  finished  ;  (ji)  That  a  Plantation 
be  begun  at  Agawam  (being  the  best  Place  in  the 
Land  for  Tillage  and  Cattle  0  least  an  Enemy  finding 
it,  should  possess  and  take  it  from  us;  the  Gov's 
Sou  being  one  of  the  Assistants  is  lo  uiidtrtake  this 
[new  Plantation]  and  to  take  no  more  out  of  the  Bay 


11S2 


HISTORY   OF   PLYMOUTH    COUNTi'. 


than  12  men,  the  Rest  to  be  supplied  at  the  Comiug     their  numbers,  if  these  persona  did  indeed  sit  down 


of  the  next  Ships. 

"  Feb.  21.  Gov.  [Winthrop]  and  4  Assistants, 
with  3  Ministers,  and  18  others,  go  in  3  Boats  to 
view  Natasket  ;  the  wind  W,  fair  Weather:  but  the 
Wind   rises  at  N  W  so  sharp  and  extream   Cold,  that 


at  Hull  in  the  way  and  at  the  time  stated,  came  in  a 
very  questionable  and  far  from  heroic  or  triumphant 
way.  In  the  sprin;»  of  1625,  at  just  about  the  time 
of  Wollaston's  arrival,  John  Oldham  had  got  into 
trouble  with  the   Plymouth   mai^istrates,  in  the  maii- 


they  are  kept  there  two  Nights,  being  forced  to  lodge  \  ner  stated  by  Bradford,  who  arrested  [liim]  and  put 
on  the  ground  in    au    opeu   Cottage,  on    a   little   old  |  him  in  confinement.^ 

Straw  which  they  pulled  from  the  Thatch  :  Their  !  "  Morton  thus  describes  what  followed  :  ■  A  lauc  of 
Victuals  also  grow  short,  so  that  they  are  forced  to  ,  Musketicrs  was  made,  and  hee  compelled  iu  scorne  to 
eat  Muscles:  Yet  thro' the  Lord's  special  Providence,  i  passe  along  betweene,  &  to  receave  a  bob  upon  thu 
they  come  all  safe  Home  the  3d  Day  after.     On  view     bumme  by  every  musketier,  and  then  a  board  u  slial- 


of  the  Place  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that  to  build  a  Fort 
there,  would  be  of  too  great  Charge  and  of  little  Use : 
Whereupon  the  Planting  of  that  Place  is  defer'd." 

In  Governor  43radford's  "  History  of  Plymouth 
Plantation,"  it  is  noted  "  ther  was  one  M^  Ralfe 
Smith,  &  his  wife  &  familie,  y'  came  over  into  y' 
Bay  of  y"  Massachusets,  and  sojurned  at  presente 
[1G29]  with  some  stragling  people  that  lived  at 
Natascoe."  Shortly  afterwards,  when  a  boat  from 
Plymouth  put  in  at  that  place,  "  he  ernestly  desired 
that  they  would  give  him  &  his,  passage  for  Plimouih, 
.   .   .  for  he  was  werie  of  being  in   y'    uncoth  place. 


lop,  and  so  conveyed  to  Wessaguscu.>  ahuure,  »t 
staid  at  Massachusetts,  to  whome  John  Layford  uud 
some  few  more  did  resort,  where  Master  Luyford 
I'reely  executed  his  ofiSce,  and  preached  every  Lord'; 
day,  and  yet  maintained  his  wife  k  children  fuuro  or 
five,  upon  bis  industry  there,  with  the  bles>ing  of 
God,  and  the  plenty  of  the  Land,  without  the  helpe 
of  his  auditory,  in  an  honest  and  laudable  manner, 
till  he  was  wearied  and  made  to  leave  the  Country.'  * 
[Bradford  (p.  190)  says  of  the  manner  of  Old- 
ham's expulsion:  "But  in  conclusion  they  coiuited 
him   till   he  was  tamer,  and  then   apoiuted  a  g;iid  ot' 


<&  in  a  poore  house  y'  would  neither  keep  him  nor  his  i  mosketei-s,  w'""  he   was  to  pass  throw,  and  ever  one 
goods  drie."       His   pathetic   appeal  was   listened   to,  I  was  ordered  to  give  him  a  thump  on  j'  brich  with  y 


and  he  was  taken  to  Plymouth,  where  he  "  was 
chosen  into  y°  ministrie,  and  so  remained  for  sundrie 
years." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  on  June  13,  1878,  Mr.  C.  F.  Adams,  Jr.,  of 
Quiucy,  read  a  communication  upon  "  Old  Planters 
about  Boston  Harbor,"  iu  which  he  assigned  priority 
to  the  settlement  at  Wessagusset  (Weymouth),  giving 
the  date  of  temporary  settlemeut  as  August,   1G22, 


but  end  of  his  musket,  and  then  was  conveied  to  y' 
water  side,  wher  a  boat  was  ready  to  cary  him  away. 
Then  they  bid  him  goe  and  lucnde  his  uianer>.  " 
A.  E.  S.]  The  next  year  Lyford  and  Oldham 
moved  across  to  Cape  Ann  ;  but  in  162S  the  Greys 
[Grays?],  or  whoever  remained  at  Hull,  were  able  to 
contribute  £1  10s.  to  the  expense  of  Morton's  arrest, 
which  amouut,  considering  that  Plymouth  contrib- 
uted but  £2  10s.,  would  seem  to  indicate   that  they 


aud  of  permanent  settlement  as  September,  1023.  The     were  not  unprosperous.     Even  then,  probably,  IIul 


settlement  at  Nautasket  (Hull)  is  given  second  place, 
with  the  date  "  lli23-25."  Relative  to  the  "  Na- 
tascot"  settlement,  Mr.  Adams  said, — 

"  Hubbard  says  that  '  something  like  au  habitation 
w;is  set  up'  at  this  place,  for  the  purpose  of  trading 
with  the  Indians,  in  consequence  of  Miles  Staudish's 
visit  to  Boston  Harbor  iu  September,  lt)21.'  This 
would  seem  to  imply  the  establishment  there  of  a 
mere  station,  such  as  the  fishermen  temporarily  occu- 


was  a  favorite  liarbor  of  refuge  and  rcfresliuient.      It 
was  certainly  convenient  for  trading  purposes.  " 

In  the  summer  of  1848  there  was  published,  iu 
Boston,  a  rather  queer  pamphlet,  made  up  mostly  of 
letters  which  had  been  written  by  Mr.  J.  L.  llomur, 
who  styled  himself  the  "Shade  of  Aldeu"  (!),  to  the 
Boston  Post,  and  published  in  that  paper  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1S45.  Numerous  allusions  are  made  to  Hull, 
and   from   some  of  these   the   followiu<r  extracts  are 


pied   every  year  at   certain   sea.sons,  ou    the  coast  of  |  taken,  as  being  likely  to  prove  interesting  reading  at 


Maine  and  elsewhere.  Drake,  on  the  authority  of  an 
unpublished  deposition,  asserts  that,  in  1622,  three 
men,  named  Thomas  and  John  Gray  and  Walter 
Knight,  purchased  '  Naftlaskel'  of  Cliicatabut,  and 
there    settled     tliemselves."     The     next    addition    to 


1  llubljilJ,  IJ.  102. 


-  History  of  Bustun,  p.  41. 


the  present  day : 

''....  Hull  is  sustained  almost  entirely  by  the 
fisheries.  Three-quarters  of  her  active  population  get 
a  liviii'!  iu  fishin;;-boHts — either  in   the  cod  or  maek- 


'  BniaforJ,  |i.  190. 

*  New  Englibli  Cunuuii.  Book  III.,  cli;i|i. 
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erel  fishery.  .  .  .  What  a  year  for  muckerel !  There 
arc  some  fifty  boats  in  Hull  buy  every  day  from  Bos- 
ton, Hioghani,  Milton,  Quiocy,  etc.,  the  hands  of 
which  appear  to  have  full  business.  .  .  .  Lobsters  are 
cauj;lit  in  great  abundance  on  the  shores  of  Hull. 
Thousands  of  them  are  sent  up  to  Boston  aunually. 
.  .  .  Lobsters  are  delivered  at  the  Point  at  the  rate 
of  S3  @  $4.50  per  hundred.  They  are  taken  to 
Boston  and  Charlestown  by  wholesale  dealers  two  or 
three  times  a  week.  There  they  are  boiled  and  de- 
livered to  the  men  who  retail  them  in  those  cities.  .  .  . 
Hull  is  a  great  place  for  wreckers  and  for  wrecks.  Mr. 
Tower,  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  some  others,  whose  exertions 
have  often  been  witnessed  amid  the  tempest  and  the 
storm  on  Nantasket  Beach  and  its  vicinity,  live  in 
Hull.  The  former  gentleman  keeps  the  only  hotel  in 
the  place.  .  .  .  Mr.  Mitchell,  a  foreigner  by  birth, 
from  small  beginnings  baa  become  quite  a  landholder 
here,  and  is  said  to  be  rich.  .  .  .  He  owns  the  piece 
of  land  on  which  the  telegraphic  establishment  stands, 
and  this  embraces  also  the  old  fort  built  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  This  is  an  object  of  mucli  in- 
terest to  all  who  visit  Hull.  Within  this  i'ort  there 
is  a  Well  about  ninety  feet  deep,  and  what  is  remark- 
able, the  bottom  of  it  is  twenty-five  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  road. 

"  It  may  be  interesting  to  geologists  to  know  that  in 
digifiuK  this  well  marine  shells  were  found  at  the 
depth  of  seventy  feet.  I  have  this  fact  from  old 
residents  who  lived  in  Hull  during  the  Revolution. 
This  well  was  dug  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
troops  stationed  there  with  water,  as  well  as  the  crews 
of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  squadron  of  the  Count 
de  Grasse,  which  was  anchored  in  the  roads  near  the 
fort  for  a  long  time.  The  crews  of  this  squadron 
were,  I  am  informed  by  a  venerable  lady,  in  the  habit 
of  bringing  their  clothes  on  shore  at  Hull  for  the 
purpose  of  washing  them.  They  often  used  to  hang 
them  on  the  tombstones  in  the  burying-ground  to  dry. 
...  On  the  beach,  near  Mr.  Tower's  hotel,  lie  the 
wrecked  hulls  of  two  or  three  vessels,  and  ma.sts  and 
spars  innumerable.  Some  of  the  Hullonians  are  in  the 
habit  of  buying  wrecks  and  then  breaking  them  up, 
saving  the  iron,  copper,  and  such  other  parts  as  are  valu- 
able, and  using  the  wood  for  fuel.  The  wreck  of  the 
ill-fated  '  Massasoit'  and  that  of  the  brig  '  Treniout,' 
cast  away  last  winter  at  Point  Alderton,  have  been 
entirely  broken  up,  and  the  materials  are  piled  moun- 
tain high  before  the  house  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  has 
enough  of  this  kind  of  stuff'  to  load  a  ship  of  three 
hundred  tons.  He  is  a  wholesale  dealer  in  wrecked 
vessels — in  old  masts,  spars,  rigging,  iron,  and  brass. 
The  wreck   of  the  old  brig  •  Favorite'   lies   upon   the 


I  beach,  as  does  that  of  the  schooner  '  Emelinc,'  both 
:  of  which  vessels,  heavily  laden,  were  sunk  some  three 
or  four  years  since  off  Nantasket  Beach,  and  after- 
wards raised  by  Mitchell  and  others  on  shares  and 
towed  into  Hull  Bay.  I  think  they  must  have  lost 
money  by  these  jobs.  The  hull  of  the  '  Favorite' 
at  low  water  was  formerly  used  as  a  .-ihelter  for  hor?ts 
when  the  stable  of  Mr.  Tower  was  full.  It  is  now 
too  deeply  imbedded  in  the  sand  fur  that  purpose. 
There  are  numerous  relies  of  the  old  ship  '  Mohawk,' 
which  was  wrecked  off  P.[oint]  Aldertou,  with  a  valu- 
able cargo,  from  Liverpool.  Her  ligure-head  adorns 
one  of  Mitchell's  buildings;  her  round-house  he  uses 
as  a  counting-room  and  for  other  purposes.  I  have 
been  informed  that,  at  one  period,  the  inhabitants 
held  their  political  and  town-meetings  in  this  acci- 
dental fixture,  but  I  have  my  doubts.  At  any  rate, 
the  school-house,  a  diminutive  ten-footer,  is  used  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  also  used  for  religiou.s  purposes, 
it  being  the  only  '  public  building'  of  any  kind  in 
Hull,  except  the  poor-house,  which  is  tenantless,  the 
town  preferring  to  board  its  paupers  out,  at  Cohasset, 
rather  than  support  them  luxuriantly  [luxuriously  V] 
on  clams  and  fried  eels  at  home.  .  .  . 

"  (Note,  June,  1848.)  .  .  .  The  fre(|uency  of  ship- 
wrecks on  Nantasket  Beach  and  its  vicinity,  on  Co- 
hasset rocks,  at  Seituate,  Marshfield,  and  other  place.-, 
is  a  subject  which  engrosses  the  attention  and  thouL'his 
of  the  Hullonians,  who  are  too  often  shocked  at  the 
accounts  which  appear  in  the  Boston  papers,  and  who 
are  so  frequently  called  from  their  beds,  at  the  dead 
hours  of  the  night,  to  save  the  lives  and  property  of 
others,  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  get  up  an  in- 
dignation meeting,  and  to  express  their  feelings  very 
freely  upon  this  important  subject.  .  .  .  The  meeting 
we  refer  to  in  our  introductory  remarks  took  place  on 
'Change,  in  Hull,  a  short  distance  from  Tower's 
hotel,  and  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Capt. 
Mitchell  as  chairman,  and  Capt.  Lawron  as  secretary. 
The  objects  of  the  meeting  having  been  fully  and  iii- 
telligibly  explained  by  the  chairman,  a  committee  of 
three  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  in  relation  lo 
the  alarming  increase  of  shipwrecks  on  the  shores  in 
the  vicinity  of  Hull,  Cohasset,  Marshtield,  Ac.  The 
committee  retired,  and  after  an  absence  of  thirty 
minutes  returned  with  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions,  viz. : 

'* '  Whereaa,  the  quiet,  indubti'iuuf  citi/eii^  ut  Hull  h.tve 
iioticeil,  with  regret  and  indignation,  but  with  the  feelings  dt' 
lucn  and  of  Christians,  aa  they  huiuVIy  trust,  the  lupid  iucrc:isO 
of  shipwrecl<8,  and  of  accidents  to  our  nicreiinlile  marine,  un 
Nanlusliel  Beach,  the  Ilardings,  Cohasset  rocks,  at  .Marshliel.l. 
Seituate,  and  otlier  places  in  that  vicinity;  and  iv-htrfnn,  tho.-c 
which  have  occurred  of  late  are  believed  to  have  been  caused, 
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for  tlie  most  part,  through  the  ignorance,  inexperience,  ciire- 
leaanc^s,  or  want  ut"  proper  attention  uuJ  skill  ou  the  ]iurt  of 
tho.^e  in  coQiumnd  of  the  vessels  which  liave  been  partially  or 
wholly  wrecked,  in  some  instances  involving  the  loss  of  vnlu- 
ablc  human  lives  as  well  as  property  ;  anJ  whertan,  of  hitc 
years  we  have  been  shocked  at  the  frequent  midnight  calls 
made  upon  us  to  proceed  to  Long  l>each  [Nantaskct  Beach  wad 
souietiiiies  formerly  thus  spoken  of],  and  its  neighborhood,  to 
save  the  fragments  of  wrecks  and  tlie  lives  of  mariners;  and 
vlicifii^,  tliere  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  youthful 
captains  sailing  out  of  LSuston  are  unlilted  for  the  business 
they  are  engaged  in,  either  from  a  want  of  experience  as  sea- 
men, sound  judgment  and  skill  as  navigators,  or  the  absence  of 
a  proper  alacrity  when  approaching  the  coast,  and  who  are  too 
often  jtut  in  command  of  vessels  through  the  undue  influence 
of  wciilthy  relatives;  and  iclitsieat,  these  things  are  becoming 
highly  oriciisive  to  the  unpretending,  hard-listed  citizens  of 
Hull  and  of  llingham,  some  of  whom  Lave  followed  fishing 
twenty-live  and  thirty  years  without  running  ashore  or  without 
meeting  with  a  single  accident ;  therefore 

"'  litnuUeU,  That  tlierc  are  four  jioints  to  the  compass, — N., 
E.,  S.,  \y. :  and  any  captain  of  a  vessel  who  cannot  box  a  com- 
pass deserves  to  have  his  ears  boxed. 

"'  Jicwlciil,  That  an  education  received  by  rubbing  against 
the  walls  of  a  college,  or  pas.-ing  through  its  balls,  is  not  so 
serviceable  to  a  sea-captain  as  one  received  upon  the  ocean, 
umidst  high  winds,  heavy  seas,  and  hard  knocks. 

"'  Uta'Aceil,  That  maps  and  charts  are  useful  to  navigators  at 
sea,  and  he  who  neglects  to  study  them  thoroughly  is  a  block- 
licad  of  the  first  class,  and  ought  not  to  be  intrusted  with  the 
command  of  a  first-class  ship. 

"  '  licaulccd,  That  the  beach  at  Marshtield  is  not  Boston  light- 
house, "  any  way  you  can  fix  it." 

*' *  JienoircU,  That  no  captain  of  a  ship  has  a  right  to  run  his 
jibboum  into  the  lantern  of  Boston  Light,  through  mistake  or 
carelessness,  supposing  himself  to  be  fifty  luiles  from  the  shore 
at  the  time. 

"  •  Jit',olteii,  That  the  light  on  Eastern  Point,  at  the  entrance 
of  Gloucester  harbor,  a  steady  light,  cannot  well  bo  mistaken, 
except  through  sheer  ignorance,  for  that  at  the  entrance  of 
Boston  harbor,  which  is  a  revolving  ono. 

"  •  JUbuU-et/f  That  Boston  Light  and  Cape  Ann  are  thirty 
miles  apart,  and  cannot  he  made  much  shorter  [nearer  to- 
gethei-  Vj,  even  by  the  aid  of  a  straight  railroad  from  point  to 
point. 

''  *  JitauUeJ,  That  Cohasset  rocks,  on  the  South  shore,  although 
they  resemble  some  others  on  the  North  shore,  are  not  one  and 
the  same  thing,  and  it  is  iuiportant  that  this  fact  should  he 
generally  understood. 

"  *  litunhed,  That  any  captain,  while  nearing  the  rocks 
spoken  of,  or  any  otbeis,  who  fails  to  use  bis  deep-sea  line  or 
hand-lead  constantly  until  he  liuils  out  bis  right  position,  is 
unlit  to  have  charge  of  a  valuable  ship  and  cargo,  and  the  more 
valuable  lives  of  her  crew  and  passengers;  liia  own  is  of  hut 
little  consequence  to  the  rising  generation. 

'•  •  lUsultedy  As  the  deliberate  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that 
when  a  sea-captain,  if  approaching  our  coast,  his  course  due 
W.,  finds  himself  getting  rapidly  iuto  shoal  water,  the  safest 
way  is  to  wear  ship  and  run  to  the  eastward,  instead  of  running 
plump  upon  the  beach  or  the  rucks. 

"  '  lU'uUeJ,  That  a  sea-cuptain  might  as  well  be  u  liard 
drinker,  at  once,  as  to  be  extremely  ignorant  of  his  reckoning 
aud  hearings  under  a  bright  sky  aud  a  brighter  sun. 

•• '  lUnvlinl,  That  our  labors  as  wreckers  are  often  severe  and 
perilous,  but  well  intended,  disinterested,  and  zealous  ;  and  that 
we  look  to  the  underwrilorb  for  u  proper  remuneration  in  all 


cases  where  aesistance  is  rendered  to  vessels  in  distress.     It  is 

not  right  fur  them  to  cavil  ot  small  charges  when  they  are  just. 

"  '  JUbuived,  That   Father  Bates  be  respectfully  requested  to 

preach  a  sermon  upon  the  important  points  embraced  in  these 

;   resolutions.' 

"At.  the  suggestion  oC  the  chairiuuti  tliu  IblliAviii;; 
fcsolution  was  added    to   tliose   reported    by  tlio  cuiii- 
i  laitteo: 

"  '  RcHulvcd,  That  any   captain  who  runs  his  vessel  ashore, 

from  inadvertence  or  other  cause,  and  throws  only  half  bis  cargo 

overboard,  where  it  can  be  fished  up  with  facility  bv  wreckers, 

j   is  entitled  to  more  consideration  and  favor  at  the  liands  of  on- 

.   dcrwritera    than   he  who   meets  with   a   total    loss,  vessel   and 

I   cargo.' 

'•  .  .  .  The  whole  subject  was  then  throwti  open 
for  discusaioD.  Several  geiitleojcu  addre.'-aeJ  the 
meeting,  and  bore  with  unsparing  severity  upmi  tlie 
gross  negligence  and  carelessness  of  the  cooiuianders 
of  several  vessels  which  had  becu  either  wrecked  or 
datuaged  within  the  last  few  years.  .  .  .  The  resolu- 
tions were  then  adopted.  .  .   . 

"It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  there  is  [1843]  no 
.settled  minister  in  Hull ;  but  there  is  ;in  excellent 
I  Sabbatli-sehool.  Occasionally,  at  this  sca.'-on  of  the 
year,  some  straggling  preacher  comes  along,  and  is 
invited  to  supply  the  pulpit  for  a  few  Sundays.  In 
the  winter  season  preaching  is  more  constant.  ...  I 
repeat  that  it  is  surprising  there  is  no  settled  miniater 
iu  Hull  at  this  enlightened  era,  inasmuch  as  it  is  re- 
corded in  the  books  that,  for  a  period  of  more  than 
one  hundred  years,  from  16ti0,  when  the  population 
was  mueli  smaller  than  it  now  is,  there  were  several 
settled  Congregational  ministers.  But,  at  the  time  I 
refer  to,  there  was  but  one  kind  of  religion  known 
amongst  us,  and  one  kind  of  religious  teachers — the 
pure,  unadulterated  Congregational;  aud,  on  that  ac- 
count, all  could  contribute  cheerfully  to  the  general 
fund  for  the  support  of  .some  good,  pious  minister. 
Now,  almost  every  citizen  of  Hull  has  a  religioti  of 
his  own.  There  is  a  slight  sprinkling  of  iMortuons 
and  Lattcr-Day  Saints  among  the  inhabilatits,  as  well 
as  Universalists,  Baptists,  Calviuists,  Methudi.its,  Uni- 
tarians, Catholics,  and  Seulpiuians  (a  sect  who  worship 
the  head  of  a  dried  sculpin).  To  this  siniple  eircuin- 
stance,  undoubtedly,  may  be  attributed  the  tact  that 
there  is  no  settled  minister  in  Hull  at  (his  time,  aud 
not  to  any  parsimonious  feeling  the  inliabifufit.s,  as  a 
body,  possess,  so  far  as  the  salvatioti  of  their  auuls  is 
coucerned.  Besides,  the  income  from  their  paisoti- 
age  lands  amoutits  to  almost  enough  to  give  a  minister 
a  decent  support.  And  yet  I  have  heard  that  the 
last  settled  minister  of  Hull  was  fairly  starved  out, 
aud  that,  though  originally  a  corpulent  man,  he  left 
the  town  in  a  very  lean  condition.   .   .   . 
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"It  b  creditable  to  the  iiihubicants  of  Hull  that  i 
they  can  get  along  without  the  services  of  a  lawyer 
— in  a  small  town  always  a  great  nuisance,  but  iu  a 
large,  open,  bustling,  populous  field  of  some  impor-  j 
tance,  when  he  is  actuated  by  high-minded,  honorable  | 
principles.  Not  only  has  the  town  no  lawyer,  but 
no  physician  lives  within  its  borders.  Tiiis  is  a 
'  grievous  fault,'  especially  when  it  is  considered  that 
that  excellent  injunction  of  the  Scriptures,  '  increase 
and  multiply,'  is  observed  very  generally  by  both 
sexes  in  Hull,  who  make  a  kind  of  religion  of  it.  A 
capable  young  physician,  who  would  be  willing  to 
spend  a  portion  of  his  time  in  fishing  for  a  livelihood, 
might  find  a  pretty  good  opening  at  Hull,  for  the 
inhabitants  are  now  entirely  indebted  to  Hingham 
for  medical  aid  when  any  of  them  are  dangerously 
sick.  .  .  . 

"  In  1734,  the  inhabitants  erected  a  meeting-house 
in  the  '  middle  of  the  village,  near  a  piece  of  water' — 
a  small  pond.  This  '  piece  of  water'  is  in  its  pristine 
beauty,  and  daily  visited  by  dogs,  horses,  and  cows, 
for  the  purpose  of  bathing  and  drinking ;  but  the 
meeting-house  was  blown  down  in  the  great  gale  of 
September,  1815 — a  gale  almost  unprecedented  for 
its  violence  in  the  annals  of  New  England.  .  .  .  The 
meeting-house  was  not  rebuilt  at  Hull,  and  the  only 
place  of  worship  in  the  village  at  present  [1845]  is  a 
small,  eighteen-foot  building,  standing  on  the  margin 
of  the  aforesaid  '  piece  of  water,'  and  nearly  opposite 
the  bite  of  the  old  one. 

"...  A  public  school  is  supported  by  the  town  six 
months  of  every  year,  the  teacher  generally  being  a 
female,  of  moderate  intellectual  capacity,  and  of 
modest  pretensions,  and  she  receives  a  small  salary. 
She  has  forty  scholars,  embracing  the  flower  of  the 
youth  of  the  town,  the  sons  and  daughters  of  hardy  fish- 
ermen. ...  In  1775  there  were  fifty  houses  in  Hull ; 
now  [1845]  there  are  about  half  that  number.  There 
are  ten  or  twelve  schooners  owned  here,  besides  sev- 
eral pink-stern'  bouts,  and  they  are  employed  in  the 
lumbering,  lightering,  and  fishing  business.  .  .  .  I  find 
that  there  is  something  of  a  military  spirit  in  Hull. 
Some  of  its  early  settlers  were  among  the  original 
founders  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company  [of  Boston]. 

"The  location  of  the  village  of  Hull  is  a  highly 
favorable  one  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture.  The 
houses  and  gardens  all  lie  between  two  prominent 
hills,  of  great  length,  running  from  south  to  west; 
they  are,  coo3ei|uently,  shielded  from  the  searching 
north  and  northeast  winds.     These  hills  arc  composed 


of  rich  pasture-lands,  of  well-cultivated  and  productive 
fields,  fruit-trees,  etc.    The  soil  is  said  to  be  e(|Ual  to  any 
in  New  England.     This  is  probably  true,  as  everything 
appears  to  have  a  rank  and  vigorous  growth.     There 
is  a  large  number  of  winter  pear-trees  in  full  bearing, 
some  of  which  are  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  old. 
The  last  year's  crop  of  this  fruit  brought  three  hun- 
dred dollars.     Next  to  fishing,  the  chief  employment 
of  the  inhabitants  is  agriculture.     The  hills  are  covered 
with  flocks  of  sheep,  and  the  pastures  give  sustenance 
and  comfort  to    numerous  cows,   horses,  and   oxen. 
Hull  will  often  remind  one  of  a  thriving  agricultural 
town  in  the  interior.      I  would  here  remark   that  the 
residents  sell  their  baru-manure  to  farmers  in  Dor- 
chester and   Roxbury,  and    spread   upon  their  own 
lands  kelp  and  rockweed,  which  are  found  in  abun- 
dance all  along  the  shore.  .  .  .  The  population  of 
Hull  in  1810  was  132;  in  1820,  172;   1830,  198; 
1840,  230 ;  and  at  this  time  [1845]  it  is  supposed  to 
be  about  270.     These  statistics  show  that  there  has 
been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  population  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century,  but  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  now  is  probably  not  more  than  it 
was  in  1775,  when  there  were  fifty  houses  in  Hull, 
each  house,  doubtless,  containing  five  or  six   souls. 
The  town  has  the  honor  of  having  given   birth — or, 
to  speak  more  correctly,  one  of  its  women   claimed 
that  honor — to  one  graduate  of  Harvard  University, 
the  Rev.  Israel  Loring,  who  died  in  1772,  at  Sud- 
bury (where  he  was  settled  sixty-six  years),  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety.  .  .  . 

"  The  temperance  cause  was  early  agitated  in  Hull, 
from  which  fact  I  infer  that  some  of  the  first  settlers, 
their  children,  or  their  grandchildren,  were  addicted 
to  sipping  'bimbo'''  and  other  strong  drinks  from  tin 
cups.  In  1721  .  .  .  the  town  voted  that  no  tavern 
or  public-house  should  be  kept  within  its  limits.  And 
from  that  day  to  this  [18451]  intoxicating  drinks 
have  rarely  been  sold  in  the  towu  of  Hull.  At  the 
other  end  of  the  beach,  perhaps,  a  diffL-reut  story 
might  have  been  told  when  you  and  I  were  young, 
'long  time  ago.'  When  the  fiahermun  of  Hull,  or 
any  of  its  inhabitants  or  transient  visitors,  want  a 
'  drop  of  comfort,'  they  have  to  go  or  send  to  Boston 
for  it.  New  England  rum  is  the  I'avorite  beverage  of 
most  of  the  consumers,  who  take  it  iu  tlie  pure,  nat- 
ural state,  as  many  of  our  farmers  in  the  interior  do 
while  making  hay.  ...  At  the  suggestion  of  Capt. 
Sturgis  and  Mr.  Tower,  the  Humane  Society  have 
recently  erected  a  new  boat-house  on  the  north  aide 
of  Stony  Beach,  near  Point  Alderton,  iu  which  there 


■  "  A  high,  narrow  stera,  like  that  of  a  pink." — SiuHO.VDa. 
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>  The  Indian  name  Tor  Hrong  drink. 
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is  au  clegaut,  substantial,  copper-fastened  life-boat,  of 
extensive  dimeiisious.  I  should  think  it  capable  of 
holding  thirty  or  forty  persons,  besides  her  '  gallant 
crew.'  She  is  calculated  for  eijrht  oars.  This  boat 
was  much  wanted.  There  are  now  two  excellent  boats 
there,  one  of  which  is  on  the  northeast  side,  besides 
two  '  huoiane  houses'  for  the  accooiniodation  of  ; 
wrecked  seamen.  .  .  .  One  of  the  boats  at  Hull  has  ' 
been  the  means  of  saving  forty  or  fifty  lives  from 
seven  different  vessels.  The  society  [Massachusetts 
Humane]  has  recently  presented  Moses  B.  Tower,  of 
this  place,  with  a  (;old  medal  for  his  exertions  in 
saving  the  crew  of  the  brig  '  Tremout.'   .   .   . 

"In   Hull  bay  there   are   several   islands   on  which 
are   produced  yearly  many  tons   of  excellent  hay,  be-  ' 
sides  large  quantities   of  corn,  oats,  barley,  and  rye,  ! 
and  the  hills   on   the   main   land  are  also   productive. 
These  prominent  and  beautiful  eminences,  when  our 
Pilgrim  fathers  lauded  on  these  shores  and  the  Indian 
trod  the  soil   in   the   majesty  of  his   nature  and   his 
strength,  with  no  one  to  molest  or  make  him  afraid, 
were  crowned  with   vigorous  oaks.     Now  we   see  no 
sign  of  the  Indian  or  the  oak  ;  both  have  long  since 
been  swept  away  by  the  march  of  civilization  and  the  I 
hand  of  modern  improvement,  and  in   the  places  they  ' 
once  occupied  we  see  the  tall  grass  waving  in  luxuri- 
ance, and  the  corn   ripening  in  the  sun.  .  .  .  The  salt- 
works of  Mr.  Tudor,  at  the  Point,  are  an  object  of 
some  interest  to  visitors  at  Hull.      Mr.  Tudor  may  be 
considered  an  amateur  salt  manufacturer,  for  he  cer- 
tainly   cannot    make    much    money    by    his    works.  ' 
There  arc   about  five  thousand   feet   of  vats,  and  the 
quantity   of  salt  made   is    fifteen    hundred    bushels,  ; 
which   sells   at  three  dollars  per   hogshead,  or   forty 
cents    per    bushel   at    retail.  ...   A    few  years   since 
there  were  nine  thousand  feet  of  works  in  operation,  , 
and  in  one  year  three  thousand  bushels  of  salt  were  , 
made.     There  is  a  large  reservoir  on  the  beach,  which 
is  filled  at  every  high  tide.     The  water  from  this  is 
forced  some  distance  through  logs  into  the  vats  by  a 
windmill.  ...  i 

"  The   town   of  Hull,  through   her  reprcsputative, 
Mr.  Tower,  made   Marcus   Morton  Governor   of  the 
Commonwealth    of    Massachusetts.     It    is    this    fact  ! 
which  has  given  her  much  of  the  notoriety  she  pos- 
sesses.    I  understand,  from  a  good  source,  that  there 
are  about  fifty  voters  belonging  to  the  town,  in  all,  .  .  . 
some  of  them  traveling  a  distance  of  six    miles   by  i 
hind,  and  others  two  or  three  by  water,  to  discharge 
this  most  important  duty  of  a  freeman.     Add  to  this  , 
the  fact  that  one-half  the  voters  are  engaged  in  light- 
ering and  fishing,   as   long  as   it  is  safe  to   run  their  i 
vessels,  and  the  reader  will   readily  perceive  that  it  is  ' 


easy  to  account  for  the  small  number  of  votes  cast  at 
our  gubernatorial  elections,  a  fact  which  has  given 
rise  to  the  expression,  '  As  goes  Hull,  so  goes  the 
State!''  When  Mr.  Tower  was  elected  there  was  a 
great  political  excitement — it  was  '  diamimJ  cut 
diamond' ;  but  the  Democrats  outwitted  their  op- 
ponents, after  a  hard  struggle  (between  the  Atlas 
party-  and  the  office-holders),  by  getting  down  from 
Boston  the  crews  of  several  vessels  belonging  tu  Hull. 
They  reached  home  the  evening  previous  to  the 
election  (the  second  trial),  and,  by  their  votes  the 
next  day,  they  established  the  political  character  of 
the  Bay  State  for  the  following  year.  And  let  it  be 
remembered,  too,  that  [this  was  done  by  a  .single 
vote — by  the  representative  of  the  smallest  t(jwn  in 
the  commonwealth,  chosen  under  the  peculiar  eireuui- 
jtauces  I  have  mentioned.'  .  .  . 


'  Thisplira^je  has  in  receut  years  been  icverul  tiI^e^  tjulieil  by 
the  town's  vote  jiroving  contrary  to  tliat  ul"  the  State  ;it  liirge. 

-  This  refers  to  tbo  political  party  of  which  the  Duur^m  Al/ns 
was  a  newspaper  champion, 

'  I  have  taliun  some  pains  to  examine  into  the  circumstauces 
attending  the  two  elections  of  Mr.  Morton  as  (lovcrnor  oI'Miis- 
sachusetts,  since  cbeso  events  are  frequently  allu<le>l  to  (;in<l  nut 
always  correctly)  us  notable  episodes  in  the  political  liis[ui-y  of 
thu  couimohweallh.  In  the  journal  of  the  lUmse  for  .hine  lii, 
1840,  I  tinJ  a  '*  report  of  the  joint  special  cotuiuiiiec  to  wbuui 
were  referred  tbe  returns  of  votes  for  Governor  and  Lieutcu- 
unt  Governor,"  cast  in  tbe  previous  November,  in  wliicb  tlie 
following  tabular  statement  is  given  ; 

Whole  number  of  votes  legally  returned  for  Governor..  Ili2,(iri(i 

Necessary  for  a  choice j|,(i;:4 

Alarcus  Morton  has jl,u.')l 

Edward  Kverett  has jO,7-'.> 

All  others  have :;o7 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Morton  carried  the  election  by  one 
vote, — that  is  to  say  :  had  he  received  one  les^  vote  than  lie  did 
he  would  have  failed  of  a  majority,  aud  the  election  of  a  Gov- 
ernor would  have  gone  to  tbe  Legislature,  in  accordance  with 
the  law  at  that  time.  Nowadays  a  simple  ]>liirality  elect?. 
This  is  precisely  what  did  happen  three  years  later.  In  the  ."^tate 
election  held  Nov.  14,  1842,  it  was  tinally  decided  that  there 
were  59,118  votes  necessary  for  a  choice.  Marcus  Morton  bad 
o6,66U,  according  to  the  revised  returns,  and  John  Davis,  hi.', 
nearest  opponent,  6o,0o9.  The  election  was  thu*'  thrown  info 
tbe  Legislature.  The  House  on  Jan.  It>,  1S4:^>,  balloteil  for  the 
•'first  candidate  for  Governor."  The  first  ballot  resulted  as 
follows  : 

\Vhole  number ..   ;'.4s 

Necessary  for  choice 17J 

Marcus  Morton  hiul 17'_* 

John  Davis 1711 

Samuel  L.  Sewall ti 

aud  there  was  do  choice. 

At  this  point  (according  to  tbe  HohIoii  Aiinit  of  the  following 
dayj  "  Mr.  Walley  said  that  one  more  vote  had  been  thrown 
than  there  were  mcuibors  present ;  348  votes  had  been  cast, 
anil  Mesi^rs.  Hardy  and  Douglas  of  Lowell,  Hyde  of  Sturbridge, 
and  Fowie  of  Boston,  were  absent,  and  it  whs  well  known  that 
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"  Note,  June,  1848.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  a 
change  for  the  better  has  come  over  the  people  of 
Hull  since  1845.  They  have  waked  up  considerably 
within  one  year,  and  tiic  town  ia  now  going  ahead 
at  a  pretty  smart  rate.  The  politics  of  the  voters 
have  undergone  a  material  change :  the  Whigs  now 
outnumber  the  Democrats  more  than  three  to  one. 
At  the  congressional  election  in  April  last  Mr.  Maun 
received  24  votes  and  Mr.  Whittaker  only  6.  .  .  . 
At  the  previous  gubernatorial  election  in  the  fall  of 
1847,  Mr.  Briggs  received  19  votes  and  Mr.  Gush- 
ing 9.  The  military  men  did  not  turn  out  in  their 
full  strength,  owing  to  some  supposed  indignity  cast 
at  them  by  the  Governor.  At  the  last  general  train- 
ing, in   May,  there   were    twenty-four  names  on   the 


there  were  only  351  in  the  House."     Another  ballot  resulted  a3 
follows  : 

Whole  number .' 347 

Necessary  for  choice 174 

Marcus  Morton  had .,...,  174 

John  Davis IG5 

Samuel  E.  Sewall 8 

Tliua,  by  a  majority  of  one  vote,  Mr.  Morton's  name  was  sent 
to  llio  Senate  as  *'  Hrst  candidate  for  Governor,"  according  to 
the  phrase  of  that  day.  The  House  on  the  same  day  elected 
.loliii  Davis  as  the  "second  candid.ite  for  Governor*',-  and  on 
the  day  following  the  Senate  elected  Mr.  Morton  Governor,  as 
follows : 

^Vhole  number 33 

Necessary  for  choice 20 

Marcus  Morton  had 27 

John  Davis II 

In  the  Boston  Atlas  of  Jan.  17,  1343,  which  had  bitterly  op- 
posed Morton,  appeared  an  editorial  headed  "The  Collins  Gov- 
ernor," in  which  the  following  language  occurred;  "There  is 
not  now  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  Marcus  Morton  will  be 
elected  this  day  as  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  In  1339  he  wns 
elected  Governor  by  one  vote  majority  at  the  popular  election. 
Now,  not  having  votes  enough  at  the  election  by  the  people,  he 
comes  into  the  office  by  a  single  vole  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  that  vote  given  to  him  by  a  member  from  one 
of  the  strongest  Whig  towns  in  the  commonwealth,  who  voted 
against  the  known  and  expressed  wishes  of  his  constituents, 
uud  basely  betrayed  the  interests  he  was  sent  here  to  sustain. 
This  man  is  the  member  from  Eastham,  B.  U.  A.  Collins,  whose 
name  we  have  before  announced,"  etc,  etc.  Any  descendant  of 
Mr.  Collins  who  may  chance  to  read  these  lines  need  not  feel 
that  any  stigma  is  thereby,  of  necessity,  cast  upon  his  kins- 
mHo's  memory.  The  charge  was  made  by  a  newspaper  smart- 
ing under  the  election  of  a  man  whom  it  opposed.  It  is  only 
inserted  here  to  show  that  the  "one  vote"  by  whioh,  practi- 
cally, Mr.  Morton  was  for  the  second  time  made  Governor, 
could  be  ascribed  to  any  one  of  the  representatives  who  voted 
for  him,  according  as  one  might  please, — that  is,  that  the 
"Shade  of  Aldcn"  had  just  as  good  a  right  to  claim  it  for  Hull, 
as  the  AtUm  had  U>  charge  it  upon  Collins.  It  is  one  of  those 
matters  which  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  dctiuitely 
pinned  down  as  the  act  of  a  particular  man.  Perhaps  it  is  hot- 
ter so. — A.  E.  S. 


muster-roll,  as  we  learned   from   Capt.   Lawton.     At 
this  present  writing  the  voters  are,  almost  to  a  man. 
Democratic  Whigs,  and   friendly   to  Gen.  Taylor  as 
next  President,   ,   .   .   The  town  has  now  a  milliliter, 
and  pays  him  a  moderate  salary.     He  is  a  Methodist, 
and  appears  peculiarly  well   fitted  for  the  station  he 
occupies.     His  name  is  Bates.     He  is  a  good  preacher, 
intellectually  strong,  and  has  a  bold  delivery,      lie  is 
sixty-eight  years  old,  but  looks  much  younger.   .   .   . 
Father  Bates  was   born   in   Cohasset.      He    followed 
fishing  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  Vermont  to  be  educated.  ,  ,  .  Among  other 
improvements  in  Hull  since  1845,  it  should  be  men- 
tioned  that  two  wharves  for   the  accommodation  of 
vessels,  steamboats,  and  fishermen   have  been   built, 
one  by   Mr.  [John]    Mitchell,  a  short  distance  from 
Tower's  hotel,  which  is  170  feet  long  and  100  wide. 
It  is  a  substantial  structure,  well  put  together,  and 
partly  built  of  stone.      It  cost  about  §2000,      Mr. 
Tudor  has  extended  his  wharf  by  adding  an  L  to  it, 
50  by  60  feet.     His  wharf  is  now  about  200   feet 
long.    The  depth  of  water  at  the  end  of  it,  at  low  tide, 
is  from   10  to  12  feet,  ...  A  new  town  hall  is  in 
progress  near  the  pond  in  front  of  Main  Street,  which 
will  cost  about  a  thousand  dollars.     The  upper  room 
is  to  be  devoted  to  town-meetings,  and  the  lower  one 
to  education  and  religion." 

Hull  did  her  whole  duty  in  the  Kcbellion,  raising 
twenty-two  soldiers  and  two  sailors.  Three  men  were 
lost  in  service :  Sergt,  Ansel  P.  Loring,  Company 
E,  Forty-seventh,  killed  on  duty  near  New  Orleans, 
June  24,  1863,  his  body  having  been  found  floating 
in  the  Mississippi,  with  shot-wounds  through  the 
head;  Nathaniel  R.  Hooper,  Company  F,  Twentieth, 
killed  at  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  11,  1862;  and  John 
M.  Cleverly,  Company  A,  Third  Rhode  Island  Cav- 
alry, at  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  of  chronic 
diarrhoea. 

Among  the  noteworthy  old  houses  at  Hull,  the 
Cusbing  house  may  properly  be  mentioned.  It  was 
built  as  a  parsonage  for  Rev,  Ezra  Carpenter,  one  of 
the  early  ministers,  and  is  still  well  preserved.  More 
than  a  century  ago,  when  it  was  occupied  by  Capt, 
Souther,  formerly  of  the  British  navy,  the  patriot 
James  Otis  frequently  made  it  his  summer  home.  It 
is  thought  that  the  old  Hunt  house  was  built  for  Rev. 
Mr.  Mathews'  parsonage.  Revs.  Zechariah  Whit- 
man and  Samuel  Yeazie  are  known  to  have  occupied 
it,  and  the  latter  made  a  painting  in  the  kitchen  which 
is  still  preserved.  The  house  was  later  the  home  of 
William  Haswell,  a  British  naval  officer  and  father  of 
Mrs.  Rowson  (the  talented  lady  alluded  to  in  the 
opening  portion  of  tho  present  sketch).    Haswell  lived 
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there  until  the  revolt  of  the  colouiea  against  British 
tyranny.  Within  a  few  years  the  venerable  house 
was  purchased  by  Mr.  John  Boyle  O'Rtilly,  the  Irish-  i 
American  poet  and  editor  of  the  Boston  Pilot.  The 
Oregon  House,  the  largest  hotel  in  Hull  village,  was 
built  in  1848  from  materials  of  the  barracks  at  Castle 
I.slaud.  It  has  been  considerably  enlarged  since  that 
time. 

During  recent  years  Hull  village  has  shared  in  the 
prosperity  resulting  from  the  rising  prominence  of  the 
region  as  a  summer  resort,  and  a  large  number  of  cot- 
tagers make  the  old  town  their  home  during  the  hot 
months.  On  the  old  steamboat  wharf  is  situated  the 
picturesque  club-house  of  the  Hull  Yacht  Club,  which 
numbers  nearly  five  hundred  members.  The  bay  in- 
side of  Hull  is  a  favorite  resort  for  yachtsmen,  and 
many  interesting  aquatic  events  take  place  there  each 
year  in  the  boating  season.  At  Windmill  Point,  the 
very  tip  end  of  the  territory  of  Hull,  is  located  a 
second  stea\nboat  wharf.  It  is  here  that  the  Nan- 
tasket  Beach  Railroad  makes  one  of  its  termini,  the 
stations  being  directly  in  front  of  the  mammoth  Hotel 
Pemborton,  one  of  those  great  caravansaries  peculiar 
to  the  American  watering-place  of  the  present  day. 

Telegraph  Hill,  the  most  conspicuous  eminence  in 
the  village  of  Hull,  overlooking  the  harbor  and  its 
approaches,  is  owned  by  an  elderly  lady  residing  in 
Hiugliam,  who  persistently  refuses  either  to  sell  or 
lease  it.  Were  it  to  come  into  the  market  it  would 
be  quickly  dotted  with  attractive  summer  cottages. 
The  hill  has  on  its  summit  the  ruins  of  an  old  fort, 
within  whose  embrasures  rises  a  small  wooden  struc- 
ture with  a  square  tower.  This  is  the  signal  station 
from  which  the  passage  of  inward-bound  shipping  is 
telegraphed  to  the  Boston  Merchants'  Exchange. 
Before  the  invention  of  the  telegraph  a  similar  end 
was  accomplished  through  the  use  of   semaphores.' 

■The  seuapbore  wiia  the  first  really  efficient  telegraph.  It 
was  invented  by  Claude  Chupp6,  and  adopted  by  the  Frcacb 
goveriaiient  in  1794.  Subsequently,  uader  various  moditicatioDS, 
it  cauc  into  use  in  nearly  every  civilized  country.  It  consisted 
uf  an  upright  post  supporting  a  horizontal  bar,  which,  turning 
upon  a  pivot,  could  be  placed  at  various  inctioatioaa.  This 
bad  two  smaller  arms  pivoted  to  its  extremities,  and  capable 
of  being  turned  at  various  angles  with  them.  By  indepuudetit 
niovcuient  of  the  parts  the  apparatus  was  susceptible  of  ninety- 
eight  distinct  positions,  and  of  exhibiting  the  same  number  of 
diHereuC  signals,  which  could  be  made  to  represent  either  letters, 
number;',  words,  or  sentences.  The  speed  of  trunsmiesion  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  was  abitut  three  signals  per 
minute.  [The  electric  telegraph  of  the  present  day  can  bo  worked 
at  a  rate  of  speed  exceeding  forty  words  per  minute. — A.  K.  S.] 
The  semaphores  were  placed  upon  high  towers,  usually  about 
four  or  live  miles  apart.  Much  ingenuity  was  expended  by 
Chuppe  and  others  in  arranging  a  system  of  lights  to  enable 
I  he  semaphore  to  be  used  at  night,  but  with  only  partial  suc- 


A  tower  stood  on  Central  Wharf,  Boston,  whence  the 
signals  (as  repeated  from  an  intervening  island)  were 
observed  and  repeated  to  the  Old  State-lluuse.  At 
first  the  names  and  characters  of  incoming  ships  were 
indicated  by  wooden  arms,  at  varying  angles,  on  a  tall 
staff.  Later,  however,  a  set  of  one  hundred  atid 
twelve  different  flags,  one  for  each  shipping  merchant 
of  Boston,  was  in  use.  Vessels  entering  the  bay 
bore  their  owner's  colors,  and  their  identity  was  thus 
easily  made  out  and  signalled  to  Boston.  The  furt 
was  built  during  the  Revolution,  the  exact  date  and 
the  circumatances  of  its  construction,  however,  being 
somewhat  uncertain.  On  the  southeasterly  slope  of 
the  hill  is  the  village  graveyard.  Within  it  lie  buried 
representatives  of  the  old  families  of  the  town,  some 
of  whose  descendants  walk  about  the  streets  of  Hull 
at  the  present  day. 

Below  are  certain  statistics  relating  to  Hull,  which 
have  been  collated  from  official  sources : 


RECEIPTS   AND    EXPENDITUUES. 

Year.                  Expenses.  Receipts. 

1S68 S^.Sao.'JO  $L',U:iU.75 

186a 6,288.70  6, 121!. 30 

1870 6,720.69  6,482.18 

1871 7,254.73  7,0JO.ti6 

1872 3,860.86  4,198.89 

1873 6,442.38  6,808.09 

1874 14,306.34  16,2H9.I0 

1876 7,601.68  7,699.84 

1876 11,667.20  11,694.20 

1877 10,476.03  10,626.94 

1878 10,694.76  12.072.80 

1879 9,079.69  10.647.42 

1880 11,361.86  13,116.71 

1881 26,634.94  28,660.11 

1882 21,668.76  22,962.66 

1883 34,767.67  36,871.86 

No.  Ratable 

Tear.                                               Polls.     Houses.  Yahialloa. 

t.     ,.      d. 

1771 34         27  460   11     2 

1791 21          19  363     4   11 

1801 35         14  $1,961  27 

1811 32         20  2,163.1)3 

1821 21          24  3,4.17.26 

1831 24         23  68,1(10.862 

1840 68         23  68,124.00 

1S5U 58         45  117, 82.!. 00 


cess.  In  fogs  and  snow-storms,  moreover,  this  system  was  en- 
tirely useless.  Until  the  introduction  of  the  electric  telegraph 
almost  every  country  in  Europe  maintained  lines  of  semapliores 
between  its  capital  and  the  most  important  ports  upon  its  sea- 
board. Perhaps  the  most  important  and  costly  undertaking  uf 
this  kind  waa  the  great  line  constructed  by  Nicholas  I.  of 
Russia  from  the  Austrian  frontier  through  ^Varsaw  to  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  which  was  composed  of  two  hundred  iind  tvventy  sta- 
tions. The  semaphores  were  erected  upon  the  summits  of  sub- 
stantial and  lofty  towers,  and  the  whole  work  coot  several 
millions  uf  dollars. — Johitnoit'a  Ct/ctopH'diit. 

2  In  1831  a  change  was  made  in  the  manner  of  fixing  the 
town's  valuation,  which  accounts  for  the  apparent  large  increase 
over  the  previous  year. 
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No.  RaUble 

Year.                                          PulU.  iiouBen.  YttlutaioD.              | 

1S6U 62  64  $17'J,U78.0U 

1870 74  72  200,012.01) 

ISSO 114  S24  8a7, 759.00 

1881 112  360  l,;nG, 124.00 

1882 12i  454  1,577,905.00 

188;( 100  477  2,110,806.09 

1884 187  501  2,104,172.00 

Population.— 1776, 120  ;  1790, 120  ;  1800, 117  ; 
181U,  132;  1820,  172;  1830,  198;  1840,  231; 
1850,  253;  1855,  292;  1860,  285;  1865,  260; 
1870,  261  ;  1875,  316;  1880,  383. 

Nantasket  Beach. — It  is  nearly  a  century  since 
Nantasket  Beach  began  its  career  as  a  pleasure  resort, 
—  in  a  small  way,  to  be  sure,  as  a  desirable  rendezvous 
for  picnic  parties,  but  nevertheless  a  beginning.  In 
1826  a  Mr.  Worrick  opened  a  small  public-house  near 
the  southerly  end  of  the  Beach,  called  "  The  Sporta- 
man,"  which  was  the  resort  of  Daniel  Webster  and 
other  distinguished  men,  and  is  still  in  existence  and 
occupied  as  a  summer  cottage.  The  first  steamboat 
pier  was  built  in  1869,  and  the  boats  of  the  Boston 
and  Hingham  Steamboat  Company,  which  had  for 
half  a  century  previous  been  running  to  Hinghum, 
began  to  touch  at  Nantasket  Beach.  Those  who  came 
once,  returned  to  busy  cities  charmed  with  the  spot. 
They  told  their  friends  of  the  Arcadia  which  they 
had  discovered.  The  tens  of  visitors  became  scores, 
and  the  scores  hundreds;  and,  notably  within  the  past 
ten  years,  or  even  less,  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  prog- 
ress has  entered  into  the  very  atmosphere  of  the 
place,  until  now  the  number  of  tourists  who  visit  the 
Beach  during  the  warm  months  is  only  to  be  measured 
by  thousands.  In  place  of  the  unpretentious  hotels 
of  the  early  hosts,  now  are  seen  great  caravansaries, 
architecturally  beautiful  without,  and  supplied  within 
with  every  comfort  and  convenience  which  a  guest 
may  desire.  Upon  the  once  barren  knolls  and  hill- 
aides  have  been  reared  handsome  cottages,  many  of 
which  are  occupied  by  Boston's  wealthy  families. 

One  thing  which  gives  Nantaaket  Beach  no  incon- 
siderable prestige  is  the  fact  that  its  tone  has  always 
been  high.  Without  being  a  Newport,  where  none 
but  millionaires  find  congenial  companionsiiip  await- 
ing them,  the  Beach  has  drawn  to  itself  the  patron- 
age of  the  masses  of  people  of  moderate  means,  but 
of  taste  and  refinement  as  well.  In  the  parlors  and 
upon  the  piazzas  of  its  great  hotels  silks  rustle  and 
diamonds  glisten  ;  and  women  and  men,  whose  man- 
ners and  speech  entitle  them  to  the  appellation  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  promenade  or  converse,  or  listen 
to  the  music  of  an  evening.  Upon  the  roadways 
~  many  a  neat  private  turnout  is  seen,  and  the  indica- 
tions of  wealth  are  not  difficult  of  discovery  in  many 


directions.  It  should  not  be  inferred,  however,  that 
Nantasket  is  a  spot  where  the  poor  man  has  no  place. 
On  the  contrary,  there  is  no  summer  resort  known 
to  the  writer  where  the  laboring  man  and  his  family 
can  enjoy  a  day's  or  a  week's  "  outing"  to  more  ad- 
vantage to  themselves,  or  at  less  expense,  than  here. 
Any  well-behaved  person,  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor, 
is  always  sure  of  courteous  treatment,  as  well  as  of 
renewed  vigor  and  strength  from  the  sea-breezes,  the 
bathing,  and  the  many  charming  accessories  of  this 
favorite  resort. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  present  writer  to  enter 
into  a  conventional  description,  d  la  guide-book,  of 
this  best-known  summer  resort  in  New  England.  It 
is  known  the  country  over  to  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands of  tourists.  The  unsurpassed  beauty  of  the 
steamer  trip  of  an  hour's  duration  from  Boston  to 
Nantasket  pier,  the  manifold  natural  attractions  of 
the  Beach,  the  bountiful  provision  made  to  entertain 
the  visitor,  the  excellence  of  its  hotels  and  orchestras, 
— all  these  things,  and  much  more,  are  already  known 
of  all  men.  To  recount  them  in  detail  in  an  article 
such  as  this  would  be  but  a  waste  of  valuable  space. 

"  Roll  on,  thou  deep  and  dark-blue  ocean, — roll  I 
Ten  thousand  fleets  sweep  over  thee  in  vain  ; 
Man  marks  the  earth  with  ruin, — bis  control 
Stops  with  the  shore;  .  .  . 
Ills  steps  are  not  upon  thy  puthrj, — thy  fields 
Are  not  a  spoil  for  him, — thou  dost  artsc 
And  shake  him  from  thee;  .  .  . 
Unchangeable  save  to  thy  wild  waves'  play, — 
Time  writes  no  wrinkle  on  thine  azure  brow, — 
Sueh  »a  creation's  dawn  beheld,  thuu  rollest  now." 

Were  the  writer  another  Byron,  he  knows  of  no 
fitter  spot  to  vbit  in  search  of  scenes  which  should 
inspire  his  muse  to  lofty  flights  than  Nanta^sket 
Beach.  The  sea,  in  its  ever-changing  aspects,  has 
ever  been  a  favorite  theme  for  poetic  song,  though 
few  writers  have  equaled  in  grandeur  of  thought  and 
expression  the  stanzas  of  which  the  above-quoted 
lines  are  a  part.  It  is  at  Nantasket  that  old  ocean 
can  be  studied  in  all  its  thousand  phases ;  from  the 
calm,  blue  expanse,  dotted  with  glistening  sails,  shim- 
mering in  the  summer  sunlight,  or  glowing  redly  with 
the  bright  reflection  from  sunset-hued  clouds,  to  the 
heaving,  seething  caldron,  whose  angry,  white-capped 
waves  come  dashing  up  the  level  beach,  or  shatter 
themselves  against  rocky  cliffs,  as  if  to  rend  them. 

Until  within  recent  years  travel  along  the  Beach 
was  restricted  to  vehicles.  Now,  however,  by  means 
of  the  Nantasket  Beach  Railroad,  extending  from 
Hotel  Pemberton  to  the  Old  Colony  House  station 
on  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  one  may  not  only  visit 
at    his    convenience    any  of    the    numerous    "  way 
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stations"  along  the  line,  but  may  travel  by  a  con- 
tinuous, though  somewhat  circuitous,  rail  route  to 
Boston,  or  to  the  inland  towns  to  wliich  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  gives  access.  The  beach,  especially 
at  low  water,  is  one  of  the  finest  to  be  found  any- 
where. Broad,  smooth,  and  liard,  of  the  finest  and 
whitest  sand,  it  furnishes  a  deiiglitful  promenade  or 
drive,  as  well  as  the  best  facilities  for  bathing.  About 
midway  between  tlie  Nantasket  Boacli  station  and 
Hotel  Pemberton  is  Strawberry  Hill.  Here  is 
located  a  good-sized  settlement  of  neat  cottages  and  a 
hotel, — the  Sea  Foam  House.  Strawberry  Hill  has 
its  own  steamboat  wharf,  and  is  a  favorite  resort.  It 
is  unquestionably  destined  to  become  very  much 
larger  in  the  near  future,  since  there  are  a  great  many 
excellent  sites  for  cottages  as  yet  unimproved,  and  the 
laud  is  held  by  persons  who  are  disposed  to  encourage 
building.  The  old  barn  on  the  hill  summit  is  a  well- 
known  landmark  for  pilots  off  the  coast.  On  this 
site  a  barn  containing  eighty  tons  of  hay  was  burned 
in  1775,  "  to  grieve  the  British  garrison  of  Boston," 
and  the  harbor  was  splendidly  illuminated  by  these 
patriotic  fires.  From  Strawberry  Hill  the  official 
surveys  and  triangulations  of  the  harbor  have  been 
made,  and  the  stand-pipe  of  the  Hingham  Water 
Company,  fifty  feet  in  height,  is  erected  there,  ninety- 
seven  feet  above  high  water,  giving  one  hundred  and 
forty-seveu  feet  pressure.  Previous  to  the  building 
of  these  works  there  was  complaint  in  regard  to  lack 
of  water  by  the  cottagers  at  Strawberry  Hill,  Hull, 
and  Nantasket ;  but  now  a  great  abundance  of  ex- 
cellent water  is  secured  from  Accord  Poud,  Hingham. 
Many  pleasing  drives  may  be  taken  with  the  Beach 
as  a  starting-point,  the  most  beautiful  being  that 
along  the  far-famed  Jerusalem  road, — the  delightful 
higliway  traversing  the  blufiF  leading  southward 
toward  Cohasset  from  the  Beach,  wliich  many  of 
Boston's  aristocracy  have  fixed  upon  as  sacred  to 
themselves.  The  sea  view  from  this  road  is  un- 
excelled for  beauty,  and  a  drive  along  its  smooth 
course  is  rendered  additionally  pleasing  on  account  of 


the  elegant  residences,  surrounded  by  well-kept  and 
attractive  grounds,  which  line  it  on  either  side. 
These  structures  are  of  a  totally  different  style  from 
the  cottages  on  the  Beach  proper,  for  they  are  all 
more  substantially  constructed  and  more  elaborate 
architecturally.  In  several  instances  they  are  solidly 
built  of  .stone,  with  commodious  stables  in  the  roar. 
They  resemble  the  Newport  villa  more  nearly  thau 
the  more  modest  cottage  peculiar  to  Nantasket.  The 
drive  over  the  road  is  at  all  times  a  charmintr  one, 
even  to  one  familiar  with  its  beauties,  while  to  a 
stranger  it  cannot  fail  to  be  a  most  delightful 
experience. 

Every  visitor  to  Nantasket  Beach  is  forced,  as  ii 
were,  to  do  homage  to  the  clam.  Signs  greet  him  at 
every  turn  offering  him  "steamed  clams,"  "  boiled 
clams,"  "fried  clams,"  "clam  chowder,"  "baked 
clams,"  etc.,  until  he  may  well  recall  Joliu  G.  Saxe's 
witty  sonnet : 

"TO   A    CLAM. 
"duu  tacent  claua.nt. 
"  Inglorious  friend  1  most  contident  I  am 
Thy  life  is  one  of  very  little  euse; 
Albeit,  men  mock  thee  with  their  amik-s, 
And  prate  of  being  '  happy  as  a  clam  !' 
AVhut  though  thy  shell  protects  thy  fragile  head 
From  the  sharp  bailifls  of  the  briny  sea? 
Thy  valves  arc,  sure,  no  safety-valves  to  thee 
While  rakes  are  free  to  desecrate  thy  bed, 
And  bear  thee  off,  as  foemcn  take  their  spoil, 
Far  from  thy  friends  uiid  family  to  roum  ; 
Forced  like  a  Uesfian  from  thy  native  home, 
To  meet  destruction  in  a  foreign  broil  ! 
Though  thou  art  tender,  yet  thy  huniblu  bard 
Declares,  0  clum,  thy  case  is  shocking  hard." 

A  New  York  newspaper  remarks  that  "  Bostonians 
are  justly  proud  of  Nantasket  Beach,  where  one  can 
get  cultured  clams,  intellectual  chowder,  refined  lager, 
and  very  scientific  pork  and  beans.  It  is  far  superior 
to  our  motiotonous  sand  beach  [Coney  Island]  in  its 
picturesqueness  of  natural  beauty,  in  the  American 
character  of  the  visitors,  and  in  the  rea.soiiabletie.'-s  of 
hotel  charges,  as  well  aa  the  excellence  of  the  service." 


APPEISTDIX. 


Plymouth  County  in  the  Eebellion. — Iq  the 
history  of  the  various  towns  elsewhere  in  this  work 
will  be  found  an  account  in  detail  of  Plymouth 
County  in  the  Rebellion,  embracing  the  action  of  the 
towns,  with  soldiers'  names,  etc.  lu  this  chapter  are 
presented  brief  sketches  of  various  organizations 
having  representatives  from  this  county.  Plymouth 
County,  however,  was  more  or  less  represented  in 
nearly  every  organization  in  the  State. 

The  Third  Militia  Reg^iment,  Col.  Wardrop  com- 
mander, was  one  of  the  earliest  organizations  to  leave 
the  State.  It  left  for  the  front  April  17,  1861,  and 
returned  on  the  16th  of  the  following  July,  having 
performed  efficient  service.  One  company  of  this 
regiment.  Company  A,  of  Halifax,  was  organized  as 
early  as  1792. 

Fourth  Eeg;iment. — Tiie  Fourth  Regiment  was 
first  mustered  into  service  in  April,  1861,  for  three 
months,  and  ordered  to  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  It 
was  commanded  by  Col.  Abner  13.  Packard,  of  Quincy, 
and  included  among  its  companies  the  Lincoln  Light 
Infantry  (Company  I)  of  Hingham.  When  the  call 
was  made,  in  1862,  for  nineteen  thousand  and  eighty 
men  for  nine  mouths,  the  Fourth  again  volunteered, 
and  was  sent  to  Camp  "  Joe  Hooker"  to  receive  re- 
cruits. It  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Henry  Walker,  and  ordered  to  join  the  forces  under 
Maj.-Gen.  Banks,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

Seventh  Begiment. — This  regiment,  recruited 
principally  in  Bristol  County  by  Col.  (afterwards  Maj.- 
Gen.)  Darius  N.  Couch,  was  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  June 
15,  1861,  and  arrived  at  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the 
15th  of  July.  It  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the 
Peninsula,  Fredericksburg,  Chancelloraville,  Gettys- 
burg, Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  and 
Cold  Harb  r. 

While  in  the  service  it  was  almost  constantly  en- 
gaged in  important  duties  at  the  front.  Upon  return 
to  Taunton,  June  20,  18C4,  it  met  with  a  welcome 
reception,  and  was  mustered  out  the  4th  of  July. 


Twelfth  Kegfiment. — The  Twelfth  Massachusetts 
was  raised  by  Fletcher  Webster,  of  Marshfield,  who 
was  commissioned  colonel,  and  commanded  the  regi- 
ment until  he  was  killed  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  Aug.  30,  1862.  It  was  afterwards  under  the 
command  of  Col.  James  L.  Bates,  of  Weymouth, 
Mass.     This  regiment  originated  as  follows : 

The  Sunday  after  our  troops  were  attacked  in  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  a  mass  meeting  was  held  in  State  Street, 
Boston,  in  response  to  a  call  for  volunteers  is.«ued  by 
Fletcher  Webster.  The  meeting  was  addressed  by 
William  Dehon,  Esq.,  Edward  Riddle,  Hon.  Charles 
L.  Woodbury,  Mr.  Webster,  and  others.  After  read- 
ing the  proclamation  of  Governor  Andrew,  Mr.  Web- 
ster said  he  had  offered  his  services  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  regiment  to  serve  the  United  States 
during  the  continuance  of  the  existing  difficulties. 
"  I  shall  be  ready  on  Monday,"  said  Mr.  Webster, 
"  to  enlist  recruits.  I  know  that  your  patriotism  and 
valor  will  prompt  you  to  the  path  of  duty,  and  we 
will  show  to  the  world  that  the  Massachusetts  of  1776 
is  the  same  in  1861." 

The  regiment  was  mustered  into  service  June  26, 
1861,  and  left  the  State  July  23d.  It  was  engaged 
at  Cedar  Mountain,  Second. Bull  Run,  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania,  North  Anna  River,  Cold  Harbor, 
and  Petersburg.  July  8,  1864,  it  was  mustered  out 
of  service  at  Boston. 

Eighteenth  Regiment. — To  the  loyalty  and  pa- 
triotic spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Duxbury,  Middlcboro', 
Hanover,  Dedham,  and  Wrentham  is  due  the  origin 
of  this  notedly  excellent  regiment.  Companies  pre- 
viously formed  and  drilled  in  these  towns  were  ordered 
into  camp  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  by  the  Governor  in 
July,  1861,  and  thus  made  the  nucleus  for  the  Eigh- 
teenth. To  these  were  soon  added  companies  from 
Taunton,  Quincy,  and  Plymouth,' and  in  November  a 
company  from  the  town  of  Carver,  swelling  the  num- 
ber to  nine  hundred  and  ninety-six  men. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
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UuiteJ  States  on  the  27tli  of  August,  ISGl,  but  as 
a  battuliou  of  eight  compauie:!  left  Massachusetts,  Au- 
gust 2(kh,  under  orders  for  Washington. 

The  adjutant-general  states  that  during  the  fullow- 
ing  autumn  opportunity  was  offered,  and  favorably 
improved,  for  the  instruction  and  drilling  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  the  command  thus  obtaining  a  high  degree 
of  discipline,  and  a  commendable  proficiency  in  mili- 
tary drill  and  exercise,  was  complimented  by  the  gen- 
eral of  the  division,  George  McClellan,  with  a  new 
and  complete  outfit  of  uniforms,  camp  equipage,  etc., 
imported  from  France  by  the  government,  being  the 
same  worn  by  the  Cltasseurs  d  pied. 

The  subsequent  history  of  the  regiment  was  as 
brilliant  as  it  was  active  and  sanguinary.  It  shared 
in  the  battles  on  the  Peninsula,  and  was  engaged  at 
Second  Bull  Run,  Shepherdstown,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station, 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
and  Weldon  Railroad.  The  casualties  were  numerous, 
and  the  regiment  suffered  severely,  the  killed  and 
wounded  numbering  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

Made  up  largely  by  enlistments  from  Plymouth 
County,  the  Eighteenth  may  be  justly  termed  the 
"  Old  Colony  Regiment."  Few  organizations  made 
a  better  record. 

Twenty-ninth  Regiment. — The  companies  com- 
posing this  regiment  were  mustered  into  service  and 
left  the  State  at  different  dates.  Seven  of  the  number 
were  formed  from  among  the  first  enlistments  of  three- 
years'  men.  They  were  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe  to 
fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Militia 
Regiments,  the  latter  including  the  Lincoln  Light 
Infantry  of  Hingham,  and  when  these  returned  home 
the  seven  companies  were  designated  as  the  First 
Battalion  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Three  new 
companies  were  afterwards  sent  to  join  it,  and  the 
battalion  was  then  regularly  organized  as  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry. 
It  was  in  the  Ibllowing  engagements:  Hampton 
Roads,  Gaines'  Mills,  Savage  Station,  White-Oak 
Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Blue  Spring, 
Campbell  Station,  Siege  of  Knoxville,  Cold  Harbor, 
Peter.^burg,  Weldon  Railroad,  and  Fort  Stedman. 

Thirty-second  Regiment. — Six  companies  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer  Militia,  organized  for  garrison  duty 
at  Fort  Warren,  constituted  the  basis  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Regiment.  Capts.  Luther  Stephenson,  Jr.,  of 
Hingham,  and  Cephas  C.  Bumpus,  of  Braiutree,  had 
previously  been  connected  with  the  Fourth  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  and  were  three 
months  at  Fortress  Monroe,  commanding  Companies 


I  and  C.  Many  of  the  enlistments  were  also  from 
those  who  had  already  been  in  the  service,  and  the 
battalion  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
organizations  in  the  State. 

These  several  commands  were  not,  however,  recog- 
nized as  a  regiment  until  May  25,  1S(J2,  when,  by 
telegraph  dispatch,  they  were  ordered  to  report  at  the 
seat  of  war  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  In  twelve 
hours  from  the  time  the  dispatch  was  receivud  they 
were  on  their  way  for  Washington.  Shortly  after 
the  requisite  number  of  companies  was  forwarded  to 
join  the  battalion,  and  the  ranks  were  filled. 

In  November,  18B1,  Capt.  Luther  Stephenson,  Jr., 
entered  upon  the  work  of  recruiting  a  company,  to 
be  stationed  at  Fort  Warren,  for  the  purpose  before 
stated,  and  established  his  headquarters  at  the  town 
hall,  Hingham,  designating  tlie  locality  as  "  Camp 
Dimmick,"  in  honor  of  Col.  Dimmick,  then  in  com- 
mand at  Fort  Warren.  In  the  prosecution  of  his 
labors  he  had  the  hearty  sympathy  and  co-operation 
of  his  fellow-townsmen,  who  in  various  forms  testified 
their  interest,  not  only  by  acceptable  contributions  for 
the  liappiness  and  comfort  of  those  in  camp,  but  by 
rendering  every  other  service  in  their  power. 

Enlistments  came  in  rapidly,  many  from  various 
towns  in  different  sections  of  the  State  ;  and  shortly, 
by  the  accession  of  thirty-one  men  from  Camp  Cam- 
eron, including  Lieut.  Charles  A.  Dearborn,  of  Salem, 
the  requisite  number  was  secured. 

On  Monday,  Nov.  26, 1861,  all  were  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  ;  and  on   Tuesday, 
November  27th,  left  camp  for  Fort   Warren,   where, 
the  winter  of  1861-62  was  passed. 

Immediately  on  the  departure  of  Company  A, 
Lieut.  Lyman  B.  Wlnton  opened  a  recruiting-office 
at  Oasis  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  enlist- 
ments, to  be  joined  to  a  company  then  being  raised 
by  Capt.  Bumpus,  of  Braintree.  His  enterprise  was 
soon  crowned  with  abundant  success.  More  than 
fifty  men  were  enrolled,  nearly  forty  of  whom  were 
from  the  town  of  Hingham.  A  portion  of  these, 
however,  were  not  mustered  in,  on  account  of  excess 
of  numbers,  thirty-two  being  finally  accepted.  On 
Monday,  December  13th,  the  recruits  left  Hingham 
for  Camp  Cameron,  where  they  were  consolidated 
with  Company  E,  Capt.  Bumpus,  and  where  they 
remained  until  Tuesday,  December  24th,  when  all 
left  for  Fort  Warreu. 

In  January,  186-1,  three  hundred  and  thirty  men 
of  this  regiment,  having  re-enlisted,  were  permitted 
to  go  to  their  homes  in  Massachusetts  fur  thirty  days. 
They  arrived  in  Boston  on  Sunday,  and  received  a 
most  cordial   welcome   from    Governor   Andrew,   the 
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mayor,  and  other  ofiScials.  A  salute  was  fired  on 
Boston  Common  in  honor  of  their  arrival,  and  a  col- 
lation provided  at  Faneuil  Hall. 

The  list  of  battles  of  the  Thirty-second  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  :  Malvern  Hill,  Gaines'  Mill,  Second  Bull 
Ruu,  Antietam,  Shepherdstown  Ford,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Bappahunnock  Station, 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Tolopotomy  Swamp,  Bethesda  Church, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Vaughan 
road,  Dabney's  Mills,  Boydton  road,  and  White-Oak 
road. 

The  total  number  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  of 
those  who  died  from  disease,  waa  two  hundred  and 
seventy-seven.  The  regiment  waa  mustered  out  June 
29,  1865. 

Thirty-fifth  Eegiment— The  Thirty-fifth  Regi- 
ment was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  Aug.  21,  1862,  left  Massachusetts  the  day 
following,  and  waa  mustered  out  June  9,  1865. 

Few  organizations  from  the  State  exhibit  a  more 
extended  or  a  more  severe  experience.  It  rendered 
efficient  service  in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Arkansas,  and  Mississippi,  and  greatly  distinguished 
itself  at  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Jackson,  the  capital 
of  Mississippi.  It  was  present  at  the  battles  at  An- 
tietam, Fredericksburg,  Campbell  Station,  siege  of 
Knoxville,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Cold  Harbor, 
Weldon  Railroad,  South  Mountain,  Vicksburg,  Pop- 
lar Spring  Church,  Hatcher's  Run,  Fort  Sedgwick, 
Fort  Mahone,  and  Petersburg. 

Thirty-eighth  Regiment. — Seven  companies  of 
the  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  were  recruited  at  Camp 
Stanton,  Lynnfield,  and  three  (Cambridge  companies) 
at  Camp  Cameron.  It  was  mustered  into  the  service 
Aug.  24,  1862,  left  the  State  August  26th  for  Bal- 
timore, and  November  10th  embarked  for  New  Or- 
leans. In  March,  1863,  it  joined  the  brigade  at 
Baton  Rouge,  and  on  the  13th  marched  to  Port 
Hudson  to  assist  in  the  demonstration  made  to  aid 
Admiral  Farragut  in  passing  the  batteries.  It  was 
in  the  Western  Louisiana  campaign  under  Gen. 
Banks,  and  afterwards  took  part  in  all  the  assaults 
upon  Port  Hudson,  suffering  a  heavy  loss.  It  also 
shared  in  the  Red  River  expedition,  under  Bunks. 

The  regiment  returned  to  Virginia  in  the  summer 
of  1864,  and  went  through  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
campaign  under  Sheridan,  and  was  for  a  time  under 
the  command  of  Sherman  in  Georgia  and  North  Car- 
olina. After  an  extended,  wearisome,  and  perilous 
experience,  it  was  mustered  out  at  Savannah,  June 
3U,  1865,  by  reason  of  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
finally  reached   home   and   was   discharged  July   13, 


1865,  eleven  months'  pay  being  then  due  the  regi- 
ment. 

The  Thirty-eighth  was  present  in  the  engagements 
at  Bislaod,  Port  Hudson,  Cane  River,  Mansura,  Ope- 
quau,  Fisher's  Hill,  and  Cedar  Creek. 

Thirty-ninth  Regiment. — The  Thirty-ninth  Mas- 
sachusetts Infantry  waa  recruited  principally  from 
Bristol,  Essex,  Middlesex,  Norfolk,  Plymouth,  and 
Suffolk  Counties.  Of  those  from  Plymouth  County, 
a  large  proportion  were  from  the  towns  of  Hingham, 
Scituate,  and  South  Scituate. 

The  regiment  was  organized  at  Lynnfield,  Mass., 
but  for  a  short  time  before  leaviug  the  State  was 
located  at  Camp  Stanton,  in  the  town  of  Boxford. 
It  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  Sep- 
tember 4th ;  arrived  at  Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  8, 
1862  ;  and  June  2,  1865,  waa  mustered  out  by  reason 
of  close  of  the  war. 

The  Thirty-ninth  served  upon  picket-guard  duty 
in  the  Department  of  Defenses  of  Washington  until 
July  12,  1863,  when  it  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  It  did  not,  however,  take  part  in  any  en- 
gagement until  May  5,  1864,  when,  being  ordered 
out  on  the  Brock  Pike,  it  advanced  in  line  of  battle 
through  the  woods  to  the  support  of  a  body  of  troops 
in  front,  then  being  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy. 
From  that  time  it  was  in  nearly  if  not  all  the  con- 
flicts that  took  place  between  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  the  Confederate  forces  in  Virginia. 
The  last  year  of  its  history  waa  marked  by  heavy 
losses  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners ;  Col.  Davis, 
the  commander  of  the  regiment,  being  among  those 
who  were  killed. 

The  battles  in  which  it  was  engaged  occurred  in 
rapid  succession.  They  were  Mine  Run,  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Bethesda 
Church,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Dabney's 
Mills,  Gravelly  Run,  and  Five  Forks. 

The  Thirty-ninth  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Gen.  Lee,  and  also  was  among  the  military  organiza- 
tions that  participated  in  the  grand  review  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

First  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery. — The  basis  of 
this  regiment  was  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  Iiifautry. 
It  waa  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
July  5th,  and  left  Massachusetts  July  7,  1861. 

By  order  from  the  War  Department  it  was  changed 
to  a  heavy  artillery  regiment  Jan.  1,  1862. 

In  1863  the  regiment  re-enlisted  for  an  additional 
term  of  three  years,  and  was  mustered  out  Aug.  16, 
1865,  making  its  complete  period  of  service  more  than 
four  years. 

Its  record  includes  the  following  engagements,  viz. : 
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Spottsylvania,  North  Anoa,  Tolopototny,  Cold  Harbor, 
Pctoisbuig,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Poplar 
Spring'  Cliurch,  Boydtoa  Road,  Hatcher's  Run,  Duo- 
can's  Run,  and  Vaughan  road. 

Third  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery. — The  Third 
Rugiuient  of  Heavy  Artillery  was  forujed  from  the 
Third,  Sixth,  Seventh,  Eigliih,  Ninth,  Tenth,  Elev- 
enth, Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  and 
Sixteenth  Unattached  Companies  of  Heavy  Artillery. 

The  eight  companies  first  ineuttoned  were  originally 
raised  for  the  coast  defense  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
sett.s,  and  for  a  time  were  so  employed. 

The  new  organization  Wiis  directed  by  order  of  the 
War  Department,  and  the  regiment  was  forwarded  to 
Washington  in  the  autumn  of  1864. 

From  this  time  to  the  expiration  of  its  term  of 
enlistment  it  was  stationed  at  different  points  in  the 
vicinity  for  the  defense  of  the  national  capital. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Cavalry. — This  regiment 
was  organized  by  special  order  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  was  composed  of  the  Independent  Battalion, 
formerly  Third  Battalion,  First  Regiment  of  Cavalry, 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  two  new  battalions 
recruited  in  Massachusetts. 

At  the  time  of  its  organization  the  First  Battalion, 
Maj.  Stevens,  was  stationed  in  South  Carolina. 

The  Second  Battalion  left  the  State  March  20, 
18G4,  and  the  Third  April  23,  1864. 

With  full  complement  of  men  the  regiment  con- 
sisted of  twelve  squadrons,  each  one  hundred  strong, 
and  was  fully  recruited  March  1,  1864. 

A  portion  of  the  regiment  was  present  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Gainesville,  Fla.,  Drury's  Bluff,  and  also 
in  several  of  the  battles  before  Petersburg  and  Rich- 
mond.    Mustered  out  Nov.  14,  1865. 

The  Old  Colony  Railroad,  which  threads  Plym- 
outh County  in  various  directions,  is  a  consolidation 
of  several  lines,  the  oldest  being  that  portion  extend- 
ing from  Boston  to  Plymouth,  which  was  chartered 
March  IS,  1844,  and  opened  Nov.  10,  1846.  The 
next  oldest  portion  was  the  line  from  Boston  to  Fall 
River.  Sept.  7,  1354,  these  two  lines  were  consoli- 
dated under  the  name  of  the  Old  Colony  and  Fall 
River  Railroad  Company.  Oct.  1,  1872,  the  Fall 
River  Railroad  was  consolidated  with  the  Cape  Cod 
Railroad  Company,  which  was  chartered  in  1846, 
and  roud  opened  to  Cape  Cod,  July  23,  1873.  Upon 
this  con.solidation  the  road  took  the  name  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  Company.  The  South  Shore  was 
purcluised  Oct.  1,  1876;  the  Duxbury  and  Cohasset, 
Oct.  1,  1878;  the  Full  River,  Warren  and  Provi- 
dence. Dee.  1,  1875.  The  Middleboro'  and  Taunton 
branch  was  opened  in  1856,  the  direct  line  via  Easton 


and  Taunton  in  1871,  and  the  branch  from  Raynham 
to  Taunton  in  1882.  Feb.  1,  1879,  a  contract  was 
made  under  which  the  Old  Colony  and  the  Boston, 
Clinton,  Fitchburg  and  New  Bedford  Railroads  were 
to  be  operated  perpetually  as  one  line,  the  latter  com- 
pany receiving  as  its  sliare  ten  and  two  thirds  per 
cent,  of  the  gross  earnings  of  tiie  eunsolidated  line. 
The  Boston,  Clinton,  Fitchburg  and  New  Bedford 
Railroad  was  a  consolidation  of  several  Hues.  The 
Old  Colony  also  leases  the  Lowell  and  Frauiingham 
Railroad  and  the  Fall  River  Railroad,  a  line  extend- 
ing from  Fall  River  to  New  Bedford.  The  lease  of 
this  road  was  made  for  ninety-nine  years.  It  also 
leases  the  Dorchester  and  Milton  road,  a  line  extend- 
ing from  Neponset  to  Mattapan,  a  distance  of  three 
and  one-third  miles.  The  company  operates  468.32 
miles  of  road,  and  have  one  hundred  and  twenty  loco- 
motives and  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  cars. 

The  following  are  the  lines  of  this  road  and  its 
branches:  Boston  to  Providence,  120.01  miles; 
South  Braintree  to  Plymouth,  26.04 ;  Braintree  to 
Kingston,  32.30 ;  South  Braintree  to  Newport, 
57.97;  Middleboro' to  Taunton,  14.96;  New  Bed- 
ford to  Fitchburg,  91.49.  Branches:  Middleboro' 
and  Taunton,  8.04  ;  South  Abington  to  Bridgewater, 
7.33  ;  Atlantic  to  Braintree,  5.41  ;  Coha.sset  Narrows 
to  Wood's  Hall,  17.54  ;  Yarmouth  to  Ilyannis,  5.05  ; 
Pratt's  Junction  to  Sterling  Junction,  5.67  ;  Wliit- 
tenton  Junction  to  Attleboro',  8.60 ;  Tremont  to 
Fair  Haven,  15.17.  Also  the  Easton,  Shawmut,  Fall 
River,  Warren  and  Providence  Extension,  Lancaster, 
Marlboro',  Framingham  Prison,  Weir,  and  Acushuet 
branches. 

The  road  is  under  the  present  management  :  Presi- 
dent, Charles  F.  Choate  ;  Treasurer,  John  M.  Wash- 
burn ;  Clerk,  John  S.  Brayton  ;  Gener:il  Manager, 
J.  R.  Kendrick ;  Division  Superintcndent.s,  J.  H. 
French,  S.  A.  Webber,  C.  H.  Nye;  General  Pas- 
senger and  Ticket  Agent,  J.  Spraguc,  Jr.  ;  General 
Freight  Agent,  S.  C.  Putnam  ;  Superintendent  of 
Motive  Power,  J.  N.  Lander;  Chief  Engineer,  George 
S.  Morrill  ;  Master  of  Transportation,  J.  C.  Sanborn; 
Master  of  Car  Repairs,  S.  Stevens  ;  Purchasing  -\geiit, 
R.  W.  Husted. 

The  present  directors  are  Uriel  Crocker,  Francis 
B.  Hayes,  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Boston ;  Charles  F. 
Choate,  Southboro' ;  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Easton  ; 
Charles  L.  Lovering,  Taunton ;  Thomas  J.  Borden 
and  John  S.  Brayton,  Fall  River;  William  J.  Rotch, 
New  Bedford;  John  J.  Russell,  Plymouth;  Ruyal 
M.  Turner,  Randolph  ;  Nathaniel  Thayer,  Lancaster; 
and  Thomas  Dunn,  Newport,  R.  I. 
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The  Fall  River  Line. — Thia  railroad  compaoy 
also  owns  the  fatuous  Fall  River  Hoe.  The  firbt 
comtuunication  between  Fall  River  and  New  York 
was  inaugurated  iu  1847  by  the  organization  of  the 
Bay  State  Steamboat  Company,  with  a  capital  of 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  first  steamer, 
'•  Bay  State,"  commenced  her  trips  in  May  of  that 
year.  This  company  in  course  of  time  passed  into 
control  of  the  Boston,  Newport  and  New  York 
Steamboat  Company,  and  later  the  steamers  became 
the  property  of  the  Narra;.;ansett  Steamship  Com- 
pany, then  under  the  control  of  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  and 
Jay  Gould,  of  New  York. 

In  about  the  year  1871  this  line  passed  into  the 
possession  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  thus 
forming  its  now  famous  "  Fall  River  Line"  between 
Boston  and  New  York.  Among  the  older  boats  op- 
erated by  this  company  were  the  "  Senator,"  the  "  Gov- 
ernor," the  '  Kauhdin,"  and  the  "  State  of  Maine." 
The  present  steamers  are  the  "  Old  Colony"  and 
"  Newport"  for  winter  .service,  and  the  palatial  steam- 
ers ''  Bristol,"  "  Providence,"  and  "  Pilgrim"  for 
summer  service.  The  latter  was  added  to  the  line  in 
1883,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  and  largest  steamers 
plying  on  the  sound. 

BROCKTON. 

TJniversalist  Society. — Since  the  settlement  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Surt,  in  1864,  the  pulpit  of  the  Universal- 
ists  of  Brockton  has  had  a  varied  experience,  and 
the  supply  been  somewhat  irregular.  Rev.  Stephen  L. 
Rorapaugh  was  pastor  from  May,  1864,  to  Dec.  16, 
1806,  when  he  resigned,  though  he  continued  preach- 
ing till  March  24,  1867.  The  next  pastor  was  the 
Rev.  Isaac  M.  Atwood,  from  May,  1807,  to  1872. 
Rev.  S.  S.  Hcbard,  April,  1872. 

Ellis  Packard,  0.  0.  Patten,  and  David  F.  Studley, 
deacons;  Sumner  A.  Hay  ward,  clerk;  Alpheus 
Holme.s,  superintendent  of  Sunday-school. 

Several  changes  took  place  in  the  affairs  of  the  so- 
ciety from  1872  to  1877.  About  that  time  Rev. 
Samuel  L.  Beal  removed  to  Brockton  from  Province- 
town,  and  gathered  a  new  organization  of  members  of 
the  disbanded  society,  and  preached  in  the  old  Uni- 
versalist  Church,  which  was  then  unoccupied,  where 
he  remained  for  a  few  months,  and  then  removed  to 
the  Grand  Army  Hall,  East  Elm  Street,  where  he 
remained  for  two  to  three  years.  His  first  great  effort 
was  to  organize  a  Sunday-school,  which  he  did  on  the 
5th  day  of  June,  1877.  In  1880  this  society  re- 
moved to  Cunningham  Hall,  formerly  the  old  Uni- 
versalist  Church,  where  he  continued  for  about  three 
years.     On  the  9th  of  November,  1880,  a  new  and 


legal  organization  of  the  society  took  place,  under  the 
name  of  New  Universalist  Society.  The  success  uf 
the  society  has  been  largely  through  the  efforts  and 
labors  of  Rev.  Mr.  Beal,  who  had  gatliercd  au  as- 
sembly representing  nearly  one  hundred  families,  and 
a  Sunday-school  having  a  library  of  about  one  thou- 
sand volumes.  Mr.  Beal  was  an  active  and  earnest 
man  in  the  pulpit.  He  was  also  deeply  interested 
in  temperance  and  other  reforms  in  the  city,  and 
labored  vigorously  with  tongue  and  pen  to  check  the 
tide  of  intemperance  and  vice,  and  often  with  telling 
effect.  Mr.  Beal  did  faithful  service  on  the  school 
committee  in  1882.  Rev.  Mr.  Beal  retired  from  the 
service  of  this  church  in  August,  1883. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  the  same  year,  the  Rev. 
John  P.  Eastman,  of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  a  graduate 
of  Tufta  College,  was  invited  to  supply  the  pulpit, 
and  immediately  began  preaching,  and  on  Thursday, 
the  2nth  of  December,  in  Cunningham  Hall,  he  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  and  installed  as  pastor  of  the 
church.  The  hall  was  finely  trimmed  with  evergreen, 
and  over  the  pulpit  the  words,  "  God  is  our  Strength." 
The  service  commenced  at  two  o'clock  p  m.,  and  was 
largely  attended.  Rev.  C.  R.  Tenney,  of  Sloughton, 
led  the  praise  meeting,  and  the  sermon  was  preached 
by  Rev.  W.  C.  Biddle,  of  North  Cambridge.  The 
regular  ordination  services  at  seven  p.m.  were  well 
attended,  the  hall  being  completely  filled. 

Rev.  R.  P.  Bush,  of  Everett,  road  the  Scriptures 
and  offered  prayer.  After  the  ordination  hymn  a 
sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev.  L.  F.  McKinney,  of 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  which  was  an  eloquent  discourse. 
Rev.  C.  R.  Tenney  gave  the  charge  to  the  pastor, 
Rev.  R.  T.  Sawyer,  of  Quincy,  extended  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  church,  and  Rev.  B.  F.  Bowles,  of  Abinu'- 
ton,  delivered  the  charge  to  the  society.  After  tlie 
singing  of  the  hymn,  '•  Jesus,  Lover  of  my  Soul," 
by  the  congregation,  the  benediction  was  pronounced 
by  the  newly-ordained  pastor. 

St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church.— The  first  services 
of  this  denomination  in  Brockton  were  in  1871,  when 
a  mission  was  established.  Rev.  Benjamin  II.  Gif- 
ford,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  commenced  preaching 
in  the  vestry  of  the  Central  Methodist  Church,  in 
Brockton,  and  "  Music  Hall,"  afterwards  in  "  Perkins' 
Hall." 

Rev.  James  H.  Sanderson,  of  Plymouth,  was  the 
next  preacher,  and  afterwards  Rev.  J.  Nelson  Jones 
supplied  the  pulpit  for  a  time. 

Rev.  Thomas  G.  Carver,  D.D.,  of  New  York  City, 
formerly  a  chaplain  in  the  array,  preached  here  fur  a 
time,  from  Aug.  15,  1875.  The  estimation  in  which 
Dr.   Carver  was  held  by  the  people  with   whom   he 
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labored  may  be  seen  in  the  following  resolutions, 
unanimously  adopted  by  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Society 
at  a  meeting  held  June  20,  1878 : 

"  WnEiiK.vs,  Thomas  G.  Carver,  D.D.,  pustor  of  St.  Paul's  ' 
Cburc:li,  Brockton,  has  teadered  to  us  (be  resigDaCion  oC  his  | 
ofiico  as  pastor,  and  I 

"  Wnt:ict:AS,  He  has  in  a  most  friendly  manner  made  it  ap-  > 
patent  to  us  that  his  action  in  this  mutter  is  and  will  be  a  mu-  | 
tual  benciit  to  our  Parish,  as  well  as  to  himself,  therefore 

"  litnitlved^  That  while  we  accept  his  resignation  in  the 
spirit  of  love  and  good-will,  we  personally  and  collectively  ap- 
preciate his  abilities,  and  regret  bis  leaving  us  at  this  time. 

"  Renulued,  That  We  tender  him  our  siucere  thanks  for  his 
ministrations  during  the  past  three  years,  and  especially  for 
the  hearty  interest  and  energy  displayed  in  the  personal  efT(jrt 
so  successfully  made  in  the  building  of  our  ohapel, 

"  Heaohed,  That  we  tender  our  wishes  for  his  health,  happi- 
ness, and  success  in  the  field  of  labor  so  recently  opened  to 
him. 

'*  ReHulvtdf  That  the  clerk  be  instructed  to  convey  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  Br.  Carver,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
printed  in  the  Brockton  papers." 

This  society  has  a  neat  chapel  costing  about  two 
thousand  dollars,  sixty  by  thirty-five  feet  in  size,  on 
Pleasant  Street,  fitted  up  in  good  taste.  St.  Paul's 
Chapel  was  opeued  for  public  worship  Sunday,  July 
8,  1877.  The  services  were  conducted  by  Dr.  Car- 
ver, who  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  from  the 
text,  1  Samuel  vii.  12.  Music  on  that  occasion  was 
by  a  quartette  of  vocalists,  consisting  of  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Dean,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Westou,  Mr.  W.  D.  Packard, 
director,  and  Mr.  F.  James;  Miss  Holbrook  presided 
at  the  organ. 

The  chapel  is  an  unpretentious  little  edifice  of  the 
Noroian-Gothic  style  of  architecture,  with  a  sharp 
roof,  bald  gables,  and  Gothic  windows.  Over  the 
front  door  is  a  projecting  entrance,  surmounted  by  a 
cross.  The  interior  is  finished  with  open  timber- 
ing to  the  roof;  at  the  chancel  end  is  a  handsome 
stained  window,  bearing  an  emblem  of  the  Trinity, 
beueath  which  is  an  elegant  altar  of  walnut  and  ash. 
Inside  the  chancel-rail  are  two  richly  upholstered 
chairs,  and  a  lectern,  on  which  is  a  beautiful  copy  of 
the  Bible,  presented  to  tiie  church.  The  auditorium 
has  sittings  for  nearly  two  hundred  people.  The 
pews  are  cushioned,  and  the  aisle  neatly  carpeted. 
Seats  for  the  choir  and  a  place  for  an  organ  are 
located  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  room  and 
screened  by  a  low  curtain. 

Permanent  services  have  been  established  here, 
which  supplies  a  long-felt  want  for  those  who  desire 
the  impressive  services  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  a  community  like  Brockton  will  soon  outgrow  in 
numbers  their  present  accommodations. 

Brockton  Tabernacle  Free  Church. — The  first 
services  commenced   by   this    church   were    held    on 


Friday  evening,  June  4,  1875,  in  the  room  furmerly 
occupied  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  Mu»ic  Hall, 
at  the  corner  of  East  Elm  and  Main  Streets.  Rev. 
Charles  M.  Winchester,  who  was  connected  with  the 
North  End  Mission  of  Boston,  was  pa.stor.  The  chief 
object  of  this  new  society  was  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
the  masses,  having  special  regard  in  and  fur  the  young 
people  who  attend  no  stated  place  of  worship,  ;ind  to 
lead  tiiem  into  moral  and  Christian  ways.  It  was 
unseclarian,  the  chief  planks  in  its  platform  being  as 
follows : 

"  Repentance  toward  God  ;  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  a  Holy  Life."  Its  motto  was,  "  More 
faith,  more  charity,  more  work."  "  The  singing  will 
be  congregational,  and  the  seats  free." 

The  first  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  apparently 
by  those  who  were  interested  in  the  new  movement. 
The  pastor  preached  from  Acts  viii.  5-8.  A  large 
number  of  young  persona  were  present,  who  listened 
with  the  deepest  attention,  and  ample  evidence  of  the 
need  of  such  a  church  was  manifest.  The  number 
continued  to  increase  under  the  preaching  of  Mr. 
Winchester,  and  Music  Hall  was  requir(;d  in  a  short 
time  to  accommodate  the  increasing  numbers.  On 
Friday,  the  1st  day  of  October,  1875,  a  room  in 
Mercantile  Building  was  dedicated  to  the  service  of 
the  church  ;  connected  with  this  church  a  "  Literary 
and  Musical  Club,"  and  a  Children's  Temperance  So- 
ciety, christened  by  the  name  of  "  Brockton  Slar-of- 
Promise  Cadets,"  was  formed  of  young  people  under 
twelve  years  of  age ;  also  a  Woman's  Temperance 
Working  and  Praying  Band  did  good  work.  In  ad- 
dition to  Mr.  Winchester's  labors  connected  with  this 
church,  he  preached  in  the  almshouse  every  Sabbath 
afternoon.  This  society  continued  till  Feb.  4,  1877, 
when  the  pastor  delivered  his  farewell  discourse. 

Unity  Church. — On  the  first  Sabbath  in  May,  1881, 
Rev.  A.  Everett  Goodnough,  who  had  been  located 
at  Bridgewater,  commenced  religious  services  in  Sa- 
tucket  Hall,  under  the  auspices  of  the  "  Unitarian 
Association"  of  Boston.  There  were  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  persons  present  at  the  first  meeting. 
Regular  services  were  held,  as  above  stated,  in  Sa- 
tucket  Hall,  and  on  Sunday,  May  29,  18S1,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  services  a  meeting  was  held  of  those  in- 
terested in  the  fortuation  of  a  ynitarian  Society,  con- 
sisting of  about  one  hundred  persons.  Ciiarles  W. 
Sumner,  Esq.,  presided,  and  Dr.  Henry  II.  Filoon 
was  chosen  secretary,  "  the  object  being  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  and  promoting  religious  worship 
of  the  Unitarian  faith,  and  to  become  a  part  of  the 
so-called  Unitarian  denomination." 

June  2G,  1881,  the  society  "  voted  to  extend  a  call 
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to    Rev.  A.   Everett   Goodnough    to    become    their  I 
pastor.      The    members    of    this    society    organized 
and  adopted  a  set  of  by-laws  for  the  management  of  , 
the  business  affairs  of  the  cimrch,  with  the  following  ] 
oflBcers:  Finance  Committee,  Col.  John  J.  Whipple, 
Benjamin    0.   Caldwell,    Hon.    Henry   H.    Packard, 
William    H.  Tobey,   Lucius    Richmond,  James   H. 
Cooper,  Dr.  Henry  H.  Filoon. 

The  religious  and  social  interests  of  the  church 
were  in  charge  of  the  pastoral  committee,  which  was 
as  follows:  Charles  W.  Sumner,  Esq.,  Rev.  A.  Ev- 
erett Goodnough,  Henry  F.  Whitmarsh,  Howard  T. 
Marshall,  Lorenzo  D.  Hervey,  John  F.  Cooper,  Mrs. 
John  E.  Howard,  Mrs.  A.  Everett  Goodnough. 

The  music  committee  were  the  ibllowing:  John  E. 
Howard,  Sumner  A.  Hayward,  Elmer  W.  Walker,  J. 
H.  Davey,  A.  P.  Hazard,  H.  A.  Cleverly,  and  Henry 
S.  Porter. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  earliest  and  most  ac- 
tive members  of  this  society :  John  J.  Whipple, 
Henry  H.  Packard,  Henry  H.  Filoon,  James  H. 
Cooper,  William  H.  Tobey,  Lucius  Richmond,  Benja- 
min 0.  Caldwell,  Henry  S.  Porter,  George  H.  Gould, 
Warren  S.  Gurney,  Charles  C.  Merritt,  Herbert  S. 
Fuller,  0.  0.  Patton,  William  H.  Wade,  Oliver  B. 
Quiuby,  John  F.  Cooper,  Henry  B.  Caldwell,  Alfred 
W.  Jones,  Elmer  W.  Walker,  Charles  Perkins,  George 

A.  Wheeler,  Linus  H.  Shaw,  N.  B.  Sherman,  Charles 
Lambert,  Charles  E.  McElroy,  A.  Cranston  Thomp- 
son, John  E.  Howard,  Lemuel  P.  Churchill,  Lorenzo 
D.  Hervey,  Ambrose  Lockwood,  Walter  Bradford, 
Andrew  B.  Holmes,  George  E.  Bryant  (2),  John  H. 
Davy,  Charles  D.  Fullertou,  Emery  E.  Kent,  Jerome 

B.  Briggs,  and  Charles  E.  Stone. 

The  society  continued  to  increase  in  numbers  till 
there  seemed  to  be  a  necessity  for  increasing  their  ac- 
commodations and  becoming  a  legal  organization. 
Having  that  object  in  view,  a  petition  was  presented 
to  Charles  W.  Sumner,  Esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
to  call  a  meeting  for  that  purpose,  and  for  choosing  a 
board  of  officers. 

Agreeably  to  the  call  a  meeting  was  held,  Friday, 
Nov.  30,  1883,  which  was  adjourned  to  Wednesday, 
Dec.  5,  1883,  at  which  time  a  set  of  by-laws  was 
adopted,  among  which  were  the  following : 

"  Article  1.  The  Dame  of  thi:]  religious  asaooiution  shall  be 
the  Unity  Ciiuitcii. 

**  Ai-ticU  2.  The  objeot  of  this  Cburoh  shall  be  the  study  and 
practice  of  pure  roligioo.  Although  it  is  designed  to  be  known 
as  a  Unitarian  Christian  Church,  no  doctrinal  test  shall  ever 
be  made  a  condition  of  membership." 

Dr.  Henry  H.  Filoon  was  elected  clerk,  Benjamin 
0.  Caldwell,  treasurer,  with  Col.  John  J.  Whipple, 


Benjamin  0.  Caldwell,  Elmer  W.  Walker,  Dr.  Henry 
H.  Filoon,  Lucius  Richmond,  A.  Cranston  Thompson, 
and  William  H.  Tobey,  as  standing  committee. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  purchase  a  lot  of 
land  on  Pond  Street,  near  Belmont  Street,  owned  by 
Rufus  P.  Kingman,  Esq.,  as  a  site  for  a  church  build- 
ing. The  lot  is  a  desirable  one,  is  seventy-eight  by 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet,  and  the  price  paid  two 
thousand  dollars.  Messrs.  Benjamin  0.  Caldwell, 
Lucius  Richmond,  and  William  H.  Tobey  were 
chosen  to  procure  plans,  etc.,  for  the  new  church 
edifice. 

The  church,  which  is  in  process  of  building,  will 
be  a  tasteful  edifice,  of  wood,  with  a  brick  baseu.ent. 
The  entire  length  of  the  building  is  eighty-seven  feet, 
the  main  portion  being  sixty-six  feet  long,  having  a  cov- 
ered portico  twenty-five  feet  long.  It  is  of  the  cottage 
style  of  architecture,  and  has  a  tower  at  the  southwest 
corner  seventy-four  feet  high,  twelve  feet  square,  and 
another  at  the  northwest  corner,  fiftj'-three  feet  in 
height.  It  has  five  double  windows  of  stained  glass 
on  either  side,  affording  the  interior  a  pleasing  and 
cheerful  aspect. 

The  interior  has  seatings  for  four  hundred  people, 
with  aisles  three  and  one-half  feet  in  width,  a  choir- 
gallery  and  pulpit,  with  a  study  in  the  southeast  cor- 
ner ;  a  vestry,  thirty-eight  by  forty  feet ;  a  parlor, 
thirty-eight  by  tweuty-two  feet ;  a  kitchen,  nine  by 
twelve  feet ;  a  library,  eight  feet  square,  in  short,  it 
will  be  an  attractive  and  elegant  structure.  There  is 
a  Sunday-school  connected  with  this  church  number- 
ing one  hundred  and  seventy-five  scholars.  George 
H.  Gould  was  the  first  superintendent,  Mrs.  Lucy  A. 
Upham,  assistant  superintendent.  Dr.  Henry  II.  Fi- 
loon is  the  present  incumbent ;  George  E.  Bryant, 
librarian. 

Brocktoa  Free-Will  Baptist  Chnrcli  was  organ- 
ized  Feb.  5,  1884.  Numbers  thirty-nine  communi- 
cants. Services  are  licld  in  Joslyn's  Hall,  on  Centre 
Street.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Henry  T.  Bar- 
nard. Mr.  Barnard  is  the  son  of  Tristram  and  Ma- 
hala  F.  (Russell)  Barnard,  born  in  Exeter,  Me., 
April  1,  1841 ;  graduated  in  the  high  school,  Lowell, 
Mass.,  in  1859,  and  Bates'  Th'^ological  School,  Lew- 
iston.  Me. ;  settled  in  Ossipee,  N.  H.,  1878,  and  in 
Brockton,  1884.  Isaac  N.  Allen,  Cyrus  E.  Lane, 
deacons;  John  Barbour,  clerk  and  treasurer;  John 
Barbour,  superintendent  of  Sunday-school. 

Latter-Say  Saints. — Services  are  held  in  James 
Hall,   Clark's  Block,  Main  Street,  on  the   Sabbat! 
twice  a  day  under  the  above  name. 

Swedish  Baptist  Church  hold  services  in  Drak 
Hall,  Campcllo.     Organized  1883. 
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Commercial  Club. — Tiiis  ia  a  local  organization  of 
prouiiuent  business  men,  having  for  its  object  the 
cultivation  of  pleasant  personal  relations  between  its 
members,  and  the  promotion  of  measures  for  the  wel- 
fare and  growth  of  the  city. 

At  the  outset  this  club  was  named  Union  Club,  and 
its  number  limited  to  twenty-five  members,  but  as 
there  was  another  of  that  name,  it  Wiis  soon  changed. 
The  social  element  of  this  organization,  which  is  a  con- 
spicuous element,  is  its  monthly  meetings  at  Hotel 
Belmout,  at  which  speeches  from  invited  guests 
having  reference  to  and  a  bearing  upon  the  mercan- 
tile interests  of  the  city  are  often  expected.  In  its 
general  features  it  is  not  unlike  many  of  the  clubs  of 
Boston.  Its  first  officers  at  its  organization,  Jan.  12, 
1883, were  as  follows:  Rufus  P.  Kingman,  president ; 
Ziba  C.  Keith,  vice-president;  Baalis  Sanford,  secre- 
tary ;  Henry  W.  Robinson,  treasurer ;  Davis  S. 
Packard,  Ellis  Packard,  Gardner  J.  Kingman,  execu- 
tive committee ;  Charles  VV.  Sumner,  Preston  B. 
Keith,  William  W.  Cross,  George  E.  Keith,  and 
Sewall  P.  Howard,  committee  on  membersliip. 

Old  Colony  Congregational  Club. — This  club 
was  formed  Nov.  21,  1883,  of  clergymen  and  laymen 
of  vtirious  churches  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Brockton,  for  the  promoting  of  social  and  effective 
work  in  the  churches  on  a  similar  plan  to  other  or- 
ganizations in  various  sections  of  the  State.  Any 
person  attending,  or  who  is  a  member  of  a  Congre- 
gational Church,  is  eligible  to  membership.  Six 
monthly  meetings  are  held  each  year  in  Brockton, 
one  in  October,  and  the  last  one  in  the  spring.  A 
slight  fee  for  membership  is  assessed,  to  pay  current 
expenses. 

Howard  Associates. — James  Foley,  president; 
A.  E.  Packard,  vice-president ;  Edward  E.  Bowen, 
clerk  ;  W.  H.  Cushiog,  treas. ;  E.  M.  Lowe,  William 
E.  Davis,  and  B.  T.  Hatch,  standing  committee. 

Probate  Courts. — Sessions  of  the  Probate  Court 
for  Plymouth  County  are  held  in  Brockton  in  1884, 
.IS  follows:  Monday,  Feb.  11,  1884;  Monday,  May 
26,  1884;  Monday,  July  14,  1884;  Monday,  Nov. 
24,  1884. 

Jesse  E.  Keith,  judge  of  probate;  Edward  E. 
Hobart,  register  of  probate. 

First  District  Court  of  Plymouth,  established 
July  1,  1874. 

The   towns  of  Brockton,    Bridgewater,    and    East 

3ridgewater  constitute  a  judicial  district,  under  the 

(risdiction  of  the  court,  established  by  the  name  of 

First  District  Court  of  Plymouth." 

Sessions   of  this   court  are  held  daily  for  the  trial 
•riminal  cases',  and  on  Tuesday's  for  civil  business. 


The  court  consists  of  one  standing  justice  and  two 
special  justices,  commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  the 
commonwealth,  as  follows:  Jonas  R.  Perkins,  stand- 
ing justice;  Charles  W.  Sumner,  special  justice; 
Hosea  Kingman,  special  justice ;  David  L,  Cowell, 
clerk  ;  George  A.  Wheeler,  Alira  S.  Porter,  and 
Henry  S.  Porter,  deputy  sheriffs. 

This  court  was  organized  on  Tuesday  the  1st  day 
of  July,  the  clerk  reading  the  commissions  of  the 
standing  and  special  justices  and  deputy  sheriffs. 
Otis  Hayward  being  designated  as  officer  of  tin' 
court.  The  county  commissioners  have  provided 
apartments  in  a  hall  on  East  Elm  Street,  and  fitted  it 
with  the  usual  fixtures  of  a  court-room. 

North  Bridgewater  Industrial  Association.— 
This  association  was  organized  Dec.  27,  1860,  with 
the  following  officers  :  Chandler  Sprague,  Esq  ,  presi- 
dent; Isaac  T.  Packard,  secretary;  Lyman  Clark, 
treasurer;  Charles  Gurney  and  David  L.  Cowell,  vice- 
presidents. 

The  object  of  this  a.<;sociation  is  the  encouragement 
of  the  mechanic  arts,  agriculture,  and  horticulture. 
On  account  of  the  rebellion  of  1861  this  association 
has  not  made  rapid  progress,  and  their  plans  were  sus- 
pended for  a  while.  In  October,  18G3,  a  new  board  of 
officers  was  chosen, as  follows  :  John  S.  Eldrcdge,  presi- 
dent; H.  W.  Robinson  and  Dr.  L.  W.  Puffer,  vice-presi- 
dents; David  L.  Cowell,  secretary  ;  Chandler  Sprague, 
Esq.,  treasurer;  Moses  Stearns,  Rufus  S.  Noyes,  Milo 
Manley,  Isaac  Kingman,  C.  J.  F.  Packard,  Samuel 
French,  Loring  W.  Puffer,  Frederic  Perkins,  Ilenry 
W.  Robinson,  George  A^  Packard,  Caleb  H.  Packard, 
and  Alexander  Hichborn,  trustees.  Nov.  7,  1870, 
this  association  was  changed  to  the  "  North  Bridge- 
water  Agricultural  Society." 

BROCKTON  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 
'*  We,  the  uaderaigned  iabubitanls  of  the  town  of  Ilrockion, 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Mafisochusetta,  do  ht^rehy  a^dOcialu 
ourselves  together  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  corporation,  un- 
der the  provisions  of  Section  17,  of  Chapter  t»6,  of  the  General 
Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  above  mentioned,  to  encourage 
.\griculture,  the  name  of  which  Corporation  shall  bo  'The 
Brookton  Agricultural  Society,'  to  be  establi^ticd  in  the  Banl 
town  of  Brookton. 

"In  witness  whereof  we  hereunto  aot  our  bauds,  this  Eighth 
day  of  Juue,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  bundled  and  :;cv- 
enty-four. 

"  Ilenry  W.  Robinson.       John  J,  Whipple. 
Rufus  P.  Kingman.         George  E.  Freeman. 
Heury  E.  Lincoln.  William  11.  Tobcy. 

Rufus  C.  Kimball.  Franklin  0.  Howard. 

Lorenzo  F.  Severance.     Warren  A.  Howard. 
William  W.  Stoddard.     Joseph  W.  llubinsou." 

Upon  application  to  David  L.  Cowell,  Esq.,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Henry 
W.  Robinson  directing  him  to  uottfy  th     above  men. 


—  e>i  — 
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